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i EDI TORT AL

Lt the last pisnum the Nationnl Committce docided

1, That there should be o functioning Negro department
with a National Ncgro Yyrcetor.

2. That preprrations should be made for a theorctical
- discussion of Ncgro probloms in rclation to the
national situntion and the work of the party, lcad ng
up to a special scssion at the coming convention or
o convention on Negro VWork,

¥his work is necessary for the devclopment of the party as a
whole. Tt is absolutédy impossiblc without thc eooperation

of the branches. Although Nogro work has been actively pure-
sued in many arcas and to somc degrec in all communication
with the ccntre has been irregular, and with many branches
non-exlstent. The Negro Committcc therefore request from all
branehcs in as short a space of time as possible a report on
Negro problems and Negro work in their locality. The Negro
Bulletin will scrve as o means of communication, of expcrience
between the branches and for the cireulation of general infor-
mation, will contain matter not only of immediate but perma-
nent intcrest. On the basis of the information sent in and the
preliminary interchange of views we shall make o decision based
on collcctive expcriencé on themost urgent theorotical prob-
lems before the peorty and inaugurate-the discussion, )
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j for .war purposcs
* unions, ctc., and on thc bagis of raterial issuced, have first a Branch

. —2-
SUGGESTIONS ON THE NEGRO WORK OF THE PARTY DURING THE COIING
PERIOD

1, Thcorctical Work: All Branchcs should conduct at lcast onc
discussion a nonth on the Negro question. This nust be done whether
there are Negro members in the Bronclhi or not. Educatlon on the Negro
qucstion i1s an indispensible part of the tihcorctical preparation for
the Anerican revolution and is necessary for all nenbers and synpa-
thizers vithout cxcception.

At the sane tine, a well-prepa rcd discusgs—
ion on the rcgular Partj schedule of work, is onc of tiac surcst ways
of 1ntcgratin5 Negro nicnibers into the Party. What nust hot be donc
is to treat thesc discussions as the special business of the Negroces

{ nnd of those intcrecsted in, or concerncd with Negro work.

 SUGGESTED SUBJECTS

a; Position of Negro in Anerican Socicty today.

Uhe Negro in the Civil War

¢) Europcan Imperialisn and Africa

d) The Position of the Negro in the 10011 industrics,
particularly the war industries

e). The Negro in the U.s. arned forces.

’ It is casy to get material for discussion
on (a) and (b). An article on (c¢) will appcar in the Junc issuc of
he NOW~Intcrnation11 (d) the Branch should assizn to two or three
‘of its nembers to make thorouub investigation of the sltuation in
inportant locnl plants (espécially those fulfilling governnent orders
? local transport, the situation in inportant local

discussion or discussions, dnd fron there plan practical work, The
1ocal situation should also be linked to the National situation. Negro
workers in particular will appreciate concrctely the dual function of
a rcvolutionary Party if the Branch discusslons deal with general
theorctical subjects such as (b) or (c) and also with the 1nnedlqtc
problons.

"2, Practical Work: (a) It is still unfortunately necessary for
the Branchcs in rost arcas to concentrate on the elcnentary task of
getting the Party widely known to Nesrocs in the comrunity. This is
for the nost part slow and paticnt work.

The Branch nemrmbers individually and col-

f lcctively rust scok contoct with tie Negroes in thelr organizations,

B in all their orpgonizations. In the NAACP the Y!s, the Church forums
i ~nd 21l groups or associations in vhich the Negrocs ricet to discuss
¢ thelir problens and plan activity. Attendance at such meetings nust
¢ bc rcrular and systematic. The point of view of the Party must be
b put forward with firrnpess and yet with discrction. Thus during the

rccent bus boycott in New York, the Harlen Branch rienbers did not
raisc the question of the imperinlist war, nor the question of soc-
inlisn!, but worked with the Negro ConnittCL for the purposc in hand;

f in the Ponphlet, Jin Crow on the Run, socialisn is mercly rcferrcd to,
' and not by nﬂxe. But in any forun or general discussion on the war,

then tae Party position rust be put forward without equivocation. Our
Party litornturc, all of it, not only litcrnturc dealinzg with the Negro

qucstion, hust be sold or distributoa to likely contactg at these 88



ricetings,

(B) Braonches must seek to get local or
national speakers on the speakers liats of local Negro organizations,
It would be bétter 1f as & rule thesc party spcakers were Negroes,
but it is not in the lecast necessary that they should be so.

(¢) Party speakers should ralse the Negro
question beforc organizations of white workers. This 1s not always
casy and should be done only after carefule consideration of the
specific situation, but nerbers should be on the lookout for such

opportunitics. '

(d) Menbers must study the national and
local Negro press, scnd articlcs on local topics to the editors,and
write letters, conins officially from the Party, on all questions of
interest_to or affectinm their Nemro commuaiiy. Not to do this con-
stantly 1s crininal neglect.

