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THE STRIKE OF 2,000 MINERS AT THE BLAIRHALL, VALLEY FIELD AND COMRIE PITS, HAS ENDED. THE
MINERS HAVE BEEN TAUGHT A SERIOUS BUT VICIOUS LESSON AS TO THE MEANING OF “NATIONAL UNITY.”
PROVOKED INTO STRIKE ACTION BY THE MANAGEMENT, ATTACKED BY THE GOVERNMENT THROUGH THE COURTS,
AND SOLD OUT BY THE LOCAL TRADE UNION LEADERSHIP AND STALINISTS, UPON WHOM THEY HAVE RELIED IN
THE PAST, THEY ARE NOW IN A POSITION WITH THEIR BACKS TO THE WALL WHICH IS LIKELY TO SEE THEM

SUFFER AN UNMISTAKABLE AND DEFINITE DEFEAT. |

Brutal Execution of Irish Youth Provokes Unrest

ON SEPTEMBER THE 2nd, A YOUNG IRISH PATRIOT WAS EXECUTED FOR THE MURDER OF. A POLICEMAN IN

NORTHERN IRELAND.

THIS

GOVERNMENT OF NORTHERN IRELAND. |
THE CAUSE OF THE INCIDENT WHICH LED TO THE SHOOTING OF A POLICEMAN, WAS

THE STAGING OF A SO-CALLED ” DIVERSION ” BY SOME YOUTHS DURING EASTER, TO ¢

ENABLE THE BELFAST NATIONALISTS TO COMMEMORATE THE EASTER RISING OF 1916,
DURING WHICH JIM CONNOLLY THE GREAT IRISH SOCIALIST, WAS MURDERED BY THE

BRITISH IMPERIALISTS.

THE FACT THAT THE ULSTER GOVERNMENT HAD PROHIBITED SUCH MEETINGS,

FORCED THE NATIONALISTS TO RESORT TO THESE METHODS.

IN THIS SENSE, FULL

RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE DEATHS AND KILLINGS RESTS ON THE SHOULDERS OF THE
ULSTER REACTIONARIES WITH THE REGIME OF FORCE AND TERROR.

Originally six Irish youths had been
sentenced to execution for the unpre-
meditated killing of the policeman.
But so great was the volume of pro-
test on both sides of the North Sea,
by the masses in Eire and Ulster, by
the Labour movement and even a lib-
cral section of the capitalist class, that
the British Government was compelled
to force the Ulster renctioianies to're
treat,  But they were not prepared to
be deprived of their pound of Hesh,
t "l'l-lil}:”‘}.:!:#". lllll."}" l"IH-'I.H”Il'l'lI-I|I|ll':lh'.l”l

monstrations and was observed as a
day of national mourning. In Ulstet
strikes took place among the dockers
and other sections of the workers . . .
Now news is coming through every
day of new incidents, more killings,
more shootings. Arms and ammun
ition dumps are being searched for
and are being discovered in different
sarts of Ulster. Dozens of pcople are
fu-in;g arrested and interned. - In fact,
conditions resembling those of Ge
Iin Il'uu|1.~1 n nnltpirul |'l.lnu|w Now

pertain in Ulster, Soldiers have heen
-l-ll‘lll--il .j- ’llllll.l'Ll- ’i.llil";l T R

move to the left in Ulster forced them
to abandon the atternpt to impose con-
scription. It was becoming clear that
the solidarity of the Catholic and Pro-
testant workers in Ulster threatened to
break the hold lll:at tln; (}1';1|1;1<' jin;_;n{'x
had previously held.  Thus, the op
portunity was doubly welcome to them
to drive the Catholics underground,
provoke - strife between the «differing
factions, and dnee again restore con
trol firmly into their own hands over
the heads of a divided working class.

That this anid increase

wotlld revivi

a1 o annngsoitar the LR.A. thev were will

WAS A CALCULATED AND SPITEFUL PROVOCATION ON THE PART OF THE

MIDLANDS
R.O.F. ON

TRANSFER

RACKET

A.E.U, Shop Stewards’
Committee,
Royal Ordunance Factory,
Midlands.
_ Sept. 2nd, 1942,
Editor, * Socialist Appeal,”
61 Northdown Street,
London, N.1.

Dear Sir,

Please find encosed 2 copy of
a statement issued hy this com-
mittee on the compulsory trans-
fer of skilled labour from

R.O.Is to privite unu--rprlmul
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The dispute i this distriet arose as
the result of the actions of the man-
agement 1 the middle of April. 24
men had heen working a face for some
months where they averaged 4/6 a
shift. honus, which was about the best
paid in_ the collierv. One Saturday

(which 1s a short shift, the mnminers
worlkk one hour less)., the manager,

withonut consultation with the men on
the face, sent 4 extra men to work at
this pomt for the day. Later, he
claimed that no extra coal’ had been
produced i the face, and. deducted
about 3/- each from the bonus of the
24 men, to pay the wages of the 4 he
had sent into the face.

After negotiation and argument, the
men struck work as a protest and

were ont three davs, when the rest of

the colliery came out in support of

them in solldarmty with their demands,

The Union officials succeeded in get-
ting the men back to work on the
promise that the grievance would be
attendad to. ITmmediately afterwards,

‘the 24 men.who were mmvolved in the

original dispute were summonsed for
taking part m an “unlawful dispute’’,

The union officials refused to handle
the case unless the miners agreed to
plead guilty! In ail innocence the
miners mistakenly did this
img a plea of guilty ‘“‘under provoca-
tion’’. The magistrates, who refused
to hear anv evidence from the men
relative to the dispute other than con-
firmation of the fact that they had
been on strike, fined the 24 -aniners £5
each, .

Two -nen represenfed the 24 at the

register- ,
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Lrial. The rest continued to work and
were fined by proxy,

The men were given a month to pay
the fines,. but thev refused to do so
under any circumstances. The wives
of three, fearful of their men going to
prison, paid their [ines without the
knowledge of the workers themselves.

After  weeks of
capling, the
rested three of

threatening and
authorities finally ar-
the men who refused
to pay, m the hope of forcing the
other workers to payv' the fines. All
the men at Blairhall came out immedi-
ately 1n protest against the arrests,
and they-were followed by Vallevfield
and Comrie pits.

On Saturdav., 29th August, at a
Delegates’ Board Meeting of the Fife-
shire, Kinross and Clackmannon Min-
ers’” Association, to which the men
belong, a resolution was passed en-
dorsing the -E.C!. attitude of refusing

s

to recognise the strike, and urging
the men to return to work. James

Cook, the General secretary of the
union, in a letter to the bhranches ol
the  union concerned, condemned the
action m the stromeest terme and in-
structed the hranches to force the men
back to work.

Meanwhile. the Stalinmists.
ly control the union in the district,
were scurrying about tryving to break
the strike and get the miners back to
work. A local Stalinist paid the £15
fines of the 3 men who had been  ar-
rested, against the wishes of the men

who large-

involved,.
On. Sunday, 30th August, a mass
meetmyg wis held at the Miners’ Hall,

and

GTIMISED

CONSPICUOUSLY ABSENT

Blairhall and it was addressed by Hen-
derson, district secretary of the local
branch, who put the position of the
E.C., Dryley, Chairman of the F.K.C.
M.A., and Abe Moffatt, well-known
Fife Stalinist and one time idol of the
men in the district. Moffatt told the
workers that ‘‘“there was a war on!”’
and put over the Stalinist case. There
can he no doubt about ‘it—although
the men were disgusted with his speech
—his past record and personal follow-
ing was- responsible for getting the
men back to work.
never ‘have listened, and didn’t listen
to the union officials eor the' police,
The Union officials are now consu-
mating their sell-ont by asking all the
local miners to payv towards the fines—
(a Stalimist suggestion) this against
the wishes of the wictimised miners,
who rightly look upon the question as
one of principle and which must be
fought as such.

The feeling among the men is one
of bitler resentment. Theyv feel that
they have suffered a defeat, despite
the magnificeng movement of solid-
arity throughout the ecountry among
the miners.

Meanwhile, Willie
Willie’”, in whose . constituency the
Blairhall colliery lies, and for whom
the local miners voted. has kept well
out of the way. Instead of ﬁg_’.{hLill,g{
for the miners in the locality. he is
busy thumping for the **Seecond Front
the ““‘Kight against Trotskyism’’
in other parts of the land. This fact
has not escaped the notice of the local
miners. who are starting to question
the role of Stalinism in the pits.

“Read

(rallacher.
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RUSSIA’S GREATEST ALLY-

The German Working Class—Lenin
By ANDREW SCOTT

., The position of the Soviet Union grows daily more eritical,

Already, despite the claims of what iies behind the Urals, industrial capacity has been reduced by

at least half. And this has net just been captured but destroyed.
has gone an annual yield of nearly 100 mill .on tons of coal, represe
In this same aren there was produced formarly 70 per cent. of Russia’s almininium, a

With the loss of the Ukraine alone
nting at least haif the totai suppiy.

third of the
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manganese and 10 million tons of pig iron,Even in June 1941 Russia only produced 20 million Zong of

stecl campared with the 43
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eral sectiomaf the capitalist class, that

the British Government was compelled |

to force the Wlster reactidfidries to re-
treat.  But they were not prepared to
be (]("Pl'i‘v’t'll of their pound of flesh.
Grudgingly, they commuted the death
scatence on five of the youths, inflict-
ing instead, sentences of 20 and 15
years’ imprisonment.

But the reprieve of five and the
atbitrary selection of the sixth for
execution cannot but inflame and em-
bitter the position in Ulster and the
feelings of the masses throughout
Eire. It was established in: the evi-

dence that the shot which killed the -

policeman was not fired from the
revolver of the executed youth,
Williams. There was, therefore, no
more reason to execute him than the
othérs. Although he had . confessed
to shooting the ‘policeman, it was quite
clear that he did this to save his com-
rades.  He was a youth of high cour-
age and noble character,

As was to be expected, execution
has further ap gravated the situation. in
Northern Ircland. In Eire itself, the
day .of execution was marked by de-

Successful Conference

ol Bitiamntois adct Ml Bl L b

and are being discovered in different
ants. of. Ulster.. Dozens of people are

ing arrested”and” interned. - In fact,
conditions resembling those of Ger
man troops in occupied Europe now
pertain in Ulster. Soldiers have been
confined' to barracks. American and
British troops have been instructed
hever to go out in the black-out except
in twos and threes. The police are
armed, while armoured police cars are
patrolling the streets.

The iron hand of the Ulster react-
tonaries, has seized with joy the pre-
text given them by the unrest which
the execution has caused, to launch
savage attacks against the Irish people.
Thus, they are provided with the op-
portunity to divide the forces of the
working class. For they have watched
with alarm the steady drift to the left
ot the Irish working class on both sides
of the Border. In Dublin, the Labour
Party has for the first time reccived 2
majority. The bye-election in the last
few months in Ulster gave a majority
to the Labour candidate, reversing by
4n enormous majority the vote held by

| the Unionists in the last election. The

IS o - - 1 ey o ool T— e
lml‘ltlllli}' Wils :]nllli'},’ welcome o them
to drive the Catholics underground,

provoke . strife between -the differing |

tactions, and once again restore con-
trol hirmly into their own hands over
the heads of a divided working class.
That this would revive and increase
support for the LR.A. they were well
awdare.

Although at one pertod the L.R.A.
played a relatively progressive role in
the struggle against British imperial-
1sm, its corrupt middle class leadership
has completely degenerated and lost
any revolutionary perspective. But it
has succeeded in attracting the cream
ot Irish youth for lack of a revolution-

- ary wnrl«:ing' class alternative organ of

struggle with the Connolly tradition
of independence and Socialism. The
methods of individual terrorism, which
typifies the middle class attitude of
despair and. lack of confidence and
faith in the masses, the ‘pro-fascist
attitude of the L.LR.A. leadership plays
right into the hands of the jingo im-
perialists. It drives the non-Catholic
workers into the arms of reaction,
while sacrificing ceaselessly in, futile
deeds of individual terror, the flower
Continued on back page
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Of British Trotskyists

&

A National Pre-Conf&reime of WORKERS’

BY M. LEE

in Londen on August 22nd and 23rd.

Meeting at a time when the world war is entering its fourth
bloodbath are as remote as when it

aucouragement to workers everywhere,

When the traditional mass organisations of the working class,
the Labour and Communist Parties, have gone over to open

' support of the class enemy, and with the I.L.P, incapable of taking

the revolutionary road due to its semi-pacifism and the dead-
weight of s Parliamentary wing, the banding together of a
determined group of revolutionaries, carrying the programme of
Workers’ Power, is testimony to the fact that the British workers
are throwing up yet a fresh layer of conscious leaders to meet the

needs of the hour.

DELEGATES FROM ALL PARTS OF
"BRITAIN ATTENDED

Attending the Conference were de-
legates from all parts of the country—

Scotland, North-East England, the
Midlands, Lancashire, Yorkshire, etc.
There were twenty-five delegates and
several branches were not able to send
rcpresentati'vts. Many districts where
branches of Workers’ International

League are in the process of formation,

were represented by observers without
delegates’ rights.  Apart from the

delegates, about 100 visitors from Lon-

’

don and the provinces attended the
discussions. The composition of the
delegates was one hundred percent
working class.  All wearing their
trade union badges, they were repre-
sentative of ,workers in’ every sphere
of industrial and military life: engin-
eers, miners, railwaymen, transport,
sheet metal workers, carpenters, build-
ing workers, soldiers, air force, navy
men, and women in the engineering
industry, The enthusiasm and confi-
dence in their ideas, their innate faith
in their party was the éarmark of the

discussions, and set the tone to the

proceedings.

started, this gathering of British revolutionaries offers

INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE has just been concluded

year, and the sig_ns of ending the

hope and
IN MEMORY OF COMRADE

: TROTSKY
The first act of the assembled work-

crs was dedicated to the memory of
our great leader and teacher, Leon

Trotsky, whose assassination took place

just two years ago. His Memory was
observed by a silence of one minute.
A telegram was sent to Natalia Trot
sky in Mexico, pledging the fulfilment
of the life work of Comrade Trotsky
until the victory of the Fourth Inter-
national. In this, the building of the
revolutionary party of the Fourth Inter-
national in Britain -is the best mem-
orial and tribute to Comrade Trotsky.

