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LETTER OF RESIGNATION OF JAMES BURNH.AN
New York, May 21, 1940.

To'the National Committee of tho Workers Party

e
I am ccapelled to place before the oommwttee the queation of my status in rela=-
tion to the rewly i'ormed Workers Partiy.

E The faction fight in the Sosialist Workers Party, its conclusion, and the recemt

- formation of the Torkers Party have bs=.. in my own case, the unavoidable oocoa=

9 s 1oh for the reviev of ry own theoretacel and political beliefs, This review -
9 has shown me that by no stretching of terminology can I any longer regard myself,
3 ox permlt others to regard me, as a Harxist, .

Of the most important beliefs which have been assoolated with the Harxist move-.
ment, whether in its reformist, Leninist, Stalinist, or Trotskylst variants,
there 18 virtually none which I accept in its traditional form, I regird these
beliefs as either false or obsolete or meaningless; or, in a few cases, as at’
bost true only in a form so restricted and modified as no longer properly to be
toalled Larxist,

This ‘communication is not neant to be an elaborate analysis or a lengthy personal
. oredo. Nevertheless, I wish to illustrate my opinions with a fow specific examples:
a5, Te iw | opind A o Rad
, T?rejeot, as you know, the "philosophy of Marxism", dialectical materialism, I-
. h ave nover, it is true, accepted this philosophy, In the past I excused this
¥~ discrepancy and compromised this belicf with the idea that the philosophy was ‘
"unimportant” and "did not matter" so far ns- practise and politios were concerned,
Exporience, and further study and reflection, have convinced me that I have been -
wrong and Trotsky = with so many others - right on this score; that dialectiocal -
. materialism, though scientifically meaningless, is ‘psychologically and historiecally
> o’ {ntegral part of Marxism, and does have its many and adverse effects upon -
praotise and polltlcs. :

The general Marxian theory of "universal history s to the axtent that it has any
. _effpirical content, seems to me dlsproved by modern historical and anthropological
o 1nvestigation. ,

i Marxian oconomics scems to me for the most. part eiﬁhor false or obsolcte or mean-
1ngless in application to contemporary economio phenzmenn. Those aspcects of
Marxian economics which reotain validity do not seam to me to Justlfv the theoreti-
eal’ structuro of the eoonomios. :

f  Not” only do I beolieve it meanlngless to say that "sooialism is inoevitable" and
Palse that socinlism is "tho ,tnly alternotive to oapitalism"; I considor that on
the basis of tho ovidenco now availdble to us n now form of axploitative soclety
(#hat'I eall "manngerial society") is rot only possible as an alternative to
capitalism but is-& more probablo outcomo of tho proesent period than socialism.

As ‘You know, I do not ‘bolievo that Russin can be considered n 'workors stato" in
any “intelligiblo senso of the term, This opinion, howover, is related to for more
Basio ‘oconclusions: for axamplo, that Stalinism must be undorstood as ono manifosta=
tion of :tho samo gonoral historical forcos of which fasoism is nnothor manifestoe
tions, Thoero is still doubt in my mind as to whothor this conclusion applics also
to Loninism and Trotskyism,
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I dieagroo flatly and ontirely, as Cannon has undorstood for a long whilo, with
ta3 Loainist ¢-nception of o party -~ not meroly with Stalin's or Cannon's modi-
fisations of thes conception, .but with Lonin's and Trotsky's, I disngroo with

tuo tuoory of vhe pa*ty, but oven morc; and moro. important, with the ostablishoed
pritarn of tohavicr which displays the ohcractor of the party as a living reality,
Tho Leninis% typo of party soams to ne inoompatiblo with genuino scientifio
mothod and gonuino domooracy, :

In the light of such boliofs, nond oth'rs similar to thor, it goes without saying

that I must roject a considorable part¢of tho programmatic documeonts of tho

- Fourik In+o’n*t19uullst movement (dccoptod by tho Workors Party.) Tho "transition

- program" doctmoat scoms to mo - as it 'protty much did whon first prosontod - moro
o loss arrans nonsonso, and a koy axamplo of thoe inability of Marxism, ovon in
tho honds of its most brilliant intollootunl roprosentativo, to handle contempor=-

- ary histery,

Thoso boliofs, ospecially in their. negitive aspoct - that is, insofar as thay in-
volve disagrécmont with Morxism = aro not at all "suddon" or cpisodic, nor are
thoy products morcly of tho rooont fnction struggle, Soveral I havo always hold,
Many others I havo hold for scmo yours, Othors have, during tho past yoar or two,
¢ hanged frem doubt or uncort: vinty into conviction. Tho faction fight has only
sorved to ccmocl mo to mako thom oxplicit and to consider thom moro or 1088 in

t hoir entiroty, I undorstand, naturally, that many of thom aro not "new" or

. "original," and shat in hold:ng somo ,of thom I find mysolf in vory bad company,
However, I havo novor boen able to Jung tho truth of boliofs by tho moral charao-
tor of thos who hold them,

* 4# * % %

- Tho ncwly formod Workers Party is a Marxist party, and mora pﬁrtlculquy a Bolsho-
1'vik o Leninist party. This is not.a moro mnttor of dofinition. It is guaranteod
alikc by its programmatic dooumonts (ospceially tho koy decumont cn "The Aims,
,ho Tasks, and tho Structurc of tho Workers Pnrty"), by the stataments and convie-
‘tions of the ovorwhelming majority of its londorship and of a substantinl mojority
of its mcmborship, and by tho habits of action of this majority, It is striking-
- ly aymbolizod by tho statomont on tho masthond of Labor Action that the party is
o socblon of the Fourth Intornational, by tho dofinition of its thoorctical mo.go.=
~ zino as "an organ of rovolutionary Marxism," by tho roitoratod appeal in the koy
 documont abovo mentionod tn "tho rovolutionary traditions of Marx, Engcls, Lonin
§ ond Trotsky" and to tho "principles of Marxism," and by tho convention opisodo .
i of tho cablc to Trotsky., Nothing vhatevor "in tho faction fight indicntcd a doci-
¥ sivo tondeney away from this oriongations on tho’ contrary, ovory sharp suggostion
~in such o dircotion was at onco blockod. In ronlity, tho split from tho Social=-
Fist'”orhors Party was not bascd upon anything fundamental, and tho ‘‘orkors Party
axists now as a faction of tho Trotskyist movemont, This was tho actual causo. of
tho axtreme difficulty which -tho faction found in drawing up its positlon on "tho
t nnturc of tho party" and in differontiating that positicn from Camnon's, This °
was hard to do, was in fact not dong, booauso tho twa positions, oxocpt in dotaila
and omphasos, did’ not recally differ, <

I do not, of courso, wish to mitiguto my own shoro of rospons1bil1ty ‘for what hap=
ponod in tho immedintc and tho more distant” past._ I wish hero to rezord the facts.

p. as I soaw thom, among which is that fact that I havo not beon a full-timo polibical
k. workors and havo not ~aocoptod a full sharo of, organizational- rospon81b111ty.

L From tho facts cbout my own prosont bolicfs and tho charactor of tho Workors Party,
tho following conclusion inescapably follews: I canndt bo a loyal mambor of theo
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Jorkors Party; I ocannot accopt its program or diseipline; I cannot spoak or aot
for At~ Haturally I do not discgroo with ovorything for which tho ¥orkors Party
~ stoandse I boliovo that sooinlism would bo o good thing if it oan bo achiovod
- ‘(though "sooinlism as a moral idonl" is in bad roputc among Marxists, wo loarn).
I o groo with tho Jorkors Party attitudo toward tho war, at loast insofar as this
was. involved in tho just concluded faoctlon disputo, But I sharo agroomont on
" thoso .points with many othcr organiz..tions nnd tns of thousands of individunls
wholly apart from tho Workors Porty. o the axtont that I funotion politically,
I oannot confino what I say and do to rhapsodios on tho dosirability of socialism
. and donuncintions of both camps in tho wor,  This was brought homo to mo with
t.  partioular koonnoss by tho first public mass maoting of tho Workers Party. For
. o ywoolk I tricd to figuro out whot I could any, and I could not find any way of
E ,(saying what I folt I ought to scy ond still apponr on tho platform as a loyal
f s pokosmon of tho groups I finally compromiscd onco more, spoke "scfely" on the
third oamp, and folt liko a liar whon I had finishcd, '

W0 altcrnativos only, thereforo, prosent thamsolvos to mo:

{Continuing as a membor of tho porty, I oan immediataoly launch a faction struggle
along the lincs suggestod by this documcnte This struggle would, of courso, bo, -
- from'a political and thoorotical standpoint, far broador and moro fundamontal than
Jho strugglo just concludod with Canron, and would have as its gendral aim, from
my standpoint, to broak tho group altogcethor away from Marxiem, '

k. Or I can simply soparato from tho Workors Party,

From tho usual concoption of "prineiplod" and rosponsiblo politics, tho first
‘courso is incumbont upon mo, Howover, I do not bolicko that it makes sonso undor
*tho notual ciroumstancos, On the ono hand, a sharp fretion struggle now in tho
Workors Party (in which my point of viar would be supportoed by o vory small minori-
. ty) would mean tho broakup of tho group, at tho very lonst its rcduction to impo- .
‘tonce, - and it boging with foundations nono too firm, What could bo goinod would
ot: bo worth whilec, would simply not moan anything politieally, On tho other hand,
"I porsonally am not willing to undortake loandorship in such o strugglos I am net,
E hovo not boen, and cannot bo a "practienl politician," an "organization man,"
- abovo all not a "londor,"

Thus, the socond course aleno ramaihs,
£ K % % %

It will bo thought and said by many that my prosont bolicfs ond tho docision which
£ ollows from thom «ro a "rationalization" of, on ono sido, tho prossurc of a soft
and bourgeois personal onviromment, nnd, on the other) tho influcnco of ‘the tor=
riblo dofcats of labor, nnd mankind during tho past twonty yoars, and of tho war
orisise ' S

I should bo tho last to protend thot any man should bo so brash as to imaginc that
ho knows clonrly tho motivoes and springs of his own actions, .This whole lottor

may ,be only an ovor-claborato way of. saying tho singlo scntonco: "I fool like
quitting polities," It is cortainly tho oasc that I am influcnced by tho dofonts
and botrayals of tho pnst twonty and more ycors, Thoso form part of tho ovidonco
for my boliof that Marxism must bo rojoctod: ot overy singlo onc of tho many tosts
pr ovidod by history, Marxist movomonts havo oithor faniled socialism or botrayod it,
-And._ thoy. influcnoo also my foolings and. attitudos, I know that, As for my "por-
~sonal lifo", how is onc ovor to know which i1s chickon and whioch oggs whothor une -~
- willingnoss fully to ontor Marxist politics confusos boliofs, or whothor clonr bo-
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liof's, koop ono from ontoring Marxist politics fully? I am a littlo tircd, I
oonfuss, of tho habit of socttling accounts with. oppononts and oritiocs, of decoiding
ssiontific disputos, by smug roforoncos to "ratiomnlizotions" ard tho "prossurc of
d1lén olassos and influoncos," Bodauso this habit is o woll ostnblished pert of
tho tr"dition of Mnrxism is not tho locnst of my objoctions to Uarxism.
‘e

My bolicfs aro fncts; and tng dofonts and botrayals, and tho modo of my 1ifo and
my tastos aro also facts. Thore thoy arc, whatovor tho truth about sourecos and
origins and motivcs.

.

¥k k % % &
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. Onino “idoological, thoorotic or pollticql ground, then, can I rocognizo, or do I
fool, any bond or allogirnes to the Workors Party ( or to any othor Harxist party).
That 'is simply thc 0280, .0 and .I .can no longor protond cbout it, cithor to mysolf

‘er to othcrs, A

TUnfortunntely, ono factor still romains, This factor is & ‘'senso of moral obliga-
ticn and rosponsibility to my past solf - sovon yoors dominated, howuver, inndo-
quatoly but on the wholo, by.lnarxism or any comparablo structuro, cannot ba wipod

“out’ by a fow minutos ot tho typauritor = and moro ospcoially to othor porsons, '
to whoso witk whom I have joinod in loyal collcboration on both sidos, ond to
‘othors who havo beon influoncod: in their idoas and . acts by mo, Trotsky and Ccnnpn
will uxpTOit my dacision as o coufirmation of thoir viows - Burnhom!s quitting

will bo, by thuir ronrinblo by humwnly undorstandablc logic, ovidonco for tho
truth of thcir opiniors on the charactor- of tho war, tho naturo of the Russian-
stato, and tho rolc of Russia in tho war, To many membors of ths Worliors Porty,
my soparation will arpoar as a dosortions From'a moral and porsonal point of viaw,

- I oannot but agroo that thoro will bo.a good doﬂl of.truth in this 1= tcr judgmont.

B ut this 1uotor, woighod ¢ gulnst tho othors, is ne longor svfficiont 4-r: dcc1dc
«y:aotions, Indood, it now socms clear to me thot if it had not boon for thoso
moral and parsonsl oonéidnrﬁtlons, I should proparly hovo loft tho party somo

w hilo agoe. On the grounds ‘of boliofs and intcrosts (which aro .also n ‘faot) I havo
;or sovorﬂl yoors had no rval pl*co in a HMarxist party,

This comnunication constltucos ny dofinitivo rosignation fron tho group, ‘Howévor,
booauso of thec obligations which I roeognize, I am, within strict limitations,
proparod to discuss with tho committoo, if ¢, ho committoo so wishos, tho mannor
of my soparation, Thero arc four altornativos:

1, Tho cormittee can axpol mee Thoro would be no difficulty in finding grounds

. for apulsions I havo alrondy uritton an article, which, if published in tho non-
pwrbydpruus (qnd thoro is the opportunity for such publlcqtion), would bo qdoqu;to

groun Se

2. I can simply withdraw, ‘without any spocial notico being tnkon on cithor -sido,
from the group and its activitlos.

3. 1 oan bo, nmqinall&,‘grantod d‘“lorvc of abscnco" for six months.  If this al-
tornative woro choson, thero should bs no mmsundorstandlng. Tho future is novor
cortain, but tho probnb11ity of such a loavo's coming to an ond mould bu very
sllght indocd, :

441 am, finally, proparcd, if tho cormmittoo fuols that it would moko any scrious ‘
differonce in this first poriod of tho group's indopondont axistonco, to carry out
o form of partinl collaborntion aurlng tho noxt two months, This would oconsigt |

pr 1mrr11y of uritlng 81gnod and unsignod articlos.for tho party pross, consistony

whe s



. * with tho rarty's position; and during that timo rofrnining from public aots oon=
teary to tho party and its program, At tho conclusion of thosc two months, any
of tho thros othor altornativos could bo put into offoct, I would not liko this

fourth solution, to be quito honost, but, ns I havo stated, I am proparad to
accopi 1t,

5 % % % %

Writing this lottor has boon a painfrl 1 difficult task for mo, It is in no way
an impulsive aot, but hus boen preoofed by tho most caroful and longthy doliborae-
tion, I am cbove cll anxious thet I avoid giving any improssion that I scck to
oxcuso or atonunto mysolf, my own wonkuoessos or doficicncies or failuros, I do
not proposoc to blomo othors or history for my faults. Yhon I say thet I rojoot
Marxism, I do not at all moan that I am scornful of or considor mysolf "suporior
to" Harxists, Not at all, I am humblo, boliovo mo, boforo tho loyalty, sacri-
fico nnd horoism of so many Morxists =~ qualities found so widoly within the ranks
of tho Workors Party, But I connot ~et othorwiso that I do,

"Belioving as I do, I cannot wish succoss to tho Workers Party; but I can and do
wish its mumbors woll, To tho oxtont that oach of us, in his own way and aronn,
presorvos tho valuos and truth and froodom, I hopo that we shall continuc to roe

gard oursolves as comrados, whatovor namos wo uso and whatovor labols may bo tiod
around our necks,

Fratornally yours,

Jamos Burnham,

Co
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‘Statoment of tho Political Committoo on Rosignation of
: James .Durnham from thc Vorkors Party

The lottor of rcs.’L%nation of Jo.mes Burnhar from: the Workers Part
nakes it crystal clear that he.hus abandoned the struggle against

.. thé war and for socialism. The Political Courlttoo does not conalder
- it neceassary, at this time, to enter into .an exthaustive reply to his

' attacks on our program ané movement, Much of vhat could bc said can
bo found in thc articlo, "Intellcctuals in Retrcat" (Now Intornational
January 1939), writton by Burnhaia in collaboraticn with comrado Shach-
~tman, We urge all com- ades to ro-read the article, .

Howevor, some briOf co:mionta on Burmzm1 and his letter are in ordor,

1, Weo nssume 'to begin with that the delogatea to the national
conventicn of the S.W.P. (and our own conference ) reported back to ¥
the mombers the frank and critical s*aeochc., of Comradc Shachtnan on’
the question of Burnham, In these speechc., it was explaincd that
the: m.rt-timo participation of Burnham in the 1eadcr¢'h113 of the move=-
nont:was duc to his inabllity to break fully with his old mannor of
life, and’ to subordinate himself - his personal, social and cultural
~intercsts = to the neads of the working class movemcnti The task of
‘the” party, Shachtmon added, vas to utilize Burnhan's talents ond ab-
~~d.11tic¢ to the maximum dezree possible under. the circumstance; and -
hat' time alon would toll wnnt his futura rolo in thv movc*1ent rould
,Lbe. -Burnhan h“s now giwn tho anguicre '

2e His lctter informs us that he has become convinced that |
Morxisd must be rcjectcd,s It is no scecref that Durnham has never
accepted dialectie matorialism. However, until nov he defoended the
Larxian thoory of history (its sociologicnl theories, and particularly
¥tuo oot erucicl elemcnt from the v.tuw soint of the socialist revolu-
tion, thc Marxian theory of the State). On February lst, 1940,
only a few montha azo, he wrotc tlat Wit is a direct falachood to
say-that I, or any othcr member. of the opposition, reJoct., the N'xr;:io.n
- theory of the State," ("Science ond Style")

by

' Today he finds that the Marxian theory of "universal history"
- 3 weasegled forrmula for the materialist conception of history and
the Marszian theory of the statc = has been dizproved by seicntifie
investigation. He has learned quite rapidly; and has so for kept the
evidcnce for thig conclusion-a dark secret.

L

21 80 also we zre told for the first tine thet Burnhsm congiders

E  morsiion economics "false or obsolete or meanlngless When did he

j  ind tals out? : : .

