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INTRODUCT ION

With this issue of the Party Bulletin we begin the publication
of material on the "Jewish Question," as provided for by the
Convention and the post-Convention of the Political Committee.
Comrades will remember that a resolution was presented to the
Conv:zintion by the outgoing National Committee. This resolution was
" not voted on by the Conventicn which decideC thst before the Party
adoptec a derfinitive position on this guesticn, a discussion should
be neld in the Party of a more extended sort than was possible at
the Convention. ' )

in this Party Bulletin we publish a resolution by Comr-des Ed
and Al Findlay. The resoluticn wkich was presented to the Convention
fronm the National Committec is in the hands of comrades who were in
attendence at the Convention. The resclution will be republished in
the volume of Convention resolutions as soon as these are prepared.

KARNIKG

_ It is necessary to warn comr=des th=%t articles for publication
in the Farty Bulletin, shculd be no longer thzn is neceesary to
present what is relevant in the point of view being argued. On the
whole articles are far too long. The Fariy hes neituier the office
force ncr finances adequate to the roguisur puzlicervinn of olg
‘Bulletins resulting Irrom t2e submissien_cf i.nz articles. The
Party is now publishing two tulletins: Tre Faryy puilder and the
Party tulletin. Comrsde Barsh edits the 3uilder in the midst of
performing other activities. Comrasde Warren does the technical
work on the Party Bulietin along with meny other office tasks. The
labor in connection with the cutting of stencils and running oI the
materiel on the mimeograph is iremendcus. lso it must be emphasized
that supplies for the bulletins are not only exorbitantly expensive
today cut vaper is difficlt to get.

¥o limit is being set at present on the lenght of articles but
this may vecqome necesszry. It is requesied homever th-t articles
be confined to approximately 2.C00 weords. This means about 4 pages
singlec space in the Bulletin. At present vwe have one erticle of

5,000 words, cne 2,300 and esnother 2,400.

As a rule articles willbe published in the order they are
‘received and without change in tihe copy. At times however, in the
past it has veen necessary to meke deletions or changes. ©Such
deletions or changes will be made where indicated, in the interest
of Party security.

osince the Party Bulletin ie primarily for theoretical discussior;
contributions shculd be carefully prepared and vell th.ught cut.
This is the oniy way that any decent intellectual can be maintained
for the Bulletin. The 3ulletin should not become a mere catch-all
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for any and all ill-digested opinion or for the publication of
trivia. e do not want the Bulletin to be merely a publication
for self-expression but rather a place where comrades who have seriours

theoretical or cemi-~-theoretical contributions to make can give
exprescion to them.

E.R. kcKinney
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" RESOLUTION ON TEE JEWISH QUESTION

by: Ed Findley
Al Findley

Bodefn anti-semitism, flourishing in the rotten soil of
decaying capitalisz, is a nev pherorznon ditffering radically from
previous forms of enti-semitism end from almost all other forms of
national or colonial oppression. v

In the past, the anti-semitic program called for the extinction
of the Jews as a separate national or religious community and their
forced &issolution into the currounding national or religious com.unit

% offered the Jews a real alternative--expulsion or the adoption of
the dominant faith end culture. :

Capitalist totalitarian anti-semitisu, however plans and execute
an annihilatory policy--the complete and to%tal phyeiCal extermination
of the Jews. Whether it employs the "cold pogros" technigue of the
Polish. Endekxs, whereby the Jerish’'population is completely firozen

out of the economic 1life enc slowly starved to death, or the rore
rapid ard scientific iNezi process of gas chamber murder, the goal 1is
the saze. The arena of annihilation is today no longer limited to
single countries. It is continental and worldwide.

T e most brutal imperislidm on the other hsnd, generalily secks
only the subjugation and explcitation of the peoples it rules and not
their full destruction. In ncn-cclonial countries, national
opprezsion seeks only the subjucatican 2=nd cdegradation of the oppreseec
and their extinction only as a naticnal community. Anti-negroism
in the U.5. and csouth Africa selcom goes beyond the desire to exploit

and_keep the Negro in his place as a scrvile, second class citizen,
to be more easily and cruelly expioited. These subjected peoplee are
then offered the real alternatives of DEZATH OR cLAVERY.

_ The distinguishing feature of totalitarisn capitalist forms of
antx-eemitism is the total rejection of the Jews even as the mozt
abject elaves. _

Thus in a fundamental sense and in 2 very Te:l personal sensce the
survival of the Jews is dependent upcn the overthrow of cepitalism.
8The Jewish proletariat is in need of revoluticn more than 2ny cther.w
The correct use of this concept in our propaganca to the Jewish
massce will make the program of the revolutionary party real and
vital to Jewish workers and petty-bourgeocisie as the only efiective
way of cefending their own lives. :

The cause of anti-semitism is to be fcund in the nature of
capit-list class relationships., The fundament»l solution of the
Jerish -rodlem lies, therefore in the participation of the Jevich
massce in the vorking class struggle for the abolition of capitzlism,
and the creation of a free socialist scciety. Tais, Oy itself, is
not, acwever, an immediate nor a sufficient answer to the neels cf
the homeless, uprooted European Jevry vhich fince itself in a orse
plight than all war torn pecples of Europe.
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For the overwhelming majority of these gas chamber escapees, with
no reezl future in their former homelonds, the guestion of uninterrupted
and free immigraticn has become a L:FE AWD DEATh question.

The working class mowvement in every country has the duty tc
" demand® the general right of unrestricted emizration end immigration.
This principle, long recognized in the intern=tional eocielist

movenent as one cf the elementary and genuinely deinccratic rizhis to
be d:fended by the working class, must be specif’ically and vigorously
fought for in the case of the homeless Jews of Europe. All barriers
ag=inst their irmigration to the countries they chose rust be brckea
down.

For sccialists in the United States, the richest nation in the
wo1ld znd cne having industrial anc agricultural resources for a
ropulation many times the present size, this means in the first place,
the struggle against the exclusion of Europe's Jews from this country.
WE must fight for the realizatinn of the slogan "OPEN THE DCO=d5 (F
THEE JRITEL STATES."

_ iAs part of the general cesire tc emigrzte to s=fe haven, there
exists an extrexely porerfiul and spontaneous desire to go to Palestine
and participate there in the building of a national territorial center
This fret must play a key rcie in determining the attitude of
sccialists towarcs the LIAECTIUN of Jewish emigrstion. In additicn
to fighting for opening the docrs in the U.5., we must join in the
strugepie, oc the extent we are able, to cpen the doors of Palzstirne.

The Workers Farty recognizes the strong sentim.nt for a Jowieh
terr>torial center and the struggle for its realization as legitimztz
and prciressive in the s-me sensc thzt revoluticnzry isrxists thus
char-cierize other national struggles for seli-cetermination.

T. e Torkers Party rejects the old Comintern fcrmuk¥e which
failed to distinguish vetween the lezitimate national aspiratione of
the Javrish masses for gurvival as a nationsl community and the
re=ctionary =nd reformist parties that presuie t0 represent theie.

~rether this desire for continued national existence is to take
the o th of national cultural autonomy (as advocated by the Jewieh
Bund fcr the Jews -f FPoland and West Russia with their compzct, mass
cente:s o¢f viable Jewish cultural life), or the path of acguiring
a territorisl, eccnomic strategic base for group survival (territor-
ialisy and zicnisw), is a matter for self determination by the
Jewish masses.

The demané for national cultural ewtonomy is rencticnary =nd
anti-cemocratic onlv when raiced as an altern=tive to full political
indepencence; to deny en cppressed minority its right to secessicn
(ex. Zenner's progrzm of cultural asutcrczy for the oppressad slavic
peoplez of dustria-nungary). ' ‘

“hen, hcwever, an oppresc<ed nation=liiy dces nct posse=: 2 basis
for territorial sutoncmy end political sececsicn by reason of
geogr hical cispersion, it ic anti-cemocratic and false internatior-
alicn to ceny that pecple self-direction and eelf-cdetermination cf
its cultursl and sqcial 1ife ir the name cf an internationz2l “usion
of peoples. 1399
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As revclutionary socialists we cannot but rejectthe attempt
to impoce an assimilationiet persncctive con thne Jewish masszs =8
cultural imperislien. whcther or nct the Jers shoulc submerze their
identity into the surrouncing peoples in whose micdst they live or
seek tc preserve themselves ss a naticn, it is for them to decide.

