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Ihe antl-revlsionlst trmovementif 1n Brltain at t,he moment is coulpos-
ed. of a nrmber of smaI1 groups and indirridual-s. f he inflirenee o f
this movement on British society is negligible. [he1r existence is
due to an apparent recognition of the exist,ence of revisionism 1n
the urorld motemenT. I the word, Itapparentrt here because there j-s
very Iittle evidence that the major'ity of these
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to define rvhat
gr'oups ar,e prepared
they mean by revls-

ionlsmr or that they are prepared
to onalyse the development of rev
-lsionism. In my opinion every
situation in history demands of
marxists that they accept priorit-
1es. The priorities will differ
accor'di::g to the situatlon. Where
marxists are in control cf the si;rt
-uation, they can to a very:1arge
extent determine the natr.lre of the
sltuation, and the prioritles .wilI
be moye clearly seen. tflhen capit-
alism 1s in control of the situat-
ion, it to a very large extent

p determi-nes the nature of the eltu-
at1on, ffid when it takes the form
of scclal democracy lryhich is t hej.n the evclutionary d.eveLopment of British capltalisrn,

phase of 1ts d.evelopment stretches over a long perlod,
a relatively high leve1 of employment, the class-of workers rn the main becomes blunted, but nevel

present phase
and rirhen th:ls
and maintains
consciousnebs
oblit erated'.

lhere are maf,ly workers vuho do not lose thelr ayuayeness, and (tfris
may suprise some ttniarxists'r) because they are class-consclous'they
talk about cless, and although they haventt got the ,tanswers'r,
other workers become'.class-consclous: the numbers increase in spite
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of the unf a,Jouralrl-e condl-bior:s. CIass-coirscieus woykers preach
class rro.r' even -r,l;o-L1ti1 iir nany.cases 1he.y nave gj-ven up hope for
threir o\ryn cI-ass " f tre mrJre Ceter:nrined'are attricted t; one or moreof the var:i ous 'rlcr'lt1ty of t hos e i""ho ar e
(a't,-r'j.bu.te to tireir
ttreir tiute poundi-ng.
belong -bo; on thei-:r:
cl-ass conbc:.ous bro.t
,rvcr bringingj bn oliir

rr par.ties, or,ganisa*ioris or, grcups. fkre majcr-
so a btracted be corrc di sill_usioned very quickly

op1egtivity?) ; ttre renialnder-, spepd. th6 iest oi
th,e d.ruu] uf tire pa{t+qular or-ganiAa;tion,they :.

jcb, adding to thc ffus.'(,y:ation,of ttieir fellow
liers (whc sti.11 j.norease j.n number),vi,ithout

tlere the sltuation is, and l:e::e-Lkre srtuation stays as fay as thettpsTlgis{gtt ate concerned. Where doe,1 t_hg'01ame fo:: this situalion
Ii-e ? l{ct with the wor lcers . firere a?e%'ffarxist'r organisations i-i- "Nr,itain tod.ay., and ilore class ccr:scious worlrers, than there have
ever been, and there is less politlcal a'riareness among the workers.
Does th:is situation not cI-early inoicate theoretical chaos, and.
absence of analysis? .

In the present sltual,ion. 1n B::j-tain the cry that theor;, will d.evel-
op out of practj.ce, ov etr7en 'that theory and prac'olce go hand-in-
hand, 1s ut'ber rubbisl.r, just as is the shout of the trotslryists and
revisionj.sts t,o 'rf orcc'r 1aLrou.r to change its pi-icles, and, Itsupportrt
'uhe workers in ttrelr struggl.es for higher y/ages. On the other hand
i.n an}, system of soc:-ety io,;here no ciear analy.sis exists of t, h e
various forces (pofi-Lica-r and economlc) operating in that society
,+Jcine*€ no bheory exis'Ls. Clear:J-y then the rrpractlce " for nrarxists
in such a situatj.on is -!o unCeSt?ke the analysis in order to devel-
oD the theory. :

ftre marxist strugg,'.e fr-;:r the overtkrrol of imperialism, and the pro-
moticn of tvor-'l-d c,rmmunisrn j-s being fought on an i-nternatlonal front
,rith.each sectj.on pJ-ayJ.ng 1-bs role acc-rding to *,he condltions det-
e::mi-ned fo:: it by the d-eir.rands of 'bhe internationai moveurent, and the
objective s;,--bua'bion in whj.ch it finds i{sel-f ., And no sectlon 1s
uor'e r or Iess, i-mportan'b tlte,r: thc ottrer, pr'c)viding j-t iu playing lts
roIe. How do v/e in tsrj.tarn dete::mine rrhat ou:r role stiould be in
ordey ttrat we may p_gl$-i1-b__lde -,,c the irrternational struggle? Yfe can
'oest answev that-p6"iffi:fy-Tfr's'" shovring horv no'u to wor[l

from the works of Marx, Engels, lenIn. Stalin or Mao have not r.rnder
-t,aken tbis ta:-,kr ox'are no"t, ln tt:e p-*:rcess of d"oing so, the best
that can be sairJ of them :i.s that they subjectively desire that tlreir

The circulation r:f thettlitt.l-e red bookrr ih tsritaln can hqlp t h e
d.evelopmei:t of an anti-revis j.onlst inovement as can a nuni66E-of other
Chinese publj-ca-bions, 'r'rtrich can be ocr sidered inrralatrle a1qQ. ' But
to tatce the vj-ew (as some sectj-ons cf t,tre rtanti-revlsio-nfET" move-
me'nt obviously do ) ttiat crrci.rlatior of t,Liese works is in itself
enough, and that no effor'i., to relrite t,lte le*qsons contained. wlthin
them to the concrete oonoitions 1n oLlr own society is necessary, 1s
worse than useless, its positively :reaotionary. No society can move
f crward to revcl-utron lurl.ess tile people whc subjectively desire it
have worlced aout a clear analysis cf gI]. the forces determining the
socletyts devel.opuient" If the comrades '$ho oirculate, or guote
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.:-1.-is'rril.l stimulate others to do the work that they themselves
are r:ot pr pared-bo do. This attitude in itself is not a bod thjrtg,hut it does not make the people concer,ned anti-revlsionists" '' -

In Brltlsh society whlch is a highLy advanced capitalist system in
& 11orl-r€vol-utionary phase ol its evolution, 1f no comprehensive ana
-J-ysis of rts recent pciitical history exists, then no marxlst org-anisation exists. [he rezlisation in the mi-nds of only a snal] nilm.-ber of people of the objective neerl foy such an analysis would
resu.l-t in tile emergence of a l[arxist organisation. The refusa] of
the anti-revj.sionist movement to face thls tr,uth can only be qcco-
unted for on the basis of a purely subjectlve approach to the situ-aticn rn whlcii t,lre;r f ind themselves. This has ihe effect of hold-ing back the poii-bical development of the worki-ng class, and in the
case of i,he ireople concerned the;', after short periods of tub-thump.-ing a.ncr slogan-shor:',i ng, emerge as out;and-out reactionaries (u.g.
-{CXmUliii0B) r'rhen -i,heir drcams -fail to material-ise. It needs uior6
'r,Lian a casual gia.nce at i;he state of the Britlsh antl-revisloni.st
nov euient at. the noncn-L (a state which it took no more than 5 years'to arri've at) to understano the need for political clarity" -After
months, and non*,hs of discusslon, and argunent, fragmentation, and.
mc,l3 fr'agrnenta-bion v,rha'b rrl-ines'' ov t'attitudes'r have we end.ed up with?
Here it 1s u,'or'blrr'irlle"bo mention the positions that some of these

c;e 'rtheoryrris tha-i: tlre British working elass is a bourgeols work-
i:Lg class; arotirer rs bhat the entire worklng class is a l-abour
a.,:j-stoc:"-rcy wittr tlre exceptlon of the J-crvest paid sectlons. I{ow
-i;hese rr-i;heoLi.r;s;r aJ'e :.iot l'loyth dvuelling on, except to say that they
ar'ose out of the an'Li-revj-sj-onist movenent and the people who hold
b'rrem are stil-l rnember-q of it. 0f the remaining sectlons of theIan'oi-:revlsior:1st movement't in Britain no less than four of them will
have constltuted themselves as 'tparti-estr durlng the course of thls
l/'ear. ldot one of thern, to ray knourledge, has put a pen to paper to
e:ipi-ain the uatw'e of Brltish revislonism, it,s influence on lrrltish
society as a vvhole, and on the British industrial- wor.king class in
particull"a::, or the effects of its influence.

