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FARM REVOLT SPREADS;
POLITICIANS IN PANIC

Successful in Halhng Foreclosures
They Now Demand Total Can-
cellation of Mortgages

CHICAGO, ILL.— (Special)~—The
farmers of the Middle West are
on the march. Their militant or-
ganizations are increasing in num-
bers daily, and their demands grow
with their numbers.

Successful in halting farm fore-
closures by the great life insurance
companies, they now begin to de-
mand cancellation of the mortgages
altogether. The dollar when they
made the mortgages is not the same
dollar, they contend, that they now
must pay.

"Holiday" Farmers

On February 16 from
100,000 will
before the State Legislature at Lin-
coln, Neb. They will from
Nebraska, Colorado, Kansas, Mis
souri, South Dakota.
These farmers have s
cured permission to use the State
fair grounds for their meetings
State fair buildings, churches and
public places will be used for sleep-
ing quarters for the invading host,

On February 8 at Ithaca, Mich.,
there was repeated the story
what is happening all through the
Western farm country. One thous
and organized farmers, armed with
axe handles, took charge of the
mortgage foreclosure sale over the
head of the sheriff,
mum of 2 cents for each
put up for sale. P. A. Holman,
representative of the Ithaca Na-
tional Bank, was reported to have
been rolled in a bank,
glasses broken and face cut, and
then locked in a room in the farm
house while the sale was being
held. Sheriff J. D. Helman went on
with the “2 cent sale,” all property
then being turned back to the mort-
gaged farmer, Roy Marzoff.

n the milk faeene
are propnrlnz for a strike, walch
they hope will spread to the entire
Middle West. Memories of the great
milk producers etrike of 1928,
which resulted in a farmers’ viec-

75,000 to
farmers demonstrate
come
lowa and
“holiday”

P

of

and bid a maxi
article

sSnow his

tory, are still fresh in the minds |

of Chicagoans.

The success of the farmers’ move
ment in Iowa and Nebraska has
encouraged its spread into Illinola,
where pledge cards for defense of
farmers in distress are being cir-
culated.

Politicians in Dilemma

Confronted with the unexpected-
ly strong revolt,
tures are trying hard to find some
way to satisfy the men from the
country and at the same time not
hurt the bankers and insurance
companies. The (owa State Legis-
lature passed a law unanimously
proposing a “moratorium” on mort-
gage foreclosures until March 1,
1535. Power to grant this “mora-
torium” is placed in the hands of
the district judge, however, who

|ary 8,

the State Legisla- |

then takes over supervision of the |

property. Whether this wili satisfy
the farmers is more than doubtful.

The movement for “postponement
of mortgages” grows, and Governor
Henry Horner of Illinois is the lat-
est convert. Meanwhile, Milo Reno,
president of the National Farm
Holiday Association, advocates or-
ganized farm opposition to mort-
gage foreclosures which his organ-

ization is practicing throughout the |

Middle West. The farmers’ Councils
of Action are also busy.

"Sears Roebuck" Sales
Scores of “Sears-Roebuck” sales,

nies instead of dollars,

CLINT GOLDEN HEADS
FARM ORGANIZATION

NEW HOPE,
ers’

PA.~—The Farm
Association of
Bucks
here this
month, to cooperate with the or-
ganized farmers
and State
Clinton S
the

tee

Economie
Solesbury
County,

Township,
was formed

in the County
Golden, member of
National Executive Commit
of the CPLA,
president of the association,
P. A
gressive farmer

was elected
and
a well

Waring, known pro

was chosen sec
retary.

Working committees were ap
pointed

to study the matter of

taxes and legislation, credit and
mortgages, market
to

agricultural

RACKETEERS HIT;
CAMPAIGN GROWS

Change in Spirit and Structure
of Labor Leadership Is
Opposition Aim

cooperative

ing, and make a survey of

condition

Results are being obtained in the

national campaign against labor
racketeering entered upon by the
Confer for Progressive Labor
Action and by dissenting members
in the unions

The National Executive Commit
tee of the CPLA warns, however,
that racketeering and other union

not likely to be stamped
change

abuses are “
ut until there is a complete
structure of or-

in the spirit and

ganized labor leadership and con
trol.”

Theodore M. Brandle, many
years czar of the Ne build
ing trades, is now on the defensive
and fighting for his existence ae o
labor leader. His local union, No.
45 of the ironworkers, in Jersey
City, has been thrown into receiver
hsip. Brandle himself (hs:\ppmred
shortly thereafter.

When he re-appeared,

for

w Jersey

on Febru-

tion in his union. Cries of “liar”
greeted his attempts to “explain”
his position. The next day it was

announced that 431 members of the |
local had signed a petition request- |

ing his suspension as business
(Continued on Page 2)

Fight+Fifth Cut in
Southern Mill Village

By LARRY HOGAN

ALAMANCE, N. C. Striking
against a 20 per cent wage reduc-
tion, the fifth wage cut handed
them by the Standard Hosiery Com-
pany in the past two years, 150
mill workers walked out here and
the situation is at a dead lock.

The company has issued a nctice
that the strikers are not to tres-
pass on company property. The
strikers are staunch in their de-
mands for a living wage. The com-
pany owns the village and most of
the land near by.

Conditions here are typical of
Southern mill villagee. Workers
live in unsealed houses for which
they pay °5 cents a week per room,

not including lights. There is no|

running water in the houses.
Grocery bills, medical attention

| and clothes are real problems since

alarmed the banking and insurance |

companies. Near Bowling Green,
Ohio, scene of several such sales,
the Federated Press reports, almost

2,000 farmers gathered and bid in|

the live stock and equipment of
Walter Crozier's farm for $1.90 -to

satisfy an $806 mortgage. A short |
distance away Common Pleas Judge |
Wiiliam F. Duncan announced that |

he would not allow any sale which
did not bring in the amount of the
mortgage.

Organized action is preventing
the farmer from being moved from
his farm, and that is the im-

portant point. Statement on Jan- |

uary 30 by the Bureau of Agricul- |
tura! Economics of the U. 8. De |
partment of Agriculture that farm
recovery is far off only tends to
stiffer: the farmora in their fight.

|

in which the farmers bid in pen.| " %% paid by the Standard Com-
have | PARY 8Te a fifth lower than the low

wages prevailing in adjoining vil-
lages. Public sentiment is with the
strikers.

The walk-out was unorganized,

but the strikers aro sticking and

mean to win.

The Party of Proletarian Unity,
a group in France similar to CPLA,
has just registered a 10 per cent

gain in membership. Five hundred |

he faced unexpected opposi- |

| loo plant

WOMEN MARCH ON STATEHOUSE \

This is the beginning of the march of 7,000 women of th

Progressive Minars of America in their

ment insurance, peace in the coa

marched to the statehouse and were

Ha’e

save the

recent
fields and equitable
\d

ary
for unemploy
relief. They

sales tax would

huge demonstratior
distribui §

by Gov. Horner that a

Strikes Sweep Detroit as Mmem l)ef\

hun Rule

Bank System Wavers Join Progressive Union

Detroit Mich (Special) Awmid
crashing finances a whirlwind of
labor action unprecedented in the
history of the industry sweeps

through
mobile city, involving thousands of

the big plants of the auto-

auto workers in ten strikes, four of

tioan eady vesulting -in victory
| for the workers.
Four thousand striking worker

powerful
of
cent

won demands against the
Hudson Motor
increases of 10 to 25 per
fourth victory
the course of a week
Beginning the Briggs Water
January 11, the strike
wave swept through the

wage
the

Company

for auto workers in

in

plants o

the Motor Products Co,, Hays Body
Co., Briggs Highland plant, Briggs
Mack Avenue plant, Murray Body
Co., Briggs Waterloo (second
strike), Briggs Meldrum Avenue
plant, Ford Motor Co., and the

Hudson Motor Co. (two strikes).
Angered by repeated wage cuts
and with five strikes in
while other plants, including
Dodge. are expected to strike, De
troit auto workers have swung into
a program of labor action that bids
fair to organize the industry
whip the big open-shop car
nates into line.
The crashing
with

process

and

mag

financial structure
of the state, 581 banus and
financial institutions closed in
Michigan by the Governor for 11%
days in an attempt to stave off com
has thrown terror
and hundreds of

plete collapse

through the State,

GILLESPIE, ILI The barricad
ed, gun-ridden stror 1d of Job
L. Lewis in Franklin Cou
bursting wide open as Itin
U. M. A. of A locals throw hot

water on the Lewis regime and one

after another apply for charters in
the Progressive Miuers of America

“To old Ben 15, with 525 mem
bers, goes the honor of receiving
the first P. M. A. charter states
The Progressive Miner flicial pa

per of the new union

“During the past week the fol-

lowing locals have thumbed their
noses at the thoroughly discredited
U. M. W. A.: Peabody 19, Old
Ben 15, and Buckner.

The new progressive sentiment
seethes and surges through the loc
al miners of Franklin County who

remember the cherished principles
of the old 1 M. W. A, and
have been brought to life ag

which
in in
the fighting Progressive Miners of
America.”

The locals voted overwhelmingly
to join the new union.

thousands are caught without even

meagre funds
A move to block the
of huge sums from banks in a ges

withdrawal

ture to protect small depositors
failed when Henry Ford refused to
“play the game” and the crisis
was precipitated. Detroit auto mag
nates who pay low wages to auto
workers, and inst whom the

strikes are directed, are controlling

heads of the hig banks.

SEES FASCIST DANGERS IN TREND
TOWARD “MILD” F. D. DICTATORSHIP

WASHINGTON, D. C.—That the
growing movement to invest Roose-
velt with the power of a dictator,
as a way out of the crisis, will re-
ault, it successful, in the destruc-
tion of what liberties the Ameri-
can workers stili retain, is the
warning of Edward F. McGrady,
legislative representative of the
American Federation of Labor, ac-
cording to a Federated Press dis-
patch from Lawrence Todd In

| Washington.

