
WORKERS' AND.OPPRESSED PEOPLE. OP THE WORLD, UNITII 

"A communist s~ould have largeness of mind 
and he sh~uld be staunch and.active, looking 
upon ti:ie interests of the revolution aa his 
very life and subordinating his personal in­
terests to those of the revolution; always 
and everywhere he should adhere to prin­
~iple and wage a tireless struggle .against 
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vurRA, 0 
Calling the contract "by £ar 

the best agreement negotiated in 
any ma j or inaustry in the last two 
y ears", Miller defends hi s conces­
sions to the mine owners with the 
offer of a wage increase of $2 . 35 
over the ne xt three years and a 
package of wage and fri nge be ne­
fits that i s an increase of 37% 
over the last contract (compared 

issue i n the mines. In 1976, for 
example, there were 141 workers 
killed in mines and 14 , 000 injured. 

HEALTH BENEFI TS CUT 
Instead of insisting on at 

all incorrect ideas and actions so as to consolidate 
!11e collective life of the Party and strengthen the 

i&!J between the Party. and the masses; he should be 
mor~ concerned about the Party and the masses -tb 
about any individual. and more. concerned about othe: 
then ~ut himself. Only thus can he be consider9d' 
a <'omPP>nist." Mao Taetung 
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posed new contract. 

MILLER PROMISES LABOR STABILITY 
But most important is Miller 's 

support for a treacherous "labor 
stability clause" which gives the 
coal operators the authority to 
suspend or fire workers who go out 
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UPHOLD THE 
SHANGHAI 
COMMUNl·OUE 

300,000 WORKERS STRIKE 

MASSES REBEL IN NICARAGUA 
The struggle of the Nicaraguan 

people f o r national independence 
reached a new level last month as 
mass .demonstrations swept the 
country. Tens of thousands 
took to the street to demand the 

t---F- e_b_r _u_a_r_y_ 2_8 __ ma_r_k_s_ t_h_e __ s_i_x_t_h __ ~ ouster of long hated dictator anl 

anniversary of the signing of the puppet of US imperialism, Gen. 
Sh anghai communique between the Anastasio Somoza Debayle . Scores 
us government and the government of cars and businesses burned 
of the People ' s Republic of China throughout t ne capita l city of 
This document was a historic turn· Manag ua as groups of protesters 
ing point in the relations be- blocked firefighters f~om r each­
tween the US and People ' s China. inq the bla zes . Branches of the 
It is also a ' powerful weapon in Citibank of Ne w York and the 
the struggl e agains t superpower Bank of Central America were among 
h egemonism. those buildings razed . National 

Toda y, almost 30 years after guardsmen resorted to teargas in 
the liberation of China in 1949, a futile attempt to break the 
and despite the obligations under· demonstrators ' revolutionary 
taken in t he Shanghai communique , spirit. Most businesses and fac­
the us government still does not tories closed t heir doors i n the 
recognize t he People ' s Republic. most wide spread ant i-government 
Instead it continues to recognize mo vement in this coU]ltry ' s histo -
the p uppet Kuomi ntang regime ry . 
wh ich , with the support of us The catalyst for the unprece-
imperialism, has usurped power on dented mass popular upsurge was 
the island province of Taiwan. t h e assassination Jan . 10 of 
The Shanghai communiq ue pledges Pedro Joaquin Chamorro Cardenal . 
the us governme nt to change this c,amorro was e ditor of Nicaragua ' s 
situation and to normalize rela- only opposition paper and outspo-

, tions with the governme nt of t he ken opponent of the dictatorship 
People·• s Republic. Yet while of Somoza. For years Chamorro 
there have been increased contacts had waged an anti-Somoza campaign . 
between the us and Chinese people He was exi led to Mexico i n 1944 
in the s ix years s ince the com- for h is anti-Somo za activities 
munique was adopted , he"'e has and imprisoned several times since 
bee n no progress ~owards the est- then . In 1956 Chamorro l e d an 
ablishment of diplomatic rela- unsuccessful invas ion force based 
tions . in Costa Rica against the Somoza 

dictatorship. And in 19 74 he was 

THE FAILvRE OF US POLICY TOWARDS 
CHINA 

1nstrumental in fo rming t he Union 
Democratica de Liberacion (UDEL), 
a coalition of anti-Somoza forces. 

For over a generation the US 
pursued a policy of attempting to 
iso ate People's China. This Nearly 40,000 people es-
policy , however , has run counter corted Chamorro ' s coffin through 
to the i.rresis ible trend of his- the streets of ~1anagua shout­
tory and as the prestige and in- rng, "Viva la Libertad ! " antl 
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The widespread rebellions cul­
minated in a general nation wide 
strike aimed at forcing Somoza's 
resignation . On Jan. 23, 300,000 
Nicaraguan workers we nt on strike . 
That same day over 75% of all 
shops , offices, and f actories in 
Nicaragua's ten ma jor cities 
closed down in sympathy with the 
workers strike , bringing the econ­
o my to a virtual standsti ll. 

On J an. 30, 200 wo men protested 
outside the loc al UN office demand­
ing the r esignation of Somoza while 
ten peasant women remained i nside 
t o protest the arrests of their 
husbands and sons in northeast 
Nicarag ua, the site of stepped 
up guerilla activities in the 
countryside over the past two 
years . Later t hat day 200 quards­
me n moved into t h e University of 
Managua sealing off roads and 
using teargas to break up an all 
day demonstration. 

Th e Nicaraguan Development 
I nstitute, Nicaragua' s largest 
business organization , also en­
dorsed t he demand for Somoza ' s 
resigna tion. Even the Nicaraguan 
Roman Catholic hierarchy " gave 
its approval " to the strike. 

The recent popular upsurge re­
f lects a long tradition of strug­
gle by t he Nicaraguan peop·le . 
Over the years they have consis­
ten t ly resis t ed imperialist plun­
der of t heir country. lietween 
1913 and 1924 no l ess than 10 
armed uprisings occurred. Sever­
al major strikes have been waged 
against US corporations , espec ial· 
ly among the organized workers in 
the US owned banana and lumber 
companies. Since 1974, ouerrilla 
activity in the countryside has 
steadily increased, with armed 
struggle occ~rring in the north­
ern mountainous region, strong­
hold of resistance, and site of 
Sandino's base nearly 45 years 

ago. Political opposition f r om 
sectors of the bourgeoisie, lib­
eral parties a n d the Church have 
also steadily risen. 

The current upsurge also re­
flects the broad character of 
Nicaraguan resistance which 
virtually encompasses every sec­
tor of society. In the face of 
t his massive protest, Somoza 
was forced to retreat to his 
seaside estate at Montelimar, 
wi th "crack uni ts of the National 
Guard" now protecting him. He's 
even transforming sugar p lanta­
tions beside his home into an 
airport capable of taking jet 
aircraft ... presumably f or a quick 
"ge taway" if the need arises. 

