-

s

, argue that as they no longer
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NOT FOR TURNING?!

the bosses will sack
fintimidate or even imprison
organise it, as
jailed

the early 70's. If they
then they bring more
workers into the struggle.
When the level of repression
raised them so must the
level of resistance. Every
push the bosses make must
met with an even more
violent shove from the strik
ers. Eventually one will cave
in. If the boss class wins,
flushed with the success
of victory they will inevitably
launch into a further attack
lon our living standards that
will make the last 10 years
seem like a Sunday School
outing and make PBritain the
envy of every other Euro-
pean Ruling Class.

CRACKING UP

Ron Todd (head of the Tran-
| sport and General Workers
Union) has recently talked
a good fight, He says "if
one single Docker Is sacked
you will see a strike, the
like of which you have never
seen before." Unfortunately
he also says he wants L0
fight within the law, which
he knows cannot be done
effectively. But Todd will
" 0 only have the backing of
THEY DON'T GIVE A TWN. ., the Dockers while HE backs
THEM. As soon as he dec-
ides that the going is getting
tough for him the un-
National Port Shop

Though

know

you'd hardly
it from the 'news' and gut-

. our fight. This dispute h
ter press, the National Dock E mn"T"ey ““l; l“‘D:;“' M:!;: poe

workers that their fight s

Strike s on. The National
profitability of British | official

Dock Labour Scheme has | the pwards e C

been sbolished and the Nat- | Ports (they made enormous :Il':‘“:'"‘ u:“”m'"::t"' . :;::1
o i & i ake of -

jonsl Association of Port | profits last year anyway). fight. The very existence

Employers has disbanded it- | It is to do with sn steempt | ",
well, Bosses will now | t© cripple yet another sect- o -
lon of the organised working

class. The Bosses have plan-
ned it for years and picked
their team and the time
carefully. The Employers

committee may be
enough to keep Todd solic.
It may also be that the em
ployers will provoke Todd
into militancy. In the 70's
Terry Duffy (Engineers Un
jon) who was more right-
wing than Todd was forced
into such a position and the

have a national organisation
they can only negotiate on
a local level. This is plainly
nonsense and the dockers
sre pledged to stey out for know the Tories, Police and
"ss long as it takes" to get 't;"": ':“ !\r[my l:;:d”‘*lig ':
t LS them | nee o Lo
:‘:l"::f‘n:'m W g the Port Bosses have never :II\:-I“( ’:‘:’r‘”"",i‘t‘L“““:‘h'":'::";‘!
it must be sald that seversl | been the bravest In the land | .\ e 8 g crackin
hundred dockers (out of | ®nd already will be a little : e . v

9000) decided to take the | unsure of themselves, They ‘I‘;“"“ IIIL'JII_':“"“' h"l\” Ill!i‘]:,lm;l(q
sizeable corrot dangled in | have been pushed into battle mHvlu.m s riing
front of them in the shape with promises of “We'll be interest rm-‘\l soarin, ‘ul:‘
of redundancy cheques for | fight behind you" from the | = lhvi!u-n- ”('”"”']hm
up to £36,000. It must also I'nnl".“ Press Baroms, CBI | cher  In reasingly wo‘mw to
be said that 8,500 of them | ®tc. With that lot have adopted a siege mental-
have decided to fight for | YOU you d need eyes UF | jty, she and her little cabal
their jobs and for the future | 8rse to watch for all the | o #o4visers" are becoming
of Trade Unions In this coun- backstabbers. So despite all
try. Indeed one docker who their bluster (which incident
had definitely not signed | ally _the dockers describe
any redundancy form was | 8 wind and piss") the
sent 8 cheque for £06,000 Bosses and their class know
he promptly handed it over the massive -.l.‘f'km uhrn-,
to the Union to give back and though their "fromt® will
be bolstered by 10 years of

countries,

more isolated by the minute
and people in |solation are
prone to serious misjudge-
ments. In the same way that
the dockers will back Todd
only while he backs them
so will big business, the City

to the bosses. Strikers of o ¢ o 1 dhast
that calibre will cause a | ®epping down the warking ::‘ ) ml:t b*’;;" . I"*”“‘h" .
few bosses blood-pressure clges, ailied to their own ;:r:ll‘r'tg WII i llh:lyl:whl l“‘r lm
. arrogance, the n nterests.