3 3e Mattors are worse when he prosents his viows on the politieal

. Droblo:ig’ of the wmoverient, It should b2 noted at the outset that '

¥ Surnhon falsifiocs his ovn prcvious po.,.u.‘clon. Tor example, hc writos:
"The 'trancition progranm! docwacnt Seemc to m@ = as it protty rmch
did vhon first prcsonted - more or less arrant nonsens€ees" __

' [ ]

: : dow easily Burnham deccives himself A.,., at least, all tho

J.ead:.na co'nra.des know Burnhom cgreed with, ond enthusiastically wel=- '
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conod tho gencral spirit of the transition program and tho main ideas
3 contained in it. Ho, as otherg, it is truc, differcd with cortain
., 8 formulations in thc document, and insisted that its concepts and .
] slogans be appliod concrctoly to tho .merican Sconc - but tho “
: criticism 4id not go beyond that., Nou it appcas that Burnham has -
£ - convinced himsclf that he always conuidcrcd tho trun ition progranm.
- 4d'morc or less arrant nonsenge ™} o

, A 4, So it is in thc mattor of hio attack on tho "Loninist type
of .party", ¢ finds that such a party is "incompotible with sclonte
. 1f{c mothod and genuinc dcnocracy", and givos the imprcssion that

;- this has always been hia position,

- Again no concecals the rosl ncaning of his attack - which is
b o rcepudiation of any rcvolutionary socialist party - bchind eritice
iams of "Loninisn" and "Bolshevism". Prceiscly vhat is he ageinst -
and what is he for? 1In the rocent foctional fight, Burnheom, as our
group as o whole, chargcd that Connon had adopted the party theory
_and practice, not of Lonnin, but of Zinovicv, He, as 211 of us, .
“fought for a rcvolutiona ry.socialist party.in the best troditions of
Lonin ond thc Bolsheviks, Luxcmburg ond Trotsky; a party with a '
Hdarxist progroa, dcmocraticolly organized, unitcd and contralized in
¢ormon action. Arc thc theory, md practiso of the Viorkers Party ."ine
compatiblce with gcn.uinn sciontific mcthod and genuine denoera cy"? ;
- Burnhcn wiscly cvades this conerctc question, 4nd “takes rcfuge in,the
- genorcl clanor of thosc who dosert the noveriont - against tho "Lonin-
~1a type of party",

- This is undcratandablc since wh*t Burnhar désircs above all’
is frocdou froa all rcsponsibility to any revolutionzry partye

" 5. Burnhan vrites that sincc the YVorkers Phrty is = ruvolutionr
“ry liarxist organization tho aplit from the S.'7.P. was not bascd upon
enything "fundonental®, . Yostorday he understood that our conflict .
with Connon and Trotsky was over the utratcgic 1 oricntction of tho

" Fourth Intcernational in the sceond 'Jorld “ar; nnd the charccter of
*rcginc of thc porty, porticularly in face of the war and the cxiste-
cnce of two politicclly irroconuilﬂblo tendoncics in the party. 4And
. that our strugglc for thce "third cap", agninst burcnuerantic conscrvoe-
tisn and for o dumoecraticelly orgﬁnlzcd ﬂnd centralized, activict
licrxist party lcnd to the split preciscly bocousc the difforcnccs
~went beyond "dcteils cnd cnph sos8"e o

_ Wo rcodily sgree with his renark th;t "Nothing whatever in

the foction fight indicated 4 deeisive tendeney cvay from this (Liarx-
- 1st) (Fourth Intcrn‘tiongl) oricntation; on the controry cvery shoarp
. guggecstion in such ~ dircetion was ot oncc blocked",

His prcsent viow of the significancc of the split 13 cntirely:
conprohonsiblo coriing <o it docs fro onc vho hcs broken with Liarxisn
and the soeialist novenient; ond hns jiven up the utrugglo ﬂguinst the
"VICP, - P A , ' S

v 6e Hc dceln rcs that ho is in 1grccwont with the ;orkcrs Party on
the wor, but slgo shhros this position "with nicy other orgonizotions”,
- Yhich organizations? Wherc arc they? JAgain: vhen did Zurnhan discovor

i ‘icn17 _ | : C 8
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, ¥ore important is, what practical consoquences does hc draw
I ' fron is "agrconent" with our anti-war progran? Only onc...descrtion
' of the movement against the war, And the rotirement - his real
.progrom - is given a "scientific" basis, "Socinlisn would be & good
thing if it can bc achicved" but the noxt probable stago of dovclop-
nent 13 2 new systen of exploitation, "managerial aociety e So why
do we need any rovolutionary party? Why conduct o hopclcss strugglo
against thec war and for gsocizlism? Sirnce this is tho real neaning of
Burnhan's letter of resignntion we can attribute his remarks on the
war as & "psychological hangovef}?

7e iAs h¢ suggests in his statcment;  "This lettcr may bc an ovor-

elaborate way of saying the single aentence. 'T feol like quitting
politics,!'" And so it 1s,

- The increased hardships of our omall movement in face of the
rapld developing war crisis - and the greater difficulties yot ahead -
placed hin (as cvery otler comrnds in the party) before a decisive

caolce: everything to the movement or personal passivity ond rctire-
ment from revolut*onqry politics, The {irst choice rcquires confie
dcnco in tho working class and the party; self-sacrifice, devotion
. and moral .eourage, Buyrnham, lacking thece eagcntial qualities, chose

Xo give up the struggles Whore thic will lend him torriorrow is yet
‘ to be seen, :

8¢ After recding hic lsetter it should be clear why he could not
mﬂgc a fight for his views in our Party, Hc has nothing to oifer the

. nonbers, noth1n§ to offcr the working class. lis attack on Merxism

4n the name of M"gcilentific method and genuine domocracy" and “truth

gnd freedom" cannot be tekan 3eriouuly since it 13 a pretekt for

| guitting revolutionary politiess 4rd vhy should he make any fight
in the Porty if his aim 1s %o quit the movement?

i 9¢ Tho Workers Party is deesply concerned with the struggle for
$ruth and freedom, Its methods are the methods of science ond democe
racye This struggle and these metho? are indepdarable from the struggle
agﬂinst the var and for socialism. They are an intcgral part of
§icrxici:, the self—cr1tical science of working claags rcvolutlon, with
thc 21d of which glone one cen explain the past defeats of thc move =
nent, understand the events transpiring around us, and forge the
ﬂnstruJents for proletarirn victory. Burnham has abandoned scienti fic
socialism, the gocialist mevement, the socialist goal, - He has thero-~
by deserted theé only meaningful struggle for truth and freedori, .

by 104 Confronted with Burnham's letter of resignation, the Politicel
- Lommities saw no reason to enter into an agreement with him, zs

Buggested by his four alternative proncosals. We acceptsd his resigna-
j +tion, effective immediately, -~nd decidcd to inform the mcibers as to
‘the true facts in the case,

i We are confident that Lne party ‘wemberg will understand the
) aigniflcﬁnce of Burnham's defcction, And continue with increcscd ener-
u¢gy our struggle agoinst the war and for socialian,

Political Committee of the

_ . Worlkters Party
fay 31, 1940 C9
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p< L/ RESOLUTION ON THE RUSSIAN QJ ESTION

l, The March, 1917, revolution in Ryssia overturned the Czarlst
autocracy, and established a provisional bourgeois-democratic regime
threatened from its very inception by the dual power of the workérs

. and peasanta (the Soviets). Havinz come to power late In history, in
the period of world imperlaliat decay, the bourgeoisie proved incap-
able of establishing a peaceful demecratic regime and of solving the

B . urgent problems of the democratic revolution, abowe all the agrarlan
d8 revolution. The Russian bourgcoisie, as the "revolutionary democracy"
¢ . of Kerensky, disclosed its Lnmpotcnce and its thoroughly reactlonary
character froa the moront it took over state power. It was inscpar- °
ably bound up with the rcactionary haperialisms of Europo and America,
‘1t continued the basic imporialist policy of the Romanov dynasty in
the war, it was incapable of breaking with the monarchilcal, semi~fcud-
2l and landholding classes and groups, and could romain in powor only
by summoning up an arch-rcactlonary military dictatoyship (Kornilov).
The chara cter of the historically belated 'revolutionary democracy"

of the bourgeoisie in Russia was c¢ven more clearly omphasized when it
was overturned in November, 1917, and thorcaftor sought to rostore it-
self to power: in the coursc of the civil war 1t not only unlted wilth,
but was dominated by the most rcactionary classes and elomends inside
and outside of Russia. Tho tost of ovents thus showod that thorc is
no durable basls for a bourgeola~domocratic Kercnsklad in Russila, that
1ts dissolution by the proletarian rocvolution can be prevented only by
i1ts transfornaﬁion Into a Bonapartist dictatorship or Fascism, :

s 2. The Bolshevik revolution of hovomber, 1917, carrlod out the o
“tasks of tho democratic revolution in.tho most drastic and thorough-
going manncor known in history, the Grecat French Revolution no excopted,
‘aweeplng away the last remnants of the monarchlcal and foudel order,
.and of national oppression. But because at the head of the revolution
stood the only class capable, in tho Russia of 1917, of carrying out
theso tasks, namely, the revolutionary working class, it found itself
compelled to defend its power by tho most radical encroachricnts upon
‘capitalist private property. Tho prolctarian character of the Bol-
‘shevik rcvolution was dctermined primarily by the fact that thoe work-
- ing class in power procceded dilrcctly from the domocratic to the soc~
- 1alist rcvolution by virtuo of the complcto cxpropriation of the in-
“dustrial and financlal bourgeolsle and tho natlonalizatlion of tho
means of productlon and cxchangc.

In sum, the working class, thrﬂugh 1ts representative democratlc
' organs, the trade unions, the factory coomlttecsa, and above all the
- Sovlots, catablishod a new type of statc, the workers! Sovict state
< the dicgatorship of thc prolctariat, guardod by 1ts proletarian Re&
Army; and with the polltlcal, cconomic and ‘111tary cxpropriation of
the bourgeoisio and thé landlords, proccoded to lay the foundatlons
of a sociallst soclety, , :

3, The Bolshevik rovolution, in 1ts concoption, aims and nothods,
i was a national rovolution only in form, but tho first victory of the
 intornational socialist revolution in ¢sasence, The rovolution broko
¥ world capitalism at 1ts weakest link, Tho Bolshcviks thoreforo pro-
.. . clalmed their internationalism from the vory boginning and declared
- that wlthout the ald of 'prolctarlan rcvolutions in the more advancod’
¥ countrios of Europo and Amorica, tho revolution in Russia would fail.
~ This was truc, and by 1t the Bolshoviks moant two things: First, thatd
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‘tho Russian proletariat in powor could not ostablish a socialist so-
cloty within the confines of ono country alone, that is, on tho basis
of onc workers! stato surrounded by a world of capitalist states; and,
sccondly, that wlthout the stato ald of the Westorn proletariat, tho
Russian proletariat could not even remain in powor in tho transitional
rcgime which its rovolution had innugurated. Given the betrayal of
socialism by thoe Second International, the Cormunist Intoernational was
then ostablished os the orgqn1z1ng cenuer the goneral staff, of the

world revolutﬂon.

A 4, Along with the task of advancing a rovolutlonary class line
on the internatlonal fiold, the Soviet state was confronted at home
with the task of cstablishing peacc and consolidating the foundations
of a soclalist soclcty. Te nrilscerable horitage of Cgzarism and tho

- ravagos of six ycars of imperiallst world war and the civil wars, left
tho workers! state with an almost univeorsally ruinoed cconomy and an
exhausted pcoplec in an overwhelmingly agrlcultural and backward coun-~
try. Thc first big post-war rcvolutionary movemont was suppressed by
the bourgcolsic of tho West, nctivoly assistod by the soclal derocra-
¢y, and was followed by & reclative stabllization of capitaliasm through-
out the world. Tho Russlan rcvolution iremalned 1solatod in a hostllo
oncirclement., The Bolsheviks were compelled to rctrecat to the N.E.P,
~that 1s, to allowing the devolopment of a capltalist scctor of the

- economy undor the control of tho workers! state in order to acquire a
" breathlng spcll, and a stronger oconomic basls upon which to procood
'at a later stage to tho soclalist affonsivo.

Moanwhile, tho countcr-rovolutionary activitics of the bourgoois- o

10 and the soclal domocracy had lecd to tho suppression of all partios

- except the Bolshevik, and, in 1921, ceven to the tomporary prohlbition ;

 of factions within the Bolshevik Party. The poriod of War Cormunism ;

““had, furthermore, fostercd the dovclopment of a scnl-military regimé

"~ in the country and to a conslderablc cextent Inside the ruling party.

In addition, thc Bolsheviks found themsclvea compelled, in the work _

of reconstruction, to draw Into thc economic and political machinery -

. of the country non-revolutlonary and cven anti-revolutionary olements,

- All theso circumstances contributed to the growth of a powerful bur-
caucratlc stratum in Soclet soclety and to the burcaucratic dlstortion

of the reglme., Control by the rcpresentative democrotic organs of tho

- worklng closs was groadually weakened, The Sovict state was a burcau=-

cratically-ﬂe;ormcd workers! statc, whose prolectarian charactoer was

caffirmed cssentially through the cxistence of the rovolutionary Bol-

shovik party of Lenin and Tpotsky and 1ts control of the state machlnoe.

5. The sharpest struggles of the best representatives of the
‘revolutionary workerst! stato, hexded by Lenin and Trotsky, werc dir-
ccted against the weakening of the revodutlonary internatlionalist
policy of thc party (bullding and clcansing of the Cormmnlst Intcrna-
tional) ; against the cconomic and political forcos at work to rostorc
capltalism; agalnst the burcaucracy and burcaucratism which threatencd
to undermine the rcvolutionary statc and 1ts conquests. A whole ser-
ics of factora contributed to the fallurc of thecse struggles, The
death of Lenin deprived the party »f the nost authoritative revolutlon®
ary volce in the country. The subaiding of the revolutionary wave in
Europe, ospeclally after the dofcat in Germany in 1923, ushered In a
period of cconomlc, political and idcological rcaction In the Soviet
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Union, In the precedlng period, tho revolutlon and tho civil wars

had physically destroycd many of tho solidest rcprescentatives of tho

revolutionary generatlon, and had worn down or uscd up many of thoso

who ‘#eriainod alive, A cortain cconomical revival following War Com=
- munism, accompanied by a risc in the living standards of tho maases,
F  had the cffcet of dulling the vigllaaco of the nmasses to the social
reaction in progress in the countr -, Undor thoso circuastancos, the
consistent proletarian .revolutioun ; elcments, represented by Lonin
and Trotsky, and aftor tho death o ke formor, by Trotsky and tho
Opposition, proved too woak to witl 3tand the blows, or prevent the
triumph, of the rcaction and the ccunter~revolutlion in Russia,

6. The rcaction and the counter-rcvolution in Russia took funda-
nentally differcent forms, howcver, from thosc which had becn forcscen
by the Marxists. They all agreed that the workers! state could not
exist for long In onc country alone and that without rcvolutions in
the advanccd capltalist countrics of tho West, the workcrs! state in
Russia would go under. In this, their prcdlctions have bcon confirmed
to the hilt. Howcver, they cnvisaged the collapsc of the workers!
state as the culmination of a proccss in which the capltalist elements
would grow and finally triumph by a counter=-revolution which would rec-
store the rulc of capltclism in Russia., Ip thls, thelir predictions
‘have not becn confirmed., The workerst state was crushed by the Stal=-
inist counter-revolution, but It was not replacod by a capltallst
state,

7. The degoneration and destructlon of the workera! state iIn tho
Soviet Unlon has its roots in thc degencratlion and destruction of tho
. revolutionary Bolshevik Party = caused, in turn, by the isolation of
the Russ 1an recvolution and the backwardness of Russia, The nmonopoly
of political power by the Bolshevik party madoe 1t impossible for class
forces, tcondencios and aspiratlions to articulate themsolves  otherwlso
than through tho party itsclf, now weakly, now strongly, now disguised~-
ly, now openly and bluntly, now distortedly, now clearly. In the post-
Lenin period, throc groups took cloar shape in the Bolshovik narty =
- groups which, with the final destruction of that party, became three
separate partics - cach of them rcpresenting to one degree or anothor
differcnt class interests., The Bolshevlk monopoly of political power
transferrcd the class struggle, s> to specak, or rather translated the
class strugalc In the country into on inner-party strugglc, at least
while the party cxisted,

The Left Opposition, inspired and led by Trotsky, represcuntod
the class intecrcsts of the proletariat, and thoroforo also the intor-
csts of the lowest strata of the agricultural population. Hence, the
struggle of thec Opposition was dirccted from the beginning towards
‘prescerving the revolutionary internctionalist line of the party and
the Communist International, defendling the polltical and economlc po-
sitions of the working class in tho Soviet Union from the assaults of
the ruling cllques, PCSiatin” the forces and tendencles of capltalist
rcesyoration,:

b
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. The ruling rogime was bascd upon a combination of the Right wing

‘and the so-called Center, that is, the Stalinist burcaucracy proper.

