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Workers! This Is Not Our Wars
It Is a War for Boss Profits!

Join Hands in Independent
Labor Action Against the War!

Conscrier War dlndu‘si'ries
Under Workers’ Control}

SEPTEMBER 22, 1941

ORGAN OF THE WORKERS PARTY OF THE UNITED. STATES

THREE CENTS

Washington Marcﬁ Blasts Jim-Crow Brutality

Paraders March on Center
Of City in Demonstration
Against Capitol Lynch-Law

Y

Will Protest
Treatment of
MNegro Soldiers

CHICAGO—Aroused by the ftreat-
ment accorded Negro troops in the
South, fifty Negro and white work-
ers met on Chicago’s South Side last
week and organized themselves as
the Committee to Fight for Negro
Freedom, to organize a protest meet-
ing against the treatment of Negro
soldiers in the U.S. Army.

The committee will hold a protest’
rally on Sunday, September 1, at 4
p.n. at Forum Hall, which will hear
Willard S. Townsend, president of
the 'United Transport Service Em-
ployees of America (Red -Caps),
Ulysses S. Keys, South Side attor-
ney; Henry Pelham; Enoch P. Wat:
ers, city editor of the Chicago De-
fender; Fred Foster, secretary of the
Washington Park Open Forum; Fran-
ces Gober, program  director; James
Weldon Johnson of the Youth Coun-
cil, NAACP, and William Avery, sec-
retary of the Waller Defense Fund.

The wmovement for this protest
meeting -originated in the Washing-

ton Park Open Forum, which spon-

sored the original gathering.

By PAUL NORTON

WASHINGTON, D. C.~—More - than
1,500 Negro .and white working peo-
pe struck a hard ‘blow - against Jim
Crow in a mighty four - pronged
march through the heart of Washing-
ton last Sunday, September 14, in
protest against the anti-Negro polloe
brutality of Roosévelt’s own . war-
humming capital. Chanting “Qld’ Jim
Crow Must Ge,” “Down  With. Police
Murders™ "and many 'other militant
slogans, white and black marchers
alike ‘informed Washington that this
was “only the beginning s

The ‘march  was organized -under:
the auspices of the Citizens Commit-
tee Against. Police Brutahty. 117
Floridta Avenue, N.W.J, which con-

sists of representatwes of Negro or- -

ganizations, political pames and prl-
vate mchvldual‘s
True:to their’ traditiens. the Stalin-

ists, who' form an influential. element .

in the conimittee through their con-
trol of - 1mportan_t “front” names. at-
tempted to sterilize the militant seh-

timents-of the participants: and force
the. movement into-safe and sane pro-

war, ‘pro-Roosevelt  channels. Char-
acteristically,. t0o,: the ‘really- militant
note of.the demonstration was set by
the . Workers Party contingent, .of
Wachmgton, whith, over the- viclent
and aimdst; fgreeml protests of the
Stahmsts. swept by carrying five pla-
cards _reading: ' “The Fight ‘Against
Jim Crow Is"._-lgh_e Fight for Socialism,”
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(Continued on page 2).. .

Nothing to Lose But Your Chains!
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A Specter Is H“unﬁng
The Specter of

German imperialism, with' cutthroat ‘Hitler af :its head is
[acmg the beginning of opposition in Europe This hds Beén
evident for some weeks now in France.  The most dramatie
situation, however, developed in Norway last week when the‘
trade unions took the first: really bold step m planmng for a
general strike.

After months of persecution. suppression, terror, dwa,statien
and . hunger, the workers in fascisi-dominated Europe begin
just a litile, to raise their bowed heads, to take a small; step
toward breaking the fascist imperialist chains that ‘bind . them.

It is significant that the movement against the Hitler gangs:
in Norway began in the trade unions.. We cannot tell 31151; what
politiéal currents were active in these unions and among these
workers. The point we wish to emphasize is that the movetnent
had its BASE' in the mass organizations of the workers—and
thig is as it should be! This is the real force thﬂ.t. ca.n destrey
Hitler and Hitlerism; there is no other.

It is the workers of Europe that are expected to be the ﬁrst
to. show resentment at fascist rule in any way other than th_reugh
purely literary means. The liberals, the intellectuals and the.
professional “democrats” of all stripeés. will damn Hitler-in fine

prose from afar; but it is the working class, caught in Hitler's .

trap, which will really do' the fighting and ‘the siffering to: de-
stroy Hitler and his associated imperialist bandits. ' - :

FEAR THE ORGANIZED WORKERS

The German imperialists struck dn.eetly at the Nerwegmn
trades unions. ‘The fascists and their brother capitalists in:other
lands dlways proceded in this manner. IT IS THE ORGANIZED

. WORKERS THEY FEAR. They fear most those who have noth-
ing to lose but their chains. They fear most the great organized

working class that has most {o gain through the overthrow .of
fascism and imperialism. The workers do not-yet think in these
terms, -but all the -imperialists everywhere know that’ great
tidal waves of working class revolt eften begin in a very small
way. - - A 8 i

orkers World

Therefore they strike at. the workers organimtlens and mur-

_ der!the leaders, as:they did last week in Norway. They shot

Viggo ‘Hansteen, legal adviser to the Norwegian trade unions,
and another leader of:the workers named. Rolf Vickstroem.
They sentenced Ludvig Byland, vice-president.of the Norwegian
trade unions, to death. but:commuted his sentenée to hard labor
for life when they faced an explosion: from the Scandinavian
workers as far as Finland. ‘' We suppose the plans of the Gestapo
are to-murder Byland some dark mght by shootmg him_in' the
back.

The Swedlsh Trade . Union Congress expressed sohdanty

with the Norwegian workers and stated ,their- regret “that all °

the ways:are closed for a free communication with the ‘German
workers, and' we refuse to believe.that. the. prevaihng violence
which deprives others of their rightful interests can find support
with the German worker.”

CAUGHT BETWEEN THE TWO IMPERIALIBI\IB

At present the. oppositwn to the fascist 1mper1ahsts by  the
workers  of Europ_e is only -a slight. gesture toward freedom

“from: the ‘Nazi yoke: the beginning of a struggle for national

indepéndence, :democratic ' rights, civil liberties and parliamen-
tary government -as they:have knhown- it before. It is probably

corréct to say that this is all that is in the minds of thé masses

of the workers today. They will struggle-fo get back that which
Anglo-American workers are fighting to hold on to.

The ¢ontinental European workers are ready to ally them.-.

selves with - Anglo-American- !'democracy” for the defeat of
-Hitler, 1t is-very pmbable that their renewed courage is ‘con-
nected with Httlers involvemeént in- Russia and the consequent
necessity of wlthdrawmg troops from. western Europe for use
in Finland and on' the eastern front. The Anglo-American im-
perialists will, UP. TO A POINT, foster and encourage revolts
among workers under Hitler's domination. They will do so for

* purely military reasens Theit aim.is to harass Hitler and force

Him 6 ﬁght on- every fmnt slmu]taneeusly Thls wﬂl speed the

1

victory of Anglo-American. imperialism - over German imperial-
ism. . e VT AR

This means in effect.that the European workers .are caught
between. Anglo-American imperialism on 'one side and' German
imperialism. on:the ‘other. The: same is. irue, of course, .of the
workers in England and the United States. LABOR ACTION

has discussed this aspect of the imperialist war ma.ny times in .

previous issues. This is the central_prnblem before the workets
of the world: which road shall the international working- class
take? It is safe to say that the workers of Europe are not un-
aware that the presenit war is-an imperialist war and that:the

motives of Churchill and Roosevelt are not so pure as they pre- -

tend. Thousands.of workers in Europe, along with thousands in
England ‘and the United States, know that more is.involved in
the struggle against H.ltler than has beéen expressed in Anglo-
American “war aims.”

THE COMMAND MUST BE "FORW&RD"’

Right now, however, it is Lhe opinion of the Eumpean werk—_

ers and: also of labor in the United States and-Great Britain that

the military deféat of Hitler is first on theé order of the day for -
. internatioral labor. ‘At present-this is the opinion not only of
‘the ranks in the trade umions but of the most advanced of the
militants. This idea-is what primarily animdtes the Norwegian
= t1 ade unions in then— opposition to. Hitler.- :

" Thig is understandabie and should ‘oceasion no. surprlse It
is partlcu]aﬂy understandable in connectjo_n ‘with the continental
European “workers who have suffered for many meonths under
the cruelest and most vicious of capitalist regimes in-the entire.

. period of capitalist exploitation. The concentration camp; the

jail, the knout, forced labor, the'confiscation of one’ personal

possessions and starvation, may break the spirit, distort the vi-

sion and mentally befuddle even the stoutest of militani workers.

This means that. at present it is not fo be expected.that the

European workers ‘will be able to view the ijeet.xve scene zmd
(Conthmed on page 3)
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ROOSEVELT ORDERS NAVY INTO ACTION!

Acting Without the People’s
Consent, FDR Wades Deeper
Into Battle of the Atlantic

Secretary of the Navy Knox this week revealed that as of Sep-
tember 16 the American Navy was ordered into action in the

Atlanhc shooﬂng war.

At the same time, Acting Attorney General Biddle *

‘eased”’

the neutrnhl-y law to allow for unrestricted shipping to vital war
zones. In the new interpretation of the law, the United Kingdom
and British.Empire’ are redefined to include only England, Scot-
Iand ‘Wales, northern Ireland and five overseas possessions. Al
other British pomts and possessions, including Hong Kong and
Suez; are excluded from the provisions of the act. American mer-
chant vessels may. thus sail, under their own flag, to virtually all

sectlons of the British Empire at war.

Nazlsle ..
Martial Law

On Norway

By SUSAN GREEN '

‘On Septembel 10, at 5 a.m.” Stock-
holm . timeé;; miartial’ law went -into
effect - in ‘Oslo, Norway, and “in ad-
Jomjng districts.” The Nazi commis-
sioner for ‘Norway had declared 'a
state of “cwman _emergency.”:

'I‘hus. some - 500,000 Norweglans
were made - virtual ‘prisoners -of the
Naz;s Curfew was decreed for 7 p.m.
Méetings on. -streets' -or: in - public
plaees are banned People are’ ‘being
compeiled to give up their radios.”

' The Nazi: decree of September 22,
1940 forbidduig Norwegxans to ' pos-
sess ' arms, has been invoked,: : Large
quanimes of arms” are said to be
_still in"the Hands_ of’ the "population
and the. authorities ‘are warning that

- death or loAg terins of hard’ labor

will ‘be meted out to offendérs.

“Reports from. Stockholm state ‘that
the streets of Oslo are being patrolled
by ‘the police in full field equipment,
with'steel helmets and tommy guns,
that all the. approaches. to ‘the ‘city
are guarded: by heavw: concentrations
of :German; troops,” and _that: no one
can’ ‘enter withHout special permit.

$1nce the:declaration of. a “eivilian
emergency” .on: the. 10th, ‘27 Norwe-
gians have been court-martialed ‘re-
sulting in five death sentences and
long.ferms at hard labor. About 2,000
arrests have been made. It is esti-
mated that 300 leading trade union-
ists, have. been put behind: bars, and
replaced in. the umions by trusted
Quislingists., Not only labor leaders
but’everyone who is suspected of not
approving of Qmshng and 'who might
beconte a center of resistance is belng
purged F

:Among the civzc orgamzatlons or-
dered dissolyed are:the Boy Scéut
and . Girl. Guide organizations,  the
Salvation Army and the Norweglan
People's Help.: =

Trade utiion - oﬁﬁc.ials desmng to .

leavé their posts have been forbiddeén
to. do 5o.. Workers cannot leave their
jobs and miust 'pay their membership
dués 16 the trdde unions .after these
are taken over by. thé' Quislingists.
The ‘workets . have beén informed, it
is ' reported,” that they -will have to
work “overtime for  every hour lost
duting -air. raids-—and there will not
be any wage increase.

