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Jenuary 25, 1949

To the Politizcel Comnittee -
lorkers Party

Dear Conrades:

At the last two mﬁctlng; of the SYL Buro, the cquestion of
Indem ndent ilestarn Union as vOs ed in the resolution on it

In the opinior cf the majority of the Buro, the resolution is
unclear on a number of basic points. #For our ovm clarification
and that of the Party as a whole, and to facilitate the Burols
cours? of action, we have formulated the gucostions below, directed
to the Political Committee. e urge the Political Committee ©to
renly to these quastions befare. the convention and in time for

the New York membership reeting on the question of Independent
iJestern Union,

1, VWhat is meant by "Workers!Government" in the resolution?

2, Is the British labor government a iyorkers! Government'?

4 n .
mmittes that so-

3¢ Is it the opinion of ths Polibtical Comwu
¢ial ~democratic govermments like the British labor government
could carry out an Independent ‘/estern Union? ~

4, Vould the formation of a ‘/estern Union or federation
(1ike Benelux) by the present governments be considered a pro-
gressive step forward?

5, Is the Political Comnuit tee for supporting the arming and
nmilitary preparations of an Independent “‘estern Union undere
(a) present governments; (o) 90u1¢1-a°moc ~atic goverrments?

Ge The resolut ion calls for an Indopondent estern Union
which i1l "exclude any infringement upon the denocratic right of
national self-deterrmination of any p“rtloloatlng by any other,"”
abolish all customs barriecrs, ¢stablish a sing le currency, ro“ounce
all “"imperialist 'rlﬁhts' to cominate colonies and pOSSGSSiOhS
now under their mle," remove any obstacles placed in its path,

by private

Can tis kind of a2

Union o1 pr
democratic

0~nfrsh10 of fianancial anc 1udUSuBL&l

ceent gov”fnmcnto
movernments?

estern Union be accomplished wy: (2)
(b) a Uestern Union of social-

monopolies.
a ’‘estern

7. Is it possible that =
p“orc“*y rolations "
of those countrics on the basis of economic indepcndence from
fmerican imperialism"? ,

Comradely,
J. Falk
Tor the IHational Buro

‘lestern Union bssed on capitalist
can malze porsible a hamonious reconstruction

]
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Februwary 1, 1949
listional EFarcau
Sociallst Youth League
Dear Comrcdes:s S S

.

The resolution on "The Slozzn af an Indescndent liestern
Union" was reconmenced by tlre Political Comiititee to our Party
sa that it conld contribute to solving th c“ucial problen faeing
the Turopesn larxists today, toet "of finding & way out of the
irpzsse in which Europe finds itself tcdey, uhich can becore &
neyr point eof derartuﬂe and & new irpulsion far & reavvakened and
reariented working class and socizlist movenert " That is the
primary purpose of the resolution., <t is no: written for th
purpowo of stating a rnststln. riuch less of calling into queSe
tion the basic_prinv;ples OL "rvﬂsm. It firds no n22d to deo
soe Those principles are taksn for granted and are implicit In
every peragraph of the resolu ion, Furthermore, the regolutions

ains. to influence sectiors of thie European labor and socialist
moveraents far beyond tne restricted corplnns of the tiny revolue
tioncry llarxist groups. I all this is borne in mind, no Harx.
ist should have any difficulty in understanding not only the
line of the resclutlon but even 1its stricture, its "style,”

and the very way in vinich its ideas arc formulated,

Question 4: Thore 1s no ground for bel Pvinp zThat dne
pvesent governments of Europe (including the Sritisah Labor Party
government with itse present rrmaspan and policies and leadership)
could actua 11y unite the contlnonu or its llestern section on a
democratic and anti -imperialist basis that would cause us to
consider it "a progressive step forvard" or to hail it as some
kind of installmpnt_on the road to sn Indepcndent estern Union,
Insefar as the slogan of ‘‘estern Union or Ingeoenae1t Wiestern
Union is put forvard by bourgeois states or bourgeois politicians,
it 1z a deception o a utopia, It can be achieved under boure
geels auspices w- qnd even then oaly in part -- either as an
imfierialist military alliance p%lﬂarllv, with or without subore
dinate economic agreements, as a coumon slave camp under totall-
tarien domination, Or as a sinsle bloc which [s the economic and
pﬁllulual vassal of a more poierful nation, According to 2all
rast ani present indications the achinvement of a future l.éstorn
Union urder bOUPgPOlS auspices on a democratic basis is not a
practlcal political possibility. To b2 sure, if, contrary to
all such indications, this taitcs placo, th@ Harzists vill have
no difficvlty sbout "admitting a mistake” and proceeding with
tre strucgle for socialism with the new situation as their nov
point of departure, But thus far the’'question is on the abstract
thO etical level, ~ ‘

: Prom the political point of wiew, however, the question 1s
ek rere imvortant, Inctead of W0 acadenic discuse

- sions about the theovotical'pcss deriocratic ard ine
dependens ‘estern Union urder bo“hg?OLS ~uspices, the pOlLL*Cul
Sltu‘ ilon and the peiitical stiu,-le in Furcpe demonds of the
isrsists a concent ation of all erersy unon exposing the imperials
ist o> utODlan cnaracter Of tie DHov nzeols plans for Vestern
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'Euro;;e: T pon in still:.nr: iri the ?;:orLin;.';- class a’consciousness
‘::»vanﬂ oonf:.c.ence thet it and it ‘alono car unite Europe as it
£~ shonld be .united. Our resolution says clearly encugh: "The

- .working odnss of these (estern Burcpran) countries represents
.- yreeisely the kind of sod al power vhich .is capable of uniting

. ilestermn Europe in%o an economlc and political union. It is the
-only social power capable of uniting it on a democratic and so-
‘¢iaslist basis; as the first and riost inportant step in the direc-
jon of achieving a United States of all of Europe," Again,
the working ‘class "is the only porer capable of doing it (uniting
Ruiope/ in a menner thsat cont"ibuues dscisively to the reconstruc-
tion, péace end froedom of the peoples," And once more: “An
‘Independent iestern Union is possible, and ean be counterposed
to g1l . imperialist schemms under that name, only on the basis

of .the boldést and 10 st thououghboir\r; anplication of democratic

_ ]_Dri”lci ples o

2

D Our resolution, f‘urtharmor >, 1s so drafted as to avo:!_d pos..
‘irg the.cquestion falsely, It aims to rescue from negativistic
phrasemongering ahy European Harxist vho would simply answer the
'ourgeois ‘and .social-democratic talk about "estern Union' with
the declaration: "No, this is en imperiallst scheme, nothing
mores : I -am:for a Sociallst U, 5, of Eurone‘, or lestern Burope,
‘or farv' workers?! governments, for gocielism,” It is one thing
forvard a demand or a slogan for realizetion today which,
.4in the opinfon of the Marxists, will actually be found to be
realizabla nly. under wwkem‘ governments, - It is another thing
put- forvard such slogans and to' substitute for: them
the. slegan ‘of a- womsers' government, or of socialism, -
Dur resolution talkes the former. approach, which, we believe, -is
not: chly remired by Marxist nrin«"lpLs but recuired by the
i.tuation in Eur-ope tod.av. , =

ir the idea of s'eswrn Union f:.nds any echo among the work-r
,ers, it is not because it is en :I.memalist plen but because it
év_gseams to -offer fhem the. hope of uniting atomized and multi-walled
.. Europe and warding off war. The iarxists should teke up this
~idsa and champion it in their om way, ™le are far a Yestern
- Europe becausc it is a first indispenseble step tar torard prosperity
c.and 1ndenenaence from the tvo big irarriongers who threaten to :
.-.bleed us white again. ‘le opnosn our governments .on this point
‘ 'v;'.,behause what they have in rind is a Europe vhose economy and

