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Joint Declaration for the

New International’

——
“ Conditions demand the welding together of the advanced
workers into a new International . . . on the principles of
Marx and Lenin.”

In full realization of the great historic re-
sponsibility which rests upon them, the under-
signed organizations have unanimously decided
to combine their forces for Joint work for the
regeneration of the revolutionary proletarian
movement on an international scale. As the bas-
is for their activity they lay down the follow-
ing principles :

1.  The mortal crisis of imperialist capitalism
which has taken the props out from under re-
formism (social-democracy, the Second Inter-
national, the bureaucracy of the International
Federation of trade unions) poses imperatively
the question of the break with reformist pulicy
and of the revolutionary struggle for the con-
quest of power and the establishment of the
proletarian dictatorship as the only means for
the transformation of capitalist society into a
socialist society.

2. The problem of the proletarian revolution
bears, by its very nature, an international char-
acter. The proletariat can build a complete soc-
falist society only on the basis of the world
division of labour and world co-operation. The
undersigned categorically reject, therefore, the
theory of “'soclalism in one country' which un-
dermines the very foundation of proletarian in-
ternationalism.

3. No less energetically must be rejected
the theory of the Austro-Marxists, centrists and
left reformists who, under the pretext of the
International character of the Socialist revolu-
tion, advocate an expectant passivity with re-
gard to their own country, in reality delivering
thereby the proletariat into the hands of fasc-
ism. A proletarian party which evades the seiz-
ure of power under the present historic condi-
tions, commits the worst of betrayals. The vic-
torious proletariat of one country must streng-
then its national dictatorship by socialist con-
struction, which remains of necessity incom-
plete and contradictory until the working class
seizes political power in at least a few advanced
capitalist countries. Simultaneously, the victor-
ious working class of one country must direct
2ll its efforts to the extension of the socialist
revolution to other countries. The contradiction
between the national charrcter of the seizure of
power and the international character of social-
ist society can be resolved only by courageous
revolutionary action.

4. The Third International, which grew out
of the October revolution, laid down the prin-
ciples of proletarian policy in the epoch of im-
perialism and gove the world proletariat the first
lessons in the revolutionary struggle for power,
fell victim of a chain of historical contradictions,
The treacherous role of the soclal-democracy,
the immaturity and inexperience of the comm-
unist parties led to the breakdown of the post
war revolutionary movements in the East and
In the West. The isolated position of the pro-

letarizn dictatorship in a  backward country
Bave an extraordinary power to the ever more
conservative and nationally-limited Soviet bur-
caucracy. The ulavish dependence of the see-
tions of the Comintern on the Soviet tops led,
in its turn, to a new ceries of grave defeats, to
bureaucratic degeneration of the theory and
praclice of the communist parties, to their or-
ganizational weakening, so that the Comintern
proved nnt only incapable of fulfilling its hist-
oric rule but became more and more of an ob-
stacie in the way of the revolutionary movement.

5. The advance of fascism in Germany put
the organizations of the working clzss to a de-
cizive test. The social-democracy once more
confirmed the designation given it by Rosa Lux-
emburg and revealed itself for the second time
as *“a stinking corpse.” The overcoming of the
organizations, ideas and methods of reformism
is the necessary prerequisite for the victory of
the working class over capitali.m.

6. The German events revealed with no less
force the collapse of the Third International.
Despite its fourteen year existence, despite the
experience gained in gigantic battles, despite
the moral support of the Soviet state and the
plentiful means for propaganda, the Communist
party of Germany revealed, under conditions of
a grave economic, social and political crisis, con-
ditions exceptionally f:vourable for a revolution-
ary parly, an absolute revolutionary incapacity
thereby showing conclusively that despite
the heroism of many of its members it is no
longer able to fulfil its historic role.

7. The position of world capitalism; the
frightful crisis which plunged the working mas-
ses into unheard of misery; tha revolutionary
movement of the oppressed colonial masses;
the world danger of f'scism; the perspective of
a2 new cycle of wars which threaten to destroy
the whole of human culture — these are the
conditions which imperatively demand the weld-
Ing together of the proletarian vanguard into
1 new (Fourth) International. The undersigned
obligate themselves to direct all their forces to

-the formation in the shortest possible time of

this International on the firm foundation of the
theoretic and ctrategical principles laid down by
Marx and Lenin,

8. While ready to co-operate with all the
organizations, groups and factions which are ac-
tually developing from reformism or bureaucra-
tic centrism (St-linism) towards revolutionary
Marxian policy, the undersigned at the same
time declare that the new International cannot
tolerate any corci'iation towards reformism or
centrism. The necessary unity of the working-
class movement cannot be attained by the blur-
ring of reformist and revolutionary conception,
or by an adaption to the Stalinist policy, but
only by combating the policies of both bankrupt
Internationals, To remain equal to its task the

New International muss nol permit any devia-
tion from revolutionaey principles in the quest-
ion oi the iasurrections, the proletarian dicta-
forship, the Soviet form of the siate, elc.

