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EDITORIAL

In October the People's Republic of China celebrated thirty years of
building socialism. This event was marked by a rally held in London
and attended by 150 people. Speakers from the Revolutionary Communist
League of Britain and Communist Workers' Movement spoke from the plat-
form on the significance of the occasion, and on socialist China's role
in the world today. Speakers from the 3angladesh Workers' Association,
the Anti-fascist and Anti-imperialist Student Front of Greece, and
Youth Forces for National Liberation (Jamaica) also spoke, explaining
the significance of China's struggles for socialism and against the
Supérpowers, as applied to their own particular struggles.

The article "The New Long March" in this issue of Revolution takes
up the main theme of the Thirtieth Anniversary celebrations. People's
China has had great Successes, and will continue to build a great
modern socialist state! This is a fact of great importance for the
international proletariat and the peoples of the world. Despite all the
slanders of the bourgeois press, and the attacks of revisionists of
both left and right we are confident that the Communist Party of China
is continuing along the road charted by Comrade Mao Zedong.

In upholding this stand, the article encourages readers to study
events in China. One lesson of the struggle against the "gang of four"
is the need to combat dogmatism and to “emancipate the mind". Tnis
means Tooking at developments with an open mind, and in the Vight of
concrete conditions, as opposed tc comparing events with an abstract
idea of "socialism" which has little to do with reality. If communists
and friends of China in Britain are to understand the key questions and
and debates about the construction of socialism in China and the
struggle for the four modernisations in particular, then we must grasp
that this is a material question - not a question of wishful thinking.

We are also publishing in this issue an important statement from
the Government of Democratic Kampuchea. This is the Programme of the
Democratic Front which aim: to unite all who can be united against
the Vietnamese aggressors and the puppet regime of Heng Samrin. The
publication of this programme is an important step forward in the
struggle of the Kampuchean people for national Tiberation. Another
document from the international communist movement in this issue is the
damning evidence against the Party of Labour of Albania given by the
veteran Communist Teader Kazimir Mijal. This interview, given to the
Workers' Communist Party (Marxist-Leninist) of Norway is .a 1iving proof
of the PLA's degeneration into revisionism. This party does not Timit
itself to attacks on the CPC, it also carries out provocations and
bullying attacks on those with whom it has political differences.
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i i i f Joseph
ber 21st is the 100th anniversary of the birth o N
Sta?gﬁ?mdoseph Stalin, made a great contribution to the Bolshivlgn_
revolution in 1917, He led the Part¥;1nt1ts 91??§§r223n¥$; gta]in
ting socialism in the world's irst socialis 1 . N
?:guihAHESSR into an alliance to resist the fascist axis. Und:r his
leadership the USSR played the main part in defeating German :sg;sgéd
Revolution is pleased to publish an ar%!c]e which has been contribu
to commemorate the centenary of J. Stalin. _ .
The last article in this issue is a reply to the dogmat1§T]and il
centrism of the Association of Commu;ist wgf§eriﬂ Rgggigii:} Co;;?ttee
i ticle is signed. This means that, while the 1 .
Egk:iggrs the 1inegof the article to bs_gener21;y corr?gzé 1$h§§k$: :p
ions on which the RCL as a whole does not have a line. )
g:Ss§;321opment for the journal, and reflects change§ in o#; pg};ﬁ{
which have been made as a result of tpe str*gglﬁéaggggzg :adrﬁe1d t
idealism and the Anti-Leage Faction. ormerly. ) ;
i igid vi i tions had the force
atic and rigid view that articles in our pgb]1ca had t
gggg Tine of thg Central Committee. This restricted thg Ed1t?rla]
Committee to a narrow range of subjects, aqd made tbe Jjourna og. .
rigid. Revolution will now be publishing signed articles on questio B
which go beyond the formal lines of thg League,_and wn]] b$-encougigong
letters or articles from readers who w1sh_to‘ra1sg particu arf?ggt '
or to criticise Revolution articles. We aim 1n.th1s way to rg e
debates within the League and the ML movement in the pages o L —
Jjournal. The main aim of Revolution will not_change_hoyever. ! i s
still be to propagate League views on the main theore§1ca1 an 'pg i
tical questions facing the working class and the Marxist-Leninis
movement,

Editorial Committee.
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30th ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE PEQOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA.

To the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of China,
headed by Comrade Hua Guofeng. 27th_September, 1979,

The Central Committee and«aTT‘the members of the Revolutionary
Communist League of Britain send our warmest congratulations to&you on
i le's
Republic of China. This anniversary is an occasion for great satisfac-
tion and great hope foh‘the‘peop]e'of‘Ctha,and the people of the world.

The victory of the New Democratic Revolution was an event of world
hisworic proportions.. rhe tremendous achievements in socialist revo-
Tution and socialist construction which followed are urdeniable, These
achievements are a great testimony to the resourcefulness and deter-

wi'th concrete practice in a proper materialist way.

Under the leadership of the Communist. Party of China the excellent
prospect is now opening up of the Chinese people mobilising all posi-
tive chtors vigorously inmorder to turn China into a modern powerful

front against hegemonism and war, and it will also promote social pro-

gress within all countries, Every victory you achieve is therefore a
victory for the common cause

- In this spirit we celebrate the 30th anniversary of the founding of
the People's Republic of China with great warmth and great hope for
the future of the Chinese people, and for the future of the
international working class and all mankind®

Chris Burford, Chairman

on behalf of the Central Committee
of the RCLB.




CHINA'S NEW LONG MARCH -
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Acontinuatioy_o_f
Mao’s revolutionary line
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The present developments in China are stirring events for communists
throughout the world. They also impose some strict demands. The period
of ascendency of Lin Biao and the "gang of four" caused great havoc in-
side China, but this also had implications abroad. The campaign inside

fore also had effects outside China, to the effect that it has shown
the need to combat Teft opportunism.

One result of the ultra left 1ine is that many in the Marxist-
Leninist movement who were drawn into politics at the time of the
Cultural Revolution came to understand socialism as being exclusively
ciass struggle and never-ending political upheavals. So it has taken
some time to adjust and begin to understand recent developments. This
has meant going back to basic Marxist-Leninist principles, re-reading
many of Mao's works and studying closely the documents coming from the
Peoples' Republic of China (PRC). As a result, while the RCL does not
claim to understand everything, we wholeheartedly support the present
policies of the CPC, and particularly the policy to modernise
socialist China by the year 2,000,

Like revolutionaries throughout the world, we are proud to re-affirm
our confidence in the Communist Party of China and its leaders (some
may be new to us, but they have a long history in the Chinese revo-
lution). In this 30th anniversary year, we study with interest the
exciting developments and achievements.in socialist construction, and
remember that China ‘belongs to all oppressed peoples and workers
throughout the worild. Our .interest is not academic, it is a class
interest, the victory or defeat of socialism in China has tremendous
significance for the world revolution. That is why, if we are serious
about wanting to understand the recent developments in China we must
avoid making rash Judgements and really try and study the situation
scientifically.

After the many recent political struggles inside China the present
shift in emphasis quite naturally raises questions about what is right
and what is wrong. However over the years Marxist-lLeninists have been
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deeply, so we don't lose our bearings i
, 5 . gs 1n the future. There are how
gﬁpy forces at play encouraging cynnicism, that distort and attackever
thmg s 1eaqersh1p and policies and have confused many people. Firstly
e ourgeoisie here,through th?ir‘press, are for their own selfish

international proletariat and ¢ ress ina i
]onger ig?lated and has many frig;ds. e people that China e
econdly, we have the professional “China-watchers" and th -
1est here. They have now come off the fence and declared tha: ;gzgathe
ending of the Cultura] Revolution went the ending of socialism in China
They say the Current plan of building China into a powerful modern socié
ist state"by the year 2,000 is in direct opposition to Mao's 1ine and
that the re—1ntr9ductjon" of bonuses and the import: of foreign tech-
no]ogy and loans ijs evidence of revisionism. A1l this they say, echoing
thg gang of four", proves that a right wing ‘coup has taken place in
Ch1na."(Inc1degta]1y, if things .are now "bad", what the hel) were all
these revolutionaries" doing when they were good. They only seemed to
have realised the change in retrospect, as most of these fairweather

gg;ﬁ:qi have never done much to promote support and friendship with

dictatorship of the proletariat has been overthrown or not. There is

absolutely no evidence to suggest that thig i
h ] sug 1S s0, on.the contrary th
d1gtatorsh1p of the pro]etar1a§ appears stronger than ever, Far fiom ¢




towards communism than has ever been reached before. That is a
tremendous inspiration to revolutionaries everywhere, .

This article can't hope to deal with all the many and varied deve-
Topments in China, such as the welcome extension of democracy inside
and outside the party, the new socialist legal system, tbe expansion of
culture, all designed to release and protect the initiative and cre-
ativeness of the masses of people in China. We will concentrate on
showing how the long march to socialist modernisation is a direct
continuation.of that charted by Mao Zedong, Zhou Enlai and others. And
how in .fact, this is the first time for many years that these same
economic policies for developing socialism can be fully implemented
without sabotage.

SOCIALIST TRANSFORMATION

"At the 11th national congress of the Chinese Communist Party and
the first session of the Fifth National Peoples Congr:ess, a generql .
task for the new period was set, thus heralding a shift of .emphams in
the work of the whole party and the whole nation to socialist moder_'n-
igsation, Now, thanks to the unity and concerted efforts of the entire
people, the time for this historic change has come. Onee the prolet—
artat and the other working people have seized state power a7:ld estab-
lished their political rule, economic construction rr-rust be given Top -
priority. In the early years of the Peoples' Republie, qnd especially
after the basie completion of the socialist transfomat'zon of the owner-
ship of the means of production, Comrade Mao Zedong pointed out time
and again that economic work and technical revoluvion should become our
central task... In the present pertod and for a'eongtderqbly long time
to come systematic and planned soctalist modernisation will 'be our matn
task, Whether we succeed or fail in our endeavour to modernise China
by the end of the century will decide the future of our dountry and
people”. (Hua Guofeng, Report on the work of the Government 1979 June).

To understand China's socialist modernisation programme, we should
Took at it in the context of the overall process of socialist con-
struction since 1iberation. The experience of both the Soviet Union and
China have shown us that the road to communism is not a smooth one.
Although communist strategy is clear, it must apply flexible tactics
and be prepared for set backs as well as successes. This has certainly
been the experience of China's 30 years of socialism. )

In 1949, the victory of the democratic revolution found China an
extremely poor and backward country. It had been devastated by more
than 20 years war, over the years the imperialists had sucked the )
country dry, leaving primitive unproductive agriculture and very'11tt1e
industry. It was &« semi-feudal, semi-colonial country. The question
then was,would it be possible to move from the stage of democratic
revolution to socialism under such difficult conditions.

The success of the democratic revolution and the establishment of
the. Peoples' Democratic Dictatorship in 1949 were both carr1eq out
under the strong leadership of the proletariat and the communist party.
This provided the key to making the future uninterrupted change over.
Right from the scart the democratic revolution had expropr1ateqvbureau-
crat.capital and established a basis for socialist transformation of
ownership.
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Even though more than 80% of the people were peasants, they were
able to move from one stage of the revolution to the other only under
the leadership of the working class. In all third world countries such
as China, this will be the case. To ensure the success of the socialist
revolution. the relationship between the peasants and the workers must
be handled: correctly and the dictatorship of the proletariat must be
based on the worker-peasant alliance.

"The proletariat in China is small in number, some ten millions
only, and it must rely on the severql hundred million poor peasants,
lover middle peasants, eity poor, poor handicraftmen and revolution—

ary intellectuals in order to exercige dietatorship - otherwise it
eannot, " Mao

In 1949 and before the Communist Party mobilised the masses to carry
out the movement for land reform (distributing the land to the indi-
vidual peasants). This was a continuation. of the process already :
successfully carried out in the liberated base areas. In cases where
land reform had already been completed, steps were taken to organise
various forms of mutual aid and co-operation. These measures reflected
both the subjective desires of the peasants (ie their level of poli-
tical consciousness) and the objective conditions (the level of pro-
ductive forces). The millions of peasants in China therefore enthusi-
astically supported the party -and government. Right from the start the
foreign and comprador-owned™industry were confiscated and measures were
taken to introduce state capitalist industry and commerce. The small
national bourgeoisie that did exist were encouraged to put their
expertise to the benefit of the new Peoples' Republic. This was in line
with Mao's mobilising all the positive factors. In recognition of .their
contribution to .the economy and in order not to aliente them, these
capitalists were paid high wages as managers or allowed a proportion of
the profits. if they continued to invest in their firms. .

The successes of this period proved that. socialism cannot be built
by decrees or out of text books. It must recognise and work within the
objective laws of economic development. In order to develop. smoothly
the relations of production.should reflect the development of the
productive forces which in turn arfect man's consciousness, "conscious-
ness is determined by being". In China.in 1949 the peasants' conscious=
ness was "China for the Chinese" and "land for the tiller". This con-
sciousness was correctly reflected in the movement for land reform. -
Shortly after millions -of poor and lower middle peasants, having.learn-
ed through their own experience the advantage of large scale farmging,
enthusiastically implemented the party's policies on collectivisation.
In the fifties, at the time of socialist transformation the rightists
put up fierce resistance saying China wasn't yet.ready for socialism
and needed to develop its productive forces first, ie develop.capital-
ism. They aimed at undermining the dictatorship of the proletariat. Onm
the other hand, the leftists using anything but the mass 1ine and -
concrete investigation, went rushing ahead demagogically calling for
the abolition of private plots as capitalists. In practice, private .
plots, alongside communes as the basic unit, accurately reflect the - .
Tevel of productive forces. They substantially add to the peasants-in-
come and are enthusiastically supported by the people.  To either rush
too far ahead, or to lag behind the objective and subjective conditions
results in undermining the dictarorship of the proletariat and there-
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fore leads to the danger of capitalist restoration.

The socialist transformation was in the main cgmp]eted as early as
1956. This was only possible on the basis.of the dictatorship of the
proletariat which succeeded in consolidating the worker-peasan@ alli-
ance, pushing forward with state-owned industry, grqdua11y»mak1ng;the
socialist sector of industry predominant, and arousing the ent@us1asm
of the masses for collectivisation in agriculture. Summing up in 1958,
Mao said:

"...1955 was. the year in.which the basic vietory was won as
regards the aspect of ownership in the relations of production, .
while in other aspects of the relations of produatw_n as’ we'lZ as in
some aspects of the superstructure, namely, on the tdeoloqwal and
political fronts, either a basic vietory was not won or, if .won_;'
the victory was not complete, and further efforts were required".

(Mao, Selected Works Vol.5, p245).

Once. socialist transformation was basically comp1e§e the scene was
set for the all round expansion of production, mechanisation of agri-
culture and industrialisation. : . ] )

"We have entered a period, a new period in our history in .whwh
wve have set ourselves to de, think about qnd dig into soctalzsif
industrialisation, socialist transformation and the modernisation of
our national defence, and we arve beginning to do ti:ze same th'm_,g 'mt?
atomic energy. I hope that all secretaries of prov'z:ncwl_, munieipal
-and prefectural party committees and the comrades in chqrqe of the
central department will strive to b ecome expert n political and
economie work, for which the prerequisite is a higher level of )
Marxism-Leniniem. We must do well both in politieal and ideological
work and in economic comstruction. As for the latter we must really
get to know how to do it." Mao Zedong, 1955. ) ]

In the next few years tremendous advances were made 1n_Ch1n§. Qn]y
socialism could have solved the terrible poverty, starvation, illiter-
acy and decadence that existed at the time of ]ibgration and still
exists in many third world countries today. This is because once state
power is in hands of the working class the productTvg forces can be
continually expanded and adjusted in the direct service of thg people.
The contradiction between the productive forces and the relations of -
production and between the economic base and the superstructure are not
abolished, they continue to exist under socialism, But.for the first
time ‘the conditions are.created for resolving them, this is precisely
the superiority of socialism over capitalism. o

"Soetaliet revolution aims. at liberating the productwe_ forces.
The change over from the individual to socialist,_ collective ouner-
ship in agriculture and handicrafts and from capitalist to socmhst‘-
oumership in private industry and commerce is bound to bring alzout.»*
a tremendous liberating of the productive forces. Thus the soctialist
eonditions are being created for a.tremendous expansion of industrial
and _agricultural production." (Mao. :Supreme” State Conference, 1956).

In capitalist. countries’ high productivity and advanced technology
mean inflation and unemployment. Development of the productive forces
intensifies exploitation of the working class and the: economic and
political crisis of capitalism. As Marx said, ' "aburidance” brings
scarcitv". It is precisely the intensification of all these contra-
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dictions under capitalism that make proletarian revolution a necessity.
But revolution in the advanced industrial countries wouldn't mean going
back to .a more primitive economy, it would mean utilising these ad-
vances to improve the lives of the people. It is precisely such an
increase in industrialisation and. technology that China's modernisation
programme seeks to establish, showing conclusively the superiority of
socialism over capitalism.

"You have such a big pepulation, such a vast territory and such
rich resources and what is more, it has been said that you are
building socialism which is supposed to be superior, if after much
ado for 50 or 60 years you are still unable to overtake the US, -
what a sorry figure you will cut. You should be read off the face of
the earth. Therefore to overtake the US is not only possible, but
absolutely necessary and obligatory. If we don't, we the Chinese
nation will be letting the nations of the world down and we will not
be making mueh of a contribution to mankind”, (Mao. Strengthen Party

Unity and Carry Forward Party Traditions, 1956). Socialist transform-
ation at the time was the central issue in resolving the contradiction
between the socialist and the capitalist road.

In On the Correct Handling of Contradictions Among the People Mao
analysed the political and economic situation and put forward the view
that]the two types of contradiction in society should be correctly
handled: .

"The contradiction between the national bourgeoisie and the work-
ing elass is one between exploiter and exploited, and is by nature
antagonistic, but in the concrete conditions of China, this antag-
ontatic eontradiction between the two classes, if -properly handled,
can be transformed into q non—antagonistic one and be resolved by
peaceful methods. However the contradiction between the working.
class and the national bourgeoisie will change into a eontradiction
between ourselves and the enemy if we do not handle it properly and
do not follow the policy of uniting with, eriticizing and educating
the national bourgeoisie, or if the national bourgeoisie does not
aceept this policy of ours”(Selected Werks. Vel.S p386,

Summing up the situation in China at that time, Mao said:

"Today, matters stand as follows. The large scale, turbulent
clase struggles of the masses characteristic of times of revolution
have in the main come to an end, but class struggle is by no means
entirely over". (ibid p 395),

In the years immediately following this the general line was formu-
lated of “going all out, aiming high and achieving greater, faster,
better and more economical results in building socialism". This was a
period of the peoples enthusiasm for socialism when new ways of carrying
out socialist construction were explored, new ground was broken, includ-

ing the movement in the countryside for the setting up of the peoples'
communes.

AQRICULTURE‘A§_IHE FOUNDATION - INDUSTRY AS THE LEADING FACTOR

The decade or so from socialist transformation upto the outbreak of the
Cultural Revolution were exciting but difficult years for the Chinese
people. They coincided with the biggest ever betrayal of the inter-
national proletariat - the first socialist state, the.Soviet Union of
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ing up with the West, the living stanaards are even lower in the
countryside than the cities, which is where the vast majority of
China's millions live and work. Mao said,. "the contradiction between
the working class and peasantry is resolved by the method of collec-
tivisation and mechanisation in agriculture". Collectivisation has now
reached the stage of the Peoples’ Communes, but China's agriculture has
a ]ong.way to go before being substantially mechanised. Without such

agriculture is concentrating, it is the main way to ensure the steady
increase in the peasants' income. The Government has also recently - in-
creased the amount of investment it gives to agriculture raised the
price it pays for grain, and by publicising the national family plan-
ning policy, contributed to raising the peasants' income more in Yine
with the workers who themselves directly benefit from the resulting in-
Crease in the amount and variety of food,

Dazhai showed that not only dees mechanisation add directly to the
increase in funds, but indirectly as well by releasing the peasants for
what are called side-line occupations, ie forestry, fishing, animal
husbandry etc. They set up repair and light industrial work-shops to
make them more self-reliant and to raise funds. Like Daging, Dazhai
put politics in command in a concrete way by revolutionising leadership.
The communes leadership comes directly from the party committee, with
cadres taking part in production and the poor and lower middle peasants
firmly establishing their political dominance. It is through these
methods that China aims to raise the present 3 level system of owner-
ship of the peoples' communes (collective, brigade, team) to fully col-
lective ownership by the peoples' communes and eventually ownership of
the whole people. The "gang .of four" pretended to support Dazhai. They
"popularised" it in such a way as to make the lessons of -Dazhai in-
applicable. Firstly they dogmatically called on all communes, whatever
their conditions, to ‘copy Dazhai. This resulted in demoralisation be-
cause often, where conditions were poor, this process would take longer.
Secondly the "gang of four" called for the basic accounting unit in
communes to be the production brigade and not the production team when
the basic form of ownership in communes is still the production team.
This might sound very revolutionary to us, but if it does not reflect
the concrete relations or forces of production, or the consciousness
and needs of the masses, it is objectively counter-revolutionary.

Throughout the transitional period of socialism, the aim is to
gradually abolish classes. One stage of this is to transform the
peasantry into agricultural proletarians, this can only.be accomplished
by high productivity and industrialisation. Marxism teaches that "of
all the classes that stand face to face with the bourgeoisie today, the
proletariat alone is a really revolutionary class". (Communist

Manifesto). That is because all other classes are transitional. The .
trotskyists still stubbornly interpret this as meaning that as long as
the third world are mainly peasants they will be incapable of carrying
out a revolution without either firstly going through a process of
capitalism to create worker§, or to rely on the strength and support of
their "white" brothers and sisters in the industrial west! A1l revolu-
tioris to date have shown this to be rubbish, that-if the proletariat
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ever small) and their party take the lead, the peasants can be
é2g¥lised to e%thusiasticaq1y support the revolution and build a last-
ing alliance with the working class. Classes and'c1ass forces represent
a particular historical stage, communists can't jump stages. Engels
Foresaw that "division of classes is invariably connected with a s
specific mode of production, it will be swept away by the full deve-
lopment of the modern productive forces".

THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION

Mao's great theory of continuing the revo]u?ion under the dictatorship
of the proletariat was developed after summing up the_expgr1ence of
both China and the Soviet Union, particularly the capitalist resto- )
ration inside the Soviet Union. The Cultural Revolution was the culmi-
nation of that theory that classes and class struggle continue to-
exist under socialism and that having seized power the masses of the
people must be mobilised to consolidate their dictatorship. The
Cultural Revolution started off as a struggle to defend and strengthen
the digtatorship of the proletariat from the attacks of thﬁ r1gh§ and
ended with the final overthrow of the "left" “gang_of four". Having
prevented the restoration of capitalism and consolidated state power,
in 1978 after twelve long years the Cultural Revolution was brought to
a conclusion. ‘

At the inception of the Cultural Revolution in 1966, Mao led the
Central Committee in drawing up the "16 Points" which were to be the
guidelines. ) )

" "The aim of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution is to revo-

lutionise people's ideology and as a consequence to achieve greater,

faster, better and more economical results in all fields of work.

If the masses are fully aroused and proper arrangements are made,

it i& possible to carry out both the cultural revolution an@ pro--

duction without hampering one another, whzlg guaranteeing high )
quality in all our work. The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolgtzon

18 a powerful motive force for the deveZopmen? of the productive

forces in our country. Any idea of counterposing the Great

Proletarian Cultural Revolution against the development of

production is incorrect’. ) ) )

It is clear now in retrospect, that this line was not carried out
and that increasingly production was counterposed to ‘revolution and
'Lin Biao and the "gang of four" were able to cause an enormous amount
of disruption to the economy as well as political confusion before
they were finally exposed and defeated. How much the ultra left
excesses outweigh the positive is still being assgssed aqd a final
summing up may take some time as the concrete manifestations of ultra
Teftism are still coming to 1ight. At the time Mao's assessment was
that it had been 70% positive and 30% negative, tha? assessment will
obviously have to be looked at again with the benefit of h1n§s1ght.
However the Daily Telegraph and others who would have us believe that
the Chinese 'are just emerging from a period of total anarchy and
fascism are going to be disappointed. The Cultural Revolution success-
fully.prevented the restoration of capitalism, it mobilised the masses
to defend socialism from the attacks of both the left and the right
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and that should never be underestimated or forgotten. Obviously our
past idealism that it was all marvellous, is increasingly being shown
to be facile, but rash judgement of either all positive or all
negative won't really do much to help anyone understand anything.

How is it that both the "left" and the right Tines if followed
would have resulted in capitalist restoration? Mao and the Communist
Party of China have always emphasised waging ideological struggle on
two fronts. "Our party has consolidated it self and grown strong through
the struggle on two fronts". ( The role ot the LPC in the national
war 1938). The bourgeois rightists' line said that With 'the elimination

the bourgeoisie, with the sBcialist transformation of the means of
production, the question of whether socialism or capitalism would win
out had already been decided in favour of socialism. Class struggle
was therefore wasteful and redundant and all efforts should be con-
centrated on developing production. This became known as the "theory
of productive forces". In practice it would have resulted in over-
turning the dictatorship of the proletariat. The socialist state is
democracy for the people but dictatorship over the bourgeoisie. The
revolution must be carried out on all fronts to assert the dominance
of proletarian ideology over all aspects of society.

With the victory over the bourgeois Tine, Mao called for the ending
of the Cultural Revolution and a return to order: "8 Yyears have passed
since the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution started. It is prefer-
able to have stability now. The whole party and the whole army should
get united, its better to have stability and unity."

But the Cultural Revolution was in fact to last for a further five
years. Mao's call for unity and stability went unheeded by Lin Biao
and the "gang of four" who escalated their counter-revolutionary ac-
rivities. They had emerged during the Cultural Revolution posing as the
great defenders of Mao's revolutionary line against the rightists. They
used this cover to exploit the peoples' revolutionary aspirations. They
purposely distorted the theory of continuing the revolution under the
dictatorship of the proletariat, by turning the people into enemies and
waging all out war against anyone who got in their way. In complete
disregard for Mao's line of having faith in the masses, uniting the
many against the few, and the correct handling of contradictions, they
Tabelled veteran party members and outstanding workers as capitalist ,
and stifled all opposition to their line. They portrayed the history of
of- the CPC as nothing but a history of fierce two line struggle, forget-
ting the tremendous achievements and the high level of unity that had
directly resulted from these struggles. Their plan was. to foment
anarchy in the name of revolution and then in the heat of the confusion,
step into the vacuum as.saviours. By mixing up all sorts of contra-
dictions, hitting out in all directions, they were able to spread a lot
of political confusion and caused many to lose their bearings. They
relied on the fact that the people had just emerged from an intense
struggle against the rightists and would not easily see through their
left demagogy and identify them as counter-revolutionaries. To some
extent this is what happened. The masses were not well prepared for a
struggle against left opportunism. The initiative was temporarily
taken out of their hands and the people's confidence was undermined.
However in time the "gang of four" were exposed and defeated but not
before a Tong and complex struggle to get to know them had occured. The
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extent ot the damage both to the economy and to the class struggle is
still not easy to assess. The Chinese have characterised them as
carrying out a fascist type rule. Certainly they were directly respon.-
sible for many years of economic stagnation with their line of counter-
posing economics to politics leading to a big run down of production. It
is precisely to redress the balance that there is the present shift ot
emphasis. There is a lot of time to be made up for,which is why there

is a definite sense of urgency. .

"...Tt is necessary to make a setentific analysis - one which
conforms to reality — of the internal class situation and clase
struggle after the establishment of the socialist system and adopt
correct policies and measures accordingly. Class struggle still
exists to a certain extent after the exploiters in our country no
longer exist as classes. While rejecting the view that class
struggle no longer exists, we must oppose the view that magnifies it,
to say nothing of creating so—called class struggles out of the i
votd, We must strictly distinguish between the two different types
of contradietions and never mistake contradictions among the people
Jfor those with the enemy, still less conduct inner-Party struggle
the wvay we fight the enemy. This is the only way to maintain a

soctal and political situation characterised by stability and unity".

(Comrade Ye Jianying's Speech at the Meeting in Ce]ebration_of the 30th
Anniversary of the Founding of the Peoples’ Republic of China. Beijing
Review 40, 1979 p 21).

REVOLUIION AND PRODUCTION

There is a common.beliet that it is better to be left .than to be
right. Practice has shown, in the Soviet Union with Trotsky. in Chine
with the "gang of four", and even in the RCLB with our pathetic.
little faction, that leftists can cause as much disruption, sabotage
and confusion as the rightists. In fact left opportunism is generally
more dangerous precisely because it hides behind revolutionary souna-
ing phrase mongering. That is why in the struggle to expose the "gang
of four" in China a lot of emphasis was placed on practice being the
sole criterion of truth, .

The essence of many of these ideological struggles against both
left and right in China have centred on getting a correct balance in
the dialectical relationship between economics and politics.

"There is absolutely no doubt about the unity of politics and
economics, the unity of politics and technique. This is true now
and will always be true. -Ideological work and political work aqre
the guarantee for accomplishing economic work and technical work
and they serve the economic base™. Mao then goes on to say, "more-
over, ideology and politics ave the commander, the soul’. In .other

words of the two, politics: and economics, politics-is primary. This
concept of the primacy of politics is again crystallised in the .
slogan formulated during the Culturat Revolution "Grasp revolution;
promote production".
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Why js_it that generally speaking politics is primary? Kevolution-
ary political power must first be established for economic production

in China today stated;
- "... the fundamental aim has been to liberate the forces of
production from the shackles of tmperialism, feudalism, so as to
turn and bring about a steady Improvement in the material and
“eultural life of the whole nation... Almost 30 years have passed
sina.e the founding of the PRC, yet to this day the superiority of

socialism has not been consistently and effectively brought into

z seo Firet we
recognise both that_ class struggle has not yet come to an end and

stage..

in our soctety; in waging it we must eentre around and serve the
central task of socialist modernisation”,
(Report on Work of Government, National Peoples' Congress,1979).
At a certain stage, ie when the proletarian dictatorship has been
firmly established the principal contradiction in society can and does
: _ a - It will be imposs-
ible for communism to win final victory over capitalism without a
large degree of industrialisation. It will be impossible .to move from
the_sq;ia]ist_princip]e of "each according to his ability, to each
according to his work" to the communist principle of “"each according to
abi]ityé to each according to his need" without an enormous increase in
production creating_a society of plenty. Therefore: at a certain stage it

Socia]i§t or not. "once the proletariat and the other working people-
have seized state pover and established their political rule, ecomomic

sonstruction must be given top priority”. (Hua Guofung, Report on Work
of the Government, 1979). :

THT§ relationship between .revolution ana production, politics and
_ecinom1cs s a complex one, and it is at the root of much of the
current confusion about ‘China's- modernisation. The slogan "Grasp revo-
lution, promote production® has been under study and discussion recent:
1y in China. This may be because they feel it no_longer reflects the
emphasis needed now. Clearly the recent emphasis has been on redress-

13




ing the balance and stressing economics. Whether this is right or
wrong depends on a scientific analysis of the actual situation in
China to see which is the principal contradiction. "The study on
various states of uneveness in contradiction. .. of the prineipal
aspect of a contradiction constitutes an essential method by which a
revolutionary political party correctly determines its strategic and
tactical policies...” (Mao, On Contradiction).

Mao goes on to say how the principal aspect and the principal con-
tradiction can change in different circumstances, usually with. the
resolution of one. Today the principal contradiction is that which is
holding back the all-round development of socialism in China, clearly
it is the relatively backward economy that is putting the brakes on
the a1l round development of socialism 4 .China now (certainly not for
ever more). It is a big, rather than a gradual shift because of the
urgency to repair the damaged economy and quickly catch up and then
surpass the advanced technological levels of the capitalist world to
demonstrate the superiority of socialism by substantially raising the
1iving standares o the peeple Ihere is also the overall urgency of
the wgrld situation, the frantic war preparations of Soviet social
imperialism demand that China modernises and- strengthens national
defence, not only in defence of socialism but as a strong support for
the workers, oppressed peoples and countries of the world. Technology
needs to be developed for this, that requires a raising of educational
standards as well as the importing of foreign "know-how". Far from
deviating from the policy of putting politics in command this is the
correct implementation of that policy in the actual conditions.

"On Chairman's Mao's instruction, it was suggested in the report
of the work of the Govermment to the third National Peoples' '
Congress that we might envisage the development of our national
economy in two stages beginning from the third five year plan. The
first stage s to build an independent and relatively comprehensive
industrial and economic system in fifteen years, that is before
1980, the second stage is to accomplish the comprehensive modernis-
ation of agriculture, industry, national defence and science and
technology before the end of the century, so that our national
economy will be advancing in the front ranks of the world". (Zhou

Enlai, Report on the work of the Government, 1975, 4th National
Peoples' Congress). L ,

Only dogmatists, whose policies come out of the top of their heads
rather than from an analysis of the conditions in the real world, car
fail to recognise that an economically, technically and militarily
strong China is essential to further consolidate the dictatorship of
the proletariat and prevent capitalist restoration.

Within this new emphasis is the danger that it will go too far.
Constant struggle will be necessary to keep the balance right. There
will be many things that we don't understand, but we have confidence
that the Chinese people and party are as aware of these dangers as.we
are. They have been tempered over many years of bitter struggle and
will not easily forget the result of relaxing their vigilance. There
will of course be bourgeois elements who Jjump on the bandwagon for
their own ends, but that must surely have already been anticipated.
Even when implementing the cerrect line, mistakes
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will be made, there wil) have to be adjustments and re-assessment

de, t : . S. .
Thesg are 1nevitable. Even With the greatest of leaders and the purest
of 1ine, setting out on apreviously untrodden path will ‘largely be a

With all the blare of publicity -that the socialist modernisation pro-
gramme hgs-got in the West we shouldn't forget that the emphasis.ﬁas

This meant concentrating on consolidating and revitalising

! a rat g the Part
1de91991ca11¥,.po]1t1ca1]y and organisationally on the basis of Mariism-
Leninism, uniting the working class and people around the Party,
strengthening the united front,.and unfolding genuine proletarian demo-~

been discussed and approved by the masses can be enthusiasti

b call
imlemented by them. The masses of people, through the Party, they
Congress, the reconstituted women's federation, Trade Unions, Youth

of progress rapid. It is natural with all these factors i
rogres: . ! s people will
get carried away with enthusiasm and ‘have to be pulled bacE tg a more
rea11§t1c and-corqect approach. "Generally speaking, whether in the
anctzcihof c.?kanguzzg nature or of changing society men's original
Laeas, theories, plans or programmes are ld iz .
a2t$ﬂati0n"..(Mao, On Praciicg). serdom mealtocd without. any
,..Ne correct Tine is always achieved in the course of struggle. There
will have to be continuous ideological and political strugg]ggto get '
the p]an.r1ght, thgn further struggle on the implementation. Only a
democratic centralist party, practising criticism and self-criticism,
is able to apply the mass Tine, sum up the situation, make adjustments

Already the original plan has had to be readjusted. The next three
years are bg1ng devoted to "readjusting, restructuring, consolidating
and improving the national economy in order to lay the foundations
for well proportioned and high speed development" . Many of ‘the adjust-
Tents are in Tine with points raised by Mag in 1956 in his article

On Ten'MaJor;Relat1onships". Summing up the experience both of China
and Sevlet_Un1on this important document puts forward the basic policy
for achieving the correct relationship between socialist revolution and
socialist construction. Mao deals frankly with many of the contradic-
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tions within socialist society and points to the way forwar i
solving them step by step. Mao's method throughout this work is to
isolate the principal contradiction and then set about to resolve.it in
the most effective way possible. For example a principal contradiction
both in 1956 and in 1979 is the need to develop heavy industry. How;ver
Mao shows that "If you really want heavy indust'rzes .badly you shoul
invest more in light industries..." because "light zm’i’strfi,es and
izgriculture ean accumulate more capital and faster... o d
Recent adjustments to the national plan have meant an increase o
investment in agriculture and light indstry and a cutting down 1nh'cﬁ
number of capital construction projects,tconcgnﬁgat1ggegn1:2:s?nse;t_
e items urgently needed by the state an at need
Egﬂzuc;ield quicﬂ returns and are profitable. These profits can tgﬁg go
to aécumu]ate funds for the state to eqund1p;ggugg}?gda$grrgazﬁ e
-of Vivi - aisa
general standard of living. The re-apprais e try o n Concen
and more economical use of already existing ind 3 e
i i 1 production to service industry.
tration on expanding transport anq fue T Ceeontial to keep up with
Also the overall expansion of agriculture is essen K !
id i i t. Their expansion must be
the need of the rapid industrial developmen B CUESIGNON SIS B
1y supportive and not put unnecessary strains 0
gﬁzugloﬁomy?pTherefore the mechanisation and modernisation of
agriculture is the key. .y hasises the party's Hne
"On Ten Major Relationships" Mao re-emphasise )
bf 'I'wnhz?: »relying}] mainly on our vwn efforts, making external aseistance
ey . '
eubi%e$ﬁﬁzstion of "external assistance“,.fore1gn trade and !oanngsin
probably the most controversial of all Cp1naé;_cur;32: ﬁggsg;e;ﬁythingg
i bout how China
spent the last few years boasting a e o o tarte n the
and based exclusively on self-reliance, it leav sty L
ign i loans. But China's moderni
mouth to-hear of foreign investment and SR S '
i sm. The importan
ation needs funds, it can't be built on our 1hea i Tporiat
i i i t is the basis of her
factor is how dependent is China on others, wha 4 e
ina' i i i imarily financed by domestic 3
growth. China's modernisation is prim s e asing
ion. By self reliantly carrying out strict ec > in
;i:&ggtioﬁ,'raising the quality and Xar1etyf Pg ?:2&$§§£?$2¥%ég]and
1 s - - 13 . t e peop e .
raising the level pf_product1v1§y, oot o Gepandent on
so is their consumption. The Chinese state ca B e e not ‘pre-
: ign loans, however favourable and it has_prove _that
;g:gégto incréase the burden of the peop]e? by getting 1n§? enorT?usro—
debt. This means that foreign loans are still a considera % sma ta%e
portion of the overall funds. As Tong as the working class have s

power firmly in their hands they can decide how best to use these funds.

roblems are also raised by the question of use of foreign
tecigg?ogy - especially the ﬂueégéoq of Jg12¥w§;§eggg1§2:nw1tg Tg;ﬁ;gn
capitalists. The policy of the CPC is, an S Ch'na’does ear

rong points of all nations and countries. Chi .

:;g? gggizgrimgngtely. The study and intr?duct1on of adv§ncegrzspigr
ence and advanced techniques of the West is now very zqc tge AR
increasing self reliance. The emphasis after recent a 3us.2eni]] .
the modernisation of China cannot be bought or borrowe ﬂ'1Chwnese co-
achieved by the hard work and concentrated efforts of the gein 'Eom-
ple. For example, the import of techng]ogy_and egu1pmen§ 1ze stagdard-
bined with improving the existing engineering skills an
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isation and serialisation of products to improve efficiency.

It is a fact in the present world situation that the advanced
rapitalist economies possess the most advanced means of .production in
many fields. These advanced means are regarded as the private property
of the capitalists themselves. If China is to obtain them, to put them
in the service of sociatist construction they must be bought. One way
of doing this, and of obtaining capital to supplement China's needs,
is to encourage joint enterprises just as Lenin and Stalin did “in the
1920's and 1930's. Of course, this means that a portion of the Chinese
market will be open to imperialism. But this is the price that must be
paid. This compromise is necessary to obtain advanced technology, which
is_the foundation of China's modernisation policy.

China still relies mainly on her natural resources to develop pro-
duction and the industry and wisdom of the Chinese people to carry out
technical innovations. The policy is.to combine creation with assimil-
ation. China imports only the techiques and industrial equipment that
will reinforce the country's potential of self-reliance and accelerate
socialist construction. In foreign trade the policy is for a balance
between imports and exports, by increasing exports in order to pay for
importing -advanced equipment and technology. The adjusted policy of
reinforcing self reliance has been graphically summed up as:

"The former practice of buying eggs instead of chickens should be
changed into buying chickens instead of eggs, of buying fewer eggs.
The buying of chickens, if necessary, must not be duplicated”.

The struggle over learning from the advanced experience of capital-
ist countries is not a new question for socialism, the same struggle
took place in the early days of the Soviet Union. After the October -
Revolution Lenin pointed -out the importance of obtaining as quickly as
possible from the capitalist countries the means of production. Trotsky
attacked this on the grounds that, "the economy of the Soviet state
would alvays be under the control of world economy", Stalin in reply
to this type of pure .isolationism said, "to depict a scetalist economy
as somthing absolutely self-contained and absolutely independent of the
surrowunding national economies is to talk nonsense .

Our ultra lefts of tecday are in good company! Along with Trotsky and
the "gang of four" they want the socialist state to stand aloof from
the rest of the world for fear of corruption. This fine idealism about
the purity of socialism in practice means depriving the proletariat of .
the most advanced techniques and-keeping the country economically
backward.

In 1920 Lenin showed the emptiness of such idealism. "Our main
policy must be to develop the state economically... there must be less
fine words for you cannot satisfy the people with fine words".

. In 1956 Mao said, "In teehnology I thimk at first we have to follow
others in most cases, and it .is better for ue to do so, since at
present we are lacking in technology and know little about it. However

in those cases. where we already-have eleqp knowzedge we must not follow
nthers in every detail".

‘The recently adjusted policy puts a lot of emphasis on the self
reliant training of specialists as an important method of raising the
scientific and technical level of the nation. Owing to the serious
disruption of the educational system over the last few years, there is
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now an enormous expansion in the educational opportunities to overcome
the serious shortage of qualified young people. Post graduate studies
have been restored, using not only Chinese expertise but inviting
foreign specialists .to lecture and increasing the number of Chinese
students studying abroad. There has been an expansion of the July 21st
workers' colleges run by factories. Open door schooling is being re-
applied in a non-dogmatic way by combining theory and practice in mare
specific ways. This means students directly teaching a needed;skill or
learning a practical skill which enriches their education, Just
getting your hands dirty is no longer considered enough on its own.
There has been a reintroduction of the examination system. Millions of
young people have shown their enthusiasm to undertake these exams to
contribute fully to socialist modernisation. The overspill is catered
for by the TV Open University which is literally subscribed to by
millions. Apart from this spare time education is greatly increased
with evening classes, day release etc. supplementing-the schools which
have now increased the system by one year to a unified ten year system.
In this way the scientific, technical-and cultural level of the whole
country will be raised, and not just that of an elite.

The recent adjustments have been summed up as "taking one step back-
wards in order to take two steps forwards®. Hewever:-a- big step forwards
has been taken in raising the 1iving standards of the people. Recently
the lowest paid workers received a substantial .pay rise. There has also
been substantial increase in the income of the peasants. The Government
has raised the price it pays for farm and side-line products, while
reducing or exempting the communes from taxes. “...our agricultural
tax has always been low... -our purchase prices are gradually being
raised... we follow a policy of larger sales at a small profit and of
stabilising or appropriately reducing their prices... we must take
greater.care and handle the relationship between the state and peasants
well". (Ten Major Relationships.) :

In Hua Gofeng's Report on the work of the Government, he sums up
what is meant by readjusting, restructuring and consolidating and im-
proving- the economy: "By readjusting we mean making conscientious
efforts to rectify the serious disproportions in our economy caused by
the long years of interference and sabotage by Lin Biao and the "gang
of four", to bring about a relatively good co-ordination in the growth
of agriculture and light and heavy industries and of the various indu-
strial branches, and to maintain a proper ratio between accumulation
and consumption... By restructuring we mean an overall reform of the
structure of economic, management carried out firmly and step by step.
The trouble with the present structure is that in many areas and in
varying degrees it violates objective laws... By consolidation we mean
8 resolute and effective shake up in the existing enterprises and
especially those in which management is in confusion. To realise thes
modernisations new enterprises must certainly be built. But we must
Fely mainly on tapping the potential of the large numbers of existing
enterprises, renovating and transforming them and enabling them to
reach or approach modern standards".