‘. mannower will be. at the service of 'ashington., That way, we will
- have neither prosperity, demecracy nor peace. To achieve these
o cnds, ¥ve are for an. Independent ‘estern Union brought about. in
- the fo“lowln@r way . and cotmitted to the following program, If
r..x;e h;ve ou" ovm . gove*'nncnts, ve can ac(‘O"lpllSh our aimns. -..tc.,

‘I‘hc o) iu no Go ubu .,huy, and 1t is very important that, auonr*
_-u‘k, pm—-ent capitalist rovernyonts of the world, there is a
.i;,fgrr,at*ly heichtened trend tovmnd 1n ernctional integration of one
“s02t ormnother, This trend has so far fourd expression in such
as the Hapsiall Dlan, *L;h.f':‘ soozently cornt emplated MNowrbh -
¢ ‘Pac*, ‘the fermasion ot I ionelux, This by end As-not
caplialiat-Llire-in 1L,.' nlo%y it i8 a reflection of’ thn
¢ objective .no far‘ o ul*o. ~an gocietv L or J,n‘bb‘p‘l"&ti()ll,
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unificaticn, federation, etc, ~But it is -- 2nd it necessarily

igs -= a Aistorted, cripnled reflcction of this overwhelming Ob-

jective rwed, distorted arcd crinpled precisely by the capitallst-

jmperialist nature of the present zovernmnts, As we have

said sbout so many phouomena, there is a "progressive kernel"

in all this, undoubtedly =- Just as the patriotism of sections

of Lrorican working class in the late.var nad its progr ssive

kernel (anti-Nazism), just as the developrient of monocpoly capital -

jsm has i%ss procraessive kernel (the reasdving of the economle

structure £ o sceielization, given a transier of political nover),

etce ‘e do not denounce or "oppose' the simple fact that three

tiry countriss formed @ partial federation (Penelux), any more
foct of large-scole production., Our. - P

than e opvose the siwuple fac
fight in both cases is direcfed alonga dirferent line., ToO
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o e R
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this ccoitalist trend toviard intesration, which necessarily
tales fn anti-democratic, immerialist form, we counterncse & _
democ:ratic, anti-imparialilst, independent tlestern Union; and ‘

we point the rmd along which It can be achieved: nsmely, only L
by a vorking-class struggle azainst trhe bourgeois sponsers of i
various Meskewn Union schenes, Senelux, of course, involves only 3 g
fincr ccuntries; & “Benelux" on a larger scale -- i.e, & ‘estern
European scals -- would show up starkly the real nature of
bourgeois integration as it is today, along the lines discussed

in the resolution,

Y
i

Question 7: From the Marxian point of view, a "harmonious
reconstruc tion' or construction of economic life is impossible
in general on the besis of capitalis® private property, be it
in one country or in several, Howcver, 2 canitalist reconstruCe-
tion of the economy o the l/estern Burcpcan countries - a contra-
dictory, unhermonious economic reconssruction which increases
the misery of the masses Or prepares the way for it, which leads
to var and not to psace - is entirely possible, Given certain
changes in the relationship of political forces, it is not even 5
excluded tuat Jestern Europe can be united by capitalism without I
beiny economically dependent upon American imperialism, But there. i
is no ground for believing that such a theoretically~possible’
‘unification of ‘estern Union could be achieved democraticallye

, Under continuing capitalism, especially in ibs present de-
caying stege, Burope (or ilestern Tarope) can be united only by
force Imposcd from above, that 1is, imperialistically, that is,
by subjecting &ll the rations and peoples involved to the rule
of & superior pover, Cerman imperialisn united most of Europe
during the war, American impericlism seaks to organize Vlestern
EurCpe into & singls bloc," 3Sritish imperialisn: aims "to .estab-
1ish & union of Furope urder British domimtion.," The reSolu-
tion cites all thres exauples, but it cites them only to empha—
s8iz2 the fundamewntal difforemce between such "ynions” and $he
Indeverdent ‘iestern Union we advosate. Then, to meke abselubely
sure tias theie is not.even the remotest resson for un€larity
tlhe pesolution adds several times the thonght veferred to abote,
regarding the role of the working-class. '

i e

Qusstions 1, 2, 3: The resclution, in pointing to workers!?

sovermuent 5 &s the kind of govermeents which can actileve 8f v : é
~inferondent Viestern Union, uses this term in vhat we helieve : S
e R S - aa%s
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- perfectly true that in a broad way, and in a certain context of -
.. explsration, the term has been used .as & general c.escmption .
... for. gg_} govermment formed by a working-class party, But we have
- " no desire nor is there any nced to cnter into lengthy abstract
v+ discussions revolving around terminology, As regularly used
" in the propagénda ard propaganda slogans of the Marxists, the
- term "Workers Government" refers to the class character of a .
-government, and not morely to the composition of its cabinet at
- -any given time. Thus there have been on many occasions govern-
.ment cabinets organized by working class ( particularly social-
“democratic or lebor) parties which functioned merely as temporary
. caretakers for a state power which remained f‘undamentall{ boure
~ geois in class character, On the other hand, & "workers' govern-
ment" is not merely synonymous with, or a pseudonym for, 8 re~
. volutionary socn.al:.st gwemment. : . :

To put it briefly, 1nsofar as that is possible: {‘a workers?t
e govemment in the Marxist sense, is a government formed by a -
. workirg ~c1ass party (or parties) and democratically supported
.~ by the mass of workers, which carries out a program for the
.~ achievement of the most basic and important interests of the
oy i.'._.workers regardless of the institutions of private property and

-~ capit alist ownership and unhesitatingly removing-all obstacles
4o the fulfillment of its program constituted by private ‘oWher
-ship of industrial or financial monOpolies. ‘As 1s well known,
- it--18, 'so to speak, an "algebraic" erpression, To the Marxists
= the ‘gbove 1s sufficient to guarantee that such a government will
turn out to be a revolutionary socialist government, or will
have to take socialist steps, if it is really to carry out its
“program, To workers, however, who are not yt. ready to fight
“for a revolutlonary socialist government as such, or are not
convinced of the necessity of fighting. for it, there may exist
"U‘_.‘illusions about the possibility of achieving_the program without

“coming in basic collision with capitalism. In launching the
"slogan of & warkers governmert, the Marxist is.saying to such
workers: Fight for a government virich will do this, this and
this; 'we will fight for it with you; we will see in the ‘course
~-.of the struggle vhether you are right or we are right. It is .
~In this sense that, while possession an opinion on the subject,
A .,j,j,:’,.the Marxist does not give such a2 dogmatic answer to the vorkers

' .as would preclude the mobilization of the working class in -
struggle with them for the achievcmen’c of a certain progran,

be
G e

AN 'l'he same is true with regard to Mhe question as to whx»ther
..or not the social-democratic and lsborite partiocs can achieve
"-,:genuine workers' governments and a Yestern Union that 1: genuine-
oy 1ndepondent of imperialist domination, alliances ang poli«c:z.es.
: .1t must be borne in mind (without this any possibility of Mawrxist
“work along these lines is meaningless today in Europe) that ®Our
- _proposal. for the FEuropean Harzists is that they should be ;hstae
- _these social-democratic and laebor parties, as their left wmg
LIt would be absurd end sterilizing (as wcll as incarrect thea'

~that their common party cannot achleve a workers govexnman‘t Yto
‘axcly that’, Yhat is' his cuty as'a Marxist is to e/p]am that

be its usual sense, as used in our slogans and provaéanda. It 1s.

