FRENCH REBELS
ACTIVE, WILL
STRIKE SOON

+ Paris, Scpt. 7, 1910,
Fellow Worker and Friend:

France, at present, in regard to “labor
troubles,” is experiencing. the calm _that
oftimes precedes the storm. -Except for a few
strikes of minor importance the situation. is
one of suspicious quict. The air is full of
expectancy, of wonderment as to the result
of the negotiations now pending between the
railroad  workers and  their coiployeds.  In
case of an outcome unfavorable ot the work-
ers, it is confidently expected by many who
thoronghly understand the situation that a
general tie-yp of all the French railroads will
immediately follow. 1t is also expected that
a general strike, to support the railroad work-
ers, will be nttempted if the situation’ scems
to demand it The general strike is being
broadly hinted: at, and the fear of this much
talked of social weapon has goaded the em.
pl‘nycrs into redoubling their eflorts to keep
the railroad slaves from touching off the
bomb that may end French capitalism!  The
usual channels wsed by them to intluence the
minds of their slaves are flooded with appeals
to the patriotism, religion, cte., that the slaves
have been reared on. But these appeals are
being largely unhecded: as the French worker
s awakenming to his teue interest, and it s
comtidently asserted thay the railroad workers

will respomd en misse to the strike order if |

s miven by their committee.
After the wonderiul. exhibition  of class
solisarity  shown Dy the Swedish \\'orkmg

eliss in the general strike of a year ago,: who
will attempt by gilace a limit to the capacity
of the Freneh working chiss, which has' ever
heen in the foreiront: of revolmtionary move-
ments, and wlikh has for years been cducated

py much more vadical propacanda than fas
the Swoedisl workimg eluss?  Bur it i e
to speculate o propheey. We must i
the outeome of the negotiations, and,

generdl movement takes place, protit by the
fessons it will teach, ’

The most mportant. strike now taking place
in France is the “plambers strike” in Paris.
This contlict, between 1,500 plumbers, helpers,
roofers, ete, on one side, and the organized
contractors 6f the city on the nll\;r has heen
bitterly congeated for the past six weeks, and
as yet ﬂwrc are no signs of a settlement,

Of course, the blame for this lamentable
affair. rests enfirely upon the strikers,  They
are insisting, in their usual haughty manner
that their honrs of work be reduced and lh.n
their pay be increased,  As an instance of the
imolent and unreasonable demands of these
industrial tyrants, let me cite the case of the
plumbers and plumbers” helpers. * At present
the scale for these workers is 10 hours' work
per day for the princely sum of $1.60) and
$1.20 respectively; and, although heefsteak
costs but ¥ corjts-a pound, potatoes 2¢, bread
4c and” other necessitics in duc proportion,
they ‘have the unmitigated  gall and | incon-
sideration to demand an cight-hour day, with
wages of $200 far plumbers and $1,50 for
helpers.. The strikers have offered to) accept
a committee of architeets to arbitrate the
matter, but they have been ignored jby the
contractors,  These gentlemen seem  deter-
mined to scotch the C.°G. T. Needless to
say, they are stepping on a very .dangerous
snakes Several men have been killed in the
brawls growing out of the strike.

During the past month the prices ol bread
and wine have, been r’uwd 26 per cent.  As
these are perhaps the' twn ‘most important
articles in the dict of the French working
class, thore is a great howl being set up by
the radical papers, who hlame the advance en-
tirely upen the monopolistic powers. of the
bakers, restaprant keepers, ete,  The, matter
35 furnishing  excellemt  propaganda matcrnl
for the syndicalists and they are umkmg the
most of it.  On every side one can sée posters
“knocking”™ the hosyes hind “honsting” organ-
ized labor.  Times are getting very appre-
ciably h.mln-r. the wheat and’ grape ctops are
failures and there is an mnmully l.nrgc num-
ber of unemployed nien for this season of the
vear. The streets are infested by bands of
“Apaches,” who make life ineresting for the
belated  wayfarcr: So hold havé these “il-
legal” thieves become that the middle class
public has bhecome thoroughly alarnied and
drastic measures are being employed to sup-
press this ungentile and unorthodox species
‘of the gentle art of robbery. Some of the
leading papers are advocating the intrcduciion
of the whipping post into the already gen-
crous list of punishiments meted out (o the
unfortunate projetarian thicf.