GREETINGS TO .
REVOLUTIONARIES OPPRESSED !
BY IMPERIALISM

A resolution of solidarity was sent
to our American comrades of the Soc-
lalist Workers Party, of which 18 mem-
bers have been recently persecuted and
sentenced to imprisonment for advo-
cating the ideas and principles of the
victorious Russian Revolution of 1917.

Messages of solidarity were sent to
our Ceylonese and Indian comrades

suffering persecution at the hands of
Continued on back page

LOMGON, "IN g
Dear Sir, i

Please fiad encwsed 2 copy of
a statement issued hy this com-
mittee on the compulsory trans-
fer of skilled labour from
R.O.F.s to private enterprise.
The following qualification is
necessary to the statement—
“The 74% skilled labour referred

- to is mainly employed in the 24

engineering plants of the 42
R.O.F.s, giving them a skilled
percentage ranging from 30% to
0% (approx.).”

The statement is being sent to

the Press and to various M.P.s |

whom we consider

_ will support
us in our attitude

towards this

problem.
- Yours Fraternally,
J. PEMBERTON, Convencr.
For the second time within six

months the Ministry of
proposing  to - transfer skilled
from
prise. .

There are some objections to the
proposed tran

lahour
some R.O.F.’s to private enter-

sfers that cannot be over-
come by the simple expedient of pre-
senting the war situation as bewng so
intense that all and every move by any
official body, good, bad or mdifferent,
should be ncontestable. And that to
raise any ohjection at all, however
Justified, constitutes wilfyl sabotage
and mischievoud disaffoction. That 18
not true, in fact it can he honestly
stated that the reverse is the case.

We claim that the transference of
skilled labour is not o much a (ques-
tion of the spreading of the skilled
labour to the factories where it is most
needed, as one of satisfving the de-
mands of private enterprise at the
expense of the state owned factories.
(It muist be understood that the skill.
ed man today is the goose that lays
the golden egg —and sometimes two
eggs!),

The debate of August. 5th in ~tho
“House” on the Select Committee’'s
Report on Royal Ordnance Factories,
showed up some things in their cor-
rect ight., Ome notable fact being the
low percentage of skilled labour em.
ploved in RIOF.s—749% onlv. With
this low percentage the R.0O.1. g man-

age to turn out 669 of the National .

gun  output. These figures, when

(continued on page 2)

| atleast half. And this
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. The position of the Soviet Union grows daily more critical.'

Already, despite the claims of what iies behind the Urals, industrial capacity has been reduced by
has not just been Ccaptured but destroyed. With the loss of the Ukraine alone
has gone an annual yield of nearly 100 million tons of coal, Tepresenting at least haif the totaj supply.
In this same area there was produced formorly 70 per cent. of Russia’s ahuninium, a third of the
manganese and 10 million tons of pig iron,Even in June 1941 Russia only produced 20 million tons of

stecl compared with the 42 million tons produced by Axis-occupied Eurepe, and 95,000 tons of
aluminium compared with KEurope’s 349,000. Today, with the loss of some of the chief industrial

Labour are .

areas that position is worsened

The only true defence of the
Soviet Union lies in the hands
of the independently organised
workers and peasants of Europe
and the world, in the extension
of the Revolution far beyond the
boundaries of the U.S.S.R.
Twenty years ago Lenin had to
point out: “ We know another
enemy of German imperialism
which blind people have not
noticed—the German workers.”
And again: “ The German prole-
tariat is the most trustworthy
and the most reliable ally of the
Russian and the world prole-
tarian revolution.” But- the
Soviet  bureaucracy . “having
turned to the Anglo-American
imperialists for aid, are not only

in the extrame.

forced to turn their back on the
German proletariat bput o
slander it with a viciousness
worthy of a Vansittart, to asso-
clate it with the deeds of the
Nazis, to appeal to the Red
Army to hate all Germans alike
The latest appeal from the
Kremlin to the Soviet people
reads:

“The Germans promise your
father, your wife, your child-
ren the fate of a slave and
beast. This shall never Le
Russians always heat the
Prussians., Fight as the war-
riors of Nevsky fought, ag
they fought under Suvorov
and Kutusov. . . . May your
hearts be filled with hatred {o;

THE HOME OF THE VICEROY

: THE HOME OF THE INDIAN WORKER.

are in the box in the foreground.

_Above:

British Viceroy's
D'elhi, India.
have been spent on sanitary arrange-
ments, including 100 lavatories.

House at New

Thousands of pounds

It was the Viceroy who called on

the Indian masses to lead *“more
frugal lives.”
e — T —— S s T SR ——

This is how- the Indian people live.

The entire possessions of the family

(1] I“

Calcutta, as in every other town, there
arc open drains which emit stench once
you move into the quarters where the
poor live,”

India League Report.

(Article on back page)

the foe, may you rejoice when
you see the black blood of the
enemy flowing in our rivers.”
The only ““Second Front ”
which could give real assistance -
to the Soviet Union at the

present time is one waged by the

German workers against Hitler
and the Nazis. But this sort of
propaganda is precisely the sort
of thing that will hold them back
from such a struggle. This is
not the internationalism which
caused the armies of interven-
tion to melt away when the
sSoviet Union was in an even
worse military position after the
Revolution. It is a reactionary
nationalism and race hatred
which can only serve, like that of
Vansittart, as grist for the mill
of Goebbels, The Nazis can
point to the fate that awaits the
German workers at the hands of
those who issue such propa-
ganda, |

When to this race hatred is
added such threats as. that in
“ Pravada,” then Goebbels must
rest satisfied. “Pravda” re-
cently announced: -

~ ‘*Germany alone is respon-

sible for this war, and she will
bave to pay the. full price,

The people of Europe have

lrarned by bitter experience

that the Germans understand
only one language—that of
bullets, bayonets and gren-

ades.” .

~ This eriminal policy 'of the
Kremlin has assured that after
14 months of war the Soviet
workers and peasants are still
facing the might of Hitler’s
armies alone and with an ever
decreasing capacity Lo produce
the weapons of war. The Ger-
man workers have not been won
to their side. Not even the

workers and soldiers of Ru

mania and Hungary who are

only being used as cannon. fodder

by Hitler have been won over, -
fHitler still finds it possible to

make use of them. Even in

Stalin’s  policieg have

caused the loss of much sym-
pathy among the masses. The

“Times ” Correspondent has

pointed out that: -

“Formerly Russia would
have been bracketed with
China. It appears, however,
that the Russians have put

- themselves outside the scope

of Indian benevolence by en-
Continued on back page |
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{}"Gntimwd from page 1

taken into consideration with other
facts and with some of the charges
laid against the R.O.F.’s, must prove
that it is not a question of relieving
the R.O.F.’s of any of their skilled
labour, hut rather is it one of the
correet ntilization of skilled man power
inside. the state factory group.

That precisely is the basis of our

case. We are not against the trans-
ference of skilled labour inside the
R.0.F. group, but we oppose the

transference of skilled fabour from the
R.0.F.'s to private enterprise for the
following reasons:

[t was stated in the ‘“House'’ that
some of the R.O.F.'s were working
their labour excessive hours, and that
excessive hours in turn produced a
high rate of absenteeism and sickness.
This unfortunately is true, in at least
3 ongincering R.O.F.’s skilled setters
are working the two  shift system,
setting machines for semi-skilled work-
ers on the three shift system. In
effect that means that the setter works
a 70 hour week, whilst the operator
he sets for, works not more than a 50
hour week, The reason for this is the
chronic shortage of skilled labour in
these partienlar plants. In essence the
critics are right, the hours of work
shonld be reduced for these skilled
workers if the quality and guantity of
the output is to be mhintained. But
it iz impossible to reduce the hours
of work without supplementing the
vailable skilled labour inside these

stores.

The only alternative being a mduc-
Hon in output, and that solution is
definitely not acce ptable to us. -

This 1s not the ﬁwt time that skilled
labour has been transterred from state
factories to private enterprise. A short
time ago, despite protests from this
shop stewards committee, compulsory
transfer of labour was introduced from
this factory, and some of our workers
were transferred to, amongst others,
a  private factory in the N[]dlmlds
When our skilled workers arrived a
this factory they found to their {]lhllld_\
that there was neither work, tools, or
equipment available for them, and
most of their time was spent in loung-
ing about. One case was cited where
one of our transferred workers at this
factory was encouraged to remain in
the factory for 1021 hours in one week,
all’ this time he was practically with-
out any work to de! Protest was at
once made hy this committee to the
Ministry 6f Tabonr Officials, but de-
spite thig, further transfers were car-
ried out to this same factory. At the
same time as this was taking place,
workers in our factory were asked to,
and did. work excessive hours to get
the months’ quota out, wonking their
rest day on the work that should have
heen done, or partially done by %hese
transferred men. The outcome of this
A Hilllihlitl‘ instances,
loiwanded an  investigation into the

dldle, pointing out that no less than

- worth

was that we

CASE

than they have fully employed.® We
understand that our factory is u_lnc
that was quoted as werking excessive
hours, with the drain.on skilled labour
what alternative ig there if production
is to be mammtained?

We claim that if this policy of trans-
for of skilled labour is to be earried
out in the R.O.F. engineering shops
in the face of the Select Committee’s
Report then it can only constitute a
deliberate attack on -state enterprise
for the benefit of private enterprise.

On the question of the rednndancv
of skilled labour in the R.O.F.s we
state that this is definitely not true.
There can be no redundancy of labour
when setters are compelled, both mor-
ally and by the Kssential Works Order
to work excessive hours to the tune
of 70 hours per weck in order to keep
the plant going and the output up.
There might be a shortage of work in
some plants, but that is different from
a redundancy eof labour, the solution
being & transference of work irom
private enterprise to the non-profit
making ®tate factories (something, by
the way we have yet to see). We do
not deny that theré is an abundance
of unskilled labour in the shell filling

and powder [actories. We do not
know. But even that is not true of

the engineering plants.

We go further than to state that
there should be no transference of
skilled labour to private enterprise, we
claim that the R.0O.F.’s should have
precedence over all other munition
plants in the country. As they are
the property of the community they
should bhe accorded every facility to
recrnit the best workers and the best
managements where necessary. It was
particularly noticeable that when Dal-
muir R.O.F. (a plant reputed to be
some millions) was accused of
having inefficient managerial staff, the
problem. was not solved by the com-
pulsory transfer of an E‘X[JEI‘IEIILECI
nmm;ﬁment from 1}111"]12{-" £11tE1}]I‘1$L
but by the handing over of the entire
factory to private ' enterprise, since
when apparently, the possibility of
further transfers of R.0O.F.'s to pri-
vate management has never been out
of the minds of some gainful crities,
[t has even been suggested that some

of the state factories should be handed
over to certain well-known catering
firms, apparently as an attractive

alternative to the HIIII]'JH]h(‘.iI\ transfer
of suitable managements

[t is []I*-.W“H‘{’i!li vnnuc‘rh that mun-
itions of war should be made for profit
at all. but when these profit makers
are allowed to take skilled workers out
of state employment and place them
in their own establishments, when a
desperate shortage of ‘41{1”{3& labeur
sxists in other R.0.F.'s, then it can
be inferred that there .'n'e HO0Te WAYS
than one of interpreting the phrase
Canecessful  proseccution  of the war.”’

The statement by some interested
papers that there ~are too many

R.O.F. s ig the most audacious state-
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TRADE UNION WAGE
FOR WORKERS IN

UNIFORM

The Government has issued another
White Paper—dealing with pay allow-
ances in the Forces.

For gross overstatement thls White
Paper takes some beating! It seeks
to convince the public that the rates
of pay for men in the. services are not
only adequate, but that they are Iif
anything, equal to the pay of civilian
workers! In fact, if one were to take
this document at face value one would
come to the conclusion that the service
man has advantages over the industrial
worker.

After calculating what he would have
to pay for board and lodging in ecivilian

lite, the real value of the soldier’s
pay 1s H-EE(‘-SEE‘-(] at a minimum of
£2.12. 0 a week., This sum represents

the net income of £3 per week after
payment of taxes. After three years
service, it is calculated that a Pmivate
with no dependants receives ‘‘a gross
emolument equivalent in value to tax-
able earnings of 78/- a week.”’

Dealing - with married men, the
ficures are even more favourable. No

l{]llﬂ"{-‘l do the costs of food, transport,
(]nt]uugﬂ health and lummplﬂvment in-
surance eat up_part of the family bud-

cet, And where there are no children
it 18 ““in the national interest’’ that
the wife undertake war work. Where

there are children i1t i1s calculated that
the average private earns, after three
vears service,
to earnings of £4. 9. 3 per week.
continued below.

pay which is equivalent

Thig situation may be satisfactory to
the capitalist government, but 1t 1s
certainly not satisfactory to the serv-
ing soldier, who is giving his life and
limb in a war which is supposed to be
waged in defence of his “‘privileges and
rights’”’. No amount of White Papers
will convince the service man that he
is receiving adequate pay when he 1s
forced to ration hig letters home and
when his family is not receiving ade-
guate nourishment.”

