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THE COMMUNIST FEDERATION OF BRITAIN (MARXIST-LENINIST).

The C.F.B.(M-L) is an organlsatlon of Communists whose
purpose is to help create the conditions . ‘t6 form a revolutlonary
m,party. The rising level of struggle agalnst all oppression in
. Britain will not effectively challenge the ruling-class until the
lessons of these struggles are widely understood by the working-
class and its allies. A dlSClpllned party gulded by scientific .
socialism is needed to lead in this process of raising the struggle-
to a conscious political level.

\ No such party exists. The historical contradictions leading
to the split in the international Communist movement in ‘the early
1960's have not yet been resolved and the .lessons applied to ‘the
actual conditions existing generally in Western Europe. Without
this being done there will be no guiding political line and pro-
gramme and no unity within the Marxist-Leninist movement.

The C.F.B.(M-L) is comprised of groups of Marxist-Leninists
who have been working together since 1967 to aid in this wvital task
of forming a party. It has consistently worked to achieve this
goal by combining two forms of political work.

FIRSTLY: We study the main problems facing the British people
and the world revolutionary movement, applying the scientific
socialist method developed by Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and:
Mao Tsetung.

SECONDLY: " We engage in immediate struggles on the main issues
of exploitation and oppression.

We believe that only in combining the lessons of both these
forms of political work can a correct line be developed. With--
out such a guiding line and programme the struggles on all the
vital and immediate issues will continue to demonstrate the
treadmill characteristics of the last 150 years.

_ In developing this 1line we recognise the need to destroy
the influence of social democracy, revisionism and Trotskyism -
the main defeatist ideological trends which act to disarm the
working-class.

We understand that as all these tasks are increasingly
achieved it will become possible to build a mass revolutionary
movement capable of withstanding ruling-class attacks and finally
of overthrowing. and smashing the present system and 1ts State .
machine. The working class and its party will then implement -
its own dictatorship over the present employing class to build
socialism and prevent the restoration of capitalism.

Our basic policy document is 'The Marxist- Lenlnlst Move-
ment in Britain; Origins and Perspectives' published in 1969.
Readers wanting to know more about our policy and political work
should contact thelr local group or the Secretary of the C.F. B.

Signed articles in M L.Q. do not necgssarlly represent the
polltlcal line of the C.F.B. (M—L)



EDITORIAL .INTRODUCTION

In this issye;of MLQ we introduce 2 features which will be permanent additions

to the journal. Firstly, we shall be featuring 'Ro]itica]-Notgs‘ﬂprepared by
different-comrades;gn current national and international trends and developments.
We hope that this will invoke discussions. on- these issues. Secondly, we
announce the start of a correspondence column on any aspect of MLQ. A1l are
invited to contribute.. _

In this issue ve publish 2 articles, a national CFB  resolution on the situation
in Ireland., and our present analysis of the national and international
situation;?p;Ssed‘at_the 2nd‘Specia],Genera]}Meeting,of the CFB in February.

The first article traces the development of the Bolshevik Party in the light of
the developments”in the Communist International andfthé.strquIQIthh the
Mensheviks in the period at the end of the last century and the first 2 decades
of this one. It gives Us some interesting lessons in the fight against
opportunism for the formation of a genuine” Communist Party. '

to destroy one of the C§ntralﬁpremise§-Qf;the;British and. Irish Communist
Organisation, that it was hot_British‘imﬁérialiSm-but progressive Protestantism
that Ted to the uneven development of;capﬁtalism,in_Ire]and.‘ In doing so, it is
also a reply to. 4n article by EK'in MLQ"6." '

The second article, "Oh,the,stefulnessf,of'the*Economigs of Partition, attempts

As readers of previous issues of MLQ will. know, there has been a debate going on
in the Federation on the question of the present struggle in Ireland (see MLQ's
4, 5, 6). This has been resolved in a General Meeting held in the middle of
May; -at"which the 2 resolutjohs!printéd'fn“this‘issue;were passed. The first
was passed with an ngrWhelmingimajqri;y and the.second was passed unanimously.

We-are alsd'pdb1isﬁin§,faanguwitH”ad,iﬁfréddétibn, our present analysis of the

nationalfand-interﬁatjongl"bitdations as passed at thé 2nd Special General
Meeting of thé CFB. 'These are important documents, which we hope will stimylate
discussion in the movement. '

We hope that these new features will pleasé readers andithap’readers’wi11
contribute by article or Tetter ;9.anx:ofvthe;pdints_que?in,MLQ, :

'EDiTORIAE COMMITTEE"

&



“POLITICAL NOTES

" EXPOSE . THE "REFORMISTS OF EVERY:STRIPE AND HUE" -

The 7th Labour Government was returned to Parliamentary office with the declared
intentionSitO‘i—' .

a) "Bring about a fundamental and irreversible shift<in'fhe'ba1ancéiof-'
power and_wea];h in favour of working people and their families;:

b) Eliminate poverty wherever it exists in Britain and commit.ourselves,.
"“to a substantial increase in our contribution to fight poverty abroad;

c) Make power in'in¢ustky“gen0ine]y éccbﬁntab]e to. the ﬁbrkéré and the.
community at - large; D . o

d) Achieve far greater economic equality - in fﬁcbme;"wealth and 1iving.
standards. i S L

e) Incredse social eqUa]ity'byugiying far greater,fmpértanée;tb full
employment, ‘housing, education and social benefits;

f) Impkbvé the environment in which our pgopTé Tive and work and spend

their leisure."
(The Labour-Party Manifesto - 1974).

The above aims, written.in the languagé .of gradualism_ and reformism are, even
so, very laudable, and Wpuld'Undérgtahdab]y;gainjthe.$upp§rt of very many
workers who had no krowledge of the “integrity of’ the leaders of the - '
Parliamentary Labour Party or .more importantly any objective analysis. of. the .

treacherous ‘role played by Social Democratic.policies in thé long history of
the British working class'movement. = The 1974 Manifesto ends with the
following:- - _

“The task will not be easy. But we repudiate the despairing
gospel preached in some quarters that the British people -

cannot govern themselves ‘and that they have Tost the art to

act cohesively, through their various democratic institutions,
as a civilised community. That charge:comes most insultingly
from a Conservative Government which-has adopted so many devices
to corrode or destroy the power of those democratic institutions -
local authorities, the Trades Unions, the House of Commons itself.
These are the very instruménts which. Labour will use to restore
and enhance the power of British democracy." ;

No Marxist would consider that the aims and the methods described to achieve
them is a step on the road to Socialism. But'it is necessary for revolutionaries
to understand that the sentiments expressed in the Manifesto were a reflection
of struggles inside the Labour Party and Trade Unions against suppression of -
working class rights and organisations; and against the autocratic and blatant
class collaborationist policie$ of Labour leaders. There are few indications
that the many people who have fought, and continue to fight, inside the
‘official movement', for progressive policies, have begun to make the all-’
important decisive break with Social Demdcracy and to come to grips with
Marxism-Leninism as the 'educator, organiser and agitator' in the fight for
Socialism. The prime responsibility for this necessary and qualitative shift
Ties on the shoulders of the existing Marxist-Leninist Movement in Britain.

il



Our ability - to gain credibility and Teadership among the working class, both
inside and outside the formal official Labour moveiment, will very -lardely be
determined by the methods we use to expose and smash the grip that Social
democracy has on the organisations and consciousness of the British Working
Class. ' Whatever methods are evolved in- this crucial aspect of the struggle,
it can be said with certainty that to dismiss Social democracy .and its prime
British expression - the Labour Party - as being irrelevant. to the struggle
for Socialism is to ignore British Working Class history and to’ rely upon
spontaneous class development in a period of intense crisis for the ruling
class.. If revolutionaries, through fear of contamination, refuse to enter
the arena of Social democracy, and confine their involvement with the’
decision making processes of the official Labour Movement to critical readings
of the reports in THE TIMES or the GUARDIAN, they can rest assured that in
protecting their own purity they will be lTeaving the door wide open for the
forces of extreme reaction - jingoism, racialism and 'discip]ine'Of'the']
militants' - to gain dominance, as Social democracy shows its true colours
as bourgeois democracy collapses under the stresses of the capitalist'crisis.
Neither can the. il/L movement adopt the objectively contemptuous attitude to
the working class’as displayed by the Communist Party of Great Britain and
some Trotskyist organisations (notably the REvolutionary Workers Party) in
seeing the struggle as primarily a question of the role of the present
leaderships of- the official movement. = The hold that Social democracy. has in,
Britain goes much deeper than indicated by a reliance on.the capture of
official positions by militants (C.P.G.B.) or to present the failure of. all
working class struggles to develop into massive and conscious confrontations
with the British state-as solely the responsibility of treacherous social
democratic -1éaders. R.M.P.Y- Co ;

THE PARTY AND THE CLASS

The structure and understanding of the Working Class- Movement in Britain has
been fbrmed'over,dehturigs of class struggle practically uninfluenced by the
ideas of scientific socialism. In the battles in the Trade Union Movement of
the 19th century for the creation of a.political party that. would express
the view of the organised working class, Marxjsts_were-hard1y=in-any{position
of influence., "It is true that both Marx and Engels devoted considerable time
and effort to-the campaign for the formation of a Wdrkers' Political Party,
but in the évent when the Labour Party: was formed in 1906 it was doniinated by
Trade Union reforimism, Co-operativism and Fabianism. Since then the Labour
Party has gained and held thé allegiance of the vast majority-of the working
class who are consciously opposed to Toryism and the establishment. * The
betrayals of the Working Class by the Hendersons, Macdonalds, Attlees and
Wilsons could have been foreseen ‘by ‘anyone with an understanding of the
realities of class power and a knowledge of the composition and ‘aims of the
Labour Party, lTong ‘before the first Labour Government in 1924. "1Indeed, as
early-as 1920 Lenin exposed. the role of the Labour Party in his famous work

- "Left Wing Communism.- an Infantile Disorder"; he also, of course, fully
recognised’ the influence that Social democracy had in the Working Class

- Movement. and that in order to combat it, it was imperative that revolutionaries

entered the arena of social democracy in order to destroy it



“ .....i but - and this is the whole point - we must not regard that
which is obsolete for us as obsolete for the class, as obsolete “for

the masses. It 1S brecisely. here that we see that the "Lefts" do

nor know how, to reason, do not know how to conduct themselves. as. a
Party of the class , as a party of the masses. You must not sink - to .
the level of the masses, to the backward strata of the class. .That

is incontestable. You must tell them the bitter truth. You must

call their bourgeois-democratic and parliamentary prejudices - ;
prejudices. But at the.same time you must soberly observe the actual:
state of class consciousness and preparedness of the whole class: (not
only the Communist vanguard), of all the toiling masses (not only of its
advanced .elements)."

(Lenin - 'Left Wing Communism')

Lenin's advice was indisputedly correct over fifty years ago. . Today with .
the 7th Labour administration in office and fifty years of failure by the
Communist Movement to fulfil the tasks set it, how much more important.it is
for- the M/L Movement to firstly understand the depth of social democratic
prejudice existing in the Working Class.and secondly, the opportunities
presented to it in its ability to draw:upon the experiences of not only-.the-
present Labour Government but also the previous six. Many people in Britain
who claim to be Marxists will .shout from the rooftops-their desire to smash
capitalism and will portray the Labour Party as an agent of the bourgeoisie,
but will not be familiar with either the Labour Party manifesto or the
decisions of the 1973 Labour Party Conference, or of prime importance, have
any understanding or knowledge of the alignment of forces in the official
movement .that have determined the present policy position of- the Labour
Government. It ‘is impossible to imagine how these self-styled Marxist-
Leninists will be able to demonstrate to themselves let alone to the masses
the treacherous role of: betrayal that this Labour Government wiTl continue
to play for its full term in office. :

THE PROGRAMME AND THE PRACTICE

The decision of the 1973 Labour Party Conference and the 1974 Election

Party STRcE 1848 O8R N ¢ 1R elo5 b e PLOSEE Rk RV USIRA A43KEBYatty the hitow
by bitter opposition from the entrenched big business and financial interests
in Britain and abroad.-:HoWever, the reality of the situation is:that. the:
Labour ‘Party leaders wefe negotiating with the International Monetary Fund
for a massive loan to over come "Britain's crisis" almost. before; they took
office in February 1974. The terms for such ‘assistance' can only mean an
intensification of the attacks upon the 1iving standards and organisations
of the working cl3ss. ' .For the,Labodt.Partypto.enactqevenra»moderatgf.“ :
reformist programme of some benefit to-the working class during a period of
intense problems for monopoly capitalism - massive balance of payments
deficit, raging inflation, lack of investment in basic .industries etc. -
would require the-suppoft and involvement of the working class-outside of
the -apparatus of,Stéte’Governmént'deygloped in Britain .over the centuries.
This, of course, would be a.complete departure from the whole philosophy

and actions-of thé L.P. since its formation, because for all .its . twists

and turns on policy matters central te its whole existence has been.a
complete adherance to the Parliamentary system of Government. In other
words, the dependence on the approval of the Monopoly Capitalist State
Machine for any measures on which it Tegislates.
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The 1974 Manifesto states :-

" .e.e. Labour's determination to ensure not only-that the
Norith Sea and. Celtic Sea 0il and gas resources are in full ..
‘public: ownenship, but that the operation of getting and -

distributing them is under full Government control .....

It took 3 Labour Governments to nationalise the coal industry, and it only
then took place when the industry had so stagnated that it:was:no Tonger a
viable proposition for private capital to makeé the necessary investments in
order that coal could be an efficient prop to the rest of the privately owned
manufacturing industries. How many Labour Governments will it require
before the booming profits of the o0il companies-operating in Britain are
brought under. "full public ownership"? Are these Companies: who in the first
few months. of 1974 made larger profits than ever before, and whose budgets
exceed those of many States, going to stand idly by whilst their “Midas
Touch" investments are taken out of their hands? Or more relevantly, is a
Labour Party with its complete commitment to bourgeois democracy. and with
its track,record of, seventy.years going to.embark on that:challenge? 1In
such a situation it is imperative that the Marxist-Leninist Movement is seen
by the forces who have fought for the inclusion of such a clause in the
Labour Party Manifesto to be campaigning for the Labour Government:.to:carry
out its pledge. In this way we can in practice demonstrate the real class
character:of -Social democracy and gain credibility -.in the struggle for
Socialist consciousness in the working class movement:- When Dennis Healey
in May 1974 stated :-

“No-one now believes that profit is a dirty word, if profitTis =~

hongst}y-ear@edrand:put>to. proper social use" .
he!gaVé@Eevqlutiqharies_q valuable weapon in-the fight to break the strangle-
hold. that Social democracy has over large sections of-politically aware
workers, who still see the Labour Party and Parliament as vehicle§ﬁin_ﬁhe

fight for Socialism.

For thé‘M/LfMovémént'to‘earn a' position ofﬁ]eadéfsﬁipiih'Woﬁkfné é]assAStruggle

it is nedessary for it td -be-active participants. in all the.economic/political

struggles embarked on by the working class.. An important feature in the coming
months will be the gampaigns inside and outside of the official movement for
the Labour. Government -to’ honour its Manifesto and for-'it to be answerable to
its pblicy:makkng -Conference. It will be ‘an.act of criminal infantilism for
Marxist-Leninists to stand aside from these campaigns and to say that we know
the inevitable role of Labour Governments, and therefore we will. stand aside
from the struggles, ' L e e T

Be]ow'are'somE“pfﬁﬁhg'kgy‘depisionslméde_by:the 1973 ;ﬁboﬂr Pakty:Cohference'i-

EoodTSUbsidfes

“Conference instructs the next Labour Government to
reintroduce food subsidies to enable a cheap‘foog.pq]icy

to-be'a central pTank’ of its election Manifesto .....

Prices and. Incomes =

"This Conference declares its opposition to any wage
restraint .or incomes policy designed to solve the
problems ‘af the ecomomy by cutting the standards of
1iving of 'workers ..... "
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Taxation

“This Conference recognising the persistent increase in the
inequality of incomes and in wealth in this country, reaffirms
the principle of equality as a foundation stone of the Labour
Movement ..... "

"The next Labour Government must therefore raise supplementary
and National Insurance benefits and Family Allowances, which
should also be payable for the first ¢hild."

" Public Ownership

"This Conference considers that industry will best serve the
people of the country when they control it, through public
ownership.!"

"Conference further believes in explaining all the benefits
of a.Socialist society and an economy planned for the needs
of -and under the control of the people."

SIUHAY ’

.Housing and Land

“Conference demands that the next Labour Government should
i . N

eliminate private landlordism .....'
Clay Cross i
i ..,:. Conference further'agreesﬁthat upoh the ‘election of a

Labour Government all penalties, financial or otherwise, should
be ‘removed retrospectively from Councillors who have couragedusly
- refused to implement. the Housing Finance Att 1972." ,

Edudation.
nce urges the next Labouf Government to introduce

a new Education Act which would make education effectively
“free for all children ....," = " N

"This Conference

f(fhis'wqyldiinc1Ude_schooi uniform subsidies, frée'scﬁbol
- materials, free school dinners, free school milk, free travel
basses), | »-

N

Comnon Market -

'ﬁTh{§;Qonferenceiheaffjrmé the Conference decision that a
Labour' Government' should submit the issue of the E.E.C. %o the

electorate for decision ....." 3

*

Chile

"Con'ference condemns the precipitate action of the British
Government in récognising the military junta ..... and
withholds all aid Toans and credit from the military
regime ..... "



South Africa

"This Conference :-"

a) recognising that the situation in South Africa is the
key to” progress or disaster in Southern Africa as a
whole ..... :

b) "calls upon the next Labour Government to take urgent

action to reduce drastically British economic
involvement in South Africa, to stop all British
Government assistance to British firms wishing to.
trade with or invest in South Africa, to end-all other
financial Tinks including export credits, loans and |
grants, to bring about the withdrawal of all or part
.of existing British investment and to establish
‘machinery to prevent any further investment .....

The above extracts from.the 1973 L.P. Conference decisions demonstrate the .
area’ in which Marxist-Leninists can work and have a dialogue.with many honest
workers who still have a commitment to the Labour Party.. These policies-are
not presented here as vehicles of achieving workers' power, because indeed they
are far' removed from that, nor are they presented as. issues around which we .
should campaign, to make:Social democracy and Parliament work .in the interests
of the working class but as a basis from which we can show the inability of
social democratic policies and methods to,make any inroads into control of
State moriopoly capitalism. Therein lies a fundamental difference between
Marxist-Leninists and the revisionist C.P.G.B. ’

THE SOCIAL COMPACT/WAGE FREEZE

A central feature of this and previous Governments (both Labour and Tory) has
been in the field of industrial relations.. The term 'Industrial Relations'

has been used to euphemistically describe the diametrically opposed positions
of capital’ and labour in"industry. ~A11 the major political parties have- 4
through the:various propaganda machines -at their disposal- attempted to blur
the'edges of ipdustrial strife and to convince workers that.we are all part

of one nation and ‘should work together. for thé common good. :But no matter. how
successful *: the ‘propaganda may have been in somé areas, -the:.realities of
industrial 1ife are that workers will'continue to struggle for higher wages -
and better conditions and will create the type of organisation necessary- for
such struggles,  Though' it i$- true that very often:the type.of organisation
will only be formed-some tifme after-the’objective conditions have'existed for
its formation. " In; spite of:the subjectively ‘apolitical character 6f very
many-Trade Union' leaderships and the'consequent,class; collaborationist

policies adopted:by thém, both Labour: and. Tory Goverrnments "in the interests of
State Monopoly Capitalism, have found-it hecessdry: to attempt to legislate
against the Trade Unions. "We had the i11-fated 'In place of Strifa' of Barbira
Castle and the soonito be repealed 'Industrial RelationsAct" of the Tories.