I  Tho Right Wing rcprescnted, objectively, the social aspirations and
k- 1ntorests of the capitalist clcments in the country, tho kulaks and
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tho Nemmen, and to a cortaln extent the labor aristocracy and burcau-
crats. Hence its pollcy of reconclliation with the capitaliat world
in goncral, and in particular:with the "solidest" represontatives of
bourgeois democracy, social reformism; its poliéy of favoring the ku~
lak's economlc dovelopment ("Enrich yoursclvesi") and éoncoaling his

I monaclng growth by labelling him the "diligent peasant," Henco its

B contemptuous and antagonistic attitule towards thoe "selfish domands"
‘of tho workers and tho poor peasankry, Honco its opposition to
"supor-industrialization" and collectivization of agriculturoc, its
theory of tho kulak growing into secialism, ctc., The Stallinist wing
represcntod, as it still docs, eascntially the party burcaucracy and
all the other burcaucratic strata of Sovict soclety assoclated with

or -dependent upon 1t, and rovcaled distinct Bonapartist characterist-’
lcs, that is, 1t bascd 1tself at 21l tlmcs on more or lcss opcen force,
seceking to use classes agalnst ecach othor In 1ts own Intercsts, seck~"
ing to risc above the classes for the sake of presorving its own rule,

‘The tloc between the Right wing and the Stalinist burcaucracy,
whosc policios scemed for a time tu be indistinguishable or intor-
changeable, obscurcd for a long neriod those charactceristics of the
Stalinist burceucracy which Jistinguish it from sinilar (but not the
same) burcaucracies in other, i.,c., In capitalist countrics and under
other conditions; and obscured, tho soclal proccss by which it gradu-
nlly developed into an 1ndependent rullng class, Tho Right=-Stalinist
bloc had in conmon not only a rcactionary foroign pollicy, accompaniecd
by the systomatic liquicdation of the Comrmunist International and the
‘Red International of Labor Unlons, but above all the aim of destroy-
4ng the prolctarian wing of the party (the struggle agalnst "Trotsky-
4s11") and with it the prolotarian organizations aud ingtitutions in
the country. The wiping out of the Left Opposition, tho strangling
of the Bolshovik party itsclf, the discmboweling of the Soviets, the
roduction of tho trade unlons aond factory committecs to a fictlon, in
@ word, thc dcstruction of all semblance of working-class rcprescnta-
tion or conirol In the Soviet Unlon was the.common worlz of the Right
Wing and the Stalinlst burcaucracy., Thercln tho Stalinist burcaucra-
€y in Russia rcvealcd onc of 1ts outstanding, distinguishing charac-
teristics: while it 1s unable and unwilling to unite with thc rcvolu-
tionary prolctariat against capitalism and its reprcscentatives, it is
able and willing to unite with capitalism or its ropresontatives ag-
ainst the proletariat and 1ts revolutionary wing. Thls characteristic
made possibdlc #ts bloc with the Right wing against the Left in the ,
Saviot Unlon, and on an international scalc, its bloc with capitalist
iImperialism cgainst the rovolutlonary working class and the colonial
pcoples (Spain, Ethiopla, etc.). In their social and historical po- )
sltion, tho Stolinist burcaucracy nnd its stotc arc closcr to capltal-
ism than &5 soclallsm, : ' '

~ But in 1ts break with the Risht wing, beginning with the 'Third
Poriod? (ultr-"Loft" linc in world politics, super-industrialization
and liquidatlion of the Kulaka as a class in domestic politics), tho
Stallnist burcaucracy rcvealed its fundamcntal social Aivorgence from
1ts former collaborator. Tho destruction of tho Left Opposition and
the gracual liquication of working-class power was, objectively, only
‘the. pro-condition to the gradual rcstoration of capiltalism, so far as
.the Right wing was conccrned, - The Jdostruction of the Opposition and
‘of prolctarlan control was, so far as the burcaucracy was concorned,
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not the preludo to abdicating to caplitalist restoration, but rather to
the complete assumption of all power by the burcaucracy itsclf. The
Right wing and the bureaucracy could travel tojcthoer only up to a fork
in the road of the evolutlon of Soviot society., At that polnt, thoy
- 8plit asundcr, with a violent crasiy, After having readlly lcaned on
the capltalist ond semi-capitalist cloments in the country for support
in smashing the proletariat, the.buwrcaucracy, with the incrcased powor
and authority it had accumulated, proceeled to smash, just as ruthlecss-
ly, all the capitalist clements in thye country, Butﬁ sisnificantly
I enough, in the period of its so-called "Left zig-azag" (which was nnlth-
. . or Left, nor, except iIn appoarance, a zlg-zag, but substantlally a
continuation of 1ts own drive for totalitarian power), 1t contlinued
. and even intcensificd the work of destroying the rciumants of prolctar-
;- 1an power in the statec, lowored the ccononic and political position
of the working class, and omerged as the victorious rcprescntative of
the Burcaucratic counter-rcvolution,

: The burcaucracy, contrary to prediction, Aid not procced to de-
nationalize tho land or tho intustries and banks and transportation
system; 1tdid not wipe out the monopoly of forcign trade; it 4id not
facilitato the "gradual® development of small capitalist production -
and exchange into a full-fledged capitallst system, On- the contrary,
it dirccted an assault agalnst fhe capltaiistelements in the country
‘that was no 1less ruthless than any before known in the Soviet rcpub-
lic; 1t cnormously incrcacsed the Importance and specific gravity of
the state-property and statc=-production scctor of Soviet cconomy, and
multiplicd the number of proletarians manifold; and, with 2all the con-
tradictions that still romaln and arc cven accentuwated, in onc form
or another, 1t brutally drove togcther the myriad of small landhold=-
ings into a system of collective farms. 1In olmost dlrect proportlion
to thesc advances, however, the power of the working class in the
state mxx diminished., Morec accurately, it disappeared, and the work-
era! state gave way to the burcaucratic-collecctivist state,

8, The class character of a state 1s detcrmined fundamentally
by the property rclations prevalling in 16, that is, thosc relations
which are at thc bLojom of tho cxisting production and social rclations,
In any social order based upon private property, the prevailing form
of property, be 1t in slaves, in fewdal lanc¢holdings, or in capltal,
determinces the property rclations, is inscparably intorlinked with
‘then, may be used interchangeably with them., The social domination of
the ruling class in statos bascd upon one or another form of private
property - although not nccessarlly or at cvery stage the pollitilcal
domination of such'.a class - 1s reprcsented primarily by its ownership
of property. The state, i.c., the machinery of coercion, is then the
© Instrument for prescrving the exlsting property rclations, for prescrv-
' ing the dominntion of the economlcally most powerful class from as-
. saults by classcs it oppresses and oxploits, '

When, however, the cpoch of private ownership of soclal property
- comcs to an cnd and the epoch of collectivist property ls inauguratod,
. as was donc by the Bolshevik rcvolution of 1917; when privato proporty
= 13 abelishced and the mcans of production and cxchange becone the prop-
ocrty of the state - it is impossliblc to apply the same crlitcrion as 1s
legitimately applicd to states based on oany form of privatc property.
It 1a then no longer possible to determine the clasa character of tho
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gstate by cstablishing which class owns the property, for the simple
rcason th't no class owns property under such a soclal systcr. The
statc 1s thce rbpository, the ownor of 2ll social property. iho state,
Rowever, is not & class but a 3olitlcal Ilngtrument of classes. Frop-
crty rcl tions in a uOlleuLiqut s uter are thercfere cxpressced, so
to speak, in st:tc rclations, he-’;glgl rule of the proletarict -
which, unllke all preccding claqso'_‘ﬂ ~nd must remain 2 propertylesg’
clasg - lies in its political ruwle and can lic ronly In its political

; rule which 1t cmploys to destroy 2: privatc property and privatc-prop-

B crtied clusscs ns o precondition fer sufermuariing igs own rule

7 cvenbunlly, for its own Algsolution Into 2 classless socialist socliety.

l: VWhen tho -ussian proictariat, throuszh its variosus organizitibns and

:  institutions, cuontrolled the Soviet state, in the period of Lenin-Trot-

f - sky and for sone tine thereafter, the Soviet republics wbre a workers!

i state, with burecucratic anc even capitalistic deformitie The

=~ Stalinist counter-revolution coiisists precisely in the cestruCuion of

E- . all semblance of working-class control over or influcnce in the state,

anc the upurpation of all political, ané tlerefore econonic, power

by the burcaucracy. The final tz iquh of the Stalinist counter-revo-

lution coilnciled witin - is represented by - the complete destruction

f of the last rencecsentative proletarian opoaniration in tae country,

£ the Bolshevik pmcty, end its replaceiient by th paruy of the burcau-

cracy bearing the sare nane. Likc the pﬂoletaf*at, the social rule

£ of the Sta11nivt burcauvecracy, whica ie also a privatc-propertyless

class, lies in its poliitical rulc and can lic only in its political

j}‘Iulc valch it 0!110vo to Cestroy all private-properticd classcs in

k' order to preserve itg owa class cdomlnation - 1o preserve it also fron

- the proletariat it cxploits and oppresscs.

9. Irrespective of s refusal to accord the rulers of the Soviet
Union the status of & class, it is Leon Trotsky in whose worke on the
subject arc 1o be found tl.e clcarest analysis vet smacde of the origlas
and the risc of tle Stalinist buroaucracy to its position of domina-

. tion. The turcaucracy rose to power as tihe universal Sovict gendarne
. In the nidst of "zeneralized want" - traccable in turn to the isola-
tion of thec orlginal woriers!' state. "Tae basis of burcaucratic rule
. 1s the poverty of society in objects of consumption, with the resulting
t: struggle of eachi against all." Yet, the zrowth of the procductive
forces under 34alinisn ¢id not result ia o rclazation of the totali-
tarianisn of o Voondarne® (the burcaucracy) but rather in its accen-
“tuation. "The prescnt stote of production is still far from zuaran-
teeing all neceositics to everybody. But it is alreacy acCequate to
< give significant privileges to a ninority, anf convert incaquality into
- a whip Tor the spurreing on of the majority. That is the first reason
i wihy the growth of procduction h:s so far strengthened not the soclalist,
but the bourzeois featurcs of the state". But not the only reason.
The burcaucracy is "the plonter and protector of inequality". In dis-
tributing the wealth of Soviet society, its suide is its own intecrcsts
ané no other. "Thus out of 2 social necessity there has developed an
organ walch ans far outgrovm its soclally recessary functlon, andé be-
s coric ané independent factor and tacrewith the source of sreat danger
{ Tor the whole social organisn". ( Trotsky). :
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However, it is precisely 1l this process of beconin? "an iadependent
factor" that its developinent into e claes nay be estavlished., "With
thie differences in cistribution", says Engels, "class cifferences
energe. Soclety ¢ivides into clagses! the privilegea aanc tie éis-
possessel, tae exploiters anC tiae cxploited, the rulers aad the ruled
“deesiDistribution, however, is ant n cecly passive result of nrocduc—
tion ané¢ exchange; it has an equa’ : inportont reaction on both of
these., Tae cevelopnent of each we - ioce of procduction or forn of
exchange 1s et first rctariccé no. .1y &y the old forms and the poli-
tical institutionc which corresnui. wo trhese, but also by the old

1node of Ciastributlion; 1t cou only sucurcstae (istribution which is
essentlal tu 1. in tas course o a lon, stru,gle. But the irore rnobile
a glven mocde of procuction and exchange, the nore capable 1t is of
expansion an¢ developuent, the itore rapldly coes ¢istribution also
reach the staze in which it zets beyond its nother's control aad coies
into conflict with the prevailin;; :;odc of procuction auné esxchange".
The "ole modc of distribution" »Hrevalent in the workers'! state was
based, esscntially, on the equality orf poverty. A truly soclalist
inode of procuction could be bassé only on equalliy in the nicdst of

k'  abundance. AbuncCance was »noscible oanly with a trenendous socialist

.. developnent of the procductive forces anc¢ of labor procductivity.

But it is vreciscly suclh a Ceveloprnent that was impossible on the
. basls of one country alone, anc:a backward country liiie Russia at tuat.
2 "...A real upwarc swiny of socialist econony in Russia will only be

' possible after tie victory of the proletariat in the most inportant
countries of Europe." (Trotsky, 1923). It is therefore inadnissible,
~fron the Marxlan stancpoint, to &5ply Cecisively the principal cri-
‘terion of social progress, i.e., ths cevelopuent of the productive
forces, to & workcrs'! state (concretsly, to the workers'! state of
Lenin-Trotsky) in oac country alonc., Tae netional linitedness of the
‘workcers'! state orevented tiacWreal upwaré swing of socislist econony";
o also ¢id the "olc node of distributicn", i.e., the cquality of pov-
erty. The denandée of Soviet cconony for dceveloprnient could not be
satisficd. by a capitalist restoration - quite tac contrary. Tacy were
satisfied by an unforcsecin social éevelopaent.

The bureaucraecy arosc and it orianized and developed tac procuc—
tive forecs, iucluding tue principal productive forcc of soeclety, the
proletariat, to an enoriious cesrec. t accomplished "a rcal upward
swing" of Russian ceconoizy, but not of socislist cconorny. Wita barbar-
oeus, anti-soclalist, btureasucratic ncthods, by introcucing ané constant-—
1y accentuwating inequality, it 1liftec backwarc Russios to tiic position
of one of th¢ ccoaonically most acdvainced countries to the world, ex-
¢ panding the proCuctive forces ot a rate unknown in any contenporary
. capitalist or scmi-capitalist country, right in the nidst of a razing
world capitalist crisis, in a verinad of a violently contracting world
P marict, and without the benefits of the world narket cnjoycd in the
i past by every capitaelist country. But it is preciscly at that point
§. that onc of the fundamental differcices between bourgcoils Bonapartisn
- and Stalinist "Bonapartisn" nuct he estabdlisacd. Wncreas thc Bona-

. partist or Binnorckien regiimes of the past opsretcd to strengthen and.
ffconsolldatc tie socilal mle of the bourjgcoiesle even Wisa they expro-
' priated It politically, the "Bonapartist" rcgime of the Stalinist bur—
eaucracy uncernined anc Tinally cestroyel the cocilal rule of the pro-
leteriat in Russia ond establisied in its place a reoctionary systen
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of soclal relations, the class rule of burcaucrotic Sollectivisr.
Traditional Bonepartism wos a political ragine establiishec to preserve
the rule of tho bourgeoilsie. The Stallnist reZire rosc ns a new soclal
- gysten wihich Cestroyed the rule of the »roletariaty For a soclalist
deveIOp“ent of the proluctive forc e, i.0., for a cdevelopnent based
upon ths pleaned collaborntion of » mMwber of workers! stotes in

which are includeé technolegically odvanced countrics, a denocratic
political regine and a ateady azww%h of equnlitarihnl i are suificlent.
For thc burcaucratic-collcctivigt, development of the procuctive forces
in the Sovict Union, 2 now rdlemg class was necessary, that is, a par-
ticularly brutal gendgrme coverting Tincquality into @ w“ip for the
spurring on of the ..ajority", rud steacdily ﬂuantd vting the incquality
in favor of tiic raling class.

Under the socinl systen: of burcaucratic collectivisin, tals inequal-
1ty can monifest itself ccononically only, or at lecst privarily, 1n
Cistribution, siace in the Field of 1fonbfty~owncrs;1p, all classes.
arc equal - aone of them owns soclal property. With thc new node of
¢istribution, tie burcaucrac 7 ceveloped a ncw rioce of procduction, pro-
cuction for the swelling nceds of the bureaucracy, bgseh upon btwte
property ond thc easlavencnt of thae working class. 4t wns tals new
- noCe of nroluction wiich was, im Enjels! words, "at first retarced not
t only by the old Jormis ~nd the pollu cal institutions valch corresponcel

- to these, but also by whu 0lé 1nofe of disteidbution." Classes are the
" product of strussile. It was in the course 27 tie strusisle against Uthe
01l forms anC ti¢ politicel institutions wiiich corre <woncca to tnese
(an¢ also) tuc o0ld ode of Cistribution" -- tari is, nsainst broduc—
tlon Tor the nccds of the ;ﬂoHLb, a,ciast tace (CmObfdb1 working class
porlitical institutions (the oov1c»~, tas revolutionary )uftj) ané the
. norc or less bQumlltnfllﬂ systen of Cistributicn - it wis in Lhc course

cof the ctrus;le ajninst these tant the burenucracy Cevelopel as a
class, «ad consgolifntel itgsell as the muling class.

10, The pershcctives of the aew uoxal arder in Rasela and the
ncw ruling Cl’v aue aarrovly linite ¢ Dy the suecific nnad uaique
historical circuistfnces waich save Hireth to it. *t is unot, of course,
possible ©o cet Covn Cogratic ~nad catemorical laws of istorical devel-
opiient for tiis wnew pa enonenoen; unlike cepitalis:, Tor cxaupnle, it has
no loa7 2istory behind 14 waich neriits of o coanclusive aistoricnl
annlysis. Political cccnony, cbserved Engsle "ag the scileancce of the

VJt of te capltalict

- exclusively linmitced t thac ;¢ aeaiu ond cpvol
caible to dbSCbe anc

i noCe of productivn". So fnr os it has boos
¢+ analyze tae ohecaolwnon of
E 1ts cssentinl charnctoeris

)
comcéitione and forie unler vitlea the voricis hunon socleties have pro-
f CuccC and exchansed. and on tils basls have Cistributed their procucts -
I political cconony in thie wicder sense hos etill to be brou it into be-
L. Insz. Suc’: econoiiic geicuce ns we have up o thic proscat is aliost
P
36

L8 liu"bt oufcaacr?tlc collectivisii, however,
cs oy be csto Lll»a& GVCil 110W,

Bureaucratic collectivigr is o antionnlly-linitod phenoiicnon,
appearing in histury in tos cswrse of o einyular cenjunction of 01r~
-ecunstances, nnicly, thie isoletion anl Cecay of a nrouletrreian revolutlon
- 1n n backward countey ~ad a WOTlf-Cﬂﬂibﬂllub cncirclorridts Its iceol-
o3y is not iercl, natisnclist in jeaernl, dDut Aussiaa—an tlnaallst, its
theory ~rnd banuar is not such ;mst "socialisic ia vae countery Alone', ms
"socinlisn" in tiis pnrticular country, Russia. Its cxpansion beyond
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the frontiers established b" the revolution has been, taus for, epi-
gsodic, conjunctural. 3ut a far nore fundamental con51der3tion is this:
Russian capitalist was-ripe in 1917 for a socialist revolution but not
Tor soclalisunj world capltalism was ripe in 1917, and is over-ripe
today, not only rfor tiae socialist :revolution but for the complete soc-
"1alist reorsanization of societ;y. Jn a worid scalse, there is al-

ready a class, Tully meitured eoci+ .y, (.panle of putting an end to the
anarchy of capitalist procduction, :. ¢r,ahle of developing the pro-
ductive forces SOCial*ublCd"fp © L Lo, capable, once it is 1n power,

to do on a world scalse vwanualu wanc © 'clewririat in Russia proved incepable
of doing by itsel?¥, in once couat. alone.

