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NEWS OF OUR
FELLOWS IN
FRANCE

(By W. Z. Foster)
Paris, Scpt. 29; 1910.

At the present time the matter of most
absorbing interest in French labor circles. is
the approaching convention of the C. G. T.,
which takes place at Toulouse during the
week of October 3-10.

After the, regular order of business has
heen disposéd of at the convention the floor
will he open for a special order of business.
This special order of business has: been limit-
ed by previous regulation to the discussion
and consideration of not more than four ques-
tions.  The four questions to be determined
before hand by a referendum of the whole
C. G. T. This year, owing to the similarity
of some of the qnestions, there will be five
up for concideration. They are: 1, Ofd Age
Pensions: 2, Shortening of the Working Day;
3. Collective Contrast—Commercial capacity
of the Syndicats—Compulsory Arbitration: 4,
Anti-militarist’ Propaganda; 5, Accidents to
Workers,

The politicians are making a strong cffort
to secure control of the C. G T. and some of
the questions will be bitterly contested. One
of these is “Commercial Capacty of the Syn-
dicats.” The political clement is imbued with
the idea of inaugurating a serics of co-opera-

[tive institutions, such as Belgium and some

a.her countries have, but they arc opposed hy
the direct action clement on the well-taken
ground that for the C. G. T. to acquire prop-
erty would be to render it conservative. Its
members would hesitate to take the daring
steps that have hitherto marked the progress
of the organization, through fear that the au-
thoritics would scize thesc properties.

An cffort will also be made to place a boy-
cott on 'wine, the price of which has gone
soaring recently. Two wecks ago sugar was
hoycotted by the federal committee, but owing
to the extreme necessity for sugar the boy-
cott has been a failure. It is thought that-a

|boycott on wine for a week, or some other

definite length of time, declared in the con-
vention at Toulouse, will have a much diffet-
ent effect. Although this conv is but
of the French Syndicat, two delegates or stu-
dents, rather, are expected from English
unions. Some surprise has been expressed
that the 1. W. W. hasn't sent a delegate.
However, if it is at all possible to gain ad-
mittance to the convention without creden-
tials there will be at least a member of the
I. W, W. present. Toulouse is a long way

“near” locks at the ha

from Paris and yours !nljy isn't overburdened
with the needful, and 1 don’t know how the
“ridin’ " is, yet T will get there somchow, pro-
vided they will admit me. During the past
week the plumbers’ strike was declared off
and the men have returned to work. The
men achieved but a partial victory after their
long fight, as many of the bosscs have refused
ta accept the terms of the union, However,
for those k'nd of gentldmen the second act
of the play is about to comniehce, as the men
have resolved to "inlclliw[w"ly sabotage” their
work.  As this gentle df\'crsi(m of the Syn-
dicalists  wsually includes the judicious de-
struction of property, some of these egotistic
contractors may yet wish they had come to
terms,

The agitation for the general railroad strike
Roes on apace. The |)ro|rosilions of the work-
ers have been refused. Their masters consider
a minimum scale of $1
and now both master ar
for war. The word is|being passed to the
workers. to stand rcady [to receive the strike
order they have already ¢ndorsed, and to Ieave
their posts the momen{ the order is given.
When this order comes|it will come sudden-

) as too exorbitant
| slave are preparing

Iy, as the C. G..T. is dftermined not to give|
the masters a moment's warning if it can he

avoided, It is probable| that this matter will
he delayed at least unti] after the convention
at Toulouse. - At presqut there are severy
steikes in Paris. One off these is that of 250
employes of onc of the latgest dry goods
stores in the city. It [is the same story of
women and girls workifg for wages that are
insufficient to keep bofly and soul together.
As usual, scabs ‘have Heen hired to take the
places of the striking women and girls. Mauny
of the gentle scabs haye lost their locks and
nds of strikers armed
with scissors. The offtcome is doubtful, as
the firm is onc of the [largest in Europe and
the workers of Paris [are as yet so poorly
awarc of their interesty that they continue to
patronize the store in| spite of th’e CGT
hoycott. That this boycott is not altogether
ineffective, however, is' evidenced by the firm
plastering the city with posters describing
wages and working conditions of their slaves,
which, judging their gorgeous Rights of fancy,
must have becn written by an ex-American
employment agent. '

—————————
BOSS GIVES ADVICE.

Judge Thoweec of Portland gives the fol-
lowing advice to the workers: “You feliows
save your moncy, for you will be eating soup
and stale bread this winter.” Thowee is one
of the largest railroad construction contract-
ors in tire Northwest, and is storing his ‘ma-

chinery and turning his stock out to pasture.|"

1 am working for him at present, building
warchouses. He is as fair as can be expected
of a boss. Good grub and good bunk houses,
Wages from $2.50 to $3.00, 10 hours. Em-
ployes from: free employment office,

F. B. SPRAW,,