What is the source of t his 
widespread anti-Somo za rebellion? 

SOMOZA - AGENT OF US IMPERIALI SM 

The Somoza dictatorship was 
created by US imperiali sm in 19 33 
when direct intervention in the 
i n ternal affairs of Nicaragua 
failed. Jince that time t he Somoza 
family's rule has been propped up 
by US imperia l ism. The outcome 
of this cozy relationship is that 
today· US monopoly capital controls 
80% of foreign investments in bas­
ic industries such as food, for­
est products, mining, transporta­
tion, banking and t ourism. And 
as tribute for his unwavering sup­
port of US imperialis m, the Somo­
za fami ly fortune is one of the 
1argest in Central America. By 
19 75, his investments in Nicara­
g ua alone were estimated at $500 
millipn and upward. His family 
property " stretches from the ' na­
tional' a i r and shippinq lines, 
a newspaper and a television sta­
tion, to construction companies, 
banks, farms, mines, a brewe ry, 
a hotel, and even the local Mer-

CONTINUED ON P . 3 
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AFL-c1·0 PROMOT=ES 
CHAUVINIST FILM;>_-:-

The "Price of Peace and Free­
dom" is a chauvinist film cur­
rently being circulated before 
local union halls and other com­
munity audiences. Produced by 
the right wing American Security 
Council Education Foundation in 
coope ratio n with the AFL- CIO, its 
purpose is to promote us imperial­
ist military preparations f o r a 
new world war. · 

In graphic detai l c omplete 
with up-to-date statis tical 
charts, the film records the 
Soviet military buildup in the 
recenc period. The significant 
development of Soviet convention­
al forces, the inc r e asing number 
of long r a nge miss iles and bomb­
ers, the modernization o f naval 
forces and other Soviet military 
advances detail the significance 
of the Soviet threat . 

The message of the film is 
straightforward. Statements by 
Henry Kissinger, Alexander Solzhen­
itsyn, the commander-in-chief of 
NATO, John F. Kennedy and others 
are used to promote the necessity 
for a US military buildup. Local 
TV audiences, church groups, vet­
erans groups, service clubs, fra­
ternal groups, schools, etc., all 

, of which are targets of the film, 
are being encouraged to support 
the buildup of the costly us war 
machine as th~ only genuine deter­
rent to the growing threat of 
Soviet aggression . 

In fact a US military buildup 
is not a deterrent to war but a 
reflection of superpower rivalry 
t.J:iat will inevitably lead to war. 
As long· as imperialism exists 
both superpowers must strive 
for greater and greater s pheres 
of world domination. The film is 
one more sign of the sharpening 
contention between the two super­
powers for worldwide economic and 
political hegemony. The "Price 
of Peace and Freedom" is part of 
the ideological propaganda needed 
to build mass support for imper­
ialist war. 

The Soviet military buildup de­
pzc cca £ii cue z11m uer1n£te.£y ze 
fleets the growing danger of a new 
world war, but not a war between 
capitalist and socialist coun­
tries. 

Tne blatant anti-communism of 
the film is misplaced. _Captialism 
nas been restored in the USSR and 
the Brezhnev clique in power repre· 
sents a new bourgeoisie engaged in 
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t h e brutal explo itation of the Sov­
iet working peopl e and the ruthless 
oppress ion 'o f .n a tions both within 
the USSR and throughout the world. 
The USSR is a social imperialist 
superpower subject, like the US, to 
the Laws of imperialism. it is 
these laws which are ieaaing the 
US and the USSR t o war. The i n evit­
able clash they a re preparing for 
will be a war between predatory · 
i mperialist powers for a red ivi­
s i o n of the world. 

NATIONAL DEFENSE OF HEGEMONISM 

While the Soviet military build­
up depicted i n t he film definitely 
reflects the growing danger of a 
new world war, tne issue for the 
US people is not a matter of nation­
al defense. The ruling monopoly 
capitalist group in each imperialist 
giant seeks giobal s~premacy. We 
definitely need to prepare the mas­
ses of US people for this war, but 
we will not prepare them to die tor 
the global ambitions of us imper­
ialism. 

Stalin once said that men do 
not accumulate swords in order to 
sit on them and neither will the 
two superpowers. Military might 
is an integral part of US global 
hegemonist policies . Between 
1966 and 1976 it exported arms 
valued at 34.9 billion dollars. 
Thus military arms are a source 
of huge profits as well as a 
means by which to dominate the 
customer countries. The US has 
some 400,000 troops stationed in 
foreign lands such as Europe, the 
Philippines, Korea , etc. It has 
turned the territories of these 
countries and others into US mil­
itary bases through military tre­
aties. It is with its military 
machine that US imperialism cre­
ates and maintains the "peaceful 
climate" necessary for extracting 
superprofits worldwide. "Accor­
ding to US offical statistics, in 
1976 it recouped profits, ear­
n ings from patents included, 
d]hUWiC.tiig cu LL I l 0±111.Cit ue c!u1: 
lars from its direct private in­
vestments overseas, the rate of 
profit exceeding 16 per cent. 
Such is the sordid record of how 
US monopoly capital sucks -the 
blood o f the people of the world ." 
(Peking Re view, 145 1977, p.20) 

It is the protection of these 
profits and defense of US i mper-

MINERS STRU_G_GlE -has been collaborating reduced and then cut off complete­
ly i n February, the continual in­
tervention of the state to protect 
strike breakers and keep the mines 
open, and the .traitorous "leader­
ship" of the Ur+J bureaucracy. They 
continue to militantly battle to , 
stop production. For example, re­
fusing to be intimidated by armed 
guards a nd strikebreakers, strik­
ing miners i n Petersburg, Indiana 
lost one of their union brothers 
i n a gun battle early t his month 
at a operating non-union mine.And, 
when one thousand strikers sur­
rounded seven scabs hiding in a 
house near a mine in Oakman, 
Alabama, it took 200 state troop­
ers to free the strikeb reake·rs . 

ON THE OTHER HAND, MILLER 
COLLABORATES WITH CAPITALISTS 

The miners ' struggl e to stop 
production has l aid the basis to 
win concessions from the coal oper­
a tors . Miller has betrayed their 
struggle. 

When the strike began, Miller 
loudly proclaimed he wo uld insist 
on a contract c l a use g uaranteeing 
the l oca l right to strike . He 
quickly dropped that demand and 

with the capitalists 
f or the past four months to f ind 
ways to stop wildcats, raise 
worker productivity and cut pro­
duction costs . 

The major goal of the coal op­
erators in the current contract 
negotiatio ns has been t o strength­
e n their coercive apparat us to a­
chieve " labor stability", stopping 
strikes and absenteeism. All along , 
l-tiller h as collaborated wit h the 
coal companies, which are large ly 
owned by oil, steel and other mon­
opoly i nte rests, h e lping the m to 
protect their profits i n the 
current crisis and to prepare for 
i mperialist war by e nsuring do mes­
tic energy supplies and tight 
con trol over the l abor force . 

