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FOR A MASS GENERAL STRIKE

The callapse of the firm of Rolls Royce
reveals two things very clearly: first that
even the aristocracy of British capitalism
is nol safe in this ers o decline and
secondly that piece-meal nationalisation
15 totally irrelevant as far as socialists are
concerned, and can be used even by the
Taries when they see the interests of
British capitalism threatenad. The disin-
tegration of Rolls Rovee has undoubtedly
been a grave psychological blow for
British capitalism, particularly now as
Britain is trying to enter the Common
Market on some of its own terms.

While every new blow that demoralises
the bourgeoisie brings nothing but joy to
our hearis. we should remain alert and
conscious regarding the effects of capital-
ism’s debacle on the working class move-
ment. The threat of redundancies and
increasing levels of unemployment could
begin to play a part in dampening down
the existing militancy. The Tories could
well iy, in collaboration with Vie
Feather and the Labour front bench, to
creale a semi-hysterical atmosphere
where the “national interest™ is at stake
and the future of the “entire nation™ is
threatened unless the workers start (o
pull back and help the “country™. In

DISPUTE AT HEATHROW AIRPORT—
INTERVIEW WITH SHOP STEWARD
TERRY LOMAX

Terry Lomax is 8 TEGWU shop steward in the
BEA Electrical Stores af Heathrow Airport who
wai gacked on 260h January for “Being in Bresch
of contract” and subssguently reinstated on
23th Janwary following a walkout by BEA
Englnaers. What emerges vary clearty From somme
af s remarks iz the definite fesling among
contscious wovkers for g real revolutionany
party. On certain pointe fe.g. a ganarsl strike)
The Red Mole would disagres with bis assess-
e, but his remaiks represen t a foeling which
i5 becormung pemaradised,

—What was the dispute about and how did you
come to be sacked?

Unlon representatives for all ermplovaes at
Heathrow had asked for & £6-aweak [nereass
for everybody whatever their work: they could
b, for examiple, pilots, clerical staff, angineers,
canteen statf, ete. Such & incresse would, of
course, banefit the lower paid workers partiew-
larty,

The Managament said thay weare paying 4%5%
and no maore, o the national unien officials
called for an official go-slow in support of the
pay claim.

This was, however, rejected by the Pilots;
Clerical and Supervisory Staffs, and BUA-Cale.
danian emplovees leaving the E & M {Enginper-
ing & Maintenance} Ssction of BEA and BOAC
who were the only amployess prepared to take
action.

On 25th January one engineer was secked in
the Elecirical Shop because he refussd ta da
preparatory work on &n engineg which was going
to be sent to Rolls Rovee for maintensnce
because the effect of the work-tewrsla had
denleted their stock of serviceabls angires, &5
this wat & BEA managernant srike-brpaking
2ctic 1o dafeat the work-to-rule, all wark an
uch engines was black. The following dey 2l
the warkers in that shop walked out. | was
ssked to go end do some of the wark in that
shop which, naturally, | refused to do, as such
work was black, Consequently half-an-haur
later | was taken upstaits to tha Supervisor's
office whara | was informed | was in breach of
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simipler language the workers are being
told that the mess in which British capita-
tism finds itself is their fault and that
they should start to behave themselves or
else . . . Given the present leadership of
the working-class movement, there can
be no doubt that the propaganda about

a serious crisis, etc., will be 1aken at face
value and many workers will fall prey to
it. In particular, petty bourgeois lavers
like teachers and nurses will now think
hard before any strike action.

The only way to reply to the British
ruling class is by an aggressive counter-
strategy which makes it absolutely plain
to the Tories and the Labour opposition
that the workers are in no maood to be
trifled with and rhat their struggle will
continue despite the scabs charter which
Carr will succeed in putting on the
statute book, and despite the Rolls Royce
crash and other similar crashes which
will occur in the future. The so-called
“left” trade union leaders, Jones, Scan-
lon and Daly, by their existence represent
the fact that the consciousness of the
working class has changed greatly sinee
the early "6ds, but the role of these
beaders is to divert the revoll. Too scared
to act themselves, they try desperately
to convert the whole fight against the

contract and | had terminated my own contract
The Supervisor then eseorted me from the
Engineering Base.

Hesides mysel, everyone in the Electrical
Shop who walked out were deemed 1o be in
breach of contract making twenty-five in all
wien had besn sacked.

A mass maeting of 2 500 BEA Enginaaring
Workers (that is, everyone on that particular
shift) was heid on Tuesday sfternoon, the 26th
danuary, and a decision taken to sirike untl
e 25 of us were reinstated. This was carriad
by & T5% majority. There was disssnt from
people at the rear of the hangar where the
mesting was held and | heve ksarnt since that
this was due 1o the amplifying equipment not
being powerful enough for them 1o hear what
had happaned.

The second part of the motion 1o sirika
until the pay clalm was stted was rajected by
& 60-70% majority despite the fact that the
Mational Crificials of the Unions involved were
prepared to back the sirike.

On Thursday 28th January Enginears
employad by BOAC rejected & motion, to
fupport the BEA Engineers’ sirike for reinstata-
ment of the 256 members, by & narrow Frajan by,
the vote being spproximately 2,000 aach way.

In the circumstances, Bill Benson, Chalrman
of the BOAC Joint Shop Stewards Comrmi tiee,
fecommended that they eturm to wark and
work normally as it was clear that, if they tailad
to back BEA workers in troutble, thay woegld
very likaly fail 1o back thelr own fellow workers
in BOAC If thay fell foul of their management
in op=rating thelr work -to-rule.

Itis my fealing that BEA management are
trying to apply certain sections of the Industrial
Ralations Bill (those relating to legally binding
contracts snd sympathetic sction) in advanee
bocause they know the Governmant are solicly
behind tham,

On Friday 28th Jenuary, BEA management
agreed 10 reinstate us provided the work-to-rile
wat callod off,

| personally wotld have preferred o declsi o
taremzin on strike until we abtained st least g
sibstantial proportion of the €8 asked for as
wall 88 the reinstaternent of ryself and my ol
leagues, but in tha avent the management offar

Wit acoapted,

scabs’ charter into a campaign to bring

Control could have plaved a vital robe §

back Wilson and Barbara Castle to [HPWEr this respect, but, alas, no initiative hos

They seem to think that it is be tter to
put the working class on a comfortable
electric chair rather than to let it be

been taken. Perhaps its leaders are
worried that they might lose all influen
with Scanlon and Jones, which brings t

tortured rather crudety. The sophisticated the fore the role played by the Institut

snti-working class policies of Wilson and
Castle are berser than the blatant sttack
of Carr and Heath. That is the logic of
the policies which the triumvirate is put-
ting into practice. In this situation the
revolutionary left is confronted all the
more urgently with the task of helping in
the creation of Action Committees on
the rank and file level in order to ent
across various barriers which have been
erected by the trade union bureaucracies
themselves and to lay the basis of a
generalised struggle against the Bill, The
attitude of the trade union leaders is
shown by the fact that they have not
come Lo the help of the striking postal
workers. The raillwaymen have even
postponed their strike action, presamalbly
till the postal workers go back. This
cynicism can only be mswered by the
creation of rank and file structures which
are capable of organising “unofficial"”
solidarity action with any group of
workers under attack, One would have
thought that the Institute of Workers’

—What is the situation now that these decisions
have basn taken?

| don't ses how we can possibly get mara than
415% now. We are in a position of baing unabie
to wrest any more from them bacause |t will ba
difficult for our members to take sotion foll ow-
ing the BEA managemant stipulation that the
werk-torule had o be callad off if the 25
sacked mambers were reinstated. Generally
speaking, the unions ara in a much weakar
bargaining position,

=What sort of policy is BEA Managemant
likaly to pursws towards it employess at Heath-
row following thess swents?

Thare hes been talk of redundencies and unweal-
come shift changes and we are now likely to
experignca this in the near future.

Thare is now doubt thet GAS (General Air-
line Sarvices] will now ba sble to step in without
any tronbie, not that BEA would want this to
hapoen, but due to pressuras from other
quarters and the weakness displaved by gur
membars such & mova is inevitabla,

It ig, furtharmare, unlikely that tha membes-
ship has the will to resist takeover by private
companies of some of the profitable BEA and
BOAC routes.

—You mentioned the Industrial Relatlons Bill
just mawe. How da you fesl shaut it?

Feally anti. Strongly. | resant the Government
interferance with unions by fegislation, | any-
one is going to chamge the unions, it should be
oursalves. The Government in introducing this
Bill is weakening tha power of the unions,

11 it bacomas law [t will paet tha rank and Tile
rnembars in the hands of the trade unien full
time officlals, with the result thas strikas will
becomne longer and settements will teke longer
1o reach.

It weould follow thet the Smerican pattern
of strikas lasting & couple of months would
prevail. Whersas now, by immediaty action, we
cah seithe a dispute fairly quickly, this will nat
bwx possibla if the Bill becomes law.

~Dio you think cilling & General Strike i the
beat tactic for combatting the Bill?

I'm not raally sure, because if the Tories went
1o the country they would go back with an

in giving the “left” leaders 3 lefl caver.
The only way to defeat the Tories ar

to defend the working class movement |
by a General Strike, but by 5 mass genes
strike in which workers themsebves are
involved in directing day to day events
and in which general assemblies of
workers decide the policies which affect
their own future. That is why The Red
Mole does not support the stogan of
throwing the Tories out and replacing
them with a Labour government elecied
ot o sockalis! prograsmme. To raise this
sterile and hoary old slogan when the
advanced sections of the class are begin-
ning to see through Wilson & Co. is to
create the most absurd illusions within
the Labour movement. That is why we
project the slogan of 2 mass general strik
to replace the Tories with a workers’
government based upon the democratic
control of the workers' organisations
the trade unions. That is the only
meaninglul demand at the present
moment,

aven bigoer majosity. The public hsve bacame
80 inundatad with anti-strike propagands amd
sew sirikas et the causs of our problems as
distinct from ane of the symptoms of our
problams.

—What would vou suggest is the best wWay to
cambat the BlIf?

| feel that the Labour Party in Parliament coule
hava put up a batter fight. The Government are
determined to make the Bill law so mattar wha
anybody thinks, The TUC could have glven a
far better lead. They don't call far 8 Seneral
Strike bocause they failed in 1926 and have
sinea then becoma even more invalved with tha
raformist Labour Party,

=D you feal wa have 1o look outside Parlia-
ment il we are to make progreas in futura?

Definitaly, ves. Prople have gat 1o be educated
politically,
—Marxist aducation?

I'd say that we want to sea the amergence of a
nmigw kind of socialist party; when 1 say that |
rmean as a viakde govesnmental alternative, same-
thimg along the lines of the New Laft.

We need a progresshe socialist party, based
on Marxist ideas, which can work up to the time
witen a sufficient numbar of peopla are con-
winced of the need for a differant system nf
SOCIETY.

—How will the Labaour Party be affected?

Tha Mew Left will probably furn out ta be tha
dorminant party in the Labour Movemant in the
necct faw years as many disillusionad with the
Labour Party will come aver to it In talking in
this way about & new party | am trying to
reflact the views of my fellow union membars
rather than my own.

—But vou think the main task at the moment
is patient palitiésl education?

Yes, definltely, but if we ere to ses any changes
mare workers have (o become rmoee invalved
and politically maore éwars.

Intervigpwer; A Red Mode Sunooresr



The UPW. copybook leadership!

“It would be very easy for you to get into the
frame of mind that nothing’s happening. because
on the surface nothing seems te be happening.

“And that's just it —nothing seemes to be
happening. but it is! Under the surface this strike
is biting, and it's biting deep.”

—UPW Strike Bulletin, Day 21, Feb. Pt

This particular bulletin goes on (o describe the
particular effects of the strike such as the
failure of the Bank of England to pay out divi-
dends on matured loans snd interest payments
oy other stocks. Tax collections are affected,
there is a backlog problem with debits piling up
in the clearing banks, morey ls not circulating
properly and of course miail order firms are
really feeling the pinch. All this is excellent as
far as it poes.

But this bulletin also wams the membership
of the UPW that it’s obvious that the Confeders-
tion of British Industiries (CBI) kas worked
closely with the government o see that o littke
disruption is dramatised in the press as possible.
Now this, coming from the UPW leadership, is
something new. How often did we hear again
and again that this was not & political strike, the
governmen! was not involved; no, this was a
strike purely agninst the Post Office Corpora-
tion. Thus do simpletons or charlatans, or both,
deceive the workers—or try to.

Mo, after over three weeks of strike, they
suddenly ses that husiness is connected with
government and both with the Post Office, But
if this has onaly just dasmed on them, it's been
commeon knowledge amongst the rank and file
fior zome time.,

All that the leadership says is “happening” is
what is taking place ara result of the strike.
Cartainly this is a snull morale booster; but
what they don't say, what they cannot sy, i
what they, the executive, is doing shout it all.
For on their side “nothing seerts to be happen-
ing”, and moreover, nothing is.

The only thing they ve been doing is reiters-
ting their determination not to budge which, in
1 97%-solid strike, is about the only thing they
could dare 1o do, and even here, bulldog
solidity sometimes gives way 1o plaintive
whimperings urging Ryland to come and "sit
round 2 table and negotime.” OF course when

a Unton Executive heads 2 97% solid strike,
this sort of staff lan't difficult ot oll: indead any
other course of action would be suicidal,

The problem for the execotive is thal they
wre caught in & vice, Sirike action was forced on
them by the intransigence of the Post Office in

not being ‘decent” enough {as in the balmy closs:

denying days of Lord Hall) to offer o reasonable
wape seitlement; tig on the one hand, and on
the other the loss of prestige, and perhaps
(homoe of horross for all bureaucrats) of pogt-
ion too it the had just sat on their hands and
done nothing. Up il now, British copitalizm,
though weakened, has been at least able to play
ball with such stalwarts a8 Jacksen. "You keep
thie tssues Lo & mininun and we won't let you
down—well throw a sop of two'. They may be
forced to do it wet, bul their present refusal
puis Juckson, Chappel etc. up aginst the wall.
The only way these buresliorals, and general-
ions of them, have existed [ not by fighning ihe
boxses, not by leading the workers except by a
few phrases, and mof aleo by outright be trayal
iv @ obviours way. they exist by negotiation,
by clazy collsboration ‘round the table” by
bringimg home not the bacon but the crumbs.
And the most insidious way they exist is by
categorically refising to politicise the siruggles
they find themsalves a1 the head of. We have
already 2een how Jackson & Co. denied the
gstrikee wos abaut anything other than woges
between the PO, workers and the PO, Corp-
oration. But even their beluted racognition
that the government was colluding with the
CRI carried with it nod o single change in their
pulicy. Week after week, these comphcent
bureaucrais hnve spoken from platforms and
stages around the coaumiry to asembled ranks
of F?] warkers who have expecied a lead from
them. Living on god knows what, with thous-
ands of them denied social security, they have
been cheered by the blithe statement that “we”
will stay out till “our’ demand is met.dnd that
i all To be foir, Jackson has atiscked the Bill,
has even brought in the government on this
E.Tﬁmlf.u sirike, but what he hasn't done, what
is incapable of doing i3 to concretie his
words into a real programme of mass action.

filers and went directly 1o local strike come-
miitiees, OF course, the UPW [gademship are not
solely o Blame for the comparative lack aof
trade unicn cooperation. LI0000 sounds 2 kot
oy individual soorker, Bt s just nol secious
coming from g union with a strike fund of

E£14 milliona.

