In the International

)

It is Tlme to Go over irom Adoptlng Resolu-

tlons to Carrying them out.

By O. Piatnitzky.

There has not yet been any Change in the Matter of Carrymg out the
Resolution on the Transier oi the Centre of Gravity of Party and Trade
Union Work to the Factories.

The recent elections in France and Germany “the strlkes .

in England, America and a number of other countnes, in
which the Communist Parties, the Red trade unions and .the
trade union oppositions participated in one form or another
show that the Comunist Parties, the red trade unions and:the
trade union opposition havé not yet succeeded in winniiig a
large portion of the. organised and. unorganised masses  of
workers away from the influence of- the social ~democratic
parties and reformist trade union bureaucrats as well as that
of the leading trade .union apparatus. And- this occurs at a
time when the social democratic parties ‘and reformist trade-
unjon huréaucracy have daily betrayed the:interests of. these
masses. through their tactics and their actions in all political
angd economic questions affecting the great masses of workers.’

During the present industrial and agrariah ecrisis which
has drawn in the entire capitalist world, the situation of the
workers, those workmg part time as Well as those workmg
full tlme and the situation of the unemployed; of the offlce
workers, of the lower officials, of the poor peasants and ‘even.
a_considerable portion, of the middle peasants, has undergone_
armarked deterioration ~Undeér these circumstances the €om-:
niumsts Parties, the Red. trade unions and the revolutionary :

tdade union opposition could have and should have utilised to?
miych. -greater. ~advantage the--discontent ef-the -great-masses -

of workers in order to unmask those who are really respon-
sible for -the defeat of strikes, for wage cuts’ and the reduction
of ‘unemployment relief, for 'the increase of taxes, for im-
poverishment .of the poor and even middle.elements of -the
peasantry and for.the shifting of the burden of the .crisis: on
to the shoulders of .the worklng masses. The Communist
Partles, the Red. Trade .unions .and the revolutionary trade .
union opposition could have and should have. pointed out that
only the Communist Party and the revolutionary trade union
movement -defend the -interests of the workers in their pro-
grammeé, in their slogans and actions, and in their whole work.
If .the revolutionary: organisations had-succeeded "in ‘making
the masses .understand this, it would have never been possible
for the socialist parties and the reformist trade union bureau-
crats to continue to maneouvre both in the political field and
in’ the economic field. with their theory of “lesser evil”, nor
could it have come_about that these elements, instead of losing:
. votes in the: electmns in a number of cases actually showed .
an 'increase in votes fFlance) and that instead of being made -
harriless during strikes these elemerits are still for. the most
part able to throttle strikes and even to organise blacklegging.

What are the rooty of these weaknesses in the work. of
" the Communist Pa“ty? During election campaigns and during
strikes the meetings called by the Communist Parties, the
Red trade unions and the trade union opposition are attended
by great masses-of -workers. This creates the illusion among'
active | comrades- in the, Party - and the -trade ’
opposition - ‘that -it has “already been " possible to defeat
the social democrats, to bring the- influence of the national
socialists to . a. standstill, etc.” As a -matter of fact these
meetings are attended chiefly by elements who have  gone
with us and:are going with us, but the great masses, all the
elements of the working population who do not yet read the
revolutionary press and who do not yet go to meetings of the
revolutionary organisations and Communist Parties are still
almost untouched by rovolutlonaly agitation and by the revo-
lutionary press, This means that in addition to.the press and
the-calling of meetings, in addition to the holding of demon-
strations, still other forms or Work are necessary, which reach

union '

not only worklng elements who already follow us, but also.
broad elements of workers and employees, who do not come to
our meetings, who do not read our press and who do not yet:
respond to our calls' for demonstrations.

How can this be attained? Only by work in the factories,
among the unemployed wherever they may be -fouhnd, in the
trade unions and in the mass organisations of the workers and
peasants in general. In spite of the fact that there are dozens:
of resolutions, beginning with comintern Congresses all the
Way down to.sub- dlstuct orgamsamons of the ‘Party, and in
spite of the fact that ‘many columns of the Party press’ are.
devoted to' {lié necessity of strengthening and organising this
work, no real change can be observed. And yet until such’
a changﬁe {s“carried out in this field, Party and trade union
worki‘are bound to be to a great extent superficial, without'
rea¢hing the basic elements of the “working elements who'
still follow the sccial democrats, the national fasmsts and the’
Centre (Catholic Party).

