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PEAGE NEWS PEAGE?

by Harold Holt

Barly this wyear FBACE NEWS asked its readers
to take part in a survey "Towards a definition
of ourselves." This is both typicsl and sig-
nificant, Normally, one Judges the policy of a
paper by 1its leaders and by the kind of contri-
butions it accepts for publication, It is
difficult to do +thie so far as PEACE NEWS is
concerned, Thers is mo single editor to take
decisions, Wleadership passes freely" from one
to ancther of a group of editors and, according
to  the editors themselves, "Too often so far the
result in the office has bean chacs.® HNot only
in tha office. In the Aprdl 19th issue one of
the aditors ended an article on YBerlin, Dutschke
and the ney dimensions® by referring to the mili-
tant students in tha. following words: "Who can
blame them? And whoe can blame their counter-
parta in Britain, America and elsewhere? I
we are +to have any future at all, the main hope
lies with the young." If these are not rhetor-
igal questions, then the answer is FEACE NEWS!

It was predominantly the young who demonstrated
-~ with their QCermen comrades - in Grosyenor
Square on March 17th, But on March 8th FEAGE
VEWS published from its own saddress 2 lebter
signed "Chairman YCND", urging its readers to
fPerget March 17th. It 1s  dirrelevent and
dangercus.? Orly on ths very eve of the demop-
stration, March 15th, in response to a letter
from Adrian Mitchell threatening to withdraw from
the YCMD platform, did PEACE NEWS publish = dis-
claimer from the YOWD-executive saying that the
letter was written "in & personal capecity", that
¥CND had "ot hed amy official -position ae
repards the March 17th demonstration,” that some
members of the executive would "definitely be
taking parthl

The March Bth issue also contained a leader
BSham Solidarity" - in which PRACE HEWS attackad
the motives of the organisers, and those who
contemplated taking part in the demonstration, in
language which, in its misrepresentation and
pejorative and emotive use of words, could not
have been betitered by the yellow press. It was
supgested that the organisers ",.,.ask the mass of
supporters simply  to shout raucous slogans from
the safety of the horde, to interfere with pass-
ing motor traffic, no doubt, and to break through
a few police cordoms." Two days before the demo-
nstration FEACE NEWS leaders were still attacking
it ",...there is bound to be violence, either
sporadie or moTe probably wldeﬂpread“ = and
questioning the motives of the organisers. In
the event four pelicemen were treated in hospital
for slight Injuries and g1l had been discharged
the following dayl

JNDERSTANDING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF MARCH 17TH
Nowhers in PEACE NEWZS leaders was there any unde-
rstanding of the fact that thousands of men and
women wanted, by their actual presence at the
symbolic centre of aggression, Grosvenor Sguare,
to0 express their solidarity with the Vietnamese
in their suffering. WNor, afterwards, was there
any vrecognition that masses of people had risen
gbove indifference, risk of arrest, injury and
loss of employment to "voite with their feet!
against the enormity of the American presence in
Vietnan,

If a paper has no consistent poliey in times of
social, political and sconomie stress, it inevit-

ably becomss rTeactiomary, This i5 the position
in which PREACE NEWS now finds itself. TIn Britain
at least, where so many libertarian intellectuals
have th&ir cogy 1little niches, demonstrations
mist at £11 costs be peaceful, It still sSecems
to believe when it comes to action, that there Is
something ethical about the law itself, whereas
in fact it is a bludgeon in the hands of the
establishment, and that we should contimie to
play the democratic game according to the rules
although eoveryone knows the cards are stacked,
I+ is significant that in Paris, Home, Berlin,
Iondon and New York it is the students! heads
which have been bloody but are still unbowed!

HAYMOND WILLIAMS ON "WHY I DEMONSTRATE®

The crunch is coming but PEACE NEWS just dossn't
know what it i3 &1l szbout. Recently Raymond
Willigms spoke over the BBEC on "Why do I demomn—
strate?", and the playwright David Mercer wrote
an mm.\blish&d letter +to THE TIMES, Williams
sgid: "I think we have to remember that viclence
can be present in an established order where all
is superficially calm, just because the reserves
of sheer power are effective. I don't think mem
who disturb such an order can be honestly charged
with begimning the violence. I% 1is necessary to
say socberly snd quistly that the decay and corru-
phtion of the political system and the intolerable
violence now =actually directed against the poor
of the world, will go on being foupght by all
effective means; and that unless the demonstra-
tions grow into & new and open political move-
ment, thet fight will be ugly. Under a strain
like this, it's time, not aimply for those of us
who are demonstrators, who want a new democratic
politics, but for the society itself, a sociaty
more and more openly based on money and power, to
changa gnd be changad,m

Mercer seys: "With quite extraordinary obtuseness
¥ou recommend demonstrators once mwre to those
copstitutional procedures which they lmow perfec-
tly well will heave no results... The violence on
Sunday was not some kind of discraditable lapse
from decent standards of public expression in a
democratic society - it was the dramatic outcome
of profound and irreconcilable differences cuti-
ing across jyoumg and old, right and left... So
long as it takes place in ‘i:l.atna:m or elsewhere,

most pecple are not unduly disturbed, except tﬂ

click +their tongues over the horror of it all,
When it happens in OGrosvenor Square, there is a'
sanse of public cutrage - and colums of self-
righteous drivel in the newspepers. The unreal-
ity of the response iz amazing."

These are truths which FEACE NEWS would do well
te ponder., When, before March 1Tth was PRACE
NEWS muoted with al the EBC?
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For unity of the Left

Two contradictory processes have made unity of
the left both necessary and possible, Unity is
necessary because the traditional left has shown
to be impotent., Nothing conld be more certain
than that Labourts left, the Communist Farty, and
other sectors of the "eld left®™ will be unable to
bar the way to Powellism and other right-wing de-
velopments. On the otker hand, the success of a
mumber of militant organisations like the Vietnam
Solidarity Campaign, the fact that large numbers
of young people and students are prepared to str=
uggle, and the response to the workers! control
campaign all prove that there is a2 large potenti-
al waiting to be organised,

We mast unite or suffer the fate of the German
and Ttalian working classes before the war., If
we e unite, it is possible to envisage in the
not too distant future decisive struggles in
Britain which could start the process of the
overthrow of British capitalism,

What then are the cbstacles to immediate unity?
For our part, we ses no harrier to the TMMEDIATE
FORMATION OF A UNITED FRONT LIALSON COMMITTEE
bringing topgether many strapds of the left, In
particular, the Vietnam Sclidarity Campaign has
shown that such liaisom ecan and has been taking
place, Moreover, it can be Iirrefutably argued
that the success of +this orpanisation has lain
in its application of the united front strategy.,

UNITY IN ACTION

But this “Eook place in a certaln context: that
of ¢ the working together of all those who support
militant action in solidarity with the heroic

Vietnamese people. This unity in action meant a
brealt with those who would not take a firm line
on TVietnam. It meant creating an organisation
which was ACTIVE omn +his gquestion and did mot
confine itself to resolutions and articles.

We +think that +the lesscns of the V8C point the
way towards bullding a wider unity. The liaison
committee we have in mind would be one that org-
anises militant and mass activity. It would be
an organisation which excluded the "soggiest, It
would, whilst attempting to achieve the widest
unity, be =2 body that did not equivocate in its
support for all those engaged in struggle,

This cormitiee should have a positive programme
based wupon unifying prineciples which would seek
to Llink the strupgle in Britain with the world-
wide advance towards national liberation, social
advance and workers! demscracy. By its very
nature its strategy should be offensive rather
than concentrating on meeting the attacks of the
amployers and the Wilson Govermment., Only in
this way could it become a body which organised a
stiuggle designed +to lead the workers towards
socialism and the taking of power,

The more difficult problem of the unification of
varions marxist groups would be much easier 1o
solve after a period of working together in such
a committes, Nothing does moere harm to unitythan
an ill-conceived and ill-prepared unification., We
are, however, comvinced that the creation of such
a committee would rapidly lead to a gemine unity
of organisations,

— -
Your editorial comment on "Vietnam Perspectives®

the Russian role (F.l2), is complete rubbish,

Do you realise what a diffienlt position Russia

is in? The complete irrational fear, of the US

of Communists, the anti-Communist disease - is
what limits Russia's role in Vietnam - not
America's might., A1l the commmnist countries
apart from China realise that if Russia did
2ll in her power to remove the Yankee bastards
from Vietnam, the probable outeome would be  the
use of muclear weapons by the US; in which case
the migsery would become pgreater not less. Can you
imagine, if the roles were reversed if the
Soviet Union was devastating (say) Panama, that
the TS would restrict itself to providing def-
ensive weapons (free of all strings) and reason-
ablenass? Do you think that bastards like the
bloody crooks in the FPentagon would behave
sanely as did the Russians over Cuba when nuc=—
lear war looked imminent? I believe in Marxism
but I don't think your way will achieve it, »The
wholes world of thinking pecple is impressed by
the TVietnamese courage and single-mindness. Non-
Marxista the world over, are being gradually
impressed by +the Russian resolute support and
restraint in this war, and are realising just
what capitalism is and being revulsed by it,

I have been to Russia recently and I can tell
you the average Russian is shaking with rage at
what the TS is doing to their comrades in Vist-
mam. If we take up my example of Panama again -

can you dmagine what pressure the "Super Pat-
riots® like Goldwater and his like would put on

ths Covermment if their country

t restricted
itself to supplying defensive weapons?

