The communication discussed in the follow_ing letter is attached
Avgust 21, 1945

Robert Shermang
Denver, Colorado

Dear Comrade Sherman,

I have been instructed to reply to your letter of Auguét 13, 1945 which
was read and discussed at the last meeting of the Political Committee.

We understand fully your bheing disturbed at tho kind of ®stories" that
~ appear to be circulating in some quarters within the Party. They arc the
product of the school of petty-bourgeoils gossiping and rumor-mongering that
has long afflicted the revolutionary working-class movement, but which every
serious revolutionist has taken good care to stamp out of the movement as
a corroding menacc. The %stories" you have heard arc typical examples, and,
wo are glad to nail theose wretched lies and slanders for what they aree.

1. The Active Workers! Conference was called in response to an urgent
4 and no-longer--postponeable need of the Party. It had been congemplated for
3 some timo, on a decision made by the November, 1944 plenum session of the
National Committec, and was held off for onc tcchn:.cal reason or another,

It was finally called on the date 'scheduled by the unanimous dccision of the
Political Committee., Jvery single member of the Political Committee, without
exception, voted for the Active Workers®' Conferencc, and voted, likewise,
for the date on which it was convoned., Not one smgle neriber of the pPolitical
Committee proposed that a regular Nationel Convention be called in place of
the Active Workers! Conference, Thesc are not "opinions" about the factse
These are the facts themselves as rccorded in the minutes of the P.Ce

2 2., The second.lie, and slander to boot, is that the Political Committee

or the National Committee intends so gross a violation of its trust as would-

4 be involved if it did not call the next convention within the time prescribed
by the Party constitution. No momber of either Committee has voiced or even
indicated such an intention. The facts, as recorded in our official minutes
are that at its last plenary session, the National Committee of the Party
decided to settle the qucstion of the next regular National Convention at

the coming meeting of the National Committece, which is to take place later

this year. No contrary proposal or motion was made by any member of the

2 National Committee. No member of the National Committee - and it is theso
members who are in & position to know - made any charge that the Committee,
or any nember of it, comtemplated a violation of the Party Constitution on
this (or any other) point. Thc cdomrade, or the oncs who ®informed® -him,
is a malicious and irresponsible falsifier.

3. What is meant by Comrade "Johnson,..being isolated” is not clear
to us, Comrade Johnson occupies, unfortunately, a special position which
ecopels him and us to regulate his activity accordingly. Wherever possible,
Comrade Johnson has spoken before the membership and spoken without let or
hindrance. C.mrade Johnson was assigned to teach two sessions of a class
organized by a trade-union fraction in Philadelphia. Comrade Shachtman 4 4d
not go therc "immediately aftervards to counteract his effect. what ¥effect
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was Shachtman or anyone else supposed to counteract? Comrado Cuolidge, how-
cver, vas assigned to attend the class for the following sessions. The class
for scveral technicel roasons, could not continue. But Coolidge was able
to, and did, meet with the fraction for its specific trade-union work, with
which he is exceptionally well acquainted, and for vhich reason hec was given
this special assignment., Your rumor-mongers are not only slanderers, but
clunsy oncse

4, The story about the alleged "isolation" of Comrade Allen falls into
the samc cotegory as the story about the alleged "isolation® of Cograde
Johnson. Not 2 single document written by Comrade Allen has been refused
publication in any periodical for which it was intended or requested. There
was a delay in the publication of one of comrade Allen's documents, as has
been the case with other documents in the past, but the delay was occasioned
only by techaicel difficulties. Comrade Allen is not at present employed by
the party for reasons it deems entirely adequate and reasonable, and is not
due to Comrade Allen having volunteered to leave full time party workes A4As
to the nature of Comrade Allen's private wor, the Political Committeec has
not had and does not have any responsibility for it, nor has tho Committee
raised any objection to the work of Comrade Allen.

