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. for thn abolition of capitalism and the establishment of a workers

YORKERS PARTY OF THE UNITED STATES ~ © -

(Adopted at the Pourth National . ===
Convention, Junp‘19462: IR

% *

ARTICIE I = NAME

: The name of the organization shall be "Workers Party of the
United States" (hereinafter referred to as the "Party"). )

| ARTIGIE II - PURPOSE ERE

The purpoee o the Party io set forth in its program as en.
bodied in resolutions and declarations of national conventions:
its purpose shall be to educate and organize.the. working class

government to achiev‘ sociallsm. RO
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ART ICIE —— INTERNAT Ibi\r'Axf AFFIL“iAT:iON- |

The Party 1is aif. ‘11iated with no other group Or Organlzatlon
in the United States or elsewhere, It seeks to establish fratcr.
nal relatiions with groups and parties In. other countries, and, it
they stand on the same fundamental program as its own, to 000p91~
ate with them in the elaboration of a complete world program and
the speediest possible establishment 6f the new revolutionary in-
ternatlonal, the Fourth International,- Action on any such step
must be submitted to,a natlonal convention of the Party., -

ARTICLE IV - ﬂEMBERSHIP

— . -

vection 1, Every person who accepts the prOgram of the Party
and abides by the decisions and engages in its work shall be
eligible to membershlp, . R _‘; &g u»$:_3§‘;¢¢_f.n

Section 2, Every member (except as otherwise SpBCIflCall"
determined n 1nd1V1dual cases by the National Committee) must hLe-
long to & duly constituted Branch of the Party in the city where
he resides, if such a Branch exlsts., In territories where no
Branch exists, applicants shall be admitted as members-at-lqrbu

Ssetion 3. All applicants for membership shall be recorricnled
by two persons who have been members for not less than four months,
Action by the Party Branch on applications for membership shall
take place in the absencp of the applicant. ' -
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.77 Section 4, Applicationc for membership shall be aoted upon )
by the Branch and the Local or City Executive. Committee (Article
.V, Section 3) concerned, in accordance with the general procedures’ -
“laid down by the National Comittee and subject to review by o
«‘higher units of the Party. Applications for membership-at-large
‘shall be acted upon by the National Committee, or. by sueh C ONMe
;}mlttee as it dOSLFnateS. T . \ ,

s Section 5, A member desiring to transfer membershlp from . .
‘one locali+y to another must apply to his Branch and the Local RS

or City Committee for pernission, and receive a transfer which is ~ -
‘to be deposited with the Branch and Local or City Committee of the
locality to which the member moves, but final permission can only
be given by the National Committee or the body it designates, L
If no Branch exists 1n the locallty, the nember shall bn a member-‘jf
‘at—large. : SRR SR R St L

" Section 6. Alllnew members shall be on probation for a
nperlod of two months, During this time they shall have all the
pr1V11eges and obligations of membership except that they shall
not have the right to vote or the right to hold offlce on the
Branch ercutlve Committee or eny hlgher body. B S,

: Section 7. The National Comuittee is empowered to. accept
groups or organizations{of individuals, eligible under Section 4
of this Article, as members 1n bloc,,and to assign them to thc

‘proper Blanches. e
S

ARTICLE Y - UNI‘I‘S OF ORGANIzATION o

- section l. ‘The basic unit: of the Part shall be tne Branch.f‘
‘A Branch shall consist of not less than 5 nor more thqn 30 members,

Vhem a Branch achieves a mewbership of 30, it shall be divided =~
-into two Branches; exceptlons may be made only by perulssion of e
the Natlonal Commlttee,; ¥ D ; . . e

7 Section 2. Uherever more than two Branches exisb'ln the o
same locality as determined by the National Committee, the highest -
‘governing body shall be-a delegated City Convention. The City e
Convention shall meet at least annually., It shall elect. a City
Executive Committee which shall be the highest governlnb body be- .-

tween conventions. The City Executive Committee shall elect a o
City Organizer and such other officers as may be necessary to con-

duct the affairs of the organization. In between City Conventions
decisions of the City Exccutive Committee shall be binding upon N
all units and members until and unless reversed by a h1~her body. -

o In looalitlos where thero are only two Brancbos,‘[-f
nore shall be a Local Executive Committece. The Local Executive
Committee .shall be elected at a joint membership meeting of the

two Branchos oalled ag a conventlon for the purnose of electlnﬁ a.




