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Political repression, rents, unemploymentNOW F
Justice Minister O'Malley has threatenedstatutory sentences for political offences.There is a clear indication that repressionwill increase sharply in the Twenty SixCounties.One year ago, Lynch announced duringthe Dail Christmas recess that he waspreparing to intern people alleged to beconspiring against the state. He faced amassive response, and had to withdrawthe threat.Then, in August 1971, Faulkner broughtin internment in the North, with thebacking of the British Army and of theHeath government in London. Again, thepressure was on Lynch to do the same. Sofar he has insisted to the British Tories thatit would be politically impossible to takeaction against republican militants in theSouth and to prevent movement across theBorder. It was not as if he did not want to;he could not.Now, there are increasing signs that theLynch government is prepared to takeaction. Cardinal Conway has preparedpeople pyschologically for the violencebubbling below .the surface in the South.What he is really preparing people for is toaccept state violence against militants.LYNCH

Lynch need not introduce internmentat all. He has a number of choices. Alreadysentences have been increased for offencesunder the Firearms Act. The course of'justice' may become even more summary.Meanwhile, the British Army is openinganother internment camp at Magilligan inCo. Derry. Continuing to use internment asa main instrument of repression, theBritish government and the Stormontauthorities are making more remote thekind of political settlement which theythemselves say they want.Gerry Fitt was last week prepared toconcede that talks could open if the inter-nees were brought to trial. When this wasleaked, he changed his line! We knowwhat bringing people to trial means in theSix Counties— two months imprisonmentfor possessing one copy of a republicannewspaper.The grirn reality ot mass unemploy-ment has struck home to people through-out Ireland. But different people havedifferent reasons for talking about it. Whatthe defenders of the system are worried

Concentration Camps-1972
about is that the fast-rising rate of un-employment, both North and South, willprovoke a militant response from theworkers. What we see in unemployment isa condemnation of the capitalist systemwhich is unable to satisfy the 'right towork'.
UNEMPLOYMENT
Unemployment in the 26 Counties isnow at its highest since 1959. There areover 80,000 unemployed. Closures haveoccurred in the past weeks in Dublin, Sligo,Dundalk and Limerick. At Denny's inWaterford the workers have banned over-time in protest against the proposedclosure of that factory. It looks like weare moving back to the worst days of the1950's. And moving fast-5000 jobs lost ina fortnight.In the North, male unemployment

reaches 50 per cent in some places. Totalnumber unemployed is over 45,000. Inthe last five years employment has actuallyfallen by 12,000. That is, there were12,000 less jobs in 1971 than in 1966.Emigration has been falling steadily in theSouth—in recent months largely becauseof mass unemployment in Britain. But it
has been rising in the North. It is nowproportionally twice as high as in the26 Counties.

There is one important difference bet-ween 1972 and the mid-1950's. The
workers—particularly in the South—havebecome used to relatively higher livingstandards. They have greater strength andmore confidence that 15 years ago.

The industrial working class is nowlarger than it was 15 years ago. Redundan-cies in Ireland reflect the crisis in theworld system. Unemployment in the

BACK
United States is rising; it now stands at6.1 per cent. Unemployment is evenincreasing in the 'boom' countries, WestGermany and Japan.We must use our strength, the strengthof our class to fight back against unemploy-ment. In this struggle we will challengedirectly the 'right' of the bosses and thegovernment to run our lives.
FIGHT BACK
Immediately, we must mount pressurethroughout industry and the services,North and South, to get the trade unionsto declare a ban on overtime; selectivework-to-rule; refuse to negotiate produc-tivity deals, and withdraw from presentproductivity schemes. We must base ourstruggles on the demand for: Five Days'Work or Five Days' Pay.There are obviously more closures to

come. Workers in factories which arethreatened with closure should prepare toresist. it the bosses are not prepared to keepthe factories open, then the workers will—and no Forcible Entry Act or IndustrialRelations Act will stop them.The fight against unemployment islinked to the fight against Irish entry intothe E.E.C. This could only mean moreredundancies, and it will not matterwhether you are a Protestant worker or aCatholic worker. The system will try tothrow yout on the rubbish dump. Thetrade unions must come off the fence, andcome out clearly against entry into theE.E.C.The only alternative to this situation,and to the E.E.C. is socialism. Demandsfor more protection for industry aretotally unrealistic. We must start thecampaign now, and make sure that itbecomes a struggle for the Workers'Republic.

A FIGHTINGPAPER FOR AWORKERS'REPUBLIC

As a committed Socialist Republican Iwelcome the appearance of the 'Worker'.'The Worker' is more than just anotherpaper. It is a pledge on the part of a groupof committed Socialists, to do the worknecessary to create the Socialist Workers'Republic. The Workers' Republic is notjust a dream. It will, however, only becomea reality, by patient effort and endless hardwork, based on uncompromising principleand the building of a Revolutionary Party.That work must be done on the factoryfloor, on the housing estates, whereverworkers are involved in the day to dayfight to maintain and improve their stan-dards of living to achieve their ultimatevictory, the ownership of the wealth theyproduce.It is your fight and this is your paper.Read it. Write for it. Use it as a weapon inthe struggle for socialism. The struggle forfreedom is the struggle for socialism.It cannot be otherwise in the Northor the South, irrespective of religion, onlya united working class can win that struggle.
Bernadette Devlin
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"Are you a member of the LabourParty?"—"Don't be bloody stupid, I'ma socialist!" Those were the words ona poster. Their aim was to recruit newmembers into the Republican Club inTrinity College.The words burned deeply into theheart of a membe.: of the Labour Party.The time was October 1970, but alreadythere was enough truth in the accusa-tion for it to hurt. For already, a lotof the socialist glamour had worn offthe Irish Labour Party,That's all it was glamour. Theleaders of the Labour movement hadseen that there was a new mood ofmilitancy in the working class. Theythought that as "socialists" they couldclimb to power on the backs of theworking class.It was becoming fashionable amongintellectuals to be a "socialist", Thorn-• ley, Keating, and Cruise O'Brien rushedinto the Labour Party and put up ascandidates.

NEW POLICIES
New "socialist" policies were pro-duced. (They weren't really socialist,if you read them carefully. They wouldhave made Ireland a modern, "welfarestate" capitalist cotmtry like Britain orWest Germany. But then, most peopledidn't read them carefully. Not eventhe Labour candidates.)The 'result of the 1969 genel'al elec-tion was greeted as a disaster. TheLabour vote had gone up from 15 percent to 17 per cent (in Dublin from18-f per cent to 28 per cent). But thenew, anibitious leaders of the Partywere not satisfied. They wanted powerfor themselves, not for the workingclass.So they made a great hullaballoo.They said the Labour Party had lostseats—they didn't say this was onlybecause of Boland's gerrymander. (Yes,it was Boland!) They said the Party'spolicies were too radical—when theyhad never bothered to explain them tothe people. They said Ireland wasn'tready for socialism—they never realisedthat socialism means the workers takingpower into their own hands, it does notmean Brendan Corish siting at the headof the Cabinet table.Since then the leaders of the LabourParty have dragged it down into thegutter And after the decision to gointo coalition with Fine Gael, it 'becameclear to all that they were just lookingfor jobs for the boys, and that theywere really afraid of the working classgoing on the march.

WHAT KINDOF PARTY?
Why has this change happened? Tounderstand this, we have to understandwhat sort of party the Labour Party is.It is a social democratic party. That is,it wants to gain reforms in societywhich will help the working class—more income, better social services, andso on—and it thinks the way to getthese things is by fighting elections tothe Dail.Now, that sort of reform does notchallenge the power of the capitalists.The capitalists can often grant thesethings, while behind the scenes theystill stay in power. A social democraticgovernment can act as a front for bigbusinessmen who are ruthlessly tryingto reorganise the economy in order tokeep themselves afloat. That is whathappened in England under HaroldWilson.During the 1960's, things were goingquite well in Ireland for a lot of people.There was a new fighting spirit amongthe workers. The capitalists were mak-ing good profits, and they could afford

Conor Cruise O'Brien
to give a few concessions. They couldeven use the Labour Party as a meansfor urging reforms on the government.Now, however, the Anglo-Irish FreeTrade Area is well into its stride. TheCommon Market is just around thecorner. These things mean tens ofthousands of workers losing their jobs.They mean an all-out attack on theworking class.Some are supporting the Labour LeftLiaison Committee led by Matt Merri-gait This Committee was formed tokeep the left wing of the Labour Partytogether. But the only message it canoffer them is: Let's all work harder andnext time we'll get a few of our peopleelected into the leadership. But thepossibility of putting pressure from theleft on to Brendon Corish has gone.What Corish says in Leinster Housedoein't make any difference. The ques-tion is now: What is the ordinaryworker going to do?