The Norwegian events -have had
repércui,-mns among the’ workers in
all thé horthern- gountries. The Swe-
dish Trade -Union. Congress, in ses-

sion+in Stockholm on September :11,

‘paid ‘dribute. to the two ‘Norwegian
trade union leaders shot ‘on- Septem-
beér 10, and passed.a’ resolution :of
-solidarity with . bath the Norwegian
and German .workers,. contaumng the
foliowing srgmﬂeant paragraph v

[Continued ‘on. page 2)

-in the ‘World' Imperialist War.

We aren’t deeply concerned
with the juggling of laws which
have meant little anyway. Up
to now devices of all sorts have
been used to get around the

neutrality -act, such as reregis-

tration of American ships. The
new interpretation will merely
facilitate what has been done
all along.

Roosevelt has entered the
war in the interests of banker
and boss. Cumbersome laws
will be ignored, repealed or re-
interpreted, depending on which
can be done without rousing the
indignation of the people.

What we therefore want to
ask is: Who authorized the
Roosevelt-Knox decision on the
Navy? Who authorized the
ENTIRE POLICY OF WAR EN-
TRY — “’non - shooting” and
shuohng’ Certainly not the
people, who continue to be

‘against the imperialist war!

Roosévelt has acted without
the consent of the people—nor!
even the consent of Congress.
He made a military alliance
with a belligerent. He sent
troops to Iceland. He ordered
an Atlantic patrol. HE HAS
NOW ORDERED SHOOTING.
Unable to risk a formal decla-
ration of war because of mass
opposition, he has nevertheless
proceeded to effect his war pro-
gram without a formal declara-
tion. That will come in time.
In the meantime, the shooting
war is on!

Roosevelt's actions were un-

_authorized by the people. Every =
step he has taken toward war

has been unauthorized. We
therefore repeat our demand,

- and in. repeating it ogain call

upon the. organized arm of la-

bor, the trade unions, to take

up the cry:
LET ' THE .PEOPLE VOTE-

AGAINST THE IMPERIALIST

WAR! e
SUBMIT THE ISSUE TO A
POPULAR REFERENDUM!

; B
Turn fo page 2—The World at War
——for an analysis of the. latest maves

that founded and - developed these insumtlons. - |

We stap to discuss this -fascist not merely-because he is ant1~
Sermt.ic That is generally known. "All the fascist leaders. are ‘antjs
‘Semitie: They use this anti: eemlt:sm as 4 cover for their anti+ labof
schemes and Planis. That is what Hitler did; and that is what Lings -
bergh. is déing. 'This is the fact that: workers should pay attention
to.: Many workers are anti-Jewish for feasons they ‘would-find it
difficult to explain if called upon. Lindbergh wants to inflame Gen-
tile workers against Jewish workers for &imilar reasons that the
bosses inflame white workers against Negto workers. Lindbergh
doesn’t mention Negroes today. because.he ‘doesn’t believe that they
present any obstacle or difficulty. But he a.grees with Hitler on the
status that Negroes should have.

-Also, workers. should not be taken in ‘by I..Lndbergh‘s antj-war
talk. He represents the most reactionary; the mest hide-bound, the
worst section of the capitalist class. . Of all the eapitalists, thé groyp

Hltler dccorated Lmdbergh made . a speech 1ast week m Des
Mames. Towa,. before an “America First” nieeting. In t.hls speech
the tasmst Lmdbergh tnade an open ‘and direct attaek on the Jews:
Heretofore the “Colonel” has been a little obseu)‘e and cautiqus in
his anti-Sémitic utterances. But not making. much headway up to
nbw in keeping America out of war (even with: the: ‘help of “social-.

ist" Noyman Thémas), Lindbergh's finantial. bar_kers evidently in-
structed him to 1t go with both barrels. He said, that “instead of
agitating for war, the Jewish groups in. this country should be. op-
posing it in- every possible way, for they will be among the first

to feel iis consequences.”. .

We suppos¢ that Lindbergh meant by tlus, as he hss otten said
that Germany will win the war and that after & Hitler victory the
Jews, of course, would be marched off to a coneer;trat,ian cAMp.
That's the very argument that the Jewish war-mongers are ugmg
to induce Jewish workers to support the imperiglist way. Of is

Lmdbergh prominmg t‘he Jens that fate after he. becomes a fagcist
big ghet in the: United States? Or is Lmdbergh advismg the Jews
to :oppose the ‘war-'and thus place themselves. in_a. position to. re-
. ceive favois from. h.lm after 'he 'takes'over"?, Evidently this fascist
; “Golonel” has p‘*ans for the day when bla “party" marches 'on Wash-
ingtony after Hitler hak cleaned up in Europe. 2

THE PUEPOSE OF !:!IS AN‘II SEMITISM

‘Their greatest danger to this country,” said Lindbergh o$ the
Jews, “lies in thelr large ¢wnership and influence in onr motion
pictures, our presa, our radio and our government.” That is, ac-
cording to the fascist “Colonel,” the Jews are a danger to the U.S.
because they have influenice in fhe seats of propaganda and the
government. - Like Hitler, Lindbergh is tertein and puts in his pro-
gram that the Jews are a danger. He wwts the press, the radio,
motion pletnres ‘and the government turned back to the “Nordics”

Wh.ICh tl:us fasmst "Celonel" represer-ts contairs the most 1rree0n'
cilable "of ‘the hber—haters They would prébably preféer - a Hitler
victory to- the eontinuation of the ‘Rooseveli New  Deal regimé
They don’ t like: the Roosevelt method of starving the workers grad
udlily:: They prefer: the. methods of “ancther of their Spokesen:
Herbert Hoovet. They want the army to shoot down unémpldyed
ior employed men ahd women and gas the babies to death. They
want the uUnions . smashed, wages cut, a.nd hours intreased. They
don’t believe in making any. concesmons whatsoever to labor; -mot
gven the ¢rumbs from the rich man’s table. :

The Roosevelt New Deal capitalists bélieve that ene éan “catéh
more flies with sugat than with vinegar,” They are for "recegnm
ing" the trade unions and then bidding for the collaboration of
1abor leaders t6 swing the workers behind any program the besses
and the government may have, such as the present imperidlist war
(Conﬁnued on page 3)

.



Page 2

LABOR ACTION

With the Labor Unions
*On the Picket Line

Leon Henderson, “price adminis-
-{rator,” and Henry Morgenthau, Sec-
‘retary of the Treasury, durihg the
past week have anhounced some
plans they have for ‘labor. Hender-
gon wants to be given some atthor-
ity in the settlement of wage dis-
putes and Morgenthau wants Con-
‘gress to adopt a plan for “forced
savings” by the workers. Under
this plan every worker would turn
over two months' wages to the gov-
‘ernment for the promotion of “de-
fense.” .

It is assumed that Henderson
wants to become a wage fixer as well
as a price fixer. He talks about the

- price of wages dlonig with the price
7 of meat, bread and shoes. To be sure,
' Herderson has done nothing effec-
' tive about the rising cost of living
to labor, but he perhaps believes that
he can be more successful setting a
‘ceiling for workers’ wages.

For 66 consecutive weeks retail
prices have advanced. The rise week
before last was 1.2 per cent over the
week before. The Labor Department
reéports that during the last year the
‘buying power of the dollar has DE-
CREASED 15 per cent in industrial
-géniters. Diiring the past two weeks
the retail price of bread, beef, pork,
coﬁ‘ee and shortening has gone up
all over the country. Butter, €ggs
and fruits are now real luxiries to
thé thousands of families with low
incomes. Added to this, the increase
_in clothing, household articles and
“retit must be taken into account.

This ten year high for the cost of
the nsecessities is what Henderson
should be giving attention to. He
hasn’t been successful in the tasks
that he was assighed. And so now
he preétends that if he can meddle a
jittle in the wages question he will
be able to get the commercial capi-
talists to stop the hiking of com-
modities. This is nonsense, of course.
Wholesalers, retailers and landlords
are going to squeeze every cent they
¢an’ get from labor. If they can help
it, they don't interid to let the manu-
facturers take all the gravy flowing

riers and Building Laborers Union is
a queer labor outfit. It's a sort of
unlimited monarchy. This interna-
tional has not had an election of offi-
.cers for 30 years. Nobody seems to

held and by what authority officers
elected 30 years ago continue in of-
fice. All that one can say is that the
ways of this international and its
officers are inserutable. However,
these things don't seem to worry
G‘_reen and his brother officers on
the executive council of the AFL.

At least there will be an election
conducted by one local of this inter-
ratiorial, No. 17 of New York. Some
members of the local went to court
to compel the officers to hold an elec-
tion and accourt fof uhion funds.
The officers were put on trial, or-
dered to hold an election and give
an accounting for some rather sus-
picious actions in the expenditure of
the local’s moneyy

A New York preacher, Roelif H.
Brooks, pastor of St. Thomas Epis-
copal Church, has been giving the
soldiers at Camp Stewart, Ga., some
anti-labor education. Speaking to
. riembérs of a New York regiment at
the camp he said: “We find men re-
fusing to work unless their wages
are increased, or there is a closed
shop, or there is a recognition of one
union opposed to another, What care
they if men like you are prevented
from receiving complete training be-
causé you have no equipment.”

. First we want to dispose of the
not very subtle lie uttered by this
‘preacher. The men in the army are
not training with broomsticks, stove-
pipe and other play-yard substitutes
on ‘,ecount of strikes and union dis-
pivtes. They lack equipment for the
sole reason that the government is
".administered by a bunch of stupid,
ignorant and out - of - date generals
who don't know how to prepare and

A GASOLINE “PIPELINE” TO

It has been revealed that there is
16 gasoline shortage in the U.S., and
that all this business of closing gaso-
line stations at night is at bottom a
scheme of the big oil companies to
put ovef a pipe-line project financed
by the government. The program for
the niight-time gasoline blackout was
formulated by Interior Secretary Ic-
kes' advistory committee, made up of
© 100 oil company officials.

. After Ickes had made an agreement
with the oil corpaniés for the closing
“of stations at 7 p.m. he agreed with
seven of the big oil companies to
build a pipeline from the Gulf to the
Atlanti¢ seaboard. The line was to
cost $80,000,000 and the government
would supply the money. Nearly a
million tons of steel would be re-
quired as well as tons and tons of
cement and ofher materials.

“Railroad officials told the Senate
committee investigating the alleged
gasoline shortage that. the roads

Bill Green’s International Hodcar-'

" ‘know why no elections have been-

By David Coolid’ge.

ON WAYS AND MEANS OF PAUPERIZING LABOR

from the “defense” spending. All the
capitalists, great ant small, dre out

“for profits’ and they won't let any

smill fry like Hendersor starid in
the way.

Morgenthau doesn't ‘beliete in any
small-time stuff when he is ready to
rob the working class. He is a' big-
time highwayman, According to the
new tax bill, a worker earning $65 a
month must give part of that to the
governmegnt in income taxes. Now
Morgenthau wants to take an addi-
tional $130 from thaf same worker
for “defense.” All the while, prices
will continue to rise. Next, the em-
ployers will decide it is about time
to lengthen the work-week without
increase in pay. A few more oppor-

tunities of this kind offered the work-

ers to demorstrate their patriotism
and loyalty while thie bosses are in-
creasing profits 100 per cent, will, we
are sure, add to the joy of living for
every single wozker.