to rise (and keep rising). '::‘“ f ”:.r 'l":r:}:mlm? :)r‘q lh: If she falls her masters then
SOLIDARITY bully The Bosses CHOSE | Wil Inevitably witness

All Beitain's ports sre now | to provoke this strike, they | Clocdletting’ in high places.

unregistered. The bosses | can retreat. The dockers,

SNOWBALLS
reckon those ports which | on the otherhand, have no- Ty TR

were never In the scheme | where else to go. Whatever happens, this strike
and are still working (al- ILLEGAL STRIKE will take a while to bite,

though dockers have prom- | p..h “sides know that this
ised not to handle re-dir- | . ke cannot be won legally.
ected cargo) will eventually | 1o win the dockers must |will be isolated and ultimate-
bresk the strike. HOWSVEr | conarare  “sacondary” action |ly defeated, or the bosses
If thot promise holds and | 5 5 gogle unseen since the |will be. Our rulers have de-
if the dockers of Ewrope | o0 gays of Heath's Govern- |cided this is the time to
(particularly Rotterdam and | none iy 1974, ANl other |tske on the most militant
Le Havre), the US.and Can- | yorkers must boycott strike- |section of the largest Trade

then one of two things could
happen: either the dockers

sda keep to their pledge | poung or strikebreaking car- | Unlon. Other workers have
{amd  tradition) of soliderity | soes, These could be aeny- | @ straight choice stand
then (t way well be the |yhins from iron ore to cars | with the dockers in a United
bosses who crack. to foodstuffs. This would | fight we can win, or bury
.\un:rvnh all strikes, SOLID- |, ouicably lesd to strikes | their heads in the sand and
AR I5 THE KEY. To ond massive lay-offs in all | get shafted in isolation at

gain  that
Dockers must show

solidarity  the

b i industries. All of this is - | a later date. Surely In this

legal. So it must be essumed | situstion the role of Soclalists

everywhere s 10  provide
clear, unequivocal, principled
and full-scale support.
Obviously many on the left
don't share our view of the
importance of this dispute,
or ot least the way it could
escalate. They seem [right-
ened to commit themselves
as they don't think the dock
ers can do it. A member
of one group described the
strike as "8 last fling from
a group of desperate men"
This statement reflects the
distance between the alleged
'revolutionaries’ and the
working class. I the criteria
for involvement and support
in the strike is solely based
on its possible success, and
the analysis does not take
into eccount the feelings
of confidence the workers
on the ground hold, then
to what extent can any such
group claim to represent
the vanguard of the working
class, Were they already
not so marginal to the real
struggle it would be tragic.

Mind you, if the strike
"snowballs" and becomes
the "Great Dock Strike of
1989" you can bet you won't
be able to see the dockers
for paper sellers.

THE LEFT

You will only gain the respect
and ..THAT'S ONE OF THE PROBLEMS WITH DEMDCRACY TODAY . *
29.6.89.

of workers bystanding
fighting withthem and for
them, and that is what we
in Red Action will be trying
our utmost to do. Il a strug
gle fails Revolutionary Social-
ists should still be there
fighting to the end. People
will rememberthat and when
the climete

the workers are on the off-
ensive they will be only too
aware of who it was that
stood by them in the past,
and equally who came, who
papers and

“DON’T MOURN,
ORGANISE”

JACK DASH the  wnofficial] The ideas of Jack Dash
London docks leader, who| Prove to be alive in our
died recently, aged 82, had industry as on the very

saw, sold some been a personal friend of| Morning he died, dockers

pissed off again. Many of mine during the 24 years|In some of the largest ports
the "Revolutionary left” that | knew him in the| in Britain walked out on
groups have, and deserve, docks. We had many disag- unofficial strike. Jack never

a terrible reputation amongst

arguments, sold out and lived in a coun
ordinary workers, Consequent

tower block where he

reements and '
all of them political (I at|c!

