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THE RESOLUTION OF Th< WORKERS PARTY ON THE
NATIONAL AND CCOLONIAL STRUGGLES FOR FREEDOM

° NEW INTERNATIONAL : JANUARY 1943, p. 9

1. Delete: Paragraph 3 beginning "Between the present day and the
day the masses.......both in numbers and in influence." .

Substitute the following:?

The masses will certainly play a decisive role in bringing the
war to an end, Any imperialist wor has as its inevitable result a
tremendous sharpening of class conflict and the politlcal develop-
ment of the proletariat. On this question the revolutionary move-
ment, in making a general estimate of the future course, cannot do
better than guide itself by the general principles once more elucil-
dated and exemplified in Trotsky's study of the Russian Revolution,
which took shape under the impetus of another imperialist war, 1In
words which apply with tenfold force .today, Trotsky has written
"The war 1tself, its victims, its horror, its shame, brought not
only the old but also the new layers of workers 1lnto conflict with
the Tsarist regime, It did this with new inclsiveness, and led
them to the conclusion: we can no longer endure .t. The conclusion
was universal; 1t welded the masses together and gave them a mighty
~dynamic force." From this today we can equally expect the universal
indignation, the scattered protests, the demonstrations, strikes,
street fights "which will inevitably" draw in a part of the army,
paralyze the forces of the enemy, and overthrow the old power.

. Thus with or without any independent mass labor movement (unions,
political parties, cultural organizations, co-operatives, etc.,
which have been destroyed by Fascism in continental Europe) and
without any cohesive or substantial vanguard party, the masses are

- fully able not only to rise up agalnst the war but to bring it to

an end.

But "to overthrow the o0ld power is one thing; to take the power
in one's own hands 1s another",
In the present historical period, the masses, where they have

none of the traditional mass organizations, and most probably even
where these exist, will create special committeces, factory commit-
tees, soviets, soldier's councils, which will form the 1lnstrumecnts
for achieving both their immediate aim of bringing the war to an end
and their historic aims. These organizations are not spontancous,
in that they are precpared by the whole past and present of the class
which creates them. They are formed almost automatlically by the
class, For them to go further than the overthrow of the old power,
however, a cohesive substantial vanguard party 1s needed.

2. vDelete p. 9

"This being.so, the most important fact to...for national inde-
pendence. "

Delete the whole of Part 11l...N.I, Feb. 1943 of the resolution
pP.38~-p.46. Substitute the following. 341’_



THE EUROPEAN SOCIALIST REVOLUTION AND THE NATIOHAL QULSTIC
PAR? I: THE NATIONAL QUESTION AND THE CLASS STRUGGLE

I. The Ruling Classes of Europe and the National Question

The Character of Fasclsm

The second imperialist war has concentrated in Europe all the
suicidal tendenclies of totalitarian barbarism characteristic of capl-
talist society in this epoch. European society, still the centre of
world civilization, is already a ruln, with the foundations of two
thousand years cracking below it. Not only derivative questions,
like the national question, but even the war 1ltself, as it has de-
~veloped and is developing, 1ls being overshadowcd by the bankruptcy
of the European bourgeoisie, already (or about to be) so rulned and
disgraced that in over one-half of Western Europe the proletariat
is the class which represents the nation. Even t.e revolutionary
'~ imagination can but partially grasp, anc that only by strenuous and

repeated effort, the depth and range of the unfolding events. These
rush toward a climax beyond the measuring-rod of all previous his-
" torical expericnce. The immediate cause of the catastrophc 1is the
final central’ zation of European capital in the hands of the German
bourgeoisie, its subjugation and torture first of the German prole-
' tariat and then of the proletariat of the whole of Europe. It is
therefore in CGernany that must be sought the theoretical key to any

question of continental scope.. '

German monopoly capital, driven by ilnexoral:le forces, commi s~
sloned Fascism to destroy the working-class movemcnt as the indis~
pensable condition for its continued existcnce at home and impera-
tive expansion abroad. But in the present pre-soclalist era, the
German working-class 1s Yhe most advanced scction of European soclety.
Its destru~ntion as an effective force in Europcan civilization set
in motion a train of events which in ten short, ycars have feced
bourgecois Europe with its doom.

To raintain the German workers in subjection, Fasclsn was com-
pelled to destroy the democratic liberties of the whole nacvion. It
destroyed as soclally organized forces all intermediate strata of
soclety which act as a buffer betwecn the proletariat and the bour-
geoisie, converting them eithcr into burcaucratic appchdages or pro-
pagandist adjuncts to the regime. All organs of administration,
econonmic and social, it infused with 1ts own corrosive contcnt and
stamped with its own loathsome insignia. The bourgeols statc, secn
abstractly, appeared to have reached the peak of power. In rcality,
the Fascist state, scen in its concretely developing relationg, re-
presented o brutal but hollow facade of bourgeois defence against
the invading socialist society.

_ Fascism began by atomizing but ends by polarizing the nation
into the Fascist regime with its supporters on the one hand, and on
the other, encmies of Fascism, the large masscs of the pcople. It
has so concentrated power in the statc that the alleviation of griev-
ances beceoi-cs inseparably associated with the smashing of the statc-
power By m-king violence the overt and not thce latent force of gov-
ernmc t, it Tamiliarizes the masses with the 1ldea of violence as the
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only golution to their difficulties. It is the immlacable cneny of
Marxism. Yet it 1s compelled to make demagogsic references to "socinl-
ism," "classless socicty," "workers of the world, unite!l" and other
Marxist concecpts. Thereby 1t betrays to the world that ten years of
the most brutal reprcssion have failed to dim the aspirations and cx-
tinguish the hopes of the Germon proletariat, with its predominant
role in modern soclety and its dccprooted traditions of Marxian
poclialism. :

Unable to solve the basic economic contradictions of capitalisn,
Fascism erbarked on an adventurous war, whence it pushes the regine
towards a catastrophic explosion. But much as it has destroyed,
Fascisnm cannct destroy that organization of the working~-class which
is impcscd vpen it by the very process of capitalist production it-
-self, When all the superstructural relations of sociecty are de- .
"~ streyed cr looscned, whc working-class<possesses 1in the social or-
ganizavion of the factory thc ncans of instantancously crcating rcvo-
lutionury proletarian organizations embracing the class and there-
fore ¢f a type most dangerous to capitalist society. Owing their
very Lnception to Fasnigt barbarisn and capitalist ruin, these alone
can form an organizcd soclal force to raise and,-to the degree of
their political consciousness, carry out the immediate and inmperative
nceds of the nation and thus the historic destiny of the class.

These are the characteristics of German Fascisn. And these, in
" peace, as well as in war, 1t has transferred to the Europein contin-
ent as a wholc. But the greater the accurulation of capital, the
greatcr the accumulation of niscrys To the deprivation of all demo-
cratic libertics in Gernmany,, Fascisnm is compelled to add, abroad,
the deprivatici: of the only denocratic right still left at horne, the
~ right of naticunl independences Thercby it raiscs the national quos—
tion on a coniincntal scale. But the proccss cannot stop therc.
German monopoly capitalism as a result of Fascisn will be coripelled
~to yleld or o barter even this last democratic right of the Gernen
people to a still greater inpecrialisn in order to retain somc shred
of profit and privileges. This is the nationnl qucstion in Europece.
It is the culmination of the capitalist degrndation of Luropu'n
civizization by German monopoly capital, The consolidation of the
independent national state was the first creation of the "uropean
bourgeoisie and the basis of denocratic libertics for the nations
Today the complcted centralization of capital is fast leading to its
legical conclusion, the destruction of national independcnce for the
wholc of Eurovnc. - '

-

The Bankruptey of the Native Bourgeolsic

Truc to itself, German Fascisn has not only enchaincd the Euro-
pean prolctariat but it has completed the ruin of the native bour-
geoisic of Europc as intermediate stra.: between itsclf and the
masses. The ruling classes of Earopc aave lost not only the right
but the power to rulc. ' .

. Since the beginning of the war Fasclsn has conquecred the thrce
largest and most strategically gituated of the Anglo-Ancricon satel-
lites in Europe. In France, in Poland, and in Yugo-Slavia, the bour-
gcoisie in varyling degrecs stands disgraced in the eyes not only of
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. 1ts ovn nmasses but of the world, and nowhere so nuch as in France,
the lcading naticn of bourgcols denocracy in Europe. The French
imperialist bourgeoisiec did not forcsec its fate when 1t capitulated.
Not only military strategy ‘but the nccessary rcorganization of the
Europcan econony ncde it economically impossible for the bourgcolsic
in individual countries to survive ot all without linking its fate
to German capi’ :l. The vacillations of Giraud, Mikhailovitch, the
late Sikorski and the Polish exilcs are rooted not so rmuch in na-
tional or in territorial problems as in the fact that thelr class .
- domination of their respective nations has been destroycd. The Ger-
nans have taken away theilr titles and even where the titles are re-
tained, they have no power cither in the production or distribution
of capital. Bencs, recognizing the inevitable, has unconditionally
accepted Stalinist vassalage as the sole ncens of survival for the
' Czech bourgeoisie, And even the German bourgeoisie, for a fleeting

- minute master of Europe's capital, now faces the prospect of becon-
ing a nilitarized dependency of American imperialism as the only
neans of escaping destruction by'the German workers. ’

R RN 4
\

~ -According to the nationally-circumscribed empiricisnm of the
bourgeoisie, the end.of the last war saw Europe divided into coun-
“tries victorious and countries defeated. According to the Marxist
analysis, continéntal Europc was a social organism in which the
victorious bourgeoisie was still able to maintain its class donina-
tion over the proletariat. at home and thus help to stabilize the
bourgecoisie in countries wherec that domination was 1n danger. Such
is the disintegration of bourgeols Europe, so violent and contradic-
tory have been the remedics attempted by the bourgeolsie in pence
and in war, against the working-class and against each other, that
~ even now, before the end of thc war, the absolute character of the
- European crisis is already revealed. With the coning of pcace,
- bourgeoils Europe, victorious and conquercd, will present the un-
* precefented spectacle of a continent where conquerors and conquered
. 8like are involved in a ‘common ruin and social disintegratlon.

: Here 1s the gulf that séparatcs 1943 from 1917. Under the ecir-
‘cumstances, nothing in the 0ld World, not even the intervention,
~such as 1t could be, of Britain and Russia, could prevent an uprising
‘of hundreds of nillions against the Old Order. Despite the absence

- of organized revolutionary partles, this soclal revolution, consider-
ed abstractly, could swéep everything before 1t, and overconing the
inevitable sctbacks, rapidly create the organ.. necoessary for the
consolidation and retention of power. But the struggle betwcen the
proletariat and the bourgeoisic is waged on international scale.

The main barrier in the way of the European proletariat is the coun- .
ter-revolutionary role of American inperiallsn. ’ ‘

II. Anerican Imperialisn and the National Question

The Weakness of Britain and Russia

; Anerican imperialism has boen compelled in 115 own interests to

attack the gigantlic thrcat constitutcd by the centralization of Euro-
pean capital in the hands of Germany.
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Without thc ecoronic and military support of American inperial-
1sn, British imperialisn, burdencd with the defence of on Enpire, on
which unfortunately -the sun never scts, could not continue its re-
sistance to Gérnan impcrialisu: for one day. Britain for ccenturics
has opposed any unificntion of Europe. It would be the derdly cneny
of a Socialist Europe.. But such is Britain's pnst and prescnt his-
tory, such is the international disgrace of the Europeon bourgeolsie,
that any intervention by British arnies in the class struggle of
Europc would infallibly redound to the benefit of the revolution not
only on the continent but in Britain it.:1f.

Russia, the other great 1mpef;a1;ét,state of Europc, though cco-
nonically weakencd by the war, . occuplcs o strateglc position not only
_in Europe but, of cqual. or greater ilmportance, ‘in Asin, It further

enjoys the enormous prestige anong the Europcan rasscs-of having
"successfully defendcd its national- independence and being the Tain
jnstrument in the checking of Hitler. K Courted by both Britain and
America, Stnlin definds in Europe the cessatlon of all coalitions
against hin, and as a beginning, eithecr the outright annexation or
the "protcctive custody! of all states on his Western borders. If,
( subject always to the nilitary outconec), he is assured of thesc de=-
nands, his role in Turope will be that of Britain, the crushing of
the proletarian rcvolution and the reconsolidation of bourgeois so-
clety. The Anglo-Ancricah imperialists will work nainly through the
native imperialists and Stalin, for famlliar histoxical reasons, will
work nainly through the proletarliat, . But Russia has neither the eco-
nonic nor the political copacity to rebuild the bourgeols counter-
rcvolution in Western Europe. ' That renains the special responsibilit
of Anerican inmperialisn. S ‘ ‘

Anerican capitnl thérefore faces threec gilgantic tasls, (1) It
mist complete the defeat of German imperiallism nnd 1ts allies, which
18 inpossible without the revolutionnry coopcration of the European
nassces. . If the European nasscs werc non-revolutionnry, that is to
say, Af they accepted the Hitler regime, worked Tor 1t and fought
for i1t, then Gernany would bec unconguerable for long years. (2) It
nust restore the power of the gclf-discrcdited and impotent Europct
bourgecoisiec against the will of those very nasses whosc revolutionar,
activity it has been compelled to stinulate. - (3) It must at the
sane tine defeat the well-cntrenched and far-sceing Japancsc Emplre,
which 1s impossiblé without congciously or unconsclously stimulating
the national revolution in the Far East, which in turn nust be
crushed, ctc. ' A

. 'Not only is this complicated by intérainpefialist'rivalries in
Europe and elscwhere and the class strugzle at hone. co .
A defeat in one spherd 1s sure to react upon the others.

..

