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ONE PENNY

~END THE TRUCE!
LABOUR TO POWER!

At the Labour Party Conference held in London at the beginning of June, numerous
leaflets were issued to the delegates, which included one by the Communist Party,
the Peoples Convention, and the LL.P. The Statement we reproduce below was
issued by * Workers’ International News™ (Trotskyist) and is the only statement
which gave the conference Opposition to the truce an alternative programme and

directive which could rally the organised Labour and Trade Union Movement as

well as the mass of the British People.

COMRADES!

The Labour Party Conference meets in
the second year of the Imperialist World
War under the clouds of the gathering
storm. Symbolic of the impasse in which
the working class of Britamn finds itself
today are the actions of the Labour lead -
ers. " Demoeracy is at stakel!' they
appeal. And then refuse the elementary
democratic rights to tne wicmbers to pu
resolutions and amendments 10 those pro-
wsed by  the Executive iwself,  ven

anmdi . fl Al domaieda |

necessary to police not alone Italy and
(Germany, but the whole of Europe. In
other words that Nazi forces of occupa-
tion would be superseded by British. If
the Glerman workers rose in.revolution,
overthrew their Naz slave-masters and
attemptod to ecstablish a workers’ Gov-
ernment, Churchill and the ruling class
would attempt te forcibly reimpose some
form of fascism as he did when the
Russian workers took power in the last

Wal.

Strike Act

Used Against
Workers

Swift Scales Workers |
Charged

At Willesden Police Court on May 16th
seven shop stewards charged with illegal
strike action were committed for Lrial at
the Old Bailey. BSix of them are members
of the A.E.U. and the seventh, a woman,
is a member of the T.&G. W.U. The case
follows close on the heels of the Lamnca-
shire apprentices who were bound over.
[t is the thin end of the wedge of whole-
sale prosecutions which ‘will be instituted
by the Govermment and employers if they
are allowed to get away with it.

The strike began as a result of the dis-
missal of the chiel c¢onvener of

time-keepimg. T " st w4
strikers a depulation 1rem the Factory,
supported by men ftrom other factories

Worker’s Committees
Control Ganteens

shop|
gtewards on April 17th for alleged bad|
ke Ty

ropresenting 12,000 workers went to thelditribution was maintained,

LidMandateianabdaboue: andedivoradt 2 rodiiesd dossoksandus anavat wnderstand .

A Shop Steward Speaks

The slogan, ‘¢ Workers’ Control ™ 18
one whose potency is being more power-
fully demonstrated every day. The accur-
acy and timeliness of this slogan can be
judged by a review of some very striking
recent incidents in connection with it in
various large factories.

At the present time it is in the distri-
bution of rationed and limited supplies
of food from the factory canteens that the
imcompeténce of the boss class is made;
most obvious to th¢ workers. The dis- |
content of the fuctory workers where the
short supplies are unevenly distributed,
with the bosses gefting the lion’s share,
creates inevitably a situation fraught with
ugly possibilities for the bosses. Tt does
not take the worker long to realise that
“NO SMOKES ', “ NO FOOD ", “ NO
I'EA ' has - only one answer — ‘‘NO
WORK . One would imagine that the

dsk werd grasp this béfare-the worls

rs dil and, for their own sakes, take
steps to see that some sort of eguality of
But, ns the

dha anendisod oocdinvia cttainiala b

approzched the Food Control Oficer in tho
district and demanded that fhe permi
for the supplementary supplies be handed|
over to them directly. This wat done, any
the Shop Stewards then bought tea and
sugar from the local Uo-op and distribu-

ted it with meticulous  exactitude and
without profit to the workers.
This lead has since been followed in

many big factories in various parts of the
country. In one particnlar factory in
Yorksaire -the management refused  to
hand over the supplics of ten, sugar and
cigarebtes to the Stewards.™ A lfactory
nieeting was called by the Stewards in the
dinner hour and the following resolution
was drawn up:

“ We, the Shop Stewards Comnuttee
of tae above works, having been refusad
participation in the egual consumption
and distribution of tea, sugar and cigar-
cttes by the management, hereby offi-
cially notity the Ministry of Supply and
the  Works, Management that
satisfactory settlemen of
mands within the next
the time and date

failing

Our Jusep: de-
18 hours from
given above, a three




democratic rights to tie sicimbers to pud
resolutions and amendments 1o those pro-
posed by the KExecutive iuself. TFven
though with the block vote of the trade
union leaders they are certain of a formal
majority in any case, They are afraid
of the reaction of the rank and file to
their actions, in the light of their pro-
mises at the iast Party conference. Dele-
gutes must demand that the democratic
rights of the members must be restored.

The aim of the Labour leaders at this
Conference is to justify the actions and
record of the Labour leaders in the Cab-
inet—the policy of support for the Nat-
ional Government.

But the principle issue with which the
workers of Britain are faced at the pre-
sent time is the war and all the problems
connected with it.

The result of the support given by the
Labour leaders to the Tory and Liberal
representatives is clear, The power of the
small clique of millionaire trusts and com-
bines over the economic life of the nation
has been enormously strengthened. Profit-
eering on an unpreccdented scale, chaos
in production, corruption, inefficiency,
inequality in food distribution; the glar-
ing contrast between the position of the
rich and the position of the masses, all
this is becoming clearer as the gulf be-
1 een the position of the workers _a-nd' th.
p sition of the employers widens. This
or top of the series of staggering defeats
which British imperialism has suffered at
the hands of the Nazis.

']

But, say the Labour leaders, ’}':h!.‘i
‘* compromise "' of “ national unity ” 1s
the only alternative to the victory of
Hitler. We are pledged to ** war to the
complete destruction of Nazism and
* fascism 7, all the sacrifices which the
working class are making are necessary
for the struggle against barbarism, for
the further progress of the workers to-
wards Socialism.

This is a lie! :

The workers are for the destruction of
Hitlerism and any other form of fascism,
but this cannot be accomplished under
the control and leadership of the capital-
ist class and its politicians.

The City of London and the British
ruling class backed, financed and rve-
_ armed Hitler as a support for world
capitalism. They were compelled to fight
Hitler, when he became a menace to their
Kmpire, to the super-profits which they
ware drawing from the exploiiuiion of the
" culonial peoples, They are not interested
in fighting fascism but merely in the ex-
‘ tension of their domination of the world.
Churchill has openly stated thyt war
aims are not published because it would
disrupt ‘‘ national unity . Or in other
words that the masses, especially the Lab-
our masses would not be prepared to give
“ plood, toil, tears and sweat'' for the
venal and selfish desires of the ruling
clique of bankers and capitalists.

Even if Churchill and British imperial-
“reseny vhaelefeat the Nazis it would not
mean the destrw ion of fascism. On the
contrary it has been openly admitted by
. ruling class spokesmen, the Dean of St.
- Paul’s, for example, that ‘‘ after ' Hitler
and Mussolini were defeated it would be

ﬁ..
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would attempt to foreibly reimpose some
form of fascism as he did when the
Russian workers took power in the last
war.

Not only that, British imperialism has
already last the war. HEither Germany
or America can win if the war remains
a military struggle. Britain has been
reduced to the status of 49th State of the
U.S.A. Morrison and Greenwood have
openly talked ahout 7,000,000 unemployed
after “* victory ' has been achieved. And
the ruling class will imtroduce fascism in
order to beat down the standard of living
of the workers as they were compelled to
do in other countries. :

But France should be a lesson and a
warning to the workers of Britain. Blum
and the trade union leaders (at the con-
ference last year Blum attempted to justi-
fy his policy and was supported by the
Labour leaders) justified their policy by
the nccessity of the struggle apainst
fascism. But the French ruling class,
rather than face their possible overthrow
by the masses, betrayed the French
people into the -hands of Hitler. Faced
by the same position the British ruling
class would do the same.

The Hess affair has thrown a clear light
on this. The capitalist press attempted
to picture this Nazi thug as an angel of
goodness, till the resentment and anger
of the masses compelled them to change
their tune. But its significance remains.
They would make an agreement with
Hitler tomorrow, as they have attempted
to do with the butcher Franco, the per-
fidious P’etain, the Japanese militarists, if
they thought it were in their interests.

That is why revolutionary socialists are
against this war as an imperialist war,
which cannot be in the interests of the
workers of Britain, Germany or the world.
But the British workers and especially
the workers in the Labour Party do not
want to be conguered by Hitler. They
wish to see this whole regime of barbar-
1sm completely destroyed. And their in-
stinct 1s correct. Fascism must be des-
troyed if the workers of the world are to
live in peace and plenty. The Labour
leaders have taken advantage of this and
betrayed the workers into the hands of
the capitalists. Bevin and Morrison have
introduced strike-breaking and repressive
legislation which the Tories without their
assistance would never have dared to do.
'They say this legislation is necessary for
the destruction of the menace of fasecism.
But such steps can only lead to the
victory of fascism, either of the German
or British variety. The ruling class can-
not fight fascism.

This ruling cligue - which subsidised
Hitler and Mussolini now talk about the
responsibility of the German people for
the Nazi regime. But the only reason
that the German workers accept their
Nazi slave-masters is their fear of a
super-Versailles, which would be imposed
by the capitalists of Britain and America
if they win the war.