‘The bureaucracy in Russia becane the ruling class because capital-
.1sm 1n the rest of the world remainded in pover; in turn, the Stalin-
ist bureaucracy his p“olongpd the tern of power of capitalism. The
bureaucracy in Russia is a o"-procuou ol tne celay of the world pio-
letarian revolution; it will not contiaue in power witn the advent of
"that revolution. As a nev ruling class, in a newv, exploitive society,
1t has come 6n the historical scene belatedly, as an anti-capitalist-
anachronism; itasebelatedness 2ad transitoriness are unéerscored by the
existence on a world scale of a wntrued, socielly-qualified proletar-
iat. From the Gay of its birth, it is uOfn by mounting contradictions,
which rake impossible tie Tirm'ané curable COASOllQPtLOﬂ of bureau-
cratic collectivisn "in one country". Geaulne »iaimed econony on the
basls of state propervy is iupossible in one country, in a hostile
capitalist worlé eavironnent. Placned econoily conrllicts at every turn
with bureaucratic ngaaoerenu end eupronriation of surplus products.
The ra@e ol cGevelopuent of the »nroductive forces, made possible by the
existence of state proverty, is decelerated after & period of tilme pres-
clsely by tae increcase of incouality waich was the initial spur to this
developnent, that is, by the increesing appropriation or wenalth by a
swollen bureaucratic stratun., The totalitarian Great-Russian oppre-
sslon of tiec peoples of the nationcl republics engenders disintegra-
tive centrifugal tendencies at tae pcriphery of the dbureaucratic emplre
The anti- fbVOlUb onary nationalism of tiie bureauciccy coanflicts with
the "internationalist nceds" of the cconomy, that is, its need of fruc-
tification by a rational world economy; this in turn facilitates the
destruction of the whole c¢conomy by world canitalisk, ite reduction by
the latter to tae status of a colouny or colonies.
The sccond wor’a mar will therceforc be the supreme test of Stalinis

colleativisi. Saould world cepitalism gain a new lease on life and
- spared defeat at thie hand of world rcvolution, Russia cainnot, in all

- likelihood, cscapb integration into the ca p*ualisu syster: as ‘o colony
or a sc:ics of colonies of im.eriaiisii. Shoulé world capitalism coll-
rapse uncer the blovws of »roleterici revolution, the weight of the
latter would crush th]‘ﬂi =i to the ground and precipitate the tnird,
rflnal prolctarian revolution in ?u ssia. :

11. Howcver, just what stages of QLVulOPhbnt will e pnvﬁca be-
fore dbureaucratic collectivisn ia Rugsin is Gestroyred eithner by the
prolet~rion rovolution or capitalist COdutL~~"LV01uU~Od, cranot be
- esteblished cote o;lcally in o@VuQCC. Burcaucravic uo¢~ect1visn 1s
stlll in pover 2ad it is neccssar, to nove as clenrly ng s3ible in
‘minG tune revolutliounry prolethriau attitude bovards it nac thc politi-
ca" p.c'oblems i1t ralses. C 18
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Classes and soical .orders are historically conditloned; so also are
the bureaucracy and bureaucratic collectivism in Russia. Product of
reaction, botir the rullng class and the social order it cominates are
reactionary. The proletariat and i1ts revolutionary vanguard therefore
are uncompronisingly opposed to tire politicas of the regime and strive
to overthrow it with all means conalstent with the struggle for soc-
lalism. But the Hairxist proletariut recognizes that while this new
soclal orcer represents a reaction from the workers! state established
by the Bolshevik Revolution, the forces »roducing this reaction were
not strong enough or not of such a naturc a3 to hurl Russia still
further bacit to capitalisn. : '

Russia remains a collectivist soclety, differing fundamentally
from the worikers' state of Lenin-trotsky in that it is a reactionary
collectivist society. But 1t hns not been integrated into the system
(gf world capitalism.  Bureauccetic collectivism 1s closer to capltal-

1sm, so far as its soclal relatioas are concerned, than it is to a
state of the socialist type. Yet, Jjust as capitalism is part of the
long historical epoch of private nroperty, vureaucratic collectivism
1s part - an funforeseen, rorgrelized, reactlonary part, but a part
neveptheless ~ of the collectivist epoci of human history. The social’
order of bureaucratic collectivisgm is distringuished from the soclal.
order of capltelisn prinnrily in that the former is based upon a new
and more advanced form of property, namely, state property. Thot this
new form of property - a conquest of the Bolsnevik revolution - 1s
progressieve, i.e., historicnITy supcrior, to private property is dem-
onstrated theoretically by Marxlsm and by the test of practise. '

The proletarian revolution in a capitalist countiy would abolish
the reactionary social relations by cbolishing private property; the
proletarian revolution in Rusgib would nbolish the reactionary soclal
relntions of bureaucratic coliectivism prirarily by destroying the pol-
" 1tical (and thercfore the socizl) power oI the burcaucracy but not the

property form on which the burcaucroecy and the socilal reletions it es-
tablished are based, nanely state property. This fundamental céifferenc
is not caluulated to distingzuish the two social orders Trom the stand—
point of where it is "easler" to carry tnrougn the proletarian revolu-
tion. It is calculuted, however, to indicate the essential differcnce
between the bwo social orders - dbureaucratic collectivism and capital-
1sm - anc the nistorical superiority of the one ovir the other. In
both cascs, the provalling social relations are based on the prevail-
Ing property rorms. .In the one case, the property Torm would have to
be abolished by the prolctariat in order to advance towards socialism;
in the other, the property form would have to be preserved.  In the ¢
cage of capitalisn, tuc establishment of state property would be an
‘historical step forward, it would be progressive, in comparison with

rivate property. In the casc of ourcaucratic collectivism, the res-
toration of niivate property wo:ld be an historical step backward, it
would be reactlonary, in cemparison with state property. "an enormous
mistake is made in countcerposing state capitalism only to socialism,
when contrariwise it is absolutcly necessary in tae civen economic-pol-
itical situation bo make & comparison between state capilialism and
petty-bourgeols production". (Lenin, 1921.) In the seme Karxian
sensge, 1t may be said taat it is a nistake to comdrare bureaucratic
- collectivisw only with a workcrs' state or sociallsm; it must be come
pared also with what is the main enemy of the world (not rnerely the
Russian) proletariat, nomely, world capitallism. From the standpoint
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of soclalilsm, the bureaucratlc collectivist state is a reactionary -
~-'sbclal order; in relation to the capitalist world, it 1is on a hietorw
. lcally more progrcssive plane. , S

The procressivlsm of. bureaucratlc collectivism is, however, rela~
tive and not absolute, even in relation to the capitelist world.—_TEls,
for example, 1a conflicts between the Stalinist regime, on the one si@,
and a colonial or semi-colonial country, which is part of the capital—
ist world, on the other, the revolutionary proletariat takes its posi=
tion by the side of the colonial or scmi~-colonial country; the revolu-
tionary strugzle for colonial independence 1s a decislve part of the
struggle against the main enemy of thc proletariat, world ilmperlelism.
Thus, for example, in & struggle between Stalinist Russla and capital- e
1st imperlalisn, on the one side, andéd another sectlon of capitalist : o
imperialism on the othcer, the revolutionary proletariat takes 1its T
position against both canps, refusing to subordinate or n;tig&te in -
any way 1its SufhgslG asainst the main enery, inperialism, and imperial-
ist war, to tiane dcfense of the Stalinist sector of capltalist 1nper1a1-' ~i
ism camp, any norc then it would in o similar case with regard to a e
small natlon or & colonial country, big or small, that bocame an inte-
gral part of an imperlialist capmp. The relative progfessivism of bur-
eaucrotic collectivism is not of greater significance to the world pro-
letariat than, wita all 1ts soclal differences, is the struggle for
colonial 1ndepondenco. Under all circumstances, it is subordéinated to
the Interests ond strategy of the world proletﬁrian revolution. -

el
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12. The r.volutionary proletariat can consider a revolutionary(ﬁhat
is, avritical, entirely independent, class) defensist position with .
regard to the Stalinist reginme only under conditions where the decisiva
issye in the war 1s the attempt by a hostile Torce to restore capltal-
isn in Russia, vherec this issue 1s not subordinated to othery more dom- -
inant issues. Thus, in caege of & civil war in wnich one sectlon of the
bureaucracy seciks to restore capitalist private property, 1t is possiblé:
for the revolutionary vanguard io Tfight with the army of the Stalinist
regime against the army of caplitalist restoration. xqus, in case of &
war by which world inipertalisn secks to subdue the Soviet Union and
acquire a ncw lease on life by recducing Russia tc an ilnperlalilst colony,
it is possible Tor the proletariat to take a revolutioncry defensist
position in Russia. This, in case of a civil war arganized agalnst the
existing regine by an arny basing itself on "popular discontent® but -
actually on tir¢ capitallist and semi-copitalist elements stlll existing .
in the country, and aspiring to the restoration of capitalism, it is

again possiblce that the proletariat would fight in the army of Stalin
against the arny of capitalist reaction. In all these or sinrllar cases,
the critical support of the vroletariat is possible only if the prole-
tariat 1s not yct preparcd itself to overthrow the Stalinlst rcgline.

- On the other hané, it rust be borne in mind that at their inception

the inevitable, progrcessive nass movenieats of the workers and peasants
against the reactionn xry regine, particularly thosce movencnts which

arise in the oppressed n~tional republics, will be politically immature
and confused, and ianlluenccd by natlonalist, Teceralist, Cemocratic
and even ccactlonary prefudices. Tne Fourth Intcerantionallsts count
heavlly, however, on thc decisive revolutionary influence that can ani
111 be exerted upon such noveireats by thehndreds of thcusands of rev-
olutionory militants who are imbued with the still iiviang traditions of
October ané who would bec the guarantce that the populnr ness novenients
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would take a proletarlan dircetion. This is particularly true of such
novenents in i1epublics like the Ukxraine, White Russla, Georgia, Arnenia,
Agerbaidjan, ctc., where the people's hatred of Stalinisn has been
cunningly and systematlcally explolted Vy reationary irmperialist foroces
frorn abroad. However, in the cvent of a eivll war, especlally in &
totalitarian country like Russia, when the contending rovements teke

the clearly-defined form of armies, with clearly discernible social

anG political easpirations, the Fourth Intcrnational rust be free to
choose, depending on the concrete conditions, between suvport of one
arnied caop or the other, or, if neilther-is possible for the revolution-
are proletariat, to wofk for the completely independent victory of the
third canpe ) . : RS

13. The Workers Party rejects the theory that the Soviet Uhian Yo
a~degenerated workers' state which nust be unconditionally &oeuude
against any capitalist country regardless of conditions and circun—
stances. This theory covers up the class nature of the Stalinist bur-
eaucracy and the peactlionary character of the regime. By the sane
token, 1t tends to underestimate the full, reactlonary significance
of the burcecaucracy. It disseninates the notion, discreditable to soo~
lalism, that a recgime which is a prison for the working class and in
whloh the lattor does not have one lota of contro, nevertheless has
sonething "porletarian" -- indeed, decicively prolotarian —- about 1it,
simply because of the existencc of state property. It conflicts with -
the rcvclutlonary,ﬂarxlan critoria.’ for establishing a collectivist . %
state as a workers' state. By the pnlicy of "uncounditional defense,®
it has already, in the second world war, bgcen compelled to give obJleos:
tive support first to one imperialist campt (the Axis, in the invasions
of the Baltic, the Balkans and Finland) and, in the second stage of the
war to another irperialist camp (the Allics, in Iran, in the Pacific ,
and in the Arct1é§; ‘The theory denics, further, the exlstence of Stal-
inist imperialisn, as the pclicy of burcaucratic aggression and expan-

.sion, and thus objcctively comered the invasions of 1839-1940-1941 while
declaring coantiadictorally a4t the same time 1ts onosition to "the '
selzure of new tcrritories by the Xremlin"., The Farty therefore re-
Jects also the pullcy of unconditionol defensism with regard to the
reactionary Stalinist etate.

14. The Workers Party rejects the theory that the Soviet Union 1s
a fasclst capitalist state and the political ine flowing fron it. The
bourgolsie scarcely exists in Russia as a shbstantial class. The rul-
ing class in Russia i1s not conmposed of capitalist, that is, of owners
of capital; the incone of the nerbers of the ruling class in Russia 1s
not derived fromn profit accruing from the ownership of capltal. Free
labor in the ¥arxian sense of the’term long ago ceased to exist in the
Soviet Union. Nelther is there.the prcvalence »f comrodity production,
that is, procduction for the market. The Party also rcejects the policy,
assocleated witih this theory, of support of democratic capltalisn against
the "fasclst capitalisn" of Russlia as a disguiscé form of support for
capltallst restoration; and on thc sane grounds, rejects the petty-
bourgecols utopla of a struggle for a "Constituent Assénbyl". The Party
finally also gejJects the pnliey, associated with this theory, of no,
united fronts under any conditiuns in this countiy with the "fascist"
Communist Party, as only a ncw version of the old Stalinist theory of
"social fascisn®; the Party reaffirns tle adnissibility of united fronts,
under certain conditions, with the Conmunist Prrty as o party.
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— 15. The Workers Party rdlects the theory that capitalisi and
burcaucratic collectivism are "equally reactionary" and the political
line flowing Trom: it. This theory implies tae superiority of "demo-
cratic capitalisn" to-totalitarin collectivism, waich can lead in
practiee only to supnorting rcoctionary nrovenents of capitalist restor-
apion. The Russian proletarizt c-ld italke power in 1917 only when
backed by tiae revolutionary-derocratic veasant masses. Capltalist
derocracy can struggle Tor powcr amoain in Russia only il backed by
- reactionary world irperialisn; trhat L, Russia can be reintegrated in-
A to capitalist world valy in <ne oF tvio Tores - cither uncer a savage,
. fascist or scni-fascist dictatorship, or as o group of colonies of
imperialisn, with the latter as the nore likely form., The theory of
a "bourgcols-cemnocratic" or a "deixwcratic" revolution:azainst the Stal-
inist dictatorship whici "will not., restore capitalien! but "only" ce-
tablish "cCenncracy! under the rule of a "Constituent Asscrby" is a
reactionary dreanm propagoeted for ycars by Kautsky. The resctionary
liquidation of Stalinisn can be ascomplished only by iicans of the nost
brutal nilitary dictetorship of the beurgeoisie; the revolutionary li-
quicdation of Stalinisn can bo accorplisncd only under taec leadcrsihlp
of the prolctariat fTighting unfer tie banner of interantional social-
isn. Any internddiate choice is an’'illusion, a trap, & drean, &
petty-bourgeois Utopia. Tie thoory of the "equally rcactionary" char-
acter of the two mutvally hostile and irrcconcilable clasees and regime
_can only have the objestive effect of digarning the Russian Proletar-.
lat in fece of capitalist restorationisn, by preaching the lie that
it is a natter of indifferenfe to the workers 1f tae prescnt reginme is
liguidated by capivalist reaction and the bourgeoisie restored to
pover,

. 16. In the Soviet Union, the revolutionary prdletariat stands on
tae fundanental progran of the Fourth International., It declares an
unconprorileing struggle against Sgalinisii, and against all its re-
actionary tapories ané policies. Uander no circumsiances coes it
" give an iota of political unport to the regime. It call for the
revolutionary cvebtthrow of the ruling class. The prograii of the
Fourtn International calls for the restoration, not of denocracy in
general, that is, of bourcolis demnacracy, but o prolotarian, Sovict
deniocracy. v worls for thc re-assenbling of the forces neccessary
to establish a genuine 3Bolshevik party. 1t worké for tiue trans-
fornation of the trede unlons into fiznting organs of the working
class, defending their intoercsts against the class intercsts, tac ex-
‘ploitation andé oppression of the ruling burcauncracy. 1t calls for
the re-establishilent of the dé¥eratic Soviets and the Soviet regine,
and workgé to drive tiie bureaucracy cnd all other alicn class elencats
out of tiic reconstituted Soviets. It proclains its sympatiy vith
the national aspirations of the oomressed peonles and ninorities, .
fights for thcir indewncndence, and nledges itsclf to recognize the
right of geli-Geteruination of these »neoples, varniag then at the
sane time of ithe dangers of Falling into the trep of bourscols
n~tionalisn or_beeoning tcols of cneny, cxploiting classes of Toreign
i~ imperialisn. 1t pnledges itself to vork JTor tue support oi the
b Workers and toiling people througinout the world Lo every progressive
struggle of tiwe Soviet peoples against the tyrannicel rejire thet
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oppresses tuerni. It calls upon them to rekincdle the fires of the
October Revolution, to destroy boot and branch thc¢ iacubus of burecau-
cratism that has Tastened itself uron ther, to unite with the pro-
‘letariat of the whole world in reneved struggle for tne sociellst
enancipation of the tollers.

. R Taylor
Septerber 19, 1941 Max Shachtoan Efzgszaiund
| ‘Harry Allen o

David Coolidge Normen Saunders
Albert Gates Jack WVilson
Mile Stevens

For subnission to the

Second National Coavention

of the Workers Party

C 23




On_the T Transitional Pfobram Today and Our Need of
Basic Sociallst Propaganda

Our transltional program.has served us as our maln agitational
~weapon since 1938.. Despite. profound changes in the general social
-and political scene. and in the ‘status .of our party, we have never de~
" voted a serious and fundamental -discussion to the program and its ime
plications since then,  The discussions on’ the subject dealt with the
‘individual slogans, rather than the proéram as such in relation to

our current taslks and our pefspeotive.

Today, two important developments require that such a discussion
"be no 1on>er postponed, These are fa) the war and its affect upon
-the general scenec and (b) the growing opportunity and burﬂing pead of
recrultlng workers from the shops.

' . This document does nct seek to pose as a comprehensive treatment
of the subject, It will strive only to initiate thougat on the. gube
“Ject. enefally and put forth some concfete proposals in reference to

- part (b) of the above paragraph, -

, The transitional program wa s first advanced by Trotsky for the
American scene as a result of the following perspective. . Ameriéa 1s,
‘econonically,-over-ripe for Socialism.’ The severe econonic crisizé

‘really a phage of a social crisis grippling the whole range  of soc
The American proletariat is the most backward in the world. Unlese
the revolutionary party finds a means of bridging the terrific ga
between the economic fipeness of the country and the 1deological ck~
wardness of the proletariat, tihe victory of fascism will be a certain-
ty. History does not give us’ the Jime ‘to educate a Socialist-con-
‘sclous proletariat, The revolutiqnacy party must therefore advance &
" program of demande as far-reaching as the crisis is severe. These de—
‘mands wlll at once be the only adequate approach to the problem and,_
by .their thorough-going nature, Pe impossible of realization withln
the frame-work of capitalism.. The crisis would drive the trade un-
ions into politics in the form of & Labor Party. The revolutionary
‘party would suppo: t the Labor Party and use the transitional program
to drive it toward a radical solution.’  Since ‘the transitional de- .
‘mands would raise more problems: than they could solve, they would. edu.-
' eate the workers to accept socialization under a workers government
as the only way out. The Socialist education of the proletariat would
’therefore be achieved in the- very process of fighting for Socialism.