'Jo set up fipartiesrr or even to issue vague calls f or unityr BS other
sectlons of t,he antj.-revigj.onj-st movement do before we have d.emons-'i,rated tha-i;'r,re randerstanrl at least something of q!_1 the force$ oper
.-ert,ing in our orill'l socj ety is surely arl indicatioffit a purely "rUj-ec'bive app::'cach, i-.e. a deslre on the part of the people concerned.
to ,re associat rd. wit"h r,vhat cJ-early exlst,s, (one does not have to be
a marxist to see it) the world. movement against imperiallsm and. rev
-isionis.; but associatj.on in a passlve sense, slmilar to a fan-
club --sitting on the side-Ilnes cheering on their her.oes, but neve
takrng par't in the gaine. Such actlvities as far as the lnternation
-aI- movementer: i-nterests are concerned. vrilI pass,r.rntil- something
better cotnes a1ong. The lnternational movement cannot determtn6 tfre
exact mor,rent "t-n rl'hich a Br'1tish marxist organisation rvill appear on
tl:e scene. On-l-y Brj-tish marxlsts can do that " But if and when one
dces appearr 1t ltoul-d be vrel-oorned by the lnternational movement, (no
matter }:our sma1l l-,: ntinbers) as a treuendously import,ant factoi in
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ttre strugg.i-.,.

Because of the rratur'e of the r'ole of British inper,ialism in the
Ylorld sltuation, and becau-se of the l-ack of understandlng of the
contradicl,lon that exists i-n the politrcal situation in Eritainitself , one e'ss'cn-[ial is necesasary for a Nlarxis-b organlsation --the reallsation on the'par't of each and every rnember of it of the
necessity fqr theor'etlcal- clarity. Only a ihorough analysis ofiecent int,ernati onal poli*,,ical hrstor.y ivn:-cn gave-rise to the
vavj-ous forms of revisionism lvhich exlst in Britain to-ci.ay c a n
achieve such clarity. ff v,re ?re not capable of unclerstanding the
necessity of theore blcal clarity, and ,.f vre are. not capable of
undertaking the analys:-s necessary to ar:r,ive at such ciarlty, tLrenour conderpnation of ttre vario'us forms of revlslonisur that existin Br'i-tain amcunt to lirere "cries in the vlllderness;i. And indeed,
each and everyone of thc organisations v,,hictr lve subje.:ulr.iv-;;;.l.
deun constitutes 1il real.ity a potentlally mor.e positive means ofprogl'ess f,or 'ohe utorklng class than lve do " lve are j-n fact lesspositive than the clasi consoious l'vorker who contlnues to preach
class war whil-e laving gi'ren up hope for his own c.-t_ass, hi; atti_tude can on117 in_duce apathy,pto the politicai level o ,

ozl/ 7He €eo7ycTr.& Lrc-ut st*J3S 6zttl* tf

A real l\Iarxj.st, organisation in Br'itain comprised. of a fraction ofthe numerj.cal strength of the combined ,Maixistrr parties and
groups tvoulrl consti'tute a povt'erful vieapoit for the promotj-on of theinterests of the llri-'tish 'n,orking class and the inteyna,rional move
-ment

can we achieve suoh an aini by ignor.ing the existence :f theserrpartiesrt& groups, and concentrartlng on that sectio:: of the work
-1ng class whi-ch is " as yet un:ir:fludnced by tLrem? Io answer thisguestion 1t.vti1I be necessary to ask: what is the e:;p1a:ratlon forthe attraction of such. a l-arge, an<1 po-bentially pourerf',r1 sectionof the worklng cl-ass into crgar:j-satlons rviiich -can c:ily retard, orcompeletely destroy 1ts poli{icai developurent? 11h-.re are two pos"-slbIe explanations. One is that tliis chaotic political situati-
on is a -brue reflectj-on of the conformlty of th6 lrltish movenent

.to the demands of -1,[:e international rnovement, ani needs no futttrer
expla::ation, until such t:-rae as an expi-anatlon is called for, and
suppi-ied by the neerls of' the novement external. t.: .Britaln" rnother words there 1s I1o neeil of a British anti-.:,evislonist movem-ent, and the British vrorking class exlsts as a j.eserve force t obe organlsed, ancl celled to acti-on ar a tirne 1r'the future whichv'rill be deternrj-ned by the strategical, and t,ac:ical demands of theinternational rnov ement

lhere is only one thing vrrong r,vith this sort o:'nili'baristic app-
roach to the problem. Anyone vri-t[r. even a bas:c knovrledge of rnil-ilarj tac-tlcs-knows that b reserve force is i::. reserve as part ofthe main bodyr ffid can be c:alrecr. intr-r battle e.t, any tine if th e
course of the struggle d..eeins it necessary. fu.rther the resel,ve
force is oonscious.of its positlon, 1t is aware that it is partof the maln body, lt rrnderstand.s the development,s ln the struggle,

a
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it. is organised and re o.,; at a naoments notice to enter the stru.r:
-gle.. Thd tsfitisii 'workinE class is none of these things, and 1t
is the job of l,{arxists to 

-ask ':hy, not to benoan the faet.
And that brinss one tc tl:re sec ond possible explanation , ivhleh isthat torganised marxismt as it exists in Brit.ain today is mereLy
an expression of various f orrns of I'eaction, and that these ve.r-ious f orms of reaction, consc.io,"rsly or unconseiousl.y exist l.s a
b.reke on the potentii:1 iieve1cip.,.,ent of t!" iio::king eiass

ff this is true it follo'.s thet in thc antercsts of the Britishworkin,: class and in the interests of the entire international
movcr;:ent 1 i t is necdssory f or Britlsh i.ir,rxists to expose .the
rraltious forrns of reaction to tne British,,iorking cla3s:nd tothe internitronll- ffiovorreflt, in order that, on t[e one hand the
internation:] movenrent crn gcu.le thl strength of the Brltish
movement i rnd on the ctherhind -the British i:orkin;3 cress c.n
develop a true AS:jesn:snet of the chari:cter of r,he international
s truggl e.

There ls one 1:lay, .:nd only onc lvly this can be done, -.nd thrt isby i's6lating the' t theorisis r' of tire varlous rc:ctlonary movb-
n:ents from their supporters, lnd this can only be donc by expo-sing the'farscness oi thcirtttraorlcst. uhich in turn ccn oniy
be done hy a lre:1'I,tnrxist theoretlcql annlysis of theDr'theoriesr
ff such n progrnni{ne of $igg properl)r cqrtii;d out did not show
results in termB of the dcvelopilent of thc political aqirenesS
of the Brltish'.:orkin,3 crcss then i'c ryou1d ir"ve to p.y ittention
to"those.in the enti-rcvislonsit"rnovement i:ho talk in t:rms ofth9 Bourgeois ,:orking el?-*s, or the cntirc ,:orking clrss being
i-' ,l-abour -,rlstocrlc.1z. But not beforc. lTe .r,ould incleed hrve [o
i"econSicler our r:osition 1n rclition to LIirx. To undcrtrkc uuch
r'pro8rari:mt; of qq[o4 cffectivcly l:iIl undoubtcdl;..r""r.ra* in thc
'peopie eoneerncffiqq limited i; thcir rctuol involvenent ,.rith
the curr,cnt activitics in thc:orkinq clrss for.t eonsidereble
time.' 'BUt ns thi rcsults cf thcir efforts bear fruit, nnd begin
to be eh:rnnelled b.:c]< i.nto the i'no,rement they -r-:i1r beg:n to ree s-
tabrish thcir position in th,: n:ovemcnt in : much rnore .positive'
f ',j, , ln sueh l rr:r;r , thrt i f thcir ^ni 1,zs es nIe eoI jrce; the;r ,:ould
bc entltlcd to r6fcr to themsel"r.cs :s thc .v:-n,qurrd of the .;:ork-
ing crnss. i-nd i t ::ourd not bu l-on: beiore the , movenent s.rl.l
th em :uch ,

To fril to undcrtrk:o;:uch I trsk :i11 ccit.:in1;, rcsr.ilt in the.
pcr[i.ncnt isolition of thc rnti-rcrrlsionist niovcmon;:nd vi11,
lc:ve the mor.rir(rofrt to thc tcndcr mcreie: of oppurtunisro of one
klnil r or rnothe r. G. Gol_den i ,

a a a a a a o a a a a a a a a a a a a a a t a e . . a a a a a a a a a a a a {a a a a a . a a a , a a. a a a a a a a a a a
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1"'!"t ,; ltt.r'irr)y.,.i rt I (.,')_ tI j_.:,,Tlil6./ ll\,, i-rii*l'lll ru.

