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TASKS OF THE YSA IN THE COMING PERIOD

The purpose of this document is to-
examine certain crucial aspects of the past
radicalization, the coming period and the
tasks<“of “the ¥YSA in the context of: this
périod. Depending upormn ‘the course of the
discussion, the document may be put for- .
ward ‘as a counter to the NEC Political
Resolution for the coming year.

It is impossible to cover all as-
pects of the YSA practice in'the past ;
period, just as every area of work in the
future cannot be dealt with as adequately
as might be desired. What is crucial is
to outline a coherent and unified ap-
proach to guide our work in whatever
sphere of activity we may be involved.

I. THE RADICALIZATION OF THE '60S

A decisive aspect of the radicaliza-
tion of the 1960s was the failure of
workers, as a class, to become involved
in the struggles. The reasons for this are
not difficult to discern. The 1960s did
not represent (in spite of the recession
of the early 1960s) a period of decline
in living standards of American workers,
or an overt attack on workers and their
organizations., Rather, it represented in
general, a boom period, a period in which
the standard of living continued -- on
the whole ~- to rise or at worst, to re-
main constant.

This did not mean that the working
class remained quiescent; on the con-
trary, strike activity demonstrated a
marked upward trend beginning in 1964.
In that year, there were 3,655 strikes
involving 1,550,000 workers, and 22,-
900,000 person-days idle; by 1969, this
had swelled to 5,700 strikes, involving
2,481,000 workers and 42,869,000 person-
days. Major strikes of maritime workers,
longshoremen, transit workers, auto
workers, the construction trades, truck
drivers, teachers, and rubber and typo-
graphical workers occurred during this
period. In 1970, strike activity reach-
ed a peak comparableto the waves of
1919 and 1945-46; this wave declined
somewhat during the period of 1971-72,
but began to pick up again in 1973. Sim-
ilarly, the percentage of collective
bargaining agreements rejected by work-
ers rose dramatically from 8.8 percent
in 1964 to 14.2 percent in 1967, declin-
ing to 12.3 percent by 1969, and leveling
off at roughly that level through 1970.
There was a decline to 9.6 percent a year
ago, and a new rise to 12.3 percent
this year.

If the 1960s saw an increase in strike
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i’aétivity‘and the beginnings of a rank and

file révolt against the bureaucracy --
exemplified by the fight of rank-and-file

“‘leader Stéve. Kochis against Tony Boyle in
-~ the UMW .in 1964 (a struggle later co-opted
. by out-buteaucrat Joseph Yablonski) ~-:the
~ fact remains that such activity was con- -

fined almost solely to bread-and-butter
issues. In the absence of a general as-
sault on workers' living standards, the

. continuation of even a relatively high
‘level of combativity was offset by the
dincreasing absorption of the labor bu-

reaucracy into the machinery of the bour-
geois state and the simultaneous deepen-
ing involvement of the state in the in-
ternal running of the unions.

While the working class as a whole
remained apart from the 1960s radicaliza-
tion, other sectors (which were not apart
from the class, but rather included por-
tions of it) moved to the fore. The term
“"peripheral sectors" is in many ways mis-
leading; the fight of women and oppressed
minorities such as Blacks and Latinos for
liberation is an integral part of the
American class struggle. The radicaliza-
tion was peripheral, however, in that it
did not bring into action the decisive
bulk of American workers and insofar as it
began, in many cases, in the non-proletar-
ian sectors of the oppressed group.

Black Struggle

The Black struggle provided the impe-
tus for the radicalization; spurred by the
1954 Supreme Court decision on desegrega-
tion, Afro~Americans became involved in
increasing numbers in the struggle for
basic democratic freedoms. Prior to the
1954-55 period, organizations such as the
NAACP had channeled virtually all of their
efforts into legal reform; while this re-
sulted in such legal victories as Shelly
vs. Kremer (in which restrictive clauses
in housing were struck down) and the 1954
school desegregation decision, it provid-
ed no real change in the situation of
the Black masses to meet the expectations
the decisions had aroused. As a result,
the Black ghetto populations turned in-
creasingly to more militant tactics and
leadership, sparked by the Montgomery,
Alabama bus boycott of 1955, New organi-
zations and leaders began to emerge, from
the nonviolent assimilationist perspec-
tive of Martin Luther King to the separa-
tist/nationalist concepts of the Nation
of Islam, which during the period began
to establish a base in northern Black
ghettos. The rooting of the Black Muslims
was largely the work of Malcolm X, who
became head of the Muslim New York City



organization in-1954. He became a nation-
al figure following the Muslim-organized
protests of the arrest and beatlng of
Johnson Hinton in 1958.

Student Struggles

The growing civil rights movément of
the early 1960s ' in turn provided the nu-
cleus of the student ‘movement; the “"sit-
in" movement which began in February, 1960
led to the development of a nationwide boy-
cott of such chains as Woolworth's and
Kresge's. (The first YSA convention-in- '
Philadelphia in 1960 was temporarily ad-
journed so that delegatés could take their
place on the picket lines.) The Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC}),
was the first outgrowth of this nation= -
wide fight; ‘it was- joined by a number of
(as yet very small), northern student or-
ganizations (such as ‘the Friends of SNCC)
aimed at aldlng the Black struggle.

At the University of California at
Berkeley, in 1964, the engagement of ‘such -
a nucleus of students in-support of the
civil rights movement led directly to the
first major student upsurge of the decade --
the Free Speech Movement (FSM). Throughout
1963, these ‘students had beén involved in
the boycott and sit-in movement®! thé whole
charge by tne‘uniVersity‘that’the FSM ‘de-
manded the right to advocate "illegal™
actions on campus was based, in reality, .

on the question of the right' to plan pick= " .

et lines; sit-ins, and similar actions-on"
campus. Once the fight began, howeVer, it
naturally spilled over into the studerit
population-as a whole, ‘involving thoiusands
of students who had never been actively :
involved in the Black freedom striuggle,

but who felt that their vital 1nterests
and concerns were-at stake. :

A parallel source of thHe studeént rad-
icalization lay in ‘the antiwar movement.
Even in the mid- and late-1950s, not in-=
significant numbers of students had shown -
concern-bver ‘such issues as-nuclear test=
ing and disarmament.  Thé growing American
intervention in Vietnam provided a con-- -
crete foecus for' the antiwar sentiment
which becamé the prime locus of student

radicalization as the '60s progressed. The .-

first small:adtiotis -- such a&§ the Wash- -
ington Peace March of February, 1962 --"
were under the hegemony of traditionaly
properly "anti-communist" forces such as
SANE and the SP-run Student Peace Union

(SPU). Beginning with: the demonstrations .. -

of 1963, and especially with the SDS-
organized march on. Washington in’ April,
1965, thHe movement began to-evolve. it own:
structures tactics and leaders.~

Women s leeratlon Movement

Reflectlng the.grow1ng role of women
in the work force, in particular in the -
service industries, and concomittantly the

- them as'leaders,

> such as-.the 'Feminists,

changes necessitated in the ‘educational
system, the women's }iberation movement,
stemmed at’ least in part from the -new ‘stu-
dent left; as groups such as SDS came to

. involve the most conscious and.militant

women in ‘this period, it ‘became:.apparent -
that it~involved them only on-’the same-
terms as thesociety as a whole -- . it did
not speak to basic needs of women as an
oppressed group, did not seek to utilize
but as (unpaid) secre- .-
taries and:ego-boosters. By :the mid-60s,
women's caucuses were commonplace in SDS
chapters and :dther left and ‘antiwar groups;
as these . proved the subject of hostility.
and-ridicule in many cases, however, num- -
bers of .left women struck .out on'their own
~-- not.necessarily abandoning  the broad-
er struggle, but sensing the need to form
organizations speaking concretely to their
own needs, their own liberation. Groups
Radical Feminists,
Bread and - Roses and the Redstockings ‘all

" sprang up -in this period, many or most

initiated’ by former SDS or other new left
women. -

SimultaneOusly, the influence of the
continuing civil ‘rights movement aided in-
the development of the conservative wing. .
of the women's liberation movement:; or-
ganizations <- notably NOW '--.-sprang up
which were consciously molded in terms of
structures, goals and tactics on civil
rights groupings such as the NAACP. Though
these remained markedly smaller than .-
their Black'couriterparts, they began ---

" sometimes in 'cooperation with more mili-. -
" tant feminists,

sometimes in .opposition
to them -- to inspire consciousness ‘rais-:
ing and similar groups around the country,
involving an 1ncrea51ng proportlon of
women. ; . . . Sy

Dynamlc of the Radlcallzatlon

A natural dynamic propelled each and
all ofi:these movements forward, beyond
their original bounds and;goals. In the

- Black-movement, just - as the rising-expec-

tations of the NAACP-inspired court cases .
(and the bitter disappointment of the lack:-~
of results) had .led to the first ‘mass.
actions (such as Montgomery), so:-too did
the combination of high expectations of-
the Black masses in-regard to the activi--
ties of the civil rights movement-and the:
1964 Civil ‘Rights:Act and bitter disap-
pointment at.the lack of:real change in
the ghettos lead inevitably to the vio-
lent: ghetto revolts of the mld— and 1ate—
1960s. oS R

Ao

In Cleveland,
Chicago, in Detroit,

in Watts, in Newark,; in.
in ghettos all over

- the country -- Blacks struck out, not at.

whites, but at the whlte-controlled power
structure ‘and' institutions which served
as a symbol of their oppression. The 1967
Kerner Commission Report-was .forced to
conclude that "The 1967 disorders,



well as earlier disorders in the recent
period, involved action within Negro neigh-
borhoods against symbols of American So--
ciety -- authority and property -- rather

than against white persons." In other areas,

Blacks reacted to white racist attacks with
self-defense forces of their own -- Deacons
for Defense in Louisiana, the Community
Action Patrols set up in Watts after the
1965 revolt, and later the forces of the
Cairo United Front in Illinois. A culmina-
tion of this process came in 1967 when
Huey Newton and Bobby Seale set up the
Black Panther Party for Self Defense as an
armed association for community protection
against the police. With the panthers, the
gulf had been bridged between a reactive
self-defense posture and the need for a
political expression of the demands and
needs of the ghetto masses.

Nor was this bridge solely the work
of the Black Panthers. Robert Williams was
the first major leader to.call for Black
self«defense, breaking with the NAACP over
the issue. Williams' Monroe Movement in
North Carolina played a key role in educat-
ing the Black masses to the need for armed
self-defense, as well as political action.
Williams was later forced into exile,
faced with frame-up "kidnapping" charges.
Malcolm X similarly called upon Black peo-
ple to form armed self-defense forces.
Years later, Eldridge Cleaver of the Pan-
thers acknowledged the vanguard role play-
ed by the two leaders in this respect; he
stated that "Robert Williams ‘and Malcolm X
stand as two titans, even prophetic fig-
ures, who heralded... armed struggle by
Afro-America." '

The other non-white peoples in the
U.S. began a similar evolution during the
1960s. To a large extent, this was the
result of indigenous factors and problems
-- the struggle of Reies Lopez Tijerina's
Alianza in New Mexico and. the continuous
struggle to organize farm workers being-
prime cases in point. But the powerful de-
velopment of the Black movement acted as
a beacon for other oppressed minorities in
the U.S. Latin American and Asian students
joined with Blacks at campuses like San

Francisco State in "Third World Coalitions,"

inspired by the Panthers, organizations
such as the Young Lords (among the Puerto
Rican people), and the Brown Berets and
Black Berets para la Justicia (among Chi-
canos), the Red Guards (among Chinese-
Americans) sprang up in ghettos and barrios
across the country. Disparate Chicano for-
ces which had rejected the Democratic Par-
ty came together ultimately as La Raza
Unida Party.

Spread of the Student Movement

The student upsurge likewise swept
across the country. SDS grew from an esti-
mated 250 in Dec., 1960, to 3,000 in
1965, to as many as 100,000 in 1968 (in

400 chapters) -- with a much broader peri-
phery. Underground papers such as the
Great Speckled Bird in Atlanta, The East

Village Other, the Berkeley Barb, Good

Times in San Francisco, the Seed in Chi-

cago, Space City News in Houston, etc.,
established themselves (with varying de-
grees of success) in communities across
the country. The number of student demon-
strations involving 35 or more students
stood at 71 (on 62 campuses) in the first
half of 1967-68; by the second half, it
had grown to 221 on 101 campuses. In 1970,
the American Council on Education counted
9,408 "protest incidents," involving ar-
rests on 731 occasions and physical vio-
lence of some sort on 231. Open running
battles took place in a number of areas --
Buffalo, San Francisco, Harvard, Berkeley,
Kansas, Madison, Isolated from the work-
ers' movement, the student struggle turn-
ed in some cases to individual terrorism
and "“trashing." In spring, 1968, there
were only 10 reported campus bombings; by
the period from Jan., 1969-April, 1970,
there were as many as 862. Major targets
included ROTC centers, war research cen-
ters, government and administration bui 1d4-
ings, banks and other corporate offices.

The women's liberation movement also
began to catch hold in local areas across
the country during the mid-and late-1960s.

Various women's journals -- Cell 16's
Journal of Female Liberation, Just Like A
Woman, Off Our Backs, etc. -- were set up

in almost every major city; campus women's
centers became commonplace. Sporadic
coalitions engaging (usually on a reform-
ist basis) in work on such issues as child
care, equal pay or abortion work, came .
into existence. Typical was Boston, where
the New England Women's Coalition (em-
bracing 40 different women's groups) was
set up to coordinate activities. In most
of these cases, the specific groups and
organizational structures proved ephemer-
al; what was important, however, was the
impetus which led to such groups being

. set up in the first place. The outgreowth

of all of these developments was the call
for local demonstrations on the famous
“"three issues" in August, 1970: 1) free
abortion on demand, 2) equal pay for
equal work, and 3) free 24-hour daycare.
While the demonstrations were small by
the standards of the antiwar movement,
they involved a minimum of 1,000 women
each in a whole series of localities.

Limits of the Radicélizafion

The generally low level of political
consciousness of the American masses vis-
a-vis those of Europe or many third world
countries ensured that the bulk of those
engaged in the mass radicalization of the:
1960s would remain -- however reluctantly
-- within the broad limits of bourgeois
politics. Groups such as the NAACP, CORE
and the Urban League remained the largest



Black organizations, and even the. impulse
toward independent political action led in
most cases to formations such as the Missis-
sippi Freedom Democrats or the National
Democratic Party of Alabama rather than to

a translation of the Lowndes County Free-
dom Organization and similar groupings on

a national scale. The majority of antiwar
activists related with at least passive
support to the McCarthy and McGovern "“peace"
campaigns and the efforts of local left
democrats such as Dellums, Chisholm and
Abzug. The hegemonic women's forces re-
mained NOW and the explicitly pro-Demo-
cratic and Republican National Women's Po-
litical Caucus set up in July, 1971,

Important sectors of the more con-
scious militants in the '60s radicaliza-
tion, however, began to develop past the
confines of bourgeois political solutions
and to grope, however hesitantly, toward
socialist conceptions. Within SDS, for ex-
ample, Marxist views began to be expressed;
by November, 1967, Carl Davidson could de-
fine the United States as an imperialist
state, noted that "to... operate within
the realm of bourgeois civil liberties is
to remain enslaved," and even define him-
self as a Marxist-Leninist, and meet with
considerable (though not undisputed) -agree-
ment within the organization. Similarly,
the writings of Ernest Mandel were widely
discussed in sections of SDS. The Black
Panthers dropped the "for Self Defense"
from their title the same year, and ex-
plicitly began to define the enemy not as
an amorphous "white power structure," but
as capitalism; when Stokeley Carmichael
rejected the BPP's class struggle analy-
sis in favor of a classless "Black United
Front," Eldridge Cleaver noted sharply
that “suffering is color-blind, that the
victims of Imperialism, Racism, Colon-
ialism and Neo-Colonialism come in all
colors, and that they need a unity :based
on revolutionary principles rather than
skin color." Sections of the antiwar move-
ment progressed to open solidarity with
the Indochinese liberation fighters. With-
in the women's liberation movement, the
term "feminist" was augmented by "socialist
feminist" in some circles; interest grew- .
in the Marxist analysis of the roots of
women's oppression and in the role of wom-
en in the Russian, Chinese and Indochinese
revolutions.:

The radicalization was spurred in this
direction by the revolutionary struggles
of the period. The Cuban revolution in -
particular played a prime role in inspir-
ing and serving as an example to a genera-
tion of radicalized youth; the brutal )
attempt to strangle the revolution at the
Bay of Pigs aided in ripping the "progres-
sive" cover from the Kennedy administra-
tion. Through the Fair Play for Cuba com-
mittees, the SWP and YSA were able to play
a major role in the defense of Cuba and

win over a layer of advanced youth; tours
and work groups allowed a comparatively
large number of American youth to experi-
ence, first-hand, the workings of a revo-
lution in process. The liberation and
independence struggles of the peoples of
Africa played a similar role.in the devel-
opment of the Black struggle. Patrice
Lumumba became a symbol of African goals
and aspirations; his bloody overthrow by
the imperialist puppet Tshombe served,
like the Bay of Pigs, to underscore the
reactionary role of American foreign pol-

icy. Identification with African libera-
tion struggles -- first in Kenya, then

the Congo, then in the Portuguese colonies
and southern Africa in general -- aided

in the development of an anti-imperialist
and anti-capitalist consciousness among
young Blacks. The continuing impact of the
great Chinese Revolution also played a
significant role in molding the conscious-
ness of advanced layers.