The Labour leaders in a self-righteous
way have now adopted the position of
Churchill and Co. that the German masses
are responsible for the crimes of Hitler.
They have forgotten, or rather attempt

(continued on back page)

strikers a (‘::[e[,ﬂlﬂﬂ'iilll fromm the factory.| s dul and, for vheir own sakes, take
supported by men from other factories|steps to see that some sort of equality of
representing 12,000 workers went to the|ditribution was maintained. But, as the
Ministries of Labour and Airerafl Produc-|poss class has never understood the mean-
tion with a memorandum which charged img of the word *“ eguality ", the workers
the firm with inefficiency and with attack-|are finding that ** Workers’ Control
ing the union. The memorandum states through the medium of the Shop Stewards
that: is the only guarantee of even distribu-

Lls tion.
Y Negotintions to avert a stoppage

hoth hefore and smce the workers left! The method followed by the boss is
the factory having been repeatedly|simple in theorvy and easy in execution.
refused by the management, and the{Managers, under managers, foremen,
whole experience of the divectors’ and|under-foremen, office staff, ete. are sup-
managements apparent breaking up|plied with as much as they want for their
trade union organisation and conditions,|yse at work. with a * little »? over to take
together with their deliberately pro-lhome. What is left is exposed in the
vocative and. anti-democratic attitude canteen for the workers to seramble for.
to the men and women workers and The result is, of course, that only a few
vouths, leads the workers to. press for|of the workers get njm-t]]mg at all—
an inguiry into the antecedents and|despite the fact that these supplementary
connections of the. directors and man-|gupplies are for ** Workers, Industrial
agement.”’ Grades  only. -

At the court 33 faclories were repre-| e fipst known instance of the control
sented and the plea by the prosecuting|,f supplies by the Shop Stewards took
vouncil for the case to be held in camera |lace over the distribution of tea and
was refused. Attempts were made by the syoar at a big factory in Barrow in
Furness, The Shop Stewards Committee

(continued on page 2)

(for the present war, and the aid which the

-DODD’S DIARY
BLOWS THE GAFF

William E. Dodd served as United States Ambassador to Germany from June,
1933 to December, 1937. Durisg those fateful years preliminary to the Second World
War, Dodd had an unexcelled opportunity to observe the inside workings of capitalist

|diplomacy, particularly of the democratic nations, Great Britain, France and the

United States. These he recorded in a daily journal. He died soon after. Under
the title * Ambassador Dodd’s Diary 1933-1938" (Gollancz), Dodd’s intimate private
observations have just heen published by his son and daughter,

~ The diary has been hailed by the American bourgeois press reviewers as a
further justification tor participation in the war for “democracy”. To do that,
however, they glossed over or ighored the most vital portions of Dodd’s revelations :
the equal guilt of the capitalist “democracies” with that of the fascist imperialists
*“ democracies ”’ gave to Hitler.

- Long before Hitler came to power, France and England began preparations
for the war, Dodd indicates this in many passages, including the following :

“ French politicians have for ten years violated the spirit of the disarmament
clauses of the " Versailles Treaty. The German Social-Democratic movement was
ruined by French policy. Now, after the German Nazi uprising in protest, the
Germans are trying to govern themselves by autocratic methods, alienating the world
by their indiscretions . . . Wrong and right are so mixed and confused everywhere.”

“France played a sad game in 1919 and then continued her mistake under
the League from 1930 to 1932. That helped to give Germany Hitler . . . Now, as
Sir Eric (Sir Eric Phipps, British Ambassador to Germany, 1933-38) says, all Europe
must watch Germany day and night, living under an encirclement system which

may even bring economic collapse.”

satistactory settlemen of our just ae-
mands within the next 48 hours from
the time and date given above, a three
days  complete strke will be called,
following which no overtime will be
worked until such time as adequate sup-
plies ol supplementary rations, as pro-
mised by the Government for industrial
workers, are forthcoming., We consider
that the withholding of the workers’
supplies in this factory by the manage-
ment is tantamount to deliberate sabot-
age of the war effort, and we call on the
Ministry of Supply to assist us in our
effort to call. this management to
order.”’

Lt was decided that one copy of this be
sent to the Ministry of Supply and one to
the management. Twenty minutes after
the management received their copy the
Convener and Secretary were sent for and
tald that in future the distribution of sup-
plies would be lefl to the Shop Stewards.

Other Factory Commiltees have gone
further than this with the control of can-
teen supplies. One committee found it

(continued on page 2)

A.R.P.
Compulsion
Must be Fought

Changes of far reaching in wrtance a
about to be - T 2 1

mitroduced - into  he
service,
new National Service Bill in the House of
Commons on April 2nd whereby men in
the late 30s

medical

who are helow the army

standard may be compulsorily
Civil Defence
becoming clear that an

all-round tightening up is contemplated.

called up for any of the

Services; it is

A recent incident at one of the largest
AR.P. depots in the Wandsworth area is
a good example of what the Government
brass-hats mean by the now changes.
For some time past it has been comnon
knowledge amongst the men in this depat
bhat a “ comb-out was on the way as
a prelude to breaking up the existing
torm of A.R.P. organisation in prefercnce
to the development of mobile sSquads who
could be transferved to any part of Lhe
country at a moments notice. How this
was Lo be accomplished, however, was not
known, until the other dayv a local hur-
eauncrat looked in with some forms in his
hand, asking for volunteers who would he
willing to travel to blitzed areas in pther
parts of the country, It was clearly in-
timated that all those who did not sign
were due for the sack at the first avail-
able opportunity. On top of this, if they
did sign they would be expected {o sacri-
fice if necessary their off-days for thosc
who had gone away or doring the time
when they themselves were away.

This attempt at coercion on the part of

“I think the Goering air programme is. truly belligerent but France, Italy
- (continued on bxck page) g

{continued on back page)

Following the introduction of the
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EDITORIAL

SOCTALIST APPEAL

The crisis of mankind in general and
of Britain in particular, aﬁproaches with
seven league Eoots. Workers give their
lives while capitalists accrue the greatest
profits in history and the giant monopol-
ies extend their control through direct
government intervention in the economic
management of the nation.

This process is evolving in the midst of
indescribable chaos. Unlimited profits
coincide with unlimited chaos.

Voices from the ranks of the working
class are demanding that an end be put
to this situation and a wide movement is
slowly but surely crystallising which sees
the solution in the control being taken out
of the hands of the bourgeoisie and vested
in the hands of those who can run in-
dustry efficiently and in the interest of
the community—the working class.

This awakening of the workers to the
graft and corruption of the bourgeoisie,
and their inability even to run their own
industries efficiently, is extending, to be-
come a gencral mustrust in the political
leadership of the ruling class.

The initial reactions of the capitalist
press to the arrival of Hess in Britain
has imbued the workers with the
suspicion that after all, there is a .c'la:fs
solidarity between the rulers of Britain

- and their German opponents which may

result in a compromise peace intended to
fasten the chains of reaction on the necks
of the British as well as the European
working class, .

Meanwhile, the Emergency Powers are
enforced to prosecute shop stewards and
worker militants who are fighting in the
interests of the working class, and to
introduce a regimentation aimed at stifl:
ing any wquing class opposition to the
existing regime.

At this period, the press of the work-

P.U. Obtains

" Release of Siquieros

The G.P.U. does not forget its agents.
With its vast resources it has succeeded
in_corrupting Mexican justice and liber-
ating David Alfaro Siqueiros, the leader
of the G.P.U. gang that made the
machine-gun atlack on the Trotsky home
on May 24, 1940, murdering Trotsky’s
young guard Robert Sheldon Harte.

Bigueiros has not been fully liberated
as vet. He has, however, been freed on
bail. The bail bond required was the sum
of £200 (4,000 pesos). Unless within
Mexico there is a reaction to this perver-
sion of justice it is easy to predict that
Siqueiros will be completely liberated or
suffer a slight fine or small sentence.

After the attack on May 24th the Com-
munist Party and its fellow travellers,
trying to throw people off the track, de-
manded that the culprits guilty of the
attack be apprehended and dealt with
severely, They then raised a howl that
thﬁ-‘ attack was organised by Trotsky him-
selr.

Unfortunately for the G.P.U., some of
the gang participating in the attack were
caught and it became clear that the
G.P.U. was directly responsible.

SIQUEIROS' GUILT

Sigueiros was named hy his accomplices
ay the leader of the attack. After much
eriticism and authorities finally succeed-
ad'in locating his hiding place and captur-
ed him. During the hearings he claimed
that he had charge of the ‘* external ’’
side of the attack but had nothing to do
with the machine-gunning of Trotsky's
bedroom. . e

It was proved, however; that Siqueiros
came to the scene dressed in the uniform
of a major of the Mexican army; that he
lirected the tying up of the policemen o

About 300 bullets were fired into I'rot-
sky's bhedroom and other rooms of the
house. Inecendiary bombs were hurled
into some of the rooms. Robert Sheldon
Harte, the young guard, was kidnapped
and murdered.

HIS ABSURD ALIBI

Siqueiros made the preposterous claim
that the purpose of the attack was to get
some documents to prove that Trotsky
was a ‘‘ counter-revolutionary.”

Was it necessary to fire 300 shots from
machine guns to get these documentsr
Did it require the murder of Harte to get
the documents? And why were no docu-
ments taken by the gang? Did Siqueiros
know where those documents were

Siqueiros’ fantastic story was enough to
convict him before anybody. He was
guilty of many crimes—the most serious
being the attempt on the life of Trotsky
and the murder of Harte.