The Labour Government is also:pledged to & policy. bf non-interferénce in _
collective bargaining and consequently is banking on the 'Social Compact' as the
instrument to control: thle organised working class. Though as yet no details
have been:made knowr of what this meanss; we do know from past experience that
it will be yet another attempt to use the formal structures and strictures of
the official Trade Union Movement to control and discipline its members.
Already Michael Foot (the'leader of the 'Left' Labour) has opened the campaign
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when he addressed the AUEW. (Eng. Section) .National Committee

at the time it was deciding its attitude both to the C.S.E.U.

wage, holiday, hours and equal pay claim; and to the sequestration

of its funds by N.I.R.C. He preached moderation on both and

asked for loyalty from the Trade Unions to their Labour Govern-

ment. Whilst the AUEW responded to.N.I.R.C. by a hjstoric and
successful strike,.on the question of the C.S.E.U. claim follow-

ing the advice:of its President,.Hugh;Scanlon‘(the~1eader of the -
'Left' Trade Unions), it capitulated and in the words of Jim

Griffin, one of its leading right-wingers, it.gave a 'victory to

the moderates'. 1In reality it was.the first victory of the- n
unspecified 'Social Compact'. In the.coming months- the battle

for direction of the Trade ‘Unions . in:its:.dealing with the Labour
Government will be crucial-for :the .whole movement.

We know from past and bitter experience that TU leaderships will

only on very rare occasions confront the power of the State and

in some ways ‘the struggles against the bureaucracies in TU

leadership becomes even more difficult when.a . Labour Party is in
Westminster. 'This of course -is understandable if we realise the-

depth of Loyélty;to.the.organisationS'and methods .of - Social demo-
cracy inherent in the official working class movement. At the

same time it .gives to Marxist-Lenists tremendous- opportunities to

make inroads in the . social democratic and parliamentary prejudices
existing in the w0rking*c1aés;(and“at.theuSame.time'demonstrate,

the inadequacies of leadership based .on.reformism both in the .
Labour Party and in the Trade Unions. Again, if we as revolut-
ionaries first stand aside fwom these .struggles for Trade Union
direction and consciousness, we will.allow the-forces of reaction .
and class cynicism te gain domination.

- OPPORTUNITIES.TO ADVANCE

In 1924 the first Labour Government.took office.in a somewhat
similar situation to the present:administration. It was a minor-
ity Government,;thekBritish.economyqus in financial crisis, and
the ewver present-struggle between capital and labour was becoming
acute:-at' the point of production. .In the early .days of the 1924
Government a strike of.110,000 dockers. took place:that was sold
out within 3 days. At ‘the .time thelarchitéct of the sell-out,
Ernest Bevin; is ‘'reputed to have said :-

e :
"I only wisSh’ it had been a Tory Government in office.
We would not-have been frightened by.their threats. .
But we were put in the position of ‘having to listen _
to the appeal’of our own people.'

(A HISTORY OF BRITISH. TRADE UNIONISM - Pelling)

]

1 (Bevin of coUrseAwas“frighteneavby the threats of the

Tories in 1926 when he .played.a prominent.role in the

sell-out of, the 1926 Strike).

During this.peribd of blatant class .collaboration by Labout and
TU leaderships a cynicism developed in.the ranks of-the working

claSﬁ"toWayds_Whét?it had considered.were .its own organisations.
In 1920 the TU membership in .Britain was 8,348,000;" by 1933 it

had ‘dropped to 4,392,000.
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The fight for direction of the TU's will not .be successful if it
is fought on the conscious basis of éxpecting Social Democratic
TU leaders'toulead‘struggles‘and.actiyate.campaigns to expose

Social Democratic‘Labour Party leaders.

The Marxist Leninist.Movement. .must._campaign-fer democracy in ‘the
TU's and be .seen.as a leading force.in.the fight against the
collaborationist.policies of.the.TU bureaucracies. .This will be
done only .by campaigning from within.and .without.the official

TU's on policies.geared'to:inVolVe'thcmmaximumﬁparticipation:of‘
the rank and file. in the organisations.that they have created

and finance. The struggle. for.:direction will be a decisive .
factor.in determining the ground.for thé.coming.struggles with

the Labour Government, theé outcome.of. these struggles. and the
development of class consciousness .amongst.many militant workers
who will find themselves in unexpected but.bitter conflict with
both their TU leaders and the Labour Government. The fight fer
direction of the .TU's _cannot .either.be.confined.to the elect- .
ioneering. arena. of obtaining TU.official positions.for militants.
The record and role.of the.CPGB.over many. years has shown the
futility and the dangers invelved .in these.tactics.” In the late
1940s the. CPGB through.its.TU .officials had.a'bureaucratic control
of .the.ETU,.the.Fire Brigades Union,.the Foundry Workers; they
had extremely powerful -positions:in.the. National .Union of Mine-
workers, a strong position.on..the: leadership of:.the AEU, and 9
members of the Executive Committee.of the.T&GWU. .Today they have

a much reduced position :of "influence.in the .official circles of

the Trade Unions, -and neither _have.they.achieved:any depth of
political awareness.amongst' the.rank :and.file.that.should have
developed from such.a strong.organisational position. In real
terms their.political.position.in:both.the.Trade Unions' and the
wider movement.is-.one of:being a.left.appendage.to.Social democracy
as expressed.by the.Labour Party..: It is.true.to.say that of all
'left! parties.and.grouping.existing in"Britain.the.CPGB remains
the-most influential in the:Trade Unions.and:.consequently in the
broad Labour.movement,.though because.as.an.organisation it has
long since ceased.to.be.a revolutionary.organisation.its influence
is..as described.above:and at.best-it_plays the.role of a left and
sometimes.militant_ginger.group...Evidence.of its.desire to be.
seen.as a respectable.influence.in_Social Democratic.circles can be
gauged by .the treatment, or rather.non-treatment, of.leading 'lefts’
such.as Jack.Jones.and.Hugh Scanlon:by  the MORNING .STAR on such
issues .of.sell-out.as.the Ford.strike.of _a.few.years ago (the first
secret ballot.due.to.legislation), Phase.IIl.legislation the last
two.CSEU claims .and-their advocacy.of the.Social.Compact. However,
there still.remain.many individual CP.members.who.are militant and
courageous fighters against the .boss,.and.again.the Marxist-
Leninist.movement must.work.in such:a.way_as.to.win . these people to
revolutionary.politics:by_involvement in.the .struggles  for direction,
democracy and.consciousness in the Trade Unions.

""Shod on.all Four Feet"

The above is an attempt.to.pose some .of.the.relevant questions
facing the.Marxist-Leninist:Movement:in:its.attitudes .and tactics
-to a Labour. Government in Westminster.._.:.I"have:dealt primarily
with aspects. of .the.struggle inside.the.official.and existing work-
ing class movement;. this_ of.course is.only one side of the all-
embracing struggle.for a_-Marxist-Leninist_party in Britain capable
of winning.the confidence.and leadership.of.the working class in
its struggle for power...It.is,as Plekhanov.pointed.out, necessary
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for the movement to.be . 'shod omn.all four: feet': _Té. éxpose and
defeat?SoCialfdemOCTacytin:ailﬁsphexes;ofxthegwarking ¢lass it
will ‘be nece§sary”t0‘build;organisationéxand:stimulatq,campaigns
outside of the confines of.what.is.possible.in.the official
movement;;.These:activitiesha;e;interﬁxela;ed,-andﬁxhe'suqcess”
of'oneqaspe;tjwiii;be&laxggiy&ﬁetemm@ggdghy;;he;aatgéss of the
others;:.AfcbnscioUSTrevblutionaryiihﬁ@iﬁéﬁéﬁ.;inﬁﬁll aspects

of class'struggle'gOQthandnin:haﬁﬂ;with;thqidevelopment of. the
programme andrbrganisatiqn;of;aLMarxistiﬁeninistmﬁgmtxﬁ Economnic
and pqliticaitstruggies;of;the;Wp?kingﬁtiass;in:all;%fenés‘where
they take_placewwii1;reflecﬁ;theﬁsbiVes;byiﬁe;essityfin'the"
organisatipnaifforms:and;poIitiqalistanceS“adopted:bygq revolut=
ionary1partyt;31f‘that?party:stands‘aside:fromraspnc%S'of}the
struggle.of.the.classriticlaims. to.representrand.h ~part of, for
réasons;ofjits*own;pﬁrity-ontconceit:in;iheﬁ;ompietéhess of its
own'knOwleﬂge‘ahdfanaiysis,rtheﬁ‘itfwiligbekcomrectlyfrejected7
by the working:class;asmhaving;noitredibility;in”its claims to

be the vanguard'Qrgaqisafioq;pffthe”class;

+ i o+ '"Day-to=day propaganda:and.agitation must be .of a

- genuinely. Communist :character. -.All.press organs’
controlled;by,the_parties:must@be;edixedhby,reliable

_-CqmmuniststhQ;have;demonstraxad;xheix;fidelity to
,thewcausegofgproietarian:rexoluriOn;;uDictatorship,of
'the“proletariatgshduld;be?di§cussedfnot;simply_aSra
sgt.formula,ubuﬁ;popularised;in“a;way;xhatjwill'bring
hqmedits:necessityito“6very;xankgand;filegworking man
and .working. woman; soldier-and.peasant.: It should : -

~_followzfromzthe@pxactical:facxswsystematically_ .
publicised.in our: press.. . .Third International

- supporters.must.useievery.available:medium - the
-press,.public.meetings;.Trade.Unions.. co-operative
:societies;:Lsystematicaiiy:and;melentleSS1y to- expose
not;only;the:bourgeoisie;but;also;itswabettors; the
reformists.of. every. stripe and hue.'". .

.(Cdﬁditions?fdrfaffiiiation:to‘the Third
International 1920).

i . DL CK JONES
P S 3. 6.74.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE PROPOSED DOCUMENT;ONuIHENINTERNATIONAL
AND NATIONAL. SITUATIONS ' S =

Britainmin;thexsevénties%is;gbing:thxough%his;oric;andJradital
change.z'Never:infthe'post—Wbrld;thﬁwa:pemiod have the
economic_andhpoliticalmstruggies’of:Biitishrwbmkers»been350~
widespread;and;hard:hiﬁiing‘mwNever:befome;infthisfperiod has
the failure,pfzparties;claiming;to,lead;theiwayx$QWards socialism
in;Britain;bEen:somexplicit:as"it:is;now;ﬁxThe”ngedsfor a revol-
utionary;party:is:being:feit;by;augrawingwnumng of class-
conscious workers. o

A.revolutionary;party:cannot,be*created;by;pmcclamation."'Its
prqgramme;and;poiicies:cannot:betcopied:from;ano¢her party's
documents:;;;:Su;h;:a;par..ty;.:'ha:sm;:to"be'“creat.ed;;by;.{aapplyin;‘g‘”theE
universa11truihrongarxismrLeninismxin:xhe;contrete‘cOndition
of Britain.: Ohiy:conGTEtegpxacticemguidedhby;MaTxism-Leninism
can bring?theﬁrevolutlonary:theoryg:twithoutwwhinhmthere can be
no revolutionary party. LE L

The years of,activity;ofhthe“CommunisimPaItyb0£WGreat Britain
have produced;1ittlé¢91;no;revolutionaxy:theofy,ﬁbecause for a
considerable_period:df:its.existence:thewCPGB:has;followed an’’
incorrect,method.ofuerk,:;A‘irevisionistl:decision-making
proceSsucontrolledabyﬁa bureaucraticxleadeuship attempting to"
mechanically followsthebpolicies;of:the:Communis¢;Party of the -
Soviet Union:has:ended:in‘Iragic:andxabyémal failures. The”
process . is:to'be:rejected totally. R

Thus~in;BritainJEheayoung:Marxistfbeninist_mavementﬁis left with
no other;optiongxhan:tegcarry;out:its:work;without-adequate
revolutionary;thebry‘available;:let:aione;an;established strat-
egy. Howwdorwefgo:about“deyeioping;suchiiheoxy;andlstrategy?~
With_the;help;of;interimfor:workingipolicies;based~on the
existingrknowiedgerof:different;polxticalhfieidsmof“struggle,

we shall'changé:our:environmentrand:develop:theoxy, and train
cadres in*mass;work:;;These;interim:polities:ormiworking'lines'
which we intend: to;formulate. and present toithe:Marxist-Leninist
discussion ‘Wilifgnide;our:invoivement;in;immediate.strugglés,

> WLl gUlL

bringing"dut;the;componenIS?ofwthe;required.Stra;egy.”_

But in,the~absencefof'a«strategy;:practice;inidifierent'fields
of struggle.cannot:be:co-ordinate wandﬂCOULd;even‘be‘Iargeiy-
unproductiVe;quniess:these;ére~re1ated“tera;bxoad;undérstanding
of the internationalmand;nationaiﬁsituatidnsmin;which we find
ourselves today-»;By:continual1y@re1atingwthe“different struggles
to thesembroad;pictureswwetcan:develop;dgepgr;understanding of
all.struggles:i:e;;grasping;the.essence;of,tapitalism and imper-
ialism:tqday;:determining:;he;stage;of:theierdlﬁtionary process
we are at.now:and‘the;future;that‘awaits;usm-wFinally; in‘the
light of the‘historicaiwexperiences;ofwthﬂ;dictatorship of ‘the
proletariat.in;the:socialist;countries;wemshallfbe able to
construct a strategy:r;a:'programmef;for:the;Bxitish?Tevdlution.
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With this objectivehinﬁmind;:we:devoted;aglarge;part'of#our
time in ourwSecond#SpeciaiwGeneral:Meeting;heid;Lgst February
to summingtuptourrpreiiminarytfinﬂings:onitheap#BSeniqinternati
ional.andqnationaiwsituatiansg;Whichtwazhaveupxesehféd in' the
following”pages;“ﬁPreiiminary:asathey;are;Aonlymfrgm a re‘conn-
aissance survey; there:has1been&an?emphasis;on;formUIating '
principies,fdeve1opingia;Marxist:t&ninist;methgéglogyfto be
used injsubsequent?inmestigations::2Thismis;thbigbst'signif—
icant aspect-of:theltwo statements-presented. ..~ ~+.:. i

As we embark:on?antanaiysisgbfuthéﬁinternational;@nd national
situations for:the“first:timedin:the:MhrxisxiianinQSt movement
we, as expected;”havezfound;purse1v95:in:cbnflicmiﬁg'positioﬁs

in some.cases;r;bﬂur?unﬂerstandings:nf:pxeﬁantaday%imperialiém

differ.;.And‘while;werunanimouslygretognise;that;the”US and
the. USSR are the: two main enemiesy: differences;arise as to
their.relative~strengths:and weaknesseszo-Ftri agreed that-
the Soviet'1eadership:istSocialrimperiaiism;ingieninis‘SenSe
of the-term;:aithough:since:a;subStanIial:minmrity do not
accept tber%sociaifimperiaiistﬂxcharacterisationmof.theASOViet'
state,fsgchﬁpharacterisation;has;been;dropped;fromﬂthe state=-
ments.: ,A. large.minority. does.not -agree:with:théistatement
made about internai:andfexxernaigcontradi;tiqns;and'thus does -
not accept somg;impiications:régardfng:&ncialist?diplomacy
drawn in this decument. -~ .There-are:-differences:on. the quest-
ion:of~rela@ivesratesxof:degeneratibnjinfthEiSOMiet Union and’
the Eastern European-countries. A TP ’ i

In the'statemenxron:theanaxionai;situatinnLWeghaxe‘pfimarily
drawn,thg,lines;of:demarcatianbetween;onrseimes'aﬂd-thoSé'
whom we consider:as-diversionary:tendencies:-in:the working
class movement.: "But:ithe~failure-to:develop:-a positive -
MarxisteLeninist:position;indicatesxthempnlitical;and theor-

etical weakness-of:the movement.

We;p;gsentﬁthe;twqrstatements:tn:the;MarxistzLenini§t and
broqd=lgbgur;movement;::ﬁike:anyzdncumentS‘guidedxby“
Marxiam:&enini&m,;these:arE?by;no:meanngiﬁalprsition@.
The.qorre;ﬁnessgor&incorrectness;effthe;narious.pOSitidns
coﬁtainéd“in“the:statementsQcan:oniy;be;testedsin*practice;
improved"upon;and;used"as;guides;:;The;significance of these
doqg@qusg1ies;ingthe;rgiegtheygcan:piay;as:a;perspectiveV
for the Marxist-Leninistumovement:-in Britain,-and we there-
fore hope.that this documentwill-initiate a-debate within
the Marxist-Leninist.movement. on-the:concrete issues faced
b}’ WS bt i .
In ngmegﬁlgﬁguthewideqiogigalxand:poiitiﬁai:standpointsfbn
sz;¢h§§iqiquqs;ignk;facing:thexrevolutianafyxmovement-in
Britain.at_the.time were:stated:by'the:zJoint. Committee of
Commgnists,;the:fqr@rnnnEr:of;the;Communist#ﬂedefationfofv
Britain:(Marxistrbaninist);in;a;dncumentLehIitLed '"Marxist-
Lenini§§yMavemen¢$in;Bxitafn;;Origins&andLPerspeCfiVes*.-f’
The document .sought to.place.the:Marxist=Leminist movement
in Britain within-its recent historical-context and to
point the direction for: future:development: ~Analysing the

3
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concrete conditions;it-examined~the:fragmentation of the

Marxist-Leninist movement in~Britain-and.argued that only by
Av*~~Mﬁaeknowledging4%heﬁactuai*§tatefof“the*mﬁvementﬁCanvén"un&er=‘““_

standing of the‘'possible path of unity“and progress be grasped.

In the CFB -we.have come:to" the"position:ef recognising the
struggle for-a political: programme:for.:the:British revolution
as the struggle to-build the party-itself.  We:maintain that

. for too long we have held the incorrect view that the prog-
rammatic work is something that"is-to be’and-can-be separated
from the task:of party-building and-time-is- somehow not 'ripe’

- for such work: “Rejecting this erroneous view; we.now place the
development of a programme and the  programme-itself in the
centre‘of‘all*our“activities;“'Itfis“nottenoughftOﬁrecognise
that unity can-only:be achieved through-struggles. "It is more
important to understand that struggles must-be=carried out
systematicaliy;'and”this*canfoniy“be*donexraund:the“concept of
a programme. ~ The:present. document-is-the-first step towards it.