AN TNTERWATIONAT. SRIGADE

Well, I can tell you that the US has not got tho
perogative of "Super Patriots" — Russia has +them
as well., I think the Russian constraint is  the
sign of their maturity., But for muclear weapons g
and the US willingness o use them, the Russians
would have aided the Vietnamese to the hilt and
driven out the Yanks years ago. T am now of +he
mind that the only method of making the US pull
out of Tietnam would be a successful ecall for an
International Brigade.

continued on page 10.
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Marxists and

PART 2
WHT TABOUR DOMINATES

This is why the Labowr Party dominstes working
class politics and why, indeed, even those not
in the ILabour Party or even hostile to 1t have
to oTient themselves towards it in day-to-day
politiecs. The mass of the workers see no altern-
ative to that of trying to express themselves
politically +through the Lsbour FParty.  This
explains the ability of the Labour Party to even
improve 4ts position after such experiences as
the 1929 and 1945 Labour Govermmemts, History
indicates most definitely that in the sbsence of
a mass=hgsed altermative +the Labour Party will
survive even Mr, Wilson's terurs; and that
we could see the politice of ths mid-1970's domi-
nated by the guestion of a return to power of
Labour in face of a viciously anti-working clasa
Tory Govermment” (which could, perhaps, ineorg-
orate some of the features of de Gaulle's regime
in France). Such an eventuality would mean the
loss of the experience of a whole decade.

To +those who would poimt to the by-election
results as an answer to this arpument we would
Teply: did you nobice something wery fumny?
Despite the policies of the Labour Government
and despite all the dissatisfactiom, thousands
of workers still went to the polls for Labour,
Thiz is the . most extraordinary feature of the
by-election results, This is the factor which
would puzzle the mythical man from Mars.

The experience of the Commmisgt Farty is most
salutary: It has had a daily paper for some 38
years, a full-time apparatus of some strength
for over L0 years, and the prestige and backing
of +the Soviet Unlon for nearly 50 years, and yet
it remwains 1ittle more than a sect. Of coursa,
the crimes and zig=-zags of stalinism have playsd
a large role in discrediting it but thi=s is
by no means the full explanation, Even with the
disadvantage of being assoclated with stalindsm
the TFrench and Ttalian Commnist Parties have
grown imto mass formations. What is the essen-
tizl difference? In answer one must say that in
both those countries the Commmnist Parties arose
out of mass currents within long-established
Socialist FParties (even to the extent of command-
ing a majority). Those who would put all thelr
efforts into producing a daily paper should
ponder the experience of the British Commmist
Farty.

AVOIDING A "STRONG® TORY GOVERMMENT

It would be & serious mistake to think that the
arrival of a "strong" Tory Government would mean
an upsurge of workers! struggls. It would take
rlace under eqnditlons in which the working class
had suffered a defeat. Most likely this defeat
would be paralleled wsith a decline of workers!
organisations. Moreover, the Tories are not
fools: by demagogy and clever tactics they would
geck to mmimise the workers! struggle. We
believe that the best way to avold such a
disaster is -by building a mass left wing alter-
native o Wilson within the Labour movement. For
the next year or two a jump 1o revolutionary

the Labour Party

by Pat Jordan

consciousness by very large mumbers of worksrs
would be ‘oo big a step to expect (although we
would like +o be proved wrong)., Without that
alternative, apathy and, in the best circum-
stances, concentration on pure trade uniom
struggle would remain supreme.

Such a masg left wing will not come Into exist=
ence as the result of any fight put up by the
remnants of the traditional laft; that mich is
clear. But it is still possible that the huge
trade union oppesition could, if it avoids comp-
romise and the abandonment of political struggle,
provide +the mass base for such & left, The role
of marxists would have to be that of helping this
mass left to werk out a consistent, realistic and
offensive strategy and programme, Marxists will
hare to orgenise within this trade union opposit-
ion a firm core whish will aet as a counter
against tendenciss towards making the kind of
"errors® Cousins and others made in relatiom to
the dockers! and busments struggles This is
best done by us making the firmest and uncomprom-
ising ecritieism. Silence iz the esuivalent of
complicity.

0f egeurse, this mass left would underge many
politiesl and organisational developmemts before
it laid the baslis for the mass soclalist partye
Without doubt there would be severs political
gtruggles and even fresh schisme before that
process was completed., But such 3 strupgle is
inevitable for anyone who wishes to bulld the
mass socialist party. It camnnot be avoided by
remaining within a small but pure little group
- wpolitics, especially revolutiomary politics,
iz & +tough business. If one doss mnot like
getting wet, one should not go swimming.

THE NEW FACTORS

Is, then, our attitude towards the Labour Party
exactly the same as in 1%6L? The short answer is
- how conld it be? When the attitude of the wast
majority of the workers has altered, how could we
retain the same approach?

In a period when the mass of the workers have
great illusionz in the Labour FParty it is no
1ittle thing for marxists +to be thrust out of
that party: In such a period marxists are justi-
fied in being .circumspect on organisational
matters and, politieally, must appear in the
public eye as the foremost advocates of Labour to
power. In a period when the mass of the workers
have lost their immediate illusions in the Labour
Party it is imperative that any marxist in that
party i3 a resolute and dypamic opporent of the
right wing policies of the Govermment, If this
maans the risk of expulsion so mich the better,
A marxist would conduct his fight againat
expulesion and for re-instatement on the grounds
that he was defending the true working clasa
traditions of the Labour Party by opposing the
policies of tha Governmant,

Because so0 many militants have left the Labour
4




Party and because the left is so fragmented -
not least on the question of its attituds towards
the Labour Party = it iz necessary to create noo-
exclusive united front orgens of struggle on
particular issues. To argue, as some do (e.g.,
supporters of the British MILITANT), that
activity in +these organisations is a diversion
from "true working class politics in the Labour
Party". is to completely misjudge the situation.
This argument = together with its corollary: +the
insentitive ecastipgating of people who can't
stomach the ILabour Party ("go back and capture
your ward") - 4is one of the misapplication of
tactice at the best and servility before the
right wing at ths worst. It is a thoroughly
healthy class feeling to be sickened by the
Labour Party and dits terrible internal life,
Those who are NOT sickened are the ones we should
be Buspil:-iﬂuﬂ af-

UNATTACHED MILITANTS AND NBEW FORCES

The truth of the matter is that we will be quite
unable to draw peorle back into the struggle
inside the Lsbour Party until we have demozn=
strated that we can wage a real strupgle and that
the struggle has some perspective of success
= that is why it is all the more Important that
no one leaves the Labour Party volunmbarily,

Activities such as the Vietnam Solidarity
Camraign and the workers'! control campaign keep
together unorganised militants in meaningful
activity and exert a pressure on loeczl Labour
Parties., More important, they provide a means of
attracting and bringing into politiecs thousands
of young people who have no interest in tradite-
ional British politiecal formations.

From these two stranda: +the unattached militants
and the newly interested young pecple, can come
the bulk of the new cadres to provide the hard
marxist core for the mass left of the future. If
thiz mass left can be brought into existeace out
of the trade union struggle against the Labour
Government's incomes policy we may 72t break the
impasse in British working class politics, We
mist hurry; this has to be done before Wilson
dogs irreversible damage to the structure of the
Labour movement,

Nelther passive work in the Labour Party mor
sectarian adventures in the political wilderness
will help this process. Continuing the struggle
within the Labour Party in an open and wvigorous
manner can. Hand in hand with this mmst go the
creation of united froot organs of struggle. 4
fight +to0 get people imvolved in the Labour Party
struggle will be won by example and thorough
discussion and not by the invocation of fetishes.
Unless there is some drastic change in the
relationship between the organised working class
and the Labour Party, marxists must conduct the
struggle along these lines,

There 3is no simple answer to this question. We
are in the middle of a process which has not
yet jelled out., There has been no significant
move at union conferences for a rupture with the
Labour Party, npeither has any alternative force
appeared on the scene, (Despite +the election
reverses of Labour, the Commmunist Party made very
minimal gains and in Scotland clearly lost wvotes
to the Natlomalists. It gained two seats, natio-
nally, the same munber that the Cornish National
Movement gained),

PRESERT POSITION CANNOT CONTINUE
On the other hand, it is clear that the present

state of affairs cannot corbime: if Tabour!s
slection position remains as .it is powy dite
relationship with the unions is bound to suffer,
Union leaderships will be under tremendous press-
ure o drop their embarrassing 1links with a
totally discredited party,

This factor is the key to understanding the
question: no matter how low Labour's fortunes
may be now WHILE EVER THE RELATIONSHIF WITH THE
UNICHS EXTSTS THERE IS ALWAYS THE PROBABILITY OF
4 FENERAL OF ITS SPECIAL POSITION VIS-A-VIS THE
WORETNG CLASS., This is all the more so beecause
there is no sign whatsoever of an altermative

political party £illing the gap.

