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~ BY BILL DAVY -
THE THREAT MADE IN DECEMBER LAST BY THE MINISTRY OF FUEL THAT
IF THE MINERS OF WHITBURN COLLIERY, Co. DURHAM FAILED TO PRODUCE

8,000 TO 10,000 TONS OF COAL

HAS BEEN CARRIED INTO

CLOSE DOWN,

On Sunday, 27th May, 700 miners,
representing the Harton Group, met
for three hours to discuss the position
and passed the following resolution;

“We as a Federation Board hereby
declare our apprehension that, in
closing No. 1 pit, Bevin Boys and
directed Labour are béing returned
to the exclusion of men’ who have
worked at Marsden  all their lives,
and we declare our opposition ‘th

“such a policy.

“This board therefore asks for a
conference between the D.MLA., the
Federation Board, Mr. Hornshy
(Coal Controller) and the owners,
with a view to arriving at an agree-
ment to maintain the empioyment
of the men who are to be directed
to other collieries.”

The miners’ Lodge
Rowley, declared:

“We ate determined to carry this
fight to a conclusion and to harness
all T.U. and political institutions in
branch and county to prevent the
transfer of men from Whitburn to
other areas. We are going to Dur-
ham City tomorrow to meet the
executive <committee to persuade
them to use the full power of our
organisation to assist the workers of
Whitburn and to prevent the dis-
miszal of men from taKing place
on fune 8th”

“The men are
attitude of Hornsby and the owners
in taking such aetion only 17 days
e athe and of the war in Europe

secretary, J.
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than work this at a decreased rate
of profits, these bloodsuckers prefer
to close the pit at the expense of the

miners and concentrate on more
profitable seams.
As we reported in the “ Socialist

Appeal” last December:

“There is a constant attempt by
the management to introduce
niggling economy measures such as
saving on explosives, which throws
extra work on to the fillers who
have first to hew the large lumps
before loading. These innumerable
pin pricks have made the arduous
work of the miners intolerable. The
substitution of a double unit by a
single unit conveyer belt, 200 yds.
long, has proved to be the last
straw.

“ This new machine is constantly
breaking down under the additional
weight of coal and the additional
strain on the inferior beiting and

accessories, Its installation has
meant ' a revision of production
methods. Everything depends on

the maintenance of the * eycle of
operations.” The management ciaim
that in order to get the output
through the use of this machinery,
that it is necessary for the workers
to remain at work and make up for
__tHe time lost due to breakdowns, ete.
__This means that the full' burden of
“nefficient and inferior machimery

and an equally inefficient manage-
ment is thrown on to' the backs of

the already overburdened workers

BEVIN

WEEK, THE PIT WOULD BE CLOSED DOWN,
ON JUNE $th WHITBURN No.1 PIT IS TO

this fashion, but the long familiar
spectre of idle pits will not be pre-
vented from raising its head in a
more chronic form in the near future.

Coals is still urgently needed, both
in. Burope and in Britain. But the
coal owners are more intent on teach-
the miners a ‘“lesson” than in pro-
ducing coal. Even at the height of
military necessities the coal owners
worked only' the most profitable
seams. Now that the pressure of
military needs has been removed, they
are preparing to viciously attack the
conditions of the miners. Hardly has
the last shot been fired in the
FEuropean battlefield, before the coal
owners advance to the attack upon the
miners conditions. Whitburn is just
the beginning, 3

(Continued on baclk page.)

FORTHCOMING GENERAL ELECTION.

“ﬁhploymem) and wage cuts are begin-
2

{ ‘Churchill wants a General Election
now because, to wait till the autumn
would mean almost certain defeat for
the Tories. He is trying to cash in on
the immediate effects of '‘victory’’ on
the psychology of the masses, before
e real results of the war become ap-
parent. Already ‘‘redundancy ” (un-

g to assume sizeable proportions. To
wait till the autumn when his post-war
programme will be revealed in all its
nakedness would be to risk almost cer~
fain defeat.
~ In foreing an immediate election, the
.Tori("s ealenlate on disfranchising, ac-
cording to the estimate of the capital-
jat paper, the ‘“‘Observer '’, one million
Vlectors. The overwhelming bulk of
‘these —=vacuees, service men, and

transferred war workers—would have
w#oted for Labour.

{ In addition to this,
swing to the holiday period, many
working class votes will be lost in such

|industrial areas as Lancashire, where
it is estimated that half a. million
‘workers votes would be lost.

The ‘‘Socialist Appeal'' has consist-

ently warned that the Tories would

hreak the coalition and force an elec-
{1%tion at a time most suitable to them:>
selves,

Nevertheless, in spite of all this,
Liahour counld still gain an overwhelm-
ing majority at the polls, if they came
forward, and fearlessly ¥6ld the work-

ors the truth about the situation in
Britain and the world., and gave a
clear, fighting alternative, But the
Lahour leaders are implicated in the
black record of the coalition govern-
ment: they supported reaction abroad

and propped up the exploiters at home,
The excuse of the Labour leaders for
this was the danger from Hitler. But
now Hitler is gone; this excuse no
longer remains valid.

ORDER OF LENIN

For U.S. Millionaire

The former U.S.A. A'mhlmsmlorl:.ﬂo a class, to whit: special privileges,
the Soviet Union, the mi ré | higher standards of living and the
Joseph E. Davies, has been & |2 llike, . . " :

e Order of Lenin' by G oo HI

This unabashed and open represent.
ative of capitalism is rewarded for his
sérvices to Stalin in slandering iilc

P <+ I

e dleve Harly, who was appareniily
interested in the question; he wrote,

“These Commissars certainly treat

"themselves well. . . .” To Pat Harrison,

|I»‘nf.
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TILL. THE WAR WITH JAPAN WAS OVER OR FACE AN IMMEDIATE ELECTION.

HITBURN PITTO CLOSE

Plenty of Coal-but No Profits

NO INDIAN FREEDOM

That the Labour leaders have no in-
tention of breaking with the past, was
demonstrated by their acceptance of
full responsibility of British imperial-
ism’s war against Japan. While con-
demning the Japanese oppression of
the colonial peoples, they refused to
give freedom to the peoples oppressed
by British imperialism. Bevin stated:

1 have a feeling that that country
regretted she did not accept the
Cripps proposals. My Labour col-
leagues would be with me in saying
1 would add to the Indian govern-
ment year by year more and more
responsibility and let them take it.
If we are returned,’”’ Bevin promised,
‘“‘we will close the India Office and
transfer its business to the Domin-
ions Office . . . ”’

The coalition government had te
shoot down thousands and imprison
tens of thousands of Indians for refus-
ing to accept the fake Cripps propos-
als. Now Bevin offers nothing better.

LABOUR’'S PROGRAMME OF

NATIONALISATION—IS
NOT SOCIALISM

The previous Labour Party Comfer-
ence passed a resolution for the mat-
ionalisation of all big industry, land,
banks, ete. The rank and file who are
at-all socialist conscious know that this
is the only solution. The leadership
violated that Conferente decision by
including in its General Election Pro-
gramme only the nationalisation with
compensation of iron and steel, coal
and fuel, the Bank of England, and
inland transport. Using the advantage
of the election crisis, the Lahour lead-
ers steam-rollered the conference into
accepting this watered down policy.

What does this programme mean?
Is it socialism? Not even Morrison
wonld assert that. Will it solve the
problems of the British workers? Let
us examine the programme.

The Bank of England to be national-
ised, but the other Big Banks which
together with the Insurance companies
rule the country, are to remain under
private - ownership. A similar pro-
gramme was carried out by the Labour
Party of Sweden where the Central
Bank is a national bank. But enquir-
ies in 1935 revealed that the four priv-

S FORCE ELECTION

CHOOSE THEIR OWN TIME
1,000.000 WORKERS CHEATED OUT OF VOTES

THE LABOUR PARTY CONFERENCE THIS YEAR WAS DOMINATED BY THE PROSPECI OF THE
I FACED WITH THE PRESSURE OF THE RANK AND FILE, THE
LEADERSHIP WAS COMPELLED TO ACCEPT CHURCHILL'S ULTIMATUM TO STAY IN THE COALITION

AN 57 T T
ate banks in Sweden controlled 79 per
cent of all Swedish Joint Stock com-
panies! "

By merc control of the Bank of Eng-
land, it will be impossible to envisage
state monopoly of foreign trade. With-
out such a monopoly, the big private
banks which control the entire foreign
exchange, can ultimately determine:
what is to be producted in Britain;
what is to be imported into Britaing
and what is to be exported from Brit-
ain. ,

The private banks can also, under
private enterprise, engineer a flight of
capital from the country, and thus
again play the same game as they did
in 1931.

S0 much for the promises as far as
banking is concerned.

The Labour leaders promised to nat-
ionalise iron and steel, coal -and fuel,
and inland transport. The post office
18 nationalised under capitalist control
and the post office workers are no
better off than workers in other in-
dustries. To -avoid disharmony be-
tween themselves and the capitalists,
they promuse to pay adequate compen-
sation. But many sections of the
capitalist class even are demanding
nationalisation of certain industries in
their own interests. Because wthout
cheap coal and cheap steel, the entire
British export industry will be crip-
pled. After all, compensation will give
them a possibility of withdrawing their
capital from those Industries which are
declining in face of world competition,
and divert their money into industries
yielding a higher rate of profit. By this
means they will unload the burden of
whe chaos in the coal and other in-

dustries onto the shoulders of the
working class. /

The Labour 5 <
leaders made

great play of
their policy of re-
taining “controls”
of the industries
which will not be
nationalised. But
Churchill also
wishes to retain
“ controls” where
necessary in the
interests of the
capitalist class.

MORRISON
(Continued on Back Page.)

REDUNDANCY DEMO’S

L



organisation
Whitburn and te prevent the dis-
missal of men from taKing place
on Junre 9th” A

attitude of Hornsby and the owners

fn taking such aetion only 17 days

after the end of the war in Europe

despite the services rendered by the

men during the war and think that

such treatment is most unreason-

able.”

The- responsibility for the closing
down of the pit gests entirély on the
shoulders of the owners. It is their
chaotic control, motivated and deter-
mined solely by their lust for profit
which has been incapable of removing.
the causes, inadequate, insufficient
machinery, etc., and has prevented the
miners from producing the required
tonnage. ‘The pit can still yield
27,000,000 tons of coal, biit, rather
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to remain at work and make up for

4 _.the time lost due to breakdowns, ete.

" This means that the full' burden of

" “inefficient and inférior machinery

and an equally inefficient manage-
ment is thrown on to the backs ofg
the already overburdened workers
who claim that the demand made
by the management, and backed up
by the Regional ‘Fuel Controller,
that the miners accede to working
the extra hours is in direct contra-
vention of the Mines Acts which lay
down that T hours plus one wind

(approximately T2 hrs.) shall con-

stitute a shift, and that any addi-

tional hours are to be worked only
in cases of emergency.”

No amount of negotiation with the
mine owners or Ministry of Fuel can
possibly solve the problem. Tempor-
ary settlements may be arrived at in

EXPELLED I.L.P.E®

JOIN

THE UNDERSIGNED COMRADES
MEMBERS OF

RECENTLY, PROMINENT
WERE ALL OFFICIALS
COUNCIL. THEY HAD
FROM TWO TO
BY THE WIDER
THE LEADERS

OF THE
GIVEN SERVICE
TWENTY YEARS, AND WERE RECOGNISED
WORKING CLASS MOVEMENT AS
OF THE LLP. IN THE

R.C.P.

WERE, UNTIL
THE LLP. AND

NORTH EAST DIVISIONAL
TO THE LL.P. FOR

NORTH EAST.

ONE OF THEM, COMRADE DAN SMITH, WAS A MEMBER

OF THE NATIONAL

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL.

