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Sone Corments on COmrade"Erber's Proposed Resolution
on the Jewish cpestion '

~ (This is oy very hurried reaction to the Erber document. I was hoping that
a resolutioh or statement would be put out by the political committee in sifficient

"~ time for me to get together with several comrades, and to discuss it, and if

necessary to issue a separate cdocument. There is no time to do this now, because

.the convention begins tomorrow and thus shats off any opportunity for pre~conven—

tion discussion on the subject. I rmst introduce ryy criticism with this note
because what follows is in.,ompletely thought out, there are probably important
aspects of the problen which do not occur to me at the moment because I an
thinking hurriedly. But I hope these corments of nmine will help widen the dis—

- cussion.)
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" In ny opinion, the Erbver resolution on the Jewish question does Tiot
forn a basis for initiating a discussion in the party. Remk and file members
necessarlly depend on the leadership for thorough research, for expert palitical

- analysis of -the change in events, for a detailed progran of irmediate slogans

and tasks, etc. before they can even begin to consider whether or not they agree
with the political conclusions reached. It is not to be expected that each

... individual comrade will do this thorough job on his owmn. The Erber resolution
- is inadequate in all the things mentioned. Comrades cannot be expected to do
.anything more thon nod "yes" to such a resolution and to go home no wiser. The

ground has not been laid for a thorough understanding of what is new in the Jewish
situation, particularly since the party has almost corpletely ignored this problen
since its founding. The Erber document is obviouely an atterpt to dbrush:off
those comrades who insist that it is important enough to discuss and who insist

" that the'pafty-ib niseing b groat.opportunity: for giving loadorship -«

and-a groat oppertunity for winning the respect of large numbers of Americé.n

"Jewish workers, through drawing up & transitional progrem that gives the fullest
.and nost satisfactory immediate answor to this complicated and tragic problem

Erberts resolution is a restatement of the classical socialist position

" with the addition of & few words on the plight of the Buropean Jows. But i
can even be critickzed from that point of view becguse it does not say anything
. about the American Jews, the largest remnining Jewish population in the world .

The Erber document gives us no insight into why tho European Jews think as they
do todny, it docs not give recognition to the fact that the irminence of large
scale fighting in Palestine demands of us a progran of immediate slogons, the
proposed resolution does not reveal any renl will to intervene 1:1 this boihng
situation as effectively as our forces pernit us to.

Speaking from the broad historica.l point of view, the solution to
the world Jewish question is essentially the same as it was before the war. In
other words, only the realization of o sociclist society can bring equality and
Justice to the Jews. Tho in the party needs to be agitated on that score?
Although Comrade Erber does not montion it in his document, I know he will u.gree
that palestine is not the solution for anti-Semitisnm in the United States. Butb

-no resolution on the Jewish question is vworthy of the name if it does not maoke

political characterization of the Jews in this country, if it does not make a bid
for recruiting then into our party, if it does not warn then of the danger that
threatona then 'beca.uae of their reliance on "li.bero.l" anti~Senitisn groyps, '
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if it does not point out that the caning depression will victinize then to o
greater extent than any othor soction of the American population with the
possible exception of the Nogroes. And no resolution that does not have a
positive, concrete, transitional program on tho Palestine question will :
gain us adnission to Jowish circles in the U.S. Yecause Palestine is the burning
issuc today. As active revolutionaries rather than socialist dreamers we woat
an instrupent that will push the Jewish labor novement toward beconing a leftward
influenco on the pPalestine nmilitants. Right now thoy constitute a pocketbook
threat vhich the Zionists hold over the Jewish labor movenent of Palestine. A
section on the role of the Amorican Jewish labor movement with respect to Palestine
should also exposo Ziodist strategy today in the United States, which is playing
off the Anerican stato departnent againsgt the British foroigh office, Too rmuch
bitterness is reserved for the British without o corresponding undersizmding
of Amricd 8 role in the }{iddle East.
quostion

WVhy didntt our party have literature on the Jewish/to distridute
at the nnss Zionist rallies held recently? Are we such babies that we cannot
realizo that when Jewish workers -are burned up spput the White Paper, that we

" must synpathize with then and show that we have something to say that is construc—

tive ? Ve handed out our @eneral party loaflets at one occasion. One conradse
was told to ®givo the leaflet to Attlee". And from my own discussions with

Jowish labor Zionists I got the ression that the Trotskyist moveuent is
" noted for its cynical attitude on the Jewish quostion. :

: Vhy do our conradeg snicker when the Jewisgh quastion cones up'r I can
only hazard the guess that it is because so many of our conmrodes (in the center)
are Jewish and having joined the Workers Party, they have solved the Jewish
question for thodsvlves. But how doos that preparc us to talk to masses of
Jewish workers, or to talk to mnonsses of Jewish workers, or to talk to other
workers on thot problem, for that matter? The long silence by the leadership
encourages such o cynical attitude. ,

