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POINTS OF INTEREST as to what has been done under this form of
g&isi@’l‘iéii,,m&yfprove of interest, and the digest of the present Regulations in
“the following paragraphs will enable anvone interested to understand the cun-
—  ditions which govern allotments held under the Act
- Under Part 3 of the Land Act of 1898 (the portion governing Closer Settle-
- ment) the following purchases were made :—Wando Vale FEsuwate, 10 b1 acres ;
Estate, 4246 acres; and Eurack Estate, H10% acres, at.a cost of £208,284, Thesc
estates were subdivided into 192 farm allotments, all of which are now in occupation, and
.s,upport :eg pnpulatio_n of at least 1000, ;

 Since the passing of the pre ent Act, the Lands Purchase Board has purchased 1| country
estates, and acquired 2462 acres of Crown lands. representing a value of £793,675, and em-
bracing an area of 167 342 acres.  Those that have becn subdivided were made available in
005 farm- allotments, of which only six are at present available, and the population on thesc
allotments must exceed considerably 2000 persons. .

As regards Wotkmen's [lomes allotments, up to date the total area purchased for this
purpose, viz.:—-243 acres at a total cost of £12.721 has been subdivided into 290 allotments,
out of which only three are at the present time available.

Three of the estates acquired by the Board, Wer.ibee Park, Lara and Tandarra, costing
£368,670. and embracing an area of 36301 acres, it is expected will be made available for
application about the end of the year. or in the heginning of 1907.

The principal regulations governing Closer Settlement allotment are summarised in the
following paragraphs, which deal only with the main points at issue :—

“Ps be eligible to hold a leass under the Act an applicant must be of the full age of 21 years, and
the principie iaid down is one mwan one allotment. ‘the term of the lease may be extended over 31
years, atid the maximum value of land that can be held by any one individaal is £15t8 for a farm
allotment, £200 for an agricultural labourer’'s allotment, and £100 for a workman’s home site.

“'The depusit necessary in all cases is 3 per cent. of the capital value of the allotment applied for
to which must be added £1 for the preparation of the lease, and 5s. for registration tes. This deposit
includes the first instalment of purchase money, subsequent repayments are made at the rate of 3 per
cent. of the value of the allotment every six months,

* Unsuccessful applicants are returned the whole of their deposit, less the registration fee
Generally speaking, preference is given to a landless applicant over one who owns land or vccupies land
with the right to acquire the fee simpls of it.

“1f existing improvements are charged separately from the land, on payment of the valuation a
permit is immediately issued. Hesidence on the allotment is compulsory, but a lessee may be granted
leave of absence not exceeding four months in any one year.

“ Each Lessee must pay all rates, taxes, or assessmerits levied on or payable in respect of his allot-
ments. During the first six years of the lease he cannot transfer, assign, sublet or mortgage the whole
or any part of his allotment. Provided all the covenants of the lease have been fully complied with, a
lessee may obtain the freehold of his allotment at the end of any balf year after the first 12 years have
expired on payment of the balance of purchase money due and the necessary grant fees.

* Conditions are made with regard to the destruction of vermin, conservation and planting of trees,
making and clearing of drains and watercourses. .

* Improvements to the value of at least two instalments of the purchase money, must be effected on
vach farm allobment before the end of the first year from the date of lease, and 111 per cent of the pur-
chase money before the end of the third year. and a further 10 per cent. before the end of the sixth year.
in the case of agricultaral iabourers’ allotments, a substantial dwglling house to the value of ab Jeast
£30 must be erected within one year from the date of lease, and t and fenced within two years from
the said date, and in the case of Workmen's Howes allotments a subst@atial dwelling house, to the valuc
of at least £30, st be erected within one year from the date of tHe lease, and substantial improve-
ments, to the value of a further £23, beforc the end of the second year.

“ Advances, on the £1 for £1 priunciple, may be granted to assist in building, cte., to the amount of
£54 to lessee of Agricultural Labourers’ and Workmen's Homes Allotments.  Such advances, together
\viti‘x 5 per cent. intevest (herecn. must be repaid in equal half-yearly instalments, extending over a
period not exceeding sixteen years.”

~ Applications 1o the Secretary of Lands Purchase Board, Public Oftices, Melbourne,
Victoria, will be replied 10 by return of pos, giving the fullest information available on any
maiter which comes under the control of the Board.
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INTRODUCTION.

HESE ARTICLES UPON LAND SETTEMENT sep out to exam-

g1~ quwriuu e

Is it true that during the last quarter
of a century farm holdings have de-
clined in this State ?

The datest stati=ties avlable ar the e were pulized, but

others have been recently issned, It was inevitable that
they shonbd, 1o some exient change the fieures, bar they de
not in oany way invalidate  the conclusions. The vecards for 190F ean.

therefore. stand as the staristieal basis of these articles.

Bat the Jatest retwrns (1906) are mtevesting. - We lave alienated 1o
date 25,000,000 acres. The owpers are fow the ocenpiers ave 52,0987, The

distribution i~ as under - wn
:;:
Holdings. P.C. Area occupied. P.C. e
(A) 200 acres and nadey ... 27,171 51 1,928,178 3 i
(H) 201 to 503 acres ... 13,530 36 4,500,040 18 B
(C) Bul to 1000 acves ... ... 7,638 15 5,414,477 21
{D) Over 1000 acres B 4.498 5 12,920,250 53

52487 100 24,762,945 100

4498 (D) hold more land than the other 48,489

Within Class D there are 415 persons who liold as ipuch land as the 41,000 in
Classes A and B.

And 79 persons hold more than the 27,000 in Class A,

These facts speak londer thau bave denial. The wammoth holdings domi-
nate the older districts. They push settlement inco the back countyy. They
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ars an bnpediment to industrial progress Sgaise the cost of fransit npon pro-
ducers and the price of commodities to concmmers . verard development. e
the financial vesonrees of municipalives, and bopose tnoa variets of ways a

heavy monetary borden npon the general connnnnity.

During the last two years the bonnteons seasons and the good nenkers
for crops and  stock and daivy produce hace brought abour o boow in
farming lands. The net imcrease of holdings upon alienated areas has heen
3985, Yer it oas remarkable thar these inereascs me mostly i the remote
areas.  The sobdivisional activity on one older tervitory, of which we hear
and vead so mwach, bs doing norhing wore than covering ap the blanks
created by osilent, continnons and insidnons agoregation that uses no o oad-
vertisement nor blare of trompets to wavk its progression. We have during
the last rwo vears alienated 738000 additional acres, and this additional

arvea of ahenation largely accounts for the temporary inerease of holdines,

Sinee the porehase of Wando Vale in Mavel, 1900, we have established
700 holdings upon 150000 acres st a cost of over one million pounds,

During the same period we have thrown millions of acres of  Crowggfnnds
apon the  market, and nfated onr vevenue with the proceeds e the
sale of  pnblie ass Laist year (1895 wo devived from this soorce
£920,386—the Jargest amount from  land siles sinee 1857, The amount

of settlement when compared with the dmmense volnme of  Crown linds

placed npon the market has becn dnsignificant and inadeanarc,

When My Prendergast, gt the Hiehs Honrs demaonstration e 1905,
made his refercnee to the decline  of  tarm holdines e thiis Stare, the
“Age” ndienled his statement as O wholly mmcenvare,” and, Lice the < Avgns,”
asserted that there was an nerease and not g decresse.  Foers were nothine
to diseredit the Labor Leader was evervthing, Bat cighteen months larer
the forgetful “Age” came ont (Nov, 17, 19060 with this starement - -

‘“Bach year thers are fewer farmers left in the older settled districts of Victoria
In the Wimmera district, for instance, the area of original selections was 320 acres, and
a settler occupied nearly every block. At present the average farin in the Wimmera
is probably over 1000 acres and the area of each individual holding is be-
coming larger, because in the majority of instances the transter of the land from
seller to buyer means that the latter is increasing the aren he already holds.”

No comment is necessary, Img the confession is opportune.

B conclusion. This i< not o case wherve an individual sets oot to
write a4 book, For thar he would aather his material, arvay his faers,
marshal his argomentss and wove inoan orderly and REGUent  manner to
a desiened  conclusion, Bur in o this it was otherwise.  There was< hest

anaueticle o defence o Triend 5 onoc that e needed defenee, it as o
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proof that in the arsenal of  statistical facts there was Justification for
all thar friend bad said. Jn the gathering up of  the waterial for thae
one article there was obtaineéd sufficient for another. A map was sng-
gested as a valuable weans of elncidation, and at onee there was fonud
the need for wmore than one.  Kach imvestigation opened up fresh streams
of information, very often upon aspects of the gquestion already  deals
with in preceding  articles. Thus  dhe subject, once started, speedily
widened ont to ap  extent not thought of at the commencement, and
the work of research occupied time far heyond anything contemplated.
From tme s wme an wericle was  written  or a map published, and
thrown into the arena of political controversy, e enemy were calling
for facts, as brigands call for blood, and we gave them as we ot them.
There is mo Diterary  merit. nor  order  of advance, and no apology—
simply - a collection of facts and justifiable  deductions.  Friends  have
requested  their publication in book form—and it is so.

. ANSTEY.
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MONOPOLY AND DEMOCRATY.

Settlement as a Business.

W. S. KEAST, ™MEmMBER FOR DANDENONG

tecognises that Land sold i Small  Lots for Agricuitural  purposes

possesses a higher value tan when disposed of iu large aress for
wmerely Pastoral occupation. Upon the bas<ic of thiz fact he vigoronsly
conducts his commercial operations.  Laree estates pass beneath  his
lammet, and whenever permissible he casts aside the old “Sell v One
Lot svstem for a catting np policy, thus increasing the number
of competitive buyers and realising for his clients a higher
price than would be otherwise be possible.

[t was W, S, KEAST who in the latter end of 1902 cnt ap
the Stanhope  Fstate at Ruashworth, entup the  Springs and ohe

Jocklbank  Fstates belonging to the Clarkes, aund 1901 <ub-divided a -

large portion of Werribee for G. 1. Chirnside at prices varging from

(i . Bad e

£6 to L28 ooworl

cing onroat oan average of  E12 17<. 6d.
per acre.

Siv oweeks< later he conducted a lavge sub-divisional sale of
Werribee land for M Perev Chirnside vealising an average ol £17 on
prices ranging from L5 1o L3 per acre, no Jess  than  sixty per
cent. of the area selling for over L200 per acre. Seore<  of  other
properties  lave passed  throueh his hand< all having  realised  for
their owners  higher  prices than counld have bheen obtamed of sold
a< undivided ;vzn«'tnml properfies. Many  of the trust estates st~
divided for Agricaltaral  purposes realised nnder  the  hammer more
than twice the amonnt for wlieh they were valed  for purposes of

prolmw.
Ay, WEAST S work s not confined to Victoria,  He operates

in all States. His dast and lavgest undertaking heing the sub-division
of Buckingbong, near Naveandara, in the Riverina. Tu this State
he has now in hand some  H0.000 acres vecently anh-divided, aud
within o few weeks to be placed ander the hanmmer.

Survevors are out on coveral other properties i varions parts
of the State, including  one within twenty-five miles of  Melbourne,
«o that intending buvers have a wide choice af situation.  Those who
desive  mformation on land matters cannot do hetter than eall at
610 Collins Street. They will hear of the very larest and the very

hest.
W, 8 KEAST & (O
Coriss Steret fnear Fpuwe r Streetr, Oty
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FRANK ANSTEY
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CHAPTER 1
MAP 1 —COUNTIES OF HAMPDEN, RIPON, and GRENVILLE.

Tue Territory shown on Map No. I, in the Appendix, is within
the Counties of Hampden, Ripon and Grenville. The
Statistics in relation to those Counties are as under :—

Agricaitural,

. i Acres !

Year, Population. | Dairying & Pas«g : Acres Held.
toral Gecupiers. Cultivated. i

1871 82,100 3,817 - 123,809 f 2,180,000

1804 74,160 2,317 122,121 2,287,000
| I |

In these Counties there is more land held and less cultivated
—there are fifteen hundred fewer families in occupation, and
eleven thousand less people-——than 33 years back. Even the
smaller area cultivated is operated for the most part by tenant
farmers who have no ownership in the land they work.

The above given population includes that of Ballarat and
Ararat.  The population of shires only is 36,215 against 45,800
in 1871. The population on the areas covered by these large
estates is insignificarct.

At dkipton there is a farmer (John Gardiner) with 2000
acres.  He has so improved his land that for six months in the
year that portion carries 18 sheep to the acre, and his wheat
crops average between 24 16 80 bushels per acre. He is
therefore taxed twice as much per acre as the owners of the
large estates round about him,
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Fwo months ago. in rummaging through some old statistics, the leader of the
Opposition {Mr. Prendergast) came hastily to the conclusion that there had been
a decline of over 5,000 farm holdings in Victoria durin% 25 years. We explained

ta him that he had compared things which differed, and

ad therefore fallen into a

palpable blunder, from which common Imawlsdga of the advance of agriculiural
settlement and production should hav: prolected him.

It is a matter of * conunon knowledge ”
borne out by the statisties of every Modern State,
that the extended use of machinery and the
extension of large seale methods of produetion,
enable that production to proceed with an ever
diminishing ratio of producers.

It is a matter of ' common knowledge = that
in proportion »s land monopoly advances,
Agriculture either recedes or moves to new terri-
tory or changes its form from that of a free.
holding yeomanry, to that of tenant farmery.

It is a matter of " common knowledge
that Manufactures may and do advance without
corresponding incresse in factories; and that
agricultural output may and does advance with-
out corresponding increase in the number of
fields and homesteads. Factories are fewer
but larger—the output greater. Farms fewer
but larger—the output greater. So that in-
crease in production of any kind does not of
necessity pean  advance  in U settlement.”
In factory production the modern * Trust 7 is
the supreme manifestation of the tendency to
aggregation, and it is a fact barne out by statis-
tics, that monopoly and machinery combine to
accelerate that tendency amongst the primary
producers. The American Bonanza Farm is the
supreme nanifestation of that teadency
agriculture.

* # * *
Facts and Fat

The Agricultural Statistics of Victoria pre.
sent the following facts as to the oceupation
of the alienated areas and the farm holdings
thereon 1-—

Year. Holdings “occupied.” Jeres “occupied.”

1880 48,969 16,020,900
1881 49,637 18,141,124
1503 © 43,768 20,577,167

The area in occupation therefore inereased by
millions of acres ; but upon the wider area there
were 5,200 fewer ™ holdings ~ than in 1589 and
3,400 fewer than in 1881. The ieader of the
Labor Opposition during  his speech at the ¥

Argus, June 23th, 1905,

Hours demaonstration (4 pril 1903} made his coim-
parison between the years 1880 and 1903, Two
days later the morning newspapers were pleased
to announce to the public that Mr. Prendergast
had blundered, *“ had compared things which
differed ' and was all wrong. In short the
public could take it from the infallible morning
Press aforesaid that the  Holdings " had in-
creased, not deereased a3 asserted by the alarmist
G.P. They asserted that in 1883 and thereafter
the agricultural statistics only took into von-
sideration  cultivated Holdings,” and that
Prendergast should have made his comparison
between that or subsequent years and 1903.
The answer is that in 1903 agricultural statistics
were nat collected upon the basiy of cultivaisd
* Holdings  but that they included :—
Ist, Land under grass for cattle grazing.

Zud.  Bush land over which imported grass
has spread without cultivation.”

1

srd, " Herub land on which grass has heen
sewn without ploughing,”
4th. 4,000,000 more acres than in 1880

Ho the statistics were not based upon cufli-
vated ** Holdings ' and the comparison was
correct. The statistios drawn upon hy the
leader of the Opposition, did show that “wpon
4,000,000 more acres there were 3,200 fewer hokil.
ings than in the yvear to which he referred.

L

Decline of the Gultivator

Comparing 1902 with 1884 (years in which
agricultural statistics included only cultivated
holdings), the records show that during that
period the cultivated farms in fifteen counties
declined by 2,352, The late Government
Statist, Mr. Hayter repeatedly called attention
to the subject.  In 1893 he pointed out that the
area in cultivation in fifteen counties was less
than in 1878, Again in 1896 the Statist pointed
out that in eight vears the cultivated farms in
Victoria had declined by over 4,000,

The same applies to 1904. The total area of
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the caounties of Bendigo, Borung, Gladstone,
Grant, Gunbower, Kara Kara, Lowan, Moaira
and Talbot is 23,212 square miles.  The acre-
age in occupation in March 1904, was 10,081,000,
and the total holdings of all descriptions were
17,287 against 23,287 in 1881, when the area
in occupation was only 7,583,000 acres. The
holdings were actually fewer than in 1884 when
only celtivated ** Holdings” were counted—the
numbers then being 19,086 against 17,237 at
present so that, in a comparison of 1904 with
1884, the fact stands out that over one-fourth
of the state there are 1849 fewer holdings upon
2§ millions more acres in vecupation.

A comparison of the years 188345 or
6 with the year 1903 demonstrates that the area
under cultivation in many of the older counties
actually declined, and that in other counties,
while the cultivated area increased, the hold-
ings diminished.

L R S

The Seitier Moves Out

The fact is that agriculture has stagnated or
declined in the older settled districts, and de-
veloped wpon newly selected territory upon
which the forces of monoply have not yet fully
seized.  The development of these new areas
has helped to caver the depopulation and recess
of agriculture in  the older districts. The
wovement of land settlement in Viectoria dur-
ing the last 40 years, may be epitomised thus:

1861 to 1871,
Torar Poruratiow, 1871—731,528.

This was the period during which population
aud settlement spread rapidly throughout
the West, the Central Counties of Anglesey,
Talbot, and Dalhousie, and the Gippsland
County of Tangil (Lakes District).

1871 to 1881.
Torsr Porviartion, 1881 —862,346.

Decline of settlement in the Western District.

Decline in the Central Counties.

Settlement moves north into the Wimmera,
and into the Northern District Counties of
Gladstone, Gunbower, Rodney, and Moira.

1881 to 184l
Torsn Popvration, 1891 —1,140,405,

Cantinned decline of population throughout
Western and Central Counties.

Decline commences in Winnnera (Kara Kara),
and Northern District (Gladstone and Rodney).

tettlement extends into County Lowan and
Bouthern Gippsland,

1891 to J9ul.
Torar Popuration, 1901 —1.201,341.

Decline throughout Wimmera. Settlement
moves further north—into the Mallee.

Decline in Central Counties.

Decline in the Northern Counties of (un-
bawer, Gladstone and Roduey.

Stagnation in Moira. Settlement moves out
North East into the Bogong.

Effect of land monopoly in Tangil County show-
ing itself in decline of population in Rose-
dale and Traralgon Shires.

Revival of settlement in the Western Shires
of Colac and Hampden due to several large
landholders renting a portion of their runs
for dairying purposes.

This in brief is the history of land settlement
in Victoris, steady retreat of the expropriated,
into the most distant and least favored portions
of the State, before the untrammelled march of
monaopoly and the mortgagee,

L] * ® « w

Make a comparison of the Agricultural
situation as it existed in this State during the
month of March in the year 1881 and 1804.
In the latter year there was made an extension
of the basis of collection that places the impar-
tiality of the comparison bevond question. In
the vear 1881 all crown land tenants were ex-
cluded from caleulation. Crown lands were not
counted.  Holdings” wupon alienated land
that were occupied only for timber cutting,
serub cutting, clearing or fencing or other such
work were not counted. FHoldings were only
counted as "~ occupied " when used ** for agricul-
ture or the carrying of live stock ™ and the area
so occupied was eighteen million acres.  The
land settlement statistics for A904 included :—

fst. Al oceupied boldings whether used for
agricultural, pastoral, timber cutting or
other purposes.

2nd. Al the waoccupied  holdings wmpon
alienated territory.

drd.  For the first time in the history of the
State all the Crown land leaseholdings
embracing over seven million acres (not
including  temporary grazing licences or
wining leases).

+th. The total area of Crown and private
lands so included was over thirty one
sillion acres or thirteen willion acres more
than in 1881 ; and the ** holdings " were
given as 49,0012 as against 49,637 in 1881
a decline of 635 after counting in un-
aceupied  ** holdings 7 as occupied, and
counting in Crown land holdings that in
1881 were exeluded,
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Tae Territory shown on Map No. 2, includes the two Counties of
Bourke and Grant. Their area is 2,267,200 acres, and the population

Statistics are as under :—

CHAPTER 11.

COUNTY OF BOURKE,

MAP 2.—COUNTIES OF BOURKE AND GRANT.

Poruration.

1871 1881

196,033 267,515

16539 | 1z.2m
20206 | 22704
236718 | 307562

1801 1904

164,965 466,142

31,074 38,722
20,970 20,070

517,008 522,934

1871 1881

Area in

Melh. and  Suburbs Acres
{cities, towns and

boroughs. ...... ... 81,408
Nine  Swmall Shires-—
Preston, Heidlebery,
udars, Nuna-
wadiy Doncaster,
Malgrave Tompl-stowe
Boorabin and Dande-

BoRg ............... 155,520
Other Shires in County

Bourke ............ 884,512

L101,440

. GOUNTY OF GRANT.

