endment b, o :
%J;:‘rzxéhtion. Y CONSTITUTION OF TE® WORKERS P
{May be original o ARTY
ngnstitu'l{ion?)

- The name of the orzanization shall be the Workers Party of the United
States (hereinafter referred to as "the Party%.)

Article IT PURPOSZE

The purpose of the Party is set forth in ite program as embodied in resdlu~
tions and declarations of Hational Convontions: its purposc shall be to
educate and organize the working class for the abolition of capitelism and the
- establishment ‘of & Worke. s Government to achieve socialism.

Articlo III INTERIATIONAL AFFILTATION

Tho party is affiliated with no other group, party, or organization in the

United States or elsewhcre. It scoks to esteblish fratarnal relations with

groups and parties in other countries, and, if they stand on the same funda-

montal progrem os its own, %o cooperate with then in the claboration of a

complete world program and the speecdiest possible establishment of the new

- revolutionary International, the Fourth international. Action on any such
stop must boe submitted to & National Convention of thoe Party.

Article IV MWFERSEIP

gection 1. Every porson who accepts tho program of tho Party and abides by
the decisions and engages actively in its work shall be eligible to member-

- section 2. Every nember (excopt as otherwise specifically determined in in-
dividual cases by the Mational Committee) rmst belong to a duly constituted
Branch of the Party in the city where he resides, if such a Branch oxists.
-4In territories vhero no :Bra.nch oxists, applicants shall be admitted as mem-
bers-at-lare,e . :

se’ction 3. All applicants for membership shall be recommonded by two persons
who have becr mcmbers for not less then four months. Action by the Party
Branch on applications for mcmbership shall take place in tho absenco of the
agplicant .

Soction 4. Applications for membership shall be acted upon by the local
brench and the local Exc 3ive Committeo (Articlo v Section 3) concerned, in
accordance with tho general procedures laid down by the Notional Committee,
and subject to review by higher units of the Party. JApplications for member-
ship-ct-larso- shall be acted upon oy tho Nztional Committee, or by such com-
mittoo as it desiznates..

goction 5. A member desiring to transfer membership from one locality to -
another must apply to his Branch for permission, and receive a transfer, vhich
is to be doposited with the Branch of the locality to which the momber moves,
but final permission can only be given by the National Cosmiittee or the body
it designatcs.. If no Branch exists in the locelity, tho membar shall be a
momber-at-—large. :
| I



goction 64 All new nombors shall bo on prodation for a period of two months.
puring this tine they shnll have.all the privileges and obligations of nore
bership except that they shall not have the right to vote or the right to hold
ofﬁco on the Branch Exocutive Cormittes or a.ny higher body.

Section 7. The National Corr gttee is erpovercd to accept groups or orge nizations
of individuals, eligible under Section of IV of this Article, as members in
~ bloc, and to assign them to the proper branches.

_Article ¥ UNITS OF oqemx';mron_

goction 1. The basic unit of the Party shall be the Branch. 4 Branch shal)
oonsist of not less than 5 nor nore thon 30 members. When & Branch achieves
& mombership of 30, it shall be divided into two 3Brauches; axceptiom nay bYe
mads only ty permission of the yational Commdttee.

f,Sect,ion 2. Wherever more than two anchea. exist in the same 1ocalitx ag
determined by tho National Committes, o locol Executive Committee shall be
-formed by elections at a locel convention. there only tw Branches exist

‘in a Jocality, the lacal Convention shall be a qunt nmombership moeting called
for this purposo.

goction 3. ﬁ'hore ¢ local Exceutive Committoc is clected, the Convention

. 'shall be tho highgst body of ths Party in the given locality. Brenecues in
“that locality shall derive thoir power or limitations of power frem the lacal

-Gonpvantion and betwoen conventions from the Local Commjttee oxceyt in the

Sapo ;t b:slectm of aatioml coavent 1on delegates which ehall taks placa on a

Brang is.

drticle VI. ADMINISTRATION

. geation 1. The highest governing body of the Panty is the National Convonmtion.
CIte deciaj,ons shall be binding upon the entire menmbership.

v aoc‘tien 2. 3Briweea Nmiaml Conventions, the gethority of the Conwention,
wmbject to the decisiona vf the Convention itself, is vested in the Netional

~ Copnitbee electod by the Conveptiens . ,
 gection 3. Tho National Comnittee shall be «mpmoc.a.s follows:
Par.l. There shall e mnhera. elegted by the ¥ational), Convention..