At the Labour Party Conference it
was a unanimous decision to demand
an increase in the serviceman's pay.
So deeply rooted is the discontent on
this score that even a secction of the
capitalist press hag been forced to take
up the question. In face of this, the
only reply of the coalition gmrornment
is a White Paper to prove how well
off the men in the forces are.

When the workers, the miners, the
engineers, dockers, strive to improve
their conditions and increase their
wages, the reactionaries like Tord
Londonderry and Sir Roger KPTEE
screech about the “enormous wages’
of the workers compared to the half a
crown a day received by the men in
the forces. When the soldiers, air
force and navy men strive to increase
their pay to a bare living standard, the
gnverumeut argues that their stand-
ards are on a par with the industrial
worker. The hypocrisy and deceit of
the ruling class leads them into many
contradictions.
out clear: if the workers in uniform or
in overalls do not fight for their rights
every inch of the way, and stand
united, they will be set one against

“Demoeraecy” versus Fascism

On top of this, the White Paper
illustrates the wonderful possibilities
which exist for the soldier increasing
his pay by the simple process of . . .
promotion. Promotion prospects are
elaimed to be ‘‘more than one in four,

and the ﬁmunn] effect of even moder-

| ato promot¥¥h is considorable,’”’

|

| the other and in the.

final analysis
they will be deprived of what lltt]c
gains they have made.

The labouv nmvﬂluult must take
action to defend the ]II‘tPTGEtH of the
workers in uniform. The main reason
for the deplorably low rates of pay in

the serviees s the lack of
- i & PIEI ipeen, EEE e TR ——_—" .
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But: one thing stands

colloctive

Workers
Repudiate |
Stalinists

During recent weeks the lecadership of
the Communist Party have " issued
special instructions to its members n
the factories to launch a new campaign
of lics and slander against leading
shop stewards and activé trade union-

ists.  The object of this campaign 1s
twofold. On the one hand it seeks to

undermine the strong rank and file
trade union movement built up through
vears of hard struggle in the factories
and on
““all clear’’ to reactionary employers
to operate victimisation and frame-up
policies. Indeed the Communist Party
does not hide the fact that 1t fully
supports such  measures, especially
when they are directed against sup-
porters of the ‘' Socialist Appeal’’.

It 18 against
of ““‘Socialist Appeal”
the factories that the campaign of
lies is specially directed. Hoary old
slanders such as “‘agents -of Hitler"
etc. are utilised m an attempt to
stampede the more backward workers
acainst our comrades. Appeals are
niade to the more ‘reactionary trade
union officials to take a hand m this
foul campaign., Communist Party con-
trolled District  Committees of the
A.E.U. ate working overtime 1in an
clH.l]H]lL to qupll th[‘* OTOWINg support
for the “*Appeal’’ in the branches. The
fact that a number of A K.U. bhranches
in important indnstrial areas have
come out azainst the recent attacks on

¥i3

the growing number
auppurtmh in

our paper has been the signal for a
stream of lying cortespondence from
the District Committees to these
branches. On  top of this, special
efforts are being . made by the Com-
munist Party fraction in the A E.U.

to pack branch |1w.-:*.l.i1|j_:.~e in order to
get anti-‘Appeal’”’ resolutions carried.

At an A.E.U. branch in the Croy-

don area such a resolution was passed

at a meeting in which the Clommunist
Party had packed the branch. The

resolution which was specially drafted
at Communist Party hurtiqlluilh at-
tacked three of the oldest and bhest
known trade unionists in the area for
circulating. the “Socialist Appeal’
The individual who moved the resolu-
tion, as is usual 1. such ecases, had
only been emploved in the factory a
few weeks and' under such cireum-
stances this filthy attack acted as a
boomerang agamst him and his Com-
munist l'-'.nh SPONSOTS,

At a mass meeting of ALE.TT. mem-
bers held in the canteen on TFridav,
dth September the following H*Hulllliuli
was carried by an mvn&hvlmuw T -
53 o A

“This specially convened meeting of
AE.U. membkors working ol Powors
o L & = 'E 8 Jin W "

the other hand 1t gives the

WAGE

SID BIDWELL (N.U.R.)

There is a widespread spirit of revolt
manifesting itself throughout the rail-
way indusiry over the handling of the
raiiworkers modest ¢’ im- for 10/- per
week increase for ail adult employees,
which was recently rejected by the
railway owners.

i signal boxes and mess-rooms it
is impossible to escape the bitter anger
of the railway workers against the
railway bosses. While these ewners
have heen given a guarantee of £43
million a year by the Government, the
workers have  to lay a claim for a

Y¥mall increase on their present miser-

able wage rates. Even if it was grant-
ed, this increase would not bring them
nn to the level ol rates won by workers
in other industries.

The poster campaign of the owners
have heen received with sardonic hum-
our. They would prefer a pubhmt}'
campaign on the “magnificent’” reward
paid to railway workers for ruUnNNINg
the industry.

Since the war mokt grades have
received 11/- in war wage increases
while the lowest paid men have re-
ceived a slightly higher rise than the
others. The efforts of the union lead-
ers and hosses to-seeure a miggardly
increase for grades other than the
lowest paid has led to deep discontent,
hecause some of these grades have
received small. sums such as 1/~ while
others have received nothing at all.

The effect of these sectional rises,
accepted by the N.U.R. leadership,

has been to increase the already multi-
farious differing rates apphed to the
mdnstry.

In most cases the raillway worker
does not work a bonus scheme and has
to rely solely on his wage rate or
overtime and Sunday work, of which

POWERS’ WORKERS
REPUDIATE
STALINISTS

Continued from previous Col.

AE.T. and will swreck a move-
ment laborionsly built up over a num-
ber of vears by the brothers accused,
i order to attain his political ends.

in the

“We also defand that the appro-
priate disciplinary action be taken
against Bro. Field, by D.C. and E.C.,

with a view to ELTDI!'}]]IE and f‘vcntu&ll}'
FIHHIH{I'HH""' any repetition of such dis-
eracefnl conduct by any member of
the A.F.U. who 11'11:-1]011& to belong to
a particular political party.

“In "~ eonclusion, this meeting eox-
presses its  willingness  for the D.C.
and F.C. to make any enquiry they

may think fit into the pﬁmfmn of the
ALE.U. in this tactory.’

Brothers Miller, Rappard and Duhy,
Logoether with oo loval band of sunporl

RAIL WORKERS
DEMAND A LIVING

ﬂlem 1s no guarantee, The "-"lddb of
Guard and C Iaa:, 1 Shunter is consid-
ered to be among the highest paid.
Yet these grades, not reached until
alter ttlllhldt‘]dblL vears in the service,
receive 65/- basic wage, with 11/- anl
12/- u,wlu_.tin%}lb , s WAl wage lnerease.

The lowest pard men receive approx-
imately 65/-, nctuding, war wage. &
was revealed at a hearing of the Rail-
way mtaff National Tribunal (the high-
est stage of the machinery) that
thousands of men try to exist on this
miserable sum. 1{ is no wonder there-

fore, that evervwhere, porters, shunt-
ers, signalmen, frUﬂrds railway shop-
men, and tel L‘-*J‘Iallll linemen, are join-

ing their voices in demanding that a
far {Tlf'r}.t{'r display ut militaney must
come from the N.U.R. Executive.

One of the factors huldiug the rail--

way workers back from a united and

determined front against the railway+

bosses and their agents in the govern-
ment, is the division of the warkers
imto three main railway trade unions;
the N.U.R. (Industrial union), the
R.C.A. and the A.S.L.E.&F. (Craft
unions). But those already in the in-
dustrial union have found themselves
coming up against a brick wall of
imdifference and - class collaboration
methods of the N.U.R. National KE.C.,
which is comprised of right wing and
C.P. reactionaries, These are at one
i attempting to direct the railway
revolt into safe channels for the bosses.

Their true character was revealed
to all workers when they advised the

Special General Meeting to accept the
Companies’ shamelful offer of 4/- to
males and 3/- to females. However,
the delegates knew full well that they
would have to face the wrath of their
Branches 1if they accepted. The offer
was rejected, and the claim is now to
oo to the Staff Tribunal, but the work-
ers know what to expect from
body, which i1s notoriously just another
mstrument i the hands of the em-
ployers for withholding a greater share
of the nation’s wealth from the, op-
pressed raillwaymen,

Unfortunately the movement of un-
rest threatens to break out into sec-
tional movements of this and that
orade, seeking to find a way out for
themselves,  Due
Signalmen with the leadership of the
N.UR. a mass meeting of the grade
18 to be called. A sectional movement
has come into existence on the L.M.S.
among the Telegraph Tinemen who
feal that their efforts to obtain recog-
nition for their skill, are  being frus-
trated by the N.U.R. leadership. At
the moment it is-nol clear whether a
breaakaway 1s contemplated.
highly skilled workers receive at the
most 64/- plus 11/- war wage!

Sectional movemients play into the
hands of the employvers who delight in
seeing  the railway workers at
another’s throats. It is only when the
rail workers have learned to present
a_ common front to the rail owners,
who always speak with one ¥oice, thit
they will hift

It 18 not the industrial method of
orgamisation that 15 wrong., and holds
thig or that grade in check. but the
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These .

one o

Llwmbelvea fl{}II‘l then*
' present position. :
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and did. work excessive hours to get
the months’ quota out, womnking their
rest dav on the work that should have
heen done, or partially done by %hese
transferred men. The outcome of this
and  sumilar instances, was that we
dcmwanded an investigation into the

Juddle, pointing out that no less than .

'} workers at the above quoted fac-
tory, some of them ex this factory,
had requested their release on the
grounds of insufficient work and lack
of equipment. This investigation was
refused by the Ministry, who no doubt
had excellent reasons for so refusing.
This is only one instance and one aspect
of the mis-handling of the labour prob-
lem, by Officials who are apt to deal
with men as units and not as human
beings. It is significant te note that
the parent factory of the shadow re-
ception factory quoted above, has a
local reputation for having more men
out of work inside their main factory

‘Daily Worker® Attacks
R.O.F. Workers

desperate shortage of skilled labeur

exists in other R.O.F.'s, then 1t can
be inferred that there are more ways
than one of interpreting the phrase
“succeessful praesecution of the war.”

The statement by some interested
papers that there are +too many
R.O.T".’s 1s the most audacious state-
ment yvet. Is 1t not true that there
munition

Are  NUmerous plants now
being opened by private enterprise

thronghout the country?

How can there be too many R.O.F.’s
whilst munitions are still being made
for private profit=

It wonld have been better 1f the
statement had been qualified thus—
‘“‘there are too many R.O.K.’s—for the
peace of mind of certain mterests!”
For the Nottingham R.O.F.

A E.U. Shop Stewards Committee.
J. Pemberton, Convenor.
W. E. Nightingale, Chairman.
28.8.1942.
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The first issue of the “ Daily Worker ” has indicated clearly
what it’s role will he—a vicicus strike-breaking tool of the bosses.
We reprint without comment their attack on the R.O.F. workers.
Contrast their lies with the actual position as outlined” by the
shop stewards of one of the largest R.O.F. in the Midlands, “

“WRECKERS AT WORK
IN R.O.F.s

There is a small group of
people at work in our ordnance
factories who, unless dealt with
without delay, will seriously
affect the production of vital
munitions of war.

Only prompt action by the
London District Committee of
the Communist Party last week
nrevented the extension of a
«irike over piecework rates.

A strong bid will be made this
.veek to bring out on strike one
of the largest R.O.F.s in the

Midlands.

MINISTRY REQUEST

The issue is a request by the
Ministry of Labour for the re-
lease of 100 skilled workers for
work in newly-erected factories.

The R.O.F.s turn out 66 per
cent. of the national gun output.
It seems to me that the author-
ities should pay some attention
to the activities of the small
bunch of saboteurs, who al-
though not influential at the
moment can cause much harm if
their activities are not curtailed.
They are repudiated by the

‘leaders of the AEU and by

every trade unionist of standing.
S0 out with them without
delay.”

Daily Worker, Sept. Tth, 1942.

WORKER BEATEN AT INDIA

LEAGUE

To the Socialist Appeal,
Dear Comrade,

I wish to bring to vour notice the
following incident which took place at
the meeting on -India, held by the

India League at the Central Hall,
Westminster, on  Wednesday, 26th

August, 1942,

In the course of a speech by Mr. A.
Sloan he said that India will be free
“‘sooner or later”. A worker sitting in
the audience remarked loudly enough
for everyone to hear: “On what day?’’
A remark which, T think, hit the nail
on .the head.

Mr. Sloan replied, )
mayhbe later.”!  To which the same
worker made the same 1nterjection:
“On what day?”’ He probably repecated
this two or ‘three times. Suddenly, |
saw this worker stand up and shout,
“Mp, Chairman, T have been hit.”’ ‘The

'od was streaming down his face and

wnst have been very severely hit,
Lecause I could see the blood pouring

I

“Maybe sooner;

MEETING

from him from a distanee of ahout 50
vards. |
However, before he could say any-
thing more, he was hustled out of the
meeting, by the stewards in customary
C.P. fashion. L '
1 hope this incident will receive the
widest possible amount of publicity
among trade unionists and politically
alive sections of the working class.
Although called under the auspices of
the India League, the meeting was in
cssence dominated by the Stalinists
and the majority of the audience were
members and sympathisers of the Party
who had come tof hear Pollitt. The
right to interject at political meetings
18 a recognised one in the British lab-
our movement. And speakers against
whom such remarks are directed, have
always attempted to silence them by
political answers. Tt was the Mosley-
ites and the fascists who introduced
this method of dealing with opposition
and critical elements—with fists and
truncheons. A. K. Mukherji.