Local Executive Committee and for the transaction” of such othor
business as may come beforc such a joint meeting., A joint mewmber-
ship meeting for the election of a Local Executive Committee and
for the transaction of other business shall be-held once each six
months, In between joint membership mectings which have becn

. called as local conventions, a Local Executive Comuittee shall be
“the highest governing body in the locality. Its decisionz shall
be binding upon 2ll units and members untll anu unless revoerecd
by a hlgher body. :

-

ARTICLF VI - ADUINISTRATION

;, ' ' " Section 1, The hiﬁhe t governing body of the Party is the
o National Convention, . Its decisions shall be binding upon the en-
tire mcmbership, . - - ' o

R Section 2, Between National Conventions, .the authority of

{ = the Convention, subject -to the decisions of the Gonvention itself,
+ 7 is vested in the National Cormittee elected by the Convention,

- except where the Natlonal Conmittee thinxs it necessnry to call a
o referendum. R e ,

(v .

L Section 3. The Nhtional'comMittee shall oe'comprised as
follows: . ) ”'i : R - S IRty

’(a) Thcre uhall be - members, eleoted by the
matlonal Conventlon. ;

v
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s (b) The NQtlonal Conventlon shall also elecet
alternates, t0 fill vacancies in the Nation-
e o .~ al Corraittee in-the order decided upon by
PR ST R ﬂw(Mmmmim. : L .-

AT

Tora S o (e) - Members of the National Commlttee may be re-
i+ S - . moved from the Comnmittee and,or erpelled
-from the Party only by vote of the National
. Convention. DMembers of the National Committee
' may, however, be suspended from the National
- Committee and/or membership, for cause,
pending final decision of the National Con-
-~ vention, by vote of two-thirds. of 'the mem-
-bcrsnlp of the National Committee.

o
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, Section 4. The Natlonal Commlttee directs all the vork of
' the Party, decides all questions of policy in dccordance with the
+ ‘decisions of the Convention, appoints national officers, and all
other subordinate officers and sub~committees, and, in general,
o constitutes bectween Conventions the highest functioning authority
~.of the Party. The National Conmlttee shall meet at 1east twlce a
'.year. N :
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fecflon 5« The National Committec shall elect a Political
Comitbec from among its wernbers which shall function for the Ja-
tional Cormittee between mecctings of the Natlional Committee,

Scetion 6, The local governing body of the Party shall be
the Local or City Executlve Cormittce or, where only one Branch
exists, the Branch Executive Comittee,

Section 7, The Branch Ixecutive Committee shall be elected
and is rcmovable by a specisl membership meeting of thc Dranch
called for that purpose, and is subordinate to the Branch mewbere
ship, Its term of office shall be for six months, Its duties are
to direct the activities of the Branch and to act with full powers
for the Branch betwcen Branch meet ings,

AHTICLE VII - INITIATION FEES AND DUES

. Section 1. Each anpllcant for membership shall pay an inie
tiation fee of one dollar, 'The ontirc inltiatlon fee shall be
paid to the National Office,

Scection 2, Each member shall pay the following duos from
which no member is exempt: .

(a) Reguler dues shall be %1,00 per woek,
(v) Exennt dues of 2%¢ pcr week sh&ll "be pald

by unemploycd members or other members who for special rcasons

cannot pay regular dues, Permission to pay excmpt dues for members
other then unemployed can only be granted by a vote of the Branch
Excecutive Committee,

- (c) New mcﬂbors shall pqy 25/ por week for tho
first four months of their mewmberships

(d) All money collected in dues shall be paid to
the National Office, SR S '

Section 3, The Nationsl Committee shall be empowered to esw
tablich a voluntary Booster Fund to collect weekly plndvcs from
each member, The suggested pledges and the division of the Booster
TMund between Branches, the Local or City Committces and the Haw
tional Office 1s to be determined by the National Committee,

Scetion 4, Any menber who is three wecks in arrecors in paye-
mont of Gucs shall cease to be & member 'in good standing and shall
be =0 notified by the Branch Executive Committce., Any nmecmber five
vecks in arrcars in payment of dues shall be stricken fron the
rolls of the Party into whichh he may bc reinstated only by making
a new application feor memborship accompanicd by the re-gular initia-
tion fece, and subject to any further conditions that may be deteore

5




mined by the Branch with tho approval of the National Conml RAAIN

Soction 5, Only nembnrs in good standing have the ripho to
vote,

ARTICLE VIII - DISCIPLINE -

Scetion 1, All dec1szons of tho governing bodies of thc

"n“m ann .