Area in

Geelong, Queenscliff m“di Acres

Ballarat Bast ........ ., 797

1179
Bhires in County Grang .. 1,133,983

i 1,185,760

39107 36,669
3721 1 29,484

75,828 | 66,15

1891 1901
2384 4979
2725 25085

e | 7105

diminished. In 187 there were
that o, for nearly a quarter of a

cultivation is on fewer holdings.

_'The Increase of Population was in the Citi
Shires mainly or wholly within the Metro
of the area covered by these Counties,

Counties, not only are the habitatio
the area under cultivation is actuall

In the majority of
ns, the farms, and the
y less than in 1871,

politan area.
population for thirt
180,000 acres under ¢
century, cultivation declined.
years there has heen in severs] shires, a revival (
and the area under cultivation has been r

e, Towns, Boroughs, and those
But over nine-tenths
Y years has steadily
ultivation, but from
In recent
mainly in Wyndham Shire
aised (1904) to 224,323, bat ¢
Shires within these
people fewer, but

Yacant Holdings

It is denied that the tnoccupied holdings were
counted but they must have been. If all the houses
be counted it is useless to deny that the empty
ones are not included. If all the alienated
territory is counted, it is futile to assert that
vacant holdings are not included—there s
nothing left. The alienated land holdings not
occupied in 1881, covered i1 million acres ;
those holdings may have heen carrying sheep
or cattle, hut they were not vecupled in the
human sense. In 1903 such unoceupied hold-
ings covered an area of 2§ million acres. In
1904 every holding was counted in as if it were
throbbing with humau life and activity ; and the
man who rented a grazing paddock for his horse
was reckoned as the * holder " of a pastoral pro-
perty and counted as a * pastoralist.” Evea
then the ~Holdings” were fewer than a quarter of
a century back.

The Statistics ns to pricare lands are as under :

More Labourers, Less Yeomanry

Put these facts another way.

In 1881, for every million acres of occupied
territory there were 2,757 Holdings—
total, 49,637.

In 1903, when the statistics were collected on
a somewhat similar basis to 1881, there
were for every million acres in oceupa-
tion, 2,134 Holdings—total, 43,747,

In 1904, by the inclusion of 7 million acres of
Crown leases and by counting unoccupied
holdings in alienated territory, the total
" Holdings »* were forced up to 49,002,
(635 below 1881). Yet this process while
it raised the totals reduced the ratio of
“ Holdings * to 1,600 for each million
acres in occupation—i, 100 occupiers less
per million acres than in 1881,

Turn to the census returns of occupations
amongst these engaged in the Agricultural,
Pastoral and Dairying Industries tdealing with
men only).

1881, 1993, 1904,
Cities, T wns !
and Bor'ghs i
and  allot- I
ments of leys
than 1 acre . SHLO 300,00 300,000
Area of Hold
ings in occu-
pation ..... 18,141, 124[20,577.167 24,0023, 394
Aresof Hold-
ings not occu i
pied .. ..... 1,150,238 2,643,352, 866

Total  alien-
ated or in
process of
alienation .. 1*19,751,362 23, 770,519:124,526,255

The above statistics furnish the proof that
the vacant holdings ” Ehrougimut the State
were counted in as veeupied, but we will not
hammer this point of non-occupancy ; we will
even admit, if need be, that every vacant house
has got a tenant. that every silent Holding "
has got a homestead, and an aceupier. Yet,
taking the statistics as given, this fact reiaing ;
Upon 31,000,000 aeres in Victoria in the year

1904 there were fewer agricultural and Pasioral
Holdings than there were wpon 18,000,000 acres
in the year 1881,

*The area in * process of alienation " in 18]
was 7} million acres, as against 3¢ million acres
in 1904.

%o this was added 7 million acres of rown
lands and the Halders counted.

Agriculturalists, Dairy Far-
mers, Market Qardeners,
and other growers who ei-
ther employed labor or
worked for themselves y 3

Graziers .. . 2.582 4,277 | 4664

Relatives ﬂiﬂiui{ﬂg‘ .. - | 18,856 | 19736 | 22085
Wage Workers .. 17.105 | 21,646 | 36458
Total .. . - ) 71,195 | 86,936 | 101,8%0

The sbove indicates that the number of pas-
toral properties is increasing and that farmers
are not increasing. But as the farmers are not
increasing, and the total area under cultiyation
is growing, it is evident that we are getting largar
farms, but not more  Hoidings.” Further,
whule farmers have stood still, wage labor un the
farm has doubled, showing that faring is
coming to be performed more and more by
casual workers, and in asteadily dimiuishing de-
gree by a resident yeomanry. It will be seen from
the above that the number of men who em ployed
labor or worked on the land for themselves,
were unly Gl wmore than in 1331,

L
Farmers and Holdings

It may be remarked that there is a great

disparity between the number of farmers

*The verification of the above figures, is to
he found on pages 268 and 272 Census Report,
1881 on pages 409, 424, 431, 439 Census Re-
port, 1891; on pages 28, 77, 137, Part IX..
Uccupation Census, 1901 and page 371, Year
Book, 1603,
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38,7135, and  the number of " Holdings ™~
149,002). 'This is, because the * Holdings =
bave been inflated by the means which we have
already described.  On the other hand selectors:
whose land is not ready for the plongh or who
want money for implements or stock or to pay
the storekeeper, go out to angment their income
as road contractors or fencers, miners, carriers,
station hands or ought else that comes along.
At the Census they record themselves aceording
to the occupations they are following. Thus
their bits uf territory are recorded as “Holdings,”
hut they are not counted as farmers,  It, how-
ever, matters not whether we take the Census
returns as to actual farmers or the Ayricoltural
returns as to 7 Heldings ;" hoth bespeak the
one fact of stagnation and decline.  Nor can it
he repeated too often that the fewer ™ Holdings"
have a grasp upon an immensely wider area of
the national territory,

Now take the Statisties of the counties and
divide Victoria into two portions,

Ist. Those counties i which “Holdings ™ have
diminished,

2nd.  Those counties in which ~ Huldings ~
have increased—nol forgetting that the areas
dealt with cover 13 millivn more weres than
in 1881, and ought consequently to show an
immense increase in * Holdings"

R T

Gounties of Victoria in which the num

ber of Land holdings diminished ; —

Area, 44,509 square miles.
1881 1904

Amggesey ool IR Hll
Bendigo ...... ... ... . ... 2,649 Lsus
Bogong ........... ... ... 1,508 1463
Borung ... .. ... perea s 2653 2,350
Bourke ... 0o oL $.004 3943
Dalhousie Piss Lasy
Dielatite 347 P42
Dundas 3493 635
Follett 281 227
Gladstone 1323
Grant 2541
CGrenville Lous
Gunbower N3G
Ivara khara 25,080 1354
Mowa L. 3,063 3.0
Normanby 1157 1261
Ripone ... ... ..o .. =t S04

Rodney 1,600
Talbot 2,521
Tangil 1,201
Villiers 1,553
Wonnangatta ............... 1a2 135

Total ... ... ... .. ... 41,032 33,161

Area occupied in ahove counties :—

B3 1904

Private Lands ....... 14,502,650 16,534,699
Crown Lands .. ..., Not (‘ounted 2,516,152

Total ............ 14,502,630 19,050,851

Thus wpon 4,548,201 more acres in the chove
counties there ure 7,871 fewer ™ Holdings,”

If the above comparison had heen made
1903 (Crown leases excluded as in 1881,
the decline of  Holdings 7 over the alf
territories would show as 10,503, In 1903,
return of * Holdings 7 from Dundas and No
manby were 4935 and 893 respectively —a fall
from 1831 of 3625 but by the inclusion of over
800,000 acres (Urown leases, unoccupied Holdings
and Pastoral Properties) the return« of *Holdings
for 1004 were jumped up by 508, and made
to exhibit a simall increase over 1881, although
the area under cultivation in those counties
and  the actually cultivated * Holdings ™
have largely diminished. In 1881 there was
in the above territory an average of 2,330
" Holdings 7 for each million acres in occupa-
tion, and in 194 only 1,745, denonstrating
the double process of decadence and aggrega-
tion.

* * * F*

1881 and 1904

In the North Central Counties of Anglesey,
Nalhousie and Talbot, there was an increase of
414,567 acres in oceupation, and a deerease of
1.278 in the number of holdings.

In the Northern District Counties of tun-
bower, Gladstone, Bendigo, Rodney, and Moira,
there was an increase of 590,194 acres in
oceupation and a deersase of 3147 in the
number of holdings.

fn the Western Counties of Novmanby,
Villiers, Dundas, Ripon, and Follett, we had
833,433 more acres in occupation. and 180
fewer holdings.

In the three Winmera Counties— Lowan,
Bornng, Kara Kara—we had 1132761 wore
acres in occupation and 1,794 fewer holdings.
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Counties (mainly Mallee, Bippsiand,
and Beech Forast Counties), in
which land holdings increased : —

Area, 43,375 square miles.

1881 juod
Benambra ... L, seeee 425 04
Buln Buln ..o ... ... 1,793 3,942
Croajingalong  ............... 68 241

Dargo 285 J66
Evelyn vl L607
Hampden 320 6530
Heytesbury ......... ... R 79 317
Rarkarooe ... ... . . ... 12 L21s
Jowan ... i 1,118 1,343
Millewa and Weeah .. e 2 U
Mornington . ... ... 1,668 2,326
Polwarth ... ... ... ......... 477 1,088
Tambo .. ... .. .. oo 137 226
Tatchera ... .. ... ... ... ... 699 1,434

Tatal ... i 8.4603 13,841
Area occupind in above Counties :—

1881 1904

Private Lands ..., .... 3,638,474 7,490,600
Crown Lands ... .. Not tounted 4,535,671

Total ... Lol 3,638,474 12,026,361

Upon the territory covered by the above
counties there was an increase of 8,388,000 acres
in occupation 230 per cent.). There was an
inerease in the number of * Holdings 7 by 7234
84 per cent.); but the increase of = Holdings,”
a~ can be seen, was in no way proportioned to
the increase in the areas held.  In the territories
embraced in these counties there was in 1831
for cach million acres i occupation an arerage
of 2,400 Holdings." By 1904 the proportions
had fallen to 1,320 per million acres. This
again demonstrates the developuient of large
Holdings, even upon comparitively new territory

% w0 W
Qftficial Reports

(Juite recently (1905) the Statist took a
census of the number and sizes of the indi-
vidual holdirgs in Victoria (alienated land
and crown leases), and the result is as under:—

3 per cent of our land occupants bold 45
per cent. of the land ;

32 per cent. of our Jand uccupants hold 43
per cent. of the land ;

65 per cent. of our land occupants hold
anly 12 per cent. of the land.

At one end of the land scale there ars
18,342 persons holding an average of 30 acres
the total is 575,622 acres.

At the other end there are 1467 persens
holding an average of 10,000 acres totalling
14,486,901 acres.

There are also 8166 persons helding
9,310,000 acres, so that, putting these two
last sections together, we have in Victoria
9633 persons holding 23796,000 acres, or 75
per cent. of the total area of the State.

It is asserted that these records do not
imply monopoly because the poor Crown lands
are let in immense areas for grazing. This is
only a part of the truth. The whole truth is
that between 7 and 8 million acres of Crown
lands are included in the lands “ occupied,”
that these lands are let not in a few large
holdings but in thousands of holdings, large
and small, under a variety of leases and for
all sorta of purposes—that by these means the
*“holdings ' during the last two years have
been increased by 8830—the object being to
cloak the actual decadenmce of holdings upon
the privately owned lands of the State, and
to prove the Labour Party wrong when it
asserts that Land ¥Monopoly is an ever increas-

ing evil.
In the Year Book for 1903 ipage 324) the

tovernment Statiet made use of these words :—

* Those districts which are apparently least
designed by nature for the purpose of
cultivation, are those which show the greatest
area under tillage, while thuse districts which»
Iving close to the seaboard, enjov a fairly
unitorm rainfall throughout the vear, and which
may he said te court the acquaintance of the
husbandman. are used almost entirely for
grazing stock over land  stll under natural
pastires.

In the zaime volhmne, an officer of the Forestry
Department (H. Mackay) reports that the re-
tention of the fine volcanic lands of the western
district < as a vast sheep walk, has had an evil
effect upon the proper settlement of Victoria,”
amd that " not the least mischievous result has
heen that land selectors had to endeavour to
make homes for themselves in the thick Virgin
Forest of the Otway Peninsala and Western
Nippsland, thus destroying by axe and fire in
a few vears enormous areas covered with valu-
able h;«nl\\mxl as well as woods of tine grain.”
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Again in one of the recent publications of the
Lands Departnent, an oticer (H. U, Allan,
reports | —

“Ttis afact that the maps of many of the early
settled parishes, subdivided as they originally
were into numerous valuable farm sections,
present the appearance of so many draught.
hoard squares, from which the men are missing—
the land of whole parishes having become, in
many instances, merged in one large estate, the
property of one person, ™

Such are the statements of responsible officers
of the Crown, recorded in (overnment docu-
ments and publications.  But they are passed
without comment by those who havean interest
in the maintenance of existing conditions, with
the hope that the gaze of the general public will
never rest upon their pages. When the Labor
Party turns to discover how those statements are
in agreement with recorded facts, and gives the
results of its investigations to the public for
consideration, when silence no longer avails,
the facts are denied, the records impugned,
and the man wha can’t ses human settlement on
blank plains and sheep walks is said to be blind.

It may be asked * s it not a fact that the area
under cultivation has increased since 1881, from
1,997 943 acres to over 4,000,000 7

“ltie

“1s it not a fact that the number of men
engaged in the agricultural, dairying and
pastoral industries, have increased since 1881
from 77,000 to 102,000 ¥

It is

* Well then, if the area under cultivation is
increasing and the number of en eugaged there-
on is increasing, must it not be (as the drgus
put it) a matter of °common knowledge ’ that
the number of farm * Holdings ' must also in.
crease !’

* Not in the least. These things are not of
necessity either synonymous or co-existent, and

under modern conditions are very seldom so0.”
* * * *®

The Machine and the Crop

The counties of Borung, Kara Kara, Gladstone
and Moira, with their 11,500 square miles of
territory—their stagnant or declining popula-
tions their devreasing farm holdings—present
us with the spectacle of a steadily increasing
area of production side by side with a steadily
diminishing number of agricultural properties,
increase of casual laborers and a disappearing
yeomanry. Aggregation is marching, farm is
being joined to farm, and the expropriation of
the small farmer may and dues proceed side by
side with an increase of the area utilise
production of agricaltural wealth. ar has
this policy of monopoly operated
that whereas at the census of 1881,
77,008) men then engaged upon the sa
every 100 were farmers * working on their own
or employing labor,” at the last census (1901)
the proportion had fallen to 37 in every 104. The
actual decrease of holdings in the older settled
districts, is, as already shown, to be counted by
thousands, and whatever there is of increase is
to be found in the new territory opened up for
settlement. Lo the extent that the State has
opened up new territory, and created new farm
holdings, the actual extent of the buying out
operations in old districts has been hidden. But
the State has never (not even under its present
closer settlement law) done anything more than
pour water into a tank from which the water
is rapidly runuing at the other end. Every sub-
division of an estate is announced with a blast
of trumpets, but aggregation maves silently, and
with greater rapidity than the subdivisional
aetion,
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Eight Western Shires.

MapP No. 3 -COUNTIES DUNDAS, NORMANBY, FOLLETT and VILLIERS.

HE total area shown on Map No. 3 is 4.340.000 acres. In 1871 the area wlienated
T amounted 0 1,649,000 acres, the area under cultivation 78,000 acres, and the
holders 3701.  The census of that year gave the holders as 3840, of whom 3254
were occupiers of 350 acres and under.  The toual arca of‘ occupied Lf@wn lands
and private lands are shown on Map.  Since 1371 an additional area ?t 1,034,000
acres has drifted into private hands, but 1o.c00 acres have gone out of cultivation,
the holders have diminished to 3676, and a larger proportion are tenant farmers than
in the first mentioned year.

Since 1881 the construction of railways and other public works has iucrﬁeased
the value of saleable property. but the ratepayers on the rolls are yearly joo fewer.
There has been no increase in homes, farms, cultivation or population.  The onki_\'
increases have been in sheep and cautle. 1,657,000 acres, mainly heath land§, saﬁxit
remain in the possession of the Crown, but there is no publicly-detined policy for
its development.
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CITAPTER III,

The Population Siump

Between Port Phillip Bay and the South Aus-
iralian Border there are the ten Western Coun-
ties of Grant, Grenville, Polwarth, Ripon, Hawp-
den, Heyteshury, Dundas, Normanby, Villiers,
and Follet, cinhracing an areaof 15,545 square
miles, or HOUO K acres, In these Counties
there are five mining towns—Ararat, Ballarat
City, Scarsdale. Smythesdale. and Sebastapool :
five seaports—FPort Fairy, Portland. Warrnam -
bool, Queenschifl and Geelong: twa intenor
towns— Koroit and Hamilton, all of which have
municipal government apart from Shires.  The
sites of these Municipalities take up 25,000 acres
ant of a total of HLOOO (K. * The Shirex, there-
fore, ocenpy 994 per cent. of the total area of the
Western Counties and  theic population was,
at the taking of the decenmial census, as
follows :—

2 I I 17,4146
1881, S R RN
10,366,
P1E.454.

The recovery of 10,000 in population between
1891 and 1901 was brovght abont by the vx-
pangion of mining on the Pitfield Plains, «Gren-
ville Shire ). by the aperations of the Metropolitan
Board in Wyndham Shire. by the opening up
of the Otway Peninsula, by the share farming
on runs at Wickliffe and Maroona, and by the
tetting of portons of sheep runs for dairy pur-

*Population of 12 towns above-mentioned—

87 . 33,314
[£:7:7 SRR 79,164
1861, L B8082
1901 . 83300

Population of these towns added to papula-
don of Shires gives total popalation of Western
Disteret, at each decenal period,

poses in the vicinity of Terang.Colae and Camper-
down. This last action inereased the population
of the Shirex of Hampden and Colac by nearlv
3,000 But the populanon of these

s tery
Counties, towns and shires together, i gy
than it was 33 yvears ago: and the p
of the Shires s sl 6000 below the réd
figures of Id7H Every ohild born within !
territory during that period has had to tind o
hiving elsewhere.  This does not arise from the
fact that ounr western territory is in any way
crowded.  Mountainous  Switzerland  with  «
large portion of its area vovered in perpetual
~now, or too steep for cultivation, is no larger
than our Western Distriet, vet it finds sus-
tenance for a population three times that of all
Victoria.  Denmark is smaller than our Western
District. vet s carries over 2 U0 KN peaple.
Holland is one-third smaller, yet it carries o
population of four and a quarter millions,
Diuring the period 1371 to 1891, while the popula
tion of other parts of Victoria was rapidly in-
creasing, the Western Ihistrict was ondergoing
a process of rapid depopalation.  In 1871 the
Western Counties carried 28 per cent. of the
popndation s in 188, 21 per cent.: in 180,
165 per cent.; and in T9OL, from causes men -
tioned, a revival to 174 per cent.

* #* #* *

fMen v. Monopaoly

In 1871 therve were in the Western Distriet.
11847 holders, whe held S.H082 acres.  In
IN81 there were 10,607 holders whao held 6.070,
2 acres. In 04 the total agricultural, dairy -
ing. and pastoral holders were 10,4849, and thes
hebd between theo 6,838,750 acres.  In 1871 the
aren under cnltivation was 315,604 acres. In
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1881 the area under cultivation was only 281,285
acres.  From that on, cultivation steadily de-
clined. In recent vears, owing to the causes to
which we have referred. there has been a revival:
but in only one vear (1#4) did the area under
cultivation surpass that of I871, and in the
majority of the Western Counties the area under
cultivation s still below that of the first vear
mentioned.  Between LyMd and 18494 the actual
cultivators in the Western District dee ined by
over a thousand, il the land under cultivation
in the latter vear was nearly a 100000 acres
helow that of the year 18371,

How insignmficant i the amount of cultivation
in the Western District, may be seen by acom-
parison with the North Eastern  County of
Meaira,  Moira has ouly one-fourth the area, yet
has fifty per cent. more land under the plough.
ultivated ouly in the partial manner of Moira
tand there is no natural reason why more should
not he donej the Western Shires would have
2,000,000 additional acres under the plongh.
5,000 mwore farm holdings, and 64,000 more
people.  What that must mean to the ports of
Warrnambool and teelong — to the raillways
to the revenues of the State, to the commercial
class and the manufacturing indostries—no man
needs telling.