On top of this, the White Paper
illustrates the wonderful possibilities
which exist for the soldier increasing
his pay by the simple process of |
promotion. Promotion  prospects are
claimed to be ““more than one in four,
and the financial effect of even moder-
ate promotion iy considerable.”’

First of all let it be stated that even
if these rates of pay were substanti-
ated, they would be inadequate to méet
the present c¢ost of living. But the
actual facts of the matter are that the
servicemen’s pay is well below the
figures given in relation to the actual
value  of the amenities. Fven the
“‘Daily Herald" reported the case of a
British seldier in Bombay who was so
poorly paid that he could not afford
to buy stamps for letters home. This
1s no exceptional ecase: the British
Serviceman’s pay is notoriously low.
One has only to refer to the Report
of the Child Nutrition Council in Glas-

gow, whose recent investigations re-

vealed that “‘only 359 of families of
serving men receive sufficient money
for an adequate diet . . .’ And of
expectant  mothers ““only 5 out of 6
receive enough money to buy a diet
consistent with good health.. . . *’

"WHO IS DANIEL TOBI

“This year the T.U.C. is being
attended . by Daniel Tobin, a
fraternal delegate from the Am-
erican  Federation of Labour.
Littde is ‘known in this ::ﬂu'ntry'
of Daniel Tobin, his record, his
role in the American Trade
Union movement. Here are
some tacts about him which may
be of interest to-delegates and
be useful for their report hack,

Daniel Tobin is the General
President of the International
Brotherhood — of Teamsters
(Truckdrivers), A.F.L. His sal-
ary is 30,000 dollars a year, plus
12 dollars a day hotel expenses,
plus 5 dollars a'day incidentals.
Translated into English, this is
40,000 a year, or f120 a week,
plus about /2. 10. 0 2 day for
hotel expenses, plus /1 a day for
incidentals !

In order to ensure that he will
be well protected and well nour-
ished Tobin has written into the
Constitution of his union, what
is probably the most astonishing
clause in the history of trade
union organisation. Here it is :

““Article V. Section 2: The
General President, for the pur-
pose of promoting the interests
and welfare of the International
and the making of diplomatic
contacts with other organisations
and institutions, AND FOR THE
PURPOSE OF CONSERVING
HIS HEALTH, may in his dis-
cretion fravel in this country and
abroad and may take periodic
resis. The General _Executive
Board shall provide all expenses
of the General President when

performing the services men-
tioned herein OR WHEN TAK-
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and 1 the  final
they will be deprived of what little
gains they have made, |

The labour moVement must take
action to defend the interests of the
workers in uniform. The main reason
for the deplorably low rates of pay in
the services is the lack of collective
bargaining machinery.  The soldicrs
are mostly workers in uniform-—many
of them are trade unionists who have
fought bitter struggles for rights now
enjoyed by workers i industry. It is
the duty of the unions to protect their
members in° the armed forces. It is
the duty-of the workers in uniform to
see to 1t that the soldier-worker and
his family are adequately provided for.

We fight for an industrial wage
which raises the level of the soldier
to that of his fellow worker in over-
alls.  We demand that the Labour
leaders implement the decision of the
Labour Party conference. We demand
that the T.U.C. set.in motion a cam-
paign for the right of collective bar-
gaining for the workers in the forces.
All workers in the army must receive
the same rates as' the workers in
civilian jobs, ]’i UI. wages for all work-
ers in the arnfed forces!

ING PERIODIC RESTS; THE
SAID EXPENSES SHALL IN-
CLUDE TRAVEL IN THIS
COUNTRY OR ABROAD, THE
FULL AND COMPLETE MAIN-
TENANCE OF HIS WIFE SO
THAT SHE CAN ACCOMPANY
THE GENERAL PRESIDENT,

AND ALL SECRETARIAL
HELP AND SERVICES WHICH
HE  DEEMS NECESSARY

WHILE ENGAGED AS AFORE
REFERRED TO. The expenses
provided for herein are in addi-
tion to all other constitutional
compensation and allowances.''

There it is without exagger-
ation .and without embellish-
ments!  No petty official is
Daniel Tobin. FEven his fellow
bureaucrats in Britain must be
green with envy. |

To maintain this well paid,
well lived position, Tobin has
shown himself prepared to split
the American trade union move-
“ment and attack militants in his
own union, '

At the beginning of last year
he launched a vicious attack
against one of the best organised
union branches in the States,
local 544 —the Minneapolis
Branch of his own union.
Through its militant leadership
this local was responsible for or-
ganising 200,000 truck drivers in
the central states and had won
substantial gains for the mem-
bers. In order to clear the path
for the signing of agreements
with the bosses behind the backs
of the workers, he demanded the
right to appoint a dictator-
rcceiver over Local with

power to remove its lawfully

i |

analysis
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munist, Party sponsors. o

At a mass meeting of A.E. 17, mewm-
bers held in the canteen on Tridav,
4th Septenther the following resolution
was . carried by an overwhelming 1maj-
orily.

“This specially convened meeting of
A KU, members working at Powers
Litd. strongly condemns the malicions

and totally  false statements made
against Bros. Duhy, Rappard and
Miller, shop stewards at the above
firm.

“We also constder that the charges
made against the above brothers are
not proven, and were brought for the
purpose of forcing these hrothers out
of their official positions in the A . E.T.
and replacing them with members of
the Communist Party, of which Bro.
Eielﬂ said he was proud to be a mem-
her.

“In view of these facts we move that
this resolution be placed hefore the
D.C: and the E.C. for their immediate
imformation and action, as we feel
that this member,of the A.E.U.. Bro.
Field, who has been at Powers about
seven weeks, is a dangeroug element

Jontinued in next Col.

elected officials and run its af-
tairs.

These provocative actions in-
furiated the Minneapolis truck
drivers, At a meeting of over
4,000 members jammed in three
halls in Minneapolisy with thou-
sands who could not get into
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the halls, it was decided by an
almost unanimous vote, to leave .
the reactionary Tobin controlled
‘AF.L. and to join the rising
progressive Industrial Union, the
C.I.O. This action was hailed
by the C.I.O. as a great progres-
sive step for the American trade

(HE N B LU RN R |
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the A.E.U. who happens to helong to
a particular political party.

“In  conclusion, this
1its willingness for the D.C,
and K.C. to make any enquiry they
may think fit into the pesition of the
AE. UL i this factory.!” .

Brothers Miller, Rappard and Duhy,
together with a loval band of support
ers, are mainly responsible for (he
growing strength of the A.T.TU. in this
factory, where they have ecarried out
consistent trade union activity for the
past five or six years; it is only during
recent months that members of the

meeting

Communist' Party have put in an ap-

pearance at this factory. The fact
that they are showing up now and
carrying out what the workers con-
sider Lo be a campaign of disruption
15 concrete  evidence of the anti-
working class mature of C.P. policy.

The real answer to this campaign
18 to intensify our efforts to push the
“Socialist Appeal” among the widest

possible nmumber of engineering and
factory workers.  Kvery factory and
trade union branch must become an

“Appeal’” stronghold. The answer to
the strikebreakers and bosses’ men is
an inerease in the circulation of the
“Socialist Appeal’’.

union movement. And it was
predicted by the capitalists that
it was the first step towards the
general cxodus by other locals
and unions from the A.F.l.. and
into the C.1.O. This meant the
beginning of the end of the pro-
tracted and artificial split in the
American trade union’ move-
ment. Roosevelt didn’t want
this, and nor did Daniel Tobin.:

Although he had never given
a single cent of the central funds
of the union towards fighting
local strikes, Tobin stated :

“We have $6,000,000 in our
defence fund and if we have
to spend it all to kecp our
locals in the A.F.L.. we are
going to do it.”

‘Tobin forthwith consulted his
boss—Roosevelt, who, through
his secretary Stephen Early, in-
formed the press that he con-
demned the C.I.O. for allowing
Local 544 to affiliate, Following
on this, leaders’ of Local 544
together with leaders of the Am-
crican Socialist Workers’ Party
(Trotskyist) were charged with
“sedition” and 18 were sentenced
to terms of imprisonment.

On June 3rd, 1941, Tobin sent
about 300 gangsters into Minne-
apolis to smash the Local 544,
now afhliated to the C.1.O. He
did this without interference
from the local corrupt governor
Stassen and his police. Scorés
of cars which bore Michigan
plates and contained thugs ar-

ex-

' to get to their Branches

| another’s throats. 1t is only when the

raill workers have learned to present
a_common {ront to the rail owners,
who always speak with oné woice, thit
they will Tliff, themselves from their

' present ‘position.

It is not the industrial method of
organisation that is wrong, and holds
this or that grade in cheek, but the
N.U.R. leadership who have gone over
to the bosses on the pretext of pre-
serving “‘national unity’’, which boils
down to preserving the bosses’ profits.

~They have nothing to grumble ahout,

They are drawing 29/- per day out of
the contributions of the railway work-
crs,  With one voice they put forward
a demand for an increase for the
workers; with anolher voice they
assure the owners and the government
that as far as they are concerned, thev
would see that the railwaymen gave
no trouble. : '

~ This does not reflect the bitter feel-
mgs apparent in the cabing and mess
rcoms. It is the job of the workers
and de-
mand an uncompromising attitude on
the part of their leaders, either +o
light for their demdnds, or make way
for a new leadership who will reflect

| the spirit of the railwayworkers today.

truckdrivers of Local 544 with
suns and knives, They forced
workers ~to sign membership
of Tobin’s AF.L. at the point
of the gun, maiming for life
many . of those who refused to
do so. _

These are the lengths to which
Daniel Tobin will go in order to
preserve his fleshpots; these are
the lengths he will go to prevent
the unity of the American work-
ers into progressive - Industrial
Umions.

We leave it to the reader to
decide whether Daniel Tobin is
a worthy representative of Am-
erican  trade  unionism, and
whether his visit is inspired by
progressive motives, For our
part, we condemn him as an
agent of capitalism who operates
within the ranks of the workers.
He has destroyed the Union or-
ganisanon of the Teamsters in
Minncapolis by his methods. He
has incited to the railroading of
American socialists and trade
union militants to jail for op-
posing his policies in the union.
With the aid of the reactionary
police and officialdom he has
prevented the truckdrivers of
Minneapolis from exercising , the
elementary democratic and work-
ing class right to choose which
union was to represent -their
interests., Yet he pretends to
represent the workers of Amer-
ica and the rights of democracy!-

Trade Union delegates will

rived in' the district. These draw their own conclusions
thugs assaulted and attacked the from this.’
1'".'.- 1'I
" b ¢



SEPTEMBER, 1942,

—-—r s
=

' SOCIALIST APPEAL

Socialist Appeal

ORGAN OF WORKERS’

INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL.
PUBLISHED MONTHLY

EDITOR: E. Grant
BUSINESS MANAGER: M. Lee
61, Northdown Street,

- London, N.1.

Editorial

MASSES WILL
END THE WAR

This month marks the beginning of
the fourth year of the world war, All
the continents and oceans, seas and
countries, in onie way or another are
involved in the confiict. From its
beginning, the war has spread from
one country to another, from one con-
tinent to the next like a fearsome
.plague, plunging more and more mil-
lions into misery, desolation and
slaughter with its deadly touch.

When it began both sides were opti-
mistic of a quick and easy victory.
Chamberilain announced three years as
the span of the war. Hitler, after the
fall of France, imagined that victory
was within his grasp. Yet today, as
the agony of the peoples of Europe
and Asia increases to an unbearable
intensity, more sombre conclusions are
drawn by the ruling classes of the diff-
erent countries. None can see that
the end is yet in sight. Roosevelt and
Churchill in their last speeches have
announced that it is going to be a
‘“‘long war’’. Earle Paige, former
Prime Minister of Australia has sug-
gested a ten years duration. And the
owner of the ‘“‘New York Times'' in an
interview in Britain has gone one
better and made it his ‘“‘lifetime’”’. On
-the other side, Hitler and the Japanese
militarisis have now exhorted
masses to prepare for a long and pro-
tracted struggle. Rosenberg, the Nazi
spokesman, has forecast that the
struggle will resolve itself into a 30
years war. So that all that both sides
can offer the peoples of the world is
interminable war, carnage and des-
truction.

The workers of Britain and Arcerica
know what to expect if Hitier should
emerge victorious in the struggie. The
concentration camps and cxecution
squads of the Gestapo and the §.8.
gunmen in all the countries of Eurcpe
have revealed the full horrors of Hit-
ler’s projected ‘‘New Order’”’

But for the workers of the world,
for the workers of Britain and Amer-
ica, no rosier prospect is opened out
by the victory of Anglo-American im-
perialism. Seven million unemployed
-is Arthur Greenwood’s prediction for
Britain. A lower standard of living
for the British working class than for
the past century, the continuation of
rationing for years, says Mr. R. 8.

—.____Hudson, representative of Lever Bros.

