ed Action

he demonstrative proof, of the Impact of the ANTI
FASCIST ACTION strategy for 1980/91 was the much
yped entrance into the arena of not one, but two major

anti-racist anti-fascist organisations, the Antl- 4
Alliance, and the Anti-Nazi-League. ——
In November 1990, st & public meeting in Whitechapel

an Anti-Fascist-Action spokesperson announced that AFA
was "setting it's own agenda.” It was predicted then that
"AFA would be the catalyst for real change. We must
through our activities force people to ask themselves which
side they are on. Over the last decade the issue of race
sttacks has effectively been ignored by both the media
and the left. It is AFA's job to highlight the hidden

A" ANL & BNP|

~==FLEE!

After only two hours In the
town, they declared that the
day was a tremendous success,
and that after a short rally,
everyone could go home, safe
in the knowledge that Rochdale
was a "Nazl-Free Zone".

T

On Saturday 15 February, the
BNP bad planned to hold a
n-unhlmﬁhtnhnd
their election campaign in the
town.

Manchester AFA learnt of this
mesting only 5 days before the
meoting was due to take

place. When AFA pointed out that

there was a very strong
We immediately released this llkelihood of the fascists
information to other asti- returning to the area within
racist groups in the North the next hour, they argued

that there would be no point

Rochdale ftown ceatre was n confronting the fascists as
taken over by nearly 500 anti- It would undermine the day's
ascists. achievements! The decision by

them to withdraw at this
Manchester AFA along with crucial point In the day was
other groups from AFA's criminally irresponsible. In
Worthern Network took over their haste to leave, they even

left behind a numbar of their
own members.!

the Brunswick pub, where the
BNP had intended to hold thelr
meeting. The landlord of the

Brunswick denied that he was Shortly after the departure of

sympathetic to the fascists, the SWP/ANL, the Nazis did
despite the [act that one of Indeed return to the town
the bar stalf was sporting a centre and attempted to

attack a group of anti-fascists.
Despite being out-numbered
the anti-fascists counter-

celtic cross, and the juke box
contained two full albums of
Screwdriver material!

attacked. The hunters became
It became clear that many the hunted!
BNP members still expected
the meeting to be held in the Ope bonehead engaged In

Brunswick as several attempted
to gain entrance Into the pub.
However, as they neared the
pub, they were approached by
geveral SWP/ANL members
who, under the watchful eyes
of Greater Manchester Police,

headlong retreat attempted to
find refuge In a taxl office.
The owner, an asian, promptly
kicked the door shut in his
face!

Later, the Brunswick pub was
warned the Nazls not to enter ,yiacked when It was learnt
the pub where AFA W8S g4 the Nazls were attempting
waiting for them. to re-group there, Again the
Nazis only managed to take
second prize (with the pub
taking third!). This must have
shaken Rochdale BNP to the
core. Not oaly was their
meeting cancelled, but they
were chased off the streets of
thelr own town and attacked
in their own pub.

While we are under no illusions
about the temporary nature of
this victory, it is a significant
opening In the battle leading
up to the general election.

No clearer political distinction
could be drawn - not least by

the [ascists themselves -
batween those like the
SWP/ANL, who proclaim a

'Nazi-Free Zone' as a political
posture and the attitude of the
militants of AFA, who accept
that It is a part of their brief
to turn the slogan into reality.

Therefore our first task anticipated "a blood bath,*
s not to unite people, but due to AFA security there|
to divide them not on racial was not @ single arrest.

black and
left and

lines  between
white or between
right, but between Fascist
and  Anti-Fascist,  militant
and moderate, the passive
and the active...

We must attempt to polarise
the whole of the working
class, Asian, Black and
White on the central issues
of race, class, justice and
equality. To first identify
and then isolate the Fascists
and thelr fellow travellers
we must divide and sub-
divide again until only two
visible political camps are
left, one racist/fascist and
the other anti-racist, anti-
fascist...

AFA's public challenge to
the BNP/NF on the streets |aunching the Youth against
of Tower Hamlets, with Racism and Fascism; crowding
the promise of violent con- jnto the centre carriages
frontation first drew the glready full to bursting,
sttention of the local and with the other contenders
national press to the question for the title of the moderate
of race sttacks. wing of the Anti-Fascist
The Unity Carnival in the Apti-Racist movement.

The twelve month strategy
culminated in a national
march on  Rememberance
1991, through the trad-
itional Fascist heartland
of Bethnal Green, approxi-
mately four thousand people
took part.

Like moths to the flame
the entire left, who in the
vast majority of cases were
predicting only weeks previ-
ously "that the Fascists
were not a problem” were
forced into a transparentley
opportunistic review. Workers
agoinst Racism, long dormant
immediately stepped up
it's msctivity. Militant also
jumped on the train as it
was leaving the  station

East End In In The impact of AFA'S strategy
:rlt:mmd spart on both left and right s

people.
While some on the left

luudnnluhdxpﬁ
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RED ACTION

accomodate
working class people within the
spectrum of the far left.

came about to

At the beginning of the year
Red action was approached by
a BBC journalist, Mary Carson
to appear on the Radio 5

programme, 'ACROSS THE BBC: How do you Implement

LINE' to go out in late your politics on the streets?

February. The following is & Do you ’mllllrale fascist

transcript of the taped marches etc?

interviaw:

BBC: Could you explain how RA: Yes we have a clear
policy of no platform [for

Red Action came about?
fascists, We don't see why, an

organisation which would seek
o deny [ree speech to others
should be allowed free speech
themselves.

RA: Red Action was formed in
the early eighties when

number of people were
axpelled from the socialist oF
Workers Party for what was
called "squadism", or In other
words organising counter gangs

BBC: Is that not inconsistent
with being an anti-fascist by

to confront the National Front 8inking to  thelr level of
on the strests. While thare terrrocism?

were clear political

diffetences, there ware also "™ No, we have nevet
pronounced ,:u“u"lslnppm! back from physical
differences. So Red Action lmme
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GLASGOW AFA
FrANnz: BNPY

Sunday, December 1 1891, saw
the BNP's assual rally i
Scotland routed by an Anti-
Fascist counter demonstration.

With less than 24 hours notice |

and acting on information
recelved by AFA, more than
150 people were moblilised. The

anti-fascists demonstrated
outside the Gallery Bar where
BNP fuhrer John  Tyndall,
Scottish organiser Stave
Cartwright, midland man John
Peacock, and north west
England organiser Ken
Henderson were already holed
up with about 20 BNP

members and security awalting
the arrival of the rest of the
Scottish contingent. They
didn't get there!

In the end, Tyndall and his
followers bad to be evacuated
through @ tusnel which runs
under the pub and the nearby
central station. Quite [itting
that they should scuttle off
like rats down sewers!

As the anti-fascists got to the
F mllmll\- fyndall and his
wera still In the
As they beal a
well dressed BNP
securitly an st his head
back ro the door to
have a panel beater's hammer
smashed in his face.
Two boneheads in the pub, in
a state of panic, attempted to
and were imn "’hal"]v'
5P| upon by the crowd. To add
insult to injury, they were also
arrested by the police who had
by now arrived in large
numbers and had blocked ofl
the busy straeet.
Seven anti-fascists ware
arrested.
As AFA and Militant nembers
kept the BNP in the pub i
the police busy, @roups of
anti-fascists chased BNP

nembers arriving for
meeting from the area.

As we walked back towards
the counter-demo at the pub,

group of boneheads were
intercepted as they ware
leaving the area. The panel

beater's hammer was again in
action! as they walked up an
alleyway In uniform, sporting
badges and swastika armbands,
four of the skins were set
upon. Christmas shoppers
walted patiently at either end

of the alley whilst the
confrontation took place. As
the fascists left the scene

with blood dripping from nasty
looking head wounds, one of
them, screaming In terror,
leapt like a cat from a 'dead’
position over a 12 foot [ence
and into oncoming

tralfie!

Other groups of I

invited to 'cor

declined by as quic “v
as possibl the opposite
direction, Those anti-fascists
arrested will appear In court
at the beginning of March.

For AFA, it was the end of a
relatively good waek of
activity. We had provided
stewards for the NUS
organised Searchlight speaking
tour, and we had provided
stewards for the Scottish Anti-
Racist demo on Saturday, 30

Novambaer,

The AFA sp
strong rally was
best recelved.

aker at the 2,000
amongst the
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VERDICT
ANTI-NA ZIHLEAGUE

After years of denying that
the fascists were a significant
threat, the SWP has surprised
everyone, especially its own
members, by re-launching the
ANL. Only a few months ago,
the SWP paper was dismissing
the lascists as “lsolated
fanatics”, not worthy of the
attention of the proletarian
vanguard, The ANL Mark 2
presumably signals a re-think.
The fascists are to ba seen as
a significant threat after all -
as  Red Action has long
insisted. In a presumably not
unrelated development, Militant
have launched, - walt for It -
'Youth Against
Fasclsm'. This too,
ARA and the ANL stands for,
"a unifled campaign against
raclsm and fascism". Militant
speak of the
"united action to confront
raclsm - not In-fighting." So
what could be more natural to
form their own front
organisation rather than join
with the already proven non-
sectarian, democratic and
elfective programme of Anti-
Fascist Action?

There are two  principal
components that  distinguish
AFA's strategy against the
fascists from that of other
left groups. The first Is the
putting Into practice of the
slogan "No Platform for
Fascists®. The second Is the
Insistence that the

represeal a qualitatively
different threst compared to
the bourgeois parties and their
state structures. Not all forms
of capitalist reaction are
Identical In the danger they
represant to the working class.
One consistent thread uniting
the theories of the principal
playars on the left, the SWP,
Militant and the RCP (and
their front organisation,
Workers Agalnst Racism), s
their claim that soclalists
should concentrate their
energles on [ighting the racist
'system'  and  its Tory
representatives. This Is the
argument that state-sponsored
racism (s the key threat 1o
ethnic minorities and that the
bourgeois state itsell
(particularly in the control of
a Tory administration) is the
instrument of fascist or semi-

fascist raclal policles. As
Eddie Provost of the SWP
claims:

"What Red Action fails to
comprehend is that the
existence of [fascists s
endemic to the capitalist

system itself."

It is tempting to say that an
organisation such as the RCP,
because it has no positive base
in the working class, s
unwilling or unable to relate
even negatively to reactionary
elements within the class that

the fascists in Britain today
certainly contain. The last
thing these lifestyle Marxists

want Is to have any contact
with working class people and
thelr unsavoury habits. They
therefore Identify the
uncongenial tactic of physical
conlrontation with losing sight
of the fact that fascism s the
product of capitalism etc. But
as Trotsky points out, If this
reasoning Is sound,

"This means we have to
renounce the whole struggle,
for all contemporary evils are
‘products of the capitalist
system'"

For example, it might just as
well be argued that going on
strike for a wage rise is to
lose sight of the fact that the
‘entire system' has to be
abolished. It is a recipe (or an
excuse) for (naction, How Is
the system ever to be
attacked If the 'entire system'
has to come under attack at

necessity of g

once? Trotsky observes that:

"The fascists in  different
countries began with their
revolvers and ended by

destroying the whole ‘system’'

direct struggle for power, It is
strong enough to attempt to
beat down the working class
organisations bit by bit, to
temper its bands In its

of workers' org tions. How
alse to check the armed
offensive of the enemy If not
by armed defence In" order, In
our turn, to go over to the
offensive?™

This  analysis  recalls the
Stalinist  position of the
Thirties according to which
{ascism and bourgeols
democracy are "twins" and
consequently should be equally
opposed. Like other ultra-left
positions, It appears o
represent the pltch of
revolutionary commitment.

is a cop-out. As
"it Is a policy
invented to paralyse  the
working class”. It Is a method
of screening reformist politics,
abstract propaganda work (for
axample the ANL's new slogan
'Never Again') and the polltlcs
of and '

-m\ revolutionary  sounding
rhetoric. The rhetoric s
famillar to all of us. How
many articles and leaflets have
told us that the fascists must
be ‘"crushed”, "smashed" or
"destroyed” when everyone
knows, the fascists best of all,
that the organisations that
deliver such ringing phrases
are being chased off their
paper sales, leaflottings,
meetings and conferences
avery week! The slogan, "The
Torles are the real enemy"
means in effect, "Leave the
fascists alone” (and hope they
leave you alonel)

practice It
Trotsky sald,

Even worse then this, it means
relying on the state to contain
the fascists as did reformists
In both Italy and Germany
during the rise of Mussolini
and Hitler, It means relying on
police lines to protect you
from [fascist thugs when you
chant, "police protect the
fascists". It means calling the
police to remove fascists when
they disrupt your paper sale. It
means, as at Bermondsey,
relying on the riot police to
batter a path for you from an
estate that would otherwise
tear your heads off, as you
chant, "Who are the fascists?
The police are the [asclsts"!