This. 1ast great contributionref Trotsky to Marxist thought had
-a most salutory effect upon the movement. - We began finding polnts of
contact between the mass: moveéments and our agitation. For the first
time we found ourselves in the: unions, among the unemployed, in the
anti-fasclist struggle; armed with something better than a thesis on
the permanent revolution. Unfortunately, the.success of our agitation
found no comiensurate success in recruiting and building the party.
This conbtinues to the- present’ ‘day. The Journallstic superiority of
- Labor Action over any of our previous efforts, its increased clrcula-
- tion and wholesale distfibution at the factory gates, its favorable
_reception stands in contrast to ony “difficulty in recrultment. .
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Though a number of obvious objecetive reasons can be advaiiced in ex
planation,. it 1s my view that ong of the 1mp0ftant fucTuﬁ‘ is: tnat 23
‘program of transitional demandd,. designed to sot rinies dui mohien,
cannot be a substitute for basid¢ propaganda fur Eov G iau ~c,ou«mcl
to educate, laspire, ana 1vc a SObiuliSt 1deaison uo LQVA-ULf ;)
who read our praess,

Labor Action arms oux conindes on tae floor of the uwaion Lo be
able to advaincc & program to rovelutioniz> the mess movanent hut
falls to provice a line of. ociallat 44*“‘ on to make Sowiallste
‘conscious workers and: conseouently, porty members . out of growing
number of sympathetic readers.

It is not here a que tlon of an article or two ubVOtbd to
‘MWgocialisml, Unless we imofpgnnte ‘our entire abltation on the ques—.
‘tions of the day with this approach we may as well not begln. A
"socialist" corner in Lavor Action would only secrve 10 mis-educate
our agitctors by such isolated presentatlon. - Only ‘a systénatic ine-
tegration of transitlional demande with an agitation for Soclalism can
‘present a rounded pergpective o tha reade;. ‘ ~

This will not be a5y . Virtually none of our writers and agi-
tators hnve the kriagk foP basic Socialist ﬂbitation. -Our organiza— ‘
‘tion has.no fradition iii this. form’of agitation. Its Historical.de=
velopment never. gave -1t the. opportunlty ‘to. learn., An-historicil ex-—
Aplanation for this bgcomes apparent with a .few noments thought.

With the parvial exceptiua. of wace mnglish, the. European prole~
tariat was convinced of Soclalisii long berore the last wvar.” Even in
Catholic countrigs like. Austris and, Italy,‘tne ‘overwhelming mass of
~the workers werc: Socialist—con cious. During the’ post<war revolu=:
tionary wave, tad question that. OOﬂffOntbd.thC EurOpcan'proletaria
was how-to achleve .Socialism, It was'a struggle betweén the Comine.
tern and the. reformlsts, folr hegemony dbver a. Socialist proletariat,
The Communists.concernés “theémgelves with, tho ‘decisive gquestions of
‘strategy and tacitics. . Not ‘the capitﬁlist illusions of't the vorkers,.
but their reformist. i11u31ons had-‘to bg ‘overcome, . Ifi*America- the"
Communists followed. thé same lgad,’ forgetting that the Socialist edus -
cation of thc viLgin proletariat was as 1mjortant ag the ‘Harxist ‘eédu~
.cation of the small m1n0flt3 under reformist Soclalist influence.”
(Despite an Anderestination of 1lts lmpoftQHCb, the C.P. in its early
days put out SOme: - exccllent ppooauanca on- Soclalism aad capltalism.
Even in its. Sualin;st veriod, the C. P. turnsd out-sofme efféctive nia-
terial, like thd pamphlcts of Olgin, "By this ‘time, ‘of ‘Course, it be-
came interc-ted primanily in eelling the Soviet paradize.) -

TfOtSk)lum aruqe . aul uppOSltipn Witnin “the Gomnunist movencnt
concerncd, -An the “firgt’ plaoc, with*" btfateglcal quéestions” (Ghina -
England.-.¢tc.) . . Its problen” wés ‘that of ‘saving'thé Communi st mnoves.
ment from Stalinist de*enuc%tiqn. thn ‘the movcment ‘g¢t out to-
‘build an indcpendént.’ world party (the ‘4th Int.) its task 1ln Europe.
was still one of winnin évér the workeéirs from the two old movemerts.
The- American movement, hOWGVLf also continued on the same track in
its agitation. . '
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Though it knew that its future depended upon the mass of unpolitical-
1zed workers still. 11v1ng in their capitalist prejudices, by force of
tradition and training 1t continued to speak a language and concerned
1tself primarily with questions of interest only to workers already
politically awakened by the Socialist or Communist movements,

For a brief period rollowing tae formation of the first W.P.
(perhaps under the influence of the Muste forces¥ the movement began
to think in terms of agitation amonz the mass of the workers., The
internal factional situation and the entry into the 8.P. ended this
‘development. Inside the S.P. the fizht azainst reformism again be- -
came, by necessity the main pre—occupation. : v

With .the fornation of the S.W.P. the. novenent continued its agi—
tation in the old sectarian rut until the transitlional program was
*ormulated. - As noted at the outset, the latter became to be con-
gldered a self~sufficient weapoﬁ in agitation.

: It was precisely the absence of basic ‘Socialist agitation that
tended to give our transitional demands an agpect of unreality on the
one hana and of reformism on the’ otner.

From TrotskJ's view that a bridge was necessary to make up for
the absence of a’basic Socialist understanding on the part of the
workingclass, we permitted ourselves to.assume that the bridge had
obviated -the ueed of c¢irect. Socialist propaganda or somehow might
even be in conflict with .1t.

e HOWevef, as revolutlonists, we could not escape the need of re-
. ferring to Socialism. We "solved" this by "hanging" on to almost
every edltorisl and article a sentence saying that "Whereas the
‘points advanced above are a partial solution, only Socialism can be a
" final solution." The rece question, war, unemployment, equality for
women, colonial and national questions, sharecropping, housing, poor
health fascisn, ctc. etc. will be solved by Socialism our readers
-are told. Will any of them ever be told what Socialism is, just how
: anﬁ why 1t will solve these problems?

Sometimes one would suspect that our writers assume that every
worker wants Socialism and he need only be told how to achieve 1t.
£  The truth 1s that the mass of the Anerican worhe;s are still 1gnorant
. of what - Socialism is. . ,

: There 1s still another 1mportant consideration for such agltation
L. ‘The average worker:thinks in terms of two radical movements, the So~-
A cialists and the Communisdts. When identified, we are associated not
- with Socilalism or Communism as streams in the worcingclass, but rathes
with an individual, Trotsky. This, of course, is what the Stalianists
wish workers to think._ It mokes thelr work all the easler. Though
the worker will not agree, he will accept Sociallsts, even radical
' ones, ag part of the indigenous movement.

Bome advance the view .that the need for basic Socialist propaga:
da ended with the Russian Revolution. That such "old fashioned®
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A‘,approach as. they put it, 1s 1mpractical coday. ~Nothire ceulé he
C“further ffom the  truth.- "No one proposes thot we ngitate. jesais éx-

" ‘detly ‘as Debs di¢ in the period before the wear, Netther ike coprtalu

‘1st systen nor Soclalist thought has remained afirs iy, “ﬁdt'thlc
has made the agitational task of the Socialist 811 the s 420l Who
today ‘can not angwér the average worker's fool;sh .,z‘toe, about

lsociafism ten tings: endic than it wds pogsible- ?,h RIS

. ﬂhat hos becore nore dirricult ig thar -Linllpnlse Ko bgﬁ:bﬁﬁbmes
today a part and’ rarsel .of ~very Oiocu551w' cf Bocial i, RS et T
from being & renson to Gods’ the need+ i-dlrect Boetellsl projagsre

da, it is, unis, perhapg above..all othc; o::s deraticiid, that makcs
eSBafj to deal with 1,7 Thé colizpsae of ¢ apl*alism and now the

war nake a MgocidIistic" organivation of econonmy -inescapable.” Every-

‘thing ossurics a "socinlistie! tinge =% Stalin's Bmssia, Hitlerls

"New Oréef" Churcéhillls %levélling of ‘wealth", -Roosevelt's-interven—
.tion . in pfivete .business, .ctc. Unless we dcfine ané re-d¢fine Soci-
.align - not’ abotfdctly but in the terms’of the Anerica we know e
‘we arc only doing half a Job in combating the Stalinlst. nis~education

of the working class,

Aa éntirely” erroneou- notion is w;dely held on-how the masses
wele . won ~for 80c1ﬂllsn,1naju§q1a in 1917, - This view has 1t that a
tiny party with a ¢levir 1evacrship "hooked" the Russifn masses ‘with
the slogans of "Lind, Peace, Breid" and 'made a revolution. Aside
from the party not beilig so tiany, the nmistake in- th¥s. view is-to
overlook the fact that tnu Russian industrial proletariat in 1917 was
A Socialist, ﬁfOlﬂt0$iﬂu add, the A% pfinitive gsocilalistic ideas were
widespread. amoiic the peasaaUrv. “If thé Anmerican proletariafiwill
Tearn’ its Socialism oaly, in the: actunl’ stFigsle that introdicés Soc-
ialisn (and" history gsecris to- leave us this ag the only possible vari-
ant 1T ve are-to ecgenpo-fascisn) it 1s986till-a thousand times’ true
that every: iuciviuual ﬁockpr we -convert to consclougly Tight for a
Sociallst goal wAll nake. our task A1l thc ensier, - (Tnio~is~not the

"place o0 ‘take up’ tlie question of'Whether there can be such o thing

as a Stoalinist-led anti-capitalist revelution., -If such a po&sibillty
exlgts, it 1g only. an addéitional argument for the vliew here presented
Our party must géucate’ woﬂktrq to dietlnguiqd one’ "Lrano” of Social-~

Asm, frion the ‘athers)

Our transitional#progfan rmaintains, of courqe;,lts bagic valid-
Aty in the preeent var, The war requires oaly, that we find new forme
.new dehauls, new enphaols. HQUGVLL, the wapy also ralses problens
.ﬂhvt becone incdreas singly” aifficult to ‘answer with anything short of
a. conplete” Sooinlibt "asuef;, Rationhing 1is- Such a’ question, : ‘We can
- ealY for ihe supprgssion of the.'black’ nafkut ‘trade tnion control
- of distﬂlbution,,cto.,but 'in egsence we are pnly calling- for' equality
ih poverty. We erunot.eschpe telling the workers thnt they will have
to put up with ratiohing’ ns long as they pat up with capitalism and
war, The unbearably lofig; hours of ‘labor are another such pfoblem.

LBt nyrﬁﬁf ‘the flost’ inportnnt redison fop baslc Socialist pre- .
sentatlons arisgs out of the change in - the ‘status of the party itself,

R B 24




| =Bm

viz: Labor Action brings us foi the first time in contact with tlous-
ands .of workers in incdustry, our nembers aie 1n persoral contact .
.with hundreds, and betwecn the two we are in a position %o recruig
indugtrial workers. For us today, the latter becomes our nmost in-
“portant imnediate task. There are no mass actions wé -can influence
today nor will our tiny forces provcke them. Our transitional de-
nands are planting the sceds that will sprout in the mass actioas
of tomorrov. But imrediately we _csn recruit. Not thousands, or
even hundéreds. But three or four in this shop, one or two there,
etc. Waat will we offer to recruit then to? Today our party ap-—

... pears not as a party of Socialisn but as a pafty of transitional de~

mands. The programn we formulated to fight rfor in a Labor Party and
in the unions, becormncs the only progrun we are known by. Goodl some
will s%y, it will make us nore popular, But what they fall to com-
‘prehend is that our transitional slogans were sonething a nass nove-
nent would be forced to accept in trying to strugsgle out of the con-
tradictions of capitalisim., Oply Socialisn can present the breathe-
taking perspective of a couplete re-organizatlion of society and tne
~ushering in of the era of peace ané plenty which can inspire a work-
er to throw in his lot with a snall revolutionary party. . Of course,
the averaze worker, he who rmultiplied by millions riakes up the
working class todaJ dulled:and routinized by exploitation and prop-
aganda can only be moved by the practical, lumediate consideratiogs.
But the thousonds of workers, paftioulafly the younz workers, whp
will form the revolutionary cadres tomorrow can only be inspired and
~brought to their fcet by a bold picture of the world we scek to =
create, Today he 1s nore likely to regard LA as a "left-wing C.I.O."
organ than ag thc ofbnn of a nmoverent to re-make the world, -

; Winning support 1n our noveient for these views willl be far
less difficult thoan putting then into practice. The inertia of the
years lays heavily upon us. Y=t if the leading connittee approach-
. ed the problen with the necessary splrit it would soon be an integ-
" ral part of our activity. The first attenpts nmay be stilted and
nechanical, but the rcal kaack would soon be learned. Ipstead of a
cereronial phrase that "only under Socialisi will there be racial
equality", we will stop to explain why. Ipstead of saying "only
under socialism will unemploynent be permanently abolished" we will
demonstrate why this will be so. Iynstead of nerely saying “Peacc
through 8001a11,n“ we will explaln why Soclalisnm as & worldé order
would end WOl

. The first publle aopcafan09 of our party, on May Dgy 1940, in
Colunbus Circle, wis narked by an historic speech by Conrade Shacnt-
man, which could well serve as a model on how we integrate our trans-—
itional derands with ba51c Socialist vropaganda. This proves that
we are not without asltators giftcd for this type of approach. Ngr
would the rcst of us fail to learn. Labor Actlon could findé exuannles
from nany agitational classics of the past and would do well to run
gorie in its colwms. Trotsky!s nov-forgotten article on "Yankee
Commmunisn® that appcared in Liberty magazine is one such, Serial’
“presentatlion of clacsics like Jack London's "Iron Heel" in condeussd
fornm 1s another. These would secrve to bolster a Socialist content
in our general nmaterlal,
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Thefelore, in sunmation:

1,  There arc at present no rass FOV“ncnt" undﬁvvﬁy that can
be 1nfluenced by our transitlonel dengnds. Our iwiiiizis task must-

be recruitnent in the shops, . For this it i necessary to
into our general agitation a cbﬂ&unnu explrnatlon 0 how SOCt llsm
today. becones Titefally the oaly . 7. out.

24 The war. presents
permlt no answer short of

3e --The - totalitarian

;It is our cuuy t0o eduogtc

'DéCember41942;‘

an 1;cfuﬁs1ug'nunbcf of problens tnat
SOCiall _

tendeacies of . econony appeaf SOClaliStic.
”Ofkg 's. ho real oocia118ﬂ.

‘B - Lund.
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Redruitment by‘01ubs_1s as follows:

Concentration General Ind. Non-Iﬁa.;

QL

Q2 - b 5 )
B2 - 8 2 1 1
B3 - 5 5 :
Harlem - 4 4
Bronx - 2 1 1
k.. General - b 1 2 . 2
‘Reappli~-
s cations =~ 3 3

’ ~

- 0f the total number of new members recruited, 8 were Negro membevs -
' all industrial wirkers, .

The above recruitment and membership figures reveal the Follow-  :
ing factors.

» 1. Recrultment has definitely become a "way of lirfa" for the

organization. Most of our actlvlty is now carried ou with recruit-
ment as a consclous goal, instead of an incidentsl tiniug which might
or mlght not take place. : R

' 2. Most of our recruitment was done through our cancen+ration
work, and the overwhelming majority of our new members ara’ 5*dus4r1a1
workers., v

3. Of those who d1d not pass their probation period, only a

;" negliglible number were industrial workers, Almost all ovy new

= worker members stayed in the organization and beeeme active in-it,
Our organlization 1s better eaulpped todsy to atirael and keep Indus-

trial workers., .

4, One proof of the above 1s that today, unlike a year ago, we
are not worrled about "what to do with contacts,"  "how to get them
into the party.' It 1s true, of course, that we have to discuas
¢ and plan and work for recrultment; thut it donsn t hapren by itself,
& - But there certainly i1s that concern about "bringing new people into
' the clubs" as there was a year ago and more,

¥ 5. Most of the recruitment was done during the first half of

. the year. Following that period, which 1tself had come after a time

i of slow, preparatory work, came a perlod of integration and education
j.  of new members. This in part ls responslble for the slowdown in
recrultment. Another factor Was the loss of one of our concentrationg
the loss of several of our best "recrulters" who left on other assign-"
ments.,

1 6. Although on the whole our attitude towards the recruitment
- 13 vastly improved, there ars still some comrades who are hesltant
in this sphere. In addition, we are still plagued by ah old weak-
ness - that of starting on a Job, but not followlng it through to
£ the end. Instead, we tend to let our activities get shifted intc
* ‘ other fields which might be more allv-.ring and profitable foi:fgs
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organization. The result is that we are left with many lose ends =
contacts, friends, others who do not become members of the party,

- Our membership today le_mcre active today than it was previously
although there are stlll a fcw comrades who do not share in one way ’
or another in our work. Following the last convention, the city
commtttee and club organlzers combed through the membership for the
purpose of activizing each one. The result was that 15 members, who
for one reason or another, could not undertake any party assignment,
were*dropped to the status of sympathizer,

-During thls same period, a number of leading people left town
on other assignments. These included several CC members. :

THE SITUATION IN THE CLUBS:

Bronx: After a long period of extreme activity on the part of the
Bronx membership, who were composed in the main of vorng esthuslastic
people, the club found itself with a very long subssriber and contact
list. However, due primarily to the composition of the Bronx ciub, :
1ts youthfulness, etc., the club found it next to impossible to re- .
cruit any members into the party from all thls work, Its several at~
tempts to hold public meetings fell through because of circunistances '
completely outside the control of the club or the organization,

: The C.C. discussed on several occasicns proposals made by this
club for "neighborhood work", i.e., involvement iu tenaut organizations
etc., but rejected these proposals on the ground that we did no% have -
the sultable personnel 1n the club for initlating such activity in

- the neighborhood. A canvass of the neilghborhood revealed no exist-
ing organization iIn which our memhers could work, so that we would
have to be the Initlators of such organizations and activities. It
was the opinion of the C.C. that we were not in a position tec do this
unless the Bronx club were re-inforced with new members, which un-
fortunately the city organization could not suppliye.

Faced with this situation, an active membership placed in a posi-
tion where 1t could not recruit to the party, the C.C. together with
the Bronx club, after long deliberation, decided upon the dlssolutlon
of the club and the transfer of its memhers Into.other clubs where
they have continued to be active and In many cases riaying leading
roles. .