The l,{lrch--*,pril I968 i..;suc of ?Re d Fn:nt t (i,l.L.O.B. , i. c. B kcr
& Blrncl publicrtion) "-rr'1cs.,n 

r:rticlc ctIIeo 'Br-.nclon Cllffords
Rcscnrchcst It purno::ts to bc . :tj,-,!1;r to an r:tticlc on thc hisor;i
of Scot-l-:nd in thc I6th. "nd f7th. ccnturlos, publishco iri Thc
Comilrunist in lSo',rcrnber Ig6'i .

This rrticlc .'r's i r:futation of l,,i.Eikc rs contcntion thrt bc foro
t hc Furitrn Ro'rol-ut ion ( f O+OI th erc .;.,s I sin.31c Bri tish nffiE-
thrt scottish rnd Enerish n.,tions h",d ri:,7;y, cxistci; ind thrt
thc triuriph of c -pitalisni in Scotland, cnsu.rod b.), thc rrs;:nctrc
of thc clr:ns at Cullodcn, ce rve d thc intc::gst,:r of thc Scottish
mtirscso Thc mnin, histo::icrl_ p-r.t of this frrticl,: is i:no:e d bythc r,uthor of tBrcncl;:n clif forc s Rcr;circh cc r , ,;ho r:cLics o{ theprob.billtz th-t nobod;;z .-:i11 r:nicbcr -.Jrrt u2s in thc pr:vious
rrticles, ':nd thet, nobooy is; intcrcstcd onou,3h to f ind gut. /.ndit ir.iust bc ro.mitted thet in irkin: thrt -s,:umption hc i; vcrynclr thc truth.

The ,ns?cr to one of thc sccond ir;' points r.uns . s fol-}orls : rr rnr8gr crics l,,ir.ctrif f ord trir;mphrntr;2, Enqcls ::cf ferr.ed to thc
British Is les ,',./hcre the tro islinds ero peooled bJ, f our nntlonsr.
i';tr. cl-iff'ordrforqets r, ho,;crrcr, thet. iL,Iarxist-Leninists do notre6rrd the clessies of l,,,Ilrxism ls rhol;' ,,rcltr...In IB9I the
I'.,1:rxi st concept ?nltiont h:rd nOt ,vct bccn dcvclopedtt. (Pl;e B) .

rn f :ct quotcd frorn Lcnin r,: statc i nd Rc,;olution. rn thls ,.-:ork,
'rritten five /errs after the nrtion hrd becn scientificalry
(0efined t ) by Stalin, rnd i ..;6rr afte r Lonln hiniself h:d deve.loped the thcory oi' th e nltionnt qu.sti on in thc irriocrillist ora
Le iig quotcd thi.s plssigc f roni EnicLs ind aoocO- in iii" o,'r, ;ordsthat despitc appc,lrenees the nrtional qucstion had nolt bcen so3-
ved in Britlin. T'hr,t i s thc first picCo of Bnkcrs ch.rl-etanism

Thc second ccn c:il.'ns Stl Iins lnalysis of thc ehan -;c in the contsrntof thc natr-onrl qucstion in the impcri.rlist cra. The I,i.L.o.B.
is bothcred about this, but docs not qilitc knor rhy it is bothc-
Ie!.- Pcrhaps the metter is too si mnl-,: to scrvc thc purposo oftrickstcxs. fn thc prc-lrnpcrinlist'cyr the csscncc of thc nrtj.o-nal que stion := tlc qucstion of thc n:arkct; thc attempiL by thenntivo bour3coisic(c.G. thc An;rican) to control its o,-;r:i mrrkct.fn the imperialist cra nrtionil .';tru,3-;fos ernnot nchicrre suc-
cess on thc b; sis of the rnarkct. The nationTBFusglc thent,rkes on the eontcxt of " strug;;Ic of the m.:-rscs r iiinst irnpcrig-ism. Its suee;s:,es must in faCt leed to tXF$?cO"l; eliminatlonof thc mrrlcct 4s the rc,Trlt:tor of nation.l rlfb, r,s in chinil,victnem, ,'1bini.r; ^nd if thc dominlncc of thc rrrrkct is not ;abolishcd thc indopcndcncc of thc n.tion c.nnot bc irnint,-indd.iryncrielist domini:tion mtist bc r.,stor,:d r _.!. yui3oslevir (orr'if
thc IGSourceS arc 1rcr,t cnou,;h, ttrat n-tir:n r,,ilI itsclf bccomc
an .imporinl.is t por:;cr) ,

(Hcncc, if onc brscs oncself
of nn 1n-.1;tsls Of h1storiCa1

on rdcflnition of
Cc-,rcloptncnts, onc

eonccpts t , instcdd
c.n only gCIo parr-



dqxoq. ff thc nntion is defined cs c
ciln there .be ,i nc tionrl struggle xhich
sie, and irhose succcss Ccpcnds not on
nationll rncrket, but on th.: abolition
tor of nationat lifc?).

7.

eategorT of ths market hol,;
is not }ed bJ, the bourgeci-

the consolidation of the
of th .: na rke t ". s a re6trla-

If tha nrtional- question'ceises to be csscnticll;r a question of'- niarket, ii a 'nation''1 question defelops in a' socict;r in ',,h ich
the inarkot has not acvel-oped the bourgeois nat.ion, if a nctionnl
strug.:1c d evelops , und er thc ler:dersh ip of tire :;orlcing c lass , in
a soci.cty:::hosc subsistcnco cconomJ/;ias bccl disruptcd by imper-
iDlisrf ,' and in :.hich no unified nitionill n:rket ncs dcveloped,
and if the succcss of thnt natione.l st::ugglo depcnds on prevent-
ing th e rnarkct f rorn beccrin; thc rcgula tor of t nat ionel
life : then -'e-hrvc n vcry diffcrrcnt statc cf affrirs frci:n that
o.eseribcd in Stalins I9T2, articlc- as St':lin hirnsclf tiiadc clear.

Finally LIr. Bnkcr strur-Ies over thc qucstion of rhethcr erpita-
llsni se rves the best intcrcsts of tho .Gisses. i{c rrit es: t?By

the titlc of hi s rrticlo-?Ho;r Capitalism sorvcs the Pcop1c r-
B.Cliff ord -:;ishcs to sr;GGest that Hrmrilo: or .-nviI is s,-;rinS. !.
that caoitllsnr sorvcs the lnterosts of tlic nnsscs nov, in tho
porioil of generil crisis of cnpitalsnirr ('.':h rcrs the "{..C.i[.L.IJ.
onlT holds thit elpitalisrrt only serired thc pcople in thc pro=
inipe rillst era) ?rThis is to sink to the dcpths of politicoL
dishoncst;; nci',' ovcn f or' trotsk'rists such ns C11fford. (Pai;o9).
(i,,lr. t7rtkins-.Brkcr rcccntly cxpliiricd ]ro: hc crusjtcs trotskyists
'.'.ithout bothcring to f ind out r-:h:t trotsVism. is :11 :bout: hc
all':il;zs oal-Is thcrn trotsk;rites! Ho': o$c be@ mcs a trotskTite ln
Bake rs cyes secr,ns to be largely : met ;er of chance. i-t a publie
rnocting rln lt,ir.rch 23rd. hil dcscribcd i,'iio most of tlrc time as e'
trotskyitc, but oce lssidnelly '-s a Buchr:rinitc. In his voerbu-
In ry thc diff cre ncc bct'.rccn the l:ords tkautsl<yite t , Trotskyito I ,
and tbuchrrinitc ? is thc siriro rs .thrt .bct,lecn scoundrcl, .b1aek6-
ur rd an d rogrre ) .

