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FOR WORKERS CONTROL OF TR%NSPORT

S. T, Biswrell

On January lst the Ra Alwdy industry be-
nationalised. Thic event is wel-

céme

comed by the railway- workers and the
entire Tradé¢ Union movement.  For two
senerations assembliss of railwaymen

have
for

ways
caso
bzen

called, in ever-increasing voluume,
the nationalisation of the rail-
and other forms of transport. The

for naticnalisation has always
a gimple and unansweraslec one.

The nationalis:ition of “fransporf un-

.doubtedly oonstltutua & progressive.

gtep. It onds the pprlod of - sectionkl
gontrol in favour of a single unified
enterprice :

Railway workers, whose wages are among
the lowest in industry, look forward %o
a new era in which their standards will

not be maintained a2t the present low
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levels in the intercst of profit. But the workors must have no illusions
that naticnalisation autonatically means that the industry will be run in

thelr interests. This is not the first experience of nationalisation of
railweys. Many capitalist ctates .owm the railways, for instunce in Ger-

many, South Africa and ¥rance., But in none of these cases  did this make
any fundamental differonce to the conditions of the workers employed. Sim-
ilarly, the nztionalisation of the Dost Office and the Royal Ordnance Fao-
torice in this country mesnt neithor improved conditions for the workers
employed in these industrics, nor any advantagc to the working class as a
whole.

Instead of individual ownership, the capitalist clasc

a whole will own
the railways and other mcons ef transport.
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£1€24,€00, 000 COMPENSATION 0 THE BOSSES

Nationalisation of the railways follows the same pattern of the nutionsl-
isation of the mines: 1lsvich compensation to the bosses, with control of
the industry firmly remrining in the hands of representatives of the eapit-
alist cliss. :

Despite the fact that for years they have drovm  enormous

profits on their originul outlay, the ecapital having been

pald over and over agin, the shargholders are to receive \
enormous compensation. £1,624,00€,800 is the sum to be IN
paid in the form of Government bonds. It is cstimated
that this will also put the colossal sum 3

of £23,000,000 a yoar in the form of
intorest into the poekets of .tho
ghorcholders. 7+ S

It must huve appeared peculicr not
only to the railwaymen, but to the
genor.l public, which is constont-
ly being forced to pay increaged
Fares, allegedly due to heavy costs
(#uch as incrvases in railunymen's
wages), that this tremendous bur-
den ie to be placed on the industry.

Clearly, the iaposition of

this terrible burden on the
industry cute right dcross

the nllegod aim of the

Labour Govermment: that the

act of nationalisation is to
benefit the people. Increased
freight charges which affect the
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price of commodities, incronsed fares which zssist in lowering the stand-
ards of the working class, cannot be blamed onto the miserable increascs
gained by the railway workers so long as this stnte of affairs exis

1 RELL GLANCEY

When one looks ar ound further and cxomines the condition of railway cquip-
ment, the price the nition is alrendy paying for the yenrs of capitalist
unhrchy, one can scc the foree of this situition even more. Lifting tnckle
2t goods depots arc outmoded, mtill deponding on the old Randewinding
system, instend of the use of mechanical aids. 8,000 locomotives out of

2 totsl of 20,500 arc ligted as ovor-ouo. There sre 200,000 fewer wagons
than in 1938, und over 180,000 of the existing stock are nwaiting repair.
Sl 1ling systom reploacements are a year und a half behind schedule; per-
manent way renewals, two yoars behind. The story could go on iqgofinitoly.

farther, the chaotic orgnnisation under privote ecnterprisc over-shndows nll
theoe fnetors. The construetion of competitive lines hasg produced in many
diotricts a wver itablo spider's web of lines, multiplicd far beyond the
transport necds of the dietriet, and ill-nrrang:d for traffic purposes. It
be cotimoted that to re-plan the rnilwny ncetwork nnd terminal facilities
will in 1tself cost willions.