Trust in the Government, and an army
of four million men is announced by
Ernest Bevin. This for the workers
at home. Meanwhile the suppression
by armed force of the Indian masses
shows what the programme is for
abroad. The holdineg down of not onlvy

the -

1 BY E. GRANT.

The whole style, the whole method
of presentation, the falsifications and
the distortions, the amalgam dis-
honestly linking the policies of the
LL.P. with that of the Trotskyists, all
these savour of the familiar methods
of Stalinism. Unable to attack the
real ideas of Trotskyism, the Com-
munist Party and its new-found ally,
the *“Sunday Dispatch,” attempt fo
throw dust 'in the eyes of the workers
by confusing the policies of two differ-
ent’ working class parties, and link us
both up with Hitler. It is clear that
the article is written by an ardent sup-
porter of the Communist Party.
Indeed it could have been written with

‘the pen of W. Wainwright himeelf, the

author of “CLEAR OUT HITLER'S
AGENTS."

TROTSKY ALONE
WARNED THE WORKERS

The entire article is based on falsi-
fication and slander. OQur political
position has been and is openly pro-
claimed in the pages of the “ Socialist
Appeal.” The charge that we would

~seek a compromise peace with Hitler

is reduced to a despicable lie upon one
reading of any issue of the “ Socialist
Appeal.” We alone in the Iabour
movement warned of the disasirous
outcome of Hitler's coming to power.
Trotsky alone. advocated the policy
which would have prevented Hitler's
rigse, the policy of the united front of
all working class organisations which
was attacked by Stalin in the following
terms:—

“ It is significant, that Trotsky has
come out in defence of a united
front# between the communist and
social democrafic parties against
Fascism. No more disruptive and
counter revolutionary class lead
could possibly have been given at a
time like the present.” (“ Daily
Worker,” May 26, 1932.)

THE AMALGAM

BETWEEN THE LL.P.

AND THE TROTSKYISTS

Both the “Sunday Dispatch’” and the
Communist Party attempt to depict
the resolution of the Glasgow I.L.P,
which voted against the supply of
arms for the U.S.5.R., as a Trotskyist
resolution, This is somewhat stupid
when Point 1 in our Programme of

demands is “ The immediate despatch-

of arms and material to the Soviet
Union under the control of the Trade
Unions and Factory Committees.” In
any case, the defeating of thig reso-
lution arises, not from any lack of
desire on the part of the LL.P. to
assist the U.S.S.R., but from the
gsectarian attitude on their part, for
which the Trotskyists have always
criticised them. In the July issue of
the “ Socialist Appeal,” Mare Loris
writes on this point:
“At the L.L.P. National Conference
an amendment was presented asking

for the ‘advocacy of the production
and transport of war materials to

the Soviet Union under workers’ con- |

THE “SUNDAY DISPATCH” IS CONTINUING ITS SLANDER CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE
“SOCIALIST APPEAL.” UNDER THE TITLE “SOCIALIST APPEAL STILL AT IT” THE
STORY IS REVEALED OF HOW “ DIRECTIVES ” FROM GERMANY ARE TRANSMITTED TO
THE BRITISH TROTSKYISTS THROUGH A “ WORKERS' CHALLENGE ” STATION. |

If this were true, surely the Sunday Dispatch’s Diplomatic Correspondent, the author of the
article, would have supplied more details, such as the time and the date. Surely he would have notified
the police, and formal charges would have been made against the Trotskyists,

BUT THE PRO-FASCIST “ SUNDAY DISPATCH” DOES NOT PURSUE THE POLICY OF
TRUTH. TAKING A LEAF OUT OF THE BOOK OF THEIR MENTOR. HITLER. THEY BASE
THEMSELVES ON THE AXIOM—THE BIGGER THE LIE, THE MORE EASILY IT WILL BE

BELIEVED. |
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and NOW

“ The sort of Government which the Trot-
skyists would like to follow the present

THEN

““The passionate sincerity of Hitler cried
aloud. This was no cheap tub-thumping
political firebrand, but a fervent patriot and
a realist. . . .” |

“It is monstrously untrue to say that the
Storm Troops and Brown Shirts are a new
German army in disguise. Germany does

not want another war., . . .”
SUNDAY DISPATCH, 1933.

~ TROTSKYISM
THEN and

“HITLER IS C(HANCELLOR !

regime here, not only would not open a
second front, but under the guise of alleged
Left-Wing pacifism, would seek a compromise

peace.”
SUNDAY DISPATCH,

1942.

NOW

“The only way in which the struggle

Egegs must be broken to make an |

omlette. Suffering is inevitable in

the reconstruction of a State

But if T may judge from my per-
sonal knowledge of Herr Hitler,
peace and justice are the keywords
of his policy, and given timg, the
support of his people, and the good-
will of his colleagues, he will carry
that policy to success ™
On December 31lst, 1933, the

“Dispatch” published a special feature
article by Mussolini, ‘ The Whole
World Going Fasecist?”

To come closer home it was the
“Dispatch” and the “Daily Mail” which
.were among the principal backers of
Mosley and his blackshirt thugs in
their attempt to organise fasecism in
Britain. Their pages were opened to
Mosley and they gave him every pos-
sible publicity. On Januacy 21st, 1934,
on 2 special page was a picture of
Mosley and 2 signed article by him
entitled: “Why We¢ Wear The Biack
Shirt’’ :

“The Blackshirts have faced and
overcome the Socialist bullies of the
razor, the knife, and the broken
bottle, by standing together and
fighting in the ordered ranks which
the DBlackshirt makes possibie
KEngland already has to thank them
for breaking the Red Terror of the
streets, although greater ordeals
may yet await them.

Thus we wear the Blackshirt for

that combination of ideal and
practical reasons which is so
characteristic of the faith of
fascism.”

An estetic editorial of the same date
wns entitled, “The Blackshirts are
Coming.”

Thus they supported the paid thugs
and hooligans in the ranks of Mosley's
bands in their efforts to create an or-
ganisation to destroy the workers'
movement and rights in Britain. On
January 28th, 1934, they wrote thig
description of Mosley:

“To the world Sir Oswald Mosley:
to Blackshirts, the Leader.

“He quests for a better, healthier,
happier England like a King Arthur
Knight for the Holy Grail.”

On May 21st 1934, this rag proudly
announced that;

“The editor has purchased a

limited number of seats to be pre- !

to

for

Dispatch *
Olympia

‘ Sunday
Mosley’s

sented
readers
Meeting.”
On the brutal thuggery at the fasecist
meeting in Olympia, which provoked
an outery in nearly the whole of the
British press, the “ Dispatch"” head-
lined an article by G, Ward Price,
friend of Hitler: “No Communist
Badly Injured. But Blackshirts still
in Hospital. Elaborate ‘Red’' Plot
Miscarries, Armed Intérrupters
Wreck Meeting.” -
Their leader of June 17th, 1934, was
headed MUSSOLINI-HITLER TALKS
—HOPES FOR PEACE in which they
say of these foscist gangsters:
“However that may be they have
this in common. That each is the
beloved leader of a great nation that

Workers, do you know what that means? It against fascism can be suaccessfully waged |

—
~

regards him as its saviour and to

naale - R | - R R e e e & -

Our Pfa
- For Power

An end to 'the coalition with the
bosses, Labour and Trade .Unior
leaders must break with the capitalist
Government and wage a campaign fo
power on the following programme:

: b Immegfiate despatch of arms and
material to the Soviet Union under
the control of the Trade Unions
and factory committees,

2. Nationalisation of the land, mines,
banks, transport and all big in-
dustry without compensation.

3. Confiscation of all war profits—all
company books to ke open for trade
union inspection. i

4. Workers’ control of production to
end chaos and mismanagement in
Industry to be exercised through
workers committiees.

3. Equal distribution of food, clothes,
and other consumers commodities
under the control of committees of
wur_kers elected from the distri-
butive trades, factories, housewives
committees and small shop-keepers.

6. Sliding scale of wages to meet the
increased cost of living with a
guaranteed minimum,

7. Repeal of the Essential Works
Order and all other anti-working
class and strike-breaking "laws,

8. Glea'r out the reactionary pro-
fascist officer caste in the Army and
Home Guard. Election of officers
by the soldiers. Trade union wages
for all workers in the armed forces,

9. Establishment of military schools
by the Trade Unions at the expense
of the state for the training of
worker officers.

Arming of the workers under con-
trol of committees of workers
elected in factories, unions and in
the streets against the danger of
invasion or Petainism,

11. Freedom for Ireland, India and the
Colonies.

A Socialist appeal to the workers
of Germany and Europe om the
basis of this programme in Britain
to _Join the Socialist struggle
against Hitler for the Socialist
United States of Europe.

10.

12.
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the past century, the continuation of
rationing for years, says Mr. R. S.
Hudson, representative of Lever Bros.
Trust in the Government, and an army
of four million men is announced by
Ernest Bevin. This for the workers
at home. Meanwhile the suppression
by armed force of the Indian masses
shows what the programme is  for
abroad. The holding down of not only
Germany and ltaly, but the whole of
Europe by the British and American
forces. This is clearly indicated by
the special training of American officers
to administer Europe.

The takers in the lahour movement
are laying hopes on a revolution to end
the bloodbath . . . a revolution in Ger-
many, . which the imperialists will
drown in blood. But, as the ‘‘Daily
Telegraph’ of August 2nd puts it in
its leader columns of August 2nd, ‘‘It
can, however, be regarded as reason-
ably certain that most Germans have
received a healthy premonition of the
wrath to come in the event of defeat,
and that they will continue to sup-
port Hitler in whatever fresh crimes
- he may commit until the truth dawns
that ultimate disaster is inevitable.”’

It is this which has paralysed the
forces of German, Italian and Japanese
- workers: fear of the consequences of
Allied victory.

At the same time the masses in
Britain and America continue to toler-
ate their rulers because of the night-
mare of a Nazi victory. This, thanks
to the support given the ruling class
by the Labour and trade union leaders
and the so-called ‘‘Communist’® Party.

The war drags on and the suffering
of the toiling masses in both Axis and
Allied countries increases. But the
clique of monopoly capitalists in Ger-
many, ltaly and Japan as well as in
Britain and America are growing rich
at the expense of the Blood and toil
of the workers of all lands.” The work-
ers are called on to make greater and
greater sacrifices while the rich live
well and pile up enormous profits.

The contrast between words and
deeds is having its effect on the people.
The contrast between words and deeds
iIs leaving its imprint. The plans of
the rulers that the working peoples in
all countries will continue for years
and decades to slaughter one another
are based on shifting sands.

Wherever the masses still have the
possibility of showing their feelings in
elections, as in Ireland; South Africa,
England, the voting has shown a steady
tendency to the Left. The voting for
working class or pseudo-lefi candidates
has increased enormously. For the
first time in history, Dublin has a Lab-
our majority. The same applies to far
away East London, South Africa. All
the indications in recent by-elections
in Britain show the same trend. In
the occupied countries, constant rumb-
lings of revolt are echoed by the an-
nouncements of executions and repres-
sions. The iron heei of fascism cannot
prevent the movement of the masses
against the horrors of hunger and over-
work. In India, the colonial masses
are already stirring against the cen-
turies-old oppression and misery.

All these are portenis of the coming
pericd. The workers throughout the
world are beginning to realise that they
are being used as pawns to decide
which group of gangsters, those of
American capitalism or of German
capitalism, are to dominate the world.
This war will bé& ended, as was the
last, by a series of revolutions. This
will be the way that the masses of
one country after another will break
the way out of the horrible impasse in
which they find themselves. No at-
tempt on the part of the imperialists
or their lackeys can hold back the
wrath of the working class. The war
will be ended, not by the victory of
any of the contending powers, but by

the revoiution,

‘
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Trotekylsts have alwaye

In the July issue of
Mare Lorigs

which the

criticised them,
the “ Socialist Appeal,”
writes on this point:

“At the LL.P, National Conference
an amendment was presented asking
for the ‘advocacy of the production
and transport of war materials to
the Soviet Union under workers’ ocon-
trol.” The idea of tying the defence
of the Soviet Union to the class
struggle of the English workers is
excellent. The slogan has an offen-
sive character as much against the
English bourgeoisie as against its

- agents, the T.abourite and Stalinist
leaders. But the leadership of the
ILL.P. hastened to oppose this pro-
position. The arguments of ifs
spokesmen were, taken as a whole,
that the proposals are impracticable,
Thus the LL.P. leaders reveal once
more their total incomprehension of
the dynamics of revolutionary action.
How render ‘ practicable’ tomorrow
that which is “ practicable’ today?
They have no idea. They find it
very ‘practicable’ to praise the
‘statesmanship’ of Stalin, fo insult
Lenin by attending fraudulent cere-
monies; but to call on the English
workers to demand an accounting
from the capitalists on aid to
the Soviet Union, that is ‘im-
practicable "!"” !

On the question of McGovern’s atti-
tude towards Munich, which the
“Sunday Dispatch” triumphantly uses,
and which the Communist Party never

THEN

Workers, do you know
+ of the proletariat!
ALL . THE

poverishment of the working class.

“"HITLER IS C(HANCELLOR'!

what that means? It
means complete starvation and loss" of all rights,
it means the destruction of all the active elements
After the speeches of the Nagzi
leader, there can be no doubt of this.
PROGRAMME IS THE COMPLETE SMASHING OF
FOLITICAL AND TRADE UNION
ORGANISATIONS OF THE WORKING CLASS,
to clear the way for a still more monstrous im-

- TR A oo

TROTSKYISM

and

HITLER'S

The aim of his

]

foreign policy is WAR WITH SOVIET RUSSIA”
Manifesto of German Trotskyists, 1933.