Monopoly is @ Tax on Production

Be it here noted that the decline of population. of
cultivation and holdings. in this territory was
not the outeone of any policy of the Labor Party
Gut of the policy that preceded its advent.
Secondly, the value of land in the Western
District has been increased by millions, not by
any imerease of population, not by the improved
productive uses to which the soil has been put,
but by the expenditure of public money upon
ports and harbors, and the construction of lines
and other public works and facilities. The
interest upon these millions, wita the loss upon
fines running throngh territory peopled mainly
by sheep, has not only meant taxation upon pro-
ducers in all parts of the State, but it means that
so dong @5 Parliciment refuses to impose @ e upon
lunded wonapoly, so long mnst Bailway Cownis-
siopers {mpose wpon growers of produce throaghout
the ugricultural regons o lagher  freight claayge
theoe would otherawes: be wecessary.

The Western Rails

The disastrous effect of wmonapaly upon
the revenues of the State railwavs has been
already illustrated in the columns of the
“Pocsin.”  In oan article (April 230 1004

I made use of these words: —

Excluding the four terminals — Ballarut,
Avarat,  Warrnamhbool, and Gecdong the
population and rhe amount of prodnction
on the areas served may be gauged by the
passenger and goods trafic earning- at the
stations hetween the terminals,  The Gee-
long to Ballarat line is 534 miles— the sta-
tions 10. the passenger fares raken. €4431,
so that on a line costing £35.491 per mile
to constriet, the passenger earninus per
mile are s 6d per dav.

From Ballarar to Ararat i< 37 niles.
the <tations eight, the veurly  passenger
earnings £3606. of whieh Beautort. ted hy
the Raglan mines, contributes 60 per cent
Upon this line. costing £7247 per mile. the
passenger earnings per mile are 3~ 10d per
day.

The line from Avarat to Woror s 06}
miles. and cost  £404.000. Of thiz line 16}
miles  between Dunkeld and  Penshurst,
eosting £60.000. had to be pulled up. pas
sengers and goods being sent along the two sides
of a triangle through Hamilton, hecause
Ritehie and Silas Harding preterved  to
keep the land mder sheep, and  walk
those sheep to market. rather than truck
themy.  On the first section of this line.
17y miles. Ararat to Dunkeld- cost,
£2:30 000 —the parsenger earnings per nhitle
are 2s Gd per day. On the section. Dun-
keld to Penshurst, there is £60.000 lost
capital,. a perpetual interest chavge upon
such capital, and no earnings. On the
third seetion. Penshurst to Koromt— cost of
construetion £114.000—rthe passongor oarn-
ings per mile are 9d per day. Warrnam-
hool to Geelong. with the two northern
hranches, Mortiake and Beeac. i~ 143 niles
--cost of construction £D060.000. the stu-
tions 27-—the fares collected in .  year
£321,000. of which two-thirds vere collect-
vd at Terang, Camperdown  and  Colac.
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showing what even a little sen-ettlement
can do dor a railvay.  On this line the
passenger fares, theretore, monnted up to
a daily average of 11s per mile.  The aver.
age over all the lines dealt with, less the
terminals. was. for each mile, Is 9d per
duy.

How little a squatter-ridden district con-
tribntes to the goods traffic of our lines
way be gauged by o comparison with agri-
culturul and mining areas.  The stations
upon  the lines mentioned gathered uap
117.000 tons of freighr.  The 60 miles of
Numurkah line, the 72 miles from Vielet
Town to Kilmore, the I4 miles of mining
country hetween Daylesford and Creswick,
esch guve our lines as much freight s
the 330 miles in the Western distrier.
Even 1 the drought-stricken Mallee
veur 1902-~the 64 miles between Coromby
Tanks and Hopetonn gave omr railways
68,000 tons of freight. or three times as
el per wmile as the squatter-owned West.

The most bountiful seasons that Na-
ture may confer can never make sheep
country perofitablie to Raillways. For
that purpose Wen and Products are

essential.
* * * »

Cast of Monopoly.

As we stand at present, produce- raisers
throughout the State pay freight charges, not
onlv o cover the transport cost of their own
conunudities, but to cover the loss in districts
that raise no product, and furnish no freight.
When o 100 miles of sheep walk stands between
the farmer and his market, it is inevitable that
the cost of transportation over that vacant
territory (unless made up out of taxation) must
be paid by the grower, and everv additional

———
rm«gsr"

DEMUOCRAUY.

agricultural appliance that he purchases pays in
added freight the cost of land monopoly.  More
favmers mean  not only more population and
less taxation upon each, but they mean more
produce, more freight for the lines, and lower
charges. Says the Government Statist (Year
buok, 1903, page 326, © The Government of
fifteen millions of people would. add very
little to the present cost of administration,
and  railway facilities  would  require  but
little extra expense to wmeet the wants of the
larger population.

stickney, in his o Railway Problems.”
savs:— When onee a railread ds hudte
trains wust rug, and it makes very little
difference in the cost of the  business
whether the cars go rull ar empty.”

And  Wellington. in his Ecut
Theary of Railway Location,” affirns™
— The addition of 30 tons weights
rrain of five ears will not licrease the ¢
sor coal une cent. a wmule. and ~ince
the pussengers that can he squeezed into
five cars will not weigh 30 tons. ir fol-
fows that the variation in the hantage cosi
of a five-car train, carrying 300 cr 400
passengers, and an empty five-car tram. s
but one cent. a mile.”’

Under existing conditions the man who holds
the most land and puts it to the least use, con-
tribute the least inaxation, and the least to the
up-keep of the railways. The more the agricul-
turalist o the dairy farmer labors, the more he

produces, the wmore he contributes o the raid-
ways and the Income Tax.

High railway freight, necessitated by non-
paying lines in sheep carryiog country, is a land
tax, imposed mot upon the value of the land, but
upon the industry of the occupier, and the
wealth produced.

o

Al
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Wimmera—The Granary of Victoria.

MAP No. 4.—COUNTIES of LOWAN, BORUNG and KARA KARA.

HE THIRTEEN SHIRES shown on Map No. 4 are mainly within the

three Couniies of Lowan, Borung, and Kara Kara. Within the county boundaries
the holdings since 581 have declined from 0,361 10 5,607.  The homesteads since
1391 have decreased by 867, and in eleven of the Shires population has suffered a
decline of 3,299.

‘The Wimmera furnishes an illustration of steadily increasing area of production side
by side with a diminishing number of homesteads.  Since 1851 two million acres have
gone into private hands, the area under cultivation has increased by 700,000 acres, and
the homesteads diminished by 1794. Farms are becoming larger but fewer. The period
ot greatest aggregation was between ‘81 and ‘g1 when the holdings diminished by y27,
while the area under cultivation increased by 477,000 acres, symbolising the rapid growth
of large-scale agricultural production.

Large estates are rapidly moving northwards.  One man admitted to the Railway
Sianding Committee that he held 10,400 acres near Jeparit (Lowan Shire), and the
banks are holding 40,coc and 30,000 acre blocks, none of which appear on the Land
Tax Register. Having got the land, the banks move vigarously for railway extension, and
sell for £2 or £3 per acre land obtained from the State for 5/-, or they farm out the
lands on the share system. ¢ The Railway Committee,”” said Mr. Melville,
DM.LC. (see ® Hansard.” 26th July, 1gos) * saw plenty of wheat fislds, but
they did not see any houses; the Setltlars were not in evidence.””
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CHAPTER IV

The *“ Share " System

There is another aspect of the land guestion
not to be lightly overlooked.  When the mono-
polist spreads his tentacles over a country side,
and voraciously absorbs every holding within his
reach, he may transform it into a sheep walk or
an agricultural bonanza, in citherof which cases
the State statistics indicate the expulsion of the
Yeomanry, and the Taxation Officer colors the
district land map with the symbols of the par.
ticular monopolist.  But the monopolist may
not do either one or the other. The solitary
cloriex of a sheep walk mav to him  have no
attraction, and the anxieties pertaining to the
ontrol and administration of large agricultural
properties may not he a subject worthy of
ambition. Perchance he prefers the profits that
‘ome without responsibility and without worry,
His monopoly in conjunction with that of others
has given to land an artificial value. The ad-
vance of monopaly means fewer properties fo-
sale and advanee jn price accordingly. The
annnal rental value begins to mount towards the
price at which monopoly purchased. To let
ander these conditions is not only to re-populate

the devastated territory, and further enhance
selling and rental valuex, but ensures a per-
manent ineome of princely proportions, o a
number of men are permitted to bring ploughs
and hotses 10 cultivate the soil, sow and reap
thereon, with a stipulation that a definite per-
centage of the product of labor must go to the
Lord of the Soil. He will permit dairy farmers
to inhabit his earth on like conditions and the
tribute to be paid whether it be in cash or pro-
duce, will vary from the horders of Philanthropy
o the

LSO R

fuuits of Rack Rent, according to il
tv g greed of the varticular monopolist,

The Transition

It is upon such vonditions that the superticial
abserver turns hiz gaze and sapiestly remarks
that there are as many farmers upon the mono-
polised territory as before monopoly spread i
net. There are but wnder vastly differen

<

ditions,  The farmer is no longer a frech
tilling his own soil.  He is a tributor payi
tribute to men who own territories they can?
not of themselves utilise, and from which they

derive without risk or responsibility an tumensi

v
of wealth which they know not how to consum,
or enjoy. It s the modernisation of the old
feudal system, It is the Jocalisation in the new
world of the iniquitous land system of the old.
Note then, that not only are farm holdings di-
minishing in number ,but that there is going on a
rapid trapsition of the agricultural produren'~
from a freeholding Yeomanry into agricultural
tributors and tenants.

.

The Bonanza King

Yot tne man, ambitions to be the chief of an
Agricultural Bonanaza, and the Land Magnate,
who derives his income from his agricultural
tributors, may furnish some justification for
their existence.  The first may say :

It s true that I have acyuired a score or
more of little farms and that my plougns and
harrows pass over the places where once their
homes stood. It is true that upon this territory
agricultural products are now raised by casually
employed labor instead of as formerly by a body
of resident freeholding Yeomanry . [ know that
this =yetem makes home life mnpossible o any.
body but myself ; but then it is this large scale
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svstenn of tarudug to which dhe niost citective
and economic wethods can he applied. We
work with more machinery and fewer men. 1
know that so great has been the advance of
machinerv—the economy i methods and en-
largement in the seale of production, that ta-day
in Vietoria, we cultivate L0 acres of land,
with 43 per cent, less labar thanin 1881, LThnow
that the area under cultivation has increased 152
per cent., and that the demand for agrieultinal
fabor has increased only 33 per cent. I know
that if a nntlion acres of cultivated land furnished
ax many farm bomes and as much labor as in
1881, we should have 13,000 more homesteads
and 80,000 more men employed m our fiekds: but
then the fundamentals of capitalist production
are not homesteads, but cheapness, and if home-
~teads stand in the wayv of economie production,
then homesteads wust disappear.  Even if agri.
cultural machinery has rednced the demand
for labor, relative to the area under cultivation,
that labor has found an outlet in the mann-
facture of agricaltural appliances, and in the
transport of the additional products raised by
the use of such machinery.”

The foregoing is the argument of the man, who
1o carry on large scale sgriculture, mops up at
every opportunity the property of his neigh-

bren Put in brief it means—larger farms—

fewer  homes—more  machinery—less labor—
cheapened production—meore  profit.  Incident-
ally we get an insight inte one of the causes of
the modern  phenomenz of  city  growths.
Every advance in the use of agricnltural machin-
ery means Jess work in the tields, and more in
the factory—less in the country and more in the
manufacturing centres.  This i unavoidable.
hut there are the other contributory causes,
born  of wasteful monopoly, that have no
econoniic justification whatever,

The wounld-be Bananza Kings justify  their
actions on econoniie grounds. and on the grounds
of the larger responsibilities which they nnder-
take, and the indunstrial functions which they
perform : so also the territorial magpates wha
et their lands or a poction thereof on agricultural
tributes, elaim to he awarded the laurels of
Philanthrophy, because at Jeast they permit
soie buman beings to inhabit their dominions,
ata price and withont responsibility to the owner.
What, however, can be ~ud for those who par
sue the policy of monopoly for ne higher pur-

prome thai to transforne agtienltural progoertics
into sheep walks ¥
*

The Sheep Walk

The productive value of land nsed for sheep
i izignificant, compared with land put uader
the plough. A sheep walk makes no call for
agricnltural appliances, gives no stimuolus to
the industrial factories or impetuas to the huild -
ing trades.  Unlike farming, it creates no local
mdustry outside of itself. Out of it there arises
no howme market for its own products, and of
all industries it makes the least demand on
human labor. [t never decks a landseape with
thriving homes

it is the negation of howmwe and
of home fife for all who live or nope to live by
industrious effort.  Here and there the mansion
of the squatter baron erects its head in grie
solitude,  Outside of it there is only sheep
and silence.  That is all—hur shearing time,
Railway facilities furnished for pastoral country
are a perpetual tax upon the rest of the communi.
v and where shecp take the place of men and
families and habitations, the demand for lahor
diminishes, production falls off, populations
fade away, and the revenues of the atficted
municipalities commence to rapidly declive.

Amongst the Shires that raise less revenue
from rates than they did in 1881, are : Belfast,
Ballan, Bungaree, Bet Bet, Mount Rouse, Ripon,
Ararat, Huntly, Glenlyon, Glenelg, Newham,
Newstead, Springtield, Mount Franklin, Rose-
dale, and Metcalfe. The average fall is ten per
cent. below that of 1881,

* - * L3

Earth Hunger

Some of these Shires are partially miniag, but
the majority reflect the transition frowm agri-
cultural activity o pastoral lethargy.  Taere
are athers—many of them—where decline is of
wore recent origin, and if illustration is needed,
one has only to turn to the Shire of East Loddon,
north of Bendigo, between the towns of Raywood
and Mitiamo, on the Swan Hill line.  This Shire
is practically owned by less than s dozen men,
of  whom  Atkinson, Ettershank, Motfat,
and Coutts are the most notable.  The properties
of Mr. Harry Leigh Atkinson start south at
Ravenwood. in Marong Shire, and hus most
nertnern acquisitions are in Mologo, nortn of
Mitiamo,  Piece by piece, wheneser opportunity
oceurs, he adds to bis dominions. Mavhap be
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dresecs of nn cpire that <hall el the Ling
doms of the Chirnsides and the Russells, and
stretel inoan unbroken chain, through Marony
and Loddon. to the waters of the Murray.

These yentlemen hungry for a planet on their
own. have practically elosed down on East
Loddon. They wown the bulk and are reaching
for the rest. Whenever an agricultural property
an their borders 15 put upon the market they
pounce upon it.  Agriculture cannot advance.
Tue only move it can make is to  move
backward —and it does.  People cannot find a
Hving.  They must luok elsewhere—and they
da. Nobady wants to huy their homes,  The
monopolist has no need of them. The only
thing to dois to pull them down snd sell them for
firewood or cart them away.  So in East Loddon
to-day. there are fewer howmes and the revenues
of the Shire are 30 per cent., the ratepayers on
roll, 35 per cent., and the population 30 per cent.
less than in the year 1891, Monopoly has ad-
vanced aud in proportion as it has advanced the
prosperity of the Shire and its population has
retreated.

Adjoining Bast Loddon is the Shire of Echuea
of which Hugh McRenzie, the member for the
district, reported to  Parliament 130th June,
1904) that :—"" Twenty vears ago in six parishes,
fnnmediately on the west side of Echuca, there
were (14 selectors—an the 23rd March, 1902, the
aumber of selectors in those parishes were only
27

* k3 - -
The Bogies

Mr. MeRenzie aseribed this decline to want
ut water. but the same process of depopulation
has gone on in all parts of the State, even where
water s abundant, the soil most prolific and
transit facilities of the very best. In Echuca
shire as in East Loddon, population and habita -
tions have diminished. In the adjoining Shires
of Deakin and Waranga, a similar provess has
taken place, and if it beattempted to explain
this by " wantof water,” it is only necessury
turn to the Gippsland shires of Rosedale and
Traralgon. where the populations have dimin-
ished, by 600, and the habitations are fewer hy
120, Nor can the causes be aseribed to Labor
Party, because monopoly had got its grip prior to
the advent of Labor Party.  Long before it came
into existence  the stagnation of agriculture in
the ulder settled distriers and the decline ot

popubdion therein ool neede thele ~taiisinoal
mark.,  So mnach so tat the then Government
Statist, Mr. Hayvier, drew  public  attenton
o the subject ensus Report. 18915, and
assigned the principle reason to 7 the absorp-
tion of small by lurge holdings. aud the faci
that land formerly cultivated Jas reverted o
grazing.”

In this fact is to be found the reason for the
decline of population in the Fohuea, Loddon.
Peakin, Warangs and other Northern Shives—
not want of run or railways or Labor Pariy
existence.  Thut the causes are to be discovered
in the iniguity of Law permitting the donfe of
monopoly, rather than in the vicissitudes ot
nature, way be proven by rhe fact tat while
during ten years 11841 to 1901 the populations
of the Wimmera and of the coanties of Glad.
stone, Gunbower and Rodney actually declined,
the more arid, distant, and  drought-stricken
Mallee increased 11s population by uearly 10000

The abolition of the sheep walk does not mean
a decline in tne production or exportation of
woul or mutton.  New Zealand has more Jand
under the plough today than ever in } s
career. vet she carries more live stock. H
exportation of agricultural products bas gof
up by leaps and bounds, so also has h
exportation of beef and mutton.  Land under
the plough not valy provides more labor upon
the land, stimulates manafactures, augments the
population and enlarges the home market, but
enables more food to be produced, not only for
human beings but for live stock of every des-
cription. {'bus wherever extensive and np-1o date
methods are applied to tne augmentation of the
agricultural resources of the soil, there arises
therefrom not only additional agricultural wealth
but the means whereby more sheep and cattle
can be carried wspon  the sucfuce than was
ever possible under primitive conditions—con.
ditions exhibited in our midst by the sheepwalk,
nothing in advance of Abram and his Hocke.

The Cheviot KEstate in N.Z. under Closer
Settlement carries just twice the number of
sheep it supported when held as a mere run,
and the same applies to Waudo Vale. a Closer
Settlemeat property in Victoria. ‘I'he large
sheep run as a method of sheep production is
ohsolete and as non-ecomomic as a wooden
plough.
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Counties of Talbot & Bendigo.

MAP No. §.-17 SHIRES.

HE MAP, when first drawn, ouly inctuded Shires in which mining was being
carried on, but the Shire of Loddon and the south riding of Echuca Shire
were subsequenily added in  order o complete County Bendigo, and show the
northward extension of the Atkinson properties. It is common when dealing with
mining territory to ascribe the decline of population to the decadence of the indusiny
But the mining centres (towns shown on map in small black squares) while they have
fluctuated in population with the varying fortunes of the mining indusiry, have not,
taken as a whole, suffered any decline as compared with 1371, yet the Shires
have lost in population nearly zo,000.  Between 1871 and 18381 the population of
the shires in County Talbot declined by 12,000, the farm holdings diminished by
1,035 and 50,600 acres went out of cultivation.

The agricuhwral  decadence during that period had a serious eftect upon
employment and population. The decline in County Hendigo did not commence
until 1831, since when the holdings have diminished by 341, and in  County
Talbor, by an additional oy6. lo Marong and Huntly Shires there has been
in recent years a revival of agriculture, but that culdvation is upon fewer farms.
That in turn means, as elsewhere, fewer homesteads and a smaller population.
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CHAPTER V.

The Sheep Tax.

There is in Victoria a se-called Laund
Tax. Tt classifies large estates as 1st.
2nd. Jrd. and dth class; values them as
worth four, three, two, or one pound per
sere; taxes them at 3 d in the pound
on a L4 limit, and hases the valuation
upon the assumed sheep-carrying capueity
of the ground.  The tax was first im-
posed in 1877,  Counsidering the then
population, the condition of the roads. the
nncleared state of many of the tased pro-
perties, and the absence of vailway faci-
lities, the valnations (however crude the
method) closely appraximated to the ac-
tual values of the large estates at that
time.

The object of the tax was to hring
dout the disentegration of the hage os
tates, but 1o failed—

Ist. Because the tax was not graduated,
and fell per acre as heavily upon the man
with 3000 acres as upon the man with
half a million.

2nd. Becaure Govermument after Govern-
ment permitted the owners to secure re-
duction after reduction in the classifica-
rion and taxation of thelr properties,
that. upen praectically the same arveas.
they pay £121.409 per annuwn less in taxa-
tion than they did twenty-eight years ago.
They then paid £215.779; they now pay
£Y4.370.

drd. Becanse the construction ot rail-
wavs through sheep country has given to
he darge estates not only an additional
industrial valne, hut provides cheap trans-

port tor sheep and wool.  To the com-
munity these lines are a loss, but to the
~gnatters the improved and cheapened
transport means practically a refund of
the'r taxation.

Thus the Land Tax. that was at the
time of its inception a heavy penalty
upon menopoly, has been rendered ntterly
worthless for the industrial and social
ends that it was inaugurated fo secure.
In 1878 the large estates contributed
one-eighth of the total taxation of the
State- to-day only one-fortieth. It the
owners had to contribute as large a pro-
portion of the State taxes, as they did
twenty-eight yemrs ago, they would have
to pay to the Vietorian Tressury
£443,750 per annum, or £349.380 more
than they are paying at the present rime.

% # %* @
The Evaders.

