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FOREWORD

The first document reproduced below, The
Situation and the Workers! Tasks, is a resolution
adopted by the national conference of the Inter-
nationalist Workers Party (Partl Ouvrier Interna-
tionaliste). This conference was held on Septem-
ber 15, 1941, somewhere in Western Burope, with
representatives of both zones of France. Parts
of this document are published in the March issue
of Fourth International. We give here the complete
text. ’

The second document is an amendment to the
previous resolution, presented by the regional
comnittee of the unoccupied zone and proposing a
new formulation for Paragraph 15 of the resolu-
tion, which deals with the attitude toward the
Gaullist movement.

The last document, "On the Slogan of 'Nation-
a2l Convention'!, is a part of a longer documen ,

galIIsm and Stalinism, published in the March
ssue of Four ntornational, with the exception

of the part given here.




THE SITUATION AND THE WORKERS!'! TACKS

(Resolution adopted by the National Conference of the Internation-
allst Workers Party, September 15, 1941.)

1. The imperialist war which began in September, 1939 1s ap-
proaching i1ts culminating phase, practically the whole world is at
ware -

2. This war is fundamentally an imperialist struggle for a
new distribution of raw materials and markets, for the conquest of
new fields for expansion of financé capitalism. It is not giving
birth to a new progressive society - a "New Order" - as the fas-
cists and certain naive or oynical petty-bourgeois politicians
would have us believe. Nor is it a war for the victory of democra-
cy. (Pertinax himself denounces the Gaullist plan for a restoration
of the monarchy.) It is still much less a war for the defense of
socialism. Anglo-Saxon imperialism is trying to make use of the
USSR nerely as a war machine against Hitler.

3¢ Since 1917 the imperialisms have continually wavered be-
tween two policies: The clash of two blocs fighting for a new
division of the world and the pro-impérialist coalition against
the working olass and against the USSR, Not only is there a strug-
gle among the imperiallsms, but there is also a basic conflict
between imperialism and the economic, military and revolutionary
forces of the orkers State, and through the latter, the forces of
the international proletariat. In this conflict ﬂ.i the workers
of the world are with the Soviet people and cooperate with them.
With their class methods, they take part in the struggle against
the forces of reaction in order to convert it into the first of the
coming strupgles for soclalist revolution. The USSR c¢an count on
“them alone, Its imperialist "allies" will try to reach a comprc-
mise with their rivals at the expense of the USSR and the orpressed
as soon as the situation becomes directly menacing. In the present
situation of the crisis of capitalism, such a compromise would
only give grounds for a new and fiercer conflagration among the
imperialisms.

4. Hitler signifies a Europe directed, colonized and crushed
under the military boot for the benefit of German finance capital.
Anglo-Saxon "liberation", as defined by the Roosevel:-Churechlli
Eight Points, signifieés open military domination of the vietors fer
the benefit of Wall Street, and the abandornment of the Wilisonian
formulas of peace and humenity. For the proletarlans.of al} Coun-
tries, therefore, the task 1s to prepare the piroletarian socialist
revolution through the military crisis. They must iake up whatever
political or economic struggle leads toward this objectlve, no
matter what may be the immediate political consequences, Hovever,
this struggle takes on different forms in different countries,
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In the so-called "democratic" camp, the struggle for the rev-
olution has as its mainspring the conguest of power by the working
class, in order to take over and transform the war into a truly
anti-fascist one.

In Hitler's camp the necessarily more primitive struggle of
the workers chained by fascism (sabctage, strikes) is tied up with
sconomic and polltical demarnds. In the oppressed and occupied
couatries all direct, anti-fascist struggle (sabotage, etc.) must
be directed toward an economic mass struggle.

5. By straining the forces of both camps the imperla ist war
increasingly threstana thelr internal equilibfium, and throws
thelr milltary, pclitical and economic machines out of gear.
(irisis of ths Axis, of German economy, symptomatic character of
the Hess affair, on ore hand; on the other, the continual wavering
of the democracies betwesn a policy of concession to the different
classes and an.ultra-authoritarian bureaucratic policy.)