SOCIALISTSEXPELLED
In this situation, the bosses now haveto use the leaders of the Labour move-ment to hold the working class back.If the Labour Party wasn't going intocoalition, its members might push itinto becoming too radical. Therefore,the Labour Party must be made toadopt a coalitionist attitude, so as tomake sure that workers stop joining itand that the best people that are in itare driven out.So what has happened to the socialistmembers of the Labour Party? Somehave been illegally thrown out forbelonging to the Socialist Labour Al-liance. More will be thrown out forthe same reason.Most of the left-wing members ofthe Labour Party are not available togive votes to left-wing candidates: theyhave quietly resigned from the Party,or they haven't even bothered to resignbut have just quietly dropped out.Many branches of the Party havesimply collapsed. Recently, a meetingof all Party members in the DublinSouth-East Constituency was held: ninepeople turned up, and at the end of themeeting only four of them were stillin the Party.The Liaison Committee has /ailedto hold the left together: they have no

widespread support except in Co.Tipperary. It was inevitable that theyshould fail, because people have moresense than to waste their energy tryingto convert the leaders of the LabourParty to socialism. We are living in anew situation, and the way forwardnow is to build a revolutionary socialistparty.

TENANTS: NEED FORSOLIDARITY
The tenants' strike has spread to Dublinand the number of families on rentstrike now runs to over 30,000 through-out the country.In the Shannon Development scheme,(o. Clare, over 600 have been on strikesince 1st April, 1971, and in the sameCounty, Newmarket-on-forge tenantshave been on strike for the past 18weeks. In the Cork city area over 5,000from the south side of the city are onrent strike with a further 4,000 fromthe north side prepared to join in ifany effort is made by the authoritiesto evict any of the tenants on strike. Apledge to fight to the bitter end wasmade on 25th October, 1971, when oyes200 striking tenants of Cork city whohad received eviction notices burnedthem outside the City Hall, Mr. BillCollins, Chairman of the Cork Corpora-tion Tenants Association, speaking atthis demonstration, said that "thewomen would bear the brunt of theattack until the men who would pro-bably be working were notified". Every-body on rent strike should take note ofMr. Collins's fear that the Authoritieswould take advantage of the men beingout at work to come and evict womenand children.In order to combat this tactic, StreetCommittees should be democraticallyelected and out of this Street Commit-tee a defence system should be set up,where men who are off during the daywould be able to patrol the area andhelp ward off any threat of eviction.Collections should be made, say about5p a week in order to carry out essentialrepairs which are bound to be stoppedfor the duration of the strike. Workersin the community could possibly dothese jobs and it would also help tobuild up good relationships within thecommunity on strike.When the Fianna Fail Governmentswere elected both in 1965 and 1969,nobody voted for them to pass suchinfamous legislation as the 1966 HousingAct, drawn up by the equally infamousKevin Boland, founder of AontachtEireann. The actual number of peoplewho make up the membership of boththe above-mentioned political partiesfails dismally both numerically and inconviction as against 100,000 men andwomen who are members of theNational Association of Tenants' Orga-nisations, who are to a man and womandedicated to the rent strike called bythe National Executive of N.A.T.O. Thisdedication and conviction was expressed

by the National Conference of N.A.T.O.held on 18th and 19th September, 1971in Liberty Hall, Dublin, when a resolu-tion was passed saying that if any mem-bers of N.A.T.O. who were arrested,imprisoned or fined under the ForcibleEntry and Occupation Act the followingaction would be taken:a) the immediate launching of a rentand rates withdrawal.b) street collections to ensure that aperson or persons affected by theabove act should not suffer throughloss of wages or otherwise.c) where such collections proved insuffi-cient to meet the demand, moneyfrom savings schemes be used forthis purpose.d) no negotiations to be entered intowith either central or local Govern-ment until all charges are dropped.The members of N.A.T.O. are notprepared to have this resolution shelvedlike the pious and hypocritical resolu-tions passed at the various politicalparty and group gatherings that takeplace every weekend throughout thecountry. One would think that theGovernment and the so-called respon-sible ministers would repeal such atro-cious pieces of legislation, i.e., the 1966Housing Act, 1971 Forcible Entry Bill,Offences against the State Act, etc.After all, when 100,000 men and womenwho have families to think of and whoare known more for caution than actionare ready to act, one would think thatthey would take some sort of action toalter the situation. But then thesepeople do not represent the interests ofthe workers and their families at large,but the "vested interests" of the smallminority (and this is the only minorityNorth, South, East or West in Ireland)who draw the extortionate rents andrates from the workers, And of courseas the old saying goes: "A leopard neverchanges his spots".The members of N.A.T.O. have provedtheir willingness to fight by spreadingthe rent strike to all parts of the coun-try, thus putting it straight on the linefor the Government either to meet theirdemands or attempt to bring down allthe repressive measures of this exploita-tive state on their heads.We should support every effort ofN.A.T.Os in this struggle and ask peopleto show solidarity. To quote a well-known trade union slogan: "Their fighttoday could be yours tomorrow".
Ken QuinnTHE LABOUR PARTYAND THE EEC

The Labour Party's Internationalseminar on the E.E.C. was a politelyinconsequential affair. The spaciousballroom of the Royal Marine Hotelwas all ready to pack in the masseswho were to view a real live Commis-sioner, Spinelli from Italy.Alas, by 10.30 a.m., 45 minutes afterthe time the show was to start, partybureaucrats and functionaries werebusily arranging the seats in a smallreception room for the handful ofpeople who had bothered to come.There were about 80 people there atmost, half of them trade union officialsfrom the a n d10 more were visitorsfrom abroad, i.e. the speakers and theirassistants, another 10 were partyofficials and A.C. members, with amere dozen or so rank and file acti-vists, all of whom gave the speakers ahostile reception. Most surprising of allony one T.D. bothered to put in anappearance and he was neither Keatingnor O'Brien.Politically, it was a futile exercise.The loading of the panel with pro-E.E.C. speakers simply meant to mostanti-E.E.C. rank and filers that theExecutive were trying to moderate theNational Conference decision to opposeentry. This would not mean a totalabandonment of the previously heldposition, but rather an emphasis onthe Wilson line of rejection of the termsnegotiated while leaving the optionsopen for a restart to the negotiationsby a Coalition.Clearly it is an approach which hasmany advantages for the pro-doalitionleadership. It can help to neutraliseFine Gael in the Referendum, thus

avoiding the grisly spectacle of Garretand Conor actually taking differentlines in public. This would be vitalespecially if Lynch calls an electionsimultaneously with the Referendum.The approach of isolating the termsas the central issue helps too, to cloudany genuine discussion on the alter-natives. Keating talks of a trade agree-ment and others vaguely murmur aboutassociate status, but none ever bringthemselves to look at the fundamentalanti-socialist structure of the treatiesand agreement which set up the E.E.C.To examine such treaties too closelywould be to see the extent to which al-legedly socialist governments in Europehave abandoned basic policies of statemonopoly in major industries andtrade. This point emerged vividly inthe debates.

Mr. SPINELLI
Spinelli admitted the scruples hisItalian Socialist Party had in the initialperod of the E.E.C., but was unableto offer any hope of a common socialistfront among various parties to erodesuch articles from the Rome Treaty.Far from it, as the Dutch speakerbrought out, there has been no jointinitiatives nor will there be in the nearfuture, by the Labour. Parties. So muchthen for Keating's pathetic postureabout grand alliances within the E.E.C.in which the Irish Labour Party wouldhave a major involvement.The German delegate was scandal-ous. He flew over on Saturday morning,

by PAT CARROLL
spoke for 15 minutes and flew backwithout waiting for any comments onhis absurd plea for support from Irishworkers for E.E.C. entry. He couldoffer a great struggle in the powerlessEuropean Parliament for progressivesocial legislation. Nothing could bedone outside, but at least inside social-ists could struggle even if their effortswere crippled. His contribution soannoyed the audience that many didnot bother to return for the afternoonsession.

I.C.T.U.
The debate on the E.E.C. in theLabour Party has become a non-starterand the real decisions are those to bemade at the Congress on thesubject in late January. Already signsindicate a pro-E.E.C. or neutral attitudeby unions like w h i l e  smallerunions like N.U.V.B. whose memberswill be directly hit almost instantly aretaking a militant position against entry.It is in unions like the latter that rank-and-file committees have been set up tobring home the effects that free tradehas already had in many traditional in-dustries like textiles. And it is thisrealisation of the scale of redundancies,even before entry, that exposes thenonsense of opposing E.E.C. on thecurrent terms only.On any terms, socialists say NO andlook for policies of industrial develop-ment under workers' control that alonecan give protection against unemploy-ment and a guarantee of social advance.
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Sir Basil Goulding, Chairman of W. &H. M. Goulding Ltd., giving his annualreport, disclosed that the profit went upfrom £581,239 for the previous yearto £1,075,727 for the year ending 30thJune, 1971, an increase of £494,388.Sir Basil says there is still room "toput on weight"! Now that's what I callflying in God's face.The whole trend of his report waszippiness, efficiency and an attempt tojustify the doubling of his director'sfees, which of course he thoroughlydeserved Wage agreements, how areye?