'.PEE JEVS OF EUIK)PE

' mhe Jews of Europe are the most dispossessed of a dispossessed.
generation. They do not have any illusions about. bourgois democracy. But
neither do they look to socialism for the escape from their tragic position.
Thatts a fact that we must face squarely. The socialist revolution didntt
save then fron what Hitler had in store for them, and so they have no faith
that it will occur in the predictable future. The sane thing is true of
the general proletarian novenment. Yes, but each section of the proletariat has
& state apporatus, that it hopes to win over, parliamentary instruments, trade
unions, etc. The Jews do not place any faith in the labor movements of their
respective countries. Thoy remenber too clearly thnt Hitler used Poles,
Ukrainians, Rumanians, Bungarians, etc. to carry out his tortures against the
Jews. The experience of the Jews of Europe with the Allied governments only adds
fuel to their conviction that they rust have a state of their own, an amy,
an apparatus, etc. Assinilation proved not to be a shield for the Jews of Germany
and of other countries. Every expericnce thoy have endured tends to confim
their nationalist aspirations. Is this not a changze worth mentioning in a
Workers Party resolution on the Jewish question? Bundreds of thousands of
Jewish workers were close to the socialist novement before the war if not
actually in it. The Bund was very strong in Poland. Yet these same Bundists
who fought Zionisn as a distuptive influence in the labor movenment, feel that
gionism is the only salvation.
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Our comrades do not seen to understand that Jewish nationalisn has
been raised to heights never before knowm. Most of the young people, and thoge
older ones who have retained any interest in the struggle for a better li.fe
link their destinies with Po.leetine. ' _

That does not mean that we do not moke a big fuse about the slogan
of #Open the doors of the United States to Jewish and all imnigmation®. Of
course we do. It is tremendously important as an expression of Aperican

- working class solidarity for Jews all over the world. It is an effective way

of exposing the Zionist program with its utter silence on Americals shameful
record on this issue, It is a means of exposing their utopian reliance on
British and American favors. An American labor movement that {s not afraid
of adnitting Jews into the United States has taken a big step forward in

-eradicating anti-senitism from its own ramts. It becomes nore internmational
"minded, it will be drawn closer to a sympathy with colonial revolt 1n the Middle
- East a revolt in which the Jewish pro'blem plays a major role. S .

It is significant to note in connection with the heightened nationalia:

“of the Jewish masses in Europe, thot in the resistance mvements, Fra.nce, Poland

Holland etce Jews formed their ovm z:lonist cells.
' have '
Whgglwe to say to these EuroPea.n Jews who pla.ce Ara.'b opposition to

i

, Jewish Imigration on the same level as British opposition? OQur sections in

Europe, small though they are, can do a good educational job if they will take

."an interest in it. Ve rmust say to then that ®the Arab natives are as rmch the
‘wictims of inperialist agrogsion as you are? In your case it was Germany, in

their cage it is the British and Aherican empires? . You cannot hope to overcome

. Arab opposition to irmigration without linking yourself to the anti-imperialist
. struggle. The demand for a Jewish cormonwealth as & concession from the

British againgt the wishes of the Arabs will make your position absolutely
hopless. Your only hope of realizing a Joewish state in Palestine is through the
creatioh of a socialist federation of ifiddle Bast Arab states? This is not

- inmediatoly realizable because the Arabs ‘@0 not trust you as yet, because they

are not in a position to grant this demand for a host of reasons. (see bolow)
Show your solidarity with the Arab fight and you will 860 how quick.'ly Am‘b

' projudices agoinst Jows will nelt ‘away". .

At thia point I rmst quote Trotsky 1est I be acoused of being a
"Zionist apologist.m ‘ _ » ,\'

¥Are we not correct in saying that a world socialist federation
‘would have to make possible the creation of a 'Biro-~Bidjan!. for
those Jews who wish to have their own autonomous republic as th e
arena for their own culture. It may be presured that a soclalist
democracy will not resort to compglsory assinilation. It may well
be that within two or three generations, the boundaries of an’
independent Jewish repu’ lic, as with many other national regions
will be erased., I have ncither time nor desirc to mdditate on
this. Our descendonts will know better than we vhat to doe I
have in nind the transitional historical period vhen the Jewlish
question, as such, is still acuto and demands adequato measures:
fron a world federation of workers! statos. The very samo nethod
of solving tho Jowish question which under docaying capitalisn has
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no Utopian and reactionary charactor (Zionist ) will under the
reginc of socialist federations, take on a real and salutary neaning. This is
what I wanted to point out. How can any Marxist or even.any consistent denocorat
object to thisit

I do not raiso this as an irmediate slogan for trade unions, labor parties,
amies, etce It is the typec of propaganda that only a genuinely revolutionary

. party can put forth. It represents a sharp cleavage from the line of present

Zionist parties, even the most left of theme It will not alienate Arabs if it
is made clear that only within the framework of a lfiddle Bast Arad federation
of states can such a progran be realiged. The Middle East is the most under-
populated section in the worlds The Arabs have a great deal to gain from Jewish
colonigations The Middle East cannot hope to dig itself out of its baokwa.raness
unless wostern industrial techniques are introduced;-vast 1rrigation works,
factorios, cormerce, schools, hospitals, etc. The opening up of the Middle
Fast (and I dontt mean by imperialist methods) to western culture helps the Arad
shake off his feudal dependency. And again to quote Trotsky, the transfer of
pop lations can under & socialist socliety take on a progressive character.
(Arabs to purely Arad states, Jews to Palestine, or a change £ boundaries, etcs)

