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INTRODUCTION:

an fol1ow1né document was presented to the
Nationel Committee during the discussion on the Ameriecn
question, The writer believes thet 1t will form & eontribution
of importance to tpe membership in the party diécussion on
this question; He has not attempted to change it in any way
exeeptvto make a few corrections here end there, Tuis accounts
for the form in which it eppears.

J.Ro J‘o
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THE LABOh PARTY, OLD AND NEW

.I. The Bourgeoisie and the State

1. Profits

For a quarter of & century Eefore 1914 the sobiaiization of pro-
duction, in the United States as elsewhere, led to the domination of' trusts.

.In Europe by 1914 the consummate expr9031on of this was the irternaticnal cars’

tel. After ¥orld Wer I, the crisis of 1929 and the preparstion for #ierld Tar
II led to the super-lmp051t101 on the certel systen of gradual snd increasing
state control of the whole national .econony. Vhereess immediately after l\iorld
War I private cepital rapidly disembarassed itself of the economic control gs-
sumed by the stste during the war, the increasing socializstion of productlon
during the last quarter of a century end the rapidly chenging social conscious-
ness oi the masses of the people ‘meke 1t impossible ‘for private control ever
to resume the position of dom;natlon wuich it formsrl" held. The statifica-
tion of the economy in the intezesps ¢f privsate profit is the inevitable trend
of the developing capitelist economy. Werld Yer II hes completed this process
of stetificetion, in the United Stites es elsewhere. Lhctever retrogression
mey teke place stete control is now cnd will .more end more obviously be the
axis of economic, political gnd social’struggles in the United States.

During the yezrs 1959—1943 the state hes become the greLtest 31ngle capi-
talist owner in the country.v”

. It now owns one-fifta o! the nction 's m@nufacturlng plent, most.of it con-
centreted in the new industriés whlch promise to oceupy & key pesition in the

‘economic world of the future.

The government tousy 15 the nrtxon s b1ggest customer.

Wherens in Vorld ¥er I only qugrter of the n:tloqul production wrs pur-
chcsed by the government for thLe wer mrchine todry more thon 50% of the entire
industriel output is amrnufzctured rft the government's orders. This has led to

 extreme centralizs tion of the economy so thiti almost 50% of government contrects

ere in the hends of ¢ few girnt corporctions. iMoreover, by mecns of cllocction
of rew materizls, its control of fgriculturcl production, priority grtings :nd
price fixings, it hrs over—"ll control of tho entire economy.

Privete copitel recognizes thft the asterirl end technolcgiczl superiority
of the government's capitcl, coupled with the enormous control cnd ruthority
which it zlready exercises, crertc the grestest drnger thet it hes yet met to
its undisputed sway. fGhrough Jssse Joncs, ouc of its spokesmen in the govern-
ment, private cspit-l huS rlrecdy leid clcim thot this vest industrizl empire
be dlverted into prlvbtc ‘hrnds end used not for the benefit of the mrsses of
the people, but subordingted to the interests of privcte profit. Yet vh'teve1
cgreements the bourgeoisic as a whole m~y conc to on the disposition of the
governmcnt-owned ecpitcl, 1t vill not clter the fect thot there rre serious
dif ferences between the bourgeoisic ¢s to the future of Aiericrn economy. One
section, &s represented by the N. A. ., wishes to drive -the government out
of industry, ns much end s quickly ¢s possible, to lover wrges tnd thus rcise
profits. It proposes by old-frshicned exprnsionism ¢nd pre-1214 impericlism
on & globzl scrle to restore the expiring "wyncmism® of ‘Ameriecsn crpitclism.
Neither in its impericlictic «ims nor in 1ts internsl -economnic pollcy hzs this
grouping the slightest chene of meking © success of its plrns. I. even through
the Republicrn P.rty, it should comeé into power, the whole internel economic
ond socicl situcztion will compel it to exercise thc very stuto control which
it nov theoreticrlly opposss. To this grouping there i's a’'pronounced fescistic
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wing composed of the representatives of hecvy industry, for exsmple, ¥ord,
and expressed in the ectivities of the McCormick press.

The other scction of the beurgeocisie is'rcprasented by the MNew Detl bu-
resucrrey in Vicohington. Kootsd to the cepitclist system and yvet distrust-
ful of it, it.lives im mortel Tésr of foscism on the one herd, 7nd the work-
ing cless revolution on the -other, It proposss by public works &nd fisual
menipulction to offer to the cupitrlists on the one hend, guercateed nstkots
end guarsnteed profits, and to the workers on the other, the mtintenzncs of .
weges, democritic righis end the extension of soeirl insurcnce. Trus it hopes
to meintain economic stebiiity end social pecce, not forgetting cmoluments,

.power rnd patroncge which it hrs accumulcted ond hopes to extend. But the

sharpening of the interntl cless strugele rnd tke vorld situction drives this
group tc ineressingly recctioniry steps. Where Ruosevelt formeriy incorpor-. .
tted Republicon politicel lecders (Kiox &nd Svimson) into his administvution, ,
he now incorporttes actunl menbers of the‘ccpitelist cless as peid funetion-.
sries of the state. Tue war h-s resulted in'c big incresse of the persomnel
of Big Business in the Auministreticn. & Rockefeller in chrrge of Latin
Arericen effzirs, the victory of Jcnes over Tillree, the cppointment of Herri-
men es cmbrssrdor to Russie end, most importent, of Siettinius es essistont

to Hull, indicate that if not.'by victory of the Kopublicen perty et the pslls,
tien by infiltrntion, the personal and direct represcntgtives of Big Business
will inereesingly hendle tue contrcls of the stete economy. . .

But the secme cnpitalist controdictions'vhich left the U.S. with 10 mil-.
lion unemplored efter seven years of the New Decl &re now operating with in-
finitely grerter force, rnd these will not be substantinlly chenged by ¢ vic-
tory of 1944 cither of Republicens or Denocrats. The socirl charecter of
the productive fcrces, the result cf the sccinlizution of production, shifts
power to zdaministrative becerds, sontrclling cll eccnomic end scciel relrtionse

.Congress is reduced more cnd more to being ¢ registrent cf décisicnsvsﬁd a

sounding-board fer propegends and cgitation. The bourgecisie is deterained ;. |
tc ccntrol these bocrds in the future. Thus, ‘vhetever its different sections
mey hove in their hesds, the objective movement of the econcuy &nd the necd
for profits will compel even the most fencticcl advocetes Jf & return.tc pri-
vete crpitelism tc -suffer, 1f nct edvocaie, & widening imtcrference hr tae
state in the normrl eccncmic life of the country. This, clecr to the bour-
gecisie todsy, will be.clerr to the people tomorrow. S

. The bourgeoisie , foreseeing tn early end to the wor in Europe, is al-
rerdy negotirting for reconversion of industry to pence ti.ae production
end cencellotion:of war contrcets with lerge advéntcges for itself; the eco-
nomic consequences’ of demobiliz-tion with which these :re relcted ore en-
tirely beyond the cepucity of priv-te ccpitel to hundle. In these prcblems
which will domincte the imnedirte post-war period, cll mejor decisions will
be in the htnds of the stote. o '

