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MINUT®S OF THE ACTIVE WORKERS CONFLRENCE RN
OF THE WORKERS PARTY

', . ¢

Novembor 8;9; 1947

. . . . -

: s&nrdsv, Nov. 8 1047
. The oonferﬁnce was convened &t~ 11:30 bv Comrade McKlnney, ‘7o

National'uecretary. The representatives of the SWP Minority were
welcompd and- seated ag rpgular delegates.

The confprence than procn ded to a roll call for the soatlng of B
"aelegatpso o v S

T ',.~ T T TRV TNt

Election of Commlttees. f;i?‘ffilif;_{t<ljgf.;‘;

The Natlonal Committee designated Comrade Born as a membnr of;“

the Presiding Committoe._‘ ‘«‘- v
Nominations. Donaldson, Spattle ’j . ,,@;Seymour,»chloago o
o =r....- . Gannlck, Buffalo - : = . .. Murrain, Buffalo
Vu’~;‘i;ﬂ-?or;"’; Byer, Frisco - -~ - . - Leviky, Bronx. .. .
“ov o, WY Saunders, New*York -« 7 - Smith, Akron.."
S -+ ., Mary Bell, NY - oy Ll i ~Martin, Chicago
- Ferguson), Chlcago N A

'V_ O'Connor, Frisco A - ,5o,”m,
O'Connor, Gannlck Byer, Saunders, Bell Ferguson, Seymour Levsky,
declined nomlnations. . . S

4

Presiding Committee of Bern, Donaldson, Smlth Martin Was plected. (
- The Natlonal Commlttee deqignated Comrade Barsh as a member of L
the Credentials Commlttee TR : P A o
Nomlnaflons~ Gannick Buffan! o C-'ﬁ}ﬂmriift,'fffl;n;i‘i;uiLr |
Morris, Marhattan, Local NY BRI “*‘5?' '

EE .- - EEEN FaEN B
! -

Creuontlals Commlttee of Barsh Gannick and Morris was plectpd.
©: - Comrade McKinnay prpsnnted recommnndpd chanﬂns 1n thé agnnda of |
che Conference, (Sﬂe attﬂchod ) U |
. Motion: (Billy) Report on UAW fraction be struck from ﬁhe agﬁnda
~and the time distributpd among the othPr discusslons.~ Defeatpd

J ”i : Motion: (Beyer) To leave tpe unity report 1ntact and accoot thp
' é_recommended changes. Defeatod '

Motlon: (Murrain) To leaVP the UAW report as 1s. Dpféatpd
' ]

X Motion.(Shachfman) That on these mo*ions there be one speaker
for and one agalnst. Carrled _ . .

Moticn: (Blilly) We accept the recommendatlons "for todav and
refer to the Preddlng Commlttee the scheduln for tomorrow.- Carried.




R“PORT OF CREDENTIALS COMVITTuE

There were 43 regular delegatos to the conferonce
& Delegates Alternates '

- LKRON 2 2
BALTIMORE 1
BUFFLLO -2
CLEVEL/ND
CHICLGO
DETROIT

- LOS NGELES-
®  NEWARK

. PHIL DELPEIA
88 FRIZCO
B SEATTLE

. WEST VA
- HARLEM
g INDUSTRIAL
8 o MANHATT.N
- BRONX :
.. BROVNSVILLE P
“SWP MINORITY‘3

T o
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Fraternal Dolpgate

fNY City. Comm.
-Baltimore
~Buffglo
‘Cleveland
.Reading

“West Va

“Harlem

“Youth ~

- Youngstown
Natlonal Office .
¢ National Comm, 2

e g IR
o 3
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P UNITY MWD THR EPC -~ Goldman for 45 minutes ~ (See attachpd wany
s MCKInney requested 15 minutes to pr@sent his views ' His request
~was_granted, (sne attached "B") ' ‘ .

The following particlpatad in thp dlscussiow'

Donaldson Seattle - Falk, Youth
Hauser, Cleveland Murrain, Buffalo’
Beyer, Frisco ’ Draper, .Los ingeles
Findloy, Brownsville: . Orozco, Frisco
' Jenkins, Balltmore '~ Howe, Industrial
*Judd, NY -~ S :Kimbay, Harlem
Miller, Baltlmore -~ Gates, NC,

- Summary - Goldmen 30 min.