. o (¢)  Party Branchs rust seck out Negro
neribers or ex-nerbers of the C.P. who have been disillusioned. Every
attenpt should be nade to make thenr: sec _the CP betrayal of the Nepro
-question as an inevitable consequcnce of the political line of the CP
and not_as oné nore_betrayal of blacks by whites, This type of Negro
should bec given our literaturc on special as well as general questions
report of the Dewey Commission, ctc.: If he shows himself sympathetie
to our line but still not amxious to join the party, he should be
encouraged to organizc a group of Negroes for discussion, or sone
specific local activity,.: : : :

€f) Repgular sales of the LA and of our 1lit-
crature should be organized in Negro arecas, Sone speclal district
should be carefully chosen and a housc to house campaign undertaken,
in which short discussions can be initinted about Negro questions, on
E%e basis of articles in LA ~nd branch leaflets on topics affecting
ne area,’

(g) Branches are not limited to the outline
above, but will take such opportunities as present thenselves of par—
ticipating in the struggles of the Negroes. If the work 1§ systenatic
ally organized opportunitics will prescnt thensclves,

(h) Experiences rmust be reported to the
National Negro Departrment and will be circulated through the Bulletin..

It 1s necessary above all, however, for the party nember to realize
thnt his first business 1s to get nore and nore thoroughly acquainted
with the daily life and past history of the Negroes in his locality,
nationally and internationally. Members rmust themselves scck every
opportunity of nceting Negroecs, of going to thelr horics, of discussion
with then on the Negroe's problems ns expericnced by Negroes, as
written about in Negro books and in the Negro press.: The Party appeal
nust be on the basis of the Nesroe's problems in particular, not on
the problens of the workinz-class in general. The nmethod of approach
can only be learnt by constant contact with and penetration into all
ngpects of Negro 1ife. Undoubtedly the Party has progressed a long way
from the alnmost absolutc divorce between the nerbership and the life3

9



of Negroes which existed two yoars ago. But fron what we have beén
able to gather there arc still too nany nerbers wiao do not know or
nect:Negroes in thelr organizati-ns(or personally). This is the only
foundation on wihich a2 good technique of Negro work can be bullt by
the party.

The Hational Nersro Connmittee
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HOW TO HOLD THE INTEREST OF NEW RECRUITS

In Bulletin #7 of the Workers Party, we dealt with the approach
or technique in Ne=ro contatt work, In this bulletin we wish to re-
port.ohrobsertations.umadaiiniseveral cities in different states,

In many cases galning rceccruits 1s relatively easy but holding
them long enough to develop them politically is another problem.
Due to our heritage the opposition feels that it must polemicize to
the extrcme. These regular theoretical discussions arc over the
heads of reocruits, expccially Nesro recruits. The discussions arc
quitc monotonous to them and tacy feccl isolated. Classcs in clem—

B cntary kiarxism should be arranged for two or nmorc rcecruits together

k. with their non-member friends, so they can more fully appreciate

t the theorctical application to the day~to-day issucs of the class

i strugolc. Efforts should bec made to sec them socially; that is,

f morc often than at regular mcctings. If members visit the homes of
| receruits the visits should be of a rcciprocal nature, in order to

f allay any suspicion of a few political members, in a proletarian

. ncighborhood. We cannot rcside upon the heights of Q}ympus and ex~
 pect to convince the workcrs that we are one of them.

E The scason for opcn air nectings is herc and there arc plenty of
& nilitant workers in the strcets 'just waiting for dircctives. In

[ order to recach then we rmst speak their language and ningle with thenm
£ and attenpt to help then solve their concrete problems. Many cone

i radcs complein that theoy lack subject matter for conversation when

£ they approach Negro contacts. The non-integration of Negroes in Wor
f 1ndustries, National sports cvents (cspecially bascball and tcnnis)

f Jim -Crowisn in the arned forces and placcs of aruscnent, the Harlen-
| bus boycott in New York City and many other arc subjecets that we will
. find i1f wec would only rcad thce Nesgro press. :

E ¥huaWhen we losc a recruit wc should investigatc and scc if we were
~ not derclict in our duty to intcgratec the worker into the organigation.,

H. Peclhan
4/17441
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JOBS FOR NEGROES
The Lessons of the Harlem Bus Boycott