2, - The Claés Struggie : LA

The bourgeoisie recognizes quite clearly, however, thrt rfter the de-
monstrntion of the pover of production afforded by the wrr, it must solve
the problem of  unemployment or frece  the socisl revolation. But sr.vings, bocm
due io del-ycd.consumption demnd, delryed demobilizstion. public works, «@ll
these cre ultim-tely powerless before the contrediction betuéen the vastly
increased productive power-end the limitstions of the crpitclict merket . Whete
ever their plens, the bourgeoisie will be‘compelled to turn more fnd more to
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the government. But it cennot merely offer chrritcble employment to the
working clcss. In cepitrlist society, whetever steps tho government mey
teke to regulete crpit:l must be accompzcnied by end inevitobly lecd to gov-

. ernment rcgulction of the independent activities of libor uniens.: At pres-

.ent this is donc by public pressure upon lebor lecders under the slog:n of
national defenss. But,, coupled with open mcasures like the Smith-Comn: 1y,
there is an unceasing series of rdministrstive decisions tcken by the WIB
cnd the WiC, £11 designed .to cripple cnd to homstring frce union cetivity.
The next stege, so far successfully resisted by the government, is the sub-
stenticl incorporstion of 1cbor lécers into the edministirctive buresusracy.

: When the docile leaders f‘il to qulet or subdue the morkingclgss s ul-
timntely they must fril, the next stege for the bourgeoisie is Fascism. The

. powerful MNcCormick preéé, &1l through the war, has called upon the soldiers
to seize the wealth of the country when they return, es open £nd direct en
cgitetion for frscism c¢s it is possible to imagine et this stoge. The Ameri-

- een bourgeoisie is obviouslr preparing on :11 fronts to disrupt, demorclize
&nd es soon s is necesszir, better down the Anericcn workingcless.

' The Americen Proletcriat end the State

- The key to the understcnding of the cless struggle in Amcrice is 2 cor-
rect estimate of.the social end politiccl development of the Americen prole-
.-tariat. At such.c¢ time ¢s this the backwardness denoted by the obsence of
:independent pOllthfl brg@nlzctions must be seen in historical perspective,
- - nationel &nd, above all, internation“l.

- The Americrn bourgeoisie, undomineted by feudal relctions, showed the

. European bourgeoisie the road to the French revolution. The Civil Ver ini-
tieted the movement bmong the Buropeen working cl:s sses which led to the
formrtion of the First Intecrnationul cnd culminsted in the Peris Commune.
The Americen proletsrinst led the European in the struggle for the eight-
hour ‘dey rnd public educetion. After 1865 the expension to the West eased
the politicsl pressure of the proletariat upon the Americzn bourgeoisie, but

 novhere in Europe wes the Americen proleteriat exceeded in thc militeney of
its industrirl struggles. The sbsnece of feudel tredition, the frecdon from
the feer of invesion, end theé whole historicél development heve imbusd the

.. Americen proletzriet with ¢ remerkeble boldness in the pursuit.of its aims
such s it sees them., In the . 20th century this is as true rs it was in the
19th. Europe h:s never scen industriel struggles like the sit-down strikes
in 1936, Thus, in the economic fiecld from 1965 to 1936, the!record of the
Americen proletcriat is clear. It is ﬁbsolutely impossible,for this nctional
cherocteristic not to be reproduced now thet the limits of Americen expon-
sionism free the proleteriat with the n006531ty of pOllth[l org,nization.
It is from here thet e must begin.

The kKussirn Kevolutic , the dlsillusionment with ¥orld h r I, the rise
of Fescism, hrve been powerful sources of politicnl fertilization cmong o
proletariat alreedy hL.tOllCFlly gifted vith such precious checrecteristics,
olthough the full conscquencés of this will not be fully rppreciasted until
the socicl crisis retuslly grips the Unived States. Moré obvicus hrve bcen
the socirl consequences of the great depression of 192¢ The most striking
sub jective dcvelopment is £ preveiling skepticism of tﬂu future of existing
society, most eruily recognized in the hldesprb(d ferr, il not conviction, of
¢ trencndous and 1ncv1table depression'vftcr the present wzre. The most con-
~ crete expression of tlhe 1929 expericnee wos the orgenizeotion cf the CIO, onc
“+ of the grustest ~nd most significcnt chepters in the history of. lebor enywhere
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In 1910 the Notionel assources Bo rd rcportecd to the Prcsident cs T
en th¢ "basic chorncteristics™ ot the Amzricun economy: “Moreover, s people
becomne incre-singly avnre of the discreprney betueen rich recources eund poor
results in living end cs the ineffectiveness in the orgenizsation of rousourccs
becowes more clsur, ¢ sense of socir]l frustr-tion must devclop end be reflec~
ted in justified socicl unrest cnd uncveidsble friction. Individuesl frustro-
tion builds into socirl frustretion. 4nd socinl frusirstion is quite as like-
.1y te work itself out in soci~lly destructive &s in sogirlly constructive
vieyse..The opportunity for a higher standard of living is so grert, the so-
cial frustretion from the feilure to obtain it is so recl, thet otuer metns
will.undoubtedly be. scught if & democrctic solution is not vorked out. The
time for finding such a solution is not ualimited,” Such wes ¢n exsci rep-
resentation of tho complex sociel .relations in the USA in 193¢,

I, thc war has encrmously sherpened the contrediction between tho pro-
ductive pover end the capicity of the copitslist merket, it hes still more
prepcred the proletetiat for ths recognition of the contrgdlctlon betueen the
needs of cepitel end the cspirstions of the grect messes of the people. By
the millions, men have becn torn from their homes :nd passed through the mili-
-tary machine. By the milliona the morc brekwerd elcments heve bsen dregged
from rural stngn7ition, women from their homes ~nd the petty beourgeoisie from
offices, end hurled into the disgipline of lerge-scele eecpitalist production,
The country has undergone a-profound socisl upheeval, the grecrtest the pro-
letariet hes ever knotn. Nover has there been such an uprcotlng in Aseriern
life.

”he working clsss ¢t the seme time, as is iLevit ble in modcrn wer but
more particulcrly in this cno, hes roceived an extensive educction in the re-
elities of polities on boti © nationel end internctionnl serle, The unique
succoss of Villkie's "One Vorld" was fer more & politicel than a literary
phenomenon. :

~This unprecedentei dislocetion of normsl existence, =0 fruit ful oeither
in revolutionary or. counter-revolutionary possibilitiee, hes been done under
the direct czegis of the government. Directly ¢nd indirectly the government
hes interfered in end controlled every espect .0of eccnomic end socizl life,
fron wages, workirg conditionc, food end clothes, to the dete of the concep-
tica of children ¢nd, in the «rmy, evea to the right to morry.