9. By iis clazs basis, by its social founda-
tions, by the incontestably prevailing forms of
proparty the USSR remiins even to-lay a
workers' state, that is an insirument for the
buikiing of a socinist socicty. The new [nter-
national will inzcribe on its banner as one of its
most important tusks the defence of the Soviet
st.te from imperialism and internal counter-re-
vulution. Preciscly the revoluiionary defznce of
the U.S.S.R. piaces upon us the imperalive task
of freeing the revoluiionary forces of the entire
world from the corrupting influence of the
Stalinist Comintern and of building a new In-
ternalional. Only under the condition of com-
plete independence of the international prole-
tarian organizations from the Soviet bureaucra-
cy and the tireless unmasking of its fzlse meth-
ods hefore the working masses is a successful
defence of the Soviet Union possible.

10. Party democracy is a necessary prerequi-
site for the healthy development of revolution-
ary proletarian parties on a nalional as well as
an an internations| seale. Without freedom of
criticism, without the election of functionaries
from top to bottom, without the control of the
apparatus by the rank and file, no truly revolu-
tionary party is possible. The need for secrecy
under conditions of illegality changes complete-
ly the forms of the internal life of a revolution-
ary party and makes wide discuszions and elec-
tions difficult, if not altogether impossible, But
even under Lhe most diflicult conditions and
circumstances the basic demands of a healthy
party regime retain their full force; honest in-
formatien of the party, freedom of criticism
and a real inner unity hetween the leadership
and the party majority. Having suppressed and
crushed the will of the revolutionary workers,
the reformist bureaucrzcy turned the social-de-
mocracy and the trade-unions into impotent
bodies despite their membership pumbering
millions. Having - flifled inner democracy, the
Stalinist bureaucracy stifled also the Comintern.
The new Internalional, as well as the parties
adhering thereto, must build their entire inner
life on the basis of democratic centralism.

11. The undersigned create, by delegating
their representatives, a Permanent Commission
assigning to it the following :

a) the elaboration of a programmatic
manifesto as the charter of the new Inter-
national ;

b) the preparation of a critical rnalysis
of the organisations and tendencies of the
present-day workers movement (theoretic
commentary to the Manifesto);

c) the elaboration of theses on all the
fundamental questions of revolutionary stra-
tegy of the proletarial;

d) the representation of the undersigned
organizations before the outside world.

Signed :

E. BAUER, International Communist Left Op-

position.

J. SCHWAB, Socialist Workers' Party (Ger-

many).

J. P. SCHMIDT, Independent Socialist Party

(Holland).

K. SNEEVLIET, Revolutionary Sociallst Party

(Holland).

® The above text has heen revised and con-
sequently differs slightly in wording from the
version published as a leaflet.
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The latest political decisions of the National
Council of the Brhish Independent Labour
Party show clearly that after its break with the
reformists this party continues to move left-
ward, >imilar proces.es are to be observed In
other countries: a left wing forms within the
social demsceraile pariles which splits off at Lhe
following siage from the party and tries with
its own forces to pave for liseil a revolutionary
path. The.e processes reflzct on one side tue
deep crilis of capitailsm and of reformi.m
which is inseparaviy hound up therewith, ana
on the otncr — the inabiiity of the Comintera
to group around itseif revoluiionary currents
within e pruleiariat,

In Engiand, however, the situation is compli-
cated mire vy an unheard of combination.
Whereas, in other countries, the Comintern
continuss to treat the left Socialist orgaonisa-
tions as “left :ccial fascists’ and :s "“the most
dangersus couiater-revoluiionists,” a permanent
collaboration has becn established between the
L.L.P. and the communist party of Great Brit-
ain. How these leaders of the Comintern cum-
bine this collaboraion with the theory of “sce-
ial fasci.m’ vem ins a mystery. In the July i.s-
ue of r.c li.curedeal organ of the Comintern
Fenner B..cikwiy, the new.y appcinted Secrei-
ary of fus 'L.% is called a “counter-revolu-
tionist” a. ..cr.:ofore. Why the British Comm-
unist paity ©.ie a ureiied front this time not
from buolow wul from above, morecver, with
leaders who psove to he '‘counter-revolution-
istz,” and 1 u.i.ed front made not for one sin-
gle preeiie | ze.fon bui for eollaboration in gen-
eral, — no morizl can so.ve these contrauic-
tions. But if the p-rincipic: be left aside, the
matter can be explalned very simply: ucder Lhe
excepiionally favuurable condilions of Greal
Britain the Comintcrn managed completely to
isolate and wesken its Brilish scciion by the
rulnous pzlicy of the Angio-Russian Committee,
the *iiird period,” ‘“.oclal-fascism™ and the
rest; on Lke other hazd, the deep social crisis
of Briti.h capl.aiism pushed the LL.P. sharply
towards the lefi; not heeding consistency or
logic the totally discouraged Comintern grabb-
ed this time witk both hands the alliance pro-
posed to it.