Fevoluticnary marxists reco.nize that the perspective of
assimilation under capitalism is uteccian and can only le2d the
Jewish masses to underestimate the catastrcphic weaknoes.of their
positicn in bourgeois and Stalinist society.

The “orkers Party ccndemns the old "prcpaganda of indifference
with respect to the naticnal aspiraticns cf the Jewish masses. It is
patently wreng end anti-cemccratic tc fight Zor the right of =11 other
oppresseq naticnalities to self-determination, even under ca2pitalisnm,
and at the same time deny this basic democratic right to the most
opprasset Jews. ~

Thcse whe argue that sny crgsnized struggle for a Jewish
territcrial center cr other form nf self-cdetermination is utopian
and rescticnary because unrealizable under capitalism, sre repeating
the false and objectively anti-Ademocratic thesis of Bukharin-Piatikov,
who clgimec¢ that "the self-Cetermination of nations is first of ell
utopisn (it cannct be realized within the limits of capitalism) and
harmful ¢s » slcgan that disséminates iliusicns." This thesis is
just as errcnecus when agplied to the struggle fcr a Jewish’ )
territcrial center as when appliecd to trhe naticnal question as a
whcle. '

"It would be a fundemental errcr te think that a strugzle for
democracy would be capable cf diverting the proletariat from a
sccizlist revcluticn, cr cf cbscuring, cr cvershadcring such a
revoluticns On the contrary, just as victcricus sociaiism 1s
impossible unless it achieves complete cemccracy, so the proletariat
canndot prepere for a victery cver the beurgecisie if it does nst lead
a broa=d, consistént and revclutionsry struggle rcr demccracy. The
eliminaticn of cne of the paragraphs cf t he demccpatic program—- for
example, the par=graph apout self-Geterminstion cf naticns --
supposedly for the reason of its "impracticability" under imperielisnm
would be no less an errcr. ! (lenin

It is cur task to ccrrectly apply the Leninist program on the
nationeal question to the struggle <f the Jews for naticnsl sclf-
determinaticn, to use this struggle =& a lever towards the socialilst
revoluticn. :

The Jewish struggle must be recngnized for whet it really is—-
a part c¢f the naticnal struggle, =»nc nct merely a struggle for civil
rights end equality (slth-ugh it is th.t tcc).

Lenin himself erred in this respect by uncritically following:
Kautsky in ccnsidering the Jews asccial caste and net a sccially
heterczenecus naticnarity. & step fcrward vas mace by Trotsky when
he came cut in faver of aterritcrial center fcr the Jews in a
Socialist worlcé. By implicaticn he therecoy rejected the concept of
the Jews as a caste but rather cocnsidered them a naticnality. -
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We must draw the full implicaticns and make clear that the Jewish
guesticn is a national question.

For eevolutionary socialists there is nc need to set up hard
end fast criteria befcre we permit a group to be considered a
nationality. oSuch tasks we leaves to the metaphysicians. for us
it is sufficient thet the material and historical conditions have
created such a stronz feelins thzt ithe huran beings involvec think
of themselves as a nation or naticnality.

The Yorkers Party rejects as absolutely invalid today the cld
formulae which proclaimed that "idea cf a Jewish 'nationality! has
a definitely reactional character"; thst "the idea of a Jewish
nationelity is a denial of the interests of the Jewish proletariect,
introducing within it directly or indirectly a feeling which is
hostile to assimilation, a Ghetto feeling.®

While supporting the struggle for Jewish self-determination, we
must impart a revolutionary sccialist directicn to that struggle.
Revoluticnary sccialists do not fail to pcint out to the nationally
conscicus Jewish masses that their aspirations cannct be fully
achieved within the fremework cf decadent capitalism; that the
struggle for their democratic and just naticnal demands can find
its only true expressicn in the struggle for liberating Socialism
against both capitalist and sfalinist imperialiep.

The Wcrkere Party warns the Jewish maeses against the d.nger
of a despairing attitucde towards the defense of Jewish and other
_demccrstic rights cutside of Palestine. In ccuntries where an
indepencdent labcr mcvement exists such an attitude is nct only
cowarcly but plays intc the hands of the reactionary capitalists
and can oniy hasten the developnent of c.pitalist ‘totalitarianism.
Such 2n attitude makes the job of the exterminators easier by
removing one cbstacle in their path, the force cf s highly
politically develcped group ——the Jews. oSuch an attitude will also
defeat the territorial desires of the Jews, since there can be nc
freedcm and independence in Palestine in a wcrld dcminated by
impericlist England and America or by Russian imperialism.

The world character of the Jewish problem and the world wide
arena in which the struggle for its sclution is fought must lead
tc a sharp rejecticn of the false ccunterposing in practice (by
Zionists and anti-Zionists alike) cf the struggle for Jewish rizhts
outsicde cf Falestine as against their fight for naticnal rights
within that country. To permit one struggle tc divert attenticn and
ener3yy from the other, signifies the abandcnment cf key battle
positicns in the war againet naticnal oppression.

The Jews must and will learn tc underst=nd, what many of them
already sense; th:t the Big Three impérialist world is their mortsl.
enemy; that the strupgle against anti-semitism and for Jewisgh
natisnsl liberaticn canrct be cencucted spartv from the strugple for
all denccratic rights and spart from the firht of the werld

—— P

proletariat for a sccialist scciety. 4
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- The Pealestine Froblem =

For the Jewish masses, freedor: in Palestine memns above all the
right tc free immigraticn intc Falectine. Thie need has thus far
been thwarted by a de facto alliance between Sritish Imperialism
and the reactionary leacders of the Arab nati-nalist movement.

British imperialism, in c¢réer tc retain ccntrol in the crucial
area of the Near and widdle East, which is a bridge between three
continents znd a gigentic end relatively unexplored reservoirvef cil,
deliberstely fosters Arabedewish hostility. It crurts the Arab
world by clising the gates ¢i Felestine tc Jewish immigrants and
deliberately ccntrives to present the cominz cf the Jews as the
spearhead cf 2 hated fcreign invasion. It ccurts the Jews by
pointing to the 8alfour declaration and blaming all attempts at
restriction of Jewish rights cn the necessity cf placating the Aradb
and 4:slem world.

The struggle for free immigraticn intc Palestine means, in the
- firet place, » militant strugzle against the restrictive barriers
impoce¢ by the British cclerial cffice. It also means exposing the
lying propaganda of Sritich and otalinist imperialism and reaciicnary
Arab nstimm=lisn that the Jewish movement into Falestine is an -
imperielist invasiin; that the peaceful scttlement of the Jews has
taken place at the cxpense .f Arab peasantry.

Ve, nevcluticnary sarxists, must vigorously champion the
" demand tc "Cpen the gates tc Palestine." We wuct cive criticeal
but unambigucus suppcrt tc the Jewish fk%ietance mevement in its
efforts to breek tne immigraticn barriers by cocnetructing an
illegal underground railroad ancd by srmed resistsnce to 21l police
efforts tc end illegal immigration.

At the same time we muet ccndemn in the clearest and sh:rpest
terms the reacicnary political progr-m ¢f cfficial Zicnism which
prevents the Jewish masses from beccming "pa:ztv and parcel of the
anti-imperislist revolution which will shope tas future cf Asis'
and concdemns the Palestinisn »nc Kear Eastern Jews %o the "fate cf
other historic Levantine pecples (the Armenians snd assyrians) who
permitted themselves tc beccme the tcols ¢f iumperialist protectors.t

The bankruptcy of all Zicniet parties--bourgecis, reformist
and semi-staliniet-~ is most clearly demonstrated by their .fadilure
to work cut a ccnerete program for intemationsl unity of the Arasb
Jewish masses in Palestine.