I must try tc rc5.in my Doli-ticrl honcsty by assuring lvir. tliat-
l<ins-Brker thct, cvcn though he is first of all an a,3cnt of hls
o':in shl11o,; cgoisri rnd throu6h tl-rrt h,^s bccon:c 3 vc.ry ri;inor
c:cnt of lrnpcrial$sm, hc his not to tfi;r kno':lede3e evcr said that
iropc rirlism serves th e pcoplc. IIc hi s only srrld th:t thc pra-
impc ricl ist clpitalism thi t sleu5htc red tho chnsmcn in cold ,

blood at Culloden, :nd l-rtcr drovc thc elans of f thc lllghlands
to starve:"lrd mnkc,::y for rnim:ls scrrcd thc bost intcrcsts of
thc Scottlsh pcoplc.

Brkcr continu.cs to insist thrt crpitali sm, at lcas,i rhcn it ras
comin3 into cxistnncc, scrvcd thc intcrcsts of thc mcssos. InrCapital r l,iar>r sho.:s proeiscl;r' ho: e::pitaism s@rvcc thc intcros-
ts of thc pccple in England: by irrurdcr, ctc:radrticn and starvatl-
on; nnd b;,r Ior:crin1; thcir standr rd of livinG fc r bclo;i that'rhibtr
existcC undcr thc fcudnl sj/stcr. that prcccood it. To sny that it
.:r4s c historicnll;, nccnss.rry phisc in thc dcvclopn:cnt of class
soei otJ , crnd thrt 1t brought into bcing thc forccs rnd conditions



ti:rt ean abollsh clrrsscxpl-oitation, is ver;.r dfiffcrcnt f rom sryin,3
ft rt lt scrvcd thc intcrcsts of th: pr,oplc. r.t s;rvui thoiy int-
ere sts only by mcking thcm thc -r"r"-di;:'ers of, this fina&, mgst
intcnse, and nrost viseious form of clnss cxplcitation.
Bakcr quo
I *h.. l'a a a urlu v

tcs from Lcnin rs ?T-r,'o ?actics r ln suppolt of his vie-:",':
_orr_rgcois rcrrolu.tlon is in thc l: i,:;h GJcc advrn tn G qqt: so thc rolcta rl-t. I Th- t -'ould scciTi i o put thc C -li;O;-in oppos-

on CN n o11 h.t seorc. But t h-t t.s only thc half of if,b. In

cst c

thc sa
is mor
'i-"ir - r

ONCC A
Thc fi
ond co

me'',:oIk .Lcrnin ::,'

ldrr:nta COUS
n CI

S:in it nrust bc
rst quotc i::i,3ht
rteinly rculd tn

ent on to s.y that t1 bourgcois :i:'i. volution
to thc prolcterir,t thatn to thc bourgcolslo t

crush us alto6cth;r b;' quoti_ng thet? Bcceusc
aomittcd that l*r. Bakcr is a charle:tan,pas: ;ithout I'aisin,^; sriu.rpicicths. Thc soe-t.

D_1d r,cnin sn;i. !!ct.c:pitalist cxploitction sclvcd .t1:c ;crking
crf ss in tercst ?in lho hi=-host '1s,;rcc 

r r rn d th:t the cnpltalistcxploit':tion of labour :3s rflore advintagccus to thc .. orkcrsthan to thc capiti:ilsts? If ho did, tirei i,ilo as hc appcors inBakcrs carierturc .:ould bc i truc Lcniuist. But of iourscBol.?r celice tures I,en j-n :s ,:elr as Liao, FIe rcprcscnts both as
sgf inE that capitllsm siJrvc,q thc r;orkin S el-n ss inte.r cst in thchiShcst do;rec, :n_d thcr: i,:rccs ';ith L:nin :hlLe dis--;rocingiiro. (,, n:ost r..ffiarkr51" r:iind our L.ir. 'Bc.kor. h:s ! ) .

0f coursc Lenin did not hol-cr this vici; nity rnorc thrn l,iro docs,r ail not si;rf 113 thrt hc d id rnt -', ritc thc .rord s Bakcr quoted r orthe :rerds r cluotcd. IIo , rotc thcrri .in thc o.r:iphlct in r;hich he
r:'orke d ou-t the strrtclJ for thc ;ot'ieinC crrss- in the Russi:nbourgeois d,:r0c;cra tie ::evoulr-rti_on, tr';o'-trctics of soclrL Dcmoc-
rne.y rn the Dcmocratic Revclr;Lionr, rgo5. rn tiris r:ork hc dro-i:ed thqt thero ',;\,lrc tr;o possrbrc outcoir,cs of thc bcur..lcoi;d;rnocritlc rcrrolutioffin'Russii'. r ""..tion.".,: to""scois dictn-tor$ ip, most prtbabl;;r t.l<inS thc fcn rr, of o cbnstitiltional rcon-,arch;rr or n ?rsvolutionar;r Ccmocratlc dictltorship cf thc p:olctarilt lnd pe ss3ntr;; r. Th.: sceond outccn:c :-les possiblo bccaqscti]e - belatedncss of tho ovorthrc ' cf' thc cutocric;, porrflitte,i thedcvcl cpiicnt of a_stronl; indcpcndant poli.ticel rlovbnint cf theilorking cl.i'ss. In thur s'Lru,lclc for dcrnocr.atic pcliticel rcforn,sit;:,s pcssible fo:: the;c::kJrs, throu;ii fcrrhinS.n atlc,:;;;-- -
::ith, ind rcad_in:, thc 

. 
porslnt rcvc,luticn tc cnsurc thct thebourgeois revoluticn di.d not rcsu.l-t in : ucoctiorirT bour:jcois- l

,lietatcrship, bur in a rovoLtitionar;i,ror}<cr-pcassnt dlctiicr*irip.
Bencfttin; f rom the bclntciness of th c Russian bcur-_:ecis rcrn Iu-t ion, rnd ler rning f ron, t'.:c, anc a half ecnturics of bour:cc isrevohiticns +brord and f,yora ilcrc than hffIf i cen,uury of Ocvefop_mcnt cf th c i'yic rxis t rnoveracnt -lb::oad , ,r,h c Rus sie n _.,o rke rs coul dbcr:t tho'Russia*--c',piinil*ts in thc Ltru,:.:1c for icniocr,:tlc pcri_ierL fcri';s (tnc ibsLnuc lf :hi.f, :,i"-o[],bi.f in:.: tno ecvclopne ntof cepiti llsm in Rrrssir ) .

ebout
chnngss,

11.-

)

The rcvolntir-'nir;'- :;cxkcr-pc.sint dictrtc,rship -;iru1d brtthcrrcugh pr-i}1t1e.:I, sc,ci.i :nd 
".orrri"i".inl.r cttrirl, n
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irreasurcs ;hich, r-s Lenin cxplriincd, do not in thc,psqlv€ ifPfy
the r:boliticn of g.pitrlism, ancl in f i:ct -;crc r:rost f i-,v:'urnblc
to the rrpid devclcpr,,ont cf s.,pitilim. But cvcn thou3h a

thorcu3h,lenoeratiu rcrrclution,:rould brin;'bout conditicns
f arrourinl" to the rapid Cc'rclcpr,rcrrt cf capitll-isrn. (n;;rinst f oud-
al ism) , Foliticrl pcl:er :::uld nct be in thc hrnds cf tho bour;e-
oisie.' ,ilirt ;'ould hrppcn 'i;hcn? ',iould the revclutlonary ;;crkeI-
pcasint"dictatcrship sct :b,:iut cnc.uria,"inii the C,vcl-
cpr,ent lf, the eapitilist n.,ccle cf procuct itnr Ih_f ch !1.Br,ker scGs
ls se nrit:G'their intcrcsts (:nd :hich his idll Lui',Shr,o-ch i,
tricd tc, dc in Chinn)?