Organized labor is taking all these
plans for its paupex‘ization entirely
too calmly. Thé unions eertainly
would not 1et the bosses have such a
field day in the factories. Why do
they pérmit these same bosses to
accomplish their wage cutling plans
throtigh control of the government?
What's the difference between being
starved out by a direct wage clit
from the boss and being taxed into
starvation by the bosses' govern-
ment? Also, what’s the difference
between statrving ih peace timhé and
starving in war fime? The bosses
don't starve at any time. In fact, if
there is any difference, they are in
positionn to eat better during war
time because they make more profits
then. It is only the working class
that becomes so damned patriotic in
war time that it is willing to undergo
all manner of hardships and misery.

Roosévelt says, “You can't strike
against the government” Why not?
If we can strike against the boss,
then why can't we stiike against the
boss governiment? At one time, even
strikes against the boss were “ille-
gal.” Y

'WHAT TO DO ABOUT HODCARRIERS SITUATION

It was brought out at the trial that
the officers of the local Had taken
in $200,000 in dues and feées from 1933
to 1940. At the time of the tridl, the
local’s bank balance was less than
%108. The money had not been used
in strikes or in benefits paid to the
. members, If went for “administra-
tive expenses.”

It might be said that the members
of this international have just about
the kind of international they de-
serve. Theré are many things they
could have done to cure this situa-
tion. They could have formed a com-
mittee to present their case to the
AFL convention. We don’'t pretend
to believe that this would accomplish
much, bBut it is a correct first step.
There are many other steps to be
taken inside their own AFL body. If
none of these worked, there is noth-
ing that can force them to remain
within the AFL. After all, there is
an organization known as the CIO
United Construction Workers.

FEEDING BOSS PROPAGANDA TO THE SOLDIERS

équip an army for modern -techino-
logical warfare. Next come the
bosses who refused to furn & wheel
until their stooges in the govérnment
had granted the demands of the em-
ployers for higher profits and lower
taxes. J )

Brooks knew he was lying when
he made this speech. He is the pastor
of a fashionable church in New York.
His fine salary is paid by the wealthy
bosses, and he has to make the kind
of speeches they want made or he'll
get fired. This parasite and mouth-
piece for his capitalist: pewholders,
who performs no useful work and
holds no neecessary place in society,
was attempting to create a rift be-
tween the workers in the camps and
tHose in the factories. That has been
tried before and didn’t work. There
are workers and trade unionists in
the army and they are not falling
for the boss propaganda of a paid
agent like Brooks.

GREATER PROFITS
could take care 6f ahy real Atlantic
Coast shortage that might develop by
delivering 200,000 gallons daily by
tank cars. When the committee in-
quired why this wasn't being done,
they were told that it was cheaper
to deliver oil by pipéline. That is,
of course, if the government supplies
the $80,000,000 to -build the pipeline.
The .o0il companies are broke; they
only increased their profits 200 per
cent the first six months of this year.

When the investigating commitiee
expressed indignation, the oil coim-
panies decided to use all available
tank cars and the roads reduced rates
50 pér cent.

There is one other factor that mo-
tivated the oil companies in schem-
ing with Ickes to close the gasoline
stations at night. ThHis would throw
90,000 workers out of jobs and save
the big oil companies $1,000,000 &
day. Thus boss patriotism winds its
profit-making way.

Navy Is Poised

The United Statés is row engaged
in a shooting war with Germany.
That is what Rooseveit told the world
last Thursday. It iy an undeclared
war without the consent of Congress
of theé people of the United States:

Rooseveit ordered the American
Navy to range itself beside fhe Brit-
ish Navy in the Battle of the Atlan-
tic. This, according to Roosevelt is
not yet war.

“The war,” says Ro{)se\relt, ‘is up
to Germany." If the Geirman NaVy
will voluntarily bottle itself up in
her Harbors and allow the free flow

-of supplies across the seas to her

foes, thus assuring her defeat, then
the American N4vy will have no oc-
casion for shooting.

Let us listen to what an American

admiral had to say the day after’

Roosevelt delivered his momentous
speech. Addressing a “distinguished”
gathering of civilians and officers of
the United States and British navies
at the New York Yacht Club, Rear
Admiral Adolphus Andrews, com-
mandant of the Third Naval District,
forecast shooting in the Atlantic “in
the very near future.”

It must have warmed the heart of
J. P. Morgan, who was right there in
that “distinguished” audience, to hear
the admiral say that “every Amer-
iean officer ought to be proud to be
there and take it and give it back to
theni in good measure.” “We should
take ot hats off to the British Navy,”
said the enthusiastic admiral. “It's
a great organization, with a noble
tradition. We arée with them and we
hope to do more for them pretty
soon.”

As can be séen from the above, the
admirals, who will’ give the orders to
shoot, know that the war is on. It is
on so far a¢ the American Navy is
coneernied. The battlefield has al-
ready been delineated. Secrefary of
the Navy Knox told the American
Legion convertion that the American
Navy will do its shooting in the At-
lantic as far east as Icelahd. It
should be observed that the waters
around Iceland are in the war zone.
This of course is a temporary atid ar-
bitrary zone. Roosevelt himself made
no atternpt to outline the waters in
which the American Navy will do
its shooting. On the contrary, in his
speech he significantly éxtended the
range of shootifig to all the seas that
the United States “will deein neces-
sary for its defense.”

This means that the Red Sea, for
example, may also'beé considered as a
shooting area if Roosevelt so decides.
The waters around the British Isles,
the Persian Gulf or the Pacific Ocean
—all come within the scope of Roose-
velt's shooting order. That being the
case, the Knox interpretation must
be viewed as a momentary political
and military expedient. From the
political point of view the Americdn
ruling class must feel that whatever
next steps they fake in the war can
be sold more easily to the American
people if the fighing with Germany
takes place in the western sector of
the Atlantic. Militarily also a divi-
sien of labor has been achieved in
which the American Navy takes
caré of the Battle of the Atlantic as
far as I¢eland while the British Navy
concentrates its forces from that
poiiit to the ports of theé British Isles.

FINANCIERS PLEASED

In efféct what the Ameriean people
have had put ovér on them amounts
to meore than econvoys. Sirice Ameri-
can shipping is forbidden by law to
sail for British ports, it is British
and allied shipping that the Amer-
ican Navy is convoying. From this
follows the next step in the Roose-
velt war program. The law itself
must be abolished. Tf’ia‘t is the es-
sehice of the talks now going on in
Washingtonn between Roosevelt and
Cotigréssional leadérs regarding the
répéal of tHe Neutrality Act and the

Norway--
(Continued fromi isage 1)

“We express our  solidarity with
and our sincere admiiration for the
Norwegiati working classes, who
keep faith in eur comitrion ideals, de-
mecracy and national indepéndernce.
We Tregret that all the ways. are
closed for a free communlcation with
the German workers, and we refuse
to believe that the prevailing vio-
lence which deprives others of their
rightful interests can find support
with the German worker.”

Quisling retorted with a protest
and a threal: “We strongly protest
against the Swedish trades unions
which found it necessary to hold com-
memorative ceremonies for the pun-
ishment of the Norwegian state erim-
inals. It is an unheéard of insult
against Germany that the Swedish
government did not find it necessary
to stop this effrontery. It must clear-
ly realize that Germany doées not let
herself be insulted without retalia-
tion.” :
- However, when the death sentence
pronounced upon Ludvig Byland,
vice-president of the Norwegian trade.
unions, was commuted to hard labor
for life, this -was attributed in the
reports to the intense indignation
throughout the Scandinavian ¢oun-
tries,

; — THE WORLD AT WAR

War as Roosevelt Orders
Entry in Battle of the Atlantic

' By MAX STERLING

. terested in Iran's oil,

for Shdotmg

arming of the American merchant
maritie. This is next on the ordey of
the day.

- How far is the United States from
a shooting war which goes beyond
the naval arm to all the othér mili-
tary arms? Let us recail that in
March, 1917, Woodrow Wilson first
arimed American shipping against
German submarine warfare. One
month later the United States de-
clared war on Germany. Is it any
wonder then that the predent war
measures of Roosevelt “fulfilled,” as
the New York Times reported, “the
highest expeetatiofis of finahcia] Lon-
don,” which has been clamoring that
America get into the war?

Financial London is relieved. The
American Navy has cinched the Bat-
tle of the Atlantic. But what about
all the other battles and the war it-
self? What will happen if the Ger-
mans get Leningrad and the south of
Russia to the Transcaucasus? True,
the Russians have been putting up a
tremendous fight but the fact remains
that the Germans continue to ad-
vance. Is il not a matter of time be-
fore the British will again confront
them on some new gigantic battle-
field where the full power of the
Nazi military machine will be thrown
against them?

BATTLE OF RUSSIA

The British are really concerned
about Hussian resistance. It is sfu-
pid to think that they are withhold-
ing materials from her. On the con-
trary. Their aid fo Russia was imme-
diate and fullhearted. Hundreds of
airplanes and quantities of muni-
tions and materials have been sent
there. Churchill has announced that
a large portion of theé war madterials
that hé will get from America will
tave to go to Russia. British raids
in the Baltic and northern Norway
are intended to relieve the pressure
on Russia.

The joint Russo-British invasion of
Iran was iritended as an aid to Rus-
sia just as much as to safeguard the
British imperialist position in the
Middle East. If the British showed
that they were at the same time in-
the Russians
were not altogether neglected. Wit-
ness the revival of Russian-Iranian
Oil Co. in order to further the ex-
ploitation of oil in the Russian Ira-
nian sphere. Cooperation, material
aid, mutual exploitation does riot by
any means exhaust British reldtions
to Russiz. The Battle of Russia is so
important that Great Britain finds it
necessary to béegin fo send hér own
military forces on the soil of Rus-
sia. That is the significance of an
RAF in Russia which will grow lar-
ger and larger and which will extend
to other brariches of the military as
the Russian war goes on.

Despite the approach of winter, the
British are not unaware of the Nazi
dariger that threatens them in the
warmer climate of southern Russia.
The more so that it is here that the
Germans have 'made their farthest
advances. Already, the Germans are
mobilizirig their forces in Bulgaria
and the ports of the Black Sea for

_an invasion of Crimea. A winter
stalemate on the northern and ‘cén-

tral frotits of Russia may eveén be

the signal fot a Nazi invasion of Tur-
key. The joint Russo-British inva-
sion of Iran was in anticipation of
this. Irafi even now is not consid-
ered absolutely safe by the British.
The Iranian regime is rot trusted.
That is why tHe British are instigat-
ing a “popular” revolt agamst the
SHah. The British position regard-
ing Lybia is not at all satisfactory.
Altogéthey in the Middle East 750,000
British troops are riow concéntrated.
The push against the Axis in Lybia
is even now overdue. That is a mili-
tary task that the British will have to
attend to before the German con-
quest of southern Russia. After that
it will be too late.

WAY IS CLEARED

THis is the military situation that
firiaricial London worries about.
What are the' British chances if
events unfold in this manneir? They
dre c¢eftainly none too bright. Roose-
velt and Churchill must haveé pon-
dered the matter deeply at their
meeting on the high seas. The situa-
tion so obviously demanded Amer-
jcan participation both in men and
materials that Roosevelt could no
longer hesitate to come forward with
his full war program. This hé has
done. Both in the Pacific and the
Atlantic the way has been cleared
for the all-out shooting war.