The following is a statement they have submitted for
publication in the “ Socialist Appeal.”
STATEMENT OF EXPELLED MEMBERS

We, the undersigned, have recently
been expelled from the T.L.P. after
periods of membership varying, from 2
to 20 years. We were expelled at the
Faster Conference (1945) for that in-
creasingly comimon torime’ . f‘Trot-
skyism.”” The leadership of the 1P,
has joined the unholy alliance of anti-
Trotskyists and chopped off the North
Fast Divisional leadership of the Party.
rather than be faced with a principled
political discussion inside the Party.

During the preparations for the
Faster Conference of the LL.P. the
North East Division was suspended
and its Conference resolutions declared
unconstitutional, This had the aim of
eliminating from the agenda the re-
solutions from the North East Division
to Annual Clonference. All this on the
basis of a technical and organisational
plea. Then, the N.A.C. of the 115 Vo
proposed the expulsion of certain mem-
bers of the N.E. Division. But at the
Faster Conferencea of the IL.P. all

the original organisational charges
were dropped, the mask was torn off
and the real reason for our expulsions
brought to light: we had adopted the
Trotskyist position.

We understood why the delegates
decided, by varying majorities, on our
expulsion. They had heen misled by
our internal political opponents—by a
series of slanders against us over a
long period—they believed they were
acting *in _the best interests of the
Party. We ask them to think again:
they were led to support our expul-
sions in order that Laski could give a
‘“‘favourable’’ report to the Labour
Party Executive, as we will later show.

We were won to the Trotskyists—
Fourth TInternationalist, position at
various dates inside the T.L.LP. We
were won to that policy hecause the
test of history confirmed the pro-
gramme of the Fourth International;

e
(Continued on page 5.)

i Grder of Lenin' by Gae s
This unabashed and open represent-
ative of capitalism iz rewarded for his

0ld Bolsheviks, and for services
rendered the Stalin regime in demon-
strating to world capitalism that
Stalinism was opposed to Socialist re-
volutions in other countries and
répresented no threat to werld
dapitalism as a

To give him the Order of Lenin is
an insult to the memory of the great
teacher and leader who fought for
world Socialism all his life, However,
in so doing, Stalin condemns his own
regime, for he gives official approval
to the published statements of Davies.
Here are a few of the points made by
Davies in his book “Mission to
Moscow!” in which he admiringly
portrays the changes in the Tregime
ad it was under Lenin and Trotsky
and as it mow is under Stalin:

“ The Russia of Lenin and Trotsky,
the Russia of the Bolshevik Revolu-
tion — no longer exists. Through
gradual, stern and often cruel evolu-
tion the Govermment has developed
into what is now a system of state
socialism operating on capitalistic
principles and steadily and irresistibly
swing to the right.” y

To emphasise this “evolution,” he
republishes a “strictly confidential”
letter to Cordell Hull, part of which
reads:

“The idea of a classless society has
been and is being destroyed in prae-
tice. The government itself is a
bureaucracy with all the indictia of

AMBASSADOR

Wealthiest diplomat in the wonld, taken with a section of
his priceless Art Collection.

sérvices to Stalin in slandering G’ themselves well. . |, "

The former U.S.A. Amba a class, to whit: special ivi

] L privileges,
the Soviet Union, the | e {hllghar standards of living and?!ghhe
Joseph E. Davies, has been ,__i;‘r;’like. ‘i .

i Steve Barly, who was apparenily
interested in the question; he wrote,
“These Commissars certainly treat
‘To Pat Harrison,
the Mississippi sociologist, he said:
“The bureaucracy live very well and
many have their country homes, or
dachas in the country.”

The idea of the world proletariai
and revolution has been set aside and
replaced with the idea of a nationalist
Russia.” :

“ Practically the only original Bol-
shevik leaders mow left are Stalin,
Kalinin and Voroshilov, ANl the
others have been banished or are
dead; many liquidated or shot.”

Quoting from his diary, the Belgian
Minister, De Tellier, whose opinions he
had noted:

“Personally I do not think that the
world is in any real danger from Com-
munism for many years to come.
Communism_won't work, It hasn't
worked here. . .. The crowd in power,
the Government . . . while professing
left ideas they are actualy projecting
rightist methods. . .

. Mrs., Davies
and I often talked about these flower
and perfume shops. It is one of the
sipmificant indisations of the drift
of this Government away from the
principles of Marxian Socialism. Herr
were shops owned' by the state, sell-
ing flowers in baskets at prices
ranging from two dollars in gold
value to fifteen dollars in gold value.
Fifteen dollars was the equivaiegt

of two weeks wages to the average
workman! ™

J. E, DAVIES,
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REDUNDANCY DEMO'S
IN LONDON AREA

Y 8.
ABOUT 6,000 LONDON

BORNSEIN

WORKERS EMPLOYED BY

NAPIERS MARCHED TO THE ACTON TOWN HALL ON

THURSDAY, 17th MAY, WHILST A DELEGATION OF
SHOP STEWARDS INTERVIEWED THE MAYOR. THE
BANNERS THEY CARRIED BORE SLOGANS: *“ WE

DEMAND WORK OR WAGES”, AND “HAS THIS WAR

BEEN IN VAIN TOO ?”

‘They told him that at least 2,000 of
the 8,000 employed in the Acton and
park Royal plants were to be made
redundant in the next two weeks.

The Mayor of Acton, a member of
the A.K.U., promised to do all he
could to raise the problem with the
local Employers’ Federation and off-
ered the demonstrators his support.

The demonstration then marched to
I1yde Park, where a Shop-steward ad-
dressed the workers saying: the work-
ers won the war, and now are going to
win the peace; we will not tolerate
another 1918, but will fight for jobs,
nomes, etc. :

His only method of fighting, how-
ever, was to urge the workers to go
to the Houses of Parliament to lobby
M.P.a!

Beverly Baxter, M.P., when asked
what he would do, said that the work-
ers of Napiers had had a good innings
of & years of good wages and con-
ditions, so they should now accept the
tact and make the best of it. Mr.
taxter and his class have had a far
longer innings of better wages and
conditions, so when they are out they
won't be ahle to complain either!

Lady Astor, that great fighter. for
the freedom of British Capitalism to
exploit a quarter of the earth’s sur-
race, told the women who interviewed
ner that they should be in the Land
Army instead of wasting their time on
demonstrations demanding work! One
of the girls retaliated that they were
gnite prepared to join the Tiand Army
on condition that Lady Astor should
drive the tractor!

The most sympathetic M.P. was
capt. Longhurst, Tory M.I*. for Acton |
With his eyes on the coming general
election he had a two hours discussion
with a delegation and promised to
raise the following question with the
various ministries:

1. What peace time commodities the

factory is capable of turning out.

9, That a 47 hour week be paid
whilst waiting for work.

3. What plans have the Government
got for the needs of the people.

This demonstration showed the rendi
ness of the Napier workers to defond
their interests. ' They had the {ull
support of the public who lined {h
pavements in their thousands and ox
pressed their solidarity with the d
monstrators in no uncertain fashion,

Naper workers must realise that pro
cessions and lobbying M..Ps is by no
means sufficient. What is needed i o
fighting policy for:

1. A 40 hour week.

2. Payment of wages during idlenoss,

3. Open the books for workers' In-

spection.

4. Sharing out the work without ro-

ductions in pay.

The Napier workers cannot haye
the slightest faith in the promises
made by Tory M.P.Js. The
Napier workers can only rely upon
their own strength and fighting power.
Demand that the union leaders—who

have paid lip-service to the above
demands—equal their words, ' with
deeds.

Following on this demonstration,

9,000 workers in the West Middlenox
area held a further march to Acton
Park on Tuesday, May 29th.

Here again was shewn the complol
bankruptey of the C.P. tactic of
monstrations and lobbying M. #
Many  workers commented thnt
apparently it was called onlv to booul

Ted Bramley, the prospective 1!
candidate for Acton.

Harry Shaw’s (3talinist convenor of
Napiers) only advice to the workers

was, ‘“ Have faith in your londers and
maintain disipline'! Show  forgets,

reconveniently, that the function of
leadership is to express the desires of
the rank and file and nol to lay down
a policy that the worlkors are supposed
to follow blindly,

Workers! We can no longer afford
to be pawns in the game of the L8l =
who ‘only use such oceasions te put
over their current political line, which
is capitulation to the bosses, cnd side-
stepping the real struggles which the
workers will be forced to conduet.

"LABOUR TO POWER WITH A

MAJORITY !
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SOCIALIST | APPEAL

JUNE,1945.

Italian C.P.
Conference

R.A.F., Italy.
o Comrndes,

Voll o doubt already have full details of
(ha ruoent Congress of the Italian Communist
Puily iIf not, the following brief summary
iy ba of Intereat:

s mnin resolution spoke of popular dis.
Gitlent with  the general situation, the
(eprivited esconomle situation due to specu-
\wlinie and  price Increnses and signs of a
Cobidetli of ¥asolmm which might cause a split
gt Northern and Southern Italy. It also
yupbelted  the Incronsing gulf between the

arpiment und the working class. (1)

in view of the situntion as outlined abovs,

Congross onlled for:

() An lasdinte conference of the National
Uonunoll of Liberation,
Adiminiutentive  eleotions
pnmilile

(01 Meorganiention of the Government,

e oxpressed desire for the
Willwtlon of  the Boclalist and Communist
Padtion nfter the ' liberation * of the North.
¢ alen hopsd for hn Improvement of relations

th Ohviatinn Democrats. -

Voliin il sntimnted the Influence of the party
Ituly am embracing approximately
gonl, of the entire population. The
host In the South, where the
| par cent In the North member-
soilly risen from 60,000 to 100,000.
wiresn clenrly shows that under con-
{ Inorensing economic hardships the

i as  soon A%

[(RTITCLT

ih

L

Wby Wia wel

wie moving to the Left, and the C.P.

) to the Right! It openly ex-

e fenr of the rising tide of working
willlaney - and  with good reason, for
¢ il iy well aweop nway, eventually,

Winiusighly resotionary Btalinist leadership.
1@ i thile lght that the move for afiliation
e Moolalisl Party must ba regarded,

sl the dealre for '“improved re-
hitia with 1ho renctionary Christlan
L

R IT) In

pol aven the falntest tinge of pink
e progrmmme of the Congross. On the
it penMrme morea strongly than ever
b opwlley of olpsn oollnboration and the com-
Phiidonmant of Moalalim

Wi ik L imt arly Congrosn generally
i the progrmme of the Congress, and
el

demiand wo enn support Is that

with the Moolalist Party, the
L sine il thoss for support-
Wetfigh O 's demand for afiliation
Purly In essence there Is
helwesn thelr pollcles

Mitiathim

i biliig

1]
1]

h [T

ML ST

ENTERPRISE
TH o« example of the
I Minliwiet  polloy. A Bulgarlan
thnt recontly visited Moscow
vl ive them the following
bl W the settlement of Bulgaria’s
Pubileinin
& leEnilan of
Edihad it lne
i I HETTHING riviher than the
PUABPENING of olass differences. (11)
| e feod ol privite  enterprise.
1 The B et of operntive farms,
UL G e meeused  of  equiveeation!
‘ ikl e  Councll of Ministers
i 1 4 destes  getting up  Labour Co-
{ WVEs Mk Voo T under  former adminls-
posoparntives  were &
Hulgarian village
il snstitites no  polutlon of the

PEAEE Y FOR

i spirit  of private

LIS Flbiirml

On Belgian
Arrests

Cambridge Mansions, S.W.11.
Dear Comrades, 26.5.1945.