But the G.P.U. is stronger than Mexi-
can justice. It has limitless amounts ol
money and tremendous influence.

MAY FREE ASSASSIN

And now that Siqueiros is out the
G.P.U. is already mobilising its forces to
liberate Kacson, the assassin who killed
Trotsky on August 20, 1940. It sounds
fantastic but let no one be surprised if
the G.P.U. -succeeds in *‘ proving »’ that
Jacson was insane at the time he attack-
ed Trotsky or became insane afterwards.

There must be many Mexicans hanging
their heads in shame atthe spectacle ol
G.P.TU. murderers going scot-free. But it
1s not enough simply to be ashamed. An
active campaign against the G.P.T. is
necessary to prevent the greatest trav-

yuard at the house, -

esty of justice. :

For the first time in the history of the
Engineering apprentices’ and youths’
struggle a national conference, represent-
i a1l the leading districts, 4vas held in
dancaesver on Suaday, May 11th.

ing class has steadily deteriorated, Pass-

40 delegates representing more® than

~

Young Workers Advance

sidered by all that a national slogan was,
necessary, a slogan not based upon the
intricate and complex system of percent -
ages, but a slogan that would affect all

youth, a slogan that all youth would
understand. Tt was therefore decided tc
make the central sl Ll .

A Shop Steward Speaks

(vontinued from page 1)

impossible to work with the management
at all, and set up their own canteen.
I'ney received their supplies direct from
the wholesalers and employed a staff.
They now cook and sell their own hot
meals inside the factory at such com-
petitive prices that the factory canteen
has since gone out of business.

In a factory in the Midlands a com-
mittee has been formed by the Shop Stew-
ards consisting of two representatives
from the management’s side and six from
the Shop Stewards’ Committee. All deal-
ings with the Food Commissioner and the
wholesalers are done through this com-
mittee. Decisions reached by il are passed
on to the manager of the canteen as in-
structions, No interference from the
management is tolerated. The committee
give the instructions, the management
pay for the supplies, and the committee
ration the goods and fix the prices. All
invoices are scrutinised by the committee.
No person can obtain any short supplies
from the canteen without a signed chit
from the section steward. This goes for
the managemeni as well as the workers.
The control is complete and the rationing
serupulously fair.

T'here have been attempts by various
Shop Stewards Committees to contral not
only canteen supplies but factory output.
The most classic example of this has so
far heen that of the works committee of
a hig factory in TLiverpool. Apparently
the management, working on the cost-
plus-percentage-profit system, were more
concerned with increasing the cost than
with increasing output. The Shop Stew-
ards, sickened by this and by the apathy
and lack of organisation, demanded some
sort of control in the factory, their object
heing to increase output and lower costs.

The management, of course, refused to
co-operate. A depulation was then form-
ad by the Stewards and sent to London
Lo interview, amongst others, Beaverbrook
and Bevin. After being pushed around
in the nsual way the deputation eventu-
ally managed to see Beaverbrook, who was
forced to agree that the Stéwards were
right. Bulb apparently he could not see
his way to do anything about it.

One of the bosses of the firm, after
seeing the doputation, promised fo ¢ look
inte things 7', since when, of course, no-
thing much has been_ done. It is worth
noting here that the Shop Stewards pro-
miged to clear mp the mess and gave a
definite promige of a large increase in
output if sufficient powers were extended
to them. 7The bosses, however, made it
quite clear to the workers that ocntput
was a secondary consideration by refusing
to co-operate. Who can doubt that if the
stewards had been able to show the man-
agement how to double their profits with-
out increasing the output the suggestions
vold have heen readily accepted?

[t 18 more or less generally agreed hy
the workers, particularly in Government
factories, 1:}1§1t. the ‘* war effort’ is re-

wag being lost by men waibig in & gueue
for tin hats being issued by the manage-
aent, . The BSteward, on investigation,

found that a line five hundred strong

nad been formed under the manugement's
mstructions and were being served with
tin hats by one man. This man was sup-
posed to fit and obtain a signature for
avery tin hat he served out. Some of the
workers had been wailing for as long as
three hours and were afraid to leave the
line in case they lost their turn. The Stew-
ard at once drew the manager’'s attention
to this and pointed out that the loss of
time would be colossal. The manager
said he would ‘* look into it . Of course,
nothing was done about it, and twenty
one days later the distribution of tin hats
iimped to a close, Results: 12,000 hours
lost in machine time; £6,000 lost in pro-
duction and machine time. As the Stew-
ard pointed out, the whole distribution
could have been carried out at a cost of
not more than £20.

I'here are many lessons to be learned
from the lamited data given above. The
most important is the role being played
at this stage by the Shop Stewards. This
is the stage where the Steward has to
cement himself in with the workers. By
the very nature of his job he will find
allself iroming out the day to day
troubles over which minor strikes could
and would develop. But these strikes
would have very little real significance—
chat is, political significance, He will, if
he' is an intelligent Shop Steward, use
these differences to show the workers that
with an organised front in the factory
and good leadership the bosses are invari-
ably forced to give way. In brief, the
ruling ¢lass can do with the workers just
what the workers allow them to do, and
no more.

These are difficult days for the truly
class conscious Steward. There is no
political movement in the factories yet,
and the Steward has to fight on many
fronts, Against the ruling class boss,
agamst the bureaucratic traitor union
ieader, against the long established, local,
opportunist union officials, and last, but

py no means least, the tendency of the -

more backward workers to quit their re-
spective unions because of the continual
and almost monotonous sell-outs of the
I.U.C. on such hard won rights as the
Faclory Acts, mow almost completely
abandoned and replaced by the E.P.A.
the Essential Work Order, ete.

I have heard complaints quite recently
from. mihtant Shop Stewards that the
character of their work tends to make
them develop along reformist lines of
thought as well as action. This, unfortun-
ately, is quite true. And more unfortun-
ately still, there is no altermative. The
worker takes his complaint to the stew-
ard, not because he wants to strike, but
because he wants the complaint or case
settled in his favour.

The acid test of a good workshop Stew-
ard is whether or not he wins his cases,

e
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At this period, the press of the work-
ing class has steadily deteriora.tcd. Pass-
ively accepting the restrictions imposed by
the bourgeoisie, the traditional organis-
ations of, the working class have drqst;—
cally eut down their press. This vdeterlctr—
ation finds graphic political expression in
the press 0% the Communist Party a.nd
its attendant organisations. At a period
when all the conditions demand a fight-
ing organ for the working -class, the
struggle to free the Daily Worker from
Morrison’s ban .is conducted through
purely legal channels, while the paper of
the Young Communist League, Challenge
almost entirely eradicates political direc-
tive from its pages in favour of jazz,
swing, and other distractions,

It is in this situation that the decision
is taken to broaden the scope of Yourh
for Socialism, To face up to the historic
tasks confronting the working class and
particularly the vanguard, * Youth for
Socialism ™ appears as the Socialist
Appeal, enlarged in scope and in format.

That this step will be welcomed by our
circle of readers and supporters is con-
firmed in advance by the numerous letters
reaching us requesting that such a step be
undertaken. The new name and set up
cannot but appeal to a wider section of
workers than it was possible to reach on
the former basis of limiting our call to
Youth.

The process of capitalist decay finds a
parallel in the disintegration of the re-
formist working class organisations and
theories; it extends to the Stalinist parties,
whose policies are based on the shifting
sands of the Stalinist bureaucracy’s diplo-
matic and military needs. Uhnder the
hammer blows of history these Parties
will be shattered in Britain as their
brother parties have been on the Contin.
ent of Europe. A new fighting revolu-
tionary leadership must be forged by the
working class if it is to emancipate itself
and lead mankind from its present im-
passe.

Continuing the life-long  stru gle of
Marx, Engels, Lenin and Tmtsﬁy, the
Socialist Appeal sets itself the task of
crystallising the growing need from the
ranks of the advanced workers for the
development of such a Icadcrship

sentation on wage-fixing committees; (4)
In some districts lads are receiving less
since the agreemsent.
‘oom has been made for the local fluctu-
ations, as in the case of the men’s agree-
ments, and a vast number of local or
listrict conditions which make the agree-

police to tahe
of those piosent but when My Stephen
Murray, who a
protested to the b

ities is being rec
circles of trade u
the
union leaders and the government,
roported that at a seecret meeting of the
AE.U.
; and at a similap meeting of th
eration of Trade Unions,
place on how the execut
E};}Jerate with the government, to discipline

¢

it
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40 delegates

were present,
were  London, Manchester,
Iyneside, Bristol and Liverpool.

the Midlands.
delegates present were Y.CO.Lers,

A good poalitical leve
the delegates present,
that they were revolutionaries but in the
sense that they had a very good under-
standing  of the Trade their
leadership and their role, This was re-

Unions,

vealed very sharply in the discussion that|,

lasted 5 hours—a very lively 5 hours.