After Yorld Wor I the resestment of the working clecss ageinst 211 thet
it hrd to suffer wzs directed more zpeinst liorgrn, Vall Strect end privete
czpitel then the goverpment. In World Wer II the hostility «¢nd the escsper-
etion re<ult1nb from the stetificetion of the economy snd the strcin of the
war, hove been directed «s much cgainsy the governaent :s rgninst priv:ite c =
pitsl., The course of the nluors' strike, undert«kep ~gtinst the full power
of beurgecis society cnd its stcte during wrr ti..e, shcws how deep is the
current dissatisfroivion cacng the workers with the existing strie of tffeirs
tnd their ccunsciousness of the center of responsibility.

The governmznt, hi.s recognized this end in its efforis to counterrct the
deep anti-wir fecling, the scepticism which wics the cfterasth of World wer I
-and the sufferings of the people, hrs trken upon itself througin its h.ghest
~officisls, the President ¢nd the Vice-President, to stimulete the masses by
vegue but ccnstontly reiteroted promises of repﬁvment for the seorif ices of
the wer by the ebclition of whet the .workers endured in the pre-rner period.
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The culminating festure of the whole experience, however, while it per-
meates the consciousness of the grert masces of the people, is cs yet being
held in solution. But it will brerk forth with irresistible force as socn
a8 the masses feel upon them tie inev1trble pressure of ccpitelist brnkrupt-
¢y. It is this:

To the meny-millioned moss t1rerdy scgnplc 1 of "free enterprise”, the
war-effort of the stete hes demonstrrted taoat e governm,nt by plenned use of
the Americen - productive sv=tem Lcen create £ society of Tull employment ~nd
plenty for cll. )

At the prsent moment the prcletéritt is in a state of sullen suspicious-
ness directed tovard the cepitrlist class in ‘general =nd the Roosevelt Gov-
ernment in particular. Like the Jbourgeoisia, it confidently expects thut
the var at least in BEurope is ‘ngar enough to 1ts conclusion to justify in-

‘tensive prepﬂretions for the post—mvr period. "The end of this phtse of the

wer cen be the signal for the outbreak of, the shqrpest clsss strugglcs. It
mey even be impossible for the. bourgp01s1e to suppress them before the actuel
end of hostilities in.Europe. It is not impossible thet £ bresck with Roose-

. velt may come befcre the 1944 elections. Such events tre quite unpredict-

eble. - The deeisive question, however, is thet, elthough contredictory currents
move emong the working class, yet, 6 & Wholu,rlt knouh what it waents £nd in
millions, in its edvsnced groups, is ‘determined to heve it. It is conscious.

of grect chenges ahecd in 5001ety both 't home end. gbroed, It knows that la-
bor is destincd to play 2 grest .pert in these chenges. Even the ceutious
Murrey hcs steted thet "lebor must reise its heights to include more than
matters of dues-paying membership or contrects, weges, hours and working con-
ditions, to include the er ire renge of our politicsl, economic, socitl ond
culturel life,"

The millions oi rcturnlng solclers h Vo one uncompromlalnb demend, . full
emplcymcnt; enother demand, onportunltles for education, show thot thcy will
not tolerate ¢ rgturn to the Pre-wer conditions. As cleerly s if in the
palm of the hend e’n be secn both the objeetive end subJectlva.elcments.of
e socicl crisis which oncc strrtpd will rzpldly poge the mest fundrmentel
problems of SOCletV .

III. The‘pegzy bburgeéisib hndﬁihe:NGgQOés

.

The con901ousncss of socirl crlsl ond thp OOﬂlngtlnb role of the state
is not =nd could nct be confln d to. th@ pIOlctsrlft.. The tccnn1c1<n ond

.other professionsl’ c*nsscs, "the. mountlng nllllons of the stutc bureaucraey,
"incre-singly feel the mcrcllcss Pressure of gcvbrnmunt t*xatlon upon them.

The medicsl profgsblon is in turm01l over the cert: inty of government inter-
vention. Aftcer z period of eCIIPSb, the Téchneerats s, well-finrneced, cre

once more meking ¢ pseudo-revolutionsry bid for thy support of these groups,
on the brsls of scientific orggnlzatlon of . soc1oty by government, Small
business has been ruined by the wer end nes s.en.the povier cf the stute shame=

"lessly used for the benéfit of the big 1ndustr1 :lists., The smzll fermers,

long accustomed to look to the stete for bubsldl s_and ralief of ¢ll sorts,
ere todo -y more taen evcr dopbndent upon 1t.

In Europe, during periods of grect socil unrsst, thesc sections of so-
cicty, usu~lly begin By grovite ting in lrrge ‘numbers tom-rdq &n fllquCO

" with the lebor movement. In the U,5. lcbor Hes not yet put itself for.ard

as an egent for the recons“ruction of sccicty ~s & whole. Instcrd of being

necepted os an clternztiv; power for control cf the stto, 01g niz ed lebor
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is regord.d by the petty-beurgeoisic either es o scetionsl grouping which is
justified in fighting fer ite strictly industrirl rights, or as r source of
unrcst #nd violence which must be, rt lcust, curbed in the interests of so-
ciel peoce. A skillful proprgendridirected torerds the fermers poertreys the
Mextrovegent® douwends of lebor unicns ¢s the erusce of all rursl difficultics.
This view has m-de hendwry prrticul: rly in the South. The insistencc cn
#frce enterprisc cs the busis of our free institutions" which is ths stock-in-
trade of Villkie seeks to frighten ihe smll copitclist with the speétre of
"state socislism” and to terrerize the petty-bourgecis demccrats with the idea
~of dietetorship. The rttempt to dc the scme ond ¢ t-the scae-time to cppeal
40 ths lebor vote is the besis of the ludicrous contrrdictiens in wihich vel-
lece so often finds himself., B :

‘From their very ignorence of the role lrbor ¢n play in the reccnstruc-
ticn of society, progrissive petty bourgecis élements cre driven tc plrce
more ond more relirnce on the Rocscvelt Government end the New Decl Adminis-
tretion. In the absence ¢f r lebor progrem which they cecn understend the
more rescticnary or the mc:: timid elements sre ripe for fcstism. The Town-
send movement end the Ham.tnd Eggs movement in Californis, show how reedy fer
rediesl socicsl solution, under th: gegis of governument, rre lerge sections
of the neecr-proletcrien populetion.” The millions of rurzl cnd petty bcur-
gecls elements who have been cctspulted into industry rre on unsteble e¢lement
which at the cnd of the wer.i7ill bs open to the powerful political impress
sither of crgepized lmbor or of fascist resction. R o

[ Suaspheit

The Negroes - . . -

The Négroes during the last four years have undergcne e intensive
political development. Their pariah status in hmericen society made them
that seotion of the U.S., population least susceptitle to the bourgeois fraud

“of "war for. democrgcy". - From the start of ‘the war effort they have coxbined
actucl repudiation or tactical acceptance of "war for democrscy" with the
most militent struggle for all their rights in every sphere of imericen life.
The persecutions to which they heve been subjected in the armed forces and
the hypocrisy of the government in its pretended desire to integrate thom
into the industry, heve unlocsed e wave of hetred cirected against the gov-
ernment, the police, the persecuting elements in the South end ‘the hoodlums
in the grest cities who have resented the efforts of the Negro to schieve
ccmplete citizenship. Despite inevitsbls frictions and the racial incitec-
ment of u Klux slan end fascistic elsments the lehor movement has on the
whole showu & readiness to accept th: Negro into its renks. But the general
socisl upiecvel snd exasperations of the wer end the uncoapronising and ag-

_gressive sttitude of the younger Negrose nave resulted ia & series of racial
outbreaks, which presege 1 =2 fiercest struggles in the inevitable crisis of

_post-war bourgecis societr. The Negroes themselves &re ac & whecle overwhelm-
" ingly favoreble to the-lebor movement - in gencral, but the lebor movement,

. here es elsewhere, lage behind in its conscicusness that labor mustv leed the

Negrocs not only in 1ifting the trede union disebilities but elso in breaking
gillthe cheins of social prejudice end discrimination which still bind them.