As a result of the activity of the Bronx club, however, we have
created a certaln amount of sympathy for our paper and i1deas iIn the
- nelghborhood, still retaln quite a few subscribers who have renewed
their subs, have several contacts, At the present time, the Harlem
club 1s following up on this work. ' _

Harlem: This club has turned its attentlion from work in the Harlem
community as a whole to activity which is commensurate with our

.  strength in Harlem, House-to-house distribution of the paper in
¥ @ housing project has brought in a large number of subscriptions

= and has given us some excellent contacts., As a result, the club
was able to organize a contact class tihPnrugh which two members were

recruited to the party.

At the present time, the club 1s once 2gain 1n the posﬁthq of -
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- to organize another contact class with zood possibilities for recrult-

. ment, In this way the club is bnildlnv up and getting into a condi~
.- tlon wherd 1t can intervenz in co”mmnivv arfairs on a more realistic
~basls than we have ever becen able tc do ir tnc past.

A scction might be cevoted at this pcirt +o our "Negro Work,"

' During the past year the pavvy resrulied a greatsy rnumbcr c¢© Negro

3 workers than it ever did bhel=ze.  What s morc immurians, howevse, 1s
L« that these comraces racs vomained i{n the crganizsition ahd hove ted ome
a very activie parc of it, taking leadzrahiip la some vewy imnorte:

3 work. Most of these conrad-s, howeversr, were DdDrougnd Iipus the ;"vuy
I as a result of cur concentration work 2cd this in ;qrfa mMeNgUTE 8~
¢  counts for thalr specdy integration Irto our organiuzation, In this
sense, Negro work - or work among Negro workers - has ncw become the
- task of every club and almost every member and 1s no longer relegated

to speclal committees. .

k. Q-1: (Report does not include concentr:tion work reported on orally),
or the greater part of thc year, this club’s work was almost exclasive-
1y concentration work, With the liguidavion of this coaceuntration,
and the transfer of many of its mambers +to uvither cluby, Q<L 13 ncw
following uy on the contacks of the olf concenbtration, It is &lso
doing some house-to-house activitw 1n c”nnu,giu- wich the svb drive;
generel contact work, etc. In this Cldb/%n, comrades ¢f o anew con-
centration which has still to he formally orgaalzed.

. The work started by this club in recrvitment has in many respects

. served as a model. It was this concenira:ion whish started the ore
ganizatlion of contact Glasrcs, gettling of subs on a largs scale, dales

of Plenty for All, ewc. The particulnyly tavoratle aon dlt;ons 'y

.this concentration was naturally very helpful. Neverthelezz, chis

concentration showed a gcod grasp of what 1its tasks were iﬁ regard to -

recrulfment.

. Q-2: (Report does not include actual concentraticn work),

MSst, 1f not sll, the work of the club has hsen %n connectlon with
1ts concentraticon which has teen the most sgiable of ule From =
very small grouyr, this concentraticn has grown chrough recruttment

and employment of new peoplc te considurabie :zize.

Almost all the members of the club are sctivcly ifrvolved 1n the
work of the concentration an? the general work is car-led out well,
Unfortunately, this club still ovsrlcois oe wclegaves Lo loavs con-
'sideration the sp:cific task of rueruicrment; with the resul: that
it has some gond contacts, but does not get around to dringiong them
into the organizat'on,

Sson after the last conventlion, five memhers were recruited into
the club, three of whom had >riglnally been coantacted thrcugh the
School. Since that time, recruitment has come to a complete stand-
st1l1ll, although the rumbce of contacts has grown, The !utegration
of the new members has been very good, for the very nature orf the
clubts work immediostely ivnvolves all msmoners.

: At the present time., the club has an added actlvity 1n connsstlo
with the sub-drive. Thnv are ccpvassing a houslng yroject and re-
celving a substantial number of subs.

In the coming period, this c¢lub will have to place emphasis voon
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“the problem of party recrultment, or 1ts excellent concentration work
may'well go wasted for the party.

: an' From the largest concentration a year ago, this has now become
very small, In the orgal report, we pointed out what the circum-~

. stances of work were in this concentration, and the limitatlions thls
places upon our perspectives there, At the beginning sf the year,
two members were recrulted from thls cecacentration. At the present
time” there 13 progpect for the recrulement 27 at least onc more .

! In additlion to 1ts concentration work  tinils olub conducts gene-
ral contacting work and 1s doing work in a housing project in con-~
nection with the sub-drive. There are also three students in this
club who are worklng among youth contacts, getting subs, etc,

B—3' Since the last convention, the work of this club has undergone
considerable change. From general contacting, house-to-house work,
this club has become one which devotes almost all its energies to
1ts concentration, It 1s a very new concentration, with most of 1its
members in 1t not more than six months. To date, two new members
have been recrulted from one section cf this concentration, and one
from another, A contact class is now under way which should result
In same recrultment, :

(The problems of this concentration, type of work, etc. were In the
oral report.)

t
i

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES:

At the beginning of the year we attempted to have s functlioning
educatlional department. The committec met for a while -and worked
out a8 number of plans and projects. It was eble to publish a few
informatlional, educational bulletins which were to be used by cludb
members, 1t also met with the club educational directors and assisted
In the working out of club educational prcgrams, Beyond that, the
department could not longer functlion as a department for the simple
reason that almost every member of 1t was alreadv overburdened with
other party activity.

The WP School which we ran last year was by far our best achieve-
ment in this fleld. Its excellent attencance both by members and
non-members alone testifies to this. The continuatlion of the school
as a party Institution and its expansion should be cne of the things
to which we must devote the most serlous attentlon,.

In the clubs, most of the educational activity has been devoted
in the recent period to the study and rceview of Marxlan fundamentais.
For example: B-~2 has studled several of the Lenin pamphlets, as has
B~3. Harlem and Q-2 have hoth used the Cummunist Manifestc as texis
.for educational work in the clubks, Q-1 has had a ciam 51 the priuclpl
of the WP. '

In addition, almost every club has had functloniong study groups,
‘that is, small groups which meet once a week and asitudy together sGme
~Important plece of literature ar a glven toplc.

At the beglnning of the yee», moss of the discussion in the slubs
naturally centered arwnd the issues which come .up at our untloma’
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convention and this discussion had great educational value for all
our members, : ,

PROPAGANDA:

Outside of L.A., whose distribution has declined somewhat during
the year (due to loss of one Jistributfon point, shortage of distri-
butors), Plenty for All has been our maln propaganda instrument,

We do not at the present time have sufficient material which will
bridge the gap between L.A. and the party program and 1t is necessary
that we exert the utmost pressure that such pamphlets be issued by

e the NO immedlately.

Plenty for All has had continued good sales as we meet new con-
~tacts, but after that we have nothing to give to these contacts othep
than the NI and the old Marxian classics scld by the Book Service, '

‘We made one attempt to ilssue a speclal leaflet addressed to the
CPs The distribution of these leaflets was good, but the response
was practically nill, Our energles could have been much better ex-
pended had we issued a leaflet or pamphlet on some subject llke the
Lebor Party, the No-strlike pledge, the transitional program, Re-
convers ion, etc, and distributed to our contacts,

Our public meetings have played a large role in our propaganda
work, The tendency has been for our meetings to grow In size, and
to attract more and more the newer contacts we are meeting in the
shops, These meetings should be utllized more for recrultment pur-~
poses than they have been in the past, From an organizational point
of view the meetings are still poorly run and lack the necessary
sparkle to meke them really peppy and colorful. This problem too
merits the most serious attention of the next committee.

 SWP:

In view of the fact that we meet members of this organlzation 1in
almost every one of our fields of endeavor and also bescause of the
special situation 1n that organization, we must In the coming period
.establish closer contact with these members, Speclal attention
should now be paid to this work. As g first step, it 1s necessary
to conduct an educational program on the differences between the two
organizationa and to keep our members fully Informed of the develop-
ments which are likely to take place in the coming -perlod. The
special literature addressed to the DuP must be gotten into the hands
of SWP members and every effort made to conduct dlscussions with
them, :

DISTRIBUTIONS:

. As we stated above, there hnas been a decline 1n the clrculation
of the parer. Lt the present time we dlstribute about 5,000 corpis:
. per week, in additlon to special dlstributions. This is a drn; oFf
about 2,000. Part of the drop was caused by the closing of two
places of regular distribution. However, we have found anothax
"fleld for distrivution and at the present time thls fleld can be
greatly exmanded if we can get a sufficlent number of comrades &~

participate in thils work. -
' C 35



-7.‘

“It has been the unfortunate practice of eur. organization to se-
routinize the matter of distributions that mony comrades don't attach
the necessary importance to this work, Actually next to our work
1nsidefthe concentrations, the distribution of the paper i1s the most
Important activity that we conduct. There are very few places in-
deed where the dlstribution of our paper has falled to have imporiant
political results,

‘ ,ﬁn the comling period, we shall have to devise means of making
thls work assume the importance 1t deserves by organizing our activi-
ties accordingly.

HOUSE-TO-HOU SE WORK:

Thils work, engaged In to some extent by nearly all the clubs, 1s
not, at the present time, a major form of our activity and we do not
£  look to It as a major source of recruitment. Yet, in the opinlon
i of the City Committee, 1t is wrong to concelve of this work as utter-
ly useless. If nothign else were accomplished by it - and thls is
f not theé case - our paper and organization become popularized among
> large gections of people in this way. ilowever, this work has offered

us the‘opportunity of meeting some very good contacts, In the
coming perlod, the organlzation of thls work, and the inter-change
between clubs of ccntacts; etc., will have to be better organized in
order that we may get the best and most out of this work, :

CITY COMMITTEE:

The organizational weaknsss of the committee 1s manifest at first
glance:. Practically every member of the committee 1s so involved -
in hls particular sphere of work, club, concentratlion, etc., as to be
able to devote very little time to general, departmental work of the
committee ltself. Our several attempts to strengthen the city offlce
but at least 2nother part-time worker have fallen thrmugh. In ad-
dition to that, durlng the course of the year, five of the original.
¢ nine members of the committee left, elther to out-of-town assignmints
or for special reasons, :

. As a result of this situntion 1t has proven impossible to have
' a functioning educational devartment, labor department, person in

- charge of Adlstributions, etc. Thls is the first time in the history
of the NY orgunization that we have had only one functlionary - end

at a time when the number of our cctivitles has been growing.

2 The committee therefore tried to act on all these matters 1n

* committee. Labor problems were discussed at greater length by thils
CC and 1t took s more active part In the formulation of pollcy.

- It also did this with rzgar”® to educational work. This CC tried

k. to act on a number of other political guestions, namely the ALP prch-
. lems, our role 1n the concentrations, etc. -

YU TH WORK:

. - In the past period, the number of ycung sympathizers and coptar s
. that we have bheen making hes been growing. %e have secveral young
f.. comradies who can now begln to work with these contacts for the pur~
t. pose of orgenizing them. Action on the proposals which are now
k. beinr discussed should be taken immedlately after the city conven-
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x Among those proposals 1s that we nttempt to organize some sort
of youth forum, run entlrelv by these contacts and sympathizers and -
in which our members will function. This forum or civdo should have
as 1ts main aim at the prescnt time educational activity, socclal
activity, etc. In 1t, naturally, our comrades wi'l prcsent the
point .of view of the party and try to glve dlrection.

, The next CC should have on it one person who will be able to de-
vote himself to the problems of thls work.

(The work on concentrations and concrete perspectives in that fleld
were reported on orally. These should be discussed 1in the clubs
and will be discussed and acted on at the convention.)

SUMMARY :

f In the opinion of the Clty Commlittee, the NY organization has

. made a good deal of progress In the lart year, We have more than
"held cur own." Thot is, we have grorm through recrulitment, and
In the last year our influence has grown even more. In a great many
sitvations, where a year ago we were outsliders looking In and having
t- somethlng to say about what ought to be done, today we are actlve

- factors and what we have to say counts.

E - There are almost daily inquiries from all kinds of people about
£ what the pprty thinks on this or that quesction, what the paper would
k. say about this or thet situstlon, etc.

E We are 1n the concentrotions and our problems now are mailnly

- on how to do things rather thon what to do, The best work of course
E 1s carrled out by those who mede the turn when 1t was first proposead

i and have stuck to this kind of work. ‘

k.  The NY orgenization still contlnues to supply forces for our
out-of-town work,

‘_ PERSPECTIVES:

1 - Recrultment: This point to be discussed by clubs, with each
club reporter brinsing tu the elty convention
the concrete "persp-ctives for the club,

There ar- a number of fricnds and contacts who
can be rscrulted into the organization in the
coming perlod without very much effort.

o
!

School: Build up the WP school as an institution which
- will be able to run clasgsses for members and nii-
members, orgenize study groups, prepare out-
lines of study, run lectures and forums,

Sudb Drive: Te go over the trp of our guota, Upon con-
clusion of La drive, to start an NI drivs,
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4 - Distributions: To raise our distrlbutions to at least 7,000
: ~ by the additlon of two more dlstribution
‘ points.
5 - ?arty Center: T>» work towuards the establishment of a

NY party center, where classes, lectures,
forums, can he held, A Headquarters
which can be kept open evenlngs, etc,

6 - Youth Work: Immediaste action on the formation of a
: youth group as outlined above,

- s s m
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The Crisis in the New York Party

'

by V., Jensen

While for the most part I am in agreement with the convention
report as far as lts perspectives for future work, and am in whole~
hearted agreement with its emphasis on re~industrialization for the
coming period, and to a certaln extent agree with some of its analyses
of our past period = the report as a whole leaves me with an uneasy
feeling that it does not really come tg terms with the problem that
18 uppermost in the comrades'! minds. “hat problem is = what is wrong
with the New York party? The New York comrades reading the report
can get from it little or no direction for channelizing his extremely
understandable and justifiable doubts and questions as to the weak
state of our local into constructive convention discussion and
activity. o ' ‘

To my mind, the main weakness of the report is its failure
frankly to reallze and state that the New York party is in a state of
.orlsis, to analyze the causes and symptoms of this crisis, and to
show how the perspectives outlined for the future flow from an under-
standing of this crisis and are designed to help the party holst it-
gelf by 1ts own bootstraps from its stagnation.

There 1s no virtue in ¢rying havoc for its own sake. On the -
other hand a membership that is not entirely mentally deficient, ‘
that has been attending its branch meetings (usually deadly) for the
past year, and has become either deadened to or cynical about one
smaller or larger fallure after another, has a right to demand that
1ts leadership have guts enough to call a spade & spade instead of

vaguely defining it as an agricultural instrument.

This the convention report does not do. To be sure strewn
throughout the report are acknowledgements of varlous fallures: we
‘fell down miserably in our recrultment drive; we could not mobilize
our membership for our important elesction campaigun; our city cormittee
showed no leadership either on a citywlde or even (pitiful admission)
on a branch scale, with few exceptions; our labor (and other commiitees)
functioned only sporadically; our membershlp has become apathetic
towards its dally tasks, demoralized to a point where many comrades

have lost falth in the revolution, etc. etc.

These are not the symptoms of a party local that has a few
"bugs" thas &8 dangerously 1ll. That is why the clty committee
"must holst the danger flag with more vigor. The New York membership
and leadership must look at the pretty grim spectacle of themselves
straight in the face., Unless they do and recognize the seriousness
of the sltuation, there 1s no reason to hope that the New York party
which has failed in many smaller tasks will be prepared for the sac-
rifices and efforts which the comlng period demands,

What Is Wrong with New York?

Last May a recrulitment drive which has as its modest goal a
quota of 25 to be recrulted in three months ender with results that
fell far below this goal, As the conventlon report detalls, the
report on the drive ushered in a discussion which went far beyond
the recruitment drive, and yet which was, to my mind at least, cere
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tainly not for the most part, beyond the sgope of the discussion,
Comrades seeking the causes for ocur fallure had to discuss a situation
where branches functioned in deadly manner; a large part of our older
members were inactive or doing only the minimum of activity; our
membershlp as a whole was unenthusiastic, our working habits consepe
vative and routine., Oriticism was made of the cormittee and the city
organiser, as well as of the fallure of the NO to glve us political
direction and political ammunition in the form of propaganda material,
For the most part, the committee felt that the manner in which NY was
conduoting itself represented a lag in relation to the turn the rest
of the party was trylng to make; we were underXground as party branches
and what open activity we did was directed in appeal towards the

older or so-called "politlecal" periphery (l.e., ex's, radicals and

. petty-bourgeois intellectuals.) LA would have a eswmpaign on the labor
draft for a month, but in NY neither the city cemm’itee nor the frise
tions discussed the LA ocampaign in relation to pariy work that we
~might do, ' - : : . '

. ~ - Groping for understanding and solutions. t~2 committee recome

- mended more open activities for the branches c¢1r.* the launching of &
campaign on reconversion which was to take th12 “>rm of the election
campaign. To be sure, as the convention report 3vates,. this dise
cussion was not a model of clarity but we~dld represent the begine-
ning of consciousness, much belated to bersure, of danger within the*
New York organization. . ‘

: It 1s regrettable that this first attempt tc ccpe, kFuaover
, haltingly, with the NY situatlon met with a .most ci.rcsor4’ 73 and
defensive attitude and lack of understanding on ti.. 1ari; :.:ul1 of the*
eity organizer and the PC._ Comrade Shachtman's attivuds in perticus”
lar was that the comrades who were ralsing the issues were simply.
trouble-makers, trying to make a “crisis’ in NY where none existed
~ and were delinquents who tried to comeceal thelr own shortcomings
by blaming everything on the clity organizer. I hold no brief for
the present city committee =.as a matter of fact I wouldn't wish it~
on a dég. <t was undoudbtedly delinquent and undoubtedly had a ten~
denoy to lay every shortcoming of the organlzatlion ci the doorstsp
of the city office. Nonetheless, I sonsldered this etcituvds o the”
NO shortsighted in the extreme., And I do not think that even the¥y¥
think they can any longer afford to lgnore the crisis in -NY.

. - Naturally, the shortoomings of.the organization could ofily e

- reflected in the campalgn. And they were. I do not want to niinimize
the step forward that the ecampaign was; for the first time sl-n'c‘es‘khe
war we appeared openly and consistently with our propaganda’. I -agree
with the analysis in the body of the conventlon report of the oppor-
tunities opened to us by the campaign. The great danger is-“that we
will not be able te use them as we were not able to use so many op-
portunitles during the esampalgn. .

The campaign, in spite of 1ts many good points, revealed in a
more ugly. and inescapable manner than before the shortcomings of the
party organization. The leadership in NY was not really a leadership
in any senase, the membership could not be rallied in its first im-
portant political and organizational campalgn for a long time., Apathy -
and indifference were the order of every campaligning night. Inf”_‘
spite of much better literature, more publicity, more finances ‘==~
from the point of view of party acoemplishment,.X do not think this- -
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campaign ocan be compared with the one held four years ago. No better
criterion of that can be had than the general low state of membership

morale at the end of this campaign. From that point of view, the
opening sentence of the convention report calllng the campaign the
"outstanding accomplishment of the Year's work" can be considered
true only in a very relative sense.