EAST WALL
At one of the Dublin factories theturnover for sulphuric acid alone is£324,000. This plant is situated in thedensely populated area of East Wall —North Wall—North Strand. The peoplefrom these areas are suffering from thepolluted "fall-out" from this plant. Thesigns of this fall-out are clearly visible.Brass door-knobs turn blue and greenjust hours after they have been cleaned;housewives can't hang out a stitch ofclothing for drying, as they come offthe line actually dirtier than before shewashed them. Motor cars and windowsof houses are full of a grit which isdirectly due to the "fall-out".The smog got so heavy one nightthat operations by the Port and DocksTug Boat had to be suspended, leavingthree vessels out in the bay.All this is most certainly having itseffect on the health of the people livingin the area, and it won't be long beforeit reaches dangerous proportions. Evenat present when the pollution isheaviest there is a mini-epidemic ofsore throats affecting everyone from thevery young to the elderly, and forpeople with bronchiel complaints thesituation is critical. Medical statisticshave shown that the one-time dreadedT.B. is on the increase in the Dublinarea and tests show that this is mainlydue to pollution in the centre ofDublin. One test with dogs which areknown to have sounder and more dur-able lungs than human beings showedthat of 45 taken from the city centreonly five had clear lungs. This informa-tion comes after only scratching thesurface of the problem. "God" preserveus from the horrors if they ever payanybody to go into it deeply — as ifthey would be allowed to publish theirresults.
WHAT ABOUTTHE WORKERS?But what of the workers who workat the East Wall plant, the same menwho made f324,000 for Goulding's?What had the Chairman to say aboutthem? To quote him: "And to the menwho made it all possible working in ourfactories, well, the year's good showingis the best carrier of the Board's thank-fulness". Well now, vhat more couldyou ask for a system full of pollu-tion, a shorter life, high cost of living,dearer and dearer houses and all on£19.00 flat. Sure, it's bloody marvellous!What the people of East Wall andthe workers in Gouldings should do iscollaborate with one another in a cam-paign to get Gouldings to put theirenormous profits to the general use ofthe workers and their families where itcame from. Such basic demands asproper machinery and a ceiling chimneyto reduce the pollution, a free doctorfor the area to look into the effects ofpollution, free convalescence for thosewho have acquired illness from thepollution, a basic wage of £30.00 forthe workers plus better work conditions.These, along with other demands I'msure the workers and inhabitants ofEast Wall will make. Due to the extentof pollution that is taking place through-out the country and the way in whichworkers are being exploited Fm surethat if they did embark on any cam-paign they would not find themselvesstanding alone!
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"It's raining again", said one of theworkers from the Tara China factoryin Galway, which was a matter forsome concern because there was a dis-tinct possibility of the rain comingthrough the leaks in the roof of thecanteen during lunch break and plop-ping into the workers' tea.
They can wash their hands only incold water. No hot water is supplied.They wash their hands in the sameinsanitary water that supplies all themachines in the factory and to add tothe discomfort, before they go to lunch;no towels are supplied. The majorityof the 54 women and girls have to wipetheir hands on the clothes they use forworking because no towels are pro-vided.
And what wages do they get forworking in these totally unhygenic con-ditions for 421 hours a week? In a fac-tory which employs 75 (21 men andboys and 54 women and girls) thetrade union has only negotiated onebasic wage agreement. There is a basicwage for men over 21 (who have done4-5 years' work) that they get £19.10a week, whether married or not. Thisthen stands for 11 years with an in-crease of 4 per cent (£1.30), not takinginto account the increase in the cost ofliving.

SLAVE WAGES
A girl starts off at £5, and her wagecould stay like that for six months.After two years her basic wage wouldbe a miserable £12.JILL WORKPLAY

Members of twa.major Unions, WorkersUnion of Irelan3 and I.N.U.V.G.A.T.A.,and also members of R.G.DA.T.A.are working on average 8 hours over-time a week without pay. They arethe hundreds of apprentices and shopassistants employed in retailing who,by agreement with their unions andemployers, must attend the College ofDistribution, Marlborough St., to fur-ther their skills in their jobs. In otherareas of employment trainees whoattend courses as part of their appren-ticeship are paid accordingly. Workersbelonging to the above Unions do nothave the same rights.It seems peculiar in this day and agethat workers, especially young workers,should tolerate this situation. Youmight even get the impression thatthey were unaware of the position,since there has been little activity bythem to remedy it. This is not sosurprising when you consider the enor-mous efforts by both employers andunions to convince the apprentices thatthey receive more benefit from thecourse than the employers themselvesdo.

WHO
CONTROLS?
The reality of the whole affair is thatthe curriculum is laid down by thebosses. The subjects are designed toserve the needs of the employer ratherthan the needs of the workers them-selves. The time table is arranged sothat the workers from the differentoccupations cannot come together, sono spontaneous discontent could ever•express itself. It is important to pointout that at no stage can the workersexpress their views on these matters.The eight Education Advisory Com-mittees within the college, on whichsit the union, the employers and theteichers, but not the workers them-selves, meet about twice every year.One purpose of these committees isto put workers back a year in theirapprenticeship because they may havemissed classes — in many cases thefault of the individual employers whohave held them back to work the over-, time in their jobs. It seems many em-I ployers think it is better getting the

direct benefit of cheap labour, ratherthan waiting for the higher productiveworker to be produced by the college.

Another, more important reason whythe E.A.C.s exist is that if or whenA.N.C.O• the industrial training author-ity takes retailing under its umbrella,these boards will give the appearanceof being proper training authorities, im-proving the standard of workmanshipand giving workers the chance to pro-mote themselves in various fields of re-tailing, thus hiding what is the actualfact of the matter, that they are gettingworkers to train in their own time. Thecommittees are there for the sole pur-pose of avOiding embarrassment to em-ployers and trade unions. A.N.C.O.may not be the most desirable trainingauthority, but at least when they ex-ploit you they provide the facilities.The rich shopkeepers are too miserableto spend money on training workers,even after receiving eight hours freelabour from them.Workers are told they receive thefollowing benefits from serving fouryears' apprenticeship at the college(E.A.C. dismissed a recommendationby the teachers to reduce the appren-ticeship to three years):1. they may become employers them-selves some day and these courses willhelp them;2. all knowledge is good for you;3. promotion is easier;4. the course raises the standard ofworkmanship.

JUSTIFICATION
But these are merely the ways in whichthe bosses justify themselves. Hundredsof workers attend the college and notall of them can become employers, in-deed many have no desire to do so. Allknowledge may be good for you, butthat doesn't give them the right toforce you to learn what may neverbenefit you. Promotion by way of thecourses in the college is unlikely, be-cause the range of education is verysmall. And a better standard of work-manship only helps the pride not thepocket.

The time has come for workers inthe college of distribution to fight fortheir basic rights as trade unionists andstudents. Some of the demands in aprogramme of action should be: pay attime-and-a-half for attending the col-lege; proper representation on advisorycommittees; better facilities and condi-tions for training; shorter apprentice-ship; the right to attend courses or notto attend courses as you may so wish.
DavidLloyd

Noel Grealy

NEVERRAINSBUT ITORSS-41

With the prospect of going into theE.E.C. the cost of living will be raisedby at least £3.50 per week. £12 isnot even enough to live on now. If wego into the E.E.C. pauperism seemsimminent in Ireland.

FIGHT BACK
The only way forward for theworkers is:1. To fight for proper toilet andbetter canteen facilities;2. For a basic wage of £20 per weekfor all the workers—they certainlydeserve it, after 20 years of exploi-tation by "Mr." O'Sullivan whoowns the factory;3. For a basic 40-hour working weekwithout loss of pay.Some local people say that Mr.O'Sullivan should be run out of town.But that is not enough. All workers areexploited by their bosses. What must bedestroyed is that system the capital-ist system which allows bosses likeO'Sullivan to exploit his workers. Itmust be replaced by a system whichallows people to control their own lives,and to control places where they workand live — a socialist society.

ONE MANBUSES
Unemployment and redundancies areincreasing; Guinness plans to destroy1,400 jobs etc.; and the recent soundingsby C.I.E. about the introduction ofone - man operated buses could meaneven fewer jobs in the Dublin area.The pretexts being used are thatthey cannot get enough workers, thatthey have a large turnover of staff,about 20 per cent a year, and increasingtraffic. The first two points are theirown responsibility. If C.I.E. workerswere paid a basic living wage, so thatmen did not have to work a seven-day50 and 60-hour week in order to givetheir families a decent living, the work-ers would be more inclined to stay withthem. It is only common sense thatwith attractive conditions it would beeasier to recruit men, and that thosemen would stay longer.

TRAFFIC
The problem of increasing trafficcould be reduced by building multi-storey car parks outside of, but aroundthe city centre.I will deal briefly here with the one-man buses offer. I hope to return toit in another issue. C.I.E. have offered25 per cent extra to drivers of one-mandouble deckers. This would amount

to about £5.30 extra per week. Aftertax is deducted, this would amount toabout £4, for which one man is sup-posed to drive a very large vehiclethrough heavy traffic, collect fares andkeep in contact with C.I.E. headquartersby radios which are now being installedin most buses.