ly, Revolutionary  politics Ml the time was a Stalinist),| w88 ~very happy. The only
hasthe same bad image. Jack's Ideas were what |s|thing that Jack valued where
Struggles such as the Dock now described as "glasnost”| MOt titles and material
Strike give those prepared before anyone had ever wenith, but the respect of
to show proper solidarity heard of Gorbachev. the people he worked with.

a_chance to rectily this
Respect from the working
class Is not the Marx-given

It would be nearly impossible|The attendance at his fun-
to have a personal argument eral of dockers from all
with Jack because he would over the country proved he

right of every Tom, Dick slways be prepared to see had that respect.
or Harriet waving o copy [l other people's point of view |l am sure Jack's last lines
of Das Kapital Respect would have been those of
- I
must be EARNED and the JllSro ”‘:m ":m '":‘he"“:“ Inljoe Hill, executed by the
harder you are seen to work orst. | American government during
to gain it, the stronger |t I:"r:'e ‘M.P"dlr:u" l'}!p:;. the '20s for trade union act
¥ s g " |ivities:

2
“I|£'I?N‘I)AM1 NTAL MISTAKL last few days that | spoke
——————————— to him, our conversations
Red Action believes onejistill centred around the
of the ways it can be carnedjicoming unofficial strike In
is through principled workJithe docks.
within Support Groups,
dismiss such groups as "c
ity". We feel that to
a fundamental mistake.
gives you a chance 1o
with other committed people
who may have varied slants
on left-wing politics, but
who are united In support
..‘r the strikers. A Support
Group, through its links with
strikers themselves, Rives
you & chance to view the
strike from the inside out,
rather than standing aloof
on the sidelines, Already
in this dispute. Tilbury Stew-
ards have expressed their
appreciation, not just for
the £1000 raised so far by
the East bandon Dockers

"Don't mourn, organise.”

Micky Fenn
Shop Steward,
Tilbury Docks
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"Man af Yeour"
He is ot o
this  year. basis
sympathy and  the |
to  bresk off relat
implement  mesningful

The events. of May/june in
China represents an

ented effort by o mass of |

the people o Tid themselves
of o domestic ruling clas
by brondly

meuns. As  meny comment-
ptors  have Indicated,  the
events stand  alongside  such
historical  reference - poings
s the Russien revalution
of 1908, or the Parls Com=
mune of 1871 On a. more
recent timescale, ‘both the
Hungarian uprising -of 19586;
and the mass mobillsation
of varlous sections of the
people in Tran in 1979 “lesd=
ing to the overthrow of the

Shah, are overshadowed by
the scale of the mevely n
the Chinese cities,
MORAL_FORCE
Protests and disorder of this
kind sre not novelties In
China's recemt history, yet

nothing hed prepared observ-
erd or the geristric leader-
ship for the scale and dever-
mination of thix latest  outs
brenk. Nor was the sudden-
ness  of it disintegration
under ‘the ‘Thorrific  impace
of the military, msticipated
by ~commentators of left
of right. - The ldeclogy of
the western bourgeolsie
which dignifies and fetishises
the 'power’ of non-viclence,
and the ‘moral ' florce" . of
protest and oppeals had clear-
ly undérmined thelr - sense
of the realities of the situat-
fon. This ideslogy seeps into
sections - of the  political
spectrum where the rhetoric

e tndale |

or S.Africe,
illustrate the capacity

Weﬂu in the "Free
3 to massacre thousands

vicious

Kong.
there

corrupt due
solely to their undetermined
ond ambivalent position with-
class  structore of

soclety, This has

o double aspect. First, an
one: uniike mem-

s of the working class

ruling elite, despite all these
favourable factors, all forms
of protest  were by
a single swroke. To under-
stund why they did not suc-
ceed 9