The reports from the \-'eu"iuns delegates
showed that in all the ahove mentioned
districts, except Tiverpool and perhaps
Bristol, a very good basis for organisation

existed. Iu some districts thugs and

scabs had been employed by the hosses to

beat up the leading lads. Dissatisfaction

existed a:unﬁgsh the majority of appren-

tices and engineering youth on the new
wage agreement, since, (1) They do not

sover the lads under 16 years of age; (2)
I'hey do not corréspond to the increase in
the cost of living; (3) No recognition of
apprentices by the bosses and no repre-

In other words, no

nent entirely unsatisfactory. Tt was con-

SWIFT SCALES
WORKERS

representing more” than
47,000 engineering apprentices and youths
The districts represented
Clydeside,

The only
g industrial district not represented was
The vast majority of the

I was wevealed by
not in the gense

youth, “a slogan that all youth would
understand. Tt wag therefore decided tc
make the central slogan ¢ 34, per hour
increase, £2. 15s. for last year lads in the
first six months and £3 in the last six
months . Along with this central slogan
comes the slogan ‘¢ 100 per cent, T, 1.1,

Oh the question of this slogan for
100 per cent T.U.»
delegatos

a
one or two of the
revealed a tendency that be-
fomes very strong in backward youth,
owing to their direct conflict with the
Union leaders, especially when it conies
to strike action, This tendency was ex-
pressed clearly by the secretary of the
A.E.U. Apprentice Section when he said:
‘.. . The question of 100 per cent .07,
should only be a side issue, for we are
going to bhuild the broad,
ment that will all  youth
outside the trade union movement.'’ But
on this question too the other delegates
revealed their clarity on the role of the
nnions and the need for a 100 per cent
1.0

It was decided that (he next National
Conference should take place on
10th, and that during the interim a meet-
ing of the local districts should be ¢alled
to survey the developuient. Tt was also
decided to turn the Cyldeside apprentice
paper * Apprentice Mag " into a national
apprentice paper,

SWeeping move-
encompass

August

but that the Tunning
of it would still be left to the Clyde lads.
The Manchester Apprentice Committee
would act as the National Committee until
this was elected at the next National
Conference. Johnnie Moore was elected
chairman.

5 E )

(continued from previous column)

the introduction of dilution.
On May 17th a conference

(continued

the names and addresses

ppeared for the defence,
ench, this was stopped.
the part of the author-
ognised by ever growing
nionists as one which has
arted backing of the trade
"I 18

This action on

wholehe

executive with their organisers
e Confed-
discussions took

ives should co-

workers, deal with

; absenteeism
‘ subversive ' elements o

and facilitate

b

5
i

#

organised by
attended by
p stewards repre-

the Defence Committee was
over one hundred sho
senting 90,000 workers. It called for
resolutions  from trade unions, trades
councils, factory meetings and all labour
organisations to give the utmost publicity
to the case. A defence fund was to be
lannched and it was stated that such a
fund already existed in 37 factories,

The organised trade union and work-
shop movement throughout the country
must rally the whole of its forces againgt
this monstrous encroachment on their
democratic rights. The Swift & Scales

Staff National

talk of impartiality it has failed to con-

g e

[t 18 more or less generally agreed hy
the workers, particularly in Government
factories, that the ‘‘ war effort’ is Te-
tarded by effete and hapelessly incompet-
ent bhosses. Whereas attempts to force
the hosses to organise their factories into
a state of efficlency were at one time
being made by most factory committees,
this stage is now passing and the workers.
more and more aware of the mahbility of
the ruling class to organize their factories
for output, as apart from profit, are he-
ginning to treat the inefficiency as a joke.
“ If the hosses aren’t concerned with onut-
put, why the hell should 1 be? I've 2ot
nothing to lose anyway . That is rapidly
becoming the attitude of mind of the
average worker. 1 recently had the pleas-
ure of hearing a Steward, exasperated at

execution of an otherwise very simple
iob, put his feelings into very plamm words,
“ 1F the Government are running this war
like you are running this factory, it’s no
wonder we are getting so many defeats|”
Significantly, the manager to whom the
remarks were addressed, agreed!

At another factory in TLancashire a
Steward received a complaint from one
of the workers that a great deal of Lime

the red tape and waste of time over the|

because he wants the complaint or case
settled in his favour,

The acid test of g 2ood workshop Stew-
ard 1s whether or not he wins his cases.

he wins, he is 3 good Steward and
worthy of Support. If he loses, then he
'8 no good ag a Steward, A Steward
must of necessity exercise vigilance on the
workers’ behalf. He mngt find working
agreements to cover over the “ sore
spots ') threaten, cajole or entice. the
bosses into capitulation or com i

down, and therefore ¢ !

But of course there is another side to
this. Provided the Shop Steward keeps
his head above Wwater politically and does

elf today will
future, Obviously, if he cannot handle

onor chses ab least ag ‘well as. the
teactionary Steward, he will not be ealled

upon to see the workers through their
major troubles,

Une day the workers are
the hnsses_for something that the bosses
will not give thei. What then ?

going to ask

SHOP 8TEWARD.

The deep anger of the rail workers at|

el TS

Railworkers Restive

A resolution moved by a Southall

the long delay in dealing with their appli- | Branch delegate expressed concern at the

cation for a 10s. per week wage increase
to  partially compensate them for the
steep rise in the cost of living made as|
far back as November last, was amply
revealed at a conference of London rail
shqp-stewards, local representatives, and
Branch delegates cdlled by the London
District (ouncil of the N.U.R. and held
at the Memorial Hall on Saturday, May
10th.

One delegate told of a short strike or
“ holiday *” in his avea at an important
centre over the protracted nature of the
wage negotiations and the Government's

mg 13

pointed out the
amongst the lowest paid in

and many thousands received only 57/-
Per week which
view of th
he said,
hoasted organisational stren

spiral of wages fruitlessly chasing prices
and called for g
also condemned

check on the latter.
those responsible for d

It

0=~

lay in  dealing with the railwaymen’s
modest demands and rejected the ** hind.-

principle of the Tribunal.

In moving the

motion

1 the delegate
rallway

workers were
any industry

was scandalously low in
e present prices. 'The N.U.R,,
could take little pride in

| %th unless it

S rrariiog Was prepared: to aholish this state of
; ! affairs. The railwaymen had to think in

Wage incraeses, fire watching (business terms of action if they were to receive any
premises), women in industry, industrial|increase in Aly way commesurate with the
conscription and food distribution were|actual cost of living and more speady
the chief items under discussion. In|methods of obtaining that increase than
short all major questions affecting rail-|the Tribunal afforded, Anyway, the Goy-

waymen today.

The delegates soon revealed the chagrin
of the rail workers in general over the
delay in calling a meeting of the Railway
] Tribunal which is the
arbitration bhody for railwaymen, and
above all that the decision of this hody
should be binding on the Unions. TIn this
connection it is interesting to note that
a resolution calling for a break from the
R.S.N.T. is on the TUnion’s :
Agenda for this year. With its specious

vince one railway worker. (This Tribunal

strikers case must be dismissed and the
‘* Prohibition of the Right to Strike Act
immediately repealed,

has now *“ found 7’ in favour of a 4s. per
week increase in response to the demand
for 10s.).

ernment had interfered
workers that wage incr
to be confined to the re
activity and raised sha
which must lead them to
they had
lived on their lahour
of control and owne

demned Morrison’s Order,

A.G.M.|b
wore

h
representative of the

and showed the
easges had ceased
alms of industrial
TP political issues
a position where
¢ parasites who
frem their position
rship.

to remove th

A resolution on Tire Watching con-
showing that
order the rail owners
to pay for the job
tted by a
workers iq

cfore this infamous
quite prepared
ut had been permi

the Gov- T
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SOCIALIST APPEAL

WORKER MILITANTS

VICTIMIZED

In the past few months a number of
known leaders of the working class move-
ment have been thrown out of the army
and Home Gnard without being given the
slightest reason for their dismissal. Al-
most without exception these men have
been proficient soldiers; have won pro-
motion in the ranks, and have been com-
mended by their commanding officers.
Without exception they have been oppon-
ents of fascisin, despile the false and in-
correct policies upon which most of then
based their fight.

I'he two most recent cases are Ted
Wiitis and Mick Benuett, Chairman and
Secretary of the Yomng Communist Lea-
gue before they were called up. The
officer in command of the unit of the
Royal Fusiliers from which Willis was
discharged, was astounded at the order
to kick him out which came from the up-
stairs departments of the War Office.
Bennett, a War Substantive Corporal, had
been promoted twice since the beginning
of the year and had been commended by
the C.0. in charge of manoeuvres only a
‘ew days prior to his discharge.

Why have these working class youth
leaders been kicked out of the army and
victimised? It cannot be because they
are likely to give assistance to fascism!

Just as the  bourgeoisie attack and
vietimise militants who {ake an active
part in the struggles of the workers in
the factory, so m the .army the same
systemn exists, bul here it is found in a
more vicious and concentrated form, No
wmatter how proficient a worker-soldict
niay be in the art of bearing arms, if he
protests at the system of inequality be-
tween officers and men; at the inadequate
standards of pay; at the bad feeding
arrangements, and demands that the mess
committee should function democratically
mstead of being composed of a gang ol
picked lickspitlles of the commanding
ofiicers—he is immediately put on a politi-
cal dossier, suffers imprisonment, and is
either pu! in a posilion on the front lines
where (:ath is ecrtun or is drummed out
of the army without being given the right
to protest. Above all, the capitalists and
their pampered officer caste will not have
in the ranks—if they can avoid it—a
soldier who takes an intelligent interest
in the affairs of s class, and who gives
a socialist interpretation to the events of
the day.

Indeed, the Army Manual specifically
states that: !

* No officer. or soldier . . . is permitted
to take puct 1 bae adairs of any’

also exists.