Lcnin. S.;id: ?trilhcft thc tirlo cci:lcs ";c shrlI ""t tond dircctly
tc tho qucsticn of thc sccirlist dict',torslhip cf thc proletnrirt?!
(T-:o Tnctics Pn6c a5. ) . ???he comnlcte victor;r of th.e prcscn!
revclution '-:i1I ''mark the end cf thc dcni:crrtic rcvoluticn rnd the
bc:innin,l cf " dctclininoC stru':Gfc f:r' e socirlist rcvclutichtr.
(lnia. ?e;;e I45) . Ttlcro r^s ncv,: r ^n:/ questlon(for Lenin ) of the
,Cenocrrtic dictrtorship furthorin.:l thc crpitalist intclost'

In T9I7 the Lcninist str.itr:,:y cnsure C ttrrt thc riiost thcrou,;h
bcr:coi.s rcvolution tlic';orl,C hnd soen scuniled the denth kncl] of
capit*lisn:" So;c can scc ;hnt Lenin mctilt hc s:id that thc'bou-
rdccis Icirolutic;n ris in thc hi:hest dc6rco r^.Cvi:ntl3ecus to the
prolctcri.'bt, and that ra bour-;cois rc-,zolt-iticn is norc ldilcnt?-
:eous tc tho prclctarir t, then to thc bour.:er.,isi6 ? . I{c dicf .ggffin-tiiat crpitalist cxolcit.rtion servcc thc intercsts of the
ixesses. iiJld ncbcdy '.ith l.ny undcrsLnndin; cf gli:rs stru;;Ic
rcadin..] Tirc Tactic*q (r,s Cistinct iro,',r sei.rchin,-: fcr quctes in it)
c;:u1.d pcssibly f :iL to undeyst,:nd thn t Le nin ,;:s develcpin,j- fi
strate;;i f cr prcveritin S thc bcur::e oisie f T..],1 'l'ittin.; poli ticrl
pc -'or-' in the ::ev:luticn tc; ostablish b':ur;e:ris-Ccnccr;:tic polit-
lcrL and scci:1 ccnCitiLrns, rnC fcr cuttin:; sirort tire c]cvelept;ient
cf c:pitel$isiit iri'Russii i:t thc pc int :f thc bour:ccis revolll[L;n
r;ainst Tserisru.

(Trctsky -,;as ne\rcr:bIe tc puz:r1ethi.s cut. Even,:hcn he started
prctenfiin3 to be a Leni-nsit he insisted th't this str te37 ';rs
self cintrrdictorti. But then Trctsk;r ';is rrts];r able tc rflerke

ecint;nt;ith:nythint but his o-.ln inspirlticns. Like lir. Brker
he :-ros blindeC to ronlity by the pure inspir:ticnr:l pmducts c;f
his c..'n i;:iliini:tir.n. ) .

Crpitali st;, dc es nct serrre the
thc CiciDles if Lui iiicy srJi.
drab morrliser rs Lui shctild
niodle c1^ss diciples rs I,",ir.
serveil thcm l ss thnn,;hcn it
lnrr d.

interests ;f tht; ,ilasses, :';hatcver
(i'nd iriri fi.ttin6 it is tnat sueh a

hr,vc such thcrrruihly rBritisht '-nd
tsake r nnc iir; -qlr nd ) . /-nC it nc\rer

i?is cc;;;ing int:' cxistince , in En3-

the fact thet c,,pitc1l sm ."'i::; his*cct.'.i.cltly necn$s.rIy, anC that tho
eriancipatic,n of the rasses Ii;r 15rou.;h sccialibt rcvolution e.te1-
nst gapitalism, lnd nQt throu;h pinin: fcr the rc-establishmont
of pre -crpitalist Soci rl fcrnrs r C)cs n r t rican thrt c'pitnlisn:



scrves (or serfcil ) tne ir^sics.
The bcurgei.is rcvi.'lu.tiqn. is; .in. entirely diff e ront .r;c.tter, Tho
bor-rr.:jcris rcvcl-uti cn cven threi: cGrlturics ngo unleishei sccieL
forecs;hcsc intcrcsts;.cro n'ot in thc lcrst bcu::gecis; thclr
comnon intcroet r:ith thc bc,ur.:cr isic cnly ,:cnt as f rr tirc 'dcst-
ruction of, f cuC-.1 f crr;s. In R:ssia Chinr i::nd Victnni; thc sr-rcia1
fcrccs of tire r:ssosi relcnsc,i in thc bcur;.c,-'is dem.:cratie,reucl-
ution -rerc rble to dcst vc:J "e"pitrlisn rt birth. (0f ccurso " Idr.
Bekers position his ehnn::cd cc,nsidcrcbl;r sincc last ,i'e.ir. List
year he .rr s ineludin3 Rcvi€ilni sf Ru:i sic "nd E:stern Europe 'in
tha soclrlist camp. Nc,,'he doeliros thct cvcn China is capitrll-
st. Thc lo;3ic cf his tcriticisr:itcf i,'iao shculd 1cc'd hin tc nake
the sri-ic criticisri:f liTorth Yietn:irr, but .iike thc trctskyists
',.,hcse corl,piny he hrs j-tined, hc hastnt tho ,;uts t:, .l(,'this.

f n nly article in !The Conr,:r-rnist t Ilst llc'vor:iber I sht,':eC that thq
substq'ec cf his positiin ;l.s ic'lcntic::1 ';ith Liurs'cvcn thcu.:h he
s}.o,;anised ibc,tut i,,,Iac. His attrck,:rn l,iic h,:s nct inrroJ-ved hin im
any chrnAe of apprcach cr nc,sition. The skunk h:s merely Ctse*
rcjeC his flinsy ci,'inrfli'u:c ini-l opcn,lu jc:incd the corpah.,/ of his
fellc,r skunks. But thc nl.turc cf the stink hrs bccn umistrlcible
for e lcn; tir.,o) .

'?h;z h,rs Bakcr distc.rteC Lcniti
he e fo0l? The tn:th is th-t

in
hc

thc n'rnnc rt
i.s c bit cf

Is he c "knlve or i1
6^ 

^?r

THE BRITfSH }T:'-TION,

Brkcy'hoLds thet 'it l'.s not untll 1950 that St:lin csrie to Ciff-
erenti.rte clcirl;r bct'.;een tnrticnt c"n thc one hrncl:,nd the fore-
rifnner cf e nation-tni:tionalit;zr or' tpt"c-nitiont-on the otherr.
Stalin ,ild not cIi irr to be the f irst 1,,i rxist 'bo r;,i:kc these dist-
inetions. fn f:ct in IE66 i'it::x ;rote th,:t: ttne rcpl'escnt';tives
cf tYoung Fr:nce r c-,iie cut .:ith thc ,-ncuncc[ent thi:t q}} nition-
tlfl-iqs clE nations -'cre 'intiqultoi'l prcfruCieesr ?i (S?ft-cTT
colrcsFond en ee P,.,:e 208). :.n,i in the rOri;ln of ths n':niilyt
EqGels dcscribed hor; nuropo-rn nitil:n:-;lities .'hich developed
the noclcn: Eurcpeln nations e.iijc into bein; in the eirly mid
i,;es .

iiiy. Bnl.rer irplies thet .;hen Eh,lcls siicl tfcur'niticnsr in I89Ir_-__--__-
he nernt four: nnti:nl Iities, In lr;r c,:Sc i''if . Br.kor hit.,sclf is
ncr, ,able to dcscribo the British IsLes ,iolro corrcctly : s t;;o '

t
1
!l

nto
l-e

IriSr
rret-

,

i::niliti es t . (i';y emph,.: sls)l
isl-r,nis pcoplcd by t';o n
:nd thc tsritish nnti(jns,

Il'tr Hir:mer cr i-nvil
natlorl o. .h"s evolve
::;l-itie sr?, thrrui;h

reo rbcrtivc nation
place :t leist 'i:;cre th,;
stnccrthe eivit ;:cr -.'.' s
e:isie:nd the British
bour,:eoisio booar-e the

,.ticnst. rThe:;c t,,'c n,-til.ns:re thc
thc Lr ttcr bcin;l co:tpcse d '-f threc

liov-Dcc I96i; Bi'.kc:: s'id th't: ?The 3ritish
d f rcr the fusi:-,n cf th::oc devclopinr; n::tion-'
thc ilfusi,rn s1 thc devclCD",cilt of th-
,:1itic;$. r? (Our er:ph:rsii-s) . The fusi:n tock

n threc I nd ,: oue rt c r ccntu::ies c
the Brltish

-a\ .