But fascism Is mot idestical
with bourgeols democracy. Nor
Is it just a case, as has
already happened in France
and Is now happening here,
that fascism provides the
Impetus and pretext to drive
the bourgeols state to
Increasingly reactionary
postures. It Is primarily, as
Trotsky put It, a "battering
ram", and "a rator In the
hands of the class enemy", the

bourgeoisie, when democracy
falls in times of crisis:

"The historic  function of
fascism s to smash the
working class, destroy its
organisations, and stifle
political liberties when the
capitalists  find  themselves

unable to govern and dominate
with the help of democratic
machinery."

Trotsky explains:

"To struggle, it Is necessary to
conserve and strengthen the
instrument and the means of
struggle - organisations, the
press, meetings, etc. Fasclsm
threatens all of that directly
and immediately."

Fascism does not have to be
in the position of Immediately
advancing towards state power
to effectively crush the
political organisation of the
working class. Even where,

"It s still too weak for the

ks, and to spread dismay
and lack of confidence in their
forces In the ranks of the
workers."
The beginning of this process
is precisely what we are
witnessing In Britain today,
and which Is well under way in
other parts of Europe. All
those who oppose the physical
struggle against fascism, as
Trotsky rightly says, its
"unconscious halper
"Nothing

much as flabby pacifism on

the part of the workers'
organisations.”

It is no secret that the
'revolutionary socialist’

organisations mentioned In this
article are fond of quoting the
scriptural  authority of the
Bolsheviks. Indeed, as we have
already seen, Trotsky has much
to say on the subject of
fighting fascism, yet it is not
rated a mention in the
polemics of the traditional
left. Why this omission? In the
Immortal words of Sherlock
Holmes, it Is the case of the
dog that did mot bark in the

Trotsky doesn't say that you
must march against the racism
of the bourgeols establishment.
He doesn't say that you must
lobby Trades counclls, enlist
'key people’ In the Trades
Unions, or even organise in the
colleges. He says,

"Proletarian

detachments must exist and be
educated, traised, and srmed.”
Disarming

"newspaper

the fascists with
articles alone |Is

Fighting  sauads

impossible.

without agitation. 1t s

Inconcelvable without pickets
who..use persuasion, but when
obliged, use force. The strike
is the most elementary form

of the class struggle which
always combines, In varying
proportions, |

b |
methods ysical
methods... He ﬂ’.l of
renouncing  physical struggle
must renounce all struggle...
[RA's emphasis]"

This will not be a populsr
thought amongst the white-
collar cadres of the

Militant or the SWP, bat that
cannot be helped. Physical

with
who

movement agalnst the lllllnl
will n be In @ position to
take fight to them."
umun claim thet,
"The fasclsts should be
prevented from  organising,
mesting and  demonstrating
through the mobilisation of as
many people as possible.”
That's fine, but what
don't ask is how it is that If
you can't organise even a
lcally weak t,
you can ever expect to arrive
at a strong one. The argument
for 'mass' defence - all or
nothing - then becomes in
practice an argument for no
defence, Without determined
action and from the
left, how are the 'masses'
ever to be involved or
organised? Trotsky correctly

we saw Trotsky refer
above? How else s
working class to defend itsell?
Sadly this
means, as Trotsky

himsell puts It:
"la other they [the

words:
ncl.lu-l can oaly hide

The long-term danger facing
the working class In
contemporary circumstances
was also identified by Trotsky.
He analyses the social basis of
fascism In the following way
(in this Instance he has Italian
fascism in mind):
"It Is a plebelan movement In
origin, directed and financed
by big capitalist powers. It
issued forth [rom the petty
bourgeolsie, the slum
proletariat, and even to an
extent from the proletarian
masses.”
He recognises the petty
bourgeoisie as the “genuine
basis" of fascism. It is this
class that, under conditions of
crisis may be recruited by a
strong and confident
i but alternatively,

confrontation is  mot an acknowledges that without the
optional auxiliary to support of the masses @
educational work or an combat detachment is nothing,
external aspect of "But without organised combat
revolutionary politics: detachments, the most heroic
"Physical struggle s only masses will be smashed bit by
'snother means' of the bit by the fascist gangs. It Is
political  struggle. It is nomsense to counterpose the
Impermissible to oppose one to militla to self-defence. The
the other since It Is Impossible militla Is an organisation of
to check at will the political self-defence.”

struggle when It transforms

Itself, by force of Inner But wouldn't such organisation
necessity, Into a physical mean “provocation” of the
struggle.” fascists? As Tlotllr says, lhll

is an "ab
Abstract work on

the anti-fascist front amongst
left organisations Is a reality.
In the inimitable words of the
RCP in November's "Living
Marxism":

"The return to prominence of
traditional themes about race
- albeit In new forms -
presents us with Important
Intellectual challenge.”

Sounds like the theorists of
the BNP are In for & pretty
hard timel "Workers News",
the paper of the Workers
International League, hammers
home the same point;

"If small groups of antl-
fascists see their onmly role as
& physical one they will repeat
all the mistakes of the KPD
(German Communist Party) but
without even the forces It
could command.”

Educational work doesn't need
defending since no-one s
attacking it. AFA has always
stood for Ideclogical and
physical confrontation and has
put this into practice. But
despite the formal eummltmnt
of many left orga ns to

"Liberalism has always sald to
the workers that by their class
struggle they ‘provoke' the
reaction.”

It is the philosophy, be aﬂu
out, of Tolstoy and Candhl but
never of Marx and Leain.

in the absence of such a soclal
force,

"counter revolutionary despair
embraces the petty bourgeols
mass with such a force that it
draws behind it many sections
of the proletariat.”

The situation is this:

"The petty bourgeols could
Why does this arg based fle itsell
on provocation, as If the :hc growing prlnmm ir ll. hu
fascists were so many wasp's the conviction that  the

nests sleeping peacefully until
some idiot pokes them with a

stick, find so much (favour
with ‘revolutionary’
organisations? Trotsky
points directly to the real
motivation:

"It is nonsense to say that In
itsell the organisation of the
militia leads to adventures,
provokes the enemy, replaces
the political struggle by
physical struggle etc. In
these phrases there is nothing
but political cowardice.”

He adds, and all the evid

all responsible

proletariat is in a position to
lead It onto a new road. But
If the revolutionary party, In
spite of @& class struggle
becoming incessantly more
accentuated, proves incapable
of uniting the working class
about it, If it vacillates,
becomes confused, contradicts
itself, then the petty
bourgeoisie looks upon the
revolutionary workers as those
for its own
misery."”

And In this way, 8 mass basis

is

backs him wup to the hilt,
where a policy of physical
confrontation is properly
impl d, "the recrul

the policy of no plltlom for

g(' new fascist bands will

for fascl d - as has
already happensd in France
and may happen elsewhere In
Burope. With the present world
recession being accepted even
by the Ideologists of the

fascists, phy tion
is sot » reality. Many and
legion are the arguments
presented for not organising
for the physical aspect of the
struggle, They are flamiliar to
Red  Actlon. Trotsky too
encountered, and  enswered,
them all.

The pacifists on the left claim
that "mass sell defence™ Is
the answer - without |In
Trotsky's farmulnlon. 'comhu
isations' or
cadres’'. Thus
Outlool argues
when, "we have

'MIIIM
that only
a strong

parably more

difficult.”

Next, the tactics of physical

confrontation are sald to be
lpproprlltl only to
re sl i

Trotsky llllllfl,

"This profound argument means
that the workers must permit
themselves to be slaughtered
untll the situation becomes
revolutionary...The alternative
depends above all on whether
the advanced workers will
allow themselves to be
attacked with Impunity and
defeated bit by bit or will
reply to every blow by two of
thelr own, arousing the
courage of the oppressed and
uniting them around their
banner. A revolutionary
situation does not fall from
the skies. It takes form with
the active participation of the

revolutionary class and Its
party."
The proponents of 'mass

defence' against the incursions
of the fascists, then maintain
that physical response by what
Trotsky terms "combat
detachments” (and what the
SWP terms ‘'squadism') s
harmful because it divides the
detachments from the masses.
He answers:

"But why then are there
Independent armed detachments
among the fascists who are
not cut off from the
reactionary masses but who
arouse the courage and
embolden those masses by
their well-organised attacks?"

In the present circumstances
there are few who would deny

that the fascists are highly
successful In creating a racist
periphary amongst large
sections of the working class
precisely through the tactic of
determined and  aggressive
action by relativaly small

numbers of individuals. It

isie itsell as the worst
since the Thirties and the
original rise of fascism, it I
possible that the conditions of
severe  soclal crisis  are
developing.

Is there anyone who would
deny that the working classes
within advanced capitalism are
unorganised as an Independent
political force and are, on »
mass scale, effectively
politically disenfranchised? A
vacuum exists amongst the
most unstable elements of the
working class  which  the
fascists are willing and able to
fill. An electoral base for
fascism within sections of the
petty bourgeoisie is then
visible on the political horizon
- the BNP's wet dream. Only
determined and  concerted
action from the left, and It
must be sald, of @& kind
unprecedented In recent
decades, can avert the danger
of » mass base for [ascist
politics, They must be met
with direct and coherent
action now. The central
argument s really very simple:
so simple, Trotsky put it In
the form of a fable and which
provides a [itting conclusion:

"A cattle dealer once drove
some bulls to the

B! A
arrived with his sharp knife.
"Let us close ranks and kill
the butcher with our horns"
suggested one of the bulls.

“"But In what way is the
butcher any worse than the
dealer who drove us here?"
replied the bulls [who had
been reading Living Marxism].

"But we shall be able to
attend to the dealer
afterwards!" “Nothing doing"
replied the bulls, firm in thelr
principles. "You are trylng,
from the left, to shield our
enemies - you are a soclal

butcher yourself."
And they refused
ranks."

to close



Dear Red Actlon

We were concerned to read
your [ront page story on the
AFA march in Bethnal Green
in your last paper (number
61). Ordinarily we would not
worry about It but we had to
comment about the (factual
mistakes about Class War In
the article.

The Class War Federation has
always been active against
m and fascism (going back
years before we became a
federation)-as you wall know
members of both our
organisations have stood many
times together on the streets
to attack the BNP and NF. At
our recent National Conference
in Bristol we renewed our
commitment to campaigns to
drive the fascists out of
working class communities.
Class War groups all over the
country are affillated to AFA

and London Class War has
taken part in many AFA
activities.

Your report of the trouble on
the march itsell owes more to
the TV reports than to what
actually happened! The fight
did not start because of the
pensioner waving her white
hanky around as you say, but
the result of some over-
eager coppers trying to arrest
two marchers for standing on
a traffic bollardl Our section
of the march attacked the
cops and [reed the people who
they nicked. A small pitched
battle followed, with the cops
trapped against a wall taking
casualties. The intervention of
a TSG (wearing NATO riot
helmets) led to a lot of
pushing and shoving across the
road with the marchers trying

to rescue people from the
cops.
In the middle of all this an

AFA stoeward came up to me
and asked why the march had
stopped. | told him to look
behind him and as he turned a

= BY PROXY!

scrum of marchers and cops
almost knocked him over! Far
from the AFA stewards being
aware of the trouble and
"saving us", half of them
didn't even know what was
happening! We have nothing
but contempt for the SWP-led
contingent who cruised through
the middle of the scrap telling
everyone to get out of their
way because we were spoiling
"their" march.

The division of our class by
racism and fascism must be
attacked on all fronts, and we
have always been active in
every way we can. It's more
Important than ever, with the
rise of racism across Europe
and diversions appearing llke
the re-launched  Anti-Nazi-
League, that working class
people unite to fight the real
enemies.