C Motion (Klmbay, Harlem) The AWC recommernds to the PC that it
. amend 1lts statement on Unity along the following lines: Whlle the

‘ question of unity ls no longer an lmmedlate 1ssué as it was in Febru-
ary and should no longer be kept at the forefront of our program, the

88'



.. and orgarnlzational rights,

;y'WP should.- nﬂvorthnloss continue ity fight for unity,

{5 That 1t spell out thn rlphts ond conditions on the basils of which
¢ a fruitful unity will be posslble,

That 1t place the blame for nonachievement of unity on the SWP

}i lesdership's fallure to guarantec these animum condltlono whioh alone
' .. ecan result in a lasting unity.

14 for - 15 against - 2 abstontions

Motlon (Howe) . That we reverse our line on unIty. A '
3 for - 31 ngainst - 1 abqfention

Motion (McKinney) (1) In view of thé concrete political situation

/7," {n thé US and in the world at large, and the clead need Tor the banner

6f thé WP to remaln unfurled, the Parfy reésolves o exert all 1ts
‘efforts toward making the Workers Party, the rallying center for the
building of the revolutionary psrty in the US. Looklng to this con-
summation, the Party resolves to maintain its polifical integrity, to
hold to its organizatlional Independence snd separateness, The Party

"'resolves to propragate 1lts theor=tical principles and its political

1deas and program, to advance 1fs oPfganizational principles in order
to win the workers and toilers to 1ts own banner, snd to defeat 1ts
‘opponents by the superiorlty of 1ts program and 1ts effectiveness In
the class struggle,

Baging ourselves on the concrete politlcal situation as the Darty
has analys~d it, for the US and for the Wworld; and on the rdgl sittation
In the 4th Infhrnqtion 11, we affirm and take cognizance of the fact
~ that the US is and will remain the ¢enter of world political and eco-’
" nomic activify. The accompaniment to this 1s the strateglc 1mport;n09
of the proletariat in the US., "The organization of th~ workers 57 the
world depend upon and will walt upon the politicdl leadership of the
powerful and politically educated ‘merican working class,

This determines for us our role and our plaoe. This is a call
to our Party to assume the Iecadershlp in thlis development and Indlcates
the responisibllitlies we must assume, Thls means nothing léss thaid that
the WP estdblish itself a politlcal center., ‘e establish the Party as
such a center here in the US and seck the adherence 6f all thosé lndi=

5;i'v1duals end groups which are in substantial sgreement with the theoret-

lcal, political and organizational principles of the WP,

i " In order to projerct the Party Into this situation and in order
that the Party may fulfill f£his misslon without politlical and organlza-

+. tlonal restPlction ond constraint, we reverse on the question of vni-
.- Tlcatlon with the S7P, This shall Include all unlty comalttments to

7 thd IWC, the SWP end the committment to the IEC on conditions for

- attending the EPC, ' ‘

" To 1Inform the IRC 6f £his decilsion, At the samé tlme to demand
that the WP be admitted to the EPC with full parlimentary, polltical

- . - L.

Should the IEC refuse full participation o the WP on the anpove
cordlitions, the WP will refraln from partlcipation in the BEPC,

O for ~ 31 againsf - 5 chstentlons
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NC Resolutlion on Unlty - 26 for ~ 5 against -~ 4 abstentions,

ASKS OF THE® PARTY - Shachtman - 45 mlnutes (gee \+tnphnd nan 4 ~
34 for 1 abatention (Clnvn.qmend, - Carrfed o Mym)

B -

UMY FRACTION MTETING REPORT ~ Widlck for'15 minutes

A )

ADJOURNMENT

'SUNDAY November 2, 1047 - o . o

_ Conference convened at 9 30 . Bécause of small attérdaice it~
was decided to postpone discussion on UAW fraction report untll after

" Youth Report,.
YOUTH ORGANIZATTON - Falk 50 minutes

- - - -

L Motlon: (Gannick) Where 1f Is acGepEable to the elected delegates
;they allow thelr youth representative to take the floor, Carried.