A great number of examples from the history of' the Par-
ties of- the Comintern show that when Parties and revolu-,
tionary trade unions without any organisations in the fac-
tories are drived underground, they immediately Toose con-
tact not only with the masses but in ‘many cases even: with:
their own members. There i$ absolutely no guarantee that the*
Communist Parties in the most important capitalist countries:
will- not be driven underground. A law has been introduced
into Congress in the U.S.A. which would make, the Communist,
Party illegial. In the British House of Commions the- govern->
ment has been-asked what it intended to do in-order to render-
the Communist -Party harmless. In Germany tlie -question of
dissolving the Communist Party has been on the agenda for:
some’ time, In Czechoslovakla the Party is already semi-legal..
In France as soon as' it is possible to utilise a successful act-
of provocation to convinece the petty bourgeoisie -and a por--
tion of-the workers. that the Communist Party -has partici-
pated in some telromstlc act the Commumst Party W1]] be
suppressed. - - -

Under such condl‘tions every mmute of ]egal or ‘semi- .
legal existence of these Parties must be utilised to get them-
firmly rooted in’the factories and persistent: work must be’
carried-on ‘among the workers on the basis-of defence of their -
daily interests and the ‘linking up ~of’ this- struggle with the-
ultimate aims of thé Communist Party. If this is done, it will-
not be possible in any way for the bourgeoisie to dea] sharp:
blows at the Communist Party, nor will the Bourgeoisie sue-:-
ceed in isolating. the Party .from the masses. .This means,

however, that at last the rpso]utlons on transferring the centre S

of ‘gravity of Party and trade union work to the factories must
be ‘carried -out not in words but in deeds, and not by 'reports
showmg that we have so and.so many Partv nuclei and trade
union groups, with the subsequent revelatlon that in some
cases these nuclei do not even (=x1stL or elqe that thev func
tion very poorly.-

The imperialist war has already begun in the Far Bast.
This war may become a war bhetween other imperialist states.”
Tho arming for military 1ntervent1on against the Soviet Union
iz in full swing. There is no’ one among. the Communists or
in the revolutmnarv trade unlon movement so naive as to
think that if the flames of the war in the Far East spread
over to Europe or America, the b0u1g90151e will allow the
Communist "Parties, the Red trade unions and the trade union
oppesition to continue their legal existence and that it will -
not attempt to isolate their functionaries and physically ‘annis -
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- hilate their best leaders. This means that at the very moment
when it is more necessary than ever to have the Communist
. Parties and the revolutionary trade union opposition extend
“their work, penetrate the munition factories and the army
(many workers are being drawn into the army) and to ex-
plain to the masses of workers why this war is being carried
on and what this war means — at this very moment the bour-
geoisie, by doing away with the Central Committees and
District Committees of Communist Parties and the leading
bodies of the revolutionary trade unions, is in a position to
isolate the Communist Parties and the revolutionary trade
union organisations from the masses-of workers for a definite
period. "If there are nuclei in the factories, which do not
work openly even when the Party is on a legal basis, the
bourgeoisie and the poclice will not succeed, in spite of all
“ their attempts, in isolating the Party from the masses on
the eve and at the cutbreak of a war, especially in the big
factories. ~ This is so superior to the present form of
organisation that this reason alone makes it necessary for the
Party and trade union work to be immediately organised on a
factory basis not in words but in deeds.

But this is not all. If the Red trade unions, the trade
union opposition and the Communist Parties weré to shift
the centre of gravity of their work to the factories, it would
mean a change in the whole character of the work of the
Party: and the trade unions. This change can come about of
", course only if real work is carried out in the factories and

if work is actually carried on among the masses, and not, as
is the case now, when Party nuclei and trade union groups
« exist in the factorles to be sure, but carry on absolutely no
work or else veéry poor work among the workers in the
factories, occupying themselves chiefly with questions which
do not affect the factories. Any serious work in the factories
would change this situation. The Party nuclei and trade
upion groups must without fail study the feelings among the
masses, find out how they live, what questions interest them
most and what gives rise to discontent among them, and on

what ‘basis they can be organised for a movement of protest.