 Forces lo

political organisiiion or purty, or in any

IN ARMY

ies by the workers—the genuine anti-
fascist  fighters are kicked out and
vigtimiged.

And in the Home Guard this situation
Workers: who speak out are
discharged, while the control is vosted
more firmly in the hands of reactionary
Blimps. In the recent appointments of
commanding posts, out of 319 appoint-
ments only 19 are without titles. Many
of these titled gentry are known to have
been closely associated to Mosley, while
most of them have heen associated with
reactionary anti-working class organis-
ations.

But while exposing the anti-democratic
character of the army and the victiniis-
ation of its members, the Communist
Party have ne alternative programme
with which the workers must fight back.
In bis articles in ** Challenge ', Bennett
sums up the Communist Party’'s poesition
thus: *‘ Bul lots of people will want to
know why such deliberate and obvious
political digcrimination is-being made, and
by whose orders these anti-democratic
measures are being carried out.” The
answer to such a banality is obvious—at
the instruetion of the ecapitalist govern-
ment and class. No directive is given as
to how to combat this °* political diserim-
imation "’

Towards the end of the last war, Sold-
iers and Sailors TUnions and Committees
were scl - up in different parts of the
protect Lhe interests of the
rankers in uniform and defend them from
victimisation. The ¢ Daily Herald ” of
Jan. 11th, 1919, reports one incident as
follows: “* On Saturday a great procession
of the soldiers concerned, swelled by now
to about 10,000 marched through the town
(Folkestone) and everywhere the towns-
people showed their sympathy., Al mid-
day a mass meeting decided to form a
Joldiers. Union. They appointed their
spokesmen and chose their spokesmen .
When the Soldiers and Sailors and Air-
nens Union was set up later it had dele-
gates [rom as far afield as the forces in
France.

Already voices in the forces are de-
manding seme form of protection for the
rankers, Reflecting  this, ** Lubours
Northern Voice ' quotes the MR. VIEW
the organ of the Manchester area postal
workers on the question and finishes on
the followimg note: “ If the Army cannot
stand trade unionism then there i1s some
bhing wrong with the Army."” This is the
way to protect worker soldiers from
victimisation! But this is not suffivient.

AT

The New
Rationing
Racket

With a stroke of the pen Captain
Liyttleton, the President of the Board of
I'rade has introduced hardship and suffer-
mg into millions of homes. 'I'he rationing
of clothes, hools and shoes is by far the
most drastic measure taken by the Gov-
ernment to restrict the needs of the civil
population. As is usual with all such
orders, the bulk of the. sacrificing is to
he borne by the poor whilst the rich with
theiwr tremendous resources may easily
overcome any inconveniences.

We are allowed 66 coupons which must
lawt a whole year. Whether they do or
not depends solely tpon the guality of the
material which is purchased and the price
paid. lor example the suit purchased by
Mr. Stockbroker in Saville Row for 21
guineas will naturally give better wear
than the suit purchased by Mr. Working-
man for a modest 70/-. Likewise the coat
or costume purchased by Mrs. Stock-
hroker will undoubtedly stand up to much
tore wear and tear than that of Mrs.
Workingman. But your coupons go just
the same, the diference in return being
the usual inequality between rich and
poor. 'The new rationing will not affect
the rich simply because they can buy
belter clothes to last longer whereas the
working-people who have less money to
spend are forced to use their coupons
purchasing cheap shoddy material which
will only last at the most a few months.

The mogl outstandimg example of class
privileges is the manner in which the
order affects the armed forces. Officers
of both sexes can purchase as much as
they require without coupons whereas the
ordinary ranks will have to make appli-
cation to the War Office. The difference
being as the *° Evening Standard  ex-
plains ¢ Officers are gentlemen and there-
fore can be trusted . Employees who in
the course of their work have to wear a
uniform will now be rvequired to purchase
that uniform out of their own coupons.
This will undoubtedly cause a lot of un-
rest amongst workers whose only re-
creation from one end of the week to the
other was to change into civvies. Now
bhey will be lucky if they have any civvies
to  change into. Again, stockbrokers,

bankers, and bLusiness-men, pot to men-
tion our well-dressed members ‘of parlia-
tiott with tho usu NTT RRTRI AT

Belfast Labours’
NO!
to Conscription

The Resolution printed below was
issued . by the KEast Belfast Labour
Party.

It reflects admirably the attitude of
the Irish workers to conscription and
gives some Indication why Churchill
was forced to abandon his plan to con-
script the workers of Northern Irelaand.

TO THE BELFAST WORKERS:

The . Stormont Government demands
conscription to relieve its unemployment
difficulties, and as a means of utilising
unorganised female labour to undermine
Trade Unionism,

Conscripts, unlike volunteers, will have
their jobs guaranteed, they say. Yet
Greenwood, C binet Minister, . predicts
there will be seven million unemployed
when peace returns. The frenzied war
boom will cease. Victorious or defeated,
Britain will emerge from the war with
most of her former Dominion and South
American markets lost to the Tnited
States. Foreign trade will dwindle and
few ships will be required. How then
will eonscripted shipyard workers, for in-
stance, get their jobs returned to them?

The British Government is coquetting
with the idea of conscription here with a
view to intimidating Fire into surrender-
ing the Ports, or immersing Ireland in
internal strife and fishing in troubled
waters. British Imperialism and its pup-
pet’ Btormont Government will bear the
sole responsibility for whatever strife is
provoked.

We stand for conscription of Labour by
Capital neither under a green ﬂuir, nor the
Union Jack. The right to command Lab-
our must helong to Labour alone, So
ong as the basic means of production

QX plolLer:

Service and armed forces are commanded
by their representatives, we oppose con-
seription.  TFor us.the class criterion is
all-decisive. The question is: Conscription
of whom, by whom, and for what ends?
A Socialist Britain or Ireland would pro-
bably need conscription to combat the
blockade or intervention of world capital,
but that would rather be the self-organ-
isation of the producers, because no para-
sitic class would exist to oppress or appro-
wonscripted, but that began hefore the
priate.

True, the British workers have been
war. At this stage, when the mismanage-
ment and rapacity of British Imperialism
are opening the eyes of the workers on
hoth sides of the Channel, it would be
shameful to submit like sheep. The work-
ing class, independent and self-reliant,
must lead the struggle against conserip-
tion.

The post-war collapse of industry will
drive the capitalists everywhere towards
fascism, Passively to accept conseription
now would be to cultivate the habit of
surrendering positions in advance.

But are we not opposed to Hitler's -

victory? Yes; we are agaimst the Hitlers
everywhere, including those at home. The
only way to victory over [ascism lies
through vietory over capitalist imperial-
ism, which breeds fascism. The capital-
ist clags—looek at Vichy!—will betray us
to Hitler or strive to impose their own
brand of Hitlerism upon us whenever it
i in their interests to do so. Smash
Hitlerism at home first. Demand Workers’
Control of the banks, factories and armed
Until then, a militant class front
against conscription!

East Belfast Labour Party.

forces,




“ No officer, or soldier .. "1a"Pe
to take part 11 tae adairs of
political organisation or party, or in any
other manner, tuaul he . . . has resigned
or been discharged.”

This safeguard is, of course, applied
only to the working class politicians in
the army. The blind eye is turned to the
hundreds of officers who are members of,
or participants in the activities of the
fascist party or other reactionary organis-
ations. Mosley openly boasted that he
had a wide support among the officer
casto; but we never heard of a purge
amongs these gentry. Bul this fear ol
gocialists in the ranks does nol apply
only to British imperialism. It is char-
acteristic. of capitalism under whatever
label it hides.

Among the recent documents taken in
the Lofoten raid and published by . the
Government, there is an interesting com-
munique from the German High Com-
mand to the officer in charge of the troops
of occupation in the area. “This docu-
ment abmonishes the C.0. to be parti-
cularly careful to see that his men are
kept away from the local political move-
ment, and to place the onus of political
frietion on the shoulders of the Gestapo.
By such means, Hitler vaily hopes to in-
noculate his troops against the class influ-
ence which has destroyed the morale of
every army of occupation in the past fifty
years!

And no wonder the capitalist classes of
all countries, Fascist, Democratic, or with
any other label, are afraid of the common
soldiers’ interest in politics in general
and socialist politics 10 particular. A
working class which is untrained in the
art of arms and pacitist in outlook, or is
without support in the army, is fairly
easily disposed of in a struggle. But a
working class which hus been™ trained in
the use of the most modern weapons of
warfare; which has elass conscious cadres
deeply embedded in the armed forces and
ig prepared to use these arms in the
cause of 1ts emancipation, arouses hefore
them the spectre of successful revolution.

Churchill, in his book “ World Crisis
and Aftermath '’ gives some iudication
of the tear of the Brilish capitalist class
arising out of the mutinies of DBritish
soldiers who demanded inunediate demob-
ilisation at the conclusion of the last im-
perialist blood bath. He. relates how
picked machine-gun troops were so dig-
posed as to ruthlessly slaughter, ifeneces-
sary, the 1,500 unarmed and defenceless
soldiers who demonstrated in Whitehall
if they refused to gc hoek to their bar-
racks as instructed. [t is that nervous-
ness which paralyses British capitalism
today and which urges them to take all
measures to rid the army of class con-
srous workers.