But it i=s clear that British politice can no
longer go on in the same manner. Already, thers
iz talk in serious bourgeois journals of the need
for a "strong man® (although those  commentators
who quoted the example of Franece to back this
argument must have red faces nowl)

THE P(WELL AFFAIR

The Powell Affair has shocked many sections on
the left. It is to be hoped that this shock will
expedite the process of the formation of a united
front agzinst the Govermment!s right-wing po-
licies and other right-wing forces., But the key
is to dispose of the obstacle that the Labour
Party presents to the tuilding of & mass maryist
party.

This obstacls will not be disposed of by workers
abstaining from politiecs or woting Tory or
natiomalist. Neither can it be slimimated by
pure Industrial struggles - even when these str=
uggles are, by implication, against the state,
The large-scele defection of workers from the
Lsbour Party, to apatky or the right, makes this"
Job more diffienlt becsuse the essential lesson
has not been learmt,

Marxists should still remain in the Labour Party
but doing everything in their power to initiate
the most vigorous opposition possible to Wilson,
They should seek to use the mnieipal election
results to comvince the remaining socialists in
the party of the disastrous folly of mot fighting
Wilson TO THE END,

POSTECRIPT: AFTER THE MUNICIFAL ELECTIONS

It is diffieult to exaggerate the extent of
Labour's defeat in the mundeipal slections
held this year, In seme large industrisl towns,
Ledcester, Birmingham, etc., Labour failed to win
a single seat. Some of the Tory victories were
80 sensational as to be scarcely believable, for
example taking of econtrol in Islingtom.

In Scotland, the success of the Scottish Nation-
alist Party was just as decisive and unexpected
by most political commenmtators,

In political terms these results can be seen as
the rejection of the Labour Party and Wilsen
and his Government by sections of the working cle
ass on a scele that makes the 1931 election Seem
mild. Does this, then, mean that the arguments T
have used in this article are no longer valid?

SUBSCRIBE TO INTERNATIONAL

INTERMATIONAL is ten shillings for six issues,
or one pound for twelve iszsues,
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5




SOLIDARITY
WITH
7 /o
CUBA

by Bob Turpin and John London

Cuba has coms a lomg way Since 1959 and its jour-
ney has not been an easy one. Even now, despite
ths considerable social, political and economic
advances that have been made, there remain many
problems. In the early days many mistakss were
made, and the Cubans would be the first te admit
this, In tha first years of +the revolution
Cubal’s political role was not entirely clear,
but now with many developmental stages complets,
mary problems overcoms and a radical agrarian
reform carried out, a clear-cut political pattern
has emerged. What we are witnessing is the crea-
tion of a gpemine workers! state which has made
international extension of the socialist revolut-
isn an essential part of Govermment policy, In
this sense, Cuba's Present pesition iz of great
historic importance,

Cubals advances are all the more heartening when
ona considers the vilnerability of its position,
With remarkabls courage, the Cuban leadership has
dared to take & politieal line independent of
both Russiz and China at the risk of pressure
being put on it from both countriss, This is
especially sc in the case of the Soviet Union,
which is now Cuba's prineipal trading partner,

BUREAUCRACT AND THE PERMANENT REVOLUTION

The Cubans have obviously drawn lessons from
CUhina ard HRussia, In China it is witnessing a
similar degeneracy into bureaucratism to Wwhat has
pceurred in Russia, Hence the great attention
that the Cubans pay to questions of bureaucracy.
The Cubans have also learnt the lesson of the
defaats suffered in many countries through the
theory of the revolution in stages. That is why
they reject the idea that the national bourgaois-
i@ can play a revolutionary role in Latin America
and similar countries.

The Cuban revslution and its enormous achieve-
ments have inspired the world and put new hope
intn the liberatisn struggles of the Third dorld,
Thiz is the revolution that transformed barracks
into schools, wiped out illiteracy, poverty and
disegze more quickly than any other workers!
state, In some f£islds of education it is not far
bahind the most advanced coumtries in the devel-
opment of new techniques, No less spectacular
are the advances in medicipe, the eradication of
many diseases which plagued.the country before
the revolution, These steps, together with the
devalooment of advanced methods of trestment,
have made Cuba one of the healthisst countries in
tha world.

STATE FARMS AND SMALL FARMERS .
Seventy per cent. of the land Is mow stata-owned

and the remaining thirty per cent is cimed by
small farmers, who belong to the Mational Assoc-
iation of Small Farmers through which they obtain
credits and regulats their relations with the
stats, (There wara two excellent articlss in
INTERCONTINENTAL FRESS recently on this topie.
Available from: Pioneer Book Service, 8, Toyobes
&t., London E.1, - agk for the April 19 and May
20 issues; they cost 2/- each, plus 6d postage.)

Since the ‘great polemic in the first years
etween the "agricultural” sector and the Pindus=
trial? sector as to which should be the economie
base for the country's advance, mamy industries
have sprung up. The early ones being subsidiar-
ies of agriculture, sspecially the mamifacture of
machinery which has greatly increased GCubals
sugar cutput.

Cuba has many economie problems and not the least
is the economic pressure being brought to bear by
the USSR, This dis hardly the sort of relation=
ship one would expect from & fraternal state, btub
seen in the 1lipht of Russia's sttitude towards
tha liberaztion movements of the Third World and
its policy of Poesceful co-existence [in part
a reflection of its own internal weaknesses) it
iz not altogether surprising,

THE IEFT MUST SUPPORT REVOLUTIONARY CUBA

Under these circumstances, and in view of the
American policy of Iaying seige to Cuba, it is
lmperative that all socialists give solidarity
support to revelutionary Cuba, The record of the
left in Britain is not very good in this respact
and it is to be hoped that this will be soon be
put right,

A victory for Cuba's present revolutionary poli-
cies would represent an enormous step forward for
world progress., A defeat for them, on the other
hand, would be a terrible blow to world soelal-
ism, It is up to all of us t0 make sure that the
outecoms is favourabls,
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The politics of the student upsurge

by Julian Atkinson

The trzditiomal Ileft-wing wview of students has
been that they were a2 privileged elite who drove
trains in the General Strike. This view corres-
ponds less and less with the reality of the stu-
dent movement, Very roughly since the days of
the Free Speech Movement in Berkeley, a wave of
student wunrest has travelled round the developed
world, Rome, Warsaw, Berlin and Parls have been
rocked by student demonstrations, In Britain,
although the wave of student militancy has been
less aggrossive and less well organised, consid-
erable changes in the temper of the students have
been apparent, Sit-ine, supported by consider—
atle sections of the university population, have
been held in L.5,K, and Leicester, Militant dem
cmstrations have been launched against establishe-
ment figures in Leeds, Manchester, Essex, Shef=
field and Sussex, The March 17th demonstration
owed much of its success to student participation
and univeraity activities,

The old analysis of the political rale of stu-
dents sSeemS not to make much sensa, It was not
the students who wers scatbing in their recent
confrontation with the dockers. Why has student
politics moved so gharply to the left in recent
years? One answer lies in the de facto coalition
between Wilson, Powell and Sandys, which has
closed the option of traditional party politics
to many young radieals, but other reasons lie
firmly rooted in the university based situation.

UNIVEESITIES HAVE BECOME ENOWLEDGE FACTCORIES

The rhetoric of liberal education lives on but
only a8 a facade +to cover g university that is
now a knowledge factory. Az the techmology of
capitalism grows more complex, so there is a com-
mensurate need +o churn ocut a skilled labour
furce to service the economy. The university as
a function of big business has been adequate=
ly discussed in the Robbin's Report, let alome in
any soclalist critiques. In destroying liberal
education - which it is agreed was over-rips for
destruction - capitallsm has substituted a stunt=
ed utilitarian alterrative whose watchwords are
Uopeciaglisation® and "practicglh, Iniversity
gducation is o lopger the finmishing school for
gentlemen, but the "socially necessary work of
training and study", to use the phrase of Andre
Gorz, without which the economy would not survive
today. The Pdilettante” student is now being tu-
rned into an appreoties,

Az well as the global wiew of the University in
capitalism, it is necessary to fill in some finer
details, A part of +the British student exper-
ience has been a revolution of rising expectat-
ione. Even & few years back, many working-class
were surprised and delighted +that they had been
gllowel] to go to university. This deference to

& of the self-governing, independent cite-
adels of learping has subsided, leaving many who
are willing to question the function and quality
of the education they receive. On top of this,
the grant situnation is such as to put magy stu-
dents din wery s=serious financial difficulties.
The present rise of £25 a year in the grante of
provincial students is an insult, At Hottingham,
Hall fees have promptly been raised by £17.

ROVERFRODUCTION® OF STULERTS
One surprising aspect of this situation is the

crisis of Moverproduction® of students, This is
a well known featore of India and other third
world = ecountries, but it is now seriocusly baing
debated Iin Burope:. During the recent student
strikes in Paris, Mare ZTamansky, Dean of the
Science Faculty, asked the following gquestion,
THow does anybody think that our society can
absorb every year 3,000 sociologists, 2,400 psy-
chologists and 790 archaeclogiste?® Rarlier, the
chairman of Kodak had raised & similar point and
answered it. "It is & bad thing to be in 2 coun-
try where there ds a surplus of highly skilled
personnel, since, should a crisis arise, young
people who have spent a long time in studying but
without being able to get a suitable post at the
end, are not merely a point blank loss, from the
point of view of wasted imvestment, but also a
threat to the established order®. This aspect
may not be acubte in Britain, but, for example, in
the cut-down of teachers in spite of their "scar=
city", it could be a growlng problem.