Disillusionnent with the Koossvelt Government, particulerly in its treat-
‘ment of Negroes in the Army, hes left the Negroes in & situation in whiech,
tor the presen:, the most militant elements turn to secrct arming for sglf-
defence and uets of explosive viclence without well-defined eim. Among the

Negrocs more then in suy other section of the community is thoe sentinent wide-
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spread that things. cannot continue as they heve in the past and thet the gov-
ernment is responsible. The twists end turns of the FEPC, the astounding
proposal of Biddle to exclude Southern Negroes from the greet Northern cities,
shows the nervousness and impotence of the kooscvelt burcaucracy before this
grave sociel problem. Wherees the reel crisis of Negro relstions with the
rest of the community did not bresk out until sfter the end of ¥orld War I,
the pitch of the present tensions can be judged from the fect thet they heve

‘exploded 211 over the country well before the end of the wer. A lebor program

for the reconstruction of socicty, in which redress of the legitimate grie-
vences of the Negro people occupy & prominent and unquestioned plece, can
unloose that revolutionery current Which is neerest the surfsce in the USA
todey. On the other hend, unemployment end the tensions end fears it will

‘bring could eesily result in fretricidal struggles end ¢ weckening znd demor-
- alization cmong the great messes of the people, lcbor, Negroes ond the petty

bourgeoisie. Willkie is doing his best to turn the dissetisfection of the
Negroes to the adventege of the Republican Party cnd can do reel demcge here
to their stecdy but slow process towards unity with the labor movement. The
foscist elecments heve alre  dy shown themselves quite ¢ware of the possibili-
ties of disrupting lcbor which sre cffered to them by the extremely tense re~
ciel situetion, ' '

. - -

IV. The Lcbor Pfrty'

Both the bbJectlve and sub;ectlve 31tuutlon in Americc therefore not
only demend but are favorcble for the emergence of labor as lezder of Ameri-
cen society in ppposition to the bourgeoisie. Yet the outstanding feet is
thet the American proletarict lr cks independent politiccl organizetion et e
time when.politiccl orgenization wes never more needed. This is the poli-

 tiecsl tesk, to help the proleteriat express its asspirations in program and

orgrnization corresponding to its deepest needs end the pcrils end respon-
sibilities of the oge.' It is here, houever, thct the whole past of America,
the recent hlstory of the kLmnericen proletarlct the socirl ond politicel
consequences of the lest four yeers'in the United States £nd the explosive
world 81tu<tion must be tﬁken into. the fullest nd most careful consideration.

The late development of moss lebor oréanlzctlon hes both stimulcted
and reterded the politicecl development of the Americrn vorking cless. In
foreign countries the rights of laber, socisl legisletion, ete., were the

_obvious result of mass pressure orgrnized by lcbor leeders. In the United

States the Kcosevelt government cleverly presented itself as the originetor,
initistor &nd org.nlzer of these -developments. Thus, wherecs in Burope the
winning of these advcntages fortified- the class consciousness learned in the
industrisl struggle, in the U.S. £ll thesc gains seemcd to fortify the ss-
cend~noy of the pcliticsl orgenizetion 'of the bourgeoisie o er the working
clcss. In reality this i: only hrlf the truth &nd the lesser helf. Orgrn-
ized lsbor in America, inscfer cs it supports Roosevelt, does so in o manner
fcr more cless-conscious then othervise. It considered the New Deal ©s es-
sentially & New Deal for the working p@ople. While this inhibited the em-
ergences of an independent politicel organizstion of nationel scope, it has
resulted in a widespread sentiment thet unemplcyment and sociel suffering
are no lcuger questions between the industrial worker and the private capi-
telist, but that the government is responsible &nd must teke whatever meas-

ures sre necessary to repair an intolereble state of &ffairs.

The freshness and formideble militency of the American prcletsriat, un-

_»trammelled by the weight of nstionsl trzdition and iimernational complicstions,
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geve it a power fully recognized by the bourgecisie &nd paerticularly by the
state. In 1923 the highly developed orgenizeticns and politicel experience
of the French proletarist could feres fream the French bourgeoisie less then
the purely industriel sctions of the proletsriat of America forced from the
Americen bcurgecisie.

The outbraak of tie war consolidsted & growing consCiousness among ell
renks of the proletsriet that production wes & social process in which labor
hed both rights snd responsibilities. In 162¢ in the minds of the worgers
orgenized labor was a small section of the populction, the capitelists ano-
ther, end goverament & third, three different entities. ihe breakdown of
the system of "free enterprise™ in 1929 resulted in s tremendous growth in
social end cless consciousness. By 1939 "free enterprise" had disguised it-
self as "mapegement" in order tc emphasize its social role in production.
Orgenized labor ncow looked upon itself &s entitled to a voice in the menage-
ment of the productive process enl looked to government &s the responsible
mediator of conflicting cleims. Already, however, by 194C, as was shown by
the Keuther Plan, one of labor's most edvanced sections, the UAW, opposed
itself .to mansgement ss a candidete for the organizetion of produaction in
the interests of society &s £ whole, The lest three years have seen ¢ truly
estonishing develcpment of tue scciel conscicusness of orgenic ed lebor. In
the speeches of even such conservetives as Murrey end Green orgeniz ed lebor
now demcnds the fullest pertiecipstion &s of right in &ll the post war plens
of the government. IV uncompromis;ngly stetes thet the chief business of
the government is to plen the productive system so es to eliminete unemploy=-
ment. The UAW hes demcnded goveramcnt ownership cnd operstion of &£l) mono-
polies &nd strategic war ‘industries. Cor

Under the circumstences the slogen. of an independent Lebor Porty ce-
quires e&.co notction entirely different from thet essccisted with it in 1939.

Wheress tiae Lebor Party in 193¢ could be considered ‘merely £s.2 menns
of concrotizing end developing the growing closs gcusciousncss of the prole=-
terict, todey end henceforth its. significeace czn only be thot of & politiccl
org:nizrtion of the working ¢l:ss which will orgenize tuie economy for pur-
poses of pence es drosticclly es the cepitclist governmsnt orgenized it for

purposes of wtT.