Party are binding upon the norbers and subordinato bodies of the
Party. , o
v ‘ Section 2e ) Any. membor or unit violating the decisions of a
higher unit of the Party shall be subject to disciplinary action ~
up to ovpulsion by the body having jurisdiction.A _: :
Scection 3, Chargcs of breach’ of disciplino or COHCUCU unbe- - §

coning a member made against any membér shall be made in writing |
and the accused shall be furnished with a copy one week in advqnce E
of the hoarings. Charges filed before Branches shdall be considered
by the Branch Executive Coimittee at a meeting to which the accuscd
nomber is invited. The Branch Executivo Committee shall submit a
recommcndation on the charﬂcs to bo acted upon by the 1cmbcrsh1p

of the Branch, » . T

. -

: Scction 4o Disciplinary action against a member, proposed by
a higher unit of the Party, shell be heard in the local Branch,
P In case of fajilurc of the Branch to act, or Branch action decemed-
P impropcr by a higher unit, or by any member of the Branch, the
' charges in question may then be considored and d001ded upon by the
'hifhnr unit, : X :

R AR T
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oootion 5 Charges inltlatcd against"mombers of'any unit -
higher than a Branch Exccutive Committee may be considered and do- 3
cided by the higher unit in question, if it establishes its Juris- ‘
diction in the case, I

_‘\~
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Section 6. Any membor subjected to disciplinary action has
tho right to appeal to the next higher body, up to and including
the National Convention. Pending action on appeal, the dOC1sion of ]

"~ the Party body having jurisdiction romains in full topco and- cffoct. o

AT ey
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ARTICLE IX = OUALIFICATIONS FOR ELECTIONS ‘

Scction 1, Ly00pt in thc case of newly organized Brenohcs,
menbers of Branch Executive Committecs must have been. members of
the Party for a least six months, and members of the Local or City
Brecutive Cormittcoe must have been menbcrs of the Party for at
1ﬁﬁ st one year. PR - C o o
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Section 2. Members of the National Committee must be mombers
of tho Party for at 1ea t two years, . T

ARTICLE X - NATTONAL CbNVENTIONS

o Section 1, The National Conventioné ¢ the Party shall be

P held at least bi-annually, The National Committee may by two-

L 'A_thirds vote postpone the National Convention far not more than

-2 'six months, provided that a notice of such postponement be given
“~~.not later than one month before the time for the convention call,

- Such action may be nullified on the demand of’ Branches roprcgent-

- ing at 1east one-third of the membershipe. : =

- Section 2, A special convention may be called by (1) a ma- :
~jority vote of the National Cormittee, - (2) Any three or more S g
. Branches representing one~third of the membership can initiate a 5

"“motion for a special convention. This motion upon receipt by the

- “'National Secrctary shall be communicated to the Branches within 3

“ten days. (3) If within the period set in Section 5 of Article ]

X, fifty percent of the membership signify their support of the
motion, the call for the National Convention shall be issued,
(4) The voting period shall extend over a period of thirty days

-from the date the question was formallr submitted to the member-
ship. (5) The rules of voting shall be the same as the rules

~ under Article X, or thé Rulcs and By-Laws, and those rules deter-

- mined by the Natlonal Commlttoo or tho Political Committee,

R

. - Scetion 3, The Coll for the Conventlon, tOgether with an
agenda and the proposals of the National Committce shall be issued
~at least 90 days before the datc of the convention for discussion
"in the local organizations and the official publications. A
- bulletin shall be issued during the Convention discussion period
> - under the diroction and supQPV131on of the National Committeec.,

. Section 4, Representation at the Convention shall be propor-
ﬂtionalfy based upon the ducs-paying membership in good standing
- in Branches at the time of the elcction of delegates who were meme
7+ bers of the Party at tho 1S°uanoe of the Convention Call,

. Members voting for delegates to the Natlonal Cone
- vention shall vote in the Branches in which they were members at
"~ the time of the Convention Call, Branches organized after the
Convent ion Call shall have fraternal representation in the form

- of a delegate’ or delegates with voice but no vote.