6+ Inevitatly the social problems tend to take first place in
the progress of the war 1tself. The German crisis and the Russian
cempeign has glven biprth to the gusrrilla war in the Balkans. The
orerations in the Near Easi (Irak, Syria and Iran) poses, in all
‘1ts grevity, the problem of the liberation of the Arab peoples,
From India to Chirae a gigantic uprising of colonial peoples is in
rreparavion. Finelly, the demsnds of the proietariat in the demo-
cravle countries, the movements of large pcpular masses against
il sery and famine, a proletarian re-swekening in the USSR, all
these sre signs of a new world-wide revolutionary wave.

7. The imperialist war has once and for all discredited the
SeconC Internatioral. The German-Russian conflict can onliy end
vith the ligqidation of the Stal inrist bureaucracy and ths Third
Intorrational. - In the face of a nsw worid-wide wave of revolution
the *ime has come for the international revoluticnary vanguard te
put an end to the period of tiny circles of discussion and propa-
ganda, and to translate into reality the activity of the Fourch
International. . ,

8. France is the cross-road of all the imperialist rivalricsa
Ths Vichy government is a miserable clique whose existence is due
only to the balance of exlsting forces; a balance between the two
imperlalist blocs; a ralance between the rival clans of French
imperialism (speculative capital versus industrial capital); a bal-
snce tetween the classes momentarily incapable of pmomoting their
historic solutions (fascism or socialism). Springing from tn's
extremely frail balance, without social or economic base, the Vichy
go7ermment leads an existence made up -of perpetual wavering and
impotence. ' ' S '

9. The only real basis for Vichy is the French Empire. Vichy
trlies by every means to preserve it in the face of its rivel im-
perialisms, as well as against the demands of the colonial populz-
tions. But the extreme weakness of Vichy makes the dislocatiun cof
this empire inevitable, The present period is favorable to the
development of movements for national liberation in the colonies.
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"Liberation of the colonies from the yoke of “rench imperialism”
is one of the essential slogans of a revolutionary party in Prance.

10. The requirements of the German army leave no room for an’
serious perspective for restoration of Trench economy, Increased
unemployment, lovering of the stsndards of 1living of the masses,
low salaries, price rises, hunger, these will be the essential
characteristics of the months to come, The antagonism between the
working class on the one hand, and the owning classes, state and
invader on the other, can only become more acute, The only possi-
ble economic improvement is that which is based upon a socialist
solution (workers' control, nationalization). Any other solution
can only end in the strngthening of the German grip on ®™rench econ-

omy.

11, The Vichy government is incapable of securing for itself
a basis in the infuriated petty-bourgeoisie and can organize noth-
ing more than a police-and-priest ridden caricature of & totalitar-
ian state. All its bureaucratic and reactionary edifice is under-
mined from within by the contradict ions inherent in the political
and the economic situation, Political 1ife continually spreads
out beyond the limitations which Vichy would impose upon it,

12, The most immediate expression of popular discontent is
the movement of national resistance to oppression., This is the
first spontaneous petty-bourgeois expression of the rising revolue
tionary tide. To the extent that French economic dependence and
German internsl difficulties will draw Ferlin and Vichy together,
popular nationel sentiment will turn the masses more and more vio-
lently against Vichy, A

13. The developrment in a proletarian and anti-capitalist di-
rection of the popular movement of hostility to Hitlerism is the
necessary comiition for a fraternization with the soldiers and
vorkers of Germany, The Party does not forget that without the
collaboration of German workers and soldiers no revolution would
be possible in Europe. Thus, fraternization remains one of our
essential tasks. Any act which widens the breach between German
and Turopean proletarians is directly counter-revolutionary.

14, A single liberation party, contrary to the claims of
British propaganda, cannct exist; for no program of the party in
rower is possible which would be acceptable to all Frenchmen with-
out distinction as to class, The London proeram is even less ‘
acceptable to the masses with its call for the restoration of 1ib-
eral capitalism and guardianship over the peoples of EFurope.