MINERS REJECT SELL OUT 

The miners are not buying 
Mill er ' s contract . It doesn't 
meet their basic minimum demands 
for the right to strike and res­
toration of full health and pen­
s ion b e nefits. Miller has already 
found out t hat the Bargaining 
Counc il wo n ' t j ust r ubber s t a mp 
his traitorous work . 
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ialism's right to s uper exploit 
the oppressed nations and peoples 
of the wo rld that is the essense 
of the call to build up the costly 
us war machine. 

ROLE OF TRADE UNION BUREAUCRACY 

The role of the AFL-CIO leader­
ship in promoting and distribu­
ting this film reflects their own 
interest in preserving the US em­
pire. Their whole existence de­
pends on the great power s uper­
exploitat ion of oppress ed nations. 
The trade union bureaucracy has 
been ideologically , politically, 
and materially bribed with a 
crumbs share of the superprofits. 
•ro protect their own priv:j.leges 
they wil l make the working masses 
cannon- fodder for US imperialism. 
History s h ows that the foreign 
policy of the AFL-CIO is class 
collaboration all down the line. 

If we are to lead the working 
class in a revolutionary direc­
tion we must fiercely expose 
every effort by the trade union 
bureaucracy to build support in 
our union locals for imperialism. 
"The proletarian trade union 
movement here must be made uncom­
promisingly anti-imperialist. 
Within ..• all trade unions we 
must win the masses to see that 
the revolutionary movement of the 
proletariat here is nothing with­
out firm support for the libera­
tion struggles of t h e oppressed 
nations against imperialism." 
(THE COMMUNIS7 Vol ·Iv #4, Chavez 
Supports Marcos Reqime" > 

Expioitation of the third world is 
a means by which an i mperialist 
bourgeoisie strengthens its ability 
to suppress the revolutuionary 
struggle o f its own proletariat . 
At the same time, the revolutionary 
struggle against imperialism by the 
oppressed nations intensifies c 
capitalise crisis and creates favor­
able conditions tor the proletarian 
movement. 

OPPOSE APPEASEMENT 

Our propaganda and agitation 
must show that our struggle is 
against the war preparations of 
both superpowers. In exposing 
the efforts of US imperialism to 
build mass support for imperial­
ist war we must be vigilant 
against falling into the trap of 
supporting the appeasement poli­
cies of the liberal reformists 
and zev:ts:tuui.sls•• Po xample, 
we will not oppose the "Price of 
Peace and Freedom" by belittling 
the danger of war and of the So­
viet mi litary buildup. 

Appeasement uses the peoples' 
desires for peace to foster hopes 
of a voiding war. Howe ver, it suc­
ceeds only in mentally and mater­
ially disarming the U~ people. 

Nor are mine workers going to 
be intimidated by Miller ' s threats 
of a Taft Hartley injunction. Un­
der the Taft Hartley Act, the fed­
eral government can seek a court 
injunction in cases of national 
e merge ncy--like coal shortages--to 
try to f orce striking workers 
back i nto the mines for a 80 
day "cooling off period". 

We must be clear that our opposi­
t i on to national defense is not 
on that basis. In particular we 
must oppose the appeasement ef­
forts of the revi sionist Commu­
nist Party's (USA) left center 
coalition in the trade unions, 
(See THE COMMUNIST Vol IV #3) 
which promotes the Soviet doc'--. 
trine of detente. Facts show ,ow-
that the main current of So- , -
viet military policy is arms 
buildup and not detente. Detentee 
is a s mokescreen for imperialist 
war. 

INDEPENDENT COMMUNIST POLICY 

Our policy toward the "Price 
Peace and Freedom" and its line 
national defense i s that we oppose 
any buildup of the US war machine 
because it means the intensifica­
tion of exploitation and oppres­
sion of the US people. "As each 
frenziedly s t rengthens its 
costly war machine, the Soviet 
Union and the US are bound to in­
tensify their oppression and ex­
ploitation of the people at hofflF 
and thus aggravate contradictic 
in their economies and the inter­
nal c0ntradictions between the 
different classes and nationali­
ties."(Peking Review 45, L977 p . 34) 

While we do not belittle the 
danger of war, to promote or f ail 
to struggle against the build up 
the costly us war machine under 
the guise of opposing appeasement 
would be collaboration in the in­
tensification of oppression anc 
exploitation of the US people. 
More than ever we need an inde­
pendent communist policy. We 
must attack all those who would 
oppose the costly war machine be­
cause they are appeasers while at 
the same time opposing any step 
taken to strengthen the US mili­
tary machine . We oppose · US 
troops in Central Europe, mili­
tary research. arms buildup, ba­
ses overseas, and sophisticated 
weapons systems like the Cruise 
missi l e and the B-1 bomber. 

In opposition t o the film 's anti­
communism we must carry out patient 
education to show that it is the 
communist parties of the world, and 
in particular the Communist Party of 
China, that have done the most to 
warn of the danger of a new war, and 
t hat have boldly taken up the task 
of preparing for such a conflict in 
calling tor a unitea front agains t 
superpower hegemonism. In solidar­
ity with the coun trcie and-peop1--e-s 
of the third world , which are the 
main force, and of the second world, 
we must do our utmost to strengthen 
this united front. This will pos t­
pone a new imperialist war. Should 
war break out, o ur job is to turn 
imperialist war into a civil war of 
the US proletariat against us mono­
poly capital . 

Miller masqueraded as a fierce 
militant and supporte r of trade 
union democracy when he ran 
against Tony Boyle in 1972. Af ter 
6 years of f ailing to give leader­
ship to the mine workers ' strug­
gles, .h e now is openly attacking 
t he right to strike, cuttin g 
health and pension benefits, and 
e·ven threatening workers with a 
Taft Hartley inj unc tion. His 
biggest problem now is that h e 
can ' t control the UMW rank and 
file fo r t h e capital ists . His 
actions c l early expose t he class 
interests o f even militant sound­
ing trade union bureaucrats. Mine ­
workers instead need to deve l op 
fighting class conscious leader­
ship for their union. Miller ' s 
outrageous proposal is a s l ap in 
the face of striking miners . And 

they are letting him know wha t 
the y t hink of class traitors like 
h im. There is no way they wi ll 
accept his contract. 
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MINERS AT STEARNS FIGHT FOR UNION 
'.ll:lday in the CX>a1. fields , the decis­

ive factor is tne rising spontaneous 
struggle of the mmers. It is a strug­
gle whose limits have not been reached 
and whose potential is awesare, parti­
cularly to the bourgeoisie which is 
well aware of the consequences of such 
a 11Dverrent at Ws tirre. It stands as 
the decisive obstacle at this point to 
a oct1plete sell-out by Miller on the 
national contract. It has brought 
sharp divisions into al! levels of the 
union, even al!DOg the bureaucrats them­
selves. It has begun to raise new ques­
tions of strategy and tactics, of over­
all cb:iectives, on denBrcating friends 
and enemies, on the S<X:{)e and character 
of various levels of activities to the 
miners in general and particularly 
to the advanced elenents. Because of 
the significance of the coal industry 

and the histo:cy of the miners, all 
these qrestians beoc:rre generalized for 
the whoJ.e of the trade unicn noverrent. 