French Workers Unite

“The vested interests of the na-
tion, and especially the organized
banking clique that now have their

| of L.

hands ¢n the throats of the indus- |

tries, and who are now actually de-
termining for the people what they

workers belonging to the Independ- | shall have to eat and wear and

ent Soclalist Party of Nievre, the

equivalent of an American state, |

how they shall be housed, and whe-
ther their children shall have

joined the P. U. P. in a body. The | schooling—these Interests will aid
Independent Soclalist Party was I in the formation of this sort of dic- |
the strongest party in its locality | tatorship.

and at the last election had seut

“But later they will do all lm

1

its candidate to the Chamber of | can to discredit & mild form of die- |

| Deputies, the French Congress.

tatorship, and they will build up

"a real dictatorship of the mailed
fist, which will take away every
bit of humane and defensive legis
lation that the workers have se-
cured since the Revolutirnary
War,” McGrady warned.

Anxiety grows among labor men
over the tendency of Congress to
abdicate its power in the economic
crisis and to give Roosevelt dictat-
orial authority before his capacity

to do anything has been tried out, |

and there is talk of possible A. F.
protest demonstrations, but
President Green has not indicated
that he has any action in mind,
the F. P. report says.

|
i
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HUNDRED DELEGATES WILL ATTEND

OHI0 “LEGISLATURE” OF UNEMPLOYED

"BARTER" BARTERED AWAY STATE JOBLESS TO v “i“""‘” ""d Farmars from
Counties Cdthor at
Jobless in Famed Plan ‘De pend' | MARCH ON CAPITOL "' at spitol Feb. 27-28
on Community Chest
OHIO Five hun
Yi W S 3, 0.—The | Giant Hunger March in West w assured for
. era AT Le An { for Cash Relief Set for ebruary 27
N re i | March | t “legislature” of
: da 1 and farm
) ¢ <oes }| Wast p " « ’ : of the Ohio
i s L 3 | nj L ] '.‘.(unul
. Gammunity 119 : o
‘ | xtee ups
I . : |
g ed
Professor studer \; : : -
Antioch College smile w i 4
@ un
f
i L
1 1 he I I r Ve
( . | W
p g | t the
I e “} t plan | I 0O}
18 been mu | i tici-
1b-bu wspap f 1 t ployed of every
) ¢ re the t} l represented
18 A ms that m . a state office
t worke der them i t ‘ .
- I J
BROOKLYN CALLS o er o
. ht or e officers of the
I rd, for
LIGHT STRIKE ‘ e
g Commission
Huge Profits and Lay-Offs in v Truax contin
Edison Co. Rouse Citizens t ed t t tate
"Dine by Candle-Light" $ ~ v
Lovering Ohio
JEW Y y y o { lodg 8 en route as
i I'ruax and Johnson
n Ky N ¥ : v v Ve now vereu three-fourths of
e by e TARE® Meat Barons Use Courts ! the s 2 to the
he nth Ma 9 .. B _h g Q 'k ! rn 8¢ 3 is work
¥ ln ut(. (’TS Strl 9 18 bee ippiemented by meetings
Brookly Ed ( ; George Perkins of
& - Youngst vice-president; V. C
[ J Bz br -treas
The Natior o irer, and other active league mem
i and La Y ribute ’e
teraturs B Kk s leagues continue to
i " § up everywhere, one of the
1 the n t ng that of Franklin Coun-
the ke and “D by Car y 1 W 1 Columbus is located.
izht® during March Connell, private dick for I'wo ward organizations have be
The ers’ strike will back Co., L e n the capitol city,
‘s Bakt ‘B rried on by t . ad Jary ihat i sk nd another in Miflin Township
Brotherhood i I Y€ sideri tments against the ist out of the city.
for the past two years, pr DE | workers nnell spent a morning  AMONE other new leagues are those
against arbitrary dische 5,000 | recently intimidating storekeepers '¢Ported by Jim White frém the
employees » the ¢ oy had| jnto signing aMdavits against the H ¢ Vaiey mining region, to-
$25.000,000 dividend payments | girikers and the afternoon in sit- | & with those in Park Town-
and $50,000,000 umulated sur| 41,0 a5 a member of the Grand n Stark County, and in Clin-
plus and reser The Brother Jury in judgment the strikers |t and Jefferson townships.
hood, through William Beedie, its he affidavits are being prepared The convention call, sent out on
ecretary, charges the company o r presentation to the court of February 6, says in part:
with maintaining a degrading Chancery, presided over by Vice- “The Niles Convention set down
ystem against employees and sup Chancellor Lewis, card playing and | ¢ert ain basic demands which will
pressing freedom of opinion in an luncheon companion of the treas D¢ the basis for the Columbus con-
effort to prevent the unionization ... o .o Fﬁlh-rhm o vention. These demands include a
of the worker As a front for their illegal oper. | Program of adequate relief based
The struggle is being waged on ations the company has employed ©% bare necessities. A family of
every front. The National Commit-| ' Lo\ 1 ooratic Prosecutor of Man. wife and three children must
tee on Utilities and Labor, through Passste’ County. have at least $18.35 per week In
its Counse o L spon- 1 i I
1‘:1 ).:]’,““’]'"t.‘y"l,r:“n:‘(; f:“d:,(;m ]%‘?:‘ B Violenos L»‘r\]« r ,m live. “,(‘ are asking for
& Locked out after their refusal to this in work relief, but not as a
:u'n‘n:“ .””) ‘\‘wmp;n‘._\' CALDRS U sign the Yellow Dog contract, 32 basic wage. If work is not provided

Preliminary hearings werg held on

February Sth at which the Com-
mission reconsidered whether it
has jurisdiction over labor ques
tions and reserved its decision on

this point

In briefs submitted by Counsel

for the National Committee on
Utilities and Labor, it is charged
that:

“A thorough investigation of the
labor policies of the respondent will
discontent and unrest, ad.
by the
dent in statement
‘rmdu(-wl upon the
which threaten the

(Continued on Page

reveal
mitted respondent’'s presi
which will be
hearings, and
electric service
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For Soviet Recogmtlon

NEW YORK, N. Y~J. B. Mat-
thews, executive secretary of the
Fellowship of Reconciliation, an-|

nounces that 430 clergymen of New
York State have signed a petition
favoring recognition of Soviet Rus-
sia. This petition has been forward
ed to President-elect Roosevelt.
Two weeks ago the Fellowship
sent an. identical request to the
| President-elect which was signed by

more than 800 college presidents |

and professors.

The petition reads as follows:
| “In the interests of World Peace
{and as a measure of mutual eco-
| nomiec advantage, we urge the im-
mediate recognition of the Soviet
| Government by the United States.”

to face a campaign of violence fos-
tered by the private army employed
by the meat barons. Although the
Board of Health of the e¢ity of Pat
erson, the head of which was once
involved in a milk racket, gave the
Fullerton Co. a whitewashing let
ter, the guardians of Paterson's
health do nothing abont the quar-
tering of on the premises
where food is being prepared.
Strikebreakers, imported from
out of town, are sneaked Into the
¢ity under cover of darkness and
smuggled ~ut again at the end of
the week. During the week tlLey
work behind barred and painted
windews, flopping among the meat
at the end of the day’'s work, One
person who described the condition
of the scab’s sleeping quarters could

scabs

| find nothing to liken the smell to

but a gymnasium dressing room.
No bathing facllities are provided,
| and, apparently. no lack is felt.

Calls Natlon Wide
Demonstrations Mar. 4

The Federation of Unemployed
Worker 3'
cently formed at Chicago by dele-
| Eates from Unemployed Leagues
| throughout the middle west, has
| asked all alliated and sympathetic
groups to hold Mass Meetings on
March 4 to ask the incoming presi-
dent to cnll a special session of |
Congress to snuct legislation for
the unemployod.

|
|

woagues of America, re-|

the factories must be opened. The
people have a right to live and a
to work. Child health and
education must be protected. Free
text-books must be provided,
schools kept open, and teachers
p Unpald rent of the unem-
ployed should be accredited to the
delinquent of certain type
homes. Unemployment Insurance is
demanded. Evictions of unemployed
and farmers must be stopped.
Farmers must not be sola out for
delinquent taxes or mortgagea.”

right

1id

taxes

Unite for Pressure

it adds that farmers, jobless and
employed workers “must unite tor
permanent solutions,” and that
“pressure against public officials
is the main tactic of the Ohio Un-
employed League.”

Each unemployed organization,
which is a branch of the state
league, 1s entitled to five delegates
to the convention. Provision has
| been made, so that delegates will
receive meals and iodgings whils
in the capital city for tle two day
meeting. Accommodations for wo-
men delegates will be made in
homes.

The convention will present its
program to the legislature and to
Jovernor White, If necessary, it is
also planned to send a special com-
mittee to Washington, D. C, to
take up the demands of the Ohio
jobless with the national Congress.

