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RESOLUTION OF THZ SAN FRANCISCO BEANCH OF THE WORKETRS PARTY

ON mHT NA“IO”AL \U"STIOQ

‘ THE SO“IALIST UWITLD STA“ZS OF EURODE

B ;o

S s JS :Jf ‘a', ERTI
THE CAPITALIST SLOGAY, wn,TIor:AL an-%-a Ioﬂﬂ AND iomcy

‘The impéfiéiist Wai5and7“Naﬁionai;Bibéréfidﬁ“vx'ltﬂ
Of the Capitalist States - .

On November 1 1914 at the begnnnlnﬂ of the 1ast dmperialist war,
Lenin wrote: "Imperlal*sm>has placed the fete of Puropean culture at
stake. After this war, if a series of successful 1evolut¢onu ao not oc~
cur, more wars will follow —— the fairy -tale. of tyar- to end all wav~'
is a hollow. and pernlclous faxry tale" Lk : :

‘We.-call this. predlctlon to- mlndl The present world war - the-
" gecond imperialist war -- is ngt acecidental. It does.not stem from the
~will of this dictator or that “democrat" ' It rwas p*ed:rtod long ago.
Its origin is rooted in the contradictions and antagonisms.of the in-
“terests of: 1ntcrnat10na1 capit allsm. Contrary to all storlns circlated
to fool the people, the chlef cause of: the war as of all otlier social
evils ~- unemployment, the high cost of living, fascism, coLonlal op-
pression -- i thoe private ownership of ‘tle means of c*oauc»*on to«vther
with the bour7301s sfate whlch res s on thls fOHLuatlo

In this, fundamental sonse the cecond World Jar is a cont1nua+1on
of the First Worla Var., . The °econ¢ imperialist: war has last°d more than
four years already and is "6nly now enterings into its decisive stage. Al-
most twenty years of unprecedented advance in tecnnologv, w“osp berefits
in peacetime are uﬂavallable for the welfare, of-the: ppopl _is teing un-
leashed during the war in wnerxampled rmrder of millions of human beings
and in the destructlon of centur;es of laoor. > :
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All the phenomena which characterized the first
worlé wor ure being exhibited in the second, only on a
much greater scale. Speedy victories and cdefeate, al-
ternating with each other, shifts in the war frouts,
the violation and occupying of territories, the fall
of states, great and smnll, the toppling of regimes, the
uprooting of millions of the peoples, the death and man-
gling of many more millioas, corbatants and non-combatants
alike, hunger and disease, unprecedented onprossion,
war weariness, the rising of the masses from their
stupor, the consequent resistance in ail its forus:
gucrrilla wars, national movemcats, strikes, revolts,
sabotage aand —- revolutiont Thet is the picture d Europe
and of the world today. ’ '

Only in onc important respect wes the beginaing
of the present war differont from the last. In 1935,
the rulers of the capitalist classes togoethoer with the
chauvinists of oll.shades were not ncarly so successful
in promotinz the widespr2ed cheuvinism among the masses’
that characterized 1914. The masses had stil) not for-
gotten the uscless carnage of the last world war. y
Added to this was thz dofeatism disscirinated by the Stalinists-
in the countrics of the M"democratic" camp in the interests of Russian
pationslism. Rolatively small, but fortunately not smaller than in
the last war, arc the internationnlists strugaling against the
présent war. If with HFitler's attacl® on ussia the Stalinists have
- become the most violent of chauvinists, it is no less trus that
the forces are multiplying which stand sgainst the current.

The reactionary forces in the camp of "democratic"
imporialism which stand bchind the war have attompted
to cxpl:it the massos' lsgitizate hatred of fascism in
order to mobilize them behind the imperialist war. If
this eppeal did not mect with too grent success at tho
bogirnning of the war, the violation, pillaging, and
oppression which the masses of Burope arc erperieacing
under the German iron hell, hes had thz «ffoct of re-
cresting in them, 2s an elumentary reaction, the
national hatreds and chauvinis: that is cxpressed in
thoir drtermination to kill and oust the Ger.sns from
their soil. Despite the heroism and sacrifices of the
mombers of the undergrouzds, it must never bo forgotten
thet this is the main aspect of the national movemonts
today .

The mossas( respansc to nationalisn has been-
prepared by years of continuad disorientation by the
rofor~ists ~nd Stalinists, during which, altcrnating
botween the national unity of the popular front and the
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advonturism of tho third period, they uufforcd ono
dofcat aftcr anothor. Tho Sccond Vorld War was possible
only beczusc of this, . The abscncec of 2 cl ar class linc
thon and nov of thc loading orgonizations anmong the
working-class has riadc possiblc tho fact that, by, and
large, tho massos of workors and tho potty-bourgooisio,
as yot unorgenized in a militsry scnsé, look to the
armics.of tho "dormocratic" imperialists as thoir chicf
"liborators" from tho tyranny of tho-German conquoror,

It would bo shoor bllndncss on our: part to ovcrlook pbniss

The prosonco of ‘the Gernan overlord in Europnc as

woll as of tho native bourgeoisic gives risc not only
to nationalism but to tho unccasing class strugglc.
The German conguoror, to tlic oxtent ,that He has roplaccd
the native bourgeois: ocOnom1cally end politicelly,
occupics the placo of class-antapgonist of the worker,
The class struggle ﬂgalnst both tho Gorman: and native
-capitalist in tho occupicd countrics ragos morec cach-
day. Tho broakdown of Europccn gocicty preparcd by.
ycars of capitalist docay is .spcoded up- cnormously by
tho titanic clash of tho rivsl giant impdérialisms, which
is tumbling to the ground tho structure of Europoan -
socicty. Objcctivaly, tho tlass strugglc is advancing
to tho highost stagos and is culm;nuting in rovolution.
If "dofeonse of tho fathorland” PlSuS in tho brcast of
‘the Europcan mnasscs,’ so also. ¢ocs..the will o turn the
impcrialist war into a uar for oOCLcll me. Thesc arc thoe
two contradictory tondcnclﬂs VLlCd competa for tho hoart
of the. worker.,. Tho victory of the onc would noan the
perpetuction of eco p1t311ut slevory; the victory of

tho othor would mcan  his flnal onan01pat10n.i The task
of the’ intornationalists of today is Just tho same as
the task which Lenin sct himsclf: to frecc the masscs
from thoir nationalism in order -to lcad- thom in the
final cWass attack coalnvt thc whoWo bourg001s soc1a1
ordcr., . W T . :

The boargu0¢s gtauo ros ts upon tho foundatlon of
tho privatc ovmership ¢f the mcans of production.
Togcther thuy have bccomc the main obstacles to polit-
ical, cconomic, and cultural frcodom. Thoe dcfensc
of tho grcat nations has sincc 1871 become a roaction-
ary task. In tho past 72 ycars no Marxist has over:
pormlttod this to bccomo inscribed on his banncr.
bven the ronogades from Marxism, the chauvinists of tho
last war, nover dcfended the groat imperialist statcs
23 such., To Justlfy thcir betrayal of socialism they
hid bchind the "national liberation® of the smell de=
‘fonscless statos or tho opprossod backward pcoplos.

In the largo- statos they insisted that thoy defonded
not the stato por sc, but tho, organizations, thc press,
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- states. ' ‘

-

the liberty, and the soclal advanccs of tho workors
against recctionary.Czarism or Guruen militarisn ac=
_ponding upoa vhich imperielist cenp ticy woro in.

£t no timd in over soven dccedes havo Morxists
callecd for "nationsl liberation® of thu great states,
war or pcaco., During on imperialiest var thoy woro
usually against the struggle for nationcl indecpondence
oven in tho gmcll or backward statces, bDoegusc this
strugzlo usually cndod up in onc or anothcr of the rival
imporialists cemps. . = .

- Only today during en imperialist wer, is the at-

tempt boing madcd to include in tho program of .a Marxist

party the struggle for "natienel liberaticn" of the
groat stutcs of Europc. (Mational Gormittce rcsolution
and Joinson rosolution.) e -
i : Only onc thing can justify such a ific jor changc in
- the Larxist program-=-= thc definitive victory of onc  of
- tho imporielist cemps londing to @ long cnslavement of
tho European pocples of , the largo, smell.and backiard

v - _ . .
. . . . :

_If such & condition cxisted, w¢ would bc forccd
to rewrite the Iarxist program cnd includc in- it tho-
support oI thoir pational wers, national-uprisings,
nctional rcbellions, national unovoments, notional libor-
ation, national indopendencc, or ousting of the opprcs=
gor -- whatover might happen to be the forms and
stoces of tho netional struggle since thorc is no im-
portant diffcrcncc in thoeir contont.

Aftor tho formotion of the groal. bourgeois statos
which cnded with 1871, this singlc possibility -
wes posced by Lenin in 1916 end by Trotsky.cs late as
1938 ns o theorcotical possibility thoe realizotion of
which they ‘sensidcrcd highly improbable. Lot us first
oo how Lonir dealt with this »robloii: :

T4 is hishly improbable that this
L impdrialist wor of 1014-16 will bc trens-
. formed -into & ngtional war, bocousce tho
clzds -that represcnts progress -iu tho
prolutariat, whiech objcetively 1o striving
to transfornm thic wer into ‘civil war: against
. the bourrcoisic; and alsa beceusc. the strongth
. of both coslitions is clmost cquelly belancod,
while internotional finence capital has evory-
whére crecated o rcegtioncry bourpgcoisic, licvore
holoss, it connot bo snid-that such a tronsfor-
mation is immossiblo; if the Europcan proletariaf
viore to reicin impotent for asnolthur twenty years;
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if the presont wer were to end in victor-
Tes similar to those achieved by Napoleon,
: in the subjugation of a nuuber of virile
- natlonal states; if imperialism outside
~ . Burope (prlmarily Amer;can and Japanese)

" were to remain in power for another twenty
yoears w1thout a transition to socialism,
say, as a résult of a Japanese-American
war, then a great national war in Europe
would be possible. This means that '
Europe would be thrown back for several
decades. - This is improbable. But it is
not impossibleé, for to picture world history
‘as advancing smoothly and steadily without
sometimes:taking gigantlc strides backward '
is undialecétical, unscientific and theoretic=-
ally wrong." (WOrks. Vol. 19, p.203)

No. such 51tuat10n, of course, exlists today. Ve
~have only to look at the first point. How can we. tell

" today whether the proletariat would remain impotent

~ for.twenty years after the end of the present war,
even if we makeé the wholly Invalid assumption that it
will end in the Napoleonic¢ victory-in Europe of ono
of the imperialist poviers, Obviously, thorefore, the
-proponents .of "natjonal liberation™ do not base them-

"1 selves on this singlé situation posed by Lenin to

justify "nat;onal 1iberat10n" for the statos of
EurOpe. . S .

Let us: now see’ hpw Trotsky in 1938 posed the
~same problem, algo ns a ‘theoretical possibility but
: extramely unli Lely of reallzation- .

"ha;urally 1f & new war ends in the

‘military victory of this or ‘that imperialist

. camp;--if a war calls forth neither a revol=-
utionary uprising nor a victory of the

- proletariat; if a now imperialist peace more

. terriblo than the Versailles treaty placos

“new chains for decadcs upon’ the peonle, ir
unfortunste humanity bears this in silence
and submission--not only Czechoslovakia or
Belgium but also’ ‘France, can be hurled back

_into the position of an oppressod nation
(the same gupposition can be made in rogard

.- to Germany). In this eventuality the further
.o frightful’ decomn031u10n will cast all = .

- huma nlty back: for ‘several dec: GCSeeesesessliven
then, we, oOr. .rather our sons, will have to
detormine the pollcy in regard to- future wars
on the basis of the now situation." (Social~"
Patrioti¢ Sophistry.” The Question of the (548



Defonsc of Czechoslovakia's "Hational Independence",
New Intcrneotionsl, Hovemver 1938)

~ Twenty two years aftcr Lenin, Yrotsly put the ques-
tion the scme way. Noed we say cgain that no such situation
oxists todey?  Again vwe stop only a% the first point. It is
- plain that the war has not yet erded, much less in a "military
1 victory of this or that impcrialist camp." Obviously, also
we cannot base "national. liberation" on the above unrcalized
conditions. ' : _

(28

Were tho imporialist var to end in a decisive
military victory .of one of the imperislist camns lcading, because
of the futurc inpotence of the world proletariat over a long
period of time, to the onslavoment of tho peoples, thoN....

"our sons .will have to dotcrming the policy in regard to future
wars on the basis of the new gsituation." B '

- -In that casc, ye,.or rathor our sons, would be ablec
to scc "how a truly nationol war must be distinguishod from an
imporialist war camouflaged by pscudo-national slogans. To be
able to distinguish hetwoon the two, we must sce whother tho war
in question is 'basced! on a ! lorig proccss of national movemcntsz,
on 'tho overthrow of national opprossion'" (Lenin. Vorks,

Vol. 19, ». 217, our cmphasisg) .

: In this hypothctical cese which would give ride to a
"long procoss of national movements® the .roal social contont
of the national war would in all probebility, bDC tho opprcssed
" pooplcs struggling ageainst tho impericlist enslaver of Europe,
~without at tho seme tiwo boing in the cervice of a rival im=
‘porialist onslaver. That is our criterion - in judging a prog-
ressive moveiment., In the presont imporialist var tho rcal
~social contont of the forccs thet stard behind the verious
"national movemonts", dospite the massos an them, is the bour-
geolsic of Iuropc, bchind which stand onc or thoe other of the
roactionary . .imporialist. conlitions. o '

- That is why it wos possible for Trotsky to say in
1940 "at a moment wiaen, - aficr overwhelming follend and Bolgium
-and crushing-the initiel rosistancc of tho Allicd troops, tho
Gorman armics lwcwro!.rclling.likc a -tidc of firc towards Paris
and the Chunncl..." that "..,. we do not forget for a moment that

<

‘this war is not our war. In.contradistinetion to thc Sceond and
Third Intcrnationels, the Fourth -Intcrnational builds its policy
not on the military fortuncs of tho cepitalist stotos but on the
transformation of tho imporialist wep into _a.war of thc workers
‘against tho capitalists, on the overthirow. ¢f tho ruling classcs
of all countrics, on the world. sbeialist revoluiion, Tho shifts
In the battle lincs at the front, the destruction of national
-capitals, the occupation o territoriecs, thc downfall of individ-

‘ual states reprogent from Lhis stondpoint ONly £1c5iC OpPLEOGGS
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on tho road to thé rcconstruction of ‘mndorn sopicty" and "In
rocont ycars and ovcen months, the world has obscrved with
astonishmont hovi cagily statos vanich from the map of Evropc:
Austria,. Czcchoslovakiu, Llbanis, Poland, Dcnmark, Norway,
Holland, Eclgiumeseeo The political map hbs bcen reshapod with
cqual spocd in no other cpoch savce that of tho Na 30100n10 wars
At that timc.1t was s quostion of outlived foudal statos which \
had to give .way beforo thc bourgeois riational state. Todey it is
a question of outlivcd bourgcois stctes which must givo way be-
. forc the socialist 1caoration of pooplos.” (lanifesto of the

- Fourth Intcrnational on the Imporialist Wer and the Proletarian
Rovolution, Hay 1940. OLr omphesm*:tarOughout)

: At tho time’ tngt thls wau urlfton Francs was &l-
roady defcated niliterily, and besides her, only two other states,
Grgoco and Yugoslavia, worc yot to be includod in the roll of

the nations -conguoered by hitlor, and yot for Trctsly "tho ’
occupation of territorics, thce cowniall of. individual statos"
ropresontcd "only trogic cpisodes on:the road to tho rogon=
~struct10n ‘of modern socicty " R ¥

. P
I - . S
I . -

.