Anerica's Main Encny

-

The greatest singlec obstacle to these world-wide plans is nel-
ther the arncd forces of Germany nor the arncd forccs of Japan. Thc
_main danger 1s the unity of the prolctariat of Europe. 4An explosio:
in which the Europcan nasses shook from theils shoulders the bourgeoi
heritage of national diffcrences would not only ruin the countecr—

revolutionary plans for Europc. It would arousc the British prole-
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tariat, dctonate in HOPuh and Wegt Africa and the Mldulp East, en-
gulf tho whole of India in civil war, and wreck all prescnt pl’ns
for the conquasst of Japan, JAnerlca will proposc to the Europenn
prolctariat in exchnnge for.its socinlist birthright a ness of Ancri-
can pottage. But it will have no stable basc in Europe. It will

have to pollce the continent, openly in certain areas, and vicari-
ously, if that is possible, in others. But the policing of a.contin-

- ent is prinarily a political and only secondarily. a nilitary ques-
tion. The main political wcapon of Ancrican imperialisn against the
European prolctariat is the national divisions of Europc.

- To save Europe for capitalisnm, Anerican inperialisn nust wring

© every drop out of its glory as the "liberator" of the continent fron
- German Fascisma For the time being 1t incitcs occupied Europe against
Germony while it promises protection against an embittered Europe to
frightcned capltnlist groups in the Axis. It 1s bittcrly hostile to
- the underground nvements of both France ancd Gernany, the bagis of
a future prolctarian unity. Stalin, ndéPe thia any other leader of
the counter-revolution, knows that a social revolution in Germany
could radiate to every corncr of Europe.- He knows that the bourgeols
" national passions which divide the proletariat today are subordinate

to the fundamental objective unity of the European proletariat, es-
tablished by the development of the European econony and the curmula-
tive experiences of thirty years. .As the revolutionary crisis ap-
proaches, Stalin, operating for the Anglo-Anerican inperialist con-
bine anong the proletariat dissolves the Communist International and
instructs his minions to c%npﬂign for the unity orf the anti-Hitlcr
forces in a post-war world wherc either they or Hitlcr will not cxist.
Thus this expericnced encrny of the proletariat sceks, for the tine
being, to isolate dnd kecep 1solated the drended proletariat of Ger-
nany and strlkcs a noral and political blow at the haunting spcctre
of prolctarian unity.

III. The Europcan Proletariat and the National Question

The Europecan Proletﬁriat as o Wholé

The European prolctariat, exanincd abstractly as is the prac-

- tice of bourgecois enmpiricisn, appears to be dividcd as ncéver before
by the national hatreds of bourgecois barbarism. Thls corruption of
- the proletariat by bourgcois nationalicm 1s, like Fascisn of wnich

it 1is & part, an impressive but hollow cefence of the bourgecols re-
ginme against -the invading.socialist society and the fundancntal obe-
- Jeetive unity of the Europcan prolutariat.

The Europcan prolectariat is unificd by its comrion experiences of
1914 to 1939. It is unificd by the intensive barbarisn, devastation
and cruclty of the prcscnt imperialist war. It is unificd by the
centralization of Europcan capital which nakes the main cneny in
" every Europcan country the Fascist regine in Gernany. At the cnd of
the war it will be further unificd by the changed co-rclntion of
- foreces between the proleiariat in cvery country and thm bankru b
and disgraced Europcan boubeOiblb.

The older generation of ,uropcan WOPkb s has scen. the Flrst
World War and the almost continuous eriscs ond revolutions which
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followed it. Its recactlon to then 1is written in history.

In country after country the workers glrdcd themselves to- over-
throw capitalisn., Tncy formed rovolutionary or pseudo-rcvolutionary
partics by the bundreds of thousands at o timc ond followed then by
nillionsge: ~ - T

The younger generatlion knows no ¢ra of capitalist stability.
Crises and revolutions have been its famlliar conpanions from chlld-
hood., These are nen apd women different fron those who after years
of peace and stablili®y were suddenly thrust into thc revolutionary
crises at the end of the first inmperialist war, Their profound dis- .
11lusionment with the existing, that is to say, the capitalist so-
ciety, was nost conpletely expressed in the nenacing gloon of the
proletariat at the beglnnlng of the war. Never beforé has the nod-
ern world entered into o greal war with less enthusiasn.: :

The Eurqgenanroletariat and the Barbarisn of the War

This hostility to the existing social order has now bcen carried
. far beyond all previous human ecxpericnce by the new forn of the old .
capitalist crisig, the totalitarian destructiveness of rodern war,
The nost obvious feature of Europe today is that it 1s being rapldly
- battered to pileces, its matcrial basls destroyed, its prolctarlans
nalned or nurdered by nillions. The vast najority of civilians knows
no 1life but that of huntcd and starving rats, strained to crhaustlon
in the remorseless nachingry of capltallsm, . Thce European proletari-
" at is drinking the capitalist cups to the dregse. It 1s not nercly

" houses, factorics, fields and nen fhat are being destroyeds, De-
struction and barbarism on the prescnt scale looscn overy naterial
and traditional tie which linksg the proletarict to the exlsting so-
clety, already shaken, battered and reeling fron the accurlated
shocks of thiry years. ' -

~ This profound disilludionnent with soclety is not nerely nogd-
tive. Fascisnm not only in Germany but now on the whole continent
continunlly keeps beforc the prolctariat the idenl of revolutlion,
of socialisn, of a clagsless soclety, of o new order. The military
achievenents and social cohcsion of Russia, the "socialist state,"
emphasize to the workers 1n a positive manner the bankruptcy of the
0ld order. To underestinate the propagandistic valuc anong the
European proletarint of the Russian achievenents 1s to nourish 1l-
lusiocns as grotesque as those of the European nnsses about the so-
cialist character of the Russian state. 1943 is not 1917, Never
before has any clags 1n history been 8o thoroughly disillusioned
with the socinl order it 1s destined to replace. The Europesn pro-
letariat 1s not mercly disillusioned with the war. Thec war . s OGre-
ly completecd its disillusionnent with the existing, that is to say,
the capitalist soclety. Go wrong hecrc and there can bec no recovery.

If such is the connon past and precsent of the proletarint in
Europe, 1ts immedlate future experience can be prcdicted with cer-
tainty. Of German imperialisn in 1918 the Second Congress of the
Comrunist International said that its military defeat was at the
sone time the defeat of capltalist society in Germany., No closs eX=
cept the working-closs could lay claim to thc statc power. This
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profound forimlation illuminatcs not only the past bu* the future.
Capitalist soclcty has nlrecady been dcfeated over hal = of Europe

and thc other half awaits its turn. In Gernany the bourgeoisic has
enforced unparalleled sacrificces and staked the exlstence of the
nation upon victory. Far norc than in 1918, the nilitary defcat of
Gernmany will ncan the defeat of capitalist soclety. The leadcers

of the Social-Deniceracy, a powerful, flouris! ng burcaucracy, alone
could save Europe for capitalism in 1918, Facclsn has scen to it
that no such burecaucracy exists in Europe today. Fromn end to end
of Western Europe at the war's closc, thcre will be no European
social force with any clain to the state power exccpt the prolctari-
at. Its futurc is the future of European soclety. After 1918 the
prolctariat of the defeatcd countrics kept Europc in turnoll for
fiftcen ycars cnding in Fascisn and inmperialist war, At the cnd of
this war the old Europe will be in ruins. The last refuge of capl-
talisn, the totalitarian cconony, has been tricd and has failed,

The unitcd Europcan prolctariat will rebuilld civilization or it will
not bec rcbuilt at all.

The Proletaq;at in the Oppressed Countries

Yhether stated or unstated, the bankruptcy of the Europcan
bourpecoisic and the unity of thc Europcan proletariat are the indis-
pensablc basls for any rcvolutionary approach to the notlonal divie
glons of Europe. Without this it 1s inpossible to avoid scrious
~dlsoricntation. .

. Upon the basis of this objective waity, the cruclties of the
nilitary occupation, forced upon Gernan officers and nen by Fasclsn,
have engendercd ficrce national hatreds, surpassing anything known
in EBEurope for generations. This has crcatcd the belief that nation-
alisn is the doninating social force in Europc today and that in
this respeet the contirent has been thrown back a hundred years.
Such & conclusion would be centirely false., Nothing but the destruc-
tion of the European econony can throw the mcental processcs of the
present European prolctariat back a hundred years, lcast of all at
this tine when all tensions are at their highest. In the ninds of
the nasses of the workcrs of the oppresced countrics their liberation
fron the crines and catastrophes of tialrty ycars of caplitalist so-
clety undoubtedly takes the form of thc struggle against the forelgn
opprcssor. But whercas the slognn of national independence one hun-
drcd ycars ago was ralscd by the bourgcoisic on the basis of the
strugrle for the bourgeois-denocratic regince, today the banncr of
nationnl independence is raisced by the prolctariat on the basis of
the advancing prolctarian revolution,

The Prolctariat without the Bourgeoisie

, For its own purposcs the bourgcoisie has continually dragged
the prolctariat into politlical activity with ilncrecasingly dlsos-
trous conscquences. It deagged it into thaétrugglc against the
fcudal lords and as a result, the proletariat, still immatnree, did
1ts best to overtkrow the bourgcoisic. In the ycars of bourgeols
decline the inescapable dunlity of this proceas renches a stage of
extrcene sharpness. In 1914-1918, in order to over ome the political
nmaturity of the prolctarint and its conscquent intcernationnlism, the
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bourgeoisie was compelled to whip up fanatical national hatreds and
at the same time drag the proletariat into the arcna of intermnation—
al-'politics., Torn from its routine existence by the shocks and cri-
ses of the war and driven to live an intcnse pollitical existence,
the proletariat reacted with its qQwn international class politics
and thc most powerful international-activity of 1ts hlStOfy (1917~
1923). For the last twenty years the prolctariat has been compelled
to participate even 1f at times passively, in the intense interna-
tional activity of the age. The climax is tlhie war. The primitive
savagery of bourgeois national fanaticism is to be cxplaincd only
by the objective. internationalism of the proletariat and the immi-
nence of i1ts consclous realization. The extreme peak of bourgeols
nationalism, German Fascism, has resulted in a resucitation of na-
tional hatrods but on the basis of a still greater internationaliza-
tion of the proletariat. . The increasing cirisis and ultimate brealk-
down of the bourgeoisie result in the increasing political independ-
ence of the prolcectariat and the political independence of the prole-
tariat sets it on the straight road to recognizing its objective
unity in the existing social disorder.  This dual process taking
place under our very eyes has rbached an advanced stage.

It is not only that the French bourg00181e, for example;’ has
disgraced itsclf in the eyes of the whole nation and of thc world
as a whole, cereating a situation which makes 1943 morc different
from 1939 than 1939. was from 1839, Thc fact that stares us in the
face is that 1n France and in Poland thi: native bourgeoisie as an
independent force docs not exist. By capitulation or abdication,
collaboration or absorption, plain flight or plain destruction, it
1s gonc. Nothing like this has ever happened before, and con account
of it all the traditional slogans and incitements of the bourgeol-
sic are hollow and the simplest demands of the proletariat assume
an historical character. The bourgeoislie, sheltered abroad, in-
flames-the national hatreds through the radio stations lent (at
‘heavy intercst) by Anglo-Amcrican imperialism It equips armies
from the sanc soucrce. Its secrct agents nove aboutxamong the peopls
It prepares the counter-revolution., But no class, i any period ol
modern history can escape- the conscquences of so complete a rcmoval
from all its functions, least of all a class which Tor thirty des-
perate years has faced the fully matufe pfoletaflat of countrics
likec France and Poland

B

In the ncw felation between the proletariat and the non-cxis-
tent bourgcoisie, evcn when the proletariat fepaats the sanme words
-as the bourgcoisie, they acquire g different meaning. The barbarous
slogans of bourgeois nationalism become merely an outwerd shell for
a new pfoletafian content, . Every intensifici tion of chauvinigtlc
scntiment apgainst Germany has resultced, as it must result, in tOc
incrcased development of the prolctariat a as “an 1nﬂepbn(ehu force in
socicty. In irroconcilablc conflict With thc German bourgeoisic ond
the collaborators, and distrusting or ignoring GLAC SCrio-coMic (Hov—
ernnents in Lyile, the pPOlbLafllt 1s comp2llcd to strumgle for iﬁg
nationnl, i.c., its own emancipaticn by its own means and in its
own way., In this is shown the iruly DfOlbtafldn -~ charncter o of the
national revolutions in Europc and thel. complcte aifierence fronm
the national rgvolution, in Spain a huh rcd and thirty ycars ogo,

~in Chlna ynstefdnl, or in Indld toda
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Tn 1914-1918 the great strain of the imperialist war prepared
the prol:tariat for the fierce natlonal class struggles In which the
war culminatcd. Today the more fiercely the prolcetariat firhts for
the nationnl rcvolution, the closcr it gets to proletarian power.
Whereas in China or in India, the native bourgeoisic cin rebreat or
betray or mancuver, the Europcon bourgcolsie 1s today powcrless un-
t11 the first engagemcnt is over, and in fact can only stinulate
and cannot retard the proletarian development of the national revo-

lution.
The Proletariat of the Oppressed Countrics in Action

The workers always act on immediate issues. Such, however, 1s
the situation forced upon then by the bankruptecy of bourgeols Europe
that the struggle for immedlate demands impels them forward to the
leadership of the nation, o

There are only two fundamental elnsses in modern soclety, the

prol=tariat and the bourgeoisie. The pobty-bourgecoisie 1s the ser-

© vant either of the one or of the“other, and it can dominate the pro- -
letoriat only when it has. the power of capital and tir bourgeols
state to weinforce it. Today, in the occupi 4 countrics, capital
and the bourgeois state are the enemy, not t.e support, of the petty
bourgeoisie. The petty-bourgeoisic in places appears to lead but in
reality must obey the proletariat or forfeit all influence. In Po-

. lond the proletariat is its own master already. Every step of the
deGaullist Comnittee of National Resistance shows its understonding
of the new role of the proletariat in France today.

The advanced workers can carry on the underground struggle
only beecausc they have the almost unanimous support of the masces,
and periodically the whole population erupts and places & rass pro-
letarian stamp upon the leadership, whatever thesdnay write in their
press, The nost effecetive movements of rcsistance have becn strikces
which have shaken tovms and districts of France, the general strilc
in Luxcmbourg, the great stecl strike in Belgium, the general strike
4n Holland, the mass demonstrations and descent upon stations where
deportations are taking place, mass political demonstrations in
France on May Day, 1942. All these, whatcver their top leadership,
are and can only be essentially mass prolctarian movcenents with the
petty-bourgcolsic and peasantry in thelr wake.