Cne particular area of the mine-­
~rkers stn.ke gives us sone insight 
into the qualities of this massive 
spontaneous 11Dverrent. In Stearns, Ken­
tocky, 150 miners have been an strike 
no., for over 19 llDllths in their effort 
to gain Ulion reoognition as nerrbers 
of the l.MUI.. In many respects it has 
the qualities, the strengths and weak­
nesses that the IIDveitent as a whole 
nas--qualities Whicn may spell out the 
doom of traitors li.ke Miller and any 
others who will pursue the policy of 
class collaboration. Within it lies 
also the challenge to those who struggle 
for proletarian revolution of wtether 
or not we can rise to the actual leader­
ship of the bitter and detennined stJ;ug-

NICARAG.UA CONTINUED FROM P. 1 

cedes-Benz distribution co." Countries (UPEB) and even went 
J.n sharp contrast to the so far as to personally tell 

gle tnese miners and their families are 
waging and give it a conscious, pJ.anned 
character, or whether our ITDvenent will 
fall to the wayside, like others who 
have called therrselves Muxi.st, crip- . 
pled by amateurishness, by CJRX)rtu­
nism, by narrowness and by passivity. 

· 'lhe struggle in Steams began in the 
19 30' s and 1940' s when the mines were 
first organized by the ll+I. By 1953, 
the sluip in the ooa1 fields was ~readY 
very deep ana t:MI leadershJ..p had been 
passified. l\tJen the miners in Stearns 
went on strike, they were left without 
help by the ll+I and the strike was lost. 
At the sarre tine the unicn was crushed.. 
In its place the oaipany fumed an inde­
pendent oaipany uri.on wtu.ch was to 
rep;esent the interests of the ~rkers. 
'!his kind of situatioo energed again 
and again, particularly in the F.ast 
Kentocky coal fields, and by the early 
!960's, the mioo there had been alllDst 
oct1pletely busted. Without basic Ulioo 
organization, veteran Illlllers had to 
tolerate the vicious exploitation and 

GUARD AGAINST ~OVIET J.NFLUENCE 

wealth these imperialists and the president of ~tandard Fruit 

While US imperialism is cur­
rently the main danger to Nica­
ragua's national indepen.dence and 

G0 -,the main enemy of the Nicaraguan 
people, sharp vigilance towards 
the other superpower, Soviet 
socia'i imperialism, must be, 

their agents have robbed from the about the internal affairs of 
masses stands the poverty of the the UPEB at which he was an 
overwhelming majority of Nicara- observer. 
guans. When Somoza comments that 

"Nicaragua is aligned with the 
West, not a neutral country of 
the third world," he is defying 
the tide of history. These 
sentiments will no longer be 
tolerated by the people of 
Nicaragua. The broad based 
character of the popular upsurge 
reflects the overall desire 

In Managua, where the demon­
strations began, most of the 
people live in temporary shacks 
and tents. 80% of the houses 
lack running water. In the "new 
Managua", rebuilt in the out­
skirts of the city since the 
earthquake in 1972, the rich live 
comfortably in their suburbs pro­
tected by the National Guard. 
While the privileged few shop at 
plush shopping centers stocked 
with US made goods, the majority 
of Nicaraguans suffer literal 
starvation. From a quarter 
to one third of the workforce 
is unemployed. The illiteracy 
rate is over 50%. And proper 
medical care is out o f the ques­
tion for the majority of working 
people. 

The most blatant corruption 
and greed exist - from profiteer­
ing off AID money earmarked for 
earthquake relief in 1972, to 
the recent scandal in Somoza's 
Plasmaferesis Company. Witn 
malnutrition rampant, this compa­
ny takes advantage of the poverty 
of the masses to purchase their 
blood and s end it to Europe and 
the US for profit. Somoza is 
rich because he has literally 
sucked the blood of the Nicara­
guan people . . This filthy 
"business" was burned to the 
ground in recent demonstrations 
as the people e xpressed the ir 
righteous anger at th.i.s blood 
trafficking. 

Militarily, US domination is 
shown in the National Guard(GN). 
Not only was the GN created by 
the us during its occupation from 
the late 1920's to the early 
!930's, but its leaders have 
been trained a t West Point and in 
the Panama Canal Zone (where the 
US conduc t s counter- ins urgency 
t raining). The GN, which is 
personally controlled by the 
Somoza family, has ruthlessly 
suppressed all democratic, patri­
otic movements of the Nicaraguan 
people. 

At the hands of the GN, hun­
dreds o f ~icaraguans ha ve been 
impris one d and tortured as part 
of Somo za ' s s t e ppe d up r epression 
a ga ins t pa t rio t i c f o rces . Si nce 
1974, a virtual state of siege 
has existed, with martial law 
in effect throughout the country. 
During this period countle ss 
Ni caraguans ha ve "disappeared". 

I n the r ecent popular up­
surge wi de s pread b r uta l i t y has 
been report e d in t he National 
Guard' s crackdown on pr o tes t 
demons t rat ors . Ve nezue l a i ntends 
to propose tha t t he Organiza t ion 
of Ame r i can St a t e s investigate 
a lle ge d huma n right vio l a tions . 
Ve ne zue l a has a l s o proposed that 
the c urren t crisis i n Nicaragua 
can onl y be resolve d with t he 
"de pa rture " of Somoza . 

Somoza has not on ly consis­
t ent l y s upporte d US i mperialism 
at the e xpense of t he Nicaraguan 
peoples , but he ' s a l so opposed 
the struggle of t he third world 
to unite to combat s uperpower 
hege monis m. For example , in 19 74 . 
Somoza refused t o participate in 
discuss i on with othe r coffee pro­
ducing countries concerning a 
coffee r e t e n tion p l an aimed at 
forcing coffee pri ces up. On the 
issue of the Panama Canal , he has 
attempted to play the role of 
intermediary, in effect support­
ing US imperialism rather than 
the struggle of the Panamanian 
people to protect their national 
sovereignty . And in March of 
1974 he kept Nicaragua out of 
the Union of Banan~ Exportinq 

of the people of Nicaragua to 
defend their national i ndepend­
ence and state sovereignty. At 
the heart of the rebellion lies 
the irresistible historical 
trend of independence, liberation 
and revolution. 