’\retlcally) for the Marxist to tell his soclal-delpocratjc ccmrades -

._ou’r- party": cannot a"Fieve thio prOgmm under its presé‘nt progrert, -
- Py G (N : Cho 1155.
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policics ard learlerchln, that these will have %o be radically
changed, e¢tc. The pame an‘oll““ tc the \U"Stlon ~hiether Love“n..
ners s fored by "ow wmtv couli achieve an im‘er*ondcnu a2stern
Union. We believe that the rgsolution males perfectly olrar
this tasis for nd givirg a "dozmatic ansver' -~ and, theoreticale-
ly, 2 wrong answer = to these queostions in the i:.rh’c for our
program inside the social- aer‘ocvatic masses. todsy. All this is,
or should Ls.., the ABC of Marxism, "In putt ing foriiard this
~position, these slogans, the lMarxists ro.,.aln fully eware of
tre n..m.re .Aml limita tions of social-cerocracy and reformism

in general," says the resolution, e did not, and do not, he-
lieve. it n=cessary o rcpeat in this rosolutxon on an Irvdeponu-
‘ent Vestern Union the eanalysis of sccial-dem 10cracy and refori-
ism vikich is accepted by our wmovement and vwhich is in the Interne-
- tional. RGuOldtl on, to which the \Vestern Union wresolution is
a’ctacned., ' ' "

The answer to question 2 should be clear from the above.
Unde‘ ts present leadership ard policies (p.:r't cularly, its
" blatant 'rog’:e as caretakers far Pritish imperjalisn), the Lebor
Party government in England is not a workers government - in
'-'c}as... character, in the sense described above, if, contrary to
ouwr "Marxist prejudices," the present lcadership and policies
~ of the Brtish Labor:. Party lead to.socislism, we will no doubt un -
"hesitatingly renounce our m‘eméclcs and forthwith hail reform-

ism as the road to wonunr--claas freedom,  But if, as our

MMEFxist prejudices"™ tell us, this lcadership does not carry 1t
: "throubh, if it ,1~e51s 8 the pressure of the socialist workers
" if 1t compromises its stated coals, if it repulses the lnuerven-

E. tion o the working masses, it will he easier to win the support

of the workers for a new r gran, new rethods, a new leadership,
a new (or ! renewed") Party, a new government...

Questlon 5: The answer to tniq que stlon should be pere

feetly clear from the International FEesolution to which the resol -

. “tion on Yestern Union is attacred, and in the case of part (a)

- of the question, from the answer ahove regarding the bourgeols
*“plans for iiestern Union, There can be no question of revolu-
tionary SOG.LallutS voting for or supporting the arms budgets of
the present govermmerts, which are so plainly a part of the pre-
parations for the third imperialist world war. This applices
no less to the British Labor government of todey. As for support-
ing the arms budgets of social -democratic governments, &s we have
knom them up to now, the same position retains all its validity,
since they have acted as irstruments of the bourgeois state or
‘have followed an imperialist policy abroad. !‘butrac*"ly, it is
certainly pocsizle to conceive of circumstances under whidh the
Mar:is ts woull zive military support to (say) an independent
‘Geraan SOCl&l—JG"‘OC”‘ath govopmmx..,, rushed by 2 working 61338
moving 1‘aDlC.1y to the l@fu, in the face of a m;lltar,{ attask én
the country by 'estern or Stalinist imperialisna alming at opcRk
to subdue Gerumany anu its groving revolutionary mass movement
" but such ﬂaqt*act hypothieses or hypothetical sit ua‘flons ne:the*b
face us nor are imminent in any country of Europe today. “Whilg
careful to resorve our position for extraordinary c:_rcumstantes,_
'j:he i*npor ant point fOr those vho would follor our course on the
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slogan of an Indeperdert tiester
opposition to the military budgets of all the presont Furopean
governments, including the Britisk Labor govermucnt, as iuperial-
ist and desimed for imperialist purposes, TFor DBritain, the
caution need enly be added that this opnosition would be condie-
tioncl =- i.e., subject to withdrawal, if "our party" and "eur
governrent " should vursue, or be hcadec by thosz who would pursue,
an anti -impericl ist policy of pcace consistent with the interests
of democracy and socialism, :

}_

ilnile we gladly teke this opportunity to explain and
elaborate, for the comrades of the SYL Bureau, the relationship
of the slocan of an Independent Western Union to other points
in our prosram, we wish to point out that all of what has boen
said above is to be found, in even greater detail, in the docu~

" ments and resolutions of the Party which are reguired tp deal

with %fem, and particularly in the International Resolution of
the .Political Committee, and that 21l the essential points made
"ghove are indeed in the resolution on the slogan of an “ndenendent
Western Union itself, or readily flow Ir.om vhat is there written,

k' We would like to emphasize, however, that it is not only complete-

ly unnecessary to include in the v‘iestern Union resolution itself
such elaborations as tlese on our general political program,

but that to overload this resolution in this way could only have
an exceedingly harmful effect on the purposes of the document,
which is8 -- first and foremost -~ to present the slogan of In-
dependent Vestern Union as sharply as possible particularly to
European Marxists. These answers to your questions provide,
naturally, at least a part of the context within which the slogan
¥ of an Independent Vestern Union has to be understood by us who

* put it forward. e sincerely hope that it will help the com-
rades of the SYL to give the resolution their unqualified support.

With best Party greetings, -

. _ . -Political Comnittee
: Workers Party

=t
=
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THZ SOCIALIST PROPAGLIDA GR wpr D THE NEGROZS

By Larry OtConnor
- oo - ..

-~.The 191’6 convnnt ion of the Jorlrers Party adopted a resolu-~ -
tion omr the Ilegro Cuestion in fmerica vwhich indicated the funca-
menval strategic ormn*- ation of our party on this question,

Sveeifically, the resolution sour'r_t t o combat the notlon
that the Yegroes in America, b2causz of their double oppression
and e:mloi*;atlon, can lead the struggle amsainst C&Dluallu"'l as
the opuarhead of the working class,.

The resolution laid emphas:.s on the role of the Harxists
as -the special advocates of the necessity for the labor movement
to struggle for the complete equality of Negroes as part of

1ts struggle for its own- I‘l_,}"'bs and evcntua1 ly for socialismn,

It stressed the importance of the independent struggle'of Ne-
_groes through their own organizations for equality, while pointe
ing out that this struggle must be coordinated and combined
with that of the working class as a whole. Finally, that a pre-
reguisite for this coordinati on is the exposure of the petty
‘bourgeols program and leadership of the existing Negro organiza-
~tions 4un the course of the common struggle against all manie
festations of Jim Crow in which we support these organizations
and work in them while at the sawme time making a ccnscious efe:
fort:-to replace this leadership and program with a proletarian .
1eaae*sn1p and a- SOCla.Ll“IS prog:mm. o :

Despn.te the correct orlnnuation for ek among;Negroes glven
the party by this res'olution, during the past two years we have
shown no appreciable increase in MNegro membership nor any eNe
hancted influence and prestige in the Negro com'ﬂunity. o

- - Ve .must assess the reasons -for this feilure, and indicate
~a road by whlch the party can advance 1n this fleld.