At the inception of the Land Tax. the
large estates were valued at close on
fourteen and » half millions.  No sooner,
however, were the original classifications
finished than the owners commenced to
engineer 1o yet their estates down from
the higher valuation, or class, nto the
very lowest, In that good work of sav-
ing their pockets they have never ceased,
while they have persistently agitated for
the  construction of non-paving  lines
through their properties in order to se-
cure cheap carriage for their wool. and
added value to their properties. By 1890
thev had got the valuations down fo
twelve millions, and at the present time
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-0 helow ten nnthions, thus, upon we
rame area. they pay taxation upon 4}
milhions lover valuation per annnm tlan
they did in 1878, The pushing down
of the class and valuation cuables the
monopolists to cseape taxation in another
diveetion.  Every owner is granted ' ex-
emption 7 to the cxtent of £2500. When
valued in the Ist class. ap estate of J300
acrex, at L4 wordd  he  £10.000. upen
L7300 of which the owner wonld pay
tux, £93 15s. 625 acres heing exempr. It
the owner can get this estate assessed
down o 4th eclas.. then the whole estate
15 tfexempt.” it disappears from the res
uister, the owner pays nothing.  Fyery
time an  Assensor cant be  persuaded 1o
push o 40,000 acre estate from the Znd
into the {dth clas~, the squatrer seves
L1000 per annum, and the State foses i1,
The shed tallies at ~heariug time 1 dhver
evidenee that the carrving capacity of
the gronnd. in the majority of ostates, s
fur in excess of the vates ot which the
estates are assessed. By the twe methods
described (the pushing down of the clusi-
fiecation. and the consequent ibcrease in
the area of exemptions). the large estate
awners have, eince the original classifica-
tion, been enabled to escape 3d. in
the pound payment upon 674 millions.

A false declaration as te income,
or the undervailuation of imports are
punishable offences. The uader-
assessment of the large estales is
aise a vielation of the Jaw, but

body is resp ikie or ishable.

| 4

At the present time the anly large s
tates in the lst class are these of Wil
son. of Pirron Yallock. Turnbull and Mrs
stanley, of Coleraine, and Henty, of Cas-
terton. The extate of Perev Chirnside.
#t Werrthee, s in the 4th class. Fhe
Metropolitun Bourd of Works purchinsed
from him 9000 acres, at £17 per acre. for
sewerage purposes. It has improved the
wrazing quality ot the land, and i~ now
taxed as let class. se that the ratepavers
o Melhourne are called upon to pay
a tax of ls per acre, while Chirnside. on
similar land, psid only 3d. All the ses-
tates wround Skipron are in the Jeh class,
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nut Farmer John Gardiner, of skipron, -
proves his land, and s, therefore. 1axed
on a higher seale. It elassified lihe his
wealthy  neighboars, bhe would be  out-
side the radius of taxation, and hix name
wonld not appear on the register.  The
ety other owners whose estates appear
in the first class arve mostly small graziers,
with a few men of the Gardiner tvpe, or
men like Foster. of Boisdale, who pass
the tax on to the producing tenant.
P T

Evasion and Effects

The reduetion  of  classification has
another pesult, apart altogether from the
tinanecial advantage to the monopoliser —
the process of aggregation ix concealed. If
a man owns, =ay, 2240 acres, classed
either 1st, 2nd, or 3rd, and can get the
aerensor o designate it dth elass, then
that estate disappears trom the yegister,
and it a bundred men cavry out the op-
eration. it appears to the publie gaze that
large estates have heen hroken up to the
extent of some quarter million acres. On
the other hand, when a man mops up
~even 320 acre sections, half a  dozen
homesteads and families have disappeared.
There has heen got together, under one
ownership, 2240 acres.  Jt the little mon-
opoliser can show that the estates of all
the yreat monopolisers round about are
only graded 4th class, he has a legitimate
claim for similar treatment. so his name
aned estate does not appear.  If only 150
men do ditto.. 1000 homesteads and fami-
lies have disappeared from the soil, but
the Land Register gives no indication of
the expansion of monopoly. Only when
the estate gets hevond 2500 acres does it
hecame unavoidably liable to inelusion in
even the lowest class of the register. and
will not even then be included unless the
Land Tax officer should chanee to find 1t
out for himself. Dr.  Atkinson  owns
seven estates. each over the taxable area.
How many he owns under the tasalle
area nobody knows but Dr. Atkinson, mir
Rupert Clarke, apart from his huge es-
rate at Sunbury, owns many other pro-
perties over the tausable arca, trom Port
¥Fairy, in the west, to as far east as the
snowy Miver, How many properties he




23 MONOPOLY AND DEMOUCRAUY.

own~ that are nnder the tasable area
and. therefore. not appearing on the ie-
wister. probably even St Rupert hinesels
does not know

Comparisons.

The existing band Tax, regarded as a
Fevenie ratser. is uselessoas on nesos ot
bringing lunds into producuve use it
an absiedlov s and, dn des dsesleneel ds an
inguity. pressing most heavily upon tin
poorest class of graziers m the Stare. The
lavwest and richest estates are survonnded

and  mtersected by State-cobstUinicered

fines Munv of them are i close prox-
ity to large centres of populativn, and
to the ports of shipwent. Yer the pro-

perties of Nir Rupert Clarke ar Sanburs.
of Chirnsde at Werribee, and ot the ma-
jovity ol the Western district squaiters,
are rated 4th oelass, and pay 3d per acrc
tan. although wany ar them carn thew
rates and taxes by letting small portions
of their runs ar 30s and npwards per an-
num rentale.

o the  wonntain conntry towards
Koscinsko, there are little propertio-. <nch
as those he'd by Thomas  Waters  and
Messrs. Lukins and Masters.  Their cs-
tates are rated 3rd and 2nd class respec-
tively, The estates of Williwm  Puaton.
at Tallandoon (Bogong), is rated 2nd elase,
The estates of Thomas Nevinonr, of De-
derany, and of John M Donald. ar Gun-
dowrimg are rated drd elass. The e
tate or Thomas Deane, in the mountmin
country east of  Mansfield, is rated ded.

Al rhese anen are Bueoremote e rals
ways or markers, yet they are called npon
under the existing Land Tax. rendered an
abortion by jrs adimdnisteation, o pay
twice and three times as much per acre
ax the suannooth holders in elose proxine-
ity to Melhourne and Geelong.

Take one more iHustration. The Ea-
say station. i the Omeo distrier, is mostiv
rated 3rd class. The property is far frow
woraibway, and the roads arve had, and the
cosT of transit i very heavy, et Ensav
pays twice as juuch per acre a~ station
properties  near  Melbourne, carrving  as
manyand. dnsome cases. more sheep per

acre.  Yet the owner, Mr  Hamlton. tol
erates this miquiry and looks with drend
wpon the wdvenr of o parey that wondd re-
move i, waintan the Tambo Valley roau

E national »ork. and cheapen his rran-
sir oon road and val by oplacing the bar-
den on lands. iu proportion us they haye
been ewriched by the expenditnre ar it

fros of  public oney.

Aggregation.
Taking the Lamd Tax Register s a0

it oshows thar L4 sndividoals. padiies o2
corporations own 800U acres, and that

Iuz  own 3034000 acres, so 116 own
293U This i~ one-fourth the
toral ablenated  rea o the State ans

three-teweths of the ares appearning upa
tine register Bur the register dloes wos
tecesmarily show the total area hield by
thesc rew Tannthes and corporations.

oo There i+ no compuision tpone i

ownels to mtke o sworn declaration a

the torad extent of thelr properTies.

2l The taxution officer st wet e
ictormacion frows the Titles Oftice. and ir
Lo tiisses a transter the wonopolist gets
the benefit.

drd. The monopolist may own mnu
able properties throughont the Srate
s der the taxable are

dth. The evidence given lefore the R
war Committee. veterred to by Melville
MOLC. Talv 26190550 and Felgar, M.L.C
(Aug, 30 1905, demonstrates thar large
wrens are held byoindividnais aud banks
without any appearance of such estares
vpion the register

Grh Reeent restmprions by the Govern-
went have shown thar  seversl estates
swhen wanted e cluser settlement, are
farzer than appears rrow the register,

This last arises iroin rhie facr that winen
the wouopolist bruyvs up additional proper-
ties o his vigtons houndaries, the taxa-
rron officer mnst trear them as separnie
properties.  He cannot add 1o the origina
assesaitent, and dnless the nevw veaeguived
properties are ot themselves within a rax-
able cliss and area. the officer cun rake
nu cagnisauce ot these additions 1o the
seaininoth holdings.
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The  reduction or classificaCons s,
theretore. not only deprived the Mtate ot
@ roand auillion in pevenne. butoit has
exchuded millione of weres from the regis-
ter.  The number of persons whose names
apperr apon the register i= 3720 of whom
368 own only an average of 1200 acres, i
blocks hetween 40 and 2000 acres. ‘The
tiovernwment Statist. in his last report shows
that 467 persons hold 1H497.000 acres of
alienated and leasebold fand.  The Land
Tax Hegister shows that {1t uwn at
least D20k acres of actually alienated
territary Tuking ot the cnmerared
fact< mto considerstion. 1t 1 well suthan
the Huoar to afirne that 580 indivie
duals, famiiles, or corporations own
oneg-hall of the alienated lands ol
Victoria.

Two Shires.

The twa shires o Mortlake and Hangse
den e typieal of the Western distrnier
Together they ake up the County of
Hampden, Thelr total area 1» 1813 wquare
miles, or LIBOWOOU acres, of  wiieh 28
faunlics own 800000 weres, wearly three-
tourth-

The raial population —men. women and
children—i~ 10.030. of whomw 3160 reside
o the tliee towns of Terang. Uainper-
down and  Mortlake I these  towns
there are 332 dwelling<. In the vieinity
ot these towns, where o tew of the squat-
ters lmve sub-let a portion ol their es-
tates tor dairving purposes, there are 789
dwellings. Over  thiee-fonrths  of  the
aven fhere 1x oondy one hiwan hadatation
— ot~ tent. oF hnmipy for every seven
syitre aniles of conntry, The number ot
persons who keep dairy cows are 64 the
nianber of cows 24238, Allow e three
acre~ iooa cuw . the area o owsed i THGHY
acres Lo these two shires the avea nsed
for Iruitgrowing or loe the ruls-ing ob root
and wrain erops b oonly TT3 weres. o tha
over an area of nearby a omillion and o
quarter acres onlv 67 porocent. ot the fand
'

is vl tor dabrving and agriendooal pae-
pose-. Over the rensunders 1101328

acres - the squatters sun their flocks and

farmsh an olated  existence ror oa lew

hundeed persons sed ouly in the par

tial unuer that it b wsad avound Came

perdown  and Terang.  this Jarger  arvea
wauld Turenisd o tivelihood for over HHGODG
additionsl citizens  upon  the  soil It

would give an lmpetus to the huilding
trade. 10 the manufactures of the civy, and
s tent the  revenues ol the Siare
not by additional raxation. but by the in-
ereased mnber o contributors,

These two ~hires value  the  territory
within theiv bovder-. with all tmprovements
thereon - Terang., Camperdosn aud Mort-
Iake ineloded  a~ worch  £3.587,100. an
average value, fand wnd improvements, ol
£1 Ty per acre. The revenue from rates
i~ L1530 of which the hulk s provided
by othe towns mentioned, and by dain
Tariing tenants i proxipit ¥ to those
towns.  Thewe rates are not sufficient for
tocat roads and brtdges work. =0 the shives
dravw mrow the State the sum of  £2000.
The squattor ramilies have closed 1n, and
s for ~heep grazing in these two shires
16,837 acres of Crown lands (closed roads).
The vaces which they pay tor loeal govern
went purpases would not he a decent ren-
tal upon the State properties, which they
have been allowed to ocenpy aud use for
veurs withont a penny payment.”

The majority of these large estates are
graded fourth-class for <heep Tax purposes.
and are rated at about 3s per acre annual
ealne for loeal Government purposes. The
owner of a 30,000 acre estate s this
galled upon to pay, less exemption.
per annum tu the State and £375 to the
mitnicipaliny . or £968 in all. It he lets
out L0 acres tor darying or agricul
tirnl purposes. at 30s per acre, he us i
veceipt of £1300 the tenants  pas the
rates and raxes upon the cntire estate
The wnnmerpalivies sy rase the valinoen
of the ler portion. and the State may
place that pordon dard or secand-class
in the Sheep Tax Register; but the fuet
yemains that it 18 onlv necessary 1o ten-
ant a small portion of the estate 1n arder
to carn enough to free the entire property
from all Babilicy, cither 1o State or muni-
cipality.

‘ Under Closed Ruads Act they now pay rent.
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Farmer v. Squatier.

Wedged in amongst the large. stites

there is here and there o freehold favm— -

a speck on the horizon—an oasis in  the
midst of vomparative desolation. The
mmensity  of  wealth capable of being
produced from even Lhe inferior soils of
the Western District is demonstrated by
the operations of Mr. John Gardiner on
his farm at Skipton. A writer in the
“Agricultural Gazette” (March, 1905,
avers that Mr. Gardiner's land is  no
different from the surrounding  estatos.
that the gracing wverage under the ob-
solete wethods of  sheep eulture  main-
tained by the squattocracy is ouly one
sheep to the aere; and that, jrom an
agricultural point of view, the land s
by noe means promising.  Yet o thix
land  Mr. (Gardiner, pursuing up-to~date
farming methords, gets 4 wheat average
of 24 bushels  per acre; of oats 10
bushels, and upon his rape fallows runs
for five months out of the 12 an aver-
age of 18 sheep to the acre. A portion
of the land is under green peus for pis
feeding purposes; and, besides the shecp
and pigs, the land carries, 50 head of
cattle and 40 horses for farm work, A
large proportion of this farn is stil}
under natural grass, but the writer in
the “"Agricultural Gazette” declares that
the railway way bills show that in pro-
portion to arca Mr. Gardiner fornishes
ten times as uuch freight to the rail-
wavs as any of the surrounding estatis,
B - = *

industry Taxed.

It the 4,000 square nilés of  country
shown on No. 1. map were operated on
similar prineiples, it would mean an at-
dition of 11 million tons o (reight 1o
our  railways,  and  an addidon of at
least half a million to the railway re-
Ve, The additional cmployiment aud
population arising ifrom land so utilisel
waould nean an  inioense augmientation
of national wealth—an assurance of an
immense annual surplus. and the inevit-
able result of sueh surplus would mean
facilities for further expansion, for a vee
duction of  faxation. and remission o

DEMOCRACY.

railway charges. i Mr. dardiner gives
ten times  as wmuch  1reight to the rail-
ways as his neighbours, so alse doos he
furnish additional work to shearers and
ploughinen, to the loaders of wheat, and
wool, and mutton, to waggon  builders.
harness makers, makers of agrieultural
implements, apd artificial manure work-
ers. Direcetly  and  indirectly, farms
opernted on principles similar to  those
followed by BMr. Gardiner, call into
existenee filty times as much wealth as
land devoted exclusively to sheep gras-
ing on virgin pastures, Yet Mr. Gar-
diner is taxed. oot upon his land, but
upon his industry. Round about hiw
are  the estates of  Bridges, Austin,
Uhirnside, and Hussell.  Their land {or
sheep tax purposes is placed in the low-
est class,  Mr, Gardiner’s land in  its
virgin state is npu hetter, Jlassed ke
the  surrounding estates, he would es-
cape the operations  of the sheep tax,
hut because by the application of scien-
titie methods he has given to his land a
higher sheep-carrying capacity, he is
called upon to pay a higher tax. If the
adjoining  estates  were  placed in  the
same  class  as  Mr. Gardiner's, farm,
Messrs. Hridges. Austip, Chirnside, and
Hussell would have to contribute an ad-
ditional swmn of L2671 to the regenves
of the State, ‘T'he sheep tax
farmers ke Mr. Jobn Gurdiner i
fore distinetly o tax upon indust
a premium towards the maintenan

Iand  monoepoly. Secondlyv, every  in-
crease i the productivity of an acre
means  an ioerease  of  Income  Tax.
Phirdly.  reduction of railway ireights
can only Iollow an inerease of  goods
carried.  so  that the cost of railwav
nutintenanee can be slistributed gver e
larger nuwmber of praducts, thercefore anv
law that bhases taxation upon the valuc
of land instead of its product must be a
law favourable to the interests of pro-
ducers,  Nothing  could be wmore inte-
resting than to be able to compare the
freight  charges.  the incowme and sheep
taxes paid by Mpr, Gavdiper and une of

the neighbouring squatlers in order ‘o
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see how nuch each paid per acre of land
held, A graduated land ~value tax
would ean to men like Mr. Gardiner a
tinancial gain, while to the neighbour-
ing squatters it would mean that they
would have to put their land to a
higher productive use or else subdivide
amd give somebody else a chance to
five.
* * 3 #

Resumption and Railways.

That Mr. Gardiner has not got
hold of an isolated patch of rich land
is proven, not only by the evidepee of
agricultural  experts, but by the fact
that further west Mr. Arthur Murphy.
pursuing similar methods, hag achieved
equallv good results:  but neither of
them can get raifway ifacilities, because
rarms are so few, and the large settlers
so dominant. The proposed railway
from Linton, through Skipton, Strea-
tham, ta Luake Bolae, a distance of {10
miles, would pass through three estates
and would, as in the case of the Dun-
kelid-’enshurst line, he regarded byv the
squatters as a convenience for the tran-
=it of their sheep. The result in one
case, as in the other, would he a dead
loss ta the community. The resump-
tion of large estates prior to the exten-
sion of railways into such territories is
the only guarantee of sound settlement
and profitable railway business. If the
district around Skipton possesses such
possibilities in wealth production, what
are the possibilities of the other por-
tions of that vast territory dealt with
on  the Na. 1 map. An agricultural
f.abourite who has resided in the Wes-
tern District for 80 vears says:i—

= ® & ®

“The once-Luxuriant Garden.’’

““ Tethbridge is sifuated twenty miles
from the port of Geelong. To the east of
Tethbridge. about one mile distant, is the
well-known Moorabool River, the valley of
which. for richness of soil. has no superior
in the Southern Hemisphere.  Here some
rhirty years ago was the sceme of husy
life.  Vinerards and orchards were plant-

ed, giving promise of the establishment
of industries which are as vet oniv in
their infaney. Owing to the ahmost un-
limited area of land available. the sertlers
discovered that there was an easier and
less tiring neans of livelihood, that of
grazing. The vineyards and orchurds
were allowed to grow wild, becoming even
a nuisance hy breeding codlin moth, which
is so destructive to Vietorian orchards in
other parts.  Thus through the curse of
large areas, cattle are grazing through the
ruins of the once luxuriant gardens. Twe
miles further up the river is the Muring-
hurk estate, owned by an absentee land-
lord. Here we find a still worse state of
things prevail.  The same rich soil over-
run with thistles to such an extenr that
cven the squatter’s sheep cannot pemetrate
them. It was with respect to this estate
that the manager petitioned -ncees<fully
against the shire valuation. with the resuls
that the annual rental value is set down
at 4s per acre, although portion i this
land is let to neighbouring farmers at 30s
per acre, and hundreds of acres mure. if
made available, would be ynickly taken
at the same price by men who are lenv-
ing the State to secure land in New Zes-
land or West Australia. Croes to the western
side of the Geelong and Ballarat line. ‘I'hree-
quarters of 4 mile takes you to the boundary
wall of Giolf Hill estate, owned hy another
absentee landlord. This estate includes some
of the richest soil in the State, yielding one
time twelve and thirteen tons of onions to the
acre. * * * *

dMigh unto Geelong.

Similar testimeny is obtainable in abund-
ance. Lying directly north from Geelong to
Ingleston, on the Melhourne-Ballarat line,
with the Geelong-Ballarat line for a western
houndary, and the Balliang Creek 1o the
enst, there are hundreds of thousands of
acres of good volcanie soil within an hour
of a shipping port, pearly the whole de-
voted to sheep, and of which Chirnside,
Austin, Armitage. Russell. and twelve
others own 393,000 acres.
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North-West Victoria,

COUNTIES MILLEWA, WEEAH AND KARKARGOC.
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NORTH-WEST VICTORIA.

COUNTIES of MILLEWA, WEEAH and KARKAROOC.

Acres

Area sccupied by aclual owners . 28,000
. o5 ,» Brivate tananis 522,000
Area alisnated . . 580,000
Land in process ol alianation.. 665,000
Bemaining Crown areas 7,436,000
“¥otal area . . . 8,651,000
Total population . - 8,875
Farms undar 200 acrss . . . 430
Farms between 200 and 1000 acres . T34
Farms over 1000 acres . - 287
Total farms . . . 1,481
Acras cultivated 422,783

On the question of Mallee Water Supply the Railway Commitee reported us
follows :—

«The Committee considers thal no Mallee areas should be made available for occu-
pation by settlers uniil some definite scheme for a supply of water for domestic and stock
purposes has been approved. ‘T'he cost of bringing water on to the area should be made
a charge on the land, which should not be classified until the water has been taken on to
it, as the presence of a supply for domestic and stock purposes enhances the value of the
land. In recent years the practice has been first to classify the land. puiting itinto 2
low class because of the absence of water or railways. and shortly afterwards. when a con-
tract has been made with the settiers that they are to get the freehold of their holdings at the
reduced classification, steps are taken to provide a supply of water, and also facilities for
geuting the produce of the seulers to marker. To continue that policy in the
future would be unjust to the Siate.”