RESIST
With the enormous power C.I.E. has,there will be strong pressure on workersto accept these terms. But they shouldresist these and fight to the last. Theshorter working week of 35 hoursshould be one of their demands, andbetter working conditions. A 35-hourweek would also create more jobs,something the government are alwayssaying they are trying to do.Unless the workers fight now, work-ing for C.I.E. in the future could meanjust existing and not living a decentand full life, with time to spend withone's family and friends and to do allthe things that make life worth living.

Busman
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The squabble between the OfficialRepublicans and the I.R.A. on the onehand, and the Provisionals and the P.D.on the other, about who is running thecis it resistance campaign, continuesto obscure the reality of the Northernsituation.Neither of them is running it.Neither of them has any right toattempt to assume leadership of it.In Decembe'r United iri.1/4/inian theProvisionalls P.D.'s "Resistance Com-mittee" was denounced as an attemptto break "the unity generated by thecivil disobedience campaign called byN.I.C.R.A. a l l  Republicans andopponents of Unionism should continueto support 'N.I.C.R.A. ."This is the latest in a number ofstatements from Official spokesmenurging allegiance to N.I.C.R.A. andsuggesting as a justification thatN.I.C.R.A. is in receipt of vast popularsupport. It is questionable whetherGardiner St. itself can really believethis to be the case.
EMOTIONAL
UPSURGE

The civil resistance campaign wasnot called by N.I.C.R.A. The idea ofa rent and rates strike had been mootedfrom time to time since October '68.In the emotional upsurge after intern-ment it "caught on". The rent andrates strike was off the ground beforeanyone set about "organising" it..N.I.C.R.A., ideologically dominatedby members of the reformist Commun-ist Party of Ireland, insists that the"next stage in, the struggle" is or canbe the "democratization" of Stormont.Towards this end they seek to siphonthe rent and rates strike into a cam-paign for a "Bill of Rights" intro-duced at Westminster. The GardinerSt. leadership, with limited success, isdirecting its members in the North tothrow their weight behnd this, toattempt to give N.I.C.R.A. credibilityas a mass organisation.The Officials' problem is that everyactivist in the North knows thatN.I.C.R.A. is not a mass organisation.As one Belfast Republican, moroselycontemplating the task of selling theDecember UT said: "It's not only thatit makes us look opportunist. It justmakes us look stupid".It is this attempt by the Officials tocontain a struggle with obviously revo-lutionary possibilities within mild re-formist limits which has in a sensecreated the Provisional's/P.D.'s "Resist-ance Committee". The RD. and theProvisionals are right when they saythat it was necessary to create an organ-isation which, politically, could gofurther than N.I.C.R.A. They wereright when they said that the reformistN.I.C.R.A. leadership was holding backthe anti-imperialist movement. Theyare right to go further. Where they aredisastrously wrong is in the directionthey went.N.I.C.R.A. and the Officials are notattempting to hold back the strugglebecause of any personal timidity on thepart of the individuals involved. Nor,

REFIRIVI ISISTRY 111Hill BACKIIIRTHEI111STRUGGLEHarry McDaid
for the most part, are they consciouslyattempting to sap the militancy of thepeople. They were merely carryingtheir theory into practice a  theorywhich holds that we must move stageby stage towards socialism and thatuntil we come to the stage immediatelyprior to socialism, it is wrong to posesocialist solutions. This is why theUnited Irish man tries to inflateN.I.C.R.A. into something which itisn't, and why it tries to hold thestruggle inside N.I.C.R.A.'s limitedperspective.REFORMISTNONSENCE

To combat this reformist nonsense itis necessary to create an organisationwhich acknowledges the fact that onlythe working-class can carry the anti-imperialist struggle to a successful con-clusion; that the working class will onlybe mobilised in that struggle, in its owninterest, by a socialist programme.That is by an organisation which com-bines the on-going struggle againstimperialism with the class struggleagainst capitalism, foreign and native.This the P.D. and the Provisionalsare not doing. Mass militancy is, there-fore, not being directed into revolution--ary channels. This is especially tragic.

as there were individuals in all thesemovements  P.D. especially — whorecognise the need to put forward dis-tinctly socialist demands.Increasingly, members and support-ers of the Officials in the North arebecoming frustrated by what they seeas the leadership's lack of militancyWhat they must do now is to under-stand that this cannot be countered bywild, undirected supermilitancy. It canonly be countered by building a revolu-tionary working class organisation. Ifthey believe that the Officials can be-come that organisation they must linkup with those others who are movingtowards a similar position, those who,at the last Ard-Fheis contributed asignificant left "Officialism", and attemptin an organised way to win the move-ment to revolutionary socialist politics.INDEPENDENTMOVEMENT
For our part, we believe that it isnecessary to build an independentmovement of our class. It is for thisreason that the S.W.M. was founded and"The Worker" produced. We will co-operate with those who, although theydo not as yet see the need for an inde-penlent organisation, are thinking alongsimilar lines.

•

6t1
•••

WE'RE HERE BY Poego sE WET

1/4

II0 soLuorE It FEDsourr
Each further deepening of the crisis inthe Six Counties is a crisis in relationsbetween the whole of Ireland andBritain. Ever since Sean Lemass andTerence O'Neill met for tea, the fatesof the two Irish states have been in-separable. Of course, partition has inone sense bound them together, bymaking them both more fully depen-dent on Britain. But in the last tenyears, in particular, British policy to-wards Ireland — especially economicpolicy has treated Ireland consciouslyand deliberately as a unity.

'Political solution'
So, when British Tories and Labour-ites, and Green and Orange Tories,talk about "a political solution", theyare talking about ways and means ofreconciling the interests of the rulersin the two Irish states. The formulathey have hit upon for all this is:the federal solution.Every now and then some 00litiCalconjurer in Britain or in Ireland pullsit out of his hat. Harold Wilson wentsome way towards detailing it recentlyin his now famous fifteen-point speech.But two things were remarkable aboutthat speech. For the short-term it onlyproposed more of the same. And theidea that unification would be post-poned for a further period every timethere was violence is only notable forits lunacy.Whether or not Harold Wilson hasgiven the blue print for the federalsolution we will not know, until theBritish and Irish ruling classes havecome to some arrangement, and havetried to hammer the working class intoa shape to receive it. The federalsolution is not laid down anywhere.It is simply the name for the commoninterests of the British and Irish rulingclasses in getting rid of the embarrass-ments of the Northern state, and in-creasing the effectiveness of their ex-ploitation of the whole Irish workingclass.

It would certainly involve reforms inthe North, the removal of some clausesin the Southern Constitution—the con-cessions to "democracy". But it wouldalso certainly involve greater curbs onradical and revolutionary movements,and on working-class militancy. Themixture is familiar. We have had thevarious elements — or talk about themfor a number of years.

Nothing sinister
There is nothing sinister about this.There is no conspiracy involved. It isnot as some would have us believe— a plot to remove the last remains ofnational sovereignty in the South.Fianna Fail, Fine Gael — and, lessobviously, Labour - -- are not supportingthis kind of line because they are "anti-Irish", but because they are politiciansdedicated to upholding the capitalistsystem. It was always an illusion thatthere could be an independent capitalistIreland. Today that is even more truethan 50 years ago.This is neither sinister nor a con-spiracy because it is inevitable, giventhe existence of capitalism in Ireland.The "federal solution", or some "solu-tion" involving the elements I havementioned, and integrating the Irisheconomy as a whole even more into theBritish and Western European economy,is politically necessary for the rulingclass in Britain and in Ireland.
Accommodation difficult
Time is running out for them, how-ever. Internment has alienated theCatholic community—even the "moder-ates" within it— from the Stormontregime, and has made their accommo-dation more difficult. The problem forBritain is that the conflicts caused byits past domination get in the way ofthe solution that is now necessary. Itis only a matter of time before events inthe North have more obvious and
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violent repercussions in the South.That, too, would postpone the "finalsolution".
The question facing us is: how do wefight the federal solution? How do weensure that capitalism is not stabilisedin Ireland for another period? The de-mands for the end of Stormont and forthe withdrawal of the British troopsobviously have their very importantplace. But the key thing is to recognisethat the "federal solution" is the nicename for the offensive of the rulingclass against the working class. TheTrade Union Bill, 1971, in the South,and the extension of the Industrial Re-lations Act to the Six Counties are apart of it. In order to improve theeconomic situation, and keep profits up,workers, both North and South, will bethreatened with a cut in wages. Un-employment will be used as an instru-ment of policy.

Socialist opposition
The only possible opposition to allthis is a socialist opposition, one whichstates clearly that the answer for theworking class is to defeat all the rulingclass policies and to overthrow thatclass. In present-day conditions thereare no half-way measures. The fightmust be engaged with the end-goalclearly in sight.
In spite of all their difficulties, theruling classes in Britain and Irelandare working out a total strategy forthis country. They have called it thefederal solution. We should not be de-ceived by any apparent concessions itmay contain. We need a total strategywhich ties the fight for the "right towork" in the Six Counties to that inthe Twenty-Six, which links thestruggle against repression in bothstates and which opposes imperialismin all its forms. Any meaningfulstrategy must place the working classat the centre; it must be directed to-wards socialist solutions.