Then thers’s the question of the demand
itsclf. Firstly, 15% is no preat shakes—this is
sotat all to advescate that revolutionaries show
their revolutionary ability by simply upping the
damand made by the union. What is true is that
muny PO, rimk fnd filers express the opiniom
that each day they were out the demand should
be increased, The whole nub of the TIFW argu-
ment has centred around the fact {irue cnoweh,
of goarsa) thar the Poai OFfice workers wrill fall
behind other workers if they den’t get the 135,
What they fail to add is that P.O. workers ore
nlrendy behind other workers. And even this is
noargument, The demond fo remove the incre-
menial ecales is 2 good ome. But the most
trportent thing is ot to wse the capltalists’ way
of thinking—workers in competition with each
other—but to talk firstly aboot what is 8 real
living wages toduy and secondly, in the context
of the Post Office, to point out what o massive
layer of Ioafers in the middle and cchalons
of the Corporation the workers are havnig to
SUPPOTT anyway.

Al a sirike meeting in Oxford, Mr. Maanay,
an Bxecotive member, was told that if the
Supervisory Staft's Union pve the call, the
wipervisors would be out, Mr, Meaney was dead
sitred. He tried to scoff at the idea but when
ane woman-sid, "Well, why haven’t yow asked
them to call their members ole?”, he just didn't
reply. You see, they are i separate union and
will themselves decide whether to come ol in
solidartty. The idea that one can mve them a
good kick in that direction i3 very scary to
these arch-splitters of the working class who
only ery ""Unity at all coats” when their own
position is in dapger, -.:rr_'lkfl'tEn they are jostling
each other for the sead “round the negotiating
table™, This sime Mr. Meanoy refused to allow
& rank and filer from the International Telephone
Complex to stata his case to the Oxford strikers,

liven the money collected by the trade unions S¥0 though he'd come all the way from

and rank and file workers was forced on theam.
[ See last izsue of The Red Mole whers we
deseribad how a London Executive memtber
hud refused gid from the Bailwaymen. ) The
maost effective zid was collected by rank and

THE TRUTH ABOUT FORDS

FORDS: A model of de luxe exploitation
{Or how to super-exploit and fiddle the
books. )

The Transport end Ganeral Warkars' Union have
published details® of the Ford claim which inad-
vertently prove that the TGWU demand for &
5% inereaw to produce parity by a ones-and-
for-all increase is, n fact, 8 miserably insdaguate
wage claim, and that & ressonable claim, bearing
in mind Fords® profit situation would be of the
order of 200%.

The TGWU argumant also proves that the
BFG demand 15 in no sense inflationary, It
argues that an increase of 60% on the manual
wages bill represents 30% on fotsl workars'
earnings. &s productivity is planned to incraase
i the mext year by at loast 10%, actual warker
costs would rise by anly 1B% owarall, Ralatad
to tofal axpanditure, this produces a figure of
4% Az 1868 Ford prices were jacked up by
rmorg than the rlse lnocosw in that year it is
argued that curnet prices need only e affected
by a miserable 2%, which cannot possibly be
cansicered inflationary, As prices are riging at
the rate of at laast 8% generally, i1 is therefore
clasr that the TGWL would have to bamg in far
a F00F inerease befare any arguments sbout
inflation began to toke offect as far as Fords is
concerned. Similarly, had the TGWU asked for
Ip=s than 26%, it eould be argued that this would
hava a defigtionary effect—and thisisim tact a
eonelusion one can draw from the Ford £2
offer. &t any rate, full settlerment of the claim
nead only affect the new price vehicls by
around £1& on an 6800 vehicle, Gowvarnment-
impeosed purchase tex is of course @ main
inflationary factor at work, although hara again
in the case of Forcs at least, e main effect of
N iNCredse in prices is an increase in profis.
Fords' 1870 retail prices sre 9% or 10% abhom
thieir 1968 level, about 2% of which should be

atiributed 1o purchase tax increasss and only
0.5% to wage increasas, OF course, all these
arguiments tend to be unrelated 1o reality, but
if the Ford hosses will use such methods of
opposing increases, then they must expect to
hiwes their arguments terned against therm. In

fairness, it could ba pointed out that the abova

arrangement |3 only valid 5o long as Ford's
bought-in componanis do not rise in prices
dramatically. Bul even hers one can ses that if
50% wage increases had a 2% effect on average

on component suppliers itwould still not weeck

the linal piciure.
But Fords’ opposition to the claim is again
tharoughly dishonest when their profit record

is gramined. In fact they are the most profitabla

of the UK manufacturers and have one of the

beest profit records for 8 eolonial outpost of tha

Detrait pargnt company. In 1988 and 15969
gross trading profits per worker at Fords wers
in axcass of £1,000 wheress the thrae maln
British-based rivals aversged around £400,
Daspite lower profits, thase other companias
pay betwesen 55 and 8/ an hour more than
Fords. Sirnilarky, wheareas, for example, Ford
Germany wage rates are 50% of the Detrait

level, they are only 33% of that lavel in the UK

Ford profits atter tax for 1968 and 1969 ware

a cool 15%. Even the Government recormimends
that Industrialists shoubd sek rates of return on

mmy invastment of around GY%% 1o 10°%%. (In

1968, with 51,000 ermployees, Fard gross trad-

ing profits wara £75 million. In 1968 with

66, 000 emmployeses, they were £70 million, The
athar threa major British motor firms in 1268

had 256,000 employees and trading profies of

L£108 miltion|. But in fact tha wwee extent of

Fords” peofite is unknown. Tha perfarmanca of

the British company cannot be accurataly cor-
sidarad outsida the context of the WS parent.
A large part ol the impor-export ransactions
of the Ford group are with ather parts of the

London eapecially todo s,

Tackson and his mates amongst whom
incidentally are fhres CF. members, are puilty
of a twofold betrayal, o continuons betraval
which iz applicahle to the trade union leader-
ship s a whids,

Thev refuse to transcend the limits of sspa-
rate trade Unions carrying oul sconomic strugples

within their parficulac field. They project every
striggple as being a partinl struggle, not impor-
tant to other sactoas, certainly not important
encugh for them to come and help, to crash
through the artificiul boundaries of craft and
industry, to the reality of the working class
gcting as o class in dafence of its own. The P.O.
Engineers led by Lord Delacourt-Smith (1) are
nat PO workers. The fact that a strike by them
could really paratyse the elephones und {ing-
dentallv) win the wage demand just like that, is
not important. They arfe enpinesrs, s0Ty

They rigidly separate politios from T.U.
activity. Of course thess peaple are not revolu-
tiomaries. IT there were poditicn] unions in
Britain--as thers are in France—the most we
would see would be the politics of reformiam.
The CF, foo subscribes to thia rigid division
see Tor ingtance Maurice Styles, CF. member
and Chalrinan of the UPW in the Morsiee S,
Feb. &th,

The defence of the trade unicen is the hattle
order of the dav. But this cannot be done by
ahatracting dech strike from the generalised
cluss struggle, by running away from the reality
aof the Tories” strategy against the British
working class, and, most important of all, by
shying sway from the fact that the working
cliss & more and more losking towards the
trade union leadership for pofitical pridance,

The UPW lendecshup when talking to the
membership have concentrated on such things
as how solid the strike iz, ow great they all are,
haow nasty Bill Byland iz, how fair their demand
i (was there ever g “'fair deal” wnder capiralism?).
Tt s in Tact evaded its responsibility to the
Post OHTice wiorkers and fo the working olass 22
a whale,

Omz can po further, The postmen and women,
histosically one of the lenst militant sectors of
the working class, have shown degrees of solida-
rity, determination, and self-activity on the
picket lines such 25 no one could have predicted.
Least of all the UPW leadership. Any success in
ihe strike will give Jackson and Co, some good
standing but only for a very short time. Mili-
tancy pets into the blood and Aourishes. A fight
in the LP% is baoth inevitable and necessary.
Tow fany full-timers from the Union have
welshed on 106 many picket lines for the rimk
and file oo forget,

duln Wates

intermational Ford combine. In order 1o fiddla
tax in the company of manufacture, intematio-
nal companies deal with enlonial subsidiarias
abroed (sach &8 Dagenham | &t “transfer prices”
within the combing which alters costs and
protits within particular companies ln arll trary
fashion, Therefore it is impossible to iden tify
accurately the eotusl tree profitabilivy of the
British-based part of Fords' world-wide opera-
tions In this connection, Fords have recently
taken a contract for engines to be seppled to
Ford (USA}. 50 Fords' actual profits may be
wiall ehead of thosa in the published figures
wiilch fake noaccount of these hidden factars.
It is worth pointing out here that tha profit per
vehicle exeeads the manual pay per vehicle, This
mieans that the trading profit on & given car
represents o ratum on the labour amployed in
that wehicle of over 1005,
Cine of Fords' bipgest fiddles concerns imest-
mant. The USA parent gets its LK investment
free. Mot only doas it cost tham rothing to
invast in this country, but they make a profit
ot the wery act of prefending to invest, |t works
like this, Betwean 1867-8 the investment grants
ha:‘rdE:_t_i aut by the Government amd the tax free
allowances for depreciation sctually excesded
nesss capital spending, There was a surplus
received In grants and allowances of £6 million,
Prizfit from nowhere, for dizing nothing, Thic
position it likely to pat more o in the future as
it is further aided by the doubling of initial
allewsancos for bulldings from 15% to 30% out
sicky develapment areas and from 15% o 40%
inside developmant areas. |n short the LS
capitalists hava their capital provided by the
British gouernment out of tames levied on LK
workers, or, if you ke, on Fard products, OF
Eourse, it remaing a fact thet Ford's bigpest
Investment in Britain is the chean labour of iis
work: force. Where wagas ere higher, investrment
i higher, The fact that the rates of investment

in Japan, [taly, France and Germany have besn
rising more rapidly than thos of the UK is
clomsly alliad 1o the fact that earmings in thoss
countries have rieen wery much faster than hera,
OF course, receipt of all thas: Governmant
handouts does not only mean fres investmant
capital, tha corollary is less tax. Even here,
Fords are on the fiddla. They manage Do provice
tharmsalees with weirking capitad by dularfng
paymants of tap, Tax due in Jenwery 1870 hed
niot been paid by the and of the aceoun ting year,
it was cheaper to delay tax payments than to
inzreasa bormowings.

Devaluation, in the case of Fords, bonefited
Gemaral Motors shereholders rather than the
British capitalist economy, Mot only did davalu-
ation lead to an incraase in the volume of
export sales but the explaitation of the home
market was increased. Because consumer
demand wes restricted by credit controls, HF
regulatians and wage fravee, Fords jacked up
their prices and increased profits in that fashion
wihilst restrieting the ability of tha Britlsh
warker to buy theic shit hot cars,

O coursa, evenin tha field of expaorts, the
diractive comes from Detroit. The pasent
company taas seps to reduce or allminate
compatitive presiures batween diflerent Ford
campanies. Itis in this way that the principal
gxport markat for LK Ford cars is Sowth Africa.
By contrast, the biggast export marcet for
othar UK car manufecturers is the US4, And on
tofe of all this ia the fact that the cars are not
muwch lucking uss whean you buy them, &s the
TGWL pamphlet points out, Ford "o tha
hack stroet boys, the Hong Fong of the British
miztor indwstry ., LY .

T

*The Ford Wage Claim. Case submitted by Moss
Ewvans, Chairman of the Trade Union Side of the
Ford Natlonal Joint Megotlating Commiies,
TGWL, Transport House, Smith Square, SW.1,
R
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LETTERS

Dear Comrades,

Having read Comrade Landan's article,
=Zionism's Bod Flags", a number of points fos
discission become apparent. Firstly, it is
pecessary 10 clear up the basic confusion which
exisis; Cde. Landen oppears (o assume that the
Liomisd el is composed of mainly MAPAM
and & spurious collection of Jewssh studen
organiations. Whils it 1s truee to say thal
MAPAM has established itsclf as the “‘catablish-
ment left wing’, il is not troe to conclude that
this is the true representative of the Zionist
left. Those of us in the Iszacl-Palestine Com-
mitises in Europe, the Radical fonists in
Morth America, the Socislist Ziomists in Latin
America and our comrades from SIACH ( lsrael
MNew Left Growp) m Israel reject MAPAMs
dear capitulation to social democracy, the
pature of its bureaucracy (in Isrzel) and the
manner in which it collaborates with the
boargzods Zionist Federation which has the
audacity to describe itself ag “Zionist”,

Oher {declogy is clearly drawn from thai of
Ber Borochow, the brilliant sxponent of Zionksm
We adhere to his basic analvsis of the Jewmh
mtuation in capitalisi society. We reatfirm oor
beliaf in the cxistence of an anomalous situstion
whereby the Jewish people constitule a “peopie
glass™, where the Jewish working masses are in
danger of extinction due to thelr marginal
{economically) position in capitalist society. We
reject his notion of bulding the Jewish state in
stages™. At the First Socialiét Zionist Congress
held in Frankfust last Movember we made it
clear that we considered the necessity of pursu-
ing both the national and the class siruggle at
the wme time. We believe, &5 did Borochor,
thai Jewish cmancipation was 3 meaningles
modion withowt a socialist content. As Fanon
wid: “Instead of separating one nation From
another, the struggle for national liberation
k=adds the nation to the siape of kistory, through
developing national awareness it develops and
promotes international awareness.” We do not
as Cde, Landau states, lock *“the red flagin. ..
the broom cupbosrd for the foreseeabie future.”™
We sy, as Borochov said in 1917: “Our starting
point remains . . the dass interests of the
Jewish working class, socinlism—the purposs of
our efforis Zionism—the main platform of our
minimum demands, the clazs struggle—the
method for turning our politics Into reality,™
The dialectics of the present situation in Wesi
Asiz compel us foadd, o we truly ssek
national emancipation, our recognition of the
just and progressive struggle for Palestinian
national self-determination, in this we concur
with the Leninist view that no nation which
oppresses another can be Tree itself.

We reject the peeudo-Zionists who seel o
destroy the Jewish State by occupdiion of areas
of heavy Palestinian population. IT they keep
hold of this area of territory they will create an
apartheid society where the Arabs are the
workers and the Jews the bourpeoisic, the old
anomalous position of a Jewish people-class will
reageir, We alm to strengthen Zionism and by
s doing climinate Tsraeli chawvinism.

It is incorrect to speak of the “Ziomst™
bourpeois movernent “welcoming us:” because
they have no ides what a mighty threat they
will eventually have to face (meanwhile we are
isolated from the main stream of the Jewish
Community ).