The workers and peasants of Yugo-Slavia could be orgonized by
- Stalinists but only because the bourgeols cefeat gave frec rein to
class and national hatreds in essence as powerful against Mlkhailo-
vich as against the foreign oppressors. When the Germans attenpted
to wipc out the 40,000 Jecws in the Warsaw Ghctto, the Pollish prole-
_tariat smugglced arms into them and sinu:ltanceously undertook large—
scalec actions on many scattered points in order to distract and
~weaken the German concentration on the Ghctto. This, following upon
the proletarian defence of Warsaw and the infinite endurance, hcro-—
“dsm a1l resource of the Polish workers and peasants, shows thc¢ Po-
“1ish prolcturiat exercising 2ll the functions of the Polish bourgeok
~8le in defcnce of the Polish pcople.

‘ The genernl strike in Holland in Apfil lasted six days and the
. Nazis, who undcrstand politics,concentrated on the workers in order
to break 1t. . 3251
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The EBuropean prolectareint in the oppressed countrics i1s in pro-

letarian rcvolt nov There arc over & “undred undeeground peperg
in Polar alonc, the vast najority of taecm papers written and pub-
liched ' sone scction of the prolctariat. 1In France and Pcland

the only precos read and accepted by the large nmasses of thc people
igs the illepal, i.e., the revolutionary DPress. For forecifn news
they depend upon the radio. Tor news and interprctation of their
own class struggle they depend upon themsclves. Such is the influ-
cnce of thesc sheets that the Germans issuc soi-disant illegal pa-—

pers of their own to Tool the pcople, . '

Thus it i's clear that owing to the very bankruptcy of the bour-
geolsic thc proletariat 1s compelled to dcvelop its own political
indcpendcnce and sclf-confidence and, even while it fights under the

‘banner of bourgeois nationalisn, 1s in practice shaking itself free

from the old crippling bourgeols ideology with 1its depcndence upon
the bourgeoisic. The exiled bourgeoisie and the petty—-bourgeolisie
in the occupied countrics, notably the French Committee of Reslstanc:
i1s always chanting hymns to the new unity of the nation. They are
striving to dcceive the workers. The sacred unity of the nation be-
forc the bourgeolsie was driven out was & profane lie based on the
donination of the native bourgecoisic. The new viity is equally a

~ bourgeoils lic based on the domination of the proletariat. This is

the distance travelled by Europe in threc short years.

Being Crecates Consciousness

. Tt would be a nonuncntal error t0 beliecve that the proletariat
is not increcasingly conscious of its new position in the natione
The workers undoubtedly rctain bourgeois-illusions. But in the
revolutionary struggle of the proletariat to drive out the existing
capitalist class it 1s being rigorously trained and subjectively
educated in the hard school of civil war for its place at the head
of the nation. This proccss, golng on before our ecycs, ls appreci-
at:d nowherc so much as by the nost class-conscious of all classcs,
the bankrupt bourgeoisie of Europc. These, far fron rejoicing over
the destructiocn of the old orianizations of the proletarint, view
this new development, the direct product of tlleir own inadecuacy,
with nortal terror. . o " :

The French prolctariat no longer looks to parliament to fight
Fascisn. IT Stalingrad 4and Cascblanca lifted 1t into action, Vichy

‘and Algicrs hannered into its head the class character of the na-

tional revolution., Since that tinc the French prolctariat, with
the dopred determinntion of the proletariat whencver it is undertai-
ing independent actlon, has ncver for one single norment subordinatc:
1ts prolctarian densnds to the struggle for notional enancipation.
It has nade the recognition of these o condition precedent for its
own recognition of any French leader. This cxplains not only the
open counter-revolution of Giraud but the rapid evolution of de

"Gaulle. This rcactionary Frenchnan, who began by proclaining that

hc had and intended to havc no conngetion with politics and would
concern hinsclf solely with the national cmancipation, was conpelle
to abandon that podition and won ‘his -‘initial victory againct Anuvric
imperinlisn and Giraud only by warning then of the prolctarian rove
lution in Francec. . .
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Thc wholec power of the French bourgcc. slc 1s concentrated in
"Alglers where 1t cnjoys the backing of Amcrican imperialisme,  The
French prolctariat is conscious that the national liberatlion fron
Gernmany depends to a substantinl degrec upon the arned forces of
American inperialisn. Yet imncdintcely after Darlanism, 1t began

to shout so loudly that it would rcsist Amcrican inmposition of the
colonial Vichy by fc.oce, that its voice was heard across the Atlan-
tic, if only in the State Departnent. Hence the international scan-
dal of the imperiallst mess in North Africa where not in secret

but in the open, Kerensky de Gau’le and Kornilov Giraud denorstrate i
that infalliblc sign of the prolciarian revolution < the incapacity
of the bourgeoisic to decide how to crush it. There, alrcady be-
forgthe war is over, the ncw proletariat of France, taught by his-
tory, is consciously fighting its first battle for its own natlonal
independence againet the satellitc French bourgcoisic. i

|

The representatives of the proletariat in Poland, recognizing
the truly prolctarian character of the national cnancipation, have -
repeatedly issucd monifestos to the ponulace in general describing
the new Peland for which the proletarint fights. The latest joint
proclanation of the Polish Socialist Party and the Peasants Party,
dravn up in Poland, is issued by people who significantly call then-
selves "the represcntatives of the workers, peasants and noh-manual
workers." The working people, says the manifesto, "must overcone

‘the resistance of any privilegced classces or groups from the forner
Poland who desire to preserve their privilepes. The denocratic con-
centration will therefore plan the preparation of an armed uprising
agoinst the occupying power and for a decisive fight against any re~
actionary elements within the nation." German capital and Pollsh
‘capital are here linked as one, to be destroycd by the "armned up-~
rising® of the Poilsh masses. his is the new laihguage of the pro-
letariat which in 1939 followed docilely behind Beck and the Polish
coloncls, The political significance of this is inmense. At the
first hint of the natlonal class strugile, inside cr outside cccunle
Europe, the Polish prolctariat will stand in the forefrent of ‘the
struggle for the conscious unity of the Eurcpean prolgtariat.

The Proletariat in'the Occupiled Countrleé and"Soc1a1ism

1

In every occupied country, the proletariat is travellin;: that
road, driven along it by the specific clrcumstances of ‘the strugsle
for national emancipation. In Norway and Holland the bourgeoisic
still retains some moral authority. Over large areas of occupled
Europe its authority is a thing of shreds and patches althouish the
workcrs as a whole are not fully conscious of this as yet. It is, i
ag Trotsky has pointed out, the dccp conservatisn of the hunan nind
which prevents 1t from .acknowlediing cxcept at the last poscible no-
nent the immense changes which have already token place. It is in
the convulsive spasns and dislocations of European soclety and thelir
profcund effect on class relations thrt we nust seck the deepcst
nental reactions of the European prolctariat to the tremendous soclct
experiences it is passing through, 3 '

Esscntlally false is the idea that the prolctariat is satisficd
tc think, for the tine being, only of the restoration of oourgcols
d. 1oeracy. The underground press in France contains full and de-
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tailed discussions of socialism an+ the progpects of a new order.

The prolctariat does not express its alms clearly. That is the

task of the vanguard, But, when even the great nasses of the French
workers say the Republie, they nean a wcpublic 1n thelr own image,
that is to say, an abstract, ideal prolctarian rcpublic, and above
all not the Third Republic which so persccuted the workers and
ruified France. As thce proletarian revolution in France gains power
and confidencec, de Gaulle, sensitive to the rapidity of the historic-
al developrment, persistently raises the slogan of a Fourth Republic.

| The Prolctariat in the Occupicd Countrics ond Unity

Such are the contradictory dynamics of the so-called national
revolutions in Europe, contradictions inseparable fr:m an 0ld so-
ciety, bourgeois society, pregnant with a new, the socialist soclety.
‘The national revolution is in Europe a proletarian revolution and
- 1s in no way to be confused with the strugsle for the national inde-

pendence of the nascent bourgeois-derocratic regirice The bourgeols
struggle for national independence, though carricd out in the nane
- of the whole nation, organized and consolidated the bourgeolsiec as a
political class. Despite all supcrficinl and nisleading appearancces
"~ to the contrary, thc proletarian strug:le for national emancipation,
~ though carried out in the nane of the whole nation, does not, cannot
“ throw the prolctariat back but accelerates its.political consolidatlor
and conscilousness as an indcpendent class, representing the immediate
historical interests of the nation. In thils respect the proletariat
of 1943 is immeasurably more advanced than the proletariat of 1939.
But to the degrce thot in actlion and more slowly. in thou:ht 1t ac-
qQuires its own independence, its own class position drives 1t towards
recognition of the fundancntal objective unity of the Burocpean pro-
letarint, ’ :

When o worker .says that he will defend his country 1t 1s the
instinct of an oppressed man that spéaks. Despite the rcality of
the national hatreds, his own searing cxpericnces with his own bour-
‘geoisic prepare the worker for recognition of the difference be-
tween thce German bourgeolsie and the Gernan proletariat, that corncr-
stonec of the European labor novement for nearly a hundred years.
The procecss is going on now. Whatever the consciousness of the Polish
proletariat, in the very preparation for the class strugple against
the Polish bourgeoisie it is objectively far closer to the prole-
tariat of Germany than is the proletariat of an unoccupied country.
There arc signs of this alrcady. .In Germany the imported workcers
arc already naking common cause with the German workers. Convcersely,
the British prolctariat, functiloning in a stable bourgeols milicu
and thercfore still dominated by the successful and triumphant Anglo-
Ancrican bourgeoisie, allowed its Labor Party to pass a resolution
spccifically condemning the Cerman proletariat. Thus events in
Europe have already shown, and the coning insurrcctions noy reveal
with incredible specd to the participants themselves, that it is the
prolctariat in the occupled countries, far norec than those in coun-
trics unoccupicd, which will be ready for collaboration with cach
other and with the revolutionary proletariat of Gernany.
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The Prolctariat in the Oppressing Countries and the Noticanl Cucstion

The prenonitions of approaching dlsaster with which Gocbbels
today stimulates the Axis pcoples, at the sane tine preparcs then
for reanctions to bourgcols soclcty similar to those which have becn
reached in advance by the nmnasscs of the oppressed countrics, The
delay will be compensated for only by a nore concentrated develop-
- nent in the final period,

While in Gernany itsclf Hitler has managed to give ratlions and
clothing to the people morc rcpularly and of a slightly supcrior
quality to that of starving Europe as & whole, the demands of the
totalitarian cconony after four years of war, the increasing Aiffie-
- cultics of the German war nachine, the incessant bonbing of Gerran
industrial centers - all dcrnonstrate that the proletariat of Germny
is being rapidly rcduced to a-level -ittle above that of the prole-
‘tariat of the oppressed countrilcs.

; If the Gernan prolctariat has not expericnced the deportations -
and the general looting of thc oppresscd countrics, it has felt
the actunl loss of nillions of its young nen. Whercas Germany has
nurdered 35,000 men in France, Germany has lost 100 times that nun-
ber in dead and wounded. Thesé niseries can only Incrensce. It 1ig
‘not only ridiculous, it is a-reactionary political teadency at this
particular stage of the crisis, to asseveratc thut the German Prolce
‘tariat, in conparison with the proletariat of Europe, occuplcs thc
position of an aristocracy of labor in the political scnsc of that
‘phrase. The English labor aristoeracy, comparcd to the prolctariat’
-and peasants of India, or thc AFofL arigtocracy in the United States,
conparcd with the Negro prolctariat and pcasantry of the South, has
had a reasonably high standard of living and polltical privileges of
- an advanced ordcr. This 1s the basis on which the differcncces of
race, socinl background, religion, ctce. werg knitted for conturlces
Anto the fabric of the nation and beeane part of the national con-
sciousnesg. Hitler's ludicrous attcmpts, beglnnii; yasterday, to
ereate in the ninds of the Germans o feeling of nationnl supceriority
not only over soric but ovcr all other Europcans, can have little
. success with the proletarint in the facc of, the econonlc structure
. and the socinl traditions of Europe, the! heroisn of the oppressed,
‘the ccononic rmiscry, the political servitude and the growing terror
of the future ~ to which within the renory of cvery living Gernoan he
- has rcduced the Gernan pcople. ‘ ' :

. The.proletarint of the other countrics in the Axls suffer the
‘nlscry of the Geriaan prolcetariat with the additionel burdens ond
hunuliations of satellites. In Italy after 20 years of Fasclsn the
Popc ean speak.to the Italian pcople and to the world of the wide-
spread and open agitation for soclal revolution. Suchi is the Euro-
pcon proletarint of today. HNot the-pri . ileges of a labor arlatoc-
racy, nst the fear of « Versallles, but the fear of o Tilsit pcace
-which will destroy Gernany and its allles, alonc keeps thesce workers
from naking connon causce with the workers of oppresscd Europe agalnst
Hitler. Such, however, is the European barbarisn that in ting, the
strugsle for barc cxistence will outwelgh cven the nced for national
existcnce., The specific characteristics of Fasclion have ensuccd
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that this struggle when 1t comes will be objectively a strusgle for
proletarian power. The prolectariat in the oppressing countrics
passionately desires or will incrcasingly desire sone reassurance
from the prolctariat in the occuplcd countries that the crimcs,of

Fascism will not fall upon 1it.

' Thus the subjective nccds of the European proletariat, not in

the .abstract historical but in the concrete immediate scnse, can be

. sunnied up in a sentencec: The clear consciousness of the objective
unity of the Europcan prolctariat taken ags a whole against its con-

non ecneny, German Fasclsn.

This expresses 1tself as the nced (a) in the oppressecd coun-

tries, of a clear consciousness that the proletarian struggle for

national independence 1s a struggle for proletarian power; (b)

4in the oppressing countries, that the national independence can be

‘saved only by the strugglce for proletarian power on a European
.scale. ' : :

) Armed with this clarification the proletariat not only shakes
itgelf free fronm nationalist barbarism and unifies itself for the
At

destruction of its imnediate torturers, German imperialisn.

tle same time it orgenizes itself to neet the countecr-rcvolution
Wailch Ancrican inpcrialisn is openly organizing and secretly plot-
ting to clamp uposn Burope ab the very ponent that Hitler is defeated
- and, where that 1s possible, before.