In many of these cases the "Marxism"
expressed was tentative and crude, marked
by opportunism and/or sectarianism, colored
by third-worldist notions and a mechanical
translation of Cuban, Vietnamese or Chinese
expressions into American terms. This was
entirely predictable; the Trotskyist pole
in the United States (and in the world as
a whole) is still not sufficiently strong
to prevent such deformations among the ad-
vanced layers. But the process itself was
a wholly progressive one, and one which
offered an opportunity for the YSA to inter-
vene and root itself.

The Role of the YSA in the 1960s Radicaliza-
tion . .

It-is entirely to the credit of the
SWP and YSA that they recognized the broad
outlines of the radicalization process and
oriented toward it. The majority of the
"Trotskyist" sectarian grouplets, by con-
trast, viewed the 1960s radicalization with
utter contempt and sat back to wait for
the working class to come marching by en
masse, pipe wrenches in hand. (The Workers
League, for example, was notoriously hostile
to the women's movement, referring to wom-
en's activists in its press as “women's
libbies"; the Spartacists were de facto ab-
stentidénists in the antiwar movement, ex-
cept when intervening to "smash NPAC.")
The crucial role of the YSA in building the
Student Mobilization Committee (and NPAC)
helped to ‘provide one of the most critical
factors .in the establishment of a prin-
cipled, mass. antiwar movement. It is not
sufficient, however, for the YSA simply
to acknowledge the strong points of its
past interventions. Rather, it is neces-
sary for us to discuss and evaluate the
short-comings .of the work in the past
period, so as to be able to intervene
clearly and correctly in the period which
is to come.



Sectoral Adaptation

The question of sectoral adaptatioén

has been discussed at length in both the - -

SWP and YSA; it remains, however, a topic
of vital importance. It should be noted
that it was the very decision -to inter-—
vene actively into the mass radicaliza-
tion which raised the possibility of:
error in this direction. The sects,
after all, remaining in" & sort of splen-
did (and, of course, "principled") iso-
lation from the mass movements, are in no
danger of adapting to anything. Rather
they utterly ignore the existing ob- :
jective reality and ‘toss out their "full
program" without regard.for how to relate
such a program to the existing level of:
the struggle or the consciousness:of the
masses.

The intervention of a small revolu-
tionary nucleus into a dynamic mass move-
ment poses the danger of adaptation in a
very real sense, however. Just as the"
sect -- by its abstentionism -- tends to
produce. "full program" interventions di--
vorced from the actual level of . the
struggle, a powerful danger exists that
activist groupings will: tend to confine
themselves to that level, glossing over -
or even: ignoring the need to develop means
of significantly advancing the struggle to
a higher level and raising the level of
consciousness of the part1c1pants.

‘The : antlwar movement prov1ded a good
case in point. The ¥YSA,.as has beéen
pointed out before in a number of docu-
ments, had three tasks in the antiwar
movement. The first was to develop as
broad and active a movement as possible
on a principled basis. -The second was-
to galvanize an anti-imperialist pole
within the broad movement; the third was
to recruit directly to the party and YSA.-
The role of the>SWP.and YSA in NPAC' and
the SMC was thoroughly-‘positive iasofar
as it-led to the isolation and defedat of
such slogans as "Negotiate Now!" and

aided. in the construction of a militant,  _

non-exclusionist movement.around the
issueof immediate withdrawal of atl U.S.
forces and materiel from Indochina. The
size and character-of the antiwar ‘move-
ment was due in no small part to the:
activities of the SWP and YSA and there:

is much we can be proud of in-that peridd.e

‘But a_comparison of NPAC and SMC
(and the SWP and YSA's role within them).
with the activities .0f our French and
British comradés in the Front Solidarite
Indochine (FSI) and Vietnam Solidarity
Committee (VSC) demonstrates the .inabili-
ty of the SWP ahd YSA to come to grips -
with the second task of revolutionaries
in the antiwar movement. The YSA recog-
nized only two levels in the struggle. -
On the one hand, we offered our full pro-
gram for that tiny fraction of the over-

all movement ready to join a Marxist
organization. On the other, we put for- -
ward an extremely broad, common-denom-

inator approach tailored- to the mass lev-..

el of consciousnes®. Our full program or
"bring the troops home" -- those were the
two levels we offered antiwar activists.

But the broad masses of antiwar
activists were not homogeneous, were not
all at one level or the other. Rather,
within the-broad strata:were numerous
militants who, while still full of mis-
conceptions and unready to join a Trot-. °
skyist organization, were marked by their -
solidarity with the NLF and other Indo-
chinese revolutionaries. To have attempt-
ed to win these layers by counterp051ng
"Victory to the NLF{" to “Out Now!"
would have been to ignore the needs of
the mass struggle. The YSA, however,
counterposed the two slogans from the

other-direction, maintaining. that sup-

port. for "Out Now!": as the central, uni-
fyving slogan for ‘the antiwar movement
precluded:any use of "Vlctory to the
NLF!"

In reality, the two Slogans were not
counterposed. As the YSA leadership has
-- correctly -- pointed out, the "imme-"
diate withdrawal" demand . .is the'only one
which can be‘acted upon by the U.S. gov-
ernment (as opposed, say, to "All of
Indochina must go Communist!,".a demand
on no one, ‘except perhaps-all of Indo-
china); it is also the only principled
unifying slogan.~To have: attempted to
make "Victory to the NLFi":the sole slo-
gan of the antiwar movement would have
simply removed the YSA de facto from
that movement -

But what about the slogans of the:
YSA as_the ¥YSA? Why could the YSA not:
have marched in- the united front demon-
strations under bannhers .solidarizing
with:-the NLF and the Indochinese revolu- -
tion? Or further., organized contingents
supporting such a victory, with which
anti-imperialist militants could have
marched? Though our French and British
comrades were not confronted:with the
direct involvement of their respective
bourgeois governments in the war --
making for problems: in ‘terms of ability
to mobilize and the immediate context of
these mobilizations -- we must nonethe-
less point out that this. approach, which
they adopted, aided them in-implanting
themselves with a broad.periphery. The
SMC, which was a part of the left wing
of the antiwar movement, was incapable
of taking the lead of the anti-imperial-=

~ ist forces because of its self-imposed

limitations.

The YSA moved in the other direction.
Rather than carrying the slogan "Victory
to the NLF!" into the -antiwar movement;
it carried the concept "self-determina-



tion for Vietnam" -- which properly be-
longed in the broad antiwar movement --—
into the YSA. The idea that revolution-
aries are not simply for "“self-determina- . -
tion™ in the abstract, that we support it
only insofar as it advances the socialist -
revolution, was lost. Further, YSA policy
left a vacuum among vanguard elements,.
which the Maoists partially filled, and
worked against the survival of a solid
activist core in the antiwar movement, as
the nature of the war changed.

Other Examples

Such a process.of sectoral adaptation
took plac¢e in other ways as well. The.
lengthy debate in the SWP and YSA ovér
nationalism and feminism was in part a
terminological dispute. But the signifi-
cance of the debate lies not in the ques-
tion of whether what Rosa Luxemburg :and
Lenin meant by ‘feminism is what the :SWP and
YSA mean by it, but in the question of
whether feminist ideas in -the sense Lux-
emburg, Lenin, Bebel, et al, used the : -

term (i.e., bourgeois feminist views) seep-

ed into the cadre of the SWP and YSA. The
answer, reluctantly, would have to be yes:
the only real discussion can be over the
extent of the process. Examples abound :
here: the use of the slogans such as
"when women want the war to ‘end, -the war
will end" and "sStop male aggressive war"
in our women's c¢ontingents at antiwar
actions (and the chant "Take it from the
misters, give it to the sisters" which
echoed even at YSA conventions), and
utopian campaigns ‘in some-areas to "smash
the nuclear family" and "institute -new
relations." These examples are not new;-
many have been repeated on several oc¢-
casions. What they share is that none-have
ever been replied to by the leadership in
anything but an evasive manner. Though
members of the YSA leadership felt com-
pelled at the Cleveland 1972 convention
to point out that the "smash the nuclear
family" campaign was -alienating non-YSA
women and hindering recruitment, and to
note that personal appearance and life-
style were not a subject of ¥YSA jurisdic-
tion, the same leaders react indignantly
to ana1y51s of what prompted these remarks
on their part. -

This sort of adaptation«to the level-.
of various sectors was reflected in‘"the
response€ of the YSA to those positions of
the radicalizing layers which attempted to
go beyond this level. On the one hand,: the
YSA in its various pronouncements was =
entirely too rosy in its estimation of
the ease with which nationalists, femin-
ists, etc., would "naturally" gravitate
toward a Marxist position; nationalism
and feminism were often viewed tacitly
as ideologies which could painlessly "“grow
into" ‘a socialist consciousness, rather
than as ideologies which (thaugh a re-
sponse to a real national or sexual op-

pression) had to be overcome to produce

a genuinely Marxist analysis. Simulta-
neously, however, when groups such as
SDS, the Black Panthers, or the Chicago
Women's Liberation Union attempted to
actually move toward a socialist perspec-
tive, they met with hostility from the
YSA. In the eyes of the SWP and YSA lead-
ership, these groups crossed the invisi-
ble line between "mass organizations"
(which are inherently healthy, good and
supportable) to "opponents" (which ‘are

to be opposed and crushed). :

In all fairness, the YSA leadership
pointed out a real problem. The SDS
leaders did isolate themselves. from their
mass base, the BPP -and Chicago WLU did
narrow in scope and potential. Further
the "socialism" put forward in some of
these cases was a caricature of Marxism.

But the effect of the YSA's position was -

to establish in the minds of the more
active members of these groups the idea
that:-the YSA was acting to retard and
hinder the movement, to keep their or-
ganizations as large, loose, amorphous
globs with no real leadership or ideo-
logy, from which the YSA could then re-
cruit the best members.

. A good example of the inability of
the SWP and YSA leaders to even visualize
going beyond the lowest common denomina-
tor level of the various sectoral :strug-
gles came in a contribution by Comrade
Evelyn Reed in the preconvention discus-
sion prior to the last SWP cenvention.
Responding to a statement by Interna-
tionalist ‘Pendency (IT) comrades that
they supported the women's liberation
movement:but not feminism, Comrade Reed
commented that if there was a women's
liberation movement separate from the
feminist movement she would appreciate
the IT comrades pointing it out to her.
This response was regarded as.quite a
telling blow. in SWP and YSA circles. The
obvious comeback, however, is-that the
greater the identity between bourgeois
feminism-and: the women's liberation
struggle (&rd if NOW and NWPC are in-
cluded in the party's definition of  fem-
inism, then it is bourgeois feminism:we
are discussing), the greater the corre-
sponding. need of revolutionary Marxists
to combat these ideas and work to build-
a socialist pole in the women's libera-
tion movement.

Thus, our French comrades! work in
the abortion struggle through MLAC (the
Movement for Free Abortion and Contra-
ception) is oriented toward working
women and class solidaritye. Unfortunate-
ly, we chose to ignore the gains made by
our comrades through MLAC and focused
instead on the bourgeois Choisir (To
Choose) group;, headed by the millionaire
Claude Servan-~Schreiber (wife of the
leader:of the Radical Party). In general



women's - liberation groups, the ex-Ligue -
supported the inittiation of a pro-Marxist
wing of the movement,
Petroleuses." =

It-canvbe objected that the party
and YSA have fought against erroneous
views in the feminist and mationalist

movements:. An. example of ‘this is -the lit-

erary fight .against the concept of women
as a class or caste carried out in.a ser-
ies of articles in the ISR. Such a fight
is both necessary .and correct; it.dees
not, however, make up for countervailing
adaptations in both -thheory and practice
to pressures within
alist movements. In-reality, even within
such articles the emphasis-has shifted
since the ‘early and mid-1960s.  Thus, :as
late as 1969, Susan Lamont could ‘state,

in a review of .Evelyn .Reed's Problems of u:

Women's Liberation, “that "The conflict

is therefore basically a class conflict., -
And in this- struggle the class interests .
of bourgeois women are considerably more

fundamental than their interests "as. wom-

en. The participation of :bourgeois women

in the fight for certain reforms, may at
times be useful. But ‘their participation:

is circumscribed by their interest in main- -

taining the capitalist system and will be
withdrawn as the dynamic for the movement
for women's liberation closes in on those -
who are the: real oppressors -- the cap-
italist system."(Young Socialist, Octo-
ber 1969, p. 28)..By the following year
(when  feminism entered the SWP and YSA -as
a positive concept); the emphasis had
subtly reversed itself; now it was admit-
ted in passingithat women had different
class interests,
go on to stress the common oppression as
more important. The 1970 ¥YSA resolution
"The Struggle  -for Women's Liberation,"
thus stated that "it is obvious that most:
women in the ruling class have more loyal-
ty to the privileges:of their class than
to other women," but stated further that
"there can be- and are exceptions,* and
stressed that “no woman, even:in the rul-
ing class itself, can be arbitrarily ruled
out as a potentlal feminist." -(¥SDB, Vol.
14, No. 1, November .9, 1970, p. 5. By
1971 the evolution had proceeded to the
final step; the SWP resolution-"Toward a
Mass Peminist Movement,' for example,
admitted that women in different classes
"suffer to very different degrees from

lack of child care and abortion facilities,

unequal pay, job discrimination, warped
education, and '‘soecial conditioning." It
went on, however: “But these are all as-
pects of the very real oppression af ‘'women
and all women have a stake in struggling
around these-issues. The broadest unity.
in struggle, .closed to no.woman, is pos~
sible and progressive if this unity is
based on demands which mobilize women in.
struggle and ‘which combat:the oppression-
of women..." (SWPDB, Vol. 29,-No. 14, .
April, 1971, p. 12). The .alliance.is -thus

exemplified by “"Les -

no longer seemn -as transitory;
tain reforms,"'but as ongoing,
manent- what is- 1gnored is that "ruling
such .factors ‘as unequal pay and Job d;s—
crimination, theix whole system of bour-
geois class.privilege is -based upon the

around “cer- .
even per-

superprofits which these factors help to;;fA

creates:.

Independent Movements o .

‘feminist and nation- . .-

but only so that one could"

The concept of 1ndependent movements”'

also developed in this period. The.inde-
pendence of these movements was a contra-
dictaory phenomenon. On the:one -hand,; it
meant that their course.of action was not
dictated by the-interests of the :ruling .
class, or the Democratic and Republican ..
parties. It also meant that they had
achieved some. form of organizational au-
tonomy. ' Thiis was progressive in that it
contained the ‘potential of freeing-sec-  :
tors of the working class and its allies
from. the backwardness of the bulk of the
organized-working class toward fighting
against the special oppression of these
sectors, . thereby preparing unity of the
class on.‘a- hlgh level .of struggle.

But 1ndependence can also mean un-

concern for the struggle of other sectors

of the working:class and its allies, or
equally dangerous,. for the struggles of
the bulk of the organized working class.
This -aspect of independence deserved to
be fought by revolutionaries. While the

YSA did promote the idea of interdepen~... -
‘thishwas~unfor—.;

dence of these movements,
tunately limited to- -explaining how each
movement - could learn from another and
reinforee itself on. the plane of. organi-.
zatiomal forms;: non-exclusionism, action
coalitions, membership based on common
oppression,

etc. The whole question of : ;: -

the need- for alliances based on linking: .-

up with the fight of the working class:,
against the bourgeoisie was not given - .
the emphasis that was required by the id-
eological confusian which reigned in.
these independent movements,
predominantly student composition.

Chanting the refrain that "movements
can't substitute themselves for each
other," the SWP and YSA often gave the
impression of visualizing a chain of her-
metically sealed movements, each marching
to its own spe¢ial drummer,
by the SWP and YSA.(busily best-building)
and their common glorious future when,
coordinated by -a-mass SWP, they would
combine to make America's socialist rev-
olution- (each in its own contingent). In
reality, .of course, to the extent that
movements were "1ndependent" from one
another (in the sense of ignoring all
but their own most basic demands), they
were reactionary. .Again
fall over themselves to be noted: attacks
by natjonalists such as Imamu Baraka on

linked only . ,

and by their

, examples all but ..



the women's movement (and on “the rlght ‘of
women to wear pants, smoke or do anyth1ng
but raise future Black warriors), Ms.
magazine' s ‘praise for the ‘racist’ Loulse
Day Hicks '~ as a flghter for women's rights,
anti-union attitudes in many of these
moveménts, and conversely in the form of
economism (reverse sectoral1sm) trade”
union discrimination against Blacks, other
non-whites and wOmen,j;' - 0

We are not opposed .of course, to .
Black or women's struggles developlng _
their own organizational forms. But ‘we -
must stress again our firm opp051t10n to
the concept of 1ndependence which allows:

struggles to become hostile to one another

in their all-consuming drive to achieve“”
their .own demands. In the 1800s, for ex-
ample,’ the women s suffrage movement man-
aged to earn the hostility of both ‘the
Black and labor movements. A number of"
suffragists - (around Susan B. Anthony) ‘were
initially welcomed. by the radical National
Labor Unigon, but were rejected when' An—k\
thony advocated scabblng on strlklng
unions. Their attempts-to obtain su frage
ultimately 1ncluded arguments that the
votes of white,
ed to cancel out the votes of Blacks and

1mm1grants. Such "1ndependence" .only in- o

Jjured the woment § sStruggle -- Just as
labor hostility to women workers greatly
hampered the unlonlzatlon struggle.fﬂ

“If for no other reason the party
and YSA' conceptlon of "1ndependent" move—
ments built“dround the mést basic slogans
so as’'to include all Blacks, all women,
all of those opposed to the war, coupléd
with downplaying the orlentatlon to Work=
ing class and 'the most oppressed layers
falls afoul o6f the basic fact that”
movement can't include everyone. ‘If; ﬂfor
example a women's organization does ot
speak to the needs of Black ‘women it w1ll‘
not, inthe final analy51s include very
many of them. If 1t “$§1ides over questlonsk

of specific ‘concern to worklng class W°m-f;'_
en, it will be seen by them. as a middle-" "~ ~

class group and they w1ll move to another
organlzatlon wthh speaks “to thelr spec—
ial concerns.' )

P

The WONAAC Egperlence

When the “¥SA. 3ointiy w1th “the SWP
helped to launch the Women's National
Abortion Action Coalition (WONAAC), our.
failure to or1ent ‘Sectoral movements to
the working class’ components of ‘their sec—
tors and to ‘the worklng class as a whole
and to structure and ‘organize the more
advanced layers 6f these movements around
higher level démands_was compounded by a =

gross overestlmatlon of the reluctance ‘of ;'
the ruling class to 1egallze abortion. The’

result ‘was miseducatidn of a ‘whole layer
of activists involved in the abortlon
fight, and 1solat10n from the more radical
groups in the women's liberation movement.