We could kave and thould have welcomed
and hearfily supported the collaboration of the
LL.P. with the communist party h-d it not
been based on evasiveness, supprezsions and
ambiguilies on both sides.

Of the Communi t Party tke Nalional Council
says that it is ‘'revolutionary in outlook as
ourselves.” That i: all that we learn with regard
to the appraisal of the communist p-rty and of
its policy. Every serlous and thinking worker
will inevitzbly ask: why are two parlies necess-
ary if they have both an equally revolutionary
outlook. This worker will bé even more acton-
ished upon learning that the leaders of one of
the equally revolutionary parties consider the
leaders of the other party as “counler-revolu-
tionists” and “left soclal-fascists.” Possibly the
National Council refrains from a critical estim-
ation of its ally so as not to undermine the alli-
ance itself. But an alliance of revolutionary
organisations which is based not on open mut-
ual criticism but on diplomacy will be thrown
over by the first gust of the political storm,
like a house of cards.

The theses of the Natlonal Council explain
the bloc with the Communist Party, first as a
step lowards the united front, secondly as a
stage in the creation of a mass revolutionary
party. Each of these two arguments has its
weight; but mechanically placed side by side
they comtradict each other. The theses repeat
that the united front should embrace any and
all organisations of the proletariat insofar as
they wish to p-rticipate in the struggle: the
Labour party, the trade unions, even the Co-
operative parly. But we know well, and not
from literature but from the tragic experience
of the German catastrophe, that the Comintern
rejects the united front with reformist (“'social-
fascist”) organisations. How does the LL.P.
intend to build 2 united front with reformist
organisations in alliance with the com-
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mu.ist party: only from below and under the
leadership of the Communist hurezucracy guar-
aiiced ia 2évancz? To this question there is no
answer.

Mentioning in passing that the bloc with the
Communist P.rty has pushed certain sections of
the "official movement” to the right, the Nat-
lonal Council expresses the hope that these
prejudices can be conquered by an aclive par-
ticipation in daily struggles. The f ct that the
reaclionary prejudices of the leader: of the
Lzbour Party and of the General Cou.cil of
trade-unions do not [righten the leaders of the
LLL.P. only doe: the LL.P. credit. Unfariusate-
ly, however, it is not only a question of preju-
Cices. When the commu:ist bureaucracy dGe-
clares that reformism and fasci:m are twins, it
not only criticises the reformist le ders ircor-
recily, bui it provokes the rigitful indignation
cf the reformi t workers, The tacses, it is &:ue,
say that the criiici m of reformism shou'd czr-
recpond to aciual facts and push the reformist
workers forward and not bzek; but the Ccm-
munist Parly is not mantioned in this coance-
tion bty one word. What can be made of the
thecry of *. oclal-fascizsm™? And how can (he
policy of the united front Fe built on this
theory? To pass such que tions in silence in
the resolution does not mean to remove them
from life. An open discussion could possibly
force the Communist Party lo adopt a correct
po:ition; diplomatic evasiveness can only pile
up contradictions and prepare a new calastrophe
for the next mass movement.

Wotkers |  Save the lives of Torgler,
Dimitrov, Papov and Tanev. Demand the
veloase of all worksrs at present in the
hands of the Fascist murder bands.

Without defining in principle thelr attitude
to cfiicial communism (stalinism) the theses
of the National Council stop midway in their
relation to reformism. The reformists must be
criticised a: conservative d>moezats and not as
fascists, but the strugg!e with them must be ro
less irreconcilable because of it, since British
reformism is the mzin hkindrance now to the
liberation not only of the Briti-h but also of the
European proletariat. The policy of a united
front with reformi:ts is obligatory but il is of
necessity limited to partial tasks, especially to
defensive struggles. There can be no thought
of making the socizlist revolution in a united
front with reformist organisations. The princi-
pal task of a revolutionary party consists in
freeing the working class from the influence of
reformism. The error of the Comintern bureau-
cracy consists, not in the fact that they see the
most important condition for the victory of the
proletariat in the leadership of a revolutionary
party — that is entirely correct — but in that
being incapable of gaining the confidence of the
working m-sses in daily struggle, starting as a
minority in modest roles, it demands this confid-
ence in advance, presents ultimatums to the
working class and disrupts attempts at a united
front because other organisations are not will-
ing to hand it over voluntarily the marshal's
baton. This is not Marxian policy but bureau-
cratic sabotage. A secure and firm victory of the
proletarian revolution’— we repeat it again —
is possible only under the condition that a
revolutionary, that is a truly Communist, party
will succeed in gaining the firm confidence of
the majority of the working class before the
overthrow. This central question is not touch-
ed in the theses. Why? Out of “tact” with re-
gard to the ally? Not only that. There are deep-
er causes. Insufficient clarity of the theses with
regard to the united front flows from the in-
complete realisations of the methods of the
proletarian revolution. The theses speak of the
necessity ""to wrest the control of the economic
system and the State from the capitalist class
and to transfer it to the working class.” But
how solve this gigantic problem? To this pivo-
tal question of our epoch the theses reply with
a naked phrase: “this can only be achleved
through united action of the working class.”