This clarification is the task of the inﬁernational vangunrde.
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PART I1: THE TASKS OF THE VANGUARD

I. The Vanguard as a Whole

The Coning Insurrection

Before the vanguard can clarify the proletariat it mast clarify it-
self, ‘

The vanguard recognizes that the foregoing analysis traces powerful,
jnevitable and objective tr:nds. Indispensible to the vanguard for
an understanding of its own tasks, the analysis is in no w2y to be
confused with prophesy. Some of the trends nay overshoot their mark;
soric may stop short. The question is to recofnize ther and .to work
consciously in the direction to which they point. The general his-
torical trends express themselves in ."ticular forms through con-
crete practice. The mere publicatiorn oI a serious analysis is itsclf

an historical advance.

The vanguard recognizes that in a war of such gigantis proportions,

where already states and enpires have collapsed and where the whole
society is already in chaos, the nasses cannot at all be passive butb
are impelled towards violent actions of tremendous scopc, increcas-

ingly uncontrollable by the bourgeoisie. We are not watching an ad-
arance§ stage of a new and hirhly concentrated society forcing itsclf
into existence and breaking vp an old. -Lenin warned that the period

.- of the collapse of capitalism on a full scale and the birth cf a -

socialist society would be a period of t.-emendous collapses, of whole-
sale nilitary decisions of a violent nature, of crises, Today classes
live new national and international existences. Unlike the prolet-
griat of Britain and America, for instance, the prolctariat today

in the occupied countries no longer listens to th¢ bourgcoisie for
dircctions as to its participation in the international conflict,

. With its fundamental realism, it accepts or rejects advice Ifron

abrozd as it pleases and acts and reacts to the great nilitary de-
cisions of the war. It was denoralired by the defeat of Irench
capitalist society in June 1940 and the rapid domineti n of Yestern
Burope by Germsan imperialism. But Stalingrad and Caszvlanca lifted
it up again and its revolutionary activity will rise, or, to a lesscr
but nevertheless substantial degrce, fall, with the great nilitaxry
decisions of a vialent nature. One signal victory on Burcopean ter-
ritory. by Anglo-Ancrican imperialisn will be a signal to tens of
millions for revolutionary action. A succession of such victerries
will ultimately bresk the grip of the Geman bourgeoisic on the Ger-
nan proletariat. Indecision after a series of bloody battles zay
have any type of consequence exccpt one - the passivity of the prole-
tariat. Under no circunstances in Burope will it remain quiect cxcept
in case of an overvwhelming German victory which is inpossible. Con-
scious of the great and inevit-ble movenents of the proletarinat in

a war of this kind, in a saciety at the prescnt stage of disintegra-
tion, the venguard from the start orients itself confidently not on
the torpor ond the passivity but on the revolutionmry activity of
the masses of the people. The vanguard opposcs 1o the death the
crimes of capitalist barbarism and the adven’ of Fascisn and imperi-
alist war, but once these have gripped socicty, thc vanguard sceks
in them and uses, the weaknesses which ive strength to the struggl-
ing proletariat. , 3 57
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The Building of_the Party

© pfter a century of European history, the internaticnal vanguerc Xnows
~ that the prolctariat, with its traditional 2SS orgrnizations, (ns in

Catalonia in 19%6), or without then (a5 in. Russia in March, 1917), is
fully able to achicve a successful insurrecction agoinst a brankrupt
bourgecois socicty without any substantial cohesive venguard party.
That is the organic strength of the proletariat.

The sanc centumy of Buropean history and forty years of Leninisn have
taught the venguord that an insurrection needs for its continued suc-
cess a poweriul vicll-organized vanguard party. The difficulty of
creating this is the organic weakness of the proletariat.

' The international vanguard, familiar with the unp recedented bankrupt-

cy of bourgcois society in Burope and with thg equally unpreccdented
rain of rcvolutionary and would-be rcvolutionary organizations, recog-
nizes, therefore, both the exceptional strength and the exceptional
weakness of the Europecan proletariat in the present historical crisis.

This concrete situation defines the concrcte tabks of the Euwropecan
vanguard, not the building of a revolutionary party in general but

the building of a revolutionary party 1in the Europe of today. The
vanguard does not sct itself the TUtopian tasks of recrecating nass
tradec unions, nass labor parties, or worse still, of postulating the
reercetion of these before the prolctariat cen assert its inhercent
power. Instcad, it rccognizes that in the occupied countries, the
coning insurrcctions, like all previous insurrcctions, have already
set in rcvolutiona ¥ rotion the most resolute elenents of the prole-
tariat and, pcriodically, brings into action the whole proletariat

(ns in Holland) or large scctions of it, as in other occupicd coun-
tries. The vanguard krows that the proleteriat of Burope, in the
aepproaching historical circumstances, without assistance from Marxists,
is fully able to brecak the back of the Fasecist regime. Its difficul-
tics will begin afterwsrds becausc of the absecnce of a revolutionary
internotionsal. The vanguerd, smpall ~nd disorganized as it is, ap-
proaches the task of building this, not with iamentations about the
destrucsion of the proletarian orgonizations, nor with the techuicque
of routine times. Instead, in the organie strength of the proletariat
in notion, it sccks the basis of repairing its organic weaknces,

The vanguard reolizes that the Stalinists, the Social-Democracy, the
Radical-Socialists and the dovn-right fascists arec raising the slogan
of national cmrncipation and, according to thelr policies, seccking to
usc the vorking class and then chain or limit it, The vanguard, there-
fore, as its speceial tosk in the national struggle, sccks to E§v911 to
the masscs the fundanentnlly socialist character of the approaching
Thsurrcction, Lt thus hopes to decpen the awakening consclousncss of
Tho mmuscs and to gain the attontion and crystollize sround itself
those deternined and far-sceing but unorganized clenents which any
insurrcction throws up in profusion, and who have been preparcd for
ILcninisnm by the whole history ot this gencration ~and the drastic poli-
tical cAucation of 1940-43. Thus in the fires of the ropidly devclop-
ing class struggle the vanguard forges the instrument of prolctarian
POWCY » '

For the vanguard clarification pither of the nasscs or of itsclf is

inconccivable without action. And today in the occupicd countries,

actioh means the strugele for the cxpulsion of the Gcimaon OppresSsSor,
i.c., the existing capitalist class. 353
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II, The Venmiord din the Oppr(s sed Cownbries

The Slogmn of Noticn-l Indesendence

At St St 7 it ettt e

Becruse it so cleoarly wncdorstonds thc nroletarian charnctors of the
national revolution, the vanguard in the ovpresscd cowntrics plures
into the nationnl struggle. Reeoznizing that the vorkirn: clics is be-
ing dircctly onpreascd and pbrsccufod by the cnplt"lﬂst class, cvin
though this sperks a forcign lanzuage, it tokes its place viish tro
nasses., RCCOSnl”LJU its-ovn we=akness and incopacity todsy for cifce-
tive indepcident action, it enters the renns of national resist: HCT,
undeterred by the ere @ cot!that the lea : ichip of “h;h“{«mcﬂ £Ycups
‘n2y be social-derwerstic or deGrullist in goncrnl ideoloarw, I recog-

-

nizes the predomincntly »roletzrian and peastut colp. siticnfor th-
‘national resistance "nd 1ts cs oﬁntlally indz ncendent vla"s charractor,

Every nnmb~v of the vanzuarad therefore joins the orgrnized naticnal
‘resistanee novencnt.

The venguard raises the slogen of national independence and nskes this
the nain political slog\n of the dry. :

The venguerd raiscs the slozan of national 1rﬂonondorco beenuse it
fcorrcspondo to the obacctlve situatiop and the LCCllh”u7‘f the nes

P

A

f’The vanguard raises the glogen of national independceunce boeruse
tine whatever docs the van*ndri hesitate to roisc a'doncer~tic”slogon
when it corresponds to the historic interesss nd _stimal) tes the inde-
pcndort activity of th: maszes. :

The Sloren of Workers Pover

Thc prolctariat, however, is in rovelt, tnd overy T’Vﬂlﬂ.l“u, whitever
its character, aoues the cuestion of ﬁowcr The vangmerd «dll fsil
npiscrably in lu “ttpﬁpt to build o vonguard ports iT it docs net
clemrly undcerstand the relaticn bedbvicen the irmedigtc demands, thre
politic~l agitational slog-n ~n? the cuestion ¢f nower. In {he Russian
revolutioin, 12nd ~nd bread were immcdiatce demanas; pcace trhe main agi-
"t~tional slegon; ~nd all povier to the Sovicts the sloazra of powsr.
Following the smac pr1n07p10 Trotsly has memocnbly written of tue Con-
stituent AsscmbLly ~or Chins =ang Indin cven before the Soviets -

forned, ~nd when cverything oflll“gghOHOQ cn T_the Annichs

the naznoc s ””hiF'u¢o~wn rust be indissclubly +1od wn with
vdem of nution~nl libe ““tl”ﬂ and rerarian roforn.”

The venguosrd roiscs the slogan of the powcr to the werkers (or workore
ond penstats s the natiosnal circumstences nay vinrront),

"The “r*uﬁrd T“l” s the slozon of povicr to the vorlers ~nd ~rﬂqﬁrts
,bOC“uoc his slozen corrcspcndu to The objeelive elnss sositieon oI the

Daszes in the stiugsle and bee~use LILTC is no comtrediction *ﬂt Vol
“between a denocratic uloﬁﬁn 2s the i polLtlc L clogrn of 2 revolu-
3 . / Ceen P Ny [N
? »tlon ~nd the Jtlugglo cT the “rolctar at for powcr. Shinst thic Qoue

ciel- Dumocr-“v “nd the ch"u111 ;3 vho 1ndls”olublv tic up the sleogons
(of the immedinte demands, national liberation -nd the dcnocrriic teo=-'
ipublic, the venguard resoluwbely posecs the Llog"ds of the ivweliste
.Gemends, the naticnnl Libcrrtion ~nd “he power of the -oricrs.
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This being a question of action ~nd not of cduc~tion, the v-nguard is

. ruthless agninst those who onter +ho natirnal groups of resistance,

~ raisc the slogmn of workers pover nnd hesiintc or dissenble ~bout the

) slogan of nntionnl indepeudence. It is caunlly ruthless ngainst those

L who raisc the slogmn of n~tinnnl independence and hesitntc or dissenble

' “about the slognn of workcrs pov-ai. o have no position on the question
of power is to leavce the vorkers widc-open to the powerful and purpos-

ive agitation of the official social-Demoeracy the Stolinists ond

dcGnrullists whose conscious, cxpresscd and undisguised ain is to hcad

’ of f the proletarian rcvolution.
r - "Indissolubly ticd"

‘It is ncithcr possible noxr neccssnry here to go_into the cor.rete
forns which the struggle for inmcdiate needs will trke. Nor is it
neceessary in o scrious revolutionary orgenization to spend tine rcit-
erating that until the nmasscs hrve scized the powcr this strugzle for
‘4rmedinte nceds remains the basis for 21l revolutionory activity. ,
Win t nust be pointcd out, howcver, for its great cducationnal value in
owr period is (a) the concrcte manner in which the immediate nceds,
“the nain politicnl slogen ~nd thc question of power are linked togecth-
c-er in tle daily practice of the vanguard and (b) how in a pcriod of
revolutionary crisis on the basis of a corrcct anelysis the venguard
concretely caucates the mAssSEesS for power and thus wins its best clen-

‘ents for the party.

In its strugsle for the immediate demands, the vonguard docs not
shirk but docs not sceck liscussions about "socialisn’ and nationalizcd
propertye. Tike Lenin in 1917 in Russia, it avoids in egitation talk
nbout socialism and the confiscation of the property of the bourgcois-

“4¢ in genceral.

Whnerce the native bourgecoisie docs not exist, 211 org-nigotion cf the
proletariat ngrinst the foreign bourgooisic is orgrnization for prolc-
$arian power. The vanguard thercforce sceks to basc the rcsistoance
% groups consciously upon factory committces or  pcastnt comnitteecs. In
“the nass actions ngeinst deportations it stmuggles for the leadership
tc be in the honds of or to be based on the factory cormittecs or trad
union groups ~nd always directs . thc population to follow their lecad.
. It encov ages the peasants to forn joint committees &ong themsclves
“ for the lenning of joint production, distribution, and sccreting of
food.. 1t struggles for a censtent relation and representotion betweer
the peoasant comnittces of resistence and the city comnittecs, seceking
always to build up conscious mutual action, conscious mutunl cxpceri-
encc and consciots rutunl confidence. In this way it concrectely pre-
parcs the workers in towm and country not only for the irmcdiate strurg
glc but for the joint task which history has placed upon thorl. By
constantly cmphosizing to the workers ~nd pensonts their ovi responsi-
bility for cvery asction in the struggle for national en~neipotion, the
“way is prcpnred for the final conclusion. With {lexibility but with
firmnecss, on cvery possible ocension, in cvery spceeh #nd in cvery
leaflet, the vangumrd distirguishes itself from the Social-Denocrats,
the Stalinists and the acGaullists by pointing out that the workers i
pcasants arc not snerificing 4nd dying so that the Girauds, the Pey-
routons, ths Daladicers, and Bluns ~nd all thosc vho lcd thc country
~into ruin should cone back and rulc. The Tulc must be by the workers
and peasants themsclves, thosc who ore bearing the burdcns and will
have to face the post-war niscry. Thus the vonguard, in the nidst of
the struggle, by oxample ~nd by precept, cduc~tes the nasscs of the
pcople, and without in the slightest ¢ ree subordinating the nations
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struggle, attracts to its ideas and org-nization thoee elcments who
arc nost conscious cf the lessons of thirty ycars,

The Beourgcoisic and the Doy of Liberation

Therc is onc pceulinr featurc of the struggle for national cmancipation
in the oppressed countrics which nrkes nnndetory upon the venguard the ,
raising of the slogan of workers power. The first climex of the revo-
lution will prccede or immediatcely-follow the decisive imperinlist

clash and the defeat of Goernany. Then, ac has becen truly said, in

nost of the oppressecd countrics, the pewer will lic in the streets.