The whole report is a.sober dialectical materialist approach to
Eu@min? up questions. It prodeeds from the reality of the situation in
Lhina Tisting the cconomic achievements over the last two years and
setting the new targets. The po]ici?§ of the Government which are

FéTieciea in the Report are a most definite continuati i
?;§g o#t11ned by Mao in "Ten Major,Relationships" and g:h:: ﬁgsk2011
ol ug o¥t, the Repgrp adopts Mao's Marxist method of having faitﬁ in
Ehe people and of giving play to their enthusiasm and initiative in

u1ggggg|Ch1na into a Eowerfu] modern state.

S enemies - the revisionists of rj ht and le
A - . -

gresent_these policies as a "return: to capigalism". T:: ?;;eﬁgg]ggtre
ugurge0153es ga]l the four modernisations a process of -

_e-Mao1f1caF1on . In fact as this article has shown the present poli-
cies are a direct continuation of those put forward: by Mao and Zhou.

wing
stressing the lead-

"We must proceed From China's reqlities
;i i : make a careful
the Zaugs of economics and the laws of natu;-e, and open fg asggzz (tg‘
moc'iern?satzon .szfzted to China's specific conditions and features"
(Ye J1any1n93 Bezj?ng Review 40, p23), ‘ |
In following this path the CPC will win further

further develop Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong ThoughtVICt°r1es, and will
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KAMPUCHEA:DRAFT
POLITICAL PROGRAMME

1 X % the struggle
Demoeratie Kampuchea today stands in the front line of
against superpower aggression and waw - a focus of all the urgent
i8sues of cuntemporary world politics in much the same way as
Republican Spain in the 1930's.

. . . , he
The scale of the Vietnam-Russian genoczdal.war against t
Kompuchean people plus the hysterical world—'mde‘ anti-Kampuchea pro-
vaganda campaign, are unprecedented in recent times. But Kampuchea
Sights on magnificently, to regain its ownm precious v..ndeperfdence, to
defend the independence of neighbouring small countries which are also
now threatened, fully comfident in final vietory.

The Democratic Kampuchean Govern :nt has issued a call to expand the
Patriotic Untted Front to include even those tha? for one reason or
knother previously opposed. the Government,‘espeqzallq who opposed t@; .
eocialist revolution, The Draft Progrdmme is bezng-dzsqussed_very wide
ly indeed. It atimg &t nothing short oOf the total fighting unity of.gll
patriotic Kampucheans, not only for the duration of the fational liber-—
ation war but throughout the period of reconstruction ag well so ashto
build up an independent, wiited, demoeratic, and non-aligned Kampuchea.
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STATEMENT OF THE

PRESIDENT OF THE PRESIDIUM OF THE STATE

OF DEMOCRATIC KAMPYCHEA

KHIEU SAMPHAN

PRESENTING THE DRAFT OF THE POLITICAL PROGRAMME

OF THE

PATRIOTIC AND DEMOCRATIC FRONT OF

GREAT NATIONAL UNION OF KAMPUCHEA

Democratic Kampuchea, August 21st, 1979,

In the situation where the Vietnamese enemy aggresses and invades

our Kampuchea in the

most barbarous way to swallow her and exterminate

our race,-the great union of the whole nation and the whole people of

Kampuchea has proved

as a powerful force which pounces upon the

Vietnamese aggressors, expansionists, swallowers of territory and
exterminators of race and their running dogs, driving them more and

more deeply-into the

abyss of the people's war. At home, the great

unfori of the 4 forces (*) attacks the Vietnamese aggressors, expansion-
ists, swallowers of territory and exterminators of race and their run-~
ning dogs in the military field as well as in the political, economic,

diplomatic and other

fields. Abroad, the Kampuchea nationals from

everywhere stand By the side of our nation and our people to wage the

struggle .against the

Vietnamese aggressors, expansionists, swallowers

of territory and exterminators of race and their running dogs.
Based on this great and powerful union of fighting against the

Vietnamese aggressors and

will ineluctabiy win

their running dogs our nation and our people-
the final victory.

It is with this firm conviction and in view of achieying the Tlarges.

harmony of the whole

nation and the whole people of Kampuchea around

the political programme so as to develop and reinforce this force of

great national union
ning dogs in a large

against the Vietnamese aggressors and their run-
and strong patriotic and democratic Front that,

on behalf of the Presidium of the State of Democratic Kampuchea and the

Government of Democra
of the political prog
Great National Union
compatriots and frien

This draft of the
the opinions of vario
casions. But t s ne
in order to further i
programme of the Fron
union of the whole na
the. Vietnamese aggres

tic Kampuchea, I would Tike to present the draft
ramme of the "Patriotic and Democratic Front of
of Kampuchea" to all our respected and dear

ds,

political programme has been drawn up after taking
us political and social circles on several oc-
cessary to exchange opinions with other parties
mprove and make more effective this political.

t whose main purpose is to achieve the great
tion and the whole people of Kampuchea to fight
sors, expansionists, swallowers of territory,

- The regular guer
Tutionary violence of
self-defence guards,
committees set up and

(*) The 4 categories of forces are:

rillas - the guerrillas of the base - the revo-
.the whole people - the forces constituted by the
the Khmer soldiers and the administrative
forcibly enlisted by the Vietnamese aggressors.,
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exterminators of race and their running dogs, and to totally wipe them
out of the Kampuchean territory,

DRAFT OF THE POLITICAL PROGRAMME OF THE
PATRIOTIC AND DEMOCRATIC FRONT OF
GREAT NATIONAL UNION OF KAMPUCHEA

Democratic Kampuchea, August 21, 1979
PREAMBLE

At this new stage of our history when the Le Duan clique carries
out invasion and aggression against Kampuchea in the most bToody and
douTourous way in order to swallow her and to extermiante our race, the
main task of the whole nation.and the whole people of Kampuchea s to
fight against the Vietnamese aggressors, expansionists, swallowers of
territory and exterminators of race to totally wipe them out from the
beloved Democratic Kampuchea territory. So, the whole nation and the
whole people of Kampuchea, regardless of the political tendgncges and
disagreements, uphold the Banner of the great national patriotic and
democratic union of Kampuchea and unite together in a large front
named:

"PATRIOTIC AND DEMOCRATIC FRONT. OF GREAT NATIONAL UNION OF KAMPUCHEA"

The one and only condition of this great union of the whole nation
and the whole people of Kampuchea is to unite together to wage q]]
forms of struggles against the Vietnamese aggressors, expansionists,
swallowers of territory, exterminators of race.

I
PURPOSE

To unite in a large national front all the patriotic and democratic
forces, at home as well as abroad, in order to:

1. resolutely fight the Vietnamese aggressors, expansionists, swallow-
ers of territory, exterminators of race, so as to totally wipe them
out from the Kampuchea territory and overthrow the puppet Heng
Samrin, running dog of the Vietnamese aggressors;

2. build up an independent, united, democratic, peaceful, neutral, and
non-aligned Kampuchea,

IT
POLLTICAL PROGRAMME IN"ALL FIELDS
A. DOMESTIC POLICY
1. in the political field

- To unite in a large national front the people of Kampuchea of all
nationalities, all the Kampuchea nationals 1iving abroad and all the
foreign nationals in Kampuchea who are determined to fight, under al1
forms, the Vietnamese aggressors in order to totally wipe them out from
the Kampuchea territory; )
~ To build up a society where every citizen enjoys the democratic
freedoms in his occupation as well as in his daily Tife;
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- To guarantee the democratic treedoms in the political life, in the
spiritual Tife and in the material life;

- To guarantee the freedom of forming political parties, various
associations and mass organisations;

- To guarantee the liberty of opinion, “the 1iberty of speech, the
1iberty of press, the liberty of meeting, the Tiberty to correspond,
the Tiberty to circulate, the liberty of residency;

- To guarantee a parliamentary regime with a national assembly elected
through a secret, direct, free and universal vote (the General
Secretqry of the United Nations Organisation or his representative will

ensure Tts free and democratic proceeding]), ‘

- To enlarge the government of Democratic Kampuchea and the adminis-
trative system at all Tevels, The representatives of the various poli-
tica1'organisations, social strata and the patriotic independent per-
sonages who struggle against the Vietnamese aggressors and their run-

zen, even he has not yet adhered to the Front for various reasons or
whatever his past, provided he wages the 'struggle against the
Vietnamese aggressors and their running dogs,

- Any member of the self-defence forces, any soldier and servant of the

same blood and same flesh as us.

- Towards the Vietnamese aggressor soldiers of all ranks and all categ-
ories and their buppets who consent to lay down the arms, the Patriotic
and Democratic Front of Great National Union of Kampuchea ensures their
Tives and implements a correct policy of clemency and solicitude,

- The same policy of clemency and solicitude is implemented towards the
prisoners of war.

2. in the military field

- To form a national army strong in all fields, whose present task is
to fight the Vietnamese aggressors and to liberate the nation, and the
futu;e task will be to ensure the defence of the Kampuchean nation and
peoples

- On the basis of the condition of the political programme.of the
Patriotic and: Democratic Front of Great National Union of Kampuches,
the various patriotic armed forces who fight the Vi tnamese aggressors
and their running dog Heng Samrin have to adopt a defined programme for
common actions with the purpose of fighting the-Vietnamese aggressors
and their puppets in order to win the victory,
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3. in the economic field
- To build up a national independent economy;

tB‘estab]ish economic and

trade relations with all countries on the basis of reciprocal benefits; 3

- L i

~ To ensure the right to production and the 1Tberty.1n exercising ?ne s
occﬁpation in all gfe]ds: agriculture, handigraft, industry, trade;
- A1l activities of every citizen in the agriculture, handicraft, Y
industry, and trade fields are encouraged, supported and defended. The
fruits of all these activities are fully guaranteed; .
- Every citizen enjoys the 1iberty of working aqd of carrying out ant
individual or family productive activity, The Tiberty of carrying og'
any form of production according with one's preference is guaragtee A
- To guarantee and protect the griva%etprgpegt{hg: every Kampuchea

iti and of every foreign national in Kampu 1ea; .
E1Rlzﬁgmg, the tradg exchagges are carried out By using national
currency.

4. in the social field

= To ensure the material 1ife,‘pqrt1cu1ar1y in regard of food, clothes,
?Oggiggotgﬁgiglgesév:?ogvigz gé:%iﬁ?iespecié1ly of the children, the
?%%ﬁ%gg$%$%%£gyéﬁd£?5$wttoﬂ]ﬂﬁﬁdmsﬁ
v lovers of Revatony. oxieciianese aggressors, e

- Every citizen enjoys %he liberty for marrying and leading a family
-iig;guarantee equality between man and woman in all fields.

5. in the fields of culture, science, technology, religion

- rotect and develop the people's national culture and traditionss
- $g Eota]ly eradicate ghe illiteracy all over Kampucheq; i
- To ensure the development of culture, teach1ng,n education, arts,
science and various technologies and e:suri ghe-r*gﬁt for attending

i dary as well as universi y studies;
?r}2a€¥5126222 ut%ost number of technicians 1in the fields of cu1?ure,
Titerature, teaching, education, science and national teghno]ogy, .
- To use the advanced science and technology pf the foreign countrles
for serving the development of thg nation anq people of Kampuchea;
- To guarantee the 1iberty of belief and religion,

B. FOREIGN POLICY

The Patriotic and Democratic Front of Great National Union of
faﬂggggigé1y abides by the foreign policy of independence, peace,
?eggzgg;?ghggdr2?2;$l;gn$$2;;a11 countries the world over on the basis
c-’fo;’Eﬁsgv5hgrigﬂ?lﬁ:ngfoge;ﬁsf?lrgggﬁ1E;CEQC?G Kampui:hea and does not
ZEStrictly respecte the tnpeny hner countriess T principles of
fo:ﬁ?llgngshﬁﬁe policy of solving the differences in the world through
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i

e

R peaceful way;
= resolutely oppose the use of force for solving these differences,

DRAFT OF THE POLITICAL PROGRAMME
OF THE PATRIOTIC AND DEMOCRATIC FRONT
OF GREAT NATIONAL UNION OF KAMPUCHEA
SUMMARY FORM

Democratic Kampuchea, August 21, 1979

1- To unite all the patriotic forces at home as well as abroad to fight
the Vietnamese aggressors, expansionists, swallowers of territory,
exterminators of race and their running dog Heng Samrin, so as to
tota]ly wipe them out of Kampuchean territory;

2- Every citizen enjoys the democratic freedoms in his occupation as
well as in his daily Tife;

3- To guarantee the freedom of forming political parties, various
associations and mass organisations, the Tiberty of opinion, the
1iberty of speech, the 1iberty of press, the liberty of meeting, the

Tiberty to correspond, the Tiberty to circulate, the 1iberty of
residency;

4- To guarantee a parliamentary regime with a national
through a secret, direct,

5- Any member of the self-defence forces, any soldier and servant of

the puppet administrative System who leave the ertnamese_aggressors

and their running dogs to join the people and come on the side of the
ioti i of Great National Union of Kampuchea

6- A correct policy of clemency- and solicitude s implemented towards
the Vietnamese aggressor soldiers of ali ranks who consent to Tay down
the arms and towards the prisoners of war;

7- To form a nationa] army strong in all fields, whose present task is
to fight the Vietnamese aggressors and their running dogs and to

liberate the nation, and the future task will be to ensure the defence
of the Kampuchean nation and peopley

8- To build up a national independent economy ;
and trade relations with all
benefits;

to-establish economic
countries on the basis of reciprocal

9- A11 activities of every ¢itizen in the agriculture, handicraft,
Industry and trade fields are éncouraged, supported and defended, The
fruits of-al1 these activities are fully guaranteed;

10- Every citizen enjoys the liberty of working

and of carrying out an
individual or family productive ac%%vity.

The Tiberty of carrying out




any form of production according with one's preferencg is guaranteed;

11- To guarantee and protect the private property of every Kampuchea
citizen and of every foreign national in Kampuchea;

12- At home, the trade exchanges are carried out by using national
ency; (.
?grrTo ﬁnsure the material life, particu!arTy in regard of food,
clothes, housings, medicines, to every c1gizen. To fully grant all
kinds of help and support to all the ch11dren3 women, old-aged people
disabled and to all the victims of the devastation war of the
Vietnamese aggressors, expansionists, swallowers of territory,
exterminators of race;

14- Every citizen enjoys the liberty for marrying qnd 1eading a family
life. To guarantee equality between man and woman in all fields;

15- To protect and develop ‘the people's national culture and traditions;
to totally eradicate the illiteracy all over Kampuchea;

16~ To ensure the development of culture, teaching, education, arts,
science and various technologies and ensure the right for attend1ng_ .
primany, secondary as well as university‘stud1es§ to ensure the training
of national scientists and technicians in all fields;

17- To guarantee the liberty of belief and religion;

18- To unshakenly abide by a foreign policy of iqdepen@ence, peace,
neutrality and ngn-alignment; to establish rg]at1oqs y1th all the
countries in the world on the basis of the ftve_pr1nc1p1es of peaceful
coexistence; to strictly respect the United Nations Charter and the
principles of non-alignment.
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THEY CONDEMNED ME
TO PASSIVITY AND SILENCE

What follows s an tnteryiew with Kazimierz Mijal, Chairman of the
Polish Communist Party, which took place in Betjing, in October 1978,
The interview was done by comrades of the Norwegian Workers' Commumnist
Party (Marzist-Leninist] and this translation is made from their pub-
lished text.

he worked tn.a bank and was active in the bank workers union. During
the war hewas in "Proletariat", a Communist Group, andwas a founder
member of the Polish Labour Party in 1942. He held several leading
posts in the party and also in the National Peoples! Committee (the
underground parliament), During the nazi occupation he was part of the
opposition to Gomulka's right deviationist tendency in the Polish
Labour Party, (PLP).

From 1945 comrade Mijal was a member of the Central Committee of
the PLP and later of the United PLP. After the wap he held further
leading govervment posts, including that of Secretary of State Jor
Public Services. In 1954 #e carried out a fight against modern repi-
stontsm in the ranks of the UPLP. As a result he was kept out of the
Central Committee and the government. In 1963 he organised a secret
eommunist group of which he was leader. More than 10,000 copies of the
pamphlet "Victory through Struggle - Passivity and Silence Lead to
Defeat" which attacked the revisionist Gomulka clique, were distributed

told the Norwegian commrades:
"Its not emough that T wasn 't allowed to meet Norwegian comrades—
I wasn't allowed to meet comrades from other parties etther, In
particular, after the 7t4 Party Congress (of the Party of Labour of
Albania) in 1976, the Alabanian Leadership dented me any help in

I Tived in Albania for more than 12 years. 1 have great sympathy
with (he Albanian peoples' struggle, which is now being carried out
under great difficulties. At the same time I see great damage that the
Albanian people are suffering as a result of the foolhardy policies
the leadership are following.
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A ince the PCP was founded in 1965, our Partx has had dlffer«\
encizeaiih ihe leadership of the PLA over the question of the role the
Communist Party of China {cpC) shou]d_p]ay"1n the international b1
communist movement. Up to now these differences were not made public
as we hoped they would become steadily Tess and that eventually we .
would overcome them altogether, However, instead of getting.bettgr, e
relationship between us and the PLA has become steadily wors?s The
relationsliip suddenly and seriously deteriorated after the A anlgzh
leadership openly attacked the theory of thg t?ree worlds at t g !
Congress of the PLA in 1976. 1 personally didn t take part in tha
Congress - we only sent a letter with our greetings.

HOW DID YOU CARRY ON 'THE FIGHT AFTER THE 7th PARTY CONGRESS?

- er the 7th Party Congress, I didn't give up hopehthat they
5;5?da2§ange the mistaken course thgy'were fo119w1ng. I 1pform§d.the
PLA leadership verbally and in writing that I disagreed with t $;r
position, especially their criticism of the theory of three ﬁor S. -
However, I began to first doubt whether they cou1d~correct t elr]errgd
when they began a vociferous campaign - entirely without pr1nc;g ea
full of abuse, insults and slander : agalngt.the thfee wor]dsb]_egr%.
This happened after a number of Latin A@erlcaq Parties had publis S‘_a
statement. In July 1977 they published in their centra1_organ_an g‘lh
torial entitled "The Theory and Practice of the Rgvo!ut1oq s 12 wt1€1
both the style and contents were in sharp contradiction wltb t eh itle,
and which showed how the leadership of theAPLA_stood, stamping t §]r
feet in the mire of leftist revisionism, WItbout any argument gr ;;—
cussion they demanded that readers shou]q b11nd1y_be11eve inw aﬁ] hey
wrote. However, we know that the less th]s mumbo-jumbo and h1gh7 y12§
ideological smoke has to do with revolutionary theory and pract1Cﬁ, e
further out to the left it is. In this sit03tion I wrote a compreb$q-h
sive article, "Long live Mao Zedong Thought", I_had planned to put is
it 1n Red Banner, the organ of the Central Comm}ttee of the PCP,_ ?
commemorate the first anniversary of Mao gedong ? deat@. The arglcfe
lay a whole month at .the publishers, and it wasn't until the enthot i
September that I was told it couldn't be published, I was told tha .
couldn't seek help anywhere. In that way they c]osed dowp tbe organ o
the Central Committee of PCP, Red Banner, oyern1ght. I didn't give up
the struggle, but typed out-a number of copies myself and sent one to
the Central Committee of the PLA. The cher_four copies I planned to
send to German, Italian, Spanish and Brazi]1an Par§1es, bgt the Teader-
ship of the PLA refused my request for assistance in sending these
Tetters.

HOW DID YOU REACT TO THIS REFUSAL?

I sent a letter to the leadership of the PLA to protest at the decision.

harply criticised their extension of censorship to include the organ
gfsCengrgl Committee of the PCP and .correspondence between the‘Central
Committee of the PCP and other parties. A selfhcontrad1ctory situation
arose. In their radio programmes in Polish, T}raqa attagked t@e theory
of three worlds while I was prevented from printing articles in the
organ of the Central Committee of the PCP supporting that tF_Iemr:yr.l The
leadership of the PLA also refused to receive my letter, which t ey
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called "Hostite" and "provocative", In January 1978 | wrote a new
article in defence of the three world .theory against the attack of the
adventurist leftist Tine. I sent a copy of the article to the Teader

DESPITE THE FACT THAT THE LEADERSHIP OF THE PLA ACTED IN THIS WAY YoU
STILL STAYED IN TIRANA?