Responsibility fcr the lack cf unity between the two pecples
must be shsred by the Hist edruth (Gener-l Federaticn c¢f Labor in
Palestine) with the Arab-Jewish reactionaries, and the British
colonial cffice. The org nized lab:r movement fclicwe a shorte
sightec, ruincus policy of jushing the wcrkin? rasses ¢f the farmws
;ng c%ties into two eeparate economies (Xibbush Avodah - capture of

cbs.).

The crganizational ccnsequences of this pclicy--the formaticn
of separate naticnal unicns by Jewish end Arab wcrkers t: functicn
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in their separate naticnsl eccnomic sectors-- wag and is a major
obstacle in the path of 8 enuine Arab-Jewish unity/

Only where Arab and Jewish workers work sice by side can snd
does pbcletarian class strugple succeed in cutting through
nationglist barriers as was cemonstrated by the exemplary unity cf
action cisslayed by Arab ancd Jewish workers in the recent railrcad
and postal strikes. "Lon: live Jewish and Arab ccoperaticn" was a
main slogan shcuted-by the picketvs.

These strikes only highlight the need fcr UNITEL trade unicns
and wcrkers crganizations encompassing both Arab and Jewish workers.
The revcluticnery sccialist party of Palestine must place in the
forefront the fight =gaingt the separation cf Palestinian workers
into naticnel tr cde unicns and parties. Formation ¢f secparate
natiosnal locals within the ssme general unicn wculc not be an
advance cver the precent--it can only highlight the exclusivzness
and orirg cenflict within the formal arena of an organizati.n.

The demagcgy of the labcrites who cefend the prac:iice of
exclusicn on the grounds th:t the organized Jewish workers with
their higher stendards would ctherwise suffer from the unregulzted
competiticn ¢f the vackward, low-paid Arab fella heen must de
exposel as false "progressive" camouflage for anti-demccratic
natisnslist politice 1ittle different from the cpen chauvinism of
the 4rab tr=de uniwns.

The defense c¢f this pclicy that vases itcelf On the necessity
to provide work in Palestine fcr immigrant Jemws ie both econcmically
‘and pclitically wrong. The inevitgble, lcng-run encncmic
ccnseguences of a policy that splits a sms=ll cocuntry into two
~artificial econcmies is to limit its expansion and absorptive
cap=city. It is politically self-defeating beceuse it tends to rro=-
voke fear ancd hostility cn the psrt of the Arab workers and fello he«
the only potential allies of the Jews in Palestine. The fact that
Jews cannot find employment in the. Arab sector (partly as a result
of Kibbush Ayode pclicy) can hardly make resscnaoble the adoption
of a suicidal policy leasding tc the destruction cf all basis for
Arab-Jewish unity. : :

Eist adruth conventicn rescluticns in faver of Jewish-Arzb
unity sre worse than meacingless as long as that laber federaticn
continues tc exclude Aregb lapor from the Jewish economy anc suvport
~joint action cnly for Arab and Jewish workers in the employ oI the
- governnent or cffcreign corporeticns. The fact thst the Arab
nationaslists are even more guilty c¢f naticnsl exclusivism cannct
justify this shcrt-sighted practice which destroys the very
foundation <f unity between tae Arab and Jewish proletariat.

The undcubted reacticnary character cf the official Zi:nist
mcvenent's support of the 2ritish sandate -- or a new U.N. ,
trustecship--must, hcwever, nct be permitted to cbscure for us the
fact that the lcng run, interests of Jewish naticnslism are
incomp:tible with British or cther imperialist rule cf Palestine.

. *+Te¢ cling to the outdeted,!oversimplified Conmintern character-
ization of Ziocnism as ncthing mcre than "an :gent ¢f Sritish
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imperialism" is to ignore the intense anti-imperialist temper and
activities of the Palestinian Jewish masses and the ever-growing

ccnflict of interests between these two forvces.

It is not at all accidental that the appeal to British.
imperialism to create what Vieitzman called "5 Jewish Island outpost
for 3ritish interests in an Arab sea" or the supposed "Providential
basis for a permanent alliance hetween England and a Jewish
Palesine" (Jab.tineky) ha s failed utterly and proved illusory.
Imperiszlist realities in the kiddle East have slways favored, and
continue to faver, an zlliance between Sritish imperialism and the
rulin: classes cf the Arab wcrld. ,

The %orkers Party warns all supporters of Palestinian freedom
of the: treacherous role of Fussia in the struggles for naticnal
liberction everywhere and reminds them of the infamous rcle of the
Stalinists in the Falestine pcgroms of 1937. During the war Russia
attempted to appear as a champion of the Jews in order to enlist
tBeir support in the war. This’'did not inducé her tc give apylum
then or now tc the millicns who could hsve fcund refuge in her vest
territcries. Her doors remained closed. '

Palestine's strategic location between the Iranian oil fields
and the hediterranean makes it a natural object of imperislist '
struzgle and of special interest to Russian imperialism. Russia
seeks to exploit the differences in Palestine in order to strengthen
her omn reactionary influence in that partcf the world.

Tcday, Ruessia seeks to curry favor with the reactionary
nation:list lezders of the Arabs by appearing as their champion
against british and American imperialism. - Nothing but disaster will
Tesult from either Jews or Arabs placing the slightest confidence in
Russia's role in the Middle East. :

The Vorkers Party likewise warns all supporters of Palestinian
freedom sgainst any faith in the"democratic"intentions of American
. imperielism in the Middle East. As with other great powers, the
Unitec states is motivated by its ecocncmic interests-—above all by
the 0il in this part of the world. The somewhat .obscure dealings .
of Rooeevelt with King Ibn saud cf Arabia are an indication of the
Americsn role of playing both sides --the pro-Arab and the pro-
Jewish side in this game, in the interests of American pclitical
and eccnemic dominaticn. The hypocrisy of Truman's request for
admissicn ef Jews to Palestine is clear when contrasted with his
failure to permit entry of Jews into the U.S.

Feither Great Sritain nor Russia nor the U.3. nor the Arab
league nor the cofficisl Zionist organizations can be relied on to
conduct a resl fight for the interests ¢f the Palestinian masses.
The strugile must rest entirely cn the hands cf the masses. Their
only reel allies are to be found in the wcrld struggle cf the
working classes and the cilonial peoples. .

The struggle for a free democratic Palestine can be fought :
only cn the besis of Jewish~Arab unity. Every naticnal and religicus
issue cver which the Jews and the Arabs ~ermit themselves ts be
dividec, is ancther prop for British rule. 1404
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The slogan fcr 3 free Palestine finds concre:e pclitical
expreseicn in the demand for the imzediate ccnvceation f a
consitituent assembly elected by direct secret universal suffroge of

pll men aid wcmen over 18. This derand must be a.kxey slogan of »
genuinely demceratic program for Falestine icday.

The reactionary character cf the Zicnist parties is seen pre-
cisely in their oppositicn to this slozan. From extreme right wing
to the ncst left all Zicnist tendencies stand united in oppositicn
to a ccnstituent assembly untl a Jewish majcrity exists. Not only
is this position undemocratic, it mskes the Zicnists dependent cn
imperielist support with all the evil consequences we are now
witnessing, betrayal, etc. It also plays into the hands of the most
reacticnary Arab nationalist elements. The latter use this role of
Zicnism as & means of assuring their own reactiony dominatien cver

- the Arab masses and thereby to undermine all tendenciecs toward Arsb-

Jewish unity.

, ~ The question of a constitutent assembly cannct hiwever, be posed
in the abstract, separate frcm the legitimpte fears cf the Jewish
populztion, whc are well sware taat the gsrdinal demand of all Arab
nationslists from the Arab feudal lords tc the Arab Stalinists, is
the stoppaze cf all Jewish immigration and that the ettreme Arab
Nstionalists (Istaklil Party) favor the repatriation of all Jews who
came t: Falestine after ¥orld war I, :

Revolutionary Sgcialism cennct and does nct ask the Jewish
masses to make a unilateral eacrifice of their democratic amd

- naticnal rights.

~oimilarly, we must understsand that the cppcsiticn of the Areb
masses to the conginued Jewish immigraticn stems from their just
fears of beccming denationslized minority in z Jewieh state, with
nothing more than civil rights as individual citizens..