The -%wct must e sought
by exnmining the dominant
social - composition  of  the
revolutionary  crowds,

the kinds of action to ‘which
they were in colsequence
limited, The great majority
directly involved, and partic-
ularly, those who formed
the  rudimentary
were  drawn

teadershi|
from < China's

would  lead  Yyou 100 less
expect it The of the
SWP for example (significant-
1y, a student-orientated
arga ion] was fidently
predicting 0 Its  lssue  of

their power to jinitiste o
crisiy immense prob-
lems the ruling cless
Thelr timate  fallure o
disiodge - or apparently even
dent - the buresvcracy and

- media

-

the student body has no In-
herent organisation, cohesion

or  discipline; their antsgon-
s to the ruling cless,
often real enough,

Is not derived. from a nec-
essory antagonism to specific
class forces; an antagonism
that in the case of the work-
ing class Is renewed by their
conditions ‘of work every
new  working day. The free-
doms demsnded by the stud-
ents are therefore partial
froedoms which would ensure
thelr own relative autonomy
within society without under
mink the exploitive basis
or ultimete power structure
of that society itself, Freedo
of the press is an exampie.
This s clearly demonstrated
by the fuct that os the dis
order essed, it became
increasingly difficult o
understand the precise nature
of “the  swudents' objectives.

It became clearer
sach day that (nhere were
no- coherent objectives of
TWI] nature being od-
vanced. Some sections of
the ‘preis.  in this country
have suggested that somehow
the students were demonst
rating in favour of o free-
maorkar _economy. This sug
gostion has only been tken
up by the regime in China
itself; thére is obsolutely
no evidence that the stugd-
onts want capitalism in place
of the system; the reverse
Is tree. We ‘all remember
the ‘singing of the ‘Inter-
nationale’ in Tiananmen
Square. The truth s that
the students were themselves
confused as to thelr alms,
chlling for reforms of an
axtremely partial or symbolic
nature such as the punish-
ment or replacement of indiv-
idusls within the government,
Even after the massoores
the single message  clearly
framsmitted to the western
was  simply, “show
world what has happen-

herolsm, made
the pussive tar-
of the unrestrained brut-
of the hardliners. It

That is, they had, with

allowing
into this country. Forelgn
Secretary Howe has cheer-

fully admitted on the “Pano-
rama® progromme that this
I because theyhave yellow
skins and therefore do not
present the same case &
an  Anglo-Saxon population.
All of which leaves the
lzughable neo-imperialist
rhetoric concerning the
defence of British Nationals
from the tyrannyofl dictator-

ships regurgitated in con-
nection with the Falklands
campaign looking sicker than

ever,

ing to BBC reports, those
who feced the oncoming
army with petrol bombs and
other misslles were local
working class  youth who
bad joined the students. The

students’ lack of & genuinely
revolutionary pogition enabled
a feeble leadership to consol-
idate. its position and recover
s nerve. It was inevitahle
that eventually the inertis
of the ruling elite should
overcome the Ideologically

inspired paralysis of the stud-

ents.

LACK OF POWER
The second mspect of the
situation emerges with even
greater clarity. In compar-
ison with previous protests
the students’ actions of May/
june show a degree of devel-
opment and maturity express-
ed as a generalised rejection
of reformers that in previous
bouts of disorder . they had
supported (Den Xioping am-
ong them) It Is doubtful
whether their ideological
position will develop much
beyond this for the reasons
outlined asbove. Yet even
disregarding this defliciency
in the revolutionary momen-
tum of the students, it Is
spporent  that the student
body suffers from a simple
lack of power to make their
jdealism practical. The stud
ents may march, camp In
Squeres, enter hunger
strikes, appesl to poiit-
ical conscience of the police
and troops In huge numbers
and for weeks on end yet
never advance beyond |ssuing
a challenge to the ruling
class., Just as they can init-
late & political crisls, but
not resolve it in an |deolog-
jcal sense, so they oam ex-