But, as will be seen by the Map and the Stitistics attached thereto, cultivation, even on
the newest territory, is carried on in a very insignificant percentage of cases by bons jide owners,
the land having already fallen into the hands of financial eorporations, renting out the
holdings to the actual enltivators of the soil.
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The Victorian ‘Switzerland.”

SEE MAP No. 7.

CHAPTER VL

Witheut Roads or Rails

It is upon the Immense torritary of
sastern and porthern Gippsland, at pre-
sent withous rails or decent roads, and
with nipe-tenths of its area still in pos-
session of the Urown, that Victoria may
prursie a poliey  that will demwunstrate
what an offective industrial and  soaal
purpose 13 eapable  of  accomplishing.
Within this area is the mountain range
known as the Australian Alps, and, these
ranges, with their spurs and foothills and
=heltered vallexs, whervin tree vegetation
attains its greatest height and girth, are
the true forest region of the State. This
territory is larger then Switzeriand.
its forests of timber, that to-dav for o
few paltry pounds of rent are burned o
maoke room for a few cattle, far exceed
in extent and value those of the Swiss
Republic.  Tts  hardly-touched  stores of
mineral wealth of everyv description.  har
coal, is something thut Switzerfand  does
not possess.  lts huge deposits of sculp-
tory and decorative marbles are uns

i
passed an o all the  world; but, owing o
present  inaceessibility,  transport  irom
fraly, 14,000 miles away, is cheaper than
230 miles from the Limestone Creck. fts
vast stores of huilding stone at Mount
Lookout, and elsewhere, occupy a simitar
vosition.  fts remarkahble series of caves

aad caverns, now et o the attack  of

passing vandal, 31 carved fore amd

roads made passable, would be us great
an attraction to the tourist as those of
denolan For o portion of the vear the
higher table Jands and ranges of this re-
aion are under spow, but pot more so
than all Canada and the northern coun-
tries of Furope. There are not, as in the
Swiss Repmiblic, large areas under per-
petual snow, nor sliding glaciers, nor de-
vastating avalanches of ice and rock to
carry destruction  to property, annihila-
tion to industry, and death to communi-
ties.  Switzerland has 39D squarce miles
covered hy rocks. mountains, and gla-
ciers, and a large area below it. con-
stantly menaced; while 330 miles of its
lower levels are covered hy lak.
ing in the areas available for settle
“Indeed,” savs Winchester in his %
Republie,” “‘the greater part of its

leys consists of nothing but a film
so1l, superimposed an fragments of rock,”
Yet Switzerland, upon this smaller area
of usable land carries a population of 34
millions: while on this larger area in Vie-
toria  we have hut 32,000 inhabitants,
maintained  principally by mining. So
much is this so that texcepting the agri-
cultural settlements on the lower reaches
ai the Spowy and Tambo rivers, ane ihe
population at the Lakes Entrancej, i it
rveve not for mining the territory \\n'uM

ae as deserted qad oas silent as the  ve-
gions of the Arctie.
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Grazing and Agriculture

A large portion of the land of Swit
cerland is still held in conmnon, ur, as
we would sav, Crown lands. ''weo mil
lion aeres  consist  of  forest, 1,936,000
seres comuuon pasturage, and otber mhi
side and valley sites axe rented, princi
pallv to those engaged in foresury ot
warden, orchard, and vineyard purposcs
In addition, there are 1 T20U00 acves
under sown grass, and 1,543,043 under
the plough.  Upon this territory  there
are 300,000 fanded proprietors, and irom
the product of farm, and forest, and gar
den, and orebard, added to catile breed-
ing, and dairying, and mauufacture of
cheese and butter, there is direct susien
anve from the soil for one hall of the
total population of the Republie. kvery
inch of avatlable Jund is utilised. Crop
and stock culture is combined; so that,
with 14 million nore  acres under the
plough, it cairies  seven thmes  more
cattle, I5 times more  pigs, five tunes
as many horses, ax many sheep, as dovs
the Alpine area ol Vietoria. It again de-
monstrates that the highest stock-carry
ing power is Jjound combined with the
highest agricultural development- Against
the large forestry revenue of Switzerland
onr arven  produeces  practically nothing,
and, while on our ares there s ouly
363 bechives, those of Switaerland nigu-
her 353,000 teight times all Victoria), giv-
ing to the Hittle Repablie a large trathe
in heeswax and honey. The Hepuhlie pro-
duced over £100,000 worth of tabacco,and
irom an area smaller. more mountainous,
and not more fertile, it raised a value in
stocks, crops, and dairy produce reach-
ing into mitlions. fe is not <o much
tervitory that we need, as a public policy
directed to its utilisation.

But if it be satd that results in Swite
zerland are the outcowe of centuries of
effort, it is onlv necessary to direct at-
tention to Japan. where o definite jndos-
trial and social policy has realised 1n o«
comparatively  few  vears all that (Gok

European countries hundreds of vears to
accomplish™  In every direction commu-
nities apply with rapidity that which
others only acquired by tedious experiment
and laborous effort.

It is not sterility, but isaceessihitity,
that bars the settlement of our castern
estate.  With the exception of the Umeo
Plains, the buik of alienation, so rar, bas
been upon  the fringes of the terrivory
upon  the Jower river ftlaty in ¢l ssest
proximitv  to the markets. yel the
alienution to date only reaches onz mil-
fion acres, and with everyv ipcreuse ol
accessibility  other rich lands will cowme
to have a productive value. That these
areas can be largely added to is certain,
while behind agriculiure are the possibih-
ties of dairying, catue-hreeding, foresoey,
and mineral production.

«

- -

Fertilisation and Production

{f 1t were truc  that the remaining
Crown fands are so sterile as to bhe wnfit
for agricultural  production, then the
alicnation of such land is a robhery per-
petrated by the State on those indueed
o select, The establishment of  aygr-
cultural propertivs  is  the fundamental
reasun upon which selection 35 based, In-
dividuals are still selecting. 1 thienr ob-
jeet i monopoly  or speculative  tralhie,
then alienation is a crime against the
public welfare.  If it is raken up for an
industrial purpose, tor which the sl s
not fitted, then the authoyities trade upon
the jgnorance of the citizen, condemn bhim
to hopeless drudgery, and defrawd hiun of
s means.

But soil sterility, swhile it spelis  ruin
to aen without means, and to men  of
means tied to ohsolete methods, dwin-
dies berore appropriate tervbisauon, the
rotary system of production, anmd uniied
stock and crop eculture, instead  of  oxe
bausting specialisation. The old jargon
anent the “inherent und ipdestructible
properties of the soil —that richness or
poorness is  unchangeable—is something
that nohody really bebieves fosdayv, Yo
inherited ideas are such a curious thing,
so difficnlt to grappl: and to cast aside.




2N , MONOPGLY

that. e tuee of the world s evidence, and
often i opposition to  their own expe-
rienee, rnen talk aneonseiously.,  as o dr
vich ~on aust be ever mwch and poor
=il crernally poor.

In the CAgricultural Journal (March,
THU61 it 15 pointed out how land 1 the
vicinitag of Koroll twenty yvears ago b
caane =xhausted and Chungry. producing
fitther how present fertility is the product
of human «ffort, and how the ruling price
CESIY G LT0 per acre) Isonpotoa priee
paid for the original  inherent producing
qualitics of the soil, hut is o price paid
for a productve capacity given by nan.
That =oil we ald again hecome as “hune
gy’ as the poorest virgin <oil i the tiller

became careless of its maintenance. Al
the old  countries of the world furnish
thousands of similar lessons. and g
fand s producing an average o thiety
bushels per acre fraom the soil that in the
earlv part of last century was only pro-
ducing an average of nine hashels, while
in zeorer  of cases in Vietoria farmers
have donbled and trebled the producing
quality of the eround.
* * * *

Redeeming the Desert

Of virein lands once regarded as har-
ey and aniubabitable, bt now  the
centres  of  jndpstrial activity,  almost
svery countrv furnishes an illustration.
The treat Central Deserd of the Us
the dread of the early overlanders, 1s o
case in point. The eultivation oi  the
one time drearv “zand dunes’  of Hol-
fand 1= another.  The mallee in Vietoria
wax ot one time regarded as an uncon-
querable Sahara, and T30 spnare miles
in Millewa and Weeah iz vet without a
settlement. but no one doubts that thev
in their tarn will be brought within the
arena of active produstion.  The “haitle
Dezert’ i Countv Lowan, ior manyv
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yvears pegacded as sty atsedl s don
a wheat-producing area.  The efiect  of
phosphate fertilisers upon  the Willaura
and  Maroona  lands  has  transformed
those area= into hives of agricultural ac-
tivity.  The operations of the Gardiner
tros. at DBuangal have established an
o1 in a comparative desert. demon-
statine what is capable of accomplish-
ment apan millions of acres now regard

ed as only fit to carry something less
than a zheep to the acre.  Operations hy
a private individual ot Bendigo upon
auriferons country that previously
couldn't grow a blade of grass. has re
sulted in the production  of crops sufh-
cient for the maintenance of a dairy cow
per acre. while the experiments of  the
Agricuttural  Departmient  on the “hun-
gry’ mreas of Hevteshury, furnish prooi
oi their producing power, and of  thew
utility for settlement.  In short, ther: s
no  indestrnetible  rvichness  or poorness
The richest lands become “hungrv’ and
sterife, and stand in the same category
as the poorest of virgin soil—-they are
hoth non-productive.  To make them
productive,  similar  methods awd eficrts
are necessary, and henceforth thewr pro-
ducing power is as much the vosalt of
human lahowr as a steamboat or piough.
PO

To  speak  then  of  the  millions

of  acres  in Tawmbo,  Croajingolong.
and other eastern counties as
nan-productive, and valueless for

settlement s absurd  and react
and a shutting of the eyes to

A

triwnphs of Science, and Skill o
deficiencies. The fertilisation of thi]
the incrcuse  of the area of product
nesg, the extension of  settlement, march
side by side with the advanes of agricui-
tural seience. and the determination ot
communitics 1o apply it

2

MONOPOLY AND DEMOCRACY. 24

A Piece of Old Gippsland

MAP No o.

FPHE Gippsland Shires of Rosedade, Mattra. Traralgon and Avon are better

served with rivers than anv other part of the state. Theyvare splendidly
served with railwavs, and have the advantage of cheap water cartiage. wood land
and a fine raintell.  In Mattra Shirc some of the estates have been pargally les
tor dairving and agriculture.  This has served o maintain the population, but
the tenants have not a pennvworth of proprivtary interest in the soil theyv cult.
vate. In Traralgon und Rosedale Shires the population has fullen oft by oo, and
the inhabited dwellings by 120, In Avan Shire there are 1ooo fewer people. and

143 tewer homesteads than there were in 1871,

Foster's Estate at Boisdale is let out on tribute on the one-hall share svtem.
FEach block is abont too acres, and Mr. Foster erects all necessary huildings and
silos, and provides cattle, ploughs, milk-cans and ather requisites. He takes one-
half the gross returns.  He runs a cheese and butter factory, and atter deducting
the cost of working deducts one-hali the balance.  All weaned calves are claimed
by the landlord, and if the tenant makes money from pigs or other sources, one-
halt must go ta Mr. Foster. The tesant has no chance of ever securing  the
freehold. although the anti-Labour argument 1s that personal ownership is the
sole incentive of industry.  Mr. Foster has about f1oou ot capital on each block.
and gets from £250 to £475 per annum in return. of ¢2 108. 1o £4 135, per acre.
What Mr. Foster is doing the organised people ot Victoria can also do unde
terms far more advantageous to the actual producer.
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CHAPTER VII.

Grazing v. Forestry

It has heen pointed out that o the
ritory  of Fastern  Vic
toria there is vet a large area of rich,

non-railwav  ter

unalienated lund, at  present harred 1o
settlement by inaccessibility, and as for
millions  of other acres clussed  “infe-
rior,”  a  special  correspondent i the

CArgus’ (30.3.06) coverad  the posttion

when he sard—

“Popular fallacies in respect 1o the
poor  gnality  of certain lands  have
twe after tme been  upset by the
viper knowledge of how to deal with
them.”

The same  wrine, speakimy o the
country between Bendoc and tin Snowy
refers to ’

CSplendid  thimber,  but rather jroor
tand. Hexe and there in the wudlies
and fints settlers  have naede their
homes.  Fxeellent samples o muize.,
potatoes, rve - grass,  eclovers,  anpd
fruits were shown,  The country s
vagued and hrober and how 1o turn
the ridge land fo profitable ac-
Sount is the pressing preblem. ar
present the settlers holi a large tract
in its natural state for crazing, hut
the natural herbage is too scanty
and 00 innultritious to permit either
of breediag or fattening being car.
ried on profitably.”

Fhe  Crown lands in Victoria orey
pedd o pastoral  purposes  nuaher
10000 geres, The  miininagn rens
tal s Lldo per oaere,  but o the  onet
return to the Lands department is only

of a penny per acre. 1t is thues evi-
dent that cither the return s nou  ecor-

veet, or maore than one half the rentuls
are not paid. The “pastoral leases™ (as
diztinet frons grazing and mallee Jeases)
are charaed, on grazing capacity, Is. per
head  for  sheep,  and  As. per head for
cattle, The eash rental to the  Srace
works ant at b, per acee, so, on this cal-
culation, it takes 121 aeres tor every
head of cattle carried. Hugged South
Oippsland  carvies 00 head  per oo
aeves— Croajingolong, only 1 I these

lands  have noe valwe for agriculiural
purposes, theyv coertainly, in their
val ~xtate, have very little for yra
The “Argns” writer, previensiy qu
pointed st how seatteosd selecton

large  travts on lease for grazing,
tHit e patueal herbage b= 1o <canty
to permit of hreeding or iaticning heing
carvied on protitably, and Mr. Pinnager.
un oflicer of the Lands department, re-
cently reported in the following words—
“heis the dnvariable practice among
these vun holders to burn therr coun-
tryevery vear. or second  vear. g
thexr do net, the herbage becomes oo

rank, and the run bhecomes uscless us
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a pasturage.  These lands cannot e
wsedd with profit, without  suerificing
the forest, Both interests cannot he
conserved in the one place, for the
prosperity  of the “one  involves the
vuin of the ather,”

Further on, Mr. Pinnager gives o tell-
ing illustration by gquoting the case of
the  Colguhoun  forest  reserve.  MNo
vouny trees bad heen permitted to grow.
Cattle bave devoured seedlings and ten-
der growths, so that there has been no

replacement of the ent timber.  For pany
vears forest reproduction has been  sacri
ficed for yrazing rentals. Yet, savs My
Pinnaver. “the  towl rents for graging
rights o this forest did not exeeed £10
per annum, nor the total stock  depas-
tured ppon 3t nwober more than 100,
* * Ed W*
Forests should be Revenue-Producing
Thus it s, that we derive from the
Crown Jands of Vicwria a grazing ren-
tal valucless (o the Ntate, because it s
cither  absorhed Ly adininistration, or
connterhalanced by the destruction o pre-
sent forest revenue, and future forest
wealth. In  ntost Furopean | countries,
forests are o sauree of Iargr protit 1,
the controlling Scate.  Therr net earnings
vary from s to £1 per acre. Prussian
forest« last year gave a net prolit close
e B omallions; Savony, from 6ot

acres af Jorest, derives o profit of over

LB per annum.  Switzerland rais
timber of every description, “and,””
“Winchester,”’

Cltois under  the  supervision  of

trained foresters and  wood  rangers,
that on a mountain side, apparentiv
nothing but o forhidden rock,  are
found  oak, beech, hirch, and pine
trees. jn large  quantities and goad
dimensions,  Care and attention  en-
ables a tree to grow its normal
sizeon what s npparentlv little more
than  towering  and  weird piles  of
sheer roeks ™"

Swiatzerhiind has bl 1o anuabe o large

autlav in reafforestation as a penalty for

previons denwdation, but, sa fur as Kas-

tern Vietoria is  concerned, there is  no
call for any such large initial  outday,
All that is needful is preservation.  An
arca of trees is not made a forest hy
simply marking it off against  trespass,
Jt can only be made a forest in reality

by climiating the weak and uscless, so
giving room for the growth and oxpan-
sion of the best species. Again, many
trees, such as bluckwood, grow in small
clumps, and should be protected, just as
much as if they grew in extensive arcas.
There is protection for speeified forus of
bird and animal life, and similar protec-
tion should be given to speciied tmber
growths upon CUrown lands, irrespective
of whether thev grew in  isolation. in
small groups, or immense forests. True
settdenment dows not consist in uhenaung
areas  contalning  irees worth L0 o
LIOO per aere; nor true forestry in mark-
ing off as “forest reserve’ an avea con-
taining no teees, Yet the old factions,
who pride  themselves apon their hus-
ness  capacity  and their commernvial n-
stinets, have done hoth.
The Possibilities

Baren Von Mueller, in his littde booklet
on Forestvy Culture in its Nelution to
Industvial Pursuits,” says —

“For forest operations we enjoy  here
advantages of twofold kind, for which
in Middle Furope we are justly envied.
We can  disseminate  quickly - growing
cucalvptus trees in the most avid dis-
tricts ; we ean add to them, as a fivst
shelter, many of the pative casuarinas
and aneactas, and thes gain  cover  for
fess hiardy  teees of other countries. fin
the other hand, we find in  the moist
and vich vallevs of our ranves o vast
extent of space, where, under the onld
inflnence oi the clime, sub-tropic trees
vanld be reared million-fold ; where, for

instance. whole forests of the red eedar

might he originated.  Besides., we o
not stand at any disadvantage i we

want to raise a belt of sea-coast pines
all adong dhe shores. or 3 we wish to
rear the Norway spruce, or silver fir,

or larel, or Wevmouth fir, or the Dong-
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fas pine or any of the pitch pines ot
North Aweriea ; because we can vall
forth, i we hike, whole furests of them
an sub-alpine  heights never yet atl-
{ised,

The guickegrowing cucalypuus, wmony
which the blae-gum wee of this colony
wnd Tasmuanin stamds precmioest,  are
comparatively few in pumber, nor are

these fow all of  glgantic =iz They

arve, moreover, pestricted n their patee
yal oceurrence o limited tnets of conne
ey, frone which they st he estabe-
fishied Be he hand of wan in other
<oil Tor the pecessities of  other cone
nnities—fore the gi‘a\itudc of  other
popalations. The pines o toreign lands
st e hl‘i)ul_r‘ll 1o auy shores- 4o ouy
Alps=with  an dntention of  utilising
cvery s ke of groand, however
unpromizing inoits sterility o fors after
all. dhat square mthe represents a por
tioan, albeit <o small, of the land <ur
face ol the vlohe. The Norway spruee
twhich wives g <o much of our deads

and  tar, nsingates 1€s massihve roots

thiough the  fissures of  disinwegrating
rocks, ar. failing 1o pencteate the stony
strocture. sends s teailing roois oves
the =urface and down the sides of the

barest rocks, until they have  fownd o

genial soil, however scanty, on the edge

of a0 precipive. Nature ever active and

Inhortons, evier  wise  and  benefeent

allows the tree thus o five, thus 1o

convert the =olid boulders dinallv into

sotl, and all the time adds unecasingls
to the wreasures of the dominioms od
man.”’