I have beea asked to rectify the following
mistake:

In one of your recent issues you published
some notes on the situation in Belgium, and
stated ** two of our Trotskylst comrades have
been arrested. . . .’

It is, of course, most important that :you
have taken up this matter and expressed your
solidarity with these twoc comrades, Another
comrade, Dorremans, has since also been
arrested, and every effort to sceure their re-
leas= should be made on the part of the
Belgian and English comrades.

However, comrade George Vereeken would
be very grateful if you would make it clear
in the ** Socialist Appeal '’, that all three
comrades, i.e, Lowen, Dillans, and Dorremans,
are not members of the official Trotgkyist
group, but are members of the group issuing
“Le Pouvolr awn Travailleurs’’, connected
with Vereeken. Comrade Lowen is actually
the Editor of ‘“Pouvelr au Travailleurs’,
Dillans a co-worker, ’Dorremans associated
with Vereeken.

It is certainly of no vital political import-
ance, but as long as the groups are not united,
the Belgian comrades feel that there should
be clarity and exactness on the activities of
the groups and I trust you will make this
clear in one of your next issues.

: Yours fraternally,
M.D

The above group led by Vereeken calls itself
Trotskyist but i§ not Mnslde the ‘* Fourth
International,” — Ed.

Pamphlets

BY TROTSKY

WORLD REVOLUTION

AND THE TASKS OF

BRITISH WORKERS  6d.
TRANSITIONAL i X
PROGRAMME OF THE
4th INTERNATIONAL 6d
TRADE UNIONS 1d.
T.U.C, HELPS HITLER 1d.

PREPARING FOR POWER
(Thesis of British Trotsky-
ists) 3d.

AB.C. OF TROTSKYISM 6d.
Cannon’s Testimony in
U.S. Labour Trial

THE ROAD TO INDIA’S

FREEDOM by A. Scott
and E. Grant

3d.

Tredegar Meeting

J—

"STALINIST METHODS
IN R.0.F.s NAILED

We print below the attack on the R.O.F. NATIONAL JOINT SHOP
STEWARDS COMMITTEE, published in the “New Propellor” which is
dominated and controlled by the Stalinist Party. We reproduce also the reply
to this slanderous attack by the Sccrctaryiof the R.O.F. Shop Stewards Com-
mittee, Bro. Claude Bartholomew, which has been circulated to
all R.O.F.s.

This is a typical example of the methods of disruption indulged in by the
Stalinists against any body set up by the workers which opposes their policy
of the moment.

. 'We print the reply of the RO.F. National Committee in full so that
workers, especially in the A.EU. and R.O.F.s generally can see clearly the
methods adopted by theStalinists. It is noteworthy that after the C.P. failed
to capture this organisation they tried to wreck and destroy it. Instead of
facing up to the problems in the R.O.F.s they have tried to split and disorient
and prevent any body of workers they control from collaborating fraternally
with , R.O.F. Shop Stewards bodies throughout the country. The material
speaks for itself and all honest workers can judge for themselves the motives
of the people involved.

“New Propellor™ Claims
‘R.0O.F. Stewards Nail Lie’

«p gircular issued by an organisation
which has assumed the name of ‘Royal
Ordnance Factories Shop Stewards’
Committee’ has been sent to Shop
stewards throughout the country, ask-
ing support for a conference to be held
in Nottingham. }

In the circular they claim the sup-
port of the Conference of Scottish
R.0.Fs. held in Glasgow in December.
Irvine Shop Stewards Committee, who
called the Glasgow conference, state
that this is a deliberate lie, and in a

letter to R.0.Fs. they say this reveals
the nnscrupulous tactics to which these

R.0.F. National Shop Stewards’
Committee Reply

42, Dulverton Vale, lively lot and should prove a strong
Bells Lane Estate, addition to this committee."’

people will resort in order to achieve
their ends.

ANTI-T.U. BODY

The levine Shop Stewards point out
that this anti-war and anti-trade
union organisation, formerly known as
the R.O.F. Consultative Committee,
has among its supporters Rawlings
Tearce as Secretary and C. Bartholo-
mew, both well known Trotskyists.

The proposed conference has nothing
in common with the principles for
which our Unions and Shop Stewards
are striving, and Irvine Stewards com-
pletely dissociate themselves from the
conference and urge other Shop Stew-
ards to refuse support.”

Cinderhill, Notts. Then followed a list of names and
May 24th, 1945. addresses:
Dear Sir and Brother,. ‘‘Bro. E, Trainer, R.0.F. Bishopton.

In view of a statement (cup}'t at- n A (}Fﬂi;:!)pell, R.N. Air Station
tached) issued by ‘‘Irvine Shop Stew- "
ards Committee’ and which has been 5 9 M'fi?:"‘“- H.M. Dockyard,
iven npational publicity in the Com- 2
ﬁ:unist Party controlled ‘‘New Pro-j . » ‘llE' Ih-lae‘;?:liltm :(?FF g;:::::_a'd
peller’’, 1 feel that your committee [y ' | w Lniﬂl'lw: L Noreds

should be in possession of all the rele-
vant matter.

The whole statement is full of mis- [
laadine and falsa mattar.

Factory, Alexandria.

J. Scott, R.N. Torpedo Fac-
tory, Greenock.

1 Flasod BR.O.F Linwood.'

B.F.Y.C. MEET

- Militant Socialist Trend

At Whitsun, 150 Young Co-operators
met in Nottingham for their annual
conference. About 50 delegates and
100 visitors, as well as 12 or 13 frater-
nal delegates from other Co-operative
organisations were present. ’

Meeting at a time when events of
momentous significance are piling up
m the international field, the militant
socialist outlook of the B.F.Y.C.
speaks well for the future of the Brit-
ish working class movement.

The annual report in a comprehen-
sive brochure, testified to the activity
of the B.F.Y.C. in relation to N.U.1).
A.W.. Youth eclubs, the Educational
activities of the Co-operative move-
ment, to the Co-operative Party, as
well as to the organisation internat-
ionally of Co-operative Youth. After
considerable discussion, the report was
unanimously adopted.

Comrade Dorothy Rock, the National
President, set the tone for the confer-
ence in her revolutionary address to
the comrades. She called for a major-
ity Labour Government as the “‘next
step” in the education of the British
working class, and forecfully condemn-
ed non-fraternisation, pointing out
that among the first victims of the
horror camps were German co-oper-
ators and socialists. She did not saddie
the British workers with the respon-
sibility for the atrocities of British
Imperialism in India, nor the German
workers with the guilt of their Nazi
oppressors.

Conference enthusiastically greeted
this sincere, revolutionary socialist,

i internationalist declaration of faith.

Then followed discussions on rvesol-

| utions.

That the B.F.Y.C. feels a strong
sense of responsibility to the wider
movement, had been demonstrated by

. the memorandum on re-organisation.

i

In the organisational field the ques-
tions of Co-operative Halls, age limits,
sectional organisers, veting majorities
and affiliations were discussed.

Tt was agreed by 35 votes to 9 that
an adequate hall should be available in
all districts for the use of Co-operative
Organisations.

'® A future of increasing membership

was anticipated when Conference de-

cided that each section should employ
an organiser to - work in conjunction
with the National Organiser, and it
is understood that this decision will
be immediately implemented in the
Sonthern' Section.

Tt was unanimously decided to affi-
linte to the National Council of Civil
Liberties, although after dismay had
been expressed by Comrade Storer
(mover of the resolution on behalf of
the Executive) at the Council’s re-
fusal to take up the defence of the
Freedom Press. Tt was pointed out
that this organisation was in fact
dominated by the Stalinists and its
policy was therefore dependent on. the
current ““lipe’’ of that party. This was
stressed by the lreatiment not only of

. the anarchists. but of the Trotskyists

SRR L L S e D k)

in the Trade Disputes. Act case (at the
time of Reg. 1A(a)) and of Fred
Al A Ha i

interests

BY RON BLAKE

. AN
ment’s policy of non-fraternisation
in Germany as one which will accen-
tuate nationalist feelings, and urges
the Labour and Co-operative move-
ments to re-affirm their principles of
international co-operation,” by de-
claring the need for unity with ail
workers in building a Socialist and
Co-operative Commonwealth.’’

It was further agreed by 36 votes to

7, that:

““This A.D.C. of the B.F.Y.C.

realising the urgent need for Food

Relief and Social workers in devas-
tated Europe requests the Co-oper-
ative Union to approach the T.U.C.
with a view to setting up independ-
ent Co-operative and Trade Union
Relief units.”

An amendment to include the clause
‘““‘and recognising that UNRRA is be-
ing used as the weapon of Allied Im-
perialism’’ was defeated by 22 votes to
17, after an amendment to limit the
relief units to the B.F.Y.C. had failed
to gain a seconder.

By an overwhelming majority - and
with the full support of the Executive,
it was resolved that:

““In view of the anti-working class
repressive actions of the present
coalition government in Greece, Bel-
gium, ltaly, efc., this Annual Dele-
gate Conference demands that the
Co-operative and Labour M.P.s with-
draw from the Coalition government
immediately and wage a campaign
for power on a co-operative and
Socialist programme,”

Some of the most interesting dis-
cussions occurred when Conference
passed the resolution:

‘‘That to ensure the right govern-
ment after the war we should make
every effort to back up the socialist
candidates at the coming elections,
and to work to ensure a unity in the
socialist movement and to put for-
ward the best sociaalist candidates
in the constituencies.”

An amendment to replace * Socialist
Candidates' Ly ‘‘Labour and GCo-oper-
ative Candidates’’ wuas narrowly de-
feated by 21 votes to 26, on the
grounds that sometimes ‘more pro-
gressive’’ candidates were in oppos-
ifion to right wing labour fakirs.

When the motion was voted on,
opposition was voiced because such a
resolution would foster illusions; ‘‘the
right government” would be inter-
preted as meaning a government that
would solve the problems of unemploy -
ment, falling standard of living, Only
in a socialist society could. this be
done, and a majority lahour govern-
iment would still be a capitaiist gov-
ernment which would administer in
the interests of the ruling class. It
was necessary to elect a majority Lab-
our Government in order to clearly
expose it as being unable to serve the
1 of millions of workers who
still believe that it will bring socialism.
But to say this would be ‘‘the right

government’’ could only mislead the
wnrkineg clace



(c) The conirol of private entorprist.

(d) The establishment of eco-operative farms,
Dimitrov cannot be accused of equivocation!

On Aprll 14th the Council of Ministers
approved g decree setting up Labour Co-
operatives. But even under Iormier admints-
trations agricultural co-operatives were -a
recognised feature of Bulgarian  village
economy, and constitutes no solution of the
basie problems.

The ¢ left’’ press has been urging the
amalgamation of the Youth Sections of the
4 main parties in the Fatherland Front into
one anti-Fascist Youth Movement. i

A further development in Stalin’s campalgn
to Christianise the ‘* ignorant ‘Slavs & gccurred
tast month, when a delegatlon of the Russian
Orthodox Church visited Bulgaria. A message
from Alexei, Patriarch of All the Russias,
urged unity between the National Sectiona of
the Greek Orthodox Church.

Who said Stalin  had abandoned inter-
nationalism? 1
Best wishes,
R.A.F. Sgt.

‘Demand T.U.
Rates for Pow’s

Edinburgh.
To: The Editor, 12th May 1945.
‘¢ Socialist Appeal '’
Dear Comrade,

It has been suggested in vapious quarters
that German P.o.W. be used in teconstruction
work, e.g. house-building and repairing. All
Socialists who pluce international solidarity
above natlonalist chauvinism oppose such
schemes hecause they know our rulers will
use P.0.W. as strikebrenkers. Thousands of
German workers in  uniform are in this
country; very many of them have given years
of their lives to socialism and trade unionism,
,sometimes under the very noses of the
Gestapo.