The officers of the league have
| been successtul in getting the eo-

(Continued on Page 2)
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LABOR ACTION

FROM THE FIRING LINE

Andrew J. Mellon
“Great American”

Not 80 long ago I was in Niagara
Falls. While there I heard from
two different sources the
story about Andrew Mellon's Alum
fnum Company. Quite a story it i
too. All about the pot room. You
may have heard it.

same

I know nothing of smelting or
the equipment used but I will give
the facts as | heard them

In the pot the men each
have five pots to tend, Molten metal
was in the pots, and they had to
stir or poke the metal at intervals
It was a hot, job. Then
the men were told that they would
have to tend nine
stead of five. Then
But times were bad, and some

room

gaseous
pots each in

men struck

that they couldn’t stay out

strike was broken, and the men
went back to work, only to find
that they didn't have nine pots to

tend, but tweive!
And before the

this year these men

seventeen pots aplece!

piant cic

wed down

were nding

had

made in equipment meanwhile

been

but
not enough to lighten the work t
this extent—in fact felt
the changes were used as an ex
cuse to impose intol
them.

changes

Some slight

the men

vable labor on

Niagara seems to be a sore sp
for industrial
Light and Heat [
reputation
and hard boiled met
the compensation law

tims of

ning in the U. S

POiS(

Jobless Wm;ké’rs
Like Own Pape

As you will see by the ngs
from the Springfield Union,” a
daily paper here, our Unemployed
League

is getting some publicity
On another page of the same paper

a report was giv

city workers w

tion to protect their rights as work
ers. At the end of the report it is
stated that these workers refuse
to have anything to do with the Un-
employed League on the groand

that it has “a Comm t complex-
fon.” This, of course, is just the
usual way the bosses have of try
ing to divide the wc But
these city workers w n

that &
are only ha

We
tempt to approach the
permanent hall t

pposing the
rming t

planning a second at
Mayor for a

it I am afraid 'we

are

s dead

won't get anything

set against our orgar Bat it
he refuses, that will end the
matter. We will Winter

plenty to worry

Enclosed you nd a money
order for ents of
which 1 sales of
Labor A its for a
three months’ subscription. Al

though the unemployed workers are
anxious to have the paper it is hard
for them to buy it as many of them
do not have even a few cents

CALDER

Springfield, Mass, F

Ostrich Stage Passed As
Elderado Jobless Swing
Into Action

Eldorado, Arkansas! The Finan
clal Gateway of Southern Arkansas
and Northern Louisiana!” So says

the glaring sign of the Chamber of
The city can boast of a
cham
and 4.000 anem-

Commerce

new modern courthouse, a

pion football
ployed out of a 15,000 populaticn

Unemployment relief here has
gone through three stages; the first
was the ostrich stage, in which ac-
cording to theory, the right way
to deal with jobless is to ignore
them. “Eldorado Can Take Care of
$ler Own!"” the city fathers said
and proceeded to taxes on
home-owners. But foreclosures in
creased in number until it seemed
there would be no more homeown
ars, 67 per cent of the voters were
disfranciiised through inclility to
pay the poll-tax, and text-books be
came a rarity among school-chil
dren, since the city does not supply
these.

Increasing misery of workers,
home owners, and farmers com
pelled city officials to apply for a
loan from R. F. C, and they re
ceived $30,000. The city bankers in
a business-like manner, disposed of |
it as follows: Heads of families
with three or more children could |
work on the high-way three days a
week, ten hours a day, at 25 cents

team

raise

an hour. Those with families in-
cluding only two children were en
titled to two days work, at the same
rates. Other unemployed were left
to shift
Most of

for themselves somehow

the work was done on

roads leading from magnificent
private estates to the main high
way, and on roads leading from the
city golf links and the Arkansas
Light and Power Co

In a huge mass meeting of unem

ployed held under direction of the

Socialist Party local in Elderado,

citizens of the town were given an

opportunity to express their griev

ances. A resoluticn unanim

the fol

was

ously adopted, embodying

lowing demand

1. Participation by the unem

ployed in the distribution of relief
2. Free rent, heat and shelter for
nemployed families
Free text books for en
nemployed
{. Uncultivated unty owned
land to be alloted t imemployed
t 8 for e purpose of growing
1 stuffs for their ow Y
for ¢ vating
ited y and
6. No vork on private es

An unemployed

formed with a president, secretary

who were
these de
i i
As a res
priva s
L NOrK
th
th A
WAays i ans
8 M Anw
9 pert ng th

heir demands

S. SANDBERG

Mena, Ark

Alabama—Sc—hools (Close
While Politicians
Wrangie

n Alabama are in a de

ition. Teachers in ele

schools, high schools and

eges have received in the past

r on on their sala-

ries, the re being covered

warrants issued aga t a very
incertain future

The state treasury is quite empty,
nd the governor and the legisla-

» been engaged in a long
wrangle, The governor refused to

all a special session to appropri-

unless legislators would
igree to put his income tax meas-
ire before the people. The income
tax and a bond was finally
submitted to and both

issue

the peo

®

easures were defeated. As a re
sult a rity of the schools in
the state were forced to close.

Many people claim that educa-
tional funds are being diverted into
ther channels,

and investigation

f state officials seems ilkely.
Feagin, the political boss of Ala
bama, I8 in coutrol of state finances,

seemingly, and is getting his re
venge on the state superintendent
of education, whom he dislikes, by
paying off every other department
before giving any money to the
schools, by which time there is lit-
tle money left.

J. M. R.
Evergreen, Alabama

"WOULD BE A GOOD THING

IF AMERICAN WORKERS

BUILD STRONG PRESS"

Britain 18 sinking deeper and
deeper into the mire on all sides.
I can only hope that there will be
another 1933 and that
the people will not to misled again

New National Economnies to be
gin on April 1 provide that “No
child whose parents caa earn moro
than $15 to $20 a week will be
grunted a free scholarship to a
high school.”

election in

This means that there willi be a
big decline in education.

We in the Workers Educational
Association have organizing
over the coun
try to protest agains’ this outrage
Ous economy.

beon
demonstrations all

I am making talks to workers or-
ganizations and writing for the
preas. It would be a grand thing
if workers in America would build
up a strong labor press and a
workers' educational movement,

MABLE R. BEAUMONT.
England

"WE KNOW WHAT'S WRONG
WITH THE ROTTEN SYSTEM—
GIVE US ACTION!"

The big shots here are beginning
to realize our strength and are do-
ing everything possible to get their
henchmen active in the League. Up

to now we have succeeded in cur-
talling their activities by a clause
in our Ry-Laws which disqualifies

any one who has held any political
job in the past, in holding any of
ficial position in the League

More than

crying

aver the members are

for more action and because

of the deplorable conditions we are

having a difficult time with study
groups. Their cry is action and not
paper talk, lLe., “We know what's

the matter with the rotten system
Let
I am getting the more active spirits

have some action.” IHowever
along
have

Definite

interested in a study group

organization nes and we
protested another evicticn
action on this case is pending and
mobilize our forces
action of evicting the

takes

we expect to

when the

family place.

Two wards are starting to organ

ize the women aud a good

response. Many of our men are re

fusirg to w on the state roads

demanding cash
hour.- At

r one and

and county work

payment of 40 cents per

present we are fighting fc

on coal per month instead

allotted to a

ton
eated ar

Rel

gument at
»f Meeting

ty in our

MID-WEST CAMPAIGNS
KEEP CPLA-ERS BUSY
St. Louis Comr;d—e—s Issue Shop

Paper and "The Unemployed
Citizen"—Help Ill. Miners

ST. LOUIS, MO.—An organiza-
tion campaign in the large East
x with

ague of

establish

up of re
up of re

nery for Progressive
America are keeping the

3 branch of CPLA busy
The "Stickes"
In the Packing

ifts, Armour

the

Morris

houses, eiu-

yees (

and Hunte king Co

favor

ible

have given
1 very the
first issue of “The Sticker,” organ
f a group of men within the plant
who have organized themselves in-
to the Pack House League and
who plan to carry on an intensive
re

reception to

nization campaign to strength
e League.
e packing
many of

house employees,
highly skilled, are

disgusted

them
becoming increasingly
with

and
which

the low pay, the long hours

the horrible conditions under
they work. In the
killing beds, salt rooms, gut shan-

have to

ties, hide cellars, coolers, and in

innumerable other departments, the

work is difficult, unpleasant and

derpaid. Women who work in

sausage department at Ar-

mours, for example, get 17¢ per
hoar

-

Unemployed Citizens' League

The Unemployed Citizens League,
after a long period of internal
fizhting, has cleaned out its ranks
and i8 now ready to go ahead on a
positive program. The first o1 a
eries of city wide conferences has
been planned and the first issue of
the officlal organ of the League,
The Unemployed Citizen has been
pubiished. The League has also re-
cently sent a letter to the Central
Trades and Labor Union pointing
out that it was to the advantage of
the unemployed, the employed and
the nation as a whole that the un-
employed should not be used as a
lever with whiech to force down
wage scales, and suggesting com-
bined action to combat any such
steps that might be taken

Miners Relief

Representatives from eight or
ganizations met recently in answer
to a call gent out by the local CPLA
branch and set up a Progressive
Miners Relief Conference to raise
relief for the striking miners in
Southern Illinois. Fraternal greet-
ings were sent to the Progressive
Miners of America, a letter ot pro-
test against denials of civil liber
ties in the coal flelds was sent to
Governor Horner, and a continua-
tion committee was set up to con-
tact organizations not represented,
to set up actual relief machinery

'RACKETEERS HIT;

CAMPAIGN GROWS

{Continned from Page 1)

agent. This happened in a local
in which, some years ago, he had
been elected to office for life.

Last month, Maxwell E. Bublitz, |
business agent of Local 164 of the
Iuternational Brotherhood of Elec-
trical Workers in Jersey City, re-
signed under fire of alleged racket-
eering activities The local was
thrown into receivership. |

The steps being taken in Jersey
City have developed from the pub-
licity against Brandle and his
henchmen by the Newark Evening
News and the CPLA, and from the
sudden rupture between Mayor
Hague of Jersey City and Brandle. |

Formerly Hague and Brandle
worked very closely together, In
1924, it was the Jersey City labor
czar who prevented the endorse-
ment of the candidacy of Robert N.
LaFollette for President in the Pat-
erson convention of the State Fed-
eration of Labor, doing this in the
interests of Hagne whe was back-
ing the Democratic Wall Street at-
torney, John W, Davis.

Later on, in 1930, Brandle paid
Hague's income tax and penalties
with his personal check for $60,000.

But now the two have split, and
attacks on Brandle are suc-
ceeding as his political power Is les-
sening

In New York City, Sam Kaplan
has been denied his appeal for re-
nstatement into office, by the

urts. The International Alliance

{ Theatrical Stage Employes and
Motion Picture Operators has
backed Harry Sherman as Xaplan's
successor in Local 306. Sherman
is none other than the personnel
man, at $25,000 per year, for the
Paramount-Publix Corporation.

The CPLA protesied against
Sherman’s candidacy on the ground
at it set “a vicious and harmful
precedent,” and called upon the in
ternational union to declare Sher-
man ineligible for office.