Clearly Somoza's rule has made 
Nicaragua a bastion of US imper­
ialism and that is the source 
of the rebellion . And equally 
clear is the fact that this 
dictator wouldn't have a leg to 
stand on without the support of 
US imperialism. In the past 
when domestic opposition develop­
ed, the US would routinely send 
marines to "putdown" any i nsur­
rection.· But today the US 
i s increasingly on the defensive 
and unable to maintain its once 
strong grip over its vast hold­
ings. Because i i overextended 
worldwide, the forces of resis­
tance have been able to make 
gains in weakening the hegemonic 
strivings o f this superpower. 

maintained. The Soviet Union 
is stepping up i ts influence 
and activity in Lati America. 
Latin America has long been re­
garded by US imperialism as its 
"backyard". Nevert.'ieless , 
in its arive for world domina-

HISTORY OF U.S. INTERVENTION 
· us imperi alism has histori cal­

ly controlled the economic, poli­
tical, and military life of 
~icaragua. Having absolutely 
no regard for the national 
sovereignty of Nicaragua, the 
US proceeded on a bold course of 
outright control and interfer­
ence in the inte rnal a f fai rs of 
Nica ragua gui ded s ole l y by its 
own hegemonic strivings. 

Beginning in 1851, when the 
California gold rush made clear 
the need for a nearby, cheap 
overland route from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific, Cornelius van~ 
derbilt establishe d a rai lroad 
i n Nicaragua conne cting the Car­
i bbean Se a a nd the Pacific Ocean. 
Strategi cal l y tnis region was to 
become important to US imperial­
ist designs to control any trade 
route linking the Atlantic and 
Pacific. This would serve t o . 
streng the n US hege mony bot h i n 
Ce ntral America as we ll as South 
America. 

Later , i n 190 3 , whe n t he US 
signe d t he cana l treaty with 
Pana ma, it still wanted to mono­
polize any f uture c anal possib­
ili t i es i n the r e gion . (And 
at t his time Nicara gua was · t he 
second choice due t o its narrow 
borders ) . · This l e d t o US inte r­
vention in t he early 1900' s i n 
s upporting t he o ve rthrow of t he 
Ze l a ya government whic h ha d be­
·g un instituting r eforms to de ve l ­
op Nicaragua, including negotia­
t i ng a f uture cana l poss ibil ity 
with t he Japanese . Inte rna l 
strife bet ween t he Conservati ve 
Party, representing the big 
land- owning , cattl e- r a i sing 
class, a nd t he Liberal 
Par ty , representing the arti sans 
a nd the rising i ndustrialists, 
helped set the stage for a 
US s uppor t ed Conservative ins ur­
rection against Zelaya. 

However, after Zelaya was 
overthrown, unrest in icaragua 
did not subside. In 1912, l,700 
US Marines landed in Nicaragua 
to suppress a Liberal uprising 
against Conservative President 
Adoito Diaz. Following the 

withdrawal of the remaining 
troops in 1925, the Marines were 
called back once again in 1926, 
this time to intervene in civil 
war between the Liberals and 
Conservatives and protec t US 
interests. In 1926, Augusto 
Cesar Sandino joi ned .the Liberal 
revolt under the leade rship of 
Jua n Sacasa and was p l a ce d in 
charge of the Northern army. 

Shortly afterwards, Sacasa 
was captured and a peace treaty 
was signed. One of the condi­
tions of the treaty was that the 
Marines would remai n to "keep 
orde r" and that the US wo ul d 
s upervise e lections i n Nicaragua. 
All the Libe ral Army l e aders, 
~ i th t he exception of Sandi no, 
agreed to. this treaty. Sandino 
pledged to continue to fight until 
the US was out of Nicaragua. For 
the next s h e years, the US e n ­
gaged in a major guerr illa war 
f i ghting patriotic forces,led by 
Sa ndi no , i n t he countryside . 

Because o f mili tary losses 
to Sandino ' s forces , combi ne d 
with popular dissen t in both 
Nic aragua and the us, in 1933 the 
us marines were forced t o with­
draw. Sandino naive l y laid down 
his arms , be l ievi ng that Nicara­
gua wa s at long last free of 
foreign r ule . 

But the real ity of t he matter 
was that US p l under and domi na­
t i on of t he coun try was to con­
tinue but now with a Nicaraguan 
facade, thus avoiding the "in­
conve nience" of direct inter­
ve ntion . The tool t he US 
created was the Guardia Nacional 
(GN), a mili t ary police force 
trained and equipped by the US -
a ~ercenary force in essence aim­
ed at s uppressing any voice of 
protest from the Nicaraguan 
peoples. 

The US placed this weapon 
in the hands of Anastasio 
Somoza Garcia(grandfather of 
present ruling Somoza), thus 
ending almost seven years of 
revolutionary struggle, and 
initiating nearly a half cen­
tury of dictatorial rule. 
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hazards of deep coal mining. In the 
197u 's, tn.ever, mining began to pick 
q> in an ,iipreoedented wa'J. At the sane 
tine a nutber of mining conpanies were 
ccnsolidateci. 'lhe Blue Dianond Coal 
ccctpany, which = the mine in Scotia 
where 28 miners lost their lives, bOught 
out the Steams mine. ~rtly after 
this, and nght after the Scotia inci­
dent, the miners in Stearns again 
organized to join the t:MI wlu.ch was 
starting to expand with the boom in in­
dustry. Al though the Ul.icn qualified. as 
the oargairung agent ot the miners mder 
NLRB rules and was accepted by the 
NLRB, the Blue Diam:nd Catpany refused 
recognition. As a result, the miners 
struck. · 

'l'o get an idea of the militancy and 
detemti..nation of the miners, all ooe 
has to cb is to look at "1here they 
picket everyday. It is on a sraal~ 
piece of land that the miners then6elves 
have bought which is on the edge of the 
J.and o.med 'O"j Blue Dianond. en the land, 
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tion, Soviet social imperialism 
has inevitably set its eyes on 
Latin America, a continent rich 
in many respects. Currently it 
is active in the Caribbean, 
which borders on Nicaragua. 

Using Cuba as its base, Soviet 
social imperialism is seeking to 
expand its influence in the area. 
For instance, it has called for 
the "internationalization" of 
the Panama Canal, thus contra­
dicting the just demand of the 
Panamanian government and 
people for complete sovereignty 
over all Panamanian territory, 
including the Canal. As US 
imperialism loses its grip on 
the Latin American countries due 
to the growing strength of the 
third world, Sovie t social imper­
ialism is seeking to slip in, 
under the guise of a "natural 
ally", to replace US imperialism 
as master of these countries . 

Neither superpower,however, 
will be able to stem the revolu­
tionary tide of ·the third world 
for national independence and 
state sovereignty. The demo­
cratic and freedom loving people 
of Nicaragua have staunchly 
taken up the struggle against 
imperialist domination. Together 
with the peoples of the third 
world, they "are valiantly 
playing the role ass i gned to them 
by nistory as the main force in 
the struggle against imperialism, 
colonialism and hegemonism." 