Par.3. The National Convention sha¥l alse elect Altermates,
. to f411 wocancies in the Notional Committee in tho order
~docided upon dy the eanventiora. .

Par.3. Henhers of the muonal Comrittes moy he removed from

. tho Camittee and/er expelled from the Party only bty wote
of the National) Convention. Members of the Nationel
Gommitioe ray, however, be suspended fron the National
Cornittoes and/ or nembership, for cause, pending final
decision of the National Qonvention, ty votg of two-thirds
of the nsmberghip of the National Copmittee. - ,

Section 4. The Nationnl Cezmitteg directs all the woyk of the Party, dgclides
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all questions of podicy in accordance with the decisions of the Convention,
appoints a National Secretary, and all other subordinmntae vfficers and sub-
cormittees, and, in genorol, constitutes between Convontions the highest

functioning outhority of thoe party. !ho Nation~l Comalttee shall neot
poriodically. ' '

Soction 5. The zrational Connittee sha.ll olect a Political Comrittee from
among its nembers which shall function for the Nationnl comittoe betweon
nootings of the Nationa.l com.zitteec

Section 6. The local governing 'body of the party sho.ll be the I.ocal nxacutive
Comnmittee, or where only one branch exists, the Branch Executive Comnittoe.

Section 7. Tho Branch Exécutive Cormittee shall be elected and is
ronovable by a special nmenbership meeting of the Branch called for that purpose

. and is subordinate to the Branch membership., Its tem of office shall be for

six months. Its duties are to dirsct the activitios of the 3ranch, and to act

. with full powers for the Branch between Bronch noetings. This section applies

likowiso to Local executive Cormittees, excopt as modified by Article vV,
Section 2, and oxcept that the torm of office shall bo as provided ty a 1Scal
constitution and by-laws, but ahall not bo for mora than one year.

g_es.ue n; mngmm FEES AND 'mms'

Sectionl. ZEach applicant for mmbership ihall pay an initiation feo of one
dollar. Tho entire 1n1tiation feo shall be pa.id to the National Office. '

gection 2. Bach mcmber sha.ll pey the dues and o.saessnents as deteminec.
by the schodulo adopted: by tho National Convention.

- goction 3. XNo nenmbor is exerptad fron the paynent of at least the ni.nimn dues.
The ninimum duosg are eata‘blished by the National convention.

SOction 4. Any nenber who 1s three veoks in arrcars in paynent of dues shall
cease to be a nember in good standing and shnll be so notified by the Branch

 Executive Cormittec. Any mermber five weoks in arrears shall be striclen from

the rolls of the Party into which he mny bo roinstated only by naking a new

application for momborship accormpanied by the rogular initiation foe, and gub- -
Joct to any furthor conditions that may bo detormined by the Branch with the -

a.pproval of tho Natioml Cormiittec.

Scction 5. Only members 1n good etanding hove thé right-_to -vote;
Article VIII mscmnm

" Bection 1. All decisions of the governing 'Dod:los of tho Po.rty are 'binding

upon tho menbers and subordinate bodios of the Party.

Section 2. Aay member or unit violating the dociaions of a higher unit of
the party shall be su'b,joct to disciplinary action up to expulsion by the body
having jurisdiction.

