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The vast gap betwaen the alvanced stage of development of American economy
~and the political buclkyuedneas of the fmerican working class has long been tho
outstanding, over-all contradiction that falrly leaps to the eyc of the Marxist
-obsorvaer of the Amorican cconous : Lo -

v On tho Continent, thoc appcarance of the modern labor movement was from its
outset a politically independent rovement in the form of the Social Democratic
-particse In Englond, the trede unions oxistod on a nerrow craft basis for do-
‘cades boforc tho appearanco of tho modorn industrial orgonizations at the turn
of tho century., Theso, howover, brought in their wako almost immediatoly the

,'orga.nization of the Labhor Party.
.. - The porsistent failure of the American labor movcmont to produce a party

f its om, dospitec many indications in that dircction at various times, roe
mains a challonge to ‘tho Marzistst ability, both as historical and thoorotical
analysists and as political stratogistse Out of this problem has becn born tlo
“controversy over the attitude of the w.rx:sts toward the formation of a labor
Party, 1e.0e¢ o party forned on the bazis of the oxisting economic organizations

,of tho working classs

.~ gn the peri.od ‘beforo forld War ¥, the Marxists in the 50cia.lﬂ.st Party, then
\,having o meoborship of some 100,000, vicwed any Laber Party tendencios as a
‘rival to their party and an ob.,tuclo to tho development of a socialist ‘conscious-
noss among thoe workors. with the oplit in tho Socialist rovoment at tho ond of
the war and the docline in influecnco of the Socialist Party, a tromendous wave
of pro-Imbor Party sentinent dovelopad in the trade wnions under tha influence
of progrossives like MNockels and Fltzpatrick of the Chicago Feloration of laber
and many Socialist trado unionlsts. This movenent posod many complicatoed prob- -
lems for the young Corywnigt Poarty, just crerging fron ite strugzsle against
ultre~leftisn and "undergroundien®s  Under tho guidance of the now notorious
John Popper, representative of the fomintern in this country, tho Corwvnmist
‘Party was token through a sories of hair-raising twists and turns in an atterpt
to place tho party at the head of the Labor Porty movoment. - The mamuovers of
Pepper resulted in landing the porty in an opportunist nire from which only the -
drastic intoervention of the Corrmmist Intcrnational could oxtricate ite Tho
WPRepport exporirents in Lobor Partyism loft o bad taste in the mouths of all
,M‘arxists which colored their Judgmeat of the lebor Party question as a wholce

L Mhe Left Opposition (Trotukyists) were organized in 1929 on a progran
tha.t included opposition to thoe slegon for o Labor Party. Tho moribund stato
in which tho trade unions had O.uSCO"ldf’d following the immediato post-war period
‘and their furthor decline with thoe beginning of tho depression, gave good o
rcason to belicve that the Armerican working class would go through a tarpostus
ous political devclolament wiich would lead dircctly to the creation of a ross
revolutionary partie hon tho Trotskyists gave up the Corrmmist International
‘as hopolossly deo-oncratoi and callad for tho crecation of new revolutionary '
parties, they toclf to tho tactic of ontering the Socialist Party to fuse with
its sizablo left wing. Their viow of tho Labor Party ronainod unchangeds The . -
perspoctive was still for a rapid politicalization of the massos outsido of tho
trade union novereat which would 11\1!* up m.th o crca.tion of the ncw_ rovolue

tiomnr par’t,z. ,
Howuvcr, wo events cccurrad which roquired tha.t thc, rovolutionary Harzists‘:




reoypming their on the Labor Party cucetions fThe firet was the organircoe
E tion of tho CI0. This resultcd in the appearamce, aliwost ovornight, of mili-
tant, industrial unions, based on tho mass production indvstrioes, cmbracing

£ millions of membors and with a political intorest beoyond any known in tho AWL,
- The socond wag tho expulsion of the Trotskyists from the Socialist Party without
- the prospcct of achicving in the foregs:acablo futurc a sufficiontly largo mass
“bage for their own poarty to channelize tho politicalization of the workers in

.. & revolutlonarty partye

. With tho organization of tho Trotskylests in the Socialist Workors Party
. in 1938, tho Lrbor Party quostion camo up for roconsideoration from the angle of
- -our rolatlons to tho American Labor Pazty that had been formed wmdor tho loader=
‘ship of the necd’: trados unions in Now York City and of our rclations to tho
“national OI0 political movement in support of tho Now Deal, then lmown as
Labort s Non-Partison Lcoguo, fThe roappoarance of tho Labor Party quostion cow o
incided with the discussions on the trans:.tional Progran 1nitio.t0d in our ranks =

*g_‘by courade Trotslkye

mrotsky posed the lLaber Party quﬂstion in an ontiroly new 1ight for our
movemnt. Tho old argunent procoded fron tha assumption thot tho Labor Party - -
would be a reformist party and that thorefore a slogan for tho Labor Party had
“to bo a slogan for o rafornist Inbor Partys -Protsky riddlod this concopt by
linking the slogan for a Liabor Poarty with our tronsitional program. Ho pointod
. out that revolutionists who call for tho workers to oroate a party of thelr own
. also advance a prograri for that party. The revolutionists, thercfore, tale no
rosponsibility for a Labor Party other than onc that baseg itself upon thoir
prograns, It was thic concept of the slogon for tho crcation of o Labor Party

-, that was projposed to cur party and auoptcd, by roforondum vote, in 1928,

: The opnosition to the Liaber Party slogan was lod bty Comrade Draper, who
offered a counter rcmolution for the continuation of the old position of opposi-

tion to the Labor Party slogan.

whelning votoe ) . ’

. Whon tho Socialist Yorkors Party split in 1946 and the ﬁorlicrs P’drty wag
_-formed, the lattor basoed itsolf upon tho Laror Party rosolution of 1938+ This
renained tho guido to our L.cui*ntics on this question until 1944 whon tho quose-

adopted a resolution reaffirming our support of the Labor Party slogana

- Thie colloction of \ocumnte on tho question contains the Majority and
__tho Dropor resolutions Loth for the 1933 rofcrendun and for the 1944 convontlons
~ Wo cormend these docuneants to the closc study of all party mombers and studonts

quest ions facing the Marzists in the United Statose

Ernost Er'ber : SRR
National Educatioml Director R

-ii-* R

The rmajority rocolution was adopted by an over- '

tion was ogain brought boforo tho party by Comrade Draopere The 1944 convention e

of the American labor movenuat as an introduction to cno of the crucial pohtical {;:
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1938: THE PARTY ADOPTG ITS PRESENT POSITION (FOR A LAROR PARTY)

W;...Lu..- "

(Following ore °twe dosumonts from tho 1938 discussion,
in which tho Party adopted its prosent pro-Lobor Party
position, Tho first is the resolution of the Natlonal
Cormittee Majority, which was edopted by a refcrondum
vote of the party; followed by the Minority resolution
vhich sought to maintain the cxisting policy. The dis-
cussion in tho Party which procoded the vote on these two
“rosolutions took place not only in tho branches but also

. 1in the publio prosse In particular tho Now Intornational
-oarricd both sides, ' . . o ..

ke

aws
)

THE MAJORITY RESOLUTION -~ FOR A LABOR PARTY

The decline of Amcrican onpitelism and tho social orisis onsuing thero-
from heve alroady called forth tho groatest traode~union orgoanizing onmpaign in
American history, which brought with it a wave of striko struggles unprocodentod
in scopoe and revolutionary inplications (tho sitedowrm strikos). At tho samo.
~timo the cxperiences and rcsilts of these horculean cfforts of tho Americon
proletariat have domonstrnted the inadcquacy of the puroly economie struggle to
sclvo ovon the most prossing irmediato problems of tho workers. Tho precipi-
tous docline in ceconomy, as o rosult of tho new orisis, adds now millions to
tho ranks of the unemployod, eanccls out the goins of the strilke victories and-
oven throatons the oxistonce of tho newly built trado unions. Instinetively
sonsing the inandcquacy of trado-unionlsm alono under theso ciroumstanoces, the
workers have begun to turn in million-masses toward politicel anetion, Tho fur-
thor dovelopment of tho orisis is cortain to strongthon this tendency.

The organizod participation of tho workors in politics undor the acgls
of Lobor's Non-Partisan Leaguo reprosonts a profound derarture from the old
~ Gompera sochool o' labor politics, although on the surface tho two may eppour :
to be 4dentionl. In tho past the labor buroaucrasy confinod itsclf to "ondorsing"
this or that "fricnd of lsbor" on tho capitalist party tickots.x In the 1936
prosidentiol olcctions, and in virtually all munipipal ond stato olections since,
wo have secn for tho first timo e systomatic and inerecsingly determined offort
to organize ond mobilize tho political strongth of tho workors as a single unit.
This now movoment, reproscnted by tho LN.P.L,, must bo charnctorizod ns o )
_stage in tho devclopmont of the lebor movemont fram comploto subsorvionecc to -
-tho political partios of big capital to on indcpondent party .of tho workors, ' E

- The fact that tho movoment as yot romains within tho formal framowork S ]
~of tho Democratic Party is in part duc to the conscious westrictions placed R
upon it by the burcaucracy and in port to tho es-yot uncloar aims of tho masses. .~ t
On tho other hand, the Incrensing sggrossivoness of this movemont on tho poli-
tienl ficld, end its mounting domands for moro concessions and ropresentetion

- for labor = an attitude which has nlroandy impc lled the workers in important
local instences to put up indopendont or scmi-indepondont tickots —— tostify
“to.tho profound impulsc of the masses of workers townrd complotely independent
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political qotion. This inpulao is progressivo ond muut consciously and dOlibﬂ ;,
erntoly bo aided ot overy stop by the Soolalist Workers Party.