Local 379 of Perth Amboy, N. J,,
through its secretary, J. J
Hallahan, that Sherman had used
strikebreaking methods against
their local union, and that he was

the

wrote

infit for office in any local union.
“Events

in New York and New
Jersey indi

1i reactionary
interests will take advantage of the
racketeering fight to assert their
wn control in-the unions,” Louis
F. Budenz, executive

sate that

secretary of
the Conference for Progressive La-
bor Action has declared. “There is
r one way to remedy the evil,
nd that is to set up such strong
opposition groups in the unions,
knowing what they are about, that
the entire policy of the organiza-
tions will be changed. Business
unionism is defunct and decadent.
While it exists at all, its by-prod-
ucts of racketeering and reaction-
ary abuses will remain.”

Economists, Publicists, CPLA-ers
Join National Committee to
Fight Union Evils

NEW YORK, N. Y.—The National
Committee against Labor Racket-
ecering and Allied Evils, announced
in the last issue of Labor Action,
has now definitely been formed.

Twenty-five pro-labor economists
and publicists have joined the com-
mittee, which is designed to “check
the evils menacing the labor unions
of the country.”

Among those who have become
members of the committee are:

Robert Morse Lovett, University of
Chicago.

Dr. Paul H. Douglas, University of
Chicago.

Prof. Paul F. Brissenden, Columbia

University.
Dr. George S. Counts, Columbia
University.
George Soule, Associate Editor,

The New Republie.

Freda Kirchwey, Associate Editor,
The Nation.

Prof. Willlam L. Nunn, Dana Col-
lege, Newark, N, J.

Roger N. Baldwin, Director, Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union.

Alfred M. Bingham, Editor, Com-
mon Sense.

Francis A. Henson, Secretary, Na-
tional Religion and Labor Foun-
dation.

William B. Spofford, Secretary,
Church League for Industrial
Democracy.

Morris L. Ernst, New York Lawyer
and Author,

Rev. Edmund E. Chaffee,
Temple, New York.

Devere Allen, Editor, The World
Tomorrow.

Dr. Walter E. Peck, John Marshall
Law School, Jersey City, N. J.
John W. Herring, Director, League

for Independent Political Action.

Labor

and to call another conference in a | A. J. Muste, chairman, Conference

| short time.

for Progressive Labor Action.

DESTROYED BY JAPS

This old tower has stood

for centuries in the heart of Shanghaiwam. the gate-

way city to Northern China from Manchuria, which was dostroyed by Japanese

Imperialist forces.

PREVENT WAR; YES—
BUT HOW?

Gonzale, Calif. each
for service.”

And end of
beautiful plan to take the preroga
tive of

this is the ancther

declaring war from the
militarists and capitalists and place
it in the hands of the men who will
to do the fighting. Henry C.
Korntved, a grain farmer of Gon
zales, California, has submitted the

plan for the Nobel peace prize.

have

Korntved drove an ambulance in

the “war to end wars,” and he saw

the armless, the legless, the
blinded, and he is sure there
shouldn't be another war.

To end wars, he explains, the
World Court must first vote, and
if there is disagreement the ques

tion must theu be submitted by the
dissenting nation to .'s citizens for
a vote. Should fhe citizens reject
the World Court’s decision, that na-
tion would be declared hostile, and
a world blockade would
be set up against it. And should
two contending navions reject the
Court’s decision, then the question
of war would be submitted to a
referendum of the able-bodied men
of military age in each nation, and
those voting for war yuld auto
matically enlist for service

Like a thousand other plans that
have been proposed, it's beautiful
but it won’t work. All plans have a
surprising way of turning into
scraps of paper when the imperal-
ists and big capitalists and inter-
national bankers call for war.

economic

Workers are mobilized by force
of government in the nations where
the “hostile” imperalists reside,
and thrown at each other in de-
stroying armies. The imperalists

I do this for private gain, for profits,

for markets, for property. And to
expect them to restrain themselves
by paper plans unbacked by force
is a dangerous illusion,

The only realistic antidote for
war is the power of the working
class organized to resist war and
to turn war into an occasion for
overthrowing the war-system, the
rule of a masterclass which is
founded on miiitarism and force,

They’ll Take It Over!

CHICAGO, ILL. — (Special)—
Compulsory unemployment in-
surance is bound to come, de-
clared Sam A. Lewisohn, vice
president of Miami Copper Co.
and one of the nation's busi-
ness men, in talking to tae meet-
ing of the American Manage-
ment Assoclation here on Feb.
7th,

“If the medicine is not to be
worse than the disease,” said
he, “we, the business men, must
decide how it Is to be adminis-
tered.”

Jobless workers here, thous-
ands of whom have been com-
pelled to eat out of garbage cans
as a result of business men
controlled “relief,” did not ex-
press enthusiasm at the Lewis-
ohn suggestion.

WHY THEY FIGHT
BOSSES IN W. VA

By Walter Seacrist

Jobl for more than

his wi

two years,

and five children desper

ately in need of food, John Vincent,
aged 44, left his home on Decem
ber 28, in search of work. A few

weeks later he returned, still job-
less, and found his home desertea
Il!lvl.lm’ke‘vl From a neighbor he
learned that his wife had been
buried two days before and that his
children had been divided among
other families in the camp equally
desperate

Five the Wallace
home is the magnificent State Cap-
itol with 1its huge gold-covered
dome back of the Capitol is
the field where President
few months ago told

a wonderful state West

miles below

Just
Ladley
Hoover a
about what
Virginia is.
But the coal miners of West Vir
ginia are learning. They are no
longer fooled by the lying words
of capitalist politicians. They now
know that it is only through their
organized strength, united
with other workers of the country,
that they can ever hope for relief
from their miserable conditions.

own

Revolt Brewing
In Silk Centers

PATERSON, N. J.—(Special)—
Revolt is bound to flare up again
in the silk centers of the country
during the coming year, a report
made by Joseph Brooks, Geo. H. An-
thony and Anna Fisher as a com-
mittees from the CPLA branch here
indicates,

Workers in the industry are fac-
ing starvation wages and conditions
continue to get worse.

In Stroudsburg, Pa., a demand
made by the Heck Silk Co. for a
cut in wages led to a strike, which
has just been ended by a compro-

| mise. Weavers there had been get-

ting 4 cents for 80 picks, and the
firm wanted to cut them to 3 cents
for 84 picks. The final compromise
| was for 3% cents for 84 picks,
which means that they will get
about $8 per week.

"Brother" Boss
These workers were organized
until a year ago, when they left the

union at the request of the em-|

ployers and joined a company union
with the firm appointing the com-
mittee. They are learning the les-
son that their “brother,” the man-
ufacturer, is not their brother at
all, as a Stroudsburg worker puts
it.

The wage of $8 per week is get-
ting to be the average wage for
weavers everywhere -~ when they
work. Conditions inside the mills
are equally bad, throughout the silk
industry.

In Paterson last year the stop-
page movement, initiated by the
CPLA branch, brought about wage
increases for 90 per cent of the silk
workers here. But the union did
not follow up the advantage, and

| things have slumped lately.

' BROOKLYN CALLS
- MASS LIGHT STRIKE

(Continued from Page 1)
of 2,500,000 people. It will reveal
discontent and unrest bred by ar
bitrary, wholesale discharge of
thousands of employees, fear of
further arbitrary release of labor,
intense resentment against the fail-
ure of the State to protect em-
while assuring continued
returns to stockholders of the Com-
pany, and while the Company has
been allowed to
dented

ployees

amass
and reserves
pay vast sums in dividends. Inves-
tigation will disclose protest and
unrest among employees, born of
years of degrading and humiliating
suppression of opinion, anti-union
activities of the company, inade
quate wages and cruel deception of
employees by the “responsible” of.
ficers and direclois uf the respond-
ent. Investigation will uncover the
fact that the respondent’s acts,
practices and methods in relation
to its employees are not only unjust
and unreasonable, but brutally anti.
social in while assuming
the pretensions of a liberal and gra-

unprece-

surplus and

essence

cious public servant

Brooklyn have
joined the Candle-light”
strike are buying candles from un
Ala pub

by candles

consumers who

“Dine by

employed Edison men
will be held

lic dinner

light or March 1, to iusiituie the
strike. Speakers wil! include Rev
John Haynes Holmes, Heywood
Broun, A. J. Muste, Jerome Count,
William Beedie and Francis Henson
with Rev. Eliot White as Chairman.
Tickets are being distributed by

the National Committee on Utilities
128 East

New York City

and Labor, at 16th Street,

Many

rs are

thousands of window

being distributed

pos

to con
sumers to be displayed during the
strike and the movement is assums-

ing large proportions
The distributors of pledges, pos
ters and candles report manv are

already using candles because their
electricity is turned off by Brooklyn
Edison for bills
The problem, not
getting the

non-paymeat of
they report, is
consumer to use can
dles but how they can be supplied
with the food to “Dine by

dle-light.”

Can-

Five Hundfe«i Delégates
to"Attend Ohio Meeting

(Continued from Page 1)

operation of a number of profes
sors and students in research work
into the questions affecting the job-
less of Ohio. This work is consid-
ered to be of great value in pre-
paring for the work of the state
convention, and for the aggressive
follow-up steps that must supple-
ment the convention.

A uniform constitution and by-
laws have been drawn up by the ex
ecutive board of the state league,
for the guidance of all local
branches.

Reports from unemployed league
branches show a variety of local
activities—including strikes, mar-
ches, mass meetings, and self-help
projects, Committees have present-
ed the plight of the unemployed to
township trustees, county commis-
sloners, legislators and the gover-
| nor. One branch has three coal
mines, a shoe and tailor shop and
a 670-acre farm. Others obtain and
distribute milk, food and clothing.
Shelter, fuel, light and water have
been obtained for the members of
various leagues. But the main tasks
agreed to by all, are to bring pres
sure on public officials for adequate
relief and “to organize the unem-
ployed for a permanent solution.”

MUSSOLINI A LIAR

Italian Fascism has not succeed-
ed in establishing a new econoinic
system, asserts Scott Nearing, eco-
nomist, in a story to Federated
Press. “On the contrary, the pass-
ing years of Fascist power show
more and inore clearly that Italian
economy under Fascism is follow-
ing the same line as any other cap-
italist economy at a similar stage
of development.”