Trade Unionists up and down the country
should expiain to their fellow workers that
the bosses desire to fan by any means pos-
sible, the flames of race hatred. ...By intro-
ducing unwilling ‘‘seabs’’ into British indus-
try these gentlemen seek: to woaken still
further, trade union practices, won after
generations of struggle and sacrifice.  When
things go badly for the British workers our
rulers will blame the German prisoners; when
the German prisomers conplain they will be
told the British worlkers are to blame.

We know the housing shortage is not due
primarily to Nazi bombing. For years before
this *‘ war for demoeracy ”’ broke out people
were clamouring for homes but could not get
them. Tt is the building societies, the banks
and the landlords who are responsible for the
scandalous lack of dwellings. Until these
vultures are disposessed, no amount of
P.0.W. labour can remedy our political, social
and economic ailments. In passing, ohe may
say with certainty: No Nuzi chiefs or Prussian
Junkers will be forced to wield a pick and

shovel. After =ail, the British Tories ean
hardly make their erstwhile friends into
workers!

Realism is a quality pecullar to revplution-
ary socialists. It is quite probable that British
capitalism, aided by Labour Party and
« Gommunist *' renegades, will force German
worker-goldiers into slave gangs, whataver we
do or gay agalnst such infamy. 1

May I suggest that class-conscious unionists
urge their unions to adopt the following
points.

Unions should demand:

I. All German prisoners of war who are
foreed to serve im Britain to be paid
trade -union rates of wages.

2. All agreements entered into by union
and employers to be applicable to P.0.W.
employed in the particular industry
wherein the agreement is made.

3. P.o.W. to work under the supervision
of trade union officials.

A policy similar to the one outlined above,
would, I beliave serve the best interests of
both British workers and their German com-
rades in uniform.

My ideas are not perfect by any means, I
fully realise there are a number of points not
stated here which neéed discussion and debate.

Let me conclude with the hope that your
paper will give adequate publicity to this very
important issue. Our actions will help to
convince our German comrades how the poison
of Vansittartism has failed to destroy entirely
solidarity between workers of Britain and
Gefmany,

Yours fraternnlly,
Willinm  Spence,

Tredegar Meeting

The Propagamda Campaign which
has been organised in South Wales as
a follow-up on the recent Neath by-
election was opened with a very sue-
cessful meeting in the Miners’ Hall,

Tredegar, on = Sunday, May 27th.
The speakers were Jock Haston, and
John Lawrence, the South Wales
Organiser. The Chair was taken by
a local comrade—Roy Jenkins,

The purpose of this follow-up cam-
paign is to place before the workers
in other parts of the important Sm?h
Wales area, that same policy for
which 1,781 workers cast their vote
in Neath—the policy of Revalutionary
communist struggle against the cap-
italist class,

It was clear from the applause, and
from the discussion which followed
the speeches, that the bulk of the
workers at this well-attended meeting
in Tredegar were in sympathy with
the Revolutionary Communist case.

A comic turn was provided by a
member of the Stalinist Party—His
Majesty's Communist Party—who, in
all seriousness, tried to persuyade the
audience that th e capitalist press had
urged the workers of Neath to sup-
port Jock Haston in the Neath Elec-
tion! Jock dealt very effectively with
this crude lie by offering to put £10
in the fund of the local C.P, if the
questioner could produce one single
copy of any capitalist paper which
had at any time supported Jock
Haston or the policy of the R.C.P.
The actual facts are, as every worker
knows, that the whole of the capital-
ist press came out in full support not
of Haston, but of his “Labour”
opponent—D, J. Williams!

Apart from this, and other typically
Stalinist interventions, the general
level of questions and discussion was
very high. A significant feature being
the very friendly attitude of the Left
Wing Labour workers, (who consti-
tuted the bulk of the audience) and
their desire for a comradely co-opera-
tion with our Party in the struggle
against the capitalist class, Comrade
Haston’s statement on the Party's
General Election policy of giving
critical support to Labour against the
Tories and Liberals in order to put
Labour in power with a majority, thus
testing them out in practice, was very
well received. The serious attitude of
these workers makes us confident that,
when, as we believe, the Labour
leaders once more hetray the trust of
the workers, Tredegar workers will
then move rapidly in the direction of
Revolutionary Communism,

At the conclusion of the meeting
the 'Chairman appealed for names of
workers desirous of starting a Marxist
Study. Class in Tredegar—and half a
dozen names were handed up right
away. From every point of view,
this was a most satisfying first public
appearance of the Trotskyists in the
important Monmouthghire mining

town of Tredegar,

daras vomimiice J4n0ud Wil Ugas Pocll
given national publicity in the Com-
munist Party controlled ‘‘New Pro-
peller’’, 1 feel that your committee

vant matter.

The whole statement is full of mis-
leading and false matter.

Our committee’is supported by, and
consists of delegates sent by the Shop
Stewards Committee, of the Key
R.0.Fs, including MNottingham, Wool-
wich, Enfield, Blackburn, Maithy,
Barnbow, Patricroft, Hayes, Poole,
Drigg, Spennymore and ete.

R. Tearse has never been the secre-
tary of this organisation, I have been
the secretary since 1bs 1nception and
am proud of the fact that I have been
democratically re-elected every twelve
months. e

Since | have been accused of issuing
a deliherate lie on the guestion of the
Scottisk R.0.F.s’ support for our re-
cent meeting in Nottingham I will
quote correspondence that I received.
(Extract from letter received from
Bro. Kimber, Secretary R.0O.F. Drigsg,
dated 22/2/45.):

“To get down to brass tacks, we
wondered if you were sufficiently in-
terested to get in touch with other
R.O0.F.s in the country as you would

“If this could be done a deput-
ation from every R.O.F. in Scotland
would attend any meeting that could
be arranged at some central position,
to frame resolutions and pick a de-
putation te visit Whitehall and in-
terview the M.0.S. to demand that
the State provide employment in the
R.0.F.s.”

“] have Bro. McKerrow's, Chair-
man of the R.O.F. Irvine Shop Stew-
ards Committee, assurance of the
Scottish R.O.F.s supporting this
meeting. The Shop Stewards Com-
mittee at the R.O.F.s Sellarfield
and Pembrey will also support it."”

I replied to Bro Kimber stating that
we were shortly convenming a meeting
and that if he would send addresses of
secretaries, [ would send material to
them.

(From Bro. Kimber to myself dated
23/3/45.) »

“Thank you for your letter of the
11th inst. Sorry 1 am a little late
in answering it as | have been wait-
ing an answer to a letter | wrote to
the Secretary of the 5.8. Commitiee
R.0.F. Irvine.

1 am enclosing names he sent me
of a committee formed out of a con-~
ference of Shop Stewards from Gov-
ernment owned factories, held in
January of this year, in Glasgow.
He is definitely of the opinion that
Scottish R.0.F.s should link up with
the R.0.F.s National Joint Shop
Stewards Committee. They are a

should be 1 possession of all the re’le’-}

be in a position to do so.” i

Fife.

_ .y 4. Lavelle, R.O.F. Cardonald.
i%- s E. Nesbit, R.0.F. Dalmuir,
Fetea. . - W. Laidlaw, R.N. Torpedo

Factory, Alexandria.

s J. Scott, R.N. Torpedo Fac-
tory, Greenock.

s J. Flood, R.0.F. Linwood."

I# was on the strength of this cor-
respondence, that I mentioned in the
gircular convening our meeting, that
‘the Scottish R.O.F.s would
that meeting.

I received no word from any of the
Scottish R.O.F.s 'or from Irvine
R.0.K.. that refuted my statement.
The first information I had was when
Bro. Sceat (Hayes) produced the dup-
licated statement issued by Irvine.

It appeared that only one committee
supporting our organisation had re-
ceived a copy and therefore it is fairly
safe to assume that it was issued, with
a view to preventing in the main,
Scottish R.0.F.s from sending dele-
gates.

When the statement was read out at
the meeting, delegates greeted it with
amused contempt.

| Bro. Kimber stated that he had sent
correspondence in good faith, and this
circular was astounding in view of the
fact, that he had in addition to the
letters, received a personal assurance
from Irvine officials that they would
be present at our meeting. He offered
to forward a copy of the letter as sent
to him by the secretary of Irvine
R.0.F., Bro. D. McCarroll.

Bro. Kimber's statement was accep-
ted without hesitation by the dele-
gates.

Delegates were unanimous in their
feeling that the document issued by
Irvine is a libellous one against the
secretary.

Bro. Kimber has since forwarded a
copy of the letter as promised and it
confirms the points he made in his
correspondence.

Tn conclusion T would point out that
our organisation has always supported
in principle and practice, attempts to
obtain an 100 per cent live Trade
Union organisation in Industry.

Since I have been singled out for
attack, 1 feel justified in mentioning
some of my activities, in and out of
the workshops.

cutive member of the Nottingham
Trades Council, also represented Stew-
ards on the A.E.U. Nottingham Dist-
rict Committee. | have in my possess-
ion, unsolicited letters from the Nott-
ingham 'Trades Couneil, Nottingham
R.O.¥. S8hop Stewards Committee, and
the A.E.U. Nottingham D.C., record-
ing their appreciation of my efforts on
behalf of Trade Unionists. At present
T am Executive member of Nottingham
Trades Council and Branch Referee.
;n} daddition T am active in the political
eld.

Sh_ould vou have received the circular
as issued by Irvine R.O.F. and it

| affected your decision to attend our last

meeting, T should be pleased to receive
| vour committee’s views. ‘

Yours Fraternally,

i current “‘lipe’’ of that party.

dominated by the Stalinists and its
policy was therefore dependent on the
This was
stressed by the treatment not only of

. the anarchists. but of the Trotskyists

in the Trade Disputes. Act case (at the
time of Reg. 1A(a)) and of Fred

. Barton the pacifist: all of them politi-

support |

I

1

|
|

C. Bartholomew, Secretary.

cal adversaries
15t Party' .

It was claimed that any real strug-
gle for working class rights would e
carried forward against the influence
of the Stalinist Party.

The political resolutions carried,
place the B.F.Y.C. among the most
radical of the left wing organisations.

After disenssing some of the argu-
ments that reactionaries bring forward,
as well as some of the more serious
aspects of the prohlem, it was decided
by 35 votes to 2 that:

“This Annual Delegate Conference
condemns and rejects the Govern-

of the “ Commun-

was necessary to elect a majority Lab-
our Government in order to clearly
expose it as being unable to serve the
inferests of millions of workers who
still believe that it will bring socialism.
But to say this would be ‘“‘the right
government’' could only mislead the
working class.

9 delegates opposed the majority of
35 on this issue; a significant minor- '
ity. Superficially the majority thought
this was a vote against soctalism; - in
the light of the discussion it .was a
vote for a clear political theory and
against vague ambigibus phrases,

The impression given by the South-
ern Section Conference at Easter was
confirmed by this National Whitsun
(Clonference. :

From the B.F.Y.C. will come many
of the most courageous fighters in the
cause of internationalism, and revelu-
tionary socialism.

April 1945,

‘DAILY WORKER' CONFERENCE

At a special delegate meeting of
Trade Unionists held on May 12th, at
the Shoreditch Town Hall, London, the
editorial staff of the ‘‘Daily Worker’’
led by W. Rust inaugurated a drive to
form a Co-Operative Society for finan-
cing a scheme to print an 8 page,
500,000 per day ‘‘Daily Worker''.