The'tpproach‘to this -question must be ande with full understending of
the fundemenstl socizl érisis which feces the post-tner United States. The-
successes of Frthsr Couglin,.the Christien Fronvers tnd cther Fascist or-
grnizstions previous to the wer should be a varning of whot to expect vhen
the economic r#nd socicl ccntrecdictions, so immessurebly intensified by the
wer, begin to cxpress themselves. Planning for full emplovment end scocicl
progress is the expressed eim of millicns or org-nized workers, <nd thc un-
expresced but c¢ven morec intcnss desire of thc brerfd m-sses ‘of the population.
The middlé elesses will be seeking € wey cut of the intolersble siturtion
in which the crisis plrcecs them.  If they rre not shewn & cle:r-ond confident
policy in onc direction, they will incvitebly scek it in the other., Yet the
" Amsricrn vorking clnss docs not ~S yeu POSS.ES r ‘rcvolutionsry_ consciousnisse
Therefore any L-bor Perty vwhich sacks the support of the mrsses of the people
must of stern nccessity present itsclf not ¢s a prrty which w.ll "represent
the interestc of lebor in Weshington, but rs one which is rerdy to tecke £ll
the nccesscnry stops to sctisfy the desires of the grert body of the people.
Not to do this wculd not only be to doom itself to futility, -if not frilure.
By the very in-dequcey of sny progriam of mere rmslicrrtion of existing con-
dit ongs,y , OT 5till vorse, ¢ 10 progrem ot e1l, the rord vill bc opened up for
182 giefnagogy of Foseism. - 591
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As with the burning qucstion of uncmployaent so vith ©ll others. The
Lebor Party sust todsy be presentcd s the erchitecet which will begin thet
economic reconstructlon without which modern society is doomed to F-.scism

‘end the other brrbrrisms o unreéstricted privete profit. It is on this gues-

tion th't turns 711 seriou: politierl cetivity in the Unitcd Stetes from
now on. Truc to themsclves the New Derlers,the %rede union buresucricy, end
the Stallnlsts (for the time bclng) c¢re alrerdy cnd will be the bitter enc-
mies not only of any 1ndenendent Lcbor Party but of such & Lebor Perty rs

Thé Lebor Perty will therefore be presented as that ofgknizatiOn of the

.workers which nill form a Labor Government to cerry out the Lebor Perty pro-

gram.

1.. .The Lébor Party must unhesltatlngly toke thc .position that if the

ol ﬁelfare of, the ‘community werée msde the criterion of production, unemnployment

. would dlseppccr in the same wcy thot it diseppeered when production for the

wer wes.the main aim, Thé Labor Govermment will drestlc 1ly reorgenize the
whole economy of the country with the sim of: providing the best possible feed-
ing, housing, &lothing end culturcl opportunities for the whole nction. This

is the way to insure full employment. ”hcrc is no other way.

The publie vorks of the ‘Lebor Government will eim dlrectly ‘et the de-
velopment of the community.  Above:all it must repudlate the ccncestion thet

- its program of public works would: be. for the purpose of "finding viork for

the unemployed®, WPAs, increased relief, end ell the shameful cepitslist
penfecees which the rorkers were prepered to tolerete in 1939.

Such crpitel =s 'is needed for the initletlon of . Dnterprlses will be ob-

_ttlned by expropricting ‘the sixty fcmilies, by cbolition of large inheri-

tences, rnd by mer01less taxation of the copitelist eless. Any erpitelist
concern which refiuses to produce on the terms 1l:id dovn by the government

will be immedictcly confisc ted £nd hended over to ¢ joint committes of work-

ers end the goverqment to cuntinue production. Also for the purposes of
finencing production, there will be & rigorous sclery limitetion of $10 000
on £11 capitelists &nd management. -

2. The Lrbor Government will cerry out ¢ complete techniecl reorgrni-
zetion of Anerie:n farming in collcborotion nlth the sm~ll formers., At the
seme time its chief public works will be directed tovurds reconstruction of
the rurel communitiés (IVA, transport, sewcge, housing, etc.) so rs to put
en cnd to the mischievous diffcrences in the stenderd of living end cult trunl
opportun;tles of tiie city #nd rural workcr.

%, The Lobor Government will institute & complete system of socicl in-
sursnce in which the welfrre of the insured will be considered &s ¢ right to
21l the cdventsges of civilizetion from infiney to old nge end not ¢s & dole
handed out in order to prevent revolution.

" 4. The Lebor Covernment will initiste en extensive plen of populcr
educetion, both technical end liberal, whieci: will begin tne rbolition of
educctlonfl differences betv.cen different sections of the populsticn. Posi-
tions of %rust rnd influence in the community will then rcst entirely upon
merit. The voting zge of tie vouth will be lowered tc 18. -

5. The Lrbor Government will not tOlbr”tL eny pclli ‘tives or pcndering
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to the so-cslled ingrrined prejudiccs of Southern elements end rece-riddcn
hoodlums on the Negro question., It will forthwith cbclish ¢11 legel ¢nd po-
liticnl diseriminniion from which the Negrocs suffer in ¢l)l the institutions
of governmeat &nd scciety. It will inmrdintely, vith the collsboretion of
the unions cnd professioncl a§sccietionsi bugin & process of completc inte-
grction of the Negroes into ell. brenches of industry. It will thus, in =
brief period, breck the b:ck of what hes boen & source of disruption, demor-
elizstion end intecrnoticnel seandel to the hunericen people for 300 yeers,

"6, The Lebor Covernment will recogrnize thet the defoncé of the country

'is'e pride responsibility of government. But it'%ill:not tolcrite oorscrip-

tion or the lerge old-feshioned stending crmy “which is now being cdvocated
by militerists end recctloncries =nd which clweys hos been cnd alveys will
be en instrument.'of .cppression egeinst the people. It will orgenize end edu=~

“ecte & populer militia of the whole eble-bodied populution, being confident

first thet the -modern country is invineible in which thc- people themselves
underteke the:!nrtional defence, cnd secondly so high is the technical ¢nd in-
dustrisl orgonizetion: of .the modern rrmy that the best defence is thet which
is bésed on the closest femilirrity betwéen the Workers in the process of pro-
duction end- the technicel implements of wWar.” '+ I )

KN

..

7. The LébcrvGovernmenttprpppses to hrve its own foreign poliey whereby

it will &ssist’the forces of democrecy snd colonicl emencipgtion cbroed in
. accordence with whot it,is;ceptdipvare the wishes of ‘the grect majority cf
‘the american people. Witbcut rushing invo foreign edventurss of eny kind, it

proposes to use its influ. e oﬁ behr;f of thdse forces .in the vorld ot large
which are attempting to crcate ¢ new world'es different 'es-possible fron the
old. To this'end it will -begin by repudieting c¢ll the holdinss of Anericen
¢rpitsl cbrond and hend them oﬁcr'to,any non-fascist governmcnte to be held

"in trust for the people. It is convinced thet by ¢n cxchinge of products on

the besis of the needs of the greet messes of the people in svery country,
unemployment, waor, end fascism will be m~de impossible. :

8. The Labor Government will not apteﬂbt to govern the country through
hypoeriticsl speeches in Congress and burezucratic boards of industrial end
social sdministration. Tie cepitelists heving failed, the Lebor .Government
will sppcint-representatives of the working masses &nd profezeiovnal orgsni-
zations to icrm such administrative organizations s ere necessgry. The
working people in factory, mine &nd %% d,wi thrcugh workers committess
maintein a close .wateh not cnly on the production but €lso-in its relaticn

“to the plans of the government. " The professional clésses will do the_ szme.