The response of the left +o the stodent up-
surge has bteen confused. From Wright Mills
and Marcuse has arisen the concept of stu-
dents, as opposed %o the working class, be-
ing the oprogressive force that is capable
of radieally reforming society. Many Marxcists
- even those whe recruit mainly studsnots -
or, perhaps, especially those who recruit mainly
students = have countersd with a rehash of the
"driving +trains in the Geperal Strike™ thesis,
They delend, it must be said correctly, the prime
role. of +the working class in any transition to
sogialism, In & very mechanleal marnmer they then
convert this truth into a simplistic truism by
downgrading completsly any activity directed alo=
ng student demands. The students must be brought
off the campus intc real struggle,

N3 ON THE EBUSES™

This confusion of short-term and long-term stra-
tegiss sSeems endemic to the British left. Just
a8 some will counterpose "workers! uniting® to
Black Power, so at the recent Leicester student
conference some marxists were calling for stud-
ents to "go on the busea™ and take part in the
real struggle rather than organise on the camus,
In fact the only way of getting large rumbers of
students <to adopt a marxist approach is via stoe
dent demands. Both the L.5.E. and Leicester site
downs showed that a sizesble minority of students
can become student-militants, This does not mean
that all of these will become politicised, but
sizeable mmbers will be. The way ghead for the
student left can only be by a judicious mixturs
of agitation on anti-imperialist struggles, in-
volvement 1in working-class struggles and a syst-
emetic defence of student conditions with a
series of probing demands aimed at the University
establishment. The fruition of such work, owing
to the death of WALSO, will be the creation of a
national Student Socialist League,

The journal of the JOR. Available from Pioneer
Book Servics, 8, Toymbes S%, London E.1l.
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French students initiz

by Linda Fryd, Briton, active in French student politics

What made the French students descend en massa
into +the streets of Paris and then of the prov-
ineces? What was it that brought about ths open
confrontation on May 3rd and subsequent days in
viclent and bloody street battles betwesn French
youth and the forces of "law and order?n

on the spot report

e
The week May 3rd to 10th represents a decisive

turning point not only for the students tmt for
working class struggles also. For the first time
young worksrs flowed into the streets to support
the students and schocl pupils with their +teach=
ers; and it wes the young workers, eager and enl=
ightened, who were helping students to erect the
barricades: something they had never been taught
by their own organisations,

One of the main issues was that within the educa-
tional establishments there existed no medium
through which students, school pupils and young
apprentices could exXpress grievances and their
desire for free discussion. Frovided with no
material facilities, the students of Nanterre,
a new residential faculty on the outskirts of
Paris, were left with no alternative than to
odoupy the lecture theatres in order to carry
out their politieal discussions, The intervent-
ion of the extreme right-wing group "Occident" to
try to halt the movement of "contestation®:t
against the bourgeois university, and ths system
which engendered it, led to¢ the closing of the
faculty by the panic-stricken administration.
This sparked off a wave of radical protest among
students everywhere, and the Nanterre movement
went to the Sorbonne in order to extend the resi-
stance to the repressive measures adopted by the
anthoritiss,

WHI "ZONTESTATION® STARTED

The . movement of "ocontestation® owed ites develog=
ment since the begimming of the academic year to
the eduocationsl freforms® contained in the
Fouchet plan, The main purpose of this plan was
to "rationalise® the system of national education
- with more streaming and selectivity, and more
examinations which effectively reduced +the
opportunities of working class children to obtain
higher education,

The radical trend was reinforced by news of the
struggles +aldng place in universities in other
parts of BEurope, particularly in Berlin, Milan,
Warsaw, Prague and Madrid, With the assassination
attempt on HRudi Dufbschke, West German students
intensified their struggle and extended to a
general attack on the right wing press for its
red=baiting and smears against Imbschke and the
SBS. The following day, in Paris, a joint demon—
stration and protest mesting was organised in
solidarity with the German students.

INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY

During +thiz pericd, thers were also left-wing
solidarity demonstrations supporting the students
and workers of Poland in thelr fight against

repression and for a trus soclalist =
And the National Vietnam Committee (CVN) and the
Maoist Comites de Base escalated thelr Tietnam
solidarity demonstrations, adopting new forms of
action to coincide with the Tet offensive.

On May 3rd, the day after the closing of Nanterrs
a gathering of studente of militant left=wing
groups in the courtyard were plamming the defence
of the Sorborme against a rumoured fascist attack
- tha rector called in the police to clear tha
courtyard. The students offarsd ne resistance to
the police but the men were arrested, neverthele-
&8, as they lefi the precincts, by riot police
who had surrounded the university area.

It was this repressive and illegal action which
aroused the indignation and loud protest of the
students and bystanders who witnessed it, and
against whom the police turned in fury, chasing
them with truncheons flailing out of the sguare
and up side streets, whether or not they were
imvolved in the struggle, This provoked violent
retaliation by the students some of whom began
throwing anything they could lay their hands on.
Thiz fighting went on late into the night and
many arrests were mada.

EXFLAINING TO THE PUBLIC

Over the wesk-end, the left-wing studerts undon
(UREF) took up the task of explaining the stru-
ggle to the public and trying to demystify the
distorted accounts presented in the press, which
were not demied by the authorities, The following
Monday, the struggle was resumed in the form of
an organised demonstration in which the politieal
youth groups participated and which culminated in
further street fighting when the police attempted
to drive the students out of the Latin Quarier,
using tear gas bombs to clear many areas, But
whole streets were occupied by students who had
dug themselves in and erected barricadass,

So far, the leading groups in this struggle had
been the March 22nd movement of Manterre, (whose
leader, Daniel Cohn-Bendit had been among those
arrested and whose release was being demandsd);
the dJeunssse Communiste Revolutionnaire (JCR) a
marxist revolutionary youth organisation which
developed from an opposition tendency in the CF
student organisation; the UNEF, (the Union Natio-
nale des TFitudiants de France) the left-wing
students' union referred to above; the Federation
des Etudiants Hevolutionnaires (the Lambertist
student movement linked with the Revoltes youth
group); and the recemtly-constituted Maoist youth
organisation, the UJEML (Union de la Jeunssse
Comministe-Marxiste-Leniniste),

Ocoupying a prominent place also was the School
Action Comittee (CAL) - formed in the spring in
order to defend victimised wilitants who had been
trying to organise protest activity in the
schools, The expulsion of comrades from the
schools led to the demand for freedom of expres-
sion, trade wunion and political fresdom, They
organised sympathetic strikes in the schools and
participated actively in the student struggle,



te decisive struggle

THE ROLE OF THE COMMUNIST FARTY

The Communist Party, hitherto hostile to the
student movemsnt, which it sam as & powerful and
rival ocohesive force among the radiecal youth,
capable of appealing to young militant workers,
now sSeized the opportunity to adopt a leading
rols by joining the demonstration organised by
the movement on May 7th., It was coolly received,

On the Friday, May 10th, a demonstration was
organised starting at 6.30 in the evening. The
police made no attempt +to block the studembs?
entry to the Latin Quarter - in fact they seemed
almost to chamel the demonstration into that
area, The students procesded to dig themselves
in; the police waibed until all the barricades
were completed, then they moved in with tear gas
bombs and combat gas grenades, similar to those
used by the Americans in Vietnam and in the Black
Ghettoss, For five hours the studemts fought to
defend their positions, determined not to yield
until their demands were satisfied.

These demands were:

a) re-opening of +the Sorborme and the Nanterre
faculty;

b) release of all comrades arrested during the
struggle; and

o) withdrawal of police from ths Latin Quarter,

In the early hours of the morming, around 5 or 6
o'clock, the students were finally able to dispe-
rse and the police withdrew. Hundreds of people
had been serionsly injured and many were still
being taken to hospital.

PUBLIC SYMPATHT GROWS

By the following day, public sympathy for the
students aroused by the miltitude of reports of
police brutality, and solidarity demonstrations
in the provineces, created intense pressure on the
Govermment to comply with the students! demands,

Joverrment spokesmen later announced that the
studenta® three demands would be met. Meantims,
the Communist-dominated General Confederatlon of
Labour (COT) and the other unions (CFDT and FO)
called a generzl strike and a massive demonstrate-
ion for Monday, May 13th. This demonstration
gathered about a million people and among the
slogans were: "De Gaulles, Murderer’, "Happy
Hirthday, General!" (referring ironically to the
tenth anpiverssiy of the coup that brought de
Gaulle %o power); "len years is too muchl ";
"Fouchet resign]®; "Grimsud resignl® (Grimaud is
the Paris Chief of Folice); "Fopular Gowv ns.
end "Down with Repression]®

The students proceedsd to ocoupy the faculties
and carry out debates and discusslons to prepare
futvre action, and in particular to organise
Jocal action cormititees in order to make cortact
with young workers,

what began as the movement of "contestatlon® of
the university based on educatlionsl grievances
had growm in strength with a developing consc-
Zousnese of the cless nature of the repression.
It was increasingly realised that the struggle
was with the state and gll the forces of bourg=-
eols soclety,

Sipce the students had achieved virtual satis-
faction over their demands, the student and
youth political organisations, which had trans-
cerded their political differences in order to
be most effective in the fight apgainst the
police and Judicia]l aunthorities, resumed their
aviommous work at a higher level. At the time
of writing it is too early to predict the outcome
of the presert wave of strikes and seizures of
facteries which have brought France to a stand-
s4i11, Much depends on the ability of French
workers to grasp the revoluticomary pessibilitles
of the present sitvation., There gppears to be no
alternative leadership within the existing
worldng class organisations strong emough to
lead the workers in a revolutionary struggle
apainst the ossifled trade union and party
buresucracies,

INDFFENDENT CLASS ACTION

There is, however, a consciousness among the
workers who took independert class action, over
the heads of thelr organisations, that the Commu-
nist Party has betrayed them, and betrayed ths
students by dits initidl desire to isolate their
struggle from that of the workers., (HUMAKITE,
the Communist newspaper, eagerly seised on amy
opportunity to demounce as "leftist" and "advent—
urist® those elements on its left, including the
so-called "(erman Anarchist" Cohn Bendit, who had
been in the forefront of the students! movement).