""American" women were need-

The women's liberation movement burst

“onto the streets with the demonstrations

of thousands on August 26, 1970, demand-
ing "Free Abortion on Demand- Equal Pay
for Equal Work; Free 24-Hour Community-
Controlled Chlldcare Centers." These de-
mands expressed a consciousness of the

"essential'aspects of women's oppression .
- which could lead rather rapidly to an anti-

capitalist consciousness. Consciousness '

"* of particular aspects of women's oppres-
" sion,

however, was far more widespread
than this OVerall consc1ousness of women's

'oppress1on.vFor example women in and

around - campuses were particularly sensi-—
tized “to ‘the issue of simple ‘repeal of
abortlon ‘laws. Spokespeople for poorer
women in the oppressed communities empha-
sized the need for free abortion. These °
same layer, and others in ‘the community

~ were also potentlally ‘mobilizable for

struggles for childcare. The equal pay
demand which eventually was to find a
major response “among working women was not
yet one arouhd which mass action could be
organized as most discfimination cases
were still belng handled through ‘court
cases.'”"

In the face of these dlfferentlated
layers in the movement, the YSA adopted’
an exclusive orientation to mobilizing
the widest possible layers around the sim-’
ple demand of repealing abortion laws,
which was combined -With the dem&nd for no
forced sterilization and no restrlctlve
laws on contraception. This was 'a depar-
ture from the 1970 'YSA -resolution which-
stated that "unlike the antiwar movement,
the movément for women's liberation is- -
not limited to a single central demand" '
and noted ‘that "the demands of-August 26

“* have widespread support and speak to the
" needs of the most oppressed ‘women. "

{The
Struggle for Womer's Liberation, p. 10}.:

" women was ‘a p051t1Ve one;

This departure corresponded to- a new mech-

7 anical transp051tlon of the lessons of

the antiwar movement into the women® s,
liberation movement, and to’a rlghtlst
orientation within that ‘movement. The im-'
pulse to turn the in-grown women's lib-
eration movement to broader masses ‘of
and the abor-
tion issue was one of" the more pre531ng~
and popular- ones. But the YSA simultan-
eously pulled out of all the multi-issue
women's liberation groups, junked any
campaigns around chlldcare fought agalnst
those who were trying to explaln the -
need for free abortion on demand even if
they’did not couniterpose it t6 the repeal
dematid as ‘the basis of mobilizations,

and began orientlng 'WONAAC more and more
to pressuring legislatures through self-
proclaimed mass pickets which were in
reality neither mass nor pickets, but
shamefaced lobbying. ‘

Bluntly, WONAAC was scarcely the suc-.
cess that the SWP and the YSA leaderships
claimed. Its conferences were marked by
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the walk-outs of independent women and by
the resignations of women staffers its
demonstrations remained small and 1solated
and in many areas shrank as they went
along. It would be wrong to say that WON-
AAC had shown itself so powerful that it
wrested a favorable decision from the Su-
preme Court even before women could be
fully mobilized. WONAAC did not stand on
the brink of titanic mobilizations of wom-
en; on the contrary, the resignations of
1ndependent staffers following, the last
WONAAC conference reduced WONAAC. nation-
ally to little more than a skeleton of SWP
and YSA women, with. our 1mmed1ate peri-
phery.
be judged as a block; many stemmed from
a reactionary hostility to Leninist or-
ganizations and were coupled with vitu-
perative red-baiting. Others were avoid-

(The re51gnat10ns themselves: cannot

YSA practice in the 1960s radicalization
was impressionism. This lay at the root
of the projections of rapid growth in the
YSA and of the exaggerated claims of “ir-
reversible'"turn, of the continuation of
the forms of radicalization of the 1960s
without statement until the posing of .the
question of power. The YSA documents from
the late 1960s reflect a response to the
developing radicalization: they do not _
reflect a very deep understanding of the
radicalization process. The growth of

. SDS from 250. to 100,000, to use an exam-

. icalization process;

able and were at least in part the result

of our own organlzatlonal heavy-handed-
ness and refusal to go beyond the single-
issue approach.) The Supreme Court deci-
sion, of course, did not take place in.a
vacuum- it reflected the .developing
strength of the women's movement and the
growing support for abortion law repeal
in public opinion polls. To argue that the
small and generally dispirited WONAAC
demonstrations played anything more than
a marglnal role in this process, ‘how-
ever, is totally without foundation. .

The SWP and ¥Ysa leaderships .misread
the situation in regard to the abortion
struggle in the United States. First,
they underestimated the ease with thch
the bourgeois state could meet the demand
for legal abortion. Rather than establish-
ing the idea in the minds of women activ-
ists that rights could only be won through
mass struggle, the notion that rights can
be won through the regular processes of

the bourgeois state gseemed to be confirm- .

ed. There is no indication that women
viewed WONAAC as any more a decisive fac-
tor in the abortion decision than reform-
ist,
Association for the Repeal of Abortion
Laws (NARAL). Second, they mistook the
essentially passive support for abortion
law reform or repeal for an active com-
mittment to engage in mass struggle
around the issue. Third, they 1gnored the
level of those women who were prepared

to engage in such an active struggle.
These women were prepared to fight for’
repeal of abortion laws as part of the
fight for the original demands of August

26, but not as the sole issue. The single-

issue fetishism of the SWP and YSA served
in these cases to actually narrow the
potential base,. by setting up. local WON-
AAC affiliates as rivals to existing wom-
en's groups and campaigns, rather than as
allies of them.

Impressionism

A final characteristic of SWP and

lobbying groups such as the National.

. rise of student protests
. movement,

ple, shows.the very real pace of a rad-
it does not imply a
continued growth at that pace to an or-
ganization of 300,000 or 3,000,000. The
of the antiwar
‘the rapid spread of "under-
ground," feminigt and other publlcatlons
-- all these were real. But they did not
augur the entry of an "irreversible pro-
cess." By the early 1970s "they began to
sputter -- espec1ally the student radical-

‘: ization. Why was this so? The critical

factor was ‘the development of the radical-

~ization process out of 'synchronization"

with the rise of the workers struggles.
This was not the "fault" of the Black or
women's or student movements, it did not
mean that, for example, the Black masses
should have ‘sat on their hands until the-
working class as a whole began to move.
The antlwarnmvement,for its part, was .
absolutely essential. It is simply a fact
that the peak of the 1960s radicalization
process was reached long before the rise
of working class struggles. Withaout the

f decisive entry of the bulk of the working

" class into the fight, the process could

not cqnt;nue to go forward- nor could it
simply remain at the same level. It nec-
essarily werit into a period of 1lull, of

. retrenchment, pending the entry of the

- This did not mean,

proletariat as a whole into the process., .
as bourge01s commen-
tators gloated, that the 1950s had come

' back, that we were witnessing (in the

- America."

words of Time magazine) the "¢ooling of
It did mean that the same so-

‘f cial pressures and forces which had pro-

10

pelled the 1960s radicalization wexe be-
ginning to operate within the class (es-
pecially among young workers) while the
original foci of the radicalization pro-.
cess -- especially the student population:
-~ showed a marked decline in scope and
level of activity.

The SWP and YSA, therefore, were
correct in seeing in the radicalization -
of the 1960s the nuclei of a future mass’
radicalization process. They erred in that.
they saw this future mass struggle as a
continuation of the existing structures

and ideologies of the 1960s -- in that
they saw the existing feminist, national-
ist, student, etc., movements continuing

to grow and root themselves, with the
working class as a whole entering the
struggle as a separate (if decisive) fac-



tor. They did not conceive of the worker's

struggle as transforming the existing move-

ments, of incorporating the basic demands
and needs. of women, of Blacks, of Chicanos
and Latinos and making them its own.

It is in this context that we must
examine the nature of the coming perjeod.

I1I.

THE COMING RADICALIZATION

In the spring.of 1973 a major survey
was taken among young people aged 16=25, .
involving both college students and non-
college youth living, at home. The study,
summarized in the booklet Changing ¥puth
Values in the '70s: A Study- of American
Youth by Daniel Yankelovich, reveals a
marked decline in student activism -- a
decline,. however, accompanied by a sharp
rise in the consciousness and dissatisfac-.
tion of young workers..The. results show a
deep permeation of "new social and moral
norms" among working class youth, a '"wide
and deep penetration" of the basic- con- .
cepts of the women's liberation movement,
and a weakening of the work ethic among
noncollege youth. The study states that
"campuses are guiescent, but many signs of
latent discontent appear among working-
class youth."-It notes at one point that.
"noncollege: youth today are just about -
where the college population was.in 1969,"

It makes the point.-that young workers to- “‘

day are both more disgruntled and more.
militant than their predecessors: "They
want interesting and challenging work but
they assume that their employers cannot
-- or will not -~ provide it. By their. -
own say-so, they are inclined te take
‘less. crap' than older. workers.... Being
less fearful of 'discipline' and the .-
threat of losing their jobs, they feel
free to express. their discontent in myriad
ways, from fooling around on the job.to
sabotage.... They want more freedom and.
opportunlty and they w1ll struggle to
achieve it.

WorkerADiscontent, D L

What are the reasons for the growing
discontent of young workers? To a limited
extent, the militancy and discontent
among work;ng class youth is strengthened
by a form 6Ff cross-fertilization fronm the
student movement; many young workers have
attended at : least one year of college and
were exposed.tp the student movement in
one form or another. In much- larger. degree,
however, two factors are at work: -1) As
the Yankelowvich study points out, modern
worker youth are not, as their parents
were, the products- of .the Depression.

They are far less subject to the fear of
older workers that any "rocking the boat"
will.result in dismissal. Simultaneously,
they were not a part of the mass. union- .. .
ization struggles of the 1930s and have

no illusions concerning the unions as they
are today. They see the reality of con-

servative and bureaucratized unions; some.
react: to. this with cynicism, but otbers
are determined to make the unions serve
them and their needs, rather than the
needs of entrenched bureaucrats. 2)
Young workers are subject to the same so-
cial forces as are students; - factors such
as the break—up of the bourgeois nuclear
family, the decline in religious belief,
the questioning of "traditional" cultural
and patriotic values are at least as vi-
tal an aspect of working class youth
today as they are of the student popula-
tion. Young Black workers are. the product
of the same conditions which produced the
ghetto revolts and Black student upsurges
in the 1960s.

What 1s v1tal is that the 1ncreas1ng~
number of restive and dissatisfied young
workers have/emerged at precisely. the
same moment that the United States is
plunging to an acute economic crisis. The
indications of such a crisis are already
here; a recent’ artlcle in the New York.

T1mes noted that in the month of 0ctober

and the first week of November alone
industrial production dropped 6/10 of a.
percent (not! counting large cutbacks in
auto productlon) the GNP continued to
decline (after a 2.1 percent. drop from
July~September, the third quarterly drop.
in a row), unemployment continued to' soar,
automobile sales were off 38 percent,
wholesale food prices rose 4.7 percent »
for October alone, and the wholesale price .
index rose 2.3 percent. While Ford dog—.
gedly insisted that. the U.S. was not in _
a recession, the figures indicated a com-.
bined recession/inflation pattern of a
major order.

The. government's efforts to confront
the problem range from the ludicrous to
the ominous. Ford's own proposals belong
in the former category; during one speech,
sporting a "WIN" button, he declared war
on inflation and called on Americans to
enlist to fight it. In a second speech,
he informed the people that to save money
they should clean their plates, "shop
wisely," 'and not get sick. Behind the
self-parody, however, stands a concrete,
program aimed dlrectly at poor ‘and work-
ing class Americans: cutbacks in jobs and
raises, a five percent supertax on wages,
higher gasoline taxes, all coupled with
a pattern of layoffs and production cut-
backs 1n major industry.

Significance of ‘the Crisis

11

There have, of course been major’
recessions before in the post-war period;
one occurred in the latter part of the
Eisenhower admlnlstratlon while a second’
took place during the Kennedy regime,
a third in 1970-71. None sparked a major
upheaval of the American working class. -
This crisis, however, differs not only in
the fact that it coincides with the rise

andva‘



of a discontented and militant working
class. The prior recessions took place in
the context of an overall rise in American
living standards. Even when unemployment
soared on these occasions, there was a
general -- and partially justified —-- ex-
pectation that the crisis was only transi-
tory, that the downturn would soon be over-
come. This crisis takes place in the con-
text of a spiraling crisis of éépitalism
on a world scale. The American ruling
class has been confronted with the prob-
lem of attempting to simultaneously main-
tain its hegemonic role in world capital-
ism and control of raw materials -- nec-
essitating a relentless struggle against
liberation movements in the colonial
countries -- and keep up a relatively
steady rise in the standard of living to
hold back the class struggle in the

United States. It has encountered growing
difficulties in this effort. It has been
faced with increasing competition from )
Western Europe and Japan; though the pre-
eminent overall role of U.S. capital
remains intact, American corporate inter-—.
ests have suffered from encroachments in
key sectors by its rivals. Higher U.S.
production costs and falling productivity
have added to the difficulties in this
area, making it increasingly difficult

for American-based firms to find markets
in the face of lower-priced foreign pro-
ducts. The rise of Arab finance capital
and the formation of the Organization of
Petroleum-Exporting Countries (OPEC) is
only the first and most obvious sign of
threats to American control over natural
resources in the Third World.

In the long run, American corporate
capital has but one solution: an assault
upon the standard of living of the work-
ing class. It can delay the attack through
deals with the ruling Soviet and Chinese
bureaucracies or thréugh attempts at
cooperation with its capitalist rivals;
but the assault will at most be post-
poned. The "anti-inflationary" and "anti-
recession" plans announced by federal and
state governments in company with the lay-
offs and production cutbacks very clearly
show the pattern of the future. ’

The
tion was
ening of the repressive arsenal of the
state. The incorporation of the labor bur-
eaucracies into the state system was ac-
celerated, while the Experimental Nego-
tiating Agreement (ENA) in steel marked
an ominous precedent in the abrogation of
labor unions' right to strike. Thé auto-
nomous powers of the presidency continued
to increase at an unprecedented pace; si-
multaneously, Nixon attempted to build’
popular support for the curtailment of
civil liberties by staging a series of
show trials of dissidents across the coun-
try -- exemplified by the so-called 'Chi-
cago conspiracy trial,' the repeated trials

response of the Nixon administra-

to move toward a further strength-
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of Panther leaders (Huey Newton, Bobby
Seale, Eldridge Cleaver, David-Hilliarqd,
the Panther 21 in New York), the trial

of Angela Davis, the 'East Coast Conspir-
acy! frame-up, etc. Harassment or sur-
veillance of even slightly left-of-center
groups reached a high not achieved since
the McCarthy Eraj; it was coupled with a
nationwide, sustained offensive aimed at
exterminating the Black Panther Party.
Ultimately, Nixon failed:; the ludicrous
show-trials almostuniversally produced
acquittals, giving the impression not of
a country menaced by left-winhg conspira-
tors, but of a government aimed at repres-
sion. Nixon's rémoval from office demon-
strates not that a portion of the bour-
geoisie is-oppoSed to such measures, but
that Nixon's incompetence jeopardized
such plans. The ‘result was a determined
exposure of the seamy underside of bour-
geois politics: the exposed stew of cor-
ruption, racism, anti-semitism and cyni-
cal manipulation reflect not only the
Nixon regime-but the state of bourgeois
politics in general in the United States.

One response already in evidence is
a new upsurge in rank-and-file activity
in the unions. The victories of Arnold
Miller in the United Mine Workers (UMW)
elections and Ed Sadlowski in District 31
of the United Steel Workers (USW), the
formation of militant rank-and-file cau--
cuses in almost every union show the grow-
ing dissatisfaction of union members with
the entrenched bureaucracies. (In other
cases, ironically, ‘'reform' leaders have
been defeated because of similar rank-
and-file discontent. Much of the crushing
margin of Albert Shanker's victory over
David Selden for President of the Amer-
ican Federation of Teachers stemmed from
Selden's do-nothing reputation, contrasted
to Shanker's image of a tough fighter
who 'delivers' in contract negotiations.)-
Miller and Sadlowski, et al., do not, of
course, represent a class struggle lead-
ership in the unions, but they do repre-
sent the initial level of consciousness
of workers just beginning to move into
action. ' ' :

The Form of the New Radicalization

As the struggle of American workers
and oppressed proceeds in the next period,
what form can we predict a worker radi-
calization will take? One obvious fact --
which the sectarian groups have missed
completely —-- is that it will not be com-
pletely separate from the 1960s radicali-
zation. The working class did not go into
hibernation in 1947, to pop up in the
next period untouched by the intervening
27 years. Neither, however, will the next
period be merely a lineal progression of
what occurred in the '60s; the radicaliza-
tion will have its own dynamic and char-
acteristics. )




Lenin's statement that the spontan-
eous consciousness of the working class
is economist is correct: but economism is
not the sole form of spontaneous conscious-
ness. Nationalism is similarly a spontan-
eous and partial response to one aspect
of oppression; feminism is another. There
is no abstract rule for determining whe-
ther initial radicalization will stem from
a wage struggle (economism), from racial
or national oppression, or from the oppres-
sion of women as women. What is.clear is
that workers will not separate out the
various ways in which they are oppressed;
a Black woman worker, for example, will
not divide her oppression as a Black, as
a woman and as a worker into neat cate-
gories.