The election of delegates to the National Conven=
- tion shall take place on a Branch basis, e

5 Under no conditions shall porqons who have bcon |
=strickon fron the rolls of the Party under Article VII, Section 4
be counted in thu basis of rtpresontation.

. . )
o .
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f».a,,,ﬁ . Bection 5, All other rules and regulations in relation wo
'*votinn and representation at the National Convention which arc not

iix-;z covered in .the Constitution or Rules and By-Laws shall be definui

t:. . Dby the Vatlonal Committee in the Conventlon Call.

§

)

Section 6. Delegates and alternates to the Natlonal Corivere
tion must be members of the Party for at 1east one year, except in
: the case of newly organized branches. :

SR Section 7, Members of the National Commlttee and slternates
. -to the National Committee shall be seated at National Convéntions
- of the Party as_fraternal‘delegates with voice but no vote,

ARTICL_. XI - ATENDL’ET\"PS

L Amendments may be madé to thls Constitutlon by magorlty voue
g_of the- Natlonal Convention. : : . ,

wA?TICL XII - PRF

B All offlclal organs of the Party are subgect to anu under
e the dlroctlon of the Party ahd Vational Committee..'

Lo
.
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‘ RUL}JS AND BY=LAVS -

SRS NN

RE LT B

Ie A1l units of the Party sh911 be gu1ded by ‘Robert?s Rules

";thore is confllct Wiuh the Constltution or w1th the ruTOQ herein
.- stated. . ,

P RIMINN S

lv_- II. Any disputes on Rules and By-Laws that are not covered
. in the Constitution or in the Fules and By-Laws shall be settled
by the National Convention or by the National Comnltteo between

* . sessions of the National Conventlon.

. III, In all cases, eACOpt as Spociflcally otherwise set forth
in the Constltution, a mBJOPluy or plulallty vote shall carry a

TN 0T NS e g T,

*mot;on.
Pl IV. A member may decline any nomination. Upon being rencmin-
v .. - -ated, the nomines shall remain ‘a candidate and his declindticn

-shall be accepted by the body as an exprecssion of opirion,

(&

V. A recorded abstention is counted as & vote and is, thuie

/8

[

fiof Order and special rules established by the PBranch, except wnere'.ﬂa}



. fore, tabulated in the total vote for purposes of proportional
‘lreprcsentation when this system of representation is employeu.
. \ e

= VIi. Not votinu is not a vote nor is it tabulated in the

total vote for purposes of uroportlonal representatlon when thils

syefem is employcd., : ; i} , y

VII. A member has the right tofbehfeconded_in'anynnni+’ol
the:Party of whlch he is a member on any question before that body.

»4“»VIIL.V Motions neod not bé seconded to be considered, except
a motlon to admit a new | Mber._;~ e o

: *gIX. Censure, which is a dlsclplinary action, is a rebuke,‘;f
a pUbllc (1n51de the Party) erresslonJof-disappr“ al, o

. Xe SuSpen31on, which is & disciplinary action, s’e‘suspen-‘
1on of all or some of the rlghts of 'a member, but . none "of hl“
bligations;

specificdlly .defined by

i Xi.- All forms of dleclpline must e
the unlt voting the actlon.;; e

“?XII. Chairmen always heve the'rlght to vote.

s XIII. Former members, reapplying for membership'uhall bz ree- .
ferred tc the National Committee for action. -Such applicants, if
accepted for membership, ,hall be on probatlon for a perlod of’ not
1ess than Lhree months. : ) S

- X1V, Reprosentatlon at tho Hational Convention shal
follows: - , , . i

SR l. hach Branch o“ganized before the Convention Cal]
shall be entitled to one delcgate for sic h .number of members as 7
shall be specified by the Iﬂtlonal Commltteelln the Convcntlon Cell,
et ) : P SUE LA ST ELERE.