Although the Commmist Party and the Left Democr—
atic Federation (reformist class-collaborationist
Alliance) along with the COT, CFIT and FO,are
demanding & new Govermment and General Election,
which will "umite 4811 the left demoeratic and
anti-monopolistic elemente®, there is still an
gtmosphere of freedom and relisf and of a new
sel f=confidence which . the workers discovered in
struggling slongside the students and school
rpils against a common enemy.

The task of the young revoluticnary organisations
that have come %o the forefront of the French
political scene must be to carry out a process of
clarification of the nature and aims of the
students! fight, its perspectives, and the whole ~
question of power which +the present situation
poses.

# "Gontestation"™ - the policy of contesting and
opposing the university authorities and their new
policias. 9



French students show the way

Who, on the lsft, could fail to be thrilled by
the struggls of the French students, Their
courage and determination set intc motion a pro-
cess which has sant bourgeois France reeling.
Tt mist be said in the most categorical terms
THAT IF THE OUTCOME OF THE PRESENT STHUGGLE IN
FRANCE IS NOT THE CEEATION OF A& WORKERS' STATE
THEN THE ENTIHE HESFONSIBILITY WILL LIE WITH THE
AEFORMIST COMMUWIST PARTY,

The students have filled the wvoid left by the
sbsence of a revolubtionary party to the best of
their ability. They have done more than this:
they have brought back revcolution %o western
Furope. Those who have doubted the possibility
of decisive class struggles taking place in the
#afflvent? west now =ee that their fears are
ungroundad,

The example of the struggle in France is one
which mmst both inspire us and make us think,
The overthrow of capitalism in the west is mot
something for the far and distant future: the
French students and workers have taught us that
if we fight hard enough and create the nscessary
organisations IT IS 0N THE ORIER OF THE DAY HNOWL

SOME VALUAELE LESSONS

For ihis valuable lssson we have +to thank the
French students and especially those left groups
who refused to be intimidated by =sithar the
regime or the bureaucratised "left® parties, We
are especially proud of the role played by our
collzborators - the JCR (sea  elsewhers In this
issue) - in this struggle.

But there are deeper lasssons to be drawn: the
left-wing French students were able fo bring inte
gction +thousands of students because they fought
on STUIENT ISSUES, In this country, many groups
have yet to learn this lesson; aceording to their
mythological marxism a student can only be a rev-
olutionary by purging his petit-bourgecis nature
on the pickst lime, We are not opposed  to
students going on the picket line or taking part
in tenants' struggles, etc. But first of all,
they must struggle as students for student power.

Should anmyome think that this 1s an abstract
question or mere guibbling we would refer them to
+he terrible mistake made by the co-thinkers of
the Socialist Labour ILeague in France. Thi
group, organised in the FIR, opposed the boilding
of barricades because this would "isolate the
students from the workers", Whilst the fierce
battles were taking place with the police in the
Latin Quarter, they held a meeting calling for
nzindant-worker unity?. This action shows the
terrible consequences of persisting in sectarian
mistakas. Let no-one think that the consequences
wold be any less disastrous in this countiy.

IT CAN HAPPEN HEHE

The French students have shown the way - let us
follow it, M1l over the country, small-scals and
- up to now - isolated student struggles have
takenn placs. It is quite clear that the pra-
conditions for = more generalised and coordinated
fight exist, Thers are moves to create a revolu-
tionary socialist astudent federation - we shall
support this move to the Dbest of our ability,
If this organisation is to play an important role
in breaking +the present Iirpasse in British

politics it must have the right theories. We
shall do what we can to help on that scora too,

The student stroggles have another important
lesson for the British left: that international-
i=m is witzgl, The struggles of the 818, the
Italian, Czech and Polish students all helped +to
inspire their French counter-parts. It is up to
the Jleft to develop these links and try o emil-
ate them in the field of workers! struggles. Buk
again, we have an example to work from.

The French students have - with thedr cracked
heads and fighting spirit - shown us the way. We
owe them a dsht, We can best repay this debt by
developing 2 similar militant strugele here, Let
our slogan bes

We can fiphtl - We can win} - LOHDON, Paris and
Berlint

Tt would hava to be & successful call Lo arms

with 2 to 3,000 volunteering from Britain, L,U00
from France, the same from Ttaly, and so on, it
the Tanks are to get a fright big enough to make
them get out, The International Brigade is mow
on the books and much will depend om how  things
go in Paris,

WHY THE VIETHAMESE ARE WEGOTIATING

Your editorial critieises Ho Chi Miph. The only
reason the North Vietnamese are going to talk
gbout talks with +the Americans is s0 they can
expose to the world +the hypocrisy of the West
and the barbarism and war crimes committed in
the name of such lofty motives as "freedom®, Mde-
mocTacy" and "Defending free pecples", etec,

I dom't +think the Huossian system is  perfect
or 1likely to be for a long time, but considering
the set-backs of +he interventlon forces, war,
and policy mistakes, they have a better systenm
than the US and are pointing in the general
dirsction of gprogress and, that — in 50 years =
from fifteenth century feudalism +to the space
A8

Ian Hall,
(editorial note: see page 11; we would be plaased
to lgarn what readers think of this letter)
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VIETNAM

a balance sheet of Russian aid

(Bditorial mote: this article has been translated from the Belgian socialist weekly, LA GAUCHE, The int~
roduction is by LA GAUCHE.)

Every time ws notice a red star on a supply cornvey bound for Vietnam, whether Soviet, Chinese or other,
we commend it because we want this aid to increass.

Until now, in the face of the tremendous and scientific character of American apgression, this aid from
socialist countries has remained insufficient, in our opinion, and badly co-ordinated,

The report of Gerard Chamt, a comrade specialising iIn strateglcal questions, proves it to us, at least
insofar as it concerns the Soviet Union. Has this aid increased much recently? It remains to be seen!

Day and mnight, for the last two years, a flood of fire and steel, without historical precedent, has
crashed down on Vietnam, & socialist country. The workers' states affirm that they are furnishing
"2ll necessary aid® - but necessary to whom? Soviet aid, if it increases, always follows rather than
precedas the degrees of American aggression, - At each stage of escalation there is a "readjustment" of
Soviet aid. These "readjustments" constitute defensive acts, which just allow Vietnam to hold on but in
any case will not serve to stop the escalation, and, for a very strong reason, repel it., In this article
we analyse the quality of the militery aid furnished by the USSR, in the context of the armament that it

can technically give.

Such an analysis, howaver summary, is overwhelming for the Soviet leadership:

the military aid given is

in every respect very much short of Vietnamese needs and, above all, the military possibilities of the

USSH,

The restrictions pertaining %o tha Russian military aid have pelitical reasons: they derive from the

strategy of "peaceful co-existence® that the Soviet leadership appliss to Vietnam as slsewhere,
they try to avold imvolyement in a potential direct confrontation with the USA, They must reply

evant,

In any

to escalation with counter-escalation, That is why Sovietbt aid only represents & mere minimim in the face
of Amarican air-power, necessary for survival but not for viciory.

IS ™ME QUALITY OF THE MATERTAL GIVEN INFERIOR?

EXAMPLE 1; FIGHTER ATRCRAFT

The MIG 21C, +the most modern apparatus given to
North Vietnam, "doesn!t carry rmuch weight® at
the side of the Phantom FLA of the American Air
Forca. The Ilatter beat the world spesd record
of the ¥YE-66 in 1961, a speeially strearlined
wversion, with an overpowering special torbo reac-
tor, stripped of its armament, of the MIG 21D,
which is, of courss, superlor to the ZIC.

The frontal radar of the MIG 21C, lodged in the
cone of the air-intake is fairly sufficient +to
gpot the enemy. It camot be used for fire-
diraction, nor Ifor a good reason, to guide the
machine, like that of the FLA,

The result is that the MIG 21C can only fight in
clear weather, for the clouds interrupt the infra
red. The MiGs 21 D,E,F, have a flexible capacity
for use in all weathers,

But:

(1) ¥one of +the MIG Z1E,F have been given
to Vietnam (a few MIG 2D appeared a 1little time
ago in the Vietnamese sky.)