It is worth the while of every branch to study the attached
'1list of articles in Labor Action, and the pamphlet "Jim Crow
on the Run". By making contact early, by working with the
Negroes in committee meetings and on the picket line, our Harlem
comrades were able to contribute to the successful boycott,
which has meant so much to the ralsing of the desire to struggle
in Barlem, At the same time our party has become known to
thousands of Harlem people, our Harlem units have made new
members and important contacts, and have gained a valuable exp-
erience. Such opportunities do not come often, but 1n every
Negro commu nlty, similar fights, on a smaller scale arp _con-
stantly being waged, and will increasingly develop., But*is only
by belng always among the Negroes, in their organizations, in
their neighborhood, in their homes, making friendships with
them, that the party can be aware 3f what 1s takling place, take
part, stimulate action as far as possible, and bulld itself,
so to speak, into the conscilousness and activity of the Negro
.community. The trade union work 1s a special work that needs
trained and careful handling, but wherever Negroes are pro=-
testing against discrimination in war industf®s, against Jim
Crow in the army, against Jim 6row in the local transport sys-
tem, against discrimination in Federal jobs, against Jim Crow
in sports, against the thousdnd manifestations of American
race prejudice, there the party members must be.. Half-a-dozen
comrades who are active and interested willl, as a rule find,
in the coming period, ample opportunity for making their con=-
tributionx to the struggge, and getting the alm and the atti-
tude of the party known. The work should be done patiently
and steadlly, and then, in a sudden eruption such as the Harlem
Boycott, our comrades will findthemselves wieldlng an Influ-
ence of stimulation, and enjoying a recognition, out of all
proportion to the size of the organization, Which is pre~-
clsely the function of a revelutionary nucleus.

Far the next period, however, "Jobs for Negroes" should
be the practical axis around which our efforts whould resolve,
The Harlem Boycott has shown the tremendous response which '
thlis slogan, in a concrete situation, can evoke. The party
at present has, for the most part, (in action) to follow the
mass movement. We can scarcely pretend to any farce 1in in-
itiating such movements, but the party, if it has the right
contacts, (let us repeat that,) if i1t has made the right con-
tacts, can suggest or propose to a Negro a ganization that
iYinltiate a city-wide local struggle against some particularly
offensive discrimination which is attracting public &ttention,
This %x a branch can do and it would not be revolutionasy if
1t couldn't, A collection of cuttings from the .Negro press, Qo
selegtion from our own articles, on the Harlem Boycott, a copy
of our pamphlet, can form the basis of an approach to a Negro
organization, proposing not that we but that they should start
a mass campaign, and that we would be willing to help, It can
be taken as certain that if any possibilities should develop
in this direction, not only the National Negro Committee but
the Nat. off., will gibe eovery assistance.War k up a spcech or a
good letter and find some influential porson or organization in
your locality and discuss with them the possibilitdes,leaving coples
of the materlals, ' . 92
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THE WAR IN AFRICA

WHAT IS AT STAKE

For many months now we rcad about the war for "dcmosrcey"
in Afrien, It is timc that we brought home concrcteiy to the
Ncgrocs in particular, whot exactly is at stake in thce African
war for "domoeracy". ‘i print below the stntistics of Buro-
pean colonitl possessions in Africc, That 1s what the war is
“about, not "democracy". ‘

T —————

P - Ve shall publish in the June issue of the New International
3 an antlytical erticlc on Europcon Imperinlism and Africa,. After

that the National Negro Department has in mind a 1¢ pamphlet

treating the subject in popular stylc. It is the business of

the revolutionary party to cducatc and to cducate all, We face
- o world crisis, and the more thc great masses undcrstand the

, o interconncction of all aspects of modern 1lifec and the nocessity
- for the world Socinlist Revolution, the better for all concerncd.
Thre 1l¢ pamnhlet however, is mercly a tcntative proposal. Ve

- would 1likc to know what the hHranches think of it., Aftcr they
have had a discussion with the branchcmembers and sympathisers
and friends on the Afrieen si tuntion. The Amcrican Negro of
coursc, likc every other worker bascs his main opposi tion to
war on the crimcs of ‘Zmerican “domocracy" against him, but that
is not the only opposition, nor is it wisc to conccntrate only
on the fact that he is discriminnted egainst. YWe have neglect-

3 ed an cnormous aghktational opportunity (and not only among

4 Negrocs) which has boon ‘orcsented to us, by the importance of

. the war in Africa. Ve must got down te 1t.

The N,I. articlec 2lso will dcal with thc economie prospects
of a victorious Fascism in Africa, and link up thc wholc problcm
of & vast colonial arca with the futurc prospccts of capitalism.
Tt is thus hopecd to initiate n considoration of thce whplc world
problcem today in terms of spcelnl and general intercst to Nogooces,
and to thc problcm of capitalism and soclalism as a wholo,
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Note:

The following article 1s deslgned to be used
as propaganda among our Negro contacts, It nmay
be considered as a special small “"pamphlet" for
circulation, not in general, but among thosec spe-
clal Negro contacts on whom 1t may have a valuable
effect, ’

Extra coples of this article, thercfore, have been

run off and may be secured free in limited quan-
Hilties by those branches requesting 1it.