The monies lent would be in the
form of Share and Loan capital which
as Rust hoped, “would come from
mainly the big and wealthy Trade
Unions” such as the A..U. which has
a huge membership organisation. .J.
R. Scott of the A.E.U. Executive was
conveniently sitting next to Rust
supplying the information,

The new ‘‘Daily Worker’’, the-dele-
gates were told, would have a ‘‘popu-
lar”” appeal and would not compete,
but work with the other ‘‘democratic’
press, such as the ““Daily Mirror’’, the
“Daily Herald”’, the *‘News Chronicle”
and ‘“‘Reynolds’.

Books, films, sport, radio,
would be given ample space to suit
everyone’s taste.

““Also,’”’ he said, ‘‘we must have a
paper that does not suppress or distort
news for its own political ends like the
capitalist press does today!"

During® the discussion quite a few

I have been a Shop delegates expressed the impression of
Steward, Member of Works Committee, [
President of my A.E.U. Branch, Exe- ' of the possibility of this scheme being

some of the workers they represented,

the first stép on the same path taken
by the ‘““Daily Herald”.

This new turn of the ‘“Daily Work-
er” ig a further step on the path of
complete sell-ont and betrayal by the
“Clommunist’’ Party

From a paper that onee blazoned the
hammer and sickle on its front page
to a gutter sheet that has openly sup-
ported Churchill and reaction in their
conduct of the foulest imperialist war
in history; from a paper that once
printed class news and lessons to a
slanderous rag that now vies with the
“Daily Mail’’ in racial chauvinism, in
patridtism and loyalty to King and
country; from a paper that once said
that only by the revolutionary over-
throw of capitalism and the establish-
ment of the dietatorship of the work-
ing class, could the workers emancipate
themselves, to a rag that now con-

sciously deceives and confuses the
workers by calling for a coalition with
the Tories after the General Election:
this is the course mapped out for the
“Daily Worker' hy the Stalinists.

The ‘‘Daily -Wotker”' is preparing to
open its columns to any Liberal or
Trade Union bureaucrat.

Instead of exposing the
role of the Trade Union hureaucracy,
as the “‘Daily Worker’ used to do, the
Stalinists are preparing to use it to
further entrench the labour fakirs in
propping up the capitalist system.

LE the - “Daily Worker’' really  de-
sired a social change, it would day in
and day out, be preparing the workers
for socialism hy patiently explaining
the role of the Trade Union and Labour
leadership, the class antagonisms under
capitalist society, the role of the cap-
italist state, the imperialist nature of
the war, the terrib}e predicament in
which British capitalism finds itself,
and becanse of this if capitalism con-
tinues the inevitable worsening of the
conditions for the workers.

None of these fundamental questions

are to be found in the columns of the
“Daily Worker”, Only the reflection
of Stalin’s foreign policy in support
first of one section of imperialist gang-
sters, then their rivals, thus confusing
and disillugioning thousands of the
advanced and most militant members
of the working class.
_ Moday in Britain, the task of teach-
ing the ideas and methods of Tenin is
carried out by one paper, and only one
paper, the ‘“‘Socialist Appeal.” The
“Bocialist Appeal” explaing truthfully,
unflinchingly, the role of capitalism.
It does not stop there. Tt goes further
to point the only way to the achieve-
ment of a socialist system of society
hased upon the teachings of mankind’s
four greatest working class teachers,
Marx., Engels, Tenin and Trotsky.
_ Workers! Members of the Commun-
ist Party! Reject the reformism of
the ‘“‘Daily Worker’'! You are being
betrayed by it! :

Support and publicise the ‘‘Socialist '
Appeal’’ as the only paper that carries
on the traditions of revolutionary
communism, and points the road to

the vietory of the socialist revolution!
‘ NORMAN PENTLAND
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 GENERAL

Statement of

‘Bureau, Revolutionary _
‘Communist, Party {

At long last the collapse of. the Nat-
ional Coalition Government of Labour,
Tories and Liberals has taken place.
lvery worker with an ounce of class
consciousness in_his body will be de-
lighted with this split. Every working
cluss organisation which seeks the in-
dependence of Labour from Capital and
the emancipation of the working class
will welcome this split. For the coal-
ition acted in the interests of the cap-
italists, not only nationally, but on an
international scale.

We l'rotskyists have condemued the
coalition since its inception. We have
expiained how it acted against the
interests of organised Labour and ih
the interests of the capitalist class.
I'or years we have demanded that Lab-
our break from the coalition and take
power into its own hands. It is with
the groatost pleasure, therefore, that
we witnoss the break-up of the Nat-
ional Government and the emergence
of the mighty Trade Union and Labour
movement Irom the embrace of the
NTories as an independent force,

The coalition has not collapsed be-
cause the Labour leaders took the
initiative and sought to rally the mass
of the workers against the capitalists.
1t collapsed because Churchill chose
to present the Labour leaders with an
ultimatum which they could not accept
hocause of the pressure from their own
rank and file. 7The Tories chose to
broak the coalition at a period most

favourable to the interests' of big
Business and the ruling class as a
whole. By this act, Churchill demon-

strated the aggressive class conscious-
ness of the Tory Party <o obviously
lacking in the leaders of organised
labour.

[Pfor many years the relationship of
forcos as registered by the Party re-
presentation in the House of Parlia-
ment has not reflected the real level
of political consciousness in this coun-
iry. A tremendous radicalisation and
shift to the left has taken place in the
last decade. Not only the broad mass
of the working class but the middle
¢luss also have been influenced by this
raddienlisntion,  The frustration of the

lnttor wection of the population, em-

phinsised by the coalition of Labour

with Toryism, found expression in the
A |l L L oaa g

ELECTION

the Political:

Party is just as resolutely and unequi-
vocally opposed to the fermation of a
Popular Front, which includes capital-
ist parties. ' ! ;

We stand for the unity, in action,
i parhament and out of p_ﬂl‘ll_a.IlleuL,.
of all the parties and organisations of
the working class against Tories, Lib-
erals and so-called  ** Independ-
ents’. This unity should include an
agreement with Common Wealth, the
party of the middle class. This means
to say that we.are in favour of a com-
mon agreed programme of action on
specific 1ssues, to be loyally carried oul
by all the workers’ parties and organ-
isations. Iach of the parties partici-
pating in such an agreement musb
have the right to put forward their
own policy and make criticisms of its
allies, not only before and after the
agreed period of action, but during the
actnal struggle itself.” Only on this
basis can a genuine unity of aection
against the capitalists be aided and
guided. On the parliamentary field we
are in favour of possible agreements
on candidatures between the working
class parties where a split vote would
result in the return of a capitalist
candidate, whether Tory or Liberal.
We are irreconcileably opposed to any
agreement with any capitalist candi-
date.

We warn the workers against the
Popular Front policy of His Majesty’s
“iGommunist’’ Party. Under cover of
a Labour-‘‘Progressive’’ unity blog,
they wish to include not only the Lib-
erals and all kinds of capitalist politic-
ians, but at a later stage to reform a
new National Government together
with Churchill, Eden, and the so-called
Crimea Tories. Such a policy is not
a united front of the workers" parties
and organisations against capitalism;
it is a continuation of capitalist coal-
tion politics, but with a ‘‘left"’ flavour.
If thé rising mass movement of the
workers is canalised into such a bloc
it can only end in the frustration of
the aspirations of the workers, the
break-away of the middle class from
the leadership of the workers, and
their turning once again in the direc-
tion of reaction; it can only end, at a
later stage, in preparing the way for

fascism in this country. :
wa imftaruantinn nf tho Stalinists in

IMPERIALIST WAR IN

For two-and-a-half years British
soldiers have been fighting in the hell
of Burma. Many more are going to be
drafted out there soon. It is a fitting
time to ask, what is the aim of this
war?

Until now it has not been defined,
beyond the vague statement that the
Japanese must be cleared out. But at
last the Government has stated its
policy towards Burma in a White
Paper, and we can see clearly for what
our soldiers have been suffering. C

THE GOVERNMENT'S POLICY

1 FOR BURMA

The White Paper states that until
December 9th, 1948, Burma is to be
ruled directly by the Governor, who is
responsible only to the British Govern-
ment. Until that date the Burmans
have no say whatever in the running
of their country.

It is hoped that in 1948 it will be |

possible to restore the Constitution
which existed from 1937 to 1942. Under
this Constitution, the Governor had
full power in every affair of vital im-
portance — defence, foreign affairs,
nonetary policy, “prevention of any
srave menace to peace and tranguil-
lity’’. Tor what remains, he is guided
hy _the advice of (not controlled by) a
Legislature: this consists of a Senate,
jalf nominated by the Governor and
walf elected by the Lower House, and
1 House of Representatives, elected by
one-fifth of the population. It ean be
seen ithat the difference between this
and an outright dictatorship by the
Governor is not very great.

This is the policy which the Govern-
ment is presenting to Parliament for
ratification.

The meaning of this policy can be
grasped if the cvents of the Japanese
invasion of Burma are recalled. Japan
was able to capture the country with’
areat ease because of the attitude of
the population. The White Paper says
that only a small minority was pro-
Japanese. This is true, but it is not
the whole truth. General Alexander
estimated after the defeat in Burma in
1942 that 10 per cent of the population
was pro-Japanese, 10 per cent was
pro-British, and 80 per cent was in-
different. The reason for this was ex-
plained by the ““Times” in dealing with
Malaya, and the same applies to
Burma:

“The Government had no roots in
the life of the people of the country

. . the hulk of the Asiatic popula-
tion remained spectators from start
to finish.”

The regime, which was so hated by
the masses that they felt no interest
in defending it, is -to be re-imposed
after three yoars of naked dictator-
ship. Such is the “liberation” of
Burma as envisaged by Churchill and
his Governiment. '

THE BURMANS WANT
INDEPENDENCE “"“l"T‘

The desire of the great majority of
the Burmese people is for independ-
ence from all foreign rule. This «de

o3 2 1040 by the Hikita
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pendence-—but Dominion Status for
Burma ‘in accordance with the pro-
visions of the Atlantic Charter.” The
British authorities arrested him in
January, 1942, on a charge of being
in contact with the Japanese. TIle has
not been heard of since,

i In contrast to this cynical denial of
the elementary wishes of the Burmese
people by the British imperialists, the
Japanese realised that if they were to
conguer Burma they would have to
win the sympathy of its people. They
did this very effectively llzy promising
to grant independence, and in fact did
s0 in 1943, handing Burma over to a
| Govermnent headed by U. Ba Maw, a
left-wing nationalist of ‘‘socialist’
pretensions.

Of course, this did_ not stop the
Japanese imperialists from plundering
[ the country and exploiting the labour
of its inhabitants. That 18 why they
conquered it, and it is undoubtedly
jtrue that, as the White Paper says,
‘“the Japanese remained the real
masters, and even those who had at
first welcomed them became thoroughly
digillusioned.” But if they hate the
Japanesé rule, the Burmans at least
had more under it than under British
rule. As the '‘Times” (13/12/44) has
put 1t:

““The ‘independence’ of Burma,
shadowy though it may be in West-
ern eyes, is none the less a real
advance on her former status in the
estimation of many of her people;
and failure to reckon with this fact
would be a grave mistake.”

This ‘‘grave pnistake’’ is certainly
'being made, with a vengeance, though
it i8 mot a question of the British
imperialists having any choice, as this
imphies: their policy 1s dicated by their
class interests.

So terrified are they of any attempt
by the Purmans to gain their inde-
pendence that they are disarming the
guerrillas who fought against the
Japanese: 1n the plains these were

almost entirely organised by Commun-
ists. Cases of revolt and hiding of
arms have been reported. A war be-
tween British troops and the people
they have suffered so much to “‘liber-
ate’” is quite likely as a result of this
policy.