I.L.P.?

The struggle for power znd the dictatorship of
the prolerariat remain abstractions which can be
easily dissolved in the amorphous perspectives
of the united front . . .

In the realm of ready made revolutionary
fcrmulae the bureaucracy of the British Com-
munist Party i. immeaasurably better equipped.
Precicely in this lies now its advinlage over
{Le leadership of the L.L.P. And it must be sald
cpenly: tkis superlicial, purely formal advant-
age may under the present circumstances lead
lo the liquidation of the LL.P. without any
gzin accruing to the Communist Parly and to
tire revolution. The objective conditions have
more than o:ce puched tens and even hundreds
of thousands of workers towards the British
section of the Comintern, but the leadership
of the Comintern was capable only of disillu-
sianing them and of throwing them back, If the
LL.P. as 2 whole should enter lo-day the ranks
of the Communist Party, within 1he next couple
oi months one third of the new members
would rcturn to the Labour Party, another third
would be expelled for '‘conciliatory aititude to-
wards Trotskyiem” :nd for similar crimes, fin-
ally, the remaining third, disillusioned in all its
expecialions would fall into indifferentism. As
a result of this experiment the Communist Party
wiuld find itcell weaker and more isolated than
now.

The LL.P. can save the workers’ movement
of Englaad from this new danger only by free-
ing Wisell frem al unclarity and hcziness with
regard to the way: and methods of the socialist
revolution and by becoming a truly revolution-
ary party of the proletariat. There is no necess-
ity of inventing anything new in this field: all
has been :aid well by the (irst four congresses
of the Comintern. Instead of feeding on bureau-
critic substitutes of the epigones it is better to
put all the members of the LL.P. to the study
of the resolutions of the first four congresses
of the Comintern. But thi: alone does not suff-
ice. 1 is necessary Lo open a discussion in the
parly on the lessons of the last decade which
wias marked by the struggle between the Stalin-
ist bureaucracy and the Left Opposition. The
content of this struggle was made wp of the
most imporiant stage of the world revolutionary
meyement; economic and politic | tasks of the
U.S.5.R.; problems of the Chinese revolution;
the policy of the Anglo-Ruszian committee;
methods of the united front; problems of party
democracy; the causes of the German catas-
trophe. This enormous cyele of problems can-
not be passed'by. These are not Russian but
international problems.

In our epoch a revolutionary party cannot but
be international. What is the position of the LL.P
on this? Having entered into an alliance with
the communist party the LL.P. has not deter-
mined its international position. It broke with
the Second International and made an alliance
with the Third, but it also enters into a labour
¢lliance with left socialist parties. This alliance;
in its turn, it not homogeneous. There are ele-
ments in it which gravitate towards bolshevism,
but there are also elements which pull towards
the Norwegian Workers' Party, that is, in real-
ity towards the social-democracy. What posi-
tion does the L.L.P. take on all these questions?
Is it willing to share the fate of the historically
already doomed Comintern, does il want to try
to remain in an intermediary position (which
means to return by round about ways to re-
formism), or is it ready to participate in the
building of a new International on the foundas
tions laid by Marx and Lenin?

To the serious reader it is clear that our cri-
ticism is least of all inspired by animosity to-
wards the LL.P. On the contrary, we see too
clearly that if this party should ingloriously
disappear from the scene socialism would suf-
fer a new hard blow. And this danger exists and
it Is not far removed. In our epoch it is imposs-
Ible to remain long In intermediary positions,
Only political clarity can save the LL.P. for the
proletarian revolution. The aim of these lines
is to help revolutionary clarity to pave its way.

August 28th, 1933, L. TROTSKY.




On the Need

A. It is time to break with the caricature of
4n International which is in Moscow. It is im-
possible to bear even a2 shadow of political re-
sponsibility for the Stzlinists. We have been
very prudent and very patlent with regard to
the Comintern; but there is a limit to every-
thing; now that, before the sight of the entire
world, Wels on the one side, Stilin on the
other, have pliaced Hitler in the saddle, now
that the Comintern, despite the catastrophe,
has proclaimed Its policy Infallible — no man
of judgment will any longer hope that this
<ligue can be “reformed.”