For Class War NOT Race War,

Nell
for London Class War

REPLY :
Red Action
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Joe Reilly

WORKING CLASS
VALUES

Dear Red Action

Here's a collection of papers,
news clippings that you and
your RA comrades may or may
not find interesting, (by the
way on the subject of the
group you recently expelled
from AFA, the RIL, their US
sister group, the RWL s
currently In, shall we say,
deep shit! The local NBC TV
affiliate channel four recently
exposed the fact that a local

spokesman for NAMBLA
("National Men-Boy Love
Assoclation" Le. a group of
paedophiles!) was convicted

last summer (no frame-up) on

@ child molestation charge
(given probation) That
spokesman was Mick Palmer,

of the RWL. A few days later

lon  Martin  Luther King's
birthday) NAMBLA had a rally
in  front of channel four
protesting the "witch-hunt".
(The main group supporting
NAMBLAC was RWL. A
NAMBLA attorney, Ellesn
Schriff, told the assembled
press that she was for the

abolition of all age of consent
laws, that kids ware able to
say yes or no "from the time
they were able to talk!" This
sick woman Is also a leader of
the RWL. A group of working
class counter-demonstrators

(including the local leader
of the anarcho-syndicalist
IWWw) protested against

NAMBLA and then a group
of 'skinhead' fascists showed
up  with signs like "death

to child molesters®,

Thelr leader told the media
"We want a return to working
class values that Communists,
Jews and faggots have taken
away-just look at them!"
There was some shouting but
no serious confrontation.

The fascists (uncertain what
group) got some [favourable
publicity out of this., One local
woman unfon leader (who Is
bi-sexual and very supportive
of gay rights but who condems
NAMBLA) told me that the
nazi's came off sounding much
better than these RWL lefties
even with their indefensible
stance. Also the [fascist
spokesman scored some points
with  their rhetoric  about
"working class values®, and on

a very superficial (but alas,
very American note) the
fascists (and especially their
spokesman) looked very
physically fit and the women
nazi's were pretty and the
men were conveniently
handsome, whereas tne
NAMBLA and RWL for the
most part looked llke shit!).
The Jew=-balting would
particularly off-set the
fascists's appeal (Anti-

Semitism is not widespread In
the US working class) but,
sadly the red-balting fsn't
unpopular,

Stan
San Fransico

SINN FEIN

Dear Red Action

On  behall of the Wolle
Tone Society, | would like
to  take this  opportunity

to thank you for your hard

work and support for the
Justice  For Dessie Ellis
Campaign,

It was decided that us Dessie
's case has come to a succe-
ssful conclusion, the campaign
should become a basis for
an Anti-Extradition committee
At the first AEC meeting
on 10 December, | was
asked to provide a full report
and analysis of the Dessie
Ellis Campaign in order
to identify the many positive
aspects  of the campaign
and also the areas in which

we were not so productive
and why they were not
S0,

The objective of this report
is to formulate a comprehens-
lve strategy for the Anti-
Extradition committee, and
to maximise it's effectiveness
In order to produce as full
a report as possible, | would

appreciate  any  comments
you wish to express about
the Dessie Ellis Campaign,

It time for....

Hi there Red Action

So where are you? Normally |
buy your wonderful publication
from the bookshop on Atlantic
Road in sunny Brixton, but I've
not seen it since the Sept/Oct
Issue 60. Hurry up and get
'em in lads, its really
depressing reading the watered
down, sickly shade of 'red'
papers - minus the action that
Is.

Do you want some |deas? The
first is that you produce RED
ACTION monthly, This has to
be a priorityl In terms of
content: perhaps you could go
back to basics for Ideological
dumb~dumbs like mysell and
perhaps divide up your 'Theory
And Practice' centre page Into
three or four pleces and
explain stulf like - what are
the mechanics of capitalism
and Imperialism and what Is
surplus value ete, ete.

1 think maybe also you could
become leading reporters of
struggles that the left Ignore
and the mainstream distort.
I'm thinking particularly of
Peru and Euskadi, which only
AP/RN seem to report on- but
also the forgotten struggles of

Latin  Americans and black
Americans....what s all that
New Africa business??? While

I'm on a role here (halhal) |
think you should pile into the
Left a bit more - not only
those SWP gits but some of
the lesser known bands llke
'Red Rebel' - and what about
the 'Spartacist League'?! Are
they CIA or not? They're all

bloody Americans, middie
class, well educated
Americans, doing full time
political work and  with no
visable source of income.
While I'm at it,
"Searchlight' el What are
they at?l "Send your UB40"?

Have these people never heard
of the Special Branch - secret
police or mall surveillance?
Why don't they just say: "Send
your UB40's to Scotland Yard,
inform them you are an anti-
fascist and probably don't like
police too much!"

Well I've got to sign off now
my anti-fascist (friends. 1
must say though, that like
mysell, there are a lot of
people who really respect you
what you'rs about and what
your doing. You've got the
potential to bulld In the
WORKING CLASS. Fuck the
SWP and the rest, they're
students, liberals, etc, being
‘radicals' for 3 years In order
to talk about It for the next
30, For them resistance Is an
option, for wus It Is simply
taking care of business. What
have the left to offer the
youthful victims of Thatcher?

It's time for ACTION
the action is REDI!!

= and

from the wviewpoint of your
organisation.

I will endeavour to include
all viewpoints in the report,
Beir Bua,

Sean Collins,

Wolfe Tone Society

(Working in support of Sinn
Féin

HERO &....

Dear Red Action

| was pleased to see the
thought provoking article on
"Trotsky-The False Prophet"”,
in the last edition of the
paper.

While | tend to agree with the
general tenor of the article,
that is to say that the events
between 1918-1927 would not
have been substantially
different If  Trotsky had
managed to supplant or oust
Stalin, It must also be pointed
out that this was only one
period of his life and in
order to obtain a rounded
picture of Trotsky the revol-
utionary, one needs to look
ot his life as a whole,

For example, his writings at
the turn of the century,
especially "Permanent

Dear Comrades

After being attracted to your
paper, from seeing your
stickers throughout the streets
of Glasgow, | managed to get
a copy.

Your attitude towards the BNP
is correct, 1 agree totally with
your viewpoint, that we must
organise In our working class
communities to
fascism/racism, Certainly, the
way to do this Is by effective|
planning, bullding local anti-
fascist groups, promoting @
campaign that will achieve our
aim of [fighting fascism,
hopefully for the last time.

In supporting your viewpoint on
the Republican movement and

the state sponsored zealots in
the Workers Party (if that's
still their name). 1 enjoyed
your article on that
respectable politiclan Pronsias
De Rossa-the ultimate
hypocrite.

One factor 1 can't understand
Is the obsession with the SWP.
Surely there is enough
instances of elfective anti-
fascist work taking place, that
would be far more interesting
and useful tham a continual
reference to another political
organisation. Accepting that
thare are political differences,
is it not more advantageous to
minimise this, especially In
terms of the limited space
available in the paper.

Tha only gain
increasing hostility,
ex-SWP'ers Into

who will write
letters of abuse;

that get wus? It
diversion fromthe main task,
especially to those being
Introduced to political activity.

| can see,

your group
hysterical
Where does
Is also a

The statement that the SWP
are after "the same thing" as
the police and journalists from
The Sun, C'mon, things have
got to be kept In perspective.

With the commitment to make
sure that Bermondsey doesn't
happen again, that's what the
fight Is all about and that's
why Red Action has got to
take on the role of building
this base to fight the nazi's.

| wil continue to read Red
Actlon and circulate it as
widely as possible,

M. Brown

combat |

| , updated Marxism
and allowed it to be applied to
Russian soclety at a time when
most Marxists thought
revolution in Russla was
decades I not centuries away.

Furthermore there was Trotsky
the General, the man who
created and led the Red Army
to victory against all odds.

Finally, one needs to look at
the last period of his life
when eventually he began to
expose  Stalinism and it's
consequence and pointed out
the dangers of falling to
oppose the rise of fasclsm,.

Trotsky was no god or icon

TROTSKY

charge that they (unwittingly)
created Stalinism. According to
this, the decimation of the
ussian proletariat in the civil
+ the pressure of the
Western  Powers' Intervention
in support of the White Army
and the [fallure of revolution
to spread to the advanced
industrialised nations, all
contributed to the isolation
of the Soviet Union and
it's decline into "state capit-

alism" and buresucratic
dictatorship, They couldn't
abandon the Revolution-

It was a sad but inevitsble
process,

Even allowing for the claim
that the Bolsheviks were
forced by popular will into the
un-marxist position of making
a proletarian revolution in a
backward country (although it
was they, not the spontaneous
mass of workers, soldiers and
peasants, who decided to storm
the Winter Palace), this Is still
a post-hoc justification. By the
end of 1919 the German
revolution was clearly dead,
along with | leaders, while
Red Clydeside and the Rhondda
didn"t look any more
promising. There was no hope
left on the horizon for a real
proletarian revolution of the
kind predicted by Marx.

So the goes, with
practically no proletariat
surviving in the whole of
Russia (and none at all in
Kronstadt, we're reliably
informed); In charge of a
medieval empire of millions of
peasants and every other stage
of soclal development, right
back virtually to the Stone

story

and it is to Red Action's Age; the Bolsheviks decided to
credit that you, unlike so 8it tight and consolidate thelr
many other groups have gains, They disemboweled the
pointed this out. It is this soviets, the trade unions, the
abllity to analyse the mistakes co-operatives and  repealed
of past and present progressive family and sexual
te y mo ts which legisl before moving on
will allow us to bring a to destroy all their former

redefined version of Marxism
back to prominence, a version
which has relevance to the
1990's.

P Small
London

«VILLIAN

Dear Red Action,

Here's a reply to the critique
of Red Action recently
published In 'Workers Power'.

While | agree with the writer's

agsertion that RA cannot
reject Lenin's version of the
"Dictatorship of the
Proletariat' without rejecting

Marx too, | feel closer to your
position than to theirs.
Perhaps you'll see light
eventually.

the

The "denegrated workers'
state” concept, as held by SWP
and similar groups, is
neccessary to defend Lenin,
Trotsky and co from the

Dear Red Action

Enclose E£2.00 postal order [or
125 Red Action stickers, as at
present I'm in  [inancial
difficulties, When you send
them, could you please send It
in a plain brown envelope so
my parents do not find out,
thanks.

I. Pinner
Plaistow

London

Impressed !

Dear Red Action

| must say I'm very impressed
by your paper. I've heard your
name mentioned In Searchlight
(yes 1 subscribe) and The
Leninist (yes, that too) but

Glasgow

allies. All this to preserve
"the dictatorship of the
proetariat”-that  means by

which this now extinct working
class would "consolidate It's
own rule” in "the transition to
the abolition of all classes and
to the classless soclety".

"Neaver mind", say the
proletariat (because the Party
Is the volce of the
proletariat), “carry on the
revolution without us. We'll
catch up later, when we've
been re-invented!" Curious

though. If the proletariat |s
the creation of capitalist
power-relations, then there
couldn't have been a
proletariat after the Revolution
was complete-only free
workers, So how was It that
their state degenerated as they
regenerated? Marxism works In
mysterious ways It's wonders
to perform!

Yours Fraternally

R Skerman
Exeter

5
that was about it. 1 got your
et | brown envelope! sioncon " i s

literally months trying to find
it (he reads Open Polemic).l
have read a lot of "lefty"
papers over the last few years
and most of them are dire
(don't ask me which s the
worst). The only one's that
are any good in my opinion
are "The Leninist® (by a long
shot), Fight Racism! Fight
Imperlalism! (although the RCG
do sweet F.A. about fighting
either), Direct Action, and
now your's.

I'd like to read more, how-
ever before | put a definate
pen to paper to give an
opinion on your political
views, Please find a cheque
for £3.00 enclosed to your
good selves to pay for a
"Red Action" subscription,
starting with issue 61, If
you could send me "The
making of Red Action",
1'd be much obliged.

N. Currld

Walsall West Midlands



'IN DEFENCE O
THE WORKING
CLASS PARTY

into existence itsell survives.

However as some academics on
both the right and left
gleefully pointed out, Marx had
also sald "Soclety as a whole
is more and more splitting into
two great hostlle camps, Into
two great classes, directly
facing each other, Bourgeolsie
and Proletariat." From the
beginning of the twentleth
century this was considered In
some circles to be a [fatal
flaw in his work, In that far
from  disappearing as he
predicted the middle classes
ware proliferate, aven
recruiting substantial sections

directly from the proletariat.
In the mid-eighties home
owning, indead sometimes

share owning skilled workers,
and even self-employed window
cleaners were welcomed within
the ambrace of this expanding
middle-class. This was
considered to be the principle
triumph of Thatcherism, the
rolling back of Soclalism, when
in the previous decades even

doctors generally the largest
group of middle class
professionals and as a result

always a reliable source of
reaction had evolved Into
salaried medicos, working

either for private or National
Health institutions Instead of
being free for service
practitioners, They had reacted
rationally to this semi-
proletarianization by adopting
proletarian forms of
organisation, In other words
they have become increasingly
unfonised, The proletarian-
Ization of the middle classes
may still be far from complete
or Inevitable but to the new
right this was further evidence
of soclety moving in a specific
direction.