.)v ,

borir;-l chss r-,:y b"t;e on
ncrTf.iTJlEi this
rulln : c 1r ss 'tf Br

rovolution thc Brltish
itlin rr,
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'IIe r;,ust apply c bi t cf .recson to this. If the En;;lish nrtion-
ality had de vetopeC into i)n En-:lish nht ion it ::ould no lcngcr
hive exis ted :s &n En:lish ne ticn:t1ity. B;"' beccriiin; c nstion
it;ou1d hi:ve ce scd tc exist;ts .tDf'e-netionr. B:,ke:: holis
thit 1t did rnt bccc::e . ni,tion, but thr,t in the I6th. cr eerly
fTth centur:y it tfused I ;ith thc Sccttisli and 'r?e1sh nrtioni-:11tios
to f cril i: Briti sh ne ticn.
I;hr:t happencd to the three netioanlltios onco the.y had developed
into a sin 31e netion? Hr:vln,3 bedcnc the British neticn Cid they'ce:sc to exist (rs dces evcy:! tpre-nntiont rhich becor-;es e n::tin)
or did they still soi:ejo-,': cr othor contirue tc exist:s seperctotp::e-nitionst, Cespite the fnct thlt they h,rcr l;ec.l.o i. sin;Ie
nrticn.

ft h:s been :cnernl}y icceptecl by i,i.rrxists thlt nr:trons ere uni-
fiacl by the t::erhct. Stelin lrites tirat! rIlith the c.ppocrence cf

cqpitrlisr.:, the clii:inrti,:n of feudll Ciuision enCi th e fom:ntion
of naticnrl r,rylisls, n -ti tn:listies Ccrreicpci l_n tc naticnsrt.

(L,i:rxisr,i inC Lin -,uistics ) . i- --:c:1., de'rcl-cpr.,bnt cf e:cit, Lism,
r:culd therefore hin,:lcr thc ccnsclidcticn .,: f I 4., ticn. Strrlin
pcinte d out thr,t r rcvcrse processcs i16c occur t , ;hen ? ,:in,; to
th e ibeence of thc noc:so,'1'y cc tnC{r.ic ccinlriticns cf Ccvcl,:'oment r

the lansui:,:e cf c r:ationlllty instercl of clcve lopin,i into a ni ti-
onal lln:ur,':e splits up thr.cuih its dirliects intc seperlte

1-n:urlcs,

But since the I6th. ccntury ono thinr thrr.t his cc::tainly nct bcen
lnckin.; in Brlt:1n is a strolt; Jevelopllcnt of clpitrlisn to

consolid:;te thc sin;,'1e n: tlon ;hich, :ccorllin,: to tsakcr ;i:s form-
eC about th:t tii..e. lict , ricccrC in3 to Bakcr the three ( tcbcr Iiet
neti;na11tles sti1l exist. Thelc rii three tpre-nl;tionst :.nd onc
nnti;n. Thc threc ri:bcrtivc'n:rti.rnalities fugcd to,:ivc birth
to a sin,31-e n;rtion, lnd :l et the;r rcr.-ein in cxistrncc elon : ';ith
thlt n.tion ufter f..cl'c thrn three cel'rturics, durini; prrt cf .':hich
th,:t nction ;rs c r.-lstcr c f Lhe :cr1cl to e ic;rec firat no nction
t;ve rJrs bcfcrc cr cvcr could bc :: ;oin.
leI1r be thr.t t rs it i...-,y, B;kor no.: has to n.dr,,it thl'U there stiII
nrc Scottlsh end':elsh nation:,llstics. ff irc diil nct atin:it this
he wculd h-ve tc, cxplain thc Scottidh r:nd -.c1sh n.rtir,,nrlist
r-cvel,cnts rs hrvin,i becn conjurcd out of the cir. ir.nd hiv0n6
r.r.,le this conccssion to rcr,lity hls rr,:rious i,.t;'s e:nnot be ilaCc
to Covctail. 0n thc cnc hln ci hc ieni cs l-,'h:f on the otherhrnd hc
a: sscrts.

rn the J,:n-Fcb r968 issue cf v,'.ngui:rc1, R..^-rchbcl,j cci:,os rut insupoort cf the irl.L0.E. rs iist,:rticn c:f British historr: ifrreir-UofAuntil r,: ccntIY i contributcr tc tirc C:r,,runist ir-l lri,sh Con,nunist
Do--, for rolsclr.s bcst kncl:n tc hin:scIf , rlcclirco- tho C.';. O. andr.c.o. t"r bc lui:,pcnprrre tiriin trctsl.-yist boclies. Thry hr,ve
beeq thc r.n1y ccnsistent cxpcscro cf t::otskyisr:: rrnd d cf cnCers o fStrLin cucr thc pr.st fe..r yccrs bec.:,use t thnt 1s thc best dishuise
f or trotskyisr, r . tr\rrthcrr,:orc, rlfot only i,re they brcndod as
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trctsky 1s ts cvoryxh6vs t ( i . e. bll ,.rchbol-d ; by r.Kenna (F.c .r:. )'';ho ch:reeter.uses the British,,.c:rkin,; cl:ss cs a :hc1e ns e1':bcw'eristccricy ;hrsc intobjective intcrest is servcdby cclahorating :'ri th the iniperialists to explcit the nec-eolonlesrncl by Brker-B1nnd rhc Cocllre th::t l,tr,o is i trotskyist r.n,l afasclsit)
-'-rchbold rrites: ?Britain is one naticn, ccn.l:oseC cf its constit-
uent _par!s of Scctlcnd r En,:1 :nC ind Iinlcs, histrrrically cvolved-.
and f,eveloticcl .:i th the ;ror;th .rf capitali6n:.. Tc deny tnat Brltah-in is one nnii:n is tc deny the historic':I cleveliprient of Brit-rin os cne na tion, occupyln,.3 c sinl;rc territory, fravin6 a eon;cnI-an,pa;6, integr:,ted eeonany, and an cverall coi.l,rn .uf ture.
Thc fnct th^t o_?f, min:,rit;r in i'iares nnd rY, in sectland, spoakCymrei; an.-, Gnelic respectivcly, is thc f eit rroof thet nngiisnis the con:..,on tcn,Tue3c cf the bi1tish nati,n, nct becruse offorced anglicisation, but because it hns historlc:1ly superecdedthe foru:er lenr;ui6e.
The relTrnrnts of Scct i ish cnd lielsh eulture are rclics r:f the pastrnd onc cf, thc prcservcs of boutr;e , is intellectu:lls e.nd profe-ss-
i cno I s , rnil nct th om DCSS esi cn cf the ;orkin;3 crr ss in ei thercountry. The cefeat of Ohrrres Ec,::r,j stunrt 'i:,.s nc,t tho cestr-uetion cf Seottish nitionel independcnce, but the defoat of feudill
and rcacttbnery forees. Thc rcrchents end brnkers ccntred in.
Eciinburgh cld not supirort'Bcnnie charirior but Gecr3o. Thelr
class interest cer,:anded this, the rreu,3lng cf the cless interestscf the bour:el'isie cf scotlanc cnd En;l:nd (En:lanc'i i,,ir. i-rchboldlr,hrt rbout lil.rles rhieh -,rcs errcacy in the ilnf6TIT i tic.e ,,'hon
the bour-;eci.sie in the stn:il,:ll-e a^;ainst f euc arist:, .:ns a rovclut-
i onary elass; rhon they coulc cle iri to soeak ln the nai,e cftf leeCor,,f rnff tliberty I . . . il (pa^jes S/6j, .