As has becen still more truly said, the workers will instinctively

E incline to take the powcr. But even this is still far fron the truth.

PR g d e :

- The instructions published in Fronce for the French underground by
. the bourgeois Comnittce of Nationel Resistance arc as follows: to- try
‘4o erecatc contnet betwecen the verious groups of resistonee, the mobil-
ize 211 groups nnd lcad them in attacks agninst the cneny's rcar, to
-~ begin a gencral strikc, to occupy 211 public buildings, to throw out
W of officc all Vichy officials and rcplace them by boards of dclegotes
' fron thc resistance groups, to nanage food supplies and public adnini- |
. stration. The Belginn governme t by radio issucs sinilar instructions.*®
§§ This, in the Europe of today, is in essencc the proletorian rcvolution.
@~ When the proletariat aots, the resistance comnittees will obecy it ox 1
Y be swept out of thce way. Even if the boursgcois resistonce committces
)

+ 21 R sege, Sy
K A

@id not give thesce instructions or raise these questions, it would be :
FThec duty of the vanguard to_do so not as propaganda but_as agitotion.

* And it is thc busincss of thc venguard less to tolk of socinlisn in é
&Y the future and claboratc progroms, than to tear off the wreppings ond :
show to the workers preparing the insurrcction what they erc rctlly |
achicving.

Rarc indced arc the days in the history of a nntion when the power lics
in the streets. Still rarer are the occasions when not only the van-
guard but the vhole world can foresce, if not the cxact date, the cx-
Bct tine vhen this will trke plrce. Unique in histery is a situation
in which the bourgcoisic (with fear and suppresscd curses) is conpelled
%o call upon the prolctariat to drive out the cxisting capit~list
governrint, te scize the power ond to admnister pubiic affairs. The
bourgeoisic plans to disinherit the proletariatb at the carlicst possiblc
moncnt. Under the circunstances the vanguerd will stand convicted of
erininal blindness, tinidity and trroiling behind the workers if it coes
- . not point out to thosc with whom it works that thcy must consciously
y.-  preporc to scizce the power and to hold it. All thosc who ave working
& for the national cricncipation and are thus nmade conscious of its truly ¢
~ prolctarian chnoracter ave irresistibly dravm to the organiz2tion or at
.. lcast the iafluence of the vanguard.

N

.t

P

The Proletariat and the Doy of Libcrntion

As in all revolutionsry periods, i.c., when the proletariat is taking
independcent action on 2 national seale, the venguard vill have to strair
2ll its. forces not to £n11 behind the advancing historicnl developient,
“and ncver norc so that in these fateful days when history sweeps the
workcrs on so ropidly that their consciousness logs bchind their ac-
‘tions. Aiong the Polish proletoriat, for exaaplce, vhich prepares the
"arned uprising" 2gainst the Polish privileged classcs ~nd yet scnds '
the nemorandun to the Polish Government in DIxile, the vanguard carrics
on an incessant agiotion dirceted towiards clearing from the ninds of
the nasses 11 renains of the old bourgeois ideology. This cducation,
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however, nust be concrcte or the revolutionsy significonce of the
crisis vwill be nisscd.

The great differcnce between the rresent historicol period snd the
period imrediately preceding it is that thc v-nguard is nblc to con-
crctize its rcevolutionary socialist agitation in terns imncdintely
understandable by the masscs. The vengusrd does not undecr °ny circun-
stnnces agitate for an ebstract workers povier. It bears in mind the
bourgeois prejudices still contending in the ninds of the norc back-
ward clenents snong the masscs. Rofusing to be tempted into over-
running the masses, cven in Poland, it pertinaciously scts the cxanple
of indissolubly tying the proletarion yevolution to the national cnan-
cipation. The day of. the notional liberation being sct by the ap-
proaching historical conjuncturc, the vanguard plrcpercs its fcllow-
workers in the national struggle for specific tasks to be perforrncd
by then on the day of the riational liberation.

The vonguard incessantly urges the cormittces all over the country to
take camreful notc and to publish the nanes of 211 collaborators at
hone and abroad and to cxecute them.fhcmselvos'—‘on the A=y of the
national liberation. It wrges the committees tc nark down.the prop-
crty, industrial =nd privatc, of ~11 who have uscd the weslth of the
nation egainst the pcople; and to confiseate this property - on the
day of the nationel libcration. (By this mcans, without a viord obout

“socialisn, the vanguard yrcparcs the oxpropriation of wcll over half

thce Europcaon bourgcoisie) . In. countries wherec therc is o long Oppress-

‘ed peasantry or 2 landlcss agricultural prolectariat, the fanguard puts
“forward its progron for amcliorntion, not in Mcnshevik fashion as a
"rogran", but in rcvolutionary fashionas a scizurc to be carried out
T by the armecd pcasantry - on the day of the natiunol liberation.

Tn Poland the land is now in German heands. With the breakdowm of the
Gernmen stntc, the 1land will beleng to nobody, begoing to be scized.

" The venguard will stend blind “to he lessons of five hundred yoars

end forcver scTf-condenned if it doces not ssy to the Tolish pcesants

who "proparc the armed uprising' that this s ne aried uprising must
* innecdiatcly scize the land if it wishes to prevint the wrivileged
. classcs fron rostoring their privileges. It is only thus that it
Cwill sttract poassnts into a revolutionary party . The vonguard will

din it into the ninds of the Polish peasants that they csn only hold
this secizurc if they have a government consisting of thonsclves cnd
thoe workors to be formed on the day of liberation, Te the workers,
the venguard will without eny cquivocation say that the workers can

‘best cncourage the peasants to Tight for thc national liberation =nd

accept the workers lcadership nof 2nd afterviards if they instil into
then that their peassnt and factory cormittees of resistence st be
the instruncnts of fighting the Gormans, of scizing the 1land ~nd
jointly protccting their intcrests after the national liberation.

The vanguard will stand forcver self-condenncd if it does not rcply I
the brazen preparations and rcpeated co nter-revolutionary dcclara-
tions of Girsud, by telling the prolctariat now thet the -only way to
neet them is by forning =2 governnent of thc Torkers and peasants who
arc carrying on the struggle for the national cicncipoation.

The vanguard will stond forcver sclf—condémhcd if it does not sy tle

‘sanc to workers and pe=sants who scc before their cycs cnd feel on

their backs the counter-rcvolution of Mikhailovitch.
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“The vanguard will cven find, in the doubts and qucries of the vworkters
opportunity to point out that it is only by showing the reburning
arnices a workers governnent that the rank ond file can be won cover at
oncc fron the counter-revolulion,

All who arc convinced of thesc things will gather round the vengusrd
to beconme the core of the Leninist party @d drive the revolution
forward. .

The vanguard docs not aim at the doctrinaire abstroction of a social-
1st revolution dirccted towards the scigurc of power by thﬁ proletariat
"for the purposc of cxpropriating the native bourgeoisic". Lenin in

1917 unweawyingly clucidated from the concrete situation and fron the

- nceds of the workers for land, brecad and pecace, the nccessity for

~workcrs power. Today the vanguard in the innuncreble nceds and denands
4. 0f the actual concrcte strugglc for national emancipation finds the

)i’ - threads which lead vithout a brecak to the slogan of power to the work-
“ ers., This is the task of the hour, not the preaching of a soncwhat

~ abstract and necessarily thcoretlcal socialisn as in 1938, but now,
-~when the bourge01s regine is bursting in every scam and every worker

4s cither in revolutionary action, or wishing to be, to show them the
conncction between concrete solutions and ‘thecir ovmn power.

The indissoluble linking of the slogans of national liberation and
workers power is nercly the reflection of the indissoluble link betwcen -
the national ecnancipation and the proletarian rcvoluticn. It is on
this thoorctical basis alonc that the venguard, as a vanguard, can
elQucate the masses of the people ané attract to 1tsolf the nmost advanc-
d and resolute anong thosc who arc struggllnb for the n: tlonql cnanci -
‘pation.

The Struggle Against Bourgeois Ideolozy

Qho vanguard is on the alert to prevent any agitation which would de-
ilec the workers from the growing rccognntlon of their own indcpcndent
power and the unfolding historical tasks. It acccpts the fact that in
‘8 nmodern cconony the cconomic necds of the workers compcl demands and
Protests dealing with these needs. But the vanguard in the occuniced
countrics rcfuses to meke any of the trPaltlonﬁl political dcuands
upon the oppressing zovernment. It nmercilessly castigates and ridi-
culcs thosc political organizations which propose that the prolctariat
raisc the slogans of the right to organize and the right of frcc press.
It points cut first that thc workers and peassnts neecd no pernissicn
%o orgenizc resistancce cormmittees, factory cormittecs and pcasant con-
nittecs, the rallying points for the "armed uprising" which will hurl
the cxisting government out on the day of liberation. It emphasizes
that thc proletariat with arns in hend does not dcmand but asserts its -
rights. It scizcs the opportunity to tell the European workers of 1943
that such ideas and slogans lecad then back to the stage of looking
upon the cxisting rulcers as their masters with rights to dispensc,
which has bcen their ruin in the past and which history itsclf is
teaching then to forget. It thus nakes usc of the prolctarian charac-
ter of thc national revolution to tear out from their ninds the tenta-
cles of bourgeois ideology and prepare thc vorkers for their historic
task.

At the same time it uses the national character of the proletaricn
revolution for the sanc historic purposc. In the full tradition of
the great nationalist movenents of bourgeois socicty (Spain, Russisa
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against Napolcon, Ircland) it will instil into the cager cars of n
burning peoplc that this governnent is not theirs, that the only pcli-
tics1l dcnand the people mekes on this government is the denand to get
out. In such public cpportunitics as it nay get, the aembers of the
vanguard captured by the encry will openly dery the competence cf the
foreign court to try sny priscner of the nationally opprcssed country .
It will instruct the proletariat in the smc attitude, as the Folish
proletariat today cercfully instructs the Polish pecople how to bchave
to the German overlord. Vherever the vanguard has influence and the
cormmittees of resistmee arc sufficicntly represcntotive, it will cn-
courage th: cormitteces to appoint themsclves as a provincial ruling
body. This body, though devoid of administrative power, will unfail-
ingly reply officially -to the orders and dccreccs of the Germpan govern-
nent by instructing the populationg, c.g., to obey a curfcw demand or
to refuse to dcliver up their young nen for deportation.

The instructions of the exiled Dutch government te the pcoply of Hol-
land to rcfusc to obey the German order te dcliver 400,000 scldicrs
would be anticipatcd locally on a city, rcgional, or cven national
scale by the vanguard and thosc under its influcnce, s as 1o turn the
ninds of 21l the-workers from the govermnent abroad to the ciabryo
rvcmnent lcading theonm in the struggle. The vanguard will cncourage
the committces vigorously to opposc and dcnouncc any flagrant self-
.sccking by the ‘exiled governments. Thus the vanguard strengthens the
‘tendency of the prolctariat to its own class action and its own class
rulc, indepcndent of any bourgeoisic, and in the very iidst of the
-strugglc for notionnl enancipeation cerisciously ond concrctely preparcs
the proletariat for socialist powcr. : :

The cffects of this agitation will vary from country to country. In
Holland, Bclgium ond Norway it is difficult to say what thc responsc
Will be. In Yugoslavia the workers and peasants arc on this road al-
ready. But in Frence and Polend in particular, in the cxisting his-
torical circwastences, the struggle for immediate necds, the struggle
for the national liberation and the power of workcrs and pecasanvs gov-
ernnents can be nade to acquire a concretrness ond naturalness intcelli-
.gible to the simples® worker or peasant. Whercas in India, whers the
‘bourgcois-denocratic regine is still,to be achicvaed, the vanguard is

on suard against confusing futurc developments, however inevitobvlic,
vith the concrcte stage of the struggle, in Burope the long moturity of
he proletariat, the defeat and abdication of the bourgcoisic, =11 the
concrete eircunstances of the struggle denand that the vongverd so
what is: that on the day of the national liberaticn the power will be
waiting for the workers to take it.

1

The Stalinists ~nd the Social-Democrats

With the coning insurrcetion uppcrnost in the minds of all sceticns of
the nosses, the vanguard, small though it is, has far greatcer opportu-
nitics to cducatc itsclf nnd grow in rcvolutionary influence with the
workcrs than when it subscribed to the thesces of the Founding Cengress
of the Fourth Intcrnational.

Its chicf cncnics arc the Stalinists. The prestige of Russia with thc
workers is today irmensc and this nmakes the Stalinists in onc sense
“‘even more dangerous then before. Added to this is the dcvotion,

© bravery and fanaticisn of the Stalinist ronk ond file; their finoncial
. backing and practicc in orgmnizntion. Their strength cannot be estinme-
“ted with any degrece of precision but it is safc to say that in cvery
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opprecsscd country their orgrmization is prubably the nost mllitqnt ﬂnd :
the nost powerful cxcept in Poland where they ~rc in a ninority. Their
lcadcrship will do, as it has been doing, its utmost to subordinate

the prolctarian character of the national revolution and the slogen of
a workers or a workers and pcasants poveinnent. In the circumstances
of the undcrground novenent, however, workers, taken as a whole, arc
likecly to nakce stiruggle against the forcign tyrant their first and in
fect their main critcrion. The burcaucratic power of the flourishing
Stalinist burcaucracics of pcacc-time, which was uscd drasticelly
egainst the vanguard in collaboration with the bourgcois press end the
bourgcois statc, no longer cxists. Today the Stalinist leadership can
no longer circumscribe, prohlblt and destroy acquisition. of influence
anong the workors ol ea51ly as in prc—war days .