Thatcherism which was
referred to as the 'ideclogy of

not as a consequence of the
working class becoming more
middle class, but as a response
to ruling class alarm @&
increasing sections of the
middle class being swallowed
up by the working class. Her
for belag was to retard

and reverse the matural course
of bourgeois society

More specifically when Marx
talked of the middle classes
sinking Into the proletariat It
was mot a prediction, but an
analysis drawn from the
tendencyol the middle classes
of the day, small industrialists,
merchants, artisans, peasants
"to decline because thelr small
capital does not suffice for
the carrying out of large scale
Industry and succumbs in
competition with the larger
Capitalist partly b thelr

Chase fifty years sarlier. "The
sutomatic process, continually
displaces the manual worker..
becomes of the class
the
masses without @
plant... When the development
proceeds to a certaln point
which we may or may not
have reached, the whole
Marxist thesis stands In need
of substantial revision,”

While the tendency under
Capitalism is for direct manual
l‘-huul to disappear as the

skills are rendered worthless

de '] principle of
production and the labourer s

by new hods of p

thus the  proletariat Is
recruited from all classes of
the population.”

uce to a subordinate
though still indispensable
aspect, being recast In the
role of caretaker or regulator
to the production process

Itself, if as Marx golnhl out
as early as 1847 “the whole

class of wage workers were to
be  abolished owing to
machinery how dreadful that
would be for capital which
without wage labour classes to
be capitall” Increasing
automation does dispense with
direct mass  labour, wmnd
reduces the expenditure of
energy to a minl This

that his thinking Is middle
class In some sense, but he Is
slso less restrained by the
norms of middle class
respectability. So just because
he's acquired a middle class
lifestyle doesn't alter In the
slightest, the fact that as a
wage slave he will continue to
be exploited. On top of that If
he wants to retain what he
has acquired he will still have

The real and existing danger
which Marx and Engels, saw as
the main problem to the end,
was the fight against the
student  bourgeols

and reform minded individuals
who in the absence of a
suitable party, are attracted to
the workers movement by the
consistent  demonstration of
integrity, vitality and courage.
However in doing so, they do
not cut loose from
their own class, but have the
effect of cutting the workers
perty free from it's anti-
quated class struggle found-
stions and then proceed
to remodel it into the type

of middle class reformist
party they prev' itly wanted
but_lacked,

The Rotten Spirit

In the last decade of the
century the revolutionary
workers organisations like the
Soclal Democratic Party of
Germany of which Marx and
Engels were members has long
ceased to exist. The radical
workers deserted to the left,
alter the political breakdown

to fight, with bis class and not of 1814, while the majority
against it. stayed loyal "to the

Democratic Socialist Party of
The Communist Manifesto reform." In 1859, it made
states thst the  Socialist formal, what it had long ago
M Is the of b nd d that it

the immense majority, It does
not mean that everybody must
first be a certified proletarisn,
but the movement would
include those other sections of
soclety, which it would have
to seek as allles namely those
other sections of society, when
In similar circumstances would
be drawn to It and behind It.
The working class are the only
revolutionary class, for though
other classes may at times be
alienated from the system, as
& result of bankruptcies,
repossessions; the  political

will rebound to the advantage
labour, indeed
the condition for i
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What Marx emphatically did
right

In the meantime
it Increases the control of
those subordinate but still
indispensable workers remaining
who literally have the levers

ents formed by these

Invariably seek
solutions within the system
rather than try and form an
to It. As Marx

not say as his d

and left allege, was that all
Intermediate classes  would
disappear, indeed he pointed
out on more than one occasion
that the course of soclety
suggested the exact opposite.
In a rebuke against a right-
winger Malthaus he had this to
say. "His highest hope which
he himsell calls more or less
utoplan-is that the middle
classes may grow and that the
proletariat (the working
proletariat) may form a
relatively smaller and smaller
part of the total population
even though it grows
absolutely. This is In fact the
course of Bourgeols Society."
In the fourth volume of
Capital, he again challenged a
right wing economist Ricardo
for forgetting that "the classes
and sub classes that do not
live directly from labour
Increase and live better than
before and the number of
unproductive workers Increases
as well," The actual course of
Capitalist Soclety s then
according to Marx, that the
mass of the middle or
Intermediate class grows and
the relative proportion of the
proletariat to the total
population decreases.

The primary reason that the
new right, cheered on the
apparent ascent of manual
workers Into the new middle
class while quietly despairing
at the sinking of prominent
sections of the middle classes
into the proletariat was their
acceptance of another related
myth of their own Invention
l.e. that the revolution was to
be made by oaly the
proletariat, that in itsell forms
an overwhelming majority of
soclety. So by their reckoning
the prospect of revolution had
been rendered redundant and

with it the Ideas of class
struggle and Communism, all
now reassuringly obsolete; or

so they hoped.

A varlation on this theme was
also propagated by the now
defunct  Communist Party
journal 'Marxism Today.' Their
theory of post-fordism which
they belleved they invented In
1983 was put over more
concisely by a certaln Stuart

AT A NATIONAL

IN 1888, AFTER TAKING A

CONFERENCE
LONG HARD LOOK AT THE FAR LEFT, GENERALLY THE

mmwnmm‘
ORGANISATION ON THE LEFT COULD BE CONSIDERED
TO BE AUTHENTICALLY

REVOLUTIONARY

of power in their hands, No
other class has this choice.
Though Marx did acknowledge
that the intermediate classes
would grow, he also insisted
that this middle class would
forfeit Its significance as an
independent economic social
strata would fade, lose its
cohesiveness, shape and
identity and In times of crisis
be increasingly forced towards
one or other of the two polar
and antagonistic classes In
soclety.Some would shade Into
the working class proper, while
at the opposite end another
fragment, living off a retainer
skimmed from revenue
"increases the security of the
upper ten thousand.”

As always the lines of class
demarcation are  constantly
changing, and are continually
being withdrawn.

The working class of today is
not now and never was an
homogenous whole but s
populated by different strata;
"sew minted * who
were yesterdays middle classes,

with them as
they do the associated
aspirations, illusions and
bigotries of that class which
Inevitably leaves them more
vulnerable to manlpulation in
crisis, than the more
experienced worker, Equally a
skilled worker may own his
own home, send his children to
college and aspire to leave his
class, is still due to his
objective position more
alienated "from the ruling
ideas of the ruling classes
which define the respectabl

bringing over

exclusively

So unlike all other classes it Is
only the working class proper
In pursuit of its own Interests
that can and must confront
the system to achieve Its
alms,

With the demarcation lines
blurring at either end and the
proletariat exclusively cast as
the one In which the
revolutionary Interests  of
soclety are concentrated the
conclusion drawn by many on
the left is that for the
revolutionary party to be truly
representative It must aspire
to accommodate all elements
within socisty that expresses a
desire for change,

A view pot shared

Politically
Intellectuals, who had broken
with thelr own class were
welcome, but Invariably these

educated

limits by which any opposition
expresses |ts disapproval, If
the same workers on a picket
line has to be restrained from
bashing a scab, it does not
necessarily contradict the fact

were p 1 cases. Of
Course there was no rule of
thumbd for distinguishing them
from the bourgeols intellectual,
except through the independent
scrutiny of each and every

]
would In future be a 'peoples
party' whose ultimate was to
do no more than manage a
mixed economy.

In 1879 a simllar move was
temporary side-lined by the
explosive denunciation of Marx
and Engels. "In the opinion of
these gentlamen, then, the
Social Democratic Party should
not be a one-sided workers
party but an all-sided party of
all men imbued with the true
love of humanity. It must
prove this by laying aside
coarse proletarian passions and
placing itsell under the
guldeline of educated
philanthropic  bourgeois... In
order to cultivate good taste"
and “"learn good form.." then
too " us adh

from ¢

illusory self-interest of the
dispossessed

to feed the march
of a rejuvenated European
fascist movement. Such a

movement with a social base
in the bottom 30% of society
will not be checked
emboldened by

of
indigpation_typified by
flabby pacifism of the likes
8.0.8 Racisme (' off
friend') - the politics of
Antl Nasty League, 'We're
ilt.u the politics of the punch-
up'.

iix
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In normal circumstances any
revoluti y party g to
the left of the reformist party
could only profit from such @
loss of confidence and collapse
in  morale, only If they
themselves had care
inoculate themselves against
the ing strain.
Unfortunately in Britain as
elsewhere among the groups
professing to be revolutionary
workers the  blight is if
anything even mo
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the circles of the educated

The de-facto domination of
the party Reichstag group by
middle class careerists and
opportunists was precisely what
Marz and especially Engels
after Marx's desth cootinued
to attack as the Immediate
manifestation of "the rotten
spirit® that permeated the
party leadership and created
the need for a split.

Today the organisation Is once
ageain, according to Dr. Peter
Altaveter of Bremen university
not  only one-sided  but
lopsided, in the sense that itao
longer even the

tend to perceive themselves as
superior to manual and routine
clerical workers, they regard
themselves as middle class and
as @ result assume they have
different (interests from their
fellow  workers."  Likewise
nurses though unionised regard
themselves as "caring
professionals” and often refuse

to strike. This rift between
reality and their perceptions
drasticall curtalls their

views of reformist workers:

"The SPD Is no longer the
party of the workers.. The
Christian Democrats s the
party of the bosses. The
Greens are for Intellectuals. So
where do we turn?”

The Soclalist Party in France
recently acknowledged that it's
natural electorate Is no longer
the "proletariat,” (dismissed as
the new poor and the lost
children of the suburbs), but

"middle management public
sector office and  skilled
workers,"

Closer to home the Financial
Times osoted smugly that
searly 60\ of sew Red Rose

Labour candidates “are
lecturers, teachers, lawyers,
trade union

Journalists,
officials and researchers.”

As in Germany, as in France,
as in Britain, where the
reformist left is moving
steadily to the centre, in
the process abandoning it's
former  constituency. The
resulting vacuum having
been conceded In advance
by the capitulation of the
revolutionary left, inevitably
means that the most dis-
enfranchised, the most alien-
ated, will be forced to turn
to and find comfort in the
srguments of the radical
right.

In Britaln, de-industrialisation
and the resulting economic
atrophy may conspire with the

as crack divisl
in the class struggle.

s that they do mot
Consequently  whesever aay
soctions of the working class
take Industrial action, it will
sutomatically be in ascocord
with the Interests of all, eves
whea fratricidal in effect mad

intent.

The November lssue
Soclalist Worker In [reland,
carried a graphic [lllustration
of this particular fallacy.

"It is not only about pay that
workers can unite. DHSS staff
walked out in protest at
sectarian threats on numerous
occasions. Usually the
paramilitaries are [orced to
lift the threat by the people
who have been affected by the
strike. Most recently DHSS
officers In mid Ulster went on
strike last month after an IRA
assault on a fraud officer in
Pomeroy."

The Incident to which they
refer we are reliably informed,
was where, a dole snooper In
the process of skulking around
some Nationalist ghetto was
apprehended by the IRA. He
was given a good kicking, and
his car machine gunned.

Any cross section of the
unemployed from the Shankill
to the Falls, from Peckham to



Meadow Well, would probably
Just as quickly endorse such an
action as the SWP were to
endorse the retaliatory strike;
in defence of a paid
mercenary, whose reason for
existence is to make already
difficult  lives  intolerable;
indeed few tears would be
shed In some quarters, if they

had shot him Instead of his
carl  (Notwithstanding any
contrary opinion they might

express with equal vehemence
against his IRA assallants.) On
the other hand the Nationalist
working class aress, punished
by the deprivation of their
benefits for the duration might
rightly regard the strike as yet
another form of coercion by
state flunkies to undermine
their support for the armed
struggle.