With the cost of living advancing by bounds
of 25 per cent, and wages being kept stition-
ary. Paris can expect to develop many mord‘

“apaches” in spite of all the jails and whip-
ping posts the “good” citizens can erect.. Of

avoid pointing out the connection between
the hard times and the increase of crime.

A few nights ago I had a reminder that I
am in Europe. "An agent of the pohce paid
me a visit to examine my papers and inquire
into my business. It happened that when he
arrived my table was loaded with some dozen
radical Fretich papers, which I was doing my
best to degipher.
mation he came for, the police agent asked
how [ happened to have so much doubtful
titerature scatered about, and I had to fall
back on the old “No saveé” gag. The papers
slmply happened there;” of course I dldnt
sclect them because they were radical, etc,
ctc. [ had my fingers crossed all the while,
and he looked skeptical, but 1 supposc it 'is
all right as I haven't heard anything further
in the matter.-

Yours for the I. W. W,, ,
WM. Z. FOSTER.

Burcan Poste- Restante, Place de al Re-

publique, Paris,’ France.

SKAGIT COUNTY, WASH.

After four ycars of scrvice for the Hamilton
Logging Co, Otto Recker, a chaser, was killed
this morning (Monday, Scptember 19), while
at work.

Last Monday. September 12, one of the
head fallers in the same camp !nd four ribs
broken and his right collar bonc cracked.

Six members were added -to Local 318 at
our last mecting. K

Fred \W. leslewood. will spend this week
speaking and organizing in this county.

Meetings are advertised for Sank, Septem-
ber 19; Concrete, September 20; Lyman, Sep-
tember 21, and the rest of the week at Sedro-
Woolley and vicinity., Good results are ex-
peeted from these meitings. A local of the
1. W. W, may be organized at Concrete.

There is some talk of a general shut-down
of all camps in this county, in which cvent
many lumberjacks. wil reccive a much needed
vacation—without pay and with reduced ra-
tione, .

Minkler <hogying Co.,
Lyman. Waork one ‘side, ‘'wages
Grub fair; sleep in bunkhouses,
boys can get on.
Skayit Lumber Co,

two miles west of
$2.25 to $4.00
1 W,

Work two sides; wages
$225 to $40 Grub fair. Work ten hours,
Sleep in bunkhouse.  Members of JowWow,
can get work, lhl~\ have their own mill and
cut their logs intn Iumlu.r and <hingles.
EMIL M. HERMAN,
Press Com. Local 318

CHRONICLE LIES.

Chiewclah, Wash, Sept. 15,1910,
Editorial Industrial Worker,

Just a few lines to fet yof know what kind
of justice they peddle to the workers.  1lere
in Chewelah'a gum-shoe ex-bull from the
Spokane slugging committee by the name of
Hood blew into town "and sccured a position
as. night' rohber or watchman for this hurg.
So on the night of September 13 a cook by
the name of \Wheeler of Spokaue, a striker
of Local 450, arrived. This bull, food by
name and brute by nature, caughc him at
once. The cook was tried before a kangaeno
court, in which he had to keep still, and was/
given 60 days in the coumy jail at Colville
for.heing out of a job When will you work-
crs get wisc?

A MEMBER,
" Local No. 222,
Loggers’ and Lumber Workers' Industrial
Union No. 432.

Seattle, Wash,, Scept. 1R, 1910,
All_members of 1. U. 432 arc hereby no-
tified that a referendum vote. of this local is
being taken on the qucstion of reducing the
initiation fee from $200 to $1.00. Al votes
are to be in the hands of the' Secretary by|
Scptember: 30th, 1910, All members in good

how they wish to vote on the matter hefore
the expiration of the time above specified,
Ballots are heing' sent to those whose ad-
dress is known.
2. M. CLYDE,
Sceretary No. 432,

ARMY SHOOTS MANY STi!lKERS.

Madrid, Sept.
Bithoa say that heavy casualtics have taken

and troops. N0 details of the fighting are
available owing to the telegraph censorship,
Minces in the Bilboa district hav€ been on/
strike for several weeks and there are 3,000
troops in the district.

ENGLISH WORKERS STRIKE.

Cardiff, \Wales, Scpt. 18.—-Twelve tho@sand
miners employed in the Cambrain mines here,
disregarding the decision of lcaders to take
a ballot, have adopted a resolution to strike
tomorrow. Their action will lcad to a gen-
cral tic-up in South Wales, probably affecting
200,000 men.

While Standard Oil business is admitted to
be falling off, net profits are sl in excess of
80000000 per year, more than double the

course the newspapers are very careful to

dividend. requirements,
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