NOW

“The only way in which the struggle
against fascism can be successfully waged
would be by taking the control of the army
and industry by the working class. . . ., If
necessary, a Second Front would be
established by the British workers to aid
the German workers in over-throwing Hitler
and giving real aid to the Soviet Union, . . .”

SOCIALIST APPEAL,.
1942,

participation in the Popular Fiont
Government which lead the Spanish
workers to their defeat.

“DISPATCH ” PRAISED
FASCISM IN ALL
COUNTRIES

In their frantic efforts to besmirch
the revolutionaries, the Stalinists are
willing to use any methods and any
pro-fascist pecople or paper to suit their
ends. And what is the recor1 of these

=
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TO ANY MEMBER OF THE COMMUNIST

SO - CALLED QUOTATIONS FROM TROT-
PUBLICATIONS
“ CLEAR
AGENTS!” ARE NOT FORGERIES.

OR

‘TO ANY MEMBER OF THE C.P. WHO
CAN SHOW ANY PAGE OF THIS PAMPHLET
WHICH DOES NOT CONTAIN A MINIMUM

SOCIALIST APPEAL.
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fails to wuse, the Trotskyists have
always criticised the I.L.P. on this
question. It is one of the points which
separates us. This position springs
from the pacifist and centrist position
of the ILL.I’. But at any rate, we
stand whole-heartedly with the LL.P.
against the foul allegation that this
springs from the desire to help Hitler
or Fascism. The accusation is one
that only the pen prostitutes of the
pro-Fascist “Sunday Dispateh” or the

- Communist Party falsifiers would dare

to make, Y

The ignorant reference of the I1.L.P.
defending the “Trotskyist” P.O.U.M. in
Spain is typical. The P.O.U.M. was
never Trotskyist as they claim, 'but
precisely the Spanish version of. the
1..P. Bo it is natural that the I.L.P.
should defend its policies. We on the
other hand consistently criticised
the policies of the P.O.U.M. for its

new found friehds and comrades-in-
lies? These people who now accuse
the Trotskyists and the I.L.P. of assist-
ing fascism, are the very ones who have
consistently supported fascisin and re-
action throughout the world. The
guestion of Munichism is one on which
they should keep silent. 1t wns the
“Sunday Dispatech” more than any |
other paper, which supported Cham-
berlain at that time. And precisely
because they wished to help Hitler.
They openly said so! The reference to
Spain is even more injudicious. When
the P.O.U.M. was fighiting on the bar-
ricades against Franco, they supported
this butcher as the saviour sf Chris-
tianity and civilisation! Their tender
regard for the Soviet Union which they
now manifest, is shown for the hypo-
crisy that it is by the fact that they
incited the British government to allow
a free hand to Germany in the Hast.

r

In one of the many articles which they
published by Sir Oswalda Mosley on
their idedl of a fascist Europe of the
future, he Dpeﬁiy called for Germany
to be allowed to attack the Soviet
Union. Britain would gain the
advantage from this hy the mutual
exhaustion ¢of both Germaay and the
woviet Union. This is, in fact, the
secret pelicy of the “Sunday Dispatch’”
and its backers today.

While - the revolutionaries were
waging a struggle against faseism in
all countries of the world, what was
the attitude of the new knight errant
of the holy sfruggzle against fascism?
While the browa murder bands were
murdering fhe worker-militants (in-
cluding the Trotskyists) and destroy-
ing the trade unions with terror and
torture in the first mon:ins of fascism
in Germany, here are mome sanpics
of what the “Suniay Dispatch” was
saying. In October of 1938, (Geofirey
Harmsworth wrato:

“. . . The passionate sincerity of
Hitler cried aloud. This was no
cheap tub-thumping political fire-
brand but a feivent patiiot and a
realist. It is menstrously untrue to
say that the Siorm Troops and
Brown Shirts are a new German
army in disguise, Germany does not
want another war. . . .”

In an article of October 22nd, 193R

[

by Colonel T. <. X bJocre, M.P., we

‘were told by tae “Sunday Dispatch - ..

“ Germany welcomed her saviour,
and largely owing to the ovbviousiy
sincere and single-mmded appeal of
his policy he is today the adored
leader of certainly 909 of the Ger
man population. Eight months ago
Herr Hitler became Chancellor of
the Reich. Today, and I now speak
of experience barely a week old, the
whole atmosphere of Germany has
changed, Sobriety has replaced
licence, patriotism has usurped
Communism, virtue has abolished
vice.”

“The servants of the law have
crushed the masters of the gun
Women and children are safe:
animals are mercifully treated:
social services have received a new
impetus. . .., ”

This is how the “Sunday Dispateh”
smocthed over and justified the hor
rible atrocities of the Nagzis, The
article continues:

“These are some of the changes

I have seen, but I realise that in

making these changes there has been

unjustified persecution, misery and
suffering caused to many innocent

German nationals of varied creed

and faith.

But experience has taught us to be
tolerant of the ways of revolution.

| AMUIMCRITION,

B CcOMing clear,
that the reason the Communist Party

Armaod
Wreek Meeting."”
Thelr leader of June 17th, 1084, was
headed MUSSOLINI-HITLER TALKS
~~HOPES FOR PEACE in which they
say of these fascist gangsters:
“However that may be they have
this in common. That each is the
beloved leader of  great nation that
regarvds him as (ts saviour and to
which his lightest word is ajmost
& divine command.” : :
Their support of the Japanese mili-
tarists, of Hitler, of Mussolini was con-
tinued right up to the outbreak of the
war. Now these gentlemen, aided,
abetted and supported by the Com-
munist Party, have the audacity to
slander the Internstional Socialists.
To-morrow they would favour a deal
with Hitler, Mussolini and Franco, if it
suited the interests of their masters,
the capitalist class. TIf the capitalists
were threatened by the working class
they would be the first to appeal to
Hitler for help, just as their equiva-
lents did in France., From this yellow
rag the workers expect
different. But that the so-called Com-
munist Party, should assist and aid
reaction by the peddling of slanders
against the revolutionaries, is a danger
and a warning to the workers. They
have linked themselves up with the
most reactionary and pro-fascist
section of the| ruling eclass in this
country, snd the most foul anti-
working class section of the capitalist
press.
In the eves of all honest workers the
role of the Communist Party is be-
It is becoming clear too,

_and the “Sunday Dispatch” attack us
is not at all that they think we are “pro-
fascist ” it is our programine they fear.

Despite the smallness of our numbers °

at present, they know that ours is the
fml;r programme which represents the
interests of the working class; the pro-
gramme of working class struggle
against fascism at home and abroad;
the programme which will lead to
Docialism,

In the teeth of the barrage of lies and
slanders we are unafraid. We base
ourselves on truth and honesty. We
bage ourselves on the interests of the
working  cless, No matter the
obstacles placed in our p=th, our pre-
gramme will find the road to the
warkers, 2nd the workers wil] find tha
road to our programme. -

DUKE OF
BAHAMA

The strike and militant demon-
strations of 2,000 native workers two

‘weeks ago at the United States base

in the British Bahamas compelled the
Duke of Windsor to cancel his shop-
ping tour and visit to Washington
and hustle home to *“calm ” the
strikers.

The ex-King of England's first step
in “calming” the strikers and their
sympathizers was to deliver a speech
over the radio blaming the conflict
on “outside agitators.” He had already
received a little preliminary assist-
ance from British troops who shot
three strikers to death, wounded
scores and jailed over 40.

.
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WINDSOR

STRIKERS

Then came the further report that

the Duke is f‘calming” the native
workers by—giving them a free feed
on the construction job. '“The Duke

of Windsor saw today 2,000 labourers
receive a free noonday meal at a
United States project from which
they started a riot on June 1 over
their pay of 80 cents (about 3/9) a
day."’

We have no doubt that the workers
needed this meal. But we wonder how
—on about 3/9 a day—they are going
to feed their families and themselves
for every succeeding day after the
free meal.

The Duke promised the nativeg that
he was going to see what he could do
about getting the T.S. government to
raise the native workers' pay. On his

| return to the United States on June

“ CALMS

12 he stated, " Everything is fine in
Nassau now.”

White American workers brought to
the islands are getting a minimum of
1 dollar an hour for the same work
the natives are doing. Since the
arrival of the Americans, moreover,
the merchants have shot up prices,
which has made it even tougher on

4 the native workers.

HOW THE AGREEMENT
WAS WORKED OUT

What the Duke does not state is that
the agreement by the U.S. government
to pay native workers no more than
the starvation prevailing wages on the
islands was made at the request of the
British government. The  British
ruling class plantation owners insisted
on this agreement in fear that native
workers getting a taste of American
union wage scales would not want to

i
go back to agricultural peonage at a

few cents a day.

Intérruptors |

nothing

invasion or Petainism.

11. Freedom for Ireland, India and the
Colonies.

12. A Socialist appeal to the workers
of Germany and Europe on the
basi‘sh of this programme in Britain
to join the Socialist struggle
against Hitler for the Socialist
United States of Europe.
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‘Profits FErst’
Is Their Motto

BY G. READ

Everyone is well aware that the
Shipping situation is serious. The gov-
ernment, after handing full control

over policy and consiruction, to the
vested interesis in the shipping Indus-
try, is apparently satisfied that nothing
further can be done and has refused
repeated requests for a public debaie
on the guestion.

The workers are beiug told to tighten
their . belts, scantier clothing for the
coming winter months is anticipated.
bread 1s to be largely supplanted by
potatoes m the already meagre diet
all this and many other sacrifices are
being called forth, from the workers to
“suve shipping space’’. Yet what is
being done to face up to the situation.
apart from squeezing further sacrifices
from the workers?

Whilst the working class in general
has been deliberately kept in the dark
concerning the shipping situation sev-
ere criticism of the ﬁhiphl.ii{din;: pro-
gramme 13 being voiced by those act-
tvely associated with the industry.
Accusations of direct sabotage have
been levelled against the shipping mag-
nates, that the prospects ol post war
profit earning capdeity are being -al-
lowed to slow down the production of
ships. |

The “‘Evening’ Standard’, 29/6/42,
stated, ‘‘Peacetime designs have been
followed so closely that portholes have
been fitted although it.is a war regu-
lation that they must not be opened
at sea. As soon as the portholes are
finished they have to be screwed up
and blacked out.”

It 1s well known that to face up to
the U-boat campaign and in view of
convoy difficulties, small, fast, oil-
burning or diesel streamlined vessols
are needed. Yet production is centred
around slow, large and cheap to run
vessels. "

The cause for this apparent “contra-
diction is not hard to find. The person
appomnted Controller of merchant ship-
ping and repairs at the Admiralty is -
none other than Sir James Lithgow.
Can it -be wondered that the long term
interests ol the shipping financiers.
whilst. at variance with the need for
“all-out production” are precisely the
interests that are deciding the present
shipbuilding programme?  For the

(continued on back page)
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While President Roosevelt is prepar-
ing for a gigantic slashing of the stan-
dards and conditions of the American
working class, some very interesting
facts are being revealed as to the real
nature of the ‘‘Equality of sacrifice”
on the part of the American capital-
ist class, as the result of the investi-
gations of the Department of Justice
and. twp Senate Investigating Com-
mittees into the activities of big mono-
polies. ] i

We find that in the ‘‘Arsenal of
Democracy” the monopoly capitalists,
through their international cartels, are
not only sabotaging the “war effort” by
withholding inventions and patents
and thus limiting the production of
essential war ‘goods; they are directly
aiding the Nagzis by continuing therr
agreements to restrict the manufacture

of such essential war commodities as |

butyl rubber, magnesium, aluminium,
tungsten, carbide, drugs, dyestuffs and
other vital materials of war, in order
to’aid the monopolies of their German
afhliates.

There 1s not a single monopoly in
any capitalist country, Britain, Ger-
many, Irance, Japan and America,
which does not have international
cartel agreements, and which does
not attempt to continuc their agree-
ments despite the war.

Outstanding examples of the work-
ings of the American cartel system are
given by Art Preiss in the June issue
of the “Fourth International”. The
World Aluminium Cartel, which is a
combine of American, German, Brit
ish, French and Swiss interests, pooled
their resources, bought up all surpluses
and withheld them from the world
market, limiting world production and
fixing world prices. The same steps
have been taken by many other giant
concerns, including, The Chemical
and Dyestufls Cartel, Du Pont, 1.G.
Farbenindustrie,  British ~ Imperial
Chemical Industries;, the establishment
Kuhlman, the Mitsui interests of Japan
and Standard Oil Company.  For
these giant concerns who .control the
wealth and the means of prodiction
of nations, the war with the Axis is
not an itleological war, a war “against
fascism” or for - “freedom of the
peoples”, it is in the words of a-Stan-
dard Oil official “an unfortunate inter-
ruption in our trade.”

N Vod

BY -ROSE CARSOM

METHODS BY WHICH CARTELS
OPERATE

The methods by which the cartels
operate are further demonstrated by
Art Preis, They restrict the number
of producers by excluding independent
companies, and by limiting the quan-
tities produced, keep up Ericcs. The
fact- that they are thus sabotaging the
production of essential war goods does
not in any way deter them. Through
price fixing the same process continues.
When independent companies apply
for licences to produce certain goods
protected by American or British-Nazi
patents, they can only obtain such
licenses by agrecing to sell their pro-
ducts at the high prices established by
the cartels.

In addition to limiting production
so as to climinate competition, thz
cartels have sabotaged the war effort
by even more direct methods. By
giving the Nazis exclusive patents for
industrial processes of the utmost im-
portance to the prosecution of the war,
such as butyal rubber and synthetic
oil, they directly aid the Nazis.