Each of the streams which made up the
1960s radicalization -- including nation-
alism and feminism -- will flow into the
workers' upsurge of the 1970s. The Yank-
elovich study shows that in many ways this
process has already begun. As the strug-
gles deepen, Blacks and other minorities
will carry their specific demands into
the workers movement; as a central and mil-
itant sector of the proletariat, Black
workers will be in a position to win their
demands. Similarly, women workers will
carry their basic demands into the work-
ers' fight.

This process will not come about
because it is "good:;" nor will it take
place because we wish it. It will occur
because,
gle, it will become apparent that it must
incorporate the basic demands of Blacks,
of Chicanos and Latinos, of women, etc.
The overcoming of racist, sexist, and
other reactionary attitudes in the prole-
tariat will not come about automatically;
it will require strenuous efforts within
the class. But just as "American" work-
ers united with "foreign" workers in the
famous IWW strikes in Lawrence and Pater-
son, just as Black and white tenant farm-
ers united in the Sharecroppers Union and
Southern Tenant Farmers Union, workers: in
the next period will be able to overcome
the reactionary prejudices imposed by
capitalist society and unite in a common-
struggle against a common enemy.

It should be noted that in this pro-
cess there will also be a transformation
of the struggle of Black, other minorities
and women workers.

In the past period, we saw that the
advanced consciousness of minority work-
ers led in some cases -- the Chicano un-
ions in Crystal City, Texas, and Black
caucuses such as DRUM and ELRUM -- to sep-
arate militant formations. This was a dem-
onstrative indication of the vanguard role
of Black and Third World workers.

It would have been unthinkable for

these workers to restrict their struggles
to the lower consciousness of white work-
ers in the name of the "unity. of the work-
ing class." In a worker radicalization, we
may see episodic repetitions of this pat-
tern as Black or Latin workers go into
action significantly ahead of their fellow
workers. But as the economic crisis deep-
ens and the other sectors of the class
catch up with the Black and Latino advan-
ced layer, however, the thrust of the
struggle will enhance unity rather than
separation, a common fight rather than
separate (or separatist) ones. This will
not represent the liquidation of Black,
other minority, or women's movements;
rather, it will represent the victory of
these movements in that it will mean the
more frequent adoption of their basic
demands by the workers movement as a
whole, as a result of the combined pres-
sure of intermal caucus-type formations
and community-based committees.

Effects of the Radicalization upon

"Independent" Movements

for the workers to win their strug-

In the context of the radicalization
of the 1970s, will the existing Black,
Chicano, women's and student movements
simply pack up and go home? Of course not.
The critical factor, though, is that mass
organizations of Blacks, Latins, other
minorities and women, as they exist
today -~ organizations which focus on
those issue which are the common concern
of all Blacks, all women, etc. -- naturally
exist on a multi-class basis. In a work-
er upsurge, these mass organizations
will each have to respond to the demands
of the working class elements within it.
Some of them will not prove responsive
to worker demands and working Blacks or
Latinos or women will bypass them; others
will split; others will support the work-
ers' struggle and speak to the demands of
the working class. Such a differentiation
is inevitable; bourgeois and professional
women, for example, will not and cannot
rationally support basic demands of wom-
en workers (equal pay for equal work: no
discrimination in hiring, firing or pro-
motions; paid maternity leave, and so on).
These demands are not in the interests of
the bourgeoisie as a class, whether the
individual bourgeois is white or Black,
man or woman. The inevitable result will
be that these bourgeois elements will
break away from struggles and organiza-
tions which will orient toward the work-
ing class; the crucial problem is not
maintaining bourgeois Blacks or women in
these movements, but ensuring that petty-
bourgeois strata in the movements are won
to the side of the working class.

In the case of the third of these
possibilities -- that the mass organiza-
tions relate to proletarian demands -- it
does not mean that they will give up
specific sectoral demands in favor of
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broad, pan-working class demands. But.

the focus will be on the demands of. Black,
Latino, or women workers and. will nat-
urally include demands of concern to . the
class as a. whole.~' ) , E

The  same sort of dlfferentlatlon
will take place in'the student milieu.
College and university students have sig=
nificantly different backgrounds. from:. -
their counterparts ' in the 1930s;:
come from working class families and
backgrounds. But while the proportions: -
may change, there is no reason to:assume
that the pattern of the '30s -- when one
segment of the student population vig-
orously backed the workers and a ‘second
group*helped: to provide:scabs =«~.will
change. In the 1930s,:it was:the first -
segment which played the prime role in
the construction of the radicalizing
student milieu -- in the building of an:
antiwar campaign; in the. development of
the American Student Union. This is the
most likely variant in the comlng perlod_
as well.

The ‘Pattern of xhe Radlcallzatlon L

The ‘basic pattern of the Emerq1ng'>

radicalization can thus be roughly out- "=

lined. The decisive. enttry of the working-
class into’ the radicalization will nec- . =
essarily shift the entire  focus and .:
course of that radicalization process--
The labor movement will ‘tend to-move °
frequently,; incorporate into-itself,
spearheaded  by. Black and :other' oppres-
sed workers, the demands of theispec- ":. .
ially oppressed layers:of. the' class. The
existing movements aof Blacks, of:Chi-=
canos, of Puerto Ricans,;of Asian~Amer-
icans and Native Americans, of women,
will divide along class lines, with sec-
tions of these movements .adding: their :
weight to the proletarian struggle and:
fighting for theé specific demands of .
their portion of the working class. This.
will not mean, of. course, that the union
struggle-will simply swallow up.every
liberation movement. The'rmovement of..
Blacks and other oppressed minorities,: -
and. of women- for liberation will:.contin-.
ue both within and outside of ‘the union

movement: -- within because the-labor move-

ment will incorporate basic demands of
these movements: into itself; outsidle
because minority .and women workers and -
their allies require autonomous organi-
zational. expression to guarantee the.
reallzatlon of thelr full llberatlon.

It is therefore 1nsuff1c1ent for
the YSA to continue its’'past orientation
and practice; nar is it. enough to -add
union and/or strike support work to our
past areas of work and intervention. We
must understand the overall pattern of
the coming :struggles. and:intervene pre-
cisely and selectively to ensure the best
possible position of the YSA in the next

far more =
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period. The next. section of this document
will focus on the form and content of our
intervention in the coming year.

III. THE WAY FORWARD

- It should be noted once- again that
there are no.'"independent" struggles or
sectors that are not affected.by the gen-
eral central political questions of the
day. In any fight, the YSA has: to keep in:
mind through its interventions the.need to
conduct a struggle.against reactionary
ideas and forces:in every movement;. above
all, racism and sexism in portions of .
the labor movement; but also,; "women as:

a class": theories 1n the women's move-—. . .«
ment; elitism and anti-working class
blases in the student milieus; etc.

Whlle every struggle will necessar—wf
ily raise and emphasize certain issues
and. slogans over others, it is not *"sub-
stitutionism" to fight to overcome. such ..
reactionary and divisive views. -On. the )
contrary such a fight is:necessary to .. ~.
ensure that every:movement:,we support.can
attain as strong- and unlfled'base of. sup-
port as p0551ble. - . :

It is. nonetheless useful in dlscus-
sing areas of. intervention. for the coming
period to delineate certain broad areas
of work and outline basic slogans and
campaigns in these areas. These include
general labor support; Black struggles,
Chicano and Latino struggles, the women's
liberation movement, anti-imperialist -
work, support of comrades around the
world,- and other: campaigns and activities
(gay work and. the elections). It is also
useful to examine forces out51de the YSA.

1. Propaganda and Ag;tatlon Around Issues
Facing Labor ARt .

~The grave proportion of the current
recession and the world context in which
it takes place have put the questions
related to the state of the economy in
the center of political.life, thrusting
them onto even the most bread-and-butter
struggles of the working class. This po-.
litical reality must guide the YSA in all
its fields of intervention. The Trotsky-—
ist movement has answers at a program-
matic level to. the-questions of unemploy-
ment, inflation, speed-up and state-inter- .-
vention-on the side of the bosses. There
is now a need to propagandize for these
concepts on a much larger scale. At the
same time, although the basis for united-
front-type-mass-action coalitions has
narrowed since 1971, and has not yet sub- -
stantially broadened again, there are op-
portunities for the YSA joining or initi-
ating mass struggles around these issues.

The fact that the YSA remains a pre-
dominantly student organization in no way
minimizes the extent to which the YSA should



campaign around these central political
issues, or leave them to another organi-
zation. To do so would be to adapt to

the YSA's composition by limiting the

YSA to student concerns. It would be a
form of sectoralist adaptation. All the
sectors where the YSA intervenes, in-
cluding the main one -- the campuses --
are materially affected by these central
political questions. An important layer
of student radicals is searching for
answers to them. There are a number of
vehicles for this propaganda campaign and
for actions around specific demands raised
by sections of the masses. We will indi-
cate some. of them here.

Labor Questions andvElectidn Campaighs

While not llmlted of course, to -
questions directly related to the econom-
ic struggle of the workers, fhe campaigns
should put major emphasis on this theme,
in this period. Election campaigns per se
will be dealt with later in this document.
What is important here is to note that
election campaigns can be a prime means
of propagandizing around basic issues of-
concern to working people, and even of
influencing the direction of actual strug-
gles in an agitational manner.

The most recent SWP campaigns --
especially the campaign of Ed Heisler. in
Illinois -- have moved toward such an ap-
proach. The contrast between such cam-
paigns and those of two years ago is ob-
vious and welcome, and goes beyond a simple
change of constituency due to the con- .
juncture. The centrality of the war has
been replaced by the centrality of the
economic crisis. This has forced the
working class back into the center of our
program, foreshadowing its moving into
action in reality. It has given a new
unifying approach .to our campaigns which
is a step forward from the former adapta-
tion to sectoralist concerns, with its
myriad of special constituency candidates
and programs.. At the same time, our can-
didates must remain the voice of all the
struggles of the oppressed, remember their
internationalist duties even in the most
parochial races, and address themselves
to the concerns of the most conscious
militants not only in introducing the
vision of socialism,. but also in offer-
ing strategic solutlons for their struggle.

As concern over economic issues
gives way to workers' struggles over
economic issues, it will become necessary
to move beyond the unfocused and diffuse
program of general socialist propaganda
of our campaigns. A good example of how
a campaign can speak to issues emerging
from workers' struggles was the recent
campaign of the Revolutionary Marxist
Group (RMG) in Canada, for the elections
to Parliament. The RMG platform -- "A

Program of Struggle for Canadian Workers"
-- focused on basic demands of the Canad-
ian working class. They put forward de-
mands centered on the fight against in-
flation (reopening of all contracts: a
cost-of-living increase; opening the
books of the capitalist to show their
real profit), against unemployment (re-
duced work week with no loss of pay, pro-
viding jobs and income for all, occupa-
tion of shut-down enterprises to force
nationalization without compensation
under workers' control), democracy in.
the trade unions and union solldarlty
with workers struggles around the world.
It called for specific tactics of worker
action against employers'and state re-
pression. The RMG platform was intend-
ed and was utilized for the specific
purpose of aiding the working class in
mobilizing for these struggles. It is
true that the pan-Canadian state had
just experienced a massive rise of
workers struggles in Quebec and a gen-
eral strike of railroad workers and
postal workers, both of which directly
confronted the state as their employer.
But it does show how a campaign can
serve not only as a generalized means of
getting out socialist ideas, but as a
concrete tactic for intervening in
workers struggles and putting forward
proposals that can be picked up by van-
guard workers.

Strike Support

- cipate in future mass strikes,
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Recently, the strike by the bitum-
inous coal miners raised the need for
widespread strike support. Strike sup-
port work based on forces outside the
particular group of workers on strike is
important both as a means of making up ,
for the weakness of revolutionaries with-
in that particular union and for the gen-
eral themes which it can serve to illus-
trate in action. Its purposes are: 1)
to eliminate the union burearcracy's abil-
ity to point to the strike's isolation as '
a means of blackmail against militants.
This strengthens the class struggle wing
among the strikers; 2) to develop con-
scious solidarity with those workers on
the front line among the other organized
workers; breaking down the conception
that each union can best achieve its goals
on -its own; and 3) to rally unorganized
workers, unemployed students and various
middle layers in support of organized .
labor's struggles as a means of prepar—
ing more long-term alliances between these
layers and the working class.

The United Mineworkers strike can be
useful as a model of the type of strike
support work in which the YSA can parti-
in auto,
steel, rail or other major sectors of the
work force. A problem which is posed in
regard to this (or any future ) UMW strike



is common to any major strike in the United
States -- the leadership of the union.
While Miller is not a -Boyle or a Meany,
he is in no sense a determined class strug-
gle leader. One by one, he shelved,
postponed or put aside the original de-
mands of the Miners for Democracy; the
MFD itself has been dissoived. The UMW
strike was viewed by Miller and his as-
sociates as a demonstration of his own
"militancy"” as well as an escape valve
for militant rand-and-file pressure upon
him. 1In this context, the UMW leaders
have made no attempt to build support
for the strike in the rank—and file of
other unions, or to call for support in
the broader public. (Given the long--
standing hostility of the AFL-CIO offi-
cialdom to the independent UMW, little
aid could be expected from that quarter;
this is especially true in view of the
danger that pro-Miller reform forces
can represent to the conservatized
leaders of AFL-CIO unions.)

The major task of the ¥SA in such
instances is therefore to mobilize what-
ever support it can in the areas where it
intervenes. Three concrete fields of
activity are€ particularly important here:
local and/or campus strike support com-
mittees, CLUW and work inside of trade
unions. The various strike support com-
mittees established during the 1969 Gen-
eral Electric strike provide valuable
lessons for future YSA strike support
work. In a few areas, unfortunately,
committees became de facto fronts for
various left sects. These "strike sup-
port committees" focused their energies
far more on "exposing" the union leader-
ship rather than on providing actual
support to the strike. To ensure that
strike support committees be established
on as broad a basis as possible -- in-
cluding invitations to local unions,
independent activists, etc., general
appeals "to and leafleting of the campus
and/or community can also be effective:
requests for food, supplies, money, are
prime tasks for such a committee.

the

A second area of work useful for
strike support is the Coalition of Labor
Union Women (CLUW). CLUW per se will
be discussed elsewhere in this document;
what is lmportant is that one of the stated
goals of CLUW is strike support work.
Comrades 'in CLUW should introduce res-
olutions calling for support to strlkes-
in a case such as the UMW strike, com-
rades should seek to have CLUW chapters
invite striking unionists to address
meetings and take charge of support work
in a whole séries of other areas as well.

Flnally, comrades in unions should
seek to build support for the strike
among their co-trade unionists. In sit-
uations such as a miners strike, the

bourgeois media consciously works to de-
velop antagonisms between various sectors
of the work force, stressing layoffs in
steel, auto and other workers due to the
coal strike. <Comrades should put for-
ward resolutions supporting the strike
in question; such resolutions involve
discussions of labor solidarity which
can play an educational role, as well as
helping to bolster the morale of the
striking workers. Comrades should also
seek to get their union local to con-

tribute to support of the striking union.

In general, it is necessary to inter-
vene with audacity and vigor. To break
through the media barrage aimed at the
striking union, it is often a requisite
to capture attention through a gesture

* which is both dramatic and useful to

the striking workers. Besides mass

- leafleting, appeé@s for aid,  demonstra-

' money,

tions, etc., a strike such as the UMW's
could be aided by such a gesture as a
call for a caravan of supporters to go
to the areas affected to show their sup-
port and walk the picket lines. They
could bring medical and food supplies,
clothing or other necessities;
their very act of mobilizing to go to
the area would serve to publicize the
strike and establish that not all of

- the community agrees that the strike is

a "menace" or "selfish" or "uncalled

, for" and "inflationary."

"in their localities.

Unipon Organizing Campaigns

In addition to support for strikes,
comrades- should work whenever possible
to aid organizing efforts among workers
Obviously, the YSA
does not have the size or scope to par-
ticipate in such an effort everywhere

"union organizing efforts are taking

" locals or fractions.

' graphing statements,
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place; further, in some cases of routine
NLRB elections, the union may neither
need or welcome any outside support.

In other cases,
can furnish concrete
is particularly true

however, YSA locals
assistance. This
in regard to campus
University and
college employees -- clerical, staff
and professors  -- are increasingly in-
volved in organizing campaigns. Cler-
ical and staff are especially apt to be
subject to severe harassment from the
school administration, and are the most
in need of aid. Students are often un-
informed concerning the struggles of
these workers, and therefore apathetic:
in some cases, theyare openly antagonistic
to the workers. - The YSA can help in
these cases by organizing support com-
mittees, by helping to distribute mater-
ials, by helping with such tasks as mimeo-
posting notices, etc.
YSA comrades inside and outside student
governments should demand that the stu-



dent government provide funds, supplies
and assistance to the workers. Comrades
should also strive to get the workers
case explained in campus and community
media -- the press, radio and television.

In general, the tasks of the ¥YSA
in this area are similar to those it faces
in regard to strike support activity. In
both cases, its goal must be to provide
as much aid and build as broad a base as
possible for the struggle of the workers
in question.

Trade Union Fractions

It has not been the practice for the
YSA to have union fractions; indeed, the
YSA leadershlp has 1ntervened on- several
occasions to discourage such fractions in
locals where they have been established.
The rationale for this has been that the
YSA is a student organization and that
young workers are recruited dlrectly to
the party.