The vanguard can facc these enonics with confidence as long as first,
it protects itsclf with the estecn and confidence of the workcrs,
¥ gaincd in brave and resolute action. Sccondly, and still nore impor-
‘tant, most of thosc who today nay rally to the Stalinists arc nmoved by
rcvolutlonwny sentinents, following them because of their militancy.
In the circumstances such pcople arc not turned and twisted as casily
as those who fill Madison Sduarc Garden in successive wecks to cheer
-successive policiecs. Finally, nost important of 211, the undcrground
novenent today can only cut.channcls for the prolctqu t. The pent-up
wrath and rcsontnent against the crimes of capitalisn arc not concen-
trated on the Gernan overlords in a hatred far more widespread than the
hatred of the Russian nasscs for Tsarism. The looting of the occupied
countrics and the dcportations for forced labor have inflaned the popu-
lations. As soon as the masscs lecarn of Anglo-American or Russian
'suceesses in Western Europe itself and be~in to fecl the Germen power
cally weakcning, the rcevolutionary torrent will burst forth in a flood
controllablc by thosc organizations which cxist today. Owing to the
counter-revolutionary character of these organizations, their incapa-
.city to control the rcvolutionary outbreak is the grecatest strength
of tho nasses in the prcscnt period. )

;Thc Soc1al -Dcrnocracy in Eulopc today is not the Social-Democracy of
prc-war days. In Poland, for cxanple, the 8001alist Party which gives
notice that it preparces tho "armcd uprising" agsinst both the German
Fascistsend thosc privileged Polish classcs who wish to rctain their
privileges can be linked with the pre-war Social-Deroeracy in nanc
only. What is thc actual strength and organizntion of the Social=
Denocracy in a country like France it is impossible to say, coxcept
that it cxists as an organizntion and publishces its press. It is a
fair cstinmate, however, -that those who actually carry on the struggle,
and the nasses vhich nay rally around. then, cannot possibly bc as hos-
®tilec to a venguard participating in the common struggle for national
cnancipation, as was thc Social-Denocracy to rcvolutlonarlcs in prec-

war deays.

"Workers of the World, Unitct"

But the vanguard in the oppressed countrics has a task to perform other
than the above, the spccial task of the vanguard. It has to cducete
the workers in thc oppressed countries to a rcco gnition of ‘thc fact

that the workcers of Germeny arc its allices. This is not a noral dutye.
It is, at this particular stage, in the inmnedintc and historic inter-
csts of the working class, and it is the foundation on which the intcr-
ational vanguard party must bc built and individual ncmbers rcceruited,

not in words but in actien, 365
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The vanguard in the oppresscd countrics notes that in the prescnt perie
od the Gerpon workers in uniforn are net Lighting crganized battles
ngainst orgrnized ariics but are nceting the workers of Burope fur the
VFirst tine sincc Hitler cenc to powier. TIhey arc perforning the nest
derioralizing and hatcd of all nilitsry autics - policing of a now ac-
tively hostile populaticn, nd this at o timc when the drain on Ger-
nany's resources and nonpower, its groving aifficultics end Gocbbel's

~rnings of destruection noke the Germen soldicr particularly scnaitive
to defentist propagenda. o :

Whilc forcriost in crgonizing the hatred of the cppresscd peeples ag-
ninst the foreign oppressel, the vanguord attacke the Germen soldicrs
not as Gernans butb ~lwnys becnusc they are doing the work of Hitler
snd the Prussian geherals. fhere arc innunerable VIS which will prc-
sent thensclves to the vangucrd for ariving honc this lcsson to the
intcrnational proletariat. The prolcteriat itsclf gives the venguard
jndications. In March of this ycar a j.int cormittce of urdcrground
crganizations in Poland issucd 2 proclanaticn giving dctailced instruc-
tions to decscricrs fron It~1linn, Slovak and Hungarian units scnt by
the Gornans to Ruszia. This proclanation was scer-tly put up on the
~1lls of Warsew ond other large towns in Polond. As often os the

posters werc torn Aown by the Gestepo they rceppeered on the wolls,
Ttalians todny, it will be Germans tHEroOIYOWe.. The vanguard will not
only scxvc ‘the benkrupt bourgeoisic, it will be incapablc sf building
a vanguord orgrnizotion in theburope of todny, if it shirks or slurs
over its intcrnational tasks. = - :

The vrnguard, (for o sinplc oxamplc), prcparcs & streight-forvard
1caflet bascd upon the unity of the Buropean working-class and the nc
for workcrs POWCY cverywhorce. This leaflct, whilc not abating onc
inch in the cxpressed deternination to arive the Gernons out pf the
oppresscd countrics, points sut to them their miscrnble fate if they
contirmuc t» do the work of Hitler abroad instcad of overthrowing hin
st hone. It ralscs before the Gernan workcrs the prospoct'of a place
in a new Burcpc. Lecording to its rcsources the venpuard trics to
reach cvery German soldicr in the oppresscd countrics so that the sir
ple consistent ncssage 1is fereed home te then #nd compels discuscicn,
in the oppresscd country, at homec &nd On other fronts. The vonzunrd,
hoviever, docs not moke this & nain thaze in the oppresscd countbrics
but uses the leaflet as & talking peint for aiscussion to tho Vi er.
in the oppresscd countrics, pcinting cut practically that this is o
additioncl neans of brealzing the Gerann norale end speeding up the
destruction of Hitlcr's power OVCr Furopc. It 1s obvious that to th
. Polich workcrs who SO valiantly struggle to win over Itnlians, S1ove
and Tungarisns, it is a gimplc natter ror the vanguard o point out
its apitation the jmportoncc of winnirg over the Germnans. Erocisclx

boenusc they have becn ant oontinue to be not in viords_but 1 netin

The nost ilplnenble cnenies_of the Torcign oppressall The venusrd
has not only tho duty but will also Imve The rioht te disouns these

ggcstigggﬂ;n n friondly but scrious b with the vorhers in the op-

prosscd couwntricse

By this agitntion, addresscd to the German workers, con be concrcte’
illustroted the inscparablce interconneetion between the struggle fou
the unity of the Europceon prolctarint, for the proletarion chrracte:
of the notional rovolution, and for the purcly proletarien revolutl
in Germeny. For the venguard in the oppressing countrics will hove
the right to spenk to the nationally oppresscd prolotarians aboutbt 1
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. Gernan soldicrs only if they have been forcmost in the struggle for
 petional independence while 2t the samc tine their agit~tion addresscd
4o the Germma soldiers crn be truly cffective only if the Geman work- /
 ors scc that the struggle for national indcpendence is in fact a strug-
1e not for thc old bourgcois Burope but for a new Workers Buropc,
which will offer then some hope. Already in Norwny the' Gernan soldicrs
pave nutinicd; in Greeccc Italian soldicrs src preparing to join the
 Grock gucrillas.” The vanguard, small though it is, pursucs this work
with pcrsistencc, knowing that the winning over of one single Gernan
reginent and its acceptance by an oppressed proletariat patiently pre-
pored for this, can have an clcetrifying effcct not.only in Eurcpe but -
. thc world ovcere L

It is thus that in the heat of the strugglec the Vanguard develops the

jnternational instincts of the masses and forns an organiznticnal
centre for its most a2dvanced clcnents, o ,

 TII.. The Vanguard in the Oppressing Countiics

The Innediate Needs -

If thc national qucstidn in Buropc is a ncw question for the proleteriat
in the occupicd countrics, such as France, Holland and Belgiun, the na-
tional question is also a now question for the prolctariat of Germany.

It is not only that ns the prolctariat of the oppressing country it has

' a duty to struggle for the naticnel independence of the oppressed coun-
trics. As the war continucs, the instinptive and incvitable desire of

| the proletariat to bring it to an end has, as we have pointed out, only
onc nain- obstacle - the fear for the national independence of Germany z
end the other Axis countries. To the instinctive desires of the German
prolctariat to save Bermany fron the conscquences of the nationel op-

r cssion of Fascisn in Burope - the main stock in trade of Gocbbels -
the Buropecan vanguard ond particularly its German scction must reply
with a solution of its own. .This, the national indcpendence of Germany,
will increasingly become the main question before the @ermen proletariat

- But the Gernen vanguard, herc as always, bascs its actions on the inmme-

diate nceds and consciousncss of the Gemmen pecople. To the German :
pcople, the German government is not a foreign government., It is
ticd to the social structurc of Germany by strained but still function- .
ing links. The Gcrman proletariat, unlike the prolctariat in the op-
prcssed countrics, is not yet permeated with an overwhelnming desire
to drive out the cxisting capitalist government mnd destroy the exist-
ing capitalist class. The vanguard therefore raiscs its central slogan:
around the central question of pecace. It raiscs. the slogans of the '
right to organizc nnd the right of frce press. It roises the slogan
of a workers governricnt as the repository of power. According to the
devcloppent of the struggle and the nass adherence, it proposcs tran-
sitional dcmands. But the vanguard is on its guard against forgetting
that so suiden and violent nay be the collapsc of German capitalisn
‘thot the proletariat will, in all probability, f£Ind itsclf almost over-
night organizing Sovicts for the scizurc of power, cven beforé a single
denocratic demand has been fulfilled. : C
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The Buropean Frolctarint in Germnny

put if the Germen vanguoard bhascs its strugsple M the innedintce necds
and consciousncss of thc Gernon proletariat, it must nlso bnsc itself
upon the irncdiate nccds and consciousness of hc internnotionnl boly
of workcrs now concentrated in Gerueny. Centr -lization of Buropcnon
crpital ncens incvit~bly concentration of production snd fusion of the
intcrnational proletarint. In Germany today it is cstimoted that
therc arc over 12,000,000 forcipgn workers of various netionaliticse
Thcsc wWorkers ~Irc aninated by the sole dcsire of overthrowing Hitlex
so ns tc regnis their »crsonal liberty oné n~tional indcpendence. Such
is capitalist production thet sonc of thesc vorkers, owing to their
skill, havec been incorporated into factorics cf prcdominantly Gerian
workers. Todey, the mqst_g;ggificnnt forture in thce whole Europcon
tongle is That thc frcrich workers in Gorneny “nd the Gernon workers
have alrcady ostoblisncd good relotions » ~inst the conron OpPPrcS3s0r
and this fact hes been broadcast to the . znch pcoplg by the undcer -
yound PrcsSSe Thorc in the very hcart of tnc bourgeols berbarisn the
Soinlist United Statcs of Burcpe is trking shope. o

The German vangusrd rust denand the right of =11 thosc workers vho vish
'¥o do so to bc returncd hone inmeAiately ~t the cxpense of the Germnn
govcrnmunh. It nust raisc the slognn of the national independence of
cvery country oppressed by -Gernany and call upon the Germen soldicrs

in thosc countrics at the first possible monent to join ‘the popula=
tions in their struggles against Hitleritec tyranny. :

But the Gernaen venguard docs not only raisc the slog™m of national in-
acpendence for the oppressed naticnelitics and their fight to rcturn
honc. For cvery conercte demand - food, clothing, comditions of lebor,
rght of frec press, right tc orgmnizc, cte., which it rnekes on bchalf
of the German working-class, it specifically includcs the workers of
the nationally opprecsscd countrics, demanding for them special national
privilecgces, such as right to their own press, asscnbly, ctc. and cncour
aging then to nnke the sane denands. On this basis and in cvery pPoS-
sible nenncr it strives to crcatce a complote~and yet flcxible unity
between all scetions of thc wage-slaves in Gernany for the coning revos-.
lution and draws tégether the rost advanced and resolute clcnents as a
nuclcus for the revelutionary intcrnational. . v .

By this double action the Gernan Yanguard according to its strength

acconplishcs tasks of immecasurable significance £ Gernan, for the

+ socialist revolution in Burope as a whole, and particularly for those
countrics vherc it takes the form of a strursle for nationol libcra-
tion,

(1) It binds © the proletarian revelution in Germeny the cnoxmous
power of the national aspirations of the importcd workers and furthcr
reinforces the prolctarian character of the Gernon revolution.

(2) ALs this movenent toward unity spreads, as it is doing, it becgins
to scparatce the Gormen vorkers in the ninds of nillions of Buropcon,

workcrs, both insite =nd outside Germany, frou the inperinlist crirnes
of Gernman Fascisne . o

(3) It gives en cnornous inmpetus to the proletarian struggle agdihst
notional oppression in the occupicd countrics, stimulates the class
struggle all over Europc, ond facilitates the aifficult struggle of
the vanguard in the oppresscd countrics for the unity of thce BEuropean
prolctariat. _
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(4) By embracing millions of the proletariat frerm the oppressed cow-
tries in a prolctarian rcvolution against Hitler, it gives then on in

1 valusble cxpcericncee in proletarian unity and nroletsrian strug;le

1 which is certnin to have a far-roaching cffect vhion they return o

5 thcir cwmn country. In Gernony todny, it is reported, eome of the

older German workers in the facterics arc irstructing the raw youth

in thec principles of Merxian socialisn.

Socinlism 2nd Barbarism

In orgnnized bourgenis sociecty the masses of one notionality -cver
necet the nasses of amnther, In wor the arned masses nccet cach other
under the strictest bourgeois discipline. In oppresscd Burope today
the nmasses revolting against German Pascis: arc in daily contact with
the workers of Germany who arc under nilitary control. Iut in Gernany
the bourgeois barbarism has becn compelled to bring together and fusc
the Buropean masscs, who arc being united, disciplincd and orgenized
by thc very mechanism of capitalist production, and the cormon ruin
~and niscry of the war inflicted upon them by a common cneny. Here the
- dcath-agony of copitalism and the bivthpangs of socialisn are racking
‘society at the same time - with the whole drive of history and the ur-
geney of irmediate nceds pushing the Europesn workers towords unity.
The intcrnational vanguard, inside and outside Germany, must bring
this concrete unity of the Europesn proletariat befere the workers;
“thus, from the very beginning consciously basing the nuclei of the
srevolutionary orgenization on those clements of the new society which
- arc taking shapc beforce their cycese.

The’ fundanméntfl charactéridtic of the European chacs is that the most
~advanced thecory has sone immediateé practicnl applicstion. So hungry
is German capital for manpower and so fearful is Hitler of the assist-
“ancc which nay be rendcred to the invading Anglo-American imperielist
arnics, not so nuch by the nilitarily organizcd monpower of nationally
oppressced Europe as by the mass rcvelution of the peoples, that Hitler
is still busy Araining every ablc-bodied man fronm these countrics inte
Gernany. To the cxtent that he docs this he mercly hastens his ovm
doon and the doon: of Buropecan capital aos a whele, From the contrninn-
“tion of bourgcois chauvinism and the danger of being nisuecd by Anglo-
Ancrican nilitarism he transfers the rcvolutionary force of the cp-
prcssed pecoples to the leadership of the preoletariat of Germany now
being foreed to a militent internatieonnlicm in its own nationnl nceds,.
At the snime tine he preparcs an internotional proletarisn forcc for
the unadulterated class struggle-and lays ulie practical basis of the
“Bocialist Unitcd States of  Europc. Such arc the contradictions of
capitalisn in the period of its death-agony.