SupportinBritain
On 31st October last, London saw thelargest demonstration in support of theIrish struggle for decades. 20,000people marched behind the banners ofthe Anti-Internment League, demand-ing the immediate release of the In-ternees, and the withdrawal of Britishtroops from Ireland.It seems as if internment has at lastInought it home to Irish people inBritain, and to the socialist movementthere, that the crisis in Ireland is rele-vant to their struggles. More recentevents have demonstrated that theBritish establishment live in fear thatsome organisation might link effectivelythe fight against Stormont and againstthe British Army to the growing resent-ment of the British working class move-ment against the Tory government.

DAILY MIRROR
On 17th December the DailyMirror carried an "Exclusive" about asupposed campaign among Britishworkers under the slogan "Kill aBritish Soldier. The Anti-InternmentLeague was said to be responsible forthis, while the I.R.A. was claimed tobe organising collections in trade unionsand in factories. When challengedthe Daily Mirror tried to back upthese claims %tip a lying and distortingreport of two meetings which had takenplace in London during the previousweeks. However, nowhere did theyclaim to have heard a spokesman forthe Anti-Internment League urgeBritish workers to "kill a Britishsoldier".

MOBILISE
What the A.I.L. is trying to do is tomobilise a section of the working-classmovement behind the two demandsmentioned above. The reason for thehysteria of the Daily Mirror is thatit has a chance of success.

GROWING
From "ad hoc" beginnings in theweek followng the introduction of in-ternment, the A.I.L. now has thirtyorganisations affiliated to it, six districtcommittees in London, and a dozenlocal committees in different parts ofBritain. It has brought together bothsections of the republican movement,N.1.C.R.A., RD., and several Britishsocialist organisations.
TRADE UNIONS

But even this strength will ultimatelybe of tittle account if it cannot be usedto win the support of trade unionbranches, trades councils, shopstewards; committees, etc. This is themain task which the A.I,L. has setitself. A number of trade union groupshave now "adopted" internees, and arein regular contact with them, sendingbooks, letters and cigarettes. Othershave passed resolutions in line with thedemands of the A.I.L. But they arestill in a minority. The militants whodo understand that Britain has no rightto be in Ireland, and that it is import-ant to say so in Britain, have to provethemselves daily against the screamingchauvinist rubbish which the BritishPress pours out.This chauvinism was echoed inLabour Weekly, the weekly paperof the British Labour Party, whichrecently published a cartoon depictingthe "typical' I.R.A. man.

by Eamann McCann
The Catholic workers in N. Ireland arejustified in fighting with guns, nail-bombs, petrol-bombs and anything elsewhich they can lay their hands onagainst British soldiers. It does notmatter whether it be Officials, Prowl-sionals or a splinter group which carriesout a particular action: it is a legitimateactivity. This needs to be said in simpleterms.Some of the actions commonly attri-buted to the Provisionals are shockingin the ordinary sense of the word- thatto most of them who see photographsof their repercussions induces a sense ofshock. People have not reached thestage where a shot of a pub in ruins isaccepted as calmly as a shot of an agri-cultural show.Because such things arc shocking, andbecause one can question the tacticalwisdom of such actions, it is temptingto react by decrying or attacking theorganisation responsible, its lack of poli-tics, its intermittently anti-socialisteffusions- and to leave it at that.But it cannot be left at that. Thereis a struggle against British Imperialismgoing on. In some of its forms—e.g.in the Civil Resistance Campaign—itinvolves tens of thousands of people.We may believe that the struggle isnot being conducted in an ideal way.In the best of all possible worlds whatwe would like to see is all the workersin the country, conscious of and clearabout their own class interest, unitedagainst all the capitalists in a strugglefor power.In that stark, simple situation, social-ists would not have to think for amoment, or at all, before declaring onwhat side they stood.But the situation is not as stark andsimple at that. The situation is messyand confusing. Some capitalist indivi-duals are mixed up in the anti-imperialist movement. Some workersare violently in favour of British im-perialism.
Confused situation
But messy and confusing as thegeneral situation is, the crucial issue isclear. We are for the fight againstimperialism, however it is being carriedon, no matter by whom it is being car-ried on. Any criticism of the way thestruggle is being conducted must bepremised by that commitment.Indeed: if one does not have a betterway of fighting imperialism to suggest,one has no right to criticise any of thoseinvolved. In other words, if one does
IiiIIIIiiillIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111

The racialist caricature cartoon inLabour Weekly
This only makes more clear whatrevolutionaries have known for a longtime: that the struggle to win the sup-port of British workers for the fightagainst British imperialism is part ofthe struggle for socialist leadership ofthe working class movement. In thatstruggle socialists and Irish militants inthe British trade union movement, andthe Anti-Internment League, have anessential role to play.

not have an alternative to offer, one hasno right to criticise the Provisionals forblowing up pubs.To attack the Provos without explain-ing how better they could go about thetask of defeating imperialism is to land.oneself in the same camp as CruiseO'Brien and Cardinal Conway, despiteany subjective intentions to the con-trary. And what O'Brien and Conwayare saying is not: "Here is a better wayto fight imperialism". They are saying:"Stop fighting imperialism".
A better way
We believe that there is a better wayto fight imperialism. We believe, infact, that those leading the physicalstruggle at the moment, the Provision-

als, cannot ever defeat the imperialpower—because they lack a class basethey do not see the necessity for oneand they are, as a result, thrown intoalliances with people who will inevit-ably sell them and the struggle out.That is why we are setting out tohelp to build a working class movementwhich will not sink its politics into analliance with any bourgeois elements.In building that movement our atti-tude to workers involved in non-socialistanti-imperialist alliances is that, whilesupporting their struggle and disasso-ciating ourselves from the fulminationsof the establishment against them webelieve that they cannot be successfulunless they come to understand the ad-vance of and need for class politics. Andwe believe that this will become increas-ingly clear in 1972.

WAGES,NOT ADDS
According to its 1970 financial report,the Irish Permanent Building Societyspends more money on advertising thanit does on wages. Some of the workerswho went on strike in November were,after 4 years' service, still only gettinga basic wage of £2 a week. A commoncomplaint of the management whensomeone is unlucky enough to be look-ing for a house loan is that they cannothandle all the business.It seems a simple short-term answerto pay the workers a decent basic wageand cut down on advertising spending.CAPITALISMIN IRELAND
In the latest issue of Trade UnionInformation*, there are some interest-ing details of grants from the IndustrialDevelopment Authority made in theyear ending March 1971.Of .e 21 projects for which grantsin excess of million have beenapproved, 9 are American, 4 are British,1 each are Italian, Austrian, German,Dutch, Swiss and mixed British/Indian/Bahaman. Only 2 of their 21 projects

were without international participation.Such is the way of "Irish" capitalism.Biggest grant of all (f5,868,000) wentto the American company PfizerChemical Corporation.Way down at the end of the list isa very interesting company.

IN BRIEF
The PACLENE CO. LTD., receiveda grant of £194,000 for a polythenefilm plant in Ennis, Co. Clare. Thefactory is wholly owned by its parentfirm in South Africa, a country notrenowned for its treatment of workers,black or White. The Fianna Fail(Employers) government talks at lengthabout the human rights of those in-terned 'in the Six Counties, but is stillprepared to give grants and tax freeprofits to a firm which supports such asuper exploitative system as apartheidin South Africa.By having a factory in Ireland,Paclene can freely export to any part ofthe world without worry of trade em-bargoes, etc.The W.A. grant, financed by govern-ment taxation of Irish workers, isturned into profits at Ennis and thengoes to exploit and repress workers inSouth Africa.This must stop.* Published by the I.C.T.U_ at 19Raglan. Road, Dublin 4. At 5p pernonthly issue, this is a very usefulsource of information.
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According to government propagandawe have at last arrived at the stage ineducation where all the children of thenation are cherished equally, what with"free" education, school buses, modernequipment and now "community"$chools.It is obvious that the only people leftwith something to crib about are ahandful of communists, troublemakersand agitators — and sure the likes ofthem will aways be with us.