These growps such as the Bund whe have
stood on the boandaries of £ionism | Lenin
described them o “'sea-sick Ziomists), incapable
of embracing it to the full have degenerated
and fallen apart due to the inconsistencies of
their position, The Bund in Russia joined the
Mansheviks whils Poale Ziom {Borochovr's
“Workers of Zion™ Party] allied themselves
with the Bolsheviks, forming units in the Red
Army to defend the Revolution. Al the present
time Matzpen in Tsraed fas broken up, the
inherent contradictions in its strectuse have
finally broken out, while SLACH continues to
E:I'I.Iw.

It iz the comrudes From SIACH who orgin-
fied the violent peotests Cde. Landau writes of
and it is with thos who have consistently sup-
ported the Socialist Zionist position that the
future lizs. For far too long the sevolutionary
Jeft has closed its eves to a sexious sonsideration
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of the Jewish question, Now when the forces of
chauvinizm and expansionism are campand
ihe Jewish Community and within Lsrazl itseli
wi require the solidarity of vur socialist com-
rades, it is to be hoped that this will be forth-
cOming.

Yours fralemally,

Stephen Vines (On behalf of IPSAG),
Izrael-Palestine Socialist Action Group, ¢fo
Sibly Hall, Redhaich Drive, Reading, Herks

REPLY

The tragedy resumes. This letier from Comrade
Vines vindicates the fears outlined in the article
on “Fionkam's Red Flags" 2s to the confusions
and diversions in the minds of Zionist-bnflueneed
Jewlzh youth.

1. The theory evolved by Borochov applied to
the Jewish workers in the conditions of Taariat
Russia, He predicted their extinetion as their
extremaly fragile foothold in the econamy was
ermded by capitatist competition. In deducing
this, hie was guilty of the lundamental Zionist
mssumption that anti-semitism will permanently
exclude Jews from normal economic life. The
principal Jewish communities in the West today,
participating in the different soclal classes of
capltzlist states, are not sulfering progressive
peonomic exelusion.

2 Agsin, the crode snalogy between Zlonlst
nationalism and modern Mational Liberation
struggles! Frantz Fanon’s obseyvations on the
viciously oppressed Third World nations are not
Lo be stolen from their context and applied to
the Jewish people as a whole as if they were
the explolied peasants of Alperia or India
Mationalism amongst the majority peoples of
advanced, capitalist states—British, Amerlcan,
German—remforces imperialist veaction,
Chauvinism in the economically advaneed
Zlonlst state ks no exception,

A, The Bund, s lightly dismizszed, mobilised in
its time more workers and intellectuals In East-
em Europe than the Zionists ever dreamed of
recruiting. Lenin eriticised Its Jewish separatizm
writhin the wider Russian working class move-
ment, but It always remained firmly in the ranks
of thet movemenl. As the class swung towards
the Bolsheviks, the other parties, including the
Bund, declined. The “Left"” Zionisis, however,
only joined the struggles of Rusia's workems
because the conditions of civil war prevented
their long-desired emigration to Palestine, In the
circumstances, Borochoy was driven to
drastically revising his theories in 1917, Faced
with the reality of soclalist revolution, his
previously “brilliant” writings were left to
gather dust on the bookshelves. '

4. The very interesting “SIAH" group in larsel
today reflects precisely the bewilderment and
canfusion of young socialists who refuse o tesr
themselves away from allegiance to the national
collective. Yes, they have demonstrated agsinst
the military oceupation of Arab territories—
recently and bravely on 21st November 1970,
But what is their attitude towards the war that
caused these very occupations?

). Talking of justice and injustice, was the
1967 war a justified war, for you, for SIAHY
A Yes. It was a defensive war,”

And what is the basis of thelr opposition to
Israell militarism?

*It sugers a vastly increased economic bar-
den and threatens o renewed deterloration of
the military situation . . . the pesce and security
of Tstael are at stake.”3

Mot recognising the exciusive nature of the
Flonist State as the problem, they must defend
that Siate and seek to moderate its phlicies
This is the very essonce of seclal democracy.
Sincere and conrageous in goeing inte the streets,
despile severe represslon, to demonstrale and
to protest, they represent only ome link ina
chain of lncreasing vouth rebellion in srael.
SIAH is alrendy divided and aplit.

In May 1968, the walls of Paris carried o
poster—a barbed-wire fence Hpped apart, above
the wards: “THE UNITY OF ALL THE
WORKERE WILL BRING DOWN THE
FRONTIERS.™ All of the frontiers, Cemrade
Yines.

Dheeid Londau

MOTES

1. The later chanpes in 8orachav’s thaaries wera
navar 1o B tully sbabarated—he died an 17 Dacam-
Eae 1907 Hiz msgoe wirks weere published by Mends|
Senger, Vienna, 1832,

2. Arik Ben Shokker, o S0AH leadar, Iamarddew in the
"Linisan and lndarmarion Bullet=m of the |arpsl-Pales-
tine Commitiees”, rssue na. 2, July SAuguast 19740, in
Frondh.

3. Aannauncement by S1AH inothe lsraali daily
"Ha aerr”, 145k Sspambsar 1970

e ————————
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Dear Sir,

| trust youur readers were nol over-impressed
I the blustering editodol reterence to “pathetic
liberals" like the KOCL and their fallire to
gecure justice For Paul Hoch. Brisfly, the facls
are ag follows:

MOCL represontations an behalf of Hocl's
co-defendant Gord oy Gillaspie were mads on
August 6th 1970, Further representations were
made (o the Home Secretary on Paul Hoch's
behalf on &th October. On 23nd October
Maurice Orbach M.P. met the Home Secretary {o
discuss these cases on the basis of o brisf pro-
vided by the MCCL. Our representations an
behalf of Mr. Gillespic were tumad down an
13th Movember and on the same date we
received a Home Office letier deferring consid-
eration of the Hoch case until he had completed
his sentence, From the time of their arreat to
Mr. Gillespie's enforced departuce and Th.
Hoch's deportation we were regularly in contact
with both the defendants and thedr salicitors.
Cine of our representatives siw Dr, Hoch in
prison and he ot leost was sacisfied that we wase
doing everything pozible on his behall. The
Horoe Office finally rejected our representations
after Dr. Hoch had heen deportad. As we kiew
this was likely to huppen, we did our best to
pubdicise the case and succeeded In getting the
Creardian to publigh deails. Both our Paclia-
mentary briefings ond the statement issued for
the protest mesting on Dutschke inchaded
references to the Hoch case and I myself hove
spoken publichy about it on several cocasions.

IT wou are accusing us of filure, we can
accepd the criticism, but to accuse us of not
trving is nonzense and hardly helpful to wh
wonk deseribe s the “victims of capitalist repres-
sion™,

Tony Smvithe, Wational Cowncil for Civil
Liberties,

ADS
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Whatever

T understand the causes of the collapsas of the
Bally Boyce AB211 project, it & necessary 1o
sabq 5 brief look ot the condition of the airline
e ircraft construction industries. The airline
marke1 has been steadily reaching saturation
guiint ower the last two or three vears. The Iner-
masionsl Alrfines Transport Association has
gmborced, over the last fow years, a ban on price
gompetition on scheduled flights (hanoe the
mall boom in non-lATA charter flights). All
e large intemational siriines are foreed to put
Bwir prices in the hends of the |ATA for the
mane reasons a5 capltalist corporations in other
Swlcs in the era of monopoly capitalism have To
weoid price wars. With markets aiready staked
et ancd limited in their growth, for one corpora-
Son to lower its prices in the hope of stealing
the market from another corporation in the
smme Tield, results in @ disastrous price war that
wipes put the profits of all concermed. Lindsr
hese conditions, the sirline compankes Ty to
expture larger shares of a fixed market by com-
pating rechnaologicaily

With a stsgnant market, and with the impossi-
Bility of price competition, the airling companies
gemand from the construction companies
bigoer, better, and faster sreratt —arrd delivery
i a relatively shorter space of tme. Under these
pressures, Folls Royce, for example, accepted 2
delivery date for the RB211 which was insuffi-
gant to allow them to develop whatl was an
plmost sntirely new engine. At the same time,
gnormous amounts of capital are nesdad 1o
develop the marginal improvements that will
ghve the purchaser the edge in the market.
Hanoe, when the new carbon-filter fan biades
that Folls had developed failed, it was recessary
o substitute Gianium and the whole job had 1o
e retooled and the Derby plant almost com-
pletely rebuilt. In addition to this, with more
planes projecied than there is market to sbsorb
them, Lockhesd gained far fewer orders for the
TriStas than expacied, hence tha unforesesn
development costs incurred for Rolls had to be
sproad over & smaller number of engines.

Rolls Rovee and its national victories
When Rolls took the order from Lockheeds in
1968 i1 was hailed as a netional victory. In fact,
the acceptance of the onder reflected that the
pbove factors had hit the Sritish aircraft indus-
try earller and with greater impect tham the
American industry. Britain has a more backward
technical base and less total capital avaliable
than American firms in the same fiald. Rolls
had to accept the Lockhead order of no order
at all. 11 was forced to outbid two American
firms for the contract—Pratt and Whithey, and
Geners! Electric Co. It could only do this by
accapting & price that guaranteed bankruptoy in
the event af any developmaent difficulties.

The launching programme for RB211 ros
from E65m. In March 1868 (£60m. from the
Labour Government], to £135m. in 1870 and
still riging. The Ministry of Technotogy had to
ba silencad in early 1988 whan it discoverad the
rate of spending. Concorde was emibar#ssing
anough—total cost projection for 1862 was
21 40m., by 1970 [t was £730m., and still rising.

By January of this year, the Tories were faced
with a choice, In addition o the £42m. promised
last Movember, Bolls Reoyee weould nead an
axtra £ 160m. to continwe with the project.
They would need |n eddition another £50m. on
completion to pay Lockhead compensation for
exceeding tha time limit. Rolls had no mare
capital, not even encugh cath to pay thair sapes
kill, Bolls could have droppad the project, but
would hawe had to pay £300m. in compemsation
to Lockheed, The Tories had o find £200m. to
give Rolks Aoyee, This first choice was nat
poditically feasible, and in addition to tha fact
that the figures were cpen-endeéd, gach of the
640 engines would lose anothaer £110,000 on
tha solling price. The alternative was Smple—
liquidate the company. Lock heed can't claim
against & company that deesstaxist, Then
sorap RB211 and nationalis the ramaining
plant. Tha remaining part of the industry makes
@ steady profit on spares for military and civil
gircraft industries all over the capitalist wosld,

appened to Rolls Royce?

Huccangar

and whatever svas paid in compensation (ead-
mates vary from C50m. to E100m:.| would be
recouped ower a short pariod.

Capitalist anarchy

The whole affair is a remarkable example of the
anarchy of capltalist production, British and
Americen imperialism cen’t arrange sullicent
flights for thoir executives to keap the arlines

and aireraft industry solvent; 8n enormous share
ol the total capital of 2 society i invested in 8
field that is of little or no banefit to tha majarity
of the population, and this share goes on gros
ing to create marginal refinemants of graater
sophistication in arder to malntein flagging
profits. The pace gets too hot for the weaker
irnpariglism of the partnarship, and so by liqui
dating & firm on paper it deprives the bigger
partner of £300m. overnight and thircns 113

financial superstructuse into chaos, The workars,
upan whoss backs this grandios: edifics of

theft and conspicuous consumption of resources
has bean erected, are the same workars wiho are
tn be made 1o suffer from its internal contradic-
tions,

Tha nurmber of redundancies expected to
follonw in Rolls Rovos alone & 20,000, &~ addi-

tional 20,000 may follow from Lucas, Shorts of
Belfast, Camerons, and British Stesl (Shaffiald],
combined. Shop stewards and Labour M.P.5 in
the Midlands and in Scotland have launched &
campaign to demand total nationalisation of
Rolls Royes and continuation of the RB211
project. The first demand has of course been
et with the exception of the car division

which is belng sold off to private enterprise. We
ghould look at the second demand more closely.
it has been taken up by the unicns, by the rank-
arud-file of the Labour Party, oy the liberal press
{ The Guardian, ste.] and by the C.P. This cam
paign to lobby Parlisment is an instinative
responsa to the news of the collapsa, but it has
to be assessad realisticelly. Having no perspactive
of industrial sction, it 14 unlikely to impreas the
Tories, but the final outcome will ba determined
by other constderations,

& Tory axpenditure of £150m. to keep the
project going may now be politically wlable, This
£150m. weuld be absolutely necessary since it
iz only the £60m. panalty clause that is nepatia-
bie, But the £160m. |3 of course opan-ended and
wiould almaost certainly escalata by the time of
completion. |fwe include the E42m, promizd
irt Movemnbar last yesr, butneser handad out,
than the total cost could exceed £250m, 11 is
axtramely unlikely that, even on this considara-
ticey alone, the Tories would agree to restore the
sramus qua. There are other considerations
howevar. Lockheed were negotiating for &
replacemant for the RB2Z11 with two Amarican
firms two days sftar the “collapse™ —Pratt and
Whitney and GEC. They both have engines Ina
further stata of developmant than the AB211,
and towin the contract with Lockheed weuld
be & weful mupplement to other orders for tha
same engines. The cost of the alterations to the
TriStar wenildd almost certainly e footed by the
Mixon Administration. Lockhesd will not ba
aliowed 1o suffer by a Government that reliss on
Lockhead for a lerge proportion of their military
raquirements; snd e construction cOrmpanias
hava a powerful lobby in Congress—EGanator
Prasmire hag already protested that Congress
mast ot loan Lockheed the money to cover the
losses suffered by renegotiating the penalty
clause with Rolls Rovee, sincs this is equivalent
to bailing out & forsign competitor. |Evening
Srandard, Fab, 9th). A3 to compensation, the
Taries can safaly allow the legal wrangls o spin
out for years.

Farliamentary lobhies = no real action
From the point of view of the workers who face
redundancy, a reinstaterment of the contract
wiould be fine, But this is extramely unlikely 1o
kappen, and cortinly not through Parliamentary
lobhbies, For the left to raize this dermand s to
encourage illugions in the sireraft industry given
the state of the market, and 1o aduacate massive
gxpenditure of monay on an investmant that
sarved even in 1968 to cover up the imminent
collapss of contracts in this fiald. The demand
tas other daners, however, 11 disracs attention
away from the forms of effectiva action that
swarkers cart 128, The demands that the Morming
Star have raisad are internally contradictory
{nationalisation undar workers” control—by the
Taories?; and continuation of the RB211, wou Id
simyply mean continuation of the RB21T under

a re-privatised Rolls Royee raceiving E250m,

gratis from the texpayer since the only reason
far nationalisation was to liguidate Aolls Royea's
fjakilitias and retain tha parts milltarily neces-
saryl. They have opportunistically adopted
thewe damands simply because the workers
faced with redundancy have posad them. Far
from posing a realistic strategy of offering even
a prefiminary analysis of the sconomic contra-
dictions in the industry, they offer only the
spectacle of shocked indignation that the Tories
wiould normally use to protect their interests, as
“grquments” for their darmands.