Section .B.  .WORLD SITUATION

Main Contradictions

3. Without a' correct world view:of . revolutionary-development
no organisation can.pursue correct:policies in its.own country.
In this, as:in all . other spheres of work;.*'the .correctness or
incorrectness of the ideological-and:political:line decides
everything'. "Our.own: general line:on-the“present:international
situation is based on-recognition- of:the four main contradic-
tions in the world:today. These are : - '

1. between the oppressed nations-on:the.one hand and
imperialism.and:Soviet-revisionism-on the other

2. between the:proletariat and-bourgeoisie in the
capitalist:and-between:the proletariat and new ruling
forces in-the-revisionist-countries

3. between the imperialist and:Soviet:revisionist and
among the imperialist countries

4. between.socialist.countries on.the.one hand and
imperialism-and:Soviet revisionism.on the other.

. Imperialism - the main enemies
4. The key feature"ofﬁa;real:understanding;of_the;worldvtoday
- is that since“the'beginning“oftthe:imperialist;era;timperialism has

been the main enemy-of the worid's peoples:....Towards the end of
the 19th:century, capitalism due:to.the:development of its prod-
uctive forces.and the.surplus:-value.at.its:disposal.turned to the
export of capital-in:its:inherent.drive:for:maximum.profit. This
introduced. the:era of super profit:and:imperialism.to the world.

5. Throughoutwthe:ZOth;century:coilusion;and‘contention have
characterised the:relations between:different:imperialist powers
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in the continual;striving:ofreach;terextend;itstownrspheregof
domination. _The*eariy“domination“of:British@imperiaiismwbegan“

to degline;xapidiywfeiiowingjthe«19141181Wa:gand by ‘1945 it -
had given:piaCetto:the%dominatian:nﬁ;ﬂs;imperialismaW:Thp 3
Russian“Rev01utionfof71917*thaiienged:thazimpaxia&ist domin-
ation of power-in-the world:and-created:acbaseufor. the exten- .
sion of the democratic-and:iproletarian-revolutions. SR

6. 'DuringirQCent.years.imperialism;has.further:concentrated
its'financesiand:power:throughnthe:development:of the multi- ..
rnatidnal~c0rp0rationSf‘,Also,fit”iszrapidly;changing-its form
from colonialism to neo-colonialism. - Another new' and complex
development:in.ecohomicureiations“between;the.countries is
resulting”from;the:eCpnomic changes..that are..taking place as
the revisionist*Soviet.Union"qontinuallytdegenerates.

7. In‘terms.of;active,military;invoivement,hthe US remains

the most aggreSsiVe;enemy“ofmthe'peoples;of"thegworld.REFERRED.
Its developed resources,;its;overseas.financial;assets, are
still many times greater.than any.other-state.. Its active.
counter-revolutionary role in.the.world-is.as.naked as evers...
I'ts huge subversive organisations.are daily 'busy . planning and
organisingmaggressions;.interference“or"control'in small or
militarily“weakmnations..;US:intervention; covert and overt,
has,been?responsibleufdx;theﬁoverthrowﬁof.governments like
those .of Iran.(k53);;6u?temala¢QL54),MIndanesia;(!ﬁs), Greece
('67);;Cambddia5(l70)“and:Chile“(*73);.hUStimperiaiism remains
determined;tomexport_counterfrevqlution. <

The RusSian‘Revolutionuof:19172brought in- the era.of Spcialist
revolutions.. Today, the.policies-of the:Soviet.leaders. are
.directed;againstmthewoppressed;nations“andwthe;world's-revol+
utionarymforces;f;The:foreign:policies;of‘thewSoviet Union
today.closely approach those.of an-imperialist.country. The
preeexisting«economic“andwpelitical'agreements?with the East

8.'..Théhnethméstmewerful_state:in"the*WOrldhié—theaUSSR.

European_count;ies;have;Changedwinto:unequalmrelations:as indic-
ated.by thewdoctrine:of:*limited”sovereignty!;which followed
the_invasion.ofLCzechoslovakia:and;the'!socialist.international
division ofﬂlabourl;_eThe"Comecon;‘from.being:an;organisation
of mutual assistance:and.co-operation, has.become an exploit-
ative instrument:in;the;handsmof'the-Soviethnion, character-
ised by.its.aid;andytrade”palicies;;;These,policies include
tying aid"tomthefpurchase”of;Soviet;goods;:oftenvof1inferior
quality, and insistence on_fixed:period;interest:bearing loans.
In these, and in_the:tri-continental countries, the Soviet
leaders have,conducted;policieS‘thatifit’them‘to.Lenih's des-
cription;ofuthemSecond;International:leaders_asmtSocial Imper-
ialists',AmThé,reluczance;of"theuSovietrUnionmto supply arms
to,the'Ealestinianswto;rg:establishatheir,national,rights,'
aggompanieduby;vacillations}and,manoevres4in;Midd1e»East pol-.
itics,‘refusai;togregpgnise:the[legitimate Government-of Cam-
bodia ledwby“Sihanouk“until“theiiatterFsuvictorycbecame;certv
ain, aremélear;indica;iqnsgof;the;Soviet_backing of the nat-
ional libérations"struggles;only;tO'the«extent-that they can
controlgand;divert;them*wtihe:relative;increaseuin supplies
of_axms,to;Nofth§Vietnammafter*thetmidﬁsixtieswwas thus to
checkﬂthe‘fast:detérioration:in~Soviet%Nortthietnam relat--
ionship, and .was meant:. to.exert.pressure on the latter. The
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20—year:IndO*Savietftreatyris'a*military;p&ttg‘the,nature‘and
extent”of-whith'hasfhardlyranY*parallei"in“the}tri‘continent.
While realising this basic change'in'the'SoViet.foreign policy,
we must recognisezthat'weaareathecreticallyfinadequate_in this
area until:weuhave:aufullerwunderStanding'ofzhbw.this happened,
andAuntilgwe¢haweLdevelapedﬂa;61assmanalysisnof¢the,present.
Soviet state;and;havefexamined“closelyﬂthe;specifiC'struCture
of its-political economy. :

9. .. Politically, the US.and.the.USSR:play.the same role. The
US“is*undoubtedly;in:aamuchxbetterupositien:to;export counter-
revolution»directly:and“throughtpuppet”regimes,.While the active
military.involvement“of“the“USSR'iS'restrictedrat‘the moment to
certain areas .of the worldzonly..tHowever;itheaideological effect
of Soviet.revisionism.acts.as a.counter-revolutionary force
against.progressive:movementS“throughout the .world, while the
USSR is posing-as- their ally. Thus, strategically. the two com-
bined'are.thetmain“enemie5f0f~the‘wcrld‘s:peoples,g Tactically,
one or.the‘other;willxbeithe*dominant"hostileiforce-dépending
on the specifiCjsituation,in.different:countries'and-areas of
the world.. It .will be adventurism not.to.take note of the spec-
ific.strength.that.the: US possesses, and it.will.be opportunism
if we choose-to .depict the.Soviet'Unionxas*merely a country
‘betraying’ the”worid’s'revolutionary forces.

1).. The objective weaknesses .of imperialism in.general, and the
. US in particular, .are today .more pronounced than.ever. Following
the 1939*45vWar,'increasingiéreas¢offthe“worldiwereuremoved from
the imperialist»orbit;::National“liberation;struggles have dealt
great-blows;totimperialism.'uRivalrie51betWeen.imperialist powers
-are intense; and trade_and currency wars .are.increasingly feat-
uring in their relations. .The 'dollar.empire' received a con-
siderableéblowuwith’themending»oftdollar-gold convertibility, in
August:1971;1while;such;pactsuas SEATO and CENTO have become
considerably’weak4:iThis.decline.has.been.reflected.in the inab-
ility of . the-US to.control fully- the :UN.over  the past few years.,
In this situation the-crisis-ridden US-.administration has been
increasingiy:unableftoneapezwith-the:rising-struggles“of its own
people:whomplay;an:important“parttinuthe;antieVietnam war move-
ment..'Invtheyimmediate:sense?the:US“is;stili:a:real tiger, but
its essentially:paper?natureubecomes%clearer;yearrby year.

11, In the«epochsof:the.collapse'Of'imperialism‘the fate of the
Soviet revisionism.cannot be any better . than that of the US.

The treacherous role that:Soviet;revisionism:plays is being in-
Creasingly recognised by the peoples of the world.

Fight against Imperialism

The tri-continent

12. Since the.last war the main ‘revolutionary struggles in the
world have developed.in-.Asia, Africa and Latin America. In -
China, North.Korea.andtNorth'Vietnam,“socialism“is being con-
structed after?victorious:people!S'warStagainst;foreign and dom-
estic reaction;p:National'libération.struggles:ccntinue in the
southernApartiof:Vietnam;“in“Laos:andtin Cambodia.: The heroic
fight:of.the:Indochniese"peopleSito“expel:thenUS'aggressors and
smash domestic-reaction;had:a;gxeat:influence on revolutionary
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developments-all.over the world..:These.successes have yet .
again prqved'that“it:is:notwecbnOmitpor;militaryﬁmight that ,
always succeeds;,buﬁ‘the'pﬁortorﬁSmallpnatiQns;cgnadeféat
aggression when. theit cause is just.: -

13. Similar.struggles .are dgvelopingﬂagainsthritiSh,ﬁPort-
uguese and#whiﬁe:Soutthfricantcoloniaiismﬁinmthefcontiﬁent

of Africa. Recentlygipeople*S‘wars;ianuineazBissauvreached
an importapt,neW“stage%with“thexdefeat:of;the“Portuguese

army and’the:declaratiohgQf~a;severeignuand:indeﬁendent,rep-
ublic.: Ihiaznumber;qftcountries;in:different;parts;of the;
wdrld,.armed“struggletis<developing:against:Iocal“teactionary
ruling classes. . ThgseIegperiences;continuailx=iliustrate'the-
correctness of .Mdo Tse%Tungis:dictum;that"Lpolitiéal.power

grows out of“thewbqfrel of a gun’'. ,

14. The growthiof démoéiatictahd“revoiutionanﬁ,fdncesnhasf
assumed a.significant- level- in South Asia, - The.fight.of 'the
BengaliApgople;against.the:West’Pakistani;miiitazy,diqtatara
ship was welcomed in“ourfresolution”intOQtOber,IQZlf;’The}.
sthggle_hasmnot;succeededfin.athieting:nétional"selff g
determination;.dueuto;thehcompradqr:bQUrgeoisgleadership.of
the strugglé;'aS“WeEpéinfed‘out“in:theﬁreSQIUtion; However,
the revolutionary forteSAwho.carried*a;paréllel“stfuggle'for
democracy.and advanqegtqﬁsocialism haveacpntinuedmtheir.fight

with opposition.tbendianuexpgnsiqnism'agHiSQviet;revigiqniSm, T

15. - The struggles in;the‘txi§¢ontiﬁent-aféléoing'thnoughq "
different.Stages;”iéd:byidffferéntfdevelopiqgﬁleadershigs;'
ranging5fromMMafxistﬁlehinist:revqiutipnariesffo bourgeois.
nationalists,;‘Ihsofar:as.ailfthéseugtrdggieéﬁdﬁmonstraté'a
grqwing‘awarenessqu;the;nature'of:imberihliémféhd a_desire.
by the masses- to imprpVETfheir'qonditions;“wewsupport‘them.
This suppdrt;willgencourage,the'wdfking1c1ass in its fight.
fdr”hegemonyfjn;thgiaht;eimperialist-mOVement.:

16. - Althoughﬁpopulaiisﬁruggles:havethadmeno;maus successes, |
they,haVenalsp sqﬁf§fedfaqfew“defegts”aS#Weilg;'The,tragiq.
evehtswqffEast:Behgal:(ﬁpw;BangladéSh)ijri:Lanka and Chile
teach:many'1esSons:byvnegativqfexamples;:'Aé;p@ﬁt,oﬁFthe,_ :
internatidnal:COmmuﬁist'movément;'We“haveltheuright and duty
to criticise;and'condemn;the,leaderships;responsibleu, We - .
whbleheartédiy’extehd;puriSUqurt:to’théxpeople:in.their .
strugglé againStjrepressive?regimjsiintthéif;cbuntries- Such.
svents necessitate the furtheringﬂbfibur:uﬁdQIStanding of:
the variable roles of. the .bourgeoisie through.the studies

of the policieszof;revolutionarytorganisatignsawithin:Ihese
countries. - - .

17. Studies on.the role.of.the 'national:bourgeoisie’ will
help to understand;why-manxatri:continental;countries.today
proclaim neutrality«andfclaimttbitreadvthefpath_éf non-
alignment,;”Thoughitheafinal.defeattoftimpprialism in these
countries  is decidédmby;the"Vigtory;ofithe{workiﬁgﬂclass,andq
its‘étrategichailies;:nevertheless;the;progreSSiVe'orlvacill-
ating;roies"of*séﬁpions:of.the;bomfgebisieziWhich creates
problems- for therSihnd;the;ﬁpvietypowér;blbqgvin,their’
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attemptS'to;cont:olgpqliziesqof"thesexsemi?coi@nﬁal=countries,
are of tacticaltimpnrtanuéz:iWeamustmremember“in:this-reSpect
that in the"semi%feudal‘and:semi*capitaiist;countries the social
stratification;is;moreﬁcompiex;thanithat;ofzadvanced countries
like Britain;;tUnlike;Britainy:Where;the;p;incipal:centradiction
is:betweenicapitalfandtlabour;"in;thertri%tontinental.countries~
‘the'conflict:df;th@se:twoumnstﬂantaganistiC“classes:has not yet
come-tO'thexfare;;;In:theseucountries.therenareaa number of
contradictionsawithfdifferenttclass*aiignments1and;whi1e all con-
tradictions,gintthe&1@ng;run,:are'reduced:ta;that“between capital
and:labour;zdue:attentimnsgarextu*be;paid:tDioﬁhermcontradictions
'SO'aS‘to:bringﬁaboutithEﬂmajUrfclasstconflictiontOithe»surface.

tries;atemporarilymaway;fzommalignment;withheitherzof the: super-
powers weakeningathemlatteris”supmemacy-inﬂthE'UN;Lin such reg-
ional bodies aSﬂthe%OAS,tand“the“general*movesItD“strengthen'
state sovereignty“as*illustrated>in-the.campaigns*to protect fish-
ing and mineral.rights  of the medium-and-small:-maritime nations.
ImperialismwiSitoubewdefeated"byithefbroadestaPossible united
frontx0f;ailuprogreSSiye:paopie,::In:this;united*front,,the vac-
illating seetionSﬂofmthe:bourgeoisie;hame:amtempcrary;and-limited
role_to»playuas;distinguishedafrom“therrole:of;the.workers;vpea—
sants;and'patrioticnmiddlemciasses1whichﬁhaveﬂa long term, strat-
egic éspect;a'ThetUN“today provides .a .useful forum for. anti-
imperialistipropaganda,:thoughuit cannot be used as an instrument
for the objective expresion.of the-will "of the peoples of the
world. -

18. ..So we welcome:-the opposition-of many tri-continental coun-

Western Europe

19, . National*liberation.struggleSZare.rapidly'exacerbating the
inherent’contradictionsToftmonppoly”capitalism.and:imperialiSm.
The repeatedugurrency-crises;“trade:wars,.acceierating export of
capital,care~manifestationsaof.theseicontradictions; An impor-
tant by-product;ofrcapitalist“rivalry and. crisis is- the weakening
of the-postewar“agreementwahichzresulted.inithe-formation of
NATO, Britain,.the one-time prime.imperialist.power, finds it-
self more,and,moreuunder"attack;':It*hasfjoined’the EEC in an
attempt,to;increaserthe"rate.of.profit:onfitS"investments at home
and abfoad..'Membership:of“thezCommvn;Markétfgoes.hand-in hand
with the.intensified:attack;uponwthe rightsand conditions of the
British:workingfclass;tand:asnsuch'wezhave;and.we:will continue
to oppose Britain's entry. '

20. British_membership“gf"the"EEC;anduthe;weakening of the
'specialfrelatianshiplﬂwithitheiUS:illuStrates'the;nature of the
new contradictions‘developingtbetweeﬁ'theaUS:andLWest European
states;iiThe-evolutioniof“thE'independentﬁforeign,policy of French
governments;follows~the'end“of"the'Fourth.RePUblic,“demonstrated
by théir_pressures'tonrejegtw‘dollar:imperialismfiand-US nuclear
hegemony has -been a-positive .factor.in.lessening US:dominance

over West EurapeanjCapitaiist:powers;.'Thejplan'ofithe EE€ coun-
tries to form_their,own:superéstatezin"an“attempt;to”become a
third supeprWGr.creates.difficultzprobiemS'forjthg'USuand the USSR.
The working‘class_in;Britain?canTtake;advantage;ofithese rivalries
between the imperialists and:capitalists,:as:such“developments
will not only weaken' the main enemies-of the world's peoples,
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but also-these;create“contradictionsfaméngst;theabourgeqi§ié“:
groups  in Britain. S e s 2 F

21. The“worldlcriﬁis:ef“eapitaiismzrépreéented”as clearly
within'theMEEC:as;eisewhETETBY'commodityuovérproduction and
monetary"instabiiitY*makestinternationai“capitalist3qoﬁ l
operation  imperative-but unstable: The paternalistic and °
counter~revolutionaryﬂnotibnxthat“British;workexs:need'ruling
class internationalismﬁinxorder"tordeveloppworkingzclass inter-
nationalism.must:be rejected.

Eastern Europe

22. The invasion-of Czechoslovakia by Soviet revisionism
marked a new<phase.in2thetpoiiticalﬂdevelopments“of Eastern
Europe. Thedictatorship.of the .proletariat.had never been
consolidated‘in“EasternfEurope;"the‘process;of.dégeneratipn
here is much.fastervthan“thatuof“the"Soviet'Union.' The new
ruling forcesiare.diVidedtamong“themselves_differing in their
attitude‘towards:MDSCGWtwith'an:increasingiy:strong;tendencyf
for independence,fromﬂit;'“StressesJcanibe:observed operating
upon_the:Warsaw.Pac;;"butiaS‘YettSoViet_control_is still =
considerable..;However,tthe‘independentﬂpdlities;of;countries'
like‘Romania-have:aidedJsimilar.pressureS“fOr-Change'in-cher
East European countriestas.evidencédtinwthetreCent Helsinki
preparatory.taikstfor;thezplanned_ﬁEuropeantSecurity Confer-
ence'. wThese;diVisionsuamongTthe“east:Europeanirevisionists
are to be‘encouragedﬁtowthevextenttthey:createMproblems for
themselves"andifor*the.Soviet:leaderss-but_we should not
confuse these:developments:Withtworkingtciass advance.

Socialist Camp

23. In theifight:against:impgriaiism:the;revolutionary
peopletof;the“sociaiist;countries:haveia"vital;role'to play.
By‘consoiidating?thE"dictatorship:ofithe:proletariat they
are able to beéest-oppose the-class enemies:-:1In" the forefront
of_the‘socialist:campﬁare.Chinaiand.AIbania;m;Both are con-
solidatingfthe:dictatorship:ofatheiproletariat;through con-
tinuing the class struggle. . In~China-this has.taken the ex-
emplary:. form.of .the:Cultural Revolution.