Cnly a political propgram that-guarantees the NATIONAL aspiietions
of -BOTE peoplecs of Pale stine can forge the indispensable anti- .

‘imperialist unity of the Jewish™ Arab masses.

, Tre establishment of a democratic arena (Constituent Assembly)
for free resolution of the co.plex Palestinian issues, thcugh baaic
is n> mcre than a first step. The funcdamental question of hrw and
cn wh=t political basis to resolve the conflict between Aran anc

wigh naticnalism is left virtually unanswered by those fcr waonm
the call for a constituent asseubly 18 the crcwning slogan of their
progr:=n for Falestine.

In the given politicsl ccntext, in which all Arab nationzlist
"parties" strongly favor the estaclishment of an Arzb FPalestine where
the Jevish masses will be deprived of all noticnal rights znd ce
forced tc ccntent themselves with precaricus civil rights similzar to
those zccorded Jews in the arab states cf Irag, Egy.t and oyria.,
merely toc call for a Constituent assembly is tantamcunt tc political

 esupport, in effect, of the arab National otate in Falectine. It

means political support of the anti-cemccratic, Arab naticnslist
progrem whichstends cn the same plane with tha® of the maximalist
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Zicnists who favor a Jewich state in which the Palestinian Ar-bs
will either have tc ccntent themselves with civil rights alone or
else migrate to adjacent Arab lands.

The call for a Constituent Assembly in Palestine acquires
cdemocrstic ccntent only when cCirectly linked to a clear demand for a
bi-naticnal (Jewish-Arab) Palestine, in which the national rights of
both pecples are equally ackncwledged.

Palestine is & bi-naticnal ccuntry; the hcme of two pzaoples.
Any c>ther pcint cf departure, nc matter how ccncealed by democratic
or s>clalist phraseclogy, signifies the acceptance cf the dominat ion
of cne Falestinian people by the other.

The vanner of bi-naticnalism must be wrested frcm the two
Zicnist tendencies that purcert to be its bearers. The hypocritical
lip-service given to a genuinely bi-naticnalist scluticn oy the partly
Stalinized, Hashomer natzgir Farty of Palesiine is belied oy its
‘political practice. The Hashomer KHatzair's suppert of the Hist. 2druth
princirle thst Jews .ust hire cnly Jewish laobcr with ite inevitacle
‘corrdylaries of ecepsrzte nati nszl economies anl separhte, parallecl
unicns fcr Jews and Arabs flatly ccntracicts its most fervent bi-
nati nalist protestaticns. :

On the cther hand the IcHud (Unity) Party, which favors the
immedlizte fcrmaticn of self-gcverning instituticns in which Arad end
Jews czi1e to be represented ¢n a parity basis ancé the elimination
of naticnal discriminatcry practices in o-th ccmmunities (i.e. JNF
resgricticns), places its faith in a tripsrtite akreement between
the "Nctablesh cf bcth. pecples and the imperialist power that
contrcle the country. It vehemently o.pposes the prcsecution of an
anti-imperialist struzgle against the mancatcry power and denounces
as "o>ne-sided policy" any Jewish pro-Arab crientation which is
directec against the British rulers. <The Ichud (Unity) Party's pro=-
mandate (or trusteeship) positicn tears the very heart cut of bi-
natisnslist politics, its very resson fcr deing. The bi-natisnalist
unity cf the Arab and Jewish masses can be welced cnly in the fire
c¢f revcluticnary anti-imperiatist struggle.: ‘ :

Anti-imperialism snd bi-naticnalism are the twe sides of the
Palestinian ccin cf naticnal liberaticn.

The demccratic, colcnial revclutions ¢f cur epoch have cemcn=-
strated that the only class in Falestine which will prcve capable
~of leading a thcroughgcing, bi-naticnal . struggle against British
imperislism 1is a united Falestine prcleteriat. Tne proletarian
class struggle apgainst eccnimic exploitzticn-unites all tcilers
anc serves as the bridge =2cross all nationalist barriers between tbe
Jewish and Arab wcrker. o

The successful conduct of the struggle by a united Palestinian
prolztariat on behalf of national and sccial emancipaticn is
inconceivable withiut the existence cf 3 powerful revclutionsry
Karxist perty firmly rccted amongst the Arabs ancd Jewish toilers.

The ccntributicn of the Fourth internaticnzl mcvement, must, thercfore
begin with all assistance toward the establishment of such a Party '
in Palestine. _ 1406
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such a party can be built cnly with a progrem specifically
designed to snswer the peculisr naticnal and sccial gquestions
posed by Falestine, based on the following platform:

1.

2.
3.
a.

Independence frcm Sritish imperialism -nd its
imperialist would-be heirs, Russia md the United otates.

Imnediate ccnvocaticn of a constituent assembly.
For free and unrestricted immigraticn intec Falestine.

For a bi-naticnal, demccratic republic--against bcth an
Arab National <tate and a Jewish National state in
Palestire.

Land tc the peasantry (Arad and Jéwieh). For the
dividion of the land (governmental and land-nwners)
to those who till it.

Abolition cf the us.ry system. Free credit to the
peasantry. ' . .

For united crgans of proletarian class struggle—-
organize the Jewish and Arab wcrkers into the same
unions,-=joint cocperatives and crgsnizations for the
farmers.

For an sutonomcus, bi-naticn=1, Socialist Palestine
within a Near East Federaticn cof oocialist Republics.
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The follcwing article has been sent by tne cf the Party's corres-
pocncents in Falestine. Itis published here for information and ss
8 Ciscussion article. The article dces not express the pceitisn cf
the Party.

THE JEVISH QUESTION 4ND PALESTINE

—

It is the viewpoint of m~any, that Zionism and Socialism are
irreconcilable opposites. 1Thcse people hcwever disregard the fact
that Zicnism is a bcurgecis-naticnal mcvement for liberation, which
must necesssrily contain reacticnsry elerents. Yet, this fact is a
long way from making Zionism intc a reacticnary mcvement. To
maintain this, is to thrcw ocut the baby with the bath. It means to
commit the same error as thcse whe condemn Socialism as a whole,
because the ruling strata of Russia takes many measures, allegecdly
in the name « occialism, which with the best intenticns cannot
be reconciled with Socialiem. A certain ability of abstraction
is a necessary prerequisite, for any pcliticel thinking.

Then worke s strike for higher wag.s, they take the position
that 2s sc long as the rulers cf cur present scciety are in power
they =2re responsible for it. Even the class-ccnscious wcrker who
does nct reccgnize the state de jure,coes reccegnize it de facton.,
for he cen make his cemsncs to'it, and tc it alcne. Nobedy has
ever seen in this a reacticnary positicn up to ncw.

Fcr may years before the great misfcrtune which the war years
had brcught upcn the Jewish pecple, anc whicn cculcd have been
avoided vith the timely executicn <f the Zicnist progrzm, the
Jewish pecple, in the fcrm cf the Zicnist mcvement, used to turn to
worlc public cpinion, with its cewmmnds for naticnal independence
for Palestine. They c2uld n:t turn to anybcdy other than Greot
Britain, the actual owner cf this cov~’ +. &8s long as Palestine
belongs tc Great sritain, we must necess+rily cdirect cur political
and econcmic demands tc tiiis gre:t power. Thig attitucde is 2 long
way remcved frcm acceptance, not tc menti:n from support c¢f sSritish
imperialism. The ture cwners of Falestine are witicut a doubt the
Jemish snc Arab people; and the Zicnist movement as a whole, parti- .
cularly its mass cf rank and filers (in cistincticn from its le:zders,
who like all cther bureaucratic laocr leaders are tied with a
thcusands boncés ¢f econcmic interest to the cclonial power) has
never aeld any cther positicn.