KA 2, Vhero a Branch is entitled to one delogate, the
: @ajority gets the delogate, :

FE 3+ The ‘muimber ‘of meﬂbers votlng shall be cbnsidered
‘the tatal number of membors who have cast any counted vote durin r
~the meeting on any resolution or motion presented for the conve

~ dion, Ma jorities end minoritics shall be established on the
basis of votes cast and counted for any resolution or motions sub-
. mitted on the night of voling by any member of the Branch.

4, Yhore o Branch is ontltlnd to two delevates and a
minority receives 33-1/27 of the total votes cast and counted, .
such a minority shall boc >nt1tlod to ~one dclegate'and the ma1ority
to onc delcgote, i




5. Where a Branch is entifled to thrce delerates and - 3
a minorwty receives 25% of *bﬁ total vite cast and counted, such . ¢
e a minority shall be entitled to one dc’ egate and the maaorlty to
A two delegates, » S

.:"P — ‘e‘ ,“-,- =

, 6. Vhere a Branub is entitled to four aelcgates and a
ninority receives 20% of the votes cast and counted, such & mlnori-
‘ty shall be entlt]rﬂ to onc delegate; or a minority receives 407
of the votcs cast and countead, such a minorlty shall be entitled
to two delogates. ' ‘

N 7. Where a Branﬂh is cntitled to five delenato~ and
& minority receives 16-2/3% of the votes cast and counted, such a _
Q minority shall be centitled to onc delegate; or a minority receives

" 30% of the votes cast and.counted, ,such 8 minorlty shall be entltled
. to two dclegates., ' -

8. Where a Branch is entitled to an'odd'numbor of del-

o&ates (1, 3, 5) and each wotion or resolution receives 50% of

i 'the votes cast and counted, the delegates shall be divided in hﬁlf

~(onc delegate ~ each receives 1/2 vote; three dolovqtcs - cach
rec01vos -1/2 votes; five delonateu - each reccives --1/0 votos)

O A Convontlon Tax of one dollar shall be paid not .
later than the night of voting in order for a member to be in good -
“standing. This is in addition to the constitutional requlremonts o
in Article VII, Sectlon 4, and Article X, Sectlon 4, R L A

. 10, Delegates and alternates shall bo namcd by the meme =
" bers voting for the respective rosolutions or motions providing S
..they have the redquircd proportion of the total votes cast and
~counted and shall be formall‘ ratified by the Branch as a vhole,

- 11, Mombers on probation at the time of the Convontion
‘Call and those who have joined since the issuance of the Call -
'ulull not be counted in dctermining the number, of dolebates to
._)whlch a Branch is entitled, -

: 12, If between the time of the Call and the night of
,voting a member on probation has besn installed as a regular member,
he shell have the right to vote on resolutions and on dulcratos s
without being counted, however, in the total mémbership which forms
tho ba is for representation to the Convbntion. R

e 13, Voting shall take place not 1ater than 7 days before
- the date of the cenvention nor carlier than 30 days beforo tho B
- date of the ccnvention, - R

g 14, Unchartered Pr“nchns shall be rOpresbnted at thc B
cconvention by freteornnl delepates with voice and consulteotive vote,§

 {120';¢1€
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; ton, SR
SO ‘ " 15, Iromehes s oloct onc or more alternates,

: 16, Votins Tor dclogates by mail is to be allowed only
“in casc a moembor 1s wrovontod from attonding the election moeting
“of the Branch by virtuoe of itig occupation, severe illncss, or
trensfer Lo ancther locality. Mail votes must be in posscesion
the Branch sccrctsry not later than the actual, time of voting
in tho Branch, ‘ :

17. All monmbors of the Party must reccive praovious
notification of the date, time and place of Branch clections of
’ dclo vates to the National Conventlon. .

LY
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Tho Fourth iational Convention of the Workers Party of thc
~United Statcs empovored the National Committec to provide statutory
- provisions in the Consiituticn for Par*v-Youth relations cnce tho
‘youth organization cf the Party ccases to he provisional,
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