: . Vo aald that the- addition sinco thon of two or -
throo. moro stetos in the roster:of Hitler's victims can .crcato
no docisive change in our attitudc¢ toward the national states
whilc tho imporialist war still rugos. ‘Politically -we viow
thig addition &g a mere oxtonsion of the battlc. 1incs. upon
which 1t would bc fatal for us to brsc qQur: policys And towcth-'
or- with Trotsiqy W“'uﬂy.."VO do not link thc. gquostion of. the
fato of the .Czochs, Belglans, Fronch, -and-Germens as nations
with. con1unctur91 shlfts of military fronts: during & now
brawvl of tho impeiialid ts, ‘but ‘with the uprlsing‘of the prolcuer-
.lat and its victory over cll tho imporlaWi tsg'":(Social- .
Patriotic uODnlStPJ, The Question of tho Dcfonsc of
Czochoslovakia's "National Indcpendonce®s - Now lntornutlonel,
_Vovombcrnlgss).

- - Thﬂt is our point of departurc. 'Dhc cxistonco -of
.tho n“tlonul moveomonts uffccts our nrinciplcé linc on tho:
~national status, durlng an impcriaslist war just as’littlc:as thc
;chauwlnlstlc noods of thc massos-alicrs our opposition to - the
Cimperislist war. We'put princislc abovo the transiont mcods of
‘thc nesscs, In’ 1J17, follow1nﬂ the Fobrua ry rovoluflon, . in the
period of cual power, thc Russion masscs wore swept by an in-
tonsc mood of M"revolutioncry" patriotisms They woantced to
dofend the "rovolution® ngeinst tho "countpr-rovoluflonﬁry"
‘Germen invedor.  Horo is how Trotsk¥y- doscribed this situation
and Lbnln'surcugtion to its v
N ‘"Tho firet twoe yoars of the war cruatly.
: . undermined the 3gtr¢otlsn of the musses and
movoed tho ( OlurOVlk) party to the 1oft. ,
- But thd Februcry rcvolution, heving trans-
formed Russic into n 'democracy! gave risc to
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2 now powcrful vave of 'roevolutionary! patriot-
isme Tho overvholming majority of tac lcedoers
of thc Bolshcvilk. pqrty did not withstand it
cven then, In March, 1917, Stalin and Kamchcv
imparted to the contral p"rtv organ a social-
patriotic dircction. On this basis a rapproch-
ment and in the majority of tho citics cven a
dircct- fusion of Belshevik and - Ionuhov1k ongan- -
‘izations. o¢curréd. Protcsta by .the firnest
rgvolutionarics, chiéfly in the .advanced districts
of Potrograd, woro-néodod; the arrival of Lonin
into Russia.-And his: 1rroconcll blo strugglo
" against social-patriotism worc. nocdod “to. straighton
out tho party's intcrnetionalist. front. Such was.
the caso Ylth.uﬁo bost, most ruvolutionnry, and
. - tomperod: party. " (War and tho Fourth Intcrnational,
~Jun0 1934.) . AR .

If,durlnﬂ ‘tho lgst world war, tho dual powor in

Russisa v s not yot a gufficient bagis to Justlfy tho dofunse ‘
of the rcvolutlon" against ‘tho monaco of Gorman militarism
how much less is tho justification today of thc far lecss prog-
~ressive strugrleo for the bourgoois stotes of Europe bohind
*which stand tho armics of imporialisml Whon tho massos rush

to ‘tho support of an imporis Iist war they think that they
‘aro Tighting for .their nation. Whaon,: during tho imperidlist Lur,
_-the Russian masscs warted to defond HUSSL&;LQS;DSL ‘Gernany,
"thoy - thought thoy waro fighting for thoir rovolution, just as
th¢ riassos ‘in the notional movomonts. today think thet thoy arc
“fighting fqr thoxr nation: against. the Gornman, .congucror, What
. tho masscs think,.and whet Is tho roal social content behind

-the nﬁtwon, arc two dilerOﬂt things. Only uhO prolctarian
rovolution can plvo to the:socinlist state in tno contoxt of
. the 1mnur1¢l¢ t war the prolotarian contunt ‘that ‘can justify the
- support of- bhat potlon aw“inst nn impurlullst or ocu Dit@llut POVICT o

, Unlecss thoro lu souc now thﬁl 34 oontrlbuuion to our
undorstanding of war and "national liberetion", wo must assumc
the tradlt*onul 1ntorn tionalist. stand on -those gquestionsl-=-
-not dog muu10ﬂ11y, not with shut eyos to all the dsvelopments
“‘which unfold befors us, nor to the new ideas that ard’ brought
forward. But woo to us if wo allow sceondary dovclopmontu to
~8tand above. our principled program or if wo accopt. vncw" idecas
that turn out to. bo'a”roagsh of that xllch it rx:sm h s long
,rcgoctbd. T ' :

: - *
\d e ‘.

-_imnéridiism5ahduits-Politidal Masks

Botween the first ﬂna socond wotld wgrs, tho contenc.
ing imporislists have not undergonc a qualitative chang In
Iovombc;, 1938, . the grcun cf" Ps lostiniun Bolshovik=- LvnlnluLu,
concerncd zs they woro with ‘the foar -that "Hitlor's invasion
woulw-51gnlfv tho ""ﬁght'r of thc vorkors™ and that "fascisnm .




-

might bo victoriouv" nrguod thgt.

‘3 S "Monﬁrcnlot roaction in tho last war was

' not an aggrcssivs historical character, it was
rather & survival;. whoercas foscism nowadays rop-
G . -resgénts. a dircet and irmedlate thrcecat to the
L . cilvilized - worid.¥ (A Stcp Towerds SO"'ldl Pﬂtriotigm,
4 -New Intornutioral JulJ 1330 ) . 3

."

To thls argumont tho Fourth Intorpational rcp110d°
"It is only natural if wo bocomo sus-
piciously wary: such a - norrowing down of tho
revolutionary tasls--ropla01ng 1npor1“llsm
by onc of itg political masks “that” of. -
Fesclsn=-- is a patent ‘concess 1on to tho
Comintorn, e:patent indulgonco of the. ‘social
pdtrlots of tho. 'democratic! cotntrios, - - :
"ees.They do not take. sufflcicntly 1nto
,account the fact that in tho cpoch. of- dccav1ng
capitalism, shifts and somi-shifts of polit cal ce
rogimos ocour quito suddonly and froquently: o
without altering the social foundation, without
choecking .cqpitelist declinc. On which of thoso
- two procosscs must our policy be based in such
a- funaanontal question es war: on:tho :shifts of
political rogimes, or on tho social foundation
of impcrialism, common to 911 political rogimcs
and unfailingly uniting thom against the rovoi-
- utionary proWCtari t? Tho fundamental stratcgic
qucstlon is our -attitude towards:wer, which it
is lWQOIMluSlblu'tO'uubordinﬁbO t0o episcdic
tacticel considerations and spoculationses..es”
(A Stop Towards Social-Patriotism, Editorial
‘ Board, Bulletin of thc Russian Left Onpos1tlon,
o Now Intornatlonal July 1909 ) o ,

The cormon social foun&atlon of all iMﬁurlalism
is monOpolj Cgpltallsn and tho tcechnology and -industrial )
capaclty which 1t has dov010pcd end which compels it to soarch
for its omplroa. Duc to its pcculier historic and geographic
positicn, Gorman imperislism hes for its objoct the rcconguost
of tho colonics of the "domocratic" impcrialists as & stage
towards vorlid comination. For this the conqucst of tho
Europcan states was necessary. os a prollmlnary stogo and as
a raso for Gorman operationa. For hor sims, all of Europc had
to o converied into an arcna which workod for and facilitatod
the further march of_Gornan militerisme. Upon its socin-ccononic
_foundeation, Germen fascism, in prostrating its’ worFiag class,
“and concentrating on war, brought forth tho greatcst military
machinc tho norld he 4 vt soon, cnabling it to bowl over its
oncmics in burope 1lilo n'no-pins, uhllo glv¢n( to its militoary
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conqucsts tho most ruthlcss charncter. As o have-not nation, -
Germany could procccd oxclusively through violencg, . LT
i ) -~ .., much likec a
~pauper who cnn gout rich 11y through & hold-up. Fascism wcs
only thc "supcr-chargor' to the Gurman ipporialist "motodll.
\

Basing thomsolves on their own rich ocmnircs; England
and America (Gid not fcol this -Gorman "compulsion". However,
alrcady England bogins to think 1n Wgermen"; thoigh not &3 yot
ffascist", berms, cbout Europcs. TFeeling hor  cmpire slipping away
from hor, and confronted by thc most formiGablc of rivals, the
Unitod Stdtos, the English ruling class is boeglnning to discuss
the prospcct of a more dircct . intorvention in Europc after the
war in order %o sccurc for itgelf e morc stoblc:-baso with which
to hold its declining-position in Europ¢ and in thc world.

ﬂdrshall-Smuts,'to.whom Churchill assigncd tempeorarily
his post of Primc Minlster whilc he was away at the Tohoran
Confurencc, proposcd, &s e "solution to. British decline, the oX-
tonsion of the British commonwcalth to the continont to include
Nthose similer democracics of Wostern Buropc which arc. ol our
way of thinking....ontircly with us.in our outlook and way of 1life,
andesesdf tho sanc political%and;spiritual,spbstgncd as
oursclvcs,.' - : R SEE

. R S $

_And if Englend-is boginning £o oriont’ hei*self to
including Western Europe, .is hey  sphero, it is only hocausc sho
has conccded the samc rolo: in Dastorn Burope to Stalin, whosc
specialty is incorporating torritorics in the "fascist! manncr.
Togothor, thce British hope,” thoy:may provs to bt 2 match for
Amcrica. Put Amorica has the pilo of chips, and tho hand to play
thom with.  Fuge loans to Russia end the other Europcan nations;
.food, tha products of h = tremondous. technology, cven temporarily
markcts, will go & long .ay toward frustrating the desighs of
her much veakor imperialist riveale. C o

"~ Amorica has .no . intontion of chandoning Europe to
cithor ¥itsin or Russia. On tho contrary, her intentions and
activitics aro lecding to 2 mest.intensc intorvention in tho
affairs of Buronc. The United States cspouscs most vigorously
the "indopondoncc of the Eufomoan nations', in'ordcr morc suc-
cossfully tc perpotuatc tho division ¢f the Europcen statos and
to preovent. them from uniting egainst hor. under thic leosdersiilp
of Englenid, Russia, or & rovivod Goruany, or a combination of

, mho different powcr nolitics of the ‘various groat
states, which we should follow very carcfully, stoums from the
peculiar histericel dovelopment of thelr rospoctive C
imperialisia -- not fref thoir fascist, "domocr~tic?, or Hussian
Yrotaliterion" masks.. It is not fhe latter vhich dccidecs for us
the qugstion of war or ‘nationcl - indoponionece. , 653
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To spcak of impcrialism:colonizing Europc while
its conquosts arc not definitive-and congolidetod is
un~-Marxian. Marxists dcfine a colony #s an zroa oxploited and
dominﬂtcd by impcriclism, which is.so vackward economicslly and
-culturally that its industrial devolopment is a nottor of the
futuro, and can be roalized ultlmatoW" Ohlj by tho prolctarlﬂt
in its march. toward SOGlul sn.'a S 4 : .

In: th¢g d00151vo scnso of 011m1n°t1ng 1rdustry and
the prolectariat tho Gorman conquovts of Europc can hardly bo
callod "tho colon¢21ng of Europc"e -By:and lergo, the industries
of the conguorcd countrics havo not boon oblitorated or taken
ovor by German fascism, ,:On' the -contrary, Gorneny has put thom
to full uso 1n turnlﬂc out m(tcrials for the Gorman war chhlne.

: If the Gorm ns hqvc dootroyod, or rathor transforrod,
some factorics from thec- conquered countrics to within their
own borders, as may be the case with Poland and tho aroas con-
qucrcd from Russia,. it is no less truo that tho Russians’ have
donc the samo with respoct to tho factories of- Lutv1a,.
’thhuania, Esthonia and Poland._ ‘Phis.rotrogressivc charactor=
jstic is thoroforc not poculiar to Gorman fasecism. Lorcover,
tho "domoeratic" imporialisms are confrontcd with the sama
"problem" in caso of a- victory ovor Gormany. To. climinate tho
. lattor "permencntly" as an imperialist rival is possible only by
.stripping Gecrmany -of hor edvangod tcchnology and industry or by
puttlng obstacles in thc way of its operatlon. What specific
E an Stalin and tho . "democracios™ hzve in the. way of curbing
crmeny wo have -no viay of tclllnﬁ but it is not. cxcluded that
thoy may tacklc the fundamental "problem" of d01ndustr1qllzlng
Govmanj to onc dcgrec or snotnor. : :

Mquﬁfusnly falsc is thorcforo tho utotonont that

"Poland, Latvizc, Lithuanii, Esthonia, the Ukrainc, Whito
Russia, YuEOSlPViu, Czgchoslovelkin, Doenmark, Norway, the
Nethorlands, "Belgium, Franco, Luxcumburg, Greccc-- ail thesc arc
now colonlcg, to all intonts and purposcs, of tho Germen .
cmpiro. . .
No loss falso is tho statemont: "Gorman foecism.
has not only cnchained the Eurcopcan prolotﬂrlﬂt but it has
ccaplstod thoe rulin of the nativo bourroow ic of Buropc as the
intormodiato strata botwoon iteclf and the masscs." (Johnson
razclution,) ) : .

: To say tuat"fusclsm ropreés cnt a harlwng back of
scercty", and that, "it finds itsolf compelled to reducc to a
ross barbarous cclonial slavory tons of millions of advanced:
and civilizod neoplcsi™ or to qyuak_of the "ecapitelist doproda=
tioa of Duropcan civilization Ly Goprman m01opoly apitalism"
is %his not- "rﬂ31“01ng 1mpori lism by onc of its u;lLthJ+ nasksee=
that of Fascism"? o , : 6;4




c And is it olso not "a patont concossion tc the
Comintorn, a pctont indulgonceo of thc . social-patriots of the
tdomocratic!. countrics” to cxempt from tho ‘hurling back of -
socicty" and tho "dcgradetion of Luropoen civilization" tho.

3 violation by "domocratic" and Russian imporizlism of tho
& "national independence", of Italy, Finland, Esthonie, Latvie,

Lithuanie, cnd Poland, end thoir vlolation tomorrow of tho -
"neticnol independoncc® of Gormany ond of oll tho subjoct ”
pooplcs in accordance with. tho war map.of thoir. victory? :
.o _ Yjoro it so, if 1t wore roally~alquéstion of fascisn
ropresoenting "a hurling beck of socicty", or a fasclst '
 M"dogradation oi Luropcan ¢ivilization",. thon fascism would stand
in rolation to "dcmocratic" crpitalism, as foudelinsm stood in
rolation to classic domocratic cepltalism morc thon o .contury
ago. In o war betweon tac two we wvould havo ta support the mors
progressive onse Only within s singloc stotc, -in an lsoleted
struggle, outside of the contoxt of an imperialist wmar, .is it -’
poriissible to ‘support the bourgeols "domoccratich strugglo.-
against frsciswe And cvon thoro, i% is tho worlwers, their rights,
and :orgonizotions vhich wo- defonds. Yo do not dcfond tho
"domocratlio! vourgceoisic against ths fescist bourgooisio dinco
they both rost on a common imporialist sociel foundation,
and for thot rcoson we do not czpross eny confidence in--the
govornnent of tho "democratic" bourgeoisic. This was tha .
situnstion in tho Smanish civil woer. - In thet struggle tho mein ~
cnerry vigs foscisre Lot ug. roccll that we wore .reody to cbandon
that linited strugplo--donocracy vorsus- frscism=-=- had thoe
Spanish war developod into on imporialist war, Our tasl.would
“thon heve boen to soo os the mein cncmy doth tho "aomo-ratic! P
and fuscist opprossor within Spoin and our Guty would have boon
to turn the impericlisi wer into avclass war. for soclalisiie,
Heve we forgotten this so gulckly? ‘ :

Undor imporiclism it is thoe tcchnologicol dovclop=
mont ond industrisl copazciiy, ond not the political stato fove
which dotermincs the relgtive. power of the robber naotions.