B. The clique certainly not, but the Comin-
tern tiken as a whole?

A. One must not be deceived by general
phrases. The * Comintern as a whole” is
an abstraction, not fo say an emptly expression.
The command is in the hands of the Stalinist
clique. For six years now there has heen no
Congress. Who has trampled under foot the
statutes? The clique. By what right? By the
right of usurp:ztion, Not one section, nol one
local organisation, nut one paper has dared to
breathe a word about the neces:ity of an inter-
national Congress. This means that, in fact, the
fate of the ““Comintern as a whole" lies in the
hands of an irresponsible clique.

B. Thrt is incontestable, but isn’t that just
how the matter stood a year ago, when we had
not yet withdrawn the slogan of the reform of
the Comintern?

A. No. That is not how the matter stood.
A year ago one could still hope to save the
situation in G2rmany. We did everything in our
power to throw light on the logic of the situa-
tion. If the Comintern were a viable organisa-
tion, its leadership could not have failed to
hear the voice of events: it is absolutely impos-
sible to expect 2 more powerful voice. And if
the Comintern remained deaf this time, it means
that it Is a corpse. In still another respect 2
decisive change has taken place. Last yerr the
‘German Communist Party still existed. In the
whirlpool of great events, it had to reckon with
the working masses. One was able to hope with
a certain right — up to-the hour of the verifi-
cation — that the development of the struggle

-of the masses would not only make Thaelmann's

‘Centrzl Committee turn about, but also the
praesidium of Stalin-Manuilsky. That did not
‘take place. Of the German Communist Party,
nothing has remained but an apparatus which
grows weaker every day and becomes increas-
ingly alienated from the masses. The point has
been reached where the Central Committee pro-
hibits the illegal local organisations from pub-
lishing their articles and appeals: the duty of
the local committees is but to reprint the revel-
ations of the Manuilskys and the Heckerts.
Every movement of thought represents a mor-
tal danger for these people. The victory of Hit-
ler is not really a ‘defeat’” for them; it has
freed them from all control from below . . .But
now that the strongest party of the Comintern
has left the stage, there is decidedly no way, no
canal and no lever left by which to act upon the

-¢lique which commands the Comintern.

B. Can the German Communist Party be
spoken of as the strongest party of the Comin-
tern? You seem to forget the Communist Party

-of the Soviet Union.

A. No, I have not forgotten it. Even if one
recognises that the C. P. S. U. is a party (in
reality, within the administrative cadres of the

‘C. P. S. U., which change according to the will

of the clique, several parties are conducting 2

.covert struggle against each other), this party
‘is, in any case, not an active section of the
‘Comintern. The Soviet workers have no idea of

what is happening in the proletarian movement

‘in the West: nothing is communicated to them

or, still worse, they are ignobly deceived. In the
Political Bureau itself, with its present compo-

‘sition, there is not a single person who knows

the life and the struggle of the world proletar-
iat, to say nothing about the theory of Marx-
ism. Finally, the C. P. S. U. possesses no means
of expressing its opinion on.the international
questions. From the party have been smatched
the Congresses, the meetings, the discussions,
the press. Not a single Soviet Journal has even
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dared to pose the question of the correctness of
the policy in Germany. In general, nobody dares
to pose questions; everybody is obliged to wait
In silence for replies. And they have seen
Hitler arrive . ., . .,

The slogan of the “reform of the Comintern
was, for us, never 1 hollow phrase. We counted
on reform 2s on a reality. Developments follows
the worst road. That is precisely why we zre
compelled to declare that the policy of reform is
exhausted lo the very end.

B. 15 it then possible for us to leave the
Centrist bureaucracy the banner of the Comin-
tern?

A.  One should not be misled by ambiguous
formulae. What is understood by a banner? A
program? But it is long since we have rejected
the program adopted by the Sixth Congress as
a pernicious admixlure of opportunism and ad-
venturism, In the course of several years, bas-
ing ourselves on the lessons of events, we
counted upon changing the program of the
Comintern by inlernal means. Now this possi-
bility has disappeared at the same time as the
possibility of “reform.” To the misercble eclec-
tic program of the Comintern, we must oppose
our Marxian program.

B. And the first four Congresses of the
Comintern?

A. Naturally, we do not abandon them. All
the more so as the Stalinists have long since re-
nounced them and given them over to us. Our
program — we will build up on the foundations
established by the first four Congresses: it is

WHY THE RED FLAG IS LATE

Last month we said that our financial posi-
tion was ‘desperate and that without help
we could not publish the usual size paper.
Wo had some help but by no means suffi-
cient and we have thus been sompelled to
publish late and date this issue ““October-
November,"”

The next number depends on you eom-
rade reader. We have tons of material wait-
ing to be published but have no money.
Send all you can spare; collect as much as
you can and help to sell as many copies as
you can.

an irreproachable Marxian foundation, it is our
foundation. The lessons of the recent years —
only the Left Opposition has translated them
into the language of Marxism.