Information of military value re-
lating to American and British produc-
tion was regularly provided to the
Nazis. In one American company’s

files, the Truman Arnold investigation

‘discovered a patent license for making
steam turbine engines uscd by the
Navy, with an agreement to furnish
Germany with duplicates of all corre-
spondence with the U.S, Navy, as well
as drawings worked out by the former.

The cartels’ withholding of military
information from the U.S. is another
important form of indirect aid being
given to the Nazis. The same source
reveals that American Companies
“have failed to give the government
information about the patents they
give the German interests, or to keep
the government informed of patents
secured from Germany.”

Standard O4i] gave to the German
firm, 1.G. Farben, the secret of syn-
thetic rubber manufacture, its acety-

lene process, and its method for pro-

ducing high octane aviation and syn-
thetic ‘petrol.. 'The tungsten carbide
formula of the General Electric Co.
was also given to fthe Nazis.

When Nazi and Italian fascist air
lines, prior to American entry into the
war, cauld ‘not secure fuel ifi #South

of synthetic gasolene.

America due to the Bntsh blockade,

Standard’s Brazilian subsidiary sup-
plied the necessary petrol in defiance
of objections from the American State
Department. The Standard ofhcials

claimed that they had contracts which
 they had to fulfil as a matter of *‘busi-

ness honour™.

Military 1information was supplied
to the Nazis through supplying Krupp
with the complete list of the sources
and amounts of royalties paid by its
tungsten _carbide licenses, General
Electric’s' Subsidiary Carboloy Inc.
kept the Nazis informed- on the num-
ber and lecation of plants producing
Tungsten carbide and the exact quan-
tities of this vital war metal being
produced -in America.

A. P. dispatch of April r7th, 1942,
stated that Du Pont “gave a German
Company dccess to military inform-
ation through the Remington Arms
Royalty payments on all tetracene
primer produced in America.”

After the outbieak ot war between
Germany and Britain, Standard Oil

.made an agreement with the British

oll interests, pooling patents for the
important hydrogenation and poly-
merisation. processes in the production
In order to get
this agreement, Standard had executed
a fake dissolution of its arrangement
with 1.G. Farben. But as E{te as
March 1940, as documents from Stan-
dard’s " files revealed, Standard was
secretly passing on to 1.G. Farben, all
the confidential data and technical
information *it was securing from the
British and other American oil firms
in ‘the Anglo-American pool.

Thus- the hypocrisy of the so-called
“war for democracy” is revealed in
all its hollowness. th
and combines ‘of both Britain and
America are -concerned with is' profits
and more profits. For the purpose of
protecting their profits they would
make agreements with the devil him-
self and even Hitler. They are not

‘in the least interested in a struggle

against Hitlerism. The only protec-
tion the workers have against fascism
at home or abroad would be by taking
power and expropriating the trusts
without compensation. Only then in
a. war waged by the workers in the
interests of the workers would the war
become a war against fascism, and not

a means whereby the monopolies and ;

trusts can further enrich themselves,

All that the trusts |

Collective fines are now impbscd on
vilages—and they are the most pov-
erty stricken villages in the world—
for suspected sabotage. The death
penalty is impesed for cutting tele-
phone wires. Anyone suspected of
causing fires is shot. For daring to
struggle against British rule thousands
of Indians are now being whipped and
beaten. '

Every day there comes news, even
through the close meshes of the censor-
ship, of further shootings of unarmed
Indian workers and peasants, of the
use of British troops to terrorise the
Indian people into submission, of thou-
sands of arrests,

But all in vain! The whip, the
lathi and the machine gun are proving
unable to cow the spirit of India’s
masses. The' movement, far from
having been put down, has now spread
from the cities to the country.
the peasants as well as the workers
are demonstrating their burning hatred
of the foreign yoke. i
' a sort of “gentleman’s agree-
ment’’ the British press: has played
down the Indian events in an effort
to make them seem -trivial. But one
Correspondent has pointed out that the
movement continues “‘with surface
demonstrations reduced in the cities,
although still beiling up in the vil-
lages, and with the movement gener-
ally spreading “underground”,

Who can believe that ;’nything has
been solved by the campaign of re-
pression?  Who ‘can’ believe that ‘the
movement for
crushed? « The agitated behaviour of
leading circles in India shows that
they at least do not believe this.
Steadily the mass pressure from below
and. the serietisness of the struggle of
the workers and peasants ‘is pushing
all Partes and a{)l leaderships Left-
ward. The “London . Times’ has
pointed out that no“Rarty in India
which does not at least claim to stand
for independence can hope any longer
to be taken scriously. Even the re-
actionary “Hindu Mahasabha” has
issued a resolution calling for an im-
mediate declaration of the independent
status of India. Thke same resolution

asserts that il the British Government
does not respond to its demand the
Mahasabha will be compelled to revise

il B |
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liberation has - been.

its programme and devise ways and
means whereby Britain and her Allies
“will rcalise that India, as a self-
respecting nation can no longer be
suppressed.’y

This in itself indicates the tremend-
ous scope of the movement that is
sweeping the Indian masses. So also
do the frantic efforts of leaders of all
parties and sections to reach some sort
of a compromise. The “rebel” Raja-
gopalachari has been forced to return
to the camip of Gandhi and Nehru,
by the fact that outside of some sort
of movement for liberation, his voice
was merely being projected into a
vacuum.

Desperate efforts are being made to
reach a solution from above. But all
that this indicates is that all sections
of the leadership, including Gandhi
and the Congress leaders, are afraid
of a solution from below. |

But neither the efforts of the Brit-
ish Press to belittle the movement nor
the efforts of the Indian leaders to
achieve a ecompromise can dam up the
movement, For the Indian Revolution
draws its strength from the efforts of
400 million people to achieve a stan-
dard of living above that of animals;
to emerge from their black cave of
backwardness into the world of civil-
isation and culture.

- Read what the Delegation sent by
the India League in 1932 had to say
about housing conditions :

- ""Our first impression was that of the
slums of Poona, a town which is a
summer resort of H.E, the Governor
of Bombay. In the slum area, on less
than one acre of ground, at least 500
humans and a number of cows, calves,

goats, etc., were accommodated. 'The
mud huts were roofed with old kero-

sene oil tin sheets, thatch, and all sorts

of scrap material, and the walls were
about. 4 feet high.
windows and no sanitary arrange-
ments. Our friend who accompanied
us told us that practically every infant
under three years was drugged with
opium.
the housing estates of the Poona Muni-
cipality, where there were good houses
with sanitary provision and open space.

The working class tenements in the
miil area, Perambur, Madras, were
small mud-builit houses, with hardly
any ventilation, overcrowded and dark,
but kept scrupulously clean inside.
Outside, however, were cesspools of
stagnant water. There was no proper
grainage. In Calcutta, as in every
other town, there are open drains

Not far from there, we saw’

. capital, beat every record.

s

There were no ' (inue to live in luxury and opulence in
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N MASSES LIVE
LIKE ANIMALS .

WHILE BRITISH IMPERIALISTS ARE SHOUTING TO THE WHOLE WORLD, THEIR LOVE

¥OR FREEDOM OF ALL NATIONS, THEY HAVE BEEN BUSY TEACHING THE INDIANS
EXACTLY WHAT THEY MEAN BY THIS.

They have refused the request of the Indian nationalists ta grant the right of self determination,
and have replied to the protests of the masses with a brutal and savage repression, which
Hitler’s savageries against the peoples of occupied Europe.

parallels

Which emit stench, onge- you move into

the quarters where the poor live.

In Bexwada, Guntur, Cuttack and
almost every other place where we
went we saw the ‘‘houses’” in the
slums, into which humans could hardly
crawl, but for which the inmates paid
ground rents. Delhi, the Imperial
We passed
through alleys where we could not
breathe on account of the stench; we
called on a few railway workers who
lived in what were literally boxes with-
out windows or any other opening
whatever for ventilation, the ‘‘front
door’’ being rows of planks. - These
places were not and could not have
been, built originally for human habit-
ation, The man inside sits up all
night, as there is no room for him to
stretch himself out. We did not meas-
ure thése places, but we would judge

| them to be about 3 feet by 4 or 41 feet

each. Imperial Delhi staggers the im-
agination; its slums have made an un-
forgettable impression on our minds.”

It 1s in defence of such inestimable
benefits of Imperial rule as these that
the Indian people ‘are being asked (or
-ather {'Jrth'.rEd) to ﬁght side by side
with their “allies”. It is with stories
of the Japanese imposing something
worse, that Amery & Company try to

‘frighten” the Indians into, co-oper-

ation with them.

The report of the Bengal Health
Department for 1927 had to admit
that: “The Bengal peasantry feed so
badly that even rats could not live
more than five weeks on such a diet.
The population is so terribly weakened
that it is quite incapable of resisting
the slightest infection. Last year
120,000 died of cholera, 250,000 of
malaria, 350,000 of tuberculosis, and
100,000 of enteric.  The _conditions
today of the masses, not only in this
province, but in the whole of India
are if anything considerably worse.
Meanwhile on this background of mis-
ery, the British administrators con-

their clubs with whisky and soda and
all the other privileges of the Sahibs.
The Indian capitalists and

starved masses. And the contrast be-
tween these unbearable conditions and
those of their masters, is driving the
masses in India to.take to the road of
struggle. The reply of the Bourbons
of British Imperialism to unarmed
demonstrations has been bullets. Per-
haps they believe that by these means
they will convince the Indian workers
and peasants how much better off they
are under the British Raj than they
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faunt their luxury in front of the half-
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Shipowners
- Sabotage

Output

Continued from page 3

shipyard industry with whiech / Sir
James Lithgow is associated, is design-
ved primarily for building the big, slow
steam vessels. His concern for post
war profits has been revealed 'by the
British Iron and Steel Federation, of

which he is President, in their fear of

creating ‘“‘excess capacity’’ in the con-
struction of steel plants needed now,
but which they would have fo scrap
after the war.

The Twelfth report of the Select

. committee throws a nasty, though well

merited, slur, upon the ‘‘patriotism™
of such Controllers as Sir James and
his ilk when 1t suggests, that the intro-
duction of any ruling that controllers
should sever connections with their

businesses "‘would deprive the Govern- .

ment in wartime of men in a position
to render invaluable help to the State.”

It is such people who are directing
the war industries. ‘The list of the

Controllers is cluttered up with the

names of those who, prior to the war,
were busily engaged in destroying Brit-
am’s productive capacity, in closing
mills, mines and shipyards all over the
country. Tt is they who are now to
get down to ‘‘reorganising’’ the indus-
tries that they themse¢lves so efficiently
disbrganised.

The policy of the government of
handing ~ontrol of industry over to
the representatives of finance eapital
has met a growing volume of adverse
criticism. “‘The system, states the
Economist, has come to its finest flower
since the war, with every trade ‘ con-
trolling * itself and with the nation
left wondering why its productive
effort iz so sluggish.”

The Admiralty has been forced to
1ssue an apologia in defence of those
responsible for the restriction of out-
put. 1t is claimed that twenty-three
establishments closed by the National
Shipbuilders Security have mow been
reopened. At the Annual meeting of
the NSS held in 1936, Sir James Lith-
gow, presiding stated that 149 berths,
capable of an annual output of one
million tons had been closed, - others
were closed on g care and maintenance
basis. . It i1s because of this policy of
the present Controller and his friends
that present shipbuilding capacity is
well below the strength of 1930. It is
their present policy that is sabotaging
100 per cent production. '

C‘hief of Production, Mr. Lyttleton,
has spoken of the widespread ‘“‘frust-
ration and discontent’” among the
workers. Can 1t be wondered asg the
workers contrast their sacrifices with
those of the capitalists. In the dock-
vards lowering wage values and wors-
ening conditiong are contrasted to the
Ca’CCanny of the shipowners. The
viciouns penalties meted.out to workers
who violate the bosses anti-labour laws
are compared to the ease-with which
the capitalists can obstruct output in
the interests of post war profits,

Not along the lines of class collabor-
ation and looking up to the capitalists
can the way forward bhe found. Now

more, than ever before it is necessary

to reassert the solidarity and confid-
ence of the workers in the strength of
their own independent organisations.

By placing shipping under the con-
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of nations, the war with the Axis is
not an ideological war, a war “against
fascism™ or for - “freedom of the
peoples™, it is in the words of a Stan-
dard Oil official “an unfortunate inter-
ruption in our trade.”

thetic petrol.. The tungsten carbide
formula of the General Electric Co.
was also given to the Nazis.

When Nazi and Italian fascist airr
lines, prior to American entry into the
war, could not securc fuel in South

power and  expropriating the trusts
without compensation. Only then in
a. war waged by the workers in the
interests of the workers would the war
become a war against fascism,
a mecans whereby the monopolies and
trusts can further enrich themselves.

and not |

i
:

| actionary “Hindu "Mahasabha” has |

issued a resolution calling for an im-
mediate declaration of the independent
status of India, The same resolution
asserts that it the British Government
docs not respond to. its demand the
Mahasabha will be compelled to revise

- Conference Discussed

duntimmd j’?'ﬂm page 1

British imperialism; to the German,
French and European Trotskyists lan-
guishing in the concentration camps of
Hitler - and Mussolini; and to
heroic Russian workers and peasants
in their unparalleled resistance against
thé forces of German imperialism.” To
all those revolutionaries throushout
the world highting for the establish-
ment of a socialist society, persecuted
by fascist reaction on the one hand,
and “dcnmcmtiﬂ:”-i11'1pcri:tli.~'m'1 on the
other, our messages of solidarity are
cemented in our expressed determin-
ation to overthrow imperialism which
alone will lead to the salvation of the
workers of the world.