Scction 3. Charges of breach of diecipline or conduct unbecoming a member made

- against any member shall be made in writing and the accused meriber shall be

furnished with o copy one woek in advence of the henrings. Charges filed

3
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before branches shall be considered by the Branch Executive Cormittee at a
meeting to vhich the accused mombor is invited. The Branch Executive Comitteo
ghall " shall subnit a recommondation on the charges to Yo ncted voun by theo
nomborship of the Bramth: Chargos consldored ty highor units of tho pPorvy shall,
howevor, be ncted upon by the said units,

Section 4. Disciplinarv action against a ncnber. proposed by a higher unit of
tho party, shall be heard in the Local Branch. In case of fallure of the
Branch to act, or Branch action deemed improper by a higher unit, or bty any
nonber of the :anch tho cherges in question nay thon be considored and de-
eided upon by the higher unit.

Section 5. Chargos 1n1tiatod. against moenbers of any unit higher than a nrunch
Executive Cornittee may bo considersc and docided dircctly ty tho higher unit
in queetion, if it extablishes its jJurisdiction in the case,

S8ection 6. Any member eubjectod to disciplinary action has tho right to appeal
to the next higher body, up to and including tho Natioaal Convontion.

Pending action on appcal, the decision of tho Party body having Jm‘isdiction ro=
mains in full force and offecte.

A Ix QUAL E:IM;O&E FORMI IS

$ection 1, L':ncopt in the cage of novly organizaed branchoe, ncnbors of Branch
‘Bxecutive Cormitto.s rmst have beon mombers of the Party for at loast four
months, and mombors of the ILc tal Cormittoe rmst have beon mambers of the Party
for at least six months.

gection 2, Henbors ot tho Navional Comnittee rmst be monbers of tho :Earty
for at 1east 2 years.

drticle x NATIONAL C@!EE;ONS

Soction 1, Tho National Convaentions of the party ahall be held at. least bi-
annually. The National Cormitteoe may by two-thirds voto postpone tho Nationnl
Oonvention for not nore than six months, provided that a notice of such post-
yonerient be givon not later than one month bafore the time for the convention
calle Such action nay be nullified on the demand of bmnchea repregenting at
least one—third of tha mmborahip.

Soction 2. A special convention may be callad. 'by (1) a mjority voto of the
National Cormittee. (2) Any throe or moro branches representing 1/3 of tho
membership can initiate a motion for a spociel convention. This motion upon
‘receipt by tho National Secrotary shall be cormunicated to the Branches within
ton days. (3) If within the period set in Section 5 of this Article X fifty
percent of tho nonborship signify thoir support of the motion, the call for
the Nationnl Convention shnll be issuede (4) The voting period shall extend
-over & period of thirty days fron tho datoc the question was formally subnitted
to the nenmbershipe. (5) Tho rules of wvoting shall be tho sarmo as the rules under
Article X, National Conventions, and those rules detemianed 'by tho No.tional
Cozmittce or the Political connitteo.

Section 3. fThe Call for tho convention, together with an egendn and tne pro-

- posals of the Nrtional Cormittoe shall be issuod at least 90 doys bofore the

date of the convention for discussion in the local organizations and the official
publications. An Internal F :dletin shall be issued during the Convention discussi

PO?iodo .
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5.

Soction 4. - Reprcsentation at tho Convention shall be proportionally based
upon thae dues poying membership in good standing in dranchos at the time of -
the election of delogates who were ronuvors of the Pa:tv at tho tinmc of tho
issuance of tho Convention ACall

uonbors voting for delesates to the Kational Convontion shall vote 3n the
Branchos in which they wero rembors at tho time of the Convention Calle
Branches orzanized aftor the Convention Call shall have Fraternal kcprescnto-
tion, in tho fom of a delegato or delogates with voico but no -véte.

goction 5. All otheor rules oad rogulations in relation to voting #nd. TOpIro=-
sontation at the National Corvention vhich are not covored in tha constitution
shall be defined by tho National comnittoe 1n the Conventiona Cglle

Section 6. Delegatea and Alternatas to tha National Convontion rust w’be
nenbors of the Party for at loo.st six nonths. ezcept in the case of nowly c¢ -
organized Branches. '

icle mmws

—

Ancndrments nay be nade to this cunetitution 'by mjority vote of tho National
Convention. v ,

A .Ai‘ti‘cla XI1. Pres

All official organs of the Party arc subjecf. to and under the: direction of tha

Party aad National Cormittes.