France has shown us that the armies
of ¢ democracy '’ are shot through and
through with fascigt officers Tt is reli-
ably reported that French officers -frater-
nised with the Nazis during the period of
« Qitzkrieg . And this is confirmed by
the close collaboration between the French
and German officers of command at the
yresent ’Llll__lg.-_

While the arnied forees have thousands
of officers, who, like Hamilton—to say the
lonst must be suspect of fascist sympath-

of any]

way to protecl worker soldiers from
vickimisation! But this is not sufficient,

The working class must face up to the
stbuation, It is impossible to trust our
tate %o the officers of the ruling class.
Nor can we allow the monopoly of military
knowledge and control to rest in the hands
of the capitalists as a class.

At the present time the masses of
workers and soldiers in their overwhelm-
mg miajority are primarily interested in
the answer to the question of delence
against Hitler. But the ruling class offi-
cers have shown as in France that they
can find a commoa language with Hitler
with the greatest of ease. To trust the
fate of the soldiers and workers to these
gentry is to courf certain disaster. Only
under the control of officers from their
own class can a guarantee be found by
the workers that they will not be betrayed
into the hands of Hitler. Had worker-
oflicers and soldier committees been func-
Lioning in France, the ruling class would
not have found it so easy to betray the

French nation inte the hands of the
Nazis.
Even if they succeed in  defeating

Hitler; Churchill’s record is ample testi-
mony to the regime of terror which he
will impose on the workers—if he can.
We believe, that the special problems
which our class has to face in the present
period can ouly be sdlved with arms in
our hands. It is therefore necessary for
us Lo seriously set about the task &f
organising ourselves on a working class
mulitary hasis.  Not only must we fight
for the ejection from the army and the
Home Guard of officers who are known
o be close to the fascisls and for the
zlection of . officers from among the rank
and file, but we must light for a workers
army or militin under our own class
control. * The history of James Connolly
and the Irish Citizen's Army are testi-
mony that it 18 ppssible for organised
trade uniomists and socialists to build
their own mihtary organisations.

Organised in this way under the leader-
ship of our own organisations and mili-
tants, no fascist army will attack ug with
mpunity and we can be confident that our
officers will not stab us in the back as
the French officers did in France. We can
also be confident that it will be impossible
tor Churchill - and any other bourgeois
tool to umposs a regime of mihtary re-
action as undoubtedly is his plan. These
primary steps must be taken by the
workera if we are to survive fascist re-
action and take power.

WE STAND FOR:

AN ARMED FORCES TRADE
UNION OR SOLDIERS COMMITTEES
TO PROTECT WORKER-SOLDIERS’
* RIGHTS;

EJECTION OF KENOWN REACTION-
ARY OFFICERS FROM THE HOME
GUARD AND ARMED FORCES,;

ELECTION OF OFFICERS FROM
THE MEN TN THE RANKS.

THE FORMATION OF A WORKERS’
MILITIA UNDER THE CONTROT, OF

LABOUR: AND TRADE TUNION
ORGANISATIONS,.
N

pankers. and LUSINESS-men, nob to men-
tion our well-tdrossed members -of parlia-
ment with the usual over-stocked ward-
robes will always have a variety of ex-
pensive clothes to wear whilst the workers
have to go without.

The people who are really' going to
benefit from this new order are the big
combines such as Wolsey Ltd.,, 1. & R.
Morleys and Waoolcombers Lid., in whose
hands Captamn Lyttleton has placed the
whole of the weollen trade. From now
on the bosses of these concerns will be
able Lo dictate at will what quality of
material you will get and what price yon
will pay. No doubt the slogan of PROFI'TS
first will be-rgidly adhered to. The small

.ong as the hasic means of production
belong to the exploiters, and the Civil

East Belfast Labour Party.
26/5/41
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shopkeeper and the working people will
have to put up with what they can get
whilst the ruling class and their friends
will continue to live as usual.

The only way to remedy this glaring
injustice is to introduce consumers control
now. Consumers commitices consisting of
delegates from the factories, housewives,
small shopkeepers and. office employees

must take over the nation's supply to

enstire a fair distribution. 1f it is left in
the hands of big business, then nothing
will be done. The trusts must be forced
to place their hooks at the disposal of
these committees in order to expose the
behind the scenes swindling which is being
carricd on against the interests of the
workers., Only in this way will the work-
ars and small shopkeepers get a square
deal.

CONSUMERS MUST CONTROL.

~ STALIN'S ‘SECRET DIPLOMACY’
 BETRAYS BALKAN MASSES

Stalin made a pact with General Simo-
vitch in  Jugoslavia. Stalin’s  paper
“ Pragvda ' hailed Simovitch as a great
leader of the Jugoslav people. We were
told that h¢ was the hercic leader in
Jugoslavia’s war for freedom and national
independence. 2

No sooner had Moscow given its bless-
ing to the corrnpt, reactionary Army offi-
cers of Jugoslavia than the Stalinist
leacders in this country changed their tune.
Prior to Stalin’s pact with the Simovitch
gang, the British Stalinist leaders had
quite correctly pointed out that the
workers and peasants of the Balkans could
not fight Nazism under the leadership of
the ruling class of their countries. ““Chal-
lenge "', for example, the paper of the
Y.C.L., denounced the Simovitch Govern-
ment as an agent of the British and
American bankers and capitalists. Palme
Dutt in ** Labour Monthly 7 described
the war in Greece and Jugoslavia as a
“war of liberation ”’, and “° World News
and Views ”’ deseribed the ‘ feeling of
relief '’ in Jugoslavia when the new gov-
ernment of Simovitch ‘° which enjoyed the
confidence of the people” was formed.
It painted the war as one of the greatest
that the Jugoslay people had ever fought
f]m' their national mdependence and iree-
dom,

But what are the facts? Certainly the
workers and peasants when they rose in
revolt against Prince Panl’s government
wére ready to fight for the independence
of the nation. But the reactionary mili-
tary leaders who nsed the popular revolt
to seize power were no more interested in
“ freedom and independence 7’ than Prince
Paul and his gang. Where the latter had
sold themselves to Hitler, Simovitch and
his gang sold themselves to Roosevelt and
Churcinll, natat

/|
Neither cared f’coi & independence of

#

the country. This is clearly shown not
only in the composition of the Simovitch
Government bhut also m the way they

Geerman army,
ier. But who was the vice-Premier?
Palme Dutt did not tell us'that. It was
the same Dr. Matchek who, as a Premier
in Prince Paul’s government had signed
the sell-out pact with Hitler.

Did they give freedom to Croatia? The
Croatians had always resented the rule
of the Slav landlords and capitalists: The
first thing which a Jugoslav government
which was genuinely fighting for freedom
would have done would be to give freedom
to the Croatian minority. But we know
that even while the German army was
magching into the country, a whole section
of the Slav army was busy in Croatia
keeping the Croatian peasants down.
Simovitch and his fellow scoundrels were
more interested in fighting their own
slaves than the foreign conguerors.

Did they arm the people? They dared
not arm anyhody hut the soldiers under
their own control. FEven in the face of
the impending disaster they would not
arm the workers and peasants. Today
while Simovitch luxuriates in the com-
forts of the Hgyptian capital along with
King George of Greece and dreams of the
rewards which he and his class will re-
ceive when Roosevelt and Churchill win,
the workers and peasants of Jugoslavia
are fighting almost unarmed a heroie
guerilla war against the Nazis in the val-
leys and hills of the Balkans. No, Simo-
vitch did not fight for freedom. He only
fought as an agent of Anglo-American
finance-capital. He was a traitor no less
than Prince Paul.

conducted the war against the invading|
Simovitch was the Prem-

Simovitch gang to save them from Hitler
think now of Stalin and his henchmen of
the Jugoslav Communist Party.

Before the streets of blood-soaked Bel-
grade had had time to dry, Stalin drove
out the Jugoslav Legation from Moscow
along with the Belgian, Dutch and Nor-
wegian Legations. These governments,
having fled their countries, did not repre-
sent the people any longer, Stalin said.
Lt will be interesting to see whether ihe
same principle will apply to Rashid Ali's
covernment which, given recognition by
Stalin, has now fed.

Once again we find-that the Stalinist
leaders have no principle except the prin-
ciple of serving their Moscow masters.
Government and wars are supported or
opposed according to Stalin’s moves in
diplomaey. Tomorrow, if Stalin decided
to support Roosevelt and Churchill, then
Palme Dutt, Pollitt and Pritt will declare
that the war has changed its character
and ask the workers to support the Amer-
iwcan and British capitalists.

The workers in this country cannot fight
successfully against the menace of Hitler-
ism or of British Hitlerism under such
nnprincipled ‘ leaders ', The role which
the Stalinist leadership will play in the
coming revolutionary movement in Britain
bas already heen assigned to them by
history, Ilaving destroyed Lhe revoation
in Russia, Stalin has no other way but
to betray it everywhere. If the workers
allowed the Stalinists to lead them the
Socialist revolution will be hetrayed no
less than if Attlee, Morrison and Citrine
led it. The workers will suceceed in taking
power into their own hands and use it in
their own interests only to ‘the extent
that a mnew leadership with absolute
loyalty to the interests of the working

We wonder what the quking ma-gzsen oflelass  and  socialism  is developed and
Jugoslivia who put their faith in the|strengthened.
A. R.
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~ Mansions Empty wnie
Homeless Wander Gountryside

“ Pathetic human derelicts, old men
limping along holding on to the should-
er of those not so lame or so feeble,
young mothers with tiny babies, tod-
dlers clinging to  their skirts, and
grandmothers clutching a rug or shawl,
salvaged and brought mm an attempt to
keep warmth in their shivering bodies.’