The by-products and  subsidiary indus-
tries ol forestry are  momercus  and
varicd. There s the collection of seeds
and flowers jor  esport,  the production
of potash, volavle  ails, chaveonl,  and
tar, acotie acid,  and wood spivits for
lighting, heating, and  driving purposes.
ALl the work can o side by side with
forest thinping  operations. Potash s
fargelv in demand  for uivee, for glass
production, and for the nanuiacture of

Vartous  soaps and  adves Pop potash

AND DEMOURACY.

production,  chips, bark, brasches, leaves
cothe waste of forestry -are thrown into
a pit o and burnt the ashes plavsd n
s cold  water  poured  thereon,  and
fguid  potash results. Atwer svaporation
the deyv vinder potush remains, Fovery
Db of wood ash,  according w Voo
Muecller, produces 24ths. of potash. Wood
spivits, [or which theee wonld he oo reads
market 0 Victoria for motor  purposes,

1 produced by a process ol dry distilla

ton, The methods weecssary o the con
duet of  these subsidiary doadasteles are
very simple and casidy tanght I dhe
CAvgns,” of danuary (2016 w0 corres

pondent. weiting upon this subject, saad

A properly worked o v give ador
of anployiment, In Furopean  forests
taking an averave all rouwmd, 10 i cald
cidated the Jorests give FEVED DAY
WORK PERANNUM PERANCHT, and
there are thousands ol acres never tanched
by a oman, and this does not include the
working upr of the forest produce. Germany,
a conntry of G2 12T soprare mcles s spenids
OO0 000 on fore-t labooar per anmion,
amd mabhes w0 protit on s operations
Victoria has 2708 square aoifes, and o
far vreater nnount of foresc than G
neny, and  does not, so far, spend
L3000, o carn what it speads, hut the
possihilities are there”™ TP the Jorests or
v

of forest shoudd furnish onlv one day
work o vear, the T2 000,000 of wood land

Aoria were g0 organised  that an acre

i this Siae would  farpish work  alt
the vewr vound for WD men. and onr
Alpine territory, jostead of heing a
Tation. would he providing a Biving
thonsamds of familics.  Organised o
basix  declared by Mr. Tratham
the  Faropean AVERAGE. the {o

of Vietoria waonld forpi=h employ-
1nend for 2060000 wen. Foresiry
i~ practically:  an untouched  ndus-

ey in Victoria, thee hulk of the fores
try revenue derived by the Stute being
chiained from an area of not more than
100000 acres. The dextinction of forestin
ax a prevedent o settlement is the olid -

Bevo and wherevir carried ont has weag
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e vorplete e tenmination of o valushle
fndustry, The deveopment of forestry as
an indosiry, cosevistent with agricafture,
means the uaintenanes: of o larger varieg
of occnpations, additional resourees, and
« valuable fall haek o perlods of agri-

cultwral depression.
) @ * B

We o have o Laads departunent opes
vating  on the  assumption  that soil
sterility s w fixoore,  potentind wealths
a dream, and  agrienltural  seienee a
chimera. Present-day revenue s every

wibed as

thing, and the publie estate, v
worthless. ix disposed  of  as Tioferior
cattle” counwry: prices next 1o nothing—
repavments  ovier A0 vears, and an army
of ofticers for the  colleetion. ‘There 18
litde  actual  setdhement,, bhur there i
alienation, and the dnevitable aftermadh
Seagprregntion.,

Bur if there were no aggregaiion,  the
cutting up of Fastern  Vieworin in the
o sections permitted under dth cass

lar
valnation would mean. in  its  culmina-
tion, a sparse population, eking out o
precarious existence on Cinferior earihs”
counery. It would mean a destroyed
forestry; o railway  system entailing an

inunens=e  loss  upon  the State, and o
costly svstem of road  strocture, impos
g o rainous barden upon the  manicl
palitics, beeanse  the low valuation  of
such counry would not he equal o the
maintenaner cost of essential roads. Thi-
i< what we gets and all we can hope or
expeot dram the present method of deal
ing with the millions of aeres of Crowg
propecty fn the Fastern division of this
State,
Mo ‘‘ Desert’ Country

Pessimists sav that this sodisposced of
lund  cannot be atilised. The  same

thing was said fifty vears ago, but dis-

tricts then wiarked cdesert”  are now sus-
taining hundreds of thriving farms. We
have  abundant  ovidence  within and
withont the Srawe that <ot sterilice e
cedes as agrieultural chemistry advanees
Not onlyv that, but we have a BDepart
ment of Agriculuure thay, an cvery pub

Peation pssnad, wad du dbs every axpen
nient, declares that the assamption apon
which the Lands Department disposes of
the public estate, s false and crroneous
The more  the soil 3= enltivawd,  the
sreawer ds the quantity of  feed radsed

and ahe darger the stoek careiedd
The  =toch  return fortilisers Lo the
ol and  the =oil yiedds i yvet greater
abundance, Agrienluare and ~tock pads

ing are not antagonistietheir combina-
Gion s essentdal Jor the triunph of ceos

pomical primary production. Upon the

tatmie of thess daets, the nost saccesstul
farming  in Vietovin and  clsewhere s
operated. Faoen in Fastern Gippsland,

ot of the richest crops nee grown on
Lamds originally disposed of ax iaferior

cattle” eountry,

w

Socialised Ssttiement

Tlherein 1= the kevbowe of the situation,
and the  justification  for new  methods.
The =tate will wtilise its sciendfic  and
finaneial  resources =0 thuat e territory
Lo =ettled, not in the  old  promiscuous
wav, but in a manner conducive to the
judustrinl expansion of the distriets, th
well-being  of the settlers, and the sta-
bility of the State. The land settlement
prodies of Victoria hwils down to o ques-
tion as to whether a man shall be Jen
io straggle by himseli  or whether  he
<hall work, well prepared with the  ut
o=t assistanee that the organised com-
nnpity, with accumulated knowledge
linancial power, ean render him. Thers
is not, and  never has been, any douht
apen which  side of the question sitood
the Labour Party of dhis State,

A

Special Legisiation Needad

fastern Victoria should bhe dealt witt
by special degislation amd new pethods,
and  the  first act should be the na
tonalisation of many of s maln roads
This shonkd be so for twa reasons, The first
iv that these romds for the most part, run
through, or abut on Crown lands. 1
wevond ix, that as the Svate give- othio

distriets woraidway ;s these districts arz at
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feast ontithed 1o road, The nalles
i comparatively level; it 35 most effec-
vindly and  eeonomically served by rad
waye—and gets them,  lFastrn Vietoria
i« mounntwinous, v would  be o hest
weeved by oreads, and ought to wer
thenn  The loeal imunicipalities  cannot
o the making, the territory is so largey,
the settlements so scavtered, the revenues
jnsignificant.  The  rouds  in hastern

Vietorin are as much o Srate  function
as railways in other parts.  Good roads
are o factor in closer setdement, The
onlvinducements offered by had roads
is to sell out and  get nearcr civilisa-
ton.  Good  romds  shorten  distanees,
They mean larger Joads, lighter waggons,
hesn haulage, Jess waste, hetter returns.
It i= not how far to market, hut how
long to get theve, In Fastern Vieworia,
the fiv =1
tion of specified roads,

Aal act, is the natlonalisa-

* * * #*

Closer Settlemant Po icy

But the State maintenance of  these
roads s not everything,  Considersd by
ptseldf, it woukd present but the
spectacte o a cosdy enterprs giving
‘insignificant  resalts, Tt must rest
npon something  stronger than were as-

ceumption of  settlement . or npon the
svstem that  permits aggregation  in
proximity to lnes and roads.  Swde by
side with a road poliey must fe a elear-
Iv  defined  and  well comprotwmded  sys-
tem  of . eloser scttlement, applicd to the
lands in proximity to the new-made  ar-
teries of waflie. For the purchase of the
Werribee  Fstate alone, the State paid
L£350,000, On  the state-ownesd  urass
tree country in Hevwesbury, che Sgricul-
tural department proposes o utilize
steam ploughs, and make the land avosl
able for direct cultivation. A shwilar
policy  of  experiment upon  seleet

areas  in Rastern  Yictoria should  be

Vigorously pursued,  and  upon lands
costing  the State nothing, o pohey = of
improvement  insugurated.  Such lamds
should  then he dealt with under the
provisions of the Closer Nettdement Aeq

as it they wore acqured private estates.
Upon each of such estawes  the Agrieni-
taral Depurtnent should hold aund con-
Guet  un experimental  farm,  exhibiting
the most up-todate methods, and  thus
distributing the advantages of  ayriend
tural  technical  ecdneation over thae

widest pussible arca in the most  econo-
mitend  wanner.  bhe speculators,  going
for the vise in values given by the con-
struetion of lines and roads, should  be
rigorously harred, and the alienation of
survonnding lands  in the large  sections
permitted Tunder  the Srd aod Lth class
classifieations of the Land Set zhould give
pluee to the operations of the Closer
settfement Act——and 1ts extension, hus,
wpon  the roads wo should have definite
settlements, and the settlers o yuarantes
of an outhet for their produce. ¥Mro Pine
nager, in hix  report,  suggests that
200,000 gervs in Croajingolong night b
thrown open for settlement, Such  areas
shoald he reported on by the experts of
the Agricalunral Department: roads con-
structed, farms made wvalahle for opera-
tons.  Public woney in Cother parts ot
the Btate spent on purchase of private
estates can in these parts he expended on
jmprovements  of  the  public estate. 1
the lapds proposed by Mr. Umnager are
not worth this expenditore, they wre not
worth ~ettlanent,  Nay, without roads
settlement g not possible-—the only pos
sibility is alienution.

Four Great Divisions
Fooownm oup. Victoria consists of four
great  divisions, ist, the old  ~ettfed
districts  splendidly  served by ;

ratls, and proximiny to water capr
These arveas have dreiitefl into com
tively few  hands, and  upon then
fewer furms amd farnwcers than 30 |
baeck. Monopoly has absorbed the lar-
gest amd best portions. transtormed them
into sheep walhs, made tbe ratlways an
their vieinity a tax on the whel com-
muhity, pushed population into the buck

COUNLEY, e sitated new roads. rails.

sehools. vte,, 1o meet the requirements of
the pushed-back  population. aod gene
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rallv dnereased  the  costoof State and
municipal  government.  Therefore s re
quired taxation based awpon tand  vae
hues,  heenuse such  maode  of  hasing
contributions to the general ‘exchoequer’ is
not o tax upon jpdastry. buat upon mo-

nopoly. 1t brings to an end the mono-

polist power of exclusion, and opens the
door of opportunity to other men. it
vepiaces the sheepwalk with homesteads.
tt calls for the work of the artisan (o
develop o home market. 1t stimulates
not the exodus. but the advent of people.
With more people the tax per head 18
iess. while the general revenue is

more,
I penalises Blleness, und stimulates pro-
duction. Multiplied  production inereases
ratlwayv freight, piles op the on roud
pesenues, amd,  as the rathways are  for
the public service, amd not private pro-
fit, railway charges mayv be diminizhed as
the volume of traffic rises, Facilities nav
thus be extended withont extended fonus,

Ruch are some of the inevitable  conse-
quences of a econwrihitory system, that
calls npon o man to pay for the  up-
herp of his countryin proporton  ax he
awne i

B

Mountain and Mailee

Further, withont such method of tava-
tion. the svstem of land repurchase and
closer  settlement must come to an
shrupt  cpding, becanse  every purchase
and settlement. increasiong the value or
adioining estates, makes it more expen-
sive jor the Govermment to extend  1s
operations.  Thi=  unavoidable  process
must speedilv make purchase so  costly
that  purchase  must cease or  heeome
unprofitable.  The  tax oo land  va-
fues  would  give the State the  va-
ines it had created hy its closer settle-
ment poliey, and give it the means of
indefinitely extending  that pofiey with-
ant horrowing.

Again, wstates for closer settlement are
heing purchased haphazard all over  the
country, and the operations of the Board
are heing made as extensive as the State
ti=edf. The varied character of the land

and sitvation adds o the complexity of
the work, and piles up the cost. There

no definite policy of resumption {or the
developngent of any given territory. uwoy
consideration of the bearing of such re-
swpption  wpon  railway  extension and
port development. There is to be large
expenditure  upou  the extension of  the
port  of  twelong, the products are  to
come over hundreds of miles of  shegp-
ridden  tervitory  from the Winnnera and
Mallee, but there iz no  proposition for
the resumption of the monopolised terri-

rory at thie very door of Geelong.

are agitators for the extension  of
frows Lintons to Lake Bolae, and fiom a
point on the Lintons line south ro Becae,
Either extension would traverse hut three
or four  large estates. Under  existing
conditions the lines wounld be os ~erious o
Joss to the State as the line constructed
from Dunkeld to Penshurst, Dot i o wide
area of Jand on each side of the propos-
e lines were reserved prior (e constiuce
tion, it would be the cheapest reswmption
that had  taken  place, beeause enhanced
calue would Le given by the new  rails
extension: and that value would  go e
the State as o repayment, whereas jn any
sstate so far purchased  the State has
had to pay the private owner the value
siven to e land, by lnes abready con
spucted,  This  poliey would enable the
State 1o guurantee  =setilanent in
proximity to the new lines, and give as-
suranee to the general commuanivy that
cuch lines would he profitable. It would
also enable the Railway Comnissioners
to fix lower through freights upoo  tm-
ber from the Otway Forest, amd thus
materially help the mining indusury of
Ballarnt. Following this should come the
vesuption  and extension westward  of the
fines from Leigh Road or Winchelsea to-
wards Lismore. Thus this vast territory,
the natural feeding ground of the port of
Geclong, would he bhrought, by = Jdefinite
but gradually adopted policy, within the
sphere of industrial aectivity.  Whatever
argument applics in justification of - bor-
rowing for railway extension, applies with
tf;'nfnlt‘i foree 1o borrowesd money expeod-
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o e desuingidon b domer sotithegent e
lands in proximity to lines
constraeted.

about to be

3 * * ®*

The  seeond  division i “that por-
tion of Fastern Victoria with-
ot either  rails  or decent poads,
et abundant in minerul and
forest wealth, contaimng about the same
arca as the maller counties. hat aomueh
larger  popilation. Upon  this Jarge
division there hasz heen to date. rdative
o other districts, no expenditire of puls-

lic monev. nor s there ane defined  po-
ey for its developaent. With  the  ex
ception of o fes patches, it is. practr-
eallv speaking. one vast public estate,

and shoold Le dealt with hy—
2 & % *

The Programme

Jat.—~8tate main  road stroeture  and
malnrenanee.

Oped.—~Inspection and  selection Ly the
Agricultural Department of lands along.
or in proximiy to, such roads cuitahle
for settlement, the lands not suitable for
settlement to be held for tree production.

Ard~Such  settlements  to bhe  secured

against the alienating clauses of the exist-
ing Land Acts, and setthoment to proesed
hv applving the principles of the Closer
Settlement  Aet. Monev  made  avail-
able for the purchase of privaite csiates

to be algo availahle for improvement of
pthlic estates,

Ath~—Improvements made by the State
or advances by the State on buildings,
or other objrets ar  for hmprovements,
or other seeurity. to he added to capitai
cost.  The safegnards imposed by the
Closer Settlement Act against aggreca-
vion to be rigidly enfoveed. o

Stho—~Establishment by the Agriculiu-
ral Department op each such settiement
of u Depurtmental farm. o ihat the ex-
perts may demonstrate that they can not
only teach, and do what they teach, hut
that they  can do what they teach  on
copmercially profitable loes. This would
extend  pracuical  agricultural education
o the most remols areas.

Hth. R

whintion  of  woahabide sy
Areas, 80 as to seeare permauent  pro-
ductiveness,

To—~Preservation  for  futare  use  of
Torest  areas  at  present  outside  work-
abile aren on such Hoes as will give room
for expansion of the hest species,  and
limination of the useless.

Bth-—Surveys, reports.  anid proposs
tioms by the Geological  Departimment on
the Fastern anining  fickds. Direst ae-
tion by the  State to prove  the
value of the most promising ore hodies

Toates, and alluvind leads.
® - @

Unified Control

Finalle, if the Crown lands of Rasteen
Victoria. are {0 be dealt with by special
legislation, and distinet methods,  they
must he gperated wnder o conpmon vm;»

trol--on the spot—untrammelled by e
tropolitan offices. or the red-tapei=m and
counter movements  of half a dozen dis-
tinet deparvtments. The areas of  he
State should he treated as if thev were
the property of a private  corporation.
Expenditme on roads, setthanent.  and
other forms of development showld he s
debit.  Revenues from land. mines. and

tore s erecdhit. The annual work, the
loss or profit on this tervitors.  woukd
then he clear to all e, for an

stanve, is the natural eentre of a large
aren, A roads <hondd lead oy i iu-
Lawds, Mines, and Forestry officers within
the arvew. while attaches of their  various

departments.  should  he  subject o
foeat contiol abd i CeH UG o
HTEI That control and COMON
prosticey would alve unity s
of  contlict of  wevon and  economy
in administration It is not enough l;.
have an excellent poliey, Vosoumd ame-

thod for the application « t poliey
. Honow
olved by
e opinion
hd for those

gree,  the guestion is =l in
fromt of  thew, How, and by what
means chall we develop the  mineral.

s as essentiad ng the polic
thi= way, the problem is
leaving it unanswered, A
is betvnr than none at all
whooo dis
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foresiry, and land settdomene e
sources oi the Australiun Alps und thew
Cunliﬁf\l(llls areas. in =(h  manner as o
har lxl()ntn[s()l}‘. epsure settlement. pros
per the municipal covernmments, and ang-
ment the wealth and revenues  of  the
State ?

e w oo ow

Three Waestern Counties of Normanby
A simifar question arises concerning the
laree areas of Crown lands in the thres
western  coupties  of Narmanby, Pallatt,
and  Ihndas. The acreage . euch 13
635000, 524,000, and 421,000, o total o
1613.000  acres. These lands, for the
most  part, are remote front raihwavs,
and. as faxt as alienated, arve  absorbed
into the large adjoining privaie estates
1 not fitted for farming purposes, b
Tand of ‘e State should not be ahen-
ated. 17§t is. these areas should he deak
with on  closer settlement lines, farms
and farm houses made, or advances made
npon ‘\mprn\‘(m)ents‘ roads or raiE cons
structerd to such settlements, so that pro-
Juee can not he only grown,  hutocan
find a get awav to a market.

streteh of

Far manyv vears a vasg
country in the centres of Normanpby  and
Folleit., reaching from Narvawong 1o
the South Australiaw border, and  drom
(“asterzon to the sea, was considered ab-

solntelv worthless,  Much of it iz =ull

Crown  lands,  iptersectod. Witk pre
vate-owrned territory. Sinee the

Pest Heclussification Bill, the Crown has
been disposing  of its property  at  8s.
prracre onoa vears’ purchase, aund
private-owned lands in proximity o
rails and portshave been sold at s, per
aere. DPut we now know that the land
is capable of bearing crops. rivalling the
production of the most expensive land in
the Ntate. and it is a CHFIOusS  commen-
tarv upon the value of the army of agn-
cultural  experts maintained  hy  the
people, that the utility of the so-alled
“hupery  lands’  of Victoria  has bheen
demonstrated, not hy the experts of the
department, but hy poor men puashed out
by monopoly o struggle Tor existenes

apon wen and allegedly valueless e
torv. It was so in the Little Desert—mn
ihe Mallee—in the North-llaso, and  the
poorer lands of Fastern Gippsland, and
dozens of other ingtances will readily oc-
cnr to the minds of men conversant with
the land history of the State. Lpon the
“Heath country.” close to Portland, ¢
sidered of so little value that  the  frec-

hold, with improvements, was purchased
at tus, per acre, o 10 tons ol potatoes
per aere are now being raised. Faually
suod  results  have heen obtamed  from
heath lands  at widely  dilierent powmats.
The soil is sandyv, like the sands of the
to wix feet jrom the

cea shore. At live
curfnee, the sand begms Lo harden,  so
that, as in the sandstone of a ulter. the
moisture is retained, and, coming to the
curface in ey seasons, keeps it always
maoist, =0 that, unlike the mallee, 1t s
never  alfected  with drought. o the
other hand, the wettest seasons on the
lowest lving lands,  turnish no wunpeds
ment to agriculture, hecause the smplest
form of drainage provides ample protec
tion against flooding.  Such ix the tes-
vimony  of men who  have successinlly
operated these lands.
* & ® #

A Forestry Policy

Oun  the territory from  Heywood 1o
Drik Drik, then along the banks of  the
Glenedy to Nelson, there are stretches of
Qiate forest, hut from there northward it
is a plain, as treefes almost as  the
~ahara: vet, as can he seen by izofated

jnstances, it is a land capable of  pro-
ducing an immensity of agriculiural and
horticultnral wealth. Any organised sys-
rem for the development of the terri-
tory would have to include tree planting
along its main roads as an essential.
Thus the forestry policy woula  have
to he entirely different to what it 1510
the mountain districts ol kKastern  bvies
toria, There  heing no wealth of nune
vals, neither the Geological  nor Mapes
Departuient would b called I requisy
tion.  The Crown land= heing interzected
and sepurated by large blocks of  aden
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ated Jand, wow applicd w Gude or o ono
use, and at present of low selling value,
such hlocks would need to be resumed as
a preliminary to any setdement  poliey,
“lse, if the State wished to reswme such
properties at a later date. it would have
to pay 1o the private owner the  en-
hanced value that the State, by 1z
adjoining settemgnt, road structure, and
other hmprovements, had ecreated. When
the sphere of operations hetween  the
Portland line and the South Austroban
horder have bheen delineated, they should
he dealt aith under proposals 3, 4, and
5, providing for the application o1 the
Closer  Settlement Aot to Urown lands,
and the commercial operation of  the
Lands Department.,  ‘Vhere should he de
centralisation of admimstration  and
unification of functions. lLach  great
division—the alienated central lands, the
mallee, the heath lands of the west, and
vhe territory of the east—should be dealt
with as distinct estates. 'lhey are so
naturally, and should be so admimstra-
tivelv, and be opernted  under methods
suitable to their varied conditions. 'This
does not mean increase of officialdom. v
means its readjustment, 1is more  eXpe-
ditions working, and the concentration of
picked pen from each department upon
a particular set of conditions under o
cally unilied control.
* ® # #

The Mallee

The last great division ix the Northe
West Mallee aress, and, as there s n
this territory neither forest nor auineral
wealth, the oflicials of those two e
partments, are not called mto  action,
but another department (that of Water
Supply) et needed in other divisioms,
here of greatest importance. lor the de-
velopment of the territory it is essential
that the disposal of land shall not ont
strip the capacity of the Water Supply
Department to furnish the means of per-
manent settlement and profitable railway
extension, In  kKastern Victonia, good
coady are more cconomical than raillways,
in the Mallee the reverse operates—rail-

DN OURACY .

var counstruetion is cheap, and rowd cone
struction not such a burden upon local
rates as in mountainous districts. Henee
the whole scheme of developmient- of de-
partmental  combination and activity

must be entirely different to other parts
of the State. tn the Maleo Provine: the
Water Supply  Department should  cons
M land, becanse water

trol the disposal
supply Js che wil important prehonnary
to vontinuons  prolitable settement. the
financial success of the water supply and
irrigation propositions of the Deparuuent
are dependent upon settlement, henvs
monopoly is as fatal to profitable opera-
tions in water supply as n railwav ex-
tension. The interests of the Deparusnent
are wrapped up in the clicctive applica-
tion of safeguards against depopnlation,
whereas the Lunds  Depavtmoem has  no
such incentive, fts business 1=z land
selling, not  land setllement,  and
its value w u Goverament is estimated
by the rapidity with which 1t can ruise
revenue by  disposing  of the public es-
tate. With decentralised adwim=traton,
to mweet the requircments of the allee,
the application of cluser settdement prns
ciples, and the operaton ol prolitabie
seientilic farming under the leparument,
as an object lesson, permanent setlempent
18 assured, droughts nulhfied, and  rad-
way extension guarapteed suceess, 1L the
Agricultural Departnent cannot conduct
jurming at u prolit, 1t cannot teach
others. If it can comduet at a proly,
it inspires all the swrounding jarmers to
adopt its methods, and 1o acquire the
knowledge necessary  for the proper apph-
cation of these methods. Thus  there s
adopted the most cconomic poliey for the
extension of agricnltural knowledge.