As I've already said, I remained in Tirana despite the fact that the
relations between us were no longer normal. In fact, I still had some
hope that the Teadership of the PLA would change in its tncorrect
course which was causing soi much damage to the international commungst
movement, but first and foremost was a great tragedy for the Albanian
people. However the Albantan leadership moved from incorrect_theory to
coﬁhter—revolutfonary practice.  After the PLA Teadership had broken my
postal communication with the leadership of the PCP they showed me in

and build a new revisfonist'leadership in the PCP, In Warsaw, represen-
tatives of the PLA leadership contacted a leading member of - ouy Party
and informed him that [ (Mijal) was an “enemy" of the revolution and

of socialism, a "traitor" to Marxism-Leninism, that I had contacts with

ship stating, "you must condemn openly Mijal as an "enemy" and °
"trattor"." The conversation ended up with the representative of the

revoTutionany-actfvitTes in Warsaw. In other conversations with other
PCP members’ held behind my back the Albanians arranged a meeting abread
between myself and pcp representatives. This happened without me having
any idea of what lay behind it all, It was only after a long conver-
sation with a comrade from Poland that T found out about the PLA's
intrigues and deceitfy] splitting activities against the PCP in Warsaw.
After this meeting abroad I realised that it was impossible for me
to stay in Albania. I applied for political asylum to faithful friends
of the working class and Polish people, and at the end of May received
a favourable reply. I thep wWrote a letter to the Teadership of the PLA
in which I exposed the splitting activities of their representatives in
Warsaw. At the same time I applied to them for permission to Teave
Albania as soon as possible, However it wasn*t until the end of June
that I was given a passport and an emigration visa - a half hour before
the plane was due to depart from Tirana. In this way I was illegally
and complietely groundlessly detained in Tirana almost a whole month,

ism and blackmail against me, They increased the guard on my flat, cut
off the telephone and warned me, "You must follow Albanian law; you can
go the Chinese Embassy but you may not take with you any PCP documents
from your flat, If you do attempt to do this then we warn you that the
security service has been informed that it shal] nat be-permitted,"
This meant that they were threatening me with a trial, sentence and
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imprisonment, Eventually I was forced to leave the archives of the PCP
in Tirana. On top of this they asked me quite shamelessly to sign a
statement that I had Teft the archives of the PCP in ATbania of my own
free will. So, T wrote a statement describing the conditions under
which I left the PCP archives in Tirana, and quoted from Lenin's
“Left-wing Communism - an Infantile Disorder", where he says that if
armed bandits attack an unarmed man in the forest at night, and point
a pistol at his chest demanding money, then a compromise in that situ-
ation is both justified and correct. This statement was of course re-
Jected by the PLA Teadership. ‘

I said to the representatives of the leadership of the PLA, "You
have the power, the police and the army while I have only my bare hands
I must therefore accept a compromise". It was under these circumstances
that T left Albania: It was in this way that the leadership of the PLA
confiscated .the archives of the PCP, These are the kind of political
jangster methods the Albanian splittists use. They had neither Albanian
nor international Taw Behind them whien they behaved Tike that towards
me. They ignored every principle of proletarian internationalism be-
tween parties. Such is the practice of “Teft-wing" revisionism. The
attack of thie PLA Teadership on the theory of the three worlds is for
chem just a pretext - a kind of fig leaf. In reality they are attacking
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought, They attack the Communist Party of
China -_the vanguard of the international proletariat - the bastion of
world revolution and socialism. The PLA Teadership suffers from in-
fallibility in revolutionary theory and practice, and socialist con-
struction, They Took upon Tirana as the "Rome" of Marxism-Leninism and
as the centre of world revolution and socialism. Enver Hoxha says;

"The party is never wrong". The Pope is-also infallible - but only in
things which don't belong to this world.

Kazimierz Mijal
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STALIN CENTENARY
1879-1979

’ﬂ%gs hbﬁdgij?% Georgi?n”. Lenin, letter to M.Gorki, 1905,

osep alin's real name was Joseph Djugashvili. He was born on
Dgcembgr 21st,1879, 1in the small Georgian town of Gori. His father,
V1ssar1on,_was a cobbler by trade and later a worker at the local shoe

in Gori. He passed with top marks and in 1894 entered the Theological
Sem1nqry at Tiflis,‘the.capital,of Transcaucasia. giea

- This was the period in which capitalism and the working class move-
ment were growing rapidly. Peasants were flocking into the towns to

“escape the destitution of the feudal countryside. Here they found

appalling ]1viqg and werking conditions. The large industrial enter-
prises were ma1n]¥ foreign owned. A fourteen hour: working day was the
norm - wages, a pittance. Caucasia was a cockpit of national oppres-
ston and struggle. Georgians, Armenians, Jews, Persians and scores of
others all suffered alike under the jackboot of the Tsarist Empire.
But_t@ey were kept divided - literally at daggers drawn. All sorts of
political currents existed among the people: Romantic feuda] national-
1sm, anarchism. Liberal reformism was strong among the middle class.
But Marxism was developing rapidiy among the advanced workers.

He was severly punished whenever these "subversive" ivities
g1scovered. Sta!in_made;contact with the Marxist Sorzg:;Y1£;S:m:§£eand
ﬁlped in the T1f11§ railway strike. That same year Stalin was put in
charge of a study circle of railway workers and read an article b
someone called Lenin in far off St.Petersburg. d

agreed. Influenced by Lenin's paper Iskra which had a i
: | ] eared in 19

g;?lgg_urged the need for an illegal revolutionary neggpaper and mggs
i v1on. Through his remarkable ability and leadership, by 1902 the

Jority of Baky industrial workers were infact organised Strikes
against the qnendgra?]e conditions followed. In 1903 Sta]iﬂ was
irre§ted_and a printing press discovered in his bedroom. He was exiled
0 Siberia byt escaped and returned tp Baku a year later. '
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The story of Stalin's arrests and escapes make for an extraordinary
catalogue:

1. 1903. Exiled in November for three years and escaped in January
1904.

1905. Arrested in Baku in March, imprisoned and then exiled for
two years in September; escaped in June,1909.

. }g}?. Arrested in Baku in March, exiled, and escaped in July,1911
1911. Arrested in St Petersburg in September and escaped fn
February 1912,

1912. Arrested in St Petersburg in April, exiled for four years
but escaped that summer.

. 1913. Arrested in St Petersburg in April and exiled close to the
Artic Circle in 1916. Returned February 1917. Stalin was one of
of the thousands released by the Revolution.

[ T L B O N XY

Of sixteen years revolutionary underground activity Stalin spent
over nine years in prison and exile. Police violence did not cease at
the cell doors. Several of Stalin's colleagues were assassinated and
others crippled. But contact with the outside world and Marxist study
classes never ceased. It was while in exile in 1903, Stalin first ex-
changed letters with Lenin.

And in all this, Stalin managed to go abroad. In 1905, as a dele-
gate to the Fourth Bolshevik Conference held in Finland. In 1906 to the
Fourth Congress in Stockholm. In 1907 to Berlin and on to the Fifth
Congress in London. And in 1912, twice to Cracow in Poland to confer
with Lenin.

In the first Russian Revolution of 1905 Stalin from the very outset
resolutely advocated and practiced Lenin's strategy and tactics. Above
all the Bolsheviks insisted on the working class leading the .revolution
and on the transition from the bourgeois democratic revolution to a
socialist revolution. The Caucasian Federal Committee, headed by Stalin
summoned the workers and peasants to armed insurrection and denounced
the Ménsheviks as treacherous opponents; "It ¢s our bold and outspoken
veice, and not the cowardly voice of the liberals, that must resound
through Russia. It is we, not the liberals, who must give the tome to
the revolutionary movement. We must demand a democratie republic with
universal suffrage. We must ftght both the autocracy and the
bourgeoisie®, '

Though the December uprising was defeated it provided the invaluable
experience which would guarantee victory twelve years later. But for
now the revolutionary tide began to ebb and the conflict between the
Bolsheviks and Mensheviks flared up. For Lenin and Stalin these were
years of relentless struggle for the preservation and consolidation of
the Party and for the education and organisation of the working masses.

The Mensheviks were expelled from the Party. This was a historic
event not only for the Russian working class but for the international
working class as well. The first ever truly revolutionary party, the
Bolshevik Party, was established, based on Marxism and the new princi-
ples worked out by Lenin. While still in exile, Stalin was elected to
the Central Committee in 1912 and placed at the head of the important
Russian Bureau.
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The Party arranged Stalin's escape from exile to organi -

:ﬂfﬁ’:ﬂd°;}Fﬁ%”dh’13:? n$w daily Bolshevik paper, Prawgz, :: $2§igggns-
olitica i in'

instructiong. A weaPon was founded according to Lenin's

It was on one of his visits abroad that Stalin wrote Marz:s
nut?oqal Question, a major contribution to the science of Marx?s;?d the
Len1n1sm. It formu]ates the Marxist theory of nations, outlines the
Bolshevik so]ut1op to the national question in the imperialist era and
lays down the basic principles of proletarian internationalism,

Ip the summer of 1914, the first imperialist war broke out. The
Jarties of.t@e Second International shamefully betrayed the working
gg?:zes?gsJo;neg Ehe camp o{ their "particular® ruling class. Only the

stoo rinci i
hel Tmot e v wag;p 'Ciple and called for a resolyte struggle against

Tsarism crumbled with the revolutionar uprising of Februar
The gates of prison were opened, Within ayfogtnighg Stalin xasyi;9]7.
Petyograd. The Bolshevik Party was just emerging from underground. Many
of_1ts prominent members we  stil] on their way back. from remote
Prisons and exile. Lenin himself was stil] abroad, and the bourgeois
Erov1s1onq1 Government was obstructing his return. At this critical
Juncture it was Stalin who rallied the Central Committee and the
Petrograd Committee and direcced their work. In the very first article
he wrote on his return from exile he pointed out that the main task was
to consolidate the Workers*' and Soldiers® Soviets, and transform them
into the organ of revolutionary power. He showed that the character or
the Imperialist war had not changed with the assumption of power by the
?rov1sion§] Governmént. Stalin and Molotov, supported by the overwhelm-
ing majority of Party members advocated a clear policy of "no
cqnf1dence“_1n the Government. They opposed both the defencism of
tgs rﬁgsgeV1ks and the semi-Menshevik position of conditional support
v 0uUrgeois government ‘
jots 1e Lou garty.g advocated by Kamenev and other opportun-

In April Lenin returned from abroad. Lenin was welcomed at Petrograd

with the working class rallying to the Part » the Bolsheviks b

prepare for Insurrection. Stalin was appoin%ed to direct the usgggiﬁg.
Kamenev and Zinoniey publicalty betrayed the date of the “insurrection.
Qovernment troops were sent to occupy the’ Party press and headquarters,
on Octobgr 24th._The troops were dispersed by Red Guards and revolution-
ary soldiers acting under Stalin's command. At mid-day the Party paper
Came out carrying a lead article by Stalin entitled What Do We Need?

It called on thg masses to overthrow the bourgeois Government and

jubiliantly took over all power. It -elected the Council of Peoples*

s O . es
Comm]ssars, headeq by Lenin, with Stalin Commissar of Nationa]gty '
Affairs. The previously oppressed nations were given zomplete freedom,
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either to secede or to
as equals. ‘ .

In January 1918 Stalin was instructed to arrange a conference of
representatives of revolutionary organisations from abroad. This was an
important step towards the formation of the Third Communist
International.

In the critical Brest-Litovsk peace negotiations with German impe-
rialism, when the fate of the revolution was in the balance,
very few of his colleagues supported Lenin's position. Lenin
i ial to accept unfavourable peace terms in order to
win time and build up the country and the army, "Either respite or
downfall", Stalin supported Lenin from the start and opposed Trotsky's
treacherous position of a fight to the. finish.

The overthrown capitalist-landlord classes and the foreign imperial-
ists could not reconcile themselves to the existence of the Soviet State.
They would stop at nothing to crush the Bolshevik revolution which was
already beginning to "infect" the workers of Britain, Germany and other
countries.

In 1918 a bloody counter-revolution was unleashed. A Yyear Tater the
armies’ of Britain, America, Japan, of fourteen capitalist countries in
all attacked. The Land of Soviets was in mortal danger.

The Bolsheviks rallied .the workers and peasants to defend the Revo-
lution and called on the workers of all countries for support. At this
time Stalin was sent to restore the railway link with the south and
obtain grain for the starving cities. He arrived at Tsaritsyn with a
detachment of workers in June 1918, only to find a disastrous situation.
The White forces had surrounded and infiltrated the town. The Red forces
were in disarray. If Tsaritsyn fell then the Republic would be cut off
from its last sources of grain and oil. Stalin moved decisively. He went
over the head of a furious Trotsky, took personal command of the local
Party and Army and led the successful defence of Tsaritsyn. A few years
Tater the citizens elected to rename ‘their town Stalingrad.

By the end of the year the eastern front was on the verge of collapse.
Again this was due mainly to Trotsky's incompetence. He resigned and
Stalin was sent to sort things out. Soon Kolchack's Whiteguards were in
full retreat before the Red Army. In fact Stalin was the principal
organiser of the victory at Petrograd, at Smolensk, and of the crushing
defeats of Denikin and Wrangel in the south.

"At the moment of grave danger, when surrounded on all sides by a
solid ring of enemies... J.V.Stalin, appointed by the Presidium to a
fighting post, succeeded by his energy and tireless work in rallying
the Red Army troops who had wavered. Himself present in the front line
and under fire, Stalin by his personal.example inspired the ranks of
those fighting for the Socialist Revolution". So read the first Order
of the Red Banner awarded to Stalin.

Lenin had been badly wounded by an assassination attempt in 1918
and never fully recovered. Increasingly the burden of guiding Party
and State affairs fell on Stalin. He was appointed Genera] Secretary

Join the Union ur Soviet Socialist Republics

- of the Central Committee and played the prime part in drafting the

Constitution of the

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics which was
founded in 1922.
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On January 21, 1924 the great Lenin passed away. The gigantic. '
of overcoming the devastation of war & ctvil ey aroly Begook

The anti-Leninist opposition which had been.sniping at the Party's )

: who led the fight implement Leninism,
For examgle, , a book called -77e Foundatione of Leninism; based
On a series of lectures he gave to- thousands ofyoung people, The
opposition fluctuated from "Teft" to "right" and grouped itself around
Trotsky - who had_a]ways opposed- Lenin and had only joined the Party
after the rgvolgtlon. The opposition was made up.of.alt 'sorts, but it
had one motivating factor - lack of confidence in the revolution and

the people,
Whefeas_Stalin agreed with Lenin that it was possible to build

soc1a1)sm in the Soviet Union, the ‘opposition insisted that unless

there was a world revolution immediately imperialism would destroy the

USSR. Stalin held that 1t was possible to industrialise rapidly, mobil-

ise the peasants to collectivise and modernise agriculture and build

a powerfu! soc1a1jst country. Not only was it possible, -it was their

to the developing world revolution.

- this was the issue.
_ Of course Stalin's proposals aad general Tine were . overwhelming-

gg;gggesov g mgs: ?d¥anced medical system anywhere re-
eérly, ignorance and he Plessness. The exploitation in-
by man had been eliminated. _ p , on ot man
The t1tan1c achievements of the Soviet workers were an inspiration
to thg.e§plo1ted everywhere, not least to the class conscious workers
of Britain. Just as the First ‘International is inseperably associated

The rise of fascism out.of capitalist décay thréatened world peace

and the independence of all countries..Again and again, Stalin pointed
to the only path that could avert‘disastgr -:unitygof all peaceflov$ng
peoples and countries and a firm stand against fascism. But the pro-
fascist rulers of Britain and France had a different idea. Appeasement
and collaboration in the nazi rape of central

turn fascist aggression i

dqngerous policy would end jn disaster for the "men of Munich",
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REPLY TO THE GREETINGS OF THE WORKERS OF THE
CHIEF RAILWAY WORKSHOPS IN TIFLIS, . J.V.STALIN,

June 8,1926 cwW 8 pis2-18Y,

Comrades, permit me first of all to tender my comradely thanks for
| the greetings conveyed to me here by the representatives of the
workers,

[ must say in all conscience, comrades that I do not deserve a
good half of the flattering things that have been said here about
me. I am, it appears, a hero of the October Revolution, the leader
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, the leader of the _
Communist International, a legendary warrior-knight and all. the rest
of it. It is absurd, comrades, and quite unnecessary exaggeration.
It is the sort of thing that is usually said at the graveside of a
departed revolutionary. But I have no intention of dying yet:

I must therefore give a true picture of.what I was formerly, and
to whom I owe my gresent position in our Party.

Comrade Arakel¥said here that in the old days he regarded himself
as one of my teachers, and myself as his pupil. That is perfectly
true, comrades. I really was, and still am, one of the pupils of the
advanced workers of the Tiflis railway workshops.

Let me turn back to the past.

I recall the year 1898, when .I was first put in charge of a study
circle of workers from the railway workshops. That was some twenty-
eight years ago. I recall the days when in the home of Comrade
Sturua, and in the presence of Djibladze (he was also one of my
teachers at that time), Chodrishvili, Chkheidze, Bochorishvili,
Ninua and other advanced workers of Tiflis, 1 received my first
Tessons in practical work. Compared with.these comrades, I was then
quite a young man. I may have been a littler better-read than many
of them were, but as a practical worker I was unquestionably a
novice in those days. It was here, among these comrades, that I
received my first baptism in the revolutionary struggle. It was here
here, among these comrades, that I became ‘an apprentice in the art
of revolution. As you can see, my first teachers were Tiflis
workers.,

Permit me to tender them my sincere comradely thanks.

I recall, further, the years 1907-09, when, by the will of the
Party, I was transferred to work in .Baku. Three years of revolution-
ary activity among the workers in the oil industry steeled me as a
practical fighter and as one of the local practical leaders. Associ-
ation with such advanced workers in Baku as. Vatsek, Saratovets,
Fioletov and others, on the one hand, and the storm of acute con-
flicts between the workers and'the oil ownérs, on the other, first
taught me what it means to- lead Targe massés of workers. It was
there, in Baku, that I thus received my second baptism in the revo-
Tutionary struggle. There I became a journeyman in the art of
revolution.

- Permit me to tender my sincere comradely thanks to my Baku
teachers.,
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STALIN: FrRom APPRENTICE TO

et

MASTER WORKMAN

Lenin and Stalin in Gorky, 1922.
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Lastly, I recall the year 1917, when, by the will of the Party,
after-my wanderings from one prison and place of exile to another,

I was transferred to Leningrad. There, in the society of Russian
workers, and in direct contact with Comrade Lenin, the great teacher
of the proletarians of all countries, in the storm of mighty clashes
bétween the proletariat and the bourgecisie, in the conditions of
the imperialist war, I first learnt what it means. to be one of the
leaders of the great Party of the working tlass. There, in the
society of Russian workers - the liberators of oppressed peoples

and the pioneers- of the proletarian struggle of all countries and
all peoples - I received my third baptism in the revolutionary
struggle. There, in Russia, under Lenin's guidance, I became a
master workman in the art of revolution. '

Permit me to tender my sincere comradely thanks to my Russian
teachers  and to bow my head in homage to the memory of my great
teacher - Lenin. '

From the rank of apprentice (Tiflis), to the rank of Jjourneyman
(Baku), and ‘then to the rank of a master workman of our revolution
(Leningrad) - such, comrades, was the schooT in which I passed my
revolutionary apprenticeship.

Such, comrades, is the true picture of what I was. and what I have
become, if one is to speak without exaggeration and in all conscience.




the fascist powers -but Britain and the .
: s y U : western powers. i :
J;;;]e effective resistance anywhere the nazis f?:a$;; el Mo

Y turned on the
On June 22, 1941, 240 fascist divisons, well i1l
: » i over thr
ﬁg:gg;tw?;:v?urlgdhqtdthe So;1et Union. Tﬁe Red Army bea:eaﬂ]lléggly
Ving behind scorched earth and uerrilla band
overstretching and harassing the fascist sgpp1y lines. siélgﬂvzta"t]y

strategy was that of people’s war. Finally the Soviet - '
Tine which stretched from Leningrad in thg northOV1et uoh Bosear. ®

; his frontline head-
quarters in Moscow. By Ma 1942, ei a
forces were fighting in Rﬂssia. 1ghty per cent of a1l German 1and

The great Battle of Stalingrad lasted fro i
t m August 1942 untii F
1943 and ended in the complete rout of the near?y half a mi]]ionegggggﬁ

This tremendous victory saved the world f ; .
. rom fascism. I -
ament to the unity, strength and heroism of Soviet e

ority of socialism and to unity of idari’
the weomlaeCoalism and Lo Y the solidarity between the USSR and

Alone of all the countries attacked by fascism, the USSR stood like
a rock, without traitors and fifth-columnists within. The Trotskyites
who had degenerated from an opposition with no mass support into a-band
of plotters and fascist spies had been crushed in:'good time. Neverthe-
less as early as 1939 Stalin admitted, "it cannot be said that the purge
¥as not accompanied by grave mistakes"

These mistakes were to have.serious consequences and lay the basis
For the restoration of capitalism in Russia after Stalin's death.
Stalin's error was to believe that with the victory of socialism, class-
s and class struggle had been eliminated in the USSR. He ‘was unable to
clearly differentiate between enemies and people that made mistakes.
This led to the growth of a buraucratic method of handling Party and
State affairs, instead of always relying on the working class and people:

Comrade Mao Zedong once said that he assessed Stalin's contribution
as_seventy per cent good and thirty per cent bad. No genuine communist
will dwell on Stalin's mistakes. The point is to learn from them.

When Stalin died in 1953, the Soviet Union under his leadership had
grown to be a great industrial and scientific country. On an inter
national level, Mao and the Communist Party of China had led a quarter
of humanity to independence and socialism, the whole of eastern Europe
had overthrown the fascist dictatorships and was establishing Peoples'
Democratic Governments. The national liberation movements of the Third
World were stronger than ever before.

Despite the restoration of capitalism in the USSR no one can deny
that under Stalin the Soviet people had taken socialism a Tong way
forward. Far enough to pass on the baton to a fresh runner, the workers
and peasants of China and the new generation of revolutionaries through-
out the  world.