In my opinicn hcewever, the pesition that this cr that party
takes in the Zicnist movement is of very little importance. It is
irrelevant whether they demand the right of seli-determin-=tion (:une
of the basic princizles of Socisli:m) for the purpose of
establishing a Jewish naticnal state in this bi-naticnal ccuntry
(so.etiung in itself r:actionary), ¢r whether they Cemand a oi=
nationzal state. Likewise, whether they fight British imperialisa,
tc convince it of the supericr advantage of cocperating with the
Jews instead, (which is in effect black-mail) =r whether they :re
renlly sericus about driving cut the oppresscrs, is net decisive

here. ‘408
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The f=ct remains, thrst the Arap c=mp cf all gradaticns has so
far been incapzble of prccucing a moviment th t de facto fights
imperialism, prcbably because the mzsses -f this pecple are still
too igncrant and the victims of religious fanaticism. The only
strugzle that the Arabs in Falesti.e werc capable of waging during
the three trouvle periods, ccngisted ¢f senseless anc gruesome
killing of unarmed pecestrians and ous passengers. The Jewish
uncergrcund movement cn the cther hand fights exclusively 3ritish
police ancé trccps and destrcys exclusively the property cf the
gcvernment, pclice and troops. The guesticn arises now, with the

Arabs nct yet reacy but the Jews prepared for the anti-imperialist
strugzle, whether this latter shculd be given up because it is
partially motivated by re:ctionary resscns. Invclved here is a
certain relativity. If it were a question of the most ideal
gituaticn, we woulc have a jewish-Arab workers mcvement here, which
would jcintly struggle against imperialism, until the British are
driven cut c¢f the country, and then we cculd peacefully build up a
bi-naticnelist sccislist scciety. - But, things u.fortunately are not
like that. The cnly factor that can be ccnsidered in relation to the
strugzle cgainet imperisliem is the Jewish sectcr. 1In passing, it is
interesting tc ncte that this struggle has been regarded only with
gympathy by the simple Arab folk. The Histadruth is c¢f course a
social ceémocratic, yellow, buresucr :tic labcr union, the likes of
which exist in every other part of the worlc. It ccncemns most of
the strikes of the Jewish workers as toc '"wild."

And yet, Jewish Palestine is by far the most prcgressive

. ccuntry in the kiddle East. Thus, a strengthening cf this sector

i thru further immigraticn, - the crux of the present struggle in

Falesiine - means nat only the celiverance ¢f Jers who justly have

the richt to be rescued, but alsc . he strengbhening cf all prozressive

 forces in this part of the world. Thejewish resistance movement has

i lcng 2.¢ tcrn itself from its fcrmer faith in England's -enerosity.

. The deszair and tragic sorrcws with which the Jewish r_.ple have

been afflicted, the mcst severe catastrcphe frcow which a pecple

ever had to suffer, has taught thcse who only a few years ago

| embrsced Englend and were ready tc serve as her gencarmes, that they
must oeccme their cvn gendarmes if they don't want tc share the

- miserable fate of six miliicn perished Jews. Thus, they became

 cbjectively the vanguarcd c¢f the liberaticn mcvement. And there is

} no doubt, that the prcgressive Arab circleg wnc ere deprived of all

| influence oy the ruling Chusseni party, will jcin with the Jewish

- resistznce movement, when they will march ~ne day towards ths siruggie

against England. : :

- Tre country is poor econcmically, but it cculd maintain a large
. part °f thcose who are todey dying in D.P. camps = and *hc tomorrCw
. will nc lcnger be able tc live in England and America, and wad
- cannot live anywhere else in Eurcpe-~ if the gcvirnmisent woul” not
. rob the ccuntry cry with its taXx-p.ice mincpoly. i{he Jewish Agency
¥ on the cther hand has cevelcpeC a bureaucratic strata, whih stoiies
| to cominate public life zs much as pcssible, anc which contribvutes
. 86 £02< as ncthing towsrds the integraticn of the Jewish imaizriats,
t for whom it claims to speak '
| 1409
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Ine anti~-imperialist struggle of the Jewish people is in the
light <f this, as in Indonesia,-in spite cf the unceniable
partially resctionary gcal- a great step forward, fcr it cpens the
ccor to cevelopments, which its criginatcrs may perheps nct have
wanted, but which must take place nevertheless. For, the unity
cf the tvc pecples and the executicn c¢cf the sccialist revoluti n
- demanis as its first indispensable prerequisite the ccmplete

destructicn cf imperialiem, the force which whips up pecple
against cne ancther, anc which dcubly cppresses the workers.

J.Re

1410



14———=m

V.0 3LOGANS: WAGE INCREASES WITnOUT rRICE INCREAGES AND THE
SLIDING SCALE OF TAGES.

Te are 1iving now in the pericd of the aftermath of the second
imperislist world war. &t is a period distinguished by the
militancy of a labor movement that refuses to be trampled underfoot
by oig industry-as it was afiter the last wsT; by growing dissatisfac-
tion with the two old capitalist parties and the growing sentiment
for an independent labor party; it is marked by the usual fake
"exposes" of the penny-ante war profiteers while the big blood .
suckers remsin untouched; it is marked by the frantic desire of the
industrialists end their government to legislate the labor movement
out of existence and their cringing fear to attempt it; but in an
immediate sense it is marked by the skyrocketinz of prices and rents,
by the attempt of biz business to gouge every last cent out of the
workers and the fight of the workers to prevent it. From tais fight
ther: hae emerged a new and vital slogzn, the slogan of the General
¥ .tors Workers, "Wage increases without price increases." The
Workers Party has adopted, eniarged upon and given revolutionary
content tothe Whole Gif program, the central slogan of waich is the
one mentioned ebove.

The socialist %orkers Party, by way of cr*ticism of the
championing of this elogzan, through certain of its functionaries,
has quoted the documents of the founding Conference of the Fourth
Internestional, to wit:

"keither monetary inflation nor stabilization cen serve as
slogane for the proletariat becauce these are but two ends of the
pame stick. Against a bounding rise in prices which with the
approach of the war will assume an ever more unbridled character
one can fight only under the slogan of a eliding scale of wages.“

Just what are these words, (written by Trotsky prior to
september 3, 1938) naively quoted, supposed to prove? That the
Workers Farty has "again" forszgen the word & Trotsky and to do that
means, through the process cf the simple Cannonite equaticn, straying
from the revolutionary ath. L '

They interprot the slogan of "Wage incréases without orice
incresccs" to be a demand for monetary stebilization and Trotsky
sai¢ such a cemand cannot serve the working class. hROWEVeEr,
stabilization hes traditionally meant that, for example, in this
country tae dollar is stabilized in relation to o211 things. 1t
means that the price of all commocities woulc be £fI%en. Didn't
iarx explain that labor itseif is a commolity? 4And co we propoce
that the price of that commocity Dbe stabpllized wvhen we advance the
GM slozan? Obviously nct. Doesn't the sldgan cay in essence that
the price on all commocities E«CEFT the coumcdity of labor power
be stsbilized? - Loes that have anything in common with the
traditionzl meani g of monetary staoilization?

3ut the "dialecticians" of the Cannonite Ferty have been ungble
sinc 1S40 to apply this dialectic over which they were so excitgd.
That ic cgplained very simply by saying that the only Cialectician
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who had any influence in or on their party, Leon Trotsky, was
murdzred by the agents of oStalin in that year. They treat the whole
period that has ensued from that time until the present as one
without change. Imperialiest wars uay corme and 2¢, the objective
eituaticn may change from a pre-war period ci mass unemployment

and accnomic crises to 2 post-war period of texgorary sad comparative
boom -n¢ great militancy in the lebor movement, but not s dr=ft from
this typacon reaches the oWr oifices ¢ cistuirb the goilen oust

of Ganncn that resides there. :

: This whole period of tremencous change is viewed by the JWP as
one vhich warrants no adjustment whatsoever in their approach to the
problems of the working class. Any new icea or proposal in their
party muet first be checked against the written and recorded word of
Trotsky. If Trotsky ever said it, fine. If not then the aughor of
v. e proposal or icea is a petty-bourgeois rencgade over wnom we
must, in Cannon's well-known words, "ride roughshod." :