* * kS

A Democratic Policy

iu the foregoing maps and articls are
presented the land settdement movement
and statistics of the State. 'Lhe records
are the strongest copdemnation ol that
auti-Labour policy  that for so muany
years has been the shicld of monopoly

MONOPOLY AND DEMOCRACY 1Y

and the raxer of industrv. Against  the
old svstem that has produced such inp-
quitous and miserable results, the La-
bour Party makes perpetual war. [t pre-
sents a clearly understood remedial  po-
licv. That policy is rapidly receiving
wider and wider endorsement. Its adhe-
rents in every constituency are an ever-
increasing army. The old  order s
tonched with decav, and iz doomed to
Sxtinetion, Fyver more coherently and
cohesivelv  the demoeracy demands that
madern Governments shall he more ol
industrial directorates, and less mere po-
licomanised  States,  svmbolising  the
supremacy of Money Bags and Soil Mo-
nopolists. It demands  a  democraused
industry—a consideration of the means hy
which men live, upon the proper conduct
of which depends =ocial well-being  and
general happiness, So much is this the
cuse, that the anti-lLabour sections cau
onlv retain their hold upon admimstra-
tion, can ouly retain even the semblance

wrons=, which

of power, hv making conc
vesterday they declared unripe, amt 1o

which the daw hefore they were hiuterly
and apenly hostile.  Compnre the long

period of legislative inmaction fuilowing
the fall of Berrvism, with the zocial
and induswial  legislation of the past
ten vears. Note how, with the growth
of lLahour Party intluence throughout
the electorates, the policy of anti-Labor
fagtions has heen one of steady appre-
tiation and application of ideas which
Lahourites by lomg vyears of agitation
have disseminated throughout the land.
Thus, the power of the Lahour Party 1s
to be judged, not by its numbers, up-
on the floor of Parliament, but Ly the
acceptance of 1ts upinions amongst the
electorates, irrespective of fThe pohucal
party that gives to those opinions legis-
lative force. And berause we  know
these things we look bhack upon the past
with satisfaction, and to the future with
hope, undimaned with doubt,
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braces 2,173,000 acres. The  land alicn- in rownd digures about a nillon

ated 1= 5,000 acres, the area in process Cwmone . Botween Bairasdale  and the

of alienation 32,000 acres. Of the  lamd Snows. the  railway o would  pass L
alienated, or in process, 23,000 acres are through  the  Bruthen  and  Buamberrah ! \(
in che viemnioy of Urbost: i) acres on Ridings of Tawmbo sShire, and the South i Ty
the Genoa, and P2000 acres jo the vied and West Ridings of  Orbhost ~hive, che i t(‘
niy of Pendoc; 3,000 acres on the Cann faunilies G this territocy west of  the . VR |
river,  and a shwilar amount in the Nnowy heing 496, the  toias hidiiaeoms { oy
M Culloch  county,  near  Murrungowar. including 11111:;. (170 the  wades  over i :
Over 2,000,000 geres are sull the  abso cighteen viears of age, 900 and the wotal) | ]
fate property of the Crown, the hulk of populatoe 30T Adding  these 1o th i

it earping nothing, amd the balance very recorded inhabitants and houses east of - @ GELANTIPY o
little, The wotal population cast of the the Snowyv,  the cost of the  railway S~ -
Saowy, inchuding the town of Orbost, is would be equal tou subsidy of £1200 .~
2147, The mal over vighteen svars of o every family, or LU tor every tent

age  niuber  TTI--030 being  unmarvied, amd other babitation on this  tervitory.

212 married. The total dwellings, includ- R - . -

ing tents. are 448, Of these, 187, or 40

per cent. of the whole, contain only 453 17 the bLabes  Entranve 3 to be o the

rooms, an average of under two  rooms port  of  onr Fastern distriot, as Gees

to a dwelling—nan indication of the in- long 1+ to the Westo then all roads aml

tense Hie  struggle of  their inhatitants vails should Jead o it——not away  from

In these 187 dwelhines reside nearlv one it e would ke Jess to o diverc the

fourth of the poputatio: Spowy into the  lLakes than it would

Upon this connty the Government pro to provide a permanent entrance to the
poses to expend £14.000 for the inmdprove- Snowy., It would  take less 1o provide
ment  of  roads twenoy miles hetween good roads  jor every portion of  this

lub Terruce and the Thurra river—io territory than it would  to provide a
wiles up the Cann Vallev towards Coop- vailway for a small portion of it. Hoads
racumba, 31 miles up the Bewm,  along there aan=t b whether radbwavs vxise o
the  two forks  of the Combienbar nut A . othe  State eft
anpd Freinundra® in Gobon pavish. and live to the UOrbost  Shire its cemtral, south,
miles from Muavrungowar novthwsards, and western ridings, and to the Tambo

. ; . Shire it= Brothen  and Bumberrah rid-
. . P ings. taking over the bulk of their hur
Fhree lines of l‘aillwuy -hn\l: “,MA“ e ideasonie  territory, and fron the Uhea
veved through this territory. from (v Shire all its conntry cast of the Tambo,

bos o .
i North ) L | . \ ] the State would have, anafiected by
st—Northward, vi: sardine Cresk an . . . —r
e Hardie ! . municipal  considerations, 4700 square
Bonang.

miles of  tervitore, with  less than G

2nd—-Fastward Murrungowar way, theners
north to Bendoe.

Srd—Turther cast, past Clah Terrace 1o
the Cann, and thence northward, wup
the valley.

hahitations.  scattered  over its surface,
Such a territorv might be turned into a
source of immense profit for the owniny

and controlling State. In the hands of o
private syndicate, its vast wineral and

“Proposed  road  alongy Bemmn River,
amitted hy the artizt, tine.

forestry resources would mean o for-
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EASTERN GIPPSLAND.—('vutinud.

fn his Jecture i the Melbowne Tow .
I hown onwn toduy ds to Gpen wp ore Lerniory us

Hrall cOesber 20, 190600 oy the resourees der the ol system of sale anid agygrega:
i Fastern Gippsfand, Premice Beag, alter tion.
peferrving to o the  country  cast of  the

Tawhe a~ contain ng pearky 50000 squaae #ineral Resources

wiles of Crown lands, sald — CAlning i golug o du ek e
Soil CGharacteristics wards the developuent of s longs

pegleered distriet, aud will cunse puans

o agricaliural

U e a dew vears

i i coibing  township to mse when ine
cettbement g out-ol theway places was w b M ”‘11‘ LR R L h 1 ‘1h
[ . . [ oof v rich in ores soled
dneticcessinl unles< the land was  vich, I;fh,«s ol coun 1_] I:\. in ot gokd,
§ . <ilver, capper, dead, Ciron an an
Bt with the adbvancement of agrienftus Hhver, copr fl tin v oamd man
Chpese coHenCes o e lia:\ulupml,

Cha oo an o Faglish syndicate ap

ral o~

cnee that era has passed, as now
with  bnproved  snodern suethods and o

. . . . i L Governnient for periissio
with the nesietanee of artideial fertds pied te thi i uuuf 0L ojor A!nll“\a 1on
o build a railway frowm Babmsdale w

Heers vast arvas of land may he sue- .
Vonnt  Deddick, for the  purpose ot

cossindly endtivanst, which e woold . .
working mineral deposics, and wine prees

paved Lo spend C3UBOUN in ceturn oy
Al the land which dhe fine seved, ansd
A mining lease of Lo aees au the o

have been mpossible to take 1 hamd o
P vears ago. Vhe soils of the  hills
wie generally a friabile ol sdmilar o
that 1o b fowsed oo Labvdale, Moy
labie amd Whictlesea, By means of cal- oi the fige, Theyv eonnsidered tha wine
| vl wealth existed there satlivisnt to Jus

tivation awd the application of supers . . A )
iy the construction of  the Hine  and

phosphates, their fevdliny would be very

) . .
) . ke wpriss pal.
rapidhy tnerensed. Around  hynetou. make the enterprizs pal

Casthomaige and Rilinope there are large .
arens o ~imilar cranite land as s 1o Vit the Siate  under and Labow ad
fie dord here, vadoaed at from L3 1o ministration bas not had sutficieat sater
I per aere The clewolate <oils - of prise to make even a devent romd. What
thee higher parts of  the ranges wre o private sndicawe s prepared e obe, o
<imilar o those of Monbalk and Gem- reallv commercial Government woulid  do
brook. b addition to those soils whivh for itseli

Pohar e geentionsd, there are mmny atvas * )

of rertite voleanie soils adousy the conrse Timber Wealth

i ahe Spowy, Buchan wnd other CPa give von an idea of the value of

pivers. extending from hillerest o val- e wmmher wealth here Iving e Jer

Lvs nowanly producing faeening e tedl vou that cutters and sawsers
cras~~, and there are dhose wonderiully frave bivn Tor over 0 vears working,

Prich wlhoial soils along the tluts of the wned have ondy got 3t aniles avay fronn

network of the great oivers  and  dwir Bairnsdale, or o mile a vear, jeaving

fnnumerahle wrihatarvies which wre abso cner lun MILES OF VIRGIN FOREST

Tutels the hest o in the world ™’ Ul to he worlled Between Balmsdale

and the hovder.  Within ten miles of

Yo the State amber ant-Labour ads Bairnsdali, box trees ure heing sold for
mini~tration ha= left dhis country for 5 o oree, and i the Cann River distric
venrs witheat o road, wnd des ondy adea Chere are places where there are S0t
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O vvees to ol Lo, o bl he
Crown has gou 12«0 €d. per aere. Iy
the Cann River district peeviows  to =e.
feetion, there was an area |1 miles loug
and 24 miles broad that supported o
magnificent forest of wrey hox; hut the

selectors ringharked this forest. With-
out a raibvay this tmber would o ten
venrs” tine be absolutely destroved: huy
it condd he got ont within that
tine it will sl he  of considerabile
value,
What o commentary upon  the commer-
cial administration  of  the and-Labour
faction=, If the wrees ondy average 2000,
the aere, and the value be only L2 per
tree, this wmeans a timber value off over
CTU0,000, upon land =old by the Niate
for under L1 00OB, b ten yenrs this
timber will be so rotten as ta e value
Jess. oven with a vailway, I the State
construet  adequate gransport  facilities
now it will ereate two additional values- -
the value to the land, upuri from  the
timher. and  the value 1o the thwmber,
apart irom the land,  The State =hould,
therefore, claim exelusive rights aver all
timber as a compensation for State es-
penditure upon territorial and transpory
development. That seenred, immediate ac-
tion should he taken to et and  stack
tha enorvmous values of ringbarbed tm-
hier along the Cann and elsewhere,  The
hona-fide selector would find his compen-
<ation in his  ecleared  lands—itzs  added
value, his Lmproved  transit, the loeal
amplovment for his sons, the inercase of
local population, and the development of
a local market for his  products, T'he
alienated lands held hy absenties should
he resamed at their present vadues ol
setthoment guarantesd. The Promier said
in his spesch —"There were Crown lands
in abundance on which timber, as valu-
able as that in the Cann Vallev. was
growing. but  which must be cleared be
fare it was fit for occupation.”  And he
avked @ “Why should not the State do
this work 7”7 This is exactly what we of
the Labour Party have bheen wrging these
fiftecn sears, Oive a man o famn (o Hive

«mr. nat oo forest to Rght,

Methads of Transport

tn his speech the Promier said
Aevording o the evidence collecwed in
conneetion  with  the  Foderal  Capital
Sites there s MORE POWER fHIUN-
NENG T WASTIE IN ONE OF THR
BRANCH STREAMS OF THE SNOWY
THAN I USED AT NIAGARA,D The

sapfe remark applies o the Tambo and

Beaun Rivers, the latter falling nearly
30 feet in 3 omidles, and the  Brod-
ribhi. which 3 the o sive as the

Bemm.,  Now. when we  are on the
theeshold of the clectrical age we ean
took forward o the  time  when  thi-
frawer,  harnesscd and (ransported  In
electrical means, will he applivd w the
multifarions requirements of o civilised

conunnnity,”’

“hooking jorward” s good, ospecially
when avcompanied with a promise (o oex-
tend obsolete steam locomotion  into o
tervitors where clectrical power of sueh
magnitnde 18 ranping o waste, Nagara
iz capable of  producing theee  million
horse-power, hut at present is ondy heing
isedd for 200000 horse-power,  This

uti
power s suflicient o not only prn\i(ll:
motive power for lavge factaries in the
vieinity of the falle, but it drives  the
street cars and Jights the City of  Bad-
falo. It prepels the ears on the Vander-
bilt trolley roads connecting siall towns
in New York State, and  is transmitted
{o
where it §s used to light streets, propel
cars, and move the machinery  of  the

vacuse, 8 dstanee of 165 mile,

Jactories,

If this power ix  in the Snowy, it
ought 6 e an essential  part of any
scheme for terrtorial developument, The
evtreme  distaner to the horder  wounld
e Hite more than  one  hall that e
tween Svracnse  and  Niagara., Good
roads, and an electrical tvolly svstom for
the transporiation of  timber,  minerals.
and other products would open ap all
parts of Fastorn Gippshoed o Jadusteiad
enterprisa, achile olectric anotors  would

than anything o which they have hivher-

fands made aceessible jor tmber, mining
and agricultural prrposes, rovaliv

rental would be obtained, where the ye-

MONOPOLY AND DEMOCRACY, +3

sible,  Thiv value is estimated i il
Bons, 1t would pav the cost of  proads
and electric trncQon many thoes  over
The Lukes cutrance s a State port guade
with Ntate moneyv, The steamers should
he State vessels. running as an integral
part of an clectrical wransit ﬂ‘slﬂul‘:'"n'

entrating on the port of shipaent,
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RITORY
!N GIPPSLAND

4
1B0 & MACALISTER RIVERS

Northern Gippsland. rRACKE mewn s - _

RAILWAYS o+ ot o
L

(Note re map.--Track from Bringolong to Harrietville should show  as pussing
thivough Dargo. Track along the Barry Rapge from the Mouanangatta River e
foarintville wrach omitted by artisg

Acres.
Gold Raserve ... . 16,000
Endowment Reserve . 180,000
Pastoral Areas . . 1,180,000
Grown Acres Shown ... 1,388,000
The absence of  ansthing  hut roeugh i vopaneon uctals that are fownd i
tracks has barred thiz tervitory o wll abundanee would  bave an CCORUIHT

it adventurous miners. At the New value, i it were  not for inaceessibilicy,

fmperial ot Buninyong 3dwt. stone puys A gool main road from Briagolong o
Hurrietville and Bright would make this

divichmds, O this country Tdwi.  reeis
passagy a favorite one for tourists, and

are unprofitable because of the cost of

transporting  steres aied machinery the werving of  their requircinents—fruit

i ) culiwee,  dalrving, and  nining would
In the contre of this country  are the :
" Hiahlonds. LU 5 E \ carvy a population  along  the  whols
Aarge Tghiandgs., o '} ojeet aovo J . s
| i = : ¢ Tul sua conrse of the road. Withont  thar rowd.
avel, consisting  of  open, undulating : . f :
. R = P . i tiny the only inhabitants will he afew pros
plains.  rich  soil, but as  in Canwla. - :
. . JCLars, (38 the LtEnLpOrary pupuhxtlun S
coversmd for several months in the yeu - = 11T SELOIA X
. ) N created by ow o miping spurt, \ -~ e
with snow.  In the sumuer its verduare P :*,
. . “ . . = ks w o . ¥ aﬁa
its wprings, its clear-running swewms give ”Uo‘f’jféol
it an aspect in marked contrast to the Darge-Tambo Gouniry =
parched appearance of the low  country. Voo the east of the Dargo the  counun
tin each side of the plutean we smaller ie ae o oa wuch  lower  average elevation
plains, 3000 jeet above sea level, and he than the Darge Plains. It is a land of MTUSEFU,

pwountain and  valley, amd moall table

low  these  other  plaing, 2000

above  sea  leve and  from the fands. 1t is highly mineralised, bat dhe
latter  there i< a0 sudden fall into imense forest growdh makes exploration
the  vallevs  of  the  Dargo on the dithienlt, and as the working asiver bae

HICHIES Oy o f R

snst and the Wonnanoatia on the  west w0 far made no valnable discovery. the

The thneo  Plains, upaon which extensioe capitalist has  pot appeared upon he

agricultural and dairving operations are seepe, The nationalization of the Tambo
condueted, are 2,500 fcet above sea level, Vallev Road, the  makine of a0 road ap

much  work of a  similar the Livingstone, over the Divide. down

showing that
junetion with  the

pnature eould  he done upon a large por: thee Wentworth, w
Sinwedong Bricht voad s Dargo, and

tGion  of  the Darco  plateaus. Gold i<
the DHvide thron

formed over all this area, amd manv of jnanch  road  from
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Beptiord o Sarstield, wonbi open up
thiswerritory 1o foresiry as oan bisdie-
tey. serdement as a bhase, clearance  for
the prospectar, and mineral developument
s it vonsegnence. Bue sovddoment would
have 1o he with  State aid,  hopestaud

srotection. and embargo on agy

Tamhborita

The  general elevation  of the copeny
between the Wonnangaita il v Grea
ivide s abso mch lower than thae of
s now-aurifor

the Dargo Plaine. Bug iy
ous heles Therefore the  ineentive 1o

settde npon i is less than upon rougher

and mare inaceessible conntey dhat pro
vides aclivelibood for the prospreetar. The
enlvowweks weross the Tamhoritn e
magers tracks from dateson and Wooda-
point wo Dareo. Rigealls  and  other
wpantters have  secnred  Lieola, on ot
head waters of the Macadlister, with un-
Linited feee fieding ground on the Stace

territory around them.  Noc that  free
feading vounts for  wuch,  because 1he
country s b mway parts oan impene-
trable jungle. fo is, therciore, suggested
Cad a means of settlement” that the right
should be given wo vinghark  the  (rees

and deswoy a futnee industey, so that o

few anore satile  can find grass The
trees, 10 Is sald, have no economic value
beeanse  of present inaccessibilice, This
i the wost reeent and o=t adyanesd
praposal for the “settlement”  of  Ta-
borita. The  resumption of  the  Licola
ahicnatdons—u good road wpr the Macalli--
ter—the development of  forestey as ok
Nrate dostrv—the seleetion of  suitable
arcas for  occupation—their  organised
clearance—sand  the cxpansion of grazing
and dairving oo farms apart from forestc
land= that is what is wanted. At loas:
it s thne 1o recognise that grazing can

nut compets with forestry as an indiie-
ey and that to Kl o forest 1o fead o
cow s oindustrigl suieide

E
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Land Resumption & Railways

Land map Moo | owas desigued 1o give
u rough ddea of the grouping  of  large
estates ana portion of our wusteérn terrls
tory—oeshibiting  thew depopulading efiects
—-the need of eesumption  for  settlement
and productive purposes--the need of such
resinption as o preliminawy 1o railway
construction, and the peed of  such re-
swmption, production and  wransit policy
as agrencies for the developunent  of  the
Pore of Gecdong, Lo was, thereiore, ~ug-
cested as a public policy that there shoald
he a line survey rom beagh Road or Win-
chelsea to Wickliffe Roead tnow Willauray,
and land reswmption for several miles on
cach side of such proposed line, as u pre-

liminary to ratlway oxtension.

minee that dace w lavge oxpendioare bus
heen authorised upon the Gecdlong Har-
Lo Works, but no policy hax been o
wagnrated for the  development  of  the
territory in its immediate proximiv, A
Closer Settlement Bourd has  also been
formed, compelled by the limbtations of
it- Constitution to porchase propertics in
Al parts of the State, driving up the
Vabues  of  swmrvosnding properties and
largely adding to the work and expeoses
aof the board by reason of the scattered
stons under itz control, The vared

‘Z(l\:
conditions of soil and chmate prevailing
on the ddifferent estates also mudtiply and
complicate the duties of the hoard, so
ihat a policy of concentrated coffort is as
cesentinl for the effective  operationz  of
the Closer Settlement Board as for the
cnecesstul development of  awrienltnee,
vailways and harbour works  upon  the

haxis of ceonomical finance.