-

-
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N . RULES AND BY-LAVS |
" 3. All units of tho Party shall be guided by Robort's Rules of Ordor and

spocirl rules ostablished by the Braunch oxcept whoro it conflicts with the
Constitution or with tho rules asg hercin statod. )

|
{
E

b II. Any disputes on Rulocs and By-Laws that are not covared in tho conatitution
[ or in the Rules and Ry-Laws shall be sottled by the National Convontion or by
3 tho National Cornittee betweon sessions of the National Convention.

g Mgy

III. In all ccses except as specifically otherwise set forth in the Oonstitution
- a majority or pluna.lity vote ohnll carry & rotion. ,

IV. A nenber ooy declino a.ny noninatio-x. Upon being renoninated, the nonince
ghall remain a candidate and lis declination shall bo accepted by the body as

an axpression of opinion.

‘ iv.“ A recordod abstention is counted as a ﬁote and ia. t‘ieroi'ore. to'b\nated in
the total vote for purposes of proportional represantation when thia syston of

- representation is employed.

" Vl. Not voting is not o vote nor is it tabulated in the, t.oto.l vote for pu.rposeé
of proportioncl renresonto.tion vhen this system of r0presantation is eu:xployed.

* ¥1l. A nenber has tho right to be recorded in any unit of the pa.rty of which he
is a nomber on any question before that body. . . ,

YIII- Motions need not be seconded to be onsiderod. except a motion to admit
& new nember. o _ _ S

: 1x. Censure, vhich is a disciplinary action, is a rebuloa a public (inside ‘the
party) expression of disapproval. ' - :

..Xes Suspension, vhich ie a disciplinary action, is a suspension of all or sonc
. of the rights of a nember, but none of his obligations. , , -

;,._'xI. All forms of diacipline rust be specifico.lly dcfined 'by tho unit voting
the actione. , , o , -

“XII. Chairmon olways havo the risht to vote.

“XIII. Fomer menbers, reapplying for memborship ghall be referred to the
* National Cormittee for action. Such applicants, if accepted for aemborship
~ ghall be on probation for a c*iod of not less than threo nonths.

-~




! f Recommendations by | GONSTITUTION OF THE WORKERS 'PLRTY
+ ‘| Natl.Comm. to the : : | ' o
1946 Comvention. 4ND RULES 4‘;ND BY*L./.WS o -

-~

The followlng are thc anendnents to the Constitution and

By-Luws reccmmended by the Nationol Conmittee. N

' The reporter recormends that delegates having any omendments

. or changes write them dut and submit thom so that we will not attenpt
to write umendments on the floor of the convention.

This procedure wlll also save a great deal of time.

f-' - ﬁ'. ‘ Paul Bern
o . N.0, Reporter

. CONSTITUTION OF THE WORKERS PLRTY

same l."fiA_;\'f:_;; . Cf{ A ' .
o 33m0.6'~'.;.‘"'4ri~  T
e L SR . :
o same . . ' _ ) '
: " ‘Seotion 1. same § ,
: -+~ 8Seotlon 2. some :
: Section 3. . same
S - Section 4., = same
{ "Soction 5. some ' '
© ...  .8cotlon 6. some (The followlng rule’ shull not be 1nclud°.
r 1 in the text of the constitution but 1s to be enforced for the next
. v year: "411 new members who are industrial workers shall serve a

. .7 probationary perlod of two nonths; all othcrs shall serve a proba+1o;r
f{;;“ary period of not less than four monthse )

\ . i e

. Section 7. same

f ':‘. Imticle v : . ) . 0‘: . . , —‘ . ) -‘ . . . . -~ . ; . ‘. ..