STALIN'S CONTRIBUTION IS IMMORTAL!
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AGAINST THE ACW'S
HOPELESS DOGMATISM

(A Reply to the Association of Communist Workers*® Pamphlet:
On the Social-Chauvinism of the RCLB). piet:

Imperialism generates war and revolution. Today i i ] i

ng A . y, Soviet social im -
Ism.is striving to replace the US as the chief imperialist wor13’gg;;33
It is hell bent on becoming the one and only superpower. This is

struggle in Britian is inseparably Tinked to the class stru le inte
nationally. We_neeq to take account of the effects of superggw:rlggﬁgen~
tion on the world in ggnegal':nd on.Britain in particular and to
t implications for the development of the socialj

revolutionary movement. Along with other communisg organfs:t$ongc}z]15t
Britatn, the RCL is striving to formulate the revolutionary programme
around- which to reconstitute the genuine Communist Party. Everything
depends_on'integrating the universal principles of Marxism-Leninism-
Mao Zedong' Thought with the concrete practice of the revolution in
Britain and the actual realities of the world today. This is a contin-
uous and difficult process, involving a whole series of theoretical and
pract1ca1 mass worg tasks. But whatever the problems one thing is
certain - a bgginn1ng has bgen made. A new sense of clarity and unity
#gwards building the party 1s emerging in the Marxist-Leninist movement.
L]?re is a new sense of conscientiousness and urgency as well. After

]a;sw2§ggg: ;gzsgg?yp:;;:;gal.gartyé str?tegy and tactics, the working
_ A e its stru i
ﬁtsInprgzsg?g Igte;gEPionalist duties. SEESTION PoRsr SisilIRany of

. Inevitably -the s basically correct approach to i
war and revolution has come under fire frompgoth the "$2$tﬂu:z§1g?gz:.
Ihis is a good thing. The correct Tine can only develop and mature in
the course of struggle against opportunist Tines af all hyes. From the
rfght, the‘Marx1§;-Len1nist Coordinating Committee accuses the RCL of
a "gross dystort1on of Mao's Three Worlds Theory." Very ironic indeed.
ThenRCL states unequivocably that the principle contradiction in British
society today is the contradiction between the proletariat and the
imperialist ruling class - that the strategic task confronting the
working c]qss is the socialist revolution and the establishment of the
dictatprsh1p of the_proletariat. To argue as the MLCC does that the
Russtan, not the British ruling class, is the main enemy is clearly
ridicu]gus. We cannot accept the MLCC's opportunist thesis that anti-
hegemonism, not soch]ism, constitutes the strategic stage of the
revolution. In our view the struggle to defend and extend national
independence against the superpowers is-an essential but subordinate
aspzcg of rg;olxtionaryistategy.

nd now the Association of Communist Workers has re-eme

Qibernat]on to attack us from the "left". Their line ?sega:g$gufgg?y
interesting - of mueh greater importance than the organisation itself,
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The ACW is attempting to take a centrist position between Marxism and
"left" revisionism. Invariably the ACW finds itself echoing the .
Bainsites and the Birchites, covering up its support for Soviet social
imperialism with leftist demogogy. The ACW accuses the RCL of "social
chauvinism, monstrous distortion and crude falsification of Marxism-
Leninism, and a complete departure from it." (ACW Pamphlet, page 1).
As we shall see the RCL's only real crime is to have completely
departed from Hoxha's crude falsification of Marxism-Leninism and to
have refuted the ACW's own time-worn trotskyite clap-trap.

But what exactly has provoked the ACW's tirade? It is this,

We cannot agree with the ACW's categorical prediction about the
nature of the next world war: "It would be a war, we repeat,
between the two imperialist coalitions." (Page 3). Along with other
communists in Britain, the RCL holds that the th:ird world war will
¢ither -pe an inter-imperialist superpower war, or a revolutionary
anti-superpower war. We maintain that the working class must be prepared
for either eventuality so that it can fulfil its revolutionary tasks
accordingly.

Further, "The RCLB are actually not fighting against the hegemonism
of the sunerpowers. They are actually...fighting for the interests of oné
imperialist coalition, namely, the one which is part of the NATO '
alliance under the USA, against the other coalition which is a part of
the Warsaw Pact, under the leadership of the USSR." (page 37). Why?
Because as far as international class struggle is concerned, we
differentiate between British imperialism, a second world power, and the
superpowers. And then, horror of horrors, we proceed to differentiate
between. the superpuwers by identifying Soviet social imperialism as
the most aggressive and dangerous of the two,

YnTike the ACW.we hold that the working-class is not disinterested in
the question of national independence The RCL does not accept that
national independence is a taboo subject for revolutionaries in Britain.
On the~contrary, it is already an important factor in British politics
and will become increasingly more important in the future. The s?ruggle
against British imperialism's appeasement of Soviet social imperialism
especially, is a vital revolutionary task, It is a component of social-
ist revolutionary strategy. Dogmatists are incapable of understanding
that the fight to defend and extend national independence is above all
the task of the working class and working people. Similarly, in the
related struggles to force Britain to strengthen its ties with other
West European states; to make concessions to the Third World and thus
support the main force of the growing united front against superpower
domination and war; and, to force Britain to ally itself with socialisit
China and overcome its subservience to the superpowers - in all this,
the working class is the decisive factor, The struggle can only expose,
divide and weaken our class enemies and strengthen the revolutionary
forces. And just as important, it complements the $truggles of the
international working class and of the oppressed peoples and nations.

Consequently, unlike the ACW, we maintain that under certain con-
ditions it will be both correct in'principle and essential in practice
to conceed an alliance with that section of the ruling:class which is
prepared to oppose the superpowers and fight appeasement. The
Communist Party will strive might and main precisely to-bring about
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those national and internationa itica iti is i
cru¥ B o et nal political conditions. This is the

n short, unlike the ACW dogmatists the RCL u holds comr M
Zedong's strategic three worlds theory. We are agtempting tgdgrggg the
relationshin be?waen the class struggle in Britain and the class
struggle on an international scale, between the strategy for
revolution in Br1§ain and the strategy for building the broadest
possible world united front against superpower aggression and war.

The ACW opposes the differentiation of the world into three
categgries anq refuses even to attempt an elementary analysis of world

olitics. It 1s content to repeat-ad-nauseam, and thus render meaning-
'ess, the maxim that war is a continuation of politics by nther means.
And it has created its very own ACW catchphrase, "an inter-imperialist
war 1s probable between the two imperialist coalitions - each coalition
bg1ng ugder thg leadership of a superpower." This recurs countless
times T1ike a ritual incantation throughout the pamphlet and is not
substantiated once. But war is the continuation of politics! Evidently,
as_faf as the Acw_1s concerned, the politics of the People's Republic
of gblna and the international working class is of no consequence. The
politics of the national Tiberation movements, from Kampuchea to )
Erit ea, from Azanja or Zimbabwe to Nicaragua. are irrelevant. The
?o11t1cs of the Third World Countries, be they the struggle of the
ranian peoples to defend their dearly-won independence, or the
struggle waged by the ASEAN countries on the economic and political
front, none of these matter. And what about the contradictions and
strugg]gs within the ACW's precious coalitions? Non-existent, In fact
Everyth1ng is hunky—dgry for. the "two imperialist coalitions". A1l they
ave to contend with 1s each other. Contemporary world politics,
2g§?$g}ggstoTﬁhe ACwi is t?etwonopoly of the two monolithic superpuwer

. The people's o e world ive:

spe?ctators. e peop orid are mere onlookers, passive

_Incredible, but true. This is what the ACW's approach amounts t
this 1§ the essence of the ACW's analysis. Only tﬁg most hopeless g}pe
of petlt:bqurgeo1s intellectual, with nothing but an academic interest
1n_go]1t1cs, can have produced such a purile "analysis" and be
satisfied with such sterile "conclusions", :

The RCL's stand and-basic approach to world politics is well
dqcumentgd and quite well known, We have fought against both right and
Ieft_devlatjons and will continue to do so. In our view, the
distinguishing features of the present period are: firstly, the
restoration of capitalism in the USSR, the disintegration of the
socialist camp and Russia's degeneration into social imperialism and
its emergence as the most aggressive and dangerous superpower;
secondly, the decline of US imperialism and the steady disintegration
of.thg Western camp it heads. Last but not least, the rise of the
Th1rd wo(1d_ These are the conditions, the real politics that are
giving rise to the next world war and on which the international
working g]as§ bases its global strategy.
thewguggggt 1tAve;y UEEfE1 to1guote some of comrade Mao's comments on

. s Tar back as 1974, Ma id 1 i i
African hesa of siore 0 said in conversation with an
. "Tn my view, the United States and the Soviet Union form the
Filrst world. Japan, Europe and Canada, the middle section, belong
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to the second world, We are the third world.,.Dmperialism does

exist in this world. In our opinion, Russia may be called a social

impertalist country, and this system engenders war. Not that you.or

we or the third world want a world war. Nor do the people in the
rieh countries want a world war. This sort of thing happens
irrespectively of man's will." 1 ’
At the beginning of 1976, Mao pointed out,
"The United States wants to protect its intereste in the
world and the Soviet Union wants to expand; this can in no way be
changed. In the era in which classes exist, war is an interval
between one peace and another. War is a continuation of politics,
that e to say, a continuation of peace. Peace itself is polities.™
And as early as October 1970, talking about the contradictions between
the superpowers and the second world, Mao added,
"We should win over these countries, .such as Britain, France

and West Germany." 3
Strategy is the determination of the proletariat's main blow at a
given stage of the revolution, the elaboration of a corresponding
plan for the disposition of revolutionary forces (the main and second-
ary reserves), the fight to carry out this plan. Strategy, wrote
Stalin, is not something constant, fixed “oncé and for all, it alters
in accordance with the turns in history. Every new histerical period
requires a new disposition of forces, a new strategic plan for uniting
the maximum forces against the principle obstacle and enemy of the
revolution. Leninist strategy and tactics constitute the science of
leadership of the proletariat's struggle, These principles are applic~
able to the. revolution in each particular country, but equally to the
international class struggle for the elaboration of the general Tine m
the international communist movement at each historical juncture.

- Lenin stated that, "World political developments are of necessity
concentrated on a single focus.”In his day, the single focus was, "the
struggle of the world bourgeoisie against the Soviet Republie, around
which are inevitably grouped.,.the Soviet movement of the advanced
workers tn all countries and...all the national liberation movements in
the colontes..." 4, During the 1930s and 40s the united front focused:
on the struggle against war and fascism and culminated in the great
Anti-fascist War. In the 1950s and 60s comrade Mao Zedong and “he CPC
advocated the general Tine of building a "broad united front opposed to
US i{mperialism." .

It should be noted that these correct stategic lines had a number of
comnon features. Above all, the united revolutionary front of oroletar-
ian socialist movement with the national liberation movements of +he
oppressed peoples.

MWe shall see how Staiin and the Soviet Union pursued a consistent
and principled foreign policy based on proletarian internationalism,
the differentiation of the imperialist powers, and thé struggle against
war-and fascism.

-The differentiation of the imperialist powers had enormous
consequences, They were not permitted to collude against the Soviet
Union and the people of the world. Instead, the Soviet Union exploited
the contradictions among the imperialist powers . in order to win as
many direct and indirect allies as possible and isolate the main
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of China, when Germany and Italy invaded Republican Spai n

annexed Austria and threatened-Czechos]ovak?a, the Soeieg’egvgrg;gmgny
called on the non-fascist states to take a firm and united stand to
halt aggressfon, to defend the independence of nations and world peace.
The defeat of the fascist powers in the Second ‘World War, the victory
of the Chine§e revolution and the establishment of the People's
Democracies in Europe, these were the fruits of the creative applicatio
of Leninism by the Comintern, by Stalin and Mao Zedong.

. But not a single word about any of this in the ACW's wordy
"exposition" on Marxism and war. In the name of upholding the

prTnciples-gf Leninism" the ACW attempts to body swerve al] the facts
of our imme@1ate Past and side-step all the urgent ‘issues of today.

In our view the only correct strategic, general 1ine for the inter-

national communist movement today is embodied in Mao Zedong's differ-
entiation of the three worlds. Mao, with characteristic genius, made an

above all Soviet social imperialism, as the main enemy of the world's
peoples. It identifies the middle forces, the second world, which can

won over to the united front against Russian aggression and
superpower war. : ;

The ACW sees fit to neither explicitly oppose nor support this
indispensible theory. . In fact with a nonchalant indifference, or brazen
opportunism, the ACW doesn't even bother to mention the theory of the
three worlds, let alone attempt to study, consider and apply it. Their
deafening silence on this vital question speaks volumes. Furthermore,
every explicit point the ACW does make, plus everything implied, proves
conclusively that the ACW rejects the strategic theory.

0f. course, for us to merely proclaim support for Mao's theory would
be -1ittle or no consequence. Communists .in Britain are duty bound to
study it_in.connection with the unfolding class struggle nationally and
1nternat]ona1]y, to formulate correct policies and implement them among
the working masses and so on. Inevitably, there is the constant
struggle against errors, against deviations of the left and right, to
make the Tine more correct, more all-sided, more effective in rallying
the vanguard and mobilising the masses. But the RCL, the CWM and others
have definttely taken a basically correct stand and begun this work in
Practice. We are entitled to draw a clear Tine of demarcation between
ourseTves on the one hand, and sham Marxist-Leninists of the ACW i1k on
the other. Support or opposition to the strategic theory of the three

and charlatans. The ACW has chosen to do battle against Mao Zedong
Thought. That is their problem.

SOME POINTS ON THE QUESTION OF NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE

The ACW quotes Lenin eclectically, in opposition to the Leninist method
of concrete analysis. The ACW quetes Lenin to counter the Tiving essence
of Leninism - to turn.it into a lifeless dogma - to pitch Lenin against
Stalin and Mao Zedong. .
Take the "defence of the fatherland" slogan as an example. Yes, Lenin
did mercilessly expose the social-chauvinist traitors who raised that
slogan.in the Tmperialist war. But what the ACW have done is to convert
Lenin's tactical 1ine into a “universal principle", to De applied irres-
pective of concrete conditions. According to the ACW the working class
of Britain, or any other imperialist country, must never fight-to defend
national independence - because Lenin said so in 1914. Did he? In fact,
refuting just such dogmatism Lenin ticked-off Zinoniev in the following
terms: ‘
"We are not at all against "defence of the ‘fatherland" in general.
You will never find such nonsense in a single. resolution or any of
my articles. We are against defence of the fatherland and a defensive
position in the imperialist war of 1914... But in the imperialist
epoch there may be also "just™, "defensive” revolutionary wars namely
l.national, 2.etvil, 3.soctalist and such like." 5 i
Writing to. Inessa Armand, Lenin emphasises the same point categorically:
"In the imperialist war of 1914-1917, between the two imperialist
coalitions we must be against "defence of the fatherland”, since
1.imperialism is the eve of socialism, 2.imperialist war is a war of
thieves over their booty, 3.in Both coalitions there is an advanced'
proletariat, 4.in both the socialist revolution is ripe. Only for
these reasons are we against "defence of- the fatherland", on%g for
these reasons.” 6 o
“In the 'West European' countries the national movement is a thing of the
frrevocable past." (p.34) So runs the title of a section devoted to
quoting and amplifying Lenin's correct theses that in Britain, Germany
and France etc, ”tEe process of forming national states has been consum-
ated." Here we have a prize example of an aunt-Sally. The ACW concocts
a ludicrous argument and falsely attributes it to the RCL so.that it can
‘then cut it to shreds. But the RCL does not fantasise about Roundheads
or.tilt Tances at feudalism, We have raised the question of defending
and extending national independence in the context of the fight for
socialism. Not of consumating, forming the nation state. e
~In fact, many problems of national independence exist at the present
time. For a start the problem of British imperialism's reliance on the
US> and the danger of US entrenchment. But this is not the main danger.
Though still the dominant superpower in Britain, the US is on the
decline. Then there is the Soviet social imperialist offensive, over-
whelmingly political and economic at present, and not as pronounced as
in other parts of Europe. Nevertheless

the new tsars have made con-
siderable inroads already. This can be measured by the_growing appease-
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ment policy towards Russian expansionism practised by sections of
British monopoly capitalism, especially ‘those represented by the Labour
Party. We ignore these facts and growing trends at our peril.

After overlooking these points the ACK finally comes to the real
point at issue. Is the RCLB attempting to drag a national programme
into a non-national war? The RCL is "even more opportunist than Rosa
Luxemburg; ...The central theme of their views... is the suggestion
that an imperialist war should be opposed with a-national programme".
(0.42). In our view, in order to advance in the direction of the social
ist revolution the British working class must wage an all-sided and an
internationalist struggle. Among other things it must oppose Soviet
social imperialist aggresssion and US entrenchment; it must fight
British imperialism's appeasement towards the new tsars and its subser-
vience to uncle Sam. And just in case it has escaped the ACW's notice we
must point out that this too is fighting British imperialism, exposing
its "unsuitability" to ruTe in the name of the “"nation". These then are
the politics we advocate as far as national independence is concerned.
And because we understand how war is a continuation of politics (though
still only an elementary understanding) we are prepared to consider the
very real possibility of a united front, including sections of the impe-
rialist ruling class, against a Soviet war of aggression.

The ACW quote sections of Lenin's The Junius Pamphlet to support its
argument. These are the quotes that deal exclusively with combating
Luxemburg's erroneous attempts to "drag a national programme into the
imperialist war". Lenin's points are as relevant today as ever and
should be studied by all comrades struggling against right deviations.
But once again the ACW has systematically "edited-out" of Lenin what it
doesn't Tike. This is not merely another typical example of their eclec-
tic style. The ACW has censored the main point of Lenin's pamphlet - the
very point that contradicts their negation of "national factors". We
quote a relatively long passage from Juntus Pamphlet confident that it
fits well into all the arguments we've presented here, and attempts-~to
fool no one. There is one other proviso. We urge all comrades who are as
concerned to fight the ACW type left revsionists as they are to fight
right revisionists, who have no vested interest in covering-one devia-
tion with another, to study the whole of Lenin's remarkably all-sided
and relevant pamphlet for themselves and take it to heart.

"The ehief defect in Junius's pamphlet... is its silence regarding
the connection between social-chawvinism... and opportunism.

"The firet of Juntus's erroneous propositions <s embodied in the
Fifth thesis of the Imternational group. 'National wars ave no longer
possible in the epoch of this unbridied tmperialism. National inter—
ests serve only as an instrument of deception in order to place the
working masses at the service of their mortal enemy, imperialism.'
The beginning of the FTFfth thests, whieh concludes with the above

"vtement, discusses the nature of. the present war as an <mperialist

vy It may be that this negation of national wars generally is
gither an over:ight, or an aceidenta” overstatement in empFsising
the perfectly correct idea that the “resent war is an imper’qlist
war, not a nat"onal war...-

“Juntus <s perfectly right in emphasising the decisive influence
of the 'imperialist atmosphere' of the present war, in maintaining
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X erbia stands Russia, ‘behind serbian nationalism starfds
Enﬁr;zrgzﬁ'ﬁ gussz‘a t, and that the partz‘cipat’iqn of, say, Holland in
the war would likewise be imperialist, for, fq,r'st:, HoZ:Zcmd would 23
defending her colonies and, second, would be .aZZ'Led with onz of the .
imperialist coalitions. That is irrefutable in respect to the presen
W;';Z’ize only mistake, however, would be to exaggerate this ‘gmiz, to

depart from the Marxist requirement of concreteness, to apply : e
appratsal of this war to all wars poss'L_bZe Lfnde.r mpemal'ésm, 0 o
ignore the national movements against imperialism. The sole qz%wr'le z
in defence of this thesis, 'national wars are no longer pos’s1, i',
that the world has been divided up among a small group of great .
tmperialist powers and for that reason any war, even if it itqr StZe
a national war, is transf ormedlinzo an, zmperwlz%tzzcozﬁszﬁvo ving
X : the imperialist powers or coa M )
mt%%ztfg{z%; 2‘3; tkiszggument ispobm;ous. That all c?w'z,dmg lines,
both in nature and soctety, are conven?wnal and dynamic, arfd evqiy
phenomenon might, under certain condituins_, be trcms_forme@' into its
opposite, is, of course, a basic proposition of Marxist dwleizws.,
4 national var might be transformed into an imperialist war and vice
gle;cfzs.}‘o.mation of the present imperialist war of 1914-16 uzto zofat
fonal war is highly <mprobable, for .the cZ.ass 'that represents pro-
ressive development is the proletam,qt which is ob,]ec:tvaelyzstriz'z:ng.
to transform it into a otvil war against the bourgeoisie. Also this;
there s no considerable difference betwee.n the forces of the two _
coalitions, and international finance capital has c.reated c;dreaitzon
ary bourgeoisie everywhere. But such a transformation should m;t ni
proclaimed tmpossible: if the Ewropean proZetar'z:at remqins 'Lrggze ent,
say, for twenty years; if the present war ends in victories 1t ;
Napoleon's and in the subjugation of a number of viable _natzqnczz .
states; tf the transition to sacial'l:sm of non-European zmpez;za 'Lsms
(primarily Japanese and Amertcan ) i8 also held up for twenty .zt/;eart_
by a war between these twozcczo;ntmes,.b{'or example, then a great na
3 in Europe wou e possible... . . .
Mt”b’;um;'ihZ;f ::Ztionag wars waged bglcogz:ie.s aniia lsy?m—c?llt;mes in the
‘mpertalist era are not only probable inevt e.o )
$ﬁ€e1ast extract from Lenin's pamphlet we would Tike to_hjgh-hght,Z
contains a difficult idea of immense 1mpqrtance§ "...herg is'a n%ttoni
liberation war in which imperialist mvalr:y i8 an auanlwry. e emenh;t
one that has no serious importance. This is the very opposite to w.
we see in the war of 1914-16 (the nattonal element in the Austso-
Serbian War is of no serious importance compared. with tﬁe all eter—
mining element of tmperialist rivalry‘); It .wouZd_ be absurd tZerei‘Zie,
to apEZy the concept tmperialism indiseriminately and conclude t

national wars are -"impos.'sible'. ”

47



| MARXTSM-LENINISM ARD TWO WORLD WARS
The ACW labours under the i1lusion that the third i i
_ ! n world w 1
a1l fundament@]s an action replay of the First World War.a¥hz; ;ug:e1n

a partjcular war, not every war involving im erialist i
There_1s a2 remarkable and uncharacteristgcalgy candid gggigzc;ntggzgga1.
gygy_lgmghgmpgmphlgt which sums up the ACW's lousy position exactly:

-+ ALl that we can say is that the Soviet Union has come to occupy the
pogmt*z?on today which was occuped by German imperialism at the time of
the First World War." (p.18) This is the essence of the contemporary
1eft—rev1swon]st line on the international class struggle. Under the
guise of handing out even-handed "criticism" of all imperialist powers,
it covers up for Soviet.social-imperia1ism, and objectively serves it.
Not surprisingly the ACW. has precious little to say about the Second
Werd War. And even that is wholly inaccurate and misleading. The sec-
tion entitled "The War of 1941-1945" s noticibly-short. Less than a
page 1n a long’ very long pamphlet of seventy pages. A1l that concerns
}he ACW_1s thqt we.sh9u1d regard the war in 1939 as identical to 1914;

--.an inter-imperialist war, for both Germany and Britain were fighting

for robbing colonies and oppressing other countries and not for national "

independence, etc... It was not-until after the then Socialist Soyie
Union was attacked by the Hitlerite fascists that the class charaggé}tof
the war cﬁqgged:ﬁ (p.38) There is an element of truth even in this crude
overs]mp11f1cat1on. Of course there were certain similarities between
t@e first war and the second. More important still however are the
differences.
Contrast the ACW's bland assertion with Stalin's dialectical i
up gf the‘differences between the two world wars and the effect gngggg
Soviet Union's entry-into the war in 1941. Stalin said:
"...In reality the war broke out as an inevitable result of the
development of world economic and political forces on the basis of
-modern monopoly capitalism... The reason is that the un-eveness of
the devel.opment of eapitalist countries usually results, as time
‘passes, in an ‘abmfpt disruption of the equilibrium within the world
system of capttalism, and that a group of capitalist countries which
believes itself to be less supplied with the raw materials and
markets usually atterpts to alter the situation and redivide the
'spheres of influence’ in its own favour by means of force...
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Thus the first erisis of the eapitalist system of world economy
resulted in the First World War, and the second crisis in the Second
World War.