An unemployed army has appear-
ed among the wage workers, says
Nearing, and Italian farmers are
suffering like farmers everywhere
from the abnormally low prices of
agricultural produects. “In terms of
production, of trade, of finance, and
of commercial fallures, the decade
of Fascism leaves Italy at approxi-
mately the same economlic level
it occupied in 1923. Since 1929 the
direction of {ts economic curve has
been steadily downward.”

Certainly this is in striking con-
| trast to the recent boastings of
| Mussolini {n the capitalist press.

|
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For a Umted Mass P

arty of

| which it is now seeing through, is |
the destruction of the working class
organizations. Fascism in Italy be
gan by destroying the trade unious

German Workers Pay

-

- v Ve we »

v

Ve e

By J. B. MATTHEWS

War Clouds on the Horizon

The General Disarmament Con-|
failed abysmally—as |

ference has

was to be expected. It has not only

failed, therefore, to relieve the

world of the burden of unprodue- |

tive expenditures for arme, hut by
its failure has contributed to an
already perilous situation an ele-

ment of suspicion that leads toward
war.

The League of Nations has not
functioned with marked success in
preventing its member states from
resorting to armed conflict But
what could be expected of a con-

ference of pirates? The world status |

quo, which it has been the special
business of the League to protect,
is one which was established i the
Great Era of Imperialist Robbery.

The Pact of Paris and other post-
war treaties have shown the im-
possibility of a legalistic solution
of the war problem. There must be
a solid substance of peace in the
world before it can be successfully
written into formal documents.
That substance does not lie within
the limits of a capitalist-nationalist-
imperialist system.

Japan Thumbs lts Nose at League

The crisis in the Far East doep
The Japanese Government is
on the way out of the League of
Natlons. That Government rejects
the that the World War
marked any important break in the
imperialist program of the Western
States (a rejection well justified by
the bahavior of these States), and
therefore refuses to be curbed by
them in its own program of imperi-
alist expansion on the mainland of
Asia

ens,

theory

The Stimson Doctrine, setting up
a kind of Monroe Doctrine covering
the world,

trine

is essentially a war doc-
The conquest of Manchuria
by Japan an accomplished fact
which is not made less real by the

is

refusal of the Government of the
United States to recognize it. There
IS no reason to believe that the
Open Door will be kept open for
American Business in Manchuria.
Either the United States Govern-
ment or that of Japan must back
down, or a test of arms will be
made

Civil War in Germany

War in BETOwSs
An average six a day killed,
with eleven on Sundays,
result of the fighting be
tween the members of the “right”
and the “left.”” Adolph Hitler has
just announced his purpose anew
to exterminate Marxism in the
Reich. The lines of class war are
more and more clearly drawn be-
tween right and left, with the mid-
dle groups vanishing,

Civil

daily

Germany

is report-
ed as a

The States bordering on the Sov-
iet Union's western frontier are re-
ported to be active in
arming. Poland and Rumania have
increased their imports of heavy
arms from France by eight-fold
during the past year. The traffick-
ers in armaments everywhere resist
any restrictions upon their “rights”
to enormous profits from the ma-
chines of blood and death.

In the United States there has
been a resurgence of the nationalist
sentiment of the ruling class re-
volving for the time around the
question of war debts and the “Buy
American” campaign. Already there
is much talk of intervention in
Cuba whenever it becomes clear
that Machado is unable to suppress
his opponents,

» The collapse of capitalism itself
pnh(n toward war. Inasmuch as the
administration at Washingon has
resorted to one economic folly after
another in its measures of “recov-
ery”—meaning always the rescue |
of falling property values—there is |

unusually

The Price of Dlsumty

['the Hitler pmpagnnda is a com-

By J. B. 5. | HARDMAN

HE present sltuallun in Germany
may be summed
few short paragraphs:
1. The fascisis or the Nationai

up in these

| Soclalists, as the fascists call them-

selves in Germany, led by Adolt
Hitler, are in actual control of the
republican government of QGer
many; and with them, all, or near-
ly all, of the reactionary elements
of the country, the monarchists, the
big industrialists, and others whose
hopes lie in a return to the past,
are cooperating,

2. The two big parties of labor,
the Socialists and Communists, re-
main disunited and the working
including the trade unions,
is powerless to undertake an ef
fective fight against fascism,

This situation did not come about
over night. A long chain of cir-
cumstances and fatal errors on the
part of those 'ho should have
known better, brought about the
present critical situation, The foun-
dations for the present reactionary
control over Germany were laid in
the period at the close of the revo-
lution, which, in Germany, was
in by the disastrous war
settlements,

class,

ushered

The labor movement was divided
the day following the successful
culmination of the first steps of the
revolution. The Social
party, which had
trolled the course of events, pre-
pared to settle back comfortably
after the monarchy had been abol-

Democratic

actually con-

ished and several important meas
ures of social legislation had been
inaugurated. But there was a radi-
cal minorit; that wanted to drive
the course of the revolution to the
logical goal! of establishing
of working
republic, arguing
the immedi gains would
eventually lost. The majority,
however, was satisfled to stay put.
The formation of the Communist
party, the split in the Social Dem-
party, and later on a split
ranks of the Independent
followed out of this first
disagreement to the course of
the revolution and the tactics to be
used,

The tragic economic breakdown
and political dislodgement of Ger
many under the conditions imposed
by the victorious Allies only tended
to ageravate the crisis in the labor
movement,

As time went on the schism be-
tween the Communist and Socialist
parties widened. Half-way parties
and groupings, aiming to mend the
broken unity of labor, failed to
achieve anything. There was, how-
ever, sufficient strength in the two
camps, the Socialist and the Com-
munist, to interfere with the de-
signs of the big industrialists, who,
in the final count, and despite the
republie, form the destinies of Ger-
many. Their intention, to place up-
the shoulder: of the working
not orly the “normal” bur-
dens of capitalist exploitation, but
also those of the payments of repa-
rations to the Allies, they shave
prosecuted relentlessly, skillfully,
and, alas! with success.

Both the Communists and So
clalists, each in their own way,
were hindrances to the carrying
out of these plans. The industrial
magnates decreed that they be dis-
rupted. This was pariicularly ne-
cessary since the growth of the
Communist party in Germany, at
one time at least, warranted fear
on the part of the capitalists that
Germany might not be immune
from a frontal attack on vested in-

the
class over

that other-

power the

4
wise

ate

be

U"Tﬂ'il'
in the
Socialists

as

on
class

terests and money privileges. To | several States bills are introduced,

further their disruptive purposes, |

fascism was brought into being.

the gravest possibility that the su- | | Sources of Hitler's Strength

preme folly of trying war as “the
way out” may be considered.

In brief, the dangers of another‘
general world war, in which the|
United States would inevitably be- |

HE bands organized by Adolt
Hitler as the National Socialist
party and guided by him towards
fascism, are the product of two
forces: (1) the despair of the lower

come Involved sooner or later, ap- | sections of the middle class and of

pear to be increasing. The rulers
of America know this. They are |
now practising “war” with the ﬂeet
in the Pacific Ocean. They propose |
to “militarize” the unemployed, tor
which purpose an additional appro-
priation of twenty million dollars |
has just been added to the War Do-
partment expenses.

Clpiullsm, |

so-called white collar men, on the |

one hand, and (2) the fear which
industrial and financial barons had
of a revolutionary overturn in Ger-
many. Hitler's “movement” is paid
| for by the owners of heavy indus-
try, interested in the manfuacture

of munitions, and big finance cap- |

i.i1 concerned with manipulations

which has not been able to find any | none of which could be of any pro-

room in the industrial system for a ‘
hundred thousand young men be-|

tween the ages of fifteen and twen-

ty-one, now proposes to save them[

for use as cannon fodder. What

fit either to the workers or to lower
middle class groups.

Hitler could not, however, mus-
ter his bands in Germany without

paying lip service to the deeply

other use has Capitalism for its hu- | rooted feeling of the average Ger-

man surplus?

| man working-man for the ideas of

Let the “surplus” speak out be- | soclalism and soclalized protection

fere it 15 too late!

of the masses of the people. Hence,

| ship” are
These millions of jobless men andg
women must be handled in some |

pound of frenzied nationalism and
of wildeyed near soclalism. Iie
rattles the sword with the view to
attracting the despairing and des
perate unembploved youth of the
country. He waves the near-red flag
in order to confuse, befuddle, and
misguide the masses who long since
have lost confidence in that “rugged
individualism” in which so many
American workers still believe,
The fascist movement has grown
by leaps and bounds. It has suc
ceeded in attracting over 40 per
cent of the voting strength of the
country. In the course of its phe-
nomenal growth, it has not
ceeded cutting away any sub
ce of the electorate which
either the Communist or
party. It has man-
absorb the various con-
servative middle class and farme.s’
but

suce-
in
stantial si!
stood by
Socialist
aged

only
to
parties groupings, these
solidated

con-

forces have made it

strong.

various sides of
to both the
Communists if
to oppose fas
The So-

Warnings from
the imminent
Socialists and the
they did not unite
cism, proved of no avail,
cial-Democracy preferred to make
common cause with the parties of
the bourgeoisie, and in the last elec-
tion supported the candidacy of
Paul von Hindenburg in what was
clearly an insane hope that the old

danger

militarist and monarchist, at heart,
would stave off the accession of
Hitler to power. The Social Demo-

cratic party voted for von Hinden-
order to prevent the real
of Hitler's

tical conquest,

burg in

ization plans for poli
and today faces von
Hindenburg as president of the re-
public and Hitler as prime min-
ister. The Communists, having it
all scheduled out that fascism was
an inevitable step in social develop-

ment, and that incidema ly Social
Democracy would be destroyed
when fascism rises to power—so
that later the proletarian revolu-
tion might destroy Hitler and fas
cism-—remained deaf and blind to
calls for unity with the Social-

Democrats
Today Hitler is in power. Nomin-

ally he holds in his control only
three places of the eleven in the
Cabinet, but the other eight are

doing his bidding, and if they dif-
fer from him it is only as to the
details of how the working class
might better and more effectively
be subjugated to capitalist control.