This is how the ** Southport Guardian
describes the retugees who thronged the
roadways around Merseyside after the
recent heavy bombings. It is thc most
damnping indictment of the chads and
pankruptey of capitalism that could b-
written. For years the Government and
civil authorities had been warned about
the possible effects of aerial bombard-
ment, - Grandiose plans involving the
spending of hundreds and thousands of
pounds of public funds had been drawn
up and shelved. Regional and Special
cominissioners were appointed as *f dic-
tators ’* who were supposed to cut all
red-tape in a co-ordinated plan for civil
defence. Upper class socialites and sociely
slummers talked themselves hoarse about
what they would do for *‘ these poor dear
brave people . Yet, when confronted
with harsh reality, the grim facts have
been brought to light, that instead of
organised plannmg there was muddle and
disorder, instead of cosy reception centres
there was lack of accommodation, -over-
crowding and bad sanitary arrangements;
instead of nice hot meals there was bread
and margarine. As  Mrs. Margaret
Towers, magistrate and member of the
W.V.S. puts i1t: ‘“ Men were lying in
utter fatigue on the floor. Women and
young children likewise. 'The sanitary
arrangements were in need of attention—
a dozen things shouted for the same—
there was contusion and a spirit of hope-
lessness . Those who were fortunate
enough to ohtam accommodation at the
rest centre were wiven the magnificent
meal of " a cupeof tea’, and ‘ sandwiches ’
of bread with a scraping of margarine .

In Plymouth, the conditions were even
worse, thousands of people had to sleep
out on the moors. Fifteen months ago,
the council asked that it should be made
an evacuation areca. Repeated requests
were made alter heavy raids but nothing
was done. “° Picture Post ' of May 17th
writes: ‘f aly after five nights of
concentrated bombing, some parts of the
city were made evacuation areas, and the
lirst few little groups of children bogm
to leave for new-found homes. The hne
in drawn as authority happens to decide,

18 offered for the probiem of those men
who work in Plymouth, who must live in
Plyvmouth  but  who have no adeguale
shelter to go to when the bombs begin
vo. fall.?

ln London the rest-centre population

i3 sbeadily mounting and peak ligures
have heen reached alter the last heavy
raids. 1n sowe of the worst hit areus

it 1s almost 1mmpossible to find accommod-
ation.  lustead or thiowing open the
thousunds of unoccupied houses aund flats
owned by bne absentee company directors,
sharehotders and stockbrokers, the tend-
ency is to hillet the homeless on small
householders, or in make-shift rest cen-
tres which are completely inadequate. Lhe
task or repairing homes which have been
only partially damaged is again blocked
by vested interests. Contractors more
concerned with accumulating profits than
catering for the needs of the ‘* poor, dear,
brave people” move their plant and
labour abcut to suit their pockets, with
the result that in several districts very
little 18 being done.

T'his callous indifference on the part ol
the ruling class to the suffering endured
by the working people can only be comn-
batted by a bold and fearless plan of
action. ‘tThe four most important tasks
whica must be tackled are food, accom-
wodalion, transport and repairs. A step
in-the right direction is the resolution of
the Seuthport Trades Council instructing
the Town Council to commandeer the nine
golt clubs, ewmpty houses, churches and
cinemas, for hving and sleeping acconi-
modation, together with the provision ol
proper - sanitary and toilet facilities and
tire nobilisation of local doctors for medi-
cal purposes. As it 18 clear from past
experiences that absolutely no trust can
be placed upon so-called ‘* official ** pre-
parations, the organised labour and trade
anion movement must take the lead. The
working class must have their own com-
mijtees of action elected from their own
rm’Iks in the factories and the streets.
I'his first task of these committees will be
to  requisition all available transport,
empty houses, hotels, country mansions
and clubs. Proper feeding and sleeping
arrangements must be made and local
bureaucrats who come along with lorry-
loads of red tape should be sent about
their business. There must be no fool-
slogging, into the country. All private
eaps, omiiibuges Gnd motor-lorfics ot

sl be pleeod ot bie disposal of the com

Force Labour
Leadersto
Take Power!

(continued from page 1)

after Hitler seized power, they attempted
bo justify Lhe treucherous conduct of their
brother party the German Soeial Demo-
crats in notv declaring a general strike,
which could have been successiul, because
it would have led to ¢ivil war in Germany.
as Citrine stated at the T.U.C. Generai
Congress in 1933, I this sense they are
responsible for IHitler and cannot unload
the blaine on to the skoulders of the Ger
man masses. Moreover if they conduci
and -only if they conduct a  struggle
against the capitalists who desire to load
further chains on the German masses
could they hope for a response and a
struggle against [litler from the German
workers,

But the successes of Hitler on the con-
tinent give us the alternative, if the rul-
ing class continues in power of either
victory for Hitler, a compromise peace al
the expense of the masses, or long years
of war which even if British' or rather
American imperialism obtained the vie-
tory eould only result in the victory of
fascism and reaction in  Britain and
throughout the world.

 Therefore the only way in which fasc-
ism can be fought is the breaking of tl
coalition with Churchill —the Tories and
the waging of a campaign for Tabour to
take complete power. Tf the Labour
leaders are sincere this is the only road
which they can take. The alternative ¢an
only be disaster for the Labour mevement.

Labour to power on the following pro-
gramme.

(1) Arming and organising of the work-
ers under their own control to resist
any danger from invasion or any
Petainism at home.

Election of officers by soldiers.

The establishment of special officers’
training camps, financed by the gov-
ernment and controlled by the trade
~unions, to train workers to hecomio
officers. (CEVY -

(2)
(3)

Expropriation of the arms industrics,
mines, banks, land and heavy indus-
try.

(5) Workers control of production.
Fresdom for India and the Colonies.
A Bocialist appeal to the workers of
Germany and Europe for the Social-
15U struggle against Hitler,

—_
=
—

mibtecs wao wowd see to 1t that speody

SOCTALIST APPEAL

June 1941

Ambassador Dodd’s
viary

(Continued from front page)
and England have armed in violation of the Versailles Treaty too.” {March 17, 1935).

“ DEMOCRACIES ” SOUGHT WAR AGAINST USSR

Ihe policy of British and French diplomacy after the rise of Hitler to power
was Lo aiu in the arming ol Hitler for a war on the Soviet Union, Dodd reports
the follewing about the attitude ot Lord Lothian and the British ruling class in
May, 1935. (Lothian died recently, while British ambassador to the United States.)

“ Lord Lothian, who as Philip Kerr was secretary to Lloyd George during the
‘World War, wrote me . . . a letter which I received today . . . He indicated clearly
that he lavours a coalition or the democracies to-block any German move in their
direction and to turn Germany’s course castwards. ‘That this might lead to a war
petween Kussia and Germany does not seem to disturb him seriously. In fact he
seems 1o feel this would be a good solution of the difficulties imposed on Germany
by the Versailles T'reaty. The problem of the demiocracies, as he sees it, is to find
tor Japan and Germany a stronger place in world affairs to which, in his opinion,
they arc cntitled because of their power and tradition.  He hopes this can be
accomplished without any sacrifice to the British LEmpire and with as little destruction
to human liberty as possible.”

BULLITT'S ANTI-SOVIET ROLE

William C. Bullitt, American ambassador to the Soviet Union, was also

intrigueing at the same time, with the French and British diplomats, to turn .

Germany and Japan to an armed attack on the Soviet Union.

** Ambassador Bullitt from Moscow came in this morning . . . His remarks about
Russia were directly contradictory to the attitudes he held when he passed this
way last year . . . But Bullitt is the heir to a great fortune and was known as a
liberal contributor to the Roosevelt campaign in 1932 . . .

- " Bullitt said Russia had no business trying to hold the peninsula which projects
tnto the Japanese sea at Vladivostock., That is all going to be taken soon by Japan.
L said : You agree that if the Germans have their way Russia with 160,000,000 people
shall be denled access to the Pacific, and be excluded from the Baltic? He. said :
"Oh that makes no difference’ . . . I was amazed at this kind of talk from a
responsible diplomat who had done much to get Russia recognized in 1933. The
President must know the man’s mentality, but if so, how could he have appointed

53

bim Anibassader to Soviet Russia?

~ On December 13, 1936, Dodd writes: “ Later . . . when -the new Italian
Ambassador came here directly from Moscow, we were told that Bullitt had become
attracted to Fascism before leaving Moscow . . .