The end of the campaign throws the party orisis into ever
sharper light - The crisis 1s characterized most sharply by the
reluctance and resistance of the membership to reenter industiy, by
low personal morale and a feeling of hopelessness about the prospects
of our own party. The branches torn from their activity (such as 1t
was) by the campaign, deprived of their-: fractlons, display their
rootlessness and purposelessness.

Whence does it stem?

The crisls iIn New York is no isolated phenomenon. It represents
fortunately in an exaggerated form, a crisis that confronts or will
confront the entire party. It is for that reasor that 1t deserves
the closest attention and thought not only of New York but of. the
natlonal organization, , ,

The war opened the gates of opportunity tov our party, For the
. first time our comrades were,permitted outside the pale of isoclation
from the worklng class into its company, at 1east, 12 not into its
ranks. Labor Action, as an aglitatlonal organ ceulcd reccn the workers,
For the first time the party ocould hope to make ar arpeas ctherwise
than as a Trotskylst sect, , :

But in the flush of this important gain, and In *h@ surprise we
. experienced when we held our ranks against patriotic prezsure, we have
a tendency to forget that we have pald a price for thé war, fho big-~
gest price we have paid is undoubtedly in leadership. In wuhis oruclal
‘period we were deprived of our best leadership, ncit osnly in the

" secondary ranks but in the primary. The results on both tevels from
which many of the best were missing was much the SqmuQ c73rnergs of
inadequate and in many cases medlocre comrades, resul ing fr routin-
ism, conservatism, touchliness about criticism, expensive inefficlency,
Buck-passing, arbitrary or spasmodic discipline alternating with
laxity, and fallure to traln leadership.

As Comrade Lund pointed out in hls pre-conference documents,
. the party as the enormous task of closing the gap between the agl-
tational nature of our paper and the reality of our small party in
the person of ocur comrades in the shops and our branches. This task
is made no easier by the social composition of our party whose mem-
bers are overwhelmingly young and petty-bourgeois.

In New York these difficulties were especlally apparent, Our
soclal composition is worse than any other place. Our comrades,
due primarily to the atomized nature of New York industry, were
scattered in shops throughout the city. The lives of the branchos,
with one possible excepticn, did not rovolve around the work of the
comrades in the factorles,

These are objective circumstances. The job of the party 1is to
glva direction so as to help overcome the difficulties inherent in
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thesobjective circumstances. Particularly in New York we did not do
sos+ We lagged badly behind LA - in our forums, our schools, our
activity. Our branches were given no task beyond sending people out
knocking at doors to visit contacts once a week, That we had no
place to bring these people that we contacted to, except a forum or
school organized to appeal on an old-line propagandistic basis was
not considered. Why should we be surprised then, when during the
campaign which we have organized on an individual rather than a
branch baslis, we turn over a Job to the branches only to find they
~ocouldn't do a Job? We have no branches = we have our membership
divided into groups that meet on Wednesday or Thursday = but no
‘branches, No wonder that we dld little recruiting, the wonder is
that we recrulted and managed to integrate even the few we did,

And now what? - : , , . - =
o New York stands at the crossroads. The organization does
not have too long to mull over its fate, search its soul as to what is
wrong, seek for a source of blame, If we stand still, we'll find opr=
selves on the sklds, a process that to my mind has already begun, ‘o
get out of our crisis, two things mainly are demanded.

«

First and foremost = back into industry. All ingenious schemes,
. any vow of individual responsibllity, any plan of extensive education
- all are completely meaningless if we are isolated from the working-

- class, It 1g not an easy thing to do. We willl be working in small

shops, at low wages. It may be a long time before we are in a posi-
tion to make even the modest splash ln trade union politics that we
did in the past period. But it 1s the only way in which we can be in
the stream of the labor struggles that face the United States. Those
comrades who are reluctant to take this step must face the consequen=-
ces for the party. Either we are in the labor movement, or we go
back to belng the propagandist sect we werec before the war - and for
.that the time 1ls certainly out of joint, i :

~  And concurrent with the process of reestablishing ourselves in
industry, the New York party must reaganize itself so that workers
may be brought to it, integrated 1ln 1t, educated in it, If 1t does
not, the demoralization and frustration of any lndustrlalization
program 1s Inevitable. In my branch,some comrades protested an exec
.motion that the branch hol”® open meetings twice a month as well as a
social for contacts. They feared that the "internal education and
1ife of the party would be diluted". Besides it wasn't the party
"tradition". The answer to that was given by a new comrade who said
in a disgusted voice that if never seeing any new faces at a meeting
was a party tradition it ought to be broken. New York has a lot of
bad habits, not to be graced by the name of tradition, that must be
broken. .

: We have opportunities. We have a program, We have a member-
ship that once cognizant of the seriousness of the crisis places on
gerlious revolutionaries, must hoist itself by its own petard out of
1ts stagnant pool into the maln stream of the labor movement,  Such
e’ membership can and will demand a serious leadership ready to assume
responsibllities and do its share. In the coming period, the New
York organization must effect a revolutlonary change of hablts.
Nothing less will do. ‘ :
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On the City Commlttee Report and the Need for a Political Perspective

by F. Forest

1, bgpoliticalization

The City Committee's report contends that the Party is at the
crossroads and defines the crossroads to be the decision, to rein-
dustrializ e the party, or go back to the 0ld system of white collar
Jobs, That 1s an unpostponable task for the Party, but a perspective
cannot be passed off for an analysis of past achievements and past
fallures, If there is one thing which we did achieve, it was the
turn to proletarianization. 75% of our membership, or pretty much
all that could be proletarianized, were located in industry. Our
membership went into industry wholeheartedly and enthusiastically
took thelr place among the organized proletariat. Yet the indispens-
able turn to Industrialization dld not briag commensurate political
results in terms of party recrultment, Instead of practically ig-

_ noring the question of the small results goiten from our industrial-
1zation, it is this precisely which the Cormittee's report should have '
analyzed, not merely as an account of the past, tut as a gulde to our
future reindustrialization and the results we should expect from that.

- - This was also the major problem at the last convention of the
New York local. I polnted out then that unless we politicallzed our
work we could not expect the future recruitment drives to be ang more
succegsful than the past ones. Though I was attacked by the C,U.,
members for thls analysis, the report, trcught in by the Political
Committee to the city convention, announced just such a turn to
politicalizing our trads union work. However, the turn was never
really made., It could not have been madé without overhauling all our
work and not only in the trade unions, but in Labor Action, and within
our own ranks for In the process of proletarianization we had lost

5 _'precisely that which should have beeun our special contribution to the

trade union movement: the line and revolutionary face of the vanguard
party. What clearer demonstration of our depoliticalization than the
absence in the Cormittee's report of even any mention of the trade
union turn, not to speak of an analysis as to how the.New York local
- .carried out thls turn? _

The process of depoliticalization 1ls glaringly revealed 1n the
lamentable state of our internal education. Yet not a single of the
following facts gets even a cursory refereunce in the report: :

(1) Never --and I am no novice in the revolutionary movement~-
have I known of a case where a politicsl position is adopted by the
P.C. and its resolution, along with an opposition one, 1s published,

- and yet the central local of the Pariv dces nct arrange a single
city-wlde discussion, as was the case liere with the Resolutions on the
Negro Question. This question is especlally vital to the New York
local which is trying to get a foothold in thelargest Negro community
in the country. Yet the first time I made a motlon for a clty-wide
discussion on the Negro Resolutions., i1t was rejected on the ground
that Com. Coolidge was on tour. (Was there not a single member of the
" PC supporting that thesis who could present his position "as well"?)
The second time I presented the motion the election campaign was beling
launched, and the motion was again rejected, this time on the ground
that the campalign left no time for discussion. Evidently there 1s
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still no need felt for clarity on =ae political position on the Negro:
question -~ at least no efforts are exerted toward the first, elemen-
tary point for this work: a city-wide discussion of the opposing
positions, though Harlem is made a concentration point in New York
work, . .

(2) I have never known of a case where the main local of a reve
olutlonary party does not have a single city-wide disocwssion preced-
ing the calling of a national conference, as was the case with the
New York local preceding the Active Workers Conference,

(3) The disdain for theoretical questions stems, of course,
from the Natlional Committee; the New York local only reflects that
attitude, as seen from the handling of the German comrades' retro-
gression thesis. (Cf. Capitalist Barbarism er Socialism, N,I,, Oct.
1944,) . Consider the prominence and advertisement glven thls work,
and then contrast 1t (1) to the few discussions held, and (2) the.
lack of responsibility felt by the P.C. to explain its position
which evidently differed from Com. Shachtman's, who applauded the
German thesis, It differed also from the German comrades who, the
editorial note stated, arrived at thelr position from motivations of
their own. At the same time it opposed Com, Johnson who rejected the
retrogressionist theory in its entirety. No wonder then that the CC
arranged only two meetlngs, which, strictly, cannot be called city-
wide meetings since attendance was purely on a voluntary basis,

. Furthermore, these were never followed up, although the City Organizer
- announced that the two mee tings held on the question were the first

"{n a serles”.

. (4) Finally, considér the unity negotiations with the SWP, The
first time the membership heard of these was through the press;iThen
a meeting was called and a discussion held, New developments oc=-
curred, and another meeting called, but no time for dlscussion ar-
ranged. 3Since 1t was only an informational meeting it seemed clear
that other meetings should be held where the membership could express
i1ts views., Moreover, the PC as well as the CC is most surely obliged
to draw a balance sheet of the unity negotlations,

All this is not accidental. It flows from lack of political
clarity and a wavering political-line which tries to plunge the party
Into activity without glving it a clear perspective. Sometimes in
fact the actlvity is undertaken as a sort of substitute for political
clarification on the state of the party. Such was the cnse, for
example, with the launching of the election campalign.

2. The three tendencies in the_Ciﬁy Commlttee

. Before the election campaign was undertaken the CC was in the
midst of a series of discussions regarding the fallure of our recruite
ment drive, These discussions revealed three lines of argument,
characteristic of the threc tendencles in the Party natlonally on
the question of party building: ) , '

: (1) Com, Lund's 1dea of what our party should be and act like
-=-a small edition of a mass party--finds its perfect expression in
the C,C. in Com, Hoffman, whose idea of doing away with the "dichoto-
‘my"” between our agitational weekly orgaon and the propaganda party
which we are is best expressed in her own werds: "Make the W,P, more
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(2 ) Com. Shachtman's constant complaint of lack of forces and
attempt violently to combine the agitation and propaganda stages
through the creation of a "cadre" (read: faction) finds its most
characteristic expression in Com. Craine,who thinks the failure of
the New York local to make greater progress 1s more or less a ques-
tion of whether we have one or two full-time organizers,

(3) Oon the other hand, there is Com. Johnson, who clearly pre=-
dicted the consequence of a lack of clarity on the type of party we
are when he wrote: "Clarity on thls 1s the first task of the party to
cheock confusion and avoid frustration...At the present stage the wp
can only be a propaganda organlzatlion whose maln purpose must be to
propagandize sociallism and to make soclalists. - All Marxist partles
‘aim at raising the class consciousness of workers at all times. But
to clrcumscribe the task of the WP by this is Utopian and results in
a steady dilution of soclallsm, - The consequence is a growing loss of
1dentity, both external and Internal of the WP as a revolutionary
party," (Cf, Bullding the-Bolshevik Party) |

s In terms of New York local problems I expressed these same
ddeas when I attributed the fallure of the recruitment drive to the
depoliticalization of the Party 1tself as reflected in (1) 1its
failure to respond polltically to current events both on the national
scene (National Service Act, Reconversion, etc.) and on the interna=-

- tional arena (European events, growth of ﬁourth International, etc.);
(2) in its failure to integrate our trade union and political work '
into one cohesive line; (3) the apoliticalization of our public
organ which reaches the vast majority of the workers we are trying to
influence, and (4) lack of directives from the National Committee.

The Lundites also complained (1) against the NC for lack of
directives and lack of soclalist articles in the LA, and (2) agalnst
Com. Craine for her "conservatism" (Fenwick's phrase) and her failure
to put forward the face of the party by lssulng leaflets, holding
more public meetings, etc. They consldered the cleavage between
themselves and Com. Cralne deep enough to insist on two separate

" reports, though by the time these reached the membership there was as
much difference between them as between Tweedledum and Tweedledee,
and hence the necessity for two reports seemed completely inexplicable
to the membership.

These differences the Commititee's report now glosses over., It
does not even mentlon the novelty of two separate reports. Instead
it aims to creante the impression that the difference was only with
the Johnsonites, "Depoliticalization" as a cause for the fallure
of the recrultment drive, it states, was rejected by the majority of
the CC, Then it continues to sum up the other differences thus:
"Actually what the 3C was doing here was expressing the need for a
change of functioning...The comrades recognized that we were slow in
making a turn to open activity which was opened by the pending end -
of the war and the end of the war itself." This 1s putting some very
clear~-cut hindsight consciosusness into the former dispute. It clears
‘the decks for an attack on the Johnsonltes as the only critlcs.
There is only onc thing wrong with this imprcssion: it does not re-
~fleot the true situation. The truth of the matter is that not only
‘Were three tendencles seen in the former discussion on recrultment,
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but these reappeared again when the prosent report was read.

7 The fact that all was patched up in the interim period only
proves the unprincipled charactcr of the Lunditcs. They were irres-
ponsible in insisting on two aeprarnwc raports previously when there
- were no major differences between therselves and Com. Craine, They
are asg irresponsible now in VUtir§ o1 % ‘single report which they were
the first to chracterize as “srup" and as lacking a realization that
."the party is in a crisis". Tie lL:ztter opinion Com, Jensen said she
8till held even when the reporw was rewritton, or so she said when I
asked h3r whether her vote meani thuai =22 now does not consider the
party to ke in a crisis.

3. The crisgis in ths part:r

The party is in a crisls. After a year's intensive activlity in
a alZvation favorable to the grewtli of the revolutionary party, our
New “er« inczal can record a nct gnin of only 13 members (27 were re-
erutvca but 14 were dropped), and a vote of some 800 (as contrasted
to 4000 the SYP got). Under such conditions the membership has =
right to ask two questions: (1) what accounts for the miserable show-
ing in recrultment despite the new turn to pollticalize our trade
union work, and (2) how does it happen that the election campaign,
for which all other activitles wers practically stopped, during which
we dlstributed 100,000 copies of the LA carrying a special election
page, and sold 10,000 copics of Jobs for All, 5000 of the Anti-Jim
Crow pamphlet and 5,000 of the pamphlet on Socialism got such poor
results, It cannot be that the Amzrdcoa nroletariat is backward and
not ready to accept a revolutlonary rregesrn since tho Trotskylst
label polled the largest vote it cvyse &id 1u New York,

The CC report answers ne’ther of these questions satisfactorily.

The first, as I showed, it har~dly attempts to answer; the second 1t
answers by the assertion of the rather obvious fact that the 5:1
relationship in the streng*h and iInfluence of the respoctive partiles,
That assertion, no matter how belligerently made, does not explain
elther why our vote was so small or why the SWP is growing faster
than we for the truth i1s that the relationship between the two par-
ties 1s not the 60:40 it was at the time of the split. Why our
- party, without a bureaucracy such as characterlzes the SWP, should
. record progress at a snall's pace is not answered by such evations.
Nor surely is the answer to be found in the organizational practices
of the SWP, No, the answer is political., The truth is that they
. have a revolutlionary perspective and we do not. The truth 1ls that,

" Pregardless of what you think of thelr political line, nobody reading
their press can fall to sec that it 1s the press of the SWP, while
anyone reading the LA makes no such ccnnectlon between it and the WP,

While political q uestions o5 not within the province of a
clty conventlon, it is important ot Lcoaet to Indicate the realrcason
for the crisis in the party’s mornl.. It is hard to bulld a party
that has no revolutionary perspactive. Com. Born admlitted, for
example,"that-the pessimism prevaleat in the party was due to the
" "fallure (his gquotes) of the Buropeaw rcevolutlor to take place
“after such a catastrophic war. He argued, however, that that ought
to have a "sobering" rather than a deroralizing offcect. Com, Craine
" adé8d that it would e “irresponsible' for we ¢o sec revolutions
faround every carncr", that the polizy of our party is a "responsible
o ‘ C 47
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. and realistlic one. I .am not reopening the European question or the
question of world revoiutlon, which, no doubt, will be thrashed out
at the national conventlon, but insofar asg it has a direct effect

on our New York work, one thing must be seen in all its significance,
Our vacillating line on the developments in Europe has had a demoral-
1zing effect on our membershlp which feels frustrated and begins to
doubt 1ts own effectivoness. <1t is this which accounts for the drop-
ping out of some of the older members. It 1s this which accounts

for our poor results in recrultment. Our tail-endist first reaction
_to the U AW, strike fully exemplifies this,

_ The incapscity to understand the full significance of the atrike
only olimaxed the lack of a political line which has been characteris-

tic of our weekly organ for the past two-three yeocars and which can by
no stretch of imagination be blamed upon the two-three months unemp-
loyment in the ranks. The report states that the let~down feeling
in the membership is due to its deindustrialization and consequent
fallure to be on the picket line. If every one of our comrades had
been on the picket line, how, pray, could that have changed the line
of Labor Action when it, desplte the long preparations by the union
for the strikec, despite 1lts open anmouncement of its strategy, which

. Inocluded the revolutionary slogan of Open the Books, despite the fact

trat the slogan had been a part of our transitional program and thus

should have hed us prepared to analyze 1ts socialist content, nevere

theless came out foliowing the outbreak of the strike, devoid of

political content? t Is not up to our membership that is ready

. to do everything. It is a question of political line,

. The party is at the crossroads, but the crossroads are not

those defined by the CC. There is not a single member who disagrees

- with the need of reindustrializing the party. What 1s in question 1is

the type of party we are building and hence the method of bullding it.

" Unless we get that clear our plans will go up in smoke. It is not
‘merely the face of the party that is missing, but the party itself,

that 1s, the consciousness of 1ts vanguard role. Laock of forces

- does not explain why the forces that we have have lost that conscious~

ness in thelir dally work. Lack of forces too is a political questlion,

Neither returnlng veterans nor any forces that we may get from the -

- SWP will solve the politico-organizational problem of building the
Bolshevik party and is as poor a substitute for a party perspective

ag was Cannon's slogan for 30 organizers and $10,000.