and outlawing the Socialist

Communist party organizations
Fascism in Germany, though only
a couple of weeks in office and not |
fully in power, is already making
its frontal attack on the political
organizations of labor radicalism
and has essayed to strike at the

very foundation of trade unionism

Already Hitler has announced his
plan for solving the pr m of un
employment by putting the unem
ployed to compulsory labor, which
is the firet step in the rection of
depriving the tracCe unions of the
very basis of their life, the control

of labor conditions

Fate of German Workers Depends

Upon United Action

ll AD the Communists and Social-

ts united time fo
a against the ncroachin
power of fascism picture
would have bheen fferent n
Germany today N¢ that fas
cism has gripped the machinery of
state, there is talk of non-aggres
lon pacts and of a temporary truce
between the Communists and So

cialists along certain and
nitely specified lines, 'ow
and free parti
tions their efforts will be

very defi

from

to be seen. Upon the 1 of
these efforts, and their effective
ness, depends the fate of the

ng class movement

the next
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is no small nor neg
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nd fascism has not yet

Lk top M8 organized
labor submits and takes
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ing to recognize how 1
more difficult and dangerous

uation has become si: Hitler ac-
eded to power. There will be an

election March 5th and
bor will then have ar
to make its pronounce
affairs
however,

German la-
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ment on the
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under most ry
ing circumstances, under a condi-
tion of practical outlawry in so far
as the more radical sections of la-
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are conceiued.
All this might have beer
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prevent-
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Workers and Di

By A. J. MUSTE
In a couple of weeks the Re
publican party, whose symbol is
the elephant, goes out of office in
Washington and the Democratic
party, whose symbol is the donkey
comes into power
Millions of workers and farmer
voted for Franklin D. Roosevelt
st November. Some did so be
cause they really- thoight F. D
promise of a “new deal” meant
something. Many just wanted t
make sure Hoover got kicked out
F. D.'s will turn out t
be only a new shuffle. The worker
will get just as much from him
as they got from that other Roos¢
velt, T. R. The jackass will n
et any farther than the el¢
hant
Ro t n
that te th
pain fr he n ‘ u
fer, esp f, as a It
‘ h | has r
tr here | a brief sp
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X kely. But W Street put
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g to ¢ e ve t
mlns af  fec he farmer
8§ menm rsk
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How then the workers and
farmers poss anything from
a politi in which the
bosses and the bankers are n

Hitler controls the armed forces ot | 4 had labor not been disunited
the republic, the police force of Most likely, the ultimate de ion
Prussia, the finances and the jobs ©7 this issue will not be reached by
of the machine of government the mere process of voting on|them
March 5. But whatever is ahead is over the worke are
First Task of Fascism Destruction  at this moment obscured by dark parties of, for ers
of Workers' Organizations and forebodding clouds. These We must build a party of, for and
“'H.\"'F\'HI( the eventful theory | clouds cast their gloomy reflection by the workers
of state and social organiza- upon the fortunes of the labor Some people say that n not
tion of fascism may be, the first movement in all other ¢ untries, |a good time to start bu such
step to which it is committed, and and among them our own. a party. We ask. when good
Our Only Hope Is in Qursel
BvaOUiS F. BUDENZ that it will break down all wage budget” is the basis for real cam
standards. Such as are left! It paigning. If the existence stan-
BAIL’X‘ER is a word heard often will be another fine face to put dards of the unemployed are
nowadays. It is running a neck- upon the “forced labor” so popular worked out in detall, no one can
and neck race with “technocracy” in some communities, under which deny their reasonableness. The

in the dailies. Cities are beginning
to consider it as a way out of their
relief dilemmas. The officials of
Newark, N. J., announce publicly
that they will see what can ve done
toward making it the basis for
municipal relief action.
Dictatorship another popular
word in America, these days.
Speaker Garner proposes that
President-elect Roosevelt be made
“financial dictator” by Congress. In

is

giving the governors such power.
Indiana leads all the rest, in actu-
ally making Governor Paul McNutt

| financial overlord of that common-

wealth.

The organized unemployed are
coming up against these two ideas.
They will have to deal with them
increasingly, as times go on. What
are they going to do about them?

The number of the jobless are
growing, as we predicted would be
the case. It was an easy prediction
to make. Every economic force at
work at present is making the de-
pression worse.

It can be understood why “bar-|

“constitutional dictator-
heing played up now.

ter” and

way. “"Barter” and “£nancial dicta-

torship” are the politicians’ refuge.
. . -

ARTER means that men and it gone? We demand its return. |

unemployed are compelled to work
for $2.00 a week in food.

The organized uneiuployed must
oppose barter schemes and sugges-
tions. They must oppose them in
favor of adequate relief in U. S. A,
dollars. Barter proposals will take
the unemployed far from the things
they must fight for, if they are to
get anywhere. Every such plan, in.
vestigated to date, has been found
to be wanting. Dayton, Ohio's “ex-
change community,” has been high-
ly advertised, for example, Investi-
gation shows that it is only cover-
ing 6 per cent of Dayton's unem.
ployed.

“Constitutional dictatorships,” as
a way to handle the unemployed,
are also to be fought from the start,
At present the proposals are mere-
ly to insure governmental economy.
Bat in time they can be stretched
to work out “economies” for the
relief of the unemployed. What is
really needed is less “economy”
and more money in the pockets of
the jobless.

The organized unemployed must

campaign up and down their States,

for a decent standard of existence
in this country. Let them raise the
question:

touted a few years ago? Where has |

| definitely.

prevalent tendency in relief circles
to establish a compulsory laber sys-
tem for food relief must be knocked
into a cocked hat.

COM)’('LSORY labor on a wide

scale is a real danger. With
more and more added to the army
of the unemployed, the temptation
will be there to force through some
such measure,

“Financial dictatorship” and the
need for “economy” can be the
means and the watchword for such
a step.

The organized unemployed must
-ntlclpno such a development. (We
do not want coolie labor in this
country.) But they cannot antici-
pate it, if they are already cooper.
ating actively in barter schemes. |
They can only do so If they are
hammering away, in growing vol-|
ume, at real public relief. i

“Well,” it will be said, “relief l-;

no permanent solution.” Of course, | coma out for a mass labor party,! ln

it 1s not. The organized Jobless |
must come to realize that, quite|
But relief is Item No. 1
in their campaign and it is the|
means. by which they should cnmn'
to realize that they must go much |

'furthar than mere relief demands.
“What about the socalled Ameri.|
‘can standard of living, so highly

The question of
Jobless?" can only be answered nut
of the relief battle.

The politiclans themselves will

“Whither tho

women will work for nothlng.{ﬂu place to begin to bring it back aid in supplying an answer, if the
eXiupt wa interchange of goods.|is in relief standards for the Job-|jobless are alert to see it. Legls-

That looks fair upon its face, But |
& moment's thought will discover|

less.”
The “lowest level of existence

|latures and Governors, confrontod!
with a “lowest existence budget”

time to start putting out the fire?

'he house is certainly on fire so

far as American farmers and work

ers are concerned. Misery stalks
everywhare through the land. The
nan who says this is not the time
t or tired or a trai
orous We must begin
w
Present Workers Parties
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Forces Are Gathering

There are many forces which
could help to build such a party
The rank and file in many unions
are ready. In some cases present

vders would have to be kicked
out since they are only Tammany
or Vare or Big Bill Thompson poli
ticiar But me union czars and
racketeers we heen kicked out
recentl A\ L more are not sleep

n too soundly these nights
1 @ are iny farmers’ organiza

D wkh A soon see, if they
1o not now, that the narties
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oppressors, the overthrow of the

ng system and the estab

WOrk B
who know that there will to
Boston tea parties in

the U. 8. and a new Declaration of
p

- .

out the ma

ie - .

- ¢ .

What Is Technocracy Anyway"

By JUSTUS EBERT
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and all
meaning
technologists. Thus
claims to be a social
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modern li
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tion, pe

SO
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C8, government
They talk of Technocracy,
the rule of
Technocracy

philosophy that deals with the
problems of production and distrib-
ution according to engineering
science. Society, if the Techno

crats should have their way, would
be organized under the rule of engi-
neers, acting in cooperation with
the trained workers in transports-

demand, will reply:
raise all the money
for?”

“How can we
that this calls

“Through the R. F. C. and income
and inheritance taxes in the higher
brackets,” come back the
formed jobless,

“But we can't get emough,” ox-
claim the politicians,

“Then give us control ef relief
and establish a democratic, non-
profit making system in industry.”

At this the politiclans throw up
| their hands, talk about the “Consti-
tution” not allowing them to injure
property rights, or shout “red.”
Then it is time for the jobless to|

and for a workers’ republic.

It the unemployed realize that|
they mast always rely on them-
selves, they will take such steps.
If they have no such reliance, they
| will become enmeshed in the clamor
for “constitutional dictators” and
|other guch dangerous clap-trap,

In the relief campaign and in
every other effort of the organized
unemployed, the c¢ry must be:
“Workers employed and unemploy-
ed, join hands and fight side by
side. Our only hope Is In our
selves!”

well-in- |

. nication and other

t machine de-

stroy B - ¢ tor
ng t abor
gold ¥ and demand, as
such hes ergs, unns of

anical energy

in their pl

it alsc

claims that its methods are
such as to enable us to foretell the
next

phase of social

ccuracy.

development

But what gets under Capitalism's
skin is Technocracy's talk about
“Technology ing the price
system.” This the machine does in
iy of ways, all equally dam-
2. Installed under the necessi-
ties created by competition, it is
continually changing costs and rev-
olutionizing prices, thus unsettling
conditions generally. It is also
causing great increases in output,
together with a great decrease in
urchasing power, caused by labor
displacement. The machine unbal-

smash

ances production and distribution,
contributes (> depressions, and
thus, helps to smash capitalism

thanks to the capitalist need for
profits and dividends. The technoe-
rats would abolish capitalist rule
before capitalism wrecks civiliza.
tion and brings on unprecedented
chaos and ruin—that is, the radical

Veblen left wing suggests that this
be done.

What interests workers in Tech-
nocracy is Howard Scott's claim
that for the first time in history
mankind has at its command the
power to actually do away with
most of the unpleasant labor of the
world. Controlled in the interests
of all society, and not for the bene-
fits of a few, the machine can free
mankind from drudgery.