Section 1. ~ same A
Sectlion 2, Strlke out present section,
: ’ | "Wherever more than two branches oxist in the .
-~ some locallty as determlned by the National Cormittee, the highest - -
iy governing body shall be a delegated Clty Conventlon. The City .
- 4%~ Convention shall meet at least annually. It shall elect a City
Committeo which shtll be the highest governing body betwoen conventla.
~The City Committee shall elect a City Organizer and such other office:

-7
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‘a8 may be mecessary to ‘donduct the affairs Of"hﬁ organizations In
between City Conventions decisions of the City Commitees e«nall be

7 binding upon all units and members until'and unless reversed by a

¢ higher body. In localltles where there are only two branches there
" shall be a local executlve comlttee. The loocal exeocutive committee
" ahall be elected at a jolnt membership meeting of the two branches

i+ called as a convention for the purpose of electing a local executive
~.comnittee and for the transactlon of such other business as may come
.. before such a joint meeting. /A Jolnt membership meeting for tho

" plection of a local executive cormittoe and for the transaction of
. :other business shall be held once cach six months, In between joling
i%?membership meetings which have been called as local conventions, a
., local executive committee shall be the highest governing body in the
‘’locality. Its decisions shall be binding upon all units and members
until and unless reversed by a higher body." - L Lo

S s s A 5 < s oo
SR - g

Section 3  Strike out present sectlon. B :
Article VI PR :
Section 1 same BT : )
. Sectlon 2. - Add at end’ of sentence°k except where the ;

thional Cormlttee thinks 1t necessary to call a referendum.

» Seotion 3. same 1' | L j, }‘ J,
"‘{'Seotion 4. . 8trike out "periodically" (1ast word) and ,
ad: “at loast twice a year.“ : . N

-

- Section 5. same

- S8ectlon 6. In that section where 1t says "local executive '
Agcmmittee chnnge to read “1ocu1 or City exeoutlve cammlttee."

Section 7. , Strike out sentence 4, five lines down.
,nrticle VII . :
" 8ectlon 1. same |, .
. Section 2, same - ' ‘ S
- Sectlion 3. same
Section 4. same o : '
Section 5, - same o g .

Article VIII

Section 1, - game

Section 2, same '

Section 3, Strike out last sentence in this section.
Section 4. same S
Section 5. -same : S . -

‘Section 6. same - SRR X
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Arflole IX L
Section 1. Change “four months" to "a1x months". :
Change last two words "six months" to "one year .

Where 1t sald "local committee" change to 1ocal
-executive commlttee and clty executive committoe" .

[
g
Eo
#
A&

.

Seotion 2, gome - L -

:;'L;Articlo X ‘

S Section 1. same _ |

'/ .- 8Seotlon 3, Strike out'last gentence. Insert: ny bulletln shall

“be.1ssued during the Convention discussion period under the direction £
:Land supervision of the Natlonal Committee.

, Section 4, Add a thlrd paragraph: “The electlon of delegates to
‘he National Conventlon shall take place on a Branch basis,"

Add a fourth paragraph: "Under no conditions shall
rsons who have been striken from the rolls of the Party under
ticle VII, Section 4 Dbe counted 1n the basis of representation.

i Sectlon 5. Following the WOrd_"Constitution“ add,“gr Rules
nd By-LaWS o - N e e

A

Section 6." Change"six months“ to‘"bhe yeer."

‘ Add a new Section to Artiole X:

o "Section 7. " Members of the Natlonal Gommlttee and
lternutes to the National Committee shall be seated at National

ote _
- Reoommond that the 1ncom1ng National Gommittee be empowered to
j;rovlde statutory provislions in the constitution for Party-Youth

Wrelation once the Youth Organization of the Party'oeases tobe ~
‘{provisional. . '

- . ,-
C .
]

- RULES AND BY~TJWS -
+Xe some - N _ S L o Co
%41, same o S A ‘ - L
~#1V. 8ame P I
? Vo same : L -

~VI. same :
VII .some
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§~ XI. sane T e T EE
¢ XII. same  © L 4.;‘7"'“'-”1' U
¥ XIII, sane ‘ '

&  XIv, &4dd “Representetion at the National Gonvention shall be as

g followe.