In regional centers, there is some
basis for this. Those few YSA trade
unionists not in the SWP have generally
been invited to work with the appropriate
party fraction. In regional locals, how-
ever, a difficulty has emerged. There
are a number of comrades in regional locals
who are actively involved in unions or
organizing committees. The ruling out of
trade union fractions (as it has in the
past) in these areas should not prevent
comrades from engaging in union work;
the lack of such fractions merely en-
sured that their work took place with-
out organized and planned direction from
the local.

It goes without saying that a trade
union fraction is not a necessity wherever
a comrade is a union member; likewise; a
fraction made up of comrades in a wide
variety of industries and unions is not
always useful. Where a number of com-
rades are engaged in the same (or similar)
work, however, 'a fraction is both useful
and desirable. Such fractions should be
authorized, with 1mplementat10n left to

the locals.

Unem l;yed and Mobile Youth

The rate of unemployment of youth
is approx1mate1y double of that in
equivalent categorles of the general pop-’
ulation. Many of the gains which the CP
(and, to a lesser extent, the SP and
the Workers Party -- the Musteites) made
in the 1930s were through a militant
organizing drive among the unemployed
through groups such as the CP's National
Unemployed Council. The rising number
of unemployed -- particularly Black and
other minority workers -- justify the
beginnings of a campaign around the
issue of unemployment. We must attempt
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to reach out to unemployed workers demand-
ing: 1) Guaranteed jobs at union wages:

2) 30 hours work at 40 hours pay to ex-
pand free time and create new jobs; - 3)
reallocation of federal, state and local
funds toward areas (construction, health
care, education) which will aid in creat-
ing new jobs; and 4) full employment
compensation at union wages.

There is also a broad layer of youth
who experience in the same way a number
of problems: the restrictions of their
family, the authoritarianism of educa-
tional institutions, police brutality,
discrimination in employment and the glum
prospects of enrolling in the armed forces.
Many are between jobs, or between terms
in school, or between periods of un-
employment and the army. We must seek
to attract these youth to the ¥YSA through
our activities.

Black Struggles

The struggle of the Black masses
is a central component of the class strug-
gle in the United States. If the YSA
is to become in fact as well as in aspir-
ation the revolutionary youth organiza-
tion in the United States, it is absolute-
ly crucial for the YSA to become deeply
implanted in the Black and Third World
communities. Involvement in Black strug-
gles in the coming period will take a
number of forms -- the fight against
racism, political prisoners work, an
orientation to community colleges and
Black workers. It is also necessary,
given recent events in Boston, to take
up a whole series of questions relating
to busing.

The Fight Against Racism

The YSA must become recognized as
a prime factor in the fight against
racism by the masses of Blacks and Third
World people in this country. Both last
year's Political Resolution and John
Hawkins' Black Struggle Report empha-
sized this as a necessity. 1In the year
since the convention, however, the YSA,
with the notable exceptlon of Boston,
has not become involved in the sort of
continuing, day-in, day-out way which
would serve to establish the YSA in the
eyes of Black people as such an organi-
zation. It is unfortunate that the YSA
has not, in most areas, seen fit to
assign this work the same priority as
has the Stalinist YWLL. " The result has
been in case after case to leave the
field wide open for the CP/YWLL and
its reformist proposals. The next year
provides us w1th ample opportunity to
change this.

One crucial aspect of the struggle
is the need for day-to-day involvement
in local struggles -- community organiz-



ing campaigns, the fight against discrim-
inatory practices on the job and in hiring,
rent strikes, community control. fights in
the schools, defense of Black studies
programs under attack, high school blow-
outs, etc. The YSA can gain in two con-
crete ways through such work: 1) It can
make its identity known to the Black com-
munity in the area and establish itself

as a force which the community can count
upon to participate in its struggles. - 2)
It can recruit directly to the YSA, espec-
ially in the case of high school student
struggles.

YSA support in these fights can take
a wide variety of forms. It can involve
publicizing them in our press, allowing
community leaders involved in these strug-
gles to .speak at out forums; aiding in
production and distribution of materials;
building support groups for the fights in
areas where we have strength (both nation-
ally and locally), and so on. In every
case, however, the involvement of our
comrades must be serious, active, intense
and ongoing.

Racism and Free Speech

The question of how to deal with
racist organizations and individuals is,
also important here. Two specific types
of situations are involved -- the local-
ized rooting of racist and/or facist
groups such as Rights of White People in
North Carolina, the National States Rights
Party (NSRP), the Klan, neo-Nazi groups
in various cities and the propaganda cam-
paigns of racist academics such as Shockley
Jensen and Herrnstein.

In the first category, we should not
overemphasize the importance of these
groups. Facism is not a major phenomenon
in the United States at this time on a
national scale. But wherever and when-
ever such groups establish a base -- and
in communities such as South Boston there
is certainly a potential for such groups
to root themselves -- we must confront
the sityation squarely.. .

The importance of Shockley, Jensen,
Herrnstein, Banfield, et al., does not
lie simply in the abstract thrust of their
views; they have provided racists with an
academic cover which they have not had in
decades. The effect which the views of
these and similar "intellectuals" has
had and will have in regard to cutbacks
in funding of Black aid programs, etc.,
has been documented not only in the left
press but the works of such academics as
Noam Chomsky.

Two obviously incorrect methods of
dealing with racist individuals and organ-
izations have been advanced. On the one
hand, various sectarian groups, notably
the Spartacists, have derided the fight
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as "utopian,"” as racism will always exist
under capitalism. On the other, forma-
tions such as the Progressive Labor Party
and Party for Workers' Power have taken
a substitutionist stance, engaging in ad-
venturist confrontations without the
slightest effort to involve broad layers
in the struggle.

While the YSA has successfully avoid-
ed both of these errors, its own approach
has been fundamentally propagandist. We
have limited ourselves to distributing
material exposing the racists, arguing
that to attempt to prevent them from
speaking diverts the issue from the views
of the racists to the question of free
speech. This argument is incorrect. It
has long been a tenet of revolutionary
Marxists that racists and fascists do

. not have any right to organize, hold

meetings or express their views and that,
when the balance of forces was sufficient
to afford even a chance of success, that
revolutionary forces should intervene
against them. It was on this basis that
American Trotskyists took an the fascist
followers of Father Coughlin in the 1930s.

. The question of the right of fascists

and racists to speak is not counterposed
to the exposure of their views; on the
contrary, the questions are intimately
interrelated. We oppose the right of
these organizations and individuals to
spread their poison because of the nature
of those views and the concrete effect
these views can have.

The recent campaign of the Interna-
tional Marxist Group in Britain and the
Canadian Revolutionary Marxist Group
against these vermin provide a solid
example of the sort of struggle which can
be waged. The actions of our RMG com-
rades in regard to a Western Guard/NSRP
forum in Toronto are particularly use-
ful as a model of the sort of approach
which the YSA can take. The RMG did
not (as PL does) simply march in and take
on the fascists. Rather, it organized
a united front through a well-advertised
and attended public meeting on campus
and built a campaign against the fascist
Stoner on the widest possible basis.
Neither, however, did the RMG comrades
avoid the fight to prevent Stoner from
speaking on campus; they took the position
that if a balance of forces at all favor-
able could be constructed, that no fascist
forum would be held. The prevention
of the speech did not hinder the debate
about the views of Stoner, the NSRP or
the Western Guard; on the contrary, the
campus underwent a very thorough discus-

. sion on every aspect of the situation in

the period immediately following the abor-
tive forum. On most American campuses,
with solid blocs of Blacks and other
specially oppressed students, the ability
to build such a broad united front is
correspondingly enhanced. Similarly, in



major urban centers, there is no lack of
opportunity to take on racist and neo-
fascist groups head on in coalitions with
the most militant Black and other oppressed
groups and individuals.

Political Prisoners Work

The defense of Black and other non-
white political prisoners has largely
become a haven for the CP/YWLL and the
sects. The results of domination by either
have been disastrous. -The CP, building
skillfully on its defense of Angela Davis,
has become by far the most impor tant force
on the left in this field, but it openly
picks and chooses which prisoners it will
defend. The result --.as Gary Lawton
pointed out in a bitter letter to Davis --
has been the throwing of such unglamorous
political prisoners. as Ruchell Magee to the
wolves., As for the sects, their "defense"
efforts have frequently done more -harm than
good. to the prisoners. Venceremos (a now-
defunct Maoist group) was typical in its
defense of Billy Dean Smith, a Black sol-
dier accused of "fragging" two officers in
Vietnam. Venceremos leaflets (emblazoned
with an AK-47 automatic :rifle) proudly
asserted that Smith had blown up the
officers and explalned why this was.pro--
gressive.. Such an approach does not seem
calculated to build a mass base. :

It is unfortunate that, confronted
with the hegemony of other groups, .in .this
field, the YSA has, as a general rule,
played a more or less inactive role in
this sphere. In. the past defense work
around Ruchell Magee, Huey Newton, Bobby
Seale, George Jackson, Martin Sostre, the
Panther 21 in New York and Angela Davis,
the YSA has (except sporadically in -local
areas) played no major role at all. In
many cases, of course, the sectarianism
of the various defense committees vis-a-
vis the SWP and YSA made work within such
a committee all but impossible. Yet this .
in no way lessened the responsibility of
the YSA to defend these militants as
vigorously as possible; these prisoners
were not under attack, after all, because
the Panthers or CP have an incorrect
ideology. They were the subject of
vicious oppression from the state precisely
because of the threat to the state which
their popularity and strength in the Black
community represented. . Many of these -
defense committees included a number of
healthy independents -- Black and white --
who were primarily active in this. field,
rather than an area where the YSA was more
involved. To these independents, the
generally lethargic attitude of the YSA
(coupled with a fairly common YSA prac-
tice of "participating" in such committees
by sending a single observer to meetings
to take notes) served to prejudice them
against the YSA and our ideas.

In the coming period, the YSA should

seek wherever possible to operate in a
non-sectarian manner with major defense
committees. It may well be that we will
be barred from some of these. committees.
In such cases, we should make clear our
commitment to defend these militants by
offering to help raise funds earmarked
for defense and offer to distribute de-
fense materials at our lit tables. Cov-

. erage of Black and Third World political
prisoners should be sharply increased in
Young Socialist. Press coverage in The
Militant must be followed with concrete
and active involvement in ongoing work,
wherever possible.

Our Orientation

1f we are serious about recruiting
Black students to the YSA, we have to go
where they are. In the past, YSA locals
and work have been predominatly centered
in more or less "elite" state and private
universities and colleges. There is a
good reason for this, of course; YSAers
no less than other college students tend
to have enrolled in college originally
to attain some sort of decent education
-- and a decent education is conspicuous.
by its absence. from most Black state and
community colleges. Yet the YSA's orien-
tation has tended to isolate it not only
from the bulk of Black students, but,
more importantly, from the most militant
and radicalized Black students.

How do we deal with this? It is not
necessary for us to pack up all our cam-
pus locals and fractions and ship. them
all off elsewhere. To orient toward Black
community and state colleges, however,
requires two conscious decisions on our
part: 1) to allocate a number of cadre,
particularly in urban centers, to such
campuses in their area. Preferably,
this would involve transferring a nucleus
to such a school if this is not possible,
a work fraction centered on the school
should be established. 2) Regional
recruitment should be focused primarily
(though not, of course, exclusively) on
such campuses. In Tennessee, for example,
efforts should be directed toward Tennes-
see State, Memphis State and Knoxville
College rather than the University of Tennes-
See; in North Carolina, toward North Caro-
lina Central, Winston-Salem State (and the
predomlnantly Native American Pembroke
State) rather than toward UNC at Chapel
Hill and Duke; in urban centers, toward

- community colleges such as Malcolm X and
Roosevelt in Chicago, toward Merritt and
Laney in the Bay Area, and so on.

A second problem emerges here, how-
ever: the majority of young Blacks are
located not on campuses, even at community
colleges, but in the urban work force,
many of them unemployed. Within the work-
ing class, young Blacks form the nucleus
of much of the militant opposition to the
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union bureaucracy. In major cities, Blacks
form the backbone of caucuses in union
after union, especially in the United Auto
Workers, the United Steel Workers and
other unions in basic industry. Workers
in such caucuses -- who have already come
into action on at least an implicit class
struggle program —-- are in many cases re-
ceptive to our ideas, if we patiently win
their political confidence. More immedi-
ately accessible,; although possibly less
stable, are layers of young workers who
have been generally affected by the radi-
calization, either in the form of accept-
ing new values, or of experiences as Viet-
nam veterans, or graduates of high school
or ghetto revolts. They tend to be less
interested in union affairs unless strug-
gles are taking place, and many lean
toward escapist solutions. Struggles
against racial discrimination by compan-
ies and by unions have taken place. There
is a necessity for the YSA in areas with
a significant Black work force to orient
toward it and its struggles -- in terms

of sales of our press at plant gates,
support in our press and through hand-
outs of their strikes and demands, invi-
tations to Black union militants to speak
at our forums and so on., We should pub-
licize demands which speak to the needs

of these struggles, such as: Jobs for
All, No Layoffs; No Racial Discrimination
in Hiring or Promotion Procedures; Plant-
Wide Seniority, etc.

Busing

The racist upsurge in Boston has once
again confronted us with a whole series
of questions regarding busing and related
issues. While a thorough discussion is
not possible in the context of this doc-
ument, a few points need to be made.

First, on busing itself, there should
be unanimity regarding our total defense
of the right of Black and other oppressed
children to attend any school of their
choice. In this context, of our defense
of this basic right, we have to deline-
ate the limitations of the specific court
order in Boston -- a rotten scheme which
ships Roxbury children to decaying South
Boston schools, and Southie children to
decaying Roxbury schools, while leaving
the elite, white suburban schools -- the
only decent schools in the area -- total-
ly untouched. We are in favor of an even
more comprehensive desegregation and
busing plan. That is, while we support
the right of Black students to attend
South High (if they so desire), we also
support their right to attend any other
school in the area. We must not be caught
in the trap of. limiting our support to
Judge Garrity's cynical manuever.

Second, there is no principled reason

why, in the current context, revolution-
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aries cannot call upon the state to imple-
ment its formal duty to protect the Black
community. The state, after all, placed
the children in jeopardy through the
Garrity order in the first place, yet it
has cynically withheld any protection of
them. The tactical question of whether

to emphasize such a call, however, must
also be considered; we should never, of
course, place the slightest faith in any
"mediatory" role of the federal troops.
Recent articles in The Militant have
helped here to clear up the confusion on
this point which existed in the first
articles on Boston. While calling for
federal troops can play a role in ex-
posing such liberals as Senator Kennedy
(who counterposes troops to praying),

the emphasis on a call. for troops should
be secondary to a call for self-defense
by the Black community and its allies.
This call is not only a necessity if
troops are not sent it; it is also essen-
tial if federal troops are sent it, as' they
may well shed their guise of "neutrality"
and openly side with the racists against

a burgeoning Black movement. (In Northern
Ireland, for example, British troops were
at first welcomed by the Catholic commun-
ity; the troops very rapidly showed their
support for the Protestants, however.)

The self-defense call, unfortunately, is
not sufficient by itself, as it does not
speak to the needs of Black children

bused out of the ghetto into predominantly
white areas.

Two other possibilities present them-
selves in regards to calls for defense of
the Black community and students. A call
for "workers defense guards" to aid the
Black community is totally nonsensical
in the current context; a far more relevant
demand could involve union participation
in monitoring committees. Some liberal
bureaucrats have taken verbal stands
against the racist violence; it is thére-
by possible for us (especially in areas
where we have union comrades) to call upon
the bureaucrats to place themselves on the
line beside the Black students.

Finally, the December 14 demonstra-
tion is an excellent approach to the task
of mobilizing nationwide solidarity with
the Black community in Boston. This de-
monstration, which is being built at the
time this document is being written --
involving civil rights activists, trade
unions, independent militants, other left
formations and individuals -- can help
capture the imagination and enthusiasm of
all anti-racist forces in the United States
and will be of concrete aid in mobilizing
defense of the endangered Black communitv.
The YSA's initiatives in this regard have
been exemplary. '

Beyond this, we must deal not only
with busing, which is the struggle going



on today, but with the basic causes of
rotten slum schools. Specifically, we
must call for the elimination of a school
system based on local property taxes -- a
system which creates excellent schools in
the rich neighborhoods and totally in-
adequate schools in poor neighborhoods.
We must call for a system in which every
school receives basically equal funding
for repairs, salaries, materials, etc. --
the funds to come from equalization of
funding on a metropolitan basis, increased
taxes on corporations and massive federal
aid. The struggle must be seen in- ‘the
context of a fight for free quality
education for all. While this is said,
we state that we must not make the mis-
take of substituting tomorrow's victories
(quality education) for today's struggles
(busing), and in that struggle, we place
ourselves always at the side of the most
oppressed.