0nly e ran;;hcse s:,u1 hns been rctted to the ecrc by ii:rperiallst
ideolo;ry c':uld lcpresent the butchcry rt Cu1lodedn rs 

^ 
triurph

f or rfrccdc.n:t cnc tribcrt;r t , or ,::f the II13hIind cr-oarencos is evictory fcr prosress. }Ie i?ill find nc sufport for such vie*s inIr[arx. Let lrtr. "irehbc]d try,tc r.i ke his bour3e.,is irivel telly;ith l,ri::.rxts vritin3 on the cef,el cpn,ent ,,:f caplt:lisr,: 1n Englanit,anl cf the Hi3hhnC clerrences ( '.'iiich f ine119 brcke the ba ck cftro:cticnr in Scotlend) ln Vc1. I. cf Ccpitei.
iirton the Engllsh bcur3ecisic ;rs at its riro-st rev<;Iuticnery ;ihcnit :;rrs cc.rnstructing the bcur,';c' is sta tc tn En,3rand, this iovcr-
uti.cn-ras cncangerec by. c rebelllon in rreland;:hictr ha'd its
basis in a histc'ricerly cbsoloscant mode :f producticn.
crcn,t:ell , the nlc.st revoiut lcniry bcurl;ecis realcr r":h:. has cver.
cxistcd :fin Brit:in ;ent to Irclrncl -:rith his J,rmy, the ncst
Cen:ccri: tic bour3o''is n lriy thr:t cl.rcr existccl , tc put dorn:r IrishreRction.. rrcrnnc :t that tinc constitutec il,Graatcr. thrcettc thc bcur3ec,is rcvcluticn than thc rBcnnic piince charlio t
ineident cf ? century latcr, Elt did l;i:rx ever brcc th e r6rdcf supportfor Cror-;;cll?s frish ca,..ipci3n?

i- century aftcr tho Union rith Scotlcnd ssrl? the rrierSin,; of thoclnss inte rests cf the bour,.-ecis j_ er of Irclana anC gii.tliin.

a

?

a
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The fri-sh Parlict.,ent li.quidrted i tseLf rnd Irelancl canie into thellnion. Perhaps l;ir. ;-rchbold roul-d ctre tc cxpllin vhy Ireland
CiC not thcreby bccome part if the Britlsh natlcr.
i{r. lrchbcld treat Seottish end,lcIsh eu-ltu-rcs 1ts ?rclics of thepestr (Bekers phrase "is rsurvivels fyon ir,e past').--O;it S/, ;i-
the.l'Ic1sh. speak rclsh end rf,, of the sccttish speak sccttish,perhaps i;ir. :''rchbold ,:curc cere to say ;hat pcr.bent: ;e cf therrish speak rrlsh. He riI1 flnd ilrrt there ire feuei natlvespeakers of GaeLlc in Ire lani bhan in Scotland or i?iles. Enl;lishthas his'borically superceclcC the forr.,er lan,3.lc,jG t , tc,- usc nn':ir,:pt-eri:rIis.t ::ay cf puttini it.
,-s tc the existancG of a sepnrate rrish capitclism, the rrishbourgcrisie 'n:er;;ecr their in-terests :rith th; Brlt ish bcur3erisiein fB0O. The naticnal n,ovcn,on$s of Tcne, Er;r.,ott crri the Fcnlapslj-ere oppcsed !f the _b.ur.le-risie in f r,;1rnd ( .;hich :ierc just ai iucfrthe frish secticn of thc Biitish bouy;.oislc as thcse in Scotland'-'ere the Scottlsh scctiln).
ls to unity cf cconor.:ic lif: the Partiticn of Ireland by irper1aft-lsn: ir.s brsed on the cliun'i ty of Irish eeonor;ic life: on thc factthrt tho eccncny cf tEffih cculc nct cxist ::ithcut iir"-n"iii"r,r:arket ;hi1c tlo pctty-bourgcis neti:nalists of the south ;;ii;--protoction a-:einst that,.:arfct.
In !-r""tlnlj thg n.r.ti,.rne1 clucstic,n:sj bcin; ossen$ia1Iy a ouesticnof the niarke t (es hc Cr-.es in e }ettor tb ,l,trkers Blo:rdshe of Jan_Fob. f96B) ifr. -rchbol,l dces not basc hln-self on Stalin rs anal-ysis r lrt cn Eru tsl;ys anfi Trotsi<ys. stalin shor;ed it rt in tJr e

"T" of_ imperie'lisn thc ess.nce of the nrticnal questicn t;cs thcstru,;;1e of th c r,qses e';ainst_ ii-..peria1isr..,. ri.th lis K:utskyf teoutlcok i,ir. i.'rchbold c:u1d n.akc io son.so c,f tho nctirnal stru-
rqff1o in Irelsnd. Hc iri-s cf cclirse tc_pey }icsu"u:."" t"-ttr:["t:1espi.t the :rritin,;s of i:i.r::x, Eni:cIs, Lbnin :.rnd Ccnnolly on if,iJcrspet of thc nctionel question in gi'itnin, it i" eieor that 1t isa1l- Dutch to hir.:, ;rs to i.ir. Baker,. '

'Red Frcnt r as:-:erts thet the C. l.O. has tcnclcrscc the reacticnatypscudc-nrtionalist, vie;;s put fc,ri,ard by tirc Sl,r.r. ar*C"g i ;--i;;"',:ritcr in Reii_Frcnt, of. e:ursc, knc-.-:s tnat this jE ; 1I; (;rricii-thistcry , ,;il-l-_ justify) . fn f:ct thc C.',;.0. iras pointue out thatneither th: I[.L.0.8 ncr the s..l.P. havc ii:p1cr;cntii thc iyiarxistprinciplc thilt all thc ;:orkcrs cpprcsscd by c,:ic s tl ic shcule fcrr.:a ecllr'rcn crlanisnticn, ir:'cspcctlvc c'f n^ticnal Cif fcrcnccs lith-in tho St.tc.

Tlo 9+Iv Brltish st:'bc is thc unitccl Kin;;dcr., strtc.;. ii::rxiststhcrefor.; shcul C bc;in frli-. tha principic. r_1f a si:r;Lc q.KoorAon_ise tl cn , anc cnly a bnnilcn thr:t piin.ipi; 1f it prcv;s ir.,possibloin practicc tc' -il-"-plcr:.cnt i t. gut neith"r, thc i;i.L.0.8. i,rr. /irch-bold or lhc s.':J.p. ba sc thonsclvcs on thc s tr tc p"in cipto ororsanisation. -.rr beso thcr::serves on thc n:rtlcnii- prireiple oforG3nisction. Thcir Ciffcronees rrisc frou disaGrcci,ents as tcrhich naticns cxtsts. ,-11 erc niti:.narist in outlcok. i;lr stand
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ic: naticnal princip1e in partSr cr.lanisrti:n; i,11 refirse "tc stend
for the iialxist , principle of cisan i sati:n of all the ;;ork-

e rs undor the U.K. statc in a sin3lc crgani.s.,ticn. .{,1I stand fcr
the cr[janisetion of r part.y ;hieh inc]-udcs a sea:ntent of the exis-
tin; stete, ani basis itsolf on neticnelity.

Tho i\I.L.0"B. has ccnsistently rcfrrded to aclino:IcC3e tho existence
o f thc -U"Ii" stDto. -i"t a public n,eetini; in Novct::ber 1967 ii'Ir.
BIanC declcred that if a tsri tisli party rirneluCed tho N " Ireland
'regi on crf 'the U.K. stato it should alsro, 'Lo be lo3ical include
iicn3 Kon3. IJoni; Kcn3 occtrpics the il.an:e oositi cn rs if .Irolrnd .
In this tre ',?as pilruotis,',; i;ir. I.I(errna of the F.C.,i.. ;ho has over I
1re riocl cf y ears riCicirl-cC the ir"isa 'l:l or"janising a party alcn3
statc 1ines, and dccleicd that if it inc]uCecl ld.frelana it shculd
aJ" sc, i.n c 1ud o llong Kon q , 'l',[:: 1ta e te .