Only the Socialist United States of Rurope and of the world
can achieve a real upsurge of prqductive forces and provide a solu-
tion to national and democratic provlems., (The right to express
oneself in one's own language, to develop one's owvn culture, the
right to self-administration, the right of assembly in political
federations, freettom of the press, freedom of labor, etc.)

15, The shepelss Gaullism of the masses remains, nevertheless,
the most important political phemomenon of this perlod, In real-
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ity there are as many forms of Gaullism as there are social class-
@s. The owning classes will always be ready to abandon the natio=-
al struggle es soon a3 the imperialist oppressor offers them
c.mmbs from hie proflis, or as scon as the working class will take
D class actian {(Letrayel of the strikes in the North by the Gaul-
irct foremen)®¥ On the other hand, the Gaullism of the workers,
The pecsants and the petty mourgeoisie represent something funda-
nentally nealtly. It represents & readiness to fight to liberate
“lie country frcm the Hitler Yoke and to reestablish democratic
Tiozrties and soecial geing. Our party is preparad to fight shoul-
Cer to shoulder with this movemant, It gives its suprort to any
Yopuler Gaulist movement which is trying to establish a broad
front “for liberty. .It will te in the forefront of such & movement
in apite of the confucion and dangers irherent in such a movement.
Ths evolutionaxry balruy, of course, maintains its full liberty to
criticize and its tr22%0om oT action in orider to direct the evolu~
tion of the massss tovwaris the socialist solution. The party is
opposed to any attempts to prt this movement in the hands of lead-
er3 revived from the Popula» Front, and strupgrles instead for a
nass orgaiization in the factory, the home, district or village in
foras appropriate to the situation and circumstances: This mov e-
ment can ead in g serious'politicaltre-groupment only to the extent
that the actions undertaken pPrepare for the organic re-groupment
of the working olass and give it rolitical cohesion.

16. Thanks to its apparatus and its numerous military cadres,
.the Communi st Party remains the principal rellying point of the
working class. Yet its poiicy has the permanent aim of turning the
‘masczes away from the true revolutionary path. fter the Popular
Front and the sabotaging of the 1936 strike movement, after its
defeatism in tkue war in 1939, after the collaboration with the oc-
curyirg authorities in 1940, it is .now trying to hurl the masses
into the hopeless adventure of terrorism in order, to save the Stal-
inist bmreaucracy and its privileges at the very cdge of the abyss, -
The insipient revolutionary movement can triumph only under the
leedership of e truly proletarian revolutionary Marxist-Leninist
party. The first step in the renewal of the workers' movement has
brought about the beginning of an organizational regroupment of
tne vaiguard. The decisive social and military events in Europe
ara the USSR will bring about the regroupment of the broad masses
und er the leadership of the revolutionary party.

17. The military debacle, the economic crisis, the territorial
division of the country, and the ‘collapse of the traditional work-:
ing-olass organizations had disrupted the ranks of the working
class and shattered its organizational and ideological cohesion.

The impotence of the French bourpgeoisié and its inebility to create
a totaiitarian state has allowed the working class to again realize -
elthough dimly - its historicel mission, ./e perceive among the

----------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

*This is an allusion to the éoal;minere'-strikes which took
Place in the Departement du Nord (oécupied zone) at the end
of May, 1941, Thése strikes embraced over 70,000 workers
and, in spite of the ferocious blows directed against them,
lasted three weeks, -- Ed, A : -
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magses at the present moment a profound current toward "political-
ization," toward radical and revolutionary solutions. .

The first task of the revolutionists is to restore to the
working oclass its elementary cohesion: to recreate its organic
unity on the basis of a political consciousness of its goals as a
class. FLvery legal means of regroupment must be utilized (e.g.
unions of corporations in partiocular), to ormanize groups for in-
dependent working class action (people's committees, united front
groups, groups of workers unaffiliated to any party.). The aim is,
abgve all, to recreate working class cohesion by action and for
action,

18, To lead such action effectively it is necesgsary to con-
cretize a program which connects the problems of the masses at

“this moment with the fundamentel socialist demands (workers' con-

trol, workers' councils, the arming of the reople, the Socislist

United States of Europe).