The parable demonstrates two
things. One being that
antagonisms and real conflict
of interests do exist within the
working class, and second that
the SWP represents only the
interests and aspirations of a
particular white collar layer,

Aristocracy

A study of white collar
employees of Sheffield Council
in the late seventies showed
that although 54% of wunion
members were In low status
jobs 70% of shop stewards
were in medium or high status

Consequently the most
active white collar workers are
often those with the g

hopes of advanc
Secondly the senlor g
stewards who were more sell
assured and had  greater

communicative skills, and as a
result dominated union
meetings, displayed a similar
wish and ability to monopolise
stewards meetings. The upper
grade stewards were observed
to disproportionately exert a
moderating influence in
handling grievances. The higher
status stewards in terms of
their professional politics were

While working class, It Is a

distinctive upper layer that
certalaly obscures the
traditional understanding of

the boundaries between classes,
which also easily hurdles the
accepted criteria set down to

distinguish the labour
aristocracy of previous
generations,

"First, the level and regularity
of a workers earnings; second,
his  prospects  of soclal
security; third his conditions of
work, including the way he
was treated by foremen and
masters; fourth, his relations
with the soclal strata above
and below him; [ifth, his
general conditions of lving;
lastly, his prospects of future
advancement and those of his
children.”

A useful analogy might be to

Imagine  this  stratum, a8
reflecting the view of
passengers at sbout midpoint
on adjoining escalators, one

going up the other going down,
On the escalator golng up you
have white collar workers who
may wish and have the
opportunity to rise out of their
class through promotion. On
the descent are the "new
minted proletarians,”
representing what were
formally lower middle class
professionals, social workers,
teach civil servants etc
slowly  sinking into  the
prolatariat proper, fighting a
tooth and nall holding
operation against gravity.
However In thelr attempt to
preserve their relative
advantage and prestige, th

are forced to react
collectively. A stratum In
social

i

and large they are
from the harsher
realities of the system "better

pald, better treated and

generally regarded as more
respectable and  politically
moderate than the mass of the
proletariat.”

While the middle and upper
grades enjoy pay, conditions
and opportunities superior to

collar workers,

ame union there
s am @ greater gap
between them and manual

workers with whom they share
the same employer. Of the
white collar shop ards that
represent the lo grades, the
majority are representative of
Intermediate and upper grades.

If as the study suggests (and
there Is a wealth of empirical
data to support It) the higher
status stewards were people
who had been radicalised at
college, then many of those
most active inside the unions
are the same Individuals most
likely to be politically active
outside the union, within the
Labour Party, or more likely
otganisations to its left such
as the SWP and Militant. What
Is particularly striking, is that,
while In terms of their
professed politics they are on
the left on their far left, they

rather  because of  their
Increasingly bourgeols outlook,
8 lack of mature proletarian
class consclousness -
superiority of formal education
and axperien
administration over the
proletariat, In other words
whose Influence in proletarian
organisations tends them to
obscure the class i

condensed.

Within  these wunions the
Interests of the upper stratum
are paramount, while the lower
grades benefit from the trickle
down effect. Initially when the
new Labour aristocracy was
identified as a silent germ
within the organised bodles of
the revol y class Lenin

of all workers and leads them
to a tacit alliance with the
bourgeolsie,"

When in 1922 the Hungarian
Revclutionary George Lukacs
Identified the complexion and
traits to be assoclated with
ascendancy of the new Labour
aristocracy within the left. It

was  at a time when
Communist organisations
everywhere were
overwhelmingly made up of

manual workers. Neverthelass
he was awake to the danger
its prattling ingrate
represented if unchecked. What
Lukacs brings home, Is that

within the working class,
bare the motive lnm
collaboration from within the

revolutionary party.

WHILE IT IS CERTAINLY TRUE THAT THE POLITICS OF AN
ORGANISATION DETERMINE THE QUALITY OF TS

RECRUITS IT MUST BE REMEMBERED
MEMBERSHIP ALONE DETERMINE THE QUALITY OF TS

THAT THE

are the embodiment of this
stratum which is most remote,

from the condition
of those in manual trades, the
core of the genuine
tl Particularly since
the industrialisation of the
office the routine white collar
worker would have developed a

greater empathy, and could
certalaly comprehend the
allenation  experienced by

manual workers.

Nonetheless a hod carrier, who
operates in an Industry without
security or proper represent-
atlon, which nonchalantly
accommodates on average 150
deaths a year, would on a day
to day basis have absolutely
nothing In common with the
peri and p pti of
say a soclal worker. Moreover
the bullding worker, might be
resentfully aware that even if
the latter were not blissfully
ignorant of his conditions she
would probably blame him for
itl
In the same way that any
sdvantage secured by the
upper stratum, would have no
bearing on his own existence
except to make the existing
cleavage between more
pronounced. If the direct day

"This not only means that the
proletariat no longer confronts
the bourgeois in united
hostility, The danger also
arises that the very groups
who are in a position to
exercise a reactionary
influence on the class as a
whole, whose accession to a
petty bourgeols standard of
living In the party or trade
union and sometimes municipal
offices gives them despite or

Seventy years of revolutionary
parties representative of the
manual working class no longer
exist. The far left in Britain
and probably Europe are both
the products of the new
Labour aristocracy and Its
promoter in the sense that the
organisations they sponsor
provides them with a voice
and a political identity,

A typlcal recruit to the SWP
and to a lesser extent Militant
(Militant whose principle base
of support Is in the CPSA and
who hype a more down market
image though still more car
coat than flight jacket, also
have the insurance of an In
built compensation with the
use of the 'NALGO handshake'
which allows the  more
"sophisticated" elements to be
over  represented on the
various committees designed as
a filter for opinions, in a two
way  street, between the
leadership and the membership)
would come from an upper
working or lower middle class
background has been
radicalised and recruited at
college. Equipped then with
both politics and qualifications
perhaps even over qualified, he

or she pursues a lelsurely
career within local
government, civil service,
teaching, soclal work etc.

Higher education s by no

means a pre-condition prior to
recruitment, though there is
evidence of a predilection
among some to vomit out, the
odd malcontent who bereft of
qualifications is possibly unable
to share the (nstincts and
perspactives of the majority.

When the far left in Britain
talks nowadays of 'turning to
the Labour movement' it Is on
exclusive reference to the
unions such as NALGO, CPSA,
NUT where thelr Influence Is

Issued a foolproof prescription
to neutralise them.
"Communists must direct to
recruitment among those who
are least organised and
educated who are the most
oppressed and least amenable
to organisations.”

Together with the middle
class Labour loonles, Militant
and the SWP provide a profile
for the entire left that s
semi-detached from the
working class, and though the
latter two claim a membership
of some ten thousand are
completely devold of any
visible influence within the
blue collar wunions, and so
bereflt of genuine working class

instincts within  their own
membership. Faced with any
political dilemma, their
Interests and instincts fuse
within the facts to produce a
version of events, that

correlates with their own life
experiences and Is in tune with
their reality. Given that set of
circumstances they can do
nothing but, polat out and
bring to the fore their owa
particular sectional interests,
which always and everywhere
misrepresents the interests of
the working class as a whole.

It is only within this frame of
reference that their brand of

Because of their student
orientation and  subsequent
class composition, they clearly
were not revolutionary
workers but also because ol
their politics they could not be
regarded as genuinely
revolutionary  regardless of
occupation, profile or class
origin. They were neither
genuine workers who happened
to be revolutionaries, nor
genuine revolutionaries who
happened to be from a class

or sub-group other than the
proletariat.
Immediately from that

conference Red Action found
itself in the unenviable
position of having no  natural
ideclogical allies, of being re-
born fundamentally different,
no longer existing as a working
class option within the sale
haven of the [ar left. But now
in effect coerced and from a
tiny base, to begin at once the
work of sculpting its its
Insurrectionary successor, or go

under,

Unsurprisingly class
composition came to be
regarded as a vital piece In

the jigsaw. At a conference in
1981 the following proposal
was passed "That the Natiosal
Council would preclude from
recognising  entitlemest to

middle class career,
accommodation has been made.

genarous

Nor is it the intention to
exclude students generally, or
Indeed anyone else who might
be of use.

For instance even Prince
Charles could join but we
would baulk at the (family
settiog up @  Buckingham
Palace branch!

Rather the passing of the
proposal should be seen as a

safeguard against them as
'privileged section’ while
representing RA  excluding
others (l.e. working class
elements) by accident or
design through an instinctive
orlentation in their political

work towards that with which
they are familiar and so
recruiting exclusively from the
politically talented within the
tiny cloister of the formally
educated, At the end of the
day It is a question of balance
like pepper in soup within our
own organisation and also to
redress the critical imbalance
within the left generally. While

the figure of two-thirds can
be regarded as arbitrary its
only purpose is to guarantee
an in bullt working class
majority within the
organisation as a whole

without falling in to the trap
of exclusionism,

While it is certainly true that
the politics of an organisation
determines the quality of its

recruits it must be
remembered that the
membership alose determine

the quality of its politics.

If for Instance there was an

ﬂ:,',',",',’:m_“" “T :;:r:::: regional or national councils explosion of student militancy
negation of the principle | *®7 branch exclusively as in 1868 with the ranks of
reason for their I Is P of for the the organisation bloated
actually the secret of their || "ame reasoa mo branch would tenfold by a sudden influx,
relative stability (Militant have be accepted In which two which Inevitably altered the
just split). It is when they thirds of the membership did class ratlo, then it is safe to
most accurately reflect the [j "0t consist of wage labourers assume that at some [uture
political aspirations of the [j manual or _:lulu_l." _(Thn date the politics and their
upper strata that their poliel included the ployed who impl tation would as well.
find most resonance among [| CORstitute condition of It is not a case of putting the
thelr own membership. It Is Capitalist production mot radicalised workers in
when they are belag merely a of guarantine at times of social
completely reformist and [] capital conditions®.) upheaval; keeping them and
oppor tunistic and as a their ideas pure and apart
the least ] During the debate a number of [rom other dissatisfied

principled and the least JJ reservations were expressed elements within society. On
convincing that they can rely JJ l.e. that all students were not the contrary in it is the
on their membership necessarily middle class and it primary function  of any
the situation from the same J] might discriminate against revolutionary organisation to
vantage point of Iimpaired students of working class harness this energy, by being
vision to respond with plausible J} origin: that the politics of any equipped to assimilate and
cohesion If not downright ] organisation  determine  the digest the declassed and
enthusiasm. quality of recrults rather than opportunistic elements always
constitutional barriers... and drawn towards it in a time of

In  soclological terms the [ that in any case the robust crisis. Being aware all the
constant [riction between their § implementation of RA's policy while, that their equally honest

professed ideology and
self-interest might
explalned away by them
individuals being unable to
escape the pressure (rom
soclety even though they may
axpress formal opposition to It,
but in political terms its no
different than a son who has
murdered his parents pleading
for understanding and sympathy
because he has just become an
orphan!

their
be
as

on lreland and Anti-Fascism,
would on thelr own prove a

sufficient distinctive to any
opportunist elements...

Students while students in an
economic sense, are neither
middle nor working class, but
for the duration occupy an
economic position within

soclety that identifies them as
a sub-group with a set of
Interests common and exclusive

desire for change Is oprompted
by totally different motives.
Any revolutionary group which
has not installed or had seen
fit to dispense with the
apparatus to uphold the
soverelgnty of the working
class with its own organisation,
would clearly have little to
offer the progressive elements
by way of revolutionary
leadership amidst the confusion
of civil war.

to themselves which may or

may not, P g on G quently there can be no
objective factors correspond precise amalgamation,no
with the nterests of the synthesis of interests  within
working class, not unnaturally (he revolutionary organisation,
students only ever  align there are junlor partners whose
themselves  to  progressive pariicular intarests must
causes an mass when it s seen zlways remain subordinate to
to Interact with their own the ‘"yltimate aim™ of the

immediate sell interest.

While statistics demonstrate
that the vast majority continue
to come from privileged
backgrounds (in 1984, 70
percent of new university
students came from the
"professional managerial"
background with only 1.1%
from an unskilled manual
background) and students
themselves by their nature
privileged is In itsell not

sufficient reason to recommend

them for exclusion. For the
exceptional cases who would
play renegade on their own

class and as a result forfeit a

working class movement as a
whole,

It is in
political

the short
principle, that
provides a practice guideline
to the various branches and
reglons that properly focus the
working class orlentation of
their activity.

Where you sow you reap
without the consistent
agitation among the most
alienated, without this constant
bias, without (institutionalising
this prejudice in favour of the
core cosstituency, no geauine
revolutionary organisation can
ever be bullt.

term a



The  disintegration of the
Soviet state has given the
conservative in this
country the biggest jolt It has
ever recelved. Whather or not
this joit is enough to force
such parties to reconsider thelr
role in relation to the working
class remains to be seen. The

despite the fracture of
Militant Into warring factions,
are not

Unregenerate Stalinists aside,
the attempts to apply bandages
to the corpse of a dead
ideclogy focus upon Trotsky's
theory of the Soviet Union as
a "degenerate workers' state".