the sheer totalitarian-
ism of the hardliners, but
not remove or destroy them.
There is no example in his-
tory of a ruling class volunt-
arily relinquishing power
when vequested to do ®
by a popular semse of justice
and idealism. Being by defin-
ition situated outside the
process of production bow-
ever, the students have 0o
other weapons to employ.
By withdrawing their ‘lsbour'
from their colleges and uni-
versities, by not attending
class and rending their books
they do liste to upsel Mr.
Deng Xisoping and his coll-
eagues: In simply occupying

upon
the

the streets, théy ard help-

less ogainst @ determined
military force. The Image
ol the white-shirted man
momentarily halting the

column of tanks Is a striking
end memorable ome. But
it could be profoundly mis-
leading. For reflection shows
that in reality it is an image
of the wtier helplessness
of even huge crowds of indi-
viduals offering passive resis-
tance to halt the progress
of a militarily dominant
ruling class.

Yot there s in Chine =
in every Industrinlly advanc-
ed country a greater power
than even that of the army.
It Is the power that feeds,
clothes and arms the army
ftself @and without which
the army could neither exist
nofr move. The

productive power

working class

and disciplined by

nature ol their F

of work is the greatest
and decisive power within
any Industralised economy,
agninst which, ultimately,
even tanks are helpless,
There were hugely encourag-
ing signs thet elememis of

the working class had begun

to. sttach themselves to the
students' octions, and that
at Jeast some sectionsol
the students themselves were
aware of their need of the
workers support. Nonetheless,
in the current situation, It

is the absence of an organis-
ed ond confident soclalist
opposition within the Chinese
working class “"that  inhibics
the overthrow rathier than
reform of the state-run
machinery. Desplte the un-
certainty of the present s~
uation, It s cereain that
the May/june events will
have tremendously oeccelarst-
ed ‘the processes through
which such oan  opposition
will be formed.

There are 57 varieties of
jeft wing sects, groups and
organisstion in  Britain, el
claiming to be the “one true
church® and of course the
natural heirs w Marx, Lenin
and Trotsky, With equal logic
it follows that i there can
only be ane workers party
and they ore that party
them all other groups, b
\1!'[""“')”. must f(‘P”!S‘,‘T'
directly of indirectly the polit
ical interests of other clas
and so amre subsequent
dismissed s either pothe
ic heretics or contemptib
“petit-bourgols counter-rev(
utionaries®., Not surprising
having been bullt in to the
political  philosophy = sectar
lanism is inherent and ram;
ant.

Despite thalr largely
actured dif ferences the
have much in common, bein
indistinguishable to the wr
tutored eye from ome anoth L
er. They rarely agree c
anything much, for the re §
asont outlined. So when some

es,

manu!

the Lga£t'r

thing occurs that temporari
unites them in condemnatic
it deserves to be examine
so rarely do they share
common enemy. The recer
events in Ching have provol
ed thelr complete and unec
uivocal denunciation of th
octegenarian regime of Der
Xisoping. Ewven though

might bé more convenlen
oné man alone cemnot |
held responsible, so the re
ponsibilicy must be share

among the people who rull ‘as

And M

you osk who o ew
these people who have bR
jacked the revolution? Tk ev
unified response will be swilly
and shrill, “Stelinists s ner
buresucrats® of course. L
"Stalinism cannot be pressuly he
ed 1w chenge its nowl d

\
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is a buresucratic dictetor-
p and it abhors de: e

MOCTACY
he bloodbath was a care-
slaughter de-
ined to show the determin-
the Stalinists to
rugh any . oposition to their
‘s The bureaucracy has,
declared war on

-1 ¢ fater of Chines

WWer must be o

the stud-

t8 for a free press strikes
the heart of the buresu-
scy". (Workers Power).

examples

in little doubt
to who is to blame, which

question.

'se Stalinists

did this
itsell?

pmerge?

ist?  Was

Stalinist?
if not
ne one?
answers
are pot
public-
largely
s are
reasons
i ex-
things
Tung,
mmun=
by de-
Stalinist
follower
lin the
‘mphatic

( Chinese

carly 20's

with  Moscow

only becsuse all other types
of communist Insurrection
In China had falled. There
was no  rapport  between
them, in fact there was a
hidden mutual distrust and
antipathy. Mao had witnessed

Pﬂﬂncg.“ Lenin's Bolshevik
arty. nese were mostly
of intellectual ond middle
class backgrounds, those of
true working class origin were
few and far between, Never
the less, the CCCP leadership

the inep of the Russi

Cominterns  policy In the
20 and 30's and had no
confidence In Moscow's judge-
ment.