The failure to recmit and hold Negro members has been no

. greater in dogree than our failuwre to reccruit and hold white
workers. Yet it is safe to conjecture that every branch which
"has made serious efforts toc worlt amcng Hegro prolstarisns has
"found an initial response which was far "reater than that accorded
its effOrts by any cowparable group of whlteq.

his, at least, has been the e*«:pe*“lence of the San thnc*lsco
Bay Area Branch. An historical sketch of our expsrience may be
‘useful in pointing up the prodlem, Let the comrades judge-for
the*»zselves whether or not our experience has bsen typical,

Through neirbbo“hooa LABOR ACTION sales, througfh per<onal
or trade union acquaintance, the branch gets in touch with 2
group of cay four or five Hegroes, Thfw start coming to socials
~ end bLrins their friends, Eventually from the group thus €on -
;tacted four or five show political, as distinguished from purely
csocial, interest, One or two coumpebtent comrades are asgi %Lﬁﬁ to

i
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teach a class for them and their friends. The class appzars to
- be a bang-up success. Over & p2riod of months it acquires a
¢constant attendance of from five to ten peoplo, and & floating
atten‘ance double thet number, The class discusses fundamentals
of larzism, applies them to the special problem of the Negzroes
in America, goes into the questjon of Stalinism, the NAACP, etc.

. & number of the members of the class come along with grati=-
fying speed. They quickly pick up the terminology of the move-
_ment, en=zaze in the discussions, show enthusiasm for the ldeas

and the Party. They are invited to join, ard do join and start
attending meetings, o S -

) Up to this point, everything is for the bebt, The comrades
feel that they have made a rcal start on the roed to successful
Negro work. The facility with which it has all been.done makes
- them kiclk themselves for not having started ysers vefore, Here
is 1living proof of the ract that the most oppressed rlembers of

" our society are also latently the most revolutionary. £&nd the

- most. gratifying thing of all is the fact that the particular

- - Negroes involved are not exceptional people. They are pretty

average workers and trade unlionists. Hence, the field seems al=-
most unlimited, . . ' . ,

i

S
. . The comrades realize that much remains to be done with

~ the new members, - Accordingly they organize branch educationals
~ on a level which they feéel will be most interesting for them.

- In the most favorabvle circumstances, Lhey are in the samo unicn

'qﬂ: with some of the white comrades, and every effort is made to in-

“tegrate them in the Party by organizing them in a fraction

. and enzaging in practical work with them in the union.

...+ . Yet, somehow, instead of the new members becoming even more
- interested .and more active, they seem to be gradually losing in-
terest, The business meetings of the branch seem to bore them,
The educationals, however "elementary", don't seem to hold the
seme punch for them as the classes did, for after all, they cannct

‘be made to constantly revolve around the special problem of the

. new Negro members. . e . ‘ : _

o As they were average trade unionists to begin with (iees,guys
“'who-just attended meetings when they had to) it is most difficult

 ,,t0 get them keenly interested in the -work of the fraction (asa
~suming that the fraction is a small one and not the core of a

large progressive group vhich is engaging the Stalinists nr
" the bureaucrats in a violent struggle). ' : V

" @radually they stop attending branch meetings. They will
" behind in their dues, Embarrassed to mcet the comrades canse
- of their inactivity, they stop coming to socials, or show up once-
in a long time, One day one realizes that they are no Iongep mem-
bers of the Party. If ons ever sces them again, they aze fviend-

"1y but aloof, In some cases, where there is a poverful CP in
Jithelr union or communisy, one discovers that some of them here

"started going around to the social and perhaps politicadl fumckions




Ths d=2tajls will vary with the branches, but isn't the pat-
tern prebty typical? If the branen do rotain a Legro nomder
isntt it tecausc he or she 1s & eXcep » one who
could have been won to the Party guite sl 'is or her
status es a Hegro, quite aside Irom tle " #ion"?

° Perhaps in the ebove onc important elumsnt in the experience

of sqre branches has been left ocut, That is the purticipation

of the branch cr some of its membars in & portienlar carmaian
against Jim Crow, Even if contact and recruitnent nas rosulted
from such & campaign wkhere the Party has siown wna s anxlous
to practice what 1t preaches, the fact 5hat v s ve the
pumders to dominate such a campairm, ané that we novhere have
ko)

[
ct ot

. same final results,

“
.

If the experience described evove is, in its fundamental ' o !
‘aspects, the common experience of the Party, hat is wrong? Is (ﬁ;
our problem .one of ineptness, lack of consistency, upconscious ' -
WJim Crow in Zeverse," lack of seriousncss and attentiveness to {fi
the snecial problems of new Negro FeMDOrS e s e e

A1l of ‘these may play a certain role in our fallure to do ,
- guccessful Negro work.  Yet the degree to winich they are present :

or absent simply affects the speed of the nrocess end may re-
sult in the retention or 1lcss of an isclated individual here or
there. They are-not the fundawental cause of the process, &and

" _hence ‘their complete: elimination from the Party might malkze it
possible for us 0 reeruit and rold - f= dozen legroes (in lt-
~ gelf a good thing), but it would not ricie us successful in Hegro
CWorKe . o . : : ’

_ The fact of the matter is that the averaze Jjegro will not
‘stay in a revolutionary socialist propacancéa sroup any longer
than will the average white worker. The dif ference is simply
‘that 4t- is much easier to get ean average group of liegroes %o
attend. a class which lays emphasis on their spocial prchblem thon
it is to get an average group of “hite workers to attend any
class that we might organize for them, :

_ The obvious reason for this is that most average Negroes -
are interested in their special prodlem. They rarcly heve the
opporiunibty to meet -on an egua S hegis with white people “:o are
willing to discuss this. problem, They ore atbtracted and excited
by the fact that these vhites are consciocus of their provlen and

Ea

willing to talk about it and do. something about it, The fact that :

they also talk about changing-the vhole social order, of -

eliminating the exploisetion of the rorkins class as well as E
3

the special degradation of the Neeroes is nlso interesting, but

there is no greater rnason to oxpect that The averase Mesro will
make Shis socialist ideal and perspective the centor of his 1lfe
at the present time tnaun to expect it or e average white, Yetb
S to-jcin end remain in our-reveluvionary 30¢ialist vropa..ada
- group at this time reguires precitely that o parson accept thils

idesl and vrerspecsive an the genter of his life, .

“.The average JNegro, like the avevape Tinihe -oricor, vants re- .
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sults,. and now, Becau se he ha" a speeciel problewn, the average
‘Hezro 5.3 quite likely to become a ran’t end ‘“11@ ectivist in a
moverian & fer his rights vhid i3z large enough and porerful .
nuJu’;“-.' to have the prospect of profuecing conr rete, tangible, ine
meciete results, But he 1s'no more and no less likely to re-
main & loyal adnerent and activist in a propzzende group tha
‘the’ a"erage upi,’ce_ fe{l_l_ov VOorker, e v .