The most urgent task at the present time is to adapt to the
present period the transitional program of the Fourth Internation-

al,

19.'When decieivevfiasures‘in the structure of imperielism

- make thelir apfearance, the popular masses long oppressed by fas-

olsm and reaction will break into the political arena with irre-
sBistible violence, with the power and confusion of an elementary
force., This movement can definitively triumph only if it is led
by the proletariat as a olass, oonscious of its historical ends:
it can achieve definitive victory only om the international scale.

£0, The eruption of the masses will be as sudden as it is
brutal. The role of the party as an agency of clarification and
organization necessary for wiotory will be more than ever decisive:
8) .even now by pressing the mctivity of the party amidst the mass-
es; b) by effecting the regroupment of all the healthy revolution-
ary elements of the working olass vanguard into a sizeable section
of the International., . .
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AVENDMENT PRESENTED
BY THE REGIONAL COMUITTEE OF THE UNOGCUPTED ZONE
T0 THE RESOLUTION OF THE NATIONAL CONPERENGE
"IHE SITUATION AND THE WORKERS TASKS,"

15, The shapeless nationalism of the magges, which leads
them to hope for an English victory, remains, nevertheless, the
most important political phenomenon of this period. 1In reality
this tendancy has as many forms as there are social classes. The
owning classes will always be ready to-ahandon the national strug-
glie a8 soon as'the imperialist oppressoy offers them crumbs from
his profits, or as soon as the workers will take up a class ac-
tion (betrayal of the strikes in the North by the Gawllist fore-
men), On the other hand, this nationalism of the workers and
Peasants represents something fundamentally healthy., It repre-~
sents a readiness to fight to liberate the country from the Hitler
Yoke, and to re-establish democratic liberties and social geins,
Our party does not fear to conclude tacticsl agreements of great-
er or lesser duration with any popular Gaullist movement, Any )
collaboration with such organigations must have as & counter- "
weight a vast ideological work, and it is here that the vanguard
must prove its politicsl maturity. Our activity must in the end ‘.
tend to break up Gaullism and to liguidate it as a current in the

working masses,

We are in the forefront of any broad movement for liberty in
spite of the confusion and dangers inherent in such a movement,
The revolutionary party, of course, maintains its full liberty to
criticize and its freedom of action in order to direct the ovolue
tion of the masses towards the socialist solution. The party is
opposed to any attempts to put this movement.in the hands of
leaders revived from the Popular Front, and struggles instead for:
8 mass organization in the factory, the home, district or village,
in forms appropriate to the situation and circumstances, This
movement can end in a serious political re-groupment only to the
extent that the actions undertaken prepare for the organic re-
groupment of the working class and give it political cohesion. To .-
this end we oppose the Stalinist 8logan of a "National Front" by
the slogan of & "Socialist Front for Liberty," intending thus to
indicate that the proletariat must be at the head of the movement, v
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ON THE SLOGAN OF "NATIONAL CONVENTION"

"All the fundamental demands of the democrstic platform arec
realisable in the period of imperialism only partially, in a muti-
lated form and as rare exceptions, But in no way does 4t follow
from this that the social-dcmocracy renounces the immediate and
resolute struggle for all its demands., While broadening and stime
ulating the struggle for each democratic demand we must transform
it into a direct attack by the proletariat on the bourgeoisie,.”
Twenty-five years later thore is not much to add to this general
formula of Lenin, It is quite true that in the presont epoch,
even after the military defcat by Nazism, there is no place for a
lasting demoeratic stage. But it is none the less olear that the
proletariat cannot abstain from the strugzle for the right of
assembly, freedom of the press, frcedom to organize, right to
strike, ete, Thc degree of frcedom won by the workers will depend
in the last analyeis on thec relation of forces betwecn proletariat
and bourgeoisie., Yet even supposing that the revolutionary explo~
8ion will be so0 powerful as to leave no gpace for the democratic
stage beforc the seizure of power, the road which leads to this
last phasc nevertheless pesscw by neocessity through democratic
demands, Let us never logg 8ight of the fact that control of
production, thc most important of the transitional measures, is
also a democratie conquost, 1In splte of its purely working class
character 'it still does not break through the framo of formel
democracy at the moment of its birth, It is in the course of its
development that it bursts these bownds snd reveals the sole is-
sue to be that of the seizure of bower, "guberdinating in this
manner tho struggle for all the democratic demands, which the re-~
public oomprises, to the revolutionary struggle for the overthrow
of the bowrgeoisie," (Lenin,)