(2) The USSE has given a very small rum—
bar of air-to-air infra-red Atoll machines, Evan
when the sky 3is clear, the Vietnamese pilots
mist attack from the rear with canon. This
tactic can usually be vsed against sub-sonicair-
eraft [{_,ing less than the speed of sound) but
it is suicidal against faster aircraft, particul-
arly the Fl.

{3) Moreover, the majority of the Vietnamese
forces remain equipped with MIG 15 and MIG 17,
sub-sonie aircraft,

It is superfluous to specify +that +the USSR
has fighters far superior to the MIG 21, Tha
MIG 23, all-weather {ighter, derived from the
MIG 21, mach. 2.6 to 2.7, that is to say moTe
powerful than the FLA,

The Yskovley Fiddler, all-weather fighter, very
heavy, a wide fisld of action, armed with air-to=-
air rockets with very complete electronic
aegquipment,

Both have been operational since 1961 (the
Tuchino parade),

And there 12 a new class of Soviet fighters:

= the new MIG, variable shape, mach. 2.7, supe-
rior to the American FJj,

- the Yakovlev all-weather fighter, ultra-rapid
mach, 3 and above,

= the vertical take-off fighter,

#11 these machines were exhibited with much
publicity in July 1967 at Domodoviedo: and they
are already in use(TASS AGENCY statements and
those of NATO experts),

EXAMPIE 2: GROUND-ATR MISSILES AGATNST AIR ATTACK

The SAM-2 missiles date back to 19511 They are
useful against aircraft flying at.mach, 1 and
above 1,000 metres altitude (e.g., the B52s shot
down at Virh Linh),
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Table of comparison betwesn the MIG and the F-li

MIG 21
Prototype 1955
Series 1959
Spesd Mach 2 to Mach 2.1

Reactor

Range of action 1,250 miles

Maximom armament 1 to 2 30mm carmon

750 litre tank

L air to air Atoll infrs red

missilas

1 "Ruznetzev", 6,500kg thrust
(with post-sombustion}

P-LA
1958
1960
Mach 2,5 to Mach 2.6

2 ®General Electrie®, with B,500kg
thrust, with post combustion

2,300 miles

L air to air Sparrow III missilas,
guided by radar
L air to air Sidewinder infra red
2,000kg of bomba

ﬁ

But the slightest electronic jamming makes them
SWHarve,

In a like manner, during October 1967, the BS2s
exploded the SAM rockets at 100 metres from them,
But again you must fire about 50 SAM to have a
chance of knocking out & supersonie aireraft,
The weakness of the SAM at low altitude is such,
that an American FLB pilot (an aircraft which
climbs quicker and turns more sharply than the
aforementioned rocket) could say: "I saw it
climb, 1like a long pencil, and turn round to
find me. T didn't wait for the rest. I climbed,
The SAM only lmocks down the less perfected
.E.Erican machines, and rarely, "by surpriss” the
FiC.

Moreover, the SAM (soms progress has been made
sinee) needs a range of acceleration which dro

near +the area of penetration, The rasﬁ?ﬂﬁ
o iy A e e

p
DCA*. (supplied, in the main, by China),

The troubls is that in 197 aircraft flew
2,000 km per hour, not at 600. The rate of los—

NEW LEFT REVIEW
KEEPS HIGH STANDARD

0f all the socialist periodicals appearing in
in Britain, much the most stimlating in recent
years has besn NEW LEFT REVIEW, partly because
there has been a conslistent attempt to develop a
marxist alternative o the orthodoxies of bourge-
ois social science scholarship;, and partly
because the editorial board has tried to place
this alternative within the context of the most
stimulating developments in Buropean marxism,

The current issus# maintains the very high stand-
ard, An article by Goran Therborn, of the
dwedish equivalent of VSC, examines the effect
of the Vietnam war on Buropean socialist mov-
ements, and another by Sartre examines the
genceldal character of US operatlions,

A controversy over the political significance
of Trotsky is cormtimed, and thers is a fascinate
ing report on the Cultural Revolution in Canton,
from a British teacher of English who is ab pres-
ent +taking part in it, A rather less' successful
series of reports by socialist workers on their
liwes at work is contimued by a militant shop
gteward in the aireraft industry, whose article

Ses is now 1 to 2 per cent, per mission, and the
Vietnamese fight with against the FLC, (They
shoot some down - Ses COURTER., )

If Soviet aid is increasing in guantiﬂ~ = it hes
doubled in a very short time - it stays the same
in quality (SAM 2 rockets and MIG 21), This inc-
rease will 1ift the rate of American losses from
1l to. 2 per cent. These have increased, until now
only because the mumber of missions carried out
rose. (2,408 US aircraft have been shot down - a
¥.ry small mumber if compared with ths means that
Russians have at their disposal,)

URTIL NOW THE MATERTAL GIVEN IS INSUFFICIENT IN
QUANTITY

The "Seven Days War" (Middle Bast) allows us to
acertain that the United Arab Republic has recei-
ved more MIG 21s than North Vietnam, Two thirds
of the Egyptian losses were replaced within two
months, by an airlift using A-F 16 cargo planes.
Soviet harpoon-rocket destroyers anchor in tha
port of Alexandria..,. but no-one has ever sesn
even & single ome in Haiphong,

Contimied next issua.,

is much less pretentious than most,

There iz a short selection of writings from a
marxigt literary and art critic. Finally, Martin
Nicolaus arguss, not very convineingly, thatthe
best of Marx still awaits discovery, Twenty clg-
arettes could well be sacrificed for thim
magazine,

* NEW LEFT REVIEW - No. LB, March-pril, 1968,
Availeble from 7, Carlisle St., London W.l.

o 5/6d, post paid,
R e David Riddell

THE "OBSERVER" ON THE JCR

In an article on the French crisis which appsared
in the May 19th i¥=sue of the OBSERVER the follow-
ing appeared:

Behind these organisations (UNEF and SNESUP) lies
one further body, the only really political move=
ment among them, It is the Jeumesse Communiste
Revolutionnaire (JCR), the French branch of the
world Trotskyist movement®, under the wunified
sacretarigt of the Fourth International, Tt ean
claim to have provided the chief inspiration and
political direction of the insurrection of the

contimued on page 1l.
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James Gonnolly - a tribute

*The Citizen Army is out today and if you wonder
why's
Go ask the Lords of the Banking House if their
cash returns be high,
For if they are there and we are here and a fight
to the kmife again,
The Citizen Army is out today, come, workers, are
ye men?"

Jamas Commolly

It is dimportanmt for socialists to remember and
honcur our heroes and martyrs, their example
inspires us, lifts us sbove the day-to-day strug-
gles and petty frustrations, gives us a standard
by which +to measure ocor own efforts and a scale
by which to judge our disagreements and factional
disputes. It is mno accident that the murder of
Che in Bolivia was followed by a masaive radical-
isation of youth all over the world, for them the
&logan "Che livesi" is a® potent and relevant as
amy economic demand or programme for social adva-
nce, and without this spontaneous upsurge of
altruism and soliderity a socialist society would
ba impossibla.

This month sees the centenary of the birth of
James Connolly, the Irish marxist, trade uniom
leader and republican revolutionary. OCommolly
was born on June Sth 1868 in Edinburgh to parents
who had emigrated to Scotland from County
Monaghan.

Comnolly did not actually go to Ireland until
1895, when hs founded the Irish Socialist Repub-
lican FParty; his close friend and fellow veteran
of the Irish Transport and General Workers Union,
William O'Brien, recalls him during those early
years as "a low sized sturdily built man with a
pronounced Scottish accent.® In 1898 he foundad
his first paper THE WORKERS REPUBLIC and spent
some years propagandising for socialism before
being forced to emigrate to Amerdica in 1903.

In Americs Comolly had a variety of Jobs, final=-
ly becoming an organiser for the famous WOBELIES
= the Industrial Workers of the World, His
experiences of this period had a great effect on
him and turned him into an able trade union
agitator,

But the call of Treland was strong, and in 1910
he returned with the aid of Irish friends and
well wishers to take up work for the Irish Trans-
port and General Workers Unlon,

Comnolly's experiences and ideas formed in the US
helpad to build the ITGWU, and the Irish Labour
movement 3into a powerful force, the employers
were not slow in reacting to this and in 1913
they oprovoked +the Dublin Lock Out in an atitempt
to smash trade unionism, Despite all the power
of +the employers, their attempt to enforce the
signing of the "“document® - a declaration that
amployees would repudiate or refrain from joining
the IT@WU, the co-operation they received from
th: British-imperialist forces, the starvation
imposed upon thousands of inmocent men, women and
children, the workers held firm, and despite
being foreced to give coneessions, they won the
right to organise the union of their choice,

The cuttreak of the First World War was a turning
point for Conmolly, he had always urged that the
Irish Workers fight for Irish independence, reco-

gnising the Importance of the struggle against
imperialism. Now he saw the opportunity. The
outbreak of war had meant thne selling out of a
large section of the petit bourgeois nationalist
movement, with Redmond sharing platforme with the
British  Prime Minister to wrge Irishmen to march
off to die for their oppressors. But a section
stood firm and in September 1915 a conference was
called of those sections of the Irish Republican
Brotherhood and the Irish Volunteers, leaders of
the Irish labour movement and Irish Citizen ATy,
At this conference Connolly urged that definite
rreparations for an armed uprising be made,

Thus on Easter Monday, April 2lgh 1916, units of
the Citizen Army and the Volunteers sstablished
positions in the PO, Stephen's Green and City
Hall area, while proclamations of the "Provisio-
nal Govermment of the Irish Republic® were posted
all over Dublin, amncuncing that Treland was a
fgovereign independent state, and claiming the
allspiance of all Irish men and women.