In order to scu this, onc would orly Hove to comparo Gorpat
fosclist imporialisn to Itolian foscist iwpericlism, Finenac
cepitnl ot the bpsc of Italian cconouy and militerism wcsg Leo
weok to give to Iussolinil's imworiclistic adventurcs in
Africe more than & bloodry operc bouffc choracter, vindch ende
in brakrupting the nation end contributing in no sriell wey €
thu leter ovepthrew of the fascist reginc. On the othor .

hend the tr onondous tochnology and -industry ot tho basoe of
Gormen cconory cnabloed: Gorian militerism to Bwecp over Europe
like @ wmwchenicel reaper ovor o Ilgld of grains Gorman fogsist
inpericlisn {ights off tho wholo woerld today butbt it should 1o
bo forgotton thot Germnn amporialisi of tho Kaiscr fought otl
the world for four long yoars. '

M.
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Also it is Amcrican tochnology and wealtlh that ud
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making possiblc the rdverso march of both Gormany and Japan.

It is tho Unitcd Statos, on the samec basis, whlch is playing

tho most reactionary rolc in the world today. The revolution
will havo to dofcnd ‘itsclf above all from thc counter-
rcvolutlonqry cfforts.of Amcrican 1mncr1allsm, and not only in
Europc, but in thc wholo . wido world. ~Should wc then say that
Amorlcun impcrialism is hurling socicty. backward9 This would bc
<just as un-Harxian as tho.other contontions..

Nono of the aroas conquorod by fa301st, "domocratic"
or Russ1“n totalitorian imporialism can, from 2 political stqnd-
point, bc rcgsrdbd o8 colonics, soni-colenics, or -
opprossod nations whilc tho imperialist war still ragos, c
whilc the opposing imporiqlist coalitions -arc not yct cxhaustod,
© and whilo the prolctariat has not yet had its chanco to upsct
i 9 tho skull-cart of imporialism. At prosont,- the military con-
Cd quests, no matter how ruthlcss -in charactor, must be considered
by quxlsts as shifts in thc wer fronts, &s tragic opisodos on’
tho” road ‘to tho: rcconstruction of modern ‘socictye: The fato of
thosc. nations, thoir "inddpendencc. .. .bclongs o ‘the program of’
tho intornational prolctariat egainst imperialism", which moans
¢ the prolctarian fight agoinstitho imporialist war. "nd for .

k. socialism. This ‘is the stand of tho Fourth Intornational and. its
' foundor Trotsky, who' txprocssod himsclf over and over ogain in
this spirit, who undcrstood best the murdcrous chqrﬂctor of
fasc;sm, Lnd who could Sulll say:

S bt

-~

"Thﬂt pollc" whlch Lctovpts to pl ¢¢ upon tho
pPOlCt“rlct tho unsolvable task wof warding off
- o1l dengers ‘cngondered by tho bourgooisio and
- 1ts policy of wer is vain, folsc, mortolly den-
goerous, - 'But Hitler's invasion would signify tho
slaughter of the workor°1' And so on, without
cnd., Of coursc, the dangcrs arc mony, very nanye.
It is impossiblec not only to ward thom off,
but cven to forcsce 2ll of ‘them. Should tho pro-
lotarlut attempt at tho cxpense of the clarity and
irrcconcilability of its fundemental policy to
chasc aftcr cach cpisodic danger: sopcrﬁtcly, '
1t will unfrilingly prove itsclf a bankrfupt.
In timc of war, the frontiors w111 bc altcred, -
victorics and defeats will altcrnate with oach
other, DOllth“l rogimes will shift. The
vorkers will be able to profit to the full from
this monstrous chnos only if thoey occupy
"themsclves not with nctlng as tho uupcrv:L.)oru of
tho h13*0r¢cul proccss out by engaging in the
class strugslo. Only the growth of their intcr-
nationeal offcnsive will put an c¢nd not alonc to-
opisodic 'dangors! but clso to their main source:
the class socloty." (A Stop Towards Social=-
Patriotism; Editorial Board, Bullctin of the
Russian Loft Opposition. Now Intcernational,July,1939.)
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Wo rmst not cct "as suporvisors of tho historical
procoss”, Vo cannot now stand from tho heights of tho futuro
.and proclaim: "Fascisn roprosonts a hurling back of socloty"
and "Fascisn is roactionary (among othor roasons) bocausc it
romoves from thoe top of tho order of tho day, tho diroct
struggle for prolotarian, socialist power, ond puts in its
placc the historically outlivod anachronistic strugglo for
tdomocracy!" and "national independonce'. :

A Fcsoism has not hurled socicty backward. Suck-an
assortion could only be nade in tho futurc whon, long aftor tho
. war, on the basis of the roalization of "a porspcctive of

passivity, capitulsation, defcat, and doclino, opprossed classcs
and cntirc pooplos™ will "climb on 211 fours in swoect and in
‘blood over thoe historic road-once clroady traverscd." Vicwed
from tho futurc, ¢ hurled. back socloty, that is, o socicty in
which tho Europcan statcs arc all colonics of a glant m .
imporiclist opprossor, would includo tho c¢climination, not only
of statc indopondenco, but zlso of monopoly capital in tho for-
nor edvancod statos, thc big bourgcoisic. in the formor smallor -
and loss advanced statcs, the climination or romoval of modorn
industry from thoso statos, thoir rcductlon culturally and :
tochnologically to the status of tho proscnt colonial arects, the
deprolctarianization of millions to tho status of coolios and '
‘poasants, ctc., otce ~ ‘ :

In such o hurled back socioty, the wozk native bourgcoisic would
. unitc with the nass of pcasants, and thc not very nuriorous pro-
lotariat in 2 strugglc, at lcast up to a cortain point, aﬁainst
- tho cormon giaont opnrossor. This situatlon would romove "from
- tho tcp of the ordor of tho day, the aircct strugglc for
prolotaerian, powcr, and put in its placo the historically out-
1livod cnachronistic strugglec for. tdomocracy! and “national
“indopendenco”, o : S

Fc. »isn and "Denocracy"

: But oven-today, not to speck of tho futurc, beforo tho
inmpericlist war hos onded, monopoly capitalism cnd the blg bour-
geois of thc conquered countrics batton on their prolotariat,
pcasans, «nd small Dourgeolis mcssces while cinsplring wito bho
Nozis in robbing and pcrsccuting the countlecss forcigners,
rofugccs and Jewish parichs.

_ Objcectively, fascism oand inporiclist war has brought
tho social antagonisiis to a razor's shorpness. In this objeotive
‘senso’ fascism never did, and Gocs cven loss now, "roiove fron

the E%R~°f tho ordor of the day, tho struggle for proloterian
povicr ", S S C

. ' Only in & <limitced sonsc is it corroct to spoak of the
rcactionary historic rolc. of fascism. In the poriod of fascist
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consolidation, bceforo .the war, thoe prolutariat, whilo chgoctlvoly
morc than over the 5001ol_untﬂgon1st of the beurgooisic, 1s ~
throwvn back to o former stage through thc loss of its orgaoniza-
tions and its rights and in its conscionsncss, innsruch as
dcuocratic illusions aro nour;shod. ' :
/

Thus in 1©33, right ¢ aftor ‘the v*ctory of Hitlor,

Trotsky was ablc to say:

"Thoor‘tic“lly, the v1ctory ‘of fq"ciom
4s undoubtcdly an cvidonce of tho fact that
donocracy has oxhausted itsolf; but politlchly
tho fascist rogime prosorvos dcnocrstlc
prc judicce, rccroatcs then, inculcctcs thom in—
to thc youth, and is ovon cancble of importing
to them, for a short t;uo, thu groctest strongth,
Prcciscly in this consists ond of tho nost im=-
portont wmanifcstotions of tho roactionary his-’
toric rolo of fascism." (Fascism ond Dcmocr tic
Slogans, low Intonngtiongl _July 1941)

In consolidating itsolf, Fascism tarows back rovol-
utlongrv consciousnoss. Tho magscs cro nost apt o begin to
stir tcmporarily for tho most clemeritary rights and "in the
rovolutionary awekening ‘of tho messes, dcmocrntio slovun will
incvitebly constitute the first chaptor.!’ . :

Bofore the war, the roa uionary historic rolc of
fascism rmoont no moro than the noed to includo domocratic
slogans as & first choptor in thé revolutionary cwakening of the
massos as part of the tactics’ ‘of our unchungod °tr”tcgy. the
struggle for prclotarian socialist povor. This is perfectly
clcar from tho following: "Fascism will not cracicatec tho past
political ecxporicnco; it is ovon loss capeblc of changing tho
social structuro of the n(Llon.......Evon if thce furthor prog-
rcss of tho strugglo should in general not porm:t, cven- for a
singlc day, tho rcgoncration of a donocratic statce=-- and tliis
1s .vory possiblc-=-the strugglc itsclf cannot dovelop by Tho
circunvontion of dorocratlc slogansi" (Trotsky--Fascism and
Domocratic Sloghns, July 1933, , hcw Intorwationul‘July, 19453.
Our umphasis.) ' R

Ve would be foolish to rcjoct .democratic and
transitioncl slogans in the strugglo for socialism, Beforc wo
can put’ forward agitationally tho culninating socialist slogan
"orkers! Poworl" wo would undoubtcdly havo to put forward nany
prior democratic and transitional. slogtns. However, thc naturo
of thousc tactical trrnsitional slogans is dictatoed b- the first
point on our strotogical agenda: tho struggle for cr>¢ct“r1.n,
sociclist powor . "nd not. the strv gglo for formal. or tourgeoig

dcrmacracy, ' - - 4 ‘959
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There is a diffcoronco cven in the tacticel slogeons
put forward under n "consclideting" frscisii and thosc put for-
ward under onc rocked by the savago impect of the imporialist
viar, ho immincent collansc of fascism docs not roquirec slogons
that will awaken tho proletarist. Rother whot is ncoded are
slogens that will guide an alrocdy avmkencd proletarist to take
the powor into its own hands. :

. The diffcrcenco botwoon tho fascist and tho
"domocratic" political rogimos whon frscism is first consolidat-

. ing its power, and thosc rcgimoes vhon fascism gamblos all by

plunging into an imporialist war 1s most graphically described
togethor with our presont tasks os follows: '

"Noturally there coxists. e diffceronce
botwoon the political rcgimes in bourgcois
socicty, just as thoro is a difforonco in
tho comfort botwcen various cars in a rail-
way train, But whon the whole train is L7
plunging into ani ebyss, the distinction bo-
tweon docaying domocracy and rurdcrous
fascism discppoars in tho faco of tho collapsc

of the ontiro capitalist systome .

P

P

"By his victorios and bestialitics,

Eltlor provokcs naturally the sharp hatred

of tho worlers tho world over. But botweon

the logitinato hatred of the workers and the
helping. of his wockor, but not loss reaction-
ary, cnomics, is an unbridgocblo gulf. Tho
victory of tho imporislists of Groat Britain

and Frencc would nct bo logs frightful for the
ultinate fato of mankind than for that of

Hitlor ond Ilussolini. "Bourgceois domocracy cannot
bo savced. By holping thoir bourgooisic against
forcign fascism, the workors wviould only
nccelerate tho victory of fascism-in thoir own
“country. The taosk which is poscd by history
"1s not to support onc part of the impericl-
ist srstom cgalnst another,but to moke an
¢nd of the systom as a wholc.” (lManifosto of
the Fourth International on the Imporiclist

“War end the Prolotarian Hevolution. liny 1940)

' Tho tosl which is posod by history is not the
fight for bourgecois domocracy and national indcpoendence,

that is, rceruating thoe "democratic" part-of tho imperialist

systcer, "but to wake an ond of the syston as o wholol!

In tho hisftoric poricd in which we live, tho

nda is the struggle for socialiswm.
first point wo noturally dou not bogin
3V powecr. Vo do not bogin with this

59

In tho strugglo for this
with the slogen of worlcr
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for any country in tho world, not cvon whon thero is a rovolution-
ary situction in & particular country. In such-a situction it

is our eulmincting slogan, -and comcs affior- the cstablishmont of
soviots and the hogomony of tho "revolutionists in -the sovicts.
Evorything prior to this.is in the raturc of a transitional
slogon, énd évon workers'! powor is' transitionel to the agitational
slogen, The Socinlist Unitod Statcs, of tho World. :

' . .. We don'4-have to havec tho naticnal quostion to
undorstand ‘that workers powor is‘not an irmodisto action. slogon
- for Europo. But tho national question cs it appecrs today .
cannot oliminatc workérs'! powecr as the firgt pouint on our ..
historical.agenda.: .If it is truc of tho United Stntos it is
“gortainly truo.of Europd, or ard: thero ncople who wish to main-
tain ‘that thoro is- on historicsl top of tho agonda within an |
historiéal top of thc cgonda, that is a sort of "sub~historical”
agonda? In thot caso ono would havo to abendon the idoa of ‘the
rodctionary rolc of fascism in the’sensc of hurling back -
socioty ond of its hoving mede cvlonial ‘slaves of the massgos
‘of thd Buropoan countrics, The reactivntry rolc of fascisnm
would then have to bo givon ‘& Wore limitod intorprotation’ in
tho sonsc of tomporarily throwing back rovolutionary conscious=-
- noss as @& rcsult of on ignominious capitulation to fascisn,
‘and. tho rcsulting blotting out of theo organizations and
‘. domocratic rights of tho workers during tho poriod of fasclsm's
. consolidation. -But cvon this situction wouldvnot climinatc
f workcrs power from thc top of  the historical.agenda but only
¢ from the top of thce "sub-historical! agonda, ‘'whoso first point
£  would bo the strugglc for "douocracy" as & first stago only,
as o moans of awakening tho workors from:tho passivity of thoir
defecat. Howovor, cven. this is valid oaly whon thorc 1s no im-
'perialist war which rocks the fascist structuro to its vory
foundation, and not only awakens thou worker, but proparcs him
tc rush dircctly to soviocts at the very first crash of fascisn.

B T p———

N .. Hencc, instcad of proposing to .the workors of Europe
the historical or "sub-historical® stratogy for the restoration
“of ' thc:indcpcndent:copitalist stotes and: bourgeols democracy,
our- duty tadey is to participrte in thoir class battles in
ordor to load them avey frem thcso rcactionary objcctives
b through tho stretegy of the struggle for socialism and tho -
£ Scciolist Unitod States of ‘Europo under vhich we proposc the
approprictc tactical democratic ond transitional sloganse

The Italian Expcfiondd

The most important ovent of ‘the war thus far, is the
rovelution in Italy, It is also the most instructive cx-
roricnee. Italy is today the bost laboratcry for all progreois.
Tho +¢11 of Kusgolini and thé rise of Sovicts in lillan and
Tuwr. took cur perty complotoly by surprisc bocausc we Gid not
undarstand that when tho "wholo train is plunging into" tho

6Go
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abyss of wer "the distinction betweon deeceying capltalism end
rurdercus fascisii discppocrs in the foco of the collepso of the
cntirc copitcalist systen.” In othor xords fascisn, far fron
hurling back socicty, was itsclf hurlod bock by tho war.

The weorkors of lNilan «nd Turin did not have to be

- awakoned with tactical democratic slog"ns, particularly thoso

which sro dictatced by the stratogy of the flgh* for fornal or
bourgcois daiocracy. At the first crash of the foscist
structurc, the meriers procccded through sovicts on the road tor-

‘werd tho Mostablishriont of eon 'suthoritarisn' ‘sccialist, pro-

loetarion govermacnt'.

e T

\

That thoy did not go ferther than they did is duc not
only to thc Gormian trocps who rushod in 4o ovcrcono‘tbc rcvolution=-
ary vicrkors, but olso to tho cir flcuts of the "demceratic!
inipcrieclists who did not hositato to unload blockbusters upon
the workers whe canc out into tho strocts, burying them in the
nassive ruins cf their citilcs, Truch indced, but all too
truc, cro thoso words: "the scecial foundation of 1nporlgllgm,
cormon to all »noliticzl rcgimos....unfailinélj" unitod "then

~against tho revclutionary prolotariat.” . .