~ The Perty must understand this, Every member must under-
. stend it, ' Otherwice, we will continue %to revolve on tho nerry-
o go-“ound of . acts.vity, recruitment end loss cdesceribed above, For
" this merry-go~-round is most attractive for, every comrade who '
 vants to do fruitful work. The initial success in attra cting
! and an')av-ently educating and rec ru:.t:.ng, a mumber of Negro prole-
~teariars is almost irresistible. Vast cenergies can be poured in-
" to it. And disillusionment and ue'xoral.l.zatlon are as bound to.
~ follow as the nn.ght the day. :

.~,

o He ere a soclalist propaganda group.~ In Kegro vrork, as
in al'l. otheér fields we can only hope to achieve that which 1s
,pps*i‘ale to & propaganda group Of our size in these tines, ‘e

- _ecan only hope to attract and recruit and hold the advanced worker,
.- both Negro and white. This megns that in initiating any project,
“or in deciding to enzase in any ectivity vhich onnoruun“rv opens

" to us, we must ask ours elves:  are we working with or talking

-0 or en&aging in ‘a caupaizgn or activity through which we can
”con,ac’c an attract advancea workers?

Ue cannot be snobsaish, or apply. poli 1ca1 I.Q. tests to
‘our contacts and potential contacts. Yet we can ccnsciously
‘cheose to concentrate on those individuels and groups “ho show
actual prorise, Wwho show & level of intelligence and sociel
- consoclousness which is capabls of being developed Into.sociolist
consciousness now and by us and not e"entually and by the con-
tradictions of capitalism.~ A

The resolution presented below for the cons,lderatlon of
the comrades end for adoption by the convention is based on . ideas
‘presented in this artlcle as well as on the general and tra-
j;ditional c0vxceptions of the Party on Negro vork,

For the present period the Vorkers Party lays dovm the
following tactical principles for Negro work, based on the stra-
tegic orlen ‘ation of the resolution on this question adopted
by our convention in 1946. ' ‘ - o

1) In the unions and all pcmular or ana.mtio s, rarty
members will seek to be the outstanding chgmr»ion of the struge
.gle for full soc:Lal, ool:.tlcal and econom.c equality for ‘Iorro\,s.

- .2) ‘mmnever opportunity offsrs, the Party w11l seek to
participate as an orpganization in specific strussles a;sninst
Jim Crov, vhile carrying on cons Sant prorar~anda 'md educational
>3.Cth.l. v on tn.Ls quf‘"tn.on by al]. means avau 1aDlo.

S) .tfl“'» e f‘oaoibl : a"’rv wyhe ra "111 entor and work uCthC

1y in owrani?atiOns quc‘q as the RLAACP as)loyul participants in

X b
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"~ ¢hs struggles ensaced in by these orgenizations,

S0 ' 4) -Vnile enraging in the struzsle for full ecurlis; e
“ Mgrzpecs in all types of -organizztiens or Jntependontly, the
~party -and Ats menmbers viil seck 40 play tac additicnsl role af
-’1.»p;{éps.%g,s~.r§d§.zim;fjg§c1 implercnting our concention of the relotien
of the Legro atmgzle to the seneral stmaggle for sceislisn pe-
28 oNels)

corded in the ‘fundeumt al resclution on this que stion paszod
py ocur 1946 comnvention, ~ ' ' '

5. v ). In 8ll phages Of this activity, the Party and ifs r-u-
bers W1l ssck 'to epproach, educcte end & ttract those llesross
whe disnley en advenced dezrce ef initictive, responsinility '
gnd sociel end class conselousne ss vrith the cim of recruiting
n this peried a-preal cadre of Negro members vho are capuble ef
iving. socialist leadership %o thair people in the strugsles
which 11z befors them. - J

. '6) To fecilitate this activity, the Party will publish as
goon &s possible & panphlet ‘directed .to tihls stratum "of Hegro
orkors, It will also malw avejlable to all its members the
‘resolution on the Negro question of 194€ end initiate & ‘discus=-
‘sion 4in ell branches based on 1t : :




~ RESOLUT ION ON THE ~L7aRO AUEST ION

- ...The present resolutioen on Party political ond orgarnizatione

el artivity among legroes in the United 3hogesn is a continuation
~of -andl exrtension of the resolution on the sam~ subject adonted

- at.the 1946 corvention of the ‘jorkers Party, Thot resolution i
made & basic: theorsctical and political anzlysis of the relations

2 of the Negro,to capitalism ard to bourgeois socisty in the

..~ United States,. The present resolution is a supplement to the

.- 1946 resolution end take s as its point of departure the analyses

.. .contained in that resolution, ‘

. » .. Despite significent and important gains which the Negro

hLas pade in ths strusgle for democratic rights, for economic,

F - social and political equallty; the over-all national framevrork

. -Of Jim Crov remains as the structure in vhich the Negro lives .
in the 'U. 8, FRmtheriore, vhat sains have been made are largely
- in the. realm of tendencies and trends, that is, they are “"token'.
i - ‘gains. The chief reasons for this situation ars déalt with

. -in the resolution of the 1946 convention, -

.z The lessening -of Jim Crow as a practice was initiated after
Pgarl Herbor as a war measure. In order to get out production
it .vas imperative that the . number of "hands" be increased far
-oparations in the fields, wines, factories snd forests, The one
sure way to ‘accomplish th is was to nire Negroos; the very people
-who had for so meny decades ‘been virtually barred from industry,
except far the hoaviest, ‘dirtiest, the lowest paid and moancst

- -tasks, A further factor operating to assuy e the eriploying of

¢ Negroes was the low ebb orf lmmigration. ot only was this due

- to. the guota system but also to th> fact that the potential
opean immigrants.-were engaged In the "war effort" in their
countries, eithrer in industry or on the battlefield. It

vas thus primarily the importunity of the capitalist ruling =
class in the United States which gave the Negro his "opportunity"
in industry, . | o

, ever befare, but at operations ami. Jobs vhich had bcen denied

. to them op the ground that “the Negro has no skill," “white la-
~bor will not work with Negroes," Ywre did not know 4has lisgroes
- deslred factory jobs." Also, the Negro had been denied access

. -to the skilled jobs or at times and places %0 any factory el

* ploymnent because ‘of the onmity of ‘white workers who took the

. position that "this 1s white ments job," lMany of these vorkers
.. of courge wene the same ones vho opposed the employaent of yromen
L because they "are taking ments Jobs," T

N, only were iia_groes employed in far greater numbers than

TR :,p’n‘evﬁputstanding. result of the entry of the Negro into the -
-factory was the opporturity to get avay from the rmost menial oc-
- cupations and tasks. This was particularly the case vith Negro
- women vho scizad this Onportunity to be delivered from the ig~

- noniny of .domosbic sarvice which hed beca their economie lot in
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A major consribution to this change in the customs of the
country was the existence of the J.r=cms4-x’:|.a1 union mevement -~ the
- €I0. .The vast hulk of wartime production took place in the
“plents umder contract to the CIO.: It was here that the great
bulk of Negr oes were organiued. ‘ o