Stalin  In  turn considered
Mao defective in his under-
standing of Marxism (a bit
fresh coming from him) and
often referred to him
8 "Margarine Marxist”. In
Dec 1948, shortly after the
communist victory, Mao trav-
elled to Moscow for the
first time, to seek aid and
allisnce and to celebrate
Stalins 70th birthday. The
Russians deliberately snubbed
him by mispronouncing his
name  Mat-Sa-Doon.  While
Stalin ignored him for days
until he threatened to leave.

The tensions between the
“communist® countries contin-
ved for decades, resulting
In ideclogical and territorial
disputes, always  stopping
short  of ectual war, with
the Chinese call the Sov-

insisted they were "spiritual”,
if not social members of
the working class.

Secondly, the pattern of
socjety's development out-
Hned by Karl Marx from
feudalism to capitalism to

system, capitalism did not
really exist. Thirdly the Chin-
ese -communist selzure of

Porty In 1934, 1108 were
later arrested...- of the 139
members and candidates of
the party Committes
ot the 68, that
s T0% later arrested
As e |
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fighting for, what needs to

" having got it, how to keep
revolutionary party must aspire
iment of the ultimate aim.
may be slow and undoubtedly
we will learn more from the
ed from maeking them by the
Central Comittee.

ment as well ns in semi-| the complete mutation of
official  orgenisations  such | soclalism which |s Stalinism,
8s trade unions, farm groups] On the surface then the
and mass organisations, As | revolutionary  lefts  united
in Russia the role model| condemnation of the Chinese
for the revolutionary party | regime (s both deserved and
became the role model for | accurate, in reality it s
the revolutionary state: reg- | simply @ smear, an excuse
imented, disciplined, ultra- | rather than a real explanat-
centralist - despotic. Mao | lo™ @ Cconvenient lable to
always maintained that with- | Put distance
In the national society there
should be & central supreme
authority, & “centre" with
overwhelming  decision-making (bureaucrat/stalinist) s npec-
power. Naturally he meant | ®5%ry because they heve all
himself. In 1949 Mao held | @dopted similar pyramid lbke

secret police, mass commun-

ing =nd remoulding soclety
and the people to an extent
in Chinese history.
in fact a laboratory of mass

As we have seen there were

to in later years by slither-
ing sycophants as our “belov-
ed leader”, "wisest and great-
"as radiant as the

pronounced that "the thought
of Mao Tse Tung Is the sun
life, and the source

# one-time successor to Mao

T

or A
similar grotesque distor-
tions of soclalism

ending logically in the absol
ute rule of one individual | revolutionary left and  the
at the very top, The party
substitutes itself for the
role of the class, the central
committee for the rule of
the party and finally il | the enemy, the ruling class,
power s Invested In the
individual In control of the | Gisciplined and centralised,
central committee, Respond- | It con only defest the enemy
ing to a gratitational pull | If 1t too Is organised, discip-
the dictatorship of the party | lined and centralised”. In
cannot avold ending in a | Other words, to defest the

personal  dictatorship. For
instance, during the period
between 1931-35, the period | “PICh You are trying to re-
|

?n Rlllr:l::“ Lhe"'a.rfl‘t'm?:\.:: volution, the easy bit, is
Year-Plan took place without it mot obwvious (and history
Scalin the need to | Mes demonstrated this time
even consult the highest | #0d time n) that the
authority In the coumtry, party elite the new reg-
the Sovi but

o relatively short
period of time society once

ist?, A stalinist is sn indivig- | Party  but
ual who would spprove or | I defence
sock to defend as necessary | MANY. Would
mwmﬂg
-nd&nwhm'
Rutsla or Chins, in essence

i

uished company.
Consider this quote from Frederich Engels in 1888,
Socialism was In 1847 a middle class movement,
Ism a working class movement. Soclalism was on
inent at least respectable. Communism was the
ite as owr notion from the very beginning was
emancipation of the working class must be the