- Gornan foscisn in Northern Italy did not colonizc
this arcc any more thon it colonizcd the c¢ther congucered arcas
of Europc. ihoy did nct climincto Iteolien fascist industry nor
the Itclian fgqc"st becurgooisic. OGCn tac contrary, they nade
cormon ceusc witli tho native fascist bourgeceisic cgainst the
réevoluticnory worlers. Tho appoarance of at least six organiza-
tions compcting for tho support of the Italinn mnsscs dcrionstratos
how untruc is the ssscrtion that "From ond to cnd pf VWestorn
Europc, at the wors closo thore will be no Duropcan social
force, with any clein to stoatc power cxcopt tho proTpt“riﬁt"

German fescis: in tho north Itelisn arces oppresscs
the Italian verkers dut with the Allicd rrumics hrimering at
the German lincs in Italy 1t is casy to scc that this op=-
prossion is of too transitory 2 naturc to nale it, pclitically
spacking, asswie the character of nationcl cnpression. 16 18
casy for us tc scc that tho Goernan cccupction of northorn
Italy is only o snift in tho war frent, but csscntially thore
is no diffurhnco between this and the othor Gormian occupations,
Just bocruss the wer has not cnded, the Gornon )cbupatlon of
Turcpe will, with.cvery possing month, cppoear in its truc
cheracter: as tragic coxsod ;s in the war, s shifts in tho
battle linus. Ho onc in the pgrty apparently cdvocatos the
slogan of "nctional liberotion" for northern Italy, ner doos
anyonc scon to think thot thoerc is o hurling back of socicty
by thc¢ frscists thore,. FouﬁllJ invalid, bocausc the gituc tlon
is qualitatively the sone, is the slegen of motioncl
liberation® for the. rost of occupicd Eurcpo.

(A}
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. At the samo time no onc in the party advocatces
tho slogan "national liboration" for tho Italian arca undor
Allicd control. Apparcntly tho Allics arc not thc national
opprcssors of Italy, though they very dofinitcly oald tho
Itallgn bourgcoisic in its class opprossion.

Fron all 1nforn9tion available the main antl-f"sclst'

orgenizations in Italy beforc tho fall of Mussolinl worc:
tho Party of Action, tho Christizn Domocratic Party, the
Commmunist Party, tho Socialist Party, the Liboral Party of
Reoconstruction, and thc Italian Trotsltyist Party.

"eeeshccording to Piotro Trovos, right wing
Socialist lcedor, writing in 'Labor Discussicn
Notos! for Aupust, of tho six democratic and
workers' partiocs which made thoir appcarance
on the. fﬁll of Ijussolini, the only party which
stood for thc Sociclist Ropubllc was tho :
Italian Trotskyist Part; e (Soclolist Appo l.
(British) Octobor, 1943 .

‘ At tho tino of Husso1ini's fall, ‘the workers thought
of soviots and a way out of thc cepitalist impnssc., This was tho
rovolutionery situation, and in it was an 'Italian Trotskyist
. Party standing for tho Socirlist Republice The bourgcoisic

was confuscd cnd disoricntcde It was bolsterod by tho cntrance
upon the sccno of both Gorman and Allicd imperialism. Gorman
imporiclisn uscs its crmed might to quell the workcrs of the |
north, and in this thcy oro alded by tho 2ir arm of tho Alliod
Impericlisne, Badoglio is sct up by tho Allics. " He is given
overy aid in orgenizing a now army which will stand for order
and "national liboration" and which will roplaco thoe disorgan=
izecd old Itelinn crmy.. Badcglio 1s put at tho hcad of the
Itelian crusadc for natlonul 1libcration" zgainst tho Gorman
fascist opprcssor, Tho Allicd imperislists ihsist thot he
should bc givon this opportunity to holp Proclaim the tarnished
roputcations of tho Italian monopoly capitalists and their
pcliticians and generals., The partics uncompromisod by fascism,
bourgcols and workinﬁ class, form a front with them for
"national liboration Wo hopc tho oxcoption is tho Italian
Trotskyist Party whlcn canmic forth boldly for a socinlist Italy.

‘ Within Gornan occupiod Italy tho monopolists soo the

handwriting on thce well and shift to the Allied imperialist
campe At the same timo the anti-fascist front becoros con-
verted into 2 "national libepation" front which includes this
time tho monopolists who werc bchind Mussolini for yoeors.
"National liboration" bccories the touchstone for fricnd, ob-
scuring thc class antogonisms-and oven tho crimics of the paste
Tho "national libcration" front within tho Gernman occupicd
torritory is linkod to tho "national liberation' front in tho
tecrritory undor Allicd controle The oxtrornc loft of tho

: - , : , _ o 662
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"national liberation" front londs its nrostige to the party

just to tho right of it, rnd this party in turn hclps to ob-
sclve the noxt, until the cxtroiie right -- the party of "onopoly
capite l-~bon011ts fren the guncrﬂl ablu icn. .

' The rovolutionary dctions of tho ninsso “gainst the-
notivo monopoly capitalists has beocome tra nsforhcd nnacr
"netionnl liberation” into & strugglo of 2il tho classes:-to
oust tho German oppressor. mho groat apccific weight of tie
prolctariat -- its logomeny i tno‘utragglo -~ is rcplocod by
tho hcgeriony of tho monopolists ond tho imporicliste in %o
"national liboration strugglc. Tho uilltury organization of the
workcrs, which ccn bocome a sorious forec only by undcrnining
tho armics of imperialisn w1th 2 rovolutionary progrom, LCCONOS
undcr "national liberotion® on auxiliery guerrila force rro-
paring tho way for tho main forcos of tho Badoglios and thc Allicd
impcrialistses Thus tho bourﬁcolsio, using all its rcsouf csa
and bocking to strugglo for tho right to cxploit iis nmasscs in-
dopendently of tho Gormen fordgignor, inexorably puts ;us
hogu*ony upon thoe "national liberation" strugglc. -

. Tho burning- class issuos, cven tho quosticns of
duuocr ¢y, -arc hypocritically "postponcd" in the nano of tho
nain end first task: tho ousting of tho Gorman conqucror.
"National libcration" pornits the staggering ond punch~dvunk
bourgcoisic to rcocovor .from its holklosanous, $0 rcbuild its
eriiy of order, its stcote forcos, to regain its lost roputations,
in short to put itsclf cnecc norc into: a poultlon whero it can
bost deal with the burning clasz igsuos, and wherc 1t con also
best efford to put ;orznrd its noro liberal reproscntatives.

~ This pat sarn i bCin repcated in 211 of Eurcpce. The
antiuotc to it is tho utrugglc ¢or socianlism and tho class fight-
egainst the iuperieslist wer, and not the vo ry thing winich is pro-
motlng this pattorn == "nqulonul liberation" and tho struggle
for formel or bourguois "dcnocr“05 - - '

: . Tho Lppo"r“noc of gov10tu in Ite ly is the nost in=
Dort"nt foct .thet has onergod from the wor ‘sc far., Any attompt .
to play this dovm and to forco 1t into tho frulcvor‘ of
bourgeois doemocracy roveals & complotc imisrcading of the ovonts,

"sovicts con crisc only ot the time when the uns
novericnt entors into an openly rovelutionary . stege.. Yrom thy
Iirst nonont of their appenrance, the sov1utg,"001nb .8 & pivot
oround which millions cf toilers .ﬁro unitced in their strugsle
ngeinst the cxploiters bocunce competitors and Op?qﬂvﬂta of lccal
cuthoritics and then of tho contr 1 bovcrnaont. (Prograxm and
rRO&C}%UlODu cf thic Founding Confercnco of the Fourtih Intornationnl,
1938 ' T o ) ‘

’

The nppour \NCC of S0 v1otv JAn Italy COﬂflPﬂu dranatic -
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S 2lly our strotcgic struggle for socialisn and puts the stamp

¥ on what wo proposc os tho tactical Geisocratic ond transitional

slogons for ‘the Iitalian werkcers which cord undcr this strategye
To countorposc denceratic slogans to spontancous scvicts and
almost to rogrct their appcarcnee’ beeause tostod portics do not
‘oxist ot thc time or bcesusc as yet M"the masscs do not have an
authontic rovolutionary party of thelr own", is to urge just tho
kind of pcoticnce on tho rinsscs of which wo accuso the veourgeoisio
whon thcy want to Ypogtpono" democrotic rights for the nassose.

‘ Whore, if not in the sovicts, arc the partics, = in-
cluding tho onc that is not yot the ~uthwntlc rovolutionary onc, -
to bo tested as rovolutionoryr partics? What othér period if not
tho scvict pericd Ls :ost conducivo for the spcody growth of '

ne rovolutionery forccs so. thot they can boccro Lo "authentic

rovolutionary party-of the nosscs!?

i
5

. " Of coursc, tho soviots in Itcly have boon momentarily

crushéd rnd the pronising rcevcelution.of tho workers aborted.

But thoir anpoarance heralds tho character of the strugglc and
the noxt rovolutiondry offcnsive of the workers will bring
sovicts incvitcbly to tho fore. Whun®this happons it will bo
the duty of the Italian Trotslyist Party to cntér cctively into
tho soviets in ordcr boldly to direct their rovolutlonory
devoloprents This dobs not mncen thot it doos not at the sawno
gime put forth deiceratic slogans nor cvén re ject the prrlian-
entary strugslo should such oxist ot the sanc tihc. -

! , S S o
. But if at such 2 tinc the party shifts its sraphesis
to the parlisncntary struggle ond cverlooks the sovicta, in-

stcad of oxploiting the poriicentery struggle for the purposc
of incrcesing the speeific welight of the sovicts and itsclf in
it, then 1t will unf ¢ilingly becoics bankrupte: o

Botwoon the prosent and thic next rovolationory
situation in Itcly cxists an intcrin in which it would bo foolish
to call for scvicts, bub ve must not overcstimato this intcrval.
To-10rrov, as & rcsult, lot us ssy, of a hurricd Gorrian with- '
dravel - in tho nértit of Italy for rocsons of nilitary stratcgy,
during which the Allics org not eblc to folldw up with the ncces=
sary rapidity, o now vacuull 1oy develop which may be filled oncc
morc with tho contont of scviots. This is <dnly onc of tlic pose-
sibilitics whiclk it is impossiblc to forccrst uzcopt as &

possibilitye. In any edsc, howcever the rovoluticnary situction
naey arisu, the pelicy of clinging to the "domwerntic" cpoch

will catch us uncuares wgsoine.
' At the »nroscnt timc, whon the bourgee
arily rcingtalled and baceled by tho supcricr fo

sa of iu=
perinlisii, wo do not ccll for sovicts, nor is tlhorc ony Teangor”
of tlcir r~rising spontonccusly. In the prescnt Italion
situction, dsuceratic demands and thelr parlicrenbtary rofrection
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should be our cocnccrn, and in vicw of tho impcerialist and

bourgceois offort teo- oither dony donceracy to the messes or. to
linit its character, wo shculd give then the riost resolutc and
sudacicus character; but cverything would hong in tho air if :
wc did not at tho sanc time press the boldcst ccononic denands
or participate and load the cxtra-parlianontary strug-"lc. .

Tho c¢mphasis on only douocratic doirnds sounds like thoe follow-
ing passage fron Trotsky's History of tho Russian Revoluticn:

"aAnd sinco tho beurgeoisic is driven into
allinnco with the rcaction nct by heated
phrascs from orators and journclists, but by
indcpondont activity of the teiling classos, .

" tho Eonshovils tricd with all thoir powecr to

opposc this sctivity -- to opposo tho ccononie
strugglo of tho werkers and pcasantse tFor tho
working class!', they taught, tsocial questions
are not now of the first importonco. Its :

.prosont task is to cchicvo political froodom.Tﬁ'

' ' Tho struggle for political frccdont in indissoluble
conncction with tho ccononic and oxtra-parlidnentary activity
dictatos, at precsent, such doriands ¢s universal ‘suffrago for
rion, wonicn, and the you'1 which has rcached the ago of 18,

Tho bourgcoisic and the lmpcrialists arc on rccord for a
Constituont Asscibly at loast vorbally, but thoy say they want

. to postponc its cloction until aftor military victory has becon

a"chicved. This, dictates a bold strugglo on cur part for
cloctions now, cnd not only for the Constituont Asscrbly, but

also for cleoctions to all tha runicipcl cloctoral bodics, ctce

Tho slogons for political frocdom, tho slogan of tho

Constitucnt Assoibly, weorc raisod by the Monshcviks, Cadots,

otc., o8 well as by thw Bolshoviks during thoe Fcbruary rovolution.
Tho diffcrcncc betwcon tho way thc Bolshoviks raiscd thoese =~ =
slogans and the way the others did flowecd fron thcir rcspoc-

tive stratcgics -= socialist rcvolution or tho bourgcoils :
Mgorocratic” rovelution. The stratcegy of soclalist rcvolution
dictatcd to the Bolsheviks an inchoasing cggressivoncss of
their slogans in «ll sphores, political, cconomic and cxtra=-.
parlicmentary, and rcsultod in shifting tho apccific woight of
the struggloe onto tho soviots,; from which thoy cncrgod as tho
cuthentic rcvolutionary perty of the fnasscs leading thom to tho
victoricus prolotarian rovolution. On thc othcr hend tho' ot~
toript by the Monshcviks to limit tho strugile to the bourgedis
NGomocratic! rovolution gave thoir donweratic slogens a hollow=
ness and inpotency for which thoy tricd to cormpensate with o .
desperate dopondence on the Constituont Assonbly, which . in turn
they darcd not cven convoke end which déndecd in their bonk-
ruptcy and disporscl from tho scone of the sconc of tho o
rovolution. = o 665
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In Italy todey, deiocratic domands ars surcly

importonu, but the scelc *Lut ncrspnctlvc rcquircs not only a
uhurpcnlng of . these demoanGs ond these in fthic cecnoulc sphcro,
but also go inportant a ungcﬂ s the demnnd that Ltaly get out:
of the 1Apori“11°t wer of bOtl robbor coalitions. At the sarc
time the vengunrd promotes’ rovolutinnery uropﬂyﬂndn to undcr-
riinc tho 1npov1fllutv wWho . ﬂro Ticking of Itglg a olﬂocv sheriblos
and on arcna for. c«uvtnr-rovoluulongr" schemcs rgainst tho
workers ond pansents. This slugan uill grip tho hoart of tho
long suffering ond war WC“ry Itcliah mosscos, dnd oxposo at tho

sane time the Stalinist, rcformist, buurg601 and liberel sup-
portors of tho war, Thls is the- Xind of a taCuiC flowin" fron v
o sociglist porspoctive that con nmost profit the Italian ' E
Trotslyist Party ond dcvolop if into tao ﬂuthontlc rcvolutionary :

- party of the nossost #*

By tao srmo tokcn, tho rcvolutionary strugFlo of tao

Gornan worlers will bo obstructed tn tho cytont that "national
libergtion and tho struggle for bourgeois demwceracy coros for-

verd ta. dcreil thom fronm the strugglo. for scvicts and tho
socinlist rcevolutions At tho proscnt timc in Gormany the
advenced vwerlors should coroe forward morce and noro with tho”
dcuand that tho Goruen doldicrs bo withdrawn from the occupicd
countrios vhorec they arc usod %0 OpDrCSolng their closs brothors

LN

-in thc othcr nhtlons. It will be ‘the duty of the Aucrican,

Bricish, ITonch, hele) Czoch, Polish, ctc. vicrkors: to ceomc forward

to oppress the Gerien worker's. This is thc csgeontial corollary
to the struggle for c01qllsm 1n'"ll tho CCuntrics of Europc.

Tho Soc 11st Unitod Sta tos of Europo

TIO cering Cnllgpub of HlulCP mhica will offoct all
tho Buropcan countrics to onc degroc or anothor will ot thé
sono time, compol the Allicd LPpOrl”llutu, togctlior with Russia,
to usc overy ncans to crush the strugglo ror 5101a11un. This
gives o now esncrctoncss to “tho slozan tho "Socinlist Unitcd
Stotcs of Buronc". Thoe attompt of o peonleos to rcalizce thelr
long chorished tspirctions w1li bo ccuntorcd at cvcery turn by the
bour5001a¢o and the inpericlist and thoir-partics ouong the
vorking cleosse, Thoy will not Squ at drowning thoe fovu1u+1on
in the blosd of tho vorkers. .