By the strongest measures against
* Japan, Roosevelt has for the time
being covered his flank in the Far
East. Japan seems to be ready to
make concessions and accept conces-
siohs. Some sort of a deal is under
way. The Japanése Emperor Hiro-
hito seems to Have come to the aid of
thé roderates. That is the most rea-
sonable explanation for his assuming
direct control of the army—the bet-
ter to curb it. Washington may grant
Tokyo momentary concessions. The
“democratic” imperialists can attend
to Japan all the better after they
have finished with Hitler.

Right now America is participat-
ing in the Battle of the Atlantie. It
will not stop there. Churchill and
Beaverbrook know this. That is why
financial London's greatest expecta-
tions have been fulfilled.

Negroe$ Organize

' - .
Against Rent-

s & L) L . i

Gouging Landlord

ol : L.
In Philadelphia

™ )
PHILADELPHIA — “There is one
message yvou have heard from all the
speakers tonight, one message 1 want
to repeat, becalise it is the most im-
potrtant thing you can hear - OR-
GANIZE.” This wound up theé open
air meéeting held on Lambert Street
last Friday night with a burst of ap-
plause.

The Lambert Street tenatits don't
have to be told the value of organ-
ization, They found out in a rent
strike four years ago that, united,
they could not lose.

And they are putting that knowl-
edge into praclice again today by re-
fusing to pay the $4.00 rent irncrease
demanded by the landlord. Although
one family was evictéd before the
fight reslly got under way, they are

determined now that there will be no
more evictions.

Two of the leading militants and

fichters on the block have already
received notices to vacate —illegal
nolices, sinceé they both have leases
requiring 30 days’ notice and the let-
iers only gave them 15 days. They
do not intend to move, to pay more
rent or to give up the fight. In-
stead, plans are being made now to
fight the landlord in the courts, and
at their homes.

Street meetings are being held and
a block newspaper is planned, to
gain the supperl of the residents of
the entire neighborhood. Thé tenants
are attempling to enlist the support
of the Negro papers in Philadélphia
in order te gain more widespread
publicity. Letters are being sent to
the various white papers and LABOR
ACTION articles are being distrib-
uted.

The residents of Lambert Street
have undertaken a fight against the
vicious methods of their landlords.
They have taken their stand on the
rent they fought so hard to gain
four years ago and are deterinined to
fight in any way they have tfo main-
tain it.

Street meetings, newspapers, court
fights, these are all methods. But the
one thing that has won and will win
for them is united action. “ORGAN-
IZE” is what they were told, and
ORGANIZING is what they are
doing.

Washington --
(Continued from page 1)

“The Battle for Democracy Begins
at Home—Clean Out Jim Crow, Not
the™ Atlantic,” “Labor Black and
White, Unite Against Jim Crow,”
“End Jim Crow in thé Army—No
More Fort Bragg Murders” and “End
Jim Crow Justice” Thé placards
aroused enthusiastic respopses among
most of the onlookers and to a com-
rade carrying a placard one old Ne-
gro muttered, “God bless you.” In
addition, more than 2,000 LABOR
ACTIONS were sold or given out to
paraders and onlookers,

The Stalinist elements, .sporting
their nice, shiny, new V buttons,
trotted out their hastily dusted, still
moth-eaten national unity slogans of
yestéryear, of which the following
bromidés were typical: “Apgairist Po-
lice Brutality—For National Unity,”
and “Jim Crowism Hurts National
Unity.”

From Four Points

' To cope with the problem of Wash-
ington’s circular layout, the parade
was organized to begin at four sepa-
rate starting points and to come to-
gether at a central point within the
city. A sounid truck was present at
the central point and through this
various prominent leaders of Negro
and labor organizations addressed the
c¢rowd. Amorg the speakers were
Prof. Doxéy Wilkerson of Howard
University, who émphasized the need
for continuing the committee's work,
and Craig Vincent, president of the
Washington CIO Coiinéil, who dréew
cheers with the statement: “The CIO
has and will continue to fight for
equal jobs and opportunity for Ne-
groes in industry.”

The demonstration, and especially
the automatically enthusiastic re-
sponse of the Negro people to it,
showed clearly that the c¢olored
workers of Washington—as of the
nation—rieed only effective léader-
ship to makeé thém a potent anti-
war, anti-capitalist force. It demon-
strated, too, that now, if ever, is the
time and opportunity to break the
Stalinist- strangle-hold on the labor
movement. The Negroes will rally to
any organization that has the ability
and the courage to present the facts
clearly and simply to the great mass
of workers, black and white,

L] C
Copies
of the August New International are
still available, The issue contains a
host of exceptionally interesting ar-
ticles, including an editorial esti-
mate of the war as it enters its third
year, a continuation of the Russian
discussion, and an analysis of the
UAW convention. Get your issue im-
mediately. Order from The New In-
ternational,
New York City.

114 West 14th Street, -

The Senate of the United States has outdone the House of Representatives
in the race to sée Wwhich braneh of the “people’s” represetitatives can place the
heavier tax btifden i the masses. It's all in a good calise=finanhcing the “wat
fai democracy’'—so don't mind if yolir tax bill is increaseéd from three to
séven times néxt yesr ' - .

The Senate voted to lower exemptiohs on the iricome tax from $800 to $750
for single persons and froim $2,000 a year to $1,500 a ¥ear for marvied persomis.
This means that absiit 6,000,000 more persoiis=23,000,000 in all—will have.to
file an income tax in 1942 if this bill becomes law. It also means higher rates
foif those eariing from $2,000 to $10,000. Altogether, over $300,000,000 will ba
raise by this device.

To show their seriousness in making the poor pay for the bosses’ war, the
Senate lowered the excess profits tax almost $70,000,000. It then more than
made up for this by raising the ante on excise and miscellaneous taxeés some
$85,000,000. This was done chiefly by raising the admission tax for amuse-
ments from 10 to 15 peér cent, doubling the tax on local telephone bills (10
per cent instéad of 5), imposing a 10 per cent tax on electric light bulbs, and
a new tax on gas and oil appliances was included. The Seiiate Has toppéd the
House by more than $450,000,000—o0f which almost 100 per cent falls on those
who work for a living.

Whether this will satisfy the National Association of Manufacturers, why
agitated for a national sales tax and a payroll tax, reamins to be seen. It will
certainly not meet with favor among the workers. A loud roar of protest from
the trade unions can still make Congress retréat a few steps!

] ’

~ Meanwhile profits contifiue to soar for the big companies under thé impast s
of hufe war ordeérs: Theé following figures show quite cléarly to all except
the Congréss 6f the United Statés that taxes on profits and corporations ean

still be ificreased SUBSTANTIALLY without dentihg profits veéry inuch
(figures are fof the first half of éach fiscal year):
Profits Before Tax Provisions Net Piofit .
Pct. Pet.
Indiistry 1941 1940 Ine. 1941 1940  Tie.

Tire aiid Rubber
(5 companies) _._.$50,675,500 $15,042,028 237 $20,501,250 $10,476480 96
Raiiredd Equipmenit

(10 comipanies) ... 20,223,000 9,203,000 120 11,594,000 7,490,011 535
Automotive Equipment
(13 companies) _._.. 41,638,000 17,249,000 142 17,432,000 12,095,000 14

And this is only a small sample of what goes on every day. The pairiotism
of the rich thrives on this soit of diet. But what about the rest of us?

L]

The first measures so far taken to prevent inflation remain a farce. Where
they: amount to anything, they are, as we predicted, further blows at the
standard of living of the masses. The 7 p.m. curfew for the purpose of ration-
ing gasoline has not only not reduced the consumption of gas, but availiuble
lestimates show an increase in the sales of gas stations during the past few
weeks.

Meanwhile, Henderson's order setting a price ceiling of 18.9 cents a gallon
in the New York area has been honored more in the breach than by observ-
ance. This has brought a threat from “Little Flower” LaGuardia to have the
mayors of various cities revoke the licenses of those dealers who are raising
their prices. The only thing that will prevent a first-rate tempest from blowing
up over this first example of what a war economy means is the sudden “dis-
covery” that there are thousands of railroad oil tankers lying idle. The rail-
roads and oil companies, were just having a private feud. The let-the-public-
be-damried attitude of big business is due for a small curb in this instance.

On'September 1, theé new curbs on’inkt4llment buying—aimed at restrict-
ing the purchases of durable consumers' goods by the low income groups—
went into effect. The Federal Reserve Board limited the maximumi time for
payments to 18 months and increased the down payments substantially in
many cases. Sellers of these items report a brisk business; in some cases bet-
ter than ever. Since the overwhelming majority of the $10,000,000,000 install-
ment business is carried on among the workers and lower middle class, a seri-
ous restriction of this form of credit would mean a sharp decline in the stand-
ard of living of the masses. At present, the curbs on credit remain a joke—
but watch out for the future!

[

On the organization front the President shuffled his “defense” agencies a
bit. A super seven-man board, formally known as thé Supply Priorities and
Allocations Board, has been set up, charged with the responsibility of super-
vising the OPM and the other war bureaus. The SPAB is headed by Vice-
President Wallace. The other members are: Secretary of War Stimson, Sec-
retary of the Navy Knox, William S. Knudsen and Sidney Hillman of the
OPM, Price Administrator Henderson (who rélinquishes his control of civil-
ian supply) and Dollar-a-Year-Man Donald Nélson, who will be the éxecutive
direéctor, Thus does Roosévelt hopeé to remove thé coriflicts that have béen
going on in Washington and satisfy the critiés of thé production prograim.
That this will riot do the trick was indicated by the blast from Barney Barich,
chalrma‘n of the War Industries Board in World War I, who cdontinues fo in-
sist on the necessity for a oné-man head.

Meanwhile, another Wall Street speculator erashed the Washington dollar-
a-year racket with the appeintment of Floyd B. Odlum as director of the new
Division of Contract Distribution. This replaces the Defense Contract Service
and is supposed to see to it that small business gets sub-contracts on the huge
war orders that the big corporations are getting and can't fill. Fat chance!
Siall business is doomed and the war economy will hasten the process. After
all, why should organizations controlled by big business order themselves to
split their profits with a lot of little competitors? Monopoly capitalism doesn’t
work that way. Not only can't it create a decent peace economy; it can't even
establish an efficient war economy!

Two developments along Wall Street are worth noting. We are very happy
t6 report that Wendell L. Willkie, the man who made the supreme sacrifice
of resigning from the présideiicy of Conmimionwealth & Southern to crusade
against the dictatorial aims of thé New Dedl third term, is not doing so badly
for himself. Afier becoming senior pariner in the lucrative law firm of Will-
kie, Owen, Otis & Bailey, this junior partner of the unircorporated firm of
Rodsevelt & Willki¢ was electéd a director of the Federal Insurarice Co. on
June 4. Now he is being proposed for 4 second directorship—this time in the
vety imporfant firm controlled by theé Lehnian brothers, kriown as the Leh-
man Corp. We are donfidént that thé October 15 meeting of the stockholdeérs
of the Lehman Corp. will elget Mr. Willkie¢ a director. Just andther example
of how it pays to be a public-spiritéd citizen, provided, of course, you know
the right péople! Who says this isn’t the land of opportunity?

The other interesting development in Wall Street is further evidence of
the tremendous opportunities that await the eager and patient youngster of
today. The American Telephone & Telegraph Co., a Morgan subsidiary,
which has conducted all its financing for the past 30 years through the House
of Morgan, has announced that its forthcoming issue of $94,500,000 worth of
debentures is to be subject to competitive bxddmg Here's a chance for you to
make a million dollars in commission. All you have to do is to sibmit the
lowest bid for handling these bonds. The lowest bidder must get the issue.
Then all you have to do is to sell them. The bonds are absolutely gilt-edged.
There should be no trouble at all. So far, however, there are only two syndi-
cates in the field; one, a group of 28 powerful investment bankers, headed by
Morgan Stanley & Co., Inc. (Mr. Morgan's son-in-law is head man in this out-
fit); the other, one of the largest syndicates every assembled, comprising: about
175 investment houses, headed by Halsey, Stuart & Co., Inc., and the Mellon
Securities Corp. We are about $94,499,999 short of the réguired amount, else
we would submit a bid. Maybe our readers can help us out.