“Last September, Mr. Bullitt was appointed Ambassador to Paris. He has
made a good beginning there. But the story goes he is on the reactionary side. The
Washington newspaper story says he-is in full sympathy with Nazi ideas. This is
hard to believe. i
ol Le Matin in Paris, came 1o see. me, reporting that Bullitt, working for an alliance
oetween France anu Germany, had requested him to see me and ask me to advise

the President to lend a hand in this,

However, yesterday Monsieur Marcel Knecht, editor and owner —
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One street is taken and another left |transport _to safe areas was arranged.
Swmall wonder that the refugees out in the| Lhe breaking down of the stranglehold of
countryside speak bitterly, in the night|big business in connection with repairs,
times, of the red-tape and incompetence/tan best he accomplished by their expro-
which had prevented any scheme being|Priation under workers control. [t is then
put into operation immediately, of official-|the needs of the people would come first
dom which had neglected PRy to have/&nd prompt action would be taken to
registration forms ready, who have only(assist the most ueud,'f' areus.  Only the
arranged for a tiny fraction of the city's|Workers taking contrel can end the chois
20,000 children to be evacuated. Andjol capitalism.
even now, as they point out, no solution! G H
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RAILWORKERS RESTIVE

(continued from page 92) :
ernment to get away with it gratis. ployment in cleaning men’s lu\'atorles_on
«The resoltion hacked up the BE.(!.’s|l'ube Stations, _As a result a resolution
attibude and called for continued resist.|was carried calling upen all Branches to
ance. ' At this stage an F.C. member told|pester Headquarters of the Union with &
the conference of a meeting they had been|demand  that women should immediately
called to with Morrison owing to their| e taken oif this unsavoury -job.  Some
opposition, The other two railway trade|Women had already been dismissed for
Unions were inclined to accept the com-|failing to carry out this job a_nd one
panies meagre offer of 1/6d. per night for speaker herself was to appear before the
5 hours. Disciplinary Board for refusal. The male
3 delegates welcomed their women comrades

Some heated exchanges livened the Pro-jand called for absolutely equal pay.

teedings when, on the resolution against| 1 ;
Bevin's Essential Works Order depriving| The debates on all subjects reached a
men of the right to hire their labour tolhigh level of uu(]m‘staudl_ng and those
the highest bidder, the assembly was in-|delegates who drew attention to the em-
formed by an E.C, member that they had/ploying class character of the present
dealt with the question and had informed|#overnment and the class which it so
the Minister that in view of the low wages lmthml’l‘y served, received the most sup-
received hy many railwaymen who come|bort. They iusisted that the only way
within the scope of the order, that unlesg|to secure justice for the worker was o
the railway companies conld be made to/remove the owners from his back. They
pay a £3 per week minimum wage they Pointed out that the Trade Unions were
(the E.C.) could not agree to the scheme. | being forced to enter the arena of political
He was promptly asked how many mem-|Struggle and mu--, under these circum-
bers of the (. wers trying to ¢ pyh{stances, demand that Lahour took power.
along ” on £3 per week? Here it should
be noted that when on Union business
E.C. members receive 29/6d. per day.

Twopence

The attitude of the E.0. member who
spoke of the apathy of the railwaymen
who are in reality seething with dissatis-

There was no mistaking the deep fecl-|faction, typifies the treacherous behaviour
(ng on the disiribution of food. Many|and cover-up methods of the labour
“motor driver members of the Union_gave [leadership who fail to understand—or if

first hand experience of the way food was|lhey understand fail to act upon the duty
being maldistributed and urged the re-|imposed upon them to act courageously
moval of Lord Woolton from his present|in leading and interpreting the desires of
position., the workers in industry.  Positions of
: prominence and influence must he wrested
t the most imteresting features of|from their control in the Trade Unions as

- proceedings  was  the presence of|a pre-requisite for the removal of the

women delegates mainly employed on the| decrepit capitalist  class  from their

L:P.T'B They expresse themselves|positions as controllers of society. 5

strongly on the subject of women’s em- .

i)\ Boolalist uppenl to the workdrs ol
Germany and Kurope for the Social-
Ist struggie against Hitler,

The Labour leaders might argue. that
such a struggle for power would allow
Hitler to win. On the contrary, oppos-
tbion to such a prograunme would expose
the hollow claims of the ruling class to
represent the mation. If would arouse
the enlhusiasm of the masses in Britain
both in overalls and uniform and onee
convinced of such a Programme the
masses could take power with compar-
ative ease.

The power which Hitler has over the
German masses would be destroyed, and
the German and Eunropean workers would
extend the hand of friendship to the
workers of Britain and would overthrow
the monstrous blight which now overcasts
the entire Continent,

Delegates at the conference have a
great responsibility.  In Britain we have
the last organised workers movement in
Europe. If we do not fearn the lesson of
events we will suffer the same fate as our
brothers in Spain, France and Germany,
Under the Ileadership and control of the
capebalists it is impossible to fight fasc-
ism. Only workers Power and Socialism
can fight fascism in all its forms,

A.R.P. Compulsion
Must be Fought

(continued from page 1)

the authorities is resented very much hy
the men, Ior the past nine months they
ave unsellishly devoted themselves to the
saving of life and property in some of the
worst air-raids, hut apparently the Home
Oflice. Blimps are not satisfied until they
mtroduce the old school-tie diseipline into
the service. The men have no ohjection
bo travelling to other areas for humanitar-
ian_ reasons, but they do object to the
tigh-handed coersive attitude of the
authorities. 1In addition it has taken 20
months to train them fully for all emer-
gencies at enormous public expense, and
now after they have gained invaluable
experience on the field of action along
comes the red-tape men to say that they
must obey or else. It ig plain that here
is an issue in which the working class
must have a say. 3

If a clean up is to take place in the
AR.P., then it must start at the top,
for it is here that Lhe greatest muddle
exists, not amongst the men who do the
job.  Comipulsory call-ups and regimen-
tation is not what is needed but the tak-
ing over of the whole Civil Defence ger-
vices under workers control. in which the
rank and file will have democratic voice
in the running of the services. The men
who are heroic enough to brave the worst
blitz are the men who should be in com-
mand and not a lot of stripe-trousered
office boys. The whole weight of the
workine clovs mayement siet ha thrown
in bel. .. wue sTrugele _. ¢ Men against
what is nothing more th  a contempt-

T

; owever,  yesterday
Ol Le Matin in Paris, came to see me, reporting that Bullitr, working for an alliance
petween France aua Germany, had requested him to see me and ask me to advise
the President to lend a hand in this. Knecht convinced me that he is an able but
very conservative man, perhaps a Fascist in France, A little while after Knecht
lelt, a telegram from Bullitt urged me to see and talk with Knecht i

Leading British diplomats played the same role as Bullit. They sabotaged
all aid to the Loyalist government of Spain and supported Franco. Dedd writes,
Jahuary. 11, 1937, **Sir Eric Phipps was as discreet as ever, but he revealed more
sympathy for the Fascist crowd in Spain than I had noted before, [ believe now
he is almost a Fascist, as I think are Baldwin and Eden.” (Eden is now British
Secretary of War,)

s

_The Hoare-Laval agreement permitted Mussolini to invade Ethiopia without fear
of the application of economic sanctions by the League of Nations. Dodd reports
why: “| had heard previously that the reason for the Hoare-Laval proposition was

" DEMOCRACIES * HELPED ARM HITLER

Dodd_’s diary gives conclusiye evidence of how the po]icies of the “ democracies '
toward Hitler was implemented by direct help in re-arming Germany.

I visited Sir Eric Phipps and repeated in all confidence a report that Armstrong-
Vickers, the great British armament concern, had negotiated'a sale of war material
here (Berlin) last week, just before a British Government commission arrived to
negotiate some plan with Schacht for payment of short-term debts . due on
current deliveries of British cotton yarn from Lancashire, [t is impossible, Schacht
said to me yesterday, to pay British debts. Yet, Iast Friday, I reported to Sir Eric,
the British arms people were selling for cash enormous quantities of war supplies.
And T was frank cnough—or indiscreet enough—to add thet I understood _that
representatives of Curtiss Wright from the Unsted States were here this week to
negotiate similar sales. - The British Ambassador pretended to be surprised , . . 7

: “quman Ebbutt of the Londen Times came in to give me a report on the
eftects of the London protest to Hitler ahout re-arming-—g protest made after

tngland and the United States have sold millions of dollars "worth of arms to
Germany D

Several days later, Dodd writes: Ebbutt confirmed the report of mid-October
(1934) that a British woman, connected with Hitler’s inper group, was here just
before the negotiations on Lancashire debts, to sell war equipment for Armstrong-
Vickers. The British Ambassador “ had not known about 1t’ according to previous
conversations. 1 am sure now the British staff members did know.”

" Colonel Edward A Deeds of Akron, Ohio, and New York City, president
or director of twenty great American industrial congerns came to lunch today. . . .
[_)ccds had negotiated a deal with g German corporation for scnding over our
airplane patents so that the German company could manufacture and sell a hundred
plases to Italy, the American company to share the profits
is done all the time in this European” war atmosphere . . |

: - Our Commercial Attache said, ‘In two years Germany will be manu.
facturing oil and gas encugh out of soft coal for a long war, the Standard Oj]
Cnm‘p;my of New York furnishing millions of dollars to helpt ol Sty Phil]ips
(Unc cr-Secretary of State,

information has been going to the Department for two whole years.”

At one point, Dodd is forced to the conclusion :

capitalists are pressing in the same Fascist direction, supported by capitalists in

England. Neflt'ly all our diplomatic service people here have indicated their drift
in the same direction.”

These brief extracts, out of scores which might be quoted, give an idea of the
real character of the war for * democracy ” which Dodd discloses,
are shoutmg_loudes[ for the war, and profiting most from it, are thesexgame fascist-

able attempt at coercion. |

|

mir}ded c;zpita]i'sts and diplomats, who armed Hitler and tried to turn him eastwards
against the Soviet Union, :
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the English-French fear that Communism might come to Italy in case Mussolini falls.”™

. . . This ‘sort of thing -

1933-36) was amazed and distressed, although all this

“In the United States,

The St

onsieur Marcel Knecht, editor and owner - ey
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