Not Onlv was the economic status of the Hegro altered be-
cause ©Of. the demands of wartime production but also because the
war vhich was being fought was heralded far ard v ide, to all the
peoples:ef-the>earth, as a crusade against fasclsm. PlICi’C in
this position, of course, was the rejeetion of "racism,” of Jim
Crow, Therefore, something had to be done to mitigate the lot
of the “Iegro, to the end that this country couléd stand before

" ~the peopds of the world, most of vhom are non=white, as a genu-

ine practitloner of the denocrat:.c virtues,

There were the ma,] or considerations which actugted the capl~-
talist ruling class in proclar iing their interests ih Your
Negro: fellow citizens." Vhen we say that these were the major
- considerations, we are mindful of the fact that the Negroes

themselves and their friends smonz the liberals were.of consider-
ebls weight in-effecting what trans formation there was, The
"Marsh on Was‘ungton Moyement, ‘altaeugh it never marched nevere
‘the less playel & potent part in bringing about some change in
~ tke treatment dealt. Negroes. .That is to say that the bourgeoisie,
- a8 1s sp often the case, had to be shown vhere its interests

-lay and to be prodded into orienting itself in the proper viay
'to pro’cect its interests and achieve its aims in the war. ’

Tha Negroes or their allies made no radical or revolution-
ary proposalsp ‘Their demands and their program ware fully
within the framework of cepitalism and the pattern of bourgeois
sOciety. There was never any opportunity for doubt on this
point ahd ‘the Negroes me.de no pretense that they were demanding
anything more tlan the formal democratic rights establisked by

" the Constitution and the various statutes of the nation and

of the several states, All of the leading Negro organizations
emph8sized that Jim Crow was a deterrent to the effectiwve prose-
cution of the war. There was no organized movement emomg
Negroes 4in opposition to the war, only to their participation

dn the war on a Jim Crow basis. The only .opposition to the

war by Negroes was by the handful of Negro leaders in the
Communist (Stal:mist) Party before the change of line of the

CP after: the attack on Russia by Hitler Germany. After this
evert, these Negro Stalinists were for the war, Jim Crow and all,
’Just 2s was the most rabid pro -var whitﬁ Stallnist. '

What was tak:.ng place in mduetry 188 not duplicated in the
government service, including the -army and navy, The armed
services remained glaringly Fim Crow, Hegroes being segresated
in ceparate outfits, Als o, llegro pnrsonnnl vias subjected to
all manner of insult and indignity, not only in anrnd by the of
ficinldom of the armed services, hut also by the vhite- ne“sormel
- énd particularly in the South- oy the white c¢ivilian pOPLlc-thno
‘Seprefatlon remained in effect in the Goverament - at 'ashlngton.
This :was, of course, tempered by the. a-’pointmcn* of Negroes to
pns 8 in tke government vhioh they haa nevér held before and in
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Tar groater rwmbors Lhoan over Lnfore,

' ‘Il is descrintion of ek Tk wlaee in ~overnmert and in-
l";"l.'.;.f'i",v' iz “het we wean Ly e
tiorzl Jim Crov in tre U, 5.
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t is n=ceessary to und Irseors ‘c‘”"'r-! brecus e it is inparative
Lomroes Co nohk rerib fiiomselves he b ulsled into Lo
tr.as tre ,a:n vin ic‘r tz.f.‘.y Fave nads are srnyiiings more

r:ciest, or that it 1s not rocessary to carry cn tie strusn-

£ fall and cov“ cte lity today with  just as "uch tonie

e it vas &aring She nistraticn of Vocdror Vilsom, The

foet that some alirs ha ve been mode indicates the necd for
alsrtness ari visilance, ere ave ti.ose, uwfrv'-furﬂtol:; pellopr
all of them white, vho ulr'eoc:; are rrepared o rest ard lesb

tiings take their course, Therc are th.cse, aghin unfortunately

‘not all of them'white, who cre raady to comm 0.113'* with the geins
~elready made and to accept some of the r;e';.'er an subtler forus
of Jim Crar. in the makinrg, such for irstance as the vropose
"regional schicols" for the Scuth,.

71th this caution constantl ¥y before us and with 2 full un-
derstanding of the ways of capitalism and of a capitalist ruling
cless vihhen 1V is encaded in e real strugrle for its very life,
we can discuss vhat improvemers Hegroes woy note in their strug-
gle for full social, eccnomic and poll ical equslity.

\ .
- 0f great significance cfter ths war as th‘ hold up in Ke-
gro emvloymert. FHere acain we ars faced with a phenomenon
directly related to the exivencies of CC")luallS"l end capitalist
‘production. The post war capitalist ocom created the demand for
the servicss o every a:la bor“:i"c‘. man and wotxau, slzilled end un-
skilled, ¥his and the conbim »E*O'n*age of skilled lator cre

QJ

‘ated a situation vhich made a_t_ noseible f or the iegro to stay
in toe facuopy In incus try. dg d"_d not have to ge back to
"Hegro jobs," to the izitchen, to the \’asht‘ b and to talting care

of the Ty 1 be foll4! Ghllu en,"

The dn cription of the economic shietus of the Negro as “the
-last hired and the first fired" must be viewec toéay in the
light of t e improvere nt vhich has talken place., &Lls it should
be borne in mird thet this description ¢id not adeouatel*' boke
into ar~count the tact that Hegro cotton piclers, Lod car rinrs,
stevedores, porters, laundr resses, etc, vvere not the ~last to be
hired and the first to Dbe fired.” '

The Parbty ias savoc‘ from a very sericus hlunder by a forth

and correct nrosition talen »y the Political Coumiittee on
gtion of modifying tlic saniority rales in or'io’-:* that we-

?—lt
&
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g;roe ::z” gnt retain ti~ ratio o ‘”]'110’,’}7""111 cifter the ar

ing the wer, The Party resisted all mrecsure fo acvoecate any
type of supor-seniority for -esroes, ‘cide from the ~oneral
corrazciness of the rr‘,*tv. cn veiken by the Farty, i.‘: turned out
trat que to the "heom" sush extraordingry pProvicions weore Une
NEeCIBLALY i '

Lt is neceszary %o eoniphosize acqain the role »lared by the
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CIO, that is, by the J.ndus trial union rmoverent in the inte(rration
of - the #egro into industry. It is also necessary to mention
that Negro organizations such as the Urban Leao'ue and tne UAACP
finally arrived at a position of outright ard p0sitive' support
of the lavor movewment, particuylariy of the CIO. T‘ns vias a long
stride from the former aloofness of the NA/CP ard the now open, .
now hiiden opposition of the Urban Lpabup in some cities and by -
some of its furc tion erics, :

Despiue th'e fact of the pe *sntencn of thre natlonal natte“n.

of Jim Crov, the Negro did improve his position during and
following the Secord Imperialist Yorld “ar, 'As we have already
‘mentioned, thils was most outstanding in indus try.. ‘The. great
swnillca:nce of this develor.;onu lies not ‘only in‘thet it makes
" for an appreciably higher standard' of Yiving far Negroes.but .
also for the reason that the masses df" Ner‘“oes were drawn into
the class struggle in practice on the side of ard as a part of
the pro‘J.e’carlat. Furthe rmore, the whole range of life for
the Negro, in all .its variesated forms was enriched anhd improved.
Thisis important in the.life of a group like the Negro be-
cause-the stmg gle-here is not primarily that of the Negro vorke
ing class as is the case among viiite people, but primarily the
struggle of “the Negro as a whole for democratic rights, There-
fore, the struggle must take place in every division and field
of activity. In commercial and industrial activity, in the
academiz world, in the professions and in government, That is,
the HMarxist mus’c be interested in how ail Negroes fare: the
toiling, the petty bourgeois and the bourgeois Negroes, The
Marzist defends the right of the Hegro to membership in the
American Bankers Aggociatjon, the Bar Asscciation, the Medical
Association, the #American Bowling Congress, sports organizations
as well as the AFL, the CIO and the railivay brotherhoods., tle
defe‘nd his right to ran for office, to live in "white neighbore--
‘hoods® if he chooses or to occup,f the most exclusive accormnoéa-
tions in hotels or public carriers, S