Kidding aside, though, this is imiportant bécause it shows that all attempts
to maintdin ¢ompetition must remain solely between the big capitalists. Amd
it can't be otherwise, considering the kind of economic system we live usider.
One more proof of the necessity for socialism!

For Independent Political Labor
Action Against the Boss Class
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Sharecroppers

Among the one-third of the nation that lives in dlirest poverty and greatest miséry are thoiisands upon thounsahds of share-

igh

In 1934 the Roosevelt Administration passed the Agrieultural
Adjustment Act to help the farmers. It aimed at cutting down the
acreage of cotton by one-third. For such is capitalism that cotton
is plowed under whilé millions go naked. Counhty committees were
to work out the details baséd on an average of five years previous.
Theé géveérnment set an arbitrary price of 11 of 12 cents and paid
the farmer the difference between that and what he got on the
open market.. The surplus, millions and millions of bales, was
stacked in government warehouses. (The Roosbvelt Administra-
tion probably sées some way of using it now ifi making bandagés
for the war.) To enrich the soil one-third of the crop was to be
plowed under and soil conservation payments were made to the
landlord, providing that the money advanced by the government
shduld be shared by the farmer. On paper it was beautiful.

To prevent cheating by the landlord, the law providéd fhat the
landlord could not make any change in his condition of ownership,
ete. But the landlord is himiself the law.  He evaded this by making
a bogus sale to his brother or a friend and fixed things up to suit
himself. The county committees are landowners themselves or
friends of landowners. They sign statements proving that the con-
ditions wete always as they wanted thern arrafiged, in ordet to
pocket as much of the government’s subsidy as possible and leave
the.poorer farmers and “‘croppers” starving as before.

HIGHWAY DEMONSTRATION ANSWERS LANDLORD SCHEME

By 1938 the landlord calculated that if he had ne tenant farmers
and no sharecroppéis he would not have to divide thé government's
subsidy with anybody. The shatéeropper’s contract is from Janu-
ary to December and in January, 1939, the landlords in southeast
Missouri- gave notice to the sharécroppers to vacate by January 10.
Twenty thousand workers were told to leave the shacks in which
they lived. Théy had nowhere to go. Some of them scatiered and
sought réfuge with a brothet here or a coilsin there or a friend
somewhere €lse. Where a two-room shack had housed four péisons,
it how housed six. Families broke: up. But 1,500 families, about
5,000 people, Negroes for the most part, with a few whites, camped
on the St. Louis highway. They took their scanty possessions with
them and announced their inténtion of staying there until thé gov-
ernment took some steps in their behalf.

It is true that this was a lock-out far more than it was a sirike.
But the action itself was no sponfaneéus protést springing from a
sudden emergency (though it would be been none the less signifi-
cant), The demonstration, however, was planned and orfganized.
As far back as 1935, Braxton Taylor, a Négro sharecropper of Tekas
Bend, finding conditions unbearable, wrote a letter to an official
of the Socialist Party of Mussouri asking for help. He wrote to

croppers, Negro and white .

. . in Arkasisas, Missouri and other states. Ill-housed, ill-élad, ill-fed, they daily feel the severést lash

of landlord and government. But, despite the most vicious exploitation, despite terror—yes, aetunal, real terror—despite starkest

oppression, these are men whose spirits have not been broken, who stand ready to fight with every worker against class tyranny.

They hunger for bréad and they hungeér for fréedom. And, 4 fightihg militafit as evéry one of them is, they iniean to satisfy these

hunhgers, howeéver great the odds against them, however dangerous the battle. They know their enemiés and they will not yield.
In this and the next issiie 6f LABOE ACTION we piésent two articles on the Missouri sharecropper by J. R. Johnson.
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overty

this address becausge hé had seen the riamé in The Call, the Social-
ist Party newspaper.

A few months before the Southérn Tehant Farmers Union had
been formed in Terrel, Ark. After sorie months a unit was formed
in southeast Missouri. There Weére ng organizers, but sharecroppets
and dayhands heard of the new organization through a grapevine
and joined.

STAND THEIR GROUND FOR TWO WEEKS

In Arkansas thére was vicious oppréession of thé union and long
battles, but there were no strikes, no collective action. The frame
of the union, however, remained and late in 1938 a Mr. Whitfield,
a preiacher, began to go round organizing. A local landowner
wrote someé articlés symipathétic to the cause in the St. Lotis Post-
Dispatech. Whitfield, in an automobile, visited localg and agitated.
A natural leader, fluent from his practice in the pulpit, and a man
who had Worlked in the field as a dayland hitnself, he could speak
from experience. Late in December he was speaking to meétings
that overflowed church houses. Thé soéialists who hadd helped to
organize the local in the first placé assisted in the organizatioh. It
was in this way that the roadside denionstrationi was prepared. A
Post-Dispateh réporter who heard #dbout the coming action three

days beforé it was due, gave the news away. Buf neither the re-

porter himself not the landlords believed that theé sharecroppers
had spine enough to carry out the threat. However, the walkout
was a comipléte sticcess. People flocked down and took up position
in three groups by thé roadside. They wereé menmibers of the South-
ern Tenants Fafmers unioh, s6 they called on the union for assist-
arice. Butler, thé leadér of thé STFU, replied to Whitfield: “You
did it without consulting us. Go bBack.” The St. Louis Urban
League and the CIO organized assistance and sent food. But the
Stalinists in the CIO demanded as a condition that the strikers
enter the UCAPAWL. Whitfield agreed.

Theére are many aspects to whit happened on the roadside and
a full accoiiit must be written somie day, bécause it is 4 laidinark
in the history of the cliss struggle in America. Police, arined to
the teeth, came to intimidate these Negroeés and make tliéin leave

theé highway. The Negroes, who had théir guns with them, reéso-
lutely refused., The Health Department and the Humane Society
came out and investigated. The sit-down was called a menace to
public Health, The chief 6f police and other ¢fficials came to get
the strikers to move on, The résult was nil. There they were and
there tliéy were going to stay.

It was bitterly cold and theéy lived in fefits or in the opén and
babiés were. born oni the highway. A€ ldst, by a {rick, thé police
got Hold of their guris and they were forced to go back o the Spill-
way. This i§ land lower. thar the river, which i the évent of an
overflow becomes flooded. It is damp and marshy. Here, at any
raté, they wereé out of sight of the public. '

... About two weeks later théy had to give in. They were shep-

' Herded dway into livéry stables, schools, breken down public =

biildirigs and lioles and hovels of all Kirids. A very small percent-
age the landlerds took back and soiné were lired back to the cot-
tages oh the promise thdt they woilld fict be charged any rent.
On Jily 1, Howeéver, éviction niotides were sérved on them and
somhe went to jail: Theé majotity lived how tHey could, bat most
of them weéit back to work as day ldbérers. As such they had no
ifiterest or coticérn with any payménis made to the landlord, ac-
cordirig to the Agricultdral Adjusthient Adt.

Some libérals in St. Lotis formed a rehabilitationn committee
ahd about & hundred milés away théy found a piece of land, in-

ferlile and rocky, and at the top of a hill. It was situsted in the"

coutity of New Madrid, Miss. Three hundred and five familiés
niade the trek to it, atid they bégan life over on July 5, 1939.

~ Just like pilgrims who had landed in America 300 yéars before,
they set to work with axes and shovels, building log.cabins and
dirt floors. About a thousahd people lived on bread and gravy for
two months, bread made of flour, water and salt. The Iocal relief
committee gave them as little a% possible, hopihg to throw them
out. The sheriff threatened them. “You miist not stay here. To-
night I will protect you, but after that I can't” However; they
stayed at the camp, Poplar Bluff, and they built a village which
they still inhabit. Of the three hundred and five familiés who went,
five were white,

Anglo-American Friendship Runs Smack Into a Few
Not-So-Very-Friendly Arguments About Business

By HENRY JUDD

British capitalists, bankers, importers and exportérs are spend-
ing sleepless nights. Nor is it the sotind of falling bonibs or ack-ack
fire that is keeping them awake. It is the miuscling-in job that is
being performed on them by their Ameérican rivals and conipéti-
tors. Brilish éxporters are facing the almost total 16ss and collapse
of theéir foreign trade markets.

The new Anglo-American trade agreemént which was signed
Jast. week means.that the Britishwill not attempt to sell any mate-
rials they produce—and which they are also obtaining fromi Amer-
ica under the terms of the Lease-Lend Act—on the world market
in competition with America. The goods which Britain receives
from America will be useéd only according fo American instruc-
tions! _

The longer the war continues the more dependent does Eng-
land become on American supplies. This means that in a ygar or

»

two—at the present rate—the United States ruling class will be in
a position to dictate to Britain Low she shall run her economic and
eomithercial life; with whom she shall trade; what she shall charge
for gdods, etc. American capitalists and imperialists will be able
to order their British rivals out of any part of the world where
éompétition is not wanted (and where is it wanted?). If the British
protest, Roosevelt can threaten to cut off supplies!

Naturally, the American government will not apply this agree-
ment too rigidly or rapidly.,To do so.would force a large section of
the British ruling class into seriously considering a capitulation to
Hitldr as a “lesser evil.” Britain must be kept alive—so that the
Americans can inHerit their Enipire rather than the German rivals.

The British Board of Trade has been besieged by pro_te‘sts and
complaints from English businessmen. Its answer has been to warn
that the worst is yet to coine! Thé question of tariffs, import du-~

ties, replacement of the sterling standard by the gold dollar stand-
ard, étc, has yet to be settled. The demands of the American capi-
talist class have only begun.

One British journalist has proposed that an Anglo-American
committee of business men be set up to explain to both groups of
business men what is going on. LABOR ACTION hereby formally
offers to explain what is going on—free of charge and without a
gﬁm‘mittee. either ) ’ ' '

Onesét of imperialists and, gapitalists is moving in on the ter-

' ritoty of anothér set which has its back to the wall. Sentiment and

morality have nothing té do with it. It is a struggle for trade, mar-
Ikets, colonies and the like. The Americans are away out in front
at the moment and are threatening to give their British blood-
brothers and “allies” a royal gypping, the like of which the world
has never seen!

SITUATION CAN NEVER BE THE SAME AGAIN

Thie action itself has had a trenietidous moral éfféét on the Ne-
groes themselves, on the landlords, and on the government. The
situatioh in souitheast Missouri can never be the samé agdin. We
shall later trace in det&il what has been thée result upon the wérk-
ers. For the monient it will be sufficient to show what is now the
attitude of the government.. Late in 1039 the Negroés bégian to
threaten to hold' anothér roadside demonstration. The goverhor
of Missoliri waé running for senator and hé feared the adverse
publicity. Through Bishop Scarlett of theé Episcopal Chuic¢h and
oné or two otheér liberals, he got in touch with a St. Loiis seeial-
ist who he knew had influence among the sharecroppers. Whit-
field, president of the uhion, was on a Stalinist tour and was sum-
moned back immediately.