'_The follosing comrades participated in the discussioﬁ:,

- ~ L

Kidd, Seattle . Dean, NY ~
Lirberman : - Bllly, Detroit’

. Young, Buffalo : - Housepr, Cleveland
Martin, Chicago I . Phylllis, NY

- Herper, Phila . , Bob, Frisco

'AMorgan, Seattle S Bea,Gray, NY

‘UAW FRACTION MEETING REPORT - Widlck ~ 15 minutes S

g Widick summorizod ths fraction mesting andhe following part-
'cipatcd in the discussibn'

Noah, Industrial = - - Hillyer, chicago
Harper, Phila -. ~ +  Bern, NC
Gannick, Buffalo . . ‘Murraln, Buffalo
«Byep, Frisco : : : 0'Connor, Frisco
_ Houscr, Clnveland - . Ferrls, Buffalo
ORGANIZATION R?PORT - Gould - 75 minutes (See attachad "®")

Changes in personnel.

" Berg to Chicago
Draper & Russéll to NY
Gates & Bell to Los Angeles
Fenwick to Newark
Mchrmott to West Virginia ™~
tan sand Tova Lauren to Pittsburgh

Supplsmontqrv report on Press =~ Bern

- . L~ - -

‘ im~ndm~nt by Beyer to Proprqm of ucfion ~"that the sectlonof ~
document dedling with the 6rganizstion of the trads unlon department
be amended to read " movad the UAW fraction 8r center of ULW fraotlon
. to Detroit". Referred to Politlcal Committnec, 25253
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* Amendemnt to Snctioﬁ‘III on Popular Literature by Corbin:

""That we place high on the priority list a pemphl-g, simplv
written, slented primarlly toward industrial workersi, tying together
our transitional progrom with our socialist perspesctive, and showing
the road which we think open to the imerlean working class to a S
gocianllisft soclety. This pamphlet would not only present transitional .
demands to the working closs but show how, thru organizing into real
rank and file groups 1in thé unions, fighting for Eransitions2l démands,
we end wp with a riew soclety, In"short, 1ts » "sfralght from the
- §houlder" pamphlef explalning what we are tPfylng to do and how, In -
" the union movement and our porspectivv for theumerican working class. oS

. "~ The pamphlet would be In a sense a programitic sta+ement and
. wseful in all flelds of party work, Raforred to PC.;
.‘Motlon: (Brad) Postpone fund dfiv~ one month, D@fpafnd R

LT To conduct a national FEPC. campqign. Carrled,
Reporﬁ on Program of uctlon - Carried | ‘ e
Report on Pr@ss . Carrind

-

.. Thé oonfnrence closnd with the followino remarks bv Comradof
shachtman and the singing of thp Internqtional .

Comrade Shachtman - Lat mé announce thn official decision”of all the
Gomradss of the SAP Mlnority gfoup to joln the Workers Party and the
decision 6f our.Natlonal Committee to accept them cs members with™
full rights, "I am very happy to take thls opprortunity on the part , :
of all of -us to extend to thegse comrades and other members of the sWp
- who have jolned us In the last weeks the warmest fraternal welcome,

- I feel that this conference marks a real turning point for -vrp
Party. [Lis Comrade Goldman sald the mythologr"so bullt up by the SWP
about its perty which had such en effect on its membership and such -
" & different effect upon our membership is now in ruilng dispersed by
the cold alr of reallty, Mythology always glves way to thD advance
of science which is bqsed upon truth, e -

Ae” notn with’ satischtion the rasolution of our miIltants in the'
U;w, the first natlonal wreting of our fruction of 35 delegatsm, ‘

We have seen this general conference now belfif concluded which
wa§ living proof that we have a politically ~ducated, growing and
3 active cadre actlively particlp2ting in the class struggle and pré-—
E senting Lhe progrqm of our party to wider and wider sections of the
&  people,