But under capitalism, the ma-
chine only adds to the misery of
the workers. Present day automa-
tic machine and straight line proc-
esses employ almost no labor at all.
Consequently, new industries give
‘{ew employment  opportunities,
while almost completely destroy-
ing those in the old. Electric dis-
coveries make even mechanical
supervision and control possible.

It is this destruction of jobs that,

the vernacular, hits the worker
‘ where he lives. Technocracy dram-
atizes the machine in a way that
he can understand.

Now we agree with Technocracy
that the machine to a great extent
| determines our lives. The energy
‘n creates and capitalism wastes
| stupendously, should be surveyed
and used for all s clety and not for
only a greedy few. But both the
Rautonstranch and Scott technoc-
rats ehy away from the Veblen sug-
gestion as to how such control can
be ustablished.




Se—

-

Page 4

LABOR ACTION

s.@hﬁwgy_zi._nga

—

CAPITALISM?

THIS IS HOW IT WORKS
By H. A. H.

LABOR ACTION

A Weekly Newspaper

Serving the Interests of Workers and Dirt Farmers |
Published by the | e

CONFERENCE FOR PROGRESSIVE LABOR ACTION | (CAPITALISM, whose political ex-
128 East 16th Street, New York, N. Y. pression in America is the

e | Democratic-Republican party, is in |

| the throes of death. As it ap-
proaches its dooiu, the pretty mesk
of democracy, freedom, civil rights,
| ete., 18 stripped from its face and
it stands exposed as a horrible mon-

Subscription Rates:
In the United States $1.00 per year in advance,
Canada and foreign, $1.50 per year.

Editorial Board Pro Tem:
LOUIS F. BUDENZ HERMAN GUND E. R. McKINNEY
E“(A.LIEJI'X)];:{I}:: ‘:I.Aliuqu l’k‘“}‘{’(’)“s: A. J. MUSTE ster trampling into the mud every

et bt d IUMER TIERL, SVOrY Dusesd So0INAT.
Under Direction of the National Executive Committee of CPLA | The few rich men, the powerful
| bankers and industrialists, whom
w SC'deIY. FObe!fY 25, 1933 this monster scrves, are trans-
=S {formed into beasts who hire gun-
| men to shoot down starving work-
GERMANY, HITLER AND US ers, who call out the militia, (for |
SOME workers think that what happens ir Germany does not  they are the government) to an-
mean mtch to the workers and farmers of the United States. | swer with tear gas and machine
That is a serious mistake. If the profiteers establish a dictatorship, | gun bullets, the demands of work-
crush the workers, wipe out the labor and farmer movement in one | ers and farmers striking for the
country, that is bound to have its effect in others. What Mussolini | rights which they have been taught
did in Italy gave bright ideas to Hitler in Germany. What Hitler | to believe the constitution guaran-
is doing in Germany will instruct and encourage would-be capitalist | teed to them. Women, children, ba-
dictators in the United States. bies are sacrificed to the indecent
greed of this monster in the name
of law and order.

The following stories are taken
from the daily press. They are not
exaggerations. They are not invent-
ed by “discontented radicals” who
wish to overthrow the government.
They are the true picture of capi-
Two lessons must be learned now from the triumph of Hitlerism | talism. They are the true picture

Second Zero Issue

Hitlerism and Fascism which ave just truiumphed in Germany
mean bringing down the standard of the workers to a near starva-
tion level instead of using modern machinery to bring abundance
for everybody. Already the workers of the United States have
been forced down to pretty nearly such a level. $15 a week has
come to be a pretty good wage for factory work. Thousands are
working for $10 and even $5 a week.

in Gerrnany. First, we have to face the fact that the capitalists  of this “land of the free, and the

everywhere are determined, if they get a chance, to save themselves | home of the brave.”
by establihing a dictatorship and crushing the workers. The only T, R
thing for the workers and farmers to do, therefore, is to organize | |n The Land of Plenty
and build up their own power in order that they may take control
of government and industry away from the capitalists. Second, we
have to try our utmost to unite all the workers and farmers, since
in one country after another it has been proved that a divided labor
movement cannot resist the dictatorship of thet profiteers. Organ-
ide! Stand together!

ETWEEN and 75,000
workers are destitute in Texas,
reports Maury Maverick, tax col-
lector of Bexer County, who has
completed a survey of the state for
the governor.
These helpless

25 per cent

50,000

vVvwvweyw
people, at least
of whom are women,

TOM MOONEY AND LABOR UNITY : X
. g . .. . |egirls and boys, are living under

OM MOONEY after fifteen years still languishes in jail in| pridges, in camps, “jungles,” and

California. He was framed by traction interests in San Fran- any other place in which they
cisco because he dared to work militantly to organize the street-car might shelter, according to the re-
workers. port.

Tom Mooney does not have to stay in jail if the workers and | “They are miserable, filthy, hun-
farmers of the United States will insist that the doors be opened.|gry, wet, starving, cold and living|
It is our own fault that the capitalists dare to insult us by keeping in the absolute lowest depths that
such a fighter behind the bars. a human being can exist”

Now the Tom Mooney Molders Defense Committee is calling P
for a united effort for his pardnn: One_ aim is thg holding of a| Education in Richest Nation
great Mooney Pardon Conference in Chicago, April 30 to May 2.|; “world

We call upon all labor and farmer organizations to join in this
effort. We will work for its success. If all elements can unite to J{'PUCATION has been made to
free Mooney, it may be found possible to unite for other things suffer worse setbacks in the
as well. And let it not be a fake unity where one party or group | United States than in the schools
tries to put something over on the others but let there be unity of 40 other nations, during the
in action for a specific object. A few victories of a united American | world-wide economic depression,
working-class will do more to put fear into grafting politicians, | reports Dr. James F. Abel, chief
profiteering bosses and the big bankers who refuse adequate relief of the foreign school division of
than anything else could. Free Mooney! Let the toiling masses of | the United States Office of Educa-
America unite! tion.

vvwvww Over the past five years, anewers
to a questionaire disclose, school

REVOLT OF THE FARMERS expenditures by 15 Latin-American

TEARLY one-half of the farms in the United States are mort- countries, 14 European, 3 Asiatic,
gaged. Foreclosures on these farms and on farm chattels are |3 African countries, 9 Canadian
being stopped now by direct action. A farmer’s chattels are up for provinces, New Zealand and the 6
sale. His neighbors gather. Little groups surround any suspicious- | states of Australia, were reduced
looking stranger who seems likely to try to bid. A rope with a loss ‘$han were school budgets In
noose may he hanging ominously on the outside of the barn. A cow this richest of all capitalists coun-
is up for sale. Someone bids $5 for a starter. A husky farmer tries. AR
standing next to him whispers hoarsely: “You mean 50c.” The
bidder calls out: “I mean 50c.” Some neighbor of the farmer In Alabama 200,000 children are
then bids 53¢, and the cow is sold at that price. The next morning being deprived of schooling, reports
it is back in its owner's hands. lanllrd P.r .::hti :“bl‘f‘;'e‘étlf)n:
secre y L 0 nicipa
Unions, Leagues, Committees, Councils, Holiday Associations, Le:;u:} . e bR
to carry out such activities are being formed everywhere. R o I RSN Y

All this, as a writer in the conservative New York Times sug-|is not enough money in Alabama
gests, has “proved to the farmers the effectiveness of taking things | to keep schools open,” asserts Mr.
into their own hands!” That is the only way workers and farmers | Jones. “The government areas are
ever get anything. | out ot focus. Some have too much |

One big thing the farmers must learn—namely, who and kit | M oS not “'“O“E‘L !
is the real enemy and who are his friends. Many of them talk about | |
the East as being the enemy of the West. When all the farmers | Law and Order
learn what some already know, that a profiteering banker in I'owa‘
or Mississippi is the same as a profiteering banker in New }nrk.
that capitalists and the profiteering system are the enemy, North,
South, Fast and West, and that workers and farmers North, Sou.th,
East and West are comrades and must work together to seize
power, then a new day will come to these United States.

Build the farmers’ unions! Build the workers’ unions! Organ-

ize a united labor party!

|
ENRY TELLES, of Oakland,|

California, an itinerant fruit |
picker, had seven children, no job, |
and no money. The children were
crying from hunger as he w:ﬂked}
| the streets looking in vain for|
work. He saw a sack of potatoes. |
| He lifted the sack to his back and |
started for home, a shack on the:

CONFERENCE TO FORM NEW Oakland water front, when Police- |
man J. J. Murphy stopped him. In

| UN|OWN°€"E<N'1:REXD|§%'£;S 10 spite of his pleas, Telles was held
UNIONS

GILLESPIE, ILL. - The Gilles- S ‘
ple “Internationale,” a fighting con- ' Millions for the Bosses |

Support Labor Action

Let Us Make the Next lssue

L(‘Y‘M”ﬂ for food.
Volume |, No. I. .

| property for the immense majority

A SHORT HISTORY IOF THE PROFIT SYSTEM
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From “Common Sense”

afraid Communists do not have the
proper respect for the goverument.

Garbage For the Workers

D EN, women and children, in a
bitter wind, poking about
among stinking refuse tipped on a
garbage dump; putting into little
gunny sacks scraps of bread, de-
cayed fruit and vegetables, and bit-
ing pieces out of it as they did so.
“This was the sight that met my
eyes one cold day last spring at a
spot ncar Lake Calmet, where the
reiuse of Chicago was being
dumped into the marsh,” reports
William H. Seed of the Chicago
Workers' Committee on Unemploy-
ment.

Business By Poisoning |

100,000,000 Guinea Pigs," by
Arthur Kallet and F. J. Schlinck.
Vanguard Press, N. Y. $2.

That the government cloges its
eyes while powerful financial inter-
ests distribute poisonous foods, cos-
metics and medicines to the Ameri-
can public under a barrage of high-
pressure advertising which assures
the purchaser that he is buying
“the best,” is conclusively shown
in a startling book, “100,000,000
Guinea Pigs,” written by Arthur
Kallet and F. J. Schlinck, of Con-

{ sumers Research.

The beautiful wrappers, the

| swanky tubes and packages, adul-

Private Property for Whom?