MeanwHhile, Jéhn Moore, area president, was summoned to the
governor’s presence. The governor put His cards on the table. He
had heard that there was another roadside demonstration pro-
jected. He could settle all difficulties. He would give every land-
less farmér a house and land if Moore called thé demonstration off,
The governor himself, the head of thé state police, the head of the
WPA, the head of the local relief administration, the head. of the
State Social Security Board and four policemen, all in the room
at the same time, met Mooré and tried to Beat him down. The
governor prornised 10,000 houses. in 30 days and tén acres of 1afid
for each family. Moore, supported by his socialist friends, refused
to commit the union. He could do nothing, he said, without theé
unien. Having fdiled with Moote, the governor got hold of Whit-
field at the Park Plaza Hofel, having paid all his expenses back
from his tour, with cigars incliided.

Where Moore had held firm, Whitfield capitulated and agreed t6
call .off the projected demonstration. Today the government has
built 500 instead 6f 10,000 Hous€s and instead of ten acres of Iand,
each house has three-quarters of an acre allotted to it.

(To beé contiriiied)

Mr. Churchill
and

Last week, in ihe Parliamient of England, a leader of the

. British Communist Party madé a spectacle of himiself before

the world. William Gallagheér, lohe Stalinist MP, denotinced

the Aircraft Production Minister of the Churchill cabitiet for
an allegéd attick dpori the Stdlin' goveriifiient,

Winston Churchill, in his reply defending the Aircraft
Production Minister, delivered a {ypical red-baiting slur
upon Gallagher. Whereupon the British Stalinist spokesman,
forgetting the “united fromt” for the moment, called Winnie
what every class-conscious workeér knows him to be—a scoun-
drel, blackguard, liar and working class enemy.

But in the afternoon the “united front” was mended once
morg—with Gallagher licking Winnie’s boots and humbly
apologizing to his Prime Minister,

This shameful exhibition follows in line with the policy
laid down by the British Stalinists in their letter to their
party’s miémbership: “In supporting the Churchill govern-
ment weé do it wholeheartedly without any reservations,
without harping on the disagreements of the past or raising
the fuiidamental differences between the Communist Party |~
and other political parties.is.,, - - |

So Gallagher ate crow. As Stalin and his regime beconte
siibordinate to the Britith and American war camp so de
the various national sections of the Communist International
become supporters of théir own ruling class and its govern-
ment, '

Specter of Revolution Is Haunting Europe

(Continued from page 1)

their own role clearly. They'do not now discern fully the eco~
nomic and political factors that motivate either Hitler or the
British-American imperialists. Therefore they are content to ally
themselves with the Roosevelt-Churchill order. They believe that,
in the present emergency, this is not only necessary fo_r the mili-
tary defeat of Hitler and fascism but will at ‘the same time restore
democracy, to the end that things will go on as before the present
imperialist war.

The Anglo-American imperialists seize upon this attitude, this
mood of the workers everywhere and use it for the furtherance of
‘their foul designs. We say to every worker that we can reach:
The Roosevelis and the Churchills will bétray this confidence
which the workers Have placed in themi. They will do this as surely
as the French ruling class betrayed the confidence of the workers
of France.

The intérnational working class cannot depend 6n, catinot trust
the promises of Chur¢hill, Roosevelt, their run-away kings, gueens,
princes, dukes and pricesses. These cowards and exploiters have
deéserted their countries, have sought the protection of their class
in Frigland and the United States. They live luxuriously “in exile”
in New York and London off the money they extracted from the
people. They leave the workers to suffer and carry on the strug-
gle against Hitler. Afier the Hitler yoke has beeén removed, these
parasites plan to return and place other chains on the workers:
the chains of “democratic” imperialism.

It is the working class duty of the workers of Europe to see
that there shall be no return, no road back for the exploiting Euro-
pean ruling classes. The command must be forward; FORWARD
TO THE BREAKING OF EUROPEAN CAPITALISM AN]?
WORLD IMPERIALISM. The small ripply that has now mani-
fested itself among the workers of Europe must gather force E.md
swell into a mighty indignant wave that will engulf the imperial-

ists of all countries and seize their power.
HOW BEST AID OUR EUROPEAN BROTHERS?

Current happenings in Europe are of immense iniportance to
militant workers in the Unitéd States and England. The Ang’lf:i-
American working class should gird itself for real participation in
the emerging strugglé of the workers on the contiyent of E?uropt‘a.
This struggle will surely come. We do not believe that the_ _w_drke_rs
of France and otlier European countries, including Geérmany, will
for long submit to thé domindtion of fascist imiperialism. We_ _lﬂa:-
lieve fhat as these workers move along tliey will learn that Arnglo-
American imperialism is also not the road to freedom, but to an-
other form of slavery. _ .

Anglo-American workers can best aid the coming struggles of
the Eurcpean workers, not by telegrams of sympathy and con-
doleiiée, but by ecarrying on the class struggle in England and tpe
United States in a most militant manner. Revolutionary move-
ments will devélop in Europe which will not please the Churt_:hllls
and the Roosevelts. After the defeat of Hitler, they will seek to
suppress thesé democratic reévolutionary uprisings. These_ movg-
ments will not and cannot serve the inferests of the Anglo-Ar\._'ier-
ican imperialists. It will be the duty of the British and Ameqca.n
workers to stay the hand of their own ruling class when z_md if ‘1t
attempts to interfere with the rise of a revolutionar:y .rlnovemgnt 1r:
Europe. The proper way to do this is in revolutionary workers
action against one’s own capitalist class. .

THE ALTERNATIVE TO FASCISM IS SOCIALISM

For the workers the alternative o fascist imperialism is nt_j_t
capitalist democracy but SOCIAL'I'STdDEMOf;‘?AC‘)_(. ‘;I(‘)l:e ;e!ztﬁ
native for the workers to fascist world imperialism 1s not 0=
cratic” capitalist imperialism but a federation of WORLD SOCIAL-
IST REPUBLICS. For such a consumrmation it is futile for tl_*.e_
workers of the world to Took to the coming peace COnfErghce. The
peace between Hitler on one side and Roosevelt-Churchill on the
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other will usher in only dnother armeéd truce. This kind of “peace”
can only-do harm to the workers.

The imperialist masters of every nation are well aware that this
is an epoch in which God is on the side of the mightiest armies.
ThHey know that the conflicts of this day and time can ogly be
resolved in armed confliét: armed eonflict today among themselves,
but united armed conflict tomorrow against thé workers of the
world. The master in the hotise Wwill be that class which realizes

and understanids this. ’ _ "

The days of iriperialist war are 4 testing period for the work-
ing class. The workers of the world can use these days when the
imperialist rulers are at each other’s throats to take a forward
stép. We believe that the workers of ¢ontinental Europe are be-
ginning to stir in this positive direction. The worketrs of England
and the United States must express their solidarity in dction NOW
and come to their aid.

An American Fascist Speaks--

(Continued from page 1)
program., Th‘gy wan? the workers to eat, but not oo much. The
workers must have suits and shoes, but riot too many. They believe
Ain hoines for the workers, but not {6 the extent that slum clearance
will seriously interfere with landlords’ incomes. E

WHEREFIN ROOSEVELT AND LINDBERGH DIFFER

The matter of the war against Hitler is a busitiess proposition
for both the Lindbergh gioup and the Roosevelt group. The Lind-
bergh group, having fascist tendéncies and a fascist outlook for the
U.S,, would rather make a deal with Hitler and keep business going
as usual. That's why Lindbergh speaks against the war today. He
is not against imperialist and capitalist war. For the reasons given,
he and his group are against a war with Germany right now.

The capitalists whom Roosevelt represents, being the leading
seéetion of thé imperialist ruling class, believe that their national
and imperialist interests are in danger. Therefore they propose
that Hitler' be destroyed. They know that they must have the aid
and support of labor. Pherefore they make concessions in order to
placaté the working class. They believe in a program of slight ap-
peasement.

Workers should not forget that each of these groups within the
ranks of the bosses claims to be the best of Americans, the noblest
of patriots. l_!ﬁti'l are conspiring to save capitalism and their own
power. Neither group is a “friend of labor.” Should their power
beé threatened by lhe working class they will closé ranks immeédi-
ately and send their police and army against the workers.

Labor should not take sides in this ciuarrel between the Lind-
bergh-Wheeler-Norman Thomas “isolationist” capitalists anid the
Hoosevelt pro:war capitalists. We place Norman Thomas of the
S_qcia]jst Party with Lindbergh because that is where we finid him.
He has placed himself in the ranks of this fascist “Colonel” and it
is up to the Socialist Party to get him out if they do not like the
company of the Hitlerized “Colonel.”

The quarrel bétween the Roosévelt imperialists afid the dis-
cardeéd imperidlists of the Lindbergh-Hoover-Castle-Wheélér group
is pothing for workers to atterapt to resolve. They should be agaifist
both. Because Lindbergh is a fascist and ‘supported by the riost
openly redctionary capitalists is no reason for workers to dash ovér
to the Roosevélt imperialist war camp. There are workers who are
against Roosevelf's war plans. But Lindbérgh's talk against the war
is no reason for workers to be fooled into believing him, and mak-
ing a dash into his fascist camp.

Thesé considerations need to be impressed on Jewish workers '
especially. There is a great hue and cry in the coiintry, from oné
end to the othér, calling on the Jewish people to support the war
so that Hitler may be deféated. The Jewish capitalists and libérals
are all working overtime to bring Jewish labor into thé Roosevelt
imiperialist war camp. They appeal to the corréet desireé of the
Jewish workers for the defeat of Hitler. But these Jeéwish capital-
ists and libérals betray the Jéwish workeérs into the hdnds 6f the
Roosevelt imperialist war-mongers.

Jewish workers must be reminded that opposition to Lindbergh

and other fascists, even Hitler, does not justify support of the im-
perialist war ahd their own Jewish capitalists. Should the ideas
and plans of Liridbergh tfiumph in thé United States, sorie of these
Jewish capitalists and liberals will bé found in the Dindbergh
cdmp, just as some Jewish capitalists gave support to Hitler in
Germany. )
~ The basic demands of the Jéwish workers riust be thé samé as
for all workeérs: SOLIDARITY OF THE WORKING CLASS
AGAINST THE IMPERIALIST WAR; THE ENTIRE WORKING
CLASS—JEW AND GENTILE, BLACK AND WHITE, MALE AND
FEMALE, “NATIVE” AND “FOREIGNER.” . :

The workers must repudiate the Linidberghs and tlié Roosevelts
alike. All the workers, the Jewish workers included, rmiust défeat
all the.Hitlers; but rio support to the imperialist war and thé impe-
rialist army of Roosevelt. Defeat Hitler UNDER A WORKERS’
BANNER. Fight for a WORKERS STATE—D.C.

Price Administrator Leon Henderson this week announced that féod

prices rose 8 p‘tarICeﬁt during the last month, The Workers Party calls

upon labor to fight for increased wages to meet the rising living cost.

a
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MUNICIPAL

Me[l'y i Go - no“nd.

. _ By Susan Green

Believe it or not, LaGuardia has decreed that for the year 1942 the New
York City budget shall provide exactly $1.00 for all the public lmpro\renfmﬂs
so necessary and vital to the health and well-being of the population of thls
large congested city.

A dollar a year can't get anyone anywhere—except the $1.00-a-year boys
who now infest the nation’s capital. Their $1.00-a-year jobs enable them 'to
toss to their own companies a good share of the $60,000,000,000 war contracts
The boys, of course, pocket their “modest” war profits.

" But for the workers. of the city $1.00 a year in the budget for public works
means that they are condemned to do without much needed hospitals, clinics,
schools, parks, beaches. LaGuardia, who is- fanatlcally in favor of entermg
the war between the international robbers, has done’ this becau:se he wants
all the resources of the nation to be used for building bombers, battleships.
tanks and guns.