The
though

issues  Involved  here,
regrettably mired in
some [airly repulsive lefty
loglc chopping, are very
important. For any analysls,
whother  dressed In HMarxist
terminology or not, that clalms
to 'prove’ that the totalitarian
monstronsities of the Eastern
Bloc were workers' states, or
that they represented forms of
society that were 'transitional’
to soclallsm, must be rejected
outright. And If organisations
such as Militant persist In
maintaining their analysis then
whatever else they may be,
they are not organisations of
and for the working class, and
are not Marxist, Such

Trotsky's
Stalinist
developed
Betrayed',

analysis of the
state Is most fully
in "The Ravolution
published In 1837,
In essence it amounts to a
repudiation of his  earlier
career within the Bolshevik
party, as demonstrated in the
last edition of Red Actlion, no.
61. Trotsky, however, refuses
to acknowledge It as such.
Specifically, he refuses to
come to terms with the
fundamental shortcomings of
his political practice while a
leading member  of the
Bolshevik party during Its
bureaucratlc phase - which in
the end Jleads him to a

material existence, lack of
free movement, with terrible
police rapression penetrating
the life of every factory, it Is
hard indeed for the worker to
feel himsell a 'free
workman'."

It is not merely a question of
reneralised amongst
the working class, but of the
resurrection  of  exploitation
by one class
snother. The relation of the
bureaucracy to the small
peasantry Trotsky continues,
resembled "the old landlord -
peon contracts". Class
difr s by
emphasised to a degree hardly
known even under Tsarism:

"From the point of view of
property In the means of
production...the differences

between the head of a [irm
and a day labourer,.seem not

to exist at all. Nevertheless,
the former occupy lordly
apartments, enjoy saveral

summer homes in various parts
of the country, have the best
automobiles at thelr
disposal...The latter live In
wooden barracks often without
partitions, lead a half-hungry
existence and go barefoot."
Yet at the end of this declsive
and penetrating analysls,
Trotsky again declares that the
proletariat is the "dominant
class” in Soviet societyll

Trotsky's conclusion, which he
never surrenders, that the
USSR remains a  workers'
state, bewllderingly coexists
with the recognition that:

"It would be difficult to
imagine a contrast mote
striking than that which exists
between the schema of the

disastrously formalisti
characterisation of
Stalinist state. This
'formalism' emarges in
practice as nothing less than

an apology for Stalinism.

A striking contradiction
amarges within Trotsky's
analysis: he fully acknowledges
the totalitarian nature of the
Stalinist state and the severe
levels of exploitation of the
working class it achieved. Yet
he refuses to concede that this
amounts to thelr political or
economic

Since the economy of the
Soviet Union Is In a formal
sense in the control of the

working class, he argues, It
follows that it Is a form of
workers' state, His srgumenat
is an anti-working clas
moastrosity from begioning to
end.

He admits first, that [from
1924, the Bolshevik regime was
"compelled to retreat step by
step by the rural petty
bourgeoisie”, resulting In the
"complate suppression ol party
and Soviet democracy”. This
political expropriation of the
working class is accompanied
by increasing economic
exploitation. As Stalin
intensified pressure upon the
proletariat, "the Soviet Union
not only caught up to, but far
surpassed the capitalist
countries” In relation to the
level of exploitation. He writes

that the Stakhanov campaign
[labour Intensification coupled
with plecework] by

"introducing sharp antagonisms
into the proletariat...presented

at times the plcture of a
small civil war.® To raise
productivity,

"the new state resorted to the
old methods of pressure upon
the muscles and nerves of the
worker. There grew up a corps
of slave drivers. The
management of industry
became superbureaucratic. The
workers lost all influence
whatever upon the managemant
of the factory. With plecework
payment, hard conditions of

kers' state @ to
Marx, Engels and Lenin,
the actual state now headed
by Stalin.®
For as Marx wrote
Communist Manifesto:
"the first step In the
revolution by the working
class Is to raise the proletariat
to the position of the ruling
class."

in the

This clearly refers to the
political rule of the class as
the first step In the
constitution of a workerns'
state.

Trotsky on the other hand,
prefers to  stress Lenin's
amendment of this scheme,
according to which, under
communism, "the bourgeois

state will survive without the
bourgeoisie”. This appears to
imply that the Stalinist state
Is a bourgeols state run by an
undemocratic, though not
bourgeols, 'bureaucratic caste'
= In any case certainly not by
the workers themselves. But
Trotsky argues that It s
managed by this bureaucracy
under such conditions and In
such a way as to tramsform It
Into a workers state (though a
'degenerate’ or ‘'deformed’
one), He elaborates this
absurdity by explaining that,
"the workers' state was
compelled to  create a
'bourgeois’ type of instrument
= that s, the same old
policeman, although In a new
uniform.”

This, as readers of Marx's
'Civil War in France' will
recall, is precisely what Marx
warned must mot be allowed to
happen If the (transition to
soclalist forms of soclety is to
be made.

The workers' state, Trotsky
continues, has thus "acquired a
totalitarian-bureaucratic

character”, even to the extent
that Stalinism and lascism are
"symmetrical phenomena®
showing "a deadly simllarity".
By now it plainly appears that
the term ‘'workers' state’,
clung to so tenaclously by

and |

Trotsky, s a  dogmatic
abstraction without any visible
means ol theoretical support.

Trotsky's proposed defence Is
that although the Soviet Union
is a totalitarian state,
ruthlessly controlled by a
bureaucratic ‘'caste’, it must
be defended as @ progresst

workers' state in relation to
the capitalist states based on

upon 4 property owning bourgeoisie.

the
of
as
individuals bhave 0o formal
claim or legal title to the
means of prodection It
controls.

"The nationalisation of the
land and the means of
industrial production
wsconstitute the basis of the
Soviet social structure
«wThrough these relations...the
nature of the Soviet Unmion as
a proletarian state is for us
basically defined.”

This Is apparently on
grounds that the members
the Soviet

Refining this defence, Trotsky
elaborates;

"The bureaucracy has not yet
created social supports for its
dominion In the form of
special types of property. It Is
compelled to defend state
property as the source of its
power and (income. In this
aspect of Its activity It still
remains a weapon of
proletarian dictatorship.”

change In proprietorship.”

Still more concretely, Trotsky
cannot help but acknowledge
that,

"The transfer of the factories
to the state changed that
situation of the worker only
juridically. In reality, he Is
compelled to live in want and
work @& definite number of
hours for a definite wage."

It should be added, precisely
as under capitalism. Also,
precisely as under capitalism,
the ruling class appropriates a
proportion of the surplus
product of the labour of the
exploited class as a component
of their own Income;

"The differences in income are
determined in other words, not
only by differences in

wbut

by political
taken by the dictatorship.”

So It appears that after all,
the economic basis of the
Soviet regime (nationalisation)
does not ensure that It is a
workers' state. The fact that
the bureaucracy Is a strata
and not a class Is now,
apparently, irrelevant. There Is
another factor and It s
decisive. Trotsky assures us
that the bureaucracy, though
neither proletarian in
composition nor under any
form of direct political control
by the proletariat, nonetheless
preserves a proletarian
political mme. How [or
@ Marxist, is this possible?
Trotsky says it Is because the
bureaucracy,

individual p , but
also by a masked appropriation
of the product of the labour
of others."

In other words, "The privileged
minority... Is living at the
expense of the deprived
majority."

So what's new?

Even today, Trotskylsts
continue to to deny that the
bureaucracy, since It Is not
based on bourgeols property, is
& class; they follow Trotsky In
his preference for the term
'strata’ or ‘caste'. They them
say that as the state must be
the instrument of a class, and

This focus upon the
nationalisation of the means of
production (the Militant
programme for  revolution!)
becomes stranger still, since
Trotsky recognises that
although, "the means of
production belong to the
state..the state, so to speak,
'belongs' to the bureaucracy."
So the bureaucracy owns the
means of production after alll
Property relations persist in
the Soviet Unlon, but In the
form of the collective property
of the buresucracy in place of
the Individual property rights
of the bourgeoisie. So where
does this leave the 'workers'
state'?

Ine prussure of common sense
threatens to overturn the
dogmatism of his analysis at a
number of other points.
Trotsky himself provides a
good {llustration of the sort of
objection to the ‘'degenerate
workers' state' line that would
occur to a miner at the coal
face or a worker on an
assambly line:

"I a ship s
collective property, but the
passengers continue to be
divided into first, second and
third class passengers,
dif In the ditions of
life will have infinitely more
importance than the juridical

declared

“MARXIST GROUPS WHICH RETAIN
THE 'WORKERS STATE' THEORY CAN NO
LONGER BE CONSIDERED AS ORGANISATIONS
OF AND FOR THE WORKING CLASS"

the bureaucracy Is not a class,
then the workers, as the oaly
class In Soviet soclety must
control the state. This sounds
s silly argument and It fis.
Marx defined classes
principally in relation to their
role In production. Trotsky
himself is commendably clear
that the Stalinist bureaucracy
collectively possessed a
controlling relationship to the
means of production just as
bsol and und atic as
any bourgeols board of
directors.

Mind, Aant
jent

racognises the
y Is an p
factor", the sole privileged and
commanding stratum”, an

"uncontrolled force dominating

to preserve state
property to the extent that it
fears the proletariat."

:
§

iigg i
£ "i
;'Eaf%;
sefef

3
:

i
4
i
2
g

i
;

.
g
E
git
ik

i

with
camp

I
|
i

i
is

concen
the firing squad, it is only
®fear of the workers® that
Inhibits the bureaucracy from
the formal restitution of
bourgeois capitalist property!

comparable to claiming
that when a person Is robbed
of all his goods at the point
of a gun, the robber's [ear of
the victim prevents him [rom
taking the receipts! Even more
absurd Is the sub t claim

ve In the crucial sense
material
upon economic and
orgasisation  of

states. As

Serge claims, it could hardly

progress
of bein,

be disputed, least of all by
soclalists, that:
"all that was done In the
USSR would have been done
much better by a Soviet
democracye."

left really belioves that »
period of totalitarian party
dictatorship is an  essential
precondition of the trassition
to soclalism or of socialist
construction itself, (ome not
foreseen by Marx) It should
make this plain to the working
class it claims to represest.

It is obvious that the fallure
of the centralised command
economy to develop the forces
of production (contrary to
Trotsky's forecast) has been
the principal factor in the
precipitous collapse of the
Stalinist regimes. The history
of the past 50 years provides
the most conclusive disproof
possible of Trotsky's analysis.
For Marxists this Is the key;
for the level of the productive
forces determines the level of
the soclal relations that
correspond to It

Holsting future Trotskyists high
on their own petard, he urges
that,

"While the economic life of
capitalist countries no longer
teaches us anything except
different forms of stagnation
and decay, the nationalised and
planhed economy of the USSR
is the greatest school for all
humanity aspiring to a better
future,”

Tell that to the Russian miners
on strike for soap!

But is there the slightest scrap
of empirical evidence for the
proposal that the Soviet state
was In  ‘'trensition' to a
socialist soclety? Were the
shops full of food? Were the
conditions of the workers in
their workplaces steadily
improving? Was the length of
the working week steadily
declining? Wers housing
conditions the envy of workers
In the West? Was there a

i t extension of

that the victim's possession of
the receipts, the 'legal
expression' of the property
relations, ‘proves' he still
owns the goods stolen from
him!l This Is precisely what
Trotsky argues when he says
that the nationalisation of the
means of production guarentees
the position of the proletariat
as the dominant class in a
workers' state.

The correct retort to this
absurdity is to point out that
nationalised or state property
Is not some kind of proletarian
foothold within an otherwise
totalitarian, exploitative
society. It actually the

ek idical form of

the masses", p ing "the
specific consclousness of a
ruling 'class'", a "ruling caste
in the proper sense of the
word", consisting of some 15%
of the population as "the
authentic soclal basis of the
sutocratic rullng circles", a
"Soviet aristocracy”, reinforced
by a "firm inner solidarity"™
which "devours a very
considerable part of the
surplus value"., Why then, In
the strictest Marxist terms,
does the bureaucracy not
constitute a class? On the
b of Trotsky's analysis of
the Soviet
there can

a

the position of
bureaucracy Itself,
be no answer.