 Now what place shall be assigned in thée list of demoocratic
‘demands to the slogan ofg"National Convention," electcd by all
Frenchmen and women over eighteen? : :

. And in the first placc what could be the nature of thig
National Convention?

In the abstract, three explanations cen be presented:

l. This Convention could be the reprcsentation of the dio-
tetorship of the proletariat and would then rlay the role of a
Central Council of Workers and Peasants. The difference is purely
terminological, : ‘

2, It could be the parliamentafy representation of a demo~
cratic bourgeoisie, termed "Convention" to gain popular favor,

8. The third variant is provided by the Parisian version:™

O
................................................................................................................... I . .

*This is an allusion to & document of the Paris group, which,
unfortunately, we arc not able to present to our resders.-~ E4,
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"The people of France desire an energetic, popular and révolu-
tionary government, The hour calls for measures of public safety.
Prance must have a government possessing the somber energy of
Robespierre and Saint-Just, A committee of Public Safety is nec-
essary, seleeted from the ranks of a National Comvention elected
by a&ll French men and women over eighteen, the deputies being
constantly subject to recall by their constituents,  the entire
acsaembly being organized into wrking committees, collectively
directing each one of thé ministerial departments.," The quota-
tion is long, the thought is not very clear, It is & quesiion
apparently of a representat ion which is simultansously a govern-
ment ("committees directing the ministers") and which is neither
the dictatorship of the proletariat nor bourgeois democracy. The
new type of "democracy" re-appears. _ ' :

There are then theoretically three variants, Practically
there is only one: The Nationsl Convention will be & euphemistic
and demtugogic term for the bourgeois parliament of the Fourth
kepublic - or it will not exist. The proletariat will have no
‘need of this historicel travesty to safeguard its power (which
moreover is not the product of the electoral will of all French-
men without distinction of class), and a Committee of Public
Safety which is a revolutionary government full of somber energy
without being a Workers' Government, - that is somber counfusion,

"Pinance capital, in the course of its expansion, has eor-
rupted and will continue 'freely' to corrupt the free democratic
and republican government and the clected functionaries of any
country whatever, even independent ones," wrote Lenin in the -
article from which we quoted above and from which we will quote

We are well aware that the Parisian comrades know this text
and that they are capable of supplying dozens of quotations to
the samc effect. Their formule is no proof that they are ignor-
ant of the ABC's of Communism; rather it is the result of an
impatient attitude, - which had alrcady been overcome, we thought -
in which one wishes to become a decisive factor through an equiv-
ocal policy, through langusge full of "guile", concceling its
purpose, through ever seeking a miracle that will place the van-
guerd by means of verbal sleight-of-kand at thc head of the mass
movement,

We have yet to analyze the "Marxist" defense of the slogan
of "National Convention," While admitting that what is involved
is a more attractive term for Constituent Assembly, the convention
is defended in the Parisian document as the end result of a pro-
gram with concrete content, . : .

The defenders of the National Convention sdd: If a person
is for democratic demands, he cannot exclude from our propaganda
their culmination, namely the National Comvention freely elected,
etc., etc. . .