' For the things which can bring better health and greater enJoyment to the
workers and their families—ONE DOLLAR.

For the things that can bring them only death and mlsery—SlXTY BIL-
LION DOLLARS. A :

THIS IS LAGUARDIA’S CAMPAIGN PLATFORM!

John B. Davies, whose backers were determined.to gét him into the Repub-
lican primaries by hooking or crooking petition signatures, was willing to
withdraw as a candidate if LaGuardia would promise not to campaign against
the next Republican candidates for Governor and President—YOU SCRATCH
MY BACK AND I'LL SCRATCH YOURS. LaGuardia, of course, wasn't in-
terested. The Little Flower has ambitions to blessom into a big sun flower.
He merely tolerates the job of Mayor—until the' proper moment. He -trots
around the country, sticking his nose into national and mternat:onal .affairs.
He has secret hopes, it is rumored, of occupying the White House, without
even so much as a sojourn in Albany. The Gallup poll already counts him as
fifth . runner-up for Roosevelt's crown. Definitely LaGuardia has 1o reason
for. scratchmg Davies’ back.

So now Davies rolls up his , to do. battle. He discovers no less than
24 reasons why he is opposed Lg uardla..

One wonders: WHAT WOULD HAVE HAPPENED TO THOSE 24 REA-
SONS IF LAGUARDIA HAD MADE THE DEAL WITH DAVIES?

. ‘When the WORKERS PARTY threw its hat into the ring and put up MAX
SHACHTMAN for Mayor, it stated that the main issue in th1s mummpal elec-
tion is THE WAR.

As the campaign continues it becomes more evident that the politicians
_are playing around with the anti-war sentiment of the people TO GET VOTES.

Thus Davies points an accusing finger at LaGuardia and says:, “You are
behind Roosevelt's foreign policy—you are for war!” And LaGuardia's sup-

' porters, panicky lest they lose the anti-war vote, hasten to assure the voters
that war is NOT the issue, but purely clty administration. '

BOTH THESE GANGS ARE OUT TO HURT THE WORKERS. LaGuar-
dia—Ilike Roosevelt—is willing to sacrilice every poor mother’s son to fight for
the American money bags. Davies—if he is not an out-and-out pro-Nazi like
Lindbergh—is against the war-only for election purposes.

.The working people will throw away their chance to vote agamst war in
this election UNLESS THEY SUPPORT THE TRUE WORKING CLASS CAN-
‘DIDATE. ;

MAX SHACHTMAN opposes this war because wars between the interna-
tional bandits always have been—AND STILL ARE—AGAINST THE IN-
TERESTS OF THE WORKERS!

In the American Labor Party the war issue also looms very blg
So anxious are its leaders to -hand over to the war—mongermg poht'iclans
labor’s ‘'vote tied up in a neit red-white-and-blue wrapper that they refused
{o renominate Harry W. Laidler for City Councilman. This action was taken
‘because in 1940 Laidler supported Norman ‘Thomas' for President and not
Roosevelt, the capitalist candidate of the ALP.
_-Now, very little harm can come to the boss class. from supporting Thomas.
~ He does not believe in WORKING CLASS MILITANT ACTION. Neverthe-
‘less, this was not sufficient reason for the super-patriots of the ALP to re-
snominate Laider. Then the drama began to unfold. LAIDLER CROSSED HIS
HEART AND DENIED THAT HE IS AN ISOLATIONIST \Vcll of course!
He has been designated for re-election by the City Fusion Party. NOW
HE BEATS THE DRUM WITH LAGUARDIA—at least a little bit. -

; While on the subject of the ALP, it should be noted that Davies believes
the ALP should be DESTROYED because it is “un-American.”

It can hardly be said that the ALP is “un-American” if being "Amerlean"
means: to support the boss class and its politicians.

It, therefore, appears that Davies has been inflienced.by the Getman
Fuehter into a.belief that any thing that even ‘bears the label "Labor" should
be annjhilated:

The’ WORKERS PARTY believes that the ALP wﬂl die. A NATURAL
DEATH when labor realizes that the ALP simply. rounds up the trade union
vote for the boss politicians!

The other day, in Chicago, before a gathermg of 15000 Mayor LaGuardia
I:ned his:darndest to steam up hatred against the “Boche.” “My iriends,” he
shotuted, “there is only one language they understand and that.is the:.lan-
guage of force.”

.- The  poor people of Chicago and New York City are better uquainted
with the domestic: Boche---the profiteering landlord, . the exploltinc boss.
An'instance in point recently developed in New - York City.

‘Qwners of some of the foulest tenements are actually beginning to comply
with some of the requirements of the Multiple Dwellings’ Law They are in-
stalling private toilets, supplying fire-proofing, painting, hallways, cutting
wmdews into dark rooms. The absence. of any of these fea.tures constitutes'a

" wvielation of the law: BUT. THE LANDLORDS DIDNT WORRY ABOUT
THAT—AND NEITHER DID THE MAYOR.

‘But lately the landlords have become more !aw-abld.mg INCKDENTALLY
THEY HAVE A.'DDED FROM ONE DOLLAR TO TEN DOLLARS TO THE
MONTHLY RENTALS.

' The poor families' who thought they might be getting ‘A, breu.k but ﬁnd
ﬂ;et they ¢an’t pay the increased rents must. pack up. and move into tenements
W.HERE THE LANDLORDS CON'I‘]NUE TO VIOLATE THE LAW.

'I'he proﬁteermg landlords ﬁguured that the war situation will make the

‘housing shcrtage so acute that by spending a little money on rerdodelling

their fire-traps, they might be able to get "3 better class of tenants”—and to
hell with the poor! .

I{O‘W ABGUT A I.-IT‘I‘LE FORCE FOR THE . NATIVE BOCHE MR.
mYOR? The proﬁtco;'s can't understand any other lmsuagel

P, FLECTION PLATH
ITS CITY ADMINISTRATION

There's a peculiar fact about this New York mayox-
alty campaign of 1941. While the November election
will .be a CITY election, the chief idsue in the campaign
is NOT a:municipal issue, The chief issue is the ques-
tlon of the WAR,; for ALL the parties 1nvolved

We- have emphasized before ‘that LaGuardia is actu-

ally runnmg on his record as the noisiest. jmgo and pa-

right wing of the ALP circularizes.its regl_stere_d_veter_s,
asking them to support:LaGuardia—because  he .is.100

per cent behind the pro-war administration in ‘Washing- ...

ton.. O'Dwyer, Tammany's stooge, according to reports,
is debating with his advisers whether or not to run
against LaGuardia on the war issue. The Communist
Party, as is \ifell known, after its flop-over .to the, side
of the war-mongers, is likewise determining its stand jn
accordance with 1ts re-re-born “patriotism.”’

And ‘it is perfectl:,.r true that the issue IS the war.
That's why the Workers Party is running its candidate,
Max Shachtman, as the ANTI-WAR CANDIDATE
against this line-up of politicians who clap their hands
in glee as Roosevelt wades deeper and deeper into a’
shooting war, |

But remember this: When the Roosevelt admini'stra-
tion in Washington went all-out for the pro war - drive,’
that entailed a lot ‘of “other thmgs for the workers of this’
country in add1t1on to dragging the Americah people’
into the slaughter. It means that the national adminis-
tration went in for union-busting and strike- stranglmg,
asin its breaking of the North American strike. It means

sky-rocketmg cost of living about whlch Washmgton'
refuses to do anything. It meant turning money away.

from relief and houmng and smkmg it in instruments of
destructlon

A pro-war admimstratlon ln the City Hall has the
very same meaning for the workers of New York  City.
Anyone who swallows this Wall Street war has to swal-

low' along. with "it an attack upon the living:standards

and conditions of the workingmen, not only on a na-
iional -scale but also .on a.city. scale . .

WHAT 'ARE THE MUNICIPAL ISSUES"

Here are some mumclpal issues” that have to be
facéd up to by the LaGuar dias and othér war- mongers
whose. slogan- is-“Guns, not butter™:

1. LABOR’S ‘RIGHT TO' STRIKE, ORGANIZE AND

BARGAIN COLLEQ'I‘I‘VELY—LaGualdla likes to poeei'.'
as a “friend- of labor,” but when the Transit Workers"

contract -ran out, the LaGuardia administration started

to crack down on.the union instead of bargaining collec-

tively. When the union threatened -to strike, LaGuardia
issued the: Hitler-like edict: *You 'can’t strike against

the government,” -and started to mobilize the police force

to terrorize the subway workers.

This isn't the first time that Fiorello was forced into

the open with his anti-union policy. Earlier in his career

as Mayor he made quite a-name for himself. among the,
unemployed when he used . clubs and horses’ hoofs to-

break a series of WPA strikes and unemployed demon-
strations. The onset of the war has meant an intensifica-
tion of his efforts to chain up the labor movement.’

2. RELIEF AND THE SALES TAX.—While the CIO
reports over six million unemployed, even in this period
of war boom, expenditures on- relief have been -going
steadily down, while the war budget mounts. In New
York, the Relief Bureau diverts relief: money - to city
fiancing and even then reports.a “surplus’ of .unex-
pended fund. That surplus exists, not because there
are not -families that desperately need the cash, but be-
cause the money has been kept f.rorn them.
and-women are kept waiting for weeks and months while
they are being investigated. Behind a barrage of red
tape, the LaGuardia/relief administration “economizes”
on the ‘unemployed. ‘Guns. not butter!” )

Needy men -

It ‘was the LaGuardia administration which first put

_the sales tax across on: the: people of New York. It is

still there, still soaking the workers for the relief of the

_unemployed while swollen war profits roll through the
financial market. . Here too LaGuardia is. nio different
’_from Rnosevelt who; spares thé “Fat Boys”. the_trouble
 “of paying for their ‘war by extending- the income tax
trioteer within ‘100 miles of New York City. Now the -~

down to ‘the $15-a-weéek ‘workers.
3 PRICES AND THE COST. OF LIVING—Here, for
e\rery hou};emfe and wage-earner, is -one of the biggest

.scandals-of the war. Meat, stockings, furniture, spaghetti

or ‘eggs—everything is.rising, penny by penny.. The
profiteers have declared their own “war emergency"
and are gouglng a-plenty

Roosevelt lopks in the. othett direction. ancl re.fuses to

-do anything about it:; But action CAN be taken by the

city government! LaGuardia:and the other war-mongers
seem to be worried exclusively -about thestandard of
living of . the .workers in:Hitlerized Europe, while our
own sinks down toward their level..

4. HOUSING.—The . lavish expenditure of funds for
the "“floating housing projects'—the .bettleships—has
meant a thin.trickle-of ‘funds for. the immediate job of
slum clearance Hardly a dent ‘has been made in the
.miserable housmg condltmns in Harlem, on the, East
Side, and other sections cf I.he c1ty :

More than that, the "housmg pm;ects” have. not ‘elim-

inated the slums but merely ‘moved them. Thousands"

of families of former slum areas, upable to pay the rents
in the new fine houses, have merely. shifted over. from
one slum district to another' “Slum clearance" without

" low-rent housing is a fraud.

5. EDUCATION.—The subways carry posters signed
by LaGuardia- urging.riders -to - protect: school. property,
with the slogan “Educatlon—-Our First Line of Defense.”
But that's just’ a poster in’ the subway. In his ofﬁce,
LaGuardia slashes the school budget by millions of dol-
lars, at the behest of the ‘real- estatc tycoons who ob]ect
to hlgh taxes. - p

The same-poster shows three yeungsters sntmg com-
fortably in their seats. A truer picture would show
_classes of 40 to 50, with Chl].dl'en crowded two_ on a
bench and- lapping over on the radiators and stools. A
whole generatxon is bemg demed an adequate educatmn

OUR MUNICIPAL PLATFORM X

LaGuardia does not even, propose.to improve these
conditions, becausé he can't afford to embarrass.the war
drive. As far.as he's concerned, the people will just have
1o stand for them as.an. overhead cost . of the war.