D, Wheghow or not thore hag been any "development of theory?, is for
every party member to judge for himself. The views of the leading comrades
on trLis score has been expressed frequently and publicly, and requires no
reiteration here. That WShachtmon does not writet 1s, as you know, a little
exaggerateds That ho ®does not let Johnson write,? is contemptible falce
hood, first, because comrade Johnson has had full freedom, like any other
comrade, to develop his views in writing, both in the internal and public

., press; second, because not a single one of Comrade Johnson's writings has

been refused publication; third, becmase Shachtman has neither the desire
nor the power "not to let" Johnson or anyone else write; and fourth, because
if Shachtman or anyone glso sought to arrogate such a power to himself he
would be dealt with by the membership, beginning with the Political Committee
in a manner he deserves.

6. The slanderous identification of the Morganizational point of viewt#
of Shachtman (by which the slanderers mean, in this case, the Workers Party)
and of Caamnon (by which is meant the SWP) can also be answered by any party
comrade who knows anything about the two organizations. The most recent
refutation of such a calumny is the tribute paid by the SWP opposition to
our Party, a party vhose regime and methods the Opposition is sufficiently
well adquainted with to appreciate in comparison with the half-Stalinist
regime that obtains in the SWp.

fhe most poisonous aspect of this gossip and slander is the manner in
vwhich i$ is disseminated, Responsible critics, whether right or wrong,
have their say in the party publicly. Thgy confront those whom they criti-
cize and confront them openly and honestly. They make their criticisms in
such places and in such a woy as makes it possible to hold them respdnsible
for the criticisms, This is the serious Bolshevik method. First, jt glves
thosc who are criticized an opportunity to defend themsclves, ‘o acknowlodge
an error where one has been made or to refute & folgification where one haa
been uttored. Second, bty confronting the critic with theons eriticiced,
the party membership has the only pos 1ble opportuni’cy to f ind out v'ho is
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' right and who is wrong, who is lying and who is telling
the truthe Third, the critic can be held to his criticisn, and held to it
strictly; otherwise, he can go on freely and forever without ever having to
be called to accounte. .

The petty-baurgeois rumor-and-gossip-monger kecps to the dark corridors,
to the slanders vhispered behind the hand, where nobody but his victim can
hear him, and above all where the object of his criticism can make no reply =
no reply of any kinde In this woy, the internal life of the movement is
poisoncd; politics becomes impossible;. discussion is beside the point;
cliquism takes the place of political education and struggle of idecasy Q=
pinions are not decided by a froe and full exchange end even conflict of
ideas, but only by unanswered, and unanswerable ( because unknowm) gossipe:

The National Cormittec accepts, as part of its duty and tasks in edu-
cating the workors and youth who have been attracted to our party, a struggle
-against all these forms and manifestations of un~political &nd un-~principled
cliquism vhich make up fifty to ninety percent of the "lifé" of petty-bour-
geoig and bourgeois politicse.

With best party greetingsy
- ' Max shachtman
. Postscripts I nay now add that this letter was approved ‘by‘ unanimous vote

of the Political Comm. present at which were Allen, Cvolidge, Craine, Gates,
Jojinson,. Lund, Neving, Shachtman, and Stevense.
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Avgust 13, 1945

National Cormittee
Workers Party

Dear Conrades,

"It is regrettable that a letter of this Vsort mst be written.

¥Conrade pave Miller has returned from Phil adelphia bringing the
following storiess

1. That the calling of the Active Yorkers Conference was deliberately
engineered so as to avoid holding a regular convention thus precluding any
st ruggle with Comrade Johnson on his views«

- 2 That the convention will not be held within the prescribed time
violating constitutional provishon.

3¢ That J’ohnson is being isolated. At first he was refused permission
to visit Philadelphia but finally was allowed to go, with Comrade Shachtman
being sent there immediately afterwards to counter-act his effect. )

4. That Conmrade Allen is béing isolated. His documents were refused
publication.. The fact that he is now "only a salesmen" is ovidenco of how
he has farod, ' '

5. That there has been no development of theory. That Shachtman does
not write and does not let Johnson write. 4

6« That from an organizational point of view there is no’ besic diffex\-
ence between Shachtman and cannon.

Is it necessary to mention with what .ens'uing disturbance, if not out-
right alarm, these stories reacheg¢ here? It is felt that the material cone
tained herein is sufficiently serioms to merit your attention. :

WFraternally,

®Robert Sherman®,Denver
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