24.:AIttis;theuduty:of;theuSocialisttcamp;% consisting of
Albania, China;iNorth'KOTea:andrNorth.Vietnami;vto:extend moral
and material support),-as.appropriate;-to the.people fighting
for national liberation-—and socialism.~Strategically, the
internal,contradictions,are,primexand<thETefdre tdactical
attitudes.towardsmbourgeois:atateS'must;serve‘the'intereSts
of . the internal:progressive:forces;;wThe:dictatorship of -

the proletariatﬁin?the.socialist:countries:ailoWS”additional
opportunities.to;fight:worid:reaction:on:a'diplomatic‘level,
although;at.allAtimes:aidzand;diplbmacyiare:an.auxiliary form
of struggle;'pTheTVietnamese:comradESWhave:ampiytdemonstrated
how to,combine-poiitical,;military:and"dipiomatic struggles.
The vacillating:bourgeois:states%join“the:united"front with
“the socialist countries to exploit.the contradictions between
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the superpowers, in:their-owniclass interests.: :The socialist.
states must-.use:these diplomatic.gains; lowever .temporary, for
revolutionary radvance.forcing ‘the ruling:class to.retreat further
from their class positions.. :Aid and .diplomacy.help.to heighten
internal .class-contradictions :if.the benefits .of .these are exper-
ienced by the masses. ' ' o

25. _The-contradictions which may .appear:from.time.to time between
the diplomatic:struggles 6f the .proletariat.statés.and.’the polit-
ical struggles-.of the proletariat outside such states are non-
antagonistic. '

The international strategy

26. The aggressive-and.countersrevolutionary _policies of US
imperialism and.Soviet.revisionism.are:bound.to fail. The natio-
nal democratic.and.socialist revolutionary movements, the two
great historical currents-of our:time, complement each other and
together with.all-round.support. from. the socialist.-countries con-
-stitute.the .main.elements-of.the.international strategy against
imperialism. -

The international-Marxist-=Leninist forces

27. .Certain . positive.lessons.can.be.learnt from.the break-up of
the international;cdmmunist;movement;in;the;‘SOs"and 60s.. One
feature.of.these has.been.to underline the primary.responsibility
each communist :organisation.has for'making Its own analysis and
developing.suitable.forms of .struggle.against its immediate
ruling.class.:.But:becausethe .communist:movement .cannot be but .
internationalist-the policies and.political records.of.all Marxist-
Leninist organisations-.must be:open:to:questioning-and criticism
while developing'closer'andtcloserilinkSTBetweenﬂthem.‘_Such dev-
elopment requires :full equality of:the.organisations irrespective
of their size, and frank-exchange.of views:in:.a fraternal manner.

28. In.recent.years.some aspects of.Chinese.foreign policy have
caused:concern within .the CFB- We .raised:with.the CPC questions
relating .to:Bangladesh, .Sri .Lanka .and more :particularly the Brit-
ish Marxist-Leninist movement.—Unfortunately .we have had no reply
from the CPC, nor.has thére been any analysis .published by -the
Chinese comrades.on the recent-.developments .in.their foreign pol-
icy.

29 . The world .Marxist=Leninist .forces':have-not .developed as rap-
idly as .seemed .probable in the 1960s.:"Splits .and.divisions have
occurred .where opportunities .seemed.to .exist.for.the creation of
national .Marxist-Leninist parties.

30. Howéver,ftheseﬂevénts'have_demonstrated;thatirev01Utionary
parties cannot be-“successfully formed on a:basis .of:.anti=revisionism
alone,.but‘they;require:theuconScious,assimilationxand:application
of the.living science of Marxist-Leninism. @ :Where these lessons

have been .learnt,.the~last decade-has provided invaluable exper- .
ience for:the completion of the world's revolution.

Section C. . THE BRITISH SITUATION

31. Britain's decline:.to.a.second.class.imperialist.force after
World .War-.2-has. led:her . te-seek.a:form.of:parity with the two
super-powersthrough.the EEC, see para. 20." “Though:this develops
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aucontradiction-withmthémziﬂritaiggstiflffédui?eg-thé1ﬁ§iﬁﬂaf.ﬁs
imperialismﬁta:neufraiisé*aﬁyﬁfﬁtuiefthaiiéﬁgEﬁfrDm the USSR
and :Comecon. ~ - .o a0 LT TR TR R o

32, A'complex*patternfﬁfftﬁnfiiét*anditulfusfcniheéﬁébﬂﬁBritain
andnthe‘superpawems?isﬁseentintthETréﬂistributéd#sphéfes'bf
infiuence:in:thattri%tbntfnentai”CQQHtriE§:‘jWhiIéfthe US and
theﬁUSSRicontend“tﬁ?tﬁkéfﬁﬁér;théncqipniesfanﬁfthe“nBOﬁcg;onies
of  Britainj:she-v %Uperaféshwith”;hé*USiagainst:TherSSR;bn_nat-
ional-liberation-struggles.. = ' - . R

33;A:The‘mainzenemﬁﬂ@fﬁthetwnrkingtciasSiand*its:glligs,is Brit-
ish:imperialism:ur@urvpresenttstageitheréfufé&istbﬁeg@f building
the"forceStand*1eadershiptfortthetSocialist*revpiptiqn; to. over-
thrOW¢andfsmashfthe:p?ésehffﬁtﬁteimachine;tandtinstitute the
dictatorship:of:therprcietariatfieﬂ;byﬁafmarxis‘ Leninist party
with“thetcorrectzpuiitit&i?pbiitﬁas“fariWG;kingaciass;adVahte@t
In'the,present“situﬁtiﬁﬁt*WithfComﬁuniﬁtifdrceSﬁstiiljweak_and
inexperienced;:ourffirstﬁpribrif?”iéfté“diéwftlepﬂilinesnpfgdém'
arcation"betweenfterrettfaﬁdfincnrtéttipoiiticai*tendenc;és,y,H
develop~our~masswwcrkjtandtabuvetaii:buildwthefGFB as a pre-
requisite:for:formingtarCUmmunistTParty::gﬁ(See“Sections D and
E) SRR D e W asa N .

34. The"decraasingisttengthﬁnf:theiBritishﬁrﬁling“Cla§$ is
now to:amlarge:extent:masked*ByfthétWeakﬁe$Sibf]théfrévolrf
utionary:movement=in.Britain’ Economicallyand-politically
the1British:ruiing?cia33ii ﬁaitrisisﬁwhichiisvnbtlpnliﬂpgrt”f
of'the"generai?woridﬁcfiSiS;mfﬁcapitéiismiandfimparialiamf. ‘
Sincef1945"Britain*stfnrcefasfdnffmperialisttpowgf'has,dra§t€,
icaliyﬂdeciinedaandﬂthefeﬂhaveﬂ‘eeﬁ?manyﬁimpbrfantﬁ¢héhgé§Lin
the~ecanomy;tuntiiﬁtaday?Eritainiéfag@S?astayseqondfclasqwﬂf
imperialist:pnwer:in"theﬁWUridfA;tThé?BritiéﬁjfuliﬂgfclaS$f
ownsmsomeaofrthe:most%autdatedﬁaﬁdﬁ1east*profitab1q means of
prOdUction;:aﬂsituatibntthétfisieX&cérhﬁtedibﬁfits”dépendence
on internationalﬁtrader;vﬂowéver;jitmstili;haS‘ onsiderable .
foreign;investmentvandﬁintérhationaiﬂiinantiil: ower which |
partﬂytdisguiéestits:&eciinéi“LB?itainﬁs@ciumbl;ngﬂ;xaditiohal
heavy*industry?baSEfiéinnaﬁiéifb:withSﬁanﬁﬁfdreignggémpetﬁ3
ition;tand:thetpise?ofﬁnveiﬁﬂﬁStriex:néqeésitatesffapidv.L”

restructuringtiffprofitsware”tétﬁéfmdiﬁtained;jLetlalgneL'
indreasedTT:TheTBTitiShffﬁiing?éiééSLié“fhﬂs’facéd with the
probiemﬁoftcapitaitnecessary:fortthetneW”industzial sector
beingtstii1:mainiytconcenttateﬂtinttﬁetoﬂﬂer;heavxwindustrial
sector;;;fThe:tonsequencestpfﬁthé:thahges;pdtiinéd“inﬁthis, '

para.“have:nottbeenfanaiysédﬁbyﬁthE“Marxi§':ﬁeniniSt’mﬁvemenf,;
and shouidhhe:reghrded:as:anﬁUTgéntﬁtasktﬁarﬁthe‘CFE. o

.....

35. . In;this;crisiSfthetruling%tiass;is:increasingly_forged,
to mountrattackSﬂon:wnrk%rSﬁ%Tivingﬁéfaﬁdar&szapﬂﬁdemocrqtié
rights;ﬁ“InsteadzufTWQEEStbéing*détermfngﬁiinflocaliséd
struggles;betweenueachtempibYeT:ahdfthbs?:ﬁé:e@plOYs;"the,;
Stateuisancw:piayingtatgrewing»pattfin“attemptingfto'cpntrol
thiS'process::;ﬁszatresuit*uftﬁbth“sn%tqiiedifihdustriglf
relations{:1awswanﬂtpritesiahdﬁihtbm@s%paiicieé;ﬁthe_workihg
class.is:facing:aﬁcombined”andtdirect:attatszrpm,the_indaJ
ividuai:empluyersTandtthezState;mﬁthinEitﬁSuchz@eVelopments
of state?monupo1yﬁcapitaiism?agaipjrgisefthg“threat of..
fasg%sm’;aAtithe:Sémeftiméritﬁcauses:increasingftpntradictions
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within thehrulingﬁclass;:teaches;impnrtant“lesﬁons to the
peoplewabout:stateﬂpoweriand@helpsWdéstroy“illysiops about the
potentiaiuof%ﬁreformingt*capitaiismr'VAtftimesﬁihpweyer, the
British-ruling=class~still uses its other-tactic,~that of 'lib-
eralismt;ﬁbftreformstand"conceSsionSt‘tditonfuse”and‘diSarm '
"theupeople;::Thisrdeceivesra*sectionﬁoftthetworkers'and'is an
important:cause:cfﬁreformism?andfrevisionism*withinfthe working
"tlass movement. ' o o

36;n.Amgrowing;numbertofuwcxkersvare:seeing;through‘the facade
'of»bourgeoiszparliamentaryvdemocracy:andiare‘seeking'an alter-
'native?althoughtas?yetﬁnutfﬁntafpoliticaiiy:consciOUS level.
WOrkérsifstruggles:fvrtthetprotectidn:andfimpTOVEmént of living
standardSﬁandﬂwvrkingfcoﬁditiOnsﬂagainstrthetencroéthments of
capitaiism:are:predominant;fdespite:the:TUCEStclass'collaborf_
ationtand“concerntforfthe“capitaiiét;6conbmy;tthefopen acqui-
escence'cffmostttradeiunibnf1eadership31tomanti&unibn'legislat-
”ion;iand:the:poiiciesioffdeiiberate:conciliatinniproposed by
1abounipo1iticians;:theseiapparently;economic~strugg1es nec-
“esSarilythecome:a:poiiticéitstruggie:againsttthéHWealthy minor-
ity~of-landlords,:industrialists and-financiers and their tail
of administrators;=lawyers etc..who own- and .control industry
in*Britainttoday:ttMiners;ihbspitalﬁWbrkers;tbuilding workers
andtotheTSthave:resisted:wage:freeze“restraints,;suffered
arrest-and-imprisonment-in-defiance of ruling class law. As
state;institutions:and”the:media;“backed:up-by.the judiciary
and police,datta;k;workers*ﬁrights:andforganisatidns,vthere‘
iS‘developing;awareness"that”Tpciiticai:powerfis’the organised
useiofﬂforce;byTonefciaSSTinforder‘totkeep“another class ‘in
subjection.' ‘ “

_37¢:;Its;history;as:theifirst?capitalist;ruling;class and ‘the
:first;imperialistZPDWer:1argelyfdéterminesrits:presént pos=
itionw- Similariy;:theﬁidediﬁﬁ?ﬁand_pbiitits;prbduced during
this.period-ofiworlid:dominance-had-a-considerable effect-in
weakening:the:workingxciass:andﬁitsﬁailies‘in;Britain. This
is .demonstrated:in-artenderncy: towards chauvinism and racism
.which:iszbeiﬁg:usedaincreasingly;infrulingaCIaSS'propaganda
'and;legisiation;:suchras'thé?ImmigrationzAct;'to:oppress'racial
minorities;and:attempttto:developzdangerous;d’visionévin the '
.working;ciass;:;A:fxagmentedhtrade;unionzmovement,*togethér
withureformistasociai?demvcratic_pdlitics,'still:fdrms a major
dbstacleito:revolutionaryfchangé:?’Itzis:also»important to com-
bat' the:sexist:attitude.deeply rooted-at all.levels in con-.
-sidering.any:revolutionary: advance.of. the. British working
class;;“wAlthough:sexismffi;e;;discriminationg'oppression and
“exploitation:based:solely:on-difference of sex): is not a dir-
'xect"product:of:imperiaiist;ideoiogy;“the&latter;strengthens
women's-.oppressionzandrexploitation through:all its instit-
ﬂ‘utions;and;uses:the:myth:of:womenfSTinferiority to divide the
working class.

38. -The :main.political: representation of.this.social-democratic
tradition;iscthe;LabourtParty:'ﬁFoned“by?certainvtrade unions
t0'negotiate:fbr;themﬂin'Pariiament;'thisrfelationship between
theﬁtwo;main;reformisxrforces;has:notzchanged‘sincefthen in any
qualitative way. -This-organisation; which has. mass working
class;support;tis:nevertheiess:a.bourgeoisrparty.' The comst-
itution:@f;the;Eartyrclaims*control"from’beiowg'but;it has been
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amply prqvedﬁthatathe;xank;and;file;havenvirtugily%noggontrpl over
the decision*making"prgcess;_;Undoubtediy.the;Labour.Party,is just
another executorsof capitalism,; duping:the workers with its. .
'sdcialistﬂ@phraseoiogyi:which:ispinﬁessgn;eyrgférmist and
corpora;ist;;;Our;tactics'andtspyategyrtoward5+it should.-be
"“workedxout"inwthisglight:and:bearing;ingindj;he;regent-, Lot
exacerbations.of:the:contradiction between the.Labour, rank and
file.andztrade;unionistsmonfthemone:hand;Mcaused by the Ind-
ustrial?Reiations¢Act;;HouSing:Finance;Act;;Wage_Freezes, and
the,Labour;Partyis"leadershipls;openiyropportuﬂist stance on
,.suchuissuesmt;i;e,:oppgsingfthem:in_words;bu;LSUpporting,the,
“ruling;classfin“the;name;ofmuphoiding:thegnonstitu;ion;;,These

are’thersameWissuesbwhich:have:forceduthe;TUi1$ader5hip,;under
pressure;fromLthe:rankwandffile,;to-vqice;the;qontradictions;
withinzthe@Labour,Rarty;in}order;toamaintain“their:own-facade
of‘solidari;y;withfworking;classminterests.e§Weﬁmust~not‘ailow
workersatoﬂbe:taken;in:by_the;forced-face:savinguﬂshift to the
.1eftf.of_theuLabqur;Rarty;“;sWehmust;point:out=that the nation-
alisation;proposeduby%theiLabourzPa;ty is.no real.shift: to. the
left:aswthe;industriES"come;under;the-¢ontrol;of.thegb0urgeois
state;z“This;does.npt;meantcont;oi,by'the;people,vbut,mores
effective_controi;by:the:bou;gegisieu

39.. The;revolutionary;tendency;that-wasgdemonstrated;by the-
formatiqn;ofthe;Communist:?artyiof,GreaiuBritain;(CPGP) was.
never,fUlly;reaiised;inﬂthe:creation;of;a&revolutionary',; o
Strategy;for;theaBrttishiworkingfclass;”.The final authority

of theﬂCommunist:intetnaticnai,hadzcertaintattractions,for,
the~immediate“post%war:periodiwhen'a:European;Soviet.RePubliq
was.expected.to-be won:within.months .or-at the.most a very few
yearsﬁzm.But,when¢§his:failed;tp;materialise;the"British Party,
like,manymothers,;wasﬁieftphighaand;dry,ydependent~fop;itsm-
strategx'and;at”timestevenmigsftactics'ontthewdecisions of. .
.internationa1~meétings;;:Self:nélianﬁe;;the;objectivevcorollary
of'building;Spcialismpin;one'-ountry;»was:never,practised
becausevofdaﬂfalse:viewmofuinternationalism:;;LSelffreliance'
in"thisgcontextameanstcreatinguaniideologicallyfmatureqand:
“experttcadreéfarce:capableioffapplyingfMarxismﬁbeninismuto
British'conditionsiand;an.effeqtive"leadershipﬂto_give; o
optimum»support;forzdecidedmpoiicy;" By the end:of' the Second
World.Wanmthe;CEGBWhadeegeneratedtto_theustatewwhepe-it.tailed
_behind'thenmassﬁSOGialidemacraticqmavement;;“anvunwelcome,.mili-
tant but essehtiailyureformistﬁjunior*partner»to:the‘Labour
Party..
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40. - .The:present:politicat-sttuatien-is-a~direct .product of this
experience.. ..The:EREBinveffect blames-its reformist .politics on
the:working:classy:arguing-with: 4Imost classical-revisionist
opportunism~that+workers have to be -won~to-vote 'left' as a pre-
condition”tO"further#advante:“TAtftheramE“timéfthese-politics

~ ofrgradualist-advance~lead to:the-economist-belief that indus-

" "trial- struggles:provide:the experience which will lead to rev-

olutionary:poeiitical-change:- TherCPGB is-characterised by dog-
- matisminithespolitical-defence:iof-its~'programme® and bureau-
~cracy-intits=style~of work:both:tewards people-within the Party
‘who~disagree-with»the:Patty. and- those-otitside- the-Party. The
‘programme-itself-=-*BritishsRoad:to: Soctatism’ = revises the
‘Marxist=keninist-teachings:that:the: bourgeois-state must be
'smash&d wand~cannot-be:nsed: in; the-construction: of Socialism
‘under=:ardictatorshiprof-thesProletariat:-- It is-only a hypo-
“theticai-bilueprint~for what-might: happen-when a 'left'
Labour/CPGB. government comes- into-being.  While the CPGB is a
relatively powerful paper organisation . we should .bear in mind
that some members are active  communists engaged in day-to-day
struggles and-are-at times extremely critical .of the 'British
Road'. .- It.is..to.these comrades, perhaps .long-made cynical by
revisionist.politics and methods-of work; "that-we should direct
part of our attention.

41. A section of.the anti-revisionist-movement .has, in a dis-
torted form, - produced:its-:own-variadnt:of revisionism. The
Communist Party of Britain:(Marxist-Leninist)- (CPB{M-L)) appears
to believe -that:political theory-can:oniy:be developed when the
massesS-are ready.: ~Whatever their:differences:with the CPGB,
their methods: of :manipulationy: their attempt:to-mechanically
impose. a leadership on-the movement;-and.a-thoroughgoing econ-
omism, are.all hallmarks of:British-revisionism. - Especially evi-
dent in their-approach-is-the..incorrect equation.of economic and
political.struggle; - notably:their-comparisons between the inev-
itable, continuous-and:disconnected wage battles- in factories and
the conscious.potitical strategy-of guerrilla war developed by
the Chinese.and Vietnamese comrades.