FUNDAMENTALLYUNEQUAL
The hard fact of the matter is onlya fool could expect equal educationalopportunities in a class structuredsociety that ,is fundamentally unequal.Mr. M. T. Roseingrave, NationalDirector of Muintir Na Tire recentlypublished the finding of a report on14-year-old school drop outs and hediscovered the vast majority come fromthe working class. A survey of the classbackground of university students inDublin showed over 90 per cent weremiddle class. Every concerned teacherknows the pupil's background can be akey factor in the pupil's performance.A - private investigation in a northDublin city school uncovered at LeavingCertificate level 80 per cent of themiddle class students were in Group A(honours) and approximately 80 percent of working class students were inGroup C (weak pass). Of course someparents, namely the "solid" citizens and"well established" members of the com-munity can exert pressure on the schoolmanagement to ensure that their childis put in an honours class which afterall, they reason, is only in keeping withtheir superior role in society. "Free"education solves nothing essentially. Itdoes not adequately cover books, uni-forms, school expenses and most im-portant of all, to a working class family,

CLASS ANDEDUCATION
by Dermot Quish
the cost of keeping a child at schooluntil he or she is 17 or 18 years of age.An immediate demand of the socialistworkers' movement is that every work-ing class by capitalism which causes badistic maintenance allowance. Due to thedeprivation and oppression of the work-ing class by capitalism which causes badhousing (hence poor studying facilities)low wages, ignorance and an acceptanceby many of us that we must not expecttoo much out of life — our children areless culturally stimulated and less am-bitious than their middle class counter-parts. The word "ambitious" indicatesthe distortion of true education bycareerism.

PRIVILEGES
In a socialist republic the presentstratification of jobs would not exist, forexample being a doctor would not en-title one to financial or other privilegesover one's fellow worker. Education, asa truly social, intellectual, manual,emotional, aesthetical and physicaltraining is almost non-existent in thepresent school system which has moreof an elitist concern with exam resultsthan the genuine education of the childand is more interested in feeding theneeds of capitalism than serving thereal interests of the community.
The education system still plays a

role in dividing the "blue" and "white"collar worker. Technical students aregiven very little, if any, education inacademic artistic subjects whereassecondary school students were "uncon-taminated" by manual subjects. But thegreat enlightenment has arrived and asIreland merits greater attention fromthe international robber barons moretechnology is needed. Our educationalresources must be rationalised, so thecomprehensive system is being intro-duced to improve the status of technicaltraining. The school system is a middleclass institution. Two subjects includedto explain man and society religionand civics — justify the system and dis-courage radical alternatives. Charityseems to be the best they can offer thevictims of capitalism. Most teachers areslavishly bourgeois minded, althoughthey are impoverished enough workers.The conservative clerical managementcan be relied upon to inculcate into thestudents a sound respect for authorityand "reasonable" action.

EXTREMES
One must avoid all extremes (ex-treme exploitation excluded) theypreach, the ideal must be "The GoldenMean" otherwise all that is decent andrefined will be subverted, i.e. capitalismoverthrown, and that would not bepolite.

WORKING CLASS STUDENTSFIGHT FEES FRAUD
Twenty-six out of every hundredstudents at U.C.D. receive grants, andof these only five come from a working-class background. When the Collegeauthorities increased the fees, and thegovernment refused to increase grants,it was this small group of students whowere most effected. For some of themit meant no university education, forothers it meant greater hardship, sincethe fee increase must come from theirmeagre living allowance. For the greatermajority of students, whose parents canafford to pay their fees and to keepthem, it made little differencesSo it wasthis small group (20 per cent or so)who forced their representative councilto fight the increase in fees and to de-mand a fully comprehensive grantsscheme.By occupying part of the Universitythey got the national publicity that thegrant scheme needed. This group, whonumbered about 2,000, tried to involvethe majority of students in the cam-paign, and called a one-day strike in-volving a boycott of lectures, Only theoriginal group of students, those whoheld grants, or came from working-classbackgrounds, supported the strike,

which gave the newspapers and theCollege authorities the opportunity toattack these students as a bunch oftroublemakers. The Student Represen-tative Council were forced to hold areferendum, which again showed thatonly the same number of students whowere affected by the fees increase wereprepared to fight it. What does this allshow?
NEED FORTECHNICIANS
Well, a few years ago, when therewas great need for highly trained tech-nicians and graduates, the Fianna FailGovernment - at the behest of theemployers and large farm owners (whobenefit so much from industrial andagricultural research) — started the so-called free education scheme. Nowthings are different. Day by day wehear of factories closing and large num-bers of people leaving the land. Thisyear's redundancy figures are doublelast year's. So already, fewer highlytrained workers are needed and therewill be even less need if we enter theE.E.C.

It would seem that when the Minis-ter for Finance, in his last' budget,announced a cut-back of E70 millionin Government spending, he had ourso-called free-education system inmind. Besides the obvious cut-back inthe school building programme, second-ary school managers have been instruc-ted not to employ any new teachersthis year and universities have beenrefused any help with their increasedcosts.The universities exist to benefit thecapitalists the owners of the factoriesand large land owners — who hope toemploy the students when they finishtheir studies. The universities teachand train as these people dictate.We must fight for university collegesgeared to the needs of the workers ofall Ireland! We must fight for the rightof all our people to attend university(and this means giving a living allow-ance in case of family hardship). Wemust support the students who arefighting for the right of all workers,young and old, to education to what-ever level they wish.
Denis Kane

Socialism, Freedomlien ion and Man
first article in aseries

"Who then is our Saviour andRedeemer? God or Love? Love; forGod as God has not saved us, butLove, which transcends the differencebetween the divine and humanpersonality. As God has renouncedhimself out of Love, so we, out ofLove, should renounce God; for if wedo not sacrifice God to Love, wesacrifice Love to God the evil being—of religious fanaticism".This is a quote from LudwigFeuerbach's Essence of Christianity.It is of tremendous relevance inIreland today.Ireland has been subdued in religioussuperstition for nearly 2,000 years.Many Irishmen and women who haveemigrated look back on Ireland'sshores and see it as a priest-riddencountry, a country which is todayreverberating in violence from thehypocrisy and religious fanaticismwhich has been drummed into theheads of Irish men and womenirrespective of the religious denomina-tion they belong to.Hundreds of thousands of Irish menand women have died in the name ofGod, urged on by the God-loving,God-fearing clerics, again of alldenominations. The history books arefull of various incidents, and thesebooks are on the curriculum of nationaland religious order schools who arevery proud of their denominations'participation in such conflicts.

NO ABOLITION
However, in the event of a workersRepublic, Christians need have nothingto fear from the Workers' State.Religion will not be "abolished", Godwill not be "dethroned", religion willnot be "torn out of the hearts of thepeople"; such absurdities we leave tobourgeois ideologists, who in the FrenchRevolution of the 18th century resortedto such methods and, naturally, with apathetic fiasco. Religious organizationsand with them the churches willgradually disappear without anyviolent assault or any suppression ofbeliefs.Religion is the transcendental reflec-tion of prevailing social conditions. Associety is transformed and humandevelopment makes progress, religionis transformed along with it. To quoteMarx "Religion is the striving after anillusory happiness for the people thatstems from the social conditions,necessitating such an illusion, and itwill begin to disappear as soon as themasses understand what genuine

happiness is and see the possibility ofits realisation". The capitalists, i.e. thebosses and their state, try to preserve )religion in order to hold on to theirdominant position, hence the statement"Religion must be preserved for thepeople". In a society based on classdomination this becomes an importantofficial function. A caste forms whichassumes this function and devotes allits ingenuity to preserving and enlargingthis edifice, since it thereby enhancesits own power and prestige.•
ETHICS THROUGHTHE AGES
It is said that ethics and moralitycannot exist without religion, butlooking back upon the ethics andmorality of man, it is obvious that thisis only the opinion of the simpleminded or hypocrites. Ethics andmorality are the expression of conceptswhich govern both relations betweenmen and their actions. Cannibalsregarded man-eating as highly moral,the Greeks and Romans consideredslavery moral. The feudal lord of theMiddle Ages considered serfdom moral.Early day capitalists, as with modernones, consider wage-labour relations,the exploitation of women and thedemoralisation of youth by industriallabour all to be moral; and of coursereligion considers the subservience ofmen, women and children to thecapitalists as highly moral.The natural sciences have reducedthe dogma of the creation of the earthin 6 days to a myth; astronomy andmathematics have made heaven into amere structure of air, and the stars inthe firmament, on which the angels areenthroned, into planets and fixed stars,the nature of which excludes all angellife.To reiterate what was written earlierand to quote Antonio Gramsci, whowas an Italian Marxist, "the workers'state will not persecute religion; theWorkers' State will ask its Christianworkers for the loyalty that every stateasks of its citizens, that is, allowingopposition which is constitutional andnot revolutionary, the latter being theprerogative of an oppressed class only"
In the Middle Ages it was man'sgenaelogical tree that determined every-thing, now it is his property; in thefuture Man will be respected becausehe is a man. And the future belongs toSocialism.

by Ken Quinn
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by JOSE MARTINEZ
Fourteen months ago the presidentialelection in Chile was won by a "leftwinger", Salvador Allende. Immediatelyall manner of people claimed that wewould be able to prove wrong theclassical teachings of marxism and in-troduce socialism "peacefully", by par-liamentary means.Communist Parties, including theIrish one, greeted his victory as confir-mation of their own doctrine that talkof "violent revolution" is out of date.And the professional parliamentariansof the labour variety reacted in thesame way.At first glance it might seem that thelast year has borne out these optimisticpredictions. For all sorts of reforms ofimmediate benefit to the mass ofChilean people have been grantedWages have been increased by about30 per cent (although to some extentthis is to compensate for price rises of30 per cent in 1970). House buildingplans have been stepped up enormously.Every child gets a minimum of onepint of milk a day. So far 100,000peasants have been given land thatpreviously belonged to Chile's 600 biglandowning families. And revolutionar-ies imprisoned under the previousgovernment have been freed.
REFORMS

For the • workers and peasants ofChile such reforms are to be welcomed.But they do not mean that the Chileanruling class's power has been quietlydone away with, Throughout historyruling classes have been prepared togrant reforms to the masses — particu-larly when faced with movements thatmight threaten their own power.For example in Britain during andimmmediately after the last war awhole number of concessions weremade to workers through the healthservice and welfare benefits. But thisdid not mean that the power of theruling class was broken, It has beenusing its power since to cut down onthe reforms it once felt compelled togrant.The decisive question about Allendeis not whether he has been able, tempor-arily, to improve living standards, butwhether he has done anything to endthe power of the old rulers and tostrengthen the power of the workers.