1

i
Al

g
2
¥

What is undeniably true s that, of the myriad groups strug-
gling blindly for existence on the left Red Action stands
alone slightly apart, visibly unique still regarded by many
as a phenomenon. Some would no doubt say a regrettable
one at that.

i

For our own part we are fully aware of our
as they are self-evident sharing as we do, probably In
equal measure, the virtues and vices of our class. However
we have never claimed to be the finished prodwct, being
merely aspiring "communists”, but Instinctive revolution-
aries, We do not wish to rise the working class or

the working class,

t the working class but
o; course talk is cheap so all we nsk Is thet people

as we now judge others - NOT BY WHAT WE SAY Bl
BY WHAT WE DO.

between them-
selves and the recent atroc-

ity in Tisnanmen Squere.
This exercise in name calling

the Chalrmanship of the “democratic centralist™ party
Chinese communist party structures themselves. They
central committee, the polit- | 8re therefore hamstrung In
buro, the central secretariat, | thelr analysis and criticlsm

the peoples republic, the | bY their veryown attachment
revolutionary military council
and the national peoples
congress. Democratic central-
Ism as a system has very

to the ideclogy responsible
for the disasters,
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volutionary left. The fasc will only have
where the left is weak, and it is precisely those who are
disillusioned with the system that can and Indeed %
be won over if any lasting progress is to be made.
Republican Party in W.Germany boast that their base of
support lies in the bottom third of society, formerly the
natural constituency of the revolutionary left, so that Is
where the real responsibility lies. The success of the radic-
al right is determined above all by the absence of a left-
wing alternative In, and representative of, the communities
of the working class, The second point the article goes
on to make is that the extremists can use the race issue
because it has such a powerful influence to win a wider
sudience, but “there is little point in dealing with the
visible symptoms while ignoring the racist growth at the
heart of the body politic.”

In other words there is little point in dealing with the
likes of the highly visible Blood and Honour while the
Tories have installed racist immigration laws. This argum-
ent is confused and contradictory, becuuse earlier they
had explained how the far-right had, at different times,
in Britain(NF), FrancelLePen) and, more recently, W.Ger-
many(REP), forced racism on to the national agenda. "I
think there is a feeling that the big political parties have
not been talking sbout this (Immigration). In my view that
is one thing that is driving people to the National Front.
They do not agree with the objectives of the National
Front, but they say at least they are talking about some
of the problems, Now we are a big political party, if we
do not want people to go to extremes, and | do not, we
must show that we are prepared to deal with it."

(Margaret Thatcher, January 1978)

They are able to do this because the European contem-
poraries of the RCP, successfully ignored them until they
were too big for them to handle. The main point is that
it Is not a case of either/or, either strect fascism or state
racism, they compliment each other, being component

parts ol the same animal, as the fascists grow stronger
in the streets it Influences, encourages or indeed justifies
the introduction of the bureaucratic measures in response
to such expressions of popular support. If groups like the
NF or Blood and Honour are not confronted how can they
be beaten? If you cannot beat them when they are weak
then how can you hope to defeat them when they are
strong. If the left is not strong and determined enough
to defeat them, how is it possible to even talk of con-
fronting the State? Later in the article it suggests that
anti-fascism “implies toleration of more conventional forms
of routine racism". Are we expected to belleve that a
genuine racist could also be an, active anti-fascist? In
theory perhaps it is possible, but | have never witnessed
Tory MPs getting stuck into the Front, so we'll leave that
line of argument due to lack of space and general mag-
naminity.

They go on to suggest "that when the extreme right rep-
resents a physical threat to immigrant communities anti-
racist should organise the left and the working class to
fight.....The tradition which used to be called "introducing
them to the pavement" drove the fascists off the streets
of East London in the Thirties, it will do so again when
necessary”.