. The vongunard bascs itsclf on those concrcte conditions which arc not
~accidental but rooted in the historical movement of Eurepeon copital.
It must not attenpt the Utopian ~nd therceforc reactionary tacik of try-
‘ing to push cverything back to where it was beforce attempting to start

forward agnin. To be a vanguard, it nust adeopt its sirgons to the
socialist futurc ~nd not thc¢ bourgeonis past which arce locked togother
din nortal contradiction in the prescent historicnl sitage. By unveilirg
to the vorkers in Gerneny the closc inter-rel~tion between their imme-
dintc nceds anld their historienl futurc the vanguard cannot fail to
draw to itsclf thc mest advonced clenents of thosce with vhon it is
unitced in action, : 3{&9
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The German Prolotorict nnd Anecicon Tnpooislion

Howcver well it may struggle asgoinst Gernmn Friseion, on the basis o
the irmcdinte necds nud the prescnce ol tir tvolve 0illion Buropoe-n

proletarians in Gernrny, theve still roencing fer the Gernon prolotrriss
the dread spectre of ancricrn inparialisn., It is the inverinlist ne-
cecssity to punish rnl restrict Geroeny whicn will be the basis of tho

Aricricon counter-revolution in FBurope.

If the ultinate stage of the degradation of Purope by the Gernan cen- -
tralization of Furopcan capital will be the Gernnn loss of neticsal in-
dependence ~rd the subcrdination of the crrtinents to Ameriecrn iunpovial-
ism, it is in the immincnce ¢f that very degradation that the Gernen
venguard must scck ond inevitobly find the basis for the salvation of
the German prolctariat and  salvation for Europe. The vhoele of Germany
is awnrc of the fact theot its nntionnl in-dcpenience is threatened by
Anglo-Americen imperialism immcdirtely oftcr that dcfeat of Germon
Frscisn which the revolution will certainly ensurc. The revoluticnary
vanguard in the oppresscd countrics, as it sces the monent approaching
when the power will lic in the strcets, vigorously prepares the prelet-
ariat for its scizurc. The vanguard in Gerueny, as it sces the inpend-
‘ing inmperialist denmination of Germany by 4nglo-lmericen impecrialism,
prcpares the Gernen peoplg- for the only road out. It is corcful, how-
cver, to raisc its sloygan ol the national independence of Germany in
such a manner so ~s not to confound it with the national oppressicn of
countrics under Gerran domination. It thereferc wetehes the developing
struzgle and at the correet monent raiscs the slogmn "The workcrs and
peasants of Eurcpe rmst safeguord the Gernon revolution". According

to the success which it has had in forging a unity between the millions
of workcers from the oppresscd countrics and the German prolcetariat, the
~vonguard thercby creates a powerful scntinent ~nong the messces »f the

- Bur.pesn liberated people in suppert of Gernanyls nationnl independence
“and bullds up the consciousncss of unity oong the Duropean prelotarint,
Thus it is the preletarian strugsle for notional independence which
leads the proletariat to internntional sceialicn,

The mnnlysis of thce notional question in Burope thus bepins ond ords
with Gorreny.  vwanl wes apparently (crcly the nawi oand quention T
oppressced burope is in reality the most poweriul adiunct 1o the cohiove-

e

ment o7 the mll-impoctont preletorinn revelubion in bormany ~nd the
Stronscst prorarotion for the defence of the Burepenn :

olotorin®

agains s Anoric n inverislisn, Thus, ocn the Lasis of o sound theoritice
C anAlyeis Lhe v ongused in cacn noationnl unit not only freilitates the
strufsic arnl 5k Gornon Pascism, 1t mobalizes, accordir g b dts stocni-

th , troe whol of the aropeszn proletorint ©o noct the | oericon countor-

revolurion, iLudnv the main b: rrier to the Socinlint unitecd otrtes of

Lurope.

IV , The Socizlist United States of Burepe

Workers Power ILveryvherc

The slogsen of the Socialist United States of Burope 1s & propaganda slo-
goan, and it is clear from the obove that it is by no namner cf meons t
be considercd as o substitute for the nain agitational sloghns, In

onc sphere, in regrrd to the strictly procticnl question of demoralicz-
ing and winning over the Gernen soldicrs in the occupicd countrics,

this slogon of the Socialist United States of Furope can be presented
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as a practical policy; this ~nly in 2 non-ultin~tistic monner, «nd only
by thesc vhh heve or rnu” in action the wight to propognndize £1 such

a prlicy. Harsh cxpcricnce, if not rlunbnt"vv co:n sonse, will teach
the vonguord that it must reserve its nnin stroaghh for its nngs ngito-
tion, phyurcnl strugpgles, cte.

Yct the sceialist slogen, as a prop“gqnlﬂ slogan, is morc thm cver ap-
plicable to the Durcpc of today. The venguoard rmust continually scok
wnys and neans > bring it boforc the workers and, in the circumstoncces
of o collapsing socicty, it c¢can have a nighty reverberation., It is
truc that Buropc now prescnts the specetacle of one doninnting national
strte and nuwncrous oppresscd ccountrics. To judge, however, the wrgency
of the slcgan by this critcerion is a" purcly bourgeois method of analy-
sis. dJudged by the proletarian criterion of class rclation and the

- bankruptcy of the bourgceisic, the slogan stends out as far clescr to
the practical activity of the venguard than cver before., It is the
class reclationship ond the bankruptey of th» bowrgecoisic in Eurepc
which forces the slogen of workcrs power as indissolubly ticd to the
nain agitationzl slogens in cvery Eurcpoan country, and the slogen of
the Socialist U-ited States of Eur)po is nothing rmorc than Workcrs Fow-
cr Everywhere. Oncc this is grasped thcorctlcﬂlly, the bankruptcy of
bourgeois socicty will provide inmanmerable opportunitics for pepular
exposition.

In thc oppressed countries the veanguard in its popular propaganda will
posc the qucstion first of all as the unity of the proletariat of all
thec oppresscd countrics in th01r COrIon strugglo against Hitlcr. It
will strive to build up the consciousncss and ainm of unity anong these
peoples as important for the struggle todeay ond for the consolidaticon
:0f the victory tororrow. Not only this, it poses also in popular forn
tha question of the coning miscry of post-war Burope and the nccessity,
of the workers and peasants themsclves continuing the unity, planning
Anternationally the production and distribution of food, clothing, ctc.
In Poland, the lcadcrs of the underground noverient have alrealy put
forward a concrete schene for a federation stretching from the Baltic
to the Black Sca with the chief ncans of preductis: naticnclized -md
‘with the federal authority having the power to dircet production ac-
$0I01nﬁ to a common plan. Such o proletariet is todey willing to _
“Aisten to propagandn for the SCCl”llnt Unitcd Stotes of Burope. On the
basis of the cormon degradation of oppressed Burope under Hltler, the
Yanguard can posc to the naturc -Buropean proletariat socialisn for two-
thlrdo of Burope. 4and with flexibility and skill, and the confidence
born fron its acknowlcdged struggle ~gainst the conmon oppressor, it

_ poscs the importance, the necessity of adding the German workcrs also
& %o this ncw Burope when they join with th proletariat of Turcpe to

) ‘overthrow Hitler.

" dn Esthonmf, Latvia, Lithuania ~nd 211 the countries threatencd by Stal-
4nist Russia, the venguard follows Lenin's adviee to Poland in 1916 and
tells tnbm with unnnilbatod fronkness that, vhile they nust continuc
Eth01r strugele, not cven a successful wer01ﬂ rcvolution at houe will
Bsave then from Stalinist Russin., Ixcept for these vho belicve in God
‘or Rooscvelt, the sole hope of cven national cxistence lics in stinu-
iatﬁnb a proloi rian revolution in E cope, undcer the present circunm-
sBtances particularly in Gernany. 4Any other coursc wculd be decception
©of the gr0500°t kind. 37!



Not only Coes the vonguard corry -n this propagrada in a populsr form,
The venpguard in Poland, for instarce, forcsceing the niscrable condil-
tion of the trensported Gernan worke »s who now occupy their lind,

and recognizing ~lso the desperate situntion in vhieh these vadll find
themselves as the German defeot approaches, woages o beld propaganda
anong the Polish proletariat and peasantry to offer to these Germans
the opportunity to remain in Polmn’ ond assist in the rebuilding of
the new Burope with the full right of Polish citizenry. In the foe-
torics of occupicd Europe where German workers and cven techniclans
have worked alongside the oppresscd workers, the vanguard urges the
proletariat to take advantage of their increasing ferrs and to offer
_ then also citizenship in the particular country.

On this concrecte basis the vanguard wages a powcrful propagonda for
the new socinlist Buropc. &t the same tinme it gains potential adher-
ents for the struggle against Hitler, and opens up a channel for the
deroralization of the German arny, naking a bridge for its wmorc rap-
id incorporation with the revolutionary clerents at the noment of the
Fascist dcbaclec. , :

The Liberation of the Colonial Countrics

Traditionally associated with the slogan of the Socinlist United
States of Burope is the slogan of liberation fur thce colonial coun-
tries. Through this slogan can best be illustrated the great dif-
ferences between country and country in Burope and ot the same tinc
how closcly propaganda for socialism in certain arcas and in special
spheres, forces itself into the agitation for immediatc nceds. In
Belgiun the slogan for coloninl liberation would have little but
propagendistic appeal; in Holland perhaps a little nore, although
the prolctarinn vanguard in Hollend w uld be criminally guilty if it
allowcd the exiled sovernment to speak of a"new" regime for the East
Indics and did not itself dezl with the question. In Francc, however,
in the prosent poriod, colonial liberation has acquired an irmediatce
urgency far transcending its appeal to the masscs before the loss of
national independcenccee

The French prolctariat is acutely ccenscious of the fact that Sponich
Morocco was uscd as a basis by the Spanish Fascists not only fer sup-
plics but also for nen. The French proletariast has in the past scen
French African troops broupght from Nerth afriea to cow ~nd overawe
the French proletariat beecausce of the obvious differcnces in social
backsround snd appearanccs The French proletariat has scen the men
of Vichy use the French colonial cnmpire, first to collnborate with
the Germans and new with fAnglo-Ancricen imperinlisn; in both instanc-
es, for the purposc of prescrving its profits and its power. It
knows that the national strength of the Viehy counter-rcvolution, its
nortal cncnies, is today based on the posscssion of the Freneh coloni-
al cmpirc in Africa vhich is geographically very ncar to Frence, It
knows, morcover, that in the ermy of Girnud-dcGaulle or deGaulle-
Giraud, there ore many thousonds of Lfricon troops vho arc being pro-
parcd for preciscly the sapre purpose that Freneco usced the Moors. 1%
knows a2lrcrdy or will soon know that Girsud plons to train ~nd orn 2
quarter of a million 4fricen nt ives, oovensibly for usc agninst Gexr-
nany but in rcality to crush the Freneh proletorint. Its hatred for
all the men of Viehy, its fear for wh:t they intend to do after the
liberation, its detcrminntion to prevent it, mnkes the French pro-
letariat nore rendy than cver before to listen to the slogan of col-
onial independence, not indecd for Indo-China, but for North ofrica
todny e ' ~ ' - 27
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Lt the sanme tine the vanguard will be able to link with this the nc-
~cessity for the independence of Spanish Morocco and the overthrow of
Franco as an ind? ipensablc nccessity for the safety of the French pro-
letariat. The vaoguard will be able to point out to the workers not
only that their ovn vital interests arc at stake but that they also
‘have now cxperienced national domination by a foreign power, can ap-
- preciate -the role of the collaborating native rulers, and can therc-
- fore understand the revolutionary socialist appcal to the workers and
pcasants of the colonies. At cvery turn the bankrupt bourgcois soci-
ety compels the prolctariat in defence of its own irmcdiate nceds to
go_beyond the bounds of bourgeois socicty ond thus stumble crapirically
on_socialist territory. C

The Revolutionary Milicu

While the vanguard will naintain the diffrrence between agitation and
propaganda and will not forget the elementary truth that it is always
the immcdiate needs of the masses which form the main driving foree
of any recvolution, it will not forget that at 2 certain stage, the
very urgency of these nceds, the proved incapacity of the bourgeoisie
to satisfy then, inpelling to indcpendent action, crcates in the pro-
le tariat a more than usual receptivity to the most advanced political
propaganda, 4nd this circumstance, noticeable in all rcvoiutionary
periods, that is to say, in pcriods where the masses are taking inde-
pendent action on a national scale, is of particular relevance in
Europe today, owing to the expericnces of the last thirty and parti-
cularly the last four ycars. ALn cxamination of the underground precss
in France will show that despite the urgency of the national cnanci-
pation, questions of socialisn, statism, United States of Burcpe, etc,
arc regulearly discussed in general 2and sonetines in great deteil, not
oniy by proletarian but by bourgcois journals as welle. The leader of
the gencral strike in Luxemburg was a German worker who, when ask:d
by the Gorman court why he had betrayed his nationality rcplied that
he was on international socialist fightimg for the workers of all -
cowitrics. In this charged atmospherc the vmsuard rust present the
fuil socinlist position in both pepula tnl scientific form end
stitvggle for it nore powerfully then cver hotoro.,

T the oppressing countrics he vingutrd, shile raising and enphasiz-
ng the slogon of national indcpendence for the oppresscd pecples,
carlessly couples this with the slosgan of workers power, not only for
craany, Italy, cte., but for workers power cverywhecre -~ from which
lows incvitably the propagsnda siogwt of the Socialist United States
of Purupe.  The vanguord in Cermony w11 repudinte all clains of Ger--
meny to colonies. The vanguard in Gernon  ill agiltate ancng the
§an¢n.poaplc to pledsge not only the restorntion of a2ll the loot of
vagcism fron oppressed Burope. It will wrge then to pledge thenmsclves
today to use the technical skill and industrial orgenization of Gernany
T6r The benefit of all of ruined Europe. Its greatest propogondistic
triumph will be a cenference representative of nll nationalities in
Germany which, while cnbodying these declaroations in a manifcsto o

the opprassed pcoples, will yct denounce Hitler s~nd Faseisn os the

naiy cneoyv ot home and abroad, ‘
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The ranguord 211 over Lurope knows the differcnce between propaganda

and agitaticn, but it recognizes the differecnce between stable capit-
alist socicty ~nd a socicty in collapsc. It repudintes the idea that

the masses do not want to hear sbout socialisn today, and vhencver
Hitler, Laval, or any of thc other Quislings or Gernan Gnuleiters