THE GOVERNMENT'S "REASONS"

FOR REFUSING BURMA
INDEPENDENCE

The Government, of course, gives
“reasons’ why it cannot give inde-
pendence to Burma. 'The war, you see,
nas devastated the country, and there-
fore Britain must assume control to
put it on its feet again:

““ His Majesty’s Government will
have to come to her aid, but they
will require the energetic co-oper-
ation of all sections of the Burmese
peopie, and the more completely this
can be given the sooner will it be
possible for Burma fto resume her
interrupted progress in constitutional
development.”

No imperialist Power ever congquers
a country without assuring the world
that it is in that country’s best inter-
ests, But the conguered people have
good reason to be suspicious of
‘‘helpers”’ who insist on laying claim
to possession of their country. If His
Majesty’s Government were really so
concerned about aiding Burma, there
is nothing to stop it declaring Burma
an independent nation, and allowing
the Burmans themselves to decide
whether to ask for help or not. This
is how a workers’ Government in this
country would behave. But the Brit-
ish imperialist Government only uses
the argument of ‘‘helping’’ Burma as
a screen for annexing her,

THE REAL AIMS OF BRITISH

IMPERIALISM IN THE EAST

That Britain is concerned with an-
nexing other nations was made clear
at the San Francisco Conference,
when a motion declaring independence

of the colonial areas as an ultimate

British Awrecity in':- Burma

BURMA

objective, a motion proposed by the
two big non-imperialist Powers (Uhina
and the UsSR) was opposed by the im-
perialist Powers, Britain, France and
the United States.

The real aims of British imperialisin
are far difterent from the smug Les
peddled in the capitalist Press and in
Government White Papers. Une seu-
tence hidden away in the latter pro-
vides the key:

“In industry and the extraction of
timber British capital and British
firms predominated.”’

It is to recover the right of British
capital to exploit the labour and raw
materials of Burma that the war 1s
being fought there. The valuable
wood, teak—tungsten, essential tfor the
steel industry——oil, and lead: these are
the real ‘‘war aims’’ of Churchill and
his class in Burma.

A BALANGE SHEET OF THE
FAR EASTERN WAR

It is time for the British working-
class to draw up a balance sheet. If
the war in the Far East continues it
will mean fighting in hellish con-
ditions among hostile or indifferent
populations, to recover colonial terri-

tories for British imperialism. The
profits will be restored to the banks
and shareholders: the ‘‘sahibs’” will

once more be able to swill ‘whisky in
their exclusive clubs, But the soldiers
who will have done the fighting, the
vast majority of whom are neither
shareholders mnor “sahibs’, but just
ordinary workers—they will gain mo-
thing from all this. They will return
home to a badly-paid job if they are
lucky, the dole if they are not. :

FREE THE COLONIES!

Never has the independence of the
colonies been of more vital concern to
the British workers and soldiers, who
are paying with their lives and health
for the greed of the capitalists, If
these countries are declared free, Brit-
ish troops can be withdrawn, and for

feel a real stake in the defence of their
countries. The armed workers and
peasanis of free India, Burma and
Ceylon, together with those of China,
could rouse the whole 'of Asia, includ-
ing the masses of Japan, who fight
only because of their fear of the white
imperialists, and put an end them-
selves to the crimes of Japanese im-
perialism.

The capitalist class of this country
can never free the colonies, from which
they draw a large slice of their profits.
Only the working class has an interest
in_doing so.

The leaders of the working class
have stained its name by failing to
take a stand for colonial independence.
One of the last acts of the Labour
Ministers “was to give their support
to tha#policy outlined in this shameful
White Paper. Now they will be cam=~
paigning for power with ‘‘socialist’’
phrases on their lips. They must not
be allowed to repeat their performance

of 1929-31. when a Labour Government

the first time the masses of Asia will"

-
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last decade. Not only the broad mass
of the working class but the middle
class also have been influenced by this
radicadisation. © The frustration of the
latter section of the population, em-
phasised by the coalition of Labour
with Toryism, found expression in the
rise of the middle eclags Party -
Common Wealth. In the next stage
of the struggle these radicalised ele-
ments of the middle class can be won
completely to organised Labour—but
only on the basis of a militant working
class policy directed against Big Busi-
ness.

No doubt the clectoral lists are still
in a hopeless muddle and hundreds of
thousands of civilians and service men
—most of whose votes would be cast
for Labour—will be disenfranchised by
the Tush election. This only serves to
expose the muddle of capitalism *and
its coalition government, which, after
5 years could not guarantee democracy
and debarred these working men and
women from registering their votes.
While condemning the anarchy of cap-
italist ecum-Labour administators, we
Trotskyists believe that it is far better
from the standpoint of Labour to fight

. now than to remain tied to the Tories
in the coalition for even a few months
more.

The . coming General Election will
give a tremendous impulsion to the
masses of the workers and servicemen
who are entering organised political
work for the first time. Tt will revive
the members of the working class who
have hecome cynical and disillusioned
as the result of the coalition and the
abandonment of the class independence

Far ALK WA

of the organisations of the working

class., It will stimulate anew that tre-
mendous political life which has been

abandoned in the interest of ‘‘national :

unity’’ and the furthering of the im-
perialist war. This opens up new per-
spectives before the whole Labour
movement and is taken into account
in' the tactics of the Revolutionary
Communist Party.

, The widespread and ever-growing
disillusionment in the Tories and in
capitalism has n6t yet crystallised into
a clear and alternative understanding
of the class struggle and the need for
an internationalist
This entirely progressive tendency on
the part of the masses is as yet un-
formulated ideologically or in organis-
ational practice. In the next stages of
the struggle it will either be directed
into conscious class forms of struggle
through the workers United Front, or
it will be diverted into the disastrous
channels of class collaboration through
the Labour-‘ Progressive " Popular
Front policy of Stalinism.

The Labour leaders left themselves
free at the Labour Party National Con-
ference to form a future coalition with
the Tiberals and other capitalist poli-
ticians if such a step became necessary
for them. Such a coalition would harm
theé interests of the workers and aid
the capitalist class. Whatever, the
result of the election, the workers must
demand. that under no circumstances

must the Labour leadership (sumbine‘l

with any section of the capitalists or
their parties.

The Revolutionary Communist Party
is unequivocally and resolutely for the
United Front of worker's organisations
agalnst oapitalism and its varfous
partles. The Revolutionary Gommunist

socialist  policy.

the aspirations of the workers, the
break-away of the middle class from
the leadership of the workers, and
their turning once again in the direc-
tion of reaction; it can only end, at a
later stage, in preparing the way for
fascism in this couniry. !

The intervention of the Stalinists in
the election serves to split the working
class vote in the interests of capitalism.
We Trotskyists will support the Lab-
our Party against the Stalinists where-
ever the latier oppose a Labour candi-
date. Even in areas where there is no
possibility of a direct representative of
capitalism standing against Labour,
Stalinism will act as an agency of
Popular Frontism and the capitalist
class.

There is mo fundamental difference
between the policies of the Labour
Party and those of the L.L.P. By the
time the General Flection takes place
the I.L.P. will probably already have
affiliated to the Labour Party or will
have made an électoral agreement and
no conflict will arise between their
candidates. In those constituencies
where the L.L.P. contests the election
against capitalist candidates or against
Stalinists, the Revolutionary Commun-
ist Party will give critical support and
practical assistance, where possible to
the comrades of the I.T.P.

TheRevolutionary Communist Party
declares that the lessons of the class
struggles of the past generation de-
monstrate that, in opposition to parlia-
ment, Workers’ Councils are the form
of organisation by and throwgh which
the working class will overthrow capit-
alism and introduce the socialist
system.

The Revolutionary Communist Party
helieves that the Labour Party, with
its present policy, leadership, and form
of organisation, cannot succeed in
overthrowing capitalism and bringing
about the advent of socialism either
nationally or internationally.

But only a tiny section of the work-
ing class have accepted these propos-
itions. The overwhelming mass of
workers still have illusions in Parlia-
ment and in the capacity of the Labour
Party to bring about socialism through
parliament. The task of revolutionary
communists, therefore, is to assist and
unite with these workers wherever
possible, in struggle against the capit-
alist class; to pass through the experi-
ence of putting Labour into Power
together with them; to test the Labour
leaders and their programme in prac-
tice, and on this road, out of the ex-
periences of the masses, will be' built
the mass Revolutionary Communist
Party, which will be the instrument of
the working class in destroying capit-
alism.

1t is our firm conviction that even
to operate Lahour’s present programme
of reforms, a great struggle agqinst
the capitalists will be necessitated, and
that rather than conduct such a strug-
gle the Labour Party will fail to oper-
ate its own programme, and capitulate
to the capitalist class, as in the past.
But the best way to expose the Lab-
our leaders to their followers and sup-
porters is to put them to the test.

The workers will gain in concessions
only what they fight for at the point
of production, on the basis of a mili-
tant struggle.  The parliamentary
battle will be but a pale reflection of

(Continued foot of next Column.)

his Government.
THE BURMANS WANT
INDEPENDENCE e

The desire of the great majority ol']‘

the Burmese people is for independ-
ence from all foreign rule,  This «des
mund was voiced in 1940 by the House
of Representatives, which  protested
hecanse the British  had  ineluded
Burma in the war against Germany
withont the consent of the people of
Burma, ‘“‘and have further, in com-
plete disregard of Burmese opinion,
passed laws and adopted measures cur-
tailing the powers and activities of the
Burma Government’’. They demanded
‘“‘that Burma should be recognised as
an independent nation entitled to
frame her own constitution.” i

In November 1941 the Prime Min-
ister of Burma, U. Saw, went to Eng-
land to demand—mnot complete inde-

16 Burmese patriots beheaded by British in Tharrawady in 1931, and
publicly exhibited to terrorise the rest of the population. This atrocity
was raised in the House of Commons aml was not denied. We see from
this that it is not only the Nazi gangsters who engage in systematic terror
for the purpose of cowing the workers and oppressed peoples into sub-
mission, but the British imperialist gangsters as well.

Now the British imperialists are going to

“liberate” the Burmese

people from the domimation of the Japamese., It is clear why the Burmese
and colonial peoples are indifferent as to whether it is Japanese or British

imperialism which is plundering and

oppressing them.

U!lulul the last aots ol lll: L biiiig
Ministors was to glve thelr  sippor
o I:|1-0-1m|n-.\- onblimed b Ghin abisetl
White Paper,  Now thoy will be ssse
paigning for power with soclalisg
phrases on their lps,  They musl el
be allowed to ropeat thelr perlforimim
of 1920-31, whon w Lahour Governimen
carried ol tho greatost  repression
that India has over known. If they
say they stand for the interests of the
working class they must be forced to
take the only measure which can save
the workers from the horrors of a long
imperialist war in the Far FEast.
Demand of the Labour leaders that
they denounce the policy of the present
Government in India, Burma and Cey-
lon, and campaign for power on a pro-
gramme including the uncondjtional
independence of these countries and
::e \n;ithdruwal of British troops from
em

POLISH CRISIS

Stalin's Methods Undermine Soviet [Union

After years of negotiation between
Stalin and his ‘‘Allies’’ over the ques-
tion of Poland, Stalin exploded a
bhombshell: he arrested a delegation of
Polish politicians who had gone fto
Russia to discuss broadening the Polish
Government in accordance with the
Crimea decisions.

The charge, that the 16 Poles were

‘guilty of committing ‘‘diversionary acts

the class struggle. Uniting in the fac-
tories, mines and workshops on the
day to day struggles against the boss,
extending that united action into the
parliamentary election arena, the Re-
volutionary Communists will seek to
lead the workers in the united fight
against capitalism and its Tory, ILab-
eral and so-called Independent repre-
sentatives.