Yet itcne cf thor., can r::fute thc st:ten;ent th.rt the stete i:icghin6
in id " Ir clend is pa rt oi thc .Brj- ti sh s ta te r.,nchin c in f,ils same
sonse the s'bac r'ach lnc in Scct:.lnd :'r Ccrn'.-ial.1 is, The St: te
n:nchine in N"Irelend is clistuin;;uished only by hnvin;; the i:,ost
iri.3hty Cevelcped ceercive .Jr:;cns, arr,od poliee, 8rr:cc1 spccial
fc-,iccs, noked bruta1rtlT, no pretcnco rf i{rbeous Corpus , polit-
icrl priscnel.s etco By';ashing their hincls cf this section cf
tlie U',It, state they are LoJtlecognisinSr Irrsh inCependence:
they t.ir€ reeo;riising the-LToycii Geor,;e-Ch8rchill r solutlon rof tho
I ri sir quest i on .

If the
;rI tir bh
nr8'ut e r
sn turi: t
l'als5rfu inil tire histirSr ctr Sccrtland n l-cnc inpcriallst l1nos in an
etter:.pt to ju.stlfy thei r cppnrtunisnl.

ihe in.,perietist rut1c,:,It'cf tlte r,r.rjcrity cf the rnti-Sorzislcnist
t:ira,ups in Englcnd clrr es not c;r' ei'urso jus'cify l.[a rxlst:: in Scc tland
i.iaki:$ ccneessicns t: the bcr-llgoois nstirnalist ou.tl0ok, but it b
u-nicubtcdly one o f the ecnt::ibutcry catl.scs cf tholr conccssion to
bcur;;e :, j slirrtic,nllrsr,. j.It,C sittcc rTile Cor:r:unlstt is publishod in
LonCor it i:ust settlo aeccirnts (thecretic"llY[ '.:ith the ir:.peria-
_l.1st outlcok bei'ore i,t can J,eal scicntifiuelly ,tith the question
cf Scottish natione.!.isr. Thcre t:,ey. be rn.:ticnolist rJisrupticn in
Scctlani; ? but theyc is also in,pe rirl-ist disru.pti:n in En;;Ilnd ,.
"lhc-qe a icn Is are 1,[r. Bakel' ote. Fi::s't thin";-s f irst.

'le roco-nis;e t1,.:t ;c l-r'vc n:t r.-l i.lr-r a thc::cu^;h :rtn1;7sis of the
nrr4rs:oi.i-. ..rt.^J.,., tf th; natlcnll questian 111 Bf itrin " anC thrt this:-,L u! vr-

l,ust be c:cne. Bu'C such itn ltle].;rsi5 L.-U-st bc L.iil9 lirsi;cfiCill/.
ii"n :nal.fsis :;hich bc-rins; ;,:ih-b a fllsific,"+;ictt cf Llro I7th.
centrr::y in o::-cv 'tc j'rstlfli cc.rr;: in Iinc cf -Lnctics is tct:11;r
.lppurtunist.

C.'i"O. his not publ-ishcC an i'icccunt of its Cisa3roen:ents
e S.',T.P. th.t is becluse .Je considcr it a l;cro urgent
tc ex'ocse tirc'se nntl-::r:visionist 5,:rcups in Eh31end. who ere
cii .;rth the British ir,.peri:list iutlook, ani ;hc have been

t
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It is eleerr,hatr 3s Lenii: said in State cnd Revclution the
n3ti.nal quosti.,n in Britain has not been solvcC. This nee,ns
th:t there is stil1 an objectirre b:sis fcr niticnal n,over,:ents,
The rise r:f Scottish ahC ilelsh ncticnalisn: hes p.roven Lonints
statomont : thoy eoulcl not hrve r risen ,:ithout en ob jective bas&s.
Bakcr, I'rehbold, ctc., cy6 in the luiiicr,:us pcsiticn of eonden,r:.ing
those na tionll r..cvenents fcr havin; rrl sen ;ithout en ob jectlvo
brsis, i. o. f ar perfon rin,; a n,iraclo.
',ic hcne in tho ccr,:in,; n:onths to prcduco e histcricel trear.:ent of
the naticnel questicn in Brlt.-in rn,c.s a consequenco in ?nclysi-sof the prbsent nrti,'nr1 r..ovct:.onts.

B. Clifford.

TT{E T BOURGECIS' .;OMU\iG CL..SS.

r.t . sLlnpcsiuni on Neo{c,lonialisn crGaniseil by thc spirit of
Brncun,; cocrr.:itte c cn sa turcr.ay ill:reh rOth. 196g I{.Edrrr,cs, en
-/.t.,eriean, :eT.,'e . ne-.,' lcrse cf life t: en o1d i,jea in the r.:cvonnrf,b'iith sgeh phrascs os thc Britlsh ;orkers ere rbribed i,3ents ofeapitnlisr:r the unbroken r"o1o cf .'cstorn r;cr}<in; classes in cpp-osin: Cclcnirl libgraticnr; she provcd thet the b.:urSoris rorkin3
class ldee is st i11 vep;r r..uch el1ve 1n the i:;cvoi:.cnt.
.i,fter her ecntributi^n i".i{.Evons, r}rc thr:nked Bdr;ards for horrstntkin3 contr: lbution r , anc tr.Kenna both spcke f ror:: the flotrr
expr:inin6 ho; they harro suppf rtet1 the brur,;c:-,is xorkin,q erass
iCea tor;1oars.
Drrin3 the rhcle pori:d of ,:liscrission S.Clifford -, a$ attempting to
.3ain the eh:rirr:ns pcnltisslon to speak. IIe c\renlnrrrr, bock thefloor l:hen the chsirr:,ans subtre vi3ilanee in stopcing hin:
sIn cken ed ,;part fr:cri: c handfilt cf peoplc in the p::cdcr,inantly student audio-nce. evoryone suoported iliis cclintcr-revoluti;na r;y idea cf thotbcurSe- iS ;orkin6 clessr.
i-f te r a- qugsti:n f rol,. thc f lcor l:hich ..as not ,-iven a strai:';ht
ensrier b;z E.i'-'rrds i t becen.e cbrriius tiiat a ;enuinc CiecUssi_,n Onthls contrev:rsial issue ,ias uot :c in; tc iie rIIc;eC.
i"t 

_ 
this P0int H.B:'ins left thc pl:tfc.rr:,, and other r,;ori.bcrs cf thc.lnudionee lef t the n:eetinG, lnelud in 1 supporters of rTho Ccr:r.unist I

tt"".t""ta" aaaaaaaaaaoaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa..aa. a.oa.aaaaaaaaa aaa

Lotters fflr, I'c:ricrs:.1i11 hr:ve tc bo cer::ied over for publieationln the next issue of rrho cor.r-iunistr, rlcn1 .:ith the n'ext pert cfthe ane lys is of Yu3os1^ virt .
' ' ' ' ' ' 
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a a a . a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a o a a a a a a a a a a a a a , a a a a. a l axLITER:TIIR i ,:.\LrI_"BLE: POST REEE.sr;LrN: Econoi..ie ProbLen.s cf sccirlisi. in tho u.s.s.R. (tgsz\ sl
B.evisionisi., and lr.,pcrirlisr., (n stuC;r of rc\risi:nisi: 1n Eeoncr_.icsi'ga
i';Iao. Qpotrtions . Sf
SUBSCRIPTIONS tc tThe Cor.r.:unistr 4/6 for 6 r:onthsorlso tEhe Irish Corn,unist' g/- fcr 6 r-onths.
Ordcrs to: Davo Lauric,

75, C rci:,tre1l j,vcbric,
I"cndon N.6.
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