Nokes national addresses to the people about socialisu, it unhesitat- 993
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insly scizes the oppertunity to explain to the rassces of the pcople
whit socialisn really is, its perversion by Fascism, and will show
thnt the Fascists pervert ond appropriatc the tern socialism in oxder
to prevent the Buropean nasses fron carrying out not only what is 4dcar
1o fheir hearts but what is the only mecans of saving Europe from ruin,

Th~ vanguard to the best of its ability, places beforce the pcople not
cnly the classical formulac of socialism, but outlines the first
stages of the cconony, the press, cducation, ectce upder socialism. In
this way the instincts of the masses arc concretisede

The vanguard is small but in the present crisis it will constantly
rereriber the words bf Marx aftcr he dissolved the First International:
"Phe international activity of the working-class does not by any ncans
dcpend on the existence of the International Workingnmen's Association,
This was only the first attenpt to createa central organ for that ac-
tivity." This is a profound warning. Neither on the naticnal nor the
incernational field is the working-class helpless until it is instruc-
ted by a few theoreticians. - We have scen in Polend and in Germany

the working-class instinetively laying the basisg for*the ncw -intcrna-
tional order. The vanguard rmust build a vevolutionary insgrument
suitable for the tasks of the proletariat. But it cop do so.only if
it so clucidates the concrete situation so as *to meke the nost ad-
venced and resolute participants in the struggle rccognize that a
venguard does not only fight for the tasks of the nonment. It . is in
tne cfforts of the vanguard to develop the ¢lements of the new .
soclety energing in the concrete struggle of the masses that the ad-
vanced workers rccognize both the role of the proletariat and the role
ol the vanguard in the crcation of the new societye.

Vo. Revolutionary Perspecctives

The Dual Powor

Th. fundanmental weakness of the Furopean prolctariat is the absance i
of rny trained and organized revolutionary perty. For.this recason .
tii: conscious seizure and consolidation of power by sny scction of the
proletariat, immediately succceding the naticnal liberation, is by all.
historical precedents and present prospgets cxtrencly unlikely. "The

ne ot reasonable expectation is that at the ecnd of the war the prolet-
ariat through its factory cormittecs, pcasant cormittecs, sovicts,

and other orgens ‘of recsistance should seize the property of the collab-
orators, establish workers contreol in all factorics ~nd, in 2 nanner
similar to the Catalonian revolt in 1936, actnally forn what will be

de facho governments over large scctions cf the continent. The

Totorning bourgeoisic will then try to regain possession of the coun-
tricse This will inaugurate the period of dual power.

The M=rxian terminology must be here defined with sonc rigidity in

order to avoid confusion. The bourgedis-democratic regime is the re-
gine in which the workers have not crcated organizations to challenge ‘)
the power of the bourgeoisic. There is only a single power, bourgeois .
power, and the working-class organizetions, trade unions, labor pare
tics, ctc. are recognized by the bourgeoisie snd in turn submit to it.
The dual power begins when the workers have crecated factory committees
ox, soviets which opcnly contcnd with the bourgeoisie for tho whole or
part of the power. If thesc organizations are beaten down, the 374_ o
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bourgeois regine, with or withowt denocerecy, 1o once nore re-cstnblicsh-
cd.

If the first cruption of the Burcpeen preletariat tokes place in Ger-
mony with the full participation of the inportced Buropcan workers, the
dunl power in the occupiced countrics will assunc a particulqar ly sharp
and unbcarable intensity. dnerican imperialism ond Buropean socialism
will stand face to fzee., If the German revolution hgs behind the
othors or docs not teke place at nl1l, the ducl power in the occupicd
countrics is likely to be of an entircly diffcront character. The
task herc is not g cculation =hout unpredictnable things but to teach
the prolectariat by word ﬁnd dccd the 1nport1ncc of tho German rcvolu-
tion. .
.The sccond stage of the proletarian revolution dcpends upon nany foc-
tors besides the rclation of forces established by the action of the
proletariat and the consolidation of the vanguard. The coursc of the
war is not purcly a nilitary qucstion. Ideas becoriec a forece when
seized uvpon by the masses, and the idea of the masscs all over Europe
that thc decisive clash is necar is a powerful factor forcing the situa-
tion to a climax. Owing to the very wcakness of the vanguard, however,
the futurc revolutionary course dcpends heawily upon the military de-
eisions of the imperialist war, upon thce points chosen for attack by
the Lllied imperialists, upon tho disposition of thc forcecs at the
monent of victory, on the character of the decisive defcats inflicted
‘and sustﬂlned by Gernany (and not any temporary arrangenents preceding
4those "militeary deccisions of a violent nature,") on the pa rtlculﬁr
moment when the brecak in the morale of armies ond civilien populations
takes place. Thesce factors arc so unpredictable in themsclves and soO
eloscly intertwincd that an cxamination of possibilitics cen oniy
return to the starting premisc of any natiennl liberatien in the
coning period. 4t a particular stage Germon Foscisn vill collapse ond
the Europecan prolotcrl % will face thc problen of power against the
American bourgcoisic pushing in front of it its Buropcon satcllitesy’
‘The qucstion of thesvbordination of revolutionory detachnents to
Anblo-“mallcnu inperialisn is ~ concrcte question which crm only be
denlt with on the spot ~nd in cny cnsc is stricetly cubordinote to the
- main politicnl question, the mobiliz~tion of the masses foxr the
@geizurc cf power.

The American bourgeoisic is undoubtedly preparing to scize all strat-
egic positions on the continent. It will bring ruuch-neccded focd nnd
elothes and medicine. It will be weleoned nt first. The chicf cnery
of its corly success herce is the revolution in Gernony. It is this
Jevolution lending Europe which con unite the Buwropeon proletnriat,
shﬂrpcn apprccintion of Anbr1Cﬂ'° volc, and 4o nmore thon ~nything clsc
to awakcn the proletarist of 4ncrica, Britnin and Stolinist Russia.
But the rore clearly onc visunlizes Lho cnornhus counter-rovolutionnry
potentialitics of the Lnericmn  bourgeoisic ond of Stnlinisnm, the
nore urgent it becomes to ploce beferc tia proletnrint, tUu”V’ the
necessity to struggle for UO“VLJS DOWCY 7. A vwolotwriﬂn ity in the
present stage. It is  on this theorcticel bnsis that the Iﬁ;opnhn Vo
guard paty can be founded. It can be founded on ho other,.

The Creation of a Party

- The venguard is in no way cast down by the snnll and disorganized chor-
acter of its forces. 1943 is not 1917. It knowsz that therce are hun-
drcds of thousnds of ol revelutionrrics snd frosh clements in Burope
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who arc or will be galvanized into action by the historical erisis,
It indulges in no speculntions ns to whet cr a party can be built in
time but scts to wor:. The vangunrd above all is carcful nat to malke
eny practicnl opposition between or two scparate entitics of the cob-
Jeetively developing rcevolution and the suhjective nccessity which
expresses itself in the crention of a revolutionary party. It repudi-
ates that distortion of Leninist doctrine which teaches that in Europe
 today the vanguard cnnnot agitate for the scizure of power "because
~there is no party." The vanguard works on the principle that the pore
- powerfully the vangumrd, on the basis of the concretely dcveloping
situation, dirccts the workers towmrd independent organization ~nd a
rcevolutionary workers governnent built upon thesc organizotions, the
‘morc casy and rapid becomes the creation of the revolutionary party.

The vanguard, both in Buwrope ~nd clscvwhere, must guard agninst sowing
and thercfore against cultivating unhistorical illusions. In the
enornous compiexity of the Buropcon situntion, comprising hundrcds of
nillions of pecople, in thc greatest crisis of history, it is salutory
to remember that the essential movement of 1life takes richer ~nd more
~uncxpected forms than can be cmbraced in any theory. But for that
:very rcason, difficult as it is with the material at hand, it is ncc-
essary to map the thcorctical chart with 2ll possible cxacting care

" 80 as to avoid the danger of losing oricntation in the swirl of cvents,
So great a change as facces. Europe is not acconplished in a day or in

a ycar without advances ond sctbacks. The Russian Revolution hes
given us a falsc conception of the rapidity of recvolutionary develop-
wiocnt. The French Revelution lasted for years. The workers, as so
often in a revolutionary crisis, mey nccd a period of rest ond a
hysical, mental and politienl rcorpganizotion immediately after their
first torrential outburst. The Ewropean vorkers have passed through
much., During this period, they will hope to safesuard the essential
positions that they have gnincd. However, aftcr their expericnce
during the last four years, they will hold the center of the Eurnpecan

Buropecan socicty will scc many strange changes unpredictable at the
Present noment. sneriem inmperialisn may find itself in the first
Btage compelled to cnter into dirccet cooperation with the proletarioat,
Thc proletariat in a particular country nay deecide, in the abscnce of
. full-fledged revolutionary orgsnization, to fellow sone dictator
who promiscs far-reoching cconomic nmeasurcs at the price of sone of
dts livertics. Whatever the forms, they will revolve around the pro-
letariat until its cyes are gouged out, its hands tied and its legs
rokcn. Unshokeable in this confidence, the vanguard todoy will only
e a vonguard if, while acting with the workers, it points out to then
hat in the approaching culninati-n of bourgenis bankruptcey, power
¥ill be in the streets, could be theirs if only they seize it, ond
hat without proletarian power there is no futurc for Europe. Thesc

¢ the fundancntal historicnl truths of the present period and these
‘must guide the vanguerd in its immcdintc actions ~nd its plans md
‘hopes for the futurc, ' a

VI, The Tasks of the Anmerican Party

The revolutionary vangusrd in Aneries is not ot all a passive or even
‘nerely a sympathetic specetator of +hesc cvents, It must enter into
then actively ~nd with the fullest z2dnscinsusness of the rele that it
‘has to play. The Jancricmn bourgecisic beig the mnin obstacle in the
peth of the successful socinlist revolut’ 1 in Barope,. the lnericon
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porty riust sce its tnsks clenrly rml o~ t wpon thei v thodically ~nd
with vigor, '

) It must show to the advenced worker:s thot in the s~ne vny that
the defe~t of the Gernan proletarint hng resulted in such o crtrs-
trophe for Europe ~nd the world, so the defert of the European soc-
ialist revolution by Americen inperinlisn must have ultimtcly disas-
trous conscquences for the americemn workers. 4t the some time it
nust constontly berr in nind ~nad by prececept ~nd ex~mple show to the
fnericen workers thnt the enly pessibility of ~ctive interveontion by
the Jinmericnn prolctrrint depends upon the strge of hostility which
the proletnriat as a vhole has renched in regrrd to he Anericnn bour-
geoisic on issucs that affcet it on o nationnl scnle. The vangueord
points out to thc advanced Ancricon workers the extreme political

ackwordness of the sncricen proletarict ~nd cmphasizes to then thot
the frece and untr-macled developnient of the Europeon revolution is
the most powerful potentinl force for rnising the politic~l conscious-
ness of the Lncrican proleteriat, Thus it will be able to ncet in-
ternal rcaction and prepare for its rightful place as the X ader of
world socinlisn. Nevertheless, vhile the revolutionary suphcaval in
Furope will assist the 4nericon prolet-riat to rccognize its historic
- tasks, the best assistnnee the Incrienn venguard ~nd the odvanced
workers can give to this revolution is the rclentless prosceution of
the class struggle in Anerieca,

2) The vengunrd nust ot the same tine, however, coumter the cloud of

lies end confusion nbout the Buropern siturtion so unceasingly nonu- ;
fectured by 211 orgns. of bourgcois opinion. This if con do nost
clenrly ~nd convincingly by following the Buropeson situntion with the
interest and attention thot it would give to o reovolubicnnry situction

' in lexico or Canesda. By its own deeply-felt intercst not so muich in
the national and internmticnsl noncuvers f the bourgevisic but in the
strenucus study nnd analysis of the actunl strugslces of the workers
for indepcndont action, it can stimulnate ~nd inpregnnte the advancced
workers of lnerica with the idens nnd give then nn invalunble concrete
education in the truc neening ~nd historicsl signific-nce of the cone-

- cepts: class struggle, independent action, internaticnnl solidarity,
socialisnm or barbarism; to give then sn inv~lusble concroto training .
infﬁhg opparent sinplicity but profound conplexity of th¢ Marxist
method, , '

3) It has a spcelal responsibility to take the offensive on behalf of
the German proletariat and the torturces which Jsmcrican inperialisn is
breparing for it. This, the dcfence of the Gernan prolctariat, is an
urgent and nccessary task Tor transcenling in importm ce any other
partieular task which falls upon the party in conncetion with the
national question and the sccialist recvolution in BEurope. The Tate

of the German proletariat is and mist be scen to be our special con-
cern. The Germen pcople and the Gernan vanguard nced this and vwill
need it for ycars to conc. '

4) In its presentation of the national aspirations of the Europcan
beoples oppresscd by Hitler, it takes carc to Placc this always in

its proper Buropcan perspective and to make clecar that the national
revolutions in Furope today arc mercly the form assuncd by the ad-

Vancing socialist revolution.

5) It undertakes a spceial apitation a) anens the scaricn and b) anong
the various languagc groups in the United States and sceks to crcate 377
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here a unified sentiment favorable to the struggle for the Socialist
United States of I'wope, hostile to "he barbarcus nationalisn of bour-
geois socicty, and ready to intcrven against the «american counter-
revolution both here and abroad.

6) The party acts in the knowledge that nany 4mericans will play and
arc alrcady playing a positive rolec in the prescnt and coning cvents
in Burope, a role which may in cortain arcas and at critical nernents
be decisive,

7) To these cnds the party builds a campaign, within the party and
without, around this rcsolution and the ideas.contained in it,

July 20, 1943
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