, Feonec tho utrutugy of t ho Foufth Intornntional --
the Socialist Unitod Stotes of Europo =-- oy, in thoe.concrcte
situaticn of o rovolt thr.atcned by the supcricr forccs o tho '
beurgoeocisic and tho iriporialists, find its onlys golutionh in o :
rinfiﬁg call to rcvolutlon prfel tho workers in' the noighhoeruag '
countrics, Tho contont of this c¢all would be. thic Socialiot
Unitod Stntcs of Europe ‘2as an irmmedintc cction slogon of tho
highist inportancc. This is tho living wey in which wo zuculd
dotornlno the efficacy of the Socieclist United States of huropc
sgee last page for omission ~ S 666
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both as o strategy cnd es an irmcdicte tactic, and not mochonic-
ally according to tho dictum thoat the nassces must first "have

at their dlspOSal indcpoendont national states". In tho concrote.
circumstances, tho "national liberotion® of the bourgeois stato
rey .st1ll not be accomplished and, oveon if it wero- the masscs
hevo novor yot had ot thoir disposal a bourgcois statos Thoro

ls no hard and fost lino betwoen tho Socizlist United Statos

of Europc as on action or 2s o propagenda slogon. Tho

Socialist Unltoa Statos of Europo must be our rcal strategy in
Eurcpo today, cnd not. "national: 1iborktion" and the fight for . .
bourgeois "domocracy", This stratogy will nmoro and umorc assumo 7
an irmediato tﬂctlcal fornm proviuing wo ¢ngago in tho clcks
strugrgle and tho fight for sociclism roather than swinm with the
nationalist and "domocratic" currcnt. _

03

The Bourgooisic anu}thohNation-

Tho bourgeoisic never dofonds tho fatherland for the
sake of the fathorland. - Thoy deferd privetc property, pr1v1logos,
profits. Whoncver thcse sacred valuos aro throatonod, the
bourgooisio 1nnodihtoly takogs -tho read of dof0°tlsn.'

‘Tho high point'df'bourgoqis defcatism was tho surmor
of 1940 just after the.fall of Francc. And yot ovon then tho
bourgecoisic was not 86 reomoved from thoir privato property,
'oriv:Llcgou end profits that it wes possiblo to say that the
prolctarict rcprcscnted tho nation, History hcs tought us that
at loast for the asdvancod countrios the prolctnrlut roprooonts
the nqtlon only whcn it has Mcnlovoq workers! powcr.

' uCnOpolJ ca Dlt”llsn 2t no time w1shos to surrondor
any of its priv1lonon or profits to a-forogin conquoror. If its
arnics suffer o crusliing dcefoct by tho arnios of o rival im-
porialisi1 then tho nencpolists will cttompt to conclude that
bargein with tho conquorors os to their placo in tho now state
of affairs which will bost safoguard their profits and positions
of privilege. They will' thon await thce future and risc to tho
dofonco of thcir tﬂto'nguin whon ncw forccs come forward which

12lke pogsible s rocoupmng of what thoy havo lost, plus an op=-
portunity for now profits and plunder, Ly

To ono . oogroo or nothor thls is what has happoncd to
tho bourgco¢31o of Europo ¢ t tho time of -Hitler's congucsts.
In nona of the Cuuntr10ﬂ~wauro rcal monopoly capitalism
¢xistod did the Germons cxpropricte their nrooortiou. They
menipulated tho cnon¢0ﬂl, stocl or clectrical cartols t& Sasure
Goriinn deninance in tho Europcan of world m&rkot bu@ﬂﬁi%l“"
cach of tho spceific countrics tho native. mnnopo11ﬂt WCI'C pCI'=
mnitted to Okpl”lu their own workers on the basis of thoir con-

tinucd owncruulp cf native monopoly capital,

Whatcvcr may huvo boon tho ultimato ains of Gorman

/

T
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imporialisn, it is o fact that they did this, and that they
raisod to full production, by and largc, thc notive industrics i
of tho occupicd countrics in order to suprly the trciondcus nccaés’
of tho Gorman war machino.. If anything, the ultiacte alms of
Gernan. imporialism could. only make the notive wmohupoly capltolists
fool moro inscourc and foro willing to sssume the role of do-
fonders of- tho nation. S .

In Frencc, the Gérrdns collaboraged with the Conito
dos Forges, the Banlt of Francg, the- Banque-Wurus, the Banque
de Paris ot de Pays Bas, and the Banque dg¢. 1iTndo«~Chinay to
plundor tho proporty of tho labor unions, the rofugcces, and the
Jows.  This preperty wog tokon ‘over by tho statc and given to
_thosc banks. Tho. Gormdns thon, bought the proporty from the
banks, using the "occupation franes" which they rcecived from
tho Bank of Francc cvery day to covor the costs of German
occupntion, The banks were- permiticd to keop the purchnsc prico
~of the property paid to ‘thom by the Geriicns, - S

B In this way, as. joint plundercrs with the Gormans,
: not to spcak of thoir customary monopclistic profitcoring,
E they. werc ablo to trensfor to Alglors after the Allicd conquost
E of Africs, the sum of $$350,000,000, which Rooscvelt, as o
fricnd reiscd to $525,000,000, through manipulation of the
forcign cxchango. How stiggoring this ‘sum is foer the Frcnch
rionopolists can bo socn if wo rocall that the cntirc French gold
rosorvce in 1940 stood only at $2,000,000,000, cnd alsc that this
booty roprcsonts abcut 15% of the entirc Fronch budget of the .
3 " yoar 1941-42 in which is inglucdcd thce sw: c¢f 100,000,000,000
: frenes to covor. the costs of Gerrian cccupation for thet ycarl

© The 200 farilics in Frande ond in the othor countrics
ara herdly in tho Wosition of an opprdsscd class, nor aro they
non-cxistont. Howover, this doos not mean thot thoy arc not
for “national liboration". They would cortaoinly like to roverse
tho cartcl crrangemonts in their fovor, besidcs having the un=-
trarricled opportunity to cnslave completoely thelr own native
and colonial pcopldés, not to spoak of whabtever Loot: cen be
gotten fron boing on tho side of tho Allicd vickcrs. =

- That is ‘why tho cnly clement in French svclcety thot
3 is hopcldssly conpromiscd as dofocotists, ag laclicys of tho
3 Germans, arc the Lovalists and their "plebien® foscist frionds,
the Dorictists. All the rost, from Do Gaullo, 'to Giroud, to
Potain, arc deofensists, "ndtional liberoters®, but cach plays
: this pa rt diffcrontly, according the circumstances in wnich he
4 finds himsclf, - ' ' '
. . . o . - *

Potain the truo roprascatative of tho 200 familics,
cven in the derkest-days of Fronch dofcat ncver considerad
himsgli wmorc than o vietiiz of adversity -- Yy which ho nwant
the Germionzg. o camo forward in ordor to get the best beorgoin
from tho victer, while defending as mmch as possible the in-
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torosts and the indepondonce of the 200 famillos. This at-
titudo only stiffonod with cvery dofoat suffercd by Hitler and
with ovory now cvidonco of American powor. Yostorday, Pctain
could fight with Laval ovor submitting Franco nore than was
nccocssary to Hitler's now order. Today, when preventced from
broadcasting to tho French poople o promisc of a parliancntary
govornnient, Potain furthor onhances his prestigc by doclaring
that ho now considors himseclf a prisoncr of the Germans and,
by rctiring from an activo role in the affairs of tho statc.
Ho is too clovcr to rotirc complotely. It is important that ho

© 8t111 como’ forward as tho champion of "national liberation" from
time to timo, oven if "innocontly". This is tho political in-
torprotation that tho Fronch massos will givo to his apparontly
innocuous Christmas broadcast that "all Fronchmon will 1ove aach
othor again."

The roprosontativos of tho U.S. Stgto Dopartmont
conspirod with tho Potainists to produco the “hero" Giraud and
tho "villein" Darlan on African scil in ordor to holp preparo

" tho Amorican victory,. In tho glory of this onterprise, in which
Darlan was to bo onbrﬂci by tho "horo" Giraud himsolf it was
hopod that Darlan night rotriove somo of his wvanished honor in
ordor that both he and Giraud = tho men of tho 200 familiog ~-
may tako ovor tho stratogic and commianding positions of thoe

"National liboration" movemont outsido of Franco.

Amorican imperialism is roady to produce tomporary
disappointnents in order to roinstato, tho rcliable forccs of
roaction as a native and not alion clonont of thoir own nation.
Thus the policy ‘of Darlanism and Badogloisme At tho saroc time
the pepular De Gaulle is pormittod to attain political hogeomony
of tho Fronch Cormittcc of National Liboration, providing
the largc, growing, rodern Fronch orny, which will be the spoor=-
head of "notlonﬂl liberation", bosidos the instrunont of law and.
order, romains In tho hends of Giraud.

> Despite all tho political clashos and ¢lashcs of
* 9 politiclans, tho cssontial links }n the chain of natlonﬂl

3 liboration" o roc as follows: tho "national liboration" undor=-
ground bloc, which is tiod to tho Do Gaullc Fronch Conmittuc
of Nationcl Libcration, which is tiod to Girsud, who is tied
to Pctain ond French monopoly capitelists, who arc tied to
Allicd impcrialism, It is through this chain that the ox=~
ploiting classcs and their rcprosontativos in thoir rolos of
-loadors of tho armics of"national liberation", intond to
roostablish complotoly thoir chailns over tho masscs,

Tho Proletariat and "National Liboration

Prolotarian hogemony in tho "national liboration"
moveriont novor coxisted, and con oxist even less now, Just as
in Italy tho prolotariat can ostcblish their hccomony over o
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rovolting movemont only whon thils novornt ig dircctecd ageinst
capitalisn itsoclf. Tho worksrs orc conpclled to create thoir
own srmics, and thoir ultimatc. succcss will c¢epond to a largc
dcgrcc upcn the' cxtont to’ which they can underrine fho arriios of
inperialisme. Othorwviso, whon it is & ationnl, that is, ob-= =
E * joctively bourgeoils, movenent, it is tho. rosources, the strongth,
§ of the bourgooisic and thc tremondous. backing of inpcrialism on

® - the oubtside thot assurcds the hegonony of tho:bourgcoisic in tho
movencnt. Tho nosscs aro thon.cloarly the dupcs who rush to
tho chains which will cnslave ‘thore: & " STy

o On tho basis of "nationsl liberation", notioncl unity
in .Frence cncompasscs tho classos to.such a dogrec: thag. tho ..
orstwhilc popular front looks lilko ¢ .soctarian loft wing. bloc
in comparison. The rainbow: of nationel unity ranges from CX-
troéme rod to tho darkest purplc. of the rionarcghists end fasclsts.
Tho ran whom tho U.S. Statc Dopeortncrit. chesa to handlc its con-’
“tacts for tho invasion of North 4frica wos tho,ultra ;reactionary
Loneigre-Dubreuil, who I8 the hoad of tho -Fronch Association -
of Taxpayoers, o big businoss’ lobby financod by the banks; who

. worked haond=in-glove with tho Comite dcs Porges,  the steol trust,
possecssing proporty in fustria hnd Axis countrics; .end who load

-
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the Fescist ricts in Paris in 1934. . I
, Following is a’somplc. of. tho sai sort of thc sono
‘gort: of national unity of - tHo united underground povemeny- whoso

"rellying cry is "oust tho jnvader- first".. It: ombraccs such-
various boafcllows as the Stalinists, Socianlists, Roadical .-
Sociclists end tho nogt roeactionary roprozontatives of French.
monopoly capitalisme 0 TEe TR0 e T mo L i

4 - .o . > .
. . -

. "A' groat -sehsetion vies. broduccd..in- tho -
United Watioms; ‘o fow riouths go,: DY the--arrivel &
A in London of tic mon who hed been political: ad=
o ‘versarios, and whoao cchspicuous fricndsaip .. .
, .~ ‘wng hold out to tho world os g SLgr of the -
: © rcnagecnt unity of Francc.. Piorrc:drossolotto.
3 : vies lmown boforce the war &85 cno. of the mect dis- .
3 . tinguished menmbors of tho Socialist Party. ..
Charlcs Vallin had boen top man in the Croix
" ¢u Fou organization.... UL U

o

. _ B R
o ‘Maccording to his public stotenonts, .
Brosaclcette hag not ‘rc joctcd scocialicilesss
it sconms that ‘his only roal Intorost, so°. - .,
fer as thc:present is conccrncd, is to have
the ¥azis out of Frincc. Charlés Vallin . ¢
nlso wanta to remain truc to.his forner -
1donlsess. (Bo) joinod the "Natlonal hevolution®
ond wes givon o high pesition by the goveIn=
nont of Marshall Pctain." (Rovicw of Politics.
Jonuery 1943, Y. Re Sirons)
' k7c
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Tho'war cry of nationcl frocdon" is tho cssentieal
-platfornm of tho unitcd undorground movoumcent. It is the slogan
which we cre told mmst bocono tho "most important of all the
denoeratic demends that can be mnado". The rcactionarics, tho
ronarchists, tho fascists arc also fcr "national liberation',
and reomaining truc to thoir idcals, thoir "naticnal liberation
doos not oxclude fascism, military dictatorshig, nor ncnarchisni.
Vio must roromber that it is tho bankruptey of M"domocracy" which
givos pisc tec the nost ronctionary roginos. "Natioﬂal libcrotion"
can rocan not only the cnslavomont of tho massos by democratic!
~capitalism but 2lso by fascist capitalisu. . '

p
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Politically, tho war cry "first oust -tho Gorman
invadori" moans subordination of tho class struggle to tho
primcey of notional unity. In kay-Junc 1941, bceforc Hitlor's
attaclc on Russiz, tl:ic Fronc working clcoss was 1lifted out of thwe
stupor ongondorod,scnong otl.or t'iings, by the fall of Franco, by

- tho nagnificent tlrco wocl gonoral striko of 40,000 ninors in
northern Franco., This action, whiiclh: was not orgenizod by tho
Stalinists, was dircctod against tho Fronch mino ownors. For
that rcason it was saboteged by tho do Gaullist loadors, who
viowod it as a violation of tho national front ond as a subordine-

- etion of tho first and mein task; tlic ousting of tho Gorman

_inveadcerl .