The Secretary of the Uloser Setddement
Board My, 1. k. Jenkinsy has, there-
fore, proposed that the Closer Scutlement
policy of the Govermment shoulid «con-
centrate upon the areas depicted in No.
I omap, with  ecompulsory resumption  of
the interfor, twelve injles from cxisting
Lines, indicated by dotted spaee on the
stiadl map. This would  cothrace  about
100 1) acres, and the cost of such re-
sumiption at grass values and the  con-
struction of a through hne is estindared
o cost about £H000 000 The line cost
would he Bs. on cach acre, hut  would
practically donble the  <elling value  of
such resumed lands.  The Closer Seutle-
ment Net authorises  an wxpenditure  of
L300,000 & vear for five vears. Mr..lon-
Lins suggests that the mnexpended halunee
—ahout £1,300,000—shouald he made avail-
able in une  sum, and the halance,
£2,5000, 000, in  interest-hearing  deben-

tures, iszuable (o the present owners or
(o the public for cash, to be used for
the resumption  and  construction  pur-
poses proposed.
® 2 =

Whichever method be adopted, and what-
ever the means. the resumption  of  this
territory, with its proximity to an cxeel-
fent port of <hipment, must bhe an essen-
tial part  of the land policy  of this
State, Land resumed at a non-enibsay
zold at the value rreats

valuation, and 1o
ed by line eonstruction, is a sound finan-
cial venture, far in advance of the pre-
sent policy of resuming estates on valies
given by existing lines. Moreover, -0 far

as the land ander consideration s com-
cerncd, not only would o depleted  terri-
tory  he  re-populated—there would  he
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o, instead of U000 as at proseite
but the saeeess  of  the line wondid b
wuaranteed by such setdement,  andan
fmmense volune of products would be se-
cured for the development of Geelony.

-

Writing 1o the cArgus” unther
date October 21, 8us. Mr. b H.
Gardiner. of Skipton, said =71 am con
vineed by practical  experience cuined
frooy tilling the soil dn the very centre

AND DEMOCRACY.

of this provinee, that the productiv.es
oi the Western districe plains can be -
a hundrediold by the ecombined

power of plongh, hone, and wuscle.
i ix aequirad for closer settloment pur-
poses v will maintain its Hooks in 'I‘HI:}H:
PRESENT NUMBER, besides producing

of hushels of grain. and  thou

mitlions
camds of tons of fudder, thus  angment-

o wealth, and  creating homes by the
pandrads  for o thriving and contanted

population.”

MONOPOLY AND
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| Additional Notes.

The Land Yalues Tax

tNDER THIE FEDERAL LABOR
PARTY . an o=t of che UNPMPRON
cabie of C15000 wanbid pay s

U the bivst €500 ail

On the second L3000, 0ld, D the UL

Gn the thivd Chmwon fdl qn rhe L

Vioocattun che rate woubd Le 23d0 da
the £ froen Gt o Udeetn
from  CIbotl  wo weon id o
COUGU apd over,  Hd Phe Bl rawe
would operate, howevers oalv on gt
portion of the vadue cveeeding COOBBLL
CNDE R PHE STATE un oestate of dhe
CNIMPROVED cadae of €000 wanld b

cawingpts thoor e and g o Chann

in the Uotless US onempt (RIS

CO000 a vise o F-E0ths of 0 penny o
cverv additional 2000 aaedl ddl an the
£ ois reached  wpon the lawer estates,
VHE STATE TAN Wl N 1
CLMULATIVE UPON THE FEDERAL
TAN . the dasdowner being entithd o

e bnet e conount of ol Federad ra

Cirosn that dne e the State when making

up his retarns. in e s nanner as
an dnvome-tas-pacer nos dedacts the
premivis paid on his e assuranee po-
hev

FHE OWNER OF THE LANDD whosn
ectate APART FROM O TMPROVEMENTS
AND ENEMPTTION S as cadaed a O oo
woukld pay 2 a0 sdoo U2mcn, 00 Gs,
LRG0 L. 5%,

AND SAVE INCOME-TAN,
hecanse the Labour Party dotend 1o e
peal the ineane-tax in it application 1o
wmeomes DERIVED FROM THE  LAND
o the wround that ot i an milgquitous
Jorm of lanid-tax. falling ot heavily

i thos wha pai the Lad 1o the
pet prodactive use s The owner of  an
avricnivirad preoperty s vadued clear of all
Boprovenn s <oy ot LT 0000 woubd une
der the Federal Paboar Lund tas pay hie
v bk tas s dess O Bx0 KL due
the Federation. nl <ave whatever  in
cone tas he FETESIONN EARANY faer xm\'hmx
* o -

New Zealand Under a Land Tax

Phe atcached stadsties furnish a com-
pasri=on, s an e er b those whao ase

wort that o busbtay Wb the facieer
Froan Holdings Under 200 Acvees

[l [
N7 RN ] [HRTR

\detoiin e

Poocoss i N7

S0 New Aealaod that fn (531 bad gal
cighiteen bupdeed more cnaldl jarm bhold
dng~ than Vietorla after ffen wears of

Gf iwe

famb-tuy bl jnemased 1 o

fondred aere hamesteads by twenay-two
thiousand.

i Ness Zeadand the total area alienaa
vl based from the State oy from the
Maoi~ ix 2200708 s dhe faneds

alicoatd o i process of alicnution ia

Victorin total 207624915 Yeu upon the
cnaller areas Now Zealand  carvies 17,600
pavre hagpescends than this S ate in

P01 che o steads tadl stzesy in New
Foeadand woere  feswer  than Victoria by
thousands, bt uwder o fand-tan  New
Zondand has incrensed its wotal holding
fronn ThOobU G0 1SS o TG00 i [0
an anercase of 29 Gl

throw NZ0 Year Book, U6, page
320 and Vietorian Veur Book, 1966 pary
;um!m'!iu!n
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Monopoly ic Old Gounlies

foetght western eonntics tGrant, Gren-
ville, Hampden, Ripon, Bundas,  Folletn,
Normanby antd Vithersy, the holdings -
der 380 acres were (ST i 13T and
THYS e 0G0 In the county norvthward
rowt Melbowrne 1o Mitiamo  Counties
Bonake, Dalbousie, Talbot and Bendigo),
the holdings under 33 geres were },G,JIUI
in INTE, and S,UEE dn TS The twelve
counties entioned  embrace  more than
one hali of the VLIFENATIED ova of the
States and theiv totadl hobdings vall

sices) have deeliped sinee 1571 from 2N

[ RTI NN

,. » .

Sweated Tenant Farmers

Extract from the U Weekiv Times,””
Nuguse Db, Tuey,

The writer, describing the dairving in-
dustey inoa portion of Vietorin o vhich
he had an inthmate hnowldge,  awt ==
Chhe danmers are enants of  the Jerge
lundowners.  Some of theas wori their
f{l“”.\ (a1 ‘hi‘ \hlll‘l‘ '-'_‘"‘("“], \\.h“" (llh“".‘"v
pay an annual rend Rents  wre hivh,
Were 1t not for the great amount of fioe
tabour turpished by thep childven w s
quite certain that the present conditions
af cecupation would pot epable the tn-
ant~ to obtain a living. The hours the
clibdren have 1o wark are very long, and

the waork, for them, is verv heavy  and

monotenons. A Jot of milk is produced
i the Western districe with  the  assis
tance of child  labour.  Some  of  these
children have to take their places in the
milking sheds  when verv  voung, Verv
fictle vecreation for them. tp m the

morning at davlight (o ger the cows i,
and assist o milke Then o schoal,
After sehool hones the cons have 1o he
hrought home and mibhed again, it fre-
quently heing dark before the pilling is
completed,  Supper follows: then a 1nsh
through with the home lessons, and 1o
hed. Sueh s the routine, vear in and
vear ont, of the children  of the tonant
farmers who preovide free labour  partly
for the  <upport  of  their  strugghing
parentz, bt omamdy jo o add te the wealth
af the aleendy wealthy Tandlords

DEMOUCHACY.

An Example of Land Monopoyy.
1S Map No. by

Neres,

Private fands in Conpty Nor-

manhy . . .
Cyonvn dands in County Nor-
fnanbn
Total aren . . . 1,24, 000

O the Crown dands, ID2000 acres are

hedd ander Joase,
Siuce ISt 100000 acres have  been
alienated: LU aeres have  gone oat of
eultivation: holding~ have diminizhed by
Lot and population has stood sl
The =hive of Portland

a4 portion of
Cannty Normanhy.

Sinee I ratepavers o the roll have
deereasod . fram 1,200 o Lot holdings
froan 0 o A0 and Sand in culuvation
frenn BO20 1o TR

The Porough of Porthand has  declined

in population sinee 1330 frons 2,

2450 i ratepayers frome S8 a0 0w

anpual vabwe of properoy from CHE210 o
CHL S and the rates have had to he

increased from s, to 2s

Sueh is the of-
foet of tand wmonopole upon popoladon,
ratepayees. aml values,

Comparisor

tn Normanhy oonopoly has donmared
for Bt ovenes, In Moira land  aggareva
ton = of recent orviging Ao interesting
compaison may. theeefores be made.

o Moira, sinee =l populaton has
increased L 120000 Normanhy has stood
stilh

Moira has few pastaral holdipes. Nors
wanhy has UG

Mabra, for esery LU qeres, has 260
weres ander vhe plongh, Normanby has
onlv HE aeres dtotal,  Moira, 520000
acres: Norvmanby, 130N

Mowra. for every 10000 qeres. has 15
furins,  Normanby only 7L

Moira produces 3 million pounds weight
of Lutter.  Normanby,  half-million—oune-
venth.

Motre faoms give cmplovment ta S04
males. Normanbw favms and runs  cone

hined only give werk to A0 males.

MONOPOLY AND DEMGCR A CY a1
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Monvid~ vapacity o carry Jive stock has
tnereased with the weea put under  the
ploneh aud the consequent food crop
rivgseedd,

Morra Hve stoeh, measuesd o terms of
sheep, cqual SE00 per 1,008 acres.  Nor-
manhy only S oapon land  devoted  al-
most enelwsively ot sheep.,

3 ® *

A Selector’'s Struggles
thsxtract rom a letter o Charles
MGrath, M.y,

CMy o brother’s  selection was on the
Latrobe River, where it is bridged hy the
Fumina-road. Three of us cut the first
trach o the Magpic River, and  carried
aur st ppovisions oo our back  helore
we condd get a horse ing and ever sinee
then the trouble has been o coad. We
were genpine setthers hut the hig majo-
rity of Japd-grabbers were tosn people
wha ook ahe land ap for o spec. They
hael s wiieh podon of  residing i dha
soen as on the dand-they were pubhe
cans, cordial  manufacturers,  conmnission
auents. atd =0 one-one genuwine man 1o
cvery five square geiles, and these are the
cluss of people the wenuine  watder has
for neichbonrs. To make things  worse,
voads 07 were survesed where the com-
pass pointed, wpoa gum tree or Jown a

shait, and the poor bevgar  wha  made

1

s own road Yot no epeoursgement. \g
vonder settfement failed, and 0 always
with antid che  L0O-aeres drones are
clrared out and the I00-acre workers are
given the land to improve. Compel 1
dence and compel improvement s, What
does the Curator of  lntestate tutes
tMr. Wheidey, John Daon (Wood., Doun
and Co., and Butter Commission . Walsh,
of Albert Park Hotel and other of ik
ik, wanc with, and what will they do, 10
clear dorest fand 0 This s (he chique
that Temmy Bent's  Clouh  is 1o

b
speat fors e s =0 gnuch mones thrown
anwasy, Survey wellgraded  rosads firsg,

und then make them give us gendine se

leetors and =mall blocks, and  there =

rovin for any amount of people in Fu-
mina. Those who try wnder exasting eir-
cumstances are Hevoesand yvou spell it

with a capital H.”

Yauies

IRAANC FOWLRL

The land wonopolists of  Willawra  pav
33 per acre g menicipal races and
sheep taxy combined,  but  charee  their
tenants F2so oper oacre and s, per e
share wheat, He usked 5 that was equit-
able taation. These arve facts thar  wll
amongst farmers, Meo J0 Ko W Bougall
ica well-to-do farmer, and claims o re-
present his class =0 Age” report. Now
1,
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Jecline of Drink & Crime in Victoria

Of the parsons who passed through our gaols last year 97 per cent.
were persons of deficient education — the dregs of ignorance.

Improve the material condition and the intollectual outlook of a na-
tion. Its morality its sobriety its honesty will develop spontaneously.

DRINK STATISTICS.

IN7l ! 1881 1541 [HN

ulation .. .. .. PE L AN S62 46 £ 405 L2 57
weries | .. .. .. L. %1 s N .4‘4
wed (gallons) .. .. .. 1o 24 12 514 244 15 .z!j.) &ijd [ .'.t} 3&3
ess of Imports over Exports .. 127 N4 TR 1258 350 367 T

RER I BN

14 3200 608 a4 707 18,763 813 i3
12} wations

sumed per head of Population 20 galions 15 gakons 1 galious

“he consumption of drink in Great Botain is 33 gailons per biead al population.
nearly three tmes the amount of that consumed per head m Victaria,

DRUNKENNESS AND CRIME.

Very few of the ~ erimes " are of & serious nature.

|

I871 Tl [ESH ) FRes
3N [ 14473
ests for Druokenness .. .. 49968 Hooss .
ather Offences .. .. 12 Ml 14 244 i 446
Totals .. .. 22 NiR) l 25 B 23570

ARRESTS per 10,000 of Population.

I8t tand 1ath] (Y

Drunkenness .. .. .. iiji‘f l:.fff !lz
Other Offences o .. 176 166 i
Totals per 10) (K 312 2499 310 194

Juring the boom period there was a large intlux of population. I)run}kennﬁess
reased but other offences diminished, the total per 10,060 of population in 1841
g 310. against 24 in 1881 but dunng that period, drunkenness and other

MONOPOLY AND DEMOCRACY.

Oftences amongst the adult Victonan-bomn population declined by 30 per cent
(Vear Book 1893, page 3360 1L is iherefore evident that the increase during that
period was wholly produced by the boom period intlux of outside people.  Accord-
ing to the Jubilee report presénted to Parliament (Nov. 21.06) the population since
1861 has increased by 650.000, but the persons convicted in the higher courts for
serious crimes have decreased from 744 {14 per 10,000, 10 382 (2 per 10,000), and
the persons in gunl have declined tiom 180, (34 per 10,000) 1o 1043 (y per
10,000).  No counuy in the world outside Ausiralia can show similar progress in
the moral condition of its people.

Nationality, Drunkenness, and Crime. -Year 1908.

Pi f Birth, ion. | Arrested for | Diuanks per
ace of Birth Population Drookengess 10 0600
Australia .. .. 438,327 712y 74
Other Countries . 260,244 T2 278
Total Population ¢ f Viet 1,218 571 143873 ltaveen 117

The wial arrests for all offences, drunkenpess wmcluded. were 23,774, Of 1y for
for every 10.000 of population.  The proportion amongst Australians was 126 per
1¢.050, and amongst natives of other countries residing in Victoria. 376 per 10,000,

Against these facis 10 is argued (hat a far larger proporion of the Australians are
bois and girls. than amongst those from otier countries. thus reducing the per
centage of arrests amongst Australians.  Bur, if we assume that «ll males and

females under 29 vears of age in Victoria are Ausiralians, the result would work
out thits -

A'u Arrests

Place of Birth. including |Aduit Arrests
Drukepness| Per 10.000
Australia .. 1221 | 284
Other Coustries .. o s 374
Arrests over 20 yrs. of age 21 914 : T
Under 20 years of age .. | 1865 Ki
Total e ) 23779 |(Avger 194

}f‘urmcx“ testimouy is found in the statement of the Statist alreadv quoted that
while during the boom period the number of arrests increased, they actually declined
amongst the native born poputation. [uvenile offences have also largely diminished,

fArrests for Offences apart from Drunkenness.

1881, 1905, 1881. 1905,

Population 862.346 1.218 571 Forgery & Uttering 58 ... 35

" ) Obscene or Abusive
i?lood Crimes 114 68 Language 3,997 .. 2,148
Common Asam}l_t L1885 876 Assualting or Obstruct-
Attempted Suicide .. 81 ... 56 ing Police . 708 ... 70
Horse, Sheep  and Vagrancy ... 1,859 1,000

Cattle Steeling . . 179 105 Neglected Children 625 .. 585
Lg;rqeny . 2.166 ... 1,794 Other Minor Offences 279 ... 2,783
W ilful  Destruction ——

of Property 547 . 188 Totals .. ldzs1 9.406
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| Ages and Arrasts.

Number:
age. wsr | 1905 ‘
ver § 5085 | 4486 AR
‘gggeﬂ’;ﬁ?ﬁdsum - O R N
Under 30 9780 | L L 6
' ' 36 | 23719 | e | 1

they have.declined 4o per cent.  Between 30 and 5o the decline is 2z per cent.,

hut the greatest decline is amongst those under 30, viz., 4 5 per cent. The average:
decline is one third. With 360.000 more, people we have for all. causes 2 qu fewer;_
arrests; and- 5o fewer persons: tO maintain'in our gaols than in the year 188 For;
offences’ apart from drunkenness. there were saoo fewer arrests than in 1881, and

3000 tewer than in 1871, although the population is half-a-million more than in the
iast-mentioned year. 1n proportion to. population offences are 38 per cent. below
1871, and. 34. per cent. below 188;. °

- Population and Police. _
‘ Police, | Police for 100,000

% Popnlaﬁmi

of Population.
87y o 731828 |0 1064 RS i
©118810 1 862.396 Sz oy 137

1906. . L2373 | 1496 | - 5

\féiuntary»:a;id co‘l‘hpulisnry,.'lnsplj

The old ¢lass of criminals are rapid_if dying out. In propertion -to- populatien

Insolvents | - y it -4

Five Years. per anmym. | ¢ EERRL
7 1 200

1871 101875

8 731
e 862, 2,168.978
R e 152 b

277 0K -

the:Popu - of Victaria. h:
Hfro . 310 3473 Tof 73

217 were closed by Local Option at a cost of close o a quarter of 3 million.

g er 10,000 of population—now only 28, a decline relative to ‘popula.ti’on Df'43“
: ggr I::::nt. Of lhe~7;.’3£ closed hotels 513 closed valuntary for wantof business, and:.

ent. . af private.

cess of alienation.

tion,” and those

private lands only,

© Page 3 calumn

cupation.
On page 7. columu
paragraph 3 shauld
S pied” area)t

12000000
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e - Ex!ﬂanatﬁry and Errata.

P he tab}eﬁ colimn 1, page 2, . that thesé 116 own ;uuc}_x 'méte
the large: estutés shown on (he rég)

‘occupation’ statisties
The tahle, column. I, page 3
Ctotal:area of land alicnated, or in pro-

Cwere  colleetd, endugh for the oppene
monopoly, Iy :
that the varions banks and. ather fman,
cial corporations, bver and hevemnl
appearing, on the Re
their names, also own 5 Iarg
of  smal} agrieuliural - propes
tivs throughout the State

Nate distinetion between the statistics
of land holdings given in the “Introdue-
the heading of
- “Oflicial’. Reports,™ on page T—the latter
Ceover Crown lands, as well as alienated

Innel. The “Titroduction”” good seasons, and pulled back with

mortyage sucker in periods. of
Stom ol eolumn refer to the table of . the map. shows e
West water  channel, hetween the
he 1 i Mildara  lines, but
2 : last X e

» the last line heen accidentally omitted;
“einder’’ should read
line 11 from the hottom,
a- misprint jor
On map No. |

Page 16, column < 20y
“hottem, “extensive’’ should rend “inten-

Peaube has been casé on the
the. assumption that
amilics, or corporations own

heen  questioned, ¢ is
it it bhased upoa mag
thn Land Tax Office.
fine of each estate and . the
tion of one estate {6 anather coul
he: shown on sich a smalF P
“rendering it “unintell o
tore, nat. attempteds

toria. There is po nend
nt: It js had rnongh te
“shadow of a doubr,

<k Tux, Regt