B. The opponents will, in spite of every-
thing, say that we are renouncing the banner of
Lenin.

A. The Opponents have been shouting that
for some time, and all the more loudly the more
they trample in the mud the heritage of Bol-
shevism. As for us, we shall say to the workers
of the entire world that we are taking upon
ourselves the defence of the banner of Marx
and Lenin, the continuation and the develop-
ment of their work in the intransigeant strug-
gle not only against the reformist traitors —
that goes without saying — but also against the
Centrist falsifiers of Bolshevism, the usurpers
of the banner of Lenin, the organisers of the
defeats and the capitulations, the corruptors of
the proletarian vanguard: the Stalinists.

B. Then what is to be done about the
C.P.S.U.? Whal is to be - done about the
U.S.S.R.? The opponents, won't they say that
we consider 2s lost the work of the workers'
state and that we are preparing the armed in-
surrection against the Soviet Government?

A. Certainly they'll say it. They have been
saying it for some time now. What else can they
say to justify their ignoble persecutions of the
Bolshevik-Leninists? But we are guided not by
the calumny of the opponents, but by the actual
course of the class struggle. The October revo-
lution, with the Bolshevik party at its head,
created the workers’ state, Now the Bolshevik
party no longer exists. But the fundamental
social content of the October revolution is still
alive. The bureaucratic dictatorship, in spite
of the technical successes acquired under its
reign (in spite of itself), enormously facilitates
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the poszibility of a capitalist restoration. But
luckily, the point of a restoration has not yet
been reached. With favourable internal, and
above all international, conditions, the edifice
of the workers’ state can be regeneraled on the
social foundation of the Soviet state, withuut a
new revolution. For 1 long time we have reck-
oned thit we would succeed in reforming the
C.P.S.U. itself, and through its intermediary, in
regenerating the Soviet regime. But the present
official party bears much less of a2 resemblance
to a party thun two Or even one year ago. The
party congress has not taken place for more
than three years and nobody talks about it.
The Stalinist clique is now carving down and
reconstrucling its “party”, as if it were a disci-
plinary battalion. The aim of the purging and
of the expulsions was first of all to disorganise
the party, to terrorise il, to Jeprive it of the
possibilty of thinking and of acting; now the
repressions hzve as their aiim to prevent the
regeneration of the party, Yel, the proletarian
party is indispensable if the Suviet state is not
to perish. There are many ¢lements for it, but
it is only in the struggle against the Stalinistic
bureaucracy that they can be brought to the
surface and united. To speck of the reform
of the C.P.S.U. would mean to look b:ckward
and not forward, and to assuage one's own mind
with emptied formulae. In the U.S.5.R., it is
necessary to build a Bolshevik party again.

B. But isn't that the road of civil war?

A. The Stalinist bureaucracy conducted the
struggle against the Left Opposition even in
the period when we were quite sincerely and
with conviction for the reform of the C.P.S.U.
The arrests, the deportations, the fusilades—
what are those if not the civil war, at least in
embryo? In the struggle against the Left Opposi-
tion, the Stalinist bureauveracy was the instru-
ment of the counter-revolutivnary forces and
by that fact, it isolated ilself from the masses.
Now the civil war is placed on the order of the
day along another line, between (he counter-
revolution going over to the offensive and the
Stalinist bureaucracy on the defensive. In the
struggle with the counter-revolution, the
Bolshevik Leninists will obviously be the
left flank of the Soviet front. The fighting
bloe in coalition with the Stalinists
will flow here from the whole tituation. It
should not however, be thought that in this
struggle the Stalinist bureaucracy will be unani-
mous. Al the decisive moment, it will break
up into fragments and its component elements
will meet again in the two oppusing camps.

B. So the citil war is inevitable?

A. Right at the present moment it is taking
place. By maintaining the present course, it
can only become more acute, With the further
impotence of the Comintern, with the paralysis
of the international proletarian vanguard and
under the conditions of the inevilable growth
of world Fascism, the victory of the counter-
revolution in the U.S.S.R. would be inevitable.
Naturally, the Bolshevik-Leninists will continue
their work in the U.S.S.R. regardless of the
conditions. But the saving of the workers' state
can be effected only by the intermediary of
the world revolulionary movement. In all of
human history, the ohjective conditions for its
regeneration and its rise have never heen so
favorable as now. What is lacking is the revo-
lutionary party. The Stalinist clique can rule
only by destroying the party, in the U.S.S.R.
as in the rest of the world. One can tear oneself
away from this vicious circle only by breaking
with the Stalinist bureaucracy. It Is necessary
to build a party on a fresh spot, under a clean
banner,

B. And how will the revolutionary parlies
of the capitalist world be able to act upon the
Stalinist bureaucracy in the U.S.S.R.}

A. The whole question lies in the genulne
strength. We have seen how the Stalinist
bureaucracy crawled before the Kuo Min Tang,
before the British trade unions. We see how it
is crawling now, even before petty bourgeols
pacifists. Strong revolutionary parties, truly

{Continued on page four).
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On the Need for the New International
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capable of ﬁghiing against imperialism, and con- i

sequentiy of defending the U.S.S.R., will com-
pel the Stalinist bureaucracy to reckon with
them. Much more important is the fact that
these organisations will acquire an enormouus
authority in the eyes of the Soviet workers and
will thus finally create favourable conditions
for the rebirth of a genuine Bolshevik party. It
Is only on this road that the reform of the Sov-
let state is possible without a new proletarian
revolution.

