Browder Tells How ‘Worker’

Will Spur Greater Unity

Following is the text of the
speech of Earl”Browder at The
Worker conference yesterday:

Priends: It is very good to see
such a well organized response to
the call for this conference; it is
a sign that you represent a body
of mer and women and a move-

ment which fully appreciate the
high importance of the task
which has been set here—the cop-
solidation and expansion of our
press.

We have just gone through a
great battle, one of the key points
in the whole world struggle. We
met the attack of all the concen-
trated forces of reaction in this
country, ef the enemies of our na-
tion’s war effort, of the forces of
dissatisfaction of all the combined
grievances which could be chan-
nelized into the attack of this re-
actionary camp. We met the su-
preme challenge to the whole fu-
ture of our country and of the
world and we threw it back; we
defeated it.

That is a turning point. But
it is not yet victory. Now the
figkt must be continued in a new
way, so that we shall establish the
guarantees that the camp of re-
action cannot bid for power again
in our country. We must con-
solidate and extend this national

unity that was built up in this |

election struggle and make it an
ever growing power to secure the
carrying through in life of all
those policies that are necessary
to win the war as quickly as pos-
sibl~, to establish a durable peace

1

and to return the world and our |

country to peace on a higher level,
by securing the full utilization of
our national economy, full em-
ployment and full production.
The nation in its majority is
united on these objectives; even
the reactionaries have to pay lip
service to these objectives in their

carrying through of the policies
required to reach these objectives.
[ ]

80, we have the conditions in

which 1t is possible to consolidate |

the growing unity in this coun-

try. It is necessary to emphasize |

this because many people, in one
form or another, look upon the
post-election period as one of.de-
mobilization of our forces or the

breaking up of the unity that was |

achieved in the elections.

Our perspective is the opposite |

of that — no demobilization, no
breaking up of the unity achieved:
rather, further mobilization, fur-
ther organization and further ex-
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it could mobilize 20 million votes.
That is a terrific power—to mo-
bilize 47 percent of the nation’s
voters against the future of the
nation, against the road of prog-
ress. That is a t‘errlﬂc power.
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But that portion of the press
vhich was on the, side of prog-
ress was even more influential
than the other press. That is an-
other thing to remember. And
the importance of the press that
is on the side of progress and de-
mocracy becomes greater and
greater as the struggle develops
and as we get to the more difficult
and crucial moments of the whole
fight.

Especially I want to emphasize
the tremendous importance of The
Worker. The Worker has a cir-
culation that, in comparison with
that cof the great press of reac-
tion in America, is insignificant.

It is hardly to be seen in com-
very attack upon the practical [

tension and consolidation of that |

unity. It is possible. It is pos-

sible if all of us do those things |

which our circumstances and the
development of our work place
before us as our next task. It is
not going to be easy; it is a strug-
gle, it is a war and has to be won.
But it is possible. And we are
setting ourselves difficult but pos-
sible tasks.

Some people think that because

DeWwey and Dewey lost, that that
means the press is not important;
the press is not influential any

| hesitatingly,

parison with the tens and mil-

' lions of great, bulky papers spread

out every day all over this land.
The Worker is small in bulk, and,
in the number of copies that cir-
culate in terms of absolute figures,
it is insignificant. But to get an
idea of how key, how indispensable
a role The Worker played, just
look back over the past year that
led up to this and ask yourselves,
was there a single newspaper in
America in that whole period of
a year that conducted anything
like a systematic, enlightening
clarification and exposition of the
policies that were proved to be
necessary to win this election for

| the people, except The Worker

and the Daily Worker? 1 chal-
lenge anyone to show me another
paper which understood this fight
from the beginning and pointed
the way clearly, undeviatingly, un-
from beginning to

end. There is no other among

{ all the papers that supported the

President.
°

The most important and the

80 percent ot fhe’ press supported | influential in the final analysis,

in terms of the weight of heavy
guns, was the New York Times.

| The New York Times was neutra)

more; the press goes one way, the |
country goes another; we can dis- |

regard the press. That is a grave
mistake. In order to understand
how grave a mistake it s, just
imagine how far Dewey would
have gotten if he had not had 80
percent of the nation’s press. It
is clear that without this over-
whelming majority of the daily
newspapers of America, there
would have been no threat of the
reactionary camp to our country
at all. That et was created
basically br the rof the press,
and that Press:was 180 powerful
that against the will of the nation

in this fight until three weeks be-
fore Election Day. You cannot
say the New York Times showed
the way to victory. No, it merely
joined the victory after the foun-
dations for victory had already
been won. You cannot say you
can rely upon such a paper as the
leader of the struggle. It blazed
no paths, and while it is very im-
portant that it joined before the
end, and we are happy about it,
we welcome it, we don't fool our-
selves. It i8 .not an institution
that the people can rely upon for
leadership. This ls-clesr.
~“Where else was

‘ press

which supported the President?
There were a few. There was the
Chicago Sun, and there, I must
eay, we are speaking of a paper
that did the most consistent job
of all of the bourgeols papers,
most consistent, most solid, most
sober, most responsible. But even
there it is very easy to point out
great weaknesses as far as lead-
ership is concerned; in foresee-
ing issues and arming the people
to meet them as they arise and

1 not after they arise.

In New York we have the New
York Post, which supported the
President, but it would take a
very wise man indeed to figure
out whether the kind of support
the President did not result in
greater strength for Dewey, be-
cause the Post, after having con-
ducted right up until May or June
of this year, a campaign to pre-
vent the lakor movement from
endorsing Roos¥elt on the theory
that even if you are going toSup-
port Roasevelt you have to resist
him first in order to make a bar-
gain with him and get certain
promises from him about your
particular interests—we¢ know
what particular interests the
Post was speaking for—during the
campaign itself. this paper re-
peated consistently - the basic
propaganda iline of the Dewey
camp, anti-communism, red-bait-
ing. And if it did not turn
more votes for Dewey than to
Roosevelt, that is only because
its own readers have been im-
munized to the influence of their
propaganda.

(]

We have such papers as PM—
I should not say “such papers as
PM”; PM is unique; there is
nothing else like it in the world.
I am sorry I cannot say that in
praiSe, because PM is becoming
a very grave point of danger to the
demogauc front, because it has
developed the fine art of sup-
porting every hesitation and de-
viation within the camp of prog-
ress and at the same time doing
it in such a charming and inno-
cent and inieresting fashion that
even ithe members of our own
Aasociation, I am. sorry to say,
often prefer to read PM rather
than The Worker.

That is a very serious problem
for us because it demonstrates to
us that strong as we are ideolog-
‘ically as a trend and an organi-
zation within the labor-democra-
tic movement of America, we still
have our own points of weakness
and we still often fall into the
classical role of a S8amson who
allows Delilah to come along, and
clip off the locks which are the
source of his strength. We al-
low ourselves to be cajoled and
petted and led away from our
objective.

I will be the first one to admit
that the Daily Worker does not
have the command of such an
array of artists in pleasing peo-
ple as the PM has. As a matter
of fact, we don’'t build the staff
of The Worker from the point of
view of gathering together peo-
ple who know how to please you,
and if you want to be pleased in
that superficlal way of being
tickled and placated and soothed,
you are going to theé wrong place
when you go to The Worker, be-
cause The Worker is going to stir
you up; The Worker is going to
make you feel uncomfortable; The
Worker is going to place heavy
tasks before you; The Worker is
not going to give you any soft and
easy and plausible -answers which
are fundamentally false. The

Worker is going to eonunm to hc 3
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