Parallol with the developing scntimcnt for an 1ndopendont party of the
workors, ond in large mcasuro interfusod with it, thero is a powerful trond in - |
- the diroction of a now bourgools liberal party des;gnod to include and swallow . -
- up the incipiont movemont of the workeirs for indepondont labor political aotions -
Under further prossure of the social orisis this trond oon ond most 1likely will -

- plso gain strength, tho present Democrotie Party may be split wide opon and o
. ncw party of tho democcroatie bourscols front emergo, with the labor bureauerancy
- oocupying a promincnt though politiocally subordinate plaso, Agninst such a
dovolopmont, as against the present attompts of tho burenueracy to subordinate
“the workers to tho Domocratic Party,\woe counterpose the slogan of 1ndopendont
labor political action through a labor party.

" clont account of tho new dovelopments «in the labor movement espcoially in
their politioal: aspocts, and fell into the error of repeating abstroot formulos-

hod become obsoleto, It is nocossary now to roconsider tho question and to moko
o radioal chango in our tactics in regord to tho doveloping lobor party movement.
Over o period of years we have discussod and debated this question with tho op-
portunists only in tho abstracts That could not be otherwlse, boonuse noither
o labor party nor a formidable movemont for its oroation was anywhere to be sccn,
-.In these discussions we saw only two aspecta of tho quostion == o labor party

- which did not exist in reality, but which tho opportunists sought to.suck out

. of their fingers, or o possiblo fully dovelopod labor party some time in tho

_ future., Wo now have to goar cur practical activity toward a third and hitherto
insufficiontly approclated aspeot of the question =~ namely, a poworful mass

- movement in the diroction of tho labor porty which has not yot tekon o clearly
8efined shape. Wo have always soid thot, confronted with o fully doveloped
~lobor party, basod on the trade unions, wo would take o positive attitude toward

. it dnd most likely partieipato in 16, Wo aro now confronted with tho nocessity

~ o8 concretizing this goneral point of viow and of taking o direct part in tho
present developing movement for & labor party ond of working with all our
atrength to push 1t on the road of 1ndepondenoe.

- .- .The question of the 'attitude toward on oxiating labor pnrby has never
been o quostion ©of prinociple for rovolutionary Marxists. No moro should our

~ attitudo toward a genuino mass movoment for a labor party bo so considered. In

. our tactios we have alweys takon our point of dcparture from tho concroto poli-

. tdecl 2ituntion and tho tondenoies of ivs dovelopnmont. Scveral years ago, be~

“ foro the crisis of 1929 and oven lator, until the appenranse of the CIO, we

- oould have hopod that the rovolutionary, that is, the Bolshovik parhy'would do~
volop in tho United States parallel to the radicalization of the working class

~and sucoced evontunlly in boooming tho hond of it. Under those conditions 4t

would have been cbsurd to occupy oneself with abstract propaganda in favor of

an unheralded "Lobor Party", ;

The situaticn sinco that time, hcwevbr, has radically changed and it

. would be fnoxcusablo to close our oycs to it, The powerfully developing trado
‘unions under tho conditions of a deoponing orisis of oapitalism will projoot

themselves oll tho more irrosistibly upon the road of politinal strugglo and upon

tho rood of erystallization into n labor party.

‘ If tho offioial lenders of tho trade wunions 1n spito of the imperious
voice of the situation ond tho growing prossure of tho mnsscs prosorve n ro=
sorved position on tho quostion of a {gbor p%rty, it 1s prooisoly hoocauso the

&80

At tho timo of our natiomal convenbion /Pec.31,18877, we took insuffi-

on tho quostion of tho lpbor party which, in the light of groat now developments, S
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decp socdal erisiz of bourgoois sosiobty now imparts to tho quostion of tho lubor
party o considercbhly groator sharpness than in oll precoding periods,

Noverthcloss wo con with sufficiont assurnnco prediot that the rosist-
nnco of thc buroaucracy wlll be brokon, Tho movomunt in favor of o labor purty
will eontinuo to growe A rovolutionary organization occupying in relatioen to
this progrcasive mavement a nogntive or neutrally expeectant position will doom 1t~
gclf to isolation and soctarian degoneration. ' <y,

Tho Socizlist Workers Party, scetion of the Fourth International, clear~
ly reclizos the foct -that in virtue of unfavorablo historical roasons its own
dovelopment langged bohind the radicalizotion of wide layors of the American pro-
lotariat "and precisoly becauso of this tho problem of creating o lebor party is
placod upon tho order of the day through the whole courso of dovelopment,

Consequently, the Socinlist Workers Porty gives positive and unambiguous
support to the labor party movenent in gerercl and to all its local monifesta-
tions, It supports the affiliction of trado unions to Lobor's Non-Partisan
Leaguc as well as to lceal units of the movement having an indopendent or scmi-
indopendent form (Formor~Labor Party of Minnosota, American Labor Party, cto.)
and, in favorablo circumstances, tho Fntional Cormittoo nuthorizes its mombors
to join branches of thesc bodies basod on individual momborship. :

Whilo the Social Demuerats, Lovestoneites, eto,, advosnto o labor or
farmor-lobor party with a purely roformist progrom and more or leas eonfine
thomselves to unprincipled top combinations under cover of this slogan, =~ tho
Socinlist Workors Party advancos 1ts program of tronsitional domands in order to
fructify the mass movoment in favor of a laeber party and lead 4t in o rovolu~
tionary directionm,

Prosorving its own full organizational and politicel indepondonce, tho
Socinlist Workors Party carrles on systematic and irrcecneiloblo struggle
agoinst tho trado unim burcaucroacy which resists the croation of a lobor party,
or attempts to convert it into an auxiliary woapon of ono of the bourgeois
partiess Expleining and propagandizing its progroam of treonsitional demands in -
the trede unions, at moetings, and so forth, the Socinlist Vorkers Party indefat-
igobly oxposos on tho basis of the living exporicnoc of the masses tho reformist
and pacifist illusions of tho trade union burosucroecy ond its Social Democratic
and Stelinist nllics,. S ) :

¥hon and how the labor party will bo formed, what scope and mass buse
it will ncquiro in tho period nhoad-and through what stages and splits it will
pass, the future will disclosc, Dofending the labor party from tho attack of
tho bourgeoisic, tho Socialist Workers Party dcos not and will not, howover,
take upon itself uny responsibility for this party. In relation to tho labor
party in oll stages of ibs dovelopment, the Socinlist Workers Party occupics o
eritical position, supports the progressivo tendencies against the reactionary,
and at thc samo timo irreconeilably oritieizos the helf-way charactor of these
progressivo tondenoies. For tho Sceialist Workers Party tho lobor party should
on tho one hard bocome the arena for rocruiting rovolutionary clements, on tho
other n transmissive mochanism for influcneing over widor circlos of workers.
In %ts very osscnoe tho labor party ean prescrvo progressive significance only
during a comparativoly short transitionnl poriod, Tho further sharpening of tho
revolutionary situation will inovitably bronk the sholl of the labor perty and
pernit the SWP to rally around the bannor of tho Fourth Intornational tho revow-

lutionery vanguard of tho Amorican prolotnriot. ‘ 65‘3‘
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A THE HINORITY RESOLUTION -~ AGAINST A L.BOR PARTY

' ' ~ Hal Draper -
B (1) The problen of the lobor party is o prcblem of cur stratogy and
E tnotioa in tho poriod of oopitalist dooline, and more specifiocally, in the pres-
£ ont poriod of the death agony of inter*m’cional copitalism and the chronie social
- orisis of Amorican onpitalisms ‘
- : We must solve tho series of questions that arise with regard to (a) the
objective significance of labor partics in this period; (b) the implementing of
- ‘our Transitional Program so as to moke 41t a rool force in the upsurge of tho
- American ‘workors and in order to steor thoir developmort inbo rovolutionmary chan-
. nelss and (o) the working out of positive tactics in reaching and irflucncing
in our direction tho scotions of the working olass which aro troaking away from
their old-party ties and groping for indepondent cless action.

THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE LABbR PARTY MOVEMENT

(2) The leadership of tho Lobor!s Non-Par'"iltm Leaguo movement is ot
prosont intent upen continuing its prosent course of talling the old ocopitallst.
portics -- 1.0,, the 0ld policy of ' rewarding friends and punishing onemies” in
new, orgonizod, form, It is not oxcluded that they will continue to rerain
- within the bounds of this polioy. Tho more probeble outccme, and the one upon
which tho LNPL loadors thomsolves are banking, is that e roaligmment within tho
old porby set=up will load to a conlition betweon the LNPL forces and o split-off
"loft wing" of the Domocratic Party (plus evon Republican olements) == to form
a charactoristic third-party novenont, o bourgools Demceratle Front,.

The mass basis, of such a party would still be tho trade unions affili-
~ated to tho LNPL, bestraddled by the gonerals=withoub-an~army of the Left Demo-
orate, sido by side with the LNPL loadors as the loft faco of the thirdeparty
leadership., The obhjootive driving forco of such n split wowuld bo precisely tho
‘sharpening of the soocinl orisis, loading to differonces in the ranks of tho
bourgeoisio on how to dool with it, the "loft wing" secking the sheltor of the
- politically conserv'rbivo lobor forces. , .