“Far the AE211, daspite inevitable dewalop-
mant dnags, is an assured enginearing success, a
featura of cumtEnding Enginpet_*ir':-g skill . ..
Power output is increased. Thera is a fuel con-
surnption saving of 25%, noise level is roduced

and smok e emission cut almost wndl. The last
tevn factors are of great importance in addition
to the econamic adwantages [towhom?] ., Mew
materigls are wsed [8 critarion of velua?]. To
destroy this would be an act of manumental
yandalizm that weould make the Luddites ook
likke 8 bunch of craative geniusas, To break up a
team of workers, sclentists, designers and tech-
nlcians whose collactive skills produced the war
“timme Merlin engines, the postwar Darts, Swons
and Speys [sicl] , and which are now producing
the engine of the future, would be the most
wanton destructon of the grestest asset [sic]
that any nation has- the sxill of [ta workars
The BRBEZ11 must continue because it is the
future, It can and will be sold—because it s tha
best in the world—to Lockhaed,” [Marming Star,
Tuesday 3th Feh, 19701, One has a feeling that
geen if the TriStar was 1o be used for transport-
ing napalm to Vietnam the argrmant weould be
the samu.

&1 this = completaly irrelevant of coursa.
M martter hiow good the enging may ba, the
weorkars become radundent |ust the sama, those
left in the industry work harder than ever, and
the only responsa is a little name-calling. Vic
Feathar responded immaediately: “Short of
working for no money at all, tha warkers would
cooperate with managament . . . [to improve
productivity] . | Times, Friday Feb, Bth]. A
sentimant reflected by Charles Hunt, chairman
of the joint staff and manual workers unlon
committes at Darby; “We are backing the
eompany and | have no doubt a lot of voluntary
muirtirme will beoworked [slc] . 1T isup to ws
to prova that the REZ11 is a good engina, We
hiave paked everyane to keep working as norm-
ally as peasible,” | Times, Sst. Feb. 10th).

No redundancy

Rather than talk vaguely sbout workere' contral
under Tory natlonalisation, the demand for “"Mo
redundancy’’ mast be raised. This is a fight
which can ba won by employing the simple
tactic of ane out—all out. 1t is a dermand that
can gein popular suppaort since it 20,000
warkers, sarning say an average of £30, are paid
full wages for a year, and mssurning that no new
contracts arise in that time, itwould cost the
Governrment only £30m, Now, by scrapping
AE211 the Tories are saving efther £260m, ar
£200m., depending on which way you logk at
it. If £42m. can be given gratis to Rolls Royee
land it Is =till in the Traasury), then £20m, can
b "invested” in retaining that veluable “assat™
for Britain's “future’ —the skills of thess highly
trained workers. At the same Bme, the fight for
no redundancy can be escalated into a fight for
warkers' eontral on the platferm that the tech-
nolagy and gkills available are “‘employved ™ for
e useful social purpases. |0 thosa gibeonirac
ting firms outside of Aolls Roves that ere to be
affectad, the same fight could be underiaken by
ther unions combined with demands for no
short-time worklng. Only if thess fights are won
ia |t feasible to tofk of “workers’ control .

Tha fight against réedundaney |z crucial,
Redundancy could be an addad advantege for
the Tories, flowing from the Aalls Royoe ligui-
dation, in their atternpts to raduce tha living
atandards of the working class by combined
ideological and legal repression. 1t should be
continually pointed out that wage claims have
played no part in the affair, and that the col-
lapsa sterms purely from the contradictions of
international capitalismn.



LABO

Introduction

Al the Albert Hall meeting on Junuary
12th, the TUC decided to hove as their
main speaker Horold Wilson. This was
just one part of a campaign by some T. UV,
leaders fo convinee ug that most of our
prodlems will be solved if o Labour
Government is elected, In order (o see
just how tittle truth there isin this argu-
ment, it i worth considering just a few
paris of the record of the last Labour
Government, :

At the same time, another wing of the
Labour Party iz up to different Iricks
Sid Bidwell, writing in the Morning Star |
attacks those people who go around
mouthing “‘unrealistic”, “revolufionary "'
slogans. By examining the record of the
lost Labour Government, and the recsons
for that record, we aan show who s
really “regeongble . the Red Mole or Mr
Bidurell,

Housing

The Labour Government's programme on
Bousing was a pack of lies right from the
beginning. It made great play during the 1564
slection of the Tores' “Rachmanite” Hent Act
But when the Labour Government gol round Lo
repealing the Act, they did so in a virtually
meaningless way, By failing to extend protec-
tion of tenumne to furnished property, they
ereated a stuation where il & landloed stuck a8
few old chairs In a room, then he could claim
thai the property was farnished and therefore
the tenant had virtually no security alall. Al
this was pointed out to Haredd Wilson & Co. ol
ihe time but they somehow “forgol” to do
snyihing about it.

Due bo complete neglect by all governmenis,
ithe housing situation in Britain s appalling,
Even In 1968 it was calculaled that an addidonal
three milllon kouses were needed sSmply Lo
mplace those slready slums or 50 old as nod Lo
be worth repairing.’ What is more, the oldest
hosesing fal_l; 1n1.4:|.|_|_'|-:_'-.-5e categories where there
i8 least protection for the terant. For pxample,
T5% of all furnished aceommaedation is in
houses buill during or before the First World
War 2

The facts on the housing situation were well
known Lo the Labour Govemment. For ezample
in 1967 an official meport came out which found
that 1,700,000 houses were unfit for human
habitation.” The report found that of these
houses, T9 out of every 10N lacked a hand wash-
basin, 77 out of every 100 lacked an inside
lavatory, and 72 out of every 100 had no proper
bath,

The main speaker ot Lhe TLUC, Harold Wikon,
of course did nothing about the profiteering in
humen misery which these fpures reflect. On
the contrary, when it came to, for example, the
cuts after devaluation, while absurd contracts
like Concorda went ahead, the nuomber of
cownel] houses to be bailt was cut by 15,000

It i= important to realise that despite the
very large number of peopbe living in cemin el
houslng, almaest the entire profit from housing
goes Into the hands of capitalists, To show this,
consiger the main ways of getiing o home.

L wou are buying your own house, then you
have gol Lo gel @ mortgage. In that case, &t leasi:

1T p]'nﬁf on bhe deal will be made by the
firrn lending the money, For example, il you
boght 8 house at £4.000, you would pay back
al lepst £4, 0060 on a normal mortgage, £4,000
to the money lender,

On eouncil hewsing, the vast majority of rent
payments alao goes to maney lenders. For
example, for the GLC in 1B69-30 if was
ealimated chat 1813 out of every £1 Income
from remts will go to money wnders. Under
thr Labour Governeeent . the proportion going
thiz way went up steadily from 9% of all
inenme (rorm rents to B9% of all such income.

The bipgest meney-making racket of all b= s
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Capitalist ideology in a nutshel |- the Eosnomist trumpats “Who nesds bus eangducters? —anly their snian.”™ it
somabvois forpgers U rhe rachar mods oo iEn D guestion of who suppfies ness jobs for redundant bus conduciods, ™

“wrecking" activities of the seamen, and the
“subversives” in the car Industry who were
causing losses In production. Never in the
entine period Labour were in office did the
number of days of production lost through
strikes reach even one-tenth of that lost
through unemployment. Bul we never heard
anything about the “wreckers™ and “aibver-
givea” In the povernment. Not surprising. If vou
acrepl the capitalist svstem, then unemplosy-
ment is inevitable, Afbar all, mhat does
unemploymwent matter to the huge Arms? Many
lzrge: firms, for example GEC, AEIL ete.. enjoy
housing & something it eould cul back on. Thus, Uheir greatest prosperty during periods of high
lor example, is we have seen, it cat 15,00 of unemplovment. Their caleulation bs & alinple
the council house building sche me. The general  one. High unemployment means that we eon
effect of the Labour Goverpment's policles can  frighten our workers into aceepling Lhat there
will ber e real increase b pav. No increases in
pay means higher profits, This particular gams
needs & front man in government Lo carry out

privaiely rented housing. For a start off, prlvate
landlosds charge the most, For example, on a
house worth £3,750, the averspe rent charged
by a privale landlord is three limes as much oz
that charged by o lecal suthority and haif as
miach aguin per wesek as it would cost the
ceeupier bo buy the house himself.® The
hous=ing conditions themeelves in privately-
rented housing a&ne also the worst, The el Fhaial
survey of 1367 found thet 33% of all privately-
rented howsing was anfit®

The Labour Covernment did nothing to sor
cut this sliuation, On the contrary, 1t saw

bt Smen i e housing mecords of Lhe fl:lEI-::-u.:ing
b-ur-:_:uu.gn %o

P, of Fioeisss Bl i

1058 1960 the dirty work of ereating the wnemplovernent in
Towai Harlers ey SRS
Barking T20 1
Hawham 1393 a9
SoninFrnink 34N 230
i Tkt L7 HRR
Yialtseno Fi- . 18
Jarr o 406 BT
WO EDE 181 &

A fine record for the East full yvear of Labour
govemment?

Linemplosiment

It might appear abyions from the housing
flgures that tereible shortages exist, In the

lield of housing, 05 in every other social servce,
a1 eportmous inenesse n production is necosare
I a sensdbbe ponnomb syslem every .-cir|_|;I|: aviil-
abibe person would bo usad o boost producion

in this and other aeens, But such i the seonamic
gvibem of capltabiam that at & time when 2 greal
increass in effort in Lhese areas 18 needed, Lhe
government is systematically invobved in pulting
proqle auk of wark. The Labour Party kicked
up i big fuss when it was recently announced
that vnemployment in January 1971 was

GAC 00, Quice tightly, chey =aid that unem-
plavrmen | wis unaceeplable & an sconomic
ronbral, The troublo was that no ome eould take
their ohjections sricushe o5 lhe Labodr Crovern
ment itself accepred the dictates of the
capitalist economie svatem and had always
crsbed animmployment as a way of controlling
the sconomy when it was in officsg,

In the first fve wesrs of the Labour Gowerm-
mnl alone, and disgetly due to the polides of
thut Government, the number of unemployed
rose Feam BHOL000-E0 561,00 This increase in
unamplovment of coeer 200,000 epresenied a
Ings in productlon of over 45 millllon working
1:!.;|:|.'x a veaT, el h:r Ortaber 19498 was Harold
Wilson denounctng the lost productlon which
was cased by this deliberalely orealed unem
ploymentt No; instend be was talking of the

the: Tirst place. Harold Wilson and che Labour
Parcy were ideally aulted for thal rob.

Apart from the general increaze in unaerms-
|:l|-:'|-'.- ment, whal made the situation for wormse
way thot the durstion of unemplovment for
mien out ol vwork wenl up during chiz period.
The number of men out of work for over a ye.
wenl up by nearcle bolf, and the nomber of me
cut of work for over sight weeks dowkded,

A Faaluse which was particularly severs
abont this increasze in unemploement was the
wity it was coneentroled io certoin areas. For
axampie, in Morthern Ireland unempiovment
even by October 1968 bad reached B 6% and i
Mortham Enpland it had reached 6.2%

Low pay and inequality of wealth
Beafore e camae Lo power, Hirold Wilkson liked
tor pivie Lhaa line aboul how the Labour Parcy i
general, and himself in particular, woere com
pletely opposed to low pay and poverty, He
aald that, “In tha pagl of the wodd I coms frol
men are very ruggediy equal. The Yorkshine
Spcialist reacts from poverty nol 5o much
beczisae it is a product of ineffidency and a
badly mun social system, but becaose il is s
crime against God and man."® Vet it is
probably in the field of low pay that the Lals
Government's frocord was worst—not to soy
mosl dishomest,

It iz now caleulated that over one in six
children now lives balow the poverty line.’
This figure is praceically obasne when com-
pired Lo ealeulations thet 1% of the population
owns BL% of the Industdal shares.®

The Labour Government did nothing about
this stuation. Of course they Cried Lo coneeal
this. For example we were told et firsc that the
Incomes Policy wes almed at helping the worst
off. Thiz elaim always was o fust one os the
anly penple who really gained feom the haldin
down of wages wen: the lirms who hoped o
miake higher profits os a result. After a while
even this most dishonest of governments was
Torced to ademlt thia, Thes Hamold Wolker, then

G T e . .
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By suppedt and our appreciation of the fiem kadership being shown. The
cotntey has becn vory woll hepin mdeed. ™ Fribene, Gth Mav, 1954,



[AL INEQUALITY

Jdoint Parliamentary Under-Secrotary of State
&t the Department of Emplovment and Produe-
tivity, was lorced to admit that “‘It is nol a
primary functien of the Government's Prices
and Incomes Palicy to redistribate wealth.'
Even this was dishomest as it was no funclion at
all of the Incomes Policy to redistribute wealth
in any direction ofher than that of in favour of
the employers.

After thelr bluff with the Incomes Policy,
the Labour Govemment did not ewen gartieg-
larly pretesd Lo help the low-paid. They tumed
to union-bashing instead. Perhaps to have
pretended would have over-strelched the powers
for deceit even of H. Wilson, Castle & Co. as
during this tsst four yesrs in office those at or

below the Supplementary Benelit wvel doubled.®
The situation now, after sx years of Labour
government ks roughly & follows: the TUC
vulculates that 8 minimum wage of E1G6.10U is
an absolute minimum. If they were realistie
thery would admit that with spimiling prices,
rents, ete., thisis far too low, But even taking
this miserably low level, Labour did nothing to
hietp this minimium wilge If we take aven 8- an
hoar I['qlli'.'ill{lﬂl Lo E16 for o SiLhour week],
then there are now =till over Th categories of
aecupation where at least 25% of the workforos
geis less than this &6 I'.\|r|.|r..“:I =ome of the indi-
vidual Mgures are [rankly horrifving, For
example, over 8% of women manual workers
{ciassified by cccupation) get under /. an
I:|-:.-|:r.”I What is mom, all the talk of a WHZESs
explosion is nonsense as far as the low-pald ame
camcemed. The nemwass in poverty revealed by
the report of the Child Poverty Action Group is
inevltable when vou hove 5 situstion whene you
hive p situation where prices have been going
up at &-B% a vear but in &t least 30 industries
wages have dnly been going up at 4% a year, y
When Harold Walker admitted that the

b

[ncomes Polley was not zimed in anv way at
reducing inequalities of weaith, he made, in the
sAme speech, & cRalm that the elimination of this

insfemi N QL

Inequality was being corced out by Labour's
taxation policy. It is therelom worth leoking al
Just what this policy was pimed at doing.

Duaring the first thres vears af thie Lakbosr
Government alens, laxation went up fastest on
the worse off. For example. on the wase we
discussed belfore of £16 3 wesk, the proportion
of lotal ineome paid in all forms of taxation
want np by over 16%, whereas for ineomes over
£80 » week, it only went up by lps than 3% 19
Even for old age pensioners, the Labour Qovemn-
manl did nothing about the fact that ower 205
of their miserly pension income goes In tax.

The situation (8 even worse if childen are
taken Inlo accoonl. In the case of families with
ane child, the propartion of income paid in taces
during the first three vesrs of the Labour
Covemmenl wenl up as follows. For a family
with an income of £11, taxation wenl up by
nearly 309, whoreas for a family with an income
of over £35, it went down slightly, Taking the
family with two children, we find that by the
end &f the same perod, a family with an
income of over £50 5 week was paying 31% of
lts income In tax, whike a [arnily with an
ineomea of K11 was paying 41%.14

Nothing was done aboutl the miropressive
rales syrstem either, A [amily with an ineome of
E22 a week paid over B0 mom, a8 a proporlion
of ita Income, kn mtes that did o family with an
ineome of over E58 8 week.