Basing ourselves on the principles

of the Fourth International, Conferences

formally adopted the theses of our
international “ War and the World
Revolution” and “The Transitional
Programme of the Fourth Internation.
al.” From there, discussions were held
on all the major issues confronting us :
India, the Perspectives and Tasks of
the British workers in the coming
period, a programme for our members
in the Trade unions and factories, as
well as the more detailed question of
the new Constitution. Whiclle time did
not permit for discussion on a resolu-
tion on our Military Policy, the mili-
tary policy of our international move-
ment’ was unanimously endorsed.

FREEDOM FOR TNDIA

In the midst of the profound events
taking place in India, with the Indian
masses hammering at the gates of
reedom, the Conference condemned
the actions of the British imperialists
in their brutal suppression of the
Indian people and castigated their
lackeys 1n the labour movement for
supporting the oppressors, The de-
mand was made for the immediate
release of all political prisoners; the
granting of unconditional freedom for
India on the basis of a Constituent As-
sembly and the arming of a free India
to defend herself against imperialist
aggression,

IN DEFENCE OF THE
SOVIET UNION

The Conference reaffirmed the
policy of the Fourth International on
the Soviet Union: Recognising Russia
as 2 workers’ state, despite the degen-
eracy of the Stalinist burcaucracy, and
accepting the formula of “uncondition-
al defence of the Soviet Union? s
claborated by Comrade Trotsky, We
assist the struggle against the onslaught
f German 1mperialism not by fgul
zapitulation to Churchill and the rul-
ng cl'éiésigh the bitter enemies of the
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workers’ state; not by accepting the

capitalist programme of so-called “ de-

fence of the Soviet Union”, but by
demanding the sending of aid to the
Soviet Union under the control of the
trade unions and workers’ committees
and by continuing the fight for the
overthrow of Britush imperialism and
the establishment of a workers’ Britain.
Only in this way can we assist the
Soviet workers to overthrow the Stalin-
ist bureaucracy in their struggle for the
re-establishment of workers’ control
and return to the aims and methods
of Lenin and Trotsky,

PERSPECTIVES FOR THE
COMING PERIOD

The most important  discussions
centred around the Thesis on Perspec-
tives for Britain for the coming period
and the tasks of the
nationalists. ~This thesis had been cir-
culated throughout the organisation for
two months prior to the Conference
and had been discussed in all the
locals. In it is analysed the trend of

Fourth Inter-

bourgeoisie rests in the failure of the
leadership of the workers to offer an
alternative to continued -capitalist
rule, which they justify with the
threat from *‘ foreign fascism .
Nevertheless the ‘distrust and hostil-
ity towards the ruling class is in-
creasing within all strata  of the
population. The eyes of the workers
cannot remain closed to tMe incapac-
ity and corruption of bourgeois rule,
It confronts them in every sphere of
their daily lives. This awakening is
preparing for a ravolutionary wave of
such titanic proportions that even
ithe great struggles of Spain and
France will appear lilliputian. Fas-
cism could only arise in the event of
a defeat of this movement resulting
from the betrayal of the Labour and
Stalinist Parties, and _if we do not
succeed in gaining the support of the
decisive section of the British work-
ers.”

The document demonstrates the way
in. which the capitalist class has been
forced to rely on the Labour and trade
union leaders, and how these leaders
have become integrated with the cap-
italist state machine, -How the rising
discontent of the workers is pushing

developments of British imperialism,

its decline as a first rate power as a
result of the defeats on the military
fronts and her ever increasing depend-
ence on American impertalism. Re-
sulting from Britain’s defeats, her loss
of markets and raw materials, great
social and political convulsions are in
the process of maturing which can
find no outlet other than through
revolutionary channels. The under-
lying theme thm-ugﬁmlt- the perspec-
tive 1s the inevitable revolution which
is coming in Britain.
““The bourgeoisie has no reserve
weapons at the present time. The
ruined middie class; the dissatisfied
workers; the lack of confidence of
the ruiers themselves all lay the
basis, not for a turn in the direction
of Fascism, but for the most revolu-
tionary period in British history,
The fragile basis for the rule of the

Read Workers Inter

The Tasks and Perspectives of The
4th Internationalists in Britain

PREPARING FOR POWER

The Thesis Adopted at the National
- Pre-Conference of Workers International
League, held on Aug. 22-23rd 1942

the trade union and labour bureau-
crats, including the majority of the
parliamentary representatives, will
be forced into an open break with

the capitalist class and a breaking of
the coalition.”’ i

The document goes on to deal with
the possibility of a section of the Lab-
our Lefts breaking to fuse with the
[.LI..P., together to form the basis for a
new centrist organisation and the
tactics of the revolutionary s\ocialists
in that event. § : 5 A

No unimportant section of  the
thesis is that dealing with the role of
the Communist Party and its strike
breaking activities in the industrial
field. Of great significance to the
growth of the revolutionary party is
that section of the Communist Party
which is being driven out and expelled
for refusing to accept the new treacher-
ous line and which must be drawn into
the ranks of the Fourth International.

Britain is entering a pre-revolution-
ary period. This must be the motiv-
ating force of our policy in the immed-
iate struggles which lie ahead.

national News

-~

a section of the Labour leaders to the
left 10 order to kccp a hold on the
lefeward nioving masses . . .

““A split in the Labour Party is
inevitable. The thoroughly rotten
and decayed elements of the extreme
right wing will step over into the
camp of the ruling class as did
MacDonald. The left will be driven
io break the coalition and form an
open opposition in parliament, and
~what is more, they will almost cer-
tainly gain a majority. In 1931 in
spite of the demoralisation of the
masses; only the most degraded and
corrupt of the labour bureaucracy

went openly over to the camp of the
class enemy.”

‘“Already at the first signs of a
critical spirit awakening, the Labour
“lefts’’ have been forced into oppos-
ition. On the basis of the rising
wave_ of discontent with potential
revolutionary implications, it is in-
evitable that the decisive section of

Fre—rmﬂ-lutiunar}r period offers “the most
ayourable opportunities for the growth
and development of our party.

“The disproportion in the situation
in Britain lies in the lack of ' relation-
ship between the ripeness pf the ob-
jective situation and the i mmaturity
and weakness of our org anisation,”
says the thesis. Prosfects of a
swift impulsion of the ma: ises Ieading
to a spectacular growth oi’ the organ-
isation on the lines of the P.O.U.M.
In the Spanish revolutior ), are rooted
in the situation. But only if we
realise the scope of tr,e tasks and
possibilities which histo.ry has piaced
before us. We will rir o o the situ-

ation only if in the in/ erim, skelefon |

cadres are . built ti yroughout the
country. These cadr ps would serve
as the bones on whic’ h the body of a
powerful organisatior y gould be built
up from the new ar d fresh recruits
who will come towa rds us in thou-
sands as the crisis ¢ jeveiups,

i
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rhe working class tenements In the | those ol their masters, 15 driving the

mill area, Perambur, Madras, were
small mud-buiit houses, with hardly
any ventilation, overcrowded and dark,
but kept scrupulously clean inside.
Outside, however, were cesspools of
stagnant water. There was no proper
grainage. .In Calcutta, as in every
other town, there are open drains

Tasks

These tasks must be accomplished.
Our untrained and untested organ-
isation will, within a few years at
most, be hurled into the turmoil of
the revolution. The problem of the
organisation, the problem of building
the Party, goes hand in hand with
the revolutionary mobilisation of the
masses. Every member wust raise
himself and herself to the under-
standing that the key to world his-
tory lies in our hands. The corguest
of power is on the order of ihe cay
in Britain—but only if we Tnd the
road to ithe masses. :

Revolutionary audacity can achieve
everything. - The organisation must
consciously pose itself and see irself
as the decisive factor in the situation.

This was the message; this was the
spirit which permeated the conference
proceedings.

- THE FUTURE IS OURS

'Comparml to the Conferences of the
Labour Party and the Communist
Party, : the gathering at the Holborn
Hall was a small one. But it was a
gathering that is destined to play a
decisive role in the coming revolution-
ary struggles. For, as Comrade Trot-
sky predicted, tomorrow our party will
be the party of millions. What separ-
ates us and guarantees our future is
thc power of our ideas. The great
Labour and Communist Parties on the
Continent had millions of members
and tens of millions of supporters.
But they were swept aside at the first
onward rush of fascist reaction. Their
programmes failed to measure up to
the test of history and their mass or-
gansations were rendered impotent.

The dclegates assembled at the Con-
ference were conscious that their ideas,
the ideas of Lenin and Trotsky, alone
had stood the test of history. That
only their programme could face up
to the tremendous tasks in the coming
period. The Communist Party and
the Labour Party could grovel on their
knees before Churchill and the imper-
ialist rulers, they could rally mass
demonstrations and parades, but their
programme of capitulation and con-
cessions to the capitalists, of  strike-
breaking against their fellow workers
did not semve the interests of the
workers or fit in with their aspirations.
Only the programme of the Fourth
International was capable, of doing
that.

Conscious of the tremendous tasks
and obstacles confronting our numeri-
cally weak forces, the delegates were
not intoxicated - with modest achieve-
ments already made. They returned
to their localities with renewed deter-
mination, vigour and hope in the
future of the working class, in the
future of their party as the instrument
which will le_acf to the victory of the

i socialist revolution.
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masses 1n India to.take to the road of
struggle. Th~ reply of the Bourbons
of British Imperialism to unarmed
demonstrations has been bullets. Per-
haps they believe that by these means
they will convince the Indian workers
and peasants how much better off they
are under the British Raj than they
would be under Japanese rule. If
they had deliberately intended to push
the masses into supporting the Japan:
ese Imperialists they could devise no
better methods to do so than the re
pressive methods they have adopted.
The interests of the British workers
are bound up with the fate of the
Indian masses. Victory for the re-
volution in India would strike a death
blow at Japanese and British—indeed
all Imperialisms.  British workers
fnust demand an end to the rcgime
of bullets and the whip which is being
imposed on India. Let the Incli__:m
people have the right to determine
their own Government : A frée Consti-
tuent Assembly for India and the arm-
ing and organising of the Ipdiuns
under their own control to defend a

free India!
§
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are compared. to the ease with which
the capitalists can obstruct output in
the interests of post war profits.

Not along the lines of class collabor-
ation and looking up to the capitalists
can the way forward be found. Now
more, than ever hefore it is necessary °
to reassert the solidarity and confid-
ence of the workers in the strength of
their own independent organisations.

By placing shipping under the con-
trol of the shop stewards and the tech-
nicians, production of shipping would
be enormously. increased. Not only
that, but the conditions of the workers
in the shipping industry would be im-
measurably improved. The shipping
bosses ruthlessly destroyed shipvards
capable of building a million tong of
shipping in peace time. What did
they care if- this meant unemplovment
and hunger for teng of thousands of
shipping workers, so long as their pro-.
fits were protected. So in war time,
they sabotage the production of ship-
ping where this conflicts with their
post-war prospects of profits. At the
same time they let out howls against
the workers for “‘slacking’’’.

Tt is time that this farce was ended!
For inereased production and decent
conditions apd wages demand workers’
control of shipbuilding by the workers!

Make an end to the shameful profit-
hunting of the shipping bosses. Nat-
ionalise the shipping industry without

Russia’s Greatest All

Continued from page 1

tering into a treaty of alliance
with Great Britain, which
‘guarantees the British Empire

' N

for 20 years’,

-But the whole position of the

Soviet Union makes it clear and
unmistakable that only the inde-
pendent action of the workers in
other countries can save the
country of the October Revolu-
tion from disaster. Stalin and
the bureaucracy have led it to
the very edge of the abyss. A
continuation of the policies both
inside and outside the U.S.S.R.
will mean that imperialism will
push the first workers state over
that edge. '

The British workers have left

no doubt as to their enthusiasm

compensation !

for the struggle of the Soviet
masses against Fascism. But
that enthusiasm and that eager-
ness to help have amounted in
Practice to exactly nothing, for
they have been diverted into the
channels of the imperialist

government by the Labour and

Trade Union and Communist
Party leaders.

If that will to give real assist-
ance 1s to be translated into

action then it can only do so on
the road of independerice.
For a Workers’ Government in

Britain which will appeal to the Ger-
man workers to overthrow Hitler and

establish the United Socialist States'
of Europe!
‘ '
Fu_r a Revolutionary War against
Fascism!

Support_ Irish Freedom

Continued from page 1-

of the heroic Irish youth, The be-
trayal of the Communist Party in Ire-
land, which is lining itself up with
the . pogomist Orange government, is
a further factor which is driving the
youth in despair to the blind alley of
the adventurous and impotent terror-
ism of the I.LR.A.

Not by such methods can the Irish
gain their freedom. Only by the
mobilisation of the workers, Protestant

and Catholic, around their common '

needs and interests, can Ulster be rid
of the sectional strife and face the
imperialists in one united force.

British workers must demand the
ending of the Partition. Full national
treedom to be given to the Irish
people. | The interests of the Irish
workers and the interests of the British
workers are one and the same.

The “Socialist Appeal” will fight
ceaselessly - for the ending of the
oppression in Ulster! For the esding
of the Exceptional Laws and for the:
Restoration of Democracy in Ulster !
We will fight ceaselessly for the end-
ing of the partition and the restoration
of Freedoth to a United Ireland! For *
the Unity of the Irish and British
Workers! /
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