(3) But if such a DNemoorstic split falls 4o nature repidly onough, and
11' the mevemont for indopendent action anong tho warkors threatcens to go over
tho heads of the LNPL loadoers, oh the way to rovolubionary action, thon the
stimulus will bo present for the formn.tlrion by tho LNPL of their own independent
party on a notional soale, roluctantly pushod ahoad by pressure from bolow to
the formation of tho famous "irdepsndont lsbor party,” It is out of such cin~-
ditions than an "indopendent labor party" would arisc. oo

(4) This is why it is superficinl and false to boliove thnt the signifi-
ocanoc of en independent lebor party would eppear as a spur to the dovelopment of
political olass~consciousness on the part of the workers, Tho rolotionship is
the other way round: an 1rdopendont LNPL party would boe tho ddstarted reflooticn

Nor is it truo that it would in its turn stimuloto further advance in
polltioal consciousnesss On thoe contrary, its reason-for-oxistonco would be to
utilizo the now form in order to stom tho flocd and siphon it hack into safo
channols, It 1s the old trick of mislondorship: running nround in front of the

L o

of tho workers' adyaneing consclousnoss, not itz gouso or stimulus. -

nassos in order to head thom off, , - 68-2-
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them from enpitalist politics, doos not mean its role is morely ono of futility.
The vacuum from which tho progrossive significanco of a labor party hns fled, 1is
filled with n rcactionary contont,

Tho ostpblishment of such n politienl machine mogns o positive obstacle
o tho road of the dcvelopment of the workers, n positivo onomy of the rovolu-
tionary movemont. Itas positively renctionary charactor manifests itself on all
the ficlds vital to tho intorests of the working olass, Tith the threat of a
now war overhanging, it oannot oven nllow itself tho verbal denunciation of
cepitalist woar which tho Sccond Intornational bofore tho war could afford, but

_must appear oponly as a soclal-patriotic rooruiting maochine and propogandist

eriong the workors, partly oven deliboratoly founded for the proparation of tho
notionel union. . : .

To tonch tho workors now to look upon such on orgenization os tho con-
ter ‘and rallying point for the pelitionl movemont of the working oless (l.e.,
to advocate tho formatim of a labar party wherc nono ‘oxists) moans to make it

: 01l the harder, dn time of war, to broak tho workers oway from their allegicnse
V tOit. . ! : . ] .

(9) £t o tine when the 0ld two-party system is broaking up, it is pos-
sible for a lobor party to ashieve an orgonizationanl, formel independensce from
the two 0ld machines, But politically, it oen only gravitate within tho orbit
of third-party politics. R : ‘

3

» The P.Ce Mojority agfeea thatvif‘the LNPL forees formod o party in con-
1ition with tho left Democrats, it would mean o third party. Rut if tho LNPL

s foroed to form their party without theso allies, what basic differonce would

thore be botwoen the two varignts? In program? eupport of capitalism? mothods?
nass basls? Why would ono be progressivo and not the other? It is true that

- significant difforences would oxist ~- for oxample, o party formed by tho LNPL

alone would bo more scnsitive to working class pressuro (Just as tho Communist
Party is,morc sensitivo t6 this pressuro than Rooscvelt); etcs, == but thesc do

"not determino the question of its progressivo or ronstionary charactor; and in

notion thoy wauld dictato a differont taeticnl approach, not a difforent osti-

‘moto of its objostive significanco,

THE TRANSITIONAL PROGRAM AND THE LABOR PARTY

(10) What conolusion nust we draw with regard to the labor party from
our estimate of tho prescnt social orisis and our advoency of o transitional
progran? On the negative side, tho presont orisis sharpens the outlines of the
breocding enalysis, Vhero bofore the "abstraoct" nnalysis of tho period, of cap-
1talist declino pointed to the reactimary character of o lobor=party formation,
the presont oonorete eircumstances roinforce tho conclusion. Or == is o lnbor
party recetionary whon it is morely o question of eapitalist dooline, but

becames "progressive" whon this deoline tokes evor more intonsified forms?

(11) But it is tho positlive conclusions from tho Transitional Program
whioh point our road, The decponing socicl orisis in tho United States diectates
to the revolutionary party the need for o progran for tho masses that goes bo-
yond the immediate dononds cloboruted herctofore, that goes outside the framowork
of eapitelisn. Convulsive uphoavals in tho coning poriod hold forth the possi-
bility for the revolutionary party to advanoco- in bold strides forward with greot
gains in influonce and merbership -- PROVIDED that wo know how to (a) make this
program a living force in tho direot nass action of the workors, and (b) on the

.

~ politiocal fiold, on the basis of tho oxporicnoes of the strugglo, guido the
" politicanl lessons whioh tho workers drow toword tho necossity of revolutionary

- -6 - N ; »» : / G#EB“'



(5 ) It is important to Alstinguish tho progrossivL end reactionary clc-

rments in such developments, " On the one hand, thoro is tho fact that n swing i
- sentiment by sections of the werking class awey from the old ocpitalist pxrties
and toward independcnt unl;ti~~1 netion manifosts o progressive subjootive devel-
opment on their part. This we hall «- this reprosents o -stage in tho devolopment
of the subjc~tive "““~00“uitlon" cf tho rovolution, But 1% 1o a foot that the
samo progressive "lll ctivo dovolopnent is presont whon e workor broeks with the
" Demoeratic Party ond jeins tho Cormunist Party booause ho looks on it as o working
class party; similer oxamples eun bo givon., The fact that thore is a progressive
sentimont afoobt deces nok insurc that it will not bo corraled into a reaetionary
chemnol (eny moro then a sincoro hatred of fascism insurcs it will not take the

form of support of war against Germany).

Wo must distinguish sharply botween (a) the progrossive character of
the politieanl-cction sentinont among the workers, and (b) the reastionary char-
actor of tho lobor-party form into whioh it is erystallized. The former has an
cxtromoly important effcct upon our tactioal steps, as wo shall show; the latter
dotormines our basic strategloal approach. _

OUH.BAS c ST?A"EGIGAL APTROACH

(6) The basic question which must guidg cur policics is: Con o labor .
party play a progrossive rolet This quostion oannot be answered by the mechani-
cal appliocation of prineiples which apply any time, anywhero. It is dotermined
by our analysis of the prosont cro of eoapitalist development, o

v When capitalism was expanding economioeally, the lobor party eould rally
large masses of workers about tho' strugglo for immcdinte demands, which the
hourgeoisio wns able to yield. In this postewnr poriod of deolining onpitalisn,
however, this possibidity no longer oxists; tho bourgeoisic must rothor with-
drow than grant further conscssions, Even the successful struggle for immediato
demands requiros reveluticnary oricnbation., With the intonsifieation of the
soclal ecrisis, whatever immediato gains or victorios arc registored, aro cancolled
out by the dovelopment of thc erisis itsolf,

Whoro onco a reformist politicol party acting within tho framework of
capitalism had on indepcndent rolo to play in organizing the working class for
irmediate concessions, today tho only working elass progranm which is actually
indepondent of the ocapitnlist class is the revolutionary program. Todey o labor
party, like overy other politicnl formation, is eonfréntod with the harsh altor-
notivos =~ dofensc of capitalism or the fight for soeialilsm; +tho possibility
of findirg footing in o middle ground 4is no longor thero,

(7) The old type of progrem which, in a diffeorent perfiod, provided this

niddle ground has now boen token over by thc most enlightenoed section of tho
bourgeolsic itsclf =- the "loft" Mew Doal Demoorats. It is precisoly beeonusc

the reformist labor lcuders have no essentinl political indepondenco from this
program that thore is no objective basis for their politicql indcpendence from
cepitnlist politics in gencral. Under such clrounstonces, "soparating the workors
from all capitalist polities" iz more and more equivalent to == leading them in
a revolutionary direceticn,

A lobor party born under these auspices is marked from birth: to tio
the workers to capitalist polities through now forms, dividing this labor with
the left variotics of hourguois polities (Roosoveltinn demagogy,ctos).