S0 much for Harold Waller's claim Lo be
redistribuling wealth through taxation.

As compamd o oll this, the capitalisis did
very well indeed ander Labour. Om a trivial
level Armnold Weinstock got 2 knighthaood after
sacking 12000 men and there was even an
allleial honowr fior the man who made Harold
Wilson's mincoats. On a more serions level, the
firms raked in the profits to the tune of
£1,383, 240,000 for the fen biggest firms alone,

The Parliamentary farce

We could hawve Investigated many other features
of the policy of the Laboor Cowemment; for
example [t reeord on the Health Service, on
edurcation, on immigration, on industrial aec-
dents, ete. Those polnts coversd should,
however, bring home that this was a government
carrying out the polleies to At the needs of the
capdtallsf class, The important lesson to leamn is
why this was the case, Was it, a5 the Left Labour-
ites claim, because Wilson “'betrayed ™ the
Labour Farly, or did il stem from something
mich more fundamental?

In his mom lecid momeniseven Harobd
Wilson was on the way to understanding why
his government had o chobes bt o carry out
Lhir dictates of the capitalst system. In s spesch
to the TUC in 1964, he sxid, “If you borrow
fromy some of the world ban kers you will
guickly fnd that vou lese . | | independence,
because of the deflationary policies and the euts
in the Social Services chat w1l be impossd on a
government that has got iself into thal
positlon.""™ Wikon was on the right teack but
be cowld hove looked closer home. It is not
only internadonsl capicallata, the “gnomes of
Zurich™; who wanled “delationary policies
and culs in the soeial services"”; but British
copitalists o5 well, That leszon was ramemed
horme I the firsl few weeks of the Labour
Gavernment, when hundreds of millions af
poundsworth of capilalisl asels were tmns
forred out of the country smply because the
bourgeolale had & misgoided Gsr that Labour
mighl do something to improve the situation of
PETLEIONEES,

Exactly the same emplovers and financiers
who now write frate letoes to newspapers abou |
the political steikes on Dee. BIh and Jan. 12th
then ware the people who carvied one a capica-
li=% politleal airike. From then on he lesson o
Wilson was clear; either play hall with the capita
=z elass oF that elass will wreck Lhe eeonomy.

Stranoely enough. it didn ™ even need o
Morxist o tell Wison chat this action by the
bl rpeadaie was inevilable, Kven dyed-in-the-
wonel reformer Sic Scefford Cripps had pointed
out thar the “idea that the wislders of economic

Civer 1 100,000 unfit howses,

e

ot will eooperate with a Labour Govemmant
is quite fantastic™. What be meant hers of
couras waka Labour Gowernmenl which altncked
capitalism, A Labour Qovernment which carries
ot the policies of the capitalist class 18 of course
na theeat, On the contrery, beeause the working
ehiss has illugions in the Labour Pacty, the bou-
penisie frequently prefers that attacks on the
working class should be carded out by the
Labolir Party. Thus, for example, in 1551, 2
prominent represeniative of the bourgeoisie

gove the following piece of advice po George V'
“In view of the fact that the necessary eeono-
migs would prove most unpalatable to the
waorking classes it would be bn the pemseral
intarest if they were imposed by a Labour
Government.” & The Uneoessary peonomles”
meant the glacking of unemployment Py in

the interests of the emploving clasa. The
“suneral Interest ™ meant of coumsa LUhe interest
of hig business, Exactly the same mle was foroad
on the last Labour Gayvernment, s “economies’,
i wa hive sen, were “'most unpalatable to the
working classes."

The Labour Left of course pefuses to see
that the power of the roling clhss isin ils soono
mic: eonkrel, not in its ability to win elections.
The Labour Parcy are unlted on ihis, from
Harald Wilson Lo Lhe most “extrema’ 1eft-
winger, Wilson speaks for the belief of the
entire Labour Pacty when be savs, ““Whatewer
penph- gay, at an elecltion, lhe old estoblishment
omly have cme vote anch gt the end of the day,
& has the engineer and miner tn my conatilo
E‘!‘.E}'.':-'-" Yhat is maore, the Labour “lefls"
desperately ey o confine Lhe strupgle enlitely
ter Parlinment, Thus, for exnmple, when one of
Tribeme s columnlsts suggested that an M.P. was
calling for industrial aetion, thot M.E. s=ntin a
letter saying that “'1 should hate Francis Flavius
to give anyone the ides that T am now calling for
mass actlon from the trade union movemenl
apainst it | the Incomes Policy ). L

The trouble (2 that while Tribone plices such
emphizis on elections, unfortunacely for them
the bourgeaisle does not, Tt knows that iis
povear to bend my govermment to carrving cut
policies In the Interests of the boorgenisie will
Lasl as long as thal bourpenisie controls the
ecopomy and thus has the power to sabotage
any ateps Llaken by a Labour Crovernment,

Why then does the Labour Left not say
clearly that frimediately after being retumed bo
offber a Boviplist povernment would have to
toke ecomomic control, and cherefore ownership,
ot af the handds of the capilalist class? The
reazon Tor this is simple. Mo eloss is going to
give np its power, wealth and posilion pesce:
fully, Can vou imapine suving Lo Sir Acnold
Weinstock thot he hes bod & good innings but
neny he 15 going to have to gve up bis rece
hiorses and get down o learming how Lo opermdle
a lathe® Just to ask che ruestion is 1o see Lha
amswer. For anyone who stil] believes in the
uniquely 'peaceful and democmtie” namune of
che Bricizh bourgenisle just eonsider Lhie
pxample of Bellast, Here we see the whol might
of the British Atmy being vsed in defence of a
regime that refuses o grant even the most ele-

mentary rights oo bousing, jobs, ete, and which
iz openly “ractallst™ as regards the Cathalie
ridnoritys 1T the British bourgeodshe is prepared
to use foree In thal steation, it would not s
Late for o moment to use it agalnst o British
working class that was treing to deprive the
bourgeoisie of the source of its power, The
Labour Left can of eourse point none of this
aut ag if it did it would bave to srgue for the
vorking class co prepare to meel Tores with
Porce, and the Labour Lefts would die with
fright at this prospect.

The C.P. of course ries to bave It Bolh ways
Il stabes that viokence [5 not Inevitable Bat then
states in-amall peint in the Hritish Bood to Soci
tiemy bhat of cousse it cannot be rulied out. This
is meaningless. The wo rking class will mot wes
violenee, even delensive violence, if 1t has been
told For years that it can get evervlhing by
penceful means. It will anly 1= violenos if for
swears bafone: it has heard the arguments which
show thal violenos 18 inevitable. This = why L& 1a
absurd whea, for example, C.F.5 and Left
Labourtes say things like, “Of course it would
hiuwve been correcl Tor Lhe German working class
to bave vesisted Hitler by force.™ How cm vou
posalbily expect & working class b respond to
such appeals if it has been Lold for decides 1hat
violence is unnecessary? [F force, whetber reve-

Autlanary or even anid-faseist foroe, 18 necesaary,

then we must bapin Lo answer Lhe cada lor it
neay, The Heitish Road fo Soclolism, by glossing
ovar the long periced needed Lo persiade the
worklng class of the need to nse force, prepares
the way Tor terrible deleals for thi :m:-r'I-:inH'
clasz. It is nat the revalutioneries who are
“vunrealistic’” bul those who believe that the
capitalist cless will cooperate in actions against
ils own inlerests, or will pven peace fully aecept
its own defeat, After six fruitless yeurs of
Lalsaar Governmuent, momn workers are coming
o see chat the only realists are the revolutiona-
ries and Lhat the most “unreasonable'” paople
are the faded old parliamentorians like Sid Bid:
well and all the C.P. leaders who want to ape
him.

& Marshed!
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Thue frrperviowr wat conducied with Comrade
Sudhir Bose, a leading militant of the Bengali
Socinist Workers Party (indias Seeron af the
Faurth Infemavonal] when he recenitly paseo
twrough London. The Red Mode is plegsed to
pubiish (¢ because not much is known about the
develppment of the Fourth Intems fonal (n the
semi-codornial world, fn future isues we il
pullish mews shout our comrades in Japan and
Balivia.

“hat s the political importance of Yest

Hengal in relation 1o the rest of India?

The political importance of West Bengal is Vary
great, but the only way you can appreciate this
i5 if you understand the political and historical
background and tradition of this provines, Far
instance during the days of British imperialist
ruls over our country, it was in Bangal whare
the terrorist mowement and the revolutionary
mavamant was borm. If 8 proper survey were
condueied, | think you would find that ene
family in twalve would be able to boast s
miartyr who died for the causs of national
liberation. They fought bravely sgainst British
imperialism and made Bengal the spearhead of
the anti-imperialist struggle, That i why Bengal
wad tha part of India which the imperialists
dislikad and feared the most and that is why
thay institutionalised a racist discrimination
sgainst the Bengalis. They could not trust us to
smrve in the British Army and in this of courss
thay wern right. [f the Bengalis had bean armed
it is posible that a revolutionary leadarship
would have emerged to lpad tham,

Yesterday they fought against the Brivish,
today they lead the struggle agains capitalism
itsmlf, that is against the Indisn Congrass and its
alligs. It was in West Bangal whers the popular
disconient and revolutionary farvour of the
mdizes was channelled into popular frontism
by the so-called lefi parties. Today a big mass
movement is developing against the betrayaky of
thesa parties and, in my opinion, West Bangal
will be the place from where the spark or rather
the flame of sogialist revolution will begn to
st the whols of Indis  ablaze, and thus bring
shout a charge in the social structure of the
Countey.

What is the pregent situation of West Bengal, In
othar words the state of the peasantry, working
cifss mimemant, atc.?

There i3 a very serious crisis facing capitalizm in
Weat Bengal and there is a general feeling which
has parvaded virtually every strata which shows
us that the people sre simply not prepared to ba
oppressad any longer. From a revolutionary
point of view the situation couldn't be more
opportuns, The capitalists arm sware of thiz and
they have staried shifting their industries fram
West Bengal to “sfer” parts of India. This
withdrawal of capital symbolises the pra-revolu-
tanary situation which axists in Bengal today.
The laading Indian industrislist, Birla, recently
stated that he preferred Bombay to Caleutta
bacause the latter was a “hall™ as far a3 he was
concemaed. He is, of course, cormect.

Thae Tevel of political consel assnass insida
the working elass is very high. They fight an the
streets today on 5 issues and not anly thair
economic demands. Last Decembar the jute mill
workers came out on strike and the employers
locked tham out, This resulted In zalidarity
actions by all other workers and poor peasants.
A Genaral Strike was proposed in order to
defend the juts workers. The central government
capitulated before the strike could take placa.
OF eourse the working class mowement is facsd
with cartain problems. The kavel of unemploy-
mant i1 constantly rising and at the momant
the average rate of unemployment is B5%
throughout the province in both the cities and
tha countryside. The sacond problem is the
trade union buresucrats who are by and large in
the pay of the capltalists. These parasites have
created in many areas an ptmosphare of fear
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"T'he Peasant Sti

inferview with an

i

Victims of the flood in East Bengal.

pxtremely potent ravolutionsry foree in the
Bongali countryalde. In any future struggle they
will be a decisive component and that is why
our eomrades are working in the countryside
and laading struggles.

and they are constantly victimising socialist
and radical workers. They act opanly as the
Trojan horse of Indian capitalism. But despits
the growing poverty and constant fear of
unemploymant, the warkers refuse to s
mtimidated and are in the fighting lina of the
struggle.

fg far as the peasaniry is conserned, as you
know throughout India 70% of the population
is agricultural. In West Bengal the figure s
tlightly less. Batwean 805 and 2% of the
population depends on agriculture, Bacause of
the famine conditions in the countryslde and
the drought, aven smong the peasantry the
largest grouping consists of what can only be
describad as & rural proletariat. This class owns
nothing except the mud and strew huts and
their aating utensils. Thase paople are today
prepared o fight and go the whole way to
smash the existing structures and change the
social relationships which axist in the country-
side. Thus we see that the demand for seizing
the land today bocomes extremely popular.
This demand in some places was 3o powarful
that wa hawe seen the Maxalits movemeant
winning & great deal of support end fercing
both the rightwing reformist Communist
Partigs to make 8 show to the peopla in their
short-lived "land grabbing™ axploits. But they
failed miserably and no one was taken in, not
awen the right-wing press.

According to the law there are no landlords,
Sut of courss this |5 a completa farce because in
India it is the wnwritten laws which operate. On

paper a landlord might anly owm 25 seres, which
i the limit, but in practics ha can own land
undar seversl fictitiows nemes. But this typs of
landlord has more of an upper-class kulak

men tality rather than that of an old feudal land-
tord (this is in Bengal, of eourse). So as far as
the class structure of the Bangali countryside is
concarned, you have the kulak-landlords on the
top, and then you have the middle peasants,
but they arg also in a state of decay bacauss of
the poverty, unemployment and the famina.
Virtually every altermate vear brings us famine
of drought. Even today we ara living in farmine
conditions, From April to October the agricul-
tural labourers  will thersfore have almeost
aothing toeat. They will have anly one meal In
24 hours end that meal would surprise even the
mioat ardent revolutionary living in the deve-
loped capitalist ceuntries, It conslsts of rice with
salt and if thay're lucky some cooked vepe tables.
The number of peopla who eat meat ar fish is
vary limited, The agricultural labourers are on
the lowest rung of the ladder. They compris a
large and growing majority and represent an

Could yau tall us snething about thess fake
eft parties which balieve 'a alectorsl fronts.
What cororate results have thair capitelaticons
had on tha conscioumness of the Benpal| masses?

The “left™ parties were undoubtadiy vary
popular becausa of their propaganda and agita-
than which was undoubtedly quite effective. But
1967 marks the great divide bscause it was in
this year that these parties completely expomd
themselves. Thuse same parties whilch had in the
pazt fought for some of the demands of the
prople, when they came to power in 1867,
their lust for powar and their desire to hold
office overshadowed sverything elsa. They
opanly went over to collaboration with the
capitalist class. In the vears when they were in
poier they behaved like any bourgeois govern-
mant. The people saw for themsalves that
nothing had changed. Corruption, high food
prices, unamployment, dissase all remadned the
same and n times like these even the maost
viedent revolutionary Metoric cannot mask the
fact that the condition of the people remains
unchanged. Despite all their big tlk, they failed
to arrest a single black-marketesr or property
speculator, In 15968 when thay camea to power
again there was yet another chanee for them to
mehilise the maises against the bourgeois state
and expose the central state apparatus, Onee
again they failed miserably. They waren't aven
capable of implementing an existing law regard-
ng the amount of land any ona person was
entithed to own, though they know full wall
that many landlords are defying or disegarding
this law, which after all was framed by a capita-
list government. The least the United Front
fgovermment could have done—after all it inch-
ded tern parties whidh call themsalvas commun-
ist—=was o implement this law. The only sctions
the two CPs could cerry out was restrictad o a
miock accupation of Indira Ghand| and Birla’s
gardens, It could ba that same of the GP leaders
ke :ha'munrmh',' of these gardens well as
they are entertained there on cerlain oocisicns.
Thesa attampts To bluff the peopls have failed.

| think that these parties have ceated to ba
feft partins in any meeningful sanss of the word.
Thay are working hand-in-glove with the ruling
Congresa Party, with other partees like the
Musglim Langus and in plases sven with sami-
fascist parties like the Jan Sangh. These partles
have bacorme 8 part of the established order.
Today in West Bengal thare are only two pxists

ing revolutionary tendencies: the Maoists and
tha Trotskoyists. These are the only currents wh
oppos bath the capitalists and the sham oppo-
gtion of tha “left” parties. Of coursa the
Maodsts are much better known then us be causn
of the great weight of the Chiness Revolution,
but don’t be too deceived by appearances
because in some parts of Bangal we are much
stronger. Wou can ask amy member of the
raprassive state apparatus in the district of
Bankura who are the Trotskyists of the Fourth
Intermational. He will el you. Ha knows
because he and his frionds have been trying to
defoat us and have failed. Our comrades conti-
nae to ocoupy the land,

Whiat iz tha attitede of the Trotsyist move-
mantin India towards tha Saneral Elaction?