The fighting was bitter, and the Volunteers and
Citizen Army men fought tenaciously, Despite
their small rmmbers their street fighting methods
= worked oul by Gomnolly - were very effsctive,
but the cutcome was inevitable and on April 20th
Pearse, Comnolly, who had been severely wounded
during the fighting in the GPO, and McDonagh,
gigned the instrument of surrender. The decisive
factor had been the bringing of gunboats up the
Liffey to bombard the GP0, Liberty Hall, the hea-
dguarters of the ITGWU, and, incldentally, Ilarge
areas of Dublin surrounding them,

On Mgy 12th 1916, too ill from his wounds to
stand up, Comnolly was shot, propped up on a
stretcher. How +typical of the hatred and base-
ness with which imperialism treats brave men who
defy itl

CONKOLLY 'S IDEAS

What of Commolly's ideas? What can we learn from
them todzy? Connolly's writings reveal him as a
first class socialist propagandist, with a firm
grasp of basic marxist ideas, and a knack of ex-
plaining them in simple terms, He did not, how-
ever, have & deep theoretical understanding of
marxism, and tended to echo syndicalist and De
Lecnist ideas rather uncritically, but on the
major guestions which faced him, he was always
correct, amd he had that quality without which
the most brilliant theoretician will inevitably
betray, as did Kautsky and Flekhanov, tremendous
personal courage.

It has been said that Commolly was wrong to part-
icipate In the Easter Rising, and that he should
have concentrated on building a workers movemsnt,
Such an argument ignores the concrete situation,
Irish labour could never emanicipate itself wuntil
British dimperiazlism had been defeated, It was
Cotmolly's duty as a revolutionary to strike the
blow when it was most opportune - the middle of
tha idmperialist war. Commclly had no illusions
sbout his fate, William O'Brien reealls: "is we
parted shorily before ncoen on that Easter Monday
of 1916 he whispered to me "We are going out to
be slaughtered!, When I asked 'Ts there no hope?!
he replied 'Mone whatever!', Yet T never sax
him Jlook happier or more satisifed." That the
flame of revolution was oot caught up from his
embers is & reflection on the other leaders of
Irish labour - not on Commolly,
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British monopolies’ explosive growth

From the FINANCIAL TIMES of May 21

The 50 largest T.E. companies based on size of
market valus of quoted equity capital at March 31
1968, are shown in the accompamying table. This
has been compiled from a list supplied by the
London Stock Exchange.

O0f +the "Top Ten", Shell Transport and British
Fetroleum. have reversed their positions at the
head of the table, while ICT and British-American
Tobacco remain unchanged in third and fourth
positions, Unilever and Rio Tinto-Tinc have
moved dinto fifth and sixth places respectively
- Burmah 0ils, Marks and Spencer and GUS have
fallen back to seventh, eighth and ninth places

while General Electric (having taken over P.E]j
haz moved dinto tenth position from 23rd of last
Fear,

The market value of the 10 lsaders has increased
from £5,l03m. to £7,960m,, accounting for 50 per

o,

1 (2) Shell Transport 1,833

2 ((1) British Petroleum 1, 378

3 %3; Impsrial Chemical Industriss L 235

i (L) British-American Tobacco "661

5 (11) Unilever 567

& (19) Ric Tinto-Zine 501

7 '(6) Burmah 0il LT

B (5) Marks and Spencer Lls7

9 (7) Great Universal Stores Lz2

10 (23) General Electric lig
11 (10) Imperial Tobacco 11
1z (8) pistillers ife
13 (9) F.W. Woolworth 326
1L (1) courtaulds 315
15 (13) Prudential Assurance 303
16 (12) Royal Insurance 303
17 (15) Barclaye Bank 279
18 (16) Ouest Keen and Nettlaefold: 270
19 (35) Charter Consolidated 265
20 (22) Beecham 251
21 (17) Midland Bank 231
2 (==} Bass Charrington 215

23 (31) General Accident Filre and Life 208
2l; (21) Lloyds Bank 1956
25 (55) Consolidated Gold Fields 193

cent, of the +total wvalue for the 50 companies
of £5,97m. against £10,5h0m, of last year,

This year there are 65 companies with a valuation
greater than £100m, apisce, as against only 39
companies in 1567, This reflects to a large ext-
ent the big rise in share prices.....

The figures in parenthesis indicate each compa-
nyl 3 position in the corresponding list for 1967.

(Editorial comment: these figures, which reguire
careful amalysis, indicate two things: firstly,
that despite any fall in dividends, big business
is doing extremsly well under W:Llson* and second-
ly, that the growing mmpnhsatiun of British
industry is coneentrating capital at a fantastic

rate. There are many lessons for the labour mov—
ement in 211 this.)

fm,
26 (27) English Electric 191
27 (59) Glaxo 191
28 (39) Flessey 188
2o (18) Eoots Pure Drug 1BL
30 (32) Leyland Motara 1i2
31 (25) Commarcial Union Assurance 1tk
32 (20} Associated Portland Cement 169
33 (PL) British Motor Holdings 16l
3l (26) Allisd Breweries 184
35 (L42) Coats Patons and Baldwine 163
36 (28) National Provincial Bank 160
37 (L5) Rank Organisation 159
38 (L9) Thorn Electrical Industrias 158
39 (l1) Dunlap 157
Lo (L7) Associlated British Foods 150
la {38) Westminster Bank 1L
L2 {30; BICC 17
L3 (70) Epglish China Clays 1
Ll (50) Radin Rentals 12
LE (77) Selection Trust 136
b6 (L5} Metal Box 135
L7 (29) Internations] Publishing 120
L8 (54) Reckitt and Colman 120
49 (3L4) Reed Paper 119

50 (68) Electric and Musical Industries 115

B ——
Continmed from Page 12, Signed articles do mot necessarily represent our editorial views.

past two weeks, which may justly be deseribed as
the greatest success the Trotskyists have ever
achieved in Europe,

The JCR believes that revolution is war, Like
Troteky, its prorhet, it is fascinated by mili-
tary strategy. Its members are inflamed by the
twin +themes of the ills of bourgeocis socisty and
what they call "colonial revolution" like the
Vietnam war. They provide the prinecipal French
14ink with the German League of Socialist Students
(3D8) led by Rudi Dutschke,

In France they are estimated to have some 1,000
hard-cors membars spread over 30 cities. In
Paris, scratch any ons of the proliferating Sor-
bonne comnittees and you find their man, Their
directing hand is at work in the 22 March Move-
ment, the May 3 Movement, and also in “he CGAL
(Comites d'Action des Lyceens), the secondary
school action committees, which are leading the
attack on the baccalaureate — and which, if

suceessful, could plunge France into a crisiseven
graver than the university revolution.

From the first day of the crisis a group of men
has been mesting regularly, outside the ferment
at the Sorbonne, to direct operations. Their org-
anisations and names are:

22 March Movemsnt: Daniel Cohn-Bendit

2 May Movement: Eravetz and Paninou

UNEF, the students' union: Jacques Sauwvageot
SHESTP, the teachers! umion: Alain Geismar

JOR: Alain Erevine. _

CGAL, secondary stu.dents—' organisation:; Becanati
This is the secret high command of the revelution
which, with the snowballing industrial strike,
has hmugl:rb Ceneral de Gaulle hurrying home frmn
Romania,

# in an otherwise fairly accurate article this is
an error. The International Communist Party(PCI)
iz in faet tha French section of the Fourth Inte-
rnational, The JCR has close links with the PCI.
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FOR YOUR BOOKSHELF
REVOLUTION IN A REVOLUTION?