: This rmst be the 1lino of tic "mational liberaticn®

- front! And if ousting of tho Gormans worc the chicf task, thoy
would bc sbsolutoely right. Thoy aro just as right as Rooscvclt
is whon 0 domends 'class poaco from thoso who beliove in tho
primnacy of tho Amcrican war cffort., Whion tho workors go out
on strikec, thouglh thoy nmay not realize it, th.oy orc Tighting
against the imporialist war. Whon tho Fronch ninors wont out on
strike they woro fighting consciously or not, against "national
liboration" and for a socialist Francce In . tho strilke, tho
Fronch worlers opposcd .tiic front of the Fronch bosscs, tho
‘Do Gaullists, tho French police, and the German forcmen, with
tho Fronch and German nmain forcos of ropression in tho backe-
ground. Parasdoxically enough this unity of tho French and
German capitalists sorved to promoto tho futurc "naticnal
liboration" of tho Fronch bourgcosic, ' :

" To bo tho champions of "national liboraticen", to
soc it as the main task, mcons to accopt 2id, fron whotovor
quartcr, that will rimko 1ts achiovcriont roal.e Thus it is only
natural for tho undergreund, niliterily no rctch for the oc-
cupying forcocs of the Gorman conqueror, to look to the outside,
to tho arnics of Giraud end the Allics, as tho chiof instruacnts
of thoir "national liboration”, It wculd be a poor champion
of "national liberation" who would try to counscl against this,
and if tho masscs woro intoxicatod with "national liberation
they would look upon hiil as an cnomy spy in thicir ranks. 6

_ T
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~ Only to tho oxtont that tho Harxists rid tho masscs
of their nationslisi cnd- aro the foronest participants and lcad-
ors in tho class battles for sccialism, con the worlicrs under-
stand tho rcal rnaturc of tho class onony and tho imporialist
#1iborators", Only in unccasing class strugglo carricd to its
highost stages can tho worliers praparc their forces against |
tho cxisting and approaching counter-rovelution. - To -say that -
thc messes want to got rid of the foroign opprossor first cnd
.that they will thon oomq;to.tprms,with’thoir’own-opprossors,ia
to bo the victim of ‘n mood that cen only rosult: in- forogoing .
tho preliminary and cssontial building,upqofstho,class~force$;
and provonts thc systematic weakoning of:tho class forcos of
tho oncmy, netive and forcigny It does not nzko. possiblo that
favorable rolationship-of forcos. which ends in victorys o

© - No Support o tho Portisans) .o

: - Howevor the mnsscs crn taomsclves in tho occcupicd
countrios, thoso militery forces of tho peoplo .cennot, and
will not, on tho basis'of‘?national liberation', form thc corc
-of the futurc preloterian ermy fighting for socialism,., These
forcos con only dcvelop, so long as they fight for tho sanec
national divisions as Alliod imporialism, as auxiliary forccs
to tho main body of tho Allied crmids. They will bo led and
controlled by the united undorground contor, whosg aim 1s tho
croation of an inddpendont capitélist statc, -usually of the
Mdomocratic® veriofiy.- For:this roacson the popular arnod forccs
connot comc into fundariental conflict with tho bourgeoisic or
thoir imporizlist backers: Tho Iattor's policy will thoroferec . -
bo, not the disarming-of the popular forccs, but tho utilization
3 of them in preparing the ground for the main imperizlist of- .
-9 fonsive agcinst tho Gorrmen armics. They will thon bocomo in-
tegrated into, and subordinatod to, the main forcos of Allicd
imporialism and its genoral strotogy.. Lol T
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1 : ~ If tho popular forcos arc strong, it will tcnd to
- ~give thom a rclative independencd on such- sccondary quostiens
as bourgeois "domogracy", which, they con reclize as rgoinst
the out and out roactionary politicel program of capitalisi.
It is doubtful if imperislism will attempt tc procipitato a
3 civil war on this quostion,  This ¢an bo gocn fron the shift
2 of impcrialist support fron Mihailovitch to the Partisans in
: Yugoslavia, I ' A : '

Once tho Gornan armics arc defeated the populer
arnics will vory casily bo dissolyed, by their leacers, pro-
viding thoir bourgoois “domocratic" program is realizcd.

no "domocrcotic! loaders will thon organige thoir own regular
arnty standing for law and order and tho bourgeois rcpublic. .

4 Only through the workors o« riing-themselves on a
progran for sccialism and class 'strugsle will the attonpts bo
nace by "aemocrots", capitnlists, and imperialists of overy
varicty, to disarn then. ' : b2
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Long boforo that they will try to provent thom from arming,
and . falling this thoy will conduct o uncorsing civil war against

“thom. All politiccl she. inpgs stoanding on the coimon sdelal

foundation of imperialism will unfailingly unito against the

- . revoluticncry prolotoriats

. . 7. Tho first swift blows of the onrushing Gorman armios.
scottored the arnios at the baso of bourgoois rule and croctod
tho nost favorablo opportunity for tho massos in tho districts
whoro Gorman domination was not ostablishod to organize thoir
own nilitary forcos and progdod with roasuros of sccial libora-
tion.- In this fluid situation -tho rovolt of tho poople could
havo deyclopcd in a socialist diroction, wore it not that this
rovolt bocamo dorailed onto tho tracks of "national ldboration

- and "domooracy." Tho further dovolopmont of the movomont in
this dircction does not bring tho massocs into basic conflict with
tho bourgcoisio a2hd tho imperialists, but rather ostablishes tho
hogoriony of the lattor in tho movoment. Whatcver conflicts con-
tinuo inVvclve not a basic . nttack on tho social ordor but on tho
socondary- aspocts of class rulo. . - I . velaze £ (2dF7 00 OF
o "~ botwoon the "domocrats" and the reactilonarios, but
at-the samo tine thoy would not he

,itatojtoﬂgnito_pgh;nstipho‘

compotition of a ‘true rovolut;onary~fbrco.

- This is the situation in Yugoslavia. Tho Partisan
movoront started out as rovolts for true sclf-detormination
ragainst roactionary. Groator Sorb opprossion, ageinst tho rich
landlords, bankers, and clorgy, who romaincd in Yugoslavia =~
and woro tho protectod by Gorman impcrialism. In tho first
stagos of thc 'Partisan hovoment tho Nazis and tho roactionary

- Yugoslavian classcs- proscntod thomselvos to tho massos as olass
ononiiocse It was only nawural that Mihailovitch should find hime
‘8011 clogor t6 the Hitloritos than to the rovolting Pcoplo;~ As
tho Partisan movonont camo undor tho control of the "national
liborationists", whosc chiof and first task was to drive out tho
Gormans, sccial liboration bocame an incrcasingly smaller part
of thoir progrars Thus on Docombor 15, 1942, tho Partisan
Constituont Asscmbly listod as its principal tasks: “tho dovelop=
ing and tho strongthening of tho alraady oxisting unity of the
front-and roar; tho organization of supply to tho Pcoplo's
Liboration Army and to tho' guorillc dctachmonts; the strongth-
oning of tho work of tho pcoplo's liboration cormittocs; tho -
safoguarding- of pcrsonal froodom and proporty; the’ raising
of tho cultural lovel of tho poople, tho organization of social
wolfarc ond tho public hoalth protoction scrvicos."

-~ This progran onitg completoly any rcal attack on-
capital, which' is™thc basis for national unity.. It ombraccs
all tho classos and tho clergy, oxcept for tho Great Sorbion
ultra-rcactionarics, rnonarchists and politicians, and is tho
logical counterpart of tho Portisan ticup with tho Allied and
Russian imporialist cdmpe. In Juno, 1942, tho Partisen Con-

‘ - ity
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forcnce of Yugoslov Poatricts covlé soys .

e lluorgt;on struzsle in yuntuq"ﬂro,
Bol:a, and S«nOJLk agoinst the foscist imperinl-
ist robvors is o componcnt part of tho struggle
carricd on by the pcoplos of VU”OSWuVlu,‘Cﬂ‘
slavod pcoplos of the »uropocn stotos os woll
as by our cllicg~= the UeS«S.R., Great Britain
and thc C. S.n."'(our umph‘si°) :

:

In nualtlon to this, tho Pertisen Gonoral

quartors issucd the crdger on .oy 15, 1942, that the "Partisan

suthoritics on tho bzsis of the decisicns-of the- National
Libcration Front will .shoot covoryonc.who is preved to‘hcv
attonpted to erh no mottor whet kind of ermod unlts, aside

from pertisen units viich arc under tho cormand of the goncrﬂl
hoqaouurtors of tho Slovenian Partlsan Unlts.' (uur cmpa asis).

;?5 ~ On tbo basis of th01r Mdonoere tlc rog*ﬁn tho.
. Partisan lcaders ncgotiated with tho ultre —roactionsry-
M Mihciloviteh in ordor to includo hinm in thoe ncotional front.

ho nationclism of tho Partls n noverent which has lod it into

*“tho Alliod imperialist cdmp is now go doveid of any basic-

attacl: on Yugoslavien caopitalism thet /it is not oxcluded thet

the rcprcscntatives of Grooter Scrb oppression nay yot. corne

. to torms with Tito., Howcvaer, this is not tho &oclsﬁvc thinge
- -What is impertant -is.thot tho_dercilient of. tho. .class. struggle
in favor the national struczle! prepares tlc bPLC{ which w1ll
soonor or lotcr reinstcll the rcactioncrics of “the old or now
ricty in tho comie nclnn n081tions of Yugcslovian suvcictye

Clarity on the que stion of "naticnal . liboration”

would hovo pernittcd us to sce ot loost e ~ year and & helf cgo

“tho ticup botwecen the Partiscns ond the A11104 inpcrialists.
Now Titc hos been made o Harshel and given coimiand ovor. thc

Ballzen socttr of the £11icd cffensive. Now-thnot tho Yu roslavian

rasscs sce "naticnal liberction™ ns ¢lese to fchicvement arc

vio to teoll the ~dvanced werkers of Yagcsl vig §0 ccasc bvlag
the chanpions of "naticnel liberotion® end to fv**t ngaing
the coibined "l*bcr‘tlng" ferces of Tito and hig *111@09 /

-

How far will such "champions" of "notwun~1 libsration” got?

The oxpericnce of Yugoslavia tcaches us that the poliey which

provents ua in the nane of being ageinst t "acctaricnisn' fron
doing our Aduty ond swirming ﬁCLLnut tht current cnds up

in o Cesporatc ond bsleted attoupt te cvercornc: il ful];
acvasloped uOfrOﬂt cad lcads to the céupletust isolation and
#gotastropho. o ‘ ' ‘

x, : © Wmhe cofonsce of the nnbicnal stote, first of oll

to

in Ballianized Europe--the cradlc of the nao t;ou?l gtato==-is in

~#the full sensc of tho werd a rO”tl“U“r’ tasl." (Viar ana ‘tho
Fourth Intcrnctional 19354) This w'lbj'lo our policy in

Yugoslavia, <The cdvenced workers c n only fight for a sociclist

e
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and fodoratod Yugoslavia os part of the Socialist United
Statcs of Europo. S R : ,

The scdvanced werkers cntor s tho nost fetive par-
ticipants in cvery closs and sceial utru;;lo of tho oppresscd
Yugoslavien notionalitics, The overwhclning poasant charactor.
of Yugoslavian cconcmy dictates o policy of 1inki nzg up the
pcusunt struggles with the fight in the factorics, “hills and
ninos in orcdor to cdevolop prolctﬂr;an wcgeziony -over tho cntiro
strugglc. Tho cdvenced workors of tho factory “nd fiocld baso
thomsclvos c¢n tho cormittcos. in the fectorics and the con=
mittocs in the villnge, and try through thom tc organizo tho °
indopcendent class action ¢f tho cpprosscd ngeinst the German”
and notive cxploitorss  This will bresk. tho stultifying:
national front,~ﬁn¢ lcad to croation of the incopcndont armed
forccs of the pcoplo fighting cghinst tho -class unity of
Gernan imporialism, Miheilcvitceh, Tito, Stalin, Rooscvolt oand
Churchill, Tho rasd& support of tho latter will bo uncoriined
by a class. proegron for thc opprosscd who now follow them., In
tho spocific. fugoslavian c¢ongitions tho ultimate vietory of tho
3 nassos can bo nchiovcd by linking tho fato of tho OpprCSSOL
& workcrs and ponsants to that of the furopean workers:and :
- poasants tnrougn tho slogan of tho SOCimllst Unitod St tos of
: EurOpo. ' ,

S R e R T P

l.
v

- For a 8001L113t Poln ndl

In Pdl nd tnﬂ 1nacpcnlont stru gele of thc workors
nlong- class lincs was cble to dovelop to & morc adveanced stago
than in any othor occupicd country melnly bocausc of thoe gruut
.Giscrediting ol Stalinisn, partlculngJ in the norlod of tho .
Stalln-Hltlor partnorgbip.-» : . o

Tho 301nt violgtlon by Russia qnd_Gormany of Poland,
the countor- rcvclutiunﬂry activitios cf the *“ussian burocucracy
and the GPU against tho rcvoltlng Pollsq woerkors, led to-
cloar undcrst ndin ond- forrmlation of tho Polish strugglo ariong
the cdvanced SCCthH of the Polish- prclutﬂrlﬂt, who saw as their
onomics Gormen- 1rpurltlisx, Sta alin, ond’ the PJllSﬂ ro“ctionery
classos buc.od by Allwod 1ﬁocr1u1¢su.

Hltlor's ﬂttﬁc ‘on ﬁusol \, thc cver closor rqp-
prochenient betweon Russicn and Allied imporialisn, th proLr i
of "national liberaticn” which tho lattcr hove put furth and
which they pronisc to achicve by tho strength of their crmics,
has crocted a growing and Cengerous compctition tc the rovelution-
ery Polish workors in the fona of o united frent of "notionol
liberation”, which.considors itsclf to be in tlhoc canip of
Allicd imporialism, and whlch 1aoks fnrw rd to the 11turvon-
ticn of the lﬂttor. L -

Wo can offer no bottor ngnplc ‘of o clags approach
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- racy that we put cs the first point on our 9;0n
the restoration of,tho'cut]ivo bourgecis stotes and tho

freod of all nrtionalisn than Lo roncat tho nein content of
tho following illegal loaflet of Novcmbcv, 1940, wnlck .Wes
pastced on tho vwiclls of tho Hitlcr=-crcoted shottod
."‘o erc not meved by th futo of .tho
Polish and Jowish bcurﬂou1s1c. -Koncy sncoths
‘thd. read for thcn...;nc Polish t01lﬁng I10E8SCSees
& " tho Jowish toiling Yinsscs.ssstho..over nors cn=
.'slﬁvog rinssos of all Pelomd scc thd porspoctive
of ‘the croht, blcody strygelo Tor an independont
Polond of tho tofling q_plo-- e .Poland that will
o _Yealizo tho grcat: io**g'oi—f%ocaou,,justico andé
R cquality of: pll noticns. Tho victory in this
struigle will not be brought -to us’ bJ ‘any Ty
that apncors in our--lend, not by any . pgcts and
" troatics: it will bo won only by the '
rovolutlonarj noverent of the pepuld T nassos.

© ‘of Poland, -In orothcrhoon with othor pconlas of .
Eurcpe who finRton the: frongs of “The unﬂcr- ,
grounc . movonontu sgainst fascism and all menifcg-

* %tetions of totclitor¢anisn and tyr ANNY e 0 o 0 ‘
So long os. T 16ve. of - frocden Tives anong the
Pclish and Jowish working nasscs,. the ghbtto walls
‘will rorngin nothing but an rulflc_hl partition:
which will ¢rumblc in tho Qusu, 1101g vith
fascism itsclf.s.. Bubt not in ordsr that the Polisn
&ehd Jowish capiin lists ‘shell cneclizore concludo-

a pact unoﬁ“flu 1u1n ~and put the “libereting
poonlc of Pcland in chalns of o> ploitation

and onprossion cgoin. - Whoro tACsE wells now
utqnu... tv“ walls cf tha wurkurO'H'uos sf fro
Viorsow will ‘stand.  Tho.visicn of this now

[ plt ., the vision of tlic indopendent Poland vf
~tho working poople will ‘abeTIisik adll 0ppr0531un

‘and ﬁflﬁglo"ﬁ Gur land inte tho groet ﬂtﬂvrlgnv
of" f*ouﬁou, will fortify.us in f o 80Ve cst T3

triﬂlb....., (our czphosgs)

A} B ‘.

This is tnc Ikind of natlon‘l libcration and dcmoc=
A

n, HNot

strugglo for bourgeois douweracy, but the truuglc for an in-
dcponaont Worlkors! .Poland, a Sccialist Polond rid of C\plt 1~
ist uYDlOLt tlon and onprvu51°n, vhich is 3ossiolc fin
brotiicrheod with c¢thor pcoples of Iau”cmc" fiphting egeinst .
2ll capitalisct tvrﬂnny - tuo Sogin llun Unitccd States of
Lurﬁnc The main cncry of the rovelutionavy ‘Polish workers
is Polish c‘pltoj;sm uorctﬁcr with Gorman foscisn and not
Just "Gorman ¢9501sw , 1o OPPIove complotely. this revelution-
ary "scotarienisn® of tiic bost Polish fighters of the undor-
greund, who cgitatc for ¢ Vorkers!, Sccialist Poland and tho

Socinlict UnitoX Statos of Lurooﬂl This and not tho "cCeumccrat-
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;c" and "naticnal 1lib qr"thﬁ of the Polish uncerground front
hich is in the “democratic! Impericlist caiip 1s tho policy
xich will lend to tho victory ef thc twropoa n and verld

worllng classl

. The Class Tasks of tho Prolctariat

In £1l tho countrics of &urono, the prolota rict

~anG the nosscs engoge incroocsingly in class sctions cpoinst

the capitalists, forcign and native; and thoir forcos of ro-
pression: tac LPO"t nlnor'a -striko in WHorthorn France, tho
goencral strilzo 'in Holland,*thc mass donons Lrhtlono,.wurk
stopphgos in 211 the occuploé lands, rue rosistance, rovolts

and rovolutionl In Gormany. Lon 1itarignisn hns not prquntoq the
- domonstrations of wonion, of students, ubb rmutinios and

Goscrtions of scldicru, tho sporadic strikos and stoppagos,
in which the Germon wor! “ra goliderize’ thonscelves with forcign
workcrs of all kindsg. L.rrific is tho slgnlfic ncc of
12,000,000 forcign worlkcers in Geormeny and the over-growing do=-
fcutisn of ‘the Gornun workers, fron the, standpoint of intcr-
n"tionhllsr ﬂn the Socialist. Un;to& st tos.o; ﬁuropc.