You probably know that the Indian Constitu-
tion is the longest in the world, It has 395
Articles and innumerable clauses and appan-
dices, ete., but this constitution or any other
capitalist constitution i3 incapable of solving
the problem which the country is now facing.
The number of slactions is increasing bath on a
provincial and the centrad level. Looking at it
from a purely practical paint of wiew, it would
be impossble for revolutionarias to participate
because in India to particlpate in an alaction
costs a lot of money and wa are poor and all our
furds are anyvway put to better use. To run one
candidate alone would cost us a minimum of
R, 20,000 (£1 000 approx. on the black
market axchangs ratel. As you can see, no
reall revolutionary tendency would be able to
spara that emount of money just for an election.
Of course, thers is a more important and
palitical sidn to the guestion. After all, a bour-
geods election is a hoax, a farce, particularly as
far a3 wa are concarned. The tailing masses of
West Bengal have seen through this farce. Largs
numbers of workers and poor peasants taday
have ne illusions about the alections, They
hewe sean many elections. They and others like
them, particulary the youth, feel that there is
only one way and that is the way of revolution-
ary atruggle. This atmosphare has been enhanced
by the twio revolutionay movements who
oparate there, namaly the Maoists end the Trot-
skyists. And now our party, the Socialist
Warkars Party in Bengal, has decided from bath
g tactical and stratagical point of vew not to
participats in the elections. This doasn 't mean
that we extend the slogan of boyeott like the
Maxalites have done to every sphare of life
without any regard for the level of conseious-
nes of the massas, Wa have alio decided to use
tha alection period to go 1o the masses and
explain to them the meaning of the election
and wihy wa are not partickpating in it
What has beer the rold of the Maxs'ites or
rather the CFIM-L} and what a9 vou think thair
ewilution is likaly to be? Hawe they a future?
The Naxalites or the Maoists could be in fact
o of the biggest parties in India, but becouse

. of thelr advanturism and becawss of their indg-

clslon and becauss of the intermecine battlas
which take place inside thelr Irading bodies,
they have not been able to build an all-lndla
party. Alrgady they have distntegrated into
different factions and growps all claiming thair
right to the true hertage. There are about 30
armall groups and 13 diffaran t nevsspapers in
West Bangal alone., They're saying almost the
same things. Same strategy, same Mas Te Tung,
samn idnas, They are divided on the gquastion of
who ie the real leadership. The main party af
enurse i the CP {M-L). They had a stratagy of
ping T the countryside to start an agrarian
reveduthon and this they triad, but navar on the
basis of the dass struggle in the particular
lecality or on the boses of the mames in that
locality. They tried it on the basis of individual
tmrrar by killing individual landlords and indivl-
dual jomeers In Bengal. They failed beesuss
they failed to understand the rode the masses



uggle

play in any meaningful struggle and this despite
all their “serve tha people” propaganda. Thair
emphasis on individual terror brought upon
their heads the entire might of the state and
thay suffered serious casualties. Many brave and
heroic militants wers Killed, The repression has
had & damoralising effect on many of their
cadres and has coused some disintegration, |
dont think that thelr future in that ssmse i
wery bright.

Only recantly they have changed thair
strategy. Thay hava laft the rural ssctor, but
alss, without a Red Army, and are now concen-
trating on the industrisl sector. Hare, 1o, they
have a plan of individual error which ey pro-
claim quite openly. 5o far thay hawe not besn
able to kill any blg or leading industrialisy
They heve only executed some medivm-size
traders. They should know a3 well & anyone
glsz that the laws of property mean that the
dead man‘s bounty goes 1o his descendanis and
relatives or to the gowernmant. This proparty
would never go 1o the people.

Anather point on which we disagres with
them i3 on their method of furthering the
“gubtural rewolution” in India. They hawe
started attacking colleges, schools and universi
ties. They have rensacked and burnt many
libraries containing extremaly valuable books
and manuscripts which would be of importancs
to any Marxist historian. They have even
attempied to burn the entre library of Calewrts
Linivarsity whene thare are many books which
are Aot aviilable anywhere. Tha lunatic reason-
ing behind this is that Mao's writing is sufficent
for everyone. You don't need to study anyithing
elze. This attiude has nothing in common with
Marxism; it it in fact reminiscont of another
ideclogy. They have also destroyed sciance
laboratories in which uieful spparatus haz baen
destroyed and they also sometimes tend to kill
teachers. Anyone who thinks | 'm exaggarating
showld read the posters the Naxalites stiek up all
over the place in which they openly admit this.
I anything | 've underplayed some of their monm
“heroic” activities. In the nama of the cultural
revolution they have commitied acts which
would saddaen the heart of any Marcist-Laninist
who has resd both Mars and Lenin. These acts
smrve no roal purposs. They tand to lowsr the
political prestige of the revolutionary move-
mant as a whole. In & country with mass illitera-
ey vou don't endear yourselvas to the mases
by burning books. This jswhy | tall you thay
are on @ suicidal course which can lead only to
total disintegration.

Could you tell us something about the Trotsky-
ist movament in BengalT What work s it dair
and what is the present situation in the areas
which ane under theair cortrol?

Trotskyists of the Fourth International anly
began functioning in West Bengal at the end of
18968 and the beginning of 1968, After studylng
tha situation and analysng the balence of class
forces we decided 1o concentrate all our modest
forces in the rural areas. |f we can organise
proparly in one area and bring [t under cur
cantrod, the spark from this area would act as an
inspiration for the rest of the country and point
the way Fareard. So in one district called
Bankura and in its rural ares which is not very
apgy to reach because of no proper communica-
tlen system. There is only one bus route and
gyan on that you hawe to walk three miles
iwhere there isn't & road. In such an area, the
Trotakyiats started o movement. First we
carried out simple, agitational political praopa-
ganda and wers plessantly surprised by the
response we got. Then later we issued a call for
a sirike in that area. Everyona knows what &
givike is in the cities. But a sirike by agricubura’
wiorkars in & country like India is virtually
unheard of, The responss of the rural poor to
the strike was amazing and took us all by sur-
pilse. 1t was too big for the small Trotkyist
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force in Bankura. For tan whole days the
lebourers didn't go to work. Despite the suffar-
ing they still refused to go. Finglly thaif main
damand was accapied. In this way ouwr first
strike was a success, [cf, The Red Male. Vol 1,
no. 11—Ed.] Then we decided that simply to
stop at wage demands was to pander to soono-
mism and this was the last thing that the poor
paasants neadad. 5o we decided to go further.
The mesxt step was to selze the land, and we pro-
ceeded 10 do 0. The capitalists said this was
illuga!, elo, but in fact it wasn't bacause in some
cases the land didn't belong to the landlord

and fer was oocupsyring it illegally. We axplained
this and the agricultursl labourers ssized the
land @1 & class, = 5 mass sware of 8 rghts and
ity place.in history. We have occupied over 300
scres of land in three different localities, and
the lands belong to either the govermment or to
the landlords. Whils the seizures were taking
placa thera was a clash batween the landlords
and the police on the one hand, and our com-
rades and thair supportars on the other. But our
numbears were g0 large that the rural authorities
winre frightened of a confrontation. The real
crisis that we had to face was In Movember and
December of last year. This is the harvesting
pariod and the loeal authorities were scared. 5o
the local police station was relnforeed; it was
given & special wireless sot and many othar

subsidiaries, Then semi-military forcas wers also
brought to this area 30 that our movement, a
new type of movemsant as far as India wims con-
corned, could be halted. What was this move-
ment and what was it engagad in doing? The land
that we have occupied and which is well ower
350 acres was not given to individual peasanis.
A commities known as the “Collactive Farming
Commities" with an elected beadership of 21
people, all of whom are agricultural warkers,
runs the entire area, Thare is a chairman of this
commities as well. This form of organization

is new to Bangal if not India. Most of the other
groups and tendencies who seized the land gawe
it to their pesant supporters to cultivata. We
Trotskyists refused to encourage, aspecially in a
place like West Bengal | individual ownership.
Land belongs to the collactive and its commities
organises collective cultivation, ate, While tha
amount of land we have selzed and which is
under our contred |5 nothing comperad to the
vastnass of the provinoe, it mpresents a far
bigger potensial, and it is the new form of orga-
nisation and its example which frightens the
ruling class.

W have had many clashes with the authori-
ties and have not been intimidated, but of
course our resources are limled compared to
the force of the bourgaois state’s apparatus. The
police have attacked villages and beaten up
women and children, tortured paasants, ato,
They claimed that the Trokyizsis had launched
an offansive againat their special camp, but this
war @ blatant lig, From the baginning of Movem-
bar to Dacamber 2dth 1970, there were eight
clashes between the Trotskyists on ona side and
the police and rich peasants on the other.
Thers ware 8 few of our comrdes woundad,
many were arrested and 200 heve hed to go
undarground , and against our leading comrade
Japdish Jha the police have registerad 50 dif-
Terent cases, oll of @ wrious nature. The palice
heva offersd an unafficial rewsard for comrade
Jha, dead or aliva, of £60. This is a description
of the reign of terror’in the Bankura distriet of
Yest Bengal. We have bigun to Start In some
ather districts also a similar movement and it
will have its effect in the neer future. OF courne
oui alrm 13 to generalise the siruggle, but our
rofources are nat great and the Fourth |nter
national doas not have sate power as yet
Despite this we think that comrades in Europe
and Morth America could do considerably more
to aidus,

What ars the relations batwaen the Trotsyists
aovl the Maxalites?

‘Wa have one big agresment with them. Like us
they are slio opposing the capitalists and the
whole rale which the left partes so-called are
playing in India. But there are some big diffar
pnced abie. For instance the Naxalites still
baliava in the bloo of four ¢lasses theoretically
and they try and imposs Man's cult pwerywhera,
They baliave in individual tereorsm and thus
underrats the importanes of the class struggle.
Ve believe in Increasing the struggle, in mas
terrorism. But in the struggle w’ﬁup we sea that
the Naxalites are baing oppressed by the palica,
we help them in every possibla way, In that
sanse thay are comrades engaged in a similar
struggle. Most of the Naxalite workers are
sincere gnd honest militants who are dying for
thair ideals.

VWhat is the imporiance of the national question
in West Bengal, pas ticubarly bearing in mind the
facl that in East Bangal [Pakistand i1 has
acguired a phenamenal impertanca?

An anti-cholera poster in West Bengal. The
bigpest disease, howewer, is the bourgeadsie,

Bengal

Wes, it i3 important . . . but we cannot simply
restrict it to that as we don't went to replace
one oppressor with another. We have no real
differancas with East Bangal. We speak the
same language, share the sama culture, sz, The
differences that exist have been fostered artifi-
clally, On its own, Bengal i3 a sizeable country
with & population of over a hundred million.
Therefore the only slogan we can give is that of
4 Eocialist Bangal and that |3 the way wa hopa
to develop consclousnes on the nationsl gues-
ton.

Knowing es we co and undrstanding the
trermenciaus impact which the Chinese resaly
tion has had in Asie and ourslves baing cutside
tha Maoist movement, do you think itwill be
poasible in the nesr future 1o biild 3 laroe sec-
tion of the Fouwrth International ir India?

Surely and cartainly. | do not doubt {t, What we
lack and what both the erthodox Maoists and
the pro-Moscow Stalinists possess i1 the backing
of state power, In 8 country which is backward
and a8 majority of whose people are illiterate
like India today, simple propagenda In pictorial
farm or in films atc. on & large scale undoubtedby
hais o bag impact. We, alas, do not a5 yat have

tha resources 1o match these afforts on our own,
Chur newspapers, eic., are vory modest affaire
compared 1o those of the pro-Moscow end pro-
Peking tendencies. Also the financial retouros
of these states enable them to maintsin full-
tirerd, get printing predse=s and the like.

Howaver, we must not b pessimistlc in the

face of this. What is always dessive is politics,
and even as Mao hes said, politics must ba in
command, We agree. We sy that the programme
and the politics of the Indien Fourth Intarnatio-
nalists today are an extremaly important
weapaon and v shall ansure that this weapon s
um=d wall, The exlsting political vacuurn makes
it all the more imparative for the Trotskyists to
develop roots in the masses and thus lay the
foundations of a revolutionary party, | think
wie are baginning to do this and therefore | can
say with a certain amount of eonfidence that
the Fourth International has a big future ahead
of it in Indian.

intarvewer: 3, Camillo

| TROTSKY
The Reyolution Betraved 25/
Tn Defence of Marzism -
Permanent Resalution i 18
1 The Exsénikal Trodsdy &6
Stalin 30y
My Life 35/-
Histary of the Rusian fiT8
Revolution {3 vols} each
Writings 1937-34 25 /-
1938-39 28/-
153540 25/
MAMNDEL
a5/

Curope versus America”
An Introduction to Marxist
Econgmiz Theory

POLEMIC
The Credibility Gap: The
Politics of the SLL
{An IMG pamphlet) L8
The [nconaletencies of
“Etate Capitulizm™ by

Ermesd Mandel 4t

RED BOOKS |

182 Pentonville Road, London N.1. 01-837 9987

| Open 10 a.m. -5.30 p.m. (Monday - Saturday)

IRELAND
1934 Republican Congress
by George Gilmore /-
The Making of Mocthern
Ireland by 0GR, O'Commor
Lysnpht 3-
Theababd Walfe Tone by
Frank Macdermot Tié
JAMES CONNOLLY
Lahowr in Ireland 11)-
Socialism & Metionalism -
Labsour ls Irlah History 38
T-SHIETS
Red Mobke T-Shirts. Block on red &
red on white dhowing lacge Male
giving Red salute,
- per shirt, small, medivm & large,
Enclose 1/- posluge.
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA : FrREE OUR COMRADES

available from Red Books

4 New Pence. An .M .G Publication

According to the authoritative French newspaper, Le Monde, the trial of Czech revolutionists will start on February 8,
1971. According to latest reports the trial will be held in camera and no observers will be permitted. The 26 comrades who
are being tried are all members of the Revolutionary Socialist Party of Czechoslovakia and have been attacked by the Czech
party organ, Rude Pravo, as “trotskyists..” who seek to overthrow socialism. Thus all the vile slanders of the 30s and the
40s are once again being regurgitated and used against our Czech comrades. However the international balance of forces is,
today, somewhat different and all the propaganda from the Stalinist arsenal cannot deceive the new revolutionary layvers and
currents that exist today in most parts of the world and which demonstrated, at the time of the Soviet invasion, their
solidarity with the anti-bureaucratic struggle of the Czech masses,

The comrades of the Revolutionary Socialist Party are being accused of plotting to overthrow socialism. What a bizarre
aleggation. What a disgusting farce. It only serves to demonstrate the contempt which the Stalinist bureaucracy has, not
only for the masses under its direct subjugation, but even for the hundreds of thousands of socialists elsewhere in the
world. To imagine that anyone will take the charges against our comrades seriously is to live in a completely isolated
bureaucratic dream world. What our comrades want is not to destroy socialism but to create it. What they want is to destrov
the power of the bureaucracy and replace it with proletarian democracy based on workers” councils, And the fact that it is
revolutionary marxists who are on trial and NOT members of right-wing groups which surfaced during the Prague Spring,
indicates clearly who the bureaucracy is really frightened of and whose ideas really worry them. The growing revolt against
the bureaucratic structures in Eastern Europe, the most recent manifestation of which was the workers uprisings in Poland
this yvear, is a clear sign that political revolutions are on the agenda in the near future,

We therefore appeal to all revolutionaries to support the comrades on trial by carrying out solidarity actions with them. In
particular we appeal to the militants inside the C.P. and the Y.C.L. to protest to their “fraternal™ party against the repression
it is carrving out. The Spartacus League organised a large picket outside the Czech Embassy on Sunday 7th Feb. which was
boycotted by every daily newspaper. We sav to the cold war anti-Communists: our comrades do not need your support or
that of vour friends, because they are even more opposed to the capitalist system and its different manifestations. They are in
solidarity with the heroic struggle of the Vietnamese people against American imperialism. So don’t try to use their trial for
your professional anti-communist activities.

SOLIDARITY WITH PETR UHL AND THE OTHER IMPRISONED COMRADES!
FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF WORKERS DEMOCRACY ¢
FOR THE OVERTHROW OF THE BUREAUCRACY!

FOR THE POLITICAL REVOLUTION!
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molehills

It appears that the degeneration of the Commu-
nist Perty knows no limits. At the Young
Workers Conferance in Manchaster last Sunday
{7th Feb.), they stooped to the lavel of rank
reformism.

The conference, organied mainly by the
Young Communist League, was genarally aimaed
at persuading the more pware sections of the
British working class to support the impoteant
and disgusting alliances between the Stalinists
and cartain “progressive’”’ Labour Party and
trade union leaders.

They invited one such leader—Lawreance
“Lord A" Daly —1o be the guest speskar for
the morning sedsion, With the recent minsrs’
tripubles il fresh in mind, oms delegaiss
demonstrated their objections, only to ba
threatened from the dhair.

Throughout the conferonce the main theme
wit “we gre hare 1o discuss the problems of
youth in industry, $o don't bring politics into
it", We were told by the chair that there waa a
wide range of palitical opinion represenied. By
this ha meant the Young Liberals and othar
reprasen wtives of the bourgeoisia.

The most blatant show of repression of dis-
cuslon was the way in which the smendmenis
commities tried 1o stop any political amend-
menis being put to the conference. Cine such
amendment from the Spartacus League called
upon the TUC 1o call a general strike to defeat
the Industrial Relations Bill, explaining that
while we supported such propagandistic sctions
a3 tha Feb. 215, tha only way to inflict a defest
on the Tories was by the sction taken by the
working class at the point of production. The
Sualinists tried 1o get their resalution o the
Bill—a waak ineffective gesture—passad by the
conference without any dizcusidon whatsoower.
Whan the chair refused amandmanits or discus-
sion, there was uproar. [t was only then that
the amendment from the Spartacus Leagus was
put to the conference, Due to the manipulating
tactics of the Stalinists, the amendmant was
dafeatad, with only two speakers all owed,

It weas evident from talking 1o people in the
lunchtme broak that thore was dissatisfaction
mot only with the way in which the conference
was baing rigged, but also with the polites of
the self-styled conference leaders. Yet neither
did those sincere members of the Labour Party
¥oung Bocialists who s we know are fallow
party membars of “comrades Wilson, Castle
and Weinstock" have any perspective for the
conference outside the Labour Party,

Yot it is quits clear from the Manchastar
confarence that despite the manipulations of
the Communist Party, i1 is possible 1o build a
Y oung Workers Movemant in Britain that is
frea from the domination &nd influence of the
TUC big boys and their apologists.

Tha Spartacus League has the perspective of
wiarking in the Y oung Workers' Commitiees
which ara fighting all strugghss sffecting young
prople, from the fight for trade wnion demo-
criay to the strupgle to inflict a defaat on the
Tarias,

For any further information regarding

the Young Workers” Committass, contact:

The Spartacus League, 182 Pentonville
Road, London N.1, or ring 01-837 6954,

DDDDDODDDRDDDD!

Gay Liberaton Front demands:—

the occupation of the Director®a five-bed-
roomed centrally-heated flac in Clars Market,
which has been empty far four vears, whils
stodents have bean exploited by private land-
lzeds inta paying high rents for slume.

the abalition of Oratics Day and Freshers'
Conferences, and the holding of a three-day
ArtsFop Feetval at the baginning of sach
academio year.

— the continuation of the fight to closa Hough-
ton Btreat and the planting of trees to create an
open-gpace communal area.

the Baard of Govermors 1o join the Society of
Frisnds of LE3E and to cease 1o have any say in
the internal affairs of the Schoal,

tha LSE Studentz Union to ek to join the
TULC a5 apprentices, and to fight the Tarles'
[ndustrial Relations Bill

mare lockers for students. At prasent four
out of five can't have a locker.
- an elected committes to catch the thieves
who steal wallets from the Libesry. About six
wallsts par wesk are siolen in termtime.
— u feasibilivy study 1o assess the possibility of
& pwimming pool, syuash courts, and betwer fac-
lities for students in the pressnt Libeary when
it becomes vacant.
— more public telephones; Sx (wsually out of
arder } are not encugh.
— higher wages for the permanent bar staff,
— Connauwght Houm to be renamed Dutschle
Hafl.

DDDDDDDIDDDDDD

EVENTS

MONDAY S Birmingham Red Serele, 7.30, Thae Black
Black Swan, Bromsgrowe Street, Degbeth,

WEDMNESDAYS: Steflord Red Circla, B.00, Dog &
Pariritige, South Walls.

THURSDAYS. Gleagow Fad Circle, 730, Christien
| nptarurte, Boifweeil Street

SUNDAYS: Ealing Bed Circle, 730, The &ndhor,
Uniridge Fosd, West Ealing [next 1o Daniais).

FEERUARY 16th; Leicestier Unbversity, 7.30 pom,
Tarig Ali or “The Struggks for Arvolutionary Socia-
limre

FEBRUARY 16th: London Sacialist Woman Group
open mesting. B p.m. George |V pul, Pantonviiie Ad
{eoenar Cumming Stl. {Kings X or Angsl)

FEBRUARY 1Tth: Handon Tech. Soo. Soc Tarig Al
an "Why the Spartacus Leagus”

FEBRUARY 19tk What ig woman's liberation about?
Briztan Tawn Hall, 7.303 p.m. Stresi theairs, coniro
wersinl readings, sp@akers, literatare. Refreshrmenis
Organised by Batteries, Packham, Streatham, Wanos-
warth W_L. graups.

FEBALIARY Xih: SPARTACLIS LEAGLUE DON-
FEREMWCE, Fas cetails cantaci Debaie Dodge, 187
Pentanville Rosd, Landan M. 1. (01-B37 Go54)

FEBAUARY Z1st: Enling Red Circle (see abovel,
Topic: The Middés East

FEBRLUARY 2&th: public mesting: Eva Figes, suthor
af Peoarokal Aftihades, on The Family, Distussion.

8 porn, Edurnandcsl Canire, 5.7 Denbigh Road, W.11,
noar Motting Hill Qats b (o up Bemibridge Fload,
turm keft ar Pambrides Crascent which leads inbo
Denbigh Aoadl . Organised by Londen Socialist Woman
Gironip, procseds to March Bth Ad Hoc Carmmirtes.

MARCH Bth: "WIMEN UNITE " demaonstration, 1.3
Speaikcers Corner. Rally Trafalgar Sg, 8 pan. CGonract
March Sih Ad Hac Committoe, 23 Baalbeg Riosd,
London N6 01-726 3011, Posters & fgathets available.

M&RCH Geh: Frank Keane Defence Comemitbess Sacial
Kingd Head, Fulham Eroadwsy Inext to the stationl
Extenzion ta 12, Entrance 5/)-

MARCH 281n: Day Seminar on “Social Cousee and
Canssquences of Addictian’, arganissd by Socialist
Medica Assaclatiaon.. Ring 01-J46 5867 Tor datails.
Carpaign against the Tary artack on the AHS—""Your
Huealth in Danger” leaflets ssilabla from the S,

A1 Lioned Serest, Birmingham 3, Riag 0F1-236 0635

TEACHERS RED CIRCIE 11777

A teachers’ Eﬁﬂmﬁmmmmkﬁ
aim is lo devels ;
education

‘4 poltical soatysix of

------------

tmmilﬁ Road, Eun-iun N1 iThtr d:#.zm::

mietirigs will probibly hu:held fm'h:ighth
ot Sunday lanchlimes),

RED CIRCLES/RED MOLE CONTACTS

BELFAST: Alan Morris, cfo Red Mola.

BIAMINGHAM: Val Graham, T2 Cambridge
Road, Kings Heath, Birmingham 14

BRISTOL: Dave Prior, 7 Ravenssvood Rosd,
Redland, Bristol 8,

CAMTERBURY: Brian Grogan, Elllott College,
Canterbury.

CARDIFF: Susan Lukes, B2 Llandafi Rosd,
Canton, Cardifi.

CHELMSFORD: John Jones, ofo Red Mole.

COLCHESTER: Kan Browne, Flat 7, Room 10,
Bartrand Russall Tower, University of Essex,
Colchaster, Emsex.

COVENTRY : John Presand, 27 Paynes Lana,
Covantry, Warsicks,

EDINBURGH: Brian Gilmore, 17 Hillsde St
Edinituirgh.
GLASGOW: Rolend O'Brien, 38 Pandeen Road,
Glesgow E.3.
HERTFORD: Maleolm Harding, B Parker Abe.,
Béngeo, Harts,
HULL: Malcolm Ball, Studants Unlon, Hull
_ Liniversity, Hull.
IPSWICH: Kavin Barter, 2 Carmarthen Clease,
lpswich, IF2 BOG.

KEELE: Jazon HIll, Flat 37, The Hawthors,
Keele, Nowcastle-under- Lyme, Statfs,

KIDDERMIASTER: Nigol Brown, 44 The
Deansway, Khddarminster, Warca.

KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES: Robin Bonner,
33 Effingham Road, Long Ditton, Surbiton,
Surrey.

LANCASTER: Brian Heron, 28 Clarendon
Road, Lancaster.

LEEDS: Ron Thompaon, 132 Askeren Chasa,
Humnslet Grange, Leeds 10.

LEICESTER: Jean Holmen, 7 College Street,
Leicastar,

LINCOLN: Dave Thompson, 85 Tower Cras,,
Lincadn,

LOMDOMN

MORTH: John Weal, 182 Pentonville Road,
London M.1.

NORTH-WEST: Tony Fry, 101 Park Avenue
Morth, MW 10.

SOUTH: Tony Jones, Furzedown Collegs of
Education, Welham Road, W17,

EALING: Will Rich, B Burlington Gdns, W,
{904 6BS2 weekonds],

HAMMERSMITH: Eddy Amavoudian,
20 Thormy Hedge Rd, Gunnersbury, W4,

LOUGHBOROUGH: Ann Black, 4 Russall 5t,
Loughorough.

MANCHESTER: Steve Cohen, 43 Brantingham
Fioad, Whalley Fange. Manchester 16

NOBRWICH: John Harrls, a'o len Douglas, 1 Cow
Hill, Marwieh,

MOTTINGHAM: Mk Baston, 26 Hern v Rosd,
Wiesn Bridgford, Nottingham,

OXFORD: Bernard Aeaney, 27 Southmoor
Road, Qexfard,

POTTERIES: Jason Hill, Studerts Union,
University af Beels, Staffs,

READING: John Brendan Troy, 66 Gloucester
Aoad, Reading, Barks.

STAFFORD: Graham Jones, 19 Lovatt Street,
Statfard.

5T, ALBANSHATFIELD: Chris Pailthoepe,
Fairahot Court, Sandridge, Nr, 5t. Albang,
Herts, [Tal: 5t Albans 51854)

SHEFFIELD: Paul Meville, Ranmoor Houwss,
Thore Lana, Sheffield, 510 38Y.

STAFFORD: Graharm Jonas, 184a Silkmore
Lane, Stafford.

ETIALING: Donald MacDonald. & Tarduff
Place, Stanevwood, Denny, Sticirgshire,

WEET LOTHIAN: Anne MacLetlan, 5 Vietaria
Flace, Bo'neds, West Lothian.

YORK: Phil Hedrss, Goodricke College,
Heslington, York.

MERCHANT MAVY (at san): Peter Turmer,
“Orlana’, cfo 182 Pentonyille Road,
London M.1.

"“THE RED MOLE HOLE"—alub for mvelution

aries. Mimets in the “Haarty Goodfellow' Inn,

Arbury Rosd, Stockingford, Numsaton, For

further info., writa to: MF, Chashine, 10 Wast-

bury Road, Stockingford, Nunsaton.

It

COLUMN

This ls the firse report from the Mole's
new Fifth Column, We shall appear each
month, We shall try to give vau the
staries behind the news. We will nat have
all the background fogll the news, but we
will fry. You can help. {f vou know of
soaridals invalving any section of the
bonrgeoizie, foin the Fifth Columm. Let
ug kmow. We will Ter the world Enow.

® & &

The decision to send the Duke of Kent to Iee-
land caussd & wave of fury in the Unfree Press.
The Sunday Express carried the headlins *'Riog
Rigk to Duke". The People proclaimed ''Palace
in Bow over Duka’s Posting™. The screaming
banner in the Swnday Mirror asked ''"Who
degided to send the Royal Family to Ulseer?”
All the pres affected a concern that the Duke
could ba mngled out for kidnapping or execu-
tian, The thought that His royal blue blood
muight flow in ireland was used as an axcusa for
an orgy of stories about the bravery of our
Foyalty. To drive the point home, the Ministry
of Defence in London issued a statemeat on
Fehb. Tth saying that there was no guestion of
gpecial sacurity arrangements being made for
the Fayal Ponee.

. This last statemnent came as some surpriss to
journalists, who that same day had vigied the
Duke's command - "Charlie™ Sguadren, Royal
Seots Greys—at Omagh, Co. Tyrone. During the
vizit they wers herded ints a pen made of steel
barriers and quarded bke prisoners by soldiess
with sub-machine guns and daygs,

] ® m

Tao all members of the Angrv Brlgade. The man
known b0 you a5 “Duncen’ is a pig. The man
whe went to Manchester before Jan. 12th iz a
pig. Ask vourselves, are you being used by the
plge?

& * ")
Few, ifany, of the Left prass have deals wirk
fhe greestion of Kkreshehier's memoirs, Time-
Life, the original publishers, have congisten iy
refired o reveal wlices they gor the manuseript
Jrom. Even Edward Crankzhawe wha sdited the
Lrplish editon was pot fnforned, Mobody now
beliaves faf the mereoirs gre gentdoe, The
qlesion mow aiked B, who forged them? Ard
Sor what purpose? Was it e KGHT Was i the
L

Viceor Zorza e a serics of articles in the
Gumpdian on Januery 21, 22, 23 25 28, 27,
effeciively mdicty the CFd.

What should thea B avked s whye Fictor
Zorza, who, Io pui no finer paine on it s pot
uneonnected wirk MG, chosa fo expose the
Cld, their ershwhile aifics. Perhaps the answer
iz in fhe C0A 5 pecen t refusal ro shore Midale
Fast fformalion with what they call “the bum-
boyvs from Leconfield House ™

Ag wea werite, twio rlshmen, Frank Rache and
Bonwas Eqan, are on trial in connection with one
of tha most effective demonstrations of wipport
tar the Irish people which took plece last year,
Frank Roche for allegedly throwing tero (21 C5
gas canisters inte the House of Caommons,
wehiere men wnd swomen sit who condone it con-
tinuad usa in lreland, Bowaes Egan for allegedby
conspéring to create this “public mischigf",

Remember, tero (21, canisters, Now think of
thit: between Sapt. 1869 end Oct. 1570 tha
British Arrny threw 8,330 C5 canisters and
1,478 C5 grenades at Irish people and into drish
straets and Irish homas,

" L] L]

Yhen the British Army driver of a caresring
Armoured Car in Belfast was informed that he
had knocked down a middle-aged woman, he
remarked: “1 didn't knock her down, I mowed
her down.” Remember that wheo our brave
hovs atart coming home . . _in coffins.
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Background

In a provious article in this ssries (Red Wole,
16th Now. 1870} we saw v the political
failures of the sarly revolutionary socialist
parties fed to the theories of syndicallen—that
is the view that capitalist could ba owarthroem
simply by trade union agitation, This view was
perhaps stronpest in the United States, Here the
emphasis on trade union action fell in naturally
with the nead 1o unionise the basic industries of
ron, coa, reibaays, etc, The product of thess
iheas was the loundation in 1005 of the [WW
{Ingisstrial Workers of the Worid]

Any growih of ideas in the United States was
raged|y transmitied to lredand. The hoge waes of
forced emigration from lreland to the United
States duting the 1840s, B0s and "6s had
cragted a thousand and ane links botaesn the
Irish and American work ing classes. In the cass
of the theories of syndicalism, the transmission
of ideas was spaeded up by the tact that in lre-
fand the same problem of unfonising the basic
industries existed & it did in the .5, The man
whio first adapied syndicalist ideas to Ireland
was Jamas Larkin,

Larkinism

Like Iraland's other great labour leader, bames
Connolly, Larkin was not actually bom in lre-
land, He was born in Liverpool in 1B76; He was
influenced bath by the idess of Irish Republi-
cantam and by those of the |WW. His first oppor
tunity to put his syreicalist ideas into prectice
came in- Balfast when he became an official of
the Irish Dock Labourers’ Union.

In Balfast Larkin led sirikes of firemen,
dockers and saaman, & successful strike of
Carerd in support of the dockers geve him his
first taste of the power of the sympathy striks,
This was a tactic he was later to develop into g
finge art.

Im tha course of this trade union agltation he
masnantarily broke through the religicus sectar-
lanism of Seifast to unite Catholics and Protes-
mants in & massive coad striga. This was concludad
successfully In kate July and for once the paradas
of Protestant and Catholic workers against their
empioyars matched the Oranpe bigot parades of
duly 1Zth

The Dock Labourers” Unlon was howesar
tarrifiad by the industrial farment that Larkin
was preating and begen settiing disputes owver his
hezd, This experience plus the ideas of the IWW
canvinced Larkin of the necessity of satting up
& netd Type of union in Iraland. On 4th Jan
1904 ha founded the Irish Transport and Genaral
Warkars' Union. The srganisation of the union
Wi sban imrnws.ualh#-.r strengthanpd when
Jarmes Connally retumed from USA in ordar to
balp run the new unkon.

Throughout 18910, 16811 and 1912 the unian
aresw rapldly in strength. It carrled out awhals
series of sympathy strikes in support of searmen
and other warkers, it led a whiols series of fierce
strikes in which strikers and polics were kilbad.
The result of this wes that by e end of 1912
wage risgs of between 3/ and 125 week |y had
been gained. This was up to 50% of the appalling
wages paid in Dublin in thia periad,

By 1213 it had become abviows that gither
the ITGW U mmust be smashed or it would
unlaash awave of working class militaney that
would threaten the foundation of capltalism in
iralend, As alwaye in such situations, the
emgloyers resoried o the iran fist and the
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Labour History 1913:

DUBLIN
STRIKE

jeckboot. They found their self-sppointed tedder
n “nationsiet’” Willian M. Mumphy.

The "Labour War"
In times of open class wartare the ermploysrs
lowsn thair libaral face; the true crudity of their
martives comes out into the open. Certainky
Murphy can have faw rivals in expresaing the
sheer foar, contenipt and reliance on God-given
right of the capitalist clags. Whaereas most
employers talk abaut “eeniding unnecessary
hardship®, Murphy talked opanly shout the roal
maties of a capitalist in a strike—1o uss hasd-
ship In order to bring the workers 1o their knaes,
Ha stated simply, A sirike on e rameays
would no doobt produce turmoil and disordes
crealed by rought and looters; but what chance
wionld men have witheut funds, in & contest
with the compary that would ard could spend
£100,000 and more? ¥ou must recall that when
dizalimg with a company of this kind, evary
of tha shareholders will haes three meals a day
whethar the men succaed or not | da not koo
if the men can count on this™ Ha continually
confirmed his tactics throughout ‘the stiks, For
exampie on 2nd Septembar 1913 ha stated,
“The amployer sl the time managed to get his
theee meals & day, but the unfaertunatn work
maan and his family had no resources whatsogwer
except submission . . . The difficulty of eaching
that lesson to the workman wak axtraordinery.”
All the main employers of Dubdin joined
Murphy I his attack. Mo religious sectarisnism
was allowed o interfers with capitalist solidar-

ity. Aeligious sectarianiam was aweapon used
by the emplovers to divide the working olése; it
had no place in profitable relations batenen
mambars of the bourgaoisie. The first firms to
iain Murphy In loeking out its workers wers tha
Dublin Quskar firms of the "Society of Friends”
W & R Jacob and Messrs Shackinton and Sons,
By Septernbar 1913, 400 firms had alliad
formally with Murphy. They wers strongly
arganised, All the firms had to degesit sums of
maniay which ware o be forfaitad [ they
settled with tha strikers belorn the others. The
basis of their position was the pladge which
Murphy Intended to force all his ermployess to
sign. This stated, "1 hereby undertske to carry
aut sl mstructions given to me by or o0 behald
of my amployers and further | agree 1o imma
diately resign my membership of tha |rish Trans
port Workers” Union (if & member and | furthes
wndertakn that | will not join in or Inany way
SUppOort this uniga,”™

The Forces of “Law and Order”
It i Irnportant to reaflse that Murchy's tactics
differad In no real way from thess of ERMY
emiplayver in a strive. Thay all s hurnan mésery
852 weapon in thelr economic war agalnst the
wiorkers. Murphy was just fonlish snough te be
opan abouat ity bat there |s nae significent dif-
farenca between him and, for axample, tha Post
Office which ussd sconomic hardship in ardar
to try to get the sost office workers to socapt a
wage risg which weuld not evan keep their wanes
up with the rising cost of fiving, |19 exsgtiv the
SE Wiy 4% in present dispotes, Murphy alss
redied heavily for his suppart on o cameaia of
hatred bry the press and intimidation by the
polics,

In mast strikes the support of the press is
gained far the employers simply becaus the
E2is-famars sha &l businessman and naturally

suppart ather capitalists. In Murghy's case it
WEE Bven easiar a5 he owned most of the press,
In particular he owned the Ewening Herald, the
vl Cathadic and the fadepenclan b (sicl, Thase
papers carried an uvnending saries of atrecks on
the strikers and personal sbuse aqainst Larkin,
He wns altamately referved 1o 8z “a man of
undisciplingd mind and invetarate malice . , | an
impudent sweaggering bully . . . indescribably
foul of mind and tongue" and “scum like
Larkin®™, whibe it was declared that “whansyver
thara is real wroubdn in the wind, he is not o be
tound where his-skin would be in danger,” As
tor the strikers themselves, the press pouraed out
iis hatred in such choice gems as the follawing:
"They are poor end have nought, but i thoy
ware rich tomorrow, debauchery would soon
have them in poverty again' and claimed that
"By folly of malice theay have been placed in
deplorable straits - . . gll this to gratify the
vengaful whim of an adventurer who has baen
battening on thelr credulitye,”

The polica of course ware totally committed
o the side of the ermployvers, Police brutality
reachad haiohts naver belore seen evan In
Dukdin and farshadawed the vislencs e
tortura of the Black and Tanse. Continual baton
charges ware made on pickets. Larkin’s mestings
outside Liberty Hall and in O"Connall Strest
warg Fystematically broken up. Michael Byme,
secretary of tha Kingstown branch of the
ITGWU, wras tortured to desth in a palice cell.
The assault weas carried into the hormes of the
strikers, Typical of the heraic acts carried nut
iy the police was the ruining of the evesight of
2 baby while snashing up it reem, and hattering
a4 man unconsslaus in front of glx chilkdren. |n
additicn, the police aided the actions of scabs,
These included the shaating dead of 8 young
girl as she was collacting her strikers’ food pay.
Larkin hismsel! weas of course arrested: on a
charge of seditiows libel and conspdracy.

Larkin clesrly drew the lesson of thess
avents. He wrote In the Inish Workare that “Tha
most significant fact connected with the indus.
trial struggle in this cosntry has been the difest
exinection and sgreement proved to ba existing
betwean the capitalists of the Murphy and Jacob
o, the professionzl politician, the pres and
the clergy, Esch of these motions mast brutally
and unashamadiy steted that they are opposad
o any improvemant in the conditions of the
comimon people, "7

The End of the Strike

Despite the direct elliance of capitadists znd the
mavermment, the Dublin workers continued the
strike from August 1913 to January 1974,
During this time the workers gerfermed miracles
al arganisation. The mest important of thess
was probabily the sstting up of the Irish Cidzens
Arrry. This was ariginally deshgred simply to
provide protaction against police and scabs, but
latar it wes to be usd by Cannolly in tha orgen-
ising of the Easter 1918 rising agzinst Britich
fule. Tha solidarity and milisney of the strike
e alss rnough 10 gain some notable siclorizs—
notably Larkin's release from prison after only

thiee wasks of 8 seven-maonth prison santenas,
This wes achisved through a saries of demaonstea-
tione of such siza and militancy that tha DoV
ment faared that revclution was sbout 1o bk
oat. Larkin sumrmed wp this lesson as wall when
he declarad that “Mat libaral justice but sollda
Fity. cless solidarity, is the resson why | am
frea."”

Althaugh clas solidarity (n Ireland could
prevent the employers bresking the strike, it
waa ot sufflcient w0 win a victory. For that,
solidarity actlan In Britsin was necasgary. |t w.
theretore to the British trade uninn movement
that Lerkin and Connolly wmed to for suppor
s the strikg progressed,

The respansa of many of the rank and fila i
Britaln was overwhelming, For example, on an
of Lerkin's mestings in Britain, the Marchestor
Guargian wrote . . the chance of hearing hin
spaik fills the Free Trade Hall angd leevas
thousands blocking the streets sutside for a
sight of him."" Maney and load in larme quenti-
tes were collected, Howaver, the bursancrats o
the TULC refused to give the one thing that
toild have wan the strike autright—sympathy
strikes. The rank ard file sucosaded in faring
the halding of a speclal mesting of the TUC, b
that weas as far as they could get, Tha lesders o
the TUC defratad a resolution calling for a trac
uriion bockage of Dublin. Deasy in hils parmph-
leton Lerkin summarised the position neatly as
follewys: “The Britsh werkers had askad for th
isplation of the capitaliat in Dublin. Instead
their leachors succended in isalating the Duhlin
warking class.” Thanks to this act of treachary,
which was fallownd ingyvitably by 1918-21 whe
tha TULC similarly sold out the British workers,
it bacerme obwvicus that the strikers could not
win an cutright victesy. On tha other hand, the
solidarity insde Dubslia itslf maant that
Murphy coald not carspletaly crash tha ITGL
By February 1914 a placemeal return to wosk
bagen on a signifizant scale,

The outcame of the strika wes a geaat
weakaning of the unisn ard tha wictimising of
many of its finest militants. It was neaver agaln
abvle o wie the sympathy strike in the way it
had done before 1913, But the unlon iteslf
remained intact. Only o & few casas did the
ermplovers dare to imposa Murphy's natoriods
docurment. During the faur vaars after 1914
the ITGWL was To grow 1o five fimeas its alze
In 1814, The dorisive step in establishing trade
unionism in the rmain Irish industries had been
estz blished--but only 8t a terrible cost.

The lessans of the strike were simple; firsty,
that against an organisad group of emplayers a
singla uaion is helpless—only massive solidarity
action can gain & victory in these ciroumetences.
Secondly, that a decisive victary by the
ermployers over one section of the working olass
i8 & vlctary against the antire warking class,
Although the ITGWLU survived 1813, it was anlh
thanks to unimaginable sacriflces By the Dublin
warkers and nevnr again was it 1o be abile to
gain far all workers the kind of impravements
in living standards iz had gained before 1993
Thirdly, and this s the mast impertant of all,
when an organisation falla dewn on an act of
slidarity, it is only digging Frs own orave, If the
TUE wogald refuse to support the Dukdin
wiorkars deapite the fact that thew ware lookad i
4 raal war with the ernplasyers, what group of
wiarkars could rely on the TUC in mare 'normsal
diruggles? By failing toact in 1913, the TUC
took & glant siep alang the path thar led o the
difaat of the Géneral Strike in 1926, It didn’t
understard that in tade unionism, solidarity ks
not 8 disinterested act=it i vital ina union’s
own salf-interast. In 1993 the Irish working
clats suffered bacausa the TUG didn‘t undar-
stand that lessan. In 1928 it was tha British
wiorking class, |s It raally recessary to rapeat the
lessan in 1971 o 197277
Ala dones