..... 
(Friends in Washington D.C. hav~ 
contributed in the preparat~on of 
these articles.) 

IN NICARAGUA 
Somoza's f irst act to inspire 

confidence was his assassination 
of Sandino on February 24, 1934. 
He then proceeded to carry out 
a reign of terror again~t San­
dino's nationalist supporters, 
virtually eliminating them. 

Wit h the help o f t he Somoza 
reg i ne, Ni car agua soon be came 
"ea sy pi cki ngs " for foreign 
investors. It o f fered the most 
generous_ treatment of foreign 
capital in Central America , 
including unlimited rights to 
remi t profits and capi tal, no 
restri ctions on the purchase of 
f o reign exchange , and absolute 
s ec r ecy regarding i ts operations. 
Tha nks to the "generosi t y" o f 
t he Somo za dictatorsh ip us 
monopoly capital has had a 
virtual free for all over the 
entire Nicaraguan e conomy. 

Over the years Nicaragua has 
a l so played a crucial rol e i n 
s erving a s watc hdog for US 
i mperialist in t erests i n t his 
region. The Somo za dicta t orship 
has been i n strumental i n policing 
and stab i lizing no t on ly Nicara­
gua, but the count~ies of 
Cen tra l America as well . It 
has p r ovide d t he base fo r p r e ­
venting r e vo lution and s uppres­
sing class struggle in t he 
s urroundi ng Central American 
countrie s - from the o ve rthrow 
o f the progressi ve Ar benz govern­
ment in Guate mala - to t he 
inva s ion of Costa Rica i n 1965: 
Somoza e ven lent his own personal 
estat e for CIA training of the 
right-wing Gua t emelan e xiles led 
by Castillo Armas, and a llowed 
US bomber s s upporting t he exi l es 
to take o ff from Nicaragua . 

But t he Somoza dictatorship has­
n't limi t e d its suppor~ of US imp­
erialism to Central America and the 
Cariboean region . Tnis ioyal dic­
cator has gone above and beyond the 
call of duty in offering to send 
troops to tight in Korea 
in 1950, and in Vietnam in 1997 . 
In addition, Somoza provided troops 
for the OAS "Peacekeeping Force " in 
the Dominican Republic after the 
1965 invasion: 
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SHANGHAI COMMUNIQUE 
pr ospect in mind , it affirms 
the ulti~ate objective of the 
withdrawal of all U. S . forces 
and mi l itar y installat ions 

Principles of Peaceful Coexi st­
ence and to t he anti - hegemonist 
principles of the Shanghai commun­
ique? fluence of People's China grew, 

stubborn support ,of the US govern. 
ment for the Chiang Kai-shek 
clique became a measure of its 
own isolation. For the us,this 
policy toward China was a rock 
that it had picked up to drop on 

. its own feet. 
At first the US supported the 

Chiang clique in the hope that 
it would return to the mainland 
one day , carrying with it a re­
storation of imperialist domina­
tion over China. As a result, 
formal diplom~tic recognition was 
accorded the Nuomintang regime, 
US troop s we re ins talled on Tai­
wan province an d in the Taiwan 
straits, and a mutual defens e 
pact was ent ere d into pledging 
·the US t o defend the puppet gov­
ernment from attack. 

These circumstances still 
exist and stand as the main bar­
rier to normal diplomatic rela­
tions with the government o f 
· People's China . Normal diploma-
tic relations canno t be establish­
ed as long ~s the US recognizes 
tne Kuomintang government, main­
tains troops on Taiwan province 
and maintains the Mutual Defense 
Treaty in force. 

US hopes for a return by 
Chiang Kai-shek to the mainland 
were frustrated by US defeat in 
the Korean War. 'l'his was the 
first failure of US efforts to 
isolate the People's Republic. 

As a result, in the middle six­
ties, a number of US •officials 
urged a more realistic policy to­
wards tne People's Republic. This 
was summed up by Vice President 
Humphrey in 1966 wnen he urged 
that US policy be one of "contain­
ment but not necessan.ly isola­
tion." 'l'he corollary of this was 
,a "two China policy"--while the 
US government would seek relation, 
w_ith. the People's Republic, it 
would not forego i ts support for 
the Chi ang clique. (Humphrey's 
point wa s hypocritical- -Chi na had 
no troops outside its borders and 
nothing to contain, whereas 
US troops remained in Korea, were 
mired down in the hundreds of 
thousands in Indochina, were s tat­
i one d on the province of Ta iwan 
a nd so forth! J 

But the US again was outstrip­
ped by the trend of his tor y. As 
Hua ng Hua said o n Ch i na ' s a dmis­
sion to the UN i n' 1971, "Coun­
t r ies want independence, nati ons 
want l i beration and people want 
revo lution -- thi s has b e come t he 
i r resistible trend of his tory." 
Tnis t r e nd r efl ects t he t r e men­
dous upsur ge of third wo r ld coun­
t r ies i n i nternational struggle 
a nd the h i gh tide o f move me n ts 
for na tiona l liber ation and i ndep­
ende nc e . In the f ace of this up­
s urge , us imperialism was exposed 
and de f eated in Vietnam, Latin 
America and e l sewhere. US i n ter­
ference and me ddling on the quest­
ion of Taiwan f o und lic tle s ym­
pathy i n t n is new climate of wor ld 
affairs . 

Witho ut a do ubt t he us govern­
ment is still involved in the 
s e arch for some acceptable f orm 
o f a "two China" policy. Ba sic­
ally, . howe ver, this policy failed 
with the a dmission o f China t o 
t h e UN a nd tne e xpulsion o f t he 
Kuomintan g c l i que . Whi l e US 
i mperial ism t ook t he position 
t hat "it opposes the a dmission of 
t he Peking regime i n to t he UN at 
the e xpense of the expuls i on of 
t he Republi c of Chi na (the Chi ang 
c l i que)", soc i a l ist and othe r 
third world countries l e d the 
fight for China ' s admission . US 
isolation on t he q uestion -

once aga in deepened and t he inter­
nati onal communi ty r e c ogni ze d 
People's China as the sol e legit­
mate repres entative of the Chin­
ese people. 

Nixon's China visit in 1972 
and the Shanghai communique were 
products of this new s i tuation . 
No longer did us imperialism stand 
unchallened, able to lord it over 
vas t regions of the world as well 
as international organizations 
such as the UN. Through its con­
sistent and principled stand with 
the oppressed nations of Asia, 
Africa and Latin America for nat­
i onal liberation, independenc e 
and s o vereignty, People's China 
h ad demonstrated that it stood at 
the f o refront of this struggle . 