This does not mean of course that the Second World War was an
exact replica of the first. On the contrary, the Second World War
substantially differs in its nature from the First,

One should bear in mind that the principle fascist states - )
Germany, Japan and Ttaly - before attacking the Allied countries, had
destroyed the last.remmants of bourgeois democratic liberties at
home, established a brutal terroristic regime within their countries,

trampled underfoot the principle of the sovereignity and free deve?z—
opment of small. states, proclaimed that their policy was one of seiz—
ure of foreign lands, and declared for all to hear, that their aim
was world domination and the extension of the fascist regime to the
whole world: while by the seizure of Czechoslovakia and the central
provinces of China, the axis states demomstrated that they were ready
to carry out their threat concerning the enslavement of freedom -
loving nations. .

I view of this, as distinet from the First World War, the Second
World War dgainst the axis states from the very outset assumed the
nature of an anti-fascist war, a war of liberation, one of the tasks
of which was to reestablish democratic liberties. The entry of the
Soviet Unfon into the war against the axis states could only
strengthen - and aetually did strengthen the anti-fascist and liber-—
ating character of the Second World War.' 8
But,. again, there is deafening silence from the ACW when it comes to

identifying the particular politics and characteristics of the Second
World War. And this allows the ACW to im 1y that the strategy .and’
tactics employed: by the -Comintern in the 1930's were identical to the
Boshevik strategy and tactics of 1914. This is where the ACW's illusion
turns into the ACW Tie.

The truth is very different and very instrugctive. Stalin and the
Comintern adhered to the Leninist principles worked out in 1914-1917.
but not to the strategy and tactics of 1914. The Second War developed
under entirely different conditions. It posed new problems that had to
be sqlved by the creative application of Leninism, by new: strategy' and
tactics. Stalin started from the world as it actually was in 1935, with

the fascist powers hell-bent on world domination, not as it was in 1914.

There is a saying that goes, generals who think in terms of the last
war are 1iable to loose the next, How true. It follows that communists
today, armed with Mao's teachings, start from the world as it is today.
Victory cannot be won by departing from the revolutionary principles of
Leninism but the new situation demands the elaboration of a new :
strategy to deal with the superpowers, in particular to contain and
defeat the Russian offensive.
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WORLD WAR 1

The Qasig pro]etqrian approach to analysing and responding to wars in-
volving imperialist powers was clearly advanced by Lenin and subsequent-
1y developed by Stalin and Mao Zedong. Of course Marxism had established
1ong before how po1itiqs is Tn fact the concentrated expression of eco-
Eom}csdagd ghat.war 1s "determined by»the-ne]atinnship»between classes.
enin defended and developed Marxism and com lete - ifi
question of war in the imSeria]ist epoch. P ey SEitle the
Lenin defined jmperia]ism as moribund capitalism, the highest and .
1§st~stage of capitalism. With imperialism all the fundamental contra-

colonial oppression; it intensifies the uneven development of the capi-
ta11s§ powers and Teads to wars for the redivision of the world. In
opposition to the social chauvinists of the Second International Lenin
quoted the bqurge01s miTlitary expert Von Clausewitz, "war s nothing
but the continuation of political relations, with the intervention of
Other means”, )
World War One was an inter-imperfalist war for the redivision of the

ﬁorld between two more or less evenly matched fmperialist coalitions.
The real essence of the present war, " wrote Lenin, "is tue struggle

and for the plunder of the competing countries.” 9 British imperialism's

objective was to extend its supremacy by smashing its most dangerous
rival ~ Germany, seize Germany's African colonies, seize Mesopotamia and
Palestfne from Turkey and strengthen its foothold in Egypt. Britain
found its natural allies in the other "possessing" powers, France and
Russia. French imperialism wanted to "win back" the Saar Basin and .
nlsace—Lorraine, the two iron and coal rich regions lost to Germany in
(871. Tsarist Russia strove for the dismemberment of* Turkey so that it
could take Constantinople and the Black Sea straits and realise its
dream of access to the Mediterranean, Russia also wanted Galicia, a part
of Austro-Hungary, Italy was brought int¢ the Triple Entente with the
promise of the Tyrol and Trieste. .

German 1mpefia1ism's objective was to knock out Britain and replace
her as'the domlnant European and colonial power. Germany also wanted
France's colon1gs and. the Ukraine, Poland and the Baltic provinces from
Russfa: Paradoxically, Germany found its Triple Alliance partners in the
decrepit Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman empires. And <in the background
stood the greatest of all capitalist powers, the USA, playing off both
sides, se]]fng,qrms to both sides, and then cynically joining the Entente
all to advance_1ts objective of world hegemony, no more, no less. These
were the politics which proceeded and characterised the war. The working
class could have no stake in such a war. "This war is in q treble sense
a war.between slave owners to fortify slavery," wrote Lenin. "This 18 a
War_firsth, to fortify the englavement of the colonies by means of a
'fairer' distribution and subsequent more 'concerted' exploitation of
them; secondly, to fortify the oppression of other mations within the
great.powerg} f@r both Austria & Russiq (Russia more and much worse than
Austria) maintain their rule only such oppression, intensifying it by
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means of war; and thirdly.to fortify and.prolong wage slavery, for the
proletariat is split up & suppressed, while the captitalists gain, making
fortunes out of the war, aggravating wational prejudices and intenstfy—
ing reaction.” With the outbreak of war virtually every European Social
Democratic party rallied to the "defence" of its respective “"fatherland"”
The Second International collapsed. The imperialist war had strengthened
opportunism, furthermore, it turned opportunism into fully fledged
social-chauvinism and the opportunists® alliance with their bourgeoisie
into the open. In direct opposition to this treachery Lenin stressed:
"...the duty of the class conscious proletartat to defend its class
golidarity, its tnternationalism, its socialist convietions against the
orgy of chauvinism raised by the 'patriotic' bourgeotis cliques of all
countries.” Lenin added, "Transform the present imperialist war into
etvil-war — is the only correct proletarian slogan; it was indicated by
the Paris Commune, ... and logically follows from the conditions of an
imperialist war among highly developed capitalist countries." 10
Lenin adds, "The national element in the Austro-Serbian war occupies

an entirely subordinate place & does not alter the gemeral imperialist
nature of the war." 11 '

The blood letting of 1914-1918 solved nothing in imperialist rela-
tions. Victory had fallen to tne superior resources of the "possessing"
powers, and not the rising imperialist forces. Britain and France en-
deavoured in the post war treaties to subjugate the losers economically
and politically, At the same time Britain tried to retain the "balance
bf power in Europe", by not allowing Germany to become too weak or
France too strong. The victorious states redistributed colonies and
mandates, ‘adding them to their already extensive possesions. European
frontiers were fixed and attempts were made to regulate their contention
for the conquest and plunder of China. Consequently the disproportion
between the victor states and the rising imperialist states, especially
Germany, was enormously increased, The treaties of spoilation which
followed the war, in a word, only succeeded in sowing the seeds of
future war,

WORLD WAR 2

The Second World War arose under the particular conditions of the gen -
eral crisis of capitalism.

Capitalism had developed further down the road of decay. It had deve-
loped new torms which found their typical expression in fascism - the
open, terrorist dictatorship over the working class of the react1onaqy
and_chauvinist sections of the imperialist ruling class,

The victory of working class. power over one-sixth of the globe was ...

an all improtant new factor in world politics. Ever since the establish-

ment of the socialist state, a revolutionary headquarters with growing
strength and influence, world politics has been in essence action and .
reaction around this event.. Imperialism could never be reconciled to the
existence of the socialist Soviet Union. Nevertheless, every British
attempt to draw the imperialist powers into a united crusade against
the Soviet Union collapsed against the contradiction of rival interests,
ably aided and abetted by Soviet diplomacy. )

The Soviet Union's foreign policy was based first and foremost on
proletarian internationalism. Secondly, while the tendency:towards fas-
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cism existed tn every imperialist state, Stalin differentiated between
the fascist and non-fascist states. The emergence of the fully fascist
axis powers threatened not only the Soviet Union, the working class and
oppres§ed nations. Communists clearly understood, it threatened the
esgabl1shed supremacy of the non-fascist powers as well. The Soviet
Unlon, was able to utilise this contradiction and at the same time
build a powerful united front movement which finally cuiminated in the
great Anti-fascist War.

The struggle of the oppressed peoples and nations for liberation was
ggther1ng strength and exercising a decisive influence on world poli-
tics. .It should not be forgotten that Lenin had resurrected and deve-
lgped the revolutionary principles of Marxism on the national and colo-
nial question. The 1905 Russian Revolution bore all the characteristics
of anti-imperialist struggle. It had an enormous impact on the rapidly
awaken1qg national movements of the near and far east, particularly on
the national democratic movements' revolutions of Persia in 1906
urkey in 1908: and China in 1911, ’

he October Revolution completed this development. By des i
tsarist empire - the prison house of nations —.gt ’breai?d at;251;§aﬁge
of r:evolutwr;s against world imperialism, extending from the prole-
tarians of the west through the Russian revolution, to the oppressed
gﬁgﬁgigdo‘:nthetgasglﬁ. " .’lg Tge national element which Lenin said had

entirely subordinate place i i forld W
exe;t a qeﬁisive influence on thepSeconJ? HSR TS Norldiiier.ruas o
mperialist relations between the wars make for a complex picture
The fact that the ACK has not o ? them ds a devast-
atiRg el e . ot one word to say about them is a devast-

s we have already stated, British imperialism endeavoured tai
supremacy in Europe by preventing Germang from becoming too wegﬁ'g§§a1n
France too strong. US imperialism had emerged as the real victor of
World War 1 - it had changed from being a debtor state-into the richest
and most powerful state. It would now do its utmost to gain a foothold
in Europe qnd the far-East while consolidating its domination over
Latln America and the Pacific. Britain for all its might was now heavi-
Iy in debt to the US and lagged far Behind it economically and indust-
r1a11y: Themr1ya1ry between the US and Britain became the principal
fnter-imperialist contradiction. France had emerged from the war severe-
Ty weakengd. {t strove:to ruin Germany and play off Britain and the US
to establish Tts own. hegemony in Europe. Japan had enlarged its spheres.
of 1nf1gencg in the far-east and the Pacific during the war) and was
now coming increasingly into contradiction with the US. ’

Owing to t@e uneven’development of capitalism and the massive sup'-
port of §r1ta1n and the US, Germany had recovered its economic might by
the 1930 s and was outstripping Britain and France in all major areas
of produc§1on. German imperialism needed to regain its lost territories
and co1on1e§,-cast‘off the gigantic burdens and restrictions imposed on
it at Versailles, in order to seize hegemony first in Europe and then
the world. US and British imperialism had lavished and on Germany part-
1y_to stave off another revolutionary crisis there but.also inprepar=
ation for war to crush the Soviet Union. When the British government
had_f1rst attempted to enroll Germany as the spearhead of an anti-
Soviet crusade Tn 1928, the overture broke down against German -demands
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for the return of her colonies and freedom to rearm without restric>
tions. Britain opposed the first demand, and France rejected the second.
But there was a third factor - the German working:.class. Though both
the 1918 and 1924 revolutions had been mercilessly crushed, -the German
working class had not.been broken and no German government dare risk a
war with Soviet Russia. Post war Germany became a focal ?oint of inter-
national class struggle. The outcome of the class struggle in Germany
would have an enormous influence-on ‘the development of world politics.

It took internaticonal imper{faTism and the German bourgeosie a full
Fifteen years to break the resistance of”the German workers and estab+
1ish the nazi dictatorship in 1933. This was accomplished above all,
from within the workers movement by German social-democracy.

-With indecent haste Britain, France and fascist Italy rushed to sign
the Act of Accord and Co-operation with Nazi Germany. A year earlier
Japan had refused Britain afnd France's "§ffer" for her to attack the
USSR, but now Japan had an ideal partner in Germany, ine imperialist
dream of a two-pronged assault on Russia seemed on the point of reali-
sation. Henceforth the dominant section of British imperialism would
pursue a strategy of egging on Germany and Japan against the Soviet
Union - diverting the fascist offensive away from Britain's spheres ot
influence ~ with the delightful prospect of seeing both sides embroiled
in war, Britain drawing on the profits of war, and then moving in to
pick up the pieces. This was the essence of Chamberlain's "non-:
intervention" and appeasement policies. Not naive pacifism, but the
calculated and cynical policy of an aristocratic warmonger. Similarly
the fascist elements of French imperialism headed by Laval wanted to
give Hitler a free-hand in the east in return for a guarantee for its
frontier and interests..

Initially, nazi strategy was based on allying with Britain and neu-
tralising France to establish hegemony in Europe and isolate the Soviet
Union. It would then crush the Soviet Union, which it considered the
"weaker enemy", strike down France and then press all.its colonial de-
mands against Britain. In time Hitler came to realise that the Western.
powers, not Russia were the weaker enemy and would change his strategy
accordingly. At all costs Hitler intended to avoid war on two fronts in
order to pick off his enemies one at a time.

And ;so what appeared to trotskyites as an invincible monolithic anti-
Suviet coalition, was in reality a mass of irreconcilabie contradictions.
Added to this there were of course the contradictions within each impe-
prialist ruling class. Churchill was a rabid anti-communist but opposed -
appeasing Hitler and favoured an "understanding" with Stalin. Churchill
represented the more far sighted section of the ruling class which
realised Hitler posed the immediate danger to British interests. Russia
tould be "used" and then "dealt with" later. o

The formidablé anti-Soviet alliance would break -down time and again
in the face of these irreconcilable imperialist contradictions and inter-
ests. The scene was not set for a united anti-Soviet crusade but for
imperialist back-stabbing, for the proverbial cross and double-cross.
A1l aided and abetted by the principled peace policy of the Soviet Union
in consent with the struggles of the international working class and the
oppressed peoples and nations.
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THE GATHERING STORM

Early .1n 1933 Japan seized Manchuria
‘ ‘ e and left the League of Nations.

pgggzgglzoggerIIOWEd suit and categorically rejectedgthé Sovieloﬂzion's

_ -2 non-aggression pact. Russi
1n'§?e Tt west.gg p ussia was now clearly threatened

armed, the newly formed United Front government in Fr invi

, / ance

ussia to join the Leagge, which she did in 1934. In May 1935 b;:XItEd
Sraqce and Czechgs]ovak1a agreed to mutual assistance pacts with the
oviet Unjon. Om1nous]y'Br1tain and Poland refused to' be co-signatories

to %ge agreements.
e pacts stipulated that. if either party was attacked b

. . a Euro
fougr, the other wou]d inmediately come to its aid. Stalin gec]aredpﬁ?g
'complceitg understandzng and approval of the poliey of national defence
pursz;:e Yy France for maintaining its armed forces at the level corres—
pondzng_to thg needs,_gf its gsecurity’. Without such a standpoint
tgisaszg-;a?$1st alliance would have been meaningless. All

ully consistent with Soviet foreign policy which differenti

3 1-

:teq betg@gn the_aggress1ve anq non-aggressive imperialist powers with
view of isolating and attacking the more dangerous enemy. This did not

put?ing pressure on the government to strengthen its iance wi
Soviet Union and exposing any deviation awas from sucz];1;2$?cy?th the
' 0f course the Trotskyites slandered the policy of both the Soviet
bnion and the French party, especially the alleged contradiction
etweeq the two. The fact is however that while the overall strategic
objective of the Soviet and Frenth communists were identical, their
concretg role was entirely different. Hence the difference iﬁ tactics
The Soviet - French mutual assistance pact assisted thé United Front '
government, further isolated Laval's fascists, enhanced the prestige of
the Soviet Unfon and communism among the French working class and en-

policy of the French working class assisted the Soviet Uni F
peing contradictory, the different ics o fet state and
Fre?ch]gggty CompTanertog urte Othe:?ct1cs of the Soviet state and the
n 1 events moved with even greater momentum, - -
Versa11]es and Locarqo~treaties and begun to build aGﬁ:g:n{oﬁgziigg the
army. With the‘b1e531ng of a new Anglo-German Naval Treaty which
g§tens;b1y limited the size of her navy, Germany started the construc-
(Egg.o }her U-boat flee@..Iq March fascist Italy invaded Abyssinia
& Eopla)? the lqst major independent country on the African continent.
The eague of Nat3ons-1nvoked sanctions against Italy which only the
Boviet Union applied in practice. Japan proceeded to invade the whole
of northern China, Imperialism was rushing headlong into war.

The Seventh Congress of the Communist International, 1935,

It was at this crucial Juncture that the C i i

; ommunist International con-
vened {ts 7th Coqgress, from July 25th-August 20th, 1935. The develop-
tent of the fascist war offensive had drastically altered the world
Bituation. With true Leninist flexibility the Commintern changeq its
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strategy and tactics accordingly. The new strategic orientation of the
Comintern had vast implications. On an international scale it projected
nothing short of a great anti-fascist peace alliance with the Soviet
Union and the international working class at its core. The Congress
evoted much attention to the development of the.people's front move-
ment in the respective capitalist countries, as the foundation of the
whole struggle against fascism and war. Especially, the Congress noted
the progress made by the parties in the colonial and semi-colonial
tountries. In particuldr the Communist Party of China was forging a
broad anti-imperialist united front and leading the war of resistance
against Japan. In Indo-China, Philippines, Indonesia, Korea, Malaya,
Egypt and Syria the parties were winning the leadership of the national
1iberation movement. .

The main Congress Report was made by George Dimitrov. In view of the
widespread confusion-as to what fascism actually was, Dimitrov paid
tonsiderable attention to analysing and defining its class character.

He reiterated the famous analysis made by the Executive Committee of the
Comintern (ECCE) in 1933: "fasciem <s the open tervorist dietatorship
of the most reactionary, most chauwvinistic and most imperialist
elements of finance eapital”. Furthermore, "the accession to power of
fascism is not an ordinary succession of one bourgeois govervment by
another, but a substitution of one state form of class domination by
the bourgeoisie — bovrgeois democracy — Dy another form — open terror-
tét dictatorship. It would be a mistake to ignore this distimetion'.
Fascism "Zs unbridled aggression in relation to other nations", In
particular "German fasciem is acting as the spearhead of international
counter~revolution, as the chief instigator nf imperialist war. as the
initiator of a crusade against the Soviet Union, the great fatherland
of - the working people of the whole world"”. 13 3 '

The Resolution on the War Danger was based upon the famous Lenin-
Luxemburg thesis on the tasks of the working class parties adopted by
the Stuttgart Congress of the 2nd International n 1907. The Resolution
stated: "The Comminists, while fighting also against the illusion that
war can be eliminated while the capitalist system still exists, exert
and will exert every effort to prevent war, Should a new imperialist
world war break out, despite all efforts of the working class to pre~
vent ©t, the Commmists will strive to lead the opponents of war,
organised in the struggle for peace, to the struggle for the transform-
ation of the imperialist war into ctvil war against the faseist insti-
gators of war against the bourgeoiste, for the overthrow of eapitalism',
While pointing out that, ."The main contradiction in-the camp of the
tmperialists is the Anglo-American antagonism", the war danger emanated
mainly from German fascism, "Bethg the chief instigators of war, the
German faseists, who strive for the hegemony of German itmperialism in

Europe, raise the question of changing the boumdaries of Europe. at the
expense of their neighbours by means of war'., Nazi Germany was
Yorganising a war of revenge against France, dismemberment of
Czechoslovakia, annexation of Austria, destruction of the indepen—
dende of the Baltic States, which they are striving to comvert into a
base for attack on the Soviet Union'".

Having stated that "a new partition of the world has actually already
begun, " the resolution points out, "there <3 a tendengy, among a number
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of® other countries to maintain the status . At the present ti X
Y 18 represented on a world scale quZhe Us; 'ian'm-o;e, t;mz#-fm;:ﬁ

Ly France; the efforts of these two Leading imperialist powers to main—
tqzn the status quo are supported by several smaller countries (the
Little and Balkan Entente and some of the Baltic states where indepen;-
denﬁe i8 :hhreatened by a new imperialist wan)".