B. So then: we abandon the slogan of the
reform of the C.P.S.U. and we build up the new
party as an insirument for the reform of the
Soviet Union,

A. Perfeclly correct.

B. Is this tremendous task commensurable
with our forces?

A. The questlon is put erroneously. First
of all, it is necessary to formulate clearly and
courageously the historical task, and then to as-
semble the forces for its resolution. Certainly
we are still weak to-day, but that does not at
all signify that history will grant us a delay.
One of the phychological sources of opportun-
ism is the fear of great tasks, that is, the lack
of faith in revolutionary possibilities. However,
great tasks do not fall from the sky: they em-
erge from the course of the cliass struggle. It
is in these same conditions that one must seek
the forces for the resolution of the great tasks.

B. But doesn't the over-estimation of one's
own forces often lead to adventurism?

A. That is absolutely correct. It would be
pure adventurism if we were to “proclaim™ that
our present orgapisation is the Communist In-
ternational or if, under this name, we were to
unite ourselves mechanically with various other
oppositional organisations. The new Internation-
al cannot be “proclaimed”: it still has to be
built, But one can and one should, from to-day
onward, proclaim the necessity to create a new
International.

Ferdinand Lassalle,. who was no stranger to
opportunism, nor to adventuricm, nevertheless
magnificently expressed the fund:mental re-
quirement of revolutionary politics: Every great
action begins by the assertion of what is. Before
replying practically to the questions: How is a
new International to be built, what methods
are to be applied, what delays are to be fixed
— it is necessary to assert openly wh=tt is :
The Comintern is dead for the revolution.

B. On this point, in your opinion, there
can no longer be any doubt?

A. Not a shadow. The whole course of the
struggle against national-socialism, the conclu-
sion of this struggle and the lessons of this
conclusion — equally indicate not only the
complete revolutionary absence of the Comin-
tern but also its organic inc-pacity to learn, to
mend its ways, that is, to ‘“reform" itself. The
German lesson would not be @50 crushing and
so unimpeachable, if it were not the crowning-
plece of ten years of the history of Centrist
blundering, of pernicious errors, of ever more
frightful defeats, of increasingly fruitless sacri-
fices and losces and, in connection with that —
of a complete theoretical devastation, of a bur-
eaucratic degeneration, of psittacism, of demo-
ralisation, of duping the masses, of uninterrupt-
ed falsifications, of the banizhment of revolu-
tioni ts, of the selection of functionarics, mer-
cenaries and pure lackeys. The present Comin-
tern is an expensive rpparatus for the weaken-
ing of the proletarian vanguard, That's all. It
is not capable of doine more.

Wherever the conditions of bourgeois demon-
cracy open up a certain space, the Stali-ists,
thanks to the apparatus and to the cashbox,
simul-te a political activity. Muenzenberz haz
now become 2 symbolical firure of the Comin-
tern. But who is Muenzenberg? He is an
Oustric* on the “proletarian” arena. Empty
slogans, which engage one to nothing, a little

*Qustric: Notorfous French financler, indust-
rlalist, shady stock speculator, trust magnate,
intimate of politicians in all camps, swindler.
Finally brought to trial and condemned.~—Trans.

(Continued on next Column)

“LConnt. it
My Duty."”

Tom Mann has sent us the [ollowing letter, date Sep-
tembuer 7th, in reply to our ‘Open Letter which appeared
in Jast month's Red Flag:

“Dear Comruda,

I have read tha letter addressed to me which appears in
the Red Flag. When in China In 1917 1 attended the open-
lng of the Chinese C ist Party Cong at Hankow,
and 1 considered Comrade Chen Du Siu and his colleagues
a capable and courageous body of comrades. when the ar-
rests and imprisonments fcllowed 1 have on many ocea-
sions at public zatherings emphatlcally protested against
the lmprisonment and demanded the release of all class
war prisonera.

If my signature is of eny walue by way of protest or
demand | am ready to append same, and | count it my
duty to continus to develop opinion till it shall be equal
to demanding and securing the releass of cur comrade.

(signed) TOM MANN.