THE PRINCIPLES OF THE SHANGHAI 
COMMUNIQUE 

The Shanghai communique is a 
d i plomatic document of ve ry great 
importance for the US people. 
Among other things, it commits 
the US government to the follow­
ing principles: 

- -the Five Principles of 
Peaceful Coexistence ... "coun­
tries, regardless of their 
social systems, should conduct 
their relations on tne prin­
ciples of respect for the sov­
ereignty and territorial integ­
rity of all states, non-aggres· 
sion against other states, nqn· 
interference in the internal 
affairs of other states, equal· 
ity and mutual benefit, and 
peaceful coexi stence." 

--the struggle against hege­
monism in the Asia- Paci f ic 
region ... "neitHer (neither 
party to the communique--TCJ 
should seek hegemony in the 
Asia-Pacific region and each 
is opposed to efforts by any 
other country or group of coun· 
tri e s to establi sh such hege­
mony ." 

-- the str uggl e agains t a i vi d­
ing the world up into spheres 
of influence . .. "Hoth sides are 
of the view that it woul d be 
against the interests o f the 
peoples of the world f o r any 
ma j or country to co l lude with 
anot h e r against othe r coun­
tries , or for major countries 
t o di vide up t he world into 
sphe r e s o f interest .,. 
The Fi ve Pr inciple s o f Peace ful 

· Coexistence are fundamentally in­
consistent with superpower striv­
ing f o r hegemoni sm. Thus t hey 
lay the bas is for a struggle a­
gainst s uperpower e f fo r ts at a g­
gr e ssion , encroac hment, b ul lying 
a nd c on t r o l . The y cal l f o r 
non-aggression and non-interfer­
enc e in the internal a ffairs of 
states, and are therefore f latly 
inconsistent with continued US 
interf erence in the ma tter o f 
Ta iwan province. 

1n fact, i n t he communique , 
t he US agreed tna t Taiwan pro­
vi nce is a part of China , that 
the settlement of the Taiwa n 
q uestion is a matte~ to be settl­
ed by the Chines e people them­
selves, and that the ulti mate ob j ­
ecti ve of the US i s withdrawa l of 
all US f orces and mi litar y ins t al­
l a tions from Taiwa n: 

"The Un i t e d Sta t es acknowle dges 
t hat a ll Chi nese on eithe r s i ce 
of the Taiwan Strait mai n tain 
t here is but one Ch i na and t hat 
Taiwan is a part of China . 
The United States Gove rn~nt 
does no t challenge that pos i ­
t i on. I t rea ff irms its i n ter­
est i n a peacefu l sett le~ent 
of the Taiwa n q uestion by the 
Chinese themselves . With this 

f r om Ta iwan. In the me an time , 
it will p r ogress ively r educe 
i t s f orce s and military i nstal­
l a tions on Taiwan as tne ten­
sion in the a r ea diminishes. " 

For its part, the Chinese side 
emphasized that the matter of Tai­
wan is the obstacle to full dipl o­
matic relations: 

"The Taiwan question is the 
crucial• question obstructing 
the normalization of relations 
between China and the United 
::;tates; the Government of the 
People ' s Republic of China is 
the sole legal government of 
China; Taiwan is a province 
of China which has l ~ng been 
been returned to the mother­
land; the liberation of Tai­
wan is China's internal affair 
in which no other country has 
the right to interfere; anq 
all U.S . forces and military 
installations must be with­
drawn from Taiwan. The Chinese 
Government firmly opposes any 
activities wnich aim at the 
creation .of 'one China, one 
Taiwan', 'one China , two gov­
ernments', 'two Chinas', an 
' independent Taiwan' or advoc­
ate that 'tne status of Taiwan 
remains to be determined.'" 

These joint statements are the 
sound basis for the normalization 
of relations between the US and 
China. Since 197~, significant 
tensi ons in the area caused by the 
the I ndochina War have certainly 
dimi n i shed. Yet the US has take n 
no meaningf ul s teps to remove i ts 
torces and military installations 
on Taiwan nor has it taken any 
other significant steps toward 
normalization of relations. 
Former Senate Majority leader 
Mike Mansfield has summed up the 
polic y of the us go ve rnment t o ­
wards normalization o f relations 
since the Shanghai communi que as 
"a policy o f a voidance ." He 
points out that the barriers to 
normalization lie entire l y with 
Washington and adds: "Wh ile there 
i s no r eason to ass ume t hat the 
final withdrawl of U.S. force s 
wi l l lead to the use of f orce 
aga ins t Tai wan o y t he ma inla nd, 
there is also no r eason t o expect 
Ch i na to f o r mal ly reno unc e i ts 
possible use a ga i nst what it re­
gards as a Chine s e province . In­
deed to do so wo ul a be to cast a 
doubt on the validity of its 
claim t o sovereignty over the 
island." 

A POWERFUL WEAPON IN THE STRUGGLE 
AGAINST HEGEMONISM 

us fai lure to i mpl ement tn~ 
pri ncip l es o f the Sha nghai commun­
ique e xposes the ga p betwee n the 
r eality and the r hetoric o f US 
foreign policy . The US today is 
one of the world ' s t wo mos t tero­
cious international explo iters 
and oppressors. It strives for . 
hegemony i n every part of t he 
globe, i ncluding the Asia- Pacific 
r egion , i t strives t o divide t he 
world into s phe r e s of influe nce 
in Asia a nq elsewhere, ana it 
s t r i ves for a ggress ion , i nter­
t e r ence, bullying and cont rol of 
the i nterna l affairs of other 
countries . All t hese fea t ures 
are inheren t i n its nature a nd 
cannot b e wiped away with the 
stroke of a diplomat ' s pen. 
P r oof eno ugh i s the US govern­
men t ' s con t inue d me ddling in 
Ch i nese i n terna l affairs on the 
matter of Taiwan . 

What t hen is the significance 
pf US commitmen t to the Five 

His torical experi ence teaches 
that common struggle between the 
us people and peoples subject t o 
inter fe r ence and control by us 
imper iali sm, together with the 
forces of the worldwide united 
f ront against superpower h egemon­
ism, can defeat us a ggress i on, 
interference and s t r i ving for con­
trol . US imperialis m's defeat in 
Indochina is an historic example. 

The Shanghai co mmunique is a 
weapon in that common struggle. 
Its principles are i n accord wi th 
the objective trend of world 
history and are in accord with 
the objective interests of the US 
people, the Chinese people and the 
people of the world. On the 
other hand,· it is the striving 
for hegemony, interf erence and 
spheres of influence condemned by 
the Shanghai communi que which 
runs counter to the current o f 
historv. 

The communique is therefore a 
call to take up the struggle 
against superpower hegemonism, and 
particularly against US meddling 
and interference in Chinese inter­
nal affairs and against hegemonism 
in the Asia-Paci f i c region. It 
is a document around which we can 
mobilize' the US peop le together 
with the people of China and of 
the world to force the US govern­
ment to live up t o the pledges it 
made in the communique. 