42. .In contrast .with both: the-:-revisionist~.CPGB: and.the distorted
anti-revisionism: of .the CPB(M=L)) are:the”various  Trotskyist
tendencies. - These.groups have an .incorrect-understanding of the
role.of a.revolutionary:vanguard:party, believing that such a
vanguard will .in:itself transform a crisis .of capitalism into a
revolutionary situation'and the seizure.of:state .power. The
International Marxist Group.and Inteérnational Socialism move rap-
idly from one struggle to another in search.for.a slogan or a
new. form.of movement which' will:'.convince the masses that the time
for 'revolutionary leadership' is-ripe.::The-IS.have recently
been -concentrating:efforts into.economist:work in .factory and
shop floor organisatiens, and:have.therefore .submerged the overall
political and cultural struggle into-a.desperate search for dec-
isiveustrikeuaction.':TheuSocialist*LabourtLeague,'similar to IS
in its industrial-orientation; has .adopted-a.political and organ-
isational form:which mirrors:the bureaucracy-and commandism. they
simultaneously .attack in the .revisionist.€P:- .In relation to. the
principal ‘conflicts in the-world.today:~ the national liberation
struggles in .the tri-continent = the:Trotskyists find themselves
. in a dilemma:as.they follow Trotsky's  'Permanent  Revolution'
which- rejects:.the concept-of:the democratic.stage.of revolution-
ary development' in:.the semi<feudal countries. Thus; they cannot
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explain the nature of the revolutionary - movements in these
countries, and whenithey attempt to analyse these movements the
'Stalinist' leadership has to be made to be seen .selling out

the movement. The growth of ‘the various Trotskyist groups ‘ind-
icates an increasing-acceptance- by some:advanced elements of

the working class and their allies: of"the :need.for revolutionary
politics: ‘but-the inevitably self-defeating nature of the
Trotskyist analysis results in-discouragement and.apathy amongst
militants who .have seen-their tactics:and policies fail. There
is ansurgent-need to:recruit:such cadres.into :the discipline of
a Marxist-Leninist-approach-to militant:action..-In order to

aid such a“recruitment it will be necessary .to undertake a
thorough :analysis .of the Trotskyist movement.

43. We for our part must draw:demarcation.lines between our-
selves and :these "left' and right opportunist . trends. We
recognise that the:creation of a revolutionary strategy and the
building of a2 Communist Party is a protracted struggle. It
demands an understanding that while the creation of revolut-
ionary theory- is an-essential'and:presentttask:whatevervthe_ ,
state of the movement, tlie development :of a.mass revolutionary
movement itself can .only come .from-the testing of this theory
in mass struggles. :Working-:class revolutienary.consciousness
and the Party.can.only develop dialectically .as the experience
of the .Russian and-Chinese revolutions-demonstrates. Mass
consciousness:and.correct leadership-cannot<be posed one against
the other as.if they are independent factors. '

44. More.specifically, social-democracy can.only be effective-
ly combated:and.destroyed by:consistently:posing alternative
policies which-start.from"a realistic assessment of the pres-

ent stage. - We ‘do~not-and must'not condone :or:accept present
illusions, but-our:political:organisational .and .tactical pol-
icies must be effective in mobilising workers and.their allies,
and must.not.be .geared:to some .desirable. future.state of affairs.

45. Only by grasping- this dialecticrbetween-freedom and necess-
ity, between-policy-.and.objective reality:, .can we both avoid the
error of: tailism-on- the one .hand, and:on:the other the left-
sectarian.error.of-the-'revolutionary-phrase', .which however :«
superb and :intoxicating -will only condemn:us.to.irrelevance. '
This section’ demonstrates  that-our-understanding.of the British
situation is extremely vague. -There-has been:no assessment of
the changes .in“theé-structural.and . economic.base of British
industry since-ithe war, or of:the .changing:.class .structure of
British society. .Despite:a developing-crisis within capital-
ism and movement towards corporatism, we have .not assessed the
changing nature.of the British state.. .In- the absence of such -
assessments .this.document is of:limited .guidance to ‘the: activ-.
ists and militants-of the: Labour movement... .Indeed, the doc-
ument reflects the weaknesses of.the revolutionary movement

and shows the vital-theoretical and practical tasks that have

to be carried out.in the coming.period. ~.Our 'central aim,
therefore, must be.:to.overcome . the weaknesses in order to dev-
elop a revolutionary:policy. ‘In this-way.only can we play .
our part in:cliallenging and:finally destroying .the decadent

and moribund system of British impérialism. - o
: - "R r
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POLICY STATEMENT-ON IRELAND.
INTRODUCTION S

It is both because ‘of-the. compléxity ‘of the struggle in Ireland
against British-.imperialism-and because of-its- importance to the
British working class-that-the CFB-did-not at:its inception adopt
an 'instant-line'~on~Ireland, but-instigated a-thorough-going
polemic among:-its membership:on:the-whole question. Following a
prolonged-and:piineipled: debate. a~General Meeting .was held on May
18th and*19thv--The: follewing motiéns-were passed-and form the
basis - of ‘CFB-policy+on. Ireland. ~The first -was passed with an
overwhelming -majoerity;+ the  second-unanimously. :

RESOLUTION (1)

ProgresSive”peopie“ianritainmare=facedawithatwb«movements in
British-annexed: Northerfi-‘Ireland: The minority community in the
region-has renewed its opposition-td.centinued:British rule there,
starting with a.movement: of democratic-¢ivil -rights in 1969. It
is fighting-the British state-politicalily-and militarily. The.
majority -cemmunity;, consisting of-descendants-of .colonial planters
and .led by .compradot-capitalists-and-landed-.gentry, stands for the
British .Crown=in oppesition- to:the minority.

These-twoustruggles:intNertherniIreland:axewa-produCt:of British
imperialism‘SaageboidapoiiCY'incirelandi‘ﬁTheirelationship between
Britain-and:.Ireland: has‘been-between-an exploiter and the ex-
ploited for the last 800:years. :.Imperialist:exploitation has kept
Ireland-industrially"baékward;"creatingwrivaiabourgeoiS‘groups and
deep séctarian-divisions:-amongst the pecple. -In the North, ind-
ustry has developed’ only.in‘ and around-Belfast:and .these too are
declining. "Separated:from.the-indigenous raw.materials of this
country new:.foreign-penetration-in: . industry .is on.the increase.
The ownership-.of'.theimeans~of production:«in- the--North is almost
exclusively in.the hands- of:British-big business.-..In the South,
industry  is..preportionately: 1less.developed:.and:.the domination of
foreign capitali.is-continually increasing.

The .uneven:development: of .industrialisation .in the north east and
in the rest of-Ireland which«is ' a by-product.of .imperialist
agrarian policy.necessitated-a:.dual-tactic.in exploiting the
geologic..econemic..and:manpower: resources-of..Ireland. ..Aided by the
British- imperial -market;scertain industries were.-found to be ad-
vantageous  through:capital investment.

North and..South:.Ireland:.combined is .Britain's:third largest market .
in the world. -.In recent times-74%-.of.the imports and 87% of the
exports.wf-Northein.Ireland have been:with Britain.. In the Rep-
ublic the respective:figures are 53% and 82%,

Due to geographical-.proximity.the close:.links-of .the economy of
both parts of-Ireland.with+the British:.imperial:market often take
the appearance: of- a  single economy:-~In essence- the - basic nature
of British exploitation-is’neo-colonialist-bearing witness in
puppet government,:in- the: backward: economy- dominated by agric-
ulture  in‘the deeline- in-‘traditional- industries.in the North and
in devastated population. - The se=called subsidies for Northern
Ireland are a:form of neo-colonial aid.
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The competing bourgeois groups-in:.Iretand:were divided-before the
present administrative partitioni--The-insistence by the British’
on.a united;Ireland?wouldxhave%resuited“inﬁBxitainulesing,the
north completely-:to=the propertied-classes-there. A partit-.
ioned:Ireland ensuzed-it:-thecmajor-political~and.economic con-
trol- over both-parts;-but-atsthe.-same:time-the-imperialist
'solution’ - of.a:divided-Ireland--continues~te obstruct the ind-
ustriai“deveiopment¢bf«therwhoiencountrynkeepingatheiqountry?s
resources spiit inte<:two.:Inuthis-situation; the-democratic
‘movement.that- has:centinued-since=1793~has-been:.rejuvenated

with aﬂnew~andTiastgphase%initheieonditionsﬁcreated«by:imper1
ialism's new- global crisis-in-the late 1960s.

Theuconsequence5a0£>such*awmovement"in“the_eratof»the'comﬁlefe
collapse-of-Britishrimperialism-are not unknewn: to.the British
bourgeoisieajaBritain*s-expioitativevinterests:can;be prolonged
only with a united:bourgeeisiein Ireland:::Such.unification is
not desired.by.the:northern-propertied classesas.they fear to.
lose ‘their dominating political power.: Britain.is attempting
to resolve- the  contradiction:between North- and .South exploiting
~classes. through:.thé: propesed council-of Ireland.

CFB realises.that:theuﬁivisiQnsE%hat;haveubeenwcreated amongst
the  Irish- working=class-constitute:the:main:obstacle to prog-
ressive.political:.advance: within Ireland..:0f prime concern is
the-oppo&itionaoﬁ;many'workers;in;the“nqrth,east:part of the
-country-.to the:forces:.in-the vanguard-ef:.the:.present struggles
against British:imperialism.~+To help:overcome: these divisions -
the CFB.as part-of-the:international-working class movement
will work. to:develop- links: with-thesworking-class forces

. thraughout'Irelandminathe%fightutomthrowweffathe{domination,of
all foreign-imperialism=and::to-help-.achieve=a-socialist rep-
ublic-as .advecated:by-the=frish- revolutionary forces.

The-enslavementvof~I£é1andﬁiSvthéﬁqnslaveméntaof.the;British
working people-as-well. .-We-demand-that-the-British state
sever all: imperialist-cennections-with both:parts of Ireland.
British:troops. out:of:Nerthern Ireland!! ‘

Solidarity with- all- forces  in-Ireland: fighting British
imperialism!! .

RESOLUTION (2)

Centuries of oppression' and repression-.of:basic democratic
rights will breed reactions:that: at:times impair the necess-
ary development of-unified class action to overthrow imper-
ialism and .move on-towards socialism;-such-as:worker killing
worker for .no:.other:reason:than  difference:of religion, and
must therefore.be opposed! o '

Where this happens.it.is-regrettable, but:at.all times and
on all occasiens:.therprime:.responsibility=for-all acts of
violence  that-lead:to: the: death:..of: innocent: workers lies
with the forces  of British-imperialism.
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ON THE “USEFULNESS'-OF-“ECONOMICS -OF PARTITION"

To comrades:who are:trying-to:construct a.coherent, scientific
analysis .of- the~irith-situation;-perhaps one: of the most in-
fluential .publications. proposing:the-*two nations’ line is the
revised-editionof:ECONOMECS: OF PARTITION,  produced by the -
British .and.Irish-Communist- Organisation: (BICO), .now an openly
revisionist..organisatien; .since thecrecent-domination of Nina
Stead's-sophisticated-*British~Road«to .Soecialism*- (THE COMMUN-
IST, No.59}.=.0n: the’ face-of- it; this~document-has- a wealth of
'fact'.(Norman-Mailer would use the-term 'factoid!'), is well-
argued- and: is-insthe-definitive:style- of one-B.- Clifford.

Comrade EK,:invhis:article-!Ireland:-and-the Colonial Question'
(MLQ--5, p+30;.note:7});.even-infers that-it is a most useful
work. - e el IpRT

I therefore.intend-to.show that.the.document: is; characteris-
tically of<BICO<revisienism, selectivé’in the-use of quotat-
ions- offered:for oursconsumption; - that:the:B. Clifford school
of argument.ignores any statement in:-their-own references run-
ning: contrary:to-their basi¢- ideological:-position: on Ireland;
and.consequently.« that: the: document  is-not.at-.all scientific.
It is-a%pity:that-comrade EK him$elf-did not see.fit to inves-
tigate.this matter-before pronouncing-on-its worthiness.

Two of .the most.basiciideologicdl.rocks.on:which- ECONOMICS OF
PARTITION is .founded comcern-1.- "The rise:of.the.Linen Industry
in Ulster,.and.2:-Ulster Tenant Right. '

In ECONOMLES- OF: PARTITION: the BICO:quote:a:.large number of
bourgeois’his;oxiansﬂqnvIreiandfas”aameansrbyawhich:torprove
their 'two rations':thesis: ~While: nét-being. averse to -quoting
bourgeois historiams;-in principle;: it-is.nevertheless a gross
distortion to.present=their:views  which' support one's position
whilst blithely:.dgnoring+their- views which:Tun .contrary to one's
basic- ideological position.: “Wherein-is<the:'usefulness' of
that? '

In ECONOMICS: OF: PARTITION, Ulster-Tenant-Right and-the rise of
the -Ulstér Linen:Industry.aré-paramount:in the: BICO's claim that
indigenous- Ulster petty=capitalism was.the basis .of ‘the uneven
economicidevelopment-in-Ireland-rather.than-this unéeven economic
development being:due:to 'external® influences by.the British
bourgeoisie in-—the:-18th-and:19th centuries.

'The .development of.the Linen: trade in Ulster
in-the-18th:tentury:created-a mass petty-
bourgeois-basis: for- the-development of capitalism
and- in- the.course-of: the-19th.century:large scale
industTy-arose: on' that basis"'

(ECONOMICS-.OF, PARTITION; p.25)
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The BICO’attempt‘fogshowrthétfdniyfthéfUiStermanvwasttapé :
able of generating:a-petty-bourgeois  market-while the catholic
Irish peasantry:was-incapable-of-doing:.50; this being due.
more-to.'indigenous': characteristics within the.Ulster prot-
estant population:rather.than:this-capitalism developing as

a result of.British:pelicy.: Comrade EK-echoes this theme :

'The:Plantations-were.made up- kargely of Lowland
-.Scots;:.~they- brought to.Ireland:a-new bourgeois. -
demecratic: political:outlook;-which expressed
~itself-ideologically-as/presbyterianism. - Sig-
nificantiy;«they:established: (not.without pro-~
-.longed.struggle) a-.new form:ef.land- tenure (The
~-Ulster-Custom) which«was-.bourgeois democratic in
essence as opposed-to the feudal relationsi of
production which:predominated throughout the rest
.- 0of Ireland'. (MLQ 5, p.26)"

As I-have already-.said,: the-BICO extensively quote from bour-
geois:histerians;, especially:Gill and-Bilack,:.to prove the. .
above argument, ‘which: comrade:EK.supports.: Therefore, these
sources -0f- information.on thenUlster Linen:Industry and Ulster
Custom will.now:be: reviewed to- show that-Black-and:Gill make a
whole. series:.of-:observations which-tend:to:contradict the
above .BICO/EK thesis. 2 y

1. . ULSTER:.TENANT:.RIGHT (OR: ULSTER CUSTOM)

'"ORIGIN: .The historical.origin.of:Ulster:Custom, like every-
thing else.which relates-to Partitien,:is: the subject of dis-
pute between-the-histerians-of the: rival-nationalisms .....
The historical-propaganda of Catholicsnationalism cannot.
admit-that anything:good.everi.came to-Ireland through
ProtestantaUlster}w“{ECON@M%CSiQF_PARTITION,1p@73

Thus.runsnthauBICO?inérﬂdudtioﬁmto Uister:Tenant Right, and:
they further ask :

'How did.it come about-that-tenant right got
established in-Protestant: Ulster before it.came
into- being in-Gaelic,-Catholic- Ireland?' (ibid):

-According;toefheuBlCO»(and presumably” comrade .EK) the simple
answer: is = : S "

'The Protestant: tenant-farmers: acquired coherence
as ‘a:class, and forced the-dandlords:to recognise
.(their.rights) through ciass-struggle, before the
Cathelic-peasantry: did-so' (ibid)

And furthermore, -they-assert that:it-is: Southern Catholic
Nationalist propaganda to suggest:that:.the Protestant
settlers were in-anyway favoured: over the: Gaelic, Irish
peasantry. .Quite correctly,.the BICO-peoint:out: that in
Ulster  tenant right.was maintained- against encroachment from
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the landlords by the .use of .force, if necessary. They quote
extracts from the .bourgeeis historian, Lecky, extensively, to
prove the point B ' _

'The Oakboys (organised bands of Protestant tenant-
farmers: -GM) appear to have first arisen: against the
Road Act-which ordered that all highways should be
repairednbyitherersonal.labour:of.housekeepers. It
was.stated that-the-landed .proprietors who const-
‘ituted the-grand juries had had many roads made
which:-were- of Tittle. or no use:to-.the community at
large, .and were-intended.for the exclusive benefit

of .their. own estates - ..... In addition ..... the
questicn*of‘tithesahadfrecently»acquired in the
North:; as well-as the South;, a new prominence ..... !

(IRELAND- IN- THE 18TH- CENTURY, Vol. .2)

'It was-in the- summer of:1763 that bodies of men,
sometimes 400 or 500 strong, assembled to the
sound.of the-horn, wearing oak boughs in their
hats. - They erected gallows, -attacked houses,
compelled clergymen to swear that they would not
levy more than a specific proportion of tithe, and
laymen that  they would not assess the county at
more than-.a stipulated rate, and assaulted all
whom they: found working on the roads. Dr. Clark
(Episcopal- Rector of Armagh) was seized and carried
in derision through various parts of the county,
and-.many- of the:clergy were compelled to take refuge
- Wwithin . the:walls of Derry. -The flame spread through
Armagh, Tyroene, Derry and Fermanagh.' (ibid)

And further :

'The conduct' of Lord Donegal brought the misery of
the Ulster peasantry-to a climax, and in a short
time many :thousands of ejected: .tenants banded tog-
ether under the-name Steelboys, at first almost
exclusively Protestant ..... They attacked many
houses and were guilty of many: kinds of violence,
andatheyfsoon;administered*illegal'oaths, and
undertook the-part of general reformers. One of
their number being consigned-at Belfast, a large
number of:- Steelboys  accompanied by: many thousands
of .peasants who neither before nor after took any
part in the insurrection;, marched upon that town
and-succeeded -in obtaining his release.' (ibid).

All of this is quoted.by the BICO-in-an attempt -to .show the mil-
itancy of'the'Ulsterutenant*farmer,when"confronted'by the att-
empts of landlords to remove or restrict his tenant right, which
is historically accurate as far as it goes, but'it does not .go
far enough. Because of Ulster national-chauvinism, the BICO
fail to objectively look-at-the  efforts:of the Catholic peasantry
in.the rest of Ireland in their attempts-to.achieve parity with
the Ulsterman's security of.land tenure. ~That the Catholic peas-
antry was .not successful in:this.objective: is not.a reflection
of their class passivity;: .of.their alleged feudal outlook; of
their alleged desire to maintain feudal.relations of production,
but was due to the fact that their oppression was sanctioned, as
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a matter of policy by-the British Crown; while repression
and restriction of the land rights of the Ulsterman when it
occurred was of a purely local character and .not sanctioned
by the British'state apparatus.