Only in this way is it possible for Party nuclei and revo-
lutionary trade union opposition to penetrate into the circle
of questions whieh interest the masses. . This would serve as
an incentive for them to formulate then demands and to
rally around them active non-party workers to cooperate in
putting through these demands. This would serve as an
incentive for them “thoroughly to study the internal situation
of the factories, to study collective agreements, legislation
and practice re]atlng to sickness, invalid and unemployment
relief. In short, it would serve as an incentive for tireless
daily work, work which has so far been carried on mainly
by the reiolmls‘rs and sccial democrats and which still  gives
them influence over the masses, because so far they have had
almost a complete monopoly of this work in the factories.
The revolutionary and Party ofganisations must not only
show that they can do this better than the social democrats
but they must. link up this drudging detail work with the
whole policy and the whole tactics of the -Communist Party,
showing the way out of the -intolerable situation in which
the proletariat .in all countries is heing placed during the
world economic crisis.

* The factory newspapers can and must help in this work.
In many cases they have achieved brilliant success, but lately
they have been comp]etely neglected. They have no concrete
~character, but are issued in stereotyped form for all factories,
-~without taking into account the fact that every factory has
. its special characteristics. They neglect the work of drawing
the workers’ correspondents of the factory into active col-

* laboration. If the factory newspapers were to recéive the proper

attention they could become a tremendously valuable factor in
the work which must be carried on in the factories. Through
‘this tiresome daily work and through squeezing out and isolat-
ing the reformists from this work, it would be easier for the
Party nuelei, individual communists, supporters of the R.IL.U.
and trade union groups to unmask the reformists and soecial

demecrats, to expose their treacherous acts cutside the factory:

©in-Parliament, ‘in bargaining with the employers and in the
‘negotiations with the government and to push them out of
. their positions in the mass organisations and wrest the masses
. away from their influence. They must do this by linking up
~daily detailed work with the slogans and whole policy cf the
Cemmun’st Party, by unmasking the reformists on the basis
- of actual facts, without mud slinging but by irrefutable proof,
; and by pointing out in advance the manoeuvres to which the

reformists will resort in this or that struggle—only by these
methods will the Communist Parties succeed in placing them-
selves at the head of the proletariat and liberating it from
the influence of the reformists and social democrats. Only in
this way is it possible to win over the majority of the work-
ing class.

This of course means also that the revolutionary press
must be written in popular language which is generally under-
stood by the masses, that the press must be focussed on the
masses and must supply Party members and members of the
revolutionary opposition with arguments against the reformist
trade union leaders, against the social democrats and the
bourgeoisie, This invol‘ves a change in the character of the
work of these nuclei and trade union groups in the factories:
The Party leadership and the leadership of the revolutionary
trade union movement must animate the work of -these
organisations in the factories. All questions of interest at the
given moment to the Party and the Red trade Unions must
be raised in the factories, all mas paigns must be car-
ried cn by the organisations in the factories and special care
must be taken to have the organisations in the factories re-
ceive regular instructions and to have a chewcklng up of the
carrying out of all resclutions adopted: In short, everything
must be done which has been neglected up to now.

If the work were organised ini the manner called for at a
given moment, as can and must be done in Communist, Bol-
shevist organications, our Parties could be growing in the
{actories continually, because the best elements among the

‘non-Party workers and other revolutionary workers belonging

to traitor raltles would join the Communiist Party, Moreover,
our Party organ’ ‘sations could be made more militant not by
phrasec lrgy of one kind or another but by real work and by

contact with the masses. If the work is really organised in’
this way we will not find members recruited by the Com-
munict Parties and the revolutiomary trade unions dropping
out again, and the fluctuation which now exists in all revolu-
tionary organisations will become 1msqgn1hcant or will cease
cntlrel} If the Party organisation in the factories functioned
properly, it they wmkewd effectively, it would not be difficult
to establish the correct mutual relations be’rween the nuelei in
the factories and the revolutionary trade union groups on the
cne -hand and the members of the nuclei and of the revolu-
t'onary trade unicn groups on the other hand. It wotld be pos-
sible to avoid the situation which has often existed up to now,
namely, isolation of the revolutionary trade union groups in
the factory and. of the nuclei’ from each other, without any:
contact between them and no leadership from the nuclei. And
it is net infrequently the cawce also, that the 1evozlutmnasry.
trarle union groups, as well as the members of these groups’
and members of the Communist nuclei in the factory couneils
make opportunist mistakes and some times even vote like the
reformists for the dismiseal of workers and declare thlems»elves
in agreement with the reduction of wages. :