Oh well, that's allright then, we can all relax, it's in safe
hands, What complete bollocks. Apart from the fact that
they omitted to mention the Anti Nazi League in the 70's
at all. How can an organisation numbered in hundreds and
populated lagsgely by fashionable students talk so confident-
ly about “introducing anybody to the pavement when fas-
cists recrult and propagate without challenge, where racists
operate with impunity in many white working class comm-
unities throughout Britain, It Is estimated that race attacks
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FESTER AND SPREAD.
Quite apart from the fact that all the recent lessons f
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Britain than either France or W.Germany so l:“plwtlll

for growth, should the tories or the economy collapse,
Is enormous. Apert from the fact that like the
BNP, Blood and Honour and the National would at
the moment like nothing better than to be allowed to re-
structure thelr orgenisations undisturbed, Apart from all
of that, should the cloistered cadres of the RCP g0 to
any football ground, pub or building site, theywill find that
reactionary ideas have o considerable influence and it is
not restricted to expressions of anti-black/anti-immigrant
sentiment, but in relastion to the aspirations of working
class women, the war in Ireland, Clause 28, Similar neo-
fascist views already have currency among the very people
a real revolutionary left must contain and win over If any
effective challenge is ever to be mounted against the state
- the working class,

But what about the "powerful racists” In Whitehall? The
mandarins in Whitehall are not motivated by racism, ‘the
policies they implement aperate on a free-market basis
of supply and demand, if, as in the 50's, they need cheap
labour they encourage immigration, if not, they will impose
barriers to entry. In other words, they do whatever |s
politically and socially expedient, but always and only in
the interests of the class they serve. It seems obvious
that if you cannot change things at the bottom what pos-
sible hope have you of changing things at the top.

As is often the case with the left wing, having presented
the scenario as a case of either/or, either street fascism
or state racism, rejecting the former as bad and dangerous
and celebrating the other as good and true, they somehow
neglect to outline how their strategy might possibly be
Iimplemented. An oversight perhaps, more likely the analy-
sis should be seen as @ long-winded justification for their
own inactivity.

Apart from one or two small groups, the RCP clearly
speaks for what passes for the “revolutionary left” in this
country. Their complacency is both irresponsible and char-
scteristic, their indifference predictable, until they them-
selves become the victims,

By then of course, who or why should anybody else care,
ot least of all the current victims whose misery the left
can still afford to regard with an attitude of stoic impass-
Ivity,

At the time of writing three black men died in police
custody in London over one weekend, the local news re-
ported that in Stepney, E.London, over 100 Asian kids aged
from 5 upwards cannot travel the half mile to school for
fear of racist attacks; in Camden Town the council invited
mounted police to invade local estates to suppress a recent
escalation in clashes between white and Asian youth. An
anti-racist meeting in Welling, Kent organised by the local
Labour Party was broken up by the British National Party.
Nine were hospitalised.

In recognition of the need for a co-ordinated response to
the immediate issue of race attacks, Red Action has been
campaigning within Anti-Fascist Action for a new structure
to be set up to accommodate the recryits necessary, to
Implement effective counter-measures, in essence to deal
with the problems at source,

Racism is not & moral or & soclal issue, it is a class issue,

50 ultimately the only solution is a class solution.

If the opportunity is not teken now, and in anticipation
that it can only degenerate, then it is obvious that in the
Britain_of the 90's it is the new-fascisty who will be

making all the “introductions”, with the conventional left.
unable to respond except by making feeble and probably
horizontal protests.
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RED ACTION IS AN ORGANISATION FOUNDED TO WORK TOWARDS
THE ENDING OF THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM OF PRODUCTION AND
THE ESTABLISHMENT GF A SOCIALIST ONE
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UNION STRENGTH. WE SUPPORT ANY PICKET LINE IN DEFENCE OF
WORKERS LIVING STANDARDS, We support a virong organised rank and file
movement within the unions. L‘i—dlkﬂ“hm-hq-hr
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THE IRISH NATIONAL LIBERATION STRUGGLE AGAINST OUR OWN
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