Gill's views on.the-land question-.are . not taken -up by the BICO
simply because his:views.do not.accord with:what the BICO
would have  us -believe: He writes

'Operation of Penal Laws:. .An obstacle which lasted
through- a-great part of the 18th:century was the
existence- of penal laws (applied by the British
Crown since Cromwellian times to the Gaelic Irish-GM)
against Roman Catholics.  Without doubt .the restric-
tion.on-land tenure and the possession of property
by Catholics, together with the exclusiveness of the
.guildsy-made-it very difficult for Catholics to
acquire- capital and so hindered . them from taking up
manufacture'

(THE RISE OF THE ULSTER.LINEN INDUSTRY p.23)
: ‘(my emphasis - GM)

According to Gill, the operation of.these Penal Laws had an
immensely important effect in.removing any- impetus towards
petty-bourgeois production:in the- rest of Ireland.

.'Land .Tenure. - The worst feature .of.the Penal Laws,
from:.an economic .point of view, was that they
encouraged .a bad system.of -land :tenure, and there
.can be.no doubt that the.growth of industry in
Ulster, and:its comparative failure elsewhere, was
due to the differences in- land systems more than

. to any-.other cause...... The faulty and unfair
methods - in:use over the rest of.Ireland were a
constant bar to private enterprise -and public
policy. (ibid, emphasis added)

In considering the comparative successes of petty-bourgeois
production in-Ulster, and-its failure in the other parts of
Ireland, (Gill clearly and.unequivocably .states that the main
cause of this was- due to the difference in- land systems in
Ulster and the rest of Ireland.: He said:that the Penal Laws
discouraged the .growth:of petty-bourgeois production in the
rest of Ireland. .In' their attempts to persuade us that only
the Protestants were - successful at being: petty-bourgeois
because of their anti-feudal, petty-bourgeois .ideology of
Presbyterianism;: the BICO .dare .not-bring to' the surface Gill's
comments- on Ulster Custom, the Linen: Industry and Penal Laws
with any great clarity.

How is it that when Gill-is quoted extensively by them on
other matters, they ignere:his- comments-on-1land tenure and the
Penal Laws?: To-.make  the matter even clearer we read in a
footnote from Gill that
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'If the . Irlsh peasantry had had more security
. of. tenure, the-large- undertak1ngs in the South
‘might quite well have given rise to widespread
domestic industry.. A development of this kind,
from the trade .of 'factory masters' to that’ of
independent weavers-and.small manufacturers,
took place .in Russia  during.the first half of
the-19th century.' . (ibid, p.137) '

One can only surmise- from the-non-appearance-.of .these quotations
in ECONOMIES- OF :PARTITION-that the:BICO are not inteérested in
the effects of.the Penal Laws.on.the:Catholic population, and
the  subsequent:.deleterious .effect.on developing petty-capitalist
productien; - -instead, they prefer to pretend to.us that the
class cohesiveness- of the .Ulster tenant-farmers was the main
reason for the--rapidly .expanding capitalist production in that
prov1nce, ‘while feudal relations of production still prevalled
over ‘the other provinces.

Which brings me .te  the second-.basic point- that must be refuted,
namely, the implication.that:-the-alleged feudal outlook of the
inhabitants .of the rest of Ireland prevented, as. the main reason,
the rise of bourgeois production.: While-we-must:undoubtedly
recogn1se the ablllty of the Ulster Protestant- tenant farmers to
organise as a.class in class struggle when: local attempts were
made- to remove-:their bourgeois democratic:rights, comrade EK
must also recognise.(but will he?) the ab111ty of the Southern
Irish peansdntry to.fight against oppressive feudal relations of
production; .which:the - BICO are~-not .prepared- to do. ‘According to
Robert Kee

' ..... under the-permanent social persecution
‘which: crystalllsed as ‘the-land system‘of Ireland
at .the:time- 0f the Penal-Laws and.long outlasted
them;“the"Irishapoori(the»Cathoiic’population in
the .main-=~GM) resorted to primitive self-help in
the:one-obvious- form that-was available. A rough
justice. of the common people's- own-making took
the ‘place of the law which gave so 11tt1e..
f(THE GREEN - FLAG p.24) ’

This 'rough justice!:-took:the form of : 9

' ... bands of .men; with blackened faces and
wearubg: white: SthtS over their: clothes for
easier mutual recognition at-night, (who)
started to roam . the countryside-mutilating -
cattle .and-.carrying out their reprisals for
the tyranny-.and rapacity-of -harsh landlords

. .or .the: subservience of those-who played
along with them .:...' (ibid, p.24)

And further, we read :
'It was in 1760  that the - Whiteboys movement,

-as- it came -generally to be called, broke out
on a:large scale. Bodies of armed men,
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numbering anything from half a-dozen or so to five
hundred; again' took to-riding :about- the countryside
at night-with:white shirts over their clothes,
tearing down fences which encleosed-land for pastur-
age-rather .than-tillage, .punishing- these who coll-
ected-tithes for the Protestant:Church:; preventing
the payment-of  extortionate rents,; intimidating
would-be tenants from:taking land from which ano-
ther had-been-evicted; and generally asserting

-~ the- existence:of rough and: ready justice to redress
the grievances of the-poor.' (ibid)

Many organisations of this type-.came into being, including the
Rightboys., Whiteboys,- Thrashers- and-later on-in the 19th
century; the.Rockites:and Ribbinmen, who-were:prepared to wage
a class: struggle with~their-.overbearing landlords:: In addition
we :should understand that these clashes-in:southern agrarian
society - did not simply occur on the basis' of Protestant land-
owners versus-Catholic peasantry. - ~Rebert Kee observes

'(that when) discriminating:legislation against
Catholics was lifted, the Whiteboys and other
organisations .attacked the €Catholic land-owing
. class-with:the:same-severity-as-they did the
Protestant landowners' - (emphasis added)

'The Penal Laws preventing- Catholics from owing,
leasing or inheriting-land-had been:repealed in
1778 and . 1782, .and Catholics were-landowners
again on quite .a.considerable:scale., All cont-
emporary witnesses,-including-Daniel O'Donnell,
agree- that'not.only-were attacks:-directed prop-
ortionately.as much: against Catholics as Prot-
estants .but.also- that- the:.€Catholic  gentry were
.equally-active in° putting disturbances down.’
(emphasis added)

'In the sphere: that-mattered-most to the Irish

peasantry,:that-of-their:economic-status on the
..land, members:of- their own: religion and blood

were-to.be-found in:the-19th:century increas-
-ingly-.on- the other side:of the. fence, of the

landlords-wall, :with- the Protestant.'

(THE GREEN' FLAGy-p.27, emphasis added)

These comments are more- than:adequate in-showing the -ability
of the Catholic . peasantry to wage-class-struggle as a class
irrespective of:whether: their oppressor was Protestant or
Catholic.

Will comrade EX: please explain whyfrivaI~'nationalisms' did
not-deflect the: Itish- peasantry from vigorously opposing
either section- of the:landlord class?
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2. THE RISE OF THE: ULSTER- LINEN INDUSTRY

The Ulster Linen industry if of immense iimportance in the .rise of
petty-bourgeois production in Ireland.  The growth of flax and its
subsequent manufacture inte linen provided.tenant-cottiers with
the opportunity .of small-scale production:which-supplemented their
income  and ensured-.a small but continually growing basis for fut-

ure large scale capitalist production.. Therefore in terms of
Irish industry the  linen trade was at .one time the only industry
worth mentioning, and.it is in this context that linen manufacture
was important.

As we shall see, in all cases where it 'proves' the BICO's case
that petty-capitalism in Ulster throve on its own :basis, quotat-
ions are offered from bourgeois historians as 'evidence'.

Comrade EK must.stop.placing faith in the objectivity and "use-
fulness' of his BICO.mentors and do a.little of his own invest-
igating..-Perhaps:heashouid‘start:with3theApart;played by ext-

ernal forces in the rise of Irish Linen production.

Concerning the .very important part.played.by.Louis Crommelin, a
French Huegonot who.fled to Ulster to escape the-persecution of
Protestants in'France,.the BICO quote Robert Stephenson, a linen
manufacturer, on Crommelin's handbook® on- Linen production

- 'his (crommelin's): last chapter contains his whole
- theory and practical Kneowledge: of Bleaching, and by

following the Directions-he: 1ays deown.in his Course
of Operation,. I will venture to.say that it is im-
possible. to-make:'a white Piece of:Linen; Hhis scheme
is the most expensive .I have ever met with ..... nor
indeed.do.I believe he ever-made ‘a white Piece of
Linen or had-.any knowledge of this-Part of the
Mystery.(as he terms it)' (ECONOMICS OF PARTITION,
p-25). ’ _

Contrary te this:point of view of the bourgeois, Stephenson, that
Crommelin-was almost entirely ignonant of how to make  linen, Gill
quotes the' Linen Board of Ireland who-in reviewing the progress of
Crommelin's work in raising the technical ability - of Ulster to
produce Linen and:in recommending the contihuation of Crommelin's
grant after 1712, wrote '

-‘The'said Crommelin and colony. (of Huegonots. - GM)
have been: very serviceable and . greatly instrumental
in.the improving:.and propagating- the flaxon manu-
facture.in the north part-of this kingdom; and .....
the- perfection to which:the same is brought in that
part of the country is very much owing- to the skill
and industry of the said Crommelin.' (THE RISE

OF THE ULSTER-LINEN INDUSTRY, p.19)

There we have it. .Either we accept the criticism of Crommelin
by Stephenson, in: that the former had never made any linen at all
by the method- that- he - was- trying to propagate, or we accept the
view of-thealrishrLinnen'Board=that;Crommelin-brought 'perfection’

b
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'skill' and 'industry' ‘to the manufacture of-Ulster linen.
If Crommelin's technique was-as bad-as- Stephenson claimed
why did the Irish:rLinnen: Board waste its:money: continually.
providing him-with a grant? ‘ 3

Looking at this-in a broader context, it should be noted
that the BICO's ECONOMIES OF PARTITION 'fails' to notice
theapraiseulavished;onuCrommelinabyaagentsgof_the Crown .
since‘thissceuldzpossibly'detractffrom'theadyhamig,petty;
- capitalist image:of the' Ulsterman-who-did it all on his
own. The indigenous dynamism of the Ulster petty-
bourgeoisie must never be in-doubt; - anything such as
Robert Stephenson's remarks-which: can be used to place
doubt on the-value:r of- the contribution made by Crommelin
in Linnen manufacture is dredged: up. ~The:BICO do not,
of- course, refer. to.the Irish Linnen Board's remarks.

Is comrade EK really satisfied:with the one-sided, sub-
jective approach:shown' in- ECONOMICS:OF PARTITION? If he
is, then.let us continue.. Another bourgeois historian,
DC Chart, .suggested.that Crommelin had-administered a
great impetus:.to.the-linen industry, the BICO merely
point-out that.this viewpoint- 'has somewhat more sub- o
stance' than the-assertion:that the-Earl of Stafford had
more than  a-marginal effect on the industry.

Thus, the general:.approach:of the BICO is to minimise the
importance-of- Crommelin as-an external influence.

One couldgalso.argUe]afﬂlength:with-the*BICO.statément that:

'There:.was no-special.legislation.(concerning the
Ulster linen trade -=GM) What:legislation there
-was ; .was- designed-to-favour the southern organ-
isation:.0of the' trade, and was unfavourable to
-Ulster! (ECONOMICS OF PARTITION, p.31)

Rather, one should.say-more correctly-that irrespective of
whether there was any special‘ treatment of the South compared.
with the North or vice-versa, "any: legislation .promulgated at.
a secondary:levélabyatheaBritishsCrown»regarding the Linen
trade had-different effects in-Ulster compared.with the rest.
of Ireland, this- being due to’ the non-existence of security of
tenure in the-South,-thus- ensuring the failure- of policies
designed to raise industrial production." As comrade EK him-
self said, one cannot’ legislate capitalism into existence,
especially in a situation where feudal:.relations of production
were reinforced by oppressive Penal Laws. .
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CONCLUSIONS

It is:an easy thing to show the:Ulster chauvinism of the BICO by
merely confronting: them with little-bits of history that 'just
happen’  to be left out of- the'.general picture of industrialis-
ation in Ireland.

It is;ausimple;thingrto;show;thatftheaCatholic>peasantry were
able on:many:occasions.to.stand-as a.class in opposition to
their_classaenemies,.both"PwoteStantsandeathalic landlords.
However, the BICO fail to showwthis historical fact and EK, in
all his writings, has not yet done so. But then, he might not
think it an- impertant: thing to show. "However, it is an unden-
iable historical fact .that as early as 1711 in the south, coll-
ective peasant .action occurred which had-clearly-defined class
aims. Rebert Kee..records that :

‘the..Oakboys and.Steelboys developed as Protestant
counter-parts of the Whiteboys' (THE GREEN FLAG,
"P- 27, emphasis added)

To explain why:the Catholic peasantry-did not -succeed as a class
in the same. period as the Ulster tenant-=cottiers did in the
creation- of small-scale capitalist industry, we can say the
following

1. industry-in_Ulster‘initially advanced on the basis of
tenantrrightaanduthe:linenfinduspry-which,junlike later
industry elsewhere; in Ireland complemented the British
market in this type of commodity, and was not restricted
by the -Crown in its growth.

2. lack of tenant-right in the south, initially due to the
Penal,Laws,»was,a'major'factor'in;theﬂinability of
southern.industry to implant itself.

3. 'the. general absence- of security of. land tenure and of
employment opportunities outside agriculture (excluding
Ulster - . GM): combined with a rapid growth of population,
produced-a system of social and economic relatibns
widely differing from that known in Britain’

(DC Bilack, .ECONOMIC THOUGHT..& THE. IRISH QUESTION,
1811-1870, .p.7, emphasis added)

This, then, is a clear exposition.of ‘why industry.did not develop
in the rest of Iteland.at the same rate-.as in Ulster.

While the BICO (and presumably their pupil, comrade EK) place the
'petty-bourgeois, Presbyterian outlook’: of the:Scots planters in
Ulster. in the. primary-position in attempting to explain the process
of industrialisation of the province, bourgeois historians such as
Black, Gill, Lecky and:others: consider that the cause was primarily
due to objective:causes such. as the absence of Penal Laws and secur-
ity of tenure combined with the: introduction of experts such as
Crommelin. ' '

Does comrade EK..still think: that ECONOMICS OF PARTITION is useful?

GM
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June Bkd
To the Editor of MLQ

Dear Comrade,

I have recently read the article by:GM:entitled ON THE
'"USEFULNESS'OF THE ECONOMICS- OF PARTITION which-is included
in the present issue of MLQ. Since GM:raises a number of
criticisms of my-article IRELAND AND: THE COLONIAL QUESTION,
I thought that it would save some-unnecessary: and 1engthy
debate if-1 were to clarify:a number of:.points at 1ssue

Although I regard: the ECONOMICS. OF PARTITION-as 'the most
useful work of the .. B&ICO', this must be understood as a
relative term which- is immediately qualified by-a reference to
the pro-Imperialist line of the B&ICO.- On- this question
tliere: can-be little doubt in- anyone's mind. -‘Starting from a
basically Acadenicist standpoint, the B&I€O have consistently
denigrated  Irish-nationalism~and: fanned- Ulster Protestant
chauv1nlsm, with the result- that' they-are now, as GM says,

'an openly revisionist: organisation' and:support, among other
things,  the: role. of the troops in:Northern- Ireland. It is thus-
frankly -nonsense: to speak:of: the B&ICO as my mentors on this

question.

Where the BICO:have-.played.an-important role is in opening up
the question. of the internal.contradictions in.Ireland from the
18th century: onwards, and the: effect of .those:-contradictions on
later -developments... Before:- the publication-of ‘works such as the
ECONOMICS -OF "PARTITION: there-was--a tacit acceptance on the Left
that all developments ‘in Irish history:could be ‘ascribed to the
machinations of 'British- Imperialism*, and little or no consider-
ation was given to the very real-contradictions which developed
within Ireland; in-particular the contradiction between the nor-
thern Protestant:community and -the indigenou5“popu1ation. In
this respect the ECONOMICS - OF PARTITION 'is a useful (not correct
but useful) work, and it has:generally been recognised as such
by its most outspoken opponents. :

Having said this, I find.that' I:am generally in- agreement with

the analysis presented by: GM-in: the ‘present - article. .- He is quite
correct to point out' that by:-leaving out bits of hlstory the BICO
in fact support-Ulster chauvinism.and:adqptna"reactionary,moral-
ising position. ' They completely ignore the role played by the
British ruling. class in seeking to further their interests in Ire-
land. At the same-time'GMidoeS"not*say-that~there-was no objec-
tive internal-basis .for histerical developments in Ireland.
Throughout Irish.history there have been-two main factors in oper-
ation-- the internal contradictions (class-forces, development of
productive  forces) and-the external influence.of direct British
intervention. Neither.of these factors can be: analysed in isol-

ation from the other..

Although the nature of the:.internal contradictions.and of British
intervention- has changed since: the 18th'century, these two factors
remain of central importance. In developing:our:-understanding of
the present situation, which-is:clearly:a more pressing priority
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than making detailed analyses of the Linen Industry, we cannot
ignore either one of them. If we ignore the internal contra-
dictions; we will be making the leftist error of, for example,
the IMG, and substituting romantic phraseology for scientific
analysis. 1If we ignore the:role of British Imperialism, we will
be making  the equally unscientific but far more- reprensible
'error' of taking an objectively pro-Imperialist and- anti-working
class line.

Yours fraternally,

EK
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Origins of the €ommunist International.

"In March of this year. of 1919, an-:international congress
of Communists:was-held in-Moscow. This congress-founded the
Third, Communist International, an association of workers of
the whole world who are striving to achieve Soviet power in
all countries.' (1)

Assessment of its principles and methods, besides the major
policies pursued through:to:its dissolution-.in 1943, remains
a major task of the Marxist-Leninist movement.  Much exper-
ience has yet to be"systematically -applied. Consistent prol-
etarian internationalism - the varied means by which it can
be pursued by socialist countries and parties in power, and
the question of priorities for Marxists-=Leninists in capit-
alist countries = there:exist..numerous: lessons from its 24
year history.

MLQl contained the CFB resolution' 'Concerning Certain As-
pects of the General Line of the Foreign Policies of Soc-
ialist Countries', where we outlined our view -of ‘the present
world situation, basic communist principles governing the
practice of proletarian. internationalism and- the concept of
peaceful co-existence.' It went on to.call for closer links
between Marxist-Leninist: Parties and: organisations 'based on
full equality whatever the size of-the organisation' devel-
oping on the basis-of frank discussion, criticism and self-
criticism. Such.developments:will aid 'understanding of the
different tactical .lines which have to be carried out by rev-
olutionaries .in different concrete situations. But above all
it will help develop  a 'common  revolutionary strategy ....'

If this process-is to~develop healthily,; the movement must
carry out a thoroughgoing analysis - of its principles and
practice.over the years, as well as at present. An impor-
tant feature will be .our assessment:of :the Comintern's his-
torical significance, .its .reasons .for disbanding and sub-
sequent influence -on.more- recent events.