3. Chicano and Latino Struggles

Much of what was said in regard to
intervention into the fight against racism,
political prisoners work, an orientation
toward community colleges, and so on,
applies here as well as it does in regard
to the Black population. The struggles
of Chicanos and other Latin peoples in
the United States, however, have developed
special features as well, which must be
dealt with specifically. For example, ‘the
language problem of Spanish-speaking’
people -- that is, the problem of a state
which has imposed the English language:
by force -- means that more than just
busing is needed to give Spanish-speaking
people and their communities equality in
education, even as a temporary measure
until free quality education for all is
achieved. The privileged school commit-
tees have attempted to use this to: make
Latinos accept inferior quality educa-
tion.
won the right to speak Spanish in their
own schools are not apt to be enthusiastic
over throwing the right away by being
shipped to a predominantly Anglo school.
(We have also seen in several Southwestern
cities the incredible spectacle of
Chicanos being classified as "white
students" for busing purposes, so that
Black children are bused into Anglo and
Chicano schools, but only Chicano children
are bused into Black schools.) We respond
to this situation in two ways: 1) We
fight for the right of Chicano and Latino
students to have bilingual programs and
all-Spanish curricula located in all avail-
able facilities according to their need
and not just in old barrio schools. (This
also applies, of course, to other commun-
ities in which English is not the first
language -- Chinese- and Japanese-American
populations, etc.) 2) As in the case
of the Black community, we must stress
the breaking up of the current system of
education and its replacement by one which

Thus, students who have only recently
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provides a decent education for all children.
must be discussed con-
to the struggles of
Spanish-speaking peo-
ples in the U.S.: 1) the fight for
freedom for Puerto Rico; 2) La Raza Unida
Party; 3) the question of undocumented
workers.

Three issues
cretely in regard
Chicano and other

Freedom for Puerto Rico

The issue of Puerto Rican independence,
dormant since the crushing of the nation-
alist uprising led by Pedro Albizu Campos
in 1950, has ‘once again come to the fore.
The United States stands in violation of
a ruling by the United Nations Special
Committee -on Decolonization of Puerto
Rico and has been condemned by a growing
number of countries for its policies.
More importantly, the freedom movement
has grown both in Puerto Rico and among
Puerto Ricans in the United States. The
most recent manifestation of this was a
rally of 25,000 in Madison Square Garden
on October 27, cosponsored by the Partido
Socialista Puertoriqueno (PSP).

The PSP has launched a major campaign
under the slogan "A Bicentennial without
Colonies." While the slogan could imply
a two-year delay, it does have a potential
for reaching large numbers of people by
showing the incongruity of celebrating
the 200th anniversary of an anti-colonial
revolution-while simultaneously maintain-
ing an iron grip on colonies all over the
world. We must couple this in our press
with explicit support of the Puerto Rican
people's struggle for self-determination
and socialism. It also provides a frame-
work for discussing the situation in the
United States' other colonial possessions:
Guam, "American" Samoa, the Virgin Islands,
Micronesia and the Panama Canal Zone. :

In the past, the YSA has often taken
a sectarian attitude toward the PSP's
political evolution toward socialism.
This has not, of course, been unilateral;
but we cannot control the actions of the
PSP and we can take responsibility for
our own. We should seek to work closely -
with the PSP in support of Puerto Rican
independence -- cosponsoring (where
possible) demonstrations, rallies and
forums, offering to help build meetings
and actions and distributing pro-inde-
pendence material. At present, the PSP
represents the most militant and conscious
sector of the Puerto Rican masses; to
allow the CP/YWLL a free hand in its
relations with such a group would be a
tragic error. The YSA has, in all frank-
ness, been extremely tardy in its apprecia-
tion of the problem of Puerto Rico; it
cannot afford to miss current opportunities
in the movement.

La Raza Unida Party




The contradictions in the RUP have
accelerated in the recent period, pro-
ducing differentiations in the political
orientation of its different components.
Some trends have oriented toward munici-
pal action for reform (Gutierrez in Crystal
City); others are seeking: to build a base
for pressure politics qon a state level
(Ramsey Muniz in Texas); in Los Angeles,
the RUP chapter has taken a stand for
tightening of the border against. undoc--:
umented workers: in Colorddo, debates over
the role of electoral action have taken
place. These differentiations offer op-
portunities for discussing our own per-
spectives. Our aim should be to extend
critical support to RUP election campaigns
where they represent a step forward toward:
working class political action.- This,
we can judge on the basis of .program, . .
origins in struggle and composition, in
each concrete case. - We should also .par-
ticipate in RUP act1v1t1es outside. of. the
electoral arena. This dlfferentlatlon in
the RUP confirms the position that a mass..
nationalist party with a class struggle
platform is an absurdity. _In the absence
of a politically active working class
movement, the drawing power of bourgeois
forces becomes overwhelming, and -the only
way to save at least a section of this
formation is to politicize it into an
openly socialist formation. This happened
to the PSP's predecessor, the MPI, prior
to the present upsurge of Puerto: Rlcan
workers. We should seek to repeat that.
experience with RUP. In the case.of a

high level of activity by the working:class,

the ideologically nationalist character -
of any massive organization of proletarian
Chicanos would tend to diminish.. ,It would
give way to class solidarity, while- the
organization would retain its.autonomy

in the fight against the spec1al oppre551oﬁ

of Chicanos.

Undocumented Workers

The campalgn against undocumented
workers has reached a new pitch; attempts
have been made by the government to blame
the undocumented workers for the rising
unemployment, by the grotesque assertion:
that if all "illegal immigrants" were
deported five million jobs would be made
available.
including the United Farm Workers whose. '
strike and boycott we should continue to
support -- have joined this campaign.

The campaign against undocumented.
workers bears a number of points of resem-.
blance to the rightest offensive against
“foreign workers" (Algerians, Turks and
Southern Europeans prlmarlly) in such
European countries as France, Sw1tzerland
Luxemburg, West Germany .and Austrla. The
major differences are that in the .United
States the government has taken the lead
in the offensive and that undocumented
workers in the U.S. -- without papers,

without work permits, without:-a formal
right to even be in the country under
racist immigration laws -- are in a far
more precarious position than their
European counterparts.. ’

The primary tasks of the YSA in the
face of this. campaign are both education-
al and agitational; the fights waged by
our comrades in. the FCR, LMR/RML, GIM,
GRM and other European sections can pro-
vide a useful model for us in this strug-
gle. A major difficulty of course, is
that the documented workers are. scarcely
in a position to organize and fight for
their right to remain in the United States
with any degree of freedom whatsoever. .

The tasks of .the YSA include - 1) -
education on this issue through our press,
forums and other publications, . 2).organ-
izing demonstrations and rallies in defense
of the undocumented workers and 3) aid-
ing in whatever manner possible the poli-
tical and legal fights of the undocumerited
workers; this could involye contributing
whatever legal. talent we have at our dis-
posal, petitioning, demands. that labor.
leaders civil rights organizations and
SO on to accompany our demonstrations and
rallies on the issue. - Comrades in labor
unions should introduce resolutions ex-
posing the racist offensive and calling
for support for the undocumented workers;
comrades on-campus- can play a similar,
role in regard- to. sfudent governments and
campus organizations., CLUW, of course,
is a major channel for such efforts.

4. WOMEN'S STRUGGLE

At presedt, the major work of our
women comrades  has been. centered around
the Coalition of Labor Union Women (CLUW).
Other areas .of concern regarding the
women's struggle include other trade union
work, the Equal Rights Amendment and
relatlons with women' 's liberation groups.

Coalltlon of Labor Unlon Women

Unfortunately, labor uniens. —— .

CLUW is no longer .a “fragile flower";
it has established itself in a number of
areas across the gountry and it is vital
for us to delineate very clearly our
orientation toward.CLUW and our: goals
within-it. : .

Our prime task in CLUW is not a fight
against the bureaucracy just because the
bureaucracy exists; rather, our task in
CLUW is to flght to have 1t carry out .
its stated goals as outlined in the state-
ment of purpose. In this context, ‘it is
necessary to .overturn the cumbersome mem-
bership procedures set up specifically to
keep.CLUW under the control of Olga Madar
and company. This is an important fight
to the extent that the top bureaucrats
(aided on .occasion by the Communist Party)
oppose it. There is _a need to unite as



broad a bloc of rank-and-file unionists
as possible to make CLUW accessible to
union women militants. Otherwise, there
is little prospect for CLUW except as a.
meeting ground for the secondary and ter-
tiary union bureaucrats and the various
organizations of the left -- a most
dreary prospect.

Concretely, -then, we need to take
on the absurdly complex screening pro-
cedures set up for joining CLUW -- pro-
cedures intended to ensure- that only those
women certified as "good" and "loyal" can
join. All women affiliated with a trade
union, all women members of union organ-
izing committees, and all women retired .
former trade unionists must be able to

join on- the same basis as their attendance -

at the founding conference of CLUW, - At
this time,
ment for some sort of .union affiliation
would mean in the concrete that CLUW
would be. inundated with middle-class

and professional women from NOW and the
National Women's POlitical Caucus, tear-
ing it from its working-class base. . This
was the fate of most previous organiza-
tions of trade-union women; it must not
occur to CLUW. : “

Beyond this, we must take the initia-
tive in ensuring that CLUW fulfill its
original goal of spearheading union or-
ganization among women. In the words of
the CLUW Statement of Purpose, "The Coal-
ition-of Labor Union Women seeks. to.pro-
mote unionism and encourage unions to be
more aggressive in their efforts to bring
unorganized women under collective. bar-
gaining agreements, particularly in those
areas where there are large numbers of
unorganized and/or minority women." . Local
CLUW chapters can play a key role in both
initiating organlzlng campaigns and help-
ing in strike support work. That they
have not done so to date has.been due .to
the efforts of top bureaucrats to stave
off such efforts and as usual the com-
plete ineptitude of. the sectarians to
build. anythlng with real rank-and-file
women. - .

Other Sffugg;es of Working Women

In. all our work, there is a need to -
orient to the demands and interests of
working women., Women's caucuses and com-
mittees exist in numerous unions in vary-
ing forms; it is necessary to not only
participate in such caucuses, but to give
them scope and direction. This involves
engaging them in an active fight around,
issues such as equal pay for equal work;
no discrimination in hiring, firing or
promotion; paid maternity leaves and so
on. . Where no women's caucuses or com-
mittees exist in unions where we have :
comrades, we must seek. ourselves to initi-
ate fights around these issues.

proposals to drop the require-

On many campuses, uhion organizing
focuses on the unionization of workers
such as clericals and kitchen staff who
are predominantly composed of women. We
have already discussed ways in which the
YSA can be of aid in regard to campus
unionization drives.

Equal Rights Amendment

The YSA should extend critical .sup-
port to the ERA; we are, of course, in
favor of the extension of the bourgeois-
democratic. principles of legal equality,

‘to eliminate legal discrimination against

press,

Blacks, women' and all oppressed groups.
We should not aid.in fostering the
illusion that enactment of the ERA will
result in any genuine equality of women
in capitalist society. The United States
is actually an exception among capitalist
states in not having a formal constitu-
tional guarantee of legal equality of
men and women. West Germany, for example,
has such a provision in its constitution,
as do such "egalitarian" states as Taiwan
and South Korea. .

A prime necessity in our propaganda
is stressing (on a par with our support
for the ERA) the need to extend genuine
protective legislation to men. In our
we have frequently asserted that
a campaign strong enough to pass the ERA
nationwide is strong enough to ensure -
that protective legislation will not be
nullified for women, but rather extended
to all workers. This is misleading.
Important sectors of the pro-ERA coalition
~- such as business and professional women,
bourgeois legislators and so on -- could

~hardly care less about the extension of

protective legislation. Indeed, in the
case of businesswomen (as but one example)
it is not at all in their vital interest
to extend such legislation to male workers.
The experience with Title VII of the 1964
Civil Rights Act has already demonstrated
concretely that extension of protective
legislation is not autematically posed,
that. the striking down of such laws is a
very real possibility. (After all, equal
exploitation is also "equality before

the law" to most bourgeois courts.)

Ceneral Women's leeratlon Work-

After 1971 the: YSA tended in prac- -
tice to counterpose’WONAAC'affiliates
to general-women's liberation struggles;
in many areas, YSA women attended women's
liberation meetings solely to announce
abortion meetings. Following the demise
of WONAAC as'an active organization, CLUW
became the new focus for women comrades.
Women's liberation work per se was down=
played- women's fractions were dlssolved

-in most areas.
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While CLUW work is an important sphere
of activity, we must not abstain in a sec-
tarian manner from the broad women's 1lib-
eration struggle. Women's liberation coali
tions are, of course, extremely varied
from locality to locality. Many are
thoroughly reformist; some are separatist.
Most have an ingrained hostility to Lenin-
ist organizations. But an interest in
general socialist ideas, while not a dom-
inant trend in these groups, continues :as
a significant current. . We must be ready
to work with these groups in common. cam-
paigns wherever possible; the defense of
Inez Garcia, for example, has attracted a
broad layer of women in many areas.  As
the leaderships of these organizations will
in most cases attempt to develop hostility
against us because of our-'disciplined
structure, we must always be aware of
this and sensitive to the tone, form and
goals of our 1ntervent10ns to av01d need-.
less frlctlon. - o

5. Anti-~Imperialist Cémpaigns

Under the general heading of anti-
imperialist struggles are involved a whole
series of present and potential solidarity
campaigns with liberation movements around
the world;. these include African libera-
tion movements, solidarity campaigns with:
the workers and peasants of Chile and
other Latin American countries (Uruguay,
Bolivia‘," quite possibly Argentina), strug-
gles around the Middle East and- the Pal-

the role of the:United States in. the
suppression of African revolutionary - -

movements. We should actively support
activities such as thé 'Gulf Boyceott --

not because they are sufficient in any
sense, but as educational vehicles for
exposure of U.S. government and business’
interests, 2) We must explain the neces-

-sity for the revolutlonary movements to

‘capitalist and imperialist oppres§sion,

carry the struggle to its logical con-.
clusion -- the complete lidquidation of

a
socialist revolution. We must -- along-:. -
side our complete-solidarity with the >
PAIGC, FRELIMO; the MPLA, etc., in the

- fights be prepared to criticize in'a
comradely fashion actions of theéese move-

estiniam (and Arab) Revolution and actions. -

centered around the continuing Indochin-
ese Revolution. The question of ROTC has
become an issue: again and can also be
dealt with here, along with amnesty.

African Liberation Movements

The victory of the PAIGC in Guinea-
Bissau, coupled with the partial victory
of FRELIMO in Mozambique have pushed the
African revolution to the fore. The coming
year will see the consolidation of power
by FRELIMO in Mozambique and the very real
possibility of ciwvil war in Angola between
the MPLA and open or disguised neocolonial
forces. Victory in the former Portuguese °
colonies will in turn spur the resistance.
struggles in Namibia, Zimbabwe and South
Africa itself.

What are the tasks of the ¥YSA in
regard to these struggles? There are
three prime goals: 1) We must launch
an extensive educational.campaign --

through forums, through pamphlets, through
the Young Socialist -- concerning the

origins, history and nature of the African
liberation movements. Concretely, we must

solidarize with the liberation organiza-"
tions, expose the role of groups such as
FLING in Guinea and the FNLA in Angola
which objectively serve as neocolonial
agents in these countries and expose

ments which delay or‘51detrack the 7" - .
achievement of this' final goali ™~ 3) We - °
must be prepared for the real possibility’
of intervention of South African/Rhodesian’
troops into the former Portuguese colohn-
ies, either on ‘their own or in support:’

of rightist uprisings by white settlers:

in Mozambique and/or ‘Angola. In such an
eventuality, we must beé prepared to build
as broad and militant- & movemiént in sup-
port of the péoples of Angola and Mozam-
bique as ppossible. 'We must also, in’ '
such an eventuality, work to raise’' funds
and supplies for the support of the resis-
tance,’ in company with ‘the whole Fourth™
International and revolutionary and:
progre551ve forces around the world.

Much- as’in the ‘case of the Puerto
Rican indepehdente’ moveément, the question
of support for the African liberatioh
movements has ‘a special dimen§idn in ‘the

- United States in that it 'speaks to the

special conc:erns of an oppressed mihor--

"ity in the U.S. -< the Afro<Americah =

people., We can expéct ‘that Black groups

“and activists-'in- the United States will
"play a vanguard role ‘in-solidarity cam-
“paigns with the African”revolutionary

struggle. But the-movements in Angola,
Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique, Zimbabwe and"
elsewhere “are not solely a “"Black thing"

"any more ‘than‘the Indochlnese Revolution

is the exclusive concern’ of Asian peopleS'

- they are a vital part of the world rev-

- however,
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olution and are the concern of all revo-
lutionaries.
render to the African revolutionaries is
to build as broad and nonexelusionist a
support campaigh as possible, including
all of those who solldarlze with thelrf
struggle ' -

Chile and LatinAmerl’Ca

In- the absence ¢f sustained resis--
tance in Chile, the Chile solidarity move-
ment has inevitably tapered off considerably
from its peak in the winter of 1973-74.

A continued lull in Chile can only further
weaken the support ‘campaign here. The
real possibility of renewed resistance,

can galvanize the support move-

The best.aid which we& can. .. ..



ment at its previous peak level or higher.

The rising tension in Argentina and the
inability of the bourgeois regime to
achieve any sort.of economic, political,
or social stability have led to a gov-
ernmental witch-hunt and fascist-like
attacks on: the left.