‘We believe that only on the basis
of the programme of the Fourth Inter-
national and the Revolutionary Com-
munist Party, will the working class
achieve its emancipation from capital
internationally and nationally; but we
do not and cannot impose this pro-
gramme as. the basis of the wunited
action in the forthcoming General
Election campaign. Without in any
way making ourselves responsible for
the General Election programme of the
Labour Party, and explaining that only
a real socialist programme can solve
the problems of the workers, we call
upon the working class to unite its
entire forces to place Labour in Power,
even on the basis of Labour’'s declared
programme. This experience will pre-
pare the workers for the next great
step forward in the struggle against
capitalism and for the emanoipation of
our class.

BY ROSE CARSON

against the Red Army'’, does not hold
water, in view of the personalities of
these politicians and the circumstances
of their arrest.

The delegation included M. Puzak,
Secretary General of the Polish Social=
ist Party, Chairman of the Council of
National Unity in Poland (one of the
leading hodies of the Polish under-
ground during the Nazi occupation);
and M. Baginski, leader of the left-
wing of the Peasant Party, who was
known to have advooated conciliation
with Stalin.

The names of the delegation were
given by the British and U.8. Govern-
ments to the Soviet Government as
persons who should be consulted about
broadening the Polish Government.
They voluntarily, and with the advice
and support of the British Labour
Party, came out of illegality in order
to conduct these discussions. More-
over, the Polish Government in London
has published a statement, which says
that they had had talks with Col.
Pimienov of the Russian Security
Police, during which he submitted a
questionnaire on how their respective
organisations were to come into the
open, to which they gave detailed
replies. On the day-this reply was sub-
mitted they were arrested.

It is evident from these facts that
the charge on which they were arrested
was merely an excuse. Stalin’s real
purpose has nothing to do with mili-
tary affairs, but is exclusively political:
to exclude his ’ Allies’’ from any repre-
sentation in the Polish administration,
and to suppress any or all internal or
external opposition to the Lublin Gov-
ernment, so as to maintain absolute
control over the destinies of Poland.

ANGLO-AMERICAN INTERESTS
IN POLAND

The hue and ery raised by Anglo-
American imperialism over the fate of
the 16 Poles is in no sense a genuine
concern for the liberties of the Polish
people, nor have the imperialists any
interest in fostering democracy in
Poland or elsewhere. Neither the Brit-
ish nor the American Governments
have hesitated to imprison political
opponents on egually trumped-u
charges, both at _home and abroad.
The imperialists are using the im-
prisonment of the 16 Poles to arouse
anti-Soviet sentiment. They deliber-
ately take advantage of Stalin’s re-
actionary methods in order to foster
“antagonism towards the Soviet Union.

STALIN'S METHODS ENDANGER
: THE SOVIET UNION

By his slanders, intrigues and
frame-ups, Stalin succeeds only in
playing into the hands of his imperial-
-ist “Allies’’. The reactionary, anti-
Soviet London Poles are able to make
great use of the crude accusations
against their arrested compatriots.

Stalin included General Okulicki, a
reactionary Polish Junker, among the
16. Yet his name was not on the list
drawn up by the British and American
Governments of Poles who should ba
consulted about broadening the Gov-
ernment. He was evidently arrested in
order to besmirch the other 15; this is
a G.P.U. amalgam, in line with the
methods unsed in the ‘‘treason trials’’
of the Old Bolsheviks in 1936 and 1937.

Such methods do not defend the
Soviet Union, on the contrary, they
only sticceed in antagonising the genu-
ine defenders of the Soviet Union, the
workers throughout the world.

THE ' PEACE AGREEMENTS "
EXPOSED
The crisis that has developed over

Poland between Anglo-American im-

T
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perialism and the Soviet Union is a
reflection of the juggling for position
that is going on behind the di[ﬁgmatic
front of the San Francisco Conference.
While the masses throughout the world
are being duped into the belief that an
organisation is béing created that will
prevent war, the ‘‘Allies’” demonstrate
their faith in this organisation—by
throwing overboard the whole principle
of negotiation to settle disputes, and
protecting their spheres of influence by
ruthless power politics.

At the same time the wonderful
Crimea Conference, which was to en-
sure permanent peace between the
Soviet - Union and the ‘‘democratic’’
capitalist world, has shown its true
worth. Negotiations ha¥e been broken
off between these ‘‘Allies’”’ because
Stalin himself refuses to carry out the
Crimea decisions. What does Harry
Pollitt have to say about that?

THE ONLY ROAD

The Polish masses can hope for no-
thing from Anglo-American imperial-
ism and its London Polish agents.
Nor can they hope for a solution to
their problems through the counter-
revolutionary bureaucracy in the
Kremlin and  its Lublin masquerade,
The only hope for the Polish masses 18
for them to develop their own inde-

ndent class organisations under the
eadership of a revolutionary Party
that will be able to bring about a
genuine socialist system in Poland.

And the Soviet Union can be defend.
ed against all the imperialists, who are
only waiting their opportunity to de-
stroy the remaining conquests of the
October Revolution, not by relying on
worthless pacts with these same im-
perialists, or on Stalin’s rotten diplo-
macy, but by struggling for the over-
throw of capitalism t%n'oughout the

world. A socialist Poland is the only
solution for the crisis,
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Statement of Expelled

LLP. M

(Continued from page 1.)

confirmed its analysis of national
and international events; ' confirmed
in  particular its criticisms of the
leadership of the I.I.P. and its associ-
ated bodies on the plane of internat-

ional political and organisational col-

laboration. We were won to What
position because the Fourth Inter-
national is the only international

party of the working class which has
maintained its principles steadfastly
in the course of the present war.

‘We havt never hidden our conversion
to the Trotskyist position, but have
fought to the best of our ability to
explain these ideas inside the L.L.P,
and win support for them. As mem-
bers’ of the LL.P. we accepted the
Constitution which said ‘‘Membership
of the I.L.P. is open to all Socialists
who sign a declaration accepting the
Constitution of the Party and whose
application for membership is accepted
by a Branch.'" By this clause we were
led to believe that we had the demo-
cratic right to voice our ideas within
the Party. In this we were proven
wrong. Our expulsion means: any
comrades who take a sufficiently clear
revolutionary policy in the I.L.P. wilk
be expelled, if they threaten the pos-
ition of the existing leadership or the
policies It is pursuing.

BROUKWAY’S DISCUSSIONS
WITH LASKI

The expulsons can only be properly
understood if taken in conjunction with
thoe general devolpment of the Party.
Sineo the disaffiliation from the Lab-
our Purty in 1932 the 1.1..P. has rock-
od from left to right without clear
intornntional or national perspectives
and policies, I the last few months,

disillusioned because of the failure of |

thoe 1.1.P. to make appreciable head-
winy and prow as they expected it to,
the lendership has travelled rapidly to
the rvight. In travelling to the right
it i nnd was prepared to chop off. its
loft wing, no matter how bureaucrati-
cnlly, There were a series of Trotsky-
ist. rosolutions on the agenda of the
Conforonce from the North East Divi-
wion, including one which proposed the
affilintion of the [.L.P. to the Fourth
Internntional. These had to be ex-
punged from the agenda as a gesture
to the lendership of the Labour Party;
it wnu n demonstration that Brockway
and (o, were really going to capitulate
as fully as the Labour leaders wanted
thom to, p
The dominating factor in the minds
of the majority of the leadership in
the pre-Conference period was the
question of affiliation to the Labour
Party. HKverything was to be sub-
ordinated to the suecess of the L.L.P.
R T s R G G
‘Although we were also advo-
cabing affiliation of the I.T.P. to the
Labour Party and had pursued a con-
gistont noliey 1in

e e e L{If'f,‘cfsna"fl workers the real role of

embers

confidence that their judgmeént will be
favourable to us,

THE !
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL
OFFERS ONLY ROAD

We have the choice of fighting for
re-entry into the L.L.P., seeking the
national support of the membersinp in
that campaign and subordinating our
whole political work to that end for
the next period; or of entering the
Revolutionary Communist Party. We
have .decided to embark on the latter
course for the following reasons:

The leadership of the Party have a
Conterence decision behind them and
are undoubtedly determined not to
allow us to re-enter. . Although the
Conference was stampeded into the
expulsions and there is undoubtedly a
larger support for us on the guestion
ol democracy than was registered at
the Conference, we do not estimate
that such support 1s capable of remov-
g the dead hand of the paper o1
dues-paymng members of the Party,
upon whose vote the N.A.C. rests, We
are entering a period of tremendous
political upsurge tavourable to revelu-
tionary activity and the campaign for
our re-entry into the L.L.P. will be
largely lost in the great struggles
that almost ‘immeditely open up and
will handicap us from carrying out
open and organised political work. And
finally, we agree with the fundamental
principles and policies of the Revolu-
uonary Communist Party and are con-
vinced that we can find full expression
for our individual abilities and ideas
in the common task together with the

g the Revolutionary = Communist
Party nationally and internationally.

After full discussion we have decided
to enter a party. where we believe, we
will be guaranteed the demacratic in-
ternal right of placing our point of
view before the membership  without
being faced with the danger of expul-
sion, should our ideas gain an increas-
g volume of support.

Ln struggling to make the 1.L.P, a
revolutionary Party, we are confident
that the most politically conscious
members will, like ourselves, learn by
their experience that the I.L.P. is not
interested in revolutionary policies but
. mantaining a fairly comfortable
role in British working class life; we
are confident that they will learn by
their cxperience that the Fourth In-
ternational offers the only road forward
for revolutionary socialist workers.

In the North East, the Conference
decision to expel us means the almost
complete smashing of the I.L.P. We
now intend to threw our energy into
}ul]dmg the Revelutionary Cemmunist
o wivyas the virile revolutionary party |
of the North East and British workers.

We will explain to the North Hast

other comrades and members of build- |-

TORIES

(Continuwed from page 1.)
shows that in every case in the indus-
tries controlled, the controls are in
the hands of the representatives of the

Big Combines and Big Business. For
example, the steel industry is con-
trolled by officials of the Tron and

Steel TFederation; Chemicals are con-
trolled by representatives of the Im-
perial Chemicals Industries monopoly;
and food:- by the huge combine Uni-
Levers.

Herbert Morrison said at the Con-
ference that socialism could not he
introduced overnight, but would have
to proceed gradually. Labour’s pro-
gramme would suffice for the next five

vears. But in his speech covering up
the inadequacies of Labour’s pro-
gramme, he contradicted himself. On

the one hand he said in effect that only
socialism can solve the problems of the
workers, and on the other hand only
offered half-measures to face up to the
problem, He stated:

“ The future of British industry,
the ensuring of full employment, the
control of financial and eredit insti-
tutions, agriculture, housing—these
would be the essentials of the fight;
and without a policy which went to
the roots of economic and industrial
affairs to talk about food, houses,
work and social security, would be
meaningless.

‘“You cannot get a quart of Soc-
ialist prosperity out of a.miserable
pint capitalist pot.

“Our opponents spin fine phrases
about aims and they talk of food,

_houses and full employment. But
although they talk about them they
oppose the means by which alone
they can bhe secured.’”’

And yet the Labour leaders them-
selves refuse to undertake those meas-
ures which alone ean guarantee food,
houses and full employment. These
measures taken by Lenin and Trotsky
in the Russian Revolution of 1917 are
the only socialist solution: nationalis-
ation withoul compensation of all big
industry, the land, mines, banks, fac-
tories and the big monopolies and com-
bines, and their operation under the
control of the workers; the planning
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prospects, regardless of ownership.

“T'he second strand of ‘amntl-busi-
ness legislation might be directed
against monopolies. Lord McGowan
touched on this question a day or
twol. ago in his annual address to
the shareholders of Tmperial
Chemical Industries.”

o

+ + . Thus the control of mono-
polies is a non-Party issue, but it
might be thought that a Labour
Government would press ghead with
such a programme more energetic-
ally. Omne can only say that the low
yvields of the shares of companies
likely to be affected, indicate no con-
cern on this scope.

“ Finally, a Labour Government
might conceivably impose a general
control of profit margins or fail to
remove E.P.T. Buft any responsible
Government will have to bear in
mind the need to provide an ade-
quate incentive to industry still
under private ownership, if only in
the interests of full employment.”

This is the opinion of the ecapitalist
class, as seen by one of their most
respgnsijble journais.

NO CONFIDENCE 'IN OWN

The Election at Neath is over, but
the political discussion that it aroused
continues. Friemds and opponents—at
least the rank and file opponents—all
admit that it has aroused the political
life in the area to a higher pitch than
at any time since the old days of 1929.

The discussion did not only take
place in the Neath division, but in the
adjoining areas as far away as Ebbw
Vale, and Tredegar. Qur comrades
at Neath are receiving enquiries and
invitations from various working class
bodies to speak on R.C.P. policy.

Workers continue to call at our
offices and discussions still take place
until the small hours of the morning.
A flourishing weekly study circle on
Marxism has commenced and is being
extended into the valleys. Now that
the work of consolidating the gains
of our campaign is well under way,
the Party ranks should grow appre-
ciably. ;

We have established the most
friendly connections with the Left
.wing of the Labour Party both in
Neath itself and in thé valleys, After
the announcement of the election re-
sults a Aumber of the younger Left
wing members of the Labour Party
approached us and said they had voted

| PROGRAMME

and worked against us as loyal mem-
bers of the Labour Parfty, but they

| The Labour leaders themselves have ! were either in complete agreement

no confidence in their own pro-

with the policy upon which we had

(gramme; they know that their pro-|fought the election or agreed wvery
gramme will not solve the problems ! much more with us than with the

of the workers. The “ Daily Express "
jeeringly reports Morrison's plea at
the Conference:

passage in which he warned the
comrade candidates that they must

the electors but must stick to the
programme.

“Otherwise, some ‘poor devil of a
Socialist Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer’ as he calls him, would be

from such mass bribery of voters
at the public expense., He warned
them peremptorily that the Treasury
under a Socialist Government would

WORKERS

OF 18 YEARS.
POLITICAL RIGHTS
WOMEN IN

of production, not by private enter-
prise in the interest of private profit,

but by committees of -wor}.{ers and _'gech;

FULL ELECTORAL
RIGHTS FOR ALL PERSONS FROM THE AGE
FULL DEMOCRATIC AND
FOR THE MEN
UNIFORM.

DEMAND :-

AND DEMOCRATIC

AND

unauthorised

-ndﬁ honm'.l.r‘ l:koser

lofficial
| They said they were ashamed of the

Labour Party programme.

campaign of slander which had  been

“Mr. Morrison had a striking |carried on against the R.C.P. and

hoped we did not think the rank and
file of the Labour Party had partici-

not make unauthorised promises to  pated in it. They wanted us to con-
I’l:inwue our educational and agitational
| activity and hoped that we could find

a large field for common forms of

‘activity. We, Trotskyists, will cer-

tainlv work to find the widest field

expected to meet the bilis arising |of friendly collaboration,

Now that the General Election is on

the order of the day the movement as

a whole will swing into action. The
Labour Party will undoubtedly grow,
and many younger workers will he
recruited into its ranks.

The workers want to know if we are
going to contest the General Election
against the Labour Party. Comrade
Haston has had a busy time explain-
ing our tactic of ' Labour to Power .
“We wiil not contest against Labour
Party candidates if they are opposed
by Tory, Liberal or other capitalist
representatives in the General Elec-
tion ? he explained to a-“meeting at
Cwmgrach; “the mass of trade Union-
ists and Socialist thinking workers
béliave —ihat - ihe -Labour - Party  caf|
maintain adequate standards of life
and bring about socialism. -~ We,

““So stop it’, he exclaimed to the
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E['r:)tskylpts, dont thinik that they cam,

Neath Campaign
Continues

BY JOHN. LAWRENCE

many say ‘give Labour a chance’,
As part of the process of politically
educating our fellow workers as to the
need for revolutionary politics we are
prepared to give Labour that chamce.

“In Neath, if D. J. Williams is op-
posed by Liberal or Tory, I will cam-
paign among oun supporters to vote
for the Labour Party candidate.” We
will issue a series of leaflets explain-
ing our policy and tactics” he said:
“and we are confident that the
workers who supported us in the Bv-
Election will understand these tactics.”

The ‘Western Mail”, the coal-
owners paper, called upon the elec-
torate to support the Labour candi-
date. In its editorial columns after
polling day it breathed a sigh of re-
lief that the Labour Coalition eandi:
date was elected and a venemous
attack was made upon the Revolution-
ary Communist Candidate. It argued
that in no other country in the
world—including Russia—would suchH
a candidate with such a ‘Red Revolu-
tionary " programme  have been
allowed to stand. (This did not go un-
noticed by the most conscious workers
in the area. Some of the Labour
Party members in the pits themselves
commenting on it as an indication
that the Tories preferred the Labouf
candidate and certainly were not
afraid of him. The capitalists were
not happy about our vote at all. The
poll demonstrated that a large
minority of the workers are heartily
sick of Labour reformist and capitalist
polities pursued by the leadership of
the mass workers organisations. Tt is
also a demonstration that “the Trot-
skyist movement is emerging from its
isolation and is once again back into
the bloodstream of the Labour move-
ment.”

This conscious minority in Neath has
its counterpart in all parts of 'the
country; in all parts of the world.
In the great days that lie ahead the
class struggle will inevitably push the
best of these workers well into the
foreground of the working class
movement.

Few workers, if any, were under the
illusion that we were Stalinists. The
Stalinistd saw to that, with their
slander campaign and by the cireula-
tion of thousands of leaflets—even at
some of the polling booths as the
workers entered to cast their vote.
The leading Stalinists have been
largely discredited because of their
foul slanderous tactics. The rank and
file are extremely friendly to us and
openly state that they have little or
no. confidence in the line pursusd hy
their own leadership. The young
workers who have been drawn inte
political life on the basis of the elec-
tion have becrun on a hioch nnlitical
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uestion of' affiliation to the Labour
arty.. Everything was to be sub-
ordinated-te the success of the I.L.P.

Qb ferey sl tiogl g idfsagl b
m. S\ L30T e Werc e advo-
cating affiliation of the I.L.P. to the
Labour Party and had pursued a con-
sisterit policy in this respect, unlike
the leadership of the Party, we wanted
our critical attitude towards Transport
House to be fully elaborated in the
discussions on affilation. We wanted
the rank and file of the Labhour Party
to know that we had principled differ-
ences with the policies pursued by that
leadership and that in coming into the
Tabour Party we intended to fight
against these false policies, Fearful
that this would antagonise the leader-
ship of the Labour Party and jeopard-
ise entry into the Labour Party, and
incapable of putting up a vigorous
opposition to the Labour leaders,
Brockway and McNair had to get rid
of us.

Tt is ‘interesting to note that with
the expulsions of the Trotskyists, with-
out a sufficiently vigorous left wing
policy and programme around which
to crystallise the revolutionary ele-
ments, the Conference moved sharply
to the right on UT.N.N.R.A., Housing
and other guestions.

Prior to the intensive anti-Trotsky-
ist drive inside the Party, Fenner
Brockway met Harold TLaski on Dec-
ember 21st when possible ohstacles to
a successful affiliation were discnssed
between them. Brockway reported to
the N.A.C. as follows:

““The second ground of criticism
(of the Labour leaders against the
1.L.P.) was the allegation that the
Party is ‘Trotskyist’. 1 told Laski
that the ‘Trotskyists’ are only a
fraction of the Party and he accepted
this and did nof consider that the
difficulty would be serious."
Following this report, the campaign

of falsifieation against us was got well
underway and it became obvious that
we were to be expelled at all costs.

NO DEMOCRACY
FOR THE LEFT

The allegation that the North East
Annual Divisional .Conference was un-
constitutional, could have heen abso-
lutely disproved by us had we heen
ziven such an opportunity. But we
were denied the right to reply to the
charge of so-called irregularities which
we were alleged to have committed,
and which were circulated to the gen-
eral public in the preliminary agenda,
which lent more weight to our accus-
ers. We subniit that the decision to
expel us was taken for the reason that
by banning eur Divisional Conference,
the whole of our legitimate resolutions
putting- the Trotskyist attitude to-
wards affiliation to the Labour Party
and other important gquestions, were
kept from - appearing on the final
agenda of the Faster Clonference.

After years of untiring service with
the Partv, we were allowed the totally
inadequate time of 5 minutes each to
state our case. While we could have
disproved all the mis-statements
levelled against us had we the oppor-
tunity, we were given the charges we
had to answer only half an hour before
we had to speak. We will gladly place
all the relevant facts hefore any group
of 1.L.Pers for their enquiry, with full
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complete smashing of the I.L.P,, We
now intend to throw our energy inte

of the North East and British workers.
We will explain to the North East
1.L.Pers and workers the real role of
the I.L.P. leaders in order that they
may be freed from the illusions that
the T.IL.P. is a revolutionary or “liber-
tarian’’ party. In doing this we feel
wlc are carrying on the socialist strug-
gle. -
+We conclude, by appealing:

To all members who believe we are
adopting a correct policy—dJoin the
R.C.P. with us!

To those who remain unconvinced—
Struggle for Party democracy within
the I.L.P.1

Signed: Dan Smith (Ex North
East Divisional Chairman, and
member of the National Ad-
ministrative * Council. )

Dror Bimah (Ex Divisional
Secretary.) -

Ken Sketheway (Ex Divisional
Treasurer.)

dJack Johnstone (Ex Divisional
Industrial Organiser.) y
Alex Auld (Ex Divisional
‘“‘New Leader’” Organiser.)

STATEMENT OF
COMRADE BELL

T have worked on ithe North East
Divisional Council of the I.L.P. for the
past 3 years with the expelled com-
rades and fully endorse their state-
ment. | have tendered my resignation
and am applying along with them for
membership of the Revolutionary Com-
munist Party. P

ADDENDUM

ADDENDUM: Our expulsion has raised
cerfain = important problems within the
L.T.P. and also for us as expelled members.
We were told and Islmu are told the I.L.P.
18 democratic and that the R.C.P. is dicta-
torial. During the weeks since Conference
we have mude a detailed comparison of the
two Constitutions. Compare the following
extracts regarding expulsions and form your
own conclusions:—

1. The L.L.P. Constitution says:—

“Members who do not conform to the Con-
stitution, etc. may be expelled by (a) a
branch, subject to the right of appeal to
the Divisional Council, or (b) the N.A.C.
upon the recommendation of a Divisjonal
Council of the I.L.P. or (c) the N.A.C.
subject to the right of appeal to the
Annual Conference.”

The R.C.P. Constitution says:—

“Disciplinary *uction,
reduction to probationary membership,
suspension of membership, and expulsion
may be taken by the body having juris-
diction over any member committing a
breach of disecipline or-acting in a manner
detrimental to the interests of the Purty
and the working class.

Charges against any member must he
made in writing and the accused furnished
with a copy; such charges are considered
by the body in which the charge origin-
ates at 4 meeting at which the accused
member can attend and if a member of
that body vote; the findings of this medt-
ing shall serve as a recommendation to
the District Committee which shall take
# decision. Charges originating in the
District Committee, Political Bureau or
Clentral Committee shall be decided upon
by those bodies. i L1

Any member subjected to disciplinary
action is entitled to appeal to the next
higher body un to the National Congress;
the discinlinary action in the meanwhile
is upheld.

(Continued in next Colummn.)

vile alllost |

| building the Revelutionary Communist |
(= wivyas