~9=
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This reasoning is false and does not contain an atom of dia-
lectics, "Complete democracy", that is, real democracy - oproscl
to the formal bourgeois demooracy - finds™ the culmination of
s:omocratic demands even beforc the seizure of power in Workers'®
sjouncils (at least In & country where the bourgeols progrcssive
a2clonal movement has long since come to an end), and not in a
donstituent Assembly. The latter, seen already in Prance, after
naving "democratically" liquidated the Commune, voted a republican
constitution with a royalist and bonapartist majority.

That is why onc would search in vain for this slogan in the

political line traced by the Congress of the Fourth International
or the gbups and partics atruggling in the fascist countries.
There a constituent assembly is referrod to exclusively with rela-
tion to colonial countries, where the essentially democratic’
phase has not been passed through. But Prance, even invaded, con-
quercd, is not a colonial country and any parallel with China,

for example, limps on both logs.

Does that mean that we oxcludc in advance the possibility of
a democratic stage after the collapse of fascism? Not at all.
We hope that a new period of democratic illusions will be avoilded;
but we are well aware that the historical proccss does not always
‘take into account "historical neccssity." Around "democracy" will
be found arrsnged all the forces of sociel reaction the day that
fascism falls under the blows of the revolutionary movement, We
are sc little ultra~left, that we even concede our trying to util-
ize the slogan of "National Comvention," should it be launched
some day by the bourgeoisie in their effort to deeeive the masses.
Whaet we do not volunbarily ooncede is that our present task con-
gists in oreating propaganda that veils the class content of &
concretc slogan, instecd of explaining to the masses where to
look for their class interests in each manifestation of bourgeois
politics, even when this manifestation appears in national or in-
deed revolutionary guise. The Prench bourgcoisiec is inured to
every form of opportunism and every recantation, There is but
one role that it cannot possibly play today: to become ancw a
progressive force,

Let us be certain of this: should the bourgeoisic one day
begin to speak a la Saint-Just, that will be only the better to
strangle the people a 1a Thiers. And if it should prctend to act
& 1a Robespierre, that will be only the better to wield the guile-
lotine,

Is it one of our tasks - to please some petty-bourgeois al-
lies - to facilitate this sinister gamc of political hypocrisy by
certifying the revolutionary disguise of the counter-revolutionary
democracy?

We do not think so. The tasks of the moment demand less
broad-mindcdness - among other things, the constant struggle
against the revival of democratic illusions,

We arc passing through a stage of preparation, in which the

-10=



movement of the masses, still embryonic, evolves spontaneously,
with recoils and inevitable dofeats. We can reach, for the moment,
only & limited number of advanced workers., But the Marxist nu-
cleus, the party, will not bec forged without a program of precise
~and firm principles, which will become, through the experience

of struggle, the political consciousness 0f over I&TZETr PTrolct-
arian strata. This formation of revolutionary consciousness is
impossible unless we eombat without the least compromise all
bourgeois and pettybourgeois ideologies.

If we scek an example for our tactiec to follow, let us be
inspired by the Leninist tactic agninst pacifism, PFor two and a
half ycars the Bolsheviks had dconounced pacifism under all its
forms and fought ngainst the slogan of peace., Then in 1917 they
made the revolution under the banner of "peace and land." The
desire for peacc was from the first day of the wor most legiti-
mate and to thc highest dogree justificd., But the Bolshcviks
utilized it only whcn it pcermitted theom to oricnt the masses
toward the socialist revolution. ,

- . - The last obJection, finally, against our rejection of the
National Convention, results from a misunderstood terminology:
"You are against the right of scdlf-dectermination of peoples if
you do not acccpt a Constituent Assembly.™ "The right of free
determination of nations significs exclusively the right to inde~

‘pondcnce in a political sénse, the right to politicsal separation
from the country which exercises the oppression.,"” Exclusively,
said Lenin, - : - L L

: Still another argument., You wish then to léap over stages
of political e¢volution? Without losing ourselves in sterile’
quibblings wc mercly rcspond: all that we wish is not fto leap
over the present stage, which with the growth of Stalinist influ-

ence 8till Torcea us To swim against the current. .

November, 1941,
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