This tension Is highlighted by
his tentative admission that, so
far from the legal form of
property relations being
paramount in the maintenance
of the workers' state, it is in
fact the content of
the bureaucracy's dictatorship
that is cruclal. This he says, is
especially true when ownership
of the means of production
and political power are fused
together in the state:

"The predominance ol socialist
over petty bourgeols tendencies
Is guaranteed, not by the
automism of the economy

property relations within a
class dictatorship of the

= In the same way
as Individual bourgeols property
is the form appropriate to the
very different historical and
superstructural conditions of
classical capitalism.

Trotsky's arguments f[or the
reality of a workers' state in
the political form of Stalinism
are therefore, totally without
substance. However, ln terms

the even at
the beight of its atrocities
against

remained * *. And

what does "progressive” mean
in this context?

"The progressive role of the
Soviet bureaucracy coincides
with the period devoted to
introducing Into the Soviet
Union the most Important
elements of capitalist
technique.”

The central pillar of the
Trotskyite position It now

emerges, Is the premise that
the Stalinist state, with what
Trotsky terms "all its
contradictoriness”, is

workers' democracy? Was
there an lincreasing proportion
of workers In the state
apparatus? Were the members
of the Politouro recallable
worker delegates? Was the
KGB withering away? Had
censorship  been  abolished?
Have & laugh.

The verdict of Victor Serge on
Trotskylsm and its legacy,
delivered in 1939 as Europe
once again prepared for war,
can hardly be bettered. It Is
worth quoting at length:

"] came to the conclusion that
our Opposition had
simupltaneously contalned two
opposing lines of significance.
For the great majority of Its
members it had  meant
resistance to totalitarisnism in
the name of the democratic
idoals expressed at  the
begianing of the revolution; for
a sumber of our Old Bolshevik
leaders it meant, on the
contrary, the defence of
doctrinal orthodoxy which...was
authoritarian through and
through. If, In his exile from
the USSR, [Trotsky] had made
himselfl Ideclogist of a
resewed Soclalism, critical In
outlook and fearing diversity
less than dogmatism, perbaps
be would have attained a new
greatness...But..he saw his role
as that of ome carrying Into
the world at large a movement
which was not only Russian but
extinct in Russia itself, killed
twice over, both by the bullets
of its executioners and by
changes in buman mentality.”

later the left is
still awaiting the ‘“renewed
socialism™ of which Serge
speaks. 'Marxist' groups which
retain the ‘workers' state'
theory can no longer be
considered as organisations of
and for the working class. The

Fifty years

dustbin of  history Is once
again  open for  business,
beckoning invitingly towards

the gurus of the old Trotskyite
orthodoxy.



BLOODBATH !

Six hundred people led by [live
Republican flute bands marched
through the centre of Glasgow
to commemorate the massacre
of fourte ty men by the
British atroop  Regiment,
twenty years ago. This was the
first republican demonstration
to be allowed Into the city
centre since the hunger strike
of ten years ago. It also
followed a council ban on a
Hunger Strike Commemoration
last September (see last issue
RA).

About a thousand police were
on duty with warnings to
expect serious trouble from
the three hundred BNP/Loyalist
counter demonstrators, There
ware twanty three arrests for
public order offences, all from
the other side. Interestingly
enough, the [fascists also
included a number of Chelsea
boneheads.,

Presumably the size of the
counter demonstration was
alded by the fact that the

march was held on the day of
a Rangers home game which
made It easler for the
opposition to organise their
forces. The march organisers,
the Labour committee on
Ireland, declared it a success.
It bas to be stated, however,

people to carry their banmer,
lot alone attend the march!

Their agenda for Irish marches
Is not a republican one. They

refused to have the march
advertised in the pro=
republican Celtic fanzine,
"Tiocfaidh Ar La", leaflets

produced for the Hunger Strike
march (free of charge by RA)

were sald to be "too
controversial” becauss they
contained Republican symbolism

and were printed on Tricolour
paper! No [flyposting was
permitted and Celtic fans were
leafleted with a bland and
uninspiring leaflet at an away
game the week before the
march. No mesetings In local
areas took place prior to the
march.

committee, despite their
:tu-ptl .w relegate

"non-| p Sunday
Commemoration. Without the
support of the

attendance at the march could
have been counted on one
band! Despite the best efforts
of the trendy left, the march
was, quite rightly, a republican
aflair.

We believe that the march was
significant in that it took
place at all. However, RA
members believe that
republicanism has far greater
potential in Glasgow. The
march could have been bullt
for In areas where there is a
natural reservolr of support for
our side. The Gorbals, Royston
and other districts could have

been leafleted and postered in

the run up to the march.
Public meetings could also
have been held In these areas.
A consistent campaign amongst
football supporters could also
have maximised the turn out,

It is obvious from the march
that the left, as represented
by groups like the LCI, have
so members, no support, oo
pulling power and no policies
that can seriously force a
British withdrawal from
Ireland,

This was clearly demonstrated
the night before the march at
the LCI public meeting where
their case was put by Glasgow
Central  Labour MP, Mike
Watson. He argued for the
troops to be withdrawn and
replaced with a UN
peacekeeping  force!  Whilst
Watson deserves respect as
probably the only Glasgow
Labour MP who will put his
head above the parapet when
It comes to Ireland, his
remarks show the complete
Impotence of Labour, right and
left, on this Issue. Speaker
after speaker, [rom the floor,
attacked Labours record and
poured scorn on the idea that
the UN would be any more

neutral in the conflict than
the Brits.
The nonsense of the UN

solution was best summed up
by the last two speakers from
the floor. one from Red Action
and the other from the Bands
Alliance, The Red Action
speaker sald;

*The word buffer has been
used with regard to the role
of the UN peacekeeping force.
By stating that the UN would
act as a "buffer' between the
two communities, you Imply
that a 'buffer' already exists
to keeop them apart.
Presumably, the existing
'buffer’ is the British Army.
Therefore why bother to argue
for the replacement of one

force with another.

occupylng

It's absurd. Amyway what kind
of UN peacekeeplag force do
you mean? What sbout the ose

Maybe we should send In the

Syrians who seem to be
'keeping the peace’ in Beirut!
or what about the

Fein and the representatives of
the of liberation.

the IRA"

A member
Alliance: 3
"I'd like to ask how you are
golog to sell a replacement of

of the Band's

West Belfast. All Irish areas,
natiosalist areas, which are
already illegally occupled by
the Brits? How cam they
expect the UN to be any more
'seutral' than the troops that
are there now? Any UN force
will be respomsible to its
political masters at home and
will be governed by the ruling
political parties of their
homeland. | dread to think
that there could be French
troops oo Irish soll who could
be answering to o fascist like
Le Pen or Itallans, German
and other troops answeriag to
their right wing political
masters!”

The question for all of us who
wish to see the development
of 8 healthy republican
movement In Scotland is why
we are being guided politically
by people like the LCI who, by
thelr actions, make It clear
that they do not share our
alms and they most certainly
do not share the aims of the
movement in Ireland,

They are typical careerists
who will use the Issve of
Ireland to establish their
"strest  credibility®  before
moving wpwards s Labour's
bureawcracy. We should mot
allow them to politically police
our movement.

"The Spirit of Freedom.'
Reviewed by a former P.O.W,
tion’s

Freedom' 1 knew automatically
that this was nol the ordinary

This month has seen one of
the most blatant British cover-
ups in the history of occupled

Ireland, though due to the
censorship of Nationalist
rapresantatives the state

controlled media have turned a
blind eye and ear to It

this rank Nelson had access to,
"all files and information from
our police contacts.. to be
studied and filed for further
use." Although he didn't deal
directly with those police
contacts he had to know who
they were to assess the value

were to take place. Where was

the SAS ambush In  these
situations? He let it be known
he was Involved in or
rasponsible for at least
seventeen murders of which
military intelligence had
previous knowledge, It did the

of the information they handed trick. His case was discussed
On 3rd February Brian Nelson over. at level-probably
was sentenced to ten years resulti In the bsequent
Imprisonment by Lord Justice One would have thought that deal through which he pleaded
Kelly at Belfast crown court. at this time Nelson's job guilty to lesser charges while
Now to the uninitlated this would have been done. He murder charges were dropped.
may seem llke a pretty harsh knew who the loyalist hit-men
sentence but when one reallses were and he knew who their As a result of this deal &
that he pleaded guilty to over contacts were In the RUC, military colonel gave evidence
twenty charges which Included UDR and British army. Wasn't that made Nelson out to be a
attempted murder and the whole idea of the hero. Rather than murder
conspiracy then the question discredited and whitewashed goypnteen people, and
must be asked, why such a Steven's enquiry to put an end gommission many more, he
light sentence? The case takes to loyalist paramilitary/security gayed over two hundred lives,
on an even more sinister force collusion? Well then, |jyes which were put at risk
aspect when one hears that surely Brian Nelson had all the by rity force leaks. The
the prosecution took it upon information needed to put this colonel went on to testify that
themselves to drop two murder to an end, but then this IS Nelson was a hrave man who
charges and thirteen other Ireland and under British rule o cover his own life
serious offences. In doing S0 things aren't so simple here. occasionally stepped over the
crown lawyer Brian Kerr QC line but was a valued
told Justice Kelly that his Whatever the reason [for
decision to drop the charges, keeping Nelson "in the field"
"was reached after 4 during the Steven's onquiry Question: When solicitor Pat
painstaking and scrupulous backfired badly on military Finucane was murderd by

May 1974, members of the

a masked and
loyalist  paramilitary,
the loyalist General

sharing' assembly, In

-hip  between these

security forces stand behind
uniformed
during
Strike
to bring down the 'power-
1992,
as the case of Brian Nelson
has highlighted, the relations-
two
party's is as close as ever,

assessment of possible
avidential difficulties with the
prosecution”,

This may have given the
illusion of a falr and unbiased
case, but to anyone who knows

Kerr and Kelly, who have
Jalled many Nationalists on
trumped up charges, not to

mention that Nelson admitted
his part in the murders and
other offences, another
question begs asking, why all
the chicanery and deviousness
In getting Nelson off these
charges? To answer both the
above questions one must know
oxactly who Brian Nelson s
and what sort of a hold he has
over the Brit authorities.

Nelson, a former soldier in the
Black Watch regiment was
living in Garmany when
approached by the British
military Intelligence to return
to the six countles and
infiltrate tha UDA for them,
To boost his standing within
that organisation his army
handlers leaked information on
known and suspected
Republicans to him which wera
handed to loyalist murder
squads, because of this "high
level” information Nelson
became what loyalist sources
describe as, "intelligence co-
ordinator,” The same source
revealed that while holding

county Statelet. In the words
of Sir John Biggs-Davidson the

intelligence, Instead of letting
Nelson's evidence be used to
and this enquiry they let him
run on with the inevitable
result that when all the scape-
goats were thrown to the
wolves Nelson was among
them, despite having handed at
least one suitcase, and perhaps
more, full of documents passed

on by sacurity lorces,
Incidentally, no members of
the RUC were ever charged by
the Stevens enquiry. Those
charged were almost all UDR
men who were known to have
UDA/UVF links,

So, Nelson was Inside and
looking at life Imprisonment,

which he undoubtedly deserved

while his military handlers
ware out, no doubt trying to
coarce someons l'j,‘i" to take
Nalson's place, life goes on
after all. Then came the
rumblings from Crumlin Road

Goal, that Nelson was talking.

Nelson was begining to barter
for his freedom, He let it be
known to military Intelligen
that If he went down so 1
they. Little tit=bits of
information began leaking oul.
Nelson admitted his part in
the murders of Ge Slane
and Terence McDal ut what
now emerged was that had
tald military intelligence prior
to these murders that (they

™

he

Eniskillen, but who remembers
Gerald Flynn, a three year old

the UFF,
Nelson,
the legal profession as a whole

st up by Brian

condemned his murder an
outrage. Why didn't they dig
desper into the Nelson case

for the sake of thelr murdered
colleague, instead of letting
a deal be struck?

Question: While the British and

the Brit controlled

ol their in
journalism (one Irish pag

a banner headline proclaimed
ROW AS GAY PROVO KILLER
COMES ouT OF CLOSET,
(maith thu mo chara,) why
didn't they want to know how
corfrupt the British syste up
to Cabinel level are?

Question: Will Brian

sarve a full flve

will , like army ins
Cameron Hasty, whe
Information on

McDald to Nelson and whe
back In the L

Instructor, serve only el
nonths?