Regis Debray's hook, REVOLUTION IN THE REVOLUTION,

has recently become available in paperbsck edition

which brings it within most peopla's budget. The book should be seen as & contribution to an analysia
of the revolutlonary pessibilities in Latin America and as a starting poinmt for discussion on future str—

ategy. It is essantlally divided iIinbto two parts:

1} To free the past from the present - which deals

with tha history of previous unsuccessful struzgles and the policies of sote of ths principal politie—
2l tendencies and, 2) The principal lesson for the present and some consequances for the future, which
describes the tactlcal and organisational questions imwolved in guerilla warfare, including the relation-

snip betwsen the guerilla movement and the party,

Throughout the book he emphasises that the duty
of a revolutionary is to maks revolution and that
if your politicel theories do mot lead to this
end then you need a new theory. However, in his
analysis of past experiences he has & tendency to
throw out the baby with the bath water, e.g.:

AFMED GELF-DEFENCE

This is traditiomally defined as the creation of
a region in which the army snd state camnot pro-
ceed to exercise their normel function., The
classic examples are in China and Vietnam in the
earlisr stages of the war., Debray contemds that
these tacit non-aggression pacts between the oli-
garchies and the popular forces willl no longer be
tolerated by imperialism however small their eff-
ect may seem, He includes as a more up-to-date
example of +this theory the exclusive defence by
trade unions of workers' job interests, including
the formation of workers! militizs, The inade-
guacy of both these forms.of activity is seen to
1lis in the fact that they do not have the con—
scious perspective of taking political power and
leave the workers unprepared for the final
confrontation,

Debray's classification of the Bolivian tin-
miners into this category, however, does little
to explain events which have taken place since
the overthrow of the oligarchic povernment in
1552. The mnew govermment, which had the support
of the mass of workers and peasanis, carried out
a moasure of nationalisation and land reform, but
being essentially bourgecis in character it was
unable +to fulfill a really progressive role and
unrast became apparent in the country. 4 pre=
emptive military coup took place which led to the
response of a general strike during which the
army viciously killed many hundreds of strikers.
How a puerillas band defined by Debray as "an
armed detachment organically independent of the
civilian population, Ifreed from the tasks of
civil defence and with the goal of winming poli=-
tical power®, could have ensured the successful
exploitation of +the revolutionary situation and
prevented such a massacre is not clear and seems
to be a somewhat faecile formula. It does not ex—
amine how the progressive forces, led by the
miners, Llost the initiative, and why having co-
nguered power in 1552 they gave it into the hands
of the bourgecisie. To sum up, Debray's -main
criticism of gelf-defence is that it allews the
enemy to take over the initiative and deprive the
revolutionary forces of their main advantages;
mobility, secrecy, Iflexibility =~ and surprise.
Hence, although it may be able to protect the
population for a limited time, in the long run
the opposite is true,

ARMED FROFAGANDA
This tactic is dealt with in the next section of

the book amd comparizons are made between the
situation in Vietnam, where it is widely used,
and Latin America, Debray concludes that thera
are several features which would make it pre-
mature at this stage to integrate large sections
of the population into the revolutionary struggle
The three most important features being:

1) The lack of any definite military gains which
could convince the peasantry that you are
a.ct'g on their behalf as well as putting
Torward an abstract progranme.

2) The low density of the peassnt population in
most aress of Latin Ameriea, which would ob-
vicusly reduce the effectivensss of such
propaganda,

3) The diffieulty which the guerillas find in
mixing with the peasants, since they ara
usually easily identifiable outsziders,

Debray does, however, recognise that af soms
stage there will be a need for agitation and pro-
paganda among the peasanis and for the formatinm
of an established base which will begin to organ—
1z itsell as the embryo of the workers! state,
Jne of the wealmesses, however, throughout the
book, is his neglect of the guestion of how the
masses of the people are to be integrated into
the' guerilla straggle, MNor does he mention the
strengthening of the guerilla fight which could
take place if fronts were simdtaneously operat-
ing in severdl coumtries as later proposed by Che
Guevara in his messags Gto the Tricontinental,

THE ROLE OF THE PARTY

Almost every party and form of party organisation
comes in for criticism under this heading, some
of it petty and ill-informed and somes of it wvery
worthwhile, The communist partiss are attacked
for clinging to old concepts which are not based
on a concrete analysis of the present situation,
particnlarly on the following three poinmts:

1) The concept of "a national democracy", i.e.
the maintenance of capitalist relations of
production freed from imperialist interfer=
ence, which will at a later stage be trapa-
formed imto soclalism by the pressure of the
mASEes,

2) The theory of a natiomal front, i.e, an
alliance inclading the national bourgescisie,

3) An underestimation of the rola of the
peashntry.

The theory of an alliance with the national bour-
geoisie has been shewn by experience in Latin
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Awsrica to be a failure but Debrzy doss not
examina in =a very detailed way why the national
bourgeoisie is unable to fulfill ite traditional
"marcist tasks," Does it have a national identity
and Interests apart from those of the imparial-
ists in this time and placa?

Having seen the degensration of such partias and
thelr inability to lsad a revolutlonary struggla,
he completely rejscts the concept of a tradition-
al party and instead substitules the idea, based
on the Cuban experience, that the party mst grow
cut of successful guerilla action., The guere
illas are the micleus around which the vanguard
party grows, which means that those who do not
rhysically take part in military activity must
remain outside the party. Political and reve-
lutionary consciousness, according to Debray's
thesis, can only grow out of participation in
guerilla -activity. He does not considsr whether
the Cuban Revolution might have had fewer sste
backe if it had had a firm party base earlier
in +the struggla.

STRATECY FROM TACTICS

To continue with Debray's proposals: they are
that strategy should grow out of tactics, the
party should follow the guerillas, that the mile
itary leader should become the party leader and
that within that party thers is an absoluts nece
a8sity for a central command. He points out manmy
of the d4iffienlties which ean arise from too
great a dependence on the citles.

The forces of the oligarchiss and imperialism are
alysys strongest in the cities and operate most
effectively thers, carrying out selective poli=-
tical assassinations of key lsaders. He also
suggests that the elementary comforts of city
life lead to a bourgeoisification and softening
of political cadres and that when it comes to
giving aid +to the guerillas the city-based peo-
ple are apt to have a different order of prior-
ities, not realising perhaps, that the guerillas
are fighting a daily life and death strugzgls mot
only with the oligarchies but with the elements
themselvas.,

ARMED STRUGGLE NOW

The book puts the strategy of armed struggle now
on the table and should be followed both here and
in other countries by & detailed discussion of
the specific objective conditions in sach of the
Latin American states, i.e., what differences of
tactles will be required in Peru with its large
peasantry and Venezuala with its highly urbanised
mopulation

Since che publication of "Revolution in the Rew-
Iution" the destruction. of Guevara's guerilla
group in Bolivia has been interpreted by some
people as a failure of many of the theories put
forward in the bock, Befors jumping to such cone
clusions, however, ws must remember that the
guerillas were forced to commence activity pre=
gaturely and that their network of support in tha
towns, doctors, ete., was completaly destroyed by
the police after they acquired an uncoded list of
all the people imvolved. Indeed two of ths cone
ditions which were stated by Debray to be of
major Importance for guerillas = effsctive
security and maintenance of the initiative by the
revoluotionary forces - were violated,

The book is very refreshing because at the fora=
front of everything written in it is the basic
ballef, stated by Castro and others, that the
duty of a revolutionary is to make revolution and

t t talk about it. '
Revane Barbara Wilson

W. J. B. & Co., Nottm. (T.U.)

May Day Manifesto

May Day Manifesto 1968 is an attempt by a group
of Intellectuals to explain what has gone wrong
during Labour's first four years. First produced
as the "New Left May Day Manifeston in 1967,
it has been considerably enlarged, especially in
those sections on economic analysis and on the
present position in the Labour movement,

The guthors of the Manifesto largely succesd in
their self-appointed task of "making comnectionsh
between the symptoms of the present crisis in
British capitalism and presenting a comprehensive
alternative view of +the system, They do this
first by examining soms of the ecurrent realitiess
about poverty and social inequality - compressing
the findinge of such researchers as Townshend
and Abel-Smith into a concise critique of the
myths of the "Affluent Society", Other aspecta
of the comvenbionsl wisdom of our gocisty are
glso examined,
the Cold War - of an sggressive Russia with 15-
20 willion dead after the war threatening to
overrun the rest of Burope - is demolished,
BHEITATN'S ECONOMY

It is above &1l for its economic analysis that
the Manifesto is important. Britainles crisis is
set in its world-wide comtext - the riss of 1.5,
economic hegemony din PFurope, the risa of the
internationsl company and the new impeftialism,
The large corporations have been driven, in order
to: survive, to dmvest abroad both in their
competitors! markets and in sources of raw
materiale, Thus figures are given for the S0'm
and 60's showing the enormous outflows of capital
imvested abroad. The balance of payments surplus
on current account has besn too small to finance
the outflow and povermment military expenditure
overseas, increased reimvestment rather than
repatriation of foreign earnings, and the dacline
of the Sterling Area have further accentusted the
problem, The solution adopted = resort +to
greater and greater short-term borrowing - could
only be temporary in nature. Devaluation and the
other crises showed that the illusion could be
maintained no longer.

FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS

The future course then can be fairly easily
visualised. There will be increased restrictions
on existing Institutions of dissert which con-
flict with the effigcient working of the Eystem =
the trade unions, the Labour Party and so on.
Ultimately also the expropriation of the peoples!t
political idemtity. Whether the anthoritarianism
of the sixties will be as bland as the Manifesto
claims remains to be seen. Certainly the recent
upsurge of racialism, especially among the
working class, is an ugly symptom of what magy
happen as the present frustrations and set-hbacks
contirme,

What, then, is to be done? .The ending, as with
the 1967 Manifesto, is disappointing - though
perhaps understandably so. In the present
situation there are no easy and clear cut courses
of action and the Manifestols suggestions are
sensible but hardly inspiring. We are given a
survey of the existing position of the Labour
movement and of its organisations, Tha only way
to defend these organisations and to move forward
is +to make new and more flexible demands attack-
ing the new ecapitaliem on the basis of human
priorities, At the same +ime the different’
struggles must be Ilinked - they cannot succeed
in isolstion and in any case they g1l stem from
the same source. The purpose of the Manifesto
is seen as an educator - a useful, if limited,

role, Brian Davy
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