In each and every one of those
cases, we must build a. broad-based sup-
port campaign -- again in.company with
the rest' of the world Trotskyist move-
ment. We must solidarize with the strug-
gle and expose the.role. of the U.S.-gov-
ernment. (The exppsure of .the role of the
CIA in overthrowing the Allende regime.
in Chile already opens an opportunity for

us in this regard.) We must simultane- 4

ously build support for the release of
all polltlcal prlsoners thevlegallzatlon
of trade unions, etc.,.and work to ex-
pose the role of the Stalinist parties
which .are attempting to.divert the strug-
gle toward the re- establlshment of bour-
geois democracy. g -

The U.S. Committee for Justice for
Latin American Polltlcal Prisoners (USLA)
has played an important role in mobi-
lizing support for Chilean political.
prisoners; the Edelstam  .tour was a par-
ticularly important step in this regard.
But the narrow scope of USLA's activi-
ties has proven too limited for:the full
extent of our tasks. Actually, USLA has
been forced to go beyond political pris-,
oner work, in regard: to embargoes on
Chilean goods and. so on,: but it has done
so on an -ad hoc and piecemeal basis- and
without redefining the scope of- USLA
activities. Further,
viewed USLA- as- though it were a mass
organization (such- as NPAC or the SMC),

rather than essentially a nohéméMbership"”

coordimnating body. largely staffed by

the SWP and YSA, originally intended to
mobilize support for Hugo Blanco. This
has led us to counterpose: USLA. to the -
broader Chile and Latin.American sup-
port movement and to attempt to. impose
USLA slogans on the entire movement even
where (as in Washington D.C. in Septem-
ber 1973) this served to isolate us from
the bulk of the Chile .support movement,. ;

Does this mean USLA should be dis— -

solved? No, it has played a very useful
role in its own sphere and can continue
to play .such a role in the future. We .-
can, haowever, under our own name, engage
in suppert work and solidarity action
which necessarily goes beyond the civil
libertarian limits of USLA,. We must seek
to build: a left wing -in support activity
which opposes the CP's reformist slogans.
This does not mean a new NPAC for Latin
American support; there is no objective
base for .such a group. But there is a

base within the broader support activity,. -

for cooperation with independents and

v

we have incorrectlyf

groups such as NACLA in terms of mili-
tant support and solidarity activities.

Middle East

Two possible variants appear to be

. the most likely in the Middle East. One
- is a renewed war between Israel and the

more militant Arab regimes (Syria, Iraq,
perhaps Egypt and Libya). Faced with a
serious economic/political crisis at home
and an inexorable erosion of support
internationally, the Israeli government

~may well seek to quell internal discon-

in an unprovoked attack.

tent and simultaneously shift the balance
of power in its favor by striking out
In this case,

- the YSA must -- as it did in the last

"bourgeois state.

Arab-Israeli war -- give uncondltlonal

support to the Arab struggle, while em-
phasizing that we place no confidence -

in the bourgeois Arab governments.

The second possibility involves the
growing pressure on both the Palestinian
masses and the Israeli government to
set up a rump Palestine on the West Bank
and perhaps in Gaza. In this case, we
must discuss our response and. particu-
larly the appropriateness of our slogan
"For a democratic, secular Palestine."
This slogan, which failed to open the
road to the Arab workers and peasants of
the Middle East in the past, is even
more deleterious at this juncture, if
only because it does not delineate which
"Palestine" we mean and thus opens the
door to Arafat's rump "Palestinian state."
Further, it is entirely clear that any
such rump state, whether dominated by
Fateh or not, will not be a workers'
state (however "“democratic®" and/or "“sec-
ular" it may be), but an unambiguously
Taking into account
the new developments, we must explain

“that a rump Palestinian state constitutes .

- likelihood, '
.would have to defend all the revolution-

-.in Indochina. Unfortunately,
-not been the case,
sporadic articles in our press,

a blind alley for the masses. In all
in the ensuing retreat, we

aries and internationalists in such.a
state against the combined.repression

of all the powers that be. Our call
should be: "For a Socialist Palestine in
a Socialist Middle East!"

Indochina

Last year's NEC Political Resolu—
tion stressed that, whenever possible,
we would bulldvactlons demonstrations,
etc., regarding the continuing struggle
this has
except: for
we have

‘rather,

. more or less ignored the Indochinese

Revolution. In the next year, the ques-
tion of final victory for the struggle
will be posed in Vietnam, Laos and ’
Cambodia in view of the decaying posi-’
tion.-of Thieu in Saigon, a new offen-
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sive by the NLF and DRV -forces appears
to be only a matter of time. The YSA
must be ready to focus its press and
other materials on these events and. pub-
licize them; in the event of a major of-
fensive, we must be aggressive in build-
ing demonstrations and other actions in
support of final victory. Indochina re-
mains the key revolutionary struggle in
this period,” and we must be prepared to
act in its defense at all times to build
the maximum possible support.

ROTC

In the aftermath of the decline in
student activism, ROTC units have reé-
established themselves on campus after
campus. While we should not overestimate
our ability to build mass support for an’
anti-ROTC campaign at this juncture, a
struggle to oust ROTC from campus retains
an important role in educating students
to the role of U.S. imperialism around
the world. That we have waged numerous
such campaigns before is immaterial; most
of the current student bodies on campuses
around the country were never exposed
to such campaigns or heard of them only
through the bourgeois media.

Amnesty

In response to the fraudulent "am-

nesty" program of the Ford administration,

an important struggle has developed for
full, unconditional and universal am-
nesty. The YSA has, of course, announced
support for this fight; in general, how-
ever, it has not participated in it on

a national scale. For example, there was
virtually no participation of the YSA

in the major VVAW-WSO demonstrations
called around the issue of impeachment,
freedom for Vietnamese political pris-
oners and amnesty. We should participate
in local amnesty coalitions in an ag-
gressive manner, using the campaign to
further educate on the nature of Ameri-
can aggression in Indochina and around
the world. Such work can also aid us in
developing ties with antiwar veterans --
ties which are, unfortunately, almost
nonexistent at the moment -~ and with the
organizations of exiled Americans in
Canada, Sweden and elsewhere.
cles contain a high percentage of polit-
icized and radicalized young people who
are receptive to socialist ideas and
whom we could recruit to Trotskyism.

VI. SOLIDARITY WITH COMRADES AROUND
THE WORLD '

In a number of countries, Trotsky-
ist organizations are either under at-
tack or have before them important pos-
sibilities for recruitment and implanta-
tion which necessitate support from all
sectors of the world Trotskyist movement.

These cir-

- At the moment, the Argentine Partido
Socialista de los Trabajadores (PST) is -
under an increasingly savage assault
from reactionary and neo-fascist' forces
spearheaded by the Argentine Anticommun-
ist Alliance (AAA). PST comrades have

‘been murdered even in their party halls,

often after being mutilated beyond rec-
ognition. The AAA has also struck out at’
other leaders of the left and the labor
movement, murdering members of the Com-
munist Party, the FRIP and the Peronist
left. The government has launched several
"extermination campaigns" aimed at the

“major guerrilla groups, notably the Mon-’
- toneros and the Peoples' Revolutionary

Army. It is in this context ‘that the -
Fourth International has launched a ma-

-jor defensive campaign. The November 14;;
1974 issue of Inprecor, the organ of the:
"United Secretariat, stated that "The

workers' movement throughout the world
must organize solidarity with the victims
of fascist violence in Argentina and with
the struggle of the Argentine workers
movement for the socialist revolution."
It put forward the slogans "Solidarity
with the PST and all victims of fascist
terror!" and "Answer the fascist gang-
sters and the government that ‘supports
them with armed self-defense!"

We would be remiss if we did not _
state that we think the inadequate under-
standing by the PST comrades of armed
self-defense has weakened their ability
to respond to the fasc¢ist terror; so has
reliance on verbal "“defense" by bour-
geois parties and politicians. Nor can
we support the inexcusable linking by’
the PST leadership of the fascist AAA and
the guerrilla organizations as "mirror -

- images." (See I.P., "PST Statement on

the 'Multisectdral,'" Oct. 28, 1974, p.
1421.) Regardless of any differences with
the PST comrades,' however, the duty of
all Trotskyist to-defend the PST -- and
the Argentine revolutionary Trotskyist
groups such as the LCR and the GOR -~- is
both clear and pressing.

Similarly, whatever differences the
majority of YSA comrades may have (or
think they have) with the Spanish and
Basque comrades of the Liga Comunista

.Revolucionaria/Euzkadi Ta Azkatasuna, 6th

Congress (LCR-ETA VI), the fact is that
they have been the subject of intense
repression by the Franco government; more
than 70 comrades (primarily in Barcelona
and Seville) are in Spanish prisons. The
International has organized a worldwide
solidarity drive with the Spanish and
Basque comrades; the YSA's duty in this
is clear. ’

In Chile, Luis Vitale and other com-

‘rades of the Partido Socialista Revolu-

cionario and the Liga Comunista Chilena
remain in prison and subject to torture

26



and possible execution. The YSA has re-
ceded in its defense of our Chilean com-
rades; it is only necessary to contrast
our defense of Hugo Blanco in the 1960s
with the much lower level of activity -
around our Chilean comrades to appre01ate
the dlfference.

In Portugal, the Liga Comunista In-
ternacionalista (LCI) has been carrying
out an exemplary campaign-.to galvanize
the Portuguese left against the reaction-
ary policies of the Communist. and Social--
ist parties. The FI has launched a major
campaign to raise funds for the LCI; the
YSA has yet ‘to contribute a penny to aid
the LCI. This is completely. inexcusable;
the YSA should contribute to the campaign
in proportion to its income.

In general, the YSA has tended to
pick and choose which comrades it would .
defend and to .what extent such defense
would take place, rather than coordinat-
ing itsractivities and campaigns:with the
priorities and needs set by the: world
Trotskyist movement. Such a situation must
be corrected.

Finally, the United Secretariat has
initiated an English-language official
journal, Inprecor. To survive, the Eng-
lish-language Inprecor requires a stable
sub base in every English-speaking coun-
try. The YSA in conjunction with the SWP
should launch a subscription drive for
Inprecor immediately following the .con-
vention, to obtain at least 1,000 subs.

VII. OTHER CAMPAIGNS AND ACTIVITIES

There are other areas in which the
YSA can participate in the next period.
These include the gay movement and elec-
tion campalgns.

The Gay Struggle

The YSA has performed a pendulum
swing in regard to the gay movement. For
most of its history, the YSA: formally
bannéd gays from membership altogether
and rendered no support whatever to gay
struggles. Following the. (totally .cor-
rect) overturning of this ban,
authorized into the gay movement rapidly -
grew into a de facto sector of interven-
tion equal in importance to the Black and
women's struggles. A reaction developed
against this, -and -an official position
crystallized around a democratic approach
to the gay struggle. The probe was ter-
minated rather ruthlessly; the discussion
more or less trickled off into obliviomn.
Unfortunately, since 'that time gay work
in most locals has in turn been relegated.
to the shelf. The YSA has, in short,
taken every stance in regard to the .gay

movement except a rational. and well-con-
sidered involvement in it. :

b

- the “"probe" -

) It is unfortunate that the YSA has
ignored the work being done in this sector
of activity by our comrades around the
world. Our French comrades in particular
have engaged in joint work with the Anti-
Norm Sexpol group for a considerable
period; Anti-Norm Sexpol suppdrted the
Presidential campaign of Comrade Alain
Krivine. Similarly, the GIM has worked
‘with Homosexual Action in Berlin, the

IMG has participated in gay work for years
(and has had an interesting internal dis-
cussion on the question), while even a
cursory glance at the Old Mole would indi-
cate the Canadian RMG's activity in this
sphere. The question is: 1) the priority
of such intervention, and 2) the program

" ‘for it, The YSA exaggerated the breadth
and import 6f the struggle at the out-
set: then it negated the import altogether,
relegating the gay struggle to a cursory

‘ ‘one-sentence endorsement in most docu-
ments and platforms. Many of the comrades
in the "probe" adapted to the concepts

and ideology prevalent within the gay

" movement:; when the YSA rejected these con-
cepts (without anything but the most
minimal discussion), the comrades felt
betrayed and many left the YSA altogether.
The YSA should regard the gay movement

as the genuine struggle of an oppressed
sector of the population -- though one
which lacks the cohesiveness, the breadth
and the ultimate historical import of the
Black and women's struggles. It should
support fights for gay rights wherever
possible, acquaint gay activists with
Marxist analysis of sexuality, and seek

to recruit them on that basis. It might
‘be useful for the ¥YSA to reprint excerpts
from the internal discussions of other
Trotskyist organizations around the world
to acquaint comrades with the method and
concepts evolved in them.

~Election Campa;gnsv

A major means of getting out our
ideas will“continue to be election cam-
paigns. One aspect of this will be sup-
port for the campaigns of the Socialist
Workers Party: wherever possible, in ad-
dition, YSA comrades in regional areas
should run as candidates in-local and
statewide elections. These campaigns
‘open a whole gamut of opportunities for
us: petitioning for ballot status in-
volves contact with hundreds of thous-
ands of independents; achievement of bal-
lot status gets our candidates coverage
“in the media and exposure to thousands of
other voters; through campaign brochures
and other material we can reach yet ano-
ther level of the public. As national
dissatisfaction with the Democrats and
Republicans intensifies, the number of
persons who will be receptive to social-
~ist ideas will grow and we can expect
‘corresponding gains. We can utilize this
discontent to propagandize for a labor
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party.

We must always keep in mind the fact
that major changes in society will not
and cannot come about through electoral
campaigns. In the past, by our one-sided
emphasis on such factors as "what a so-
cialist would do in congress," this strug-
gle against parliamentary illusions has
been obscured. The recent election cam-
paign of our comrades in the Revolution-
ary Marxist Group (RMG) in Canada pro-
vides an example for us here. On the one
hand, the RMG put forward a whole series
of concrete proposals speaking to. the
needs of workers and others in their
struggles, coupling this with an explan-
ation of the need for and nature of a so-
cialist society. On the other, the RMG
emphasized that actual progress in these
struggles would be achieved not primarily
through votes or parliamentary means but
through the mobilization and active strug-
gle of the masses. The RMG slogan here
was, "Struggle decides!"

YSA student government campaigns
are another matter. On many campuses,
comrades have recently done little more
than go through the motions in these ac-.
tivities, producing sterile rehashes of
former platforms and plodding their way
along with such slogans as "Make student
government an agency for social change."
A basic problem in most of these cases
has been that the student "government"
no longer represents much of anything,
that students by and large neither par-
ticipate in or even pay attention to it
or its electoral farces. In such cases, a
campaign may be little more than an at-
tempt to breathe life into a mouldy corpse;
YSA locals should not run campaigns sim-
ply because we always run campaigns. In
each case we must examine the situation
in the concrete and determine whether
we should: 1) run an electoral campaign,
either alone or in coalition, or 2)
focus on alternative means of reaching
and mobilizing students. This latter may
mean launching a struggle to create a new
student representative body -- a student
union, a co-ordinating coun 1, or what-
ever -- to replace the morik nd student
government. It may mean simply aiding stu-
dent struggles as they exist, ignoring
student government altogether. In either
case, the decision must be based on the
actual situation on the campus in question
and not the abstract desire to '"get our
ideas out"; we can hardly get them out
if no one 1is listening to the campaign at
all.

VIII. THE AMERICAN LEFT

Among our opponents in this period
are the divided Social democratic groups,
the CP/YWLL, the "Trotskyist" sects and
the Maoists. It is necessary to examine
the nature and practice of such groups.

Social Democrats

Social democracy nas never been a
major force in the United States, as it
has been in Europe. From the 1950s on,
the American social democrats moved
steadily to the right, to the point where
they were significantly more reactionary
than the liberal wing of the Democratic
Party. The SP and YPSL (Young Peoples'
Socialist League) gave unqualified sup-
port to American aggression in Vietnam,
campaigned for Bella Abzug's Republican
opponent on the grounds chat the liberal
Abzug was "a tool of the Communists," and
enthusiastically identified with the dom-
inant right wing. (Meany, Abel) of the
AFL-CIO. As a result of dissatisfaction
caused by these stands, the social demo-
crats disintegrated into three groups:
the Social Democrats USA, and YPSL; the
Democratic Socialist Organizing Commit-
tee (DSOC): and the Socialist Party (SP).

The SDUSA/YPSL wing, centered around
the newspaper New America, carries on
the reactionary evolution of the former
united social democratic grouping with a
vengeance. Their major activity of the
moment consists of aiding the Humphrey-
Jackson wing of the Democratic Party in
-taking back control from the McGovernites.
Their blatantly rightist stance has em-
barassed even the majority of the Social-
ist International, which has swung to
support for DSOC. Indeed, SDUSA is scarce-
ly to be-defined as a part of the left
at all except in terms of its historical
origins. While it has some leaders of
prominence (such as Albert Shanker of the
AFT), it is the least significant of the
three groupings in terms of base, scope
of activities and so on.

DSOC, headed jointly by Michael

. Harrington and Victor Reuther, is a more

important phenomenon. It both supports
and to a certain extent represents the
"reform" wing of the labor bureaucracy
-(Reuther, Abe Feinglass of the Meatcut-
ters, Wurf of AFSCME) and a stratum of
intellectuals (such as Christopher Lasch).
It is not hampered by the archaic anti-
communism of SDUSA; though it shares with
the former the utopian goal of convert-
ing the Democratic Party into an anti-

. monopoly "“peoples' party" based on the

working class, Blacks, etc., it sides
with the McGovern-Abzug-Dellums forces
rather than the old guard backers of
Humphrey and Jackson. Unlike SDUSA, which
is bitterly hostile to the women's move-
ment (as shown by Midge Decter's The

New Chastity), the student movement (as
shown by Steve Kelman's Push Comes to
Shove) and every Black group even margin-
ally to the left of the Urban League and
NAACP, DSOC generally "supports" these
struggles in an opportunistic fashion,
linking up with the moderate, reformist
wing of each. At the moment DSOC is
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scarcely more than a skeleton of reform-
ist labor leaders and vaguely radical
academics; but given a workers' upsurge,
DSOC will have ample opportunity to flesh
out its cadre groups and utilize the pro-
minence of its leaders to develop a base.

The Socialist Party, which puts out
Socialist Tribune is the former "left"
Debs Caucus of the undivided SP of the
1960s. The SP is the most active of the
three social democratic groups at the
moment in many areas; its current goal
is the amalgamation of itself, the New
American Movement, the small National
Interim Committee for a Mass People's
Party, Dr. Spock's People's Party and such
local groups as the Wisconsin Alliance,
the Human Rights Party in Michigan, etc.,
into a united "democratic socialist" or-
ganization. (Spock's People's Party voted
at its last convention by a narrow margin
that it was a "socialist" party. This was
vigorously opposed by the minority "lib-
ertarian" wing, which supports the biz-
arre corporate anarchist theories of Ayn
Rand.) Reports of the negotiations print-
ed in New American Movement and Grass
Roots (the People's Party organ) seem to
indicate some progress toward this goal;
in some areas, the SP and NAM have run
joint campaigns for city and local of-
fices.