“%70U are horrified at our intend-

ing to do away with private
property,” said Karl Marx to the
rising capitalists more than three
quarters of a century ago. “But In
your existing society privata prop-
erty is already done away with for
ninetenths of the population; its
existence for the few is solely due
to its non-existence in the hands
of those nine-tenths. You reproach

| us, therefore, with intending to do
| away with a form of property, the

necessary condition for whose ex-
istence is the non-existence of any
|
of society. |

“In other words, you reproach us

| with intending to do away with

your property. Precisely so: that is
just what we intend.”

terated and “treated” foods pro-
claimed loudly by billboards and
magarzine and newspaper advertise
ments as pure and good, in fact,
the very best, are responsible for

| shortening from three to ten years

the lives of the American people,
the authors conclude.

Food laws have had their fangs
pulled, through pressure on govern-
ment, and there is uo check to con-
trol the manufacturers who in their
capitalistic ardor to make profits
pour tons of poison dewn the
throats of a defenseless pecple. The
aunthors point out that under the
present system of profit seeking
genuine reforms will be difficult.

Who would have thought, for in-
stance, that the loudly cried Peb-
eco toothpaste is poisonous? A
tube, says the book, contains en-

| ongh poison it eaten to kill thru‘

And Bromo-Seltzer for that
headache—more poison. Kellogg's
All-Bran, while seemingly not harm-
ful to some people, causes serious
intestinal trouble for others. And
the big juicy apple has arsenic on
its skin, while the fat red hamburg-
er steak may be treated to disguise
putrifaction.

In the 303 pages of the book the
authors make out a damning in-
dictment of the system that not
only tolerates but makes conditions
convenient for quacks and racket-
eers in foods, cosmetics and medi-
cines.

men

STRIKERS NEED RELIEF

The New York Branch of the
CPLA has for a long time done its
best to help the valiant coal dig-
gers of West Virginia and Illinois
Affairs have been arranged, collec-
tions have been made among the
membership, tag day collections in
the subways have been tried over
and over again. And it has brought
results. It has helped the miners
carry on their bitter fight; a fight
in which all
against them. But we cannot stop.
The need is greater than ever. And
CPLAers cannot do the job alone

The Relief Committee of the N. Y.
Branch calls on all workers and
gympathizers in the metropolitan
area to give all they can in money
or clothing; to take up collections
in tWeir unions and clubs; and to
volunteer to help .in the subway
collections that must go on. Bring
or send all funds or clothing to
CPLA Headquarters, 128 East 16th
Street, New York City.

A BILLION HORSE-POWER
and Six Facts For Labor Action

FACT No. |

The one billion installed horse-power in the

United States places within reach

| for larceny. His children are still| i,y population the shortest work-day and the
| highest standard of living the world bhas ever

dreamed of.

FACT No. 2

of the 120 mil-

Subscribe to

pensible weapon with a true aim, and with a
labor action character that hits the bulls-eye on
the American scene.

FACT No- 6

LLABOR ACTION. Yes. But

don’t let it rest at that. Get subscriptions. Get

|

This is the second zero num-
ber of Labor Action. We
are not yet able to appear
every week because we have
not recevied the support we
need in the form of subs and
donations. We know the work-
ers and farmers want Labor

ference of 300 delegates meeting
| here to launch a Progressive Fed-
| eration of Labor, went on record to
| continue work as an agitational
| agency exerting its influence in
| moulding ‘existing labor organiza-
;tlnns toward progressive policies.

Pointing to the rising tide of
| rank and file discontent in the
| American Federation of Labor, the

ONTINUING “Andy” Mellon's |
liberal policy to the wealthy,

I the United States government
tarned back to individual and cor-
pcration taxpayers the sum of $80, |

| 683,604 in cash during the fiseal |
| year ending June 30, 1932, -ccord-;
ing to a recent Treasury announce
ent. |

| i
| Yet “Uncle Sam"” continues to

When the billion horse-power is freed from
the restrictions of the private-profit-system and
put freely to work there will be a tremendous
upsurge of life in song, dance, love, literature,
art and happiness.

FACT No. 3

The only thing lacking to open the gate to this

wonder-land is simply the power and the desire

| and the will on the part of the workers to dis-

more subscriptions. Order bundles.
workers. Your friends, your comrades.

And LABOR ACTION will help you and the
thousands who are working with renewed ardor
to liberate the masses from the boss controlled
billion horse-power, and put it into the hands of
the masses, by reaching an ever-increasing army
of workers, and rallying and inspiring them to
action,

Act now!

The Devil You Say

L By TESS HUFF

The True Story of What Happened
at the Smith Home

Abe Smith was born of Repub-
lican parents in Illinois. He fin-
ished the eighth grade and ram
away from the village on a wild
goose chase. He wired his dad from
Dallas, Texas, to send him money
for train-fare home. He got married
at 21 and had four Republican chil-
dren and one who wasn't anything,
being a girl. He worked at various
trades, Finally he settled down to
hanging laths and he got to be a
swift man. At one time he had $700
in the bank

The Smith family moved from
house to house and from town to
town. They moved to the country
and back twice. Altogether they
moved thirty-two times.

First-hand Experience

They
with
men,

kad first-hand experience
lawyers, doctors, real-estate
and creditors. One
time Mrs. Smith consulted a lawyer
about bringing a suit for divorce
but the lawyer was so anxious for
her to get rid of her man that she
decided to keep him. They bought
a secondhand car which looked
like new but let the insurance peo-
ple repossess it. Three tonsils and
two appendices

salesmen

belonging to the
family were removed and a grocer
sued them on an old bill which
they had refused to pay because it
was too much

Theéy went through four depres-
sions and two wars, read wild west
true stories, and the poli
tical speeches of the country’s lead-
ers, providing they were not Dem
ocrats,

They voted for Harding, Coolidge,
Hoover. They voted the straight
Republican ticket. Then the depres-
sion struck them.

stories,

Depression Hits Smith Home
Abe Smith is jobless, his daugh
ter's husband is jobless (they now
live with the Smiths), two of the
sons are jobless and the other two
have part-time work in a coal mine
The other day they found a four
room house to let very cheap. The
landlord was threatening them, so
they moved. Their next-door neigh-
bors are a family of Democrats
they had known 20 years ago. All
about in the community are Repub-

| llcane and Democrats. It really .s

a4 good community and a nice place

| to live and all of them eat the same

Red Cross flour, but the houses are
hard to keep warm in the Winter
time.

Some of the men get two days’
work a week on a road around a
hill toward Judge Hall's home and
they get paid $1.60 a day in gro
ceries from the relief agency. The
girls are beginning to be slouchy

| and rough like the boys and they

the odds have been

look pale. Most of them wear stock-
ings that have long runs.

Still it was right here in Abe
Smith’s home the other night that
one of the funniest things happened

| any one ever heard of.

Get it to |

Action, Dozens of them have
sentiment of the conference was,|

written to say so. But to ap- | agitate for a tax on the workers ju
pear regularly, we must have however, that the time s unripe| .aar 1o “balance the budget.” ;

possess the bosses, open the gate and go through.

FACT Mz 4 R SR S o e o e e

subs, bundle orders and dona- for pulling the militants out of the |
tions. We want our next issue,
which will come in two weeks,
to be Vol. I. No. 1, and we
want to appear regularly
thereafter. Will you help?
How much? Send funds and
subs to 128 East 16th Street,
New York City.

conservative unions,

'nd bosses, stand for ‘ndependent
working class political action and
act on a program based on the class
mously decided.

ected and the date of the next con-

ference wet for April 2, 1933.

| government is so generous are:
Workers must fight 12bor fakers  The United Fruit Co. to which was

struggle, the 300 delegates unan! | ridge Co. $1,222,096. Mr. Mellon's

Officers of the movement were el- | of $91,496,

i Some of those to whom “our

| returned $2,960,207; the Botany
Worsted Mills, given back $1.
466,027; the United States Cart

Aluminum Co. got a cash refund

The beneficiaries of these compa-
nies are the great patriots who are

Your contrbiution toward building the organ-
ized force that will free the machine and open
wide the gates to a new world and a new life,
are not lone contributions. Men and women in
every state and city and town are helping you.

FACT No. 5
To aid you and these mounting thousands in

reaching, waking and winning the masses who
still hang back, and whose help must be won,

you will find that LABOR ACTION is an indis-

| LABOR ACTION,
128 East 16th St
New York City.

|
|
I will do it. Put me down as a subscriber to |
LABOR ACTION. I enclose one dollar. LABOR I
ACTION looks good to me. |
|

|

|

Address .
Labor Action §1 a year. 3 mos. trial sub. 25¢ |

—— ——— — —— — ——— —— — o—

|
|
|
I
|
|
|
|
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B. B. Sampson, the neighbor who
had reared a family of Democrats,
was in the Smith home, and Leona
Davis, the married daughter who
had never been anything, was
there. She was telling them about
a letter she had just received from
Hilda Ray who was working in a
textile mill in North Carolina.

She was telling them-—

"We Are All Damned Fools!"
“Hilda says she gets $4 a week
and her two children are starving,
and she says she road in the papers
that 76 men in the United States
got incomes last year of over a mil-
lion dollars each and four of them
got more than nine mililons each.
She says—shut up!—I'll read fit.
‘All 1 know,’ she says, ‘is our poor
parents and workers are fools to
go on all these years voting for
Republican and Democrat candi-
dates put out in the county by the
wealthy, in the state by the weal-
thy, in the nation by the wealthy—

| damred fools!"”

“That’'s nice language for a wo-
man,” says Abe Smith, now an old
man. “I can show you that the
Democcrats by their low tariff poli-
cies have—"

“Hold on Abe,” says Mr. Samp-
son, “What about the Republican
policies—"

And the two old men got into an
argument that lasted an hour and
who ever heard of anything fun-
nier? After being hounded through
lite by poverty the old fellows are
still arguing for capitalism.

OF COURSE

“I think that LABOR ACTION
ja the best labor paper in the whole
U. 8. This comes from a “wild and
wooly sheep herder” in Dilion, Mon-
tana.

A