(8) To say hewcver that o lskor party onn do nothing to solvo oven the
most immediately pvess*r\r problems of the workers and that it cannot soparato, 83
'5- ) ,
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organizatien, of rcvolutionory politios,

- (12) How will our progrom toke held in tho workors' mass movement?
The Tremnsiticonal Program prepares tho woy for putting the quostion of power on
the agende, The nein 1ine which the party must follow in implementing the
Trensitional Progrem is to teach the waorkers the rocessity of dopending on
thelr o oxbro-parliamontary strongth and orgenization -- ‘vertainly not to .
tcach thonm to dcpend upon, or hold to any prusent 11lusions in, the ebility of
o labor party to carry out this Transitional Progrem. Vhat organizationnl forms
must we strive for to sarry out the Transitional Program? VUnder Scction A of
tho Notionol Rotion thesis (Econonic Demonds): “Tho organizations best fitted
to cope with the problens of workers control at the poirt of produstion are the
shop-cormittees. 'Evory offort must be oxorted to organize tho shop-oommittecs,
which may beoono orgons of duanl power in tho fhotory and the ducleus of soviots,
as tho crisis takos on a revolutionary character in tho future," =--- Under Sec-
tion B (The Struggle Against Frseisnm): the organization of tho Workers Defenso
Guard, the workers militlo, === In Scotion ¢ (Struggle Against War): +the noed

" for extra-parliamentary organizotion, hore most immodiately counterposed to tho
- - perapective of a labor party, 18 mest obvious, =-- Seotion D (tho slogan of o

Workers Government) means for us, a8 the form for which wo strive, o workers'
government basod upon the councils of workers and farmers, Although the workers
may have to pass through the experience of a labor party gov»rnnenu, we must
‘roalize tho gonger of oursclves glving this contont to tho slogan, in our own
agitation, -- Cerefully the party must lead the workers through the experiences
of tho shop~-cormittoes, tho Workers Defonse Guard, otc., to the orention of
‘councils of workers and farmers, ond toword tho nntlonal consolidation of these
extra-parliomentary organs of strugglc as the orisis matvres., That is the couraso
which we rust set in notion among tho mnsses to eounteract tho people's-frontisnm
ond democrotic front of the Stalinists and liberals, If this is the main line
we put bofore the massos, our main lirc in politieal ngitation is also to keop

Y boforo tholr cyes tho necessity for rcvolutionery organization, We cannod poins

both toward soviets and o reformist lobor party as the means of corrying out our
revolu*iunary Transitional Program. . \ '

, (13) The party ronks rust understand this preciscly as our main 1in0.
The groat gap betweon the objoctive requircmeonts of tho situantion and the stb-
Jective stage of devolopment of the workors requires that we tako the path of
tho transitionnl program in an effort to hurdle the coursc of reformist politioal
developmont which tho Ameriean working class had Yo go through.

But tho baokwardnoss of tha American workers impcrativoly demands that

- we supplemont this strotogy with a positivo program of ‘tactisal steps within

the lebor pnrty nmovemont. Just as on the extra~-pariiameniary flold, wo launch

slogans which, sterting from the deaire for independent politieal olass aotion,

arc designed to tonch thom through experience that tho labor party eannot bring
them a step forward, that our position is corroot, that thoe woy out lies in

our dircction,

TACTIGS IN THE LABOR PARTY MOVELMENT

(14) our labor party pollcy up to novw is inadoqucte for our presont
nocds for two reasons: ® first, becouse it was not linkod with o program for
bringing the masses into notion or & line altornative to that of the labor party
novenont, the Traneitional Progrnm which we have now develcpod; seocondly, be-
cause 1t nocessorily emphasizod the nogative aspoet of blocking the formation of
a labor party without baking suffiolently into account end paying serious atton-
tion to the noccssity for tactical utilirzation of tho progrossivo sortimont

~ which has 1ts distorted refleoction in tho labcr party novoment, through work
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fmside, although our Deolumtion of Principles nnd provious rosolutions ale
ready skotched tho outlinos of such o pussiblo future ccurse. This is tho turn
whioch the porty must mako on the labor party quostion,

- (15) It must bo understood that asuch consrote ‘tactics cc.rnot be - .’mpro-
vised; our ocmsiderations with rogard to the poriod of eapitalist docline do
" not autamatiocally dictato our tactiecs for specifio situations., Those oan be
doveloped roalistieally only by o econerctc knowledge of the situstion, tho ro=
. letionship of forces, looal -diffcreneces, ote., and after full discpssion. Our °
. first stop in noking a turn toward conerotizing our tactics must be o survey of
" of .the national and lccal scenos, and it is tho task of the party loadership to
carefully lay out a positivo toctieal approach to ecch, Tho P.C, Majority
solvos the problem in short order by proscribirg ' ccmplete and ynambiguous .,ub-
port" in cach and covory instance. Tho sectericn is oqually oxpofiitious with tho
viow that wo should havo nothing to dc with this moress or rofomism. Tho line
of tho party must 'be noithor of theso rule-of—th\mb QNSWOXs . T

(18) ' Tha 1mportu.nt nspect ‘of the labor porty novenont f‘or us is tho fact
that there is movenent, Where will this mowvonment load to? Ahead of it lies oi-
~ ther labor-party action or revolutionary political action.\ Wo hnve stnted that
‘our basioc approoch domands that we seek to blook the rocd toward the oryato.lli-—
zation of this semtiment in the form of o labor partys Doog this then mean
turning it baock in the dirootion from which it is oaming, toward the coriteliat
. parties? Obviously not; ot the samo time that wo seok to dblock the roed towerd
-~ the laebor party, wo must push the politically-awakening workers forwnrd -- which
meons, along the alternntive rocd of rovolutionary action. In proportion.as our
efforts have their effect, it is this combined cotion whieh will cnable the ad-
vonce guard of tho workers to.como most quickly to the revolutionary porty.
Blocking the reformist road ~- that 1s the sense of our stroategical approach to
. the lobor party question; pushing the Worlfers from behind, fornmrd -~ that 15
: the pluce of our te.otios. :

(17) Wo oan do neithor effectively unless we are in the lsbor party
_movemont. The mture of the nowment itself provides the channols.

The first s throup'h the tmde unions, In the last analysis our program
oan play a rolé in making the history of the Amcrican working class only 4f our
roots aro decp in tho trade unicns, if we are tho bost union militants, and under
these conditions we eamiot be isolated from tho - lobor parby movenont. Tho sccond
is through gorious fractica work in tho laber party orgonizations, branches, eto. -
-+ If the lubor party movemont devclops ©o much moro far-rcaching dimensions than.
1t has so far, it may yet bo nccosasary for us to throw o large portion of our
~ forces into such activitys, In coses whore thore is an estrblished labor party
- ond our party is not on the ballot, ~possible teotios may irolude such steps as
registering in tho labor party primaries. The quostion of whethor such tootics
arc concretcly permissible ond to what extont thoy should be driven are not met-
ters that .can be gsettled outside of a sneoiﬁo exaninotion of cases,

: (18) How do we work insida the labor party novonent in order to push the .
workers forward, against their leadership, and ovor tho hends of thoir leadership
to ust We (i.n., our fractions in the trado wnions and in tho lobor party) raise
- 8logans and denands adepted to tho particular stage 6f devclopment of the workers
with whom we are dealing, Vhere the organization is endorsing eapitnlist party

condidates, as in New York, Ponnasylvania, otc., wo osan say; "Your loaders have

ostonsibly orgnnized for 1ndep<,ndcnt political aotion and in ordor to solve your
pressing probloma; 1t is our opinion that thoy and the labor perty can and will
"o nelther. You don't ngroe with us? Thon'sco for yoursclvos s try to got theso
thingss wo!ll fight a.long with you, wit'h*ut giving up our political cmvictiona,
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3 -but going through thezo oxpericnces with you, Demand that your-leaders put up
’ indopendent candidates ' a
. ‘ : '
In specific situaticns the fight for indopendent eandidotes ean boe an
‘m, important lever in disillusioning tho workers with what' they ean expoet from the
- “lobor portye But only if in our ovm propagande, we utilize such oxporiences in

f% order to fostor such disillusionment, to drow from thom our goneral conclusims
= and lessens with rogord to the labor party movement! It is this which is pre-

=3 cisoly the main cmphnsis in tho presa, for example, Furthormore, it is a matter
o of the simple truth to stato that oven if indepondent labor candidates are run,

g the problems of the workers will not bo o step nearer solution, The domands

E which wo put forwgrd insido tho lobor party as pcsitive gailns for the workers

aro tho tronsitional domands, Whore indepondont eandidatos are run, ocur attack
sgifts to center around the questian of program, especially the transitional do=-
monds, and those domands ngaln which will bring tho workors in collisicn with the ;
lino of the labor party end its lendorship. In tho proccss of oxposing the im- 3
potence and roactionary naturc of tho lebor party or lobor perty movement, weo '
muct show that theroc 1s an alternative path, which only tho revolutionary party
is following, - ‘ '

5 4{& LT e |

: (19) Where indeperdent lobor candidatos are run, ‘tho tactie of oritical
support (with tho omphnsis on tho oritical) may be employod in order to avoid a
hooad~on collislon with the lsboreparty semtiment of tho workers whoro it would
be diffieult to oxplain our oppositicn in torms of the workers! own expericncos,
rather than in torms of our own rgvolutionary theory. But aos in the preeceding 3
sase, the value of such tactiecs deponds eompletcly upon employing them in the ‘
cantext of our general agitation arcund the labor party question, utilizing thesec
taotics in order to expose the lubor party in action, § : :

H  (20) The quostion of affiliation to o labor party iz nlso o tactical
question. It would become pormissible only 4f it no longer o question of at- :
tempting to block the formation of a labor party, but whon we are fneced with the ]
foot of an established nass labor party =- provided that ocomplote orggenizotional :
-ond programmatic indeperdense of our own party con be maintained,

| (21) Tho question of supporting affiliation of trade unions to labor
party movenonts is.also a tactical quostion, depending on tho question: Is there
~on cstoblished moss labor party or is tho quostion still opon as to whother tho
- working olasas will toko this road or not? ~= In Minncapolis, for oxemple, whore
the Farmor-Lobor Porty i3 prccisoly such an ostablished mass parby, our nnswor 3
connot bo tho same as in Now Jersey, where the LNPL 4tsclf has not formed a ‘ 1
lobor party beenuse of tho lack of nass support and interest among the workers.