If the Party nuclei and revolutionary trade unioni groups
in the factories are to work as revolutionary and Communist
crganisations should work, it is necessarv first of all to have.
the sub-district committees of the Party and the trade unions.
and the local organisations of the Party and the Red Trade-
Unicns which are in direct contact withi the nuclei and trade-
union groups in the factcries help them, guide them, strengthen
their work.and support themy in every way, by supplying them
with functionaries and with literature and handbills and - by
offering technical assistance for the publication of their papers.
If the sub-district committees and the local Party and trade
union organications which are linked up with the nuclei and:
trade union.groups in the factories took an interest in this
work it would not be difficult to establish contacts even -if
the. revolutionary workers who .are members of the revolu-.
tionary trade union movement or the Communist Party were
dismiseed: from: these -factories. These contacts eculd be
ostablished through unemployed workers who formerly worked.
in the enterprise in gquestion, by drawing in workers in the

‘enterprise who sympathize with the Communist Iiggty and the:

revolutionary traide union movement and by disecovering mem-
bers of other revolutionary organisations, such -as the ILL.D. -
the W.LR. Anti Fascist organisations; Red Front Fighters,
revolutionary Free Thinkers, and Revolutionary —Spert

_organisations. These workers must establish contacts in ‘the -

enterprises and form Party nuclei and trade wunion groups:
from within, and when this is not possible they must work"
from outside to get such organisations started in the factory; -
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If the sub-district and local committees having direct
contact with the organisations in the factories were to take
up this work and consider it as one of their chief tasks, they
would understand the necessity for concentrating on the most
important branches of production and on the big enterprises.
This is especially true because the leading branches of produc-
tion and biggest enterprises in actual fact are closely con-
nected with the other branches of production and other enter-
prises. The sub-district committees and local organisations,
with which the organisations in the factories are in direct con-
tact, must devote twice as much attention to the organisations
which exist in the leading branches of production and in the
big factories, They must concern themselves particularly with
these organisations, must hold conferences with them, obtain
reports from them and issue directives showing them how
they are to carry on work on this or that question, and how
they are to approach the social democratic workers, the
christian workers and those who follow the fascists.

~ Special attention myst be devoted to the shop newspapers.
It is not enough merefy to send out instructors to these orga-
nisations. Speakers must be placed at their disposal to speak
at meetings at the factory gates, prepared in advance by Party
members inside the factories. If pains were taken and this
work were organised as it should be, success would be bound
to follow. It would be possible to renounce former methods of
work because the new methods would bring such results that
the members of the Party and of the revolutionary trade
union organisations would be convinced of the necessity for

transferring the centre of gravity of their work to the .

factories and devote the proper attention to this work.

Of course the work in the factories is not the only work
which must be carried on by the Party organisations and the
revolutionary trade union movement. But it is work of the
utmost importance. In addition to this work, work must be
carried on among the unemployed. In all capitalist countries
the unemployed make up almost 50% of the proletariat. The
Communist Party and the revolutionary trade union movement
cannot possibly stand aside, They must go to the unemployed
and organise their struggle, because the Communist Party is
the Party of the proletariat, which cannot possibly renounce
the task of organising these masses for daily struggle on
behalf of their interests and of linking up these struggles
with the ultimate aims, with the whole policy and tactics
of the Party. If such masses of workers, who have been out
of work for several years already, remain unorganised, if they
are not welded together, they are bound to disintegrate and
become pauperised. This disintegration can be stopped only
by organising the unemployed and by leading their struggles
against evictions, for government insurance, for a lump sum
relief payment, against the reduction of relief now received,
for the organisation of meals for children, etc. Success can be
achieved wherever our Parties, the Red Trade Unions, and the
trade union opposition have done something for the unemploy-

ed. The masses ¢f unemployed must be organised and some.

improvement of their situation must be brought about, if only
temporary. Then it will be possible to thwart the attempts of
the reformists, social democrats and fascists to penetrate these
organisations. In countries where no work is being carried
on among the unemployed, the reformists and social democrats
are making attempts to disrupt the organisations of the un-
employed which exist, as ini England, or to penetrate into the
ranks of the unemployed, as in Germany. In addition to work
in the factories, the work among the unemployed is one of
the chief tasks of the Party,