ére, the cynical warmongering role of British imperialism i -
ly identified; "Dominant cz’rclesgof the British bourgeg;gllzgp;zrg]ear

wesf_: to the east and- to direct Germany 'e aggressiveness against the
Soviet Union. By this poliey Great Britain s striving to set up a
counterbalance to the US on a world wide scale, and simultaneously, to
8trengthen the anti-Soviet tendencies not only in Germany but aZso’of
Japan and Poland. This policy of British imperialism is one of the
factore accelerating the outbreak of a world imperialist war."” 14

The Road to Munich

In February 1936 the Popular Front came to power in S ain and se
;he Republic. The carefully planned fascistpcounter agtack.begantixp
July. Germany_and Italy.heaped lavish military aid on Franceé and then
?roceeded to invade Spain. The British and French governments repeated-
y.rejegtsd the Span1§h government's efforts to buy arms. The “Berlin
Rome Ax1s_ was formalrsed in October 1936. Japan joined a month later:
the notorious Anti-Comintern Pact was born. While the Soviet Union
shipped enormous supplies of weapons and food and the International
Brigade fgught.hero1cally with the Republic, Chamberlain, under the
guise-of non-intervention" and "strict impartiality" was aiding and
hbetting the_fasc1sts: By March 1937, German, Italian, British and
Frgnch warsh1ps_were Jointly policing the Spanish Coast. Furthermore
g¥;gazg ::zemak1ng‘t21n1y gisguised efforts to set up an anti-soviet
! € "non-intervention" to its logical con i
thelwa% fo; ?gsgtﬁack on the Soviet Union? TSR CRE iprepane
.. In Marc Hitler annexed Austria after having given hi
that_'Germany neither intends or wishes to interferg ?n the }:tgggg]
pffairs of Austria, or to annex Austria". The Soviet Union called on
811 the powers to take a "firm and unambiguous stand in regard to the
problem of Fhe collective salvation of peace", to unite and collectively
defend the independence of a country threatened by aggression. Britain
keaectgd'the proposal as "inopportune"

Hav1ng~occugied Austria, Germany fu:ned 1ts attention on Czechoslo-
vakia. The nazi propaganda machine began a "war of nerves" against the
Lzechs, bombarding them with threats and false accusations. At the
Anglo-French:Soviet talks in April 1938 the Soviet Union offered to
fight alongs1dg the Czechs if either Britain or France would do the
Eame, or even if only the Czechs were willing to resist nazi aggression.
Kalinin stated that the USSR would carry out its treaty obligations to
Fraqce'andezechos1ovakia to the letter, he added, "a firm stand
kgainst the aggressor is the fundamental solution of the present inter-
hational tension®. '

“In Septembef Hitler demanded that Czechoslovakia relinquish Sudeten-
land to the Reich. The Czechs responded by manning its western defences

56

and calied on France to Fonour its treaty obligation with armed support.
But France, ericouraged by Britain and the US was more interested in
appeasing Hitler and forming an anti-Soviet bloc.

On his fourth hectic fl1ight to Germany, Chamberlain met with Hitier,
Mussolini and Daladier at the Munich tRieves' kitchen. The. notorious
Munich agreement of September 1938 handed the Sudetenland with its 3
million inhabitants, the Pilsen armaments tactory and all the Czech
frontier defences, 1ock, stock and bavvel over to.Germany. In return
Hitler and Mussolini gave an assurance, yuaranteed by Britain and
France, not to occupy the defenceless remnants of Czechoslovakia.
Neither the Czech government nor the Russians were consulted. On no
account did Britain and France want the Soviet Union to go to war
before nazi Germany was strong enough - this would only have increased
Russia's power and prestige, severely weakened Germany, and set-back
their plans for all out aggression against the USSR.

The Eighteenth Congress of the-CPSU(B) 1939

In his report to the 18th Congress of the CPSU(B) (Communist Party of
Soviet Unton (Bolshevik) ) in March 1939 Stalin stated,

A new imperialist war is already in its second year, a war waged
over a luge territory stretching from Shanghai to Gibralter and in—
volving over 500 million people, The map of Europe, Africa and Asia
ts being foreibly re-drawn. Here is a list of the most important
revents during the period under review which marked the beginning of
the new imperialist war. In 1935 Italy attacked and seized
Abbyssinia. In the summer of 1936 Germany and Italy organised mili-
tary Intervention in Spain, Germany entrenching herself in the north
of Spain and in Spanish Moroeco, and Italy in the south of Spain and
'in the Balearic islands. Having seized Manchuria, Japan in 1937
invaded North and Central China, occupied Peking, Tientin and
Shanghai and began to oust her foreign competitors from the occupied
zone. In the beginning of 1938 Germany seized Austria, and in the
autumn of 1938 the Sudetan region of Czechoslovakia. At the end of
1838 Japan seized Canton, at the beginning of 13939 the island of
Hatnan..."

Stalin added "... Three aggressive states, and the new imperialist
var launched by them have upset the entire system of the post-war
peace regime. .. ALl this in defiance of the interests of the non—
aggresstve states. It is a distinguishing feature of the new impe—
rialist war that it has not yet become universal, a world war. The
war is being waged by aggressor states, wherein every way infringe
upon the interests of the non-aggressive states, primarily England,
France and USA, while the latter draw back and retreat making con—
cesston  after concession to the aggressors... Thue. we are wit-
nessing an open redivision of the world and spheres of influence at
the expense of the non-aggressive states, without the least attempt
at resistance and even with a certain amount of connivance, on the
part of the latter’. )

Stalin does not attribute this to weakness. On the contrary,
"eombined, the non-aggressive, democratic states are unquestionably
stonger than the fascist states, both economically and.in the mili-
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tary sense.' ,

He attributes their policy firstly to "fear that a revolution may

break out if war assumes . world wide ‘pProportiong. Learning from

vietory of the socialist revolution in Russia ‘during World War I,

they are afraid that the second tmperialist war may also lead to

the victory of the revolution in one or several countries."

The "chief reason for rejection of collective security and collec—

tive resistance to the aggressore, Jf non—intervention, neutvality"

is far more sinister. "The poliey of non—intervention means connip-
ing at aggression, giving free rein to war, and, consequently,
transforming the war into world war... not to hinder Germany, say,
from enmeshing herself in European affairs, from embroiling herself
in q war with the Soviet Union, to allow all the belligerents to
sink deeply into the mire of war and encourage them surreptitiously
in this: to allow them to weaken and exhaust one another, and then,
when they have become weak enough, to appear on the scene with fresh
strength, to appear, of course, 'in the intevests of peace’ and to
dictate conditions to the enfeebled belligerents.., It must be
remarked, howvever, that the big and dangerous political game started

by the supporters of the poliey of non-intervention may end in a

serious fiasco for them". 15 -

_ In the Spring of 1939 the nazi propaganda machine turned its atten-
tion to Poland. In March, in violation of all the "promises" made at
Munich, Germany occupied the remainder or Lzechoslovakia, capturing
3,000 artillery pieces, 2,000 tanks, 2,000 air craft as well ‘as the
Skoda and Brno works. The Hungarian fascists seized Carpasho, in the
Ukraine. The Chamberlain Government hastened to give Poland a mititary
guarantee, without so.much as informing the uSSR. Hitler responded by-
contemptuously renouncing the German-Polish non-aggression pact and
Anglo-German Naval Treaty. On April 17th Italy invaded Albania. Britain
gave worthless guarantees to Greece and.Romania, again without cons.. -
sulting Russia. A week Tater Chamberlain proposed that the Soviet Union
unilaterally guarantee Poland and Romania. This amounted to under-
taking to defend a country about to be attacked. _

Soviet reaction to Hitler's coup was swift. On April.17th Stalin
proposed convening a conference with Britain, France, Poland, Romania
and Turkey to consider joint action against aggression, and a mutual -
assistance pact between the USSR, Britain, France and Poland, The terms
of the proposal were as follows: immediate assistance including miii-
tary aid, to any east European country adjoining the Soviet Union be-
tween the Baltic and Black seas should they fail victim to aggression.
Chamberlain rejected the full proposal as "premature" and pressurised
Poland to do the same. The British and French Governments insisted that
the Soviet Union guarantee their security but refused to guarantee the
security of the USSR and its neigbours. Furthermore Britain was still
holding secret negotiations with Germany with the aim of diverting
hazi aggression eastwards. ‘

On May 11th the Japanese army occupying Manchuria .invaded the USSR.
The stage seemed set for a two pronged onslaught on the Soviet Union.
Btalin had warned Britain and.France that unless they came to terms
with the Soviet Union she would come to terms with Germany. Finally,

B full ten weeks after the fall of Prague and the Soviet Union's triple
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alliance proposals, negotiations opened in Moscow. Failure was pianned
from the start. Britain and France refused even to consider giving.a
military guarantee to the USSR. It has since become known that while
Britain was sabotaging the long-delayed negotiations with Russia,

. Hudson and Wilson held secret talks with Wohlat in London. They agreed

to renounce the guarantee just given to Poland if Germany and Britain
could work out a division of spheres of influence. At this critical
Juncture the Soviet Union pulled off its great diplomatic victory - the
Soviet-German Non-Aggression Pact of August 1939. It destroyed the
Anglo-French-Us strategem of enbroiling the Soviet Union and Germany
in a war after which they could move in and pick up the pieces. Its
immediate effect was to crack the fascist block down the middle. With
its western borders secure the Soviet Union was able to concentrate its
forces on defeating Japan in the east, which it accomplished in three
months. Stalin had succeeded in getting Hitler to double-cross Japan
and his secret collaborators Chamberlain and Daladier. Nevertheless
the Soviet leaders knew full well that sooner rather than later the
Axis powers would fall on the Soviet Union. The pact gave the USSR
nearly two years to prepare for war.
Mao Zedong summed up the significance of the pact as follows:
"...The Soviet-German non—aggression treaty is the result of the
growing soctalist strength of the Soviet Uniom and the policy of
peace... the treaty has shattered the intrigues by which the - .
reactionary international bourgeoisie represented by Chamberlain
and -Daladier sought to instigate a Soviet—German war, has broken
the encirelement of the Soviet Union by the German, Italian,
Japanese anti-communtst bloe, strengthened peace between the Soviet
- Unton and Germany, and safeguarded the progress of soctalist con—
struction tn the Soviet Union. In the East it deals a blow to Japan
and helps China; it strengthens the position of China's forces of
resistance to Japan and deals a blow to the capitulators. All this
‘provides a basis for helping the peoples throughout the world to
win freedom and liberation". 16
Hitler was banking on British and French appeasement. He was con-
vinced that having been double-crossed they would be even more frantic
to appease., Nazi strategy was clearly, as Stalin predicted, first the
destruction of the flabby western powers, and then the mobilisation of
their industries and manpower for the assault on the USSR. On September
1st German troops poured into Poland and took Warsaw, two days later
Britain and France declared war on Germany. Mao wrote:
"The outbreak of the imperialist world war is the result of the
attempt of the imperialist countries to extricate themselves from
a new economic and political crisis, Whether on the German side or
on.the Anglo-French, the war is unjust, predatory and imperialist
in character. The Communist Parties throughout the world must firmly
oppose the war and also the criminal actions of the social-
democratic parties in betraying the proletariat by supporting it.
The soctalist Soviet Union is persevering as before in its poliey of
peace, i$ maintaining strict neutrality towards both belligerents.'1?
The expectation had been that if and when it came to war the USSR
Would be allied to the western democracies. This-would have given the
war an entirely anti-fascist democratic content. This had been the
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objective of Communist policy for several years. But the treachery of
the "men of Munich" had made this course utterly impossible. Therefore
a poiicy of non-support had to be .adopted - a major expression of this
was the Soviet-German Non-Aggression Pact itself.

In mid-September the Red Army 1iberated eastern Poland, Latvia,
Lithuania, and parts of White Russia and the Ukraine, all of which had
been severed from Russia by the imperialists in 1920. The Soviet Union
regained its lost territory, rescued millions of people from imminent
conquest and established a strong defence to block the nazi advance.
Fhurchil1, then head of the Admirality, had the courage to state amidst
& howl of abuse,."That the Russian armies should stand on this line was
elearly necegsary for the safety of Russia against the nazi menace...
hazi designs upon the Baltic states and upon the Ukraine must come to
@ dead stop", )

. But the dominant section of the British ruling class presented
Soviet Union's actinn as a blow against Britain, although Britain was
technically at war with Germany, not with Russia' The anti-Soviet
campaign in the press reached hysterical proportions. In October 1939
thé Copmunist International issued a manifesto on the Anglo-German war.
It declared, "the war is the continuation of the many years of impe-
rialist strife tn the camp of capttalism... Such ie the real meaning
of this war, which is an unjust reactionary, imperialist war. In thie
war the blame falls on all the capitalist govermments, and primarily
the ruling classes of the belligerent states, The working ~loss can
not support such a war... no support for the policy of the ruling
elasses aimed at eontinuing and spreading the imperialist slaughter.
Demand the i{mmediate cessation of warl"

This was the "phoney war" period, as an American correspondent
aptly described it. The men of Munich were still in power and still
hoped to "switch" the war against the Soviet Union and no decisive
action was taken against Germany. Chamberlain stated his intentions
quite explicitly when he told the House of Commons in November, "None
of us knows how long the war will last; nane of us knows in what dire-
direction it will develop; none of us knows when it is ended who will
etand by our side and who will be against us"”.

Anglo-French intrigues to "switch" the war went into full gear over
Finland. Finland was governed by the fascist regime headed by - .
Mannerheim, an ex-Tsarist general. Leningrad, the Soviet Union's prin-
cipal arms producing centre was in shelling distance from the Finnish
border, and the Soviet Baltic ports could be completely bottled up by
hostile submarines in Finnish waters. The Soviet Union could not but
be extremely anxious- about an attack from Finland. In 1936 the British
and Germans had helped build the "impregnable Mannerheim defences",
and all along had been supplying Finland with munitions and aircraft
to establish a potential northern front against the USSR. The Soviet
government asked the Finnish government to negotiate frontier changes
around Leningrad. Britain and France persuaded the Finns to refuse, -
hoping to bring about a war with al? jts many possibilities of inter-
vention by themselves, the nazis or both. Confronted with this -
intolerable situation the Soviet Union acted decisively. On November
30th the Red Army crossed the frontier, Britain and France offered to
send 100,000 troops. In March the Red Army destroyed the whole plan
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by arriving through the “impregnable" Mannerheim 1ine in a few days.
Britain and France repeated their offer, adding that they would brook
no resistance from Norway or Sweden to the passage of troops.
Mannerheim could see the game was up and sued for peace. Britain and
France could still not take "no" for an answer and again repeated the
offer, but Finland $igned the peace treaty on 12th March,

The "phoney" war ended abruptly when German imperialism had
exploited Anglo-French appeasement to the maximum. In April the nazis
invaded Denmark and Norway to secure the supply of Scandinavian iror
bre. Chamberlain was finally booted out of office and Churchill
brought in to head a coalition government. On that same ddy, May 10th
1940, Germany struck at France through neutral Belgium, and overran
Holland to secure its right flank. Nazi troops cut through the French
Tines and reached the Channel coast by May 21st, The humiliating
defeats suffered by the British armies culivinated in the Dunkirk
fiasco. By the end of June, Paris fell and Marshall Petain sued for
peace; Germany would occupy northern France and the Atlantic coast,
leaving the centre and south "free" with a capital at Vichy. Italy de-
clared war on Britain.

A peace offer from Hitler, confirming his new. acquisitions, was
rejected By Churchill, The nazis how prepared for an invasion of
Britain; the "Battle of Britain", the "Night Blitz" the U-boat war,
and the war in North Africa.

With its army destroyed Britain was about to fall when the Soviet
Unfon made a sudden move which saved it. The Red Army occupied the
former Russian territory of Bessarabia, then in the hands of Romania.
This dramatic act forced Hitler to relax his mounting pressure against
Britain. Mortally afraid of a two front war, the fuhrer was compelled
to consolidate Germany's position in the Balkans and to strengthen
the forces on the Russian border. . ‘

In October 1940 Germany occupied Romania to safeguard its main
sources. of oi1; then Italy launched its disastrous invasion of Greece.
The Yugoslavian people overthrew the government which was prepared to
collaborate with Hitler. In April 1941 the Germans moved into
Yugoslavia and on into Greece, Meanwhile after initial setbacks, the
Axis powers were recovering in North Africa and the Middle East, The
Nazi occupation of Yugoslavia, Greece, Romania and Bulgaria, cleared
Hitler's right flank for his next, and ultimately fatal venture. With
France knocked out and with Britain without a foothold on the .
Continent, the Axis powers decided it was time to crush the Soviet -
Unfon. The German General Statf reckoned it could all be done in 8
weeks. The decision had Been taken in December 19403 .and after months
of quiet preparation the blow was launched in June_1941.

On June 22nd 1941, Nazi Germany and Finland invaded the Soviet
Union.
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ON THE STAGES AND CHARACTER OF WORLD WAR II

with_a smug contempt for facts the ACW asserts:
“It is most probably known even to the RCLB comrades that the Second
World War started not in 1941, but in 1939" (p.39)

We.confess. We know no such thing, The RCLB labours under the com-
mon misconception that Second World War actually began in 1937, not
1939. In March 1939, six months before Britain's declaration of war on

sermany, Stalin summed up the international situation in the following
Nay:

"A new ‘mperialist war is already in its second year, a wan
wageq'over a huge territory stretohing from Shanghat to Gibraltar
and tnvolving over five hundred million people. The map of Europe,
Africa and Asia, is being foreibly redvawn."

By September 1939 (after the Munich sell-out, the complete annex-
ation of Czechoslovakia and after the collapse of the Anglo-French-
Soviet talks) Mao stated categorically:

. "From now on the situation will inevitably develop into one of
qzrect conflict between the two big imperialist bloecs.,. The second
tmpertalist var has entered a new -stagel’ 18.

&y slight of hand the ACW has rewritten history. It has written out
of history the anti-fascist, national liberation wars and struggles
being waged by the Abyssinian/ Spanish, Chinese, Austrian, Czech and
then the Polish peoples, prior to the Anglo-German war. The ACW has -
written out of history two years of anti-imperialist struggle because
they do not correspond to the assertion that the Second Worid War was
initially a purely inter-imperialist war.

According to the ACW, World War Two, developed through two distinct
stages 1939-1949 and 1941-1945, This omits the first stage 1937-1939.
To quote from their pamphlet again:

) ".1.The CPGB correctly regarded the war in 1939 as an inter—

uwpe{zalist war, for both Germany and Britain were fighting for

rqbbtng colonies and oppressing other countries and not for national

Liberation, .. Tt was not until after the then socialist Soviet Union

was attacked by the Hitlerite fascists that the class chavacter of

the war changed”.

According to the ACW therefore a purely inter-imperialist war is
transformed into a wholly anti-fascist war. This is metaphysics not
MarxismiLeninism. Dialectical and historical materialism teaches that
th1qgs in nature and society are indeed transformed into their op-
posites, that the secondary aspect of a contradiction can become the
pr1nc1p]e aspect, and so on. But a stone can never become a chicken. A
purely inter-imperialist war cannot become a purely anti-fascist war,
4p egg certa1n1y can become a chicken in the right conditions. A mainly
an§1-fasc1st war can become a mainly anti-imperialist war, and then
mainly an anti-fascist war again. This is the case with the Second
World War.
~ The war develgped through three inter-related stages, not twe dis-
tinct stages, Britain's war with Germany between 1939-1941 was inter-
1mgerialist. The ACW gets no marks for acknowledging the fact. But even
this must be seen in the context of the anti-fascist struggles being
waged before 1939. To these we must add the struggles of the Danish,
Norwegian, Belgian, Dutch, French, Romanian, Yugoslavian, Greek and

62

Buigarian people against fascism and German occupation between 1939-
1941; that is, before the Soviet Union entered the war. Clearly it is
a complete nonsense to descripe tne overall character or the war up -
until 1941 as-essentially identical to the war in 1914,

terman conquest or the European imperialist states changed the tasks
and targets of the revolution in each particular country. For all
intents and purposes the "national" bourqgeois state was smashed, de-
featea. ihose parts of the state machine that were preservea were assim-
i:lated into the nazi occupation regime. The tendency of the imperial-
ist ruling class to split into three was completed - one group united
with the Germans; another group allied itself with the Anglo-American
tmperialists; and the third group vacillated between the two. The
principle contradiction changed from being the contradiction between
the proletariat and the bourgeoisie, now the Germans and their collab-
orators became the principle target. The working class was faced with
the task not of launching a civil war for socialism, as in 1914, but of
uniting the whole people in the struggle to recapture national inde-
pendence. The people included the anti-fascist, patriotic sections of
the monopoly capitalist bourgeoisie. The communists of imperialist
France. and Belgium raised the banner of national resistance, as did
the communists of oppressed Greece and Bulgaria, before the Soviet
Union came into the World War. According to the ACW's petit-bourgeois
logic they and the Dutch, Norwegian and Danish communists should be
criticised for social-chauvinism. We obviously disagree. If anything it
may emerge after deeper study that certain parties hesitated, were
initially somewhat indecisive, in launchino the resistance movementc
against nazi occupation. 1t 1s possible that the Comintern's fundamental
1y correct position was not clear enough, that it tended tp accomodate
rather than criticise the rigidity displayed by some western parties.

The only definite conclusion we are able to arrive at nere is ‘this.
The imperialist Anglo-German war ran parallel to the anti-fascist wars
and struggles of the oppressed nations under the fascist boot.

THE CPGB IN THE FIGHT AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM

A comprenensive study of the Communist Party of Great Britain's(CPGB)
policies preceeding and during World War 2 is both essential and long
overdue. The RCL cannot accomplish such a task at present and is cer-
tainly not going to attempt it here, The absence of a systematic
summing-up of the positive and negative lessons of our immediate his-
tory is a big problem. But this does not excuse the ACW's brazen falsi-
fication of history.