It is because of this sterility, this lack of FOLITICAL
leadership that the SWP coulc fiR® no cther answer to the w=r than
"UNCCIDITINAL defense of the Soviet Union", one of the two great
imperialist victors. It is because of this incapacity for theory
that they finc themselves in the ridiculous position of refusing
to change one word in the Transiticnal Demands Program which was
written in 19%8 by Troteky with the acmonition that this was to
serv: a8 the beginning. Time anc experience would teach us where
chanzcs and additions must be made. The Iransitional Lemands
Progrzm was not meant by Trotsky to represent an eternal truth. It
wss 2 beginning. The program itself is like an organ—-one doesn't
play 211 the stops with the same intensity at all times. First cne
combinztion is emphasized, then another anc at times some are left
out entirelye. ,

Trotsky understood this and attempted to teach the iiovement
that merely to repeat by rote what had been perhaps just and
necescery yesterday could only lead to political impotence and
cefeat for the working class. In "Lessons of October" he quotes
Lenin as saying: ' : :

"It hsprens all too frequently that when history makes 2n
abrupt turn, even the most acvanced parties are unable for a lcnger
or sa.rter periocd of time to acdapt themselves to new conditions.
They keep repeaiing the slogans of yesterday-----slogans which
were ccrrect yesterday---~but which have lcost all their meaning
tocay,becoming cevoid of meaning 'suddenly' with the self-same
gsudiennfss" that histcry makes its abrupt turns." (Works, Vol xiv.

y P, 12

Trotsky continues this thought in his cwn werde:

"Eence the canger arises that if the turn is too abrupt or tcc
sudcen, and if in the prececing period too many elements of inertia
and ccneervatism have accumulated in the .leading crgané o the party
then the carty proves itself unavble to fulfill its leacCership at
that supreme and critical moment for which it h=s becn .reparing
iteelf in the course of years or decaces. The .arty is ravaged by
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a orisis, =md the movement pesees the party by---and heads towerds
cefeat." (Lesscne of October, pp26-37) . '

The Canncnitec have nc understanding, nc appreciation for the
real meening of this. They can cnly repeat, as Trotsky said, by
rote. kence when the WP picks up the slogsn cf the GM wcrkers,
*Tage increases withcut price increases" and ties it up with ouy
Transitional Demands program, they can only ccncemn the slogan
because it is not in Trctsky'e vritten works. They criticize the
WP for champicning this slogan, eand, what is much worse from their
point of view, interpreting it in a revoluticnary menner. A n 8WP
functiorary saic¢ to the writer, "What ycu ssy cf this slogan in
your pzper is not true. That {< not what the Genersl lotors Workers
said. You have acded to it. You have changed it."

0f course we have. We have, as Troteky slways advised, oicked
up. the new and vital slogen cf the working clee: and given it
revolutionary ccntent by msking clear in cur press its implicaticns
and mcking clear under whet conditicne such a cCemand is realigable.
That is cur revcluticnary cuty. That's what Lenin and Troteky
meant when they continually hammered upen the theme <f the:
necessity for.the party te base its sy to day activity mmd slogens
on the struggles cf the working class.  Not on the bureaucratic
conservaetism of the leading's%ique, but upon the struggle of the
wpgkiﬂ% clags. Thst is what Felix wcrrow, mermber cf the Political
Compittee cf the SWP, means when he writes in his criticism of th
Cannonites pclicy in the recent strike wave: ;

"(ne of the main--perhaps the most important of all---
me;podclc§ical principles of Leninist pclities is: to study
attentively the course cf the class struggle, seizing urcn the
initiative of the wcrkers themselves, extencing anc genralizing
i$., Dut of the class siruggle, indepencently cf the intiative of
the revolutionary party (especially when that party ie so smakl)
there arise new methods ¢f struggle, n:w types of fighting orgen-
izaticns, ner slegene. VWoe to tae revoiutiommry perty which fails
or hesitetes to atoept what 'others' have initated. In that case
the Party's slogans, perfectly oorrect in thecry, oeccme irrelevant
or saccnGary while it fails tc capitelize on what is central in the
¢iven reality: the slogan of 'cthers!.

; " such wes the error which the Political Ccamittee made in the
recent estrike struggles when it failed tc make its own the ‘
T emarkspl e-—-and new---slcgan of the Gu progT:-m: wage raises with-ug
price raises." ‘ .

Tre GM slogan and the slogan of the -sliding scale of wages ere
po:ed by the Canncnites as contreadictory and nutually exclusive
when in f:=ct %hey are complementary. ~e figpbt for the ascalator
clause in all contracts and at the same vime csil for workers
ccntrol over prices. But the Editor of ths 4ilitant, paper of the
SWP, seys thst this is anti-karxist anc contrary t- the pesiticen
an¢ prcgram c¢f the Fcurth internaticnal. Let us investigate what
a transitional cemand is and what falls uncer the neadiags of

B
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Prior to the first werld war the programs of the then-existing
Socialist parties were divided into what was kncwn 2s the "maximum®
progrem, i.e. the program embcdying the fundamentsl programmatic
thesas of scientific socialism; and the "minimum" (rogrsm, i.e. the
progrem enccmpassing the slogans and demsnds c¢f the cday to day cless
strugile. The minimum program was a result of the realization that
a party can achieve very little if it goes among the bro=d secticns
of the wcrking class with nothing more than a slcgan for the over-
-throw cf capitalist scciety and the estzblishment of socialism.

The werkers themselves are bound up in their current struggle ~nd

" 'have viry little time or sympathy for slcgans =2nd demands that co
not apply directly to their problem. These parties fcund it

- neceseery tc have slogans germane to that prcoblem or struggle.
Slogans like the one fcr the eight-hcur dey, wemen's suffra e, etc.

These minimum programs were composed in their entirety of
cemands th't were realizable_within the framewcrk of capitalist
sccietly, demands unlicely tc be realized but pessiole of realizaticn.
The prrties mentioned, (like the 2nd Internaticnal) degenerated
through the gradual acceptance ¢f the minimum or reformist Prozram
as the scle prcgram. True, they still gave lip service to the
saximum program, but the whcle life and activity cf these partics

*+ was cdcvcted to the struggle revolving around the minimum, thst is,
reformist program. They degen:rated from sarxist parties to
reformist ps.ties that founcd it possible and cid vcte credits to
their respective nati-nal bcurgecis governments in suppert of the
first imperialist w.rld war. ‘

Lenin, in 1917, develcped the first transiti-nal program to
replice the old minimum program. This prgr=m was Ceveloped as
the answer tc the immediate problems cf the working class regarcless
cf wnether cr not it cculd be realized within the framewcrk of
capitalism. The wa ¢ "transitional" itself indicates the difference
between this new ty:.e of program and the cld inimum program. The
transiticnal pregra. could be realized only during the transiticn
between capitalism and the sccialist scciety. This program, far
from leeving the capitalist prccerty rclations untcuched, formed the
bridge between capitalism and sccialism. :

%ith this in mind it ie correct to say that the GM slogan
"wage increases withcut price increases" is more transitional, hes
more of the characteristcs cf a "bridge" slog=n than dces the
slogan "sliding scale of wages"; and for the fcllowing reasons:

The slicing scale of wages slogan means that every time prices
go up, there shall be a ccrrespending increase in wages. Naturally
a marxist cdceen't limit himself- to that conception but that is what
the glgesn says. This means that if prices are increased ten percent
then wrges will autcmatically be increased ten pereent. (It shculd
be pointed cut that cne of the origiral criticisms of this slogan
was thst if wages are to be tied to prices they can slide downward
in time of crisis as lcgically e¢s upwarc during inflatiocnary seriods.)
That is 10 say that the weekly wage cf the worker must be such that
he can buy as much after the price hike as he cculd pricr to it. No
inroac cn prcfits has ceen made. The mass of surplus value remains
untouched. The status-quc in that respect has been preserved.
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That is the meaning, cn the ctherhand, of the slcgan "Wagze
incresces withcpt price increases"? Obvicusly it means that prices
remain vhere they are while Wages are incressed. It means that
the worker will be able toc buy nct simply 28 mec h as previously, but
. mcre. It means that the mass cf profits suffers sn szbsclute
- Cecline. It means that definite inroads are made on surplus value.
The strtus-qus, rather than being meintained, is destrcyed and the
capit-list sooiety is weakened tc thst extent.