There we onn still help to detormino by our own aetivitios whothor tho workors , é
'will bo able to hurdle the labor party stage or not, In ecach situation, local 3
or nationnl, we must docide: Arc we golng to acoopt ns our starting point the ‘ J%

fact that on estoblished mass party cxists and oriont cur first line of attack
townrd the question of program? Thoro is no usc bloeking the entraheo to the
lebor party road when the workers havo already passod by, In this ease, tho
quostion of advooating the formation of a labor party beoomes obsolete. Rub’

this is not the onsc at present on the national scono nor in almost all looalitiosi

(22) Wo boliove it important to bring to the attentim of the party
- memberzhip some dangers in tho present situation. The offocts of soolal orisis
do not romain sampletely outsido our own organization, Thoro is o troméndous
Pressure upon a party which insists on maintaining intransigeantly o revolutionary
lire. A desperato attempt to escapo from "isolation", the desire to find now
short-cuts to mass influenee, a dissatisfaction with results attained herotofore :
whish ean lead to disoriontotion ns woll as to a honlthy roaction =~ theso S
o ;9",. o B 'CPi;.T’A_
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ropresent>the starting~pcints, Wo raise this quostion beonuso wo beliove that

- .-such tondenoics have been menifested in now proportions in the renction of sce-

tions of the party momborship to tho P.C. proposnls Pessimism and dofeatism
with roegard to the future of the party, shading into liquidationlsm, growing .
confusion in political ideas, openly opportunistie motivations and roasoning in
approaching the labor party question ==~ theso aro tronds which it must be the
tosk of tho party loadership, majority and minority, to combut. In this sense
nlso, the prdblom is the rovolutionnry party.

s/
: (25) The road to tho building of our porty in tho immedinte poriod
lies nlong the linea of tho struggle for the transitional program and tho digging
of our roots into the mass orgonfzations of tho wnr?ing oclass, This mecans: :

Moking overy member no membor of a trade union or other mass
organization,

Orgnnization of fraction work inside the LNPL and 1dbor party

~ movementa,.

Bringing forward tho transitional demands in the trude unions and
. labor party movements, . end undertoking o conpaign o popularize
then in our press, popular pamphlets, etes

Enphasis on toaching tho workers tho neoossity for reliance on their
own extra-parlismentary strongth and organization, : .

Building taward tho otganization of shop cormitteces arnd loeal counoils
of workors ond formers, with o national perspective.

Orgonization of opposition movemont inside the lebor party movements
around slogans dosignoed to bring tho workors into collision with
their loadorshlp.

A nationnl oricntntion toward throwing our forecs into building the labor party
movement oan only divert us from t-is poth., This is tho positive line anlong which
the party oan be built, '
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repreactt the starting-points, Wo raise this quostion beeause wo beliove that
such tendencios have been manifested in new proportions in tho renction of sce=-
tions of tho party mombership to tho P.C. prcoposnl, Possimism and defeatism
viith rogard to the futuro of the party, shading into liquidatiocnism, growing
confusion in political ideas, openly opportunistis motivotions and rcasoning in
up}rﬁﬂchlﬂg tho labor party question == theso are trends which it must be the
task of tho perty loadership, majority and minority, to combat, In this sonse
also, tho problem is the revolutionary party.

(28) The roand to the Suilding‘of our party in tho immodiante poriod
lies along the lines of thoe struggle for tho transitional program and tho digging
of ocur rocts into tho mass organizotions of tho‘working class, This meana s

e Mking overy member a member of o trade unicm or cthor mass
‘ organization,
Organization of fraction work inside the LNPL and labor party
movements,

Bringing forward the transitional domands in the trodo unions and
k- lobor party mowvementas, and undertaking a ecampaign to popularizo
. then in our press, popular pomphlets, cte.
;- Emphasis on teaching tho workers tho nocossity for relianse on thoir
own extra-parliamentary strongth cnd organization,
Building toward tho otgonizotion of shop comittecos and losnl councila
. of workors and formcrs, with a national perspeotivo,
Tl : Orgonization of opposition movemont inside the labor party movemonts
- - around slogans dosignod to dbring the workors into collision with
5 their loadership,

A national orientation toward throwing our forses into building the labor party
movement can only divert us from this path. This is tho positive line clong whish
the purty oan be built, . o '
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1944 OCNVENTION RESOLUTION OF THE PARTY

THE STRUGGLE FOR AN IIID&FENDE‘IT LABOR PARTY IH THE U.S.

(Adoptod by the Party Convention, Jan. 1944)

<

-

A The working class of the U.S. faces tho gravest responsibilitios in its
history. Already it is compelled to moet tho offonsive agaihst its ceonomie
standards and its politiocanl rights which imoriesn capitalism has launehed in the
very midst of the wore Tomorrow 1% 'will be faeod with tho erisis of the post-war
poriod and tho life-and-dcath problems that tho orisis will poses Powerful
though it is, the U.S, cannot esoapo the mounting effoots of the general docay
of world eapitalism. All it oan hope to nccomplish iz to delay tho appearance
of tho most malevolont of thoso effects, tut evoen thon only by accolorating
"their advent in other eountriss;y to mitigate tho violonee with which thoy striko
‘the country, but only by inereasing the ruinousncss of tho ooming orisis in

other lands. Sooner or lator, less violontly at first or more violently, the
fury of tho fundemcntal erisis of doeay will nevortholss bo folt in tho U.S.
No cocuntry today oan oseape moking the basie cholico of socioty~--barbarism or
soeialism, At beost, it con postpone the deeision.

The development of o now barbarism is most speetasularly visible in the
triumph of faseism in Germany and its works, both before and during the war, But
this dovelopment is inhercnt not in tho mythical "Aryanism" of the Gormons, nor
in their equally mythieal "raoial soul," it is n product of oapitalism ot a
certain stogo of evolution, or rathor, cf its dosline, If the U.S, is not tho
very next order aftor Germany, it is, novertholss--=berring the viotory of
sooinlism=~~somewhero on the list,

Tho decay of capitnlism into o now barbarism simply mcans an unprooced-
ently intensive cxploitation and disfrenchisemont of the working olnss, mass
. suffering unknown in modorn times, and permanent wmr #&nterrupted only by short
poriods of trusce Tho long~lasting erisis of 1929 and the dovastating war that
began in 1939 aro only ho.rbingors of what deecaying capi‘balism has in storo for -
. socloty.

The Amoriecan working olass, by and large, has lost its confidence in tho
ablility of tho ruling cless to ostablish a poaocoful, scoure, ordorly and prospor=
ous rogime oftor the war, It grocts all the wordy but hollow "postewnr plans"
for socinl ond economis stabilization and roecnstruction put forward by the do=-
fonders of the old ordor with tho skepticism and ovon cynicinm which thoy merit.
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However, whilo its feith in tho old has wanod considercbly, cvon if not wilth o
fully conscious understanding of the rcason for this look of confidense, the
working olues in the U.S. has not yot noquirod oither undurotanﬂirg of or confi.
dence in a now, or soceialist oxrdor. :

In o word, the Amcricon working claas ic host invdequatoly situnted at
the present time to mect the deopening crisis, »

Betwoen its stato of coonomic orgenizaticn ond its state of politienl
organization and class consciousness, thore is today o morc striking oontrasv
than ever bofore, end this at a timo whon tho

. In the trade union field, the Amoricen working elass is today bettor
and more numericelly organized than ever in its history, or cven in.the histery
of tho intornaotional working class., Therc aro now almogt thirtoca million work-
ors organiged in the trade unicn movoemc " This ic not only morc tihan thers have
ever beeon, but the type and ecorposition of 1ts orgenization is mere significuni
and promising than ever before, Not only are almest half tho trade uwaicnisus in

. the country orgonized for tho fivst timo on an industrial basis, but they covor
industrics which were citadels of open-shopeism in the past--~the basic, koy,
heavy, mass productien industriss. Tho tone of tho labor movomenbt in this ccun-
try is set today not so much by the "aristoornscy of lebor," the highly skilled
and highly poid oraftsmon, but by the most inportant oand basio scetions of the
American proletarint,

From the stondpoint of organization and, oven morc important, frem the
. standpoint of militaney ond dotormination to safegunrd their coononle sbandaids
regardless of any other consideration, ineluding demagogiecl eppcals directszd to
them about the "war for demcorscy," tho Amerioan workers cre today undcubtedly
the vanguard of the intcernational working class.

On.the politiecal fiold, howover, tho American working class only brings
-up the rear., In no importent eountry of the world is labor withcut o mass puarty
of its ovm, ond oven In the eountries ruled dby roachionary dietetorshipa thero
ore hundreds of thousands of workers whe feol an allegianee to the old working
- class partles thot are acw cutlowod, The outstanding oxccptlon is the U.S.