BUILD THE BROADEST POSSIBLE 
CAMPAIGN TO RECOGNI ZE Pr.:OPLE'S 
CHI NA! 

Whethe r or no t t he Shan gh a i 
communique will be imple me n ted by 
the US government depends on what 
positions US imperi alism is forc­
ed to adopt by the common strug­
gle of the people of all countri es 
aga i nst superpower hegemonism. 
It i s the s uperpowers tha t t o day 
are a f raid of tne s truggles of 
the peoples of the wor l d and not 
the peoples of the world that are 
afraid of t he s uperpowers . 
Whe ther o r not the Sh anghai c om­
mun i que is implemented by the US 
gover nmen t depends particularly 
on t h e consciousness , i ni tiative, 
organi zation and level of struggle 
of t he US people--that is our 
special responsibility . 

We must therefore take up 
boldl y the weapon of t h e Shanghai 
communiq ue i n the struggle aga inst 
s uperpower hegemonism an d j oin in 
buildin g the broadest poss i ble 
campaign t o implement its prin­
ciples. 

::; uc h a campaign can reach very 
wiae sect ors of the US population, 
for t he majority of Americans sup­
port the normalization of US-Chire. 
relations. Trhough public meet­
ings, rallies, de mons t rat i ons and 
t he most vari ed scope of activ­
ities, we must mobilize peop-le t o 
demand recognition of People ' s 
China . 

The normalization campaign of 
US-Ch ina People ' s Fri e ndship 
Association, for example, is 
an important focus of activity 
geared . to cemand recognitio~ of 
Peop l e ' s Chi na now . The Worker s 
Congress (Marxist- Leninist ) whole­
heartedly urges comrades and 
friends t o give this a nd similar 
acti vi t ies t heir ful l s upport. 
In every way our goa l must be to 
unite all who canoe united to 
demand recognition of t he People's 
Republic o f China . 

RECOGNI ZE PEOPLE ' S CHINA! 

* STE ARN s ·STRIKE CONTINU~D FR~)M P. 3 :~~~~:~:~;~Je =~~=:~=t=~te- Miller to ta!lper with the weapon the rrei 

and women in Stearns nave honed to needle­
sharpness--the strike. there is a s rral.l hill, which the miners 

::all Victory Hill wnicn is s urrounded on 
two sides by trenches and sandbags . These 
trenches were filled regularly by the min­
;!rs , particularly i n the first 6 rronths of 
the s trike , when they had to put their nos­
es in tne di.rt for up to 2 hours at a time . 
because of the rifle and machine gun tire 
coming from the guards at the mine ,as well 
as for portection as they fired back. Since 
the start of the strike there has been a 
low level of anred struggle between the 
guards , scabs and the miners . 

lXl Oct. 17, 1977 , the miners made a 
determined effort to stop the scabs from 
being brought into tne mine and the state 
intervened with the state police who arres­
ted and beat over 100 coal miners and rrem- · 
bers of their families . After this anred 
effort to break the strike, the courts in­
tervened and arrested the leaders of the 
strike , f inally sending 11 of them to jail 
for 56 days and placing tnem under an in­
junction wnieh prohibits them from even pi­
cketing. ::;inc:e then , another 30 have been 
·frarred on serious felong Charges . 'Ihe de­
termination of the miners ho.ie·.;er beCa!1e 
steeled rather than crushed. 

Rather than retreat, the ll'iners ha•.ie 

sought to strengthen their o,m organizatio l y needed funds and popularized the strug­
A women' s elm has been organized to unite gle, but also they have been eJ<pOsed to a 
the families, to rreet their basic needs ,and broader unElerstanding of their struggle in 
to participate in the strike. 'lll.e lTliners rel ati on to the rest of the country as well 
have not only stood farm in their o-m as the broad variety of forces that are in 
struggle, but have also reached out to as- or close to the trade union struggle. The 
sist others in struggl e . IDcally, there is Stearns strJ..k.ers are i.npressed with the s 
a plant which makes ll'aterials for canping , port they nave received and pledge that 
etc. called OUto:Jor Ventures . 'Ihe workers once t.'1ey have won their struggle, their lo 
there 1-P-re in a drive to organize a union cal of tne Ut+IA will give even greater si.p­
and-went on strike. At one point, the corr.- port to the struggles of other workers. 
pany brought scabs into the :::,!ant in an e f- 'Ihe UM--JA has recognized the s ignificance 
fort to break the strike. 'Ihe miners heard of the Stearns struggl e , kno,,.oing that i f 
there were scabs in the plant, so 150 of there is a victory at Stearns, i t will open 
them went d::Mn and joined the OUtci:lor Ven- up other parts of the East Kentucky fields . 
ture picket line . Allrost i.mrediately , the Posa result , they have given sare si.pport 
plant manager came out and told the .leader to the miners. UM\' organizers have been as­
of the ,-.crkers that if the miners would l e t signed to the strike and each miner now 
the scabs leave without injury, he \·.Ould gets strike pay of $100 a week. Despite 
s i t do.-m and negotiated and recognize the this level of interest, Ml.ller has only 
new union . 'Ihey agreed . "As a result, be- , visited the area once m the past 19 nonth~ 
cause of the intervention of the Stearns of battle. WhereclS the support of the UM-I 
strikers , the workers obtained union recog- has .been inportant, it has been the deter­
nition, a good contract and learned th.mugh mination and courage of the miners and 
their a,.m experience the effect of ·lorking their families which has been decisive. It 
class ,mity. is their conrnitlren to the struggle that 

Pos the strike has continued, miners have has sustained them and theic comni · nt to 
started to travel t.o other cities to publi- struggle wluch will eventual 
cize t.>i.eir s t.ruggle. '!hey have gone to Bos- conflict with the efforts o ounks 

'Ihe struggle in Stearns .has enorrrous 
strengths but it is still part of the spon­
taneous trade muon struggle. It is not a 
conscious part of the struggle of the work­
ing class for state pc,.ver . To the degree 
that it is not l ed by class conscious lead­
ers , it will finally waiver , it will get 
caught in traps , it will becone isolated, it 
will be misled. In tne coal fields toaa, 
these miners stand at the nead of the · 
struggle in many respects, and they will 
cause enormous difficulty for traitors witr 
in the ranks of tne lM'1. 'Ihey serve no,,.o anc 
will contin1.E to serve as an inspiration tc 
others as the struggle for a contract in­
tensi f i es . N:> one should underestimate the 
capacity of the Stearns strikers to strug­
gle and to sacrifice in the struggle for 
their union . 'l'hey nave proven it witn their 
lives . We mu.st sqiport their moverrent 
through tangible acts of class solidarity. 
We must generalize and extoll its strengthE 
We must work to make our contribution to it 
with a scientific analysis and in this 
light not belittle our own tasks to divert 
thls r.overrent from the path of militant 
trade unionism to the poli t.J.cal struggle 
of the proletariat ~or state , er. 
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