¥vhich cf thece slcgans, then, is the more readily realizavle
under czpitalism? Isn't it perfectly clear that the slog=n that
leavas the mass cf prcfits untcuched and does nct cause 3 decline ir
surplus value is thecretically and actually mcre acceptable to end
compatible with capitalist prc.erty relaticne? Ien't it alsc
. clear that the slcgan which proposes inroads upcn prefits is the
" moTe transiticnal in chsracter: that this slogsn embcdies the
| ccncepticn cf a transiticn cr bricdge from the scclety where the
| disparity between wages =nd i rices is great tc & scciety where the
.- two are equal? Which slcgen 1s mcre transiticnal in character
* and which terids tc fall under the classificaticn sf a minimum
demanc?

3 But a tr:nsitional demend is n:ct cne thst is theoretically

. ceorract enc ncthing mcre. It must have popular appeal smcng taoe

t wcrking class «r it loses sll significance. Jf pupulsr mass ap:eal
l were nct sn integrzl part of the while cconsepticn of a transiticnal
.~ or bricge demand then we might co just a well, perhsps better,

| gimply tc acvance a slcgan like "Lcwn with capitalism." ¥#hich cf

i these two € ogans has the popular support cf the wcrking class? Are
the werkers in the UAW, the spearheac of the laoor mcvement, today

l cailing for a "sliding scale of wsgcs =ncd a sliding scale $ nourst"
i Have they advanced that anywhere? KEas any Cenncnite fr2ction been

I able t: interest a larze secticn cf the labor mevement in it and

" make cf it = popular demand? No. The exact opposite is true as

. far ac these two slogans are ccncerned. Tae only popular slogan

i today, end by that is nct meent thst it is a: popular as cculd e

' desired, is wage increases with ut grice increases. The advanced

L section cf the labor maement tcday sees in that slogan the ansver 1o
. their Di. zest prcblem. '

, This slcgan sprang from the labcr movement itself. It is a
“valid slcgsn. We adcpt anG popularize it elong with our demsnc

. for the escalator clause in unicn contracts. The slogan has

- revgluticnary ccntent. 7e explain this. we attempt tc broaden the
fight arcund it. That ie the task <f a rcvcluticnary party. To

- study the class struzgle cday by cay, "seize upcn the initiative" of

. the wcrkin. class, give the struggle reviluticnary content anc
explain its implicaticns. That is the way = Marxist apprcachcs the .
class struggle.

July €1, 1946 . George “hitney
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A SOURCE BOCK OF FOLITICS: A REVIEW OF A REVIEY.

© It is im.cesible tc let pass unncticed a review of Trotsky's
"First 5 Yeare of the Communist International® by A. Vict:r in the
August 19th is:cue cf Labor Action. We hold no brief fcr Ccomrace
Hansen, but ncwhere is it written thatthcse who write politiecal
Teviews must understand.

In 2 suitably mccest manner Comrace Victor begins by implying
that if a situaticn such as faced the Ccmmunist International in
1931 were to srise tcday, onYth: WP cculd respond in the manner cf
Trctsky anc the CI. That situaticn called fcr the reccgnition cf
temporery capitalist stabilization in the midst ¢f a revclutionary

The proof? ‘hat tcday cnly Viotor, anc apparently the WP, and
let us thrcw in the retrogressicrhists, reccgnize a situation which
Trotsky fcres w in 1931, given certain conditicns. 4nd this
situaticn h=s three dharacteristics; 1. The U.5. is the cominant
power. 2. The proletarian revolution is nc lcnger on the crder cf
the day because c¢f the impoverishment ¢f Europe 3. We are at »resens:
in a new ezcch of capit=list upswing.

\

Let us for the mcment igncre Victor's new, and rather startling
additicn to the pcsiticns rur party hclds in distincticn from all
others, anC examine the manner in which he has emasculated the
answer cf the CI tc the proliem c¢f capitelist stabilization.

. At the recent c.nventicn of the Party, a pcsition cn the United
States was adcpted which held the factcor of boom tc be of consicer-
able importance in the coming period. Cf ccurse the majority
vigorcuely denied that the bocm had any l3sting value, denied thet
we were in an epcch cf czpitalist upswing, but that is for Vict-r
and the party tc settle. - A ‘

Trctsky discussecd thekrelaticnship between crisis, bocm, and
revoluticn at the Th:ATd %orld Ccengress, upen wrich Victer spends his
entire report. '

This what Trotsky says:

1. Thet Wocm tcday does not mean the triumph of the ccunterrevolu-
ticn, bec=use it dces nct mean sn epcch of cazpitalist upswing, but
merely a temporar¥hoscillaticn ns part ¢f the death ageny of
capitalism. 2. That it is just as possible for the revclutionsary
upsurge cf the masses to be tcuched cff during a peri«d@ cf bo:m as
cduring a crisis. That it is precisely the fluctuating character of
the zccncmic and political scéne which makes the werzer unessy and
reesfless. : ' .

Ti:ere wae just one question which cur p=rty positicn left
un=nsvered. dJust what effect will the bo.m in America have on the
class strugzle? Will it be sharpened ¢r »lleviated? ihere the
party leaves cff, Trctsky begins. . 1416



20-—=m

It would have been far mcre tc the pcint if Comrade Victor
had mulled cver the follcwing cecticn in the speech to the Third
Wiorld Ccngress: "Thus the enhancemant ¢f the bourgecisie's self
assurance as = Class is absclut<ly undeniavlej and equally undeniab 1¢
is the actual ccnsolidation of the police-state apparatus after
the war. But in zncof itself this fact - imvortant though it is -
coes nct by far settle the questicn; anc in any case, cur enemies
are oOvernasty in trying to draw frcm it the ccnclusicn that -ur
pregrar is venkrupt. We had, cf ccurse, hipe: thst the brurgecisie
would be cverthrown in 1:19. But, of ccurse, We were not sure cf
it; ncr cid we buiic 2n¢ roet our pro.ram of action urpon this cate.
ihen Ler. OUtto pauer an¢ cther thecreticians of the seccnd anc Two
anc-a-kEalf Internaticnals cay that our precdiction has been :roven
bankruzt, one wmight think that inv:lved here were predicticns
concsrning scme astroncmical event. It is as if we have veen
mistalien in cur mathematical calculations that a sclar eclipse
wcull cccur cn such 2nc such a day, ancd weire consequently proven
to oe prcr sstroncmers. But that is nct 2% all how the matter
stands in reality. We had nct predicted a sclar eclipse, i.e., en
event beycnd cur will and entirely imderendént cf cur actions.
"Invclved iB a histcricel everwd which can and will ceccur with our
particiraticn. *“hen we tpcke of the revoluticn resulting from the
Werld war, it meant that we were and are striving tc utilize the
consequences of the %World War in crder to speed the revolution in
every way pcesible." (pgs. 178-179) ,

Thies is what Trotsky sadd at the Thrid World Congress. The
probtem posed there by the Sccial-Democrats is nct a strange one
tc our esrs. oBul this btso, Comrsde Vicior digging in the ¥mine of
precicus material', scmehow failed tc unearth.

An¢ finally, basing itself upcn its fundamental ccnce:tion
of the ceath agcny cof capitalism, f the epoch of revolution, the
CI, n:-twithstanding its reccgnition of tempcrs y capitalist
staoilizaticn, formulated its task in the famcus "To power through
the previcus conquest ¢f the masses." Years later the transiti-nal
program c¢f the Fourth International was tc serve asthe vehicle for
the ccnquest ¢f the masses in the road to the seizure of power,
uncer ccnditicns which were scon to accentuate the death agony of
cspitsiism uncer the highest tensicn of class differences ever
seen uncer cepitalism, assuming with ut argument a tempor=ary
capitclist stabilizaticn. :

Xcw let us return tc the ccnditicns Comrade Victer thinks
exist tccay, vhich he thinks Comrade Irctsky foressw in 1931, wnd
¢n the basis of which he justified his manner of wcrking in the
national liberaticn movements in Eurcpe, anc removes the proletar-
ian revcluticn from the crder «f the day.