T "It would be no o"ﬁggcr‘tlon to sa y that thouscnds
of clas ctzons 0vVCer woges,, prices, higlicr rations, sholter,

fuol, agalnst bruthlltj, for froc spocchi, prcss, £885mbly, eaeine g

labor- Lrnftu,,lhbor argenization, freoing of priscnors of war
and elgc political priscncrs, edoguatc protoction frowu tho

ravagos of war, ctc. otes hove occurrsd over thc face of Eurono

to rbfuto couplotely the unwarranted.statonent thoet without
"hational 11bur"t10n ‘tho cdvaneced workers will pc.isoletcd
frem the massos. - As theugh it werce pussiblo to scpoarate a

worlwer .frorm nis foctor nd from the conditicns of his oppress=~
i

ion.zond from all who arc victims -with hinl’ Not for a sinzlo
nonicnt doosﬁtho_c]ass ‘struggle stop. Ul soc,.rothor, thet its
rorentun incrcescs t0 the drama of scvicts in Ite 1y. 1t is
not a2t 211 a question of isolation for thoso who cre ruady to-
p?rtlcvpgto in the frent lines -of the cln 58 Dbattlcs, On the
contrery tie .problcen is one of gooing L%u’iiroction cf aventg,
of not 1o hging behind, of not ‘being’ crusht Unawarcs, of not
hoving to nickc o discstrous. fGtPC“t, of ‘swiiming cgainst the
initial currcnt in order to rluo w1th tho flood of tno futuroe.

It uoula be fool;un to deny that the masscs aro

nffcct Q@ with the virus of natiocnnlissie It is so not only with
"netional libcration" but alsé when thoy rush to defond "tacir®

counttry ¢ C"Lnut an impo: olist invader .and whcn tncv Jook to
tho armics of impericlis. for their "liveration arough the
abstracticn, the nation, tho bourpgdeigic “ubxllZO” thon to
dcfond the very concrcto ca pitalist ¢hains waich cn°1~Vﬁ'tu01.
Wicn tho Vdr{ur ofcnus "bls' country or fights for "actienal

libere tion® ho thlnl he’ 1s Gefonding vt little he hos cgoinst
thosc wno woulu coorlvo him of thate At tho souo tinc he nay

think ;t hc i 100 flfntlnglxor a bettor futurce.

—— LR - -

*also the great steel strlke in Belgium and the general strike
in Luxemburg,
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- Howevor- whon, cveryihing is rocducod to the concrcto
struge 10, when tho werker fl'bts for tho specific things that
he holds coor,  that concrcte strugrle ncgetes the Cefonsc of
the abstraction. .Thus, cvery. concrctu closs cetion for highor
3 wagos, for botter conditions, for unionisn, against the rising
F rcost of living, for corwocrctic rislits, for all the donianés in .
i the strugglec for -zocielisi is ¢ blow ageinst the wear for in-
porlallst proflts "nd c~p*t 1lut oxp101 ction. '

SRS In tho somo uty tho Fronch minors' strlkc, ‘tho
, striros oi'tho Bolgluu Duten, end Nerwegian werkors, tho class
i struggles andrnanifestetions of -t he Yugoslavs, the Polos and
tho Gornan workors erc a ncgation of "notionnl liberation" of
the capite 1ist state and a prorctlon of tuo nght for ea.
5001qllst fat norlgnd.._. : oo

Thc advancod "orlcrs arc thc“ofuro intorost d in
thuso spccific e¢lass actions which:alond can-turn tho masscs
~awey from.their notienalism and load-thon toward sccialisn.
Dospito -tho. ruthlessness oft German Coninction it is o foct that
in the morc advancod of “tho © ogcupicd countrics, Hitler and his
Quislings, laclzing o wass basc, hoave not roduccd the worliers
and their crzenizations, to quitc_tho statc of wrostration of
thoir Gornan brothers. Thus in Fr:nco, thio troado union crganiza=-
tions of tho workers on © regicnal end local scole remain riorc
or loss intact, tho fercos of rcoctlcn still not strong onough
to oblitcratoe tuCu. To scy thet beceouse the German workers ont‘
a littlc botter than thoeir brothers in the douiinatsd countrics
and arc thorefore in tho rclativo position of .an aristocracy
of labor is o wulgarization thet plays into the hands of
Goobbels! thomec of Herdic supcriority.

. The Froneh wirkcers aro still cble to coue out 40,000
strong in a najor struggle cgeinst tie bDourgesisic and thoy arc
8t1ill able to cCerionstrotc in tho thouscnds against thoe labor
drafts of the PFrcnch workers for German industry. Ve arc cor-
tain that touworrow the Germen workers will go for boyond this,
but thoy may clse find it ncccssary to oat logs. All the les
ronsen thon tc tolk of an aristocrocy of labor on the basis of
the rwost conjuctural situctions,

I{ enything, in tho civilizod ccunbr:os the loss the
worlers arc in the pesitizn of an cristocracy of lsbor tho moro
-~ lopericus is thoir struggle for sociclisize 4nd yot for th
Unitced Surtes, whore the workers truly cccupy, rclotive te tho
othor cﬁuptrios, the plncc of cn nrlstocraoy of lcbor,we aro
teld theat the tep of the ordor of the day is the ufrug ;16 for
gociclisii whilc in Europo it is tho truru,o for bourgsois
conocracy ond ;o rcestablishiment of the capitolist state,.

o atever feorces we hiave should be in thoe foactory
commiittocs, lognl or illoepel, which preporco the class nctions
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for higher weages, bottor con<it10ns, fovor hours; against
spoodup and the dragging of workors tc work in Gorlﬂny, for.

" unlonisn, for derocratic rights, ond Pgllthgl ¢ gunlzﬁtlon,
otc. W¥o should participatc in cnd holp oz@anizc cvery manifcse-
tation cconoizic and politicel, cpoinst native and foroign ,

capital and its forccés of roproq51on~' P aoulo hélp to prepar
vall tho -forcos, including tuQ crriing. tho workers, for thoe
claoshes with the cnomy and tho groa LLr bgftlcs of tonorrow. On
theso indepcndont clgss i“SUCS;hv con aiake unised fronts with
all workers! organizoticns ond grouos v wish. to participate .
in thesc spceific actions.  VWo do not alled ours ¢lvos nor the, |
workers to becoric cihousted 'in noationslistic.acts of assa 88inn-

7

basc cursclvos 7riua“11y on the lowor orgonizations . and tho
cormittoos in thic factoriss. Tho bvur3001s_u; tho Croix ao
Fou "nationcl 1Lb0rutl.ﬁ13t“" tho do Gaullist, Stolinist,
-gociclist, trado unionist, and liberal locders will stteoumpt to
sabotage thc class zctionsg of - tho workors, . .This ossbntlﬂl Gis
-ruptinp of tha unity of ¢l claspos Wwill, oxposo the PCuthODLTy
charactor of tho "naticnal llborgtwon“ and "dounceratic! front
&nd ‘rovedl that' th@-provran of "ousting the Gormen invador'. is.
only a i1ans to complotoly shaclkling tao workors o tte cheins
of tho nativo co p1t llst an 1mp3r1h11sn. _ R

v
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"tion cond seboteogse which con only load . 9 rcactlon Y rcsults. Lig
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strangle held of the landlord and the banker upon tho peesant,
ho will fight for grenter dciiccrney in the villago corraiittocs,
Tor food cnd clothing for the ponsants, for a greater shorce of
tho taxcs imposced by the "naticanal liborationists" going for
housing, oducation, scnitotion, ond social and cconoriic nccds
of tho pcasants, o will warn agoinst the cttonmpts to place the
gtruggle 6 the puasantry undor the hogcmony of tho bourgcoisic,
tho pricsthood, and the iupericlists, and proposc instcad tho
hegenony of tho poorost pCmS”ntS and an cllianco with tho workers
of the n01g bhboring towns, his kind of o fight will incvitably.
rnnoct withh tho united rcsist nco of tho.conqucrcr, tho nctive
roactionarios, and the "demcceratic! "nationcl 11bor tors?, It
will noccssitoto tho indcpondent: qrulng of -tho workors ond
tho poasantry cgainst thqm all, and w1ll call for work within
the ceonp of the cnouyy and ¢ sustainod c¢Tfort to romove fron
undor them thoir mass support by mocans of a- social and
roveclutionary progrolis Tho - otrugglo will have to be dcoponcd
and widonod a nc¢ lc¢ by tlic wprkors.; Succecss will be possibloe
only by its taking on tho grostest rﬁvolutlonary proportions ,
anC linking . thc-f“to of the rqvolutlon o that of tho revolution=
ery workcrs in the mora advanced countrics under tho slovan of. '
tac Socialist Unitod Statos .of Eurapc._h ’

This is our aoproecu.j Lo have tr ad to ind io te
in a goneral woy whet the flfhtin” issugs riay bo in ths
various covntrlos. Wgturﬂlla tho- actual up001110 prograi can
be formmlated only by thoe ravolutionarics in thosc count "ios
who arc fomilinr with the spocial conditions oxisting therc.
Howcver, tho general lino 4ds' clcar onuurb hic _crux of this
linc is the gtrugplb for soci lisn and tuo 3001 1lut United Strtcs
of Europc. - .

Tho Coloniﬂl Pcoples and "Nat;ﬂn‘l le tion
Out31do of Eqrono, pale) e OfclilCull" in the A31Ltlc
countrics, thoe cclonics and sceiii- coloﬁ;cs, wo reencnizo.. thet.
in ccuntrics such as Chlnh, Bur“h, the Dutceh zost Indics, the
hillppincs, linlayea, ctcs., that is, tlioso countrics thct heove
boen suclcd into tho imporiAll.t war ¢ onc or thce othor of tho
Simperialist canmps, thoe prolctariat ond the peasantry ‘cennot
support the war of thoesc countrics uo long o8 this var is on
intogr 1 part cof the Allicd or Jupgn sc lﬂpO“lgllﬂt strugelo.
This is tiic caac todey cond the noin cnomy in thoso ccuntrics
is thercfore the bourgeoisic in ellianco with inporinlisa,. o
do not support cny of tho ncvuients for "hotionel liberation"in
tho cccupicd torritorics of an iup\rwal¢ut congueror in these
countrics - if thosc icveionts arc undor tho 1U<“Crﬁhlp of pcoplec
who consider thcir stru-rle to be part of the-vicr conductod by
tho bourgooisic of thei  deuntry in olliance w*th 'npcrialisu
egeinst the rivel inperaialist coriguerors Thus, in the Japancse
doninatced arcas of China or the Philippincs, ho do not sumport
ony mOVCwOntu or guorrilla struggles to oust the Jopancso if they
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aro connccted with the war oi Chiang-Kei=-Shelz, Qusozon, and the
Allicd iunporiclistse The main cncigy in tlcsu tcrritorios is
not just Japancsc fuperialisa, but thie antive be urcceisic, to-
gothor with Alliod ~ng.anqnuso ianpcrialisme Similerly in
Burne in the ovent ol an ‘uvuaco of the L1liocs loadirg to thoir
conqucst of part of bur“n, any ‘"nationa 1lburutlun" “rovenont
against tho Al“los led oy the Burncsc oourbooxuio which weuld e
conncctod with J pMnoso inporiclisnm vould not have our suprort,
e nain onenyy in sucu o situation vould not be just Allicd
imporiclism, but the Burncse beurgoeisio tcnufxcr with $1ilicd
and Japancsc inperinlisnm.. Ve \nulc {1vo cvcro suvnpert. to 2
gonulno n“ni:n“¢ liberation movericnt in tho C)lﬂnl“S which
wes indepoencont of -the native bourgecisic end thoir inpericlist
supportora ¢f cithor camp. - Tha mein oncuy of sueh & mOve nment
'woqu bo thec nctive bourrooisio ond h11 ‘duporiclisn, Our cin
this strugrlc would bc to pronote Thc hor0hory oi the ’
prol torict in it, to chpbn its chnracter and cxtond it os a
rcvolutionary uurugwlo of all thc opnrssod peoplos .of Asic, as
part of thc rovelutionary fight.of tho vorlers of *Av uor;ﬂ un-
der tho slogan of Miorkers of . tho Tiow 1la, Unitel" anl the
"Soninlist Unitod Statos of ‘tho horlc ', a3 . a fincl penlization
of thc pormancnt rovelutione oo ‘ P

Buxlfin" tnﬁ’Rcvolutiogary Pavty

"Tno beoic coniiticna for the v*Ctor" of
: o he o prolaoterinngg TQV’1LtlJQ heve beun
cstablished by iristorical CEEITI 0N und :
ClarJleL £ uC’Othg 1y. 1) The bvaw c00is im-

- pessa: and the rosulting confusion of “tho vuling
cluss; 2) the. sLurp cigsatislfaction and *huc
striving towards docisivechances in tio renls
of the petty-bourgeoisic without whosc support
tho Lig bcxlsobisio.cannot riaintain ftcell;

~3) tho consciousncss of the int olerablo swtbut¢on
ond roodiness for rovolubvionory cctiors ia the

“renks of thoe proletariat; 4) o cloar progra m and
a fimi lehcdorship of the proletoriar J‘A”ugr6~-
thede emc tihe four conditiens 10 ls) \11turj of
the prelotorian revolution " (ionifesto of the

- Feurth IanPDCGlﬁngl on the Immorialist war
enc ko PfClut“ isn Revolution, lay,

Thes 1rst LATLO cﬂna¢tlonu rrc ropilly natwring

~in thoe bursocon OCUDtBlCS ond wofc roaiizgl In thic boricl noe
of Mussolini's Jownfall an? tho risc of Sovicts in Tial
The saa forlbWLZMt*or of theso conGitions significs the 1
of o reveiutionary situation, - Howeveor, o this nuet Ho added
the fourth oondition == o clear progrs u end o firn leadership
of tho proletarian venguaxrd == in ordcr to wesurd the victo Ty
of thu prolc arian ruvulht;qn. '. o R ‘87-
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- Tho nnin roason for tho decfoats of many rovolutions
is that thosc four conditions rarcly maturo properly at oncd and
tho samo timc. In the past twonty yoors the prolctariat has
suffercd one Cofcnt aftor antothor and thorc is no doubt that
tho outbreoak of war found the prolotariat in o disoriontod and
doprossod rood., Howover, wo rmst not overostimatd tho dura bility
of such noods. Evonts croatod ther and,the irpact cf tho war
on tho ontiro capitalist structuro is fast diepoiling thom,

. VWer as.woll as rcvolution is mado prinarily by tho
youngor goncration., Millions of youth of :tho forgottgn genora-
tion of tho dopitalist erisis before tho.war aro today finding
thoir plocos in tho armios or in industrg;,~Thoy arc fast bo-
coring politicallizod and solicdarized. -The war hnas: opencd up
tho possibility for their rovolutionary.unification, at tho samo
tino as it is- shaking off the apathy of the oldsr gonarations.