TAKE OVERS
Some of Allende's actions may seemto have been in this direction. He has,after all, nationalised considerablechunks of industry. The Americanowned copper mines have been takenover by the state and Allende has re-fused to pay compensation on thegrounds that for decades massive profitshave been taken out of the countryby these concerns.The major banks have been takenover in this case by the governmentbuying up shares, And when textilefirms tried to close down because theywere not making a profit, the govern-ment toOk them over after workers hadseized control of the plant to keep itrunning.But experiences from all parts of theworld — from Egypt and Syria to ourown C.I.E. show that nationalisationis by no means the same thing associalism. Nationalisation means only atake over by the state.The key question is: who runs thestate? If it is merely run by the old con-trollers of industry, now acting inunison instead of in competition withone another, nothing has changed fromthe point of view of those who actuallylabour to create the wealth.Central to Allende's strategy of"peaceful change" in Chile is the ideathat nothing needs to be done to alterthe basis of control of the state.Both Chile's 40,000-strong army andits 20,000-strong heavily armed policeforce have a long and bitter record ofviciousness against the mass of the

Salvador Allende

ba.. International NewsST

population, For instance, when therewere strikes in 1967 six people wereshot dead and dozens wounded by thepolice. Yet those responsible for suchactions remain in control of the forces.The only change introduced byAllende in this area was to disband the1,000-strong special riot police — amere twentieth of the total police. Thecourts, too, are stacked with representa-tives of the old order.

THE ELITE
Instead of attacking the power of thegenerals, Allende has sought to per-suade them that he is acting in theirinterests.While easing the fears of the repre-sentatives of the traditional ruling elite,Allende has done nothing to increasethe real power of the working class inChile. He had steadfastly resisted alldemands that the workers be givenarms. Workers are allowed to "partici-pate" in the management of national-ised concerns — but only as a minority,with majority control firmly in thehands of the old state officials.He has also made it clear that theperiod of reforms that favour the work-ers is past. At a rally to commemoratehis first year in office he called upon theworkers to show "discipline" and to"limit wage claims", and he criticisedworkers who have been occupying thepremises of a U.S.-owned bank.Over the coming months there isaely to be growing conflict betweenAllende's government and the peoplewho voted for it a year ago.A situation is being created in whichAllende can no longer hope to satisfythe owners of industry (including thosemiddle-class elements who exercisetheir ownership collectively throughtheir control over the state) and theworking class. He will have to choose toside with one or the other.But one side is armed, the other not.And Allende shows no inclination at allto break his pledges to the middle classof a year ago not to "interfere" withthe state machine.

POWER
Instead he will probably use his in-fluence, and that of the bureaucratswithin Chile's working-class basedparties and trade unions, to persuadeworkers to put up with harsh conditionsand an erosion of last year's reforms.There is only one way in which thatsequence of events can be prevented inChile. A strong, genuinely revolution-ary force has to be built up among theworkers that is prepared to fight tosmash the state machine and to over-throw Allende from the left.The revolutionary groups in± Chile —in particular the largest, the. MJ.R. —

are beginning to see this. The leaderof the MIR., Miguel Enriquez, hasspoken out publicly in support of sucha perspective.The trouble is that in the pastChile's revolutionary groups have direc-ted their work towards the poorpeasants, the students and the unem-ployed slum dwellers, while leaving theorganised working class in the factoriesto the amost exclusive control of theparties that support Allende.But in a country like Chile where 60per cent of the population live in towns,it is the organised working class thatcan hold the key to the future.

The struggle forOkinawa
There have been huge strikes anddemonstrations in Japan protestingagainst the new treaty with the U.S.Under this, Okinawa, previously a U.S.colony, will revert to Japan, but theU.S. forces will stay and continue tostore atomic weapons there. Previouslythey have not stored atomic weaponsanywhere in Japan, but now by exten-sion they can do so.All these changes are because of theeconomic strain on U.S. capitalism,which shows itself in the present bal-ance of payments crisis. It is a way ofslowing down Japan's growth by un-loading extra defence costs on to her.The logic is the nuclear armament ofJapan, and as a concession to herruling class, the return of Taiwan,South Korea, the Philippines, and per-haps Indonesia and Malaya, to theJapanese "sphere of influence".So much for Pearl Harbour!The struggle in Japan has become sowidespread because of the general sup-port of the left, the Socialist and Corn-

munist parties. However, the reallyviolent and militant demonstrationshave been carried out by the leftistgroups, of which by far the largest isthe anti-Stalinist Revolutionary Com-munist League (Kakumaru faction) —which holds that Russia and China arestate capitalist societies.In the course of the protest manyrailwaymen struck. The Kakumaruhave considerable influence here, andthere were many attempts to preventscab trains running. The police re-sponded brutally, and nearly two thous-and people were arrested, often aftersevere beatings.Japan is in for a violent sharpeningof class tensions, brought on by agathering economic crisis. Already hersteel plants have cut production andlaid off workers for the first time since1949. As usual the capitalists will tryto unload the costs of their adjustmentson to the working class.
("Socialist Worker")

PANGHTSR
The wave of strikes and sit-ins whichswept Spain recently has again revealedthe slow decay of the Franco regime'spower, and given the outside world abrief glimpse of the new confidentspirit of the Spanish masses.A massive miners' strike in Asturiasclosed down most of the important pitsand set the whole region seething withunrest. The management of theS.E.A.T. car plant in Barcelona de-clared a one-week lockout of 24,000workers after 11 days of strikes, sit-insand pitched battles with the police, inwhich one worker was shot andseriously wounded.A wave of solidarity strikes through-out Catalonia affected scores of fac-tories, including the tvlatacas andFipalsa engineering works and the bigSiemens plant at Cornelia. The workers'commissions' call for a general strikewas not generally supported, but thefact that thousands of workers didstrike "in solidarity with the S.E.A.T.workers, for a general amnesty, andagainst the dictatorship" is of great im-portance. It indicates the new confid-ence felt by Spanish workers. Althoughthe right to strike in pursuit of, econ-omic ends was "legally" restored in1965, sympathetic strikes are stillillegal, and "political" strikers are stillliable to summary trial by militarycourts.Neither the Asturian miners nor theS.E.A.T. carworkers would agree tonegotiate through the state-supervised

VillIRKERSCE
sindicatos—the only legal "trade unions"in Spain. They insisted on the govern-ment recognising the illegal comisionesobreras (workers' commissions), demo-cratic bodies created by the workersthemselves. While many private em-ployers have been forced in recentyears to negotiate with the outlawedcommissions, this is the first time theworkers' movement has felt strongenough to directly challenge the sindi-catos' right to exist.If the government is forced to backdown and deal directly with the real

workers' representatives, the sinclicatoswould be completely discredited andthe prestige of the workers' commis-sions would be raised, strengtheningthe Spanish labour movement.