To this end.I intend to trace the origins of-the Communist
International, linking . it with the growth of bolshevism in
Russia and the degeneration of the -Second Socialist Inter-
national. Obviously these;, the two 'principle features of
the pre-1914 Social Democratic movement, were: interrelated,
as was the degree to which principles of-organisation and
method later practised internationally were-affected by
factors originating in conditions.peculiar to czarist
Russia. . The uneven-ness of the revolutionary process, fin-
ding expression ultimately in the October Revolution and
the establishment of Soviet power in Russia, had a direct
bearing on the .infant Parties, who with the bolsheviks
formed the Third International. How many .of these factors
were recognised and taken into-.account will be examined in
future issues of MLQ.

This article is devoted to .the emergence :of .the Russian
Social-Democratic Labour: Party (forerunner of the CPSU) and
its integration of Marxism with the immediate problems of
the Russian democratic revolution, especially the struggle
between bolshevik .and menshevik wings of the Party and the
involvement of .the..Socialist International.
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Every turn of history.sets new tasksy; "so it was with the onset
of the 1914-18 war and:the Second:International. - In the space
of a few 'days' 'respected' leaders of the German, French, British
and most other Parties, had deserted:internationalism for the
jingoism with: which..they served their respective -governments.

To the very onset of the war the same parties carried on prop-
aganda based .on the principles .of ‘the Basle manifesto of 1912:

"in the-.event.of war, socialists must take advantage
of the: 'economic:and:political crisis*® it will cause
so as .to:'hasten the.downfall of capitalism', i.e.
take .advantage.of .the:.governments wartime difficul-
.ties -and:the:indignation..of the masses, to advance
‘the socialist revolution. " (2)

Acute imperialist conflict existed prior to the outbreak of war,
indicating ‘that.such:matters are not.simply questions of the
acceptance or rejection of a particular political line but
rather that neo:undue significance should be seen in such agree-
ments when- the methods and outlook of the various elements in-
volved are-fundamentally different. This:is not-to say that
agreements -of ‘this kind were: of no consequence in the struggle
against:.‘the .opportunists and  the: slaughter they endorsed.

The .consequences. of revisionism,:“the collapse:of the major
parties of the Socialist.International into mere appendages of
their respective bourgeoisie, stemmed- from:the .inability of
most-West European:social- democrats .to.keep abreast of cont-
emporary realitiesy particularly the.emergence-of a systemised
framework..of imperialist relationships over  the.entire globe.
Stagnation would be :an.accurate political assessment of the
Social-Democratic .movement of the'time.  .Lenin placed matters
in perspective.when: summarising- the:.forerunners:.of the Comin-
tern . and its .own:place in history:

"The: First:. International. (1864-72) .1aid.the foundation
of an.international.organisation:iof- the:workers for
the :preparation.for their revolutionary attack on
capital." (3)

"The Second.International existed.from.1889 to 1914,

up to.the war. -This was the: period. of the most calm
. and-peaceful .development of capitalism, a period
‘without: great revolutions. .  During this period the
working class rgained.strength: and matured in a number
of countries. ~But the workers' leaders in most of

the . parties-had . become accustomed.to .peaceful conditions
and -had .1ost :the ability to wage::a.revolutionary
struggle. .When, :in° 1914, there began the war that
drenched the earth with:blood for- four years, the war
.between -the .capitalists over the division of profits,

- the war. for.their supremacy over small and weak
nations;- these leaders deserted.to -the side of their
respective governments ..... : The old word socialism
‘had been desecrated by the traitors to socialism.'" (4)
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It can be seen, -even-from: a‘cursory-knowledge- of. .the struggle
to consolidate Bolshevism prior to- 1914, .that-it was in con-
flict with the general tendency of the Socialist Inteérnat- -
ional. On a whole series.of questions-.the bolsheviks refuted
'current! . alternatives: and 're-interpretations' of Marxism
with clear militant: expositions:of dialectical-analysis such
as 'Two Tactics-of-Social-Democracy in" the Democratic Revol-
ution', a pamphlet .examining the lessons of:- 1905 with its
prospects .of building a’ workerzpeasant alliance.  However,
Bolshevism:was:not limited to.simply reasserting basic prin-
ciples, in-fact dialectics are to-be:found in:the particul-
arity of contradiction, by-which:I:mean Marxism is nothing

if it is-not.a.living:critical study of specific conditions.

Lenin's involvement with the:Russian.social-democratic move-
ment was distinctive in that he recognised:-doctrinairism as
the source.of opportunism: -The integration of-Marxism with
the peculiar conditions of.Tsarist:Russia combined with a
world :view that  took account of contemporary.international
conditions - these;-the. two principal:features of Lenin's
early work,.were. to: prove.the.theoretical-basis for the
movement. :Stalin noted: "We:cannot .regard:it..as- accidental
that as early.as 1902, when the: Russian- revolution was still
in.its .embryonic .stage, Lenin wrote the prophetic words in
his pamphlet: WHAT:IS:.TO BE DONE?

'History _has..now confronted.us (i.e. . the Russian
Marxists =.J.St.)-with . an-immediate task which is

the most: revolutionary of.all the .immediate tasks
that: confront:the proletariat:of-any country. The
fulfilment.of this.task;,-the destruction of the.
most:powerful:bulwark, ‘not only .of European but ‘also
" (it may.be.said) of :Asiatic reaction; would make the
Russian.proletariat the vanguard of- the .international
revolutionary proletariat.’

In other words, the.centre.of the revolutionary movement
was bound:.to.shift to .Russia.”™ (5)

Below, I-will attempt.to:.trace.developments in Russian

- Social-democracy.during: the:period-of:the: Party's estab-
lishment: and consolidation,.with particular reference to
relations with:the :Socialist .International. .Historically,
there are  several parallels. .Since.the revolutionary pro-
cess is uneveny-the question:of.what principles govern rel-
ations between. revolutionary organisations-of different
countries. remains.crucial. Vast contrasts characterise the
movement.internationally; .an.illustration being comparison
between China and Britain, yet internationalism is meaning-
ful .only when-it.is integrated with.our specific conditionms.
Until this is_seen.by:the majority of:Marxists-Leninists in
Britain, nothing can be achieved: :Providing the context is
understood, much can. be done' towards-.establishing such prin-
ciples -through :examining the emergence of-the Russian Social-
Democratic.Labour: Party:at.a.similar juncture.

THE FOUNDATION.OF.THE .RUSSIAN SOCIAL=-DEMOCRATIC: LABOUR PARTY

Following .the collapse of the: first initiatives at forming
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the Party centred around-the. FirstiCongress in 1898,-a different
approach:was..adopted.. :This tendency was developed: by the Iskra
organisation:.in:its: struggle against. economism-and.parochialism,
which ultimately: convened' the’ Second Congress-in 1903. It was-
at this point.that.the Iskra-tendency split into-Bolshevik and
Menshevik .wings,.a.fact familiar enough, yet it is my opinion
that .many comrades.pass.over its .essential features.- the methods
and ‘organisational structures adopted:by the respective groupings.

(6)

Events' dominating:Congress evolved from the.origins and signif-
icance of.the.struggle, differences primarily.of organisation
rather than' problems.of programme or: tactics.: It its prepar-
ations. for. the Second . Congress; Iskra: . (7):.had formulated a
draft programme;.an:organisational plan:and- a-tactical line which
were. its basis:. (the 'Party' up to-now .had no programme or rules).
The 'split occurred . -during the 'session on-Party rules. It was at
this point ‘thatian.alliance:between.Menshevik Iskra-ists and
economist -and federalist:elements achieved a majority. The Bol-
shevik draft read:

"A member.of.the:Russian:Social-Democratic Labour
-Party is-one:who:accepts-its programme and who
supports.the  Party: both financially and:by personal
.participation:in:one: of .the Party:organisations."

Whereas: Congress.replaced.the underlined-section with:

. “"work.undezr: the:i.control .and -direction of one of .
~the Party:.organisations.”"  (8)

.Congress.thus:confused.the. . concepts:of.party and class,
failing:to.distinguihs:the’practice of: the' vanguard.organisation
from the day-to-day:.restrictions:experienced:by:the working
class under capitalism,:-logically:the open=ended.policy would
reduce. the.Party. to reflecting: the-average:consciousness of the
proletariat.. The Bolsheviks:argued: that membership had to be
narrowed to:-embrace.only:-active party workers. ~This itself was
accepted.since~the-Bolsheviks:insisted:. that-all decisions were
actively binding.on.all mémbers.: In:Lenin's words:

"I by.no.means.consider. our: differences: so vital
as:ti-be a. matter of -life:or.death:to the Party
«eess Every-little difference may: assume tremendous
importancé;if-it:seTVes.as;the%starting-point-for

a swing.towards.definite-mistaken-views, and if .
these mistaken-views are.combined, by.virtue of new
-and- additional.divergences, with-anarchistic actions
which-“bring.:the:Party to.the point of a .split" (9)

Clearly, ‘actions..of.:this Kind represent divergence in method

as well as idedlogy.:=:All.tlirough:Congress Menshevik speakers.
rebuked anti-Iskra=ists: for—-refusing: to participate-in decision
making,  that is.with.the- above exception: Soon.after the split
among: the Iskra=ists,.delegates-from the-Jewish Bund left, rev-
ersing: the balancesof:votes:in-favour-of: the Bolsheviks. Only
the.composition' of . the<central:Party:bodies:remained to be deter-
mined.... A.Menshevik:list.was submitted,.seeking a:majority of
their people: for:these positions. The Bolsheviks-:in their list
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submitted names—-representing: elements-still-at- Congress while
naturally seeking the majority-of positions: .Much, you might
say, to be expected. :-~However; on-defeat:Martov, Trotsky and
the other Mensheviks took- to-boycott: ~This persisted for
several months.

The*boycott:ended*withuP&ekhanevisaconciiiatoryrpolicy, As
this-changed-mattersrin%their'favour;'it"wannot’surprising
that'they“pursuedﬂsupremacy=thraugh-the“iskra:editorial'board,
the Party council-to the:central:.committee-by co-option. The
Mensheviks-proceeded :to-deny-Bolshevik -demands- for a Congress
to settle the crisis. ‘

It was at -this point where the leaders of-the Socialist Int-
ernational and the-German :Party:became-involved -in both pol-
emies. and organisationals initiatives: aimed at various settle-
ments. Resa Luxemburg,-in-her-article 'Organisational Issues
in-the”RussianﬂSociaiaDemocratic-MovementL'tookuthe'Bolsheviks_
to task for their 'intransigence'. - Theirs-was a 'pitiless
centralism'.-~A1thoughrthe*article“was‘written~injresponse'to
Lenin's "One: Step:Forward, Two Steps Back' - itself a method-
ical account of the-Second Congress - Luxemburg: ignored. the
decisions of- that Cengress. +- Lenin*s- reply was:not published
in NEUE  ZEIT. (10) .

Examination of:material:written-after the end: of: the boycott
demonstrates- that- centinuous-attempts were made to suppress .
Bolshevik-agitation-in' the-official Party press. In con-
trast, Congress: decisions guaranteed:-minority: representation
in all Party:institutions and: decision-making. - The methods
employed by Menshevik- and-several: German' Social-Democrats
amounted to-denial ofthe entire: party concept, since within
an overall.framewerk:eof agreement - the-party programme and
rules - the minority:must:-always actively-execute the major-
ity line.- "An- elementary point' for all-but the  préjudiced.
Paradoxically; in defeating Bernstein's rightist line the -
German-Party developed a:similar formula for party member-
ship,  arguing--that: it: was central-to its defeat..

With' the Menshevik: takeover: of the: Party's:central bodies and
their subsequent-denial-of agitation: for a further congress
to settle matters; the Bolsheviks formed the Bureau of Major-
ity Committees for the purpose-of organising the Third Party
Congress. Soon- after the crisis had-reached this level there
came proposals- from German and-Swiss Social-Bemocrats that
the dispute besettled through~the Socialist International.
Shortly-before- the Third- (April):Congress the Bolsheviks rej-
ected proposals by Bebel (a founder: of the-German Party) off-
ering his services;-of those:of the-Party's executive comm-
ittee, ‘as arbitrators to the dispute:’ Their decision was
hardly surprising considering: the partiality  of the German
Party leadership. Mere basically, there-seems‘to have been .
a rejection-of-anything more-than-conciliatory mediation from
social-democrats’ outside the~RSDLP.. (11)

The third Congress:was eventuai1yrcenvenedwin~Lend§n with the
suppert  of:the:central committee- (the Menshevik centre in



43.

Russia) and ﬁhe;Burgau;of‘Majority;Committeés_in“April'1905,
after consistent éfforts failed to gain the support of the ;
Party'Councilgandwthe'ISKRA'editbrs3jthe-GenevaabaSed Mensheviks.
Three majer questions: stood before the-Party:  the. Party crisis;
more sériouslyjfthe-orgahisafionalffdrm'of*the*Party.in general;
and finally,_thegpuessihg;queStianqf‘what?tactiés in the demo-

cratic revolutioen. - In Lenin®s words:

"the ‘Party crisis solved itself by  the mere fact
-that~ther€ongre§s;was_cqnvened."_'i o -

The Party rules Werezsub§tahtially'TeViséd‘aﬁfecting ""three main
points:-a) the:amendment of clause one of the rules; b) the.
precise definition of the rights: of the central committée and the -
autonomy- of* the (regional - JB}) committees, with the extension of
the: scope ‘of this autonomy;- and- ¢) . the creation of a single
centre." (12) - o T

1905 marked-the,upsurge*bffrevolUtionary’activity in Russia.

Amid the ferment, majordifferences became all the ‘more apparent.
Thegqugstion-éfjarmedwinsurxectioﬁ,”its'minimUm-aims and leader-
ship,,cqnfirmedjthatfotherlguéstions'before“Congress were merely °
symptoms of an underlying ideological split. Congress, as best
it'cou1dajdetailed,its;answefs,ﬂemphaSiSingﬁthe~need for leader-
ship;from;the-proletariat;jthe*Vatillatipginature'of the liberal
bourgeqiﬁie3'plusfthe;neceSSityﬁof'participating:in‘a provisional
revolutionarysgQVeTnmént;backéd%by>anVarmedﬂpeople;{assuring the
democratideictatorship:Qf4the~pr01etariét;and peasantry. These
decisions were spelt out in' Lenin's 'Two Tactics of Social-
Democracy inthe: Democratic Revolution'. '

At the same time 'The First:All-Russian Conference of Party
Functionaries' was- convened by the Geneva Mensheviks.- Menshevik
delegates frqm;Russia;~attending"Congre§sabn!theginstructionS‘off
their“organisatibns;-arrived;fHStead'at?the”ConfETence. (13).
Fresh'rules=Wefe~agfeed*togethergwithta-decision'not,to recognise
the Third’Congr§ss;?:Lénihfcqmpared1their{new,prganisational
structure with a six-decker: bus; arguing: that it was an express-
ion of political confusion. - The-Mensheviks- continued to make sole
use of the-Party printing press: and ‘money received from the German
Social-Democratic~Party;:the~$piit~was?¢omp1eté~at every level.

1

The Third Congress impiiéitly'endorsed=theiMajoTity Bureau's
rejettion‘of-previouSJinitiativeSjat"settling.the crisis by making
no deciSionion»them»,fCharatteristicailY5,Kautsky-reported the
Congress~aswﬁéttacks:bylLenin‘and{his1£riendszagainst Plekhanov
and- his friendsF,~proposing'a;boycgtt”df“the‘German'translation
of the;Third;Congress:resoiution53;fFurthermore,rthey’refused,to
publish.the;RSDLPPsﬂreply;—-(14)u!TQ summarise, -two methods of
struggle clearly emerged: "one resting on the denial of full
information, combined with: suitable: interpretations amounting to
arrogant-interference in the affairs of a fraternal party, while
the. inoritx:puTSuedﬂthefinnerzpaf;y struggle through boycott,

manipglatibn-andﬂdict;te;}ﬂih[cpntrdSt;;the'qusheviKS‘urged full
information based:on' documentary ‘material, such- work being 'one
of the:moSt;importantjﬁuties;qf'ali social-democrats living
abroad'. (15) S \ ‘ .
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However, '‘only: full- understanding-between:comrades in Russia _
can guarantee-lasting reconciltiation'- - (16) rejecting, at

an international level,  anything more” than: an exchange of
views and conciliatory mediation. ‘There-are obviously para-
Ilels-in the International Communist movement. - Contemporary
struggles still-divide into these: two opposing-methods. The
British Marxist-Leninist'movemEnt'haswyet“te:develop.such'an.
approach. in practice, itself -a sign of the movement's immat-
urity.

By the end of 1905 Russia-was-experiencing: the  'thrilling
scenes of one~of'the“greatestfcivil'wars;“wars*for,1iberty,
mankind-has ever. experienced'- (17), the huge. growth of the
gall-Russian political strike swept aside-the~diversionary
concessions: of-the autocracy.  BEvents-in:Russia were creating
conditions for momentary: unity in' the: Russian-social-democratic
movement.- -An -important-contributory-factor: seems to have been
the International-Socialist:Bureau-which organised a confer-
ence in November: between:-the- Bolshevik-and Menshevik organis-
ations;mafter~issuing,assurances*thgtiitS"role'would be lim-
ited to 'moral suasion'. Conditions-inside Russia remained
the-décisive-considerationdinﬂthese*movesvtoWard“re*unification.
The-generai'strike'saw'the'emergente-of"the“soviefs,jlargely
being organised by social-democrats acting, in Lenin's words,

as -an- embryonic provisional revolutionary government. Many -
tens of thousands of workers: were gaining experience as active
organisers, swelling the-ranks-of social-democracy in the pro-
cess@.~.tsiSmonlvaithin.thisacontextnthamLan~assessment can
beginwof~theynext,pqrigd;in;theﬂRSQLEis;developmanxrvespecially’
' the function of the: Rourth:. (Unity)- Congress. ot

THE FOURTH- (UNITY) CONGRESS

In December, the Bolsheviks convened-a conference, originally
planned-as a congress before the-aboverinitiatives came to
fruition. It was-here that the-decision-to unite both organ=
isational centres into a joint central committee was taken as.