Question:
Natlonalist

How A Lhe

correct while

blatantly
sectarian,

50 corry

racist ot

M. 1
Balfast

olling

on Red Ac behalf. run=of =the=mill propaganda late Tory MP "If we lose in child run over by a British

| plece on Ireland and {t's Belfast, we may have to fight Army landrover in June 1088,
When 1| recelved a copy of Struggle. Most people in in Brixton and Birmingham," A myrlad of 'atrocities' can
"The Spirlt Of Freedom' | Britain belleve that the Irlsh Although directed at educating D '°Velled DY Doth sides, the
thought to myseli "Here we Struggle began in 1971 with thy lass politically aware fn OFItish state and the |Irish
g0, another attempt by a the shooting of Guaner Robert Britain | would -thoroughly P®OPle, in  this  struggle.
British left wing group to earn Curtis, the first British soldier rocommend it to those who Regardless of what the Brit
a few bob off the Irish 10 be shot dead by the IRA. pglieve they already know all Propagandists say no-one h
struggle.” | expected it to be "THe Spirit Of Freedom' right 1hare is to know about Ireland, Bloats over ..lellen. Te
yet another one of those from the outset dispels this e in Long Kesh a group of or the likes, but mv'.Mnnl-. like
pamphlets full of IRA/INLA Myth by glving the reader & pnrisoners having read the same LMS I mnv:t‘;n‘\“
propaganda photos and full of brief history of Ireland goIng haok would meat to discuss, !Irttnl‘ maintains her ."”‘
the usual 'Tiochfaid ar la, beir back to 1170 when an army of criticige or praise that work, | "°!d o the lrish people.
bua and onward to victory NOrman mercenaries under the ygjiave that, were it allowed 87 of breaking this strangle
thetoric, another one of those leddership of ~the Earl of ynyo yrigh prisons, 'The Spirit "‘0""” for the British people
thrown together pamphlets Tembroke invaded Ireland, Of Freedom' would quickly }" "'”"'.”“ that British troops | -
which looks good but says From start to finish it dispels circulate the wings and be the D¢ Withdrawn from ”"If‘i“"‘:"i" BHE WAR 1N JRELAND ~ (ATTACH
absolutely nothing. many myths and lles concocted cause of much discussion and ‘-"" Irish be give '_‘-r' » .
On reading the Introduction to by the British state showing debate, 1| know | will be [i8ht to sell determination, 3 'THE SPIRIT OF FREE "
a book or pamphlet the reader Ireland's struggle as a religlous recommending it to other sx- 'M18 #d 1 : PON B R o Rr-d‘l\lr)?uUm'
can usually tell whether it is war fought by a divided nation prisoners with whom I'm stn Tember of ; o via the BM box no. priced
worthwhile reading on or with the British there as in contact, slant g ki £1 plus 25p php. i

it aside. On reading 'peace keepers.' It gives the In the appendix-Bringing the IM"'""“""“.\'?’ ,a“"'m",ng :n

Internationals real reasons why  Britain war home, Attack International E‘"’" ”‘"B awarenass of the _

introduction to 'The Spirit Of cannot afford 1o lose it's six %2Y8 that everyone remembers peaple in Britain,



e 'EHE Mmadmen of
red action’......

Red Action, have never been reticent sbout making public
our views on the inadequacies of the far left, nor slow
to ridicule the drooling groin clutching fantasies of figures
and organisations on the far right, While the opinions
of the former are well documented, we thought our readers
might be interested in what the latter have to say about
us,

The February/March edition of 'British Nationalist' in
an article on the ‘alledged' divisions in the anti-fascist
movement took time out to refer to Red Action in &
way that can only be described as gratuitously offensive,

"t would appear that the various groups now lined up
against :he“htenchulmn—h-uelyuu-;
m“lnnmlmarlmmw
of a tiny red grouplet called "Red Action' (which has
links with AFA) there was a vehement attack on the Social
Ist Party (the main force behind ANAL), Class
War, the Revolutionary Communist Party, Militant, the
National Black Caucus, the Society of Black

the Workers Party, the Socialist Party of Great Britain,
the Leninist newspaper, the lsbour Committee on Ireland
and indeed Lenin, Stalin and Trotsky themselves. The
antipathies that exist between these various communist
organisations make relations between different nationalist
groups look positively cordial. Indeed the only organisation
that Red Action seems to respect is the British National
Party, for what it said about us was a veritable compliment.
What | personally found the most hurtful was the fact
that they introduced us as A tiny red Rrouplet, Surely
THE tiny red etc would have been more appropriate,
Anyway you get hardened to those kinds of remarks after
4 while, The NF, for reasons of morale still deny our
existance and consistently accredit some of the finest
operations to the Labour Party (basterds). Bulidog, their
paper of the YNF, on ane occassion refered to our Bugust
organisation as "Pink Action.” Naturally people were upset,
about a week later the lead singer of Screwdriver was
returning to his house accompanied by a male friend with
a carry-out, suddenly a car pulled up ond four rather
large gentlemen got out and without a word knocked him
over a wall and started hitting him over the head with
a traffic sign. Completely hysterical he screamed out
"Who are you? Who are you™ "Pink Action" came the
humerous reply.

That of course is what they feel they HAVE 1o soy
in public though here is a little snippet of what they
say about us when talking confidentially among themselves,
Issue no 15 of the League Sentinal internal newsletter
(subscription only) of the Lesgue of St George, which
functions as @ bridge between the Monday Club and the
BNP is positively littered with references "o A tiny group-
let." "Thugs,' ‘'violent,' 'viclous' are the destriptive refer-
ences which predominate,

"Strange rumours are circulating In left-wing circles
regarding a supposed split between the Socialist Workers
Party, and Antl Fascist Action over some "actions” taken
by AFA's "goon squad®, Red Action. It |s alleged that
Red Action have been behind a series of violent attacks
on promi lists including electorial candidates,
and even some elderly members of the public, attending
the book symposium at Kensington library recently.

Now the word is, that as the SWP are fairly high profile
In their political activity, holding regular paper-sales,
they have become the victims of several “outraged young
nationalists®, Several members of the SWP have responded
by saying, "it wasn't us, it was them®™ and then naming
some of the Red Action terrorists. Following all this
violence, it would now seem that some of the AFA's senior
members also feel at risk, and are actively taking steps
to either go into retirement, or at least distance them-
selves, they hope, from the "madmen® of Red Action...
WATCH THIS SPACE.

Of course to be politically correct and indeed accurate
it should say the "madpersons” of Red Action. Heartening
isn't |

the

On March 2nd, case against four anti-fascists who
had been on bail for the last ecighteen months on charges
of violent disorder and affray, collapsed on the opening
day of the trial,

The four along with three fascists including  leading
members Richard Edmonds and Tony 'Tarmac' Lecomber,
had been arrested after a joint BNP/NF  attack on an
AFA leafletting session at Brick Lane (on the fascists
regular  pitch) had been easily repulsed. Those making
the arrests were from the Territorial Support  Group, a

latter-day version of the SPG who are similarly aggressive,
hyped-up etc, and have been deployed against AFA increas.
Ingly at recent events. All seven were bound over to keep
the peace for eighteen months,
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safety in numbers
be the alliance or league
formed on a multi-cultural
or cross class basis, Indeed
the challenge for AFA s
10 expose to their own
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impotence, will on the one
hand invigorate the reaction-
but on the other
function as  recruiting
sergeant's for ourselves.

RED ACTION =

(continued from front page)

confrontation because to do so”
means to step back from™
political

allowed, the worse
subsequent behaviour,
Instance recently the Anti-Nazi
League was reformed and at
the press  conference a
spokesman sald that they were,
"not Into the politics of the
punch-up", They orgenised a
mass leaflet of Tower Hamlets
whare the BNP are strong and
within ten minutes of moving
on to the streets In ten years
they were ambushed by the
BNP which left a dozen people
Injured and three hospitalised.
One s still in hospital with
serious head Injuries, This Is
what happens when nalve
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people who are ill-equipped for
the cut and thrust of politics
at the rougher end of the
market enter the arena,

BBC: What other kind of work
do you do to counter the
fascists?

RA: Within the last year the
organisation of which we are
part, Anti-Fascist Action, has
distributed some 80,000
leaflets in Tower Hamlets, In
the local elections last year In
one particular ward, the BNP
got 25% of the white vote.
They are also standing two
candidates there in the general
election. On Remembrance Day
1891, we organised a 4,000
march through Bethnal Green
in solidarity with victims of
racists attacks. There were
only flve arrests and the BNP
decided to play truant on the
day.

BBC: Do local Asians support
you?

RA: The Aslans are often
presented as passive and
victim= llke but they have
baen forced to defend
themselves against the race

attackers by operating on a
simllar basis to ourselves.

BBC: Has Red Action grown
since the formation of the
ARL?

RA:  Well, Red Action Is
growing steadily i not

spectacularly. For a period in

the late eighties to resolve
some Internal contradictions,
we were forced to look

Inward, but now we're about
ready to turn outward again.
However, we do expect that
lwith the ANL and Anti-Racist

confrontation,~ e
Experionce has shown us that no === eens il
the greater the freedom the're e
thelr = «
oty

First published seven years
8go, this pamphlet although
slightly out of date now,
still  gives a good insight
into  the discussions and
events that led to the form-

ation of Red Action, Priced
50p. PLEASE INCLUDE
S.ALE
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Alliance entering the arena
as the moderate wings of the
anti-fascist movement that
AFA as o single issue organi-
sation will gain support beca-
use their politics do not work.
BBC: You also firm
policies on Ireland.

have

RA: We provide..we have a
position of offering unequivocal
support to the IRA.

BBC: Why?

RA: We Dbelieve that the
British are an occupying army,
and Its In the Interests of the
working class over there and
over here that the troops
should get out. We also
understand that because this
would fragment the state that
the British will resist It to the
last.

BBC: Is it not Inconsistent to
support anti-fascism In Britain
and also to suppport a group
which would seek to hold the
country to ransom, that killed

elght workers, Protestant
working men in Teebane last
week?

RA: If you are saying that the
IRA are fascist, we do not
share this view. In fact over
here, Republicans, and those
who share progressive ideas
identily with the troops out of
Ireland. It s the fascists who
support the Unionist cause and
In  Scotland individuals are
known to share dual
membership betweeen the BNP
and the UVF, It Is a war,.

BBC: But the British
government have declared time
and time agaln that it Is not a
war, they have refused to
declare war on the IRA, war I
different...

RA: Yes, but when they do
declare war, like In Irag, they
put a rocket through an air
vent of a civillan shelter
Incinerating hundreds of
clvilians Inside which left the
foor of the shelter awash with

melted human fat. What did

those people...
INTERVIEW INTERRUPTED

At this point the plug was
pulled. A minute or two later
the Interviewer returned.

BBC: Joe, are you still there, |
thought we'd lost you for a
moment! Do you have many
members in Ireland?

RA: Recently, a branch has
emerged in Dublin,

BBC: Most socialists would not
support your views.

RA: Well, a broad spectrum of
the left supported the ANC in
South Africa who ware
engaged in armed struggle -
unlike them we believe that
our politics should reflect a
consistency closer to home
where we can have some
Influence. Red Action operates
at the sharpest point where

the class is divided, while the
rest of the left, are drawn
towards the false unity of the
lowest common denominator.
INTERVIEW INTERRUPTED

BBC: We will have to deal
with this more
comprehensively...we haven't
got time now.

RA: | was told that the
Intarview was from 12.15 to
1.45,

BBC: Yes | know, but | was
late. 1I'l ring you this

afternoon and we'll arrange it.

INTERVIEW TERMINATED
The imterview was never
resumed. There has bees no
subsequent comtact. Although
governmenat censorship laws are
meant to apply oaly to
proscribed tions, It
appears that the ban has been
extended to include Red
Actlon!

JOIN
RED ACTION

Red Action is an isati

founded by king class

péople (o work for the furthering of the cause of
Socialism. Membership is open 1o all who accept our
political princples and pay a weekly subscription. Every
member hus an equal vole on all Red Action policy and

descisions.

If you support our gims but do not wish (o become o

member, you can become a supporting member. This does
nol entitle you o vote, but you will receive.

1. A free subscription 1o the newspaper.

2. A regular internal newsletter that will keep you
informed of what is going on in the organisation.

3. Noiification of any Red Action activities in your area.
The cost for this is {20 for one year,

Subscriptions 10 the paper are still available separately .
The cost is {3 pounds for ten issues. Please remember that
producing s paper is 8 very uneconomic business and we
are always very grateful for sny donations, and especiully
grateful 1o anyone who can take extra copies to sell,

All cheques and postal orders should be made pasable

to “Red Action'.
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