The ilarxist takes this posl’clon despite the fact that many.
of these Op’OOI"GunltleS end acccmmodations can only be utilized..
by the '"elite" or the "talented tenth" among the Negroes. The
Marxist takes position also in complete recOgnlbion of the fact
that intra-class distinctims e: tist am ong *'(eqroes es among other
groups ard in society in gensral. This Harxist attitude is
based on the fact that Nep roes as & group &re subjected to Jim
Crov despite the fact that within the Negro population group
.there are a varlety of economic ard so cial lévels, -

The above consmderatlows in no wise chenge or alter
the fundamental position of-the Party as to the primacy of the
Negro pr01ota“1at ‘the collaborationist role of the Nep'ro boure
geols ard petty Lourgeois, or the ned for the promotion of a
sharp clr’avage betwcen. the Negro masces and their lnadershn.p.
All of this is set Torth in the wresolution of the 19456 convention.
Vhat is said here is only an elabsoration of “hat point of view,

.

: The fact of thc group-vide operaticons of Jim-Crow can be
mlf-.u?z'uuood and appreciated Dy even a curscry exasination of the
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-~ #@ifferent fields in vhich Negroes have rade prosress. ‘e have
. already 6iscussed industry ard government. legroes have en-
“tered the academic field as instructors and professors in .
+Yyhite’ colleges and universities, all over the lorth, legro
medical mon have been aduitteda to the Collese of thslcwans and
".. the Colleze of. Surgeons.. “egro engingers hz'*re bzen e.;ployed in
© far larger numbers than ever “hefare., Tre Hegro press raa been
»:iaccorued reccznition, bhoth commercially and professionally,
*wm.ch it never receLved oefore.

-

‘ The very lisking of the se thlngs is at the same time an
indictment .of bourgeois society. e can emphasize the progress
. that Negroes have rmde in the achisvement of civil rights rot
“only in the North but in the South elso. Euphasis on the pro-
gress liegroes have made is at the zame time emph sis “on how far
" Negroes still are from full civil rights. The decisions of the
Snprezm Court in connection vith interstate travel and the
. State of lew Jersey banninzg discrimination in its national guard
by tonstitutional amendment are not only real gains in the ~
‘struggle for civil rights but also provide Negroes with & firmer §
- rlatform to stand on t9 continue their struggle. The o'mloy..
"ment of a half dozen Negro players by orgsnized baseball is pro~
~ gress thet should not be underestimated But here agzsin it is : E
~necessary to emphasize the fact that the Negro in oas‘>b911 is : :
stlll an ex pera.munt. \ . - S

o Next to the Civil Rights Promrem that which caused the . o~
. greatest furobr were ths various decisions of the Supreme Court B o
dealing with voting, travel and schcol attendance by Negrocs, . 1
These decisions applicd only to0 the South for the reason that . -

.~ it 4is only in thig section vhere the Negro is subgected to Jim ; :
- Crow by law, These decisions havs resul+ed in the increasé in.

‘the number of Negro voters in the South, Not only are more
Negroes voting but they are beginning here and there to announce
" as candidates for of fice. In the matter of travel the courts!

" decisions have resulted in better accommodations for Negroes -~ |
. and in legal equality in obta;nlns seats jn interstate trpvul. o
"In the metter of education the oouth has been forced to change ' i
- its prabtlces. In Arkansas the result has been the admission . »
“.of Megroes to the graduate schcol of the state unlver31ty. In
- Oklahoma a Negro was admitted to praduate instruction but

forced to sit in the hall just outside the door of the class-

room, The most ambwtiouu scheme of ‘the South was the proposal
for “reglonul schools" for Negroes to be financed by a group of
scuthern states. Under pressure from Negroes and. thelr frlpnds

-~ and because there was doubt as to the constitutionality of the

© 1 plan, this refurbished Jim Crow scheme was abhandoned .in favor

- of a plan for using the already existing schools, as & CONCCRe

- tration for both white and Ncbro students, on a segreﬂate
- baﬂis of courqe. v

3
!

: We emphasize the tremendous evlect of even these 1im1fed ]
’ chanres on Nearo life ard the standard of living of the Hegroes
- .as < whole,f The results are inoreased gconomic sustenance, &
'Llowerlng of the illite racy rate, a lower mortality rate and a
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general clsvation of the cultural level. #lonqg with these develfy -
mants cormes greater independence and militancy. Tris for the
reason that Negroes like any oth-r section of the masses will

leoyn how toO Femand more and expect more as they hecoms better fed,
housed, clcthed. One should not expect the same militancy from

a Megro toiler in the sérpentine swamps of South Carolina as

from a Hegro automobils vorker in Detroit, S

.

" The Negroes themsslves have conti nued their decade old at-
tack on Jim Crov, segreszation, disfranchiseuwent, discrimination
and moh murder, Dsspite improvements and despite the fact that

the actual physical lynching of Hegroes has diminished, llcgroes

were avare that vhile the counsry had undergone & face 1ifting,

it was really the same Jim Cror face. The improvement had .
taken place within a framevork of Jim Crov, There has been &
tempering of the national policy of Jim Croz but the policy re-
mained. This showed itself perti cularly in the maintenance of
separate Negro units in the aray, navy and air corps,, in the vi-
cious and venal Jim Crov sit wation in tiashington, the national
capitel ard DYy the continued efforts of the Southem reactlionaries

to kmep the Negro in a state of semi-slavery.. .

. Rep‘ort: T S P - 1"?'(’8

One feature of the struggle of the Hesgroes for their demo-
cratic rights is the beginning‘'of the elimination of chauvinism
and chauvinistic practices from their own ranks., OYne hears less
talk now from Negroes about “race cons ciousness’ and "race pride."