JEWISH LA?BOR HOVE‘LIEM‘ N PALESTINE

The Erber document has another serious failing. It does not point out the
vanguard role of the Jewish labor movenent in Palestine or draw concrete ’
programmatic conclusions from ite. The resolution, in fact, makes no serious
attompt to analyze the various forces in Palestine today. It-does not state,
for oxample, that thore is no Arab nationalist party in Palestine and that the
first point in a transitional progran is the tuilding of such a party. The
Mufti party (corronly used title of Arab Nationalist Party in Palestine) does
not have the confidence of the masses and it does not have them enrolled in
large nunbers. There arc a few snall Arab parties that are opposition groups »
But they are so small, and it is impossiblo to got any information on then in
this country. It must be mentioned here that *° all the Arab groups
arc all united in opposition to Jowish irmigration » The syokosman for the pfufti
party is the Arab Higher Comnittec which is tho Palestinian arm of the Arab Leegug
vhich in turn is the creation of the British colonial office. It calls for

i indopendence fron Britain only when the Jewish question is on the agenda. It

has no progran for the magses, it depends on paid troublemakers to carry out

its line, it would sharply squelch any attempt at land reform, at achieving a
popular parlianentary sot-up, it will scbotago the denand for a comstituent
assenbly, it opposos genubne Arad trade unions, and helps organige company unions~
in fact tho Arab Higher Cormmittco is very closely attachcd to the British

colonial office. It talks about indopendence only when it is in a bargaining nood

How can Erberts roesolution mention the tasks of tho Arab nationalist movenent
without saying that it renains to bo built in Palestine, Saudi Arabia, and otler
backward Arab countrics. In Egypt, Syria, Lobanon, otc. thore are rass nationalie
parties vhich aroc poworful, and thoy too rmst bo won over to attitudo of fricnd-
ship for tho Jews, but there the tasks are difforent.

The point I an trying to make is that you cannot raise such demands as
constituent asseribly without rolating it to the task of building a genuing
nationalist nmovenent. Transjorden was ‘Riven its windopondenco' by Britain e
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Bow does that help the massas of that country? The British nado a doal with Enir
Abdullah vhereby, they socure military bases, get othor exclusive rights, etc.

I would like to hear this point oxplainocd more thoroughly. Exactly

‘whore do you raisc it, in what context, who is to raise, it, should not this

slogan bo linked with sonmo forn of protoction for Jewish local autonory —- which
is sonothing already in cxistenco to a cortain extent in Palestine??,? I don't

- soo how this slogan can stand by 1tsolf.

The vanguard role of the Jewish labor nmovenent, it seems to mo, is
tho point at which we start our transitional progran. Since it is the nmost
class conscious group in the M:lddle East we, the Trotsklf:lsts nust say to
thew " ... -.' _.1-; 'T . 9, c s

ERA L T T "?ou have built stung worker and famer wmionse
Unless you organize the Arabs into these same unions, you have built your house
on sand. The tractor and the plow made of a crooked branch cannot exist side by

- sido. The nisecry of the Arab peasant arises fron his backwardness; from the fact
that ho is in constant danger of losing his land to the usurer that where he

works as a shareoropper, he does not- derive enough from the land ovmer to exist,
that the civil adninistration is a British adninistration and not ' a Palestinian
one, consequently it does not protect him against the landlords and usurers, aad

. that the British .and thé Jandlosde aro in a coalition to keep hinm depressed. We
.Join you in fighting for your demands,and for ours, and cease your opposition
to Joewish :lmigration, etc. etc.t ,

\‘

' It should also be noted here that the rost progreseive Arab trade unions
are the ones organized by the Histsdruth deapite the fact that they are Jim
Crow unions.

COnrade Erber writes; "To the democratic demand of la.nd to the peasant
(ny note- the biggest source of worry to the Arad peasant is that he keeps
losing his little patch to the usurer) mst bo linked ‘tfo transitional progran
of the Fourth International, as adapted to the specific conditions of Pglestine.

I would like to 'know how we, the Workers Party,make the adaptation.

Thus the crux of rmy criticism of Erberts proposed resolution is that
he is very hagy on everything except the establishnent of a ﬂpowerful revolutionary

' uarxist party® in Palestine.

Fine. But don't we have something coixcrete to say on the problens of

today and tomorrow. Is A,rab-.]‘ewish unity and constituent assenbly onough?

I neant to suggest a list of slogans in accordance with the ideas

‘outlined here, but therc is no*timo for that now. It is not important at this

nonont. If tho party decides that it rust go into the question more thoroughly, '
such a progran will be devised. If the party feels that it is not our Jjob, oy
slogans certainly won't be  neocessary. '

- But I think we can make an mportant contri‘bution to the Jewish question,
one that will act as a guido to our European comrades on this question, & progran.
that will be a beacon in tho Arnb-Jowish anti-imporialist struggle, a prograa :
that will win * Sowish workers in the Upitod States to our movomont.

Jeesie Kearen
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