The third task comsists in stremgthening the work in the
reformist and other mass trade unions, especially with regard
to the question of unemployment. Approximately 40% of the
members of the reformist and other trade unions are un-
employed (in the Red Trade Unions and trade union opposi-
tion, the percentage is still higher). Nevertheless the reformist
trade unions vote for the reduction of unemployment relief
and support these reductions (Germany, Austria), and oppose
the introduction of government unemployment relief (France,
America). -3

If the trade union opposition (the Communists in the trade
union opposition) form themselves into a special organisation
in every reformist trade union, if they carry on enengetic
preliminary work among - the unemployed members of the
reformist trade unions and work out concreté proposals for
defence of the interests of the unemployed by the trade unions
(which will naturally be rejected by the reformists, while the
members of the reformist trade unions are genuinely interest-

ed in the improvement of the situation of the mnemployed)—
if all this is done, will it not be possible to gain influence
over the members of the reformist trade unions, and will it
not be possible to work with these members to discredit the
reformist leaders and to drive these leaders out of the lower
organisations? Of course it is possible.

After this work is once started in the reformist trade
unions action can at once be taken in support of any strikes
which may have broken out spontaneously or mnder revolu-
tionary leadership and for the prevention of the betrayal of
such strikes by the bureaucracy. Good work in the reformist
trade unions would make it possible to moobilise the members
of these unions in a struggle against the reduction of wages,
against the reduction of relief, for the introduction of govern-
ment insurance for the unemployed, and against the shifting
of all the burdens of the crisis to the shoulders of the working
class the poor and middle peasantry. Then our Parties and
the revolutionary trade union movement would not lag behind
the advance of the revolutionary movement of the working
and peasant masses, but would become leaders of these masses
and capture the majority of the working class.

Experience in Work in the Enterprises in
~  England. ’

By Tom.

As in many other countries, the work carried out by the
British Party so far in bringing about the turn in the enter-
prises has been unsatisfactory.

Early in 1982 the Party adopted a number of resolutions
connected with and based on the coming economic struggles,
which were to guarantee the carrying out of the work in the
enterprises.,

Alccording to the resolution of the C.C. the entire Party
was to concentrate during the next 6 months on persistent
work in the most important selected enterprises in four most
important districts namely: London, Scotland, Manchester
(Lancashire) and South Wales. .

A number of existing factory nuclei are not included in
the special spheres of concentration, but this in no way means
that the Party is not to carry on any work in these nucler.

Concentration is merely for the purpose of having the best
forces of the Party, from the C.C. down, attempt to build up
strong Party organisations withl a far-reaching mass influenge
in 50-60 enterprises, by preparing and conducting the daily
struggles of the workers in these enterprises.

Tirst of all, a discussion was held in the district and
local committees on the selection of these entepprises. This
selection and discussion confronted the committees and the
lower organisations with the question of immediately carrying
out the Party resolutions in the most important enterprises
in an absolutely concrete manner.

Then responsible Party workers (beginning from the C.C.)
were appointed and assigned to these enterprises. These
comrades are to assist the members in the enterprises, see to
it that the nearby street nuclei of the local organisation shall
offer the maximum assistance to the nucleus or to the work
of the comrades in the enterprise and to establish direct
contact between the district committee and the factory
nucleus. This work of these comrades is to be considered their
most important Party work and chief duty. For enterprises
in which the Party had no previous contact, small brigades
werg elected (also under .the direction of a responsible com-
rade) made up of comrades who in one way or another are
connected with this industry or in a position to establish con-
nections. ’ .

The most acute questions, grievances and conflicts have
been taken up and the interest of the majority of workers in
the enterprise or department has been aroused. On this basis
demands have been formulated, for which the nucleus or Party
comrades have attempted to mobilise the majority of the wor-
kers. The material obtained in dealing with these questions
has been utilised for the factory newspaper and in some cases
for the ,,Daily Worker*.: N -

In one case (in London)) it was discovered that in one
enterprise there were Party members employed who did not
even know each other, because they did not carry on any Party
work in the enterprise (the Party work was carried on only in