Far more important than DSOC, the
loose SP-NAM-PP bloc is a product of the
1960s radicalization. NAM, for example,
is a conscious attempt to recreate SDS
as a broad, all-inclusive radical group-
ing; the People's Party (especially such
local affiliates as the Peace and Free-
dom Party) is largely made up of sup-
porters of the 1968 McCarthy campaign who
became disillusioned with the Democratic
Party; many of the groups (NAM especially)
contain a number of women's activists.

In general, the members of these groups
have recognized that capitalism is an
oppressive system and that only "social-
ism" provides a way forward; their con-
cepts of "socialism" range from welfare
state capitalism (a_la Sweden) to "peace-
ful road" illusions on the model of
Allende's Chile, The groups are suffic-
iently broad that there exist a number-
of subjectively revolutionary elements
whom we should relate to on the level of
discussions of revolutionary strategy and
Leninist organization. In certain areas,
it will be possible to work with groups
such as DSOC, the SP, NAM and others --
strike support, civil liberties campaigns
and so on. Particularly in regard to
organizations such as NAM, the loose
organization and extreme heterogeneity
of their membership (both within local
chapters and between different chapters)
will make it possible to win over a num-
ber of their best members. This can only
come about, however, through the combina-
tion of joint activity with an ongoing,

vigorous—criticism of the reformist and
parliamentary illusions of the organiza-
tions and their memberships.

Communist Party/Young Workers Liberation
League .

The CP and YWLL have moved into vig-
orous action in a whole variety of areas.
In CLUW, CPers and their close sympathiz-
ers hold important posts at every level.
In the trade unions, an intensive effort
is being undertaken to revive TUAD as an
active force, by establishing or linking
up with rank-and-file committees in
almost every major union. The CP and
YWLL are running electoral campaigns in
a growing number of areas. In election
propaganda they urge the formation of
neighborhood and work-place committees to
fight for democratic rights.

A major goal of all this activity is
a new effort to form an "anti-monopoly"
coalition as the basis for a new politi-
cal party; in their words, "Communists
encourage and want to work with all move-
ments and candidates independent of the
Big Money Machines of the old parties, who
are committed to the people and not mon-
opoly profits. Such forces must unite
with labor, Black people, white people,
Chicanos, Puerto Ricans, Asian-Americans,
Native Americans and other minorities,
men and women, Communists, Socialists,
and rank-and-file Democrats and Republi-
cans." The goal of such a party is to
"replace the Big Money party" in govern-
ment with "trade unionists, women, Black
people and other minorities" and '"curb
the abuses of Big Business™ as "the first
step" toward socialism.

Such a campaign is not, of course,
a new one for the CP. When the National
Coalition Against War, Racism and Re-
pression (later the People‘'s Coalition
for Peace and Justice) was established,
it was viewed as a nucleus for a new po-
litical party. The abortive attempt to
create Student Unions for Peace and Jus-
tice on several California campuses was
also a part of such an effort. The inten-
sity of the CP campaign, however, demon-
strates clearly that they feel that a
real potential for such a party in the
near future.

As a part of the campaign, the CP
has stepped up its attacks upon the Den-
ocratic Party. A recent article in the
Daily World stated, "As the second party
of monopoly, the Democratic Party estab-
lishment rejects the anti-monopoly man-
date of the people.... The very fact
that the Democratic Party Establishment
produced no program on inflation, Water-
gate, military spending or other vital
issues during the election campaign is
not proof of its bankruptcy but of its
role as the second party of monopoly."
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It concluded, "The role of the independ-
ent voter is rapidly increasing, and with
it, the time for a third, anti-monopoly
party is coming closer." ("U.S. at Mid-
week," DW, Nov. 14, 1974.) (The attack
here, it . should be noted is not on the
Democrats per se, but on the party "es-
tablishment," a particularly vague term
which enables the CP to back "independent"
Democrats such as the Black Democrat
Metcalfe in the Chicago mayoralty race.)

Even more than before, the projected
"anti-monopoly party" sounds very close
to our own call for a Labor Party. It
should be remembered, however, that these
are precisely the terms with which the CP
supported Henry Wallace's Progressive Par-
ty in 1948. While the CP might accept a
genuine labor party as the realization
of its call, it would also accept a third
capitalist party with a populist overlay.
(Even in the event of the establishment
of a labor party, the CP could be counted
upon to work to "broaden" such a party
to include non-worker "anti-monopolists,"
including small and medium capitalists.)

The effect of the current CP campaign
upon certain sectors of the working class
and Black and other minority movements
in the coming period cannot be underes-
timated, however. The CP has used its
"left face"” effectively in calling for
militant actions against racist and neo-
Nazi groups in different cities, by or-
ganizing tough-sounding rank-and-file
committees in the unions and by stressing
in its press in recent issues that "U.S.
labor history shows that no major legis-
lative gains were ever made without sup-
plementing action at the ballot box by
'‘extra-parliamentary' mass movements."
This left turn, however, is limited by
the CP's ties to Moscow's American po-
licy, and will no doubt provoke a crisis
when that policy is modified.

It is important for the YSA to seek
to engage the YWLL in united front activi-
ties whenever and wherever possible, es-
pecially in such fields as the fight
against racism and political prisoner
work, where the Stalinists have a broad
periphery. The YWLL remains (in spite of
CP efforts) a fairly loose organization
containing a large percentage of young
people who joined it because they wanted
to support "communism" or because of
first hand work with the YWLL in a union
situation, in defense of Angela Davis or
other political prisoners, and so on.
Many of its members are far from hardened
Stalinists; they are rather naive, in-
experienced, and badly misinformed about
Trotskyism. We can best win over these
militants by intervening in a major way
to support anti-racist and political
prisoner support campaigns, and by thus
demonstrating in practice that we are not
"counterrevolutionaries," "splitters,"

.and local AFL-CIO offices.

etc. It will then be easier to combat in
a systematic way the specific slanders
and distortions regarding our positions
and the hlstory of the Trotskyist move-
ment.

"Trotskyist" Opponents

The majority of the self-proclaimed
"Trotskyist" groups in the United States
have only further confirmed their total
irrelevance to the real world. The Spar-
tacists ~- who remain the largest of the
professional anti-Pabloite sects -- have
begun to couple their ultra-left postur--
ing with a thoroughly rightist stance
in regard to a whole series of issues
including Ireland (where they argue that
reunification should not take place until
the South has undergone a revolution and
where they have taken to repeating Bri-
tish Army slanders of the IRA), the
Middle East (where they called for a
defeatist position in regard to the Arab
states in the last war and used Ma‘alot
to read the DPFLP out of thé left), and
so on. Their major task remains "ex~
posing" the “reformist" SWP-and inter-
vening to attempt to smash any real
movement or struggle. The Workers League
has suffered from the re51gnatlon of a
number of its top leadership. Its ghetto -

recruitment drives have resulted in few
" stable cadre,

while its quixotic Labor
Party campaign involves little more than
tiny rallies and regular visits to state
Gerry Healy
ultimately was forced to step in and
oust Wohlforth, replacing him as Nation-
al Secretary by Fred Mazelis. All in all,
its chances are dim for anything but
continued disintegration. The Revolu-
tionary Socialist League (a left split
from IS) has replaced the Spartac1st
League as the most sectarian sect: it
regards even the Spartacists as "Pablo-
ite." The Class Struggle League remains
a tiny hodge—podge of miscellaneous out-
casts from the other grouplngs unable
to establish a niche for itself 1n an
already crowded field.

Only two avowedly Trotskyist forma-
tions have experienced significant growth
in terms of size and periphery; the Inter-
national Socialists (IS) and the Workers
World Party/Youth Against War and Fascism
(WWP/YAWF). IS has survived both right
and left splits (the now-defunct “Third
Camp Tendency" and what is now -the RSL)
to stabilize itself and significantly
add to its Black cadre through a merger
with the all-Black Socialist Collective
(SC). It has done so by systematically-
liquidating its politics in favor of low
level economist union-'work and increasing-
ly vague rhapsodies to socialism. Its
"third camp" hostility to the workers
states and conservative politics have

‘placed IS in the left-social-democratic
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camp; the affiliation of the SC (whose



leader believes the October Revolution

was a "mistake") does not alter this fact.

YAWF -~ whose "Trotskyism" has re-
emerged from the closet in recent months
-- has grown to over 300 members and
supporters of varying degrees of exper-
ience and allegiance to the Marcy cult.
The growth has come about primarily
because of militant YAWF campaigns against
racist and fascist groups and involvement
in consumer and workers' struggles through
its Center for United Labor Action (CULA).
Particularly in the last year -- a period
of consolidation of already-politicized
militants -- the militant character of
YAWF interventions, coupled with the dif-
fuse revolutionism of YAWF's ideology,
has enabled them to make significant
gains. YAWF's tail-endist attitude toward
the leadership of various liberation
movements in the Third World and bureau-
cratic leaderships of workers states is
deeply engrained. Ultimately, however,
the looseness of the group and the vague—
ness of its frequently-shifting line
can make it possible for a section of its
cadre to break away in the dlrectlon of
revolutionary Marxism.

The Maoists

For a period, the Maoist groups
appeared to be on the verge of a major
breakthrough. Meetings cosponsored by
the various groups attracted fairly large
and generally enthusiastic audiences of
independent militants who viewed the
proposal for a "new Marxist-Leninist
Communist Party" as the beginning of a
new period in the U.S. left. The project
eventually fell afoul of the growing
rivalry of the Revolutionary Union and
October League (Marxist-Leninist) for
hegemony within the new party. The sec-
tarian wranglihg which ensued alienated
a large number of independents; those who
remained sympathetic to Maoism affiliated
with one of the existing groups. If such
a new party does emerge, it will most
likely be built around elther the RU, or
OL, but not both. The most probable
varlant is a formation including the OL,
supporters of the Guardian, the Black
Workers Congress, the Puerto Rican
Revolutionary Workers Organization and
various independent groups and collect-
ives.

The RU is the largest of the Maoist
formations. It is also one of the most
sectarian and the most prone to'engage
in physical assaults against other groups
on the left., Its youth group, the Rev-
olutionary Student Brigade (RSB, formerly
the Attica Brlgade) has attracted a cer-
tain sector of former SDSers, Mayday
activists, and others unready for a dis-
ciplined party but eager to engage in
militant anti-imperialist work. The RU
recently suffered from the secession of
the bulk of its Black cadre, however,
and has had severe difficulties in form-
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ulating a line on the Black question.
(Its "nationalism of a new type" line has

been attacked -- properly -- by other Mao-
ist groups as an idealist conception which

further suffers from the fact that it
doesn't make very much sense.) Its line

on Boston has further served to isolate it . ..

from many activists; it has furiously
backpedaled on the more repellent aspects
of its original line, while maintaining
the basic conceptions intact. It with-
drew its “Stop Busing® leaflets when it
was pointed out that the symbol in ques-
tion was identical with that employed by
the white racists; but the use of the
symbol in the first place is an example
of its appalling isolation from the Black
community and the struggle in cuestion.

The October League (Marxist-Leninist)
has emerged as a "softer" rival to the RU
-- less apt to engage in violence against
the rest of the left, less-dogmatic in '
both tone and substance, It is also poli-
tically to the right of the RU, serving
as a de facto tail for the CP in most
areas where it is active. It was the OL
which intervened in Iranian student
groups in favor of the Shah, the "anti-
imperialist leader." (It was denounced-
for this by the RU.)

Other Maoist groups are of less signi-

ficance. The Guardian represents a con-
stituency in search of the organizational
home it has lacked since Henry Wallace re-
turned to the Democrats in 1952, ' It has a
wide readership, but no substance to back
up its prestige. The BWC, PRRWO, and even

I Wor Kuen are important to the Maoists less

for their actual membership and periphery

-— which is quite small -- than for the con-

stituencies (Black, Puerto Ricans, Asian-
Americans) which they attempt to repre-
sent. The Communist Labor Party (form-
erly the Communist League) represents
the Maoist lunatic fringe; it remained
totally apart from the regroupment cam-
paign, proclaiming that it is the new
Communist Party. It is notable for its
view that Canada is part of the U.S.
(hence its term "United States of North
America") and its position of calling
for a "Negro nation" in the former Black
Belt region (in which both Blacks and
whites would be "Negroes").

The view asserted by some YSA com-
rades that American (and other) Maoist
groups represent counterrevolutionary
Stalinist formations is incredibly sim-~
plistic. Maoist groups in the U.S. have
recruited cadre on the basis of militant,
Cclass~-struggle politics opposed to the
reformist CP. Subjectively, they are -
absolutely loyal to the goal of world
revolution; objectively, they vacillate
between correct criticisms of CP prac-
tice and near-duplications of that .
practice. They are trapped in a real con-
tradiction between their own revolution-
ism and the actions. of the Chinese bur-
eaucrats; Chinese support for Bandara-



naike against the JVP and Yahya Khan
against the Bengali people were acutely
embarrassing for many Maoists and afford-
ed an opportunity to win over some of
their cadre.

The ambiguous nature of Maocism in
the United States is exemplified by the
case of the development of the Youth
Organization for Black Unity (YOBU). For
a considerable period, the YSA upheld
YOBU as an exemplary, militant organiza-
tion of Black youth. But the YSA, viewing
YOBU as a "mass organization, " falled to
perceive the inevitable development of
a group such as YOBU toward some sort of
ideological framework for its ac activities;

like SDS, YOBU could not remain indefin-
itely a nondescrlpt recruiting-ground for

other groups. The failure of the YSA to
intervene aggressively to win YOBU
toward a Trotskyist perspective ensured
that YOBU would turn elsewhere. Their
gravitation toward China reflects the
tremendous influence which the victory
of the Chinese Revolution over imperial-
ism and capitalism continues to exert
over Black and other Third World peoples
around the world; the ringing public
statements of the Chinese leaders and
the aid which the Chinese provide to
African and Asian liberation movements
bolster this attraction. African World,
the YOBU organ, began to take on a
Maoist flavor; YOBU as a whole began to
utilize Moaist political concepts.. The
response of the YSA was simply to drop
all references to YOBU from its docu-
ments.

Did YOBU -- in one step -~ go from a
healthy organization of Black youth to a
Stalinist organization, "counterrevolu-
tionary through and through"? Or did

the turn of YOBU represent, rather, an
attempt -- however faltering and er-
ror-prone -- to move toward revolution-

ary Marxism? Do we respond by denoun-
cing YOBU, or by praising those aspects
of its turn which are correct and pro-
gressive, while criticizing in a com-
radely manner the incorrect views and
concepts which accompany them? 'The
young militants of YOBU are scarcely
hardened "counterrevolutionaries"; they
are, rather, revolutionary-minded ac-
tivists who have made mistakes in their
ideological evolution and practice, and
we must tailor our approach to them
accordingly.

A final point is necessary in re-
gard to Maoism: the nature of the strug-
gle to win over Maoist cadre to Trotsky-
ist positions, in terms of the form
and content of our polemics. The com-
rades of the International Majority
were entirely correct last year when
they referred to the use (by the LTF
as a whole) of "peremptory, apodictic
and scarcely convincing arguments in
regard to Maocism." They added: "We
were and we remain of the opinion that
the struggle against Maoism requires

~aspect of the situation.
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powerful and precise analyses, and that

"its success will depend on the serious-

ness of these analyses. Experiences

in the countries where the international
minority leads Trotskyist organizations
demonstrates,..that its seemingly more
‘trenchant' (in reality, more simplistic)
style of polemicizing against the Maoists
has in no way reduced the extent of their
influence against the youth." ("The Dif-
ferences in Interpretation of the t'cul-
tural Revolution' at the Last World Congress
and Their Theoretical Implications," IIDB,
Vol. 10, No. 22, November 1973, pp. 26).
The YSA has two duties in regard to China
and other workers states: to defend the
gains made by the masses, while opposing
their bureaucratic misrulers. In the
past, we have paid insufficient attention
to the first of these, focusing instead

on criticisms of the Chinese bureaucracy.
Even the article by Tony Thomas in The
Militant defending China's existence as a

workers state against PL's state capital-

ist position focuses on the negative
aspects of China. Given the current level
of political consciousness in the United
States -- with the most vituperative anti-
communism still rampant among large sectors
of the population -- this approach must be
regarded as a serious mistake. Further,

as the IMT comrades point out, our polemics
are often so crude and so false as to

make them worthless. We must not prettify
the ugly aspects of the Chinese regime;

but neither should we yield to Stalino-
phobic hostility which only serves to
weaken our case,

Conclusions

The period ahead offers opportunities
which the YSA has never had before. It is
for this reason that it is crucial to /have
a full and open discussion of all aspects
of our orientation, line and practice,
to ensure the fullest possible prepara-

tion for the tasks we will have to face.
If for no other reason, the reinte-

gration of the comrades of the Internation-

alist Tendency would be required by this '

The arbitrary

and bureaucratic expulsion of supporters

of the majority of the Fourth Inter-

national cannot help but hamper the YSA

in the determination of the correct

method, line and practice. It also

represents an ominous step away from ad-

herence to the principles of democratic-

centralism codified in the statutes of

the FI and the YSA constitution. This

expulsion should be rescinded immediately.
The way is open for solid and signif-

icant growth for the YSA, in terms of

size, periphery and influence. The op-

portunlty is there; we hope that the YSA

has the courage and determination to take

it.
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