Editor
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t THE GREAT AFRICAN WAR FOR “DEMOCR.ACY"

What is this "democracy" that they are fighting for in .frica?
This is how 1t stood in 1939 when the war began, Those who had most
of Africa were for Mdemocracy',

® British «frican Colonies Square Miles Total Population
% Union of South Africa 472,550 9,979,000
EQ South West Afrieca 317,725 261,724
f? British South Africa 731,703 3,729,196
g British Bast Africa 716,315 13,864,074
B Zanzlbar Protectorate 1,020 235,428
g Somaliland Protectorate 68,000 344,700
. Brltish West Africa 494,720 - 27,514,785
3 /nglo~EEypt Soudan 969,600 5,728,551
3 Ascenslion Island 34 188
¢ 8t., Helena N 47 4,415
¢ Tristan de Cunha 3 1165
M Scychelles Islands 15860 30,940
¢ Mauritious Island 7200 413,850
i Dependencles 89 _ ' 9,659

1

This 1s Britain's share of the "democracy".

‘?jFronéﬁncglonies

African Morocco (pro- , .
tcctorate 162,120 6,242,706

e Algoria 847,500 . 7,234,684
[ Tunisia 48,313 2,608,313
. French Wost Africa 1,815,768 14,954,190 26,614
Togoland (mandato) 31,893 . 780,497
Camcroon (mandate) 166,489 : 2,516,623
Fr. BEquatorinl Africa 959,256 5,418,066
Rcunlon _ 970 208,858
Madaga scar & Camaros 241,094 4,797,936
Somlliland 8,492 ' 44,240
ey A1) .zgjuﬁglffg

The above is France's piécé of african "democracy ﬂe&gand is
in Africa prcparcd to die for that,
Belgian Congo o

Congo | 902,082 10,240,499
Ruanda & Urindi 20,535 » 3,369,304
)

2 ’
= Little Bolgium had all that "domocracy", And blg Bormany had
I nonc, No wonder Adolf hates “democracy™ and wants to save africa
for Fascism, This 1is what Churchill calls a war for our way of 1lifc,”
¢ for liberty, ctc., cto.. But thosc poor follows, Hitler and Mussolini,
i dldn't have much,

Gorman Colonlcs zZoro
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Italian Colonies: Square liilcs Total Populntion
Ethiopic 550,000 10,000,000 (catimated
Eritrch . 15,754 600,573

Italian Somaliland 194,000 1,300,000

Libya 679,358 850, 250

1,239,112 II::EU:BEO

Mussolinl thinks that hc should have rmch norc, Too nmuch of
his colonices arc dcscrt,. .

Spanish Colonies

Guinca 10,036 / 140,000
ilorocco © 18,350 750,000
Rio Dc Oro & Adrar 109,200 —-——-
Ifni g 965 20,000
Fernando Po, Etc, ' 795 23,816
: 139,346 915,846

Franco is against "democracy" in Africa, He wants sormc of what
Franch has,

Quaking with fcar is 1littlc Portugal:

Portugese Colonies

1

Portuges Gulnea 13,944 415,220

Moxaribique 207,654 4,895,750
Angola 481,226 3,490,200
752,821 8,801,170

So this 1s thc grea t African war for " democracy”. The raw
matcrials, and thc investments and the ifrican labor, Bundles for
Britain, says Rooscvelt., Ncgrocs buy War bonds, says Rooscvlet., To
savc Britain and keep .ifrica cnslaved,

The Workers Party says to both of them, get out. No bundles for
Hitlcr, but no bundlcs for Britaln cither, and we say to thc Itallan
Negro soldicrs, the French and British, "Mihy fight against cach '
othcer? Join arms, lcad your pcoplc, and -throw all out, Hitler,
‘Churchill and Weygand", 4And we say to the white soldicrs in afriea,
"Join your ALAfrican brothcers, show thom you want to fight for frecdon
cverywhere, not only in your own country. Brcak the power of the
Inperianlists in the colonics and then all of you drive against the
impcrialists in Europc; Hitler, Churchill, and all", Difficult?
Ycs, difficult. But the only woy out, Tbn million didd last tine,
trying to do things thelr way. It sottled nothing. Why not try
the rcvolutionary way this time? You will have to sooncr or later,
so thc sooncr the better, and if you cantt do it immediately, ot
lcast think about 1t, and preparc for it," .

Britain and Francc have ncarly all, and Germany has nonce. That
is the sfrican war for "democracy'. Whnt docs Hitleor want colonics
for? What docs Britain get oqut of them? What does the natlve
african get out of 1t? Read the June Issuc of THE NEW INTERN..TION..L.
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