The definite implication in the ACW pamphlet is that the CPGB's
strategy up until June 1941 was to strive for the defeat of the ruling
class and the conversion of the imperialist war into civil war. This
is not spelt out - in fact nothing about the CPGB's strategy and .
cactics is spelt out. But given that the ACW "aporoves" of the CPGB's
line, and the whole thrust of their argument throughout the pamphiet is
that Lenin's strategy and tactics in 1914 hold guod in all wars between
imperialist powers - the only possible deduction is that, according to
the ACW, the CPGB advocated and implemented the strategy of revolu-
tionary defeatism. This is simply not true.
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The CPGB, for all its weaknesses, anu they were serious, was the poli-
tical party of the working class. It alone stood in the vanguard. of the
revolutionary, anti-imperialist, anti-fascist struggles of the British
working class. From 1935 onwards, and more clearly and consciously
from ]937, the. CPGB's strategy was for building a broad united front
in Britain and on a world scale, against fascism and war, against
Gppeasement and collusion with the nazis, for the defence of world
peace, for the advance of the national Tiberation struggles in the
co]gn;$s, for the defence of the Soviet Union and the victory of
socialism.

Let us Took at some outstanding examples of the CPGB's Tine at
important junctures of World War Two.

When in 1935, Mussolini's armies invaded Abyssinia the Party con-
sistently exposed‘ghe National Government's pro-fascist policies. "The

indicate support for the Natiomal Goverwmentr, But, "... every person
who desires to maintain peace, retard the advance of fascism and defend
the Soviet Union must be prepared to use every means and tqke Full ad-
vantade of all existing tnstituticns... and imperialist eontradictions,
that can place stumbling blocks in the path of the war mongers. To
breserve peace, we must bring into play the full force of working class
action and 'sanctions' carried out in terms of the League of Nations
covenant.” To this end the Party put forward an eleven point programme
which skillfully combined the call to action with demands’on the Govern-
ment to honour its treaty obligations. On the one hand, the Party
fought to free the working class of any illusions in the National .
Government. On the other it made a clear differentiation between

British imperialism and the fascist powers and the tasks of the working .

class in Britain and in Italy. "4t the same time as we carry out this
policy in Britain, the Italion sociqlist and Communist parties are
striving might and main to turn what to them is an imperialist war into
2 etvil war. They are organising strikes and demonstrations; they ecqll
on the Ttalian soldiers to refuse to embark for Abyssinia, they urge

the soldiers already in Abyssiniq to desert their own ranks and join
the Abyssinian army”. 19 :

The 11 points were as follows:-

1. Stoppage of all war materials to Italy and refusing\to load or un-
Toad any Italian ships at present in British ports.
2. No loans to Ttaly.

3. Removal of the ban on export of arms’ to the Abyssianian people in

order that they can adequately defend themselves against imperialist
aggression.

4. Closing the Suez canal to all Italian transport.
5. Raising funds to assist the anti-fascists in Italy itself.

6. Demand for the surrender of all British mandates and British impe-
rialist “interests in Abyssinia.

7. The British Council of Labour to convene an emergency international
conference of all working class organisations to mobilise world wide
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support to detend the ihdependence of Abyssinia,

8 iate organisation of a nation-wide campaign of meetings, demon-
® i?ﬂ:g}gns, mgss deputations to the Italian Embassy and ansu]ates
throughout Britain, demanding the withdrawal of aj] Italian forces
from Abyssinian territory.

g ‘ . in the
N s distributions of leaflets, especially.among the workers in .
9 aiﬁ and transport industries aﬁd among the armed forces, calling for
solidarity with the Abyssinian people.

10.Election of a Workers' Control -Commission in the war industries to
supervise all war material contracts.

. t the policy of sanctions as a means of preventing Italian
h ?:gzggm going to %ar against the Abyss1n1§n people, and redoub;ed
‘efforts to organise the defeat of the National Government on ttﬁ

basis of united struggle for the preservation of world ;3eace,f tﬁ
defence of democracy, and the improvement of the conditions o e
r b » . .
ngﬁi‘:rom these concrete demands in re1at1oq to Abyssinia the _
Party also called for struggle to force the National Government to:-

1. Renounce the German Naval Agreement.

Abandon all forms of support for Hitler,
Give full support for the Franco-Soviet Pact.

2.

3. .

4. Sign a peace pact with the Soviet Union. )
5. Renounce its own imperialist conquests, concessions and mandates. 20

) he CP's line was support
hould be noted that the cornerstone of the )

forIEhZ Soviet Union and its peace po11cy.-Speak]ng at thg 1gpor§22t
enlarged Central Committee in January 1936, Pol]1tt Statg"nai.éovern-
time 18 ripe for a great mass campatgn for erl:dzng the 'Nat:?zd i
ment's policy of friendship with German fascism, and inst ga¥ea oo
it to seek a peace alliance with Sovtet socialism. We thin :
millions of people in Britain would warmly weleome such a pzace

lance”. 21 _ o ) S
azza%zaethe fascist onslaught on thﬁoﬁggn1?8Mggggal1cTﬁcﬁnggﬁz Eggu

i .the slogan "MADRID TODAY - ORROW" . TI )
}gzésggstthe Pagty consistently expﬁseg the :aggsgigmggtta:n%;%nt?ﬁsti_
"men of Munich", while targetting the fascis Ac 1l

' itai he whole world, Clearly the . wWou
gators of war on’Bf1tq1n and t ttor of Mowirciple" they
have had no place inside the CPGB. As a matter of AL s
attack the "class collaborationist" an e
g3:1gh:iv§o:g not mean .that the ACW would hav$ fouqd ;ﬁ:elﬁoigzggizer
in th ilderness. They would have found a place in rotsk
}:d:pgnd:;t Labour Party (ILP) and cou}g39ave voted enthusiastically .
Tution "To Resist War" in < .

for thﬁI;ezl?Le event of war between two capitalist countries, or tz:o .

groups of capitalist countries, it will be the duty 93‘_‘ the h:rz&%:ish

working class to concentrate on the task of ov_erthrounng_t i ;;

capitalist government and to co-operate with the workers a;?tg ah :r

countries in overthrowing the capétalﬁst goveryments. {f dutw io

workers power has been achieved, it will be the socialist Y
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Judge the objective situation from a class point of view to decide
whether actton in support of one side is desirable in order to make
working class forces a dominating factor".
- The ILP in 1937 - the Communist Party of Britain (Marxist-Leninist),
Revolutionary Communist Party of Britain (Marxist-Leninist) and ACW in
1979. The same trotskyite pill for the world headache . No doubt the
ACW and its members would have voted with equal enthusiasm for the
"Resolution on Soviet Russia":

"The foreign policy of Soviet Russia, with its rveliance on the
League of Nations and Pacts with capitalist govermments, rather
than an alliance with the vorking class forces of the world, has
had a depressing effect on the revolutionary movement of other
countries"”, . )

For many years the Comintern's strategy was aimed at winning the

western democracies to an alliance with Russia, the international work-

ing class and the oppressed peoples and countries against the fascist
powers . But the treacherous warmongering policies of the Munichites,
their determination to turn Hitler eastward had made this course im-
possible! Therefore a policy of neutrality, non-support, had to be
adopted - the highest expression of this policy was of course the
Soviet-Nazi Non-Aggression Pact. .

In the events immediately preceeding the outbreak of the.British-
German imperialist war and during the "“phoney war" period, the revi-
sionist tendencies of the CPGB leadership broke out into the open. On
the day the nazis invaded Poland the Central Committee announced that:
"we are in support of all necessary measures to secure victory over
faseZsm”, Two days later when Britain and France declared war on
Germany the Daily Worker announced: "The war is here, it is a war that
ean and must be won!"” Harry Pollitt hastily drafted the pamphlet
entitled "How To Win The War" with the chauvinist theme that the war
being waged by British imperialism was "a just war against faseism'.

It was published a few days after the French Party was declared illegal

A fierce struggle ensued in the Central Committee and to a lesser
extent in the party as a whole. Dutt and Rust led the fight to
characterise the war as an inter-imperialist war which the working
class must oppose, and to implement the 1ine and decisions of the
Communist. International. Six months later Dutt reported: "The debate on
the C.C. on this vital issue lasted over a period of wnine days (with
interruptions}. It was the sharpest and most intense debate in the
history of the Party; the viewpoint which was finally adopted in the
October Manifesto was at first put forward by only a small minority
and became a majority in the course of the debate... The same debate
was conducted in every group and organisation of the party with a demo-
cratic completeness never before equalled in the history of any party

tn Britain.!" 22 The resolution finally adopted by the Central Committee

declared: "the struggle of the British people against the Chamberlains
and Churchills is the best help to the struggle of the German people
against Hitler™. Gallacher replaced Pollitt as General Secretary. Rust
replaced Campbell as editor of the Daily Worker. On 12th October the
Daily Worker criticised its earlier position as incorrect because the
British, French and Polish governments "shared responsibility" with
Rerman fascism for the present war, and that consequently the war was
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"unjust and imperialist". Britain's declaration of war was intended to
pressurise Hitler into dumping the Non-Aggression Pact with the Soviet
Union. The "phoney war" period which lasted 6 months.was an extension
of the.same policy to "switch" the war against Russia. British impe-
rialism was indeed out to defend its-vast Empire which stretched from
India to the Carribean. ,

Nevertheless the CPGB did not call for transforming the British -
German imperialist war into civil war. Why? Because outside of the
immediate arena of the British-German war, the war was not inter-
imperialist, because revolution was far from being an immediate possi-
bility in Britain. And because there was still a possibility of win-
ning Britain to an anti-fascist alliance with the Soviet Union.

This was a gredt testing time for the Party. The Party had reversed
a fundamentally opportunist line at a critical juncture, but as was to
become clear Tater, it had only halted the rise of revisionism, but
had not rooted it out at the core. Many fellow travellers left the
Party in this period. Its meetings were broken up, speakers.and paper
sellers often assaulted and arrested. Members continued to agitate
among the armed forces and the working class against the war, before
and after the fall of the Chamberlain Government and the entry of the
Labour Party into Churchill's coalition "War Government". ' o

A1l the really awkward jobs in the Coalition Government were given
to Labour Ministers. Morriscn became Home Secretary and Minister of
Home Security. In opposition hie had been one of the sharpest critics
of the Chamberlain Government for its failure to provide air-raid pro-
tection; now as minister he went so far as to accuse the communists and
and all others who demanded deep bomb-proof shelters as "fifth colum-
nists". Bevin who had a history of opposition to industrial conscrip-
tion was made the minister to enforce.just that. No attempts were made
to check profiteering. The cost of 1iving was rising. Trade union )
rights were being undermined; food distribution was chaotic and air
raid shelters grossly inadequate. '

The climax of the CP's anti-war campaign came with the People's
Convention. The first delegates meeting was called by the Hammersmith .
Borough Trade Council and Labour Party in July 1940. The ‘second meeting
in London in January 1941 was attended by 2,234 delegates representing
well over a million people, the overwhelming majority from trade union
branches and trade councils. Messages of support wer2 read out from

Mao Zedong and Pautl Robeson. The message from the underground movement

in Germany,concluded; "Those who do not want periodical outbreaks of
terrible wars must fight for the conclusion of a real peoples.' peace
between the representatives of the working people of ‘Britain and
Germany, 'in elosest contact with the people of the great soccialist
Soviet Union, must fight for a peace without anngrations and
indenmities, for a peace leading to the happiness of the people™.
The Convention decided on the Eight-Point Charter and on a plan of
action to win the masses to it. C
1. To raise the living standards of the people, including wages, pay
of armed and civil defence forces, dependants' allowances, all
pensions, compensation, insurance and unemployment allowances, and
the restoration and extension of educational facilities. }
2. Adequate ARP bombproof shelters, and prompt and effective provision
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for all the needs of air raid victims, including rehousing and full
and immediate compensation.

3. Restoration, safeguarding and extension of all trade union rights -
and democratic rights and civil 1iberties. Effective democratic
rights for members of the armed forces.

4. Emergency powers to be used to take over the banks, land, ‘transport,
armaments and other large industries, in order to organise our
economic life in the interests of the people.

5. National independence for India; the right of all colonial peoples
to determine their own destiny; and the ending of the enforced
partition of Ireland,

6. Friendship with the USSR. .

7. A Peoples' Government truly representative of the working peoples,
and able to command the confidence of working people throughout the-
world, .

8. A Peopies' .Peaces won by the working people of all countries, and
based on the right of all peoples to-determine their own destiny. 23

The Government and press accused the convention of peddling
"defeatism” and "peace at any price". Atlee concluded that the com-
munists were Hitler's allies and the Labour Party expelled all the
branches and any of its members who had taken a prominent part in the
Convention. On July 21st the Government invoked the Defence Regulations
and banned the Daily Worker. The Party had anticipated this and more.
Under- Rust's direction a secret chain of printing presses: had -been.
established throughout the country which now produced the daily
Industrial and General Information.

One indication of the Party's growing influence was Labour Monthly
sales; they rose from 7,500 in August 1939 to 20,000 in December- 1940,
Increasingly the Conventions Campaign for a Peoples’ Government.and -
Peoples' Peace and friendship with the "USSR, the agitation around demo-
cratic rights, food, defence etc. won popular support. The rising dis-
content which found expression mainly through the Convention reached
such proportions that the Government took the unprecedented step of
seeking-a vote of confidence in-war time.

With the Nazi invasion of the Soviet Union the CPGB was faced with
n totally new situation and new tasks. For Britain too the war was now

an anti-fascist war. Every blow against Hitler was a blow for socialism

and a -peoples' peace. : . .
On June 22, 1941, the nazis hurled thousands of planes and tanks,
hundreds of cracktroop divisions, across the Soviet frontiers, Later
that day Churchill came to the microphone to declare that for all his
bitter opposition to communism he recognised that Britain and the
Soviet Union now had "one aim, one single purpose - to destroy ﬂ1t1er
and every vestige of the nazi regime". He added Britain would give the
Russians all the aid it could. Stalin immediately greeted this '

"historfc utterance" and said that "aid would .be on a reciprocal basis".

On June 24, Britain.and the USSR agreed on the exchange of Missions. and
full co-operation, On July 12, they signed the Pact of Mutual Aid,
pledging no seperate peace, X

The Central Committee of the CPGB responded swiftly to the vital
change in the war. "For the first time we now have a real f%gh? against
fasciem. Now it {2 a people's war tn which the people of Britain and
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the Soviet Union are working ana fighting side by side”. 24

The Peoples' Convention also adapted its line. The National
Emergency Assembly, attended by 2,500 peonle on July 5, called for a
further ‘strengthening of friendship withk the USSR and for an all-out
war effort to defeat fascism. This was in fact. the-beginning of the
mass movement demanding that Britain -oper the second front. The famous
leaflet "We must Act Now" stated, ”,.. Now after all the waverings and
defeats of the past 21 months, the veal anti-fascist struggle has begun
and vietory is within grasp, a vietory that will bring a peoples' pegce
to all countries, including Germany and Italy,.. The full mobilisation
of all our military and tndustrial resources for a great united front
with the Soviet people against German fascism is the vital issue before
us today."

The Party and its front organisations were besieged by demands for
speakers and literature. Retired generals and Labour dignitaries
appeared on platforms for friendship with the USSR. This was of course
all to the good. The problem was whether or not the Party was strong
enough to withstand its newly found respectability. .

Membership had dropped to around 12,000 by June 1941. Now it re-
covered all lost ground. By the end of 1941 the total stood at.the
record figure of 22,700. In the first three months of 1942 over 25,000
recruits were reported. In September 1942 the party cldimed a-membef—
ship of 65,000.. The new membership of the Party was overwhelmingly
proletarian, mostly from the large munition works in the Midlands and
West London.

The Daily Worker was allowed to resume publication in January 1941,
It was now publishing all the encouraging war mews, boosting the pro-
duction drive in the factories, and urging the immediate opening of .a
"second front". According to William Rust, the editor, over a million
copfes of the first issue were ordered. But owing to the rationing of
newsprint the total edition was limited to 75,000.

However, Pollitt was opportunistically reinstated as General
Secretary. The implication being that he had been right about the war
all along. This was a major concession to revisionism and social-
chauvinism in the Party. In the context of the united front with the
rulina class this was to prove fatal.

This period of Party history, no less than the preceeding period,
calls for a deep study and assesment. While the Party's platform was
basically correct it seems far too many concessions were made to the
bourgeoisie politically and in industry. There was all unity and no
class struggle in the united front. The CPGB even began to advocate the
continuation of a National Government after the war.

The rapid. expansion of membership had taken place without any sys-
tematic political education and consolidation, Party factory cells were
being disbanded and replaced by residential branches and factory
"groups". Determined to maintain their "mass party" the leadership
abandoned the idea that “every member must be a working member". The
first essential now was numbers, quantity. Great importance began to
be attached to the role of the dues-collector, whose Jjob it was to go
round the inactive members to collect their subscriptions. The social-
democratic, revisionist tendencies of the party surfaced with a
venaence. Nevertheless, try as they may the leadership could not halt
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the decline in membership which began in the summer of 1943. The dis-
solution of the Comintern in June 1943 only accelerated the political *
degeneration of its British section. The CPGB was well down the road
to the "British Road to Socialism". This is how revisionism betrayed
the working class and squandered the excellent national and inter.-
national conditions won in the fight against fascism. Communists today
must study and take to heart the positive and negative lessons of our
recent history.

SOME CONCLUSIONS AND PROPOSITIONS

In the face of social-imperialist 4ggression we propogate the necess -~
1ty of a war of national defence under the leadership of the working
class. This is the clear stand of the RCL Manifesto adopted unanimously
at the Founding Congress. It is the line we have worked consistently to
develop and deepen ever since. 5

The Manifesto states: "In the event of an inter-imperialist war be-

tween the superpowers on West European territory the working class

and people of Europe must fight for tndependence from both super-
powers and must not support either of them. We would be for the
defeat of our own bourgeoiste if it took us into such an inter—
tmpertalist wap, "

Oq the other hand, in the event of a just war of defence against
Russian invasion and occupation, ”,., q successful peoples' war can be

led only By the working class and its Communist Party. The working

elass will constantly have to struggle with the bourgeoisie to win

Leadership of any war of national resistance against a soviet social-

imperialist tnvasion',

In short the working class needs to be fully prepared for either
eventuality,

Given our present leve] of development we can at best only touch on
some of the vital issues posed here. It is a measure of the relative
mmaturity of the communist movement in Britain that we stil] have only
&n inadequate grasp of the facts, the trends, and the theoretical prin-
ciples iqvo]ved. But it is not just a matter that we are acutely aware
of our limitations and Tnexperience. We are equally determined to over-

unconvincingly,

The threat of war is developing under quite complex conditions and
there - really can be no substitute for constant, all-sided concrete
analysis of the changing situation. There is no way of predicting the
exact correlation of class forces at this or that Juncture in the deve-
Tppment of the war - at what point and in‘what way Britain will go to
War - and consequently impossible to predict whether the situation wil]
demand ‘the working class to transform the war into civil war or lead a
United struggle against Russian aggression. But we emphasise the fact

that in either eventuality the working class will wage a revolutionary

. war of national. 1iberation against the superpowers, with or without an

alliance with a section of the British bourgeoisie, and that this will
Tead on to the establiskment of the dictatorship of the proletariat

We can also say with certainty that at present the trends are
positive, favourable - there is indeed a growing international unitea
front against superpower: domination and war. It begins first and fore-
most with the Peoples Republic of China. It encompasses the national
Tiberation movements and the countries of the third world. Yes, of
course, when you analyse the particularity of various third worid
forces, there is uneven development, an uneven contribution to the
anti-imperialist struggle, and so on. But only the most hopeless doc-
trinaire can fail to recognise that taken as a whole the third world is
the main force in.international class struaale, the main force in the
united front. The united front includes the second world, The inter-
imperialist contradictions between the superpowers on the one hand,
especially social-imperialsim, and the Tesser imperialist powers, is
of immense strategic importance. Not least because Europe 1s the focus
of superpower contention, and knows it. The anti-appeasement trend is
gaining.strength, particularly in Britain, France, Belgium and Japan,
And even if this has not yet become the dominant trend in general,
should the working class adopt a passive, defeatist policy, in effect
encouraging appeasement. Or should -the working class launch a political
offensive against appeasement, in defence of independence and world
peace, with the object of ‘securing a powerful ally, an important
reserve in the international fight against the superpowers. If the
second world must be considered a direct reserve, the contradiction

- between US imperialism and social-imperialism should be seen as an in-

direct reserve of our struggle. In a certain sense the US superpower has
already become an indirect ally in the united front, while remaining
@ target of the united front. This ‘too is a measure of US imperialism's
lesperate weakness and accelerating decline.
Should the British working class seize on these positive factors or
not? Should we encourage and exploit these positive factors and harness
them to our own revolutionary and internationalist strategy, We must
answer in the affirmative. .
What do we mean by saying preparations should begin now?
Communists must patiently expose appeasement as a dangerous imperial-
ist policy and expose superpower "detente" as a cover for war prepara-
tions and aggression. We must educate the workers to understand the
vital issues and facts of the turbulent international situation and
propagate solidarity with the Peoples' struggles for independence and
freedom, Our emphasis is on the class struggle, the socialist revolu-
tion and proletarian internationalism, on the necessity for the work-
ing class to lead the struggle against social-imperialist aggression.
At the same time we need to explain that even under the imperialist
ruling class there.is an alternative to the present policy of
capitulation in the face of the Russian offensive and concurrent alli-
ance with US imperialism. There is the possibility of a European alli- |
ance against the superpowers. Britain's relations with the.third world :
are imperialist relations, nevertheless the results of the Lome '
Convention for example, or Britain's support for Democratic Kampuchea
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