Thet is the only wey in which governmeht of " the’people, by the people, for
the people, can in tiine becomc & reclity. at the present stege cf national
snd werld economy any: other mode of government is bound to increese the op-
pressive power of & million-hcaded bureeucracy which can be nothing but the
instrumcnt of a smell ruling class. ' o :

Propagenda end agitation for & Leber Party to fcrm such & Lebor Govern-
ment does not. exclude the concrete supyort of eny other kind of Independent
Labor Pearty. oL . T '

Two questions immedistely erise. ‘ : .

The first is whether such @ Lebor Porty foraing such & Lebor Government
is possible.: hAs a theor.:.cel question, the query is sterile, not to szy eb-
surd. An effective indepsident politiesl orgenization of - the Americen workers
will depend upon meny fectors, netioncl end internaticonsl, butl chiefly upon
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the developing consciousness of the Americ:n workers themselves. The CIO did
not depend upon whether John L. Lewis wented it or not., Its metive force
wes the prst history of the Anericcn working class esnd the megnificent re-
sponse it hes olways made to any objective siturtion. In the same wry the

® Americen mass perty of the proleteriet will sweep with it thc Greens ~nd the
Lewises end the Reuthers or crecate new leadership., The task is to tr~ke the
leed in placing the idec ddequeotely before them, to emphrsize their responsi-
bility end to essist in clerificatvion rnd orgenization.

If, however, the question of the possibility of such € Lebor Government
is posed by the viorkers themselves, then the answer is of grett importence.
The answer is, first, that it. ccn be formed by orgcnized lobor boldly sssert-
ing its determination to show the rozd of socicl receonstruetion. Lebor, how-
ever, while in words and action asserting its primery position, cannot recon-
struct society alone. It must therefore represent itself to all the suffering
groups in the community es their chempion end their representative in the
proposed reorganization. It must appeal to the fermers, the Negroes, to all
those deserving of old-age pensions and the youth. To the techniciens and
professionel classes it must eppeel on the uncompromising basis that they
choose between the leadership of the smsll group of monopolists and their sa-
tellites, or the leadership of orgenized labor. It is an imperative neces-
sity in the United States vodasy to point out to them thet their selvation from
pauperization, end their program for truly sociel services in health, educe- -
tipn, etc. have no prospect of reelization except through the power of orgen-
ized lebor, thet they heve nothlmg to lose end everything to gein from the
reising of the economic end social status of the grect messes of the pepple.
The only other alternetive is fascism end they cen judge from Germeny whet is
the fate of the middle clesses which at this stage of socizl development re-~
fuse to follow the leedership of -labor. :

The second question is whether such & propcgende does not inculeste il-

lusions ecbout parliamentary processes. Presented ebstractly, it does. Yet
it must be understood that it is impossible to present = progrem to the work-
ing class ¢nd et the seme time insist with equal emphnsis thet it csnnot be
realized. The socicl program must be adepted to the consciousness of the
working class. The emphasis must be laid upon its own responsibility with ¢
full understonding of the fact that it must mcke its own experiences. Yet
the American working class has been taught sufficiently by the internctionel
events of the past 25 years to heve some idee of the limitctions of parlia-
mentary procedure. Neither does its own nationsl history give it cny speciel
predilection for psrliementery fetishism. The Americcn working class end its
allies will be ablz to understand the werning thet democrcey in the eyes of

the ccpitrlists is democreey which functions only for privete profit. Using
Italy, ond Germeny os exemple, the propagendists must tell the workers that
es soon s the erpitalists see thet labor is mcking herdwey Wwith its plens
for beginning thc necessary reconstruction of society and winning the support

of the messes of the people, they will repidly begin to finance &nd arm fascist
bsnds. These cen only be dealt with by orgenizod lebor which will organize its
own defence guerds end sweep these would-bs storm-troopers end fascisti from

the streets e&s soon as th.v oppear there, The insistence on the inevitebility

of this development and tiL. responsibility of lzbor to cheek it by direct actien
is sufflclent guerantee egainst reformist illusions. The unvecried agitction not
for any kind of Independent L:bor Party but for such o Lebor Perty which will
begin the rcconstruction of society is the grectest strictly educetioncl service
thet a revolutioncry orgcnizetion orn render to the Ameriecn proleterict end
the millions of troubled end questioning people in Americr today.

sookok sk
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| THE LABOR PARTY

A Resolution, subnitted by Paul Temple

The present upturn in politicel action talk and Labor
Party sentiment in the trade union movenenit is sh?wing increzsing-~
ly that even substantial seations of the trade union bweaucracy,
not to speak of the rank end file, ere beglaning to realize vhet
‘the sell-Timitation of orcanized lsbor to économic action only .
("Pro and simple" ‘tradc unionism) is self-icfeating. .

o The point of the long-~standing socisdlist insistence
on the necessity of political action is beins ‘hammered home es-
peclally by the development of ‘increasing political (governmental)
intervention in the relations between capital and labor.

- . 'Socleclists have 2lweys been the staunchect proponents
of political action by labor. :Insofer #s objective circumstances
themselves are forcing the labor movement to turn . to political
actlon, 1t bccomen increcsingly important for 8ocislists to be .
clear that pclitical action -~ including politieal sction by lebor
-~'can be ood or bad, progrescive or rcactionary; on aid to the <
soclialist develobme'nt of' the working'class or an obstaci ~ta ih;e
conservetive, refrmist, liberal, fasclst, or revolutionry.

'~ . The criterion of Socialists in their estimation of the

character of political fecrmetions, of of. the development of a gi-
ven political party, ism clear and definlte. This ig the. criterion
of class inde¢pendérce. S T

' To posé the question: SLell lsbor form o Labor Party?
1s to ask: Would theifcymation of 2 Lobor Party REALLY. lead to a
boliticnl break-away by labor from capitelist politici? :

' '~ The question is not:onsversd by deciding to add the word
"independent" to "Labor Party". It is only obscured by confusing
the formal oraanizational independence of a party with 1ts politi-
cal contents . ¢+ ' T e :

< . The fact that the' British Lebor Party, for exomple, 1n..
an independent organization does not rcflect on the fact that it.
does not renrescnt independent workins-class political action to-

-day. The independence of labor politics -~ its clags independence,

not 1its ornrenizational form —- 48 in the first. place a programaat-
de question, - : R o - : "

'

The Strate@ical Analysis of Revolutionary Sccialists

E Before the present era of capitalist décline, whén cap-
i1talism was expanding, the formation of a_reformist Labor Party
with an INDEPENDEHNT claggs program was a possibilify. It was ac~ .
;ompiished in. Britain; it ‘was proposed by Marx and Engels” for

merlea. - o e BT e T T

It was a possibility because anfeﬂdrﬁlgg struéélé for
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immediate galns economic and politicecl, Nikich the bourje isic was
able to grant 1f anfficiently prsases, wffercd a reéalisiic ol i~
tlcal perspective. LU the same vimc, and for the ¥Cl'y saule roancn,
- the reformist pertics of soclal-dsuncracy elso vwerce able to play
& progregssive role in the hictcrical devclcpmenpAof the werking
.. clagcs, : . » S L ,