" In the U.S, tho mosses oontinuo to fellow the politieal path of bour~o~is
refomism, oxenplifiod hy Rocsqveltlon Hew Deollsme If they 100k upon it tocday,
in the light of bitter oxpcrloncos, with rescrve and with greator skepticism and
oven disillusicnmont, the modificntions in their attitude have not yeb oxprossod
- themselves in o mass movement for a party cnd a program of thoili own. Tho parnics
thet stand oponly on the program of revolutiomary socialism arc still o tiny ml—

nority of the working olass; tho proponcnts of n Lobor Party with a reformist
progrem arc not organizod and aro themselves a small minority; and oven such
tinid stops in the direotion cf indcpondent politionl orgonization as tho forma-
ticn of the Americon Loabor Party in Now York ropreacnts arc not only far, far
ﬁrom adegunte but are still iscletod phcnomena standing on tho platform of tho
ow Deal, |

This doos not signify that tho working olass is politicnlly contont, In
the very naturc of tho situation in the U.8. today, whore eccnomic and political
institutions, econmie and politienl 1lifo, arc so elescly, if n-t inscparably,
intertwined, overy important ecomcnio sirugele of the werkers is at the some t;”o
o politiecal struggleo. Like oll other classos, the Amorican proletariet tco
Looks mere and more ta tho govermmont in nogotleting or solving its oconomic G}
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rrcblems and loss and less to the individual comployore Tho inorease of govorn-
montal intervontion and direst partieipation in cvery sphere of eeconomio life,
ond in soeinl life in goneral, is enloulated to hoighton the politiecal conscious~
ncos of tho Amoriocan worker to an ovor greator oxtont., The more oponly olass
character of the govermmont!s intervention in eoonomie and socianl lifo is onl-
culnted to heighten tho olass-consciousnefs of the Ameriocan workor,

However, tho growth of the class-oonsciousness and independaent politisal
organization and aetivity of the working class is not autaratically and arith-
metichlly guarcntced by economic and political activitlos of the capitalist closs
. or its regimes The politiecal thinking, organizing and action of tho American

workors must be stimulatod and promoted inside the labor movoment itsclf on tho
basis of both tho needs and tho expericnoes of the working oclass,

Theso experienoes and needs moke tho formation of an independant work-

~ ing olass prrty in the U.S. tho problem”of the dey that most urgently donends
solution, The formation of a ILobor Party is tho most important forward siep “hat
the working olass ocan tako in this ccuntry. That mckes the struggle for a Labor
Porty the most importent and mest urgent politionl task of the rovolublon~ry
‘vanguerd, .

. Tho workers today occnnot give politieal leadoership to the widosprerd -
discontent of tho pcoplo today. In tho shscnoc of a radically differont and proe
grossive working class party, tho masses have no altornative to Roosevoltism
exocpt politieol indifferenco or the time~worn American practico of punishing tho
Demooratic inoumbont by voting for tho Ropublican aspiront (and vice versa).

. The working olass will bo unablo to meintain itself ‘politiecelly, much -
less rally the masses of the pcople in genoral, in tho big orisis of tomorrow,

if it doos not have a party of its own with a bold program for the solution of
the orisis at the exponse of tho moncpoly~capitalist minority. In tho absence

of such a party, which offors a progressive alternmativo to the status quo, the

‘massos of the people, the luower middle elasses in tovm cnd country, thet cenorm-
ously importaont socotiwn of thoe poople that will bo reprosented by the homo-ccoming.
war vcterans, and oven large sections of the working olass itselfe-~nll these
will tend to oocoopt a reacticnary alternative and fall victin to tho scoial dema=-
gogy of this or that faseist or semi-fagoist cligque, N

.EVDB now, millions hope for ond tomorrow will be rcady to fight for,
what they wvaguoly oall a "chango." In tho post-war erisis, they will numbor
tens of millions, The bourgeois-refoimist politioclons 4o whom lobor is now ot~
tached will sock to maintnin, more or less, the stabtus quo~-~that is, procipc‘\
the situntion which generated the orisis ns woll as the domand for a "change."
If labor then tries to mointain the unmaintainoble status quo by romaining tho
tail of a bourgeois politiecal kite, it will oasily fnll as tho victim of those
who expleit tho populnr demand for a "chango" for renctionary and anti-working-
oloss purposes, If lobor puts forward, on tho contrary, n bosld politieal progronm
~ for sosial reorganization in bohalf of all tho "little people," it con orush tho
reoction and move to the londership of the ocountry with tho support of the massos,

Tho orgonizetlion of a Lobor Party by tho powoerful trode union movement
would be an immense step forward by tho Amoriecun working class~=--its doclaration
of political indepondonece, its most important proolamation hitherto of its sopa=~
rotion from copitalist politios and eapitalist politieal partics. Howover, this
stop would be vitinted in the' long run and tho working olass demnand doomod to
- dofont if the program of such o perty (ond correspondingly, its londership) werc

’ imbucd with tno rcfformist oonooptiona, platforms ond practioes which heve para-
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lyzed the traditicnal partics of the working olass in othor ecuntries and brought
about such disasters in many. To be offootivo in tho highost dorree, an indepon=
dent Labor Porty must nct take eapitalism as its basis and seck to hold it to-
gethor with repoirs at this or th"t point, It must rathor put fuiwerd such a

program as disresards cnbirely the intorosts cof ecopitalism and tho clase which

15 1ts bencficicwy, diirernrds entirely tho Yenered righc~o® privwle property
which iz only the right of the monopoly earitalists and imporialists tc exploit

end oppresss the masses, and diroets itself oxclusively to.defending and pro-
moting the class inberests of tho.prolctarist and taose sections of society who
arc its ellies in the struggle agalnst tho monopolists and their roaotlon.

\
The Wbrkcrs Party, whioh vigbdrously and assidncusly champions the forma=-

tion of an independent Lebor Party as a great historical alvance by the U.S.
working olass, is a perty of rGVPlu*lonary socialism and internat*onallsm, and
consequently en intransigeant opponont of soslal rofomicm in all its varisties.
While urging the formetion of an inderendent Labor Poity based on the trade
unions and democraticelly eontrellsd by them, it nevertheleus ocounterposes to the
adoption -or retpation of o refcvmist progrem ond a reformist leadership by such
e party, the .adoption of a militani, boid working c¢lass pregram of struggle

- agoinst the eapitnlist offonsive, the copitalist class and copitelism itself,

with the ain of rnicsing lebor to tno position ef ruler of the country in a

-workers' govorrment. The Vorkors Party thus distingulshes iteelf from all other

parties and groups in the working cless, nct only by its fundamonxal progrom of
revolutionary scolaelism, but also by the progrom for immoliate politioal action
whioh it advoontes for the warkxng olass and by the militancy of the strugglo
it oarries on for It. oo

- It is difflcalt to indicate conoreﬁoly tho rrospects for the formation
of & Labor Party in the Uhxtod States or the stagos throush which -4t will poise

The lesser likellhood is that the working e¢lass, in breeking with tho
bourgeois parties and developing their independent politicel elass eonsclousncss,
will move directly to affiliction with or suppert of a rovolutianary soclalint
orgoanigation such as the Workors Party. The moin task of en orgenization like
tho VWiorkers Parby 1s to help dovelop tho olass and rovolutionary consciousness
of the proletariat. At the present time, in this sountry, the first step iz
fvlfilling this task is the work ond fight for indopendont political organization
ond action by labor. In advasating the formation of a Labor Party, the Workers
Farty, far from diminishing its own sibnlficnnco es o consistentiy revclutionary

- proletarion orgonizotion, will only enhance it and drow into its owm ranks thoso

workers who roach agreoment with its program not only in the writton.word but
also in the decd,

It 1s more likely that the first steps in politicol and class consc’ ovs-
ness will bo takon by Ameriean labor in forming e Lebor Party. At the presesd
timo, tho overwhelming majority of the labor offieinldom, its Stalinist wing
prominently end vieicusly cmong theom, is opposed to tho formation of o Labor Party
and secks to kcep labor tiod to the wagcn whocls of ocapitalist polities. The
fight fsr o Laber Party thus beoomos at tho same timo o fight to expose the labvor

'lieutenants of the copltallst class,

It is evon possible that the labor 1oadorsh1p will romain stubborv‘y
end stupidly opposed to tho formotiion of o Lakor Furty oven in tho tucbulent days
of orisis nhoad, opposed ovem to the formation of a thorcurhly rcformist party
which is strictly uader their econtrol. Their efforts to liquidcute or ot leact
to deepon tho rartdysis of ovon such o earicaturo of an independent working class
politicul pariy as tho Amerienn Lubor Party chow how strong is this possibillty.
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In such a oase, tho movement for independent politicnl ection would nob
bo stopped oold, but would merely toke on differont forms. Glven the continued
opposition to u Labor Party by the trade union burcauerasy, it is possible that
such a party would come into existenoe “from below," as a rosult of a poworful
politiocal upsurge in tho ranks sweeping ovor the herds of the official loador-

" ship, and throwing up a now loadershlp, at lenst in part. That i3, a developmont
might take placo in tho politieal fiold comparable with the rank and file upsurge

that producod the mass unions of tho CIO, .

Howover, thore is grcdter roagon to bolievo that the sharponing 6f clnss

' entogonisms in the country will gonerato enough prossure upon ot lonst a sootion
_ of the labor burcausracy to lmpel it to teke the leadership of an indopendent
labor politiocnl party lest tho movement of the massos "get out of hand." Suih a

prospect is not immediatoly in sight, that is to say, not beforc the 1°4% olco-

"tions., But the doclining ability of the remmants of "Now Doollisn” to give ~ny

serious concessions to labor, or even to the labor offieinldom, iz & factor that
will impel the labor movemont, from bottom to top, to seel more radical moeans of
wrosting concosslons from the govermmont, More redieal mcans con only signif'y

.the formation of an independent wnciitical party of labor, or at least the first
p 2 K ’
hesitont, timid, half-way steps in that direciion, upon tho mzdcl of the New

York ALP, whoso leadors are elrondy engaged in initlel, if not vory boud, nttempts

~

‘%0 spread their organization to othor states,

. Fina'lly, it is possibio that tho prospects of en indepcendent Labor Party
will be thwarted, at loost for a time, by the subvorsion of tho movement into a

'middle class "third party". This was tho case in 1924, whon LaFollettism ab-

sorbed and destroyed the Lebor Party movement. Howevor, it should be borne in

"mind that by 1924, the first big post-war orisis had como to an cnd and the

"prosperity period" was setting in. Thore is no rcelistic similer presipact ohoad.