“e shall restate the three elements cf Victor's worlg:

1. Tne US is the dcminant power )

8. Ihe groletarian revcluticn is nc longer cn the <rcer of i he cay
oecause cf the impoverishment cof Europe.

3. ¢ rre at .recent in 2 ne- epcch ©0f capitslist upswing.
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The attempt tc hide in the cshado» and ignore the suostance cf
Trotsky is so pathetic that it is difficult to know just whers
to begin.

hcw actually does Trftsky picture the possibility of a
situaticn which would remcve the proletarian revoluticn from the
order ct the day? "The US will beccmpelled to recrient itself
on the verlc market, reconvert ite incustry and suffer curt-ilment

for = ccnsiderable pericd. Af%erwards, after a new wcrld
divisiin cf labor is thus established in a %Fny fer 15 cr 20 or 25
%eagfi)a new epcCh ¢f cezpitalist upswing might perhaps ensue.*

p-

~ But where is the ner wcrld division <f labcr, vhere the epcch
cf capitsliet upswing? Shcw it tc us, ¢ warrior it the Real the
Ccncrzte werld, wershipper ¢f the otatistic, prcphet <f thebocm?
Shcw it t¢ us, "anc then I fcr (ne, wo.ld be willing to concede the
remcval <f the prcletarian revcluticn frcm the cruer cf the dsy,
and I will then grasp the full meaning ¢f the Lab:r Party as =a
necesszIy sta.e in the develcpment of the Americsn working class,
‘and I will uncerstend that it has = r:le tc play. It is not
within the limite <f this article to cdiscuss the actual econcmic
situaticn <f Americen enc worlc capitslism. +e will await Victcor's
evaluatlcn with interest.

1f, hcwever, we are nct in an epcch of cauitalist upswing,
anc if even we ccncelve ~f ite pcssibility at some time in the
future, which ie diffialt encugh, let us lieten tc what Troteky
has to saye.

" But this entire ccnception is exceedingly sbstr=ct and
cne-sicdecd. Matters are pictured here as if the prcletarian had
ceasal tc struggle. sesnwiile there cannot be even any talk of
this if conly for the reascn that the class contradicticns have
become eggravated in the extreme precisely during the recert yeare"
(p.211) He gces on tc say that in orcer to restore equilibrium
the cszritalist must accumulate capital. But to de that an
intensified explcitaticn cf the workers is necescary anc therefore
aggravaticn cf social ccntradictiuns, a helghtening cf the class
struzzle. .

Tuis is the substance, the heart cf revolutlanary marxism,
the 1¥ving, ccncrete class struggle. And it is thie which Vict:or
ign:-res.

Anc pow the Official retr»gre331unlsts (cne is reminéded »of
Kefka's "The Castle" when cne. tries tc discover the relationship
between the Theses :f the IKD ancé cur psrty leaaerchlp) how they
must be ~rithing in their self-impcsed graves. here they have
built up a careful structure, arriving at a political grogram by
examinirg the org-nic process c¢f cespitalist decline - and now one
who accepts their program errives =2t it thrcugh the medium of an
epoch c¢f capitalist upswing. Untoudtedly a minor pcint.

- A h18 point let us see ugcn what Trctsky oaoed his concepticn
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of the extreme aggr-vaticn of class contr:dicticns during the

post war years.

"Vhet, then, has taken pl-ce in the fieid of relaticns oetween

" human beings, cr,mcre precisely between classes? We have secen that

Germany and otherEurcpean ccuntries tce have been thromn back 20
or 30 years in terms of their eccncmic level. Have they rerhaps
been simultanecusly thrcwn back in sccisl terms, in the class
sense? Not at all.....National weslth and national income kesz;
falling, but the cdevelosennt of classes_ccntinues thererith nat _to

"regrss but tp prcperess. liore ané mcre people are becoming |

proletarisnized, capital is being concentr~ted in fever and ferer
hands,. benks keep merging, industrisl enterprises become ccncentr—
ated in trusts. As a result, the class struggle inevitably oecomes

‘sharper cn the basis of a ceclining national income. Herein is the

whele zist of the matter. The mcre restricted beccmes the material
foundaticns under their feet, the more fiercely must classes fight
for their shsre of this naticnel income. Ve must nct lose sizht
cf this circumstance for a single mcment. While Eurcpe has been .
thrown back 30 years with regard to her national wealth this dcee
nct at <11 mean that she has grown thirty years ycunger. No, in
the cless sense, she has beccme thirty ye-=rs clder." (pps312-2132)
And tcdey?

Further: M"The revoluticn has three scurces which are inter-
connected. The revoluticn's first sfurce.is the decline of Burcpe.--
Tcday this ceminsnt positicn of Europe has been completely lost,
and irretrievably so. Hence the inevitability of powerful .
revoluticnary paroxysms which can termin:te wither in the victory
of the preletariat cr in Burcpe's complete dcvnfall. ' '

"The seccnd s-urce cf the revolutiocnary struggle is in the
severc epasms of the entire eccncmic orgemiem cf the United wtates:
an unprecedented bcem, elicited by the Eurcpean war, anc naxt—

a cruel crisis engendered by the drawn cut consegquences. of the wer.
The revcluticnary movement c¢f the American proletariat can under
thess ccnditicns acquire the same tempo, unequaled in history, =s
the eccnemic cdevelcrment cof the Unitec states in recent years.

"The thirc source <f revolutionary struggle is the incdust+-.
rialization of the colonies, above all India..." ‘ -

"Thus octh the werld situation and the future pers§ectives

-are yrefoundly revcluticnary in character."(pps.2223-223

"But wrat if in place of the crisis an improvement should ccme
in the world eccncmic conjucture? #hat then? would this signify
that the revoluticnary struggle is checked for an indefinite nericd?!

"From my entire repcrt, Ccmraces, it follows that a new ussving
which cen neither be prolcnged ncr prcfound, can by no me2ns =ct as
s check upon the revcluticnary cevelcrment...In these ccnditicsns
a tempcrary boom can cnly strenzthen the class self assursnce
of the wrcrkers and fuse their ranks nct unly in the factories but
also in struggles sné it con provide the imgulse nct only for their
economic ccunter-cffensive but slso for their revcluticnary struggle
for power." (pps 235-226%. : | ) 1448
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nhaf of the three scurces :f revolut:cnary strucsgle today?

It h=s been for the mcest part uselese tc ccmment on these
quataticns. They speak only too cbvicusly fcr themselves in
relaticn to the problems which cur party bas oeen facing.

' Ag fcr Ceomr-ce Victdr, surely the cevil can guste scriptures
-more effectively and with surer insight than he Comr=cde Trotskye.

In the ccuree of a frentic quest for a quot=ticn, he has
wandsreC intc an epcch of capitzlist upswing: the retrogressionists
have their cwn epcch of econcmic, political, ancé sccial
retrogression; the Johnsonites maintain the concepticn of Comrzace
Trotsky and the founding conference cf the Fourth Internaticnal,
that this is the epoch of the death agcny cf capitalism, and of the
proletarian revcluticn. B8ut where does tke Vicrkers Party as such
stanc cn the nature cf t he epoch? 1Is it cerhaps the epoch of
bureaucratic collectivism? It ‘is high time for a position t3 ve
taken cn this Ceci:=ive questicn. All cther disputes, cifferences-
any aporcach to the gquestion of the correct precgram for tcday He
tomorrow, depends in the last analysis up'n a ccnclusicn as to/ neture
of tae eroch. Wwithcut this we are reduced to empiricism of the
most vulgar variety. Just zs the CI based its prcgram, its
strategic anc tacticael agproiach to the masses, ¢n its ccncection
of the egcch as cne cf the proletarian revoluticn, sc must the
WP root its program. Tc call the Fourth Internaticnd bankrunt is
harcly e substitute for s discussicn on the nature cf the pericd.

To adort positions on Europe, the cclcnies, anc on the United ctetes
with on the cne hand nc clear persp ective froem which te.jucdge, and
cn the cther with retrcgreseicniem, Victoriem, and Garrettism
running riot in the Party, has meant tc leave us in a very po:cr
political pcsition indeed. .

s
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