. 1,  Each branch organized before the Convention Gall
hall be entltled to one delegate for every sevon. mombers or major

fraction thereofa "V ' N P -

e
A

H

L SN )

\

2, Where n branch ie entitled to one - delegate TR ,LJ -
-3 the majority gets the delegate. ; ‘ .

~ 3. The number of ‘mombers voting shall be considered the tot‘
number of members who have casat any counted vote during the meeting
on any resolution or motion presented for the convention. Majorities
and minoritlies shall be established on the basis of vo tes .- *gast
“and counted for any resolutions or motions submitted on the night of
voting by any'member of the brench. : e

,-':‘ A N x

, 4, Where a branch 18 entitled 6 two delegates and a. minor1
receives 40% of the total votes cast and ocounted, such a minority shal..
-be entitled to ono delegate and the majority to _one delegate.n:

1 ' ?- 5. Where a branch is entitled ‘o three delegates and a’
nunority recelves 33 1/3% of the total votes cast and counted such
“a minority shall be. entitled to one delegate and the majority to

two delegates.<:{

; Z':'.'-.,
< \v“ﬁ" N

: ~ 6.- Where a Braneh 1s entitled to four delegatea and a
minority recelves 256% of the vdotes oast ‘and counted such a minority .
shall be entitled to one delegate or a minority recelves 40% of the -
;votes east and counted shall .be entitled to two delegates.,.

L 7. Where a branch is entitled to five delegates and a
: minority ‘receives 20% of the votes cast and counted such a minority
8hall be entitled to-one delegate or a minority receives 40% of-the

votes cawt and’ counted such a minority shall entitled,to tWO o
'delegatee. R “u .i~}tq‘0 ST o ! i--'

v 8. fWhere a Braneh 1s entitled to an odd number of deleG"*e'
.(1 3 or 5) and each motion or resolution recelves 50% of the vote°

_cast and counted the delegates shall be divided in half (one :
delegate,each receives & votej three delegates, each reeeives 1% ve’sa
five delegates, each recelves 23 'votes) l . Ve i

Qe ‘A Convention Tax of one dollar ehall be paid no late'
0 than the night of voting in order for a member to be in good standire.
" This i1s in addition to the constitutional requirements in Article v*';
- 'Section 4 -ond Article X, Section 4, : 4 , \ ,
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10, Delegates and Alternates shall be named by the members voting
for the respective resolutions or motions providing they have

the requirecd proportion of the total votes cast and counted and
shall - be formally notified by thp branch as a whole.

e R o e “Lm
-

1l. Members on probation at the time of the Convention Call and
“those who have Joined since the issuance of the call shall not be
“counted in determining the number of delegates to which K: branch is
entltled. . , : :

18, If vetlween the time of the Cull snd the night of voting a member
on probation has been installed as a regular member he shall have the
¥ right to vote on resolutions and on delegates without being counted,

& however, in the total membership which forms the basis for representat*
£ to the convention.

<
%
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5213. ‘Voting shall ‘take place no 1ater than 7 days before the date of
g the convention nor earlier than 30 days before the date of the oonventj

??14. Unchartered branches shall be represented at the oonvention
by fraternal delegates with voice and oonsultative vote._ e

15 Branehes may elect one or more alternates.

16. Votlng for delegates by nall is to be allowed only in.case a _
&member 1is preverited from attending the election meeting of the branch °
&by virtue of his occupation, ‘severe 1llness or transfer to another
$'locality. Maill votes must be in possession of the branch seoretary
#not later than the actual tine of voting in the branoh. ,

S, “ A11 members of the Party must recelive prevlous notification of
the date, time and place of branch elections of delegates to the
ﬂational Convention, _

*