The U,S. faoes hot another “"prosperity period” but enother crisis in the midst of

another world orisis. While tho danger of "third partyism" undoubtedly threntens
the inciplent Labor Party, it has neither the strength nor tho prospects it had
twenty years ago. . : '

In any oase, the revolutionary vahguard cannot and docs nct content it--

S self with passivo contomplation of prospeots and possibilities from the sidelines.
It is_its duty to partieipate in the strugglo and help dircet tho courss of
. ovents. To direct them in a forword dircoticn, which menmas in tho goneral direc~

tion of the soolalist power of the proletarict, means, con:vetoly, now, in the
UeSs, to ooncontrnte and ecntralize all politisal ngiteticn, propaganda and acti-
vity around tho slogen of o Lobor Party and e workors! govornment. A Lnbor Party
as a radical broak with the partics of capitalism; a workers! govermmont as o
rodicel broak with the rule of oapitalism, . ’

That the workers will concoivo these two idens in o roformist menncr,

~* that they will think of roalizing thom by roformist meons (thot id, without a

fundamental and revolutionary assault upon oapitalist elass rule) ~- that is the
greater probability, abovo all in the first pcricd of tho strugplo, Nothing

could be more "nutural", for thet motter, This concorns tho Workers Party only
insofar as it moans that at cnch strgo of tho struggle it must put forward such
demonds, sueh a progrom, such a rond, as will holp bring tho working elass ond its

- party into clearer ani more comseiocus sonflict with its class oncny, as will help

them shod their roformist 1llusions, as will holp them, through their owm conercte

oxpericncos, understand tho nqu'for the final strugglo for puwer and the soclalist

organization of socicty. ' ' '
- 8"
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As pnrt of its emmpaign for n Labor Party, tho Vorkers Party therefore
puts forward from tho very beginning a minimum progran as ITS proposal for tho
program that an cffectivo and militant working olass parby should cdopt. Evon
if, as is most probable, tho coming Labor Party dces nob cdopt such o militant
program, tho Workcrs Party, whilo giving full support to all the prnotlezl aoti-
vitios of the Labor Party and thoso who aro working to form it and build it, will
rescrve tho ripght to proscnt its eritieism of tho program that the Lubor Party
had ndopted and the loadership that ropresents it, and tho right to continue

. urging upon the perty the progrom which it, the Workera Party, considors suitablo
and nooessary in doaling with tho soclnl problems facing tho working olass.

Tho Workers Party, as o consistont rovolutionary socialist orgenization,
thus not only maintains the organizational and political independenco which are
indicpensoble to its proper ond effoetive functioning, ‘but remnins an advanded
but inseparable part of the working class mavemont, distinguishod from its other

- soetions only by its uncompromising opposition to capitallsm and all its support=-
" ers ond by its unoquivocal support of both the immodiate intorosts of tho worke-
ing oless and its soocialist’ futurc.

s

"~ «==000~~- - \

MINORITY RESOLUTION ~-~ AGAINST A LABOR RAﬁTY‘

Prosontod to 1944 Party Convontion

- e

Hol Draper ~

The presont upturn in politiocal-sction talk and Labor Party sentiment
in the traode union movement is showing ineroasingly that cven substantial seo-
tions of the trade union burcauoracy, not to spoak of tho rank and filo, aro

. beginning b roalizce thet the self~limitation of organized labor to economio ao~
tion only ("pure and simplo" trnde unionion) is self—dofOﬂting.

Tho point of the long-standing aociallst insxstonce on the neccessity of
. politieal action is being hammered home espoelally by the developmont of in-
.~ oreasing politioal (governmentanl ) intorvention in tho rcletions botween cupital
and lebor. :

Sooinlists have nlways been tho staunchest preponcnts of politienl action
by labor. Insofar as objcotive circumstaonccs thomselwves are foreing the labor
movement to turn to politieal aetion, it beoomcs inercasingly important for So-
ololists to be elear that politiecal aection---ineluding political action by
lobor~~-con be good or bad, progressive or rcactionary; on aid to the socialist
dovolopment of the working class or an abstaclo.to it; oconscrvative, reformist,
liberal, fasoist, or rovolutiomary. .

- The oriterion of Socialists in their cstimation of tho character of
politieal form:tions, or of tho development of a given politieal party, 13
olear ond definite. This is tho oriterion of elass indopendonocc.

To pose the quostion: Shall lobor form n Labor Party? 1s to ask:
Would the formation of a Laboxr .Party REALLY load to o politisal brook-awsy by
labor from capxtallst politics? ' .
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Tho question is not nnswered by deoiding to add tho word "indopendont"
to "Lahor Party." It is only obscured by confusing the formal orgenizotionel
independonco of o party with its political contont, .

The fost that the British Lober Pnrty, for oxample, is an indepdnent
orgonization does not roflent on tho fact that it dooes not represent indopendent
working~class politieal action today. Tho iqggpendrnco of lcbor pollitioge~-its
olass 1ndependenoe, noet its organizatiomnal forme~~-is in tho first place a-
programmetio questiocn.

The Strategical Analysis of Rovolutioncry Socinlists

Before the present era of capitalist deeling, whon ecapitalism wos ox~

- panding, the formotion of o reformist Lebor Party with oan INDEPENDEKRT clnss pro=-
- gram wos a possibility. It vos accomrllshed in Britain; it was propused by

Morx and Engels for Amorica,

It was o possibility beeause o reformist struggle for immediato goins
joconcmic and politieal, which the bourrowlslo was oble to grnnt if sufficiently
pressed, offered a realistic pclitiozl purspectivo. At “tho samo time, ond for
the vory same recason, the reformist purtics of sceial-demooracy also were oble
to play o progros31ve role in thc¢ historical development of tho working class.

Today, -in beth enses, this'politienl perspoctivo is no longer aotual.

- Today, even the succcesful strugelo for immodiste demands roquires militant,

olass~struggle, implicitly rcvclutionnry aetion, Tho bourgeoisic must tend to
withdraw rathor than grant further conccssions. Vhat goins aro made cpisodienlly
aroc oaneelled out by thoe developmont of the capltalist orisis, tho imposition of
war econony, and tomcrrow by post-war breakduwn,

The time is past whon a working-class politioal party acting within tho
progrom-<tic limitations of bourgeois reformism had an indopendent role to play
in organizing tho class in indopendont action for immedinte econcessions. Today,
tho only working~-cless program which is actuolly---politzcally----indcpondent of
the oapitalist class is tho revolutlonnry progran, :

Therc 13 no reason for making any putative American Ldbor Partv a peou~
llor exception to the rules Today every political formation is confrunted with

" the harsh nltornetives -- dofonse of ecapitalisnm or the fight for sooialism, Only

individuals without respmsibility, theorists, demagoguos and impotent groups

can oontinue to talk in torms of n dresmed-up middle ground., The possibility of
finding footing in a niddlo ground is no longer thoro for any sorious political
movement. The preasure of socicl forees doos. ngt permit this escopo from reality
to any sorious politienl orgnnlzction which has to aet, on real problems,

The old typo of reformist program which, in o dlfforont period, provided

" this middle ground, has now been token ovor by tho most cnlightonod scetion of

the bourgeoisio itself =~ the "left" New Denl Demoornts, the Rocsoveltians, the

"liboral" wing of capitalist politics, It is in this senso that wo used to mako

the observotion that the Roozovelt administration may bo callod tho social-demo=-
oratie phase cf American politiesl developmemt, It is that socinl-democratic
phase, not in its "classic" form nnturally, but in the orobbod, rcoctionary, telo-
seoped ond alrendy sonile form incvitnble undor the now conlditicns of chronic
capitolist decline and chroenie wnr and revolution. Tho lusty reformiasm of tho

old days, with its progressive consoquences and politienlly indopondent program-
mebie base, is no mere poazsidlo for it thon it ig possiblo for tho labor

" ,burcaueracy. - e ‘ ' 69 6
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‘"Sooinl~Potriotic,..but Pblitic.nlly Indopendent of Capitelisa” 1

‘This analysis is mado sturkly conorote by the imporinlist war now r'\ging.
As long as the rovolution does not apponr as o pressing thront, the sotting up of
o lobor party would mean for the roformist loaders sctting up in politios aguinst
the leadors cof ocapitalism whom thoy support and FROM VHOM THEY HLVE NO ESSENTIAL-
LY DIFFERENT PROGRAM, ‘ .

To "ahomf o8 to us, tho wer quostimm 1s po.mmount. Loss than cver are

brook nationel unity" ot this time when they are aecting os
whips to line the workers up behind the capitalist goverment?!s war policy, and
speolifically bohind Rcosevelt.

 Tho United Statos ia in the midst of tho scoond impcrialist world war.
Tho oriterlon of c¢lass indcpdundence bocomes translatcd intc torms of the war,
In the midst of an imperialist war, o socianl-patriotio party ond a party indo-
pendent of ocapitalist poli’cirs oan nevor be the scmo thing.