& preparatory measure for the-convention: of the 'Unity' Congress.
Policy was also agreed on the agrarian question as well as the .
immediate matter of the Bolshevik attitude to- the First Duma
élections. Essentially this rested on'what analysis was made
of the events in 1905. Despite' the' downturn: in- the mass struggle,
the Bolsheviks argued that this represented only a temporary :
feature, the revolution was still on' the upgrade strategically.
Furthermore the autocracy was seeking to establish an advisory
(Duma) parliament with' controlled electoral campaigning for good
measure. In such' circumstances: a: policy  of:boycott was agreed
as the most suitable measure-for continueing the mass movement.
Significantly-this> question:proved a vivid illustration of the
ideological divergencie3“1n~theﬂRSDLPvduring»C@ngress‘itself._, '

One-hundred -and forty delegaetes, representing-some- 33,000 members,
attended the-Fourth Congress: -Menshevik: control extended over
all questions.- Opportunely,- the-amalgamation of the various nat-
ional social-democratic' parties:was defered to the end of the
~agenda;f18)”=A-1engthy“sessionfonﬁthehagrarian'question was
followed by a revealing-debate appraising:'the-Revolutionary
Situation'andvthe~C1ass~Task8ﬂof’the?Proletariat’. This evolved °
around two- assessments: of the First Duma (i.e.  the constitut-
ional, legal struggle}-and- the revolutionary movement of the
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masses -at -that particular juncture. ‘Despite their majority, the
Mensheviks Withdrewntheirfresblution;HWhiie;rejecting-that of the
Bolsheviks,.heiﬁg?unwiilingfté;definthheirhgeneral principles,
thinkingﬁ3itawouid;undermine%%heir-practicalgresolutions.f (19)
The-question#was;léft?apena'«Typitally”injthe'subsequent,debate
dealingﬁwithuthe;statelDuma;“Axelrbd;gthe_Menshevik-speaker,;
""soared -entirely- into the: realm-of ‘abstractions, in the lofty
sphere-of platitudes: ... applicable to all times; to all nations
and to -all periods of histery in-general: -butswhich owing to -their
abstract character, were useless in-dealing with- the concrete
features:offthe*concretevmatter;inrhand.ﬁ (20)

Logically¢enough,;Congress~refrained"from=any‘concreteuanalysis of
Russian' cenditions;; the: Bolshevik: resolutions- apart, contenting
itself With;endﬁrsing*the~SpcialistflnternationaiusAresolution on
bourgeois parties; affesblutionfwhichTwasfmandatory. Real diff-
erences were obscured. -No'-evaluation was made of the three major
trends as: represented by: the various bourgeois- parties. In effect,
this ignored the historic: Yole of bourgeois parties in the demo-
cratic revolution, éspecially that of the peasantry. The First
Duma;wasgConcedéd~by?thegautocracy;in;thejmidst=ofua'revolutionary
upswing, ' hopefully syphoning: off opposition: into manageable activ-
itiesg;EPredpminantiY‘eonsisting?of”Cadet deputies,.the assembly .
was overtaken byrevehts;”“ThGECadets}wereﬂkeenfte-cbmprpmise, yet
faced7an‘unbending=seniorzpartnér;nindicating'the"spurious nature

of the concessions: ' Menshevik:dilatoryness- carried the day,
leaving the Party's-tactical electoral: attitude to the decisions of
regional conferences-.:  In: fact in- the' larger industrial .areas,

there was. virtually-a.total boycott.

DespiteaMénéhe#ikvdeminétiéngfthéffeurthi@ongress achieved signif-
icant gains: for tthRSDLP;cprovingfa~necessary,preliminary‘for

extending»Marxist-infiuenCe;thrOughaalltsections~of'the working
class. The-basis was:1aid for- the’amalgamation of the various
nationalKsociai-democratigrparties'into the RSDLP. - The organisat-
ional split had:been stopped. . "The: Social~Democratic proletariat
and its Party-must be Uﬁited*;.a-Welmust—work=hard'torbuild—up;an
organisation thatfwillrihtludefallrthefciassrponscious Social-
Democratic;Workeis,éand,Wiilé1ive-its“own*ihdependent.life.,.."
Lenin.galledthr;”rea11YEUnitedaParty:organisations,'in which
theré'Willroniy-beapUTe1y7ideoiogicalﬁstrugg1e=between different
trends" of MarXiSt;thoughtiﬁ(21)1EC1arification-of;disagreements
was seengtofbe~vitalzto:thefdevelopment{of«the-Party?and the educ-
ation of the preletariat, contrary-to the elitist concept which
sought to shelter the masses: from pelemic, presenting a lifeless
policy, undergoing: unexplained changes. from time to time, amount-
ing to mystification of both-the Party and: the role of leadership.
Although»the'Cpn;ept‘éf*démoctatic-centralism'was.accepted in
princip;e,:CongrésSfinsistéd-(i;e;]the'mensheViks) on appointing
the editorial committee- of the: Party publications as well as the
central committee:itself,. creating:two:' centres; the specific con-
dition$“0f=thefSetondjCongressiWhichfeiécﬁed»both-Committeesvand
a-Party~council*had%long-passed;[fThé:RSDLPﬁWas:now-consolidated
in Russia. ~Thé dual: power: of: both’ committees presented a picture

in many_wéy5?$imi1ar;te;iheimenshéviksﬂfsix decker bus, with equal
limitétionéftoéits'progiéss;;lMensheviksfohiyron-the editorial
committee,~With»seven*ofatheaten{centralfcommittee.members,»demon-
stratedfa;preferenéeﬁforiorganisational exclusion as opposed: to
principled political strugglg;»:CongTeSS=reselutians and discuss-
ions brought. forth: a: large amount of material on the tactical prob-
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lems facing the -RSDLP - material invaluablein the light of

revolutionary-practice'for?distinguishingfandtsummarisingi
correct policyaéonciusionsﬂinfthe-bourgeois*democratic revol-
ution. Finally;:itwaffirmed~‘that3the!immediate=tésk of the
movement*waswteswrestvpowerzfremfthe'autaeratie'gdvernment‘ -
Lenin;--RejeetingsPlekhanev*saview:denying*the'importance of
fthe~currentnmovementaaas-itydid=théhrightist=policy“of failing
to recognise)~that=Oniyathevpraietariatvcanf1ead‘the bourgeois
democratiC7revoiutionatqtcompiete victory. -

GERMAN SOCIAL—DEMOCRATSaANDvRUSSIAN“GGNSTITUTIONALISM

The autocracy dissoelved, constitutionally, the First Duma in _
mid91906;vrecognisingqevenrthe&minimaiclibertiesrit:had granted
the‘previous-year¥were”provingvt0“beﬁof“mueh'grea%er'use to the
revolutionary~movementfthat:toAthe»timid:bourgeoisie. The sub-
sequent response.of the~movement“failed'to*develop'into the co-
ordinated uprising;renvisaged=byﬂthé‘bdisheviks, due, primarily
to-the-unrestrainablevzeal-dispiaYed-infthe‘SVenborngutiny,
forcingvamprematureunaval-mutinyvat Krenstadt, both being

- crushed: within three.-days;,.despite spreading-te  other towns in
the area. ' The-St. Petersbrug Committee-of the- RSDLP responded
withvthe&deeision=tOrcarry=out-a“genérai~strikefbefore receiv-
ing-new5v0£athezde£eats5<causingnthewcailvtO'be-withdrawn‘the
following-day:nuManyvhmndreds:were“imprisoned;:seventy nine
being executed.

The boishevikhdominated'CGmmitteeS’of'St; Petersbrug, Moscow,
Poland, the Central-Industrial and Baltic regions had all per-
sistently worked for an all-Russian-uprising to fight for
power, ratherﬁthantdemonstrationS'orfanythingrleSS‘than_an all
out' general strikev—-emphaSisingtthe"dangersvof-spontaneousa
localised actions in:existing  conditions. (22)

New-conditions-called:for-newrformSﬂof struggle. The revolut-
ion, though-inwdeclinemafteratheaJuiy/August'défeat,“had immeas-
urablyﬂstrengthened~thevRSDLP;rwhich,'with“thehamalgamated nat-
ional-Parties;vcontained"approaching“onerhundred and fifty ‘
thousand-members..tHowever,-reaction‘5“counter-o£fensive was
both broéd-and~penetrating=?“1iberai Cadet: and -bolshevik alike
were-suppressed,;bringing:aii=1egal“activity to-an end - the
autocracy‘s~uitimatereouP~de~grace5'aimedfat'disorientating
-the>already:disorganised'democraticaforces; elections for a
Second Duma. .

While the -zsarist government. carefully avoided committing it-
selfaasVtoatheucharacter"andstimingfef“the¢SecondiDuma elect-
ions,cthesRSDLPventereduint05ajfierce:peiemic evaluating the
experiencenofzthe;last,12umonths;'particulariyvthe relative
roles of.theimaSSarevolutionary movement: =-the general strike,
peasantwinsurreetionsﬁanledzbywtheaSovietsue:and’the results
of the-First~Duma:u:Theileftvinsisted=that-given-the reality
of last-Decemberq—athe-devéloping*revoiution;vthe'impasse of
the autecracy:eaboycottzwaS'correctaat:the’time“and had sub-
sequently- been-proved-:the most effective means to:destroy con-
stitutionél:illUsions.among“the*masses;=immeasurab1y expanding
the revolutionary movement. The -right, especially Plekhanov,
regretted:their:’errors‘,~characterisingathe boycott as anarch-
istie;..Althoughuat¢théctime;athefdifferenCes that existed
were only-over- at what:stage-boycott was-to be resorted to,
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no menshevik: raised: the: proposdl-of-actually. -entering the First
Duma. - Subsequently, it proved impossible -to-utilise the elect-
ions as:-a means/ for mass ‘agitation; '“the Duma: alone provided .
certain-opportunities for-carrying .on agitation among .the masses."
(23).. The' debate:assumed-various: forms, -embracing the: whole ques-
tion~of‘parliamentarismm{i;egjthe'substitution-ofaa-legal,,oppor—
tunist perspective: for Marxism),: the independence of working class
Party. in:the-class:.:istruggle; specifically the: question of elec-
toraiiagreements;with%otheripartiesa3culminatingwwith-thetSecond
Duma elections in=January. 1907. - - . :

Lenin: saw:the.-question: of participation:or boycott as a matter of
expediency, :governed: by-iactual- conditions-at the time. A.matter
of'the-mo&t#effectiVP-anﬁrdiﬁectfrouta“towmaSSzrevolutionary con-
sciousness.  Bolshevik: analysis-was.supported in particular by.
Karl Kautsky, who-wrote: several: pamphlets- on the Russian revol-
ution: during-this:period.: Perhaps-the- episode: proves. the nore -
interesting,;,when' it is seen how the - RSDLP reacts to his contrib-
utiony- -Leniny:when writing: the preface to Kautsky's 'The Driving
Forces  and Prospects-of the Russian-Revolution' noted: -

- 'The working. class, which all over the world is waging
a hard:-and' persistent-struggle for complete emancipation,
-needs: authorities,-buty, of course; only in:the way' that
- young-workers need:-the~experience: of veteran fighters -
. against: oppression:-and exploitgtion,-of those who have
-organised: many-strikes;: have- taken part-in a number of
revolutiqns;:Who'are*wise"injrevolutionarY'tr&ditibns;
and -have-a-broad-political outlook."

Further on, Lenin- explicitly states where- final authority rests:
"... it would-be impermissable in-the workers' party to
'claim . thdt the practical and concrete questions of its
immediate policy can-be solved by those' standing a long
way -off.- The collective spirit of the progressive class-
conscious:workers immediately engaged:in the struggle in
each:. country-wilil- always- remain- the: highest authority on
all- such questions.'" (24)

These comrades who mistake 'international:recognition' for pro-
letarian internationalism;,:drawing: prestige: from-various author-
ities, mistake in: a self-satisfied way, -universal principles of
Marxism-Leninism -as truths-without particular historical features.
Such dogmatists,: in'Mao's words, "do:not understand that it is
precisely in the-particularity-of contradiction that the univer-
sality of contradiction resides. Nor do-they understand how
important-is the- study-ef: the: particularity of contradiction in
the -concrete- things~confronting us-for-guiding the course of rev-
olutionary practice.' (25) ‘No-national Communist- movement can
develop until- this-.is- recognised by:the' majority of 1ts workers.
This remains-the: distinguishing  feature:-of the RSDLP' during this
period.: - ""It-is- altogether: self-evident that, to be able to fight
at all, the working class must organise itself at:-home as a class
and" that its.own ceuntry:is the immediate:arena of its struggle.
In so far -as -its:-class:struggle is national; not in substance,
but, as:the:Communist Manifesto says, 'in form' ..."The internat-
ional activity-of the working class does not in any way depend on
the existence: of the International-Working Men"s Association.

This was only. the- first attempt to-create a central organ for that
activity, an-attempt which-was a- lasting-success on account of the
impulse  it.gave but which-was neo:longer realisable in its first
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historical form:after. the fall:of the. Paris. Commune." (26)

To summarise. .The early.experiences:-of-the:RSDLP-embraced both
positive and-negativeAfeaturesfpﬁﬁprdietarian»internationalismq
as expressed:in.-the-activities of the-Socialist. International -
‘and its most:-influential party, the German..SDP. .The RSDLP mat-
ured dnly-throughvcorrectiyfappraising:thensignificance of its
own particular.practice in conditions-peculiar to Russia at -
that time. 'The:basis for:genuine-internationalism was seen

to be the integration of Marxism with-the:Russian revolution.
Within.its,nationalspractice,zthe‘RSDLPrdeveloped the theory

of the party.-and.its. fundamental concept-of democratic cen-
tralism -.'unity .of. action, freedom:-of discussion and critic- -
ism!;:tDifferences:were:notﬁglossedfOVer,-thewParty was seen
as.the.meansuofuresolving‘everything:through'practice, as
opposed' to-organisational exclusion.: -While membership was’ nar-
rowed to embrace-only:activelparty:wbrkers;.Lenin:called for
’reallyaunitedhparty;organiSations;:...with-only purely ideol-
-ogical:.struggle.between different trends! of -Marxist thought,
embrating~allfclasswconscicus<sociai*democratic.workers. These
were essential.features of:Bolshevik:work-at the. 'Unity' Congress
and~Lenin'spdevotion;to.the,concept:of unity through struggle.
At present two.essential-lessons:can:be drawn: the methods
adopted. by: the Bolsheviks- during:inner: Party struggles as well
as an uncompromisingapracticeitowards“pbliticai'independence.
Comparison remains to be’madeiof'this:period'with.the'activity
of the Third International;-.although-certain principles cer-
tainly.clarify.similar.problems facing- the  Marxist-Leninist
“moveinent today. ’
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ical immaturityAon'theppart.of menshevik-Social—Democrats, find-
ing form:in..an incorrect style ofcwork;t‘In_hiSf'Draft Resol-
ufipn.on-Measures-to:Restore"Peace‘in the:Party'-(January 1904),
Lenin;wrote:<lThe:Party:Council, as ‘the supreme institution of
the Party vigorously .condemns all disruptive moves, no matter
on-whose.part;:all refusals~toxwork;iall‘withdrawals of finan-
cial.supportzfor-the'central'Party treasury, all boycotts, which
are calculated to:lower: a Egrely-ideological~struggle of opin-
ions, views and;shadesatotthe”1eVe1“of'groaS‘mec anical press-
ure,-the»level.of,anaunseemly scuffle.” (CW 7, p.148 -~ 'my
emphasis. - J.B. ). As for dissatisfaction with the Party leader-
ship,.its.composition;.certain features - of its line, these were
seen as inevitable.. If the: party.was to develop, such differ-
-ences. should. enstateduinya-comradely.exehange of opinions
outlining the'Gauses,andfnature:of-thefdiSagreement,"or-by con-
troversy in. the columnsrof:the.Party-press'.‘ Congress decis-
ions couldaoqu.be.changedabyethe'next?Party Congress. All
Partymmembersnwere'duty:bound'to:support:linnevery-way they can
the positiveswoﬁkmcorardinatedxandadirecteduby-bothfthe central
Party bodies.' ..In: other words, the;RSDLPfcould:only function
as.aaMarXistharty:on thefbasiS'of'democratic-centraliSm.

The particular conditions.under:which' the..Second Congress was
‘convened -~i.ev:through-the iniative of the 'Iskra' organisat-
ion whichqprépared.Russian»soeial*democracy for what was the
inaugural”congressuofitheﬁPartyf-.the;first Congress left no
programme.or.Party rules: .It:failed'primarily‘becaUSe of tot-
allyninadequatewpreparatory-workzamongaRussianvSocial-Democrats,
preferring declarations .to political struggle. The organising
role of the !Iskra’nboard;was-recognised‘aS'a~continueing‘task.
Congress..saw theanewgpaper;asftheaideoiogicalrleader of the
Party, developingﬁyevolutionary:theory;ftactical and general
organisational,ideas;.as.wellraS'the general-tasks of the Party
at the.time. -'But.only ‘a.special central group (let us call it
the.Centr311Committee;say) canabe’theudirect.Eractical leader
of the movement! -_Lenin. 'A Letter to a Comrade on' our Organis-
ationalutasksf;',Hencc:the?tWOfcentreS"-tthe Central Organ and
theiCentral,Committee;—eiectedkby'the“Second Congress. The
Pagty,Cpungil,consistedgof'representativeSfof both bodies, be-
ing-thensﬁpremé»Party;institution;between congresses.
7. After.the failure;of;theuFirst:Congress of the RSDLP - i.e; its
“attempt. to.create a Party through proclamation (see 'Revision-
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ism-anduthe;BritishMAntitRevisionist-Movementl;a-MLQ@S,

P. 22-3.: - The:author-examines-the- foundation:.of the RSDLP,
contrasting;the:twouappmuaches;expressed:inwthe First and
Second Congresses¢J;=xthe;llskrai@organisation,was estab~
lished5nprepamingrthe;mbvementtideologically:and‘organis-
ationallyffor:theaParty:stage;:fThertendency~'Iskra'ists
representedzwas:mmst‘Coherent&y:expressed in:Lenin's 'What
is to bevDone?'g;bothﬁthernewspaper;‘lskra!Land'the scient-

uifiC-poiiticalujournal,t1Zaryai;fwexetseenuas;the means by

which“allzRussianaSacialzDemocrats1could:discuss all quest-
ions;.openrpolemics;were:seen:aSnessential:to'the destruct-
ion of both:economist and-parochial-trends: in..the movement -
and the. formulation: of .a programme:=-the basis for ideol-

~Ogicalnunity.w‘Organisationaily;'the;'Iskralist34established

and-maintaineducontact'iamong;aiinthe'centresuof the move-
ment....O0nly. when:such. an.organisation-has. .been founded,
inyrwhenwanRussian»seeiaiistapost;has#been%established;'will
thesParty;possessza:sound‘foundationtandabecomé a real fact,

.. -and, therefore,.a.mighty.political fofce.' .- Lenin: 'Declar-
~ation.of theuEditorial'Boardeof.Iskra$uCW~4, p.354. The
«eriginalueditorial;board-consistedaof Plekhanov, - Lenin,

9‘.
10.

by N..Lenin. to-Rosa Luxemborg'.

11.

Martov..Zasulich,;Staroveraand;Axelred;?“The'Second Congress
made;IIskxaL;the.centraixPartyvorgan,isubsequently it came
under:. the controlpoftthe'ménsheviks:r‘Forty-five-issues of
?Iskralrwereapxoduced:beﬁweengits-foundationxinaIQOO and the
Congress;of;Julyzs:August&lQOsgﬁasZweme$four_numbers of
'Zarya'. ' o '

Lenin Cw. 7, p;27¢u'Accountfof'the:Second-Congress.of the
RSDLP.

Lenin_ CW 7,up-255=6.WiOﬁeaStep;Forward,oTwo Steps Back'.
Lenin:Cw’7,;p.474.:!OnewStep:Forward,4$wg:StgpspBack - Reply
Irohicallyg*theaGermanmSocialéDemocratsnmoved;toward greater
centraiismfattbomhﬁthe;Dresden;and;Jena~Congreéses,'held
during..this period.

LeninuCW'9,;p;i44-5T51T0vtheaSecretariatvofethe International
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