CIVIL WAR
Thirty-five years ago the Spanishcapitalists defeated and crushed theworkers who threatened to overthrowtheir corrupt and inefficient system.Today the Spanish workers are strugg-ling to their feet again and are the mostconsistent opponents of oppression anddictatorship. They are the only classable to go beyond mere demands fordemocracy and "liberalisation", pointingthe way to a new society in which thevery basis of oppression is destroyed.A generation after the Civil War, thereformists and the Communist Party,who have learnt nothing from the tragicdefeat of the 1930s, are still at the headof the workers' movement: they controlthe vast majority of the workers' com-missions. These "leaders" are stillpeddling the old idea of a PopularFront the notion that the task issimply to get rid of Franco's hirers,because unless this is done they willproduce another Franco when fascismbecomes the only path to salvation fortheir profit machine.(Reprinted from "Socialist Worker")



the worker
WHAT WE STAND FOR
SOCIALIST WORKERS' MOVEMENT

The SOCIALISTS WORKERS'MOVEMENT is a revolutionaryworkers' movement, whose aim is theorganisation of the working class inthe struggle for power and the trans-formation of the existing social order.All its activities, its methods and itsinternal organisation are subordinatedto this and are designed to serve thispurpose.Capitalism is a system based onproduction for profit, not for humanneed. This system is driven by thenecessity to accumulate profit, whichmeans that capitalists compete with oneanother, both nationally and inter-nationally.The capitalist class is a ruling classwhose ownership and control of themeans of production is based on theexploitation of the working class. Thus,a small minority rules society. InIreland, 9 per cent of the populationowns 90 per cent of the wealth.The contradictions betwen competingcapitalists, produce war, poverty andcrisis. The struggle between the classeswill produce the overthrow of capitalistsociety.Capitalism needs the working class;the working class does not needcapitalism. Present day capitalism isentering a period of stagnation andcrisis; it attempts to solve its problemsat the expense of working-class livingstandards and democratic rights.This system is international: in thedrive to expand it must extend itspower over the whole world. 250companies dominate the internationaleconomy. The search for markets andmaterials has led to imperialism thebrutal oppression of the peoples of two-thirds of the world and the effectivestrangling of those peoples' attemptsto develop their societies.
Imperialism
International capitalism operates inIreland through British imperialism'smilitary, economic and politicaldomination of the whole country.Britain maintains a standing army inthe North. British imperialism hasdivided the working class on sectarianlines. British investments throughoutIreland equal 50 per cent of all invest-ment in manufacturing and commerce.The Dublin and Stormont governmentsare subservient to the dictates of theinternational system and thus to itsagent, Westminster.Imperialism dominates Ireland asa whole: it treats Ireland as a unity.The struggle to defeat imperialism,therefore, must be fought in a unitedway throughout the 32 counties. Thisinvolves the overthrow of the Orange-Unionist state in the North and of theGreen-Tory state in the South.Irish capitalism, Green and Orange,is wholly integrated into the worldsystem. Because of this, the mereunification of Ireland, or the removalof British troops, cannot in themselvesmean the defeat of imperialism inIreland. There is no independentrepublic this side of the Workers'Republic. Only by the uniting of theworking class can power be taken fromthe Orange and Green ruling classminorities and victory be won overimperialism.It is the Irish working class andsmall farmers who bear the load of thisimperialist domination. The contrastbetween Ireland, a neo-colony, and theWestern capitalist countries isespecially glaring:North and South:120,000 unemployed—the highestrate of unemployment in Europe;—60,000 redundancies expected in thenext four years;—100,000 unfit houses and the worst

housing record in Europe;£9 per week net average income perrural household—the third lowest inEurope;1,000 political prisoners.The working class has the capacityto end exploitation and oppression. InIreland North and South the workingclass is now the predominant socialclass numerically and in terms ofpotential strength. The class hasachieved a new self-confidence andmilitancy; this needs political co-ordina-tion. Independent working class actioncan create a society based on productionfor human need, democraticallycontrolled by the majority. Byorganising at the point of productionand in the localities the workers canlead a struggle to the Workers'Republic. This would not mean merelya State takeover of the means ofproduction, but workers' controlof all aspects of society, local andnational. Such a society does not existin any country today.The Socialist Workers' Movementrtnntis for the nationalisation of banksand industry under workers' controland without compensation. To thisend we actively engage in the day-to-day struggles of workers and smallfarmers and seek to build a massworking-class party which can lead thestruggle to build socialism in Irelandas part of the struggle for internationalsocialism. A Workers' Republic cannotsurvive without the aid of the Britishand Continental working classes andthe international extension of therevolutionary fight.The Socialist Workers' Movementopposes the E.E.C. to which the onlyalternative is socialism in Ireland, aspart of a socialist Europe. TheSocialist Workers' Movement opposes

N.A.T.O. and all other internationalmilitary alliances. We are independentof Washington, Moscow and Peking.We support all anti-imperialist strugglesthroughout the world.Workers struggles
The Socialist Workers' Movementfights for:--full support for workers and smallfarmers in struggle;—defence of the living standards ofworkers and small farmers;—rank-and-file control and socialistleadership of the trade unions;—the election of all trade unionofficials, subject to recall;—all strikes to be declared official ifsupported by the majority of theworkers concerned;—a minimum wage of at least £30 fora 35-hour week;—equal pay for women;—100 per cent trade unionism;—opposition to all anti-trade unionlegislation;—opposition to all incomes policiesunder capitalism;—against unemployment, redundancyand lay offs. We support the demand:Five days' work or five days' pay;—repeal of all repressive legislation—e.g. Special Powers Act and OffencesAgainst the State Act;—extension of the Civil ResistanceCampaign in the Six Counties;—release of all political prisoners;—evacuation of British troops fromIreland;—defence of working class areasagainst military and sectarian attacks;freedom of worship for all religiousgroupings;total separation of Church and State;—an end to clerical control ofeducation;

by Jim Smith
All capitalist countries show a blatentlyunequal distribution of wealth with aconcentration of property, valuablepossessions and stocks and shares inthe hands of a select few, Ireland is noexception to this rule except that thedivision of wealth in Ireland wouldseem to be even more unequal than inmost European countries.The Irish government has a policyof trying to attract the rich to settle inIreland with the promise of low taxa-tion, comparatively low land prices andother inducements. If you are rich, andcoming to settle in Ireland you evenqualify for a removal grant to defrayyour costs. If you happen to be a re-turning emigrant you need not expectto qualify for anything not even ajob in present conditions.Thus many rich people from Eng-land, America and other places havecome to join the native Irish upperclass in a country which Bord Pantelikes to portray as a playground. It is,unfortunately, only a playground forthe rich as they travel from MonteCarlo to their country houses in Meath.Meanwhile the mass of the Irish popu-lation tries to escape from overcrowdedliving conditions by spending a Sundayafternoon on the polluted shores ofDublin bay.But who are the Irish rich?There are those who have been richfor generations, with large estates inIreland, a house in London and invest-ments all over the place. Some of theseare members of titled families and thestyle of life of some of them is ex-pressed by this advert from the LondonTimes:"Wanted for highly intelligent six-'ear-old boy. Governess capableof full instruction up to Prepara-tory or Public ,School standards.Large staff kept and some monthsof year spent on family estates inScotland and France. Please replyto the Hon. Mrs. Norman Butler,Kilboy Castle, Kilboy, near Oolla,Co. Tipperary. or care of BarclaysBank, Monte Carlo."Not all the titled families in Irelandare rich, but there are 700 listed in"Burkes Landed Gentry of Ireland" anda considerable number of these are verywealthy indeed.Probably more important, at least forthe everyday life of the country, arethose who have got rich in the lastdecade at the expense of the workingclass. One only needs to think of landand building speculators, and those whohave managed because of the high levelof unemployment, to keep wages at aminimum and profits at a maximum.

It's niceto berich in
Ireland

l't has been said, that the same periodof economic expansion in the sixtieswhich made a small section of thepopulation rich also had an effect onthe rest of the population putting moremoney into their hands. This may betrue in that more people got work, butit did not make them any richer or givethem a larger share in the distributionof wealth.Figures show that the distribution ofwealth changed very little in the first40 years after independence. An investi-gation of the estate duty statistics re-veals that since 1923 the proportion ofthe total sum left which was made upof estates over £20,000 has remainedconstant at about 40 per cent. It isdifficult to estimate the movement ofwealth in the sixties, since the moneyaccumulated then will not appear instatistics for some time to come.However the following informationcan be extracted from official statistics:90 per cent of the people dying in 1969died almost penniless leaving an estateof less than £100. On the other hand10 per cent of those dying left over£40 million between them. This 10 percent came to about 3,000 people whoposessed 97 per cent of the total wealthleft.These figures, although based on theestate duty statistics, give a fairly ac-curate picture of the distribution ofwealth in Ireland, and the picture isnot a pretty one.The figure of 10 per cent possessing97 per cent of the wealth of the cl:cun-try points to a tiny group of pple(smaller than the equivalent group inEngland vhere 10 per cent possess a"mere" 80 per cent of the wealth),who effectively, through their economicpower, wield an influence far out ofproportion to their numbers.

—a secular and comprehensive educa-tion system controlled by teachers,pupils and parents;—raising of school-leaving age to 18;—free education to the highest level;—full adult rights at 18—e.g. the rightto vote;—adult wages and adult rights forworkers at 18;—free and comprehensive healthservice;—end to means-tested benefits;—minimum wage for the unemployedand pensioners;—one family—one house;—emergency housing programme andexpropriation of all building land;—tenants' control of estates, includingrents;—full social equality for women;24-hour nurseries;--income for small farmers andagricultural labourers on parity withindustrial rates;—division of large estates under controlof local farmers;

—the building of a genuine co-operativemovement among farmers andfishermen;nationalisation of hunting and fishingrights.The SOCIALIST WORKERS'MOVEMENT is a democratic organi-sation open to all those who accept itsprinciples and objectives, who work inone of the units of the movement,agree to recognise its discipline andpay dues."Internationalism; to some peoplethis is the great bug-aboo whichfrightens them off from socialism"(James Connolly). The struggle for aWorkers' Republic in Ireland isinseparable from the internationalstruggle against capitalism. TheSocialist Worker? Movement fights tobuild a mass party of the workingclass as part of a revolutionary inter-national of working class parties.
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