F The strugglos in Europc end tho rovolution in-Italy
is ovidonco of tho incroesing vitality and cormbativity of: both .
the younger and oldor goncrations. - The problon is thorcforo that
of a rovolutionory party and. its croation in timo to-load tho
prolotarian rovolution., . ‘' . o LT R '

-

: In view of tho rolativo smnllnoss of the rovolutionary
forces, it 'is noccossary to poso this question corrcctly. Vic
rocognizo that this or that uprising nay ond in defeat owing to
the ilmmaturity of tho rcvolutionary lecacdership, and to tho pro=-.
pondcrance in this or that situstion of tho forccs that are
novod in ageinst tho revolution by tho copitalist eountcr-
rovolutionary intcrvonticn. Howover, it is not. a quostion of a
singlo_uprising, but of an ontirc revéolutionary cpoch.

A young rovolutionary party must. havo this outloolk.
History will provide cnough opportunitics for it to tost itsclf, -
to accwaulate experionce and to .grow.. . Tho faster tho vanguard
is formod the norc the epoch of bloody convulsions: will bo
shortoncd. Tho quostion of tompo ond time-intcrvals is of
groat importonce, but it doos not changs our gonoral historical
porspoctive nor tho diroction of our pdlicy. Our conclusion can
only bo to orgenizo the prolotarian wvanguerd with tonfold onorgy.

. Thosc who aro pcssinistic rofor to what they considor
arc the sad conscguoncos of tho last war. But thc last wap
- geve birth to tho Octobor Revolution and a sorics of rovolutions
in Europoe and the coclonics, Furtherumorce, the ccononic position
of tho inpcrielist states, including tho Unitod Statcs, is
infinitely worso - today and tho.destruction of war is in=-
finitcly groator. Thore is cvory rceson ‘to beliva, thorcforo,
that this time therc will .bo .a imch.ioro decisivo rcaction on
tho port of tho workers and the aruye: The.Italian rovolution
broke out whon" thc noin irporialist protagonists woro not yot
oxhaustocd, The docisivo military clashes erc still ahond.  Their
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rosulting wrse kego will confirm the weraing of the Ttalien
indicator of ruvolution. , ‘ o .

Wo sco thet in violstion of 2all ¢ c*ucrutic O)l;luﬂ,
tho impcriclists postpone thoir "goaocr 5ic” progrom until thoy
have consolidatel the rolinbla forcus ;f ‘the bcurgeoisic. This
is all the nor. ncecssery. £or them since the lorge imperialist
eranios, ovorvhclllqc33 Uleluﬂ, cannet be doponded upen to
onforce the will of imporialisn upon an incronsingly arouscd
population of 380,000,000 1n,Lurcno, not- inelualng anothor
180,000,000 in Ruuu;g, ohd the tooning nilllons in the colonics.
Tho 1npcrihlista realizo. thet tiheoy connot cp eway from their
hones for ierc than a linited timo: th wor woory anc honesick
soldior messos of their cridics, who ‘will heve ,bo,n.incrons+nglj
cxposcG to tho contagion of rovoluticnary ideans. The bourgeoisic

1

is hounted by the spcctre of revcluticn teday, ond. oven if thoy
" succccd through "national libcration" in installing tho

bourgeoisic in power tomorrow, s¢ procarious will tnlg instell-
ation be thet it is certain abt life will bo for thom one sorics
of rcvolutionary nvghtﬂaros. ) S T

Thls is how tho prascnt vor Conparos'Wiuh the last.
And if wc conmparo tho r¢volutionary forces’ during the last” war
with thosc of. the présont, wo cculd still not put tho presont
rovolutionary vqnguerc on tho secnetplans with thoso isolutcg
inteorna tlonﬁllsts who rnisgcd their viéices during the last wa
Only tho Russian Bolsheévil: party was o rovolutionary force at _
that tinc. But c¢ven therc the overwvhcluing mcjcrity, oxcept fer
a siell cmigre group arocund Lonin, feiled- to shed ibs national

_narrowncss and rlsc tc tdC pCPQD’CthG of the world rovolution.

'In nunbors, and cspccl 11“ 1n“pr0pnratlon ‘the
rovolutionary forccs of teday possoss infinito alvantages over
its prodoccssors of tho lest world var. They arc the dircet
heirs of Bolsucvism ih its flower. Thcy: have obsorbed tho
tradition of the Octubor Rovolution end tho sxnerionce of
the richest ﬂlStuflCLl piriodt bftwoon-tuo world. wars.

Tier spcﬂus up unorwnuul the noliticel Zceveloprienta
Thosc groat tosks which only ye toruay scerea long yoors, if
not dcoades, away, orc looming uvp 2ircctiy bofcre us. “rogrn 8,
including Véwo~h1°cor10ﬂl“ oncs, which arc bascd on habitual
pcacc-tinc conlitions a;ll_idcv1tqblv ruuhln cengling in nic-o

'Js

.o

If with aur a1 11 forces wc diad no+ hesitote beforoe
he war o proposc o volvtlon vy progra-ii for the Chincsc
Rovolution, for thoe 'th at of I 1tlur, for t o Prunc Povolution
for the Spanish revolugion,. anc for the Sucond Irnawwﬁllut
Vier, vy shoull wo faltor now? Did we not thon 21lsc have tho
problecm of croating tho revoluticna ry vanguard? rut we Jid it
not only beoausc the revolutionary progrom was applicable to
tho situation, but alsc bcecousc this was the Jnl 7 wioy to build
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o rovolutionory porty. Dz wo n6 longer ogreo vith Tic tsky in

. ’ T to Andres Min, vhose possinism roparding
tho lacl of revelutiorary forccs lod him o ungort the popular
"lonceratic" front in Spain? Trotsly vwroto Hind

M6 heve fow forces. But the advantogo
of a rovolutionary situation consists ,rociv~1y
in the fact thot cvon o siell sroup con bocono
o great forcc in & bricf snoce of tine, -providing
tL“t it pgives a corrcet prognosis and thet it
issucs corrcct.slcgons in t1~o“ (Lottcrs on thc
TSpanluP hcvclutloa. Juno, 1951)

- A revolutlonsry-sxtuatlon has eflrcady bonc out of
the viar in Italy ond aany vore will fellow, Tho rovolutionary
fcreos arc wmuch groater than they wore in 1931, Thorce is ab=- =
solutely no roon “for the nossinisi which sces tho revelutionary
party crcatcd only 1n tho “"oxocrﬂt1c' poeriod, cnd still uorc
incrcdible, with o "denceratic® ‘program. .

- he imperialista! feor of the wovolution has to
no suall dogrec impartcd toe them a. frontic desire to vico Stolin
as the arch instrunonte 1ity for hoading off and botrayln~ the-

coning rOVﬂlutiun‘ry wave., Bonlirupt 1m0sr»ull i1 nccls to. corrodc

tho wrking class woveront fram w1th1n, and St“13n131 is the
corrosion por oxccllencc. whilo - Russin's v10ucr10u and- Stnlinigt
activity in bohelf of "n-<ional liberction” have pormittod
Stelinism to bucomce tho c.:icf clrimant for the support-of the
worlers, it is no loss truc that the oponly ,unbcr-rchlut;unary
rolc of the Stalinists in Poland and the Baltic countrics, ond

‘thoir stand ogainst -scciclian in Itulj which they will rcopoeat

21l ‘the buropcen ccuntrics lc wves the LTrotslyists as the solo
clalm nt for tho support of th crizers lﬂ their inocvitable bIid
for Socianlism as ‘the only s Y out. ' ‘ S

Tho'cuunt:r-rovoluticnary-rcccrd_tho,Stalinists hove
piled up for twenty weors, ond the incrcasing intoproticn of
Stalin with cnuntcr-rvvolut¢cn‘r" immericlisn will nale 1t less |
and lcss posgible for the wo ksrs to gopﬂrgtc the two from thoir
cocimon ccunicr-rovelutionary  sehciies, und is bound to inpel
the workors to“sru_t 16 ﬂrotSfylsts. ' :

: If,-aﬁéng tuo‘Polls3 Lorkcrq, thPC arc ors
Trotskyists Ftn cvexr before, if. erong 4he ‘Itclian vorlers who

- wers crusicd f£or twenty onc yoars unl o1 the yolie of fascisn
thero ariscs ovornlghu s} Trctskvlst ~'rt* which alone stands

for sccialisn, con wo noet bu;luVO that the Gerian worlkurs, too,
havo thf“"ht over tho roasona for thoir unuluVMdC 16 ?

.. Thoe irot ist ucv;wfnt is ﬁroﬁinc and will prow
fastor than cver cos a rcs.lt of the ghiccks and shaiibles of
tho imporiclist wor, Rovolution‘willfaccolora 5o that rrowth. . .
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“hocver wishes t¢ Jo so can discrodit hinsolf vwith pessinisn,
but wc say with Trotsky: ";.Ono should not nroclain victorious

ho cneny who is still o long woy from victory." lihcevor wis .cs
to can conpronise imsolf with the strupgle for the roestoration
of thc c"pit x1ist statos nd cqpitullst_ deuocracy, Vo say waith
Trotslk . _ : : :

- "Tho progren of the Fourth: Intornational
statos that tho frecdom of all Eur0p0ﬂn notions,
‘both large and small, can be sceurcd only vitl.in

o tho frame of ‘tho Sociclist United Stotos of
‘ .Europo."uo Lo0lk!'s ahoad nnd not b ckwerrt"
ChG PasLs OF tho Ariorican- Pvrtv
/

Tho .task.of the venguard in Apsricn is flrst of all
a rooriontatlon of tho roadors of our prcss in the splrit of .
this rosolution. uc 88 SURC - that the cbsgcnco of tho sloge
M"national liberation” for Italy fron both- thc rcsclution fne
the supploncntqry rosolution of,tho Maticnal Coimittoc inCicotos
that thoy do not DTOPOSC "naticnal liboration® for Italys In
this casd, it is the CQuty. of “our oditors -to- corrcct the! line
givon to tho rozders of Lkbor ‘Letion by onc of its writers in th
articlo "T 0 Fight For Watlonﬂl Inuuoonaonco of- Itoly -Still Hes
- To Bo von" vhich “ppoorou in thc SOptcnbor 20, 1940, issuc,

*

" Tho ra pldly'aovolopin" rovolutlongry pceriod in Burcpe
end in the' ¢olonics . end Japen dictates a groantor LtJnt1Vonoss on
tho peort of our party and prcss to all the nccunulﬂtlng cvideonce
which will prepero beth our norbors and our roaders for the dee-
“cisivo strugrlos’ ﬂhoad. %0 do not'want to be causht unawarcs

oGy

egain by CVbnts o8 wes the case 1n the 1talian rcvolution.

lo rmst becar I nind tlut history cgein presonts the
Amoricen worlidng class with the 0pportun1tv for scolelist '
pOlithﬂllZ“tlon as the rosult of the inovite blc 1n9‘ct ol
the rcvolutionary strvublos on the nind of the fumcrican worlcr.
The October Revolution nade o great inpru331on_un wilo secticns
of tho Amorican workcers. The Buropoan and Germen revolution .will
“have an cvon grecter affcct. Vo rmat proscat te the hncrican
worker all ovidonccs of the porficdicus rolc of intcernaticnal
Stalinism in order to toer tons of thousands of the advencod werk-
ors from the spcll of Stolinisne At tho semo timo wo ruist fol-
low the revelutionary strugnlo of tho Burcpoen Trotslyists in
ordor to show tho workcers who arc tho oc37t1vo fightcers for
socinlisne A victorious revelution in Europc under the bannor
of tHo Fourth Intcrnational will opcn up tn" grc"tost vistes for
the revolutionary. v”npu"ru i Auorlch. ‘

tiile thoe prcsenco of 31111018 of huurvcaj'sulc1 ‘rs
in EBuropo will surcly lcad to their infoction by the Visms" of
the Europoan roveluticn, we must never forgoet tho countor=
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rcvolutionﬂry rolc of 4ricrican inporlﬁlisn in Buropo and in
“tho ‘world. The werking class of Amcrica rmust be proparcd teo
intorveno agoinst the troacchorous plens of Arorican copitclisn
"by an inccsssnt oxposuro of ,8very ono of its ;ovctiwﬂnry noves
1ncluain§ the docoption of "naticnal liberation" and thoe "four
froodons Tho first prorcquisitc of such a preparation is to

! ongago in and further tho class stru{nlo arainst thosc who coin
prvflts out of tho blood and swest of the work rs“

T

HEL . AT Wy
k s de el

It is nocogsarj 2lso to rocch tho nogro vorkers by

4 spocial oxpcsuros . of tho role of Ancrican impepiclism arnong

- 8 the colored races of hsic and Africa, and by popularizing tho

®  rovolutionary strugglos that will develop.in the colonios and
in Japan. oo o : .

~ . -The woapons that Auorlcﬂn ilpuri“llsm will uso to
subduc the revoluticnary.worlers will be, the forge of tho ernics,
tbo blaclkrieil of focd and gold to bo punpod into the sclcrotic
‘veins of EBuropoen capita 1lsm. The Anoric'\n capitalists will
soon: hawo tc discard thoir "domocratic" masks in ordor to support
the nakod fascist rulc o.  tho Buropoan bourgcoisic, as, only this
can’crush for a time- the ropcﬂtoa rovolutionary atte cles of th
workors on tho soclal ordor of ban! rupt copit alisnie i

Tho pgrty will thcroforc b"vo t¢ pay portlcnlgr at-
tention to tho Ancericen workors! hatrod ocgeinst thsosce who would
press thon into deing tho _irty work of roaction. The closcr the
contact that tho workors will heve to this werlzs, -tlic nore diroctly
thoy are called upon to do it, the merc will they resist the in--
posit¢on of ‘such monstroua . taosks. Tbo worlzors in ne PltluC, on
tho docks, tho foreign wwrkors, thoe fncrican woerkers in uniforn,
will be particulerly scnsitive to tho L0880 of solidarity with

ho rovoluticnﬂry workcers of Europe ond the werld, and will hoeod
this 2088250 by tho sama dceds ¢f univorsel indignation and pro-
tost tr t cano fron the workers vihe vieroc ccllced upon for similar
rolos during';na aftor tho lest war. SR : :

. In: tho cowing period tho perty rust multiply its
cnorgios ten-fold, Tho pooce-titie gppreach is far too inadequatc.
Tho press iast be oxponded and our nwibors rultiplicd. The porty

» rust i.casurs up o the great tasks boforc it and clso proparo
~itsclf for tho coming rcection that will be promotod by tho ruling
class to stave off tho spectre of reveluticone Above all, the
party rmust be beld and confidont ¢f its futurc. Its appocl
st havo the ring of victory.. In truc Arcricen stylqg it rwust
proclain wvith the picreing somnc of tho fo ctory siron: "Long
livo the Fourth Intornationall Long live the buropcan Rovelutiond
Long live tho uorld Socinlist R(Vﬁlutlcﬁ‘"

San Franciéco; Colif. :
Januory 1, 1944, - . ' 687
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*insert: -
Dospite the tewporary smothering of the Italian
revolution tho rise of sovicts sygiptonizes tho otjectively
socialist and rot #democratic" poeriol in Europ: todey. It

is true alsc for the countrics of "classic" fascism., Among

other things military decisions of gre t importnnce brought
about the fall of ifassolini and tkorrise of tbe¢ rovolution.
With the coming of zrest militery decisious in the near future,
we must look Forward to the ris2 of sovists ir a nurber of
European countries, end most important, the rise of Soviets

in Berlini -

The Ger:en Bevblution

Gerrany is the key to the Europcan revolution.
This is truc not only obicouse of the specific weight of the
German prolotariat in Ewropcan society. It is also true
bacause the collapsc of Eitler engenders a revolutionary
situstion in Gormany end simultaneously in those countries
where the collacse of the Germen military removes the main .
obstacle to the revolutionary ection of tho msses. Rzvol-
ut lonory octions by the uasses will be wost difficult precis-
ely in thosc countries where the foll of the Gerwan military .
is accomplished Yy, or if the araed forces of Germany are
speedily replaced by, the armics of tha bourgeois and Allicd
imperislist "liberetors’. It csn be put forward almost as an
axiom: the more the rasces arc enchoated by "national
l1iberation" and the struggle for vourgeois"democracy", the
easier will it be to put ther under the domination of their
bourgeois and imperinlist "liberators”.
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