December 18, 1945,
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Tlovember 15, 1957

Robert Bloom
35 Orange Street.
Broolillyn, ITew York

Dear Comirade Bloom:

In view of the discussion of the question of unity
of the ISL with the Sr-SDF, I think you will find
the enclosed corresr;ondence relevant and Informative
about our point of view on those matters which are in
the mind of nmany comrades. It consists of an
exchange of letters recently between comrade Norman
" Thomes and ryself. The letters were not intended
originslly for publication or even wide circulatlon
among conmrades. They are not so intended now.
They arc not intended as material for controversy,
but only for your personal information as a leading
represontative of the Party who is considering the
quesiion of unity.

It goos without saying that before sending this
correspondence to you, I discussced the matter with
comracde Thomas. He azrced to have nme send his

letters to you, mrovided they rere sent in full

text, that they were confined to leadling responsible
corrades, and thd the comzmnications be treated

with the discretion that scems to be clearly indicated.

Fraternally yours,

Wed

llax Shachtman

The New

LABOR ACTION . INTERNATIONAL ¢4




September 20, 1957

lax Shachtian

Indenendent Sociallist League
114 W. 14 Street

New York, N.Y,

Dear llax:

From our former conversation, you know that I would 1llke
unity on a proper basis, I am aware that, especially in Detroit,
you have sone valuable peonle. I think, however, that it is nec=-
essary, as far as I am concerned to get a clarification that
does not now ci:ist on such points as these:

Would the ISL explicitly and honestly abandon exlstence
as an organized caucus, open ‘or secret, in the Party?

Where do you stand on Leninlsm?

: I would not want to impose on a deocratic sociallst
party absolute identity of opinlon about Lenin but it 1s to

me of primary importance to say that ieninism is not democratic
socialisme, Out of Ieninism grew by natural processes that
Stalinism wiaich we repudiate, Thils altiicugh I personally
believe that if Lenin had lived, he mniight have repudiated
Stalinism or been repudiated by it, You see, I am more and -
more of the o»ninion that comunism as it developed wasn't a
mistaken form of socialism but a betrayal of soclalisn,

As you know I am not active in any Socialist commlttees
but so far as my influence goes I want to use 1t pretty much
in accordance with your answers to these questions. The gquestions
apply of course to your young folks movement, the Young Soc-
lalist Leagues I have already told you of wy distrust of
Bogdan Denitcihis I am holding up any irvitation to speak at
any of your forwas until I get an answer to these questions,

Sincerely yours,

(sirned)
Normwan Thoras
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October 1, 1957

Dear Norinan;

I want to do all I can to rebuild a democratic socialist nove=-
ment in this country that 1s capable of dealing with the political
problems of our time., To me, this means a healthy union of all soc-
lallsts under the banner of the Socialist Party-Soclal Denccratic
Federation so that there may be a maximum concentration of efforts
to utilize the growing possibilities now offered us. The Independent
Socialist League has, I belleve, a worthwhile contribution to make
to this union if 1t 1s achieved, as you put it in your letter of
September 20th, on a proper basis, Past relationships have created
difficulties for unity between us. I welcome your request for clar-
ification that will remove remaining obstacles. I do not want unity
attained by force, by stratagem ' or in the dark of the moone, I
want it by intelligent understanding of what all of us really want
and of how me hope to resolve our corrion problemns,

First: the Independent Sociallat League does not want or ine
tend to form or maintain "an orgenized caucus, open or secret, in
the Party." I would not want you to take this statement, which I
maké emphatlically as the general view of our comrades, merely as a
matter of personal assurance, It represents above all good common
sense., The Party 1s todd y exceedingly weak. We do not want to
unite with it In order to make .1t weaker. As the Independent Soc=-
ilalist Lesgue'!s convention resolution put it, we do not want to
convert the SoclalistParty-Social Democratic Federation into a
"yanishing battleground" of dispute among factions and sects, but
into a broad movement including all socialists who are ready to
cooperate earnestly and reasponsibly despite the differences among
individuals or even tendencles,

Any Independent Socialist Leaguo caucus would automgtically
establish walls between Party members, What we want is to break
down such walls which generate and stimulate pre judices, antagon-
isms and artificial or outdated factional aligmments, and prevent
the Party from deciding the urgent problems of the movement in an.:
atmosphere of n utual influencing of comrades by the free exchange
of opinions and free thinking about them. We do not want a loose
federation of hard factions under the common name of the Party,
threatening it with bitter internal battles, interminabbe dispute
anil new splits. We wank a durable unity and a broad socialigst move-
mente ‘e must learn to live together in a single political home,
where regard for the unity and progress of the Party determines the
respect we have for j;each other's views and the relationship we
maintain in discussing them. That is why I oppose the formation of
a ny open or secret Independent Socialist ILeague caucus. DIy the
same token I would regret the formation of a caucus by anyone else.

Naturally, we would not like to see any attempt to introduce
or enforce rligld intellectual conformity or political conformity,.
Many of us know from bitter experience the result of "monolithilsm,"
and we abhor 1t as alien to socialism, either as an organized pole-
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ical movement or as a social order, Our generation knows only too
well the crimes committed in the name of "democratic centralism',

In your preface to "The Aims and Tasks of Democratic Soclalism,"

i1t is pointed out that"many socialist tendencies helped to form
the:whole," That 1s true. The comrades of the Independent Socialist
League generally represent in the broad socialist movement a tend=
ency whose counterparts are to be found in many of the sections of
the:Socialist International. As their special obligation, so to say,
all’'tendencles owe loyalty to the Party as a whole. We are ready to
assume that obligation in full and in all sincer"ity, with conscious
regard to the speclal tasks we share in building the Party in this
countrye. We are not asking for special consideration or special
rights. We do want exactly the same rights as all other members of
the Party, not more and also not less. We do not believe a smooth
and frultful unity can be based on approaching or dealing with any
comrade, or group of comrades, in such a way as leaves them with
the feeling of "second-class citizenship" or'"triasl membership" or
any other kind of speclal status = that of Inferiority or that of
superiority. ' ' |

I mean every word of 1t - and I am sure I speak for all our
comrades =~ when I say: we are prepared to lean over backward to -
prove in deeds that any concept of a "raid" on the Party or the
"capture" of the Party is utterly alien to our views and intent, We
regard all the party comrades as our equals In the work of rebuild-
ing soclalism, not as a narrow or slightly refurbished sect, but as
an effective * ° in this country. In turn, we want to be regarded
by all others as their equals, That would be one of the best assur=
gnces of a sound basis for the unification,

Second: the Independent Socialist Ieague does not subscribve to
any doctrine called Leninism, It does not have an officlal position
on the subject and I am pretty certain that nobody could get the
Ieague to comnit itself officially on a term which has been so vary-
Ingly and conflictingly defined as to make discussion of it more often
semantic than ideological or political,

To me, and surely to most of our comrades, Leninism is a
question primarily of hilstorical importance in our time, kost cften
whet 1s In people's minds is the Russian Revolution and democracy
as the road and aim of socialisms, In our view the Russian revolution
has long ago been crushed. What is .the fundamental and urgent pol=
Jdtical question is the relg tion between democracy and socialism,
These questions concern socialists today and I want to outline my
views on theme

We regard the Russian revolution of 1917, which Lenin led, as
a soclalist revolution that established a genuine worker's govern=
ment. I have al"ways defended this proposition and so have owr come
rades. You yourself have often in the past taken & similar viewe I. .
think it worth while here to note the fact that four years after
the revolution, Morris Hillquit, a pretty severe critic of the Bolche-
viks, - wrote these interesting words: "It is pretty idle caviling
to dispute the Soclalist character of the Nuassian revolutioness«The
Russlan revolution has taken possession of the government in the
name of the workers, It has cffectively expropriated capitalist
owne rs and nationalized the greater part of the industries, It has
also written into its program the socialization of the land. lMeasured
# movenent ' C52
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by?all practical tests 1t 1s therefore a Socialist revolution in
character as well £s intent, If it has not come as a result of the
course of historic and economic development outlined by lMarx, it
has occured through the working of another -set of social conditions
and forces, which have proved potent enough to create and maintain
it. Its continued existence, year after year, in the face of aliiost
incredible domestic diffigulties and embittered foreign attacks,
proves that we a~re not dealing with a mere freakish . episode, but
with a monumental historic event. This will remain true even if the
Soviet government should not prove able to maintaln itself indcfin=
I%ely and should yiel" to enother and substantlally different form
©f govermient, " .

Now, I believe that the Soviet govermment finally ylelded to
"another and substantially different form of government" uhder the
rise and consolidation of Stalin's power. I believe it to DLe as
different as counter-revolution is from revolution, as different as
the destruction of soclalism is from the movement toward socialism,
When you say that one grew out of the other "by natural processes,"
I would agree with that 1f it means "as a result of objective mater=-
lal forces." To that, I believe it important to add that Stalinism
based ltself to a considerable extent upon some of the ideas and in-
stitutions defended by Lenin. These 1t exploited or distorted to
serve 1ts own totalitarlan and:anti-socialist ends. Mainly, they
were put forth originally in the desperate, groping attemnpt to
get out of the blind alley formed around the revolution by the
wa 1ls of the terrible baclwardness of the country and the isolation
of the republic. : '

I have In mind, most narticularly, the decision of the Tenth
Bolshevik Congress to prohibit factions inside the party, which :
played an enormous role in facilitating the rise of totalitarianism;
and the point of view which became a principle defended by all the
Bolshevik le™aders that all parties must be outlawed and kept out=
lawedes I must say that I unthinkingly accepted this proposition for
years in the Communist and Trotskylist movements. But the grim real-
1tles of Stalinism forced a reconsideration of many questionse This
one was not the least important. Fourteen years ago, I tried to re-
examine this vital question, and I hope you will bear with a quot=
ation from riy article of 1943; '

"The 1dea of one party in power 1s one thing, and not at a2ll in
violation of either bourgeois or worker's democracy. The idea that
all other parties must be, not in opposition, with the rights of
pppositions, but in prison, violates both bourgeols and worker!'s
democracy, and it 1is with the latter that we are concerned here,
Even 1f every non-Bolshevik proup, without exception, had resorted
to armed struggle against tlie Soviet power, it was a disasterous
mistake to outlaw them in perpetuityeee

"The whole Bolshevik party was politically mlseducated and ideo-
logically intimidated against the very idea of more than one party
in the country, and for this miseducation none of i1ts leaders can
escap ‘e his -share of the responsibilityee.

."The revolutionary Marxists muct leéarn, and then must teach,
that the struggle for democratic rights is not just a clever device
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for::embarrassing the undemocratic bourgeoise, that the strug;le 1is
not:confined to the days of cg italism, On the contrary, it is pre-
cisely when the new revolutionary power is set up that the struggle for
democratic rights and democracy acquires 1ts fullest meaning and its
first opportunity for complete realization.

"The revolutionists after the overturn of capitalism differ from
revolutionists before that overturn not in that they no longer
demand them, but in the fact that they are for the first time really
and fully able to promulgate them and to ses to it that they are
preserved from all Infringement, including iInfringement by the .: new
state ¢ r the bureaucrats in it. The rizht of free speech, press and
essembly, the right to organize and the right to strike, are not less
necessary under the dictatorship of the proletariat, but more nec=
essary and more possible. _ . :

"Socialism ecan and will be attained by only the fullest realiz-
etion of democracy ... That is what the revolutionary Marxists ]
should teache But first of all they must learn it, and thoroughlye
It 1s one of the most important lessons of the Russian revolution
and 1ts decay."

“In the past fourteen years, I have expressed these views with
Increasing insistance and emphasis, I consider them today to be of
fundanental importance to the coexistence and cooperation of all
so clalists, whatever other matters they may differ on. It . is from
this soclalist standp ‘oint that I want to fight against the Stalinist
regime, the Comunist movement, their supporters, defenders and
apologistse I am completely agreed that the regime is not just a
"mistaken form of socialism" or any kind of socialism, but 1ts
betrayal and negation, And as you know, for years I defended the
view that far from being some kind of socialism, the Russian regime
represents a new form of totalitarian exploitation dominated by a
new ruling class.

But I cannot see the political wisdom, or the factual foundat-
ion, for considering such an anti-social ist regime as the logical,
inevitable and authentlc continuation of a socialist revolutione
Thls 1s precisely the main claim to socialist justification and leg-
1timacy made by the Stalinists. I want to be able to say in any
polemic it is necessary to conduct against them: You have not carried
out the ideal and principles of the socialist revolution to a logical
‘conclusion « you have betrayed and destroyed it, And I believe that
the basic and relevant facts enahle me to make tha assertion honestly
and sincerely., By defending everything that was sald and done by
Tenin or the other leaders of the revolution? Certainly notl Tut by
emphasizing the radical differences between the revolution and the
present regime,

I have looked back on some of . your own writings of fairly
recent times and find them highly relevent to my polant. You have
written:"In Lenin's time the Communist Party was itself democratic."
And: "Everybody knows that Lenin started with an extireme ap»roach
to equglitarianism," And: "It is true that in the very early days
' og“the revolution the degree of worker's control in the factories

wa s very great." And - more along similar lines.
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Now .:I want to be able to say, In such debatés as I have men=
tioned, thet the Stalinist regimes have wiped out and betrayed all of
thate. To me, this is dictated by good political sense and is juste
ified . : by ascertalnable facts. I consider it of high political
vel ue' and s  1gnifcance to say, as you do in your letter to mne:".seif
Lenin had lived, he might have repudiated Stalinism or been repud-
lated by ite" If anything, I would put it more emphatically, for it
is my deep conviction. I ssy this without any thought of absolving
Lenin or any other Bolshevik leader from their own responsibilities,
execesses In the revolution, or of mistakes afterward. But also with-
out any thought of making .. mandatory upon all members of a democr-
atic so cialist party what you called "absolute identity of_ opiniond"
on a subject that is primarily of historical importance, and on
which a pretty wide diversity of view exists = as 1t should - in
every part of the Socialist iInternational with which I am familar,
Only a sterile sect demands uniformity of opinion on all questions:
historical, theoretical, philosophical, political and tacticals A
political movement should and can be bullt only upon the degree of
agreement that 1s necessary for it to carry out its political )
tasks of the day effectively. .Organizations like the Soclalist Labor
Party or the Socialist Workers Party are sorry exsamples of the
former. I would like to see the SP-SDF as an encouraging model of
the latter,

From my standpolnt, an adequate and acceptable basis for the
- necessary degree of agreement is offered (I was pleased to note this
upon re-readlng the document in recent times) by the declaration of
the Socialist Ipternational, "The Aims and Tasks of Democratic Soc-
ialism," as presented with the prefatory statement by the Socialist
Party in this country. In the worés and spirit of that preface, I
subscribe to the declaration as a sound basis for the unification of
all democratic socialists iIn thils country today. I will not say that
I agree with every word In it or with every omission from ite Dut
I accept it as adequate for our probleme I accept the prefatory
statement that: "Some will be disappointed that the statements are
so general, Others will recall that Socialists themselves differ
widely on important immediate idsues. A few will look in vain for a
complete blueprint of a socialist soclety. The American Socialist
Party, too, has some differences with the sentiments expressed, and
this 1is doubtles 8 true of every party affiliated or otherwise con=-
nected with the International. In the Soclalist International, there
is room for constructive dissent."

I cannot hope that even this long letter has dealt with the
questions you and other comrades have in their minds exhaustively
or with the fullest satisfa ction. But I hope it suffices to thorw a
clearer light on these questions than now exists. And I hope that
it will bring a little closer the day of unification toward which
the ISL is eaver to make its contribution in our comion causes

The views I have.set forth are necessarily my own and in my
~words. But I feel sure that they are fairly and honestly the con=
. census of our comrades, even 1f others might put forth substa mtially
 the same views iIn different words. C.55
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I think I can say the same about the consensus among the com=
rades of the Young Soclallst ILeague, They are naturally less invole
ved in direct assoclation with old and outlived doctrinal dlsoutes
and orga nizational or factional conflicts. So mueh the better for
cur time and our task, I say. I know you have exmressed soune dige
trust about one of their members. I assune you have your reasonse
I must say, however, that this 1s a personal case which cannot have
political importance and that, so far as my own experience goes, I
have found no grounds for questioning his loyalty to the movements I
would doubt that the YSL is composed of angels. But I ha ve no
doubt about this, that in almost fourty years of socialist activity,
which began in the youth movement and was never divorced from it, I
have not seen or worked with a better or more devoted and enthause—
lastic group of young socialists than these comrades. They would be
s pillar end a credit to any movement they supported. I am espec=-
1ally appreciative of thelr work and their importance because I am
highly aware that a socilalist movement that does not make its great-
est headwoy among the new generation will never succeed in really
breaking out of the isolation that afflicts us all,

I ought to -at any rate - I want to. say one closing word
about yourself, It is to express my esteem for the part you have
been playing In the work of a , new beginning for soclialis m in this
country to enahble it to face foward with some real confidence. I
- think I know that it has not been an easy Jjob..; I do know that it
has nct brought everybody's approval. I would like to see the job
done. To restore socialist comradeshiip betvieen us 1s one of iy hopes.
~Your help in realizing it, in putting many of the old conflicts
that divided us into the old lumber room, Las been precious, and not
to me 2 lonee. I look foward with frank impatience to the time when
you and I, and all our comrades, can appear on the same platiorn,
not in order to debate or to tear each other down, but to build up
a socialist movement that will .wake us happy and proud.

Sincarely yours,

l'ax Shachtman
(signed)
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October 8, 1957

Max Shachtman:

Independent Seeialist Ieague
114 W. 14 Street

New York, W,Y¥.

Dear HMax:
I have read your long and careful letter with Interest,

I am no t concerned about a catagorical and creedal re-
nunciation of ILeninlsm. I am concerned in a democratlc soc-
lalist party with a catagorical and creedal renunclation of
any one~party system or any sort of dilctatorship.

I brought up the matter of Bogdan Denitch, not because
I want to haggle a bout individuals but because in the Soc-
lalist Party he showed a kind of socialist ethics or what he
probally rezarded as soclalist ethics far from suitable to a
democratic socialist organization and I should bLe concerned
lest that be tynical.

The mein point of this Inquiry 1s to know whether you
would have objection to my showing your letter to a number
of other 8ocia list s or would you rather that I should
summarize your views? I would, of course, Dbe discreet to whoa
I showed its

Fraternally yours,

(signed)
Forman Thomas