(Continued from Column One)

bit of Bolshevism, a little bit of liberalism, a
stock exchange of journals, literary drawing
rooms where friendship for the U.S.S.R. has its
price, a theatrical hostility towards the reform-
Ists, changing easily into a friendship for them
(Barbusse!) and, what is important, a well-
adorned cashbox, independent of the working
masses that's what Muenzenbergism is. Living
politically on the alms of bourgeois democracy,
the Stalinists still demand of it — the crowning
point — “that it sirike down the Bolshevik-
Leninists. Can one sink lower?... Yet, let
but the bourgeoisie seriously lift the Fascist
or the simple police fist, and Stalinism draws
its tail between its legs and retires docilely into
the void. The Comintern in agony can give
nothing to the world proletariat, absolutely
nothing, save evil.

B. That the Comintern, as the central ap-
paratus, has become a brake on the revolution-
ary movement, it is impossible not to acknow-
ledge. But what about the national sections?
Are all of them in the same stage of degenera-
tion and decadence?

A. After the German catastrophe, we have
seen, in Austria as well as in Bulgaria, how the
Stalinist parties are liquidated without resist-
ance on the part of the masses. If the situation
is more f'vourable in some countries than in
others, the difference, despite everything, is
not very great, But let us even admit that one
section of the Comintern or another is conquer-
ed by the Left Opposition: the morning after
this fact, if not on the eve, it will be expelled
from the Comintern and it will have to seek
for itself a new International (something of that
sort happened in Chile). Cases of that kind
took place also during the appearance of the
11l International; thus, the French Socialist Party
transformed itself officlally into a Communist
Party. But that did not change the general dir-
ection of our policy with regsrd to the 1I In-
ternational.

B. Don't you think that thourands of *'Stal-
inists sympathetic to us will move away from
us in fright when they learn that we are break-
ing away finally with the Comintern?

A. It Is possible. It is even likely. But it
is wilth all the greater decision that they will
join with us at the following stage. It must
not be forgotten, on the other hand, th7t in
every country there are thousands of revolu-
tionists who have ahandoned the official party
or who were expelled from it, and who did not
Join us in large measure because, in their eyes,
we were only a faction of that same party with
which they were disgusted. An even greater
number of workers rre right now separating
from reformism and seeking a revolutionary
leadership. Finally, in this situation of putre-
faction of the social democracy and the collapse
of Stalinism, a young generation of workers is
rising for whom a stainless banner is nceded.
The Bolshevik-Leninists can and should form the
axls of crystalization of all these numerous ele-
ments. Then all that is of a living nature in the
Stalinist “International” will shake off Its last
doubts and will join us.

REPLY

The Anti-War
*“Fighters”

Right from the very beginning, when the World Anti-
Woar Congress was first mooted, the Left Opposition, in
all its sections, endeavoured, not ouly to expose its make-
up, bul, to reaffirm the attitude, and principles of Lenin
on the question of war.

It was In order to achieve this end that the L.O. repre-
sentatives entered the Congrvess held ot Amsterdam,
August Z1th—29th, 1932. Not to oppose the fight against
war but to seek a wolution that would build up a real
working-class  organisation, with proper Communist
leadersbip.

How necessary that task was has besen abundantly
streased Jately.

Prolessor Albert Einstcin was a member of the original
Committce which called the Congress. Much use has been
mads, by the C Parties identified with the Com-
munist International, of the namc of Einstein. True, it
was suld, ke is a pacifizt, but bhe is ready to resist the
danger of a new war.

How little truth there was in this claim, and what little
right the Comintern bas to make use of his name in anti-
war work is zshown Ly Einstein receatly. Not only has he
attacked Soviet Russia; not only has he broken off his
relations with the Anti-War united front committee; but-
he bas octually advocated Belgians joining the army of
their country.

“l say franldy that if | were a Belgian I would not re-

fuse military service in the present circumstances but on

the contrary would accept it with wholeheartedness and
with a fecling that | would be contrtbuting to the salva-
tion of European civilisation.”

Following Einstein's spectacular exit from the Anti-War
Commi‘tee, on the grounds that he discovered through the
pamphlct of the Labour Party that it was s« Communist
organisation, Bertrand Russel (Earl Russel) likewise
disassociates himself:

“l severed my conncction with the Anti-War Movement

some time ago as soon as I discovered that it was a

& ist body in disgui This had been concealed

from me at first by an impressive list of non-Communist

nam2s and by the title of the organisation, which as I

subsequently discovered, by no means correctly repre-

sented its alms."

These defections thould go a long way to enlighten all
workers anxious te fight war; and the falsity of THIS
type ¢f United Front against war, under the guidance of
the Comintern so unably led by Stalin. Workers! Back to
Lenin, and his methads!

WHAT.NEXT IN AUSTRIA?

We have still a few copies left of num-

ber two of the “ Red Flag.” This issue

contains the article

“IT IS NOW THE TURN OF AUSTRIA"
by Leon Trotsky

which, although written some months ago,

is still the clearest Marxist analysis of the

opposing forces in Austria.
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