A Today, in beth cases, thin political‘peerGCtive is "no
‘longer actual. Today, even the sucesasful struggle for immedlste
demands reguires nilitant, class-strugzle, implicitly re veluni en-
ary actlon. The bourgeoisie must tend tc witharav rather toan’
grani further concessionsg. Whst gains are made cpiscdically are
concelled out by the development of the capltalist crisis, the im-
porsition cf war economy,-ani.tomorrow by rost-var breekdown,

The timo™ is past when a viorklug~class pulitical party
acting within the.programmatic linit ations »Ff beurgecls re O rmiem
- had an independent. role to play In crganizing the class in ince-
pendent action for immecdiate ccmccasiong. Today, the only working-
© class program which is actually -- politically -~ indeperdent of
....the capltalist class 1n. the rcvoluticnary program. . . % .. ,r,

.. 7 There is no.reagon for mallng any putative Amcrican ...
‘Labor Party a peculiar exception to the rule: , Todey ew ry poli-
Lical formaticn is oo nfronted with the harsh alternetives --
defense of capitalism or ths fight for soccilalism., Only igiividuals

- without responsibllity, theorists, demagogucs and impotenit grouns
‘can. convinue to talk in terms of a drsaued-up middle grecumnl. The
poeslbility of finding footing in a nicile ground is no longer.
there for any seériosus political ucvemeant., "The prissure o0f social
forces does not permit this €scanc frouw-reality to any serinus
political ormanlzation vhich has 'te act, on real problcms,. ..

~Phe 01d type -of reformist progranm which, in & différent
period, provided this widdle ground, hes now.bsen taken over by
the most enlightencd section of tke b urgcoisie itoolf —— tho .
3 "left",New-pdal?Demobrats,'the‘Rdaseveltianq;vthc "liber al" wing
- of capitelist politics. It is in thin sense that we.uged. to make
the observation that the Roogevelt gininistration may be called
the soclal-demosratic phage. of Auerlcan political development. It
A8 ‘that socizl-dstiocratic phase, not in 1ty Yelarsic" form. natu-
_rally, but. in the crabbdd, reactionary, telesgopcd and alrcacy
genlle forn inevitable unler: the new conditions of chronic capital-
18t decline and. chronde war and revclution, - Tic lusty rdformism
of the o0la dayg, Wlth 1lts progressive cemscquunces and politically
independent programmatic base, is no more possible- for it thian it
1s possible for the labor bureaucracy, '

2800ial-Potriotlc....but Politically. Independent, .of Copltalism":

o ~This;analysisﬁis'mﬁdéﬁqtarkly;cobqr@te,by the. inperianl--
Ist“war.pow_rag@ngtj.Asjlbng;asftbe“rgv@;utipngcoes‘notfaﬁpcar'as
& pressing ‘threat, "the setting up of a labor party would ,pean for -
the re¢formist leadors setting up in politics agzinst the'lcaders
oi_gap;;al;gm ?hqm”thOy support and, FROM:WHOM THEY HAVE WO ESSRL-
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TIALLY DIFFELENT PROGEA&.

To them, a8 to_uz, *hc war qucstion i
than ever ar: they willing te "sreuk nabuenal u
when they arc acting as vhips o 1linc thas vwor'e
capltadist govermment's vicr policy, ani specifi
velt, ’ R :
The Unitod Stutes 1g in the midet of-
rialist world war. Thz criterion of 2lans irde

——

8 paramount., Less
nity" et this time
rs up behinl the
caliy behinil Roose-

the ceeondl impa-
pzndenes Lecomed

" translated into torms of the wer. In the LiASG

of an fmperialist

war, o social-petriciic perty end a party inlepenient of capital-

ist politics can ndver e tne sameithingc

Woe cennot give political suspsrt to a

pro-war Labqr Par-

ﬁ.fy;ithe only kind of Labor Party-conceivable in the coming pejricd.

We cannot support pro-var canlidates, whether r
et of the Democrats, Re:

"independent labor party"). We cannot wish the

unnlng on the tick-

oublicens, or of the A.L.P. (the existing

crcatlon of a

reformist, sociel-patrictic politicsl machins, -born fcr the pur-

pose of "indepcnﬂently"~rallying“bhcﬁwork§rg'ﬂb
the Cemagogic wing of capitalist politics,

The Threst of "Labox" Thirﬂ;?artv-'sﬁ'

This annlysis detcrmines the nolitiee

L Astan ey ety

the support Of
=N

L pmen w
', _.*.‘w‘:w"

1 perépective of

the labor party movement in hmerica vaiGh -- though it 1is today

8t311 on £ much lwier srganizetlonel -level 'then
least twics befors in dmerica since 1918 -~ uney
a more serisus orgenizational development.

~ Buch an cventurlity could ogccur unicr
three inter-rcleteq forcesy -

(1) Gencrelly sperkins, eighectly - int
by tre renk and file of lobor with tle bourgeoil
labor movement -= 2 healthy impulde. fiom the gr
would have to be "ridden" anmd ‘eheunelizel by th
~could not merely be knocksd downs ’

(2) The endiing of the?RbQBGVGIt'éPa a

~

1t has teen ot
Jet burgeon -into

-

the prassurc. of -

ensificd discontent
8 politics of the
a38 rootg which

6 leadership if it

nl the triUmph of

the more cpenly reocti;narx’wingfdf?qapitalistipdlitios, with a
- consequent extrusicn of the bourgeois left, homeless, into the -
-politiecal cold, ond their rapprochement v.iti the lzborp burcaucracy.

(3) The sweep of revolution in. Europe, in 1ts effect on

class relations in America, together with the d

irect Wmckwash of

the war on the revolutionization of Awerican labor.

Under the impact of such forces‘the fofﬁationﬁof an
independent, third pberty 1n America, represcnting the coalition of

the labor bureaucracy and the bourgeois left,

13 2 potentaitiveai,

‘VWhether such a party is entitled the.AmeriantLabor Par-

™
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ty or not, whether 1t 1s heralde? forth at a trade unisn conven—
tlon or in a Weshington hotel or at the fermer follcwing the lat-
ter, its political charscter will bts unchange ., Vith itc mass
basls in the tradeé union workers -- the libperels wlll not eseape

~ this inevitnble present-dey accomperiment of cny third party mcy e~

. ment which wants to be of grester conacquence than ths Lemke party

- of 1936 -~ 1t bodies forth the charsct ristic combination of the
People's Front: the generals-without-an-arny of boursge vis refcrm-
ism bestrliing and reining in ths body of labor, T

- - It Goes no- good ‘to say: We want a "genuine" independent
labor party, not a Thira Farty. Ve ask, 2nl there is no ansver:
What basic Iifference Of today ave these two labels supposed to
‘refer to? In program? supnort of capitalisn? metk>ds? mase I
basis? The -labelso gre ‘nostalgle historical references tc a dichoto~"
my that has ceased to exist, o - ' o ‘ o