"We propose: AN ANTI-WAR ' ADMIVISTRATION
.which will have no hesitation in cracking down upon
these aggressions on the hvmg standards of the' people.
That means:

1. Full rights to all workers and’ clty employees to
organize, bargain collectively. and strike.. - -

2. City_action to kecp doWn prloes and crack dnwn
on the profiteers.

. 3. Adequate relief to- the unemplnyed and ellmins-
tion of red ta.pe in granting relief. Raise the money by
income taxes upon the rich and fat corporations and by
higher real estate taxes. Abolish the sales tax! :

4. A mational and' city pregram ‘to replace the. slums
in five years with low-rent. houses fitted to the purses
of the present slum- dwellers, with special attention to
Harlem to make up for years of neglect by the La.Guar-
dia and Ta.mmany administrations.

5. Rcstoration of, thc cut-s madc ln the school buﬂget
ln recent years,

‘VOTE FOR- MAX. SHACH'I‘M.AN ANTI-WAR CAN-
DIDATE OF . THE WORKERS PARTY, 'IN THE  NO-
-VEMBER ELEC‘I’ION FOR MAYOR! '

Where We Stand!

WE ARE AGAINST : WE ARE FOR:

1. The only force in this
war-torn world that can
bring about a truly demeo-
eratic peace of liberty and se-
curity for the commen peo-
ple — the struggle of the
working class against their
own bosses. End the war by
a socialist victory—a social-
ist workers’ world!

2. A national referendum
on participation in the war,
directly or indirectly. Let
the people decide!

3. The defense of labor’s
_ rights, all democratic liber-
of militant trade unionists, ties, above all the right to
as well as of all aliens. organize and to strike.

4. The plan to make the * 4, Make the rich pay for
people pay for this bosses’ their war! Conscript the war
war by direct and indireet industries under workers’
taxes on the workers, while control! Place a capital levy
the government permits and on accumulated wealth! Ex-
encourages enormous war propriate the “Sixty Fami-

- profits and a sky-rocketing lies”—the 3 per cent who
cost of living. own 90 per cent of the

5. All discrimination wealth!

against Negroes, especially 5. Full social, economic
in the war industries and in and political equality for
the Army and Navy. Every Negroes! Jobs for Negroes
manifestation of Jim-Crow- jn the war industries! Open
-ism, anti-Semitism and every every branch and rank of the
Hitler - like discrimination armed forces without race
against minorities. discrimination!

1. Both imperialist alli-
ances in this war—the Nazi-
Fascist Axis on the one hand,
and the alliance of Washing-
ton and Wall Street, the Brit-
ish Empire and Stalin on the
other,

2. The secret diplomacy
and piece-meal steps by
which the Roosevelt govern-
ment has made us a partner
te this war without the con-
sent of the people.

3. Government sirike-
breaking by Roosevelt and
Lz Guardia and persecution

F.inali Push Gets Under Way in Drive
To Put Shachtman on N.Y.C. Baliot

With over 10,000 signatures already collecled in the drive to put Max
Shachtman, anti-war candidate, on the balloet, Local New York of the Workers
Party is mobilizing its forces in a final push to go well over the top in the
petition campaign.

Although the election law requires only
7,500 signatures, Local New York is out to
exceed that sum by as many thousands as pos-
sible in order to allow for no technical slip-
ups. The organization means to present the
election board with so many petitions that
there can be no possible doubt about a place
on the ballot for our candidate,

Every night of the week, including Satur-
days and Sundays—during which all-day mo-
bilizations are held—Workers Party members
and friends are out on the streets collecting
signatures. In the ten days that remain to
the petition drive, the Workers Party calls
upon all its sympathizers and friends to help
put the anti-war candidate on the ballot for
* Mayor. :

There are ma.ny ways in which the readers
of LABOR ACTION can help.

* 1. ' Get a few petition sheets and circulate them among your friends. Peti-
tion.sheets can be gotien from campaign headquarters at 114 West 14th Street,
by mail or by dropping in. Zasen

2. Contribute to the Shachiman Campaign Fund! Elections cost money
under capitalism. We wani to reach a maximum number of New York work-
ers with our literature on the campaign and with special appeals. We need
your dollar bills! Send them, or bring them, to campaign headquarters.

MAX SHACHTMAN

o 3
-LABOR ACTION

l:_l4 W. 14th Street

New York City : .
Deur Friends:

I am interested in learning more ubout the Workers Party and
its fight against the bosses’ war plans.

Name .
Address
City

AN ol

The Facts Speak for Themselves on LaGuardia

And How He “Benefitec

” New York Education

: M_ayor .LaGuardia' rests his cam-
paign for a third term on the ground
that he represents. “good govern-
ment.” One of the major arguments
made in  defense of his' record as
Mayor. is that he "has given New
York. City the ‘best  educational sys-
tem in the country.’ This'is a very
important” point, for edueation rep-
resents by far the largest single 1tem
in New York City's budget, funning
over $150,000,000 24 yedr. The record,
however, - shows “that if New York
City has a relatively good. educational
system—it ‘is-'in spite of LaGuardia,
niot because :of him. ' Lét's 1ok -at the
record

When Fmrello LaGuardJa entered
C:ty Hall for: his fifst term in 1933,
the country was still in the throes
of a tetrible depressmn New York
City ‘was no ‘exceptibn. LaGuardia’s
very first acuon as Mayor in regard
to ‘education was to’ask the teachers
of New York:City to take a: “volun-
tary” salary cut of 6 per cent! :This
was, in fact, an -order! What a- way
for a’‘friend of education” ‘to defend
the éducationa) system Make it even
more- difficult for the average teacher
to' make -ends meet, thus lowerihg the
quality” of ' instruction in the sthools
=the most ‘impértdnt element in
buildirig. . a " sound, , progressive and
democrati¢ educational system. In
this actjen, LaGuatdia revealed his
typxcal attitide toward educatién. It
was far more important for the poli-
tician LaGua.rd.m to hald the clty in

the vwe of the Ban.kars Agreemeut
which’ meant millions of dollars ev-
ery year in interest to the’ Wal.l Street
bankets, than to malntam teachers
salaries! *

His Attacks Co_nt_inue s :

The teachers. have had, this pay
cut rescinded, chiefly through the ac-
tivity of the organized teachers. but
LaGuardia has .continued hlS attacks
on teachers. and-'the educatmna.l sys-
tem to the: present. It is ‘well known
that LaGuardia, as Mayor of Néi
York City, possesses cnnsiderable in-
fluence  in. the ;State Legxslature at
Alpany. Time aiter time, LaGuardia
has -sent word along calling for the
defeat .of mieaurés favorsble to the
teachets and the educational system,
and for the’ pasdage of measures det-
ru’nental to .the; well-being. of the
teachers and the welfare | of  the
schopl_s, He has not been successful
in every case ini carrying out his ré-
actionary program—which is, in re-
ality, the program of the real bosses
of New York City, the bankerk and
'blg cnpitahsts—but he has trled his
darndest.

| When the "peyless fu:loughs." the

polite name given- for the salary cuts;
were ended, LaGuardia led the big
campaign for “Home Rule” This
woluld have taken control éf. teach-
ers' salaries out of the. hands of the
state, where it now: rests, and placed

it in, the hands, of ILaGuardja. the -

wage-cutter. . When. this medsure

Ia:led. LaGuardm supported the move
to cut state aid to. edueation’ some
$10,000,000. ' Not 'satisfied with ' this,
LaGuardia had-his-own Board of Es-
timate  slash "the’ city's’ ‘educatiorial
budget - $3; 000000 These cuts. were
made in the name of “economy” ‘and
“dood . governmen " They  were
backed by the New York State Cham-
ber ‘of Commerce, whose. education
prograrn is ‘to “Keep' the three R’s.
Dotcile ‘and’ 1gn6rant labor -isv what
these .gentlemen ‘and ' théir fascist-
minded “aides, like Merwin K. Hatt,
also one ‘of the big Supporters of edu-
¢éational | retienchment, ~want. : ~~La-
Guardia / ‘supported. them, the reeord
shows; even tlmugh there was dbso-
lutely 1o nigcessity. for these cuts. *

Slashlng Substltntes :

In- aﬂd:tlon ‘4o ﬂie questmh of. d;-
rect budget anhd saldtry cuts, the big-
geét 1ssue in ‘education - during. the
terms of Mayor LaGuardia has been
the substltute Questlon Every meas-
ure, deeugned to ‘benefit the plight of
substitutes has féundered on the rock
ot LaGuardia's opposition.. Every at-

“témpt to.decredse; tlass size, a -mast ‘of
" ber—the New York City educational

1mporta.nt ‘stepin develop 4 pro-
gressive educational, dystetn, has been
bitterly opposed by LiaGuigrdia. Thou-
sands- of - teachers, including. thése
who have passed the very .arduous
regu.m- examinahons. wait u& vain
on lists for ah appointrient. The pol
iey of educational retrénéhmiént has
condemned them to do regular work,

when they are -fortunate enough to
get a job, at a substitute’s salary. The
bill to give substitutes equal pay was
opposéd by LaGuardia. Today, the
substitute is in danger of complete
extinetion from the educational sys-
tem, as the retrenchment program is
extended. Even regular teachers, whe
presumably have tenure of position,
are threafened with having their po-
sitions abolished and being forced on
relief after long years of faithful
service.

"Even small bills, relatively unim-
portant so far as the money involved
is concerned, have been the 'victims
of LaGuardia's drive against educa-
tion.: For example, a bill to increase
the salaries of clerks, one of the most
exploited sections of the school staff,
was defeated through LaGuardia's
opposition. More revolting was the
killing of the non-revenue Living-
ston-Breitbart bill, whicH would have
given teachers the right of counsel
—again, LaGuardia's work.

. -As, a result of LaGuardia’s cam-
paign against the schools—all in the
hame of “good government,” remem-

gysterd 1§ in:the worst shape it has
been in in 30 years. Classes are get~
ting' more over-trowded. Evening
schools, kindergartens, playgrounds,
swimming pools, adult classes—all
the “extra” services—have suffered
severely. Students get filthy, obso-
lete textbooks. There is a shortage

of necessary supplies. And the teach-
ers are being subjected to a vicious
speed-up that would pui some fac-
tory bosses to shame.

The proudest boast of LaGuardia's
adherents is that he has given New
York City a “non-partisan” adminis-
tration. The schools, surely one of
the first places to select officials on
the basis of ability instead of politi-
cal connections, give the lie to this
boast of conscienceless politicians.
“Non-partisan” in the schools means
“Fusion"—that is, a supporter of La-
Guardia. The few able people that
LaGuardia has gotten into ‘the school
system are largely accidental: The
school system is still one of the most
vicious examples of politics, of the
spoils system, that exists anywhere.
Only. now, instead of it being a Tam-
many spoils system, it is a LaGuardia
spoils system.

Finally, the Iast boast of the g&elf.
deluded liberals that LaGuardia has,
at least, built more schools is now
destroyed by the war that they and
LaGuardia support. Battleships and
other instruments of war cost money.
This means no money for the schools.
LaGuardia’s school-building program
has come to a complete halt, with
one-third of the schools still in need
of renovation or replacement and

with an urgent need for dozens of
new schools still unfilled. LaGuar-
dia’s record in support of education

is a complete cipher,
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