- - . - - - -

‘ ‘ We see thaot for the first time in yAars thé question of 5 ?outh o
b movement is being taken up serloitsly by the party, 'e knoWw at this
¢onference the question of reinstituting the youth movement Was not
tiken with sufficient seriousness, with sufficl~nt confidencé that
1t can be bullt, We must absohtely bulld”up a vouth movement., Tver
where we don't have youth comrades we must assign other comradrs to
try In the next period to provide the party with this good right arm
which 1t now lacks, We cannot and must not ignore fhis problem,

(Balaaoo of remarko not recorded) C i;i;t@
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= ACTIV® WORKERS CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
¥ ’
3 Saturdny, Novembsr &, 1947
5 Organizatlon of thp Conference : - #10-11 60
3 Roll Coll i
L - Seating Minorlty Delegates T
%Zf -Agenda, Tlme Schedule, Rules Committee
) RYPORTS FROM THE PLFNUM : .
’:g I, Unlty & EPC ~- Goldmanm o . . 45
e LUNCH ' ' 90
- Dlscussion (7 min) - o , %1:130-4:30 180
s Sum mary ) . - ‘ . ‘ : 30
Voting | o | S | o
: ' . DINNER . 4 . 3 60
II. Tasks of the Perty - Shnchtman *#6:45 - 45
Discussion = {7 min) : S . - 180
Summary , L : : K &0
: Votlng SR ' o : ﬂ
- : Sunday,‘November T, 1947 . :
g .Roll Ca 1 - S . #9-9:30 : 30
§.  III. Program of ictlon - Gould N o "5
3 . DisGUSsion - (7 min) - o o . .
5 S ' ‘Iunch . o '
- Discussion ? %#1:30-3:30 180
A Summery - B - , o - 30
k. Voting ‘ : o ‘ Lo
g Iv. Report on UAW Frqction Mvhking - Widlck ‘ ; 30
Discussion - (5 mln) , C o 60
. Summary o : 15 .
E | o DINNTR
. V, Youth Orgﬁnizatlon - Falk . ' #8:30-9 ’ 30
3 Discussion (5 min) ; S : . - 60
- Summery ' : k 30
_ o _4DJOURNMENT
S * % 3* T
¢ The IOllOWlng changes In the agendn wera epproved by the Conference:
2 Discussion on Unity 2nd EPC 150
3 Lunch ‘ 60
- Discussion on Tasks of Tarty ~ . 150
- U.W Fraction Report = - - 15
2 , " Dlscusslon 30
- ’ " Youth Orgsnization - chnnged to first point on ngenda Sunday,
- Dlscussion on Program of Actlon 150
N .
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RULES FOR ACTIVE WORKERS CONFBRSNC&

E1, Conference sessions shall begin at 104AM SQturdny and at Q“M ounﬁay;.
= The Conference shall edjourn at no later than 11 PM each day, ‘

2, There shall be a Presiding Committee of five eldcted by the Con-
ference from omong the regular delegates, excépt for one member .
who gshall be designat:d by the National Cormittee from emonr 1ts S
members. ' v A o

* The” Presiding Committee shqll have general charge of ﬁhe procedure _

. "of the bonference nnd shall select the Cha 1rman for the Conforenoe -
' sessions. ; : ,

L. . - - —-— - T - e

;- Only regulnr delegqtes and frﬂ+erna1 dtlegates shall be‘entitled
- to_ the floor. , :

J4. _Voting shall ba by shmv of hands. C T o o i
.QS.' The °oeok1ng time for repowters qnd delegates shqll be a3 adopted
. - in the Conference schedule. o . _ ; : oy
6. No delégate may get the floor the second time untll after all
: -delegates who have not spoken and who desire the floor hava had a
-ohance to speak,

-

7 e A sesslon of the Conference 1s the oeriod betweesn roll call and
recess for mesls. : :

VB."If a regulﬂr delegate has not ‘been seated by the conoluslon of
‘the roll call the alternate who ‘has been gseoted sholl remaln seqted
for the session. S

9, There shall be a Credentlals CommitEce of three;  one member of
whioh shqll be deqlgnated by the National Committee .

S taiandmeets