Two Labor Parties: tho Ré&lity 0f the A.L.P.-<~the Dream of &
R ch.yol‘utio'nary Labur Party" R

_ - - The Marxist enclysis of the labor rarty problem has

~ been confirmed.at all points by the only existing "inlepenient
-labor party" in the country -~ the Anerican Labor. Party of New
York State. , S TR : T

. This "independent.labor rarty" -took its indéption"in} H_
‘the fear of the libor bureaueracy that. prozrcssive laber in New
York was turning gway from Roosevelt ana, the "New Deal in disillu-
slcnment. It was forasd in order to ride this rrogresscive impul ze
of dlscontent with bourgeois pclitics, and rein 1t toward support
‘of‘Roosevely. ' ’ ' L R :
Like any other tocay, this labor perty vas the continu- -
ation of class~-collaborationist pollitlies -~ by other meens, .
© ., This "independént labor perty" has since acted cumpletely
. a8 the "loyalﬂ'wing=in‘NewﬁYork“pf the Ropsevelt Democracy. Its -
structure and rganiz atlon 1s 'if anything wmore bureaucratized then
rare the trade union bodies on which it is formelly based., Its
farthecst step in the direction of "Independence" was the running .
of aﬁ~"inﬂepenientflabor“,candidate for-tle hish pest of Governor
of the State of New York -=- Dean Alfonge! —--. 23 & bold move for -
indepenient,actisn == by the Roosevelt wing of the Demooratic Purty,

S If a Third Perty of bourgeois refcrmism hed teen fcrmed -
in New York "inakead of" the A.L.P, -- how pessibly could it have.
differsd from the actuslly-existent A.L.P,? - If 2-Third Party is
formec. nationally, how posslbly will it differ from a national ex-
tensicn of the 4.L,P.9 o e o . L

_ To .call for the creation’of a national American Labor
Party means to toke respongibility for it beforc the werking elnss
~-= at ‘least, before thot section .of the working class Which heeds
our call: namsly,. the nost advanced, uilitant, class-com cious
workers. Criticism of (“"refusal to balke regponsibility for") this,
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that or every other specific acticn by the Labor Party does not
absolve us of »nr responsibilily for the effect of its exlistence
on the class struggle for sccinlisa, _ ' '

_ The desire to find a by-pass to the creation of a mass
revolutionary party is a coumon concegsion to tls modl of the
times. It even leads to the noticn thdt a naticnal anmerican
- Lubor Party can be that mass revoluilonary party itseifl . This
theory of how a revolutionary partvy cen e forged is by Tar less
plaueible than the averame theory on this mmsic qusstion whieh
Bolsheviam has Imd to reject anl combat, Ve, tecch that a revolu-
tlonary snocialist party must be founled.on e revolit; ionary pro-
gram anl built around that progran, & :wealth of historical ex-
perience, including that of. the Ncrwoglan Labor Party, has con-
firmed this in every :inst~nce. ‘We have seen no reason alvcnced

‘to make an exception for 4w rica.in this regard., )

To teach the mont alvancéd ‘workers to look towerd a

.- Labor Party as the politicerl rallying center of American Iabor

(let alone s the future revelukicnary party instrument of
American labor!) is .to teach a falsehoed and g delusicn. It will
be precisely the best, most advanced workars who will be disil-
lusioned with a Labor Party first. Our job is 'to hasten this
pregess, if 1t turns out thet théy muct zo through it. It is
not our jJob now to point to the Lebbr Party as the. way ojt of
the post-war breskdown which we prédict.or eg the shiéld against
. fasclism, but to insist -with 811 our streénzth that oaly revolu-
tlonary soclelist polities ond a révolutionary party cen solve
these problems. We nust tell tle truth about the Labor Party,
that 1t will not be eble.to solve "oven. the most immcdiately
pressing vroblems" of labor,. . -0 L

el

. Ihe Policy of Revoluticnary Socielists

We therefore do nét aivecate the formotion of a Labor
Party. Still less do we alvencs the defeatist concept that if
a Labor Party 1s not formed, the .clternative for the workerg is
defeat ani Zoon, : : ‘

Our attlitule toward existing or future lebor parties
or labor party movements 1s a question of tactics. We have al-
ways sald ond say ageln that we will stan? 2t the side of the
working class without separating ourseclves from them, in every
phase of their political development.

We sten? ready to entcr end work within any labor par-
ty thet 1s set up, in a struggle for resl independent action and
pregren.  We will atvance aml fight for the immediate end tran-
gltional demends which we prcopose for the working class. We will
seek to utilize whatever arena the labor party provides for these
purposes and for scclallist education, To any labor party movemont
we say: "Vour leadsrs heve ostensibly organized for inlependsnt
politicel action and in order to solve your pressing problems.

It 18 our opinion that they and the lebor party will do ncither.

You don't agree with us? Then gee for yourseldss; fight for

class-struggle candi ates and a class-struggle progran. We in-
(Y ole)



tend to fight elong wit
you in action that soei

Puge 6 -

h you for trese cbjoectiveu. wa wiil chow
2list politics is tie only vay “U?}”

is ig the ge:nsrel asonce »F g revolu tionivt's agitgpionAgni

provegania with respect

Dut our job 1
eny. hyvpothesicel labor-

to o laobor party noverend,

8 to atienpt to ghorten by our owr efforts
perty phose of werking-clacs pnolibis.l

developrmzat; to ccnvince at least the venguerd- nov tint thay

must «ome lirectly to %
~ the ir experiences, esnhe
perty, now for thi pur

be revoluticnncy party, and to utiiine
clally their experiences with ks Jabor
FO08Ge OLY job is to-foster cisilil:m lor~-

ment with the reformict, pro-wair, colleborationist mack irna, v

steal of strengtuenirg

.-wiah the charactsr of t

experience. we wish the
end say: "This party %o
showed us the way sooneg

: ‘It is prinari
that the best c¢lements

revolut lonary perty bui
revaivtion end eriseg,
through a rising tenpo

ments Iincluled; tle hre
cof economic acticn- .inte
organizational forms wh

1llusions by our own alvococy. Ve 10 nch
he leblr party tc be exvosed golaly Ly
~atvenced work rs to turn to the oohers
1d us tue truth about the labor party; 1t
sty it is-a.giod party." .

1y by. our work in the trade. unicn noverant
of Jur cless will be dravn to ug and the

1t. The prospect aheod 4 one of world-wide

In“modern:days these have always dovaisped
of otrike. ectior, politiecl strihka v
ak-up of reformist fcrmations; the rorging
poiltical asction through the varit by ot
ich the working clacs incxhaus tiviy Mrrints,

of which the sovicte vere .the :tyj.e -~ gshop committees, courcils

of action, ete, =

 This is howﬁthleevolttianary'politicplization of the.

Working class expresses
action by a worlkinsz-cla
we shape our poliey,

itself, Thin is reecl infdeponient polivical
58 wass moverent. This is the end %to which

6ol

[