More and more Negroes look upon themselves as "gmericans' with

“tnc duties and responsibilities of Americen citizens, They also

are more insistent on their ridts as imerican citizens. This
is unquestionably the result of the improved civil and economic
status of Negrees. The biggost contribution to this end has-
‘been the activity of the CI0 and the opportu nities which have

come to the Negro massces to become better integrated into the
leb or moverient , Gon T : A

- The desire o .the Negro to bring his own practice into con-
-gonance with the demands which he makes in connecticn with his
own segregation 1is exemplified in the deci sion-oi Alpha Phl
"Alpha, oldest and largest Negro college fraternity, to admit
white college students to membership, Along the same line is
the decision of the National Federal of Negro :omen?s Clubs to
‘admit white women to membership,

The outstanding event in connection with Negro freedoin
anl equelibty was the report of tke Presidentt!s Committee on
Civil Rights headed by Charles iilson of t he General Elcctric
Corapany. Coupled with this is the inclusion of the recorrenda-
tions rade in that report in the message of the President to the
g80th Congress and now reaffirmed 1n his message to the 8lst
Conghess. S ' '

' ‘Both the meaning of the CGivil Rishts Program and why it is
being premoted at this tire can be learred from a reading of the
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1, The embarrassment vhich the U.S. faces in Burope on
account of its democratic proclarations end its Jim Crov prace
tices, This means that tke prescige of the U.5, abroad will L
be placed in jecopardy, partisularly with Russia selzing on every , i
Jim Crow incident ard the rgeneral Jim Cror in the country to
discredit the U.,S. In this commnection, of course, it is neces-
sary t0 stress that the bourgeoisie and 1its govermment at
‘‘ashingbon are anxious that there be no appreciable opposition
to the wer preparations with itussia, or any obstacles in the
way of national unity when the Third Yorld Imperialist iiar begins,
It might prove very embarrassing to havse the Negroes in the U,.S.
threatening to merch on ‘iashingbon, vwhile the government is
calling the world to the democratic struggle against reactionary
and tohalitariam Russia. :

.2, The bourgeoisie in the U,S., wants a larger comestic
marlet., This can only come from capitalist full employment,
This means that people must have employment irrespective 'of race.
For this reason the Civil Rights Report vas directed mainly

@t the South. The Northern consumer goods industrialists want j
to penetrate the Southern market of 21 millions, This market : q
is composed predominently of “rioow vhites" end Negroes, o : i

. %, There are persons in the U.S., liberals, radicals,
old~fashiore d economic conservatives, who believe in "the Anmeri-
can Dream," These people are influential in the Negro's struggle
for civil rights. W R S , : .

‘The civil rights report and its inclusim in his messages
to Congress by President Truman present serious problems of the-
‘ory end politics to Marxists and to the Vorkers Party. These
proplems -cannot be solved nor eyen an approach made to tneir

§

urd erstand ing if the method used is to labcl the civil rights
proposals of Truman s & "fale civil rigits program.” Such
‘an attitude is completely stultifying and sterile, All specula-
tioris conmnectod with the question of Truman's Ysincerity' are
- equally stultifylng ard sterile, To argwe that the civil rights
. :program is a "fake" becawse "Truman knovs that it will not be
- passed," is not only an irrelevant argument but a very queaer one,

The Party must begin and end its consideration of this civil
" rights issue not with psychoanalytic treatrent of Truman's

- mind, his motivations and quirks, bub vith en analysis of the
“situation in which capitalist finds itself today and what rela-
~tion the recommendations in the repor:t have to this situation,

It is not without significance that the Cormittee was presided
~.over DYy the president of the larcost clectrical manufacturing -
‘corporation in the world. h o
: - The Party can and should join with the Negroes in demanding

the passapge of all the lecislation “connected with civil rights
contained in the Presidential messages, Yhile doing this the

. Party should explain tc Negroes in the prress and everyvhere the’

Party appears just vhat the civil rights program is end vhy it

- appedrs at.this time. The Party should explain the relation of
~ the civil rights issue to the imperialist conflict between . .
- Russia-and the U.3,, alsa tlc desire of unortheru cap:ifalism to

22 1_.9
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op™m. ur the Southern n":*ot to exmloitaticn 2s woll nn tho 4+
."r

0 -
rz:“.:'. oas rol: nplared by tho "1aihor 1nmrawmns and dnmro trade uniona 1
ists in tho ;holp cevelopmont of the doausnd Teor egualisy Top
lle;_:ro:s. _ : : _ , ' i

. Tha Party 1n its propazonda mmust erplain that ~horeas the
~'~'~o hes mode real -ains, they are razl gains te ond Tor errocs 1
because they had bern so erievously and ircredi»ly discrininated
er6inst end opnresced. HNegroes l‘ru-lﬂ net be srateful for tre

S i e h ould ¢

,c'*u::os they haeve raceived. ot +ha sovie Sime
1~-~r» .-;"'*".31'= damazn to 1ts repusation i vwo in v ovay gave the
sggroes the imnracsion that the /P did nos reinice vith then in
the pro ross thﬁ’f have made o if wo should underestincta the
real impact of this pro-rcess crions the llogroca, :

The Party nored not worry yot that domocratic illusions vill
srrious]y iner~asc amon:s ?Iwno«' throuzh the Op“"“‘.LO“S oi the
ncw ¢ivil rishts propasenda, The nrogerm so far is only a bunch
of recommerdations. ot a sinzl2 new lawr has boon ene cltnd Clim
bodying any of the recommsndations contaircd in the renort.,
Thoero is o long strugzle ah:wd for Negroas befors they vin
enouzh ViCuOI‘leS to ¢s t'\'hl sh "dcmoeratic illusions,.” The ile
lus:.On vhich nany Negre s hiave suffercd from un £0 now was tho
111¢310n that no immrovergnt could be szincd from "the vhite
man, " J.h:.s led thaar into ul] soats o0 covenbturistic, naticnaliste
ic and "race consclouaness scires and oraanizutions,

_ Ir the Port*’ amrrovrchns tnis quistion in the vrons oy, Ve
Wi-‘l e OlV qnc('(-(bd in ¢idine the T'r\ﬂ"r-() r‘z‘*« moZuls t:_—:htcn thoir
~hold on the Negro massces, Thero is o saction of tho segro lcade
ership, notably tho Nogro Truman supporters vho vield great ine
. Tluence with the Hegro masses todoy, Some of theso nnogle ore
. only politiecal r’.enanorrucs but 211 of them are not, Soue of theom o
‘have the respoct of “No cgrocs end hove aorncd thit resncet desnite ¥
the fact that their pOlltho ard th-ir socinl vicus arc nroe
capitalist and class collaborauionist. The Parsy, hovever, will
nev:r bo able.to rmkc h,cdhy civinst this type of Hogro load-
~er (Uhite, Jandolph) or got into r0s 1tion to crmoe arainst the
- Whites ond the Rendolphs urtil the VP has mrined the respoet of
the I’cgrocs. ‘

As =n bcpi_n rin tho Party ean and owht to carvy on prorasand
ocnd agitation cullw;; for tho PRESLES or the Cl"ll w1 :}1 3 Pl

to*x.n.znddtlonu.» Practical wopz alons thosu 1,m w8 will heln 1o-
5

erult Hegroos on o sound and .,oL.n... b'.‘.SiS. w :.k;w,.ect ol our

- Mar:z an proszrom in rolation to iocro whit. “rerkars) can R
£ be clucidated in the coursc of wc‘* netivih ol booo ,
- vast> of time, howover, for the P 6o . ; AViLy vithe ol
“out a I‘OuiulVL coproach to tho gatstion. e o in bo fight feor ’ ‘ i
~the passago by Congress of the Thawann vocomrerdations;  that is, P
~We propasate larxiam amone the Hesrocs tofiny in conncction vith :
'{'hm. struzols for domocratic ripghts oo eabodicd in the 2ivil - .
Pi hts r':r-n-‘:a.'x. : - ' . , ’

As.me'from the specisl issue of the Civil Rights Program, the sl
P" 'ty reaffiyms its former decisions and resolutions relaging to SR
- pOlitical Activity ouong Negrroes, :

Febwary 1; 1949 Folitical C@mmittﬁeemz?‘o
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