- We camnot give political support 'bo o pro-wor Lobor. Party, 'bho only
kind of Lebor Parby comeeivable in tho coming period. We camnct support pro- .
war oandidabse, viether runnirg on the tioRot of -the Demosrats, Republicans or’
of tho ALP (tho existing "indepsndent lobor party"). Wo ocnnot wish tho orooe
tion of o rei’ormlot, socialu-patx otic politiocnl mechine, born for the purposo
of "independoutly" rallying tho workers to tho supporb of the domugogic wing of

 copitalist pelities. , . ‘ A , .

The Threa‘b of "Labor" Third-Party-ism |

This annlysis dotormines the L oli‘bicnl pcrspootivo of the labor party

* movoment in Americn which-~~though it is todny still on o muoh lowor organiza=-

tional lovel than it hans boon at least twlco before in Amoriea gince 1918=--

" may yet burgeon into a moro serious orgonizetional dovelopnont. N

Such an ovmtuo.liby oould occur under the pr\.ssuro of threo inter-

" releted forscs: .

(1) Gonerally speaking, a grontly intonsificd diseontent by the rank
end file of lobor with the bourgeols politics of tho labos movennnt -~ o hénlthy
impulse from the gross roots which would have to be "ridden" ond chammolized by .

. _tho leadorship if it cald not morely be knooked down, . ‘.

-

(2) Tho onding of the Roosevolt ere and tho 'brilmph of tho moro openly
reactionary wing of ocpitalist politics, with o consequent extrusion of the
bourgoois left, homeless, into tho political cold, s.nd their rapprochement with
the labor burer\ucracy. '

/

(3) The sv'ecp of rovolution in Eurnpo, in its offect on closs relations
1'1 Amcrioa, together with the dircot baokwash of tho wor on tho revolutionization
of American Labor,

Under tho impnct of such forecs, tho formation of an indepondcent Third

- Party in Amcriea, ropresenting tho coalition of tho labor burccueraey and tho

bourgoois left, ia a potent threoat,

Vhothor sush a party is ontitled the Amorionn Laber Party or not,
whether it 1s horalded forth at a trade union ecnvention or in o iashington
hotel or st the formor following tho latter, 1ts politienl ocharnotor will be
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unchanged. With its moss bacis in tho trade union werkors -- tho liberals will
. not escape this inevitable presont-day nocompaniment of any Third Party mcvemont
which wants to be of groanter conscquonco than the Lomko party of 1936 -~ it
¥ . bodies forth tho charasteristic combination of the Poople's Front: the genoralse
.. without-an~army of bourgeois roformism bostriding ond reining in the body of
lobor,. )

It doos no good to say: Wo wrnt a "gonuine" indopendont lebor party,
E: not o Third Party. Ve ask, ond thoroe is no answor:s What basic diffessence of
. todoy are these two labols supposed to rofor tot In program? support of copie
k.. talism? mothods? mass basis? The labols are nostalgio historicol referonces
to a dichotomy that has cecasod to exist,

[

" fwo Labor Parbles: tho Ronlity of tho AsL.Py == tho Dream of o "Rovolutiorary
Labor Party’ 4

~ The Marxist analysis of tho lobor party problém has becn confirmed at
. 81l points by the only existing "indepcndent labor rorty" in tho eountry -~ the
"American Labor Party of Now York Statc.

This "indepondent labor party" took :lts “incoption in the fear of tho

" lebor burcausraoy that progressive labor in New York was turning away from Rooge=-
volt and tho Now Doal iIn disiliusionment, It was fermod in order to ride this
progressive impulse of disocn‘cont with b:mrgoois politics, and rein it toward
support of Roosevel’b‘ \

Liko uny o’cher today, this labor imr‘by was the oon’cinuo.tion of olass=-
"collaborationist politics-~-by othor meons. ,

This "independent labor party" has sinee nctod ¢ompletoly as tho "loynl"
wing in New York of the Rooseveli: Democracys Its structuroc ond organization is
if anything morz burenucratized ‘han are the tradc union bodiecs on which it is
formally based. Its farthost 'step in the dicestion of "independence" was the
rumning of an "indepernceut Labor" cendidate for tho high post of Governmor of the
State of New York ~~ Dcan Alfango! =~ as a bold move for indoperdent anotion ==
by the Roosevelt wing of the Democratic Party. '

If a Third Party of bourgeoils reformism had been formod in Now York

- "mstead of" tho A,L,P,==-how possibly could it have difforcd from thé actually-
oxistent AsLeP.? If o Third Party is formed nntionclly, how possibly will it
differ from o national exbonuion of tho AeLeP.? . '

To oall for the croo.tion of o nationnl Amerioan Lebor Party means to
toke responsibility for it boforo the working class -~ at loanst, bofore that
soction of the warking class which heeds our onll: namoly, tho most advanced,
militont, olass-ocnscious workers. Criticisms of ("refusal to.tako rosponsibili‘by
for") thla -that, or overy othor specifioc action by tho Labor Party does not ab-
solve us of our responsibility for tho offoet of its oxistonoo on the olass
struggle for socialism,

T iy WL Y

g ’ ' The desire to find o by-pass to the orostion of a mass revolutionary
party is a common coneessicn to the mocd of tho times, It oveon londs to tho no-
~tion that o notional American Lebor Party can be that mass rovolutionary porty
- 1tsolf! This theory of how o rovolutionary party ocn bo fdrgod .is by far less

. Plousible thon tho ovorngo theory on thia basio quostion which Bolshcvism has hed
%o rejoot and combnt. Vo teach that o rovolutionary soolanllst party must bo
founded on o rovolutionary program and built oround thot program. A woslth of -
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hisbtorlenl experience, including that of the Norwogien Lebor Party, has econfirmed
thiz in every instonces Wo have scen no roason advanced to no.ke an oxccption
feor Amcriea in this regerd. :

To. 'bcach tho most advansed workers to lock toword o Lobor Po.rty as tho
pvliticul rallying centor of Amorican labor (lct alono as tho future revolution-
ary party instrument of American laborl) is to toach o folschood and a delusion,
It will be preeiscly tho best, most advanced workers who will bo disillusicned
with a Labor Party first, Our job is to haston this proeess, if it turns out
thot they must go through it, It is not our job now to point to tho Lebor Party
as tho wny out of the post-war breekdovm whieh we prediet or as the shiold
against fascism, but to Insist with all our strength that only rovolutionary so~
cialist politios and e rovolutionary parbty ean solvo theso probloms, We must
tell tho truth cbout tho Labor Party, that it will not be able to aolvo “oven
the most ‘proasing immediote probloms" of labor.

The Polioy of Rovolutionarv Socinlists

We thorei‘oro do not ndvoente tho formation of a Labor Parby. 5t1l1 loss
do we ndvence the defentist concept that if o Labor Porty is not formed, the o.l—
tornative for the workera is dofoat and doom. :

Our attitude toward existing or future lobor parbiea or lobor party
movements 1s a question of tactied, Wo have always said and say again that we

will stand at the side of tho working elass without separcting ourselves from

them, in every phase of their politieal developmont.

Wo stand roady to enter and work within any lobor purby thot is aet wup,
in o struggle for renl indopondont notion and program. ¥We will advaneo and fight
for tho immedinte and transitionnl demands whieh we propose for the working olass.
Woe will seek to utilize whatever arcna the lpbor party provides for these pur-
poscs and for sceianlist odusation. To any lobor perty movement we say: “Your
leaders havo ostensibly organized for indopondont politienl anetion and in order
to solve your prossing problems, It is our opinion that they and tho labor party
will do neither. You don't ogrec with us? Then soe for yourselves; fight for
class«strugglo candidatos and a olass=strugglo program. Wo intond to fight along
with you for thoso objoctives. Wo will show you in action thot sooialfst pclitiocs
1s the only woy out," «~- This is tho goneral sonso of a revolutionist?®s agi‘bation
and preopaganda with rospoet to o lobor party movement.

But our job 1s to attompt to shorton by our own efforts any hypothetical
labor~party phaso of werkingeclass politiocal dovelopment; to oonvince at least tho
vanguard now that they must come direectly to tho revolutionary party, and to uti-
lize their cxporiences, especially thoir expericnces with the labor party, now for
thiz purppse. Our job is to foster disillusicnment with tho reformist, pro-war,
colloborationist machine, instead of strengthening illusions by our own advoeacy.
We do not wish tho character of the lebor party to be exposed sololy by experi-
ence, Wo wish the advanced workers to turn to tho others ond say: "This party
told us the truth about the labor: party, i'b showod us tho way soonest; it 1s o
good party."

It is primarily by our work in the trode union movement that the best
clements of our olass will bo drown to us and tho rovolutionary party built. The
prospeot ahead 1s onc of world-wido rovolution and orises. In modern days thoge
hove alweys doveloped through a rising tompo of striko aotion, politieal strike
movemonts lneluded; the broak-up of roformist formotions; the merging of economies
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action into political sotion.through the varioty of organization forms which the
working olass inoxhaustitly invents, of which tho scviots were the type =— shop

commiitees, oouncilas of aoticn, ote.
o :
This is how the rovoluticnary politicalizotion of the working olass

exprossos itself, This is roul indopendent politiecl anction by o working clagp

i movement. This is tho end to whieh we chape our policy.
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