Paking into consideration thot the firot charpo on the notionnlised indus=
try will be to pay thoe sharcholders their pound of flesh, first in bulk
compensntion, and annuully in interest;  that large sums will have to be
spent to moder nisc the industry; ond thot there will be constant prossur

to gusrantce cheap freight charges for the cmployers as a whole, the workors
cannot cxpect to sce any real chunge in thelr conditions.

CAFTUALISNS WILL DICUATE POLICY

The peyment of this componsstion is no accident. It fite perfectly with
the whole get-up of the nationnlised railway industry. Control is to be in
the bhande of the Roilwey ixecutive Committee, consisting of trusted reproe
sentatives of the former railway bosses. 'The attempt to cover up the real
charactor of the Dxocutive by the fig-loaf of Allen, ex~Gencrnl Secretury of
the AL WLl & Wy who has aluo been placed on this body, will not fool
gerious workers. It 1w sionificant that Allen has been givon the job of
Lubour Relations Of7icer and will moet the meprescntntives of the organised
vorkers in any ncgotiations.  Put he will be ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE
TABLE, and it iz common knowlcdge that the best person to handle workers,
from the point of view of the employing class, is ohe who has bech drawn
over from the wranks of thosc very some workers.

In such a sct-up the railwaymen have no say ot =ll. Bven Benstead nnd Allen

are no longer ~nsworablc to the workers, hiving relinguished their Union
posts. :

It is well known thut sections of the capitnlist cless uupport the national-
isation. Thoy do this in order to obtuin cheaper transport, thus rcducing

their eosts and ma king their goods core competitive on the world market. Thcy ﬁ/
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see the necd for a degree of planning in the basic industries in their
struggle for survival in face of imerican and other competition. They rec-
ofnise that the state i the best agency for this, being in the best posi-
tion to provide the necessary capital for the modernisation of these
industries, by placing the burdens on the backs of the population. They

do not oppose the measure provided one thing: control remains in their hands.

As Dalton pointed out: what have the railway shareholders to worry about?
Under mnationalisation, modernicztion will be undertaken by the state and they
will still be guarantced their income; whereas if the railways remuined under
private enterprise, modernisation would necessitate the ploughing back of
congiderable profits into the industry.

WORKARS MUST CONTROL THE INDUSTRY .

The only way the industry will benefit the railwaymen and the workers in
general is if they control the industxry. The yorkors are the only people
who can be relied upon  to safeguard, 8t every Stage, the interests of our
class,.

Among sections of the railwaymen, particularly in the London area, there is

a belief that Joint Consultative Committees will solve the problem. But

Joint Consultative Committecs as with Joint Production Committees, leave
effective control in the hands

while fooling the workers into

- Rt./q\D THE ONIY REVOLUTIONARY believing that they have a say in

PAPER IN BRITAIN: affairs. Control is a class, not
waymen find that their pooled ex-
perience reguires to be augmented

GVERY FPORTNIGHT = PRICE 2d undoubtedly would, they would be
the first to draw these technicians
essential position would remsins control of policy would be in the hands of
tlie workers and technicians through democratically elected committees.

a technical gquestion. If the rail-
%é} by trained technicians, as they
onto their Committees. But the

ind, instead of Benstead (ex-N.U.R. Géneral Sccretary) recciving just under
£100 per weck ‘on the Trangport Commisgion, while the Minimum Adult Industrial
Wage for the workers is only £4.12.6 per weck, - the workers' representatives
would be paid working men's wages. ke

These are the problems posed by the nationalisation of the 'réilways. *
If the working class is to rcalisc its hopes in rospect of the future of this

industry, theéy must besin immediately to campaign for the policy of's

NO COMPENSATION TO THE SX-OWNERS FOR SOCIALISATION - NOT STATE ,‘
WDRKQRS CONTROL OF Tiil INDUSTRY ° : » CAPITALISM ;
“Published by the REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST PARTY (Trotskyists), British Section 7

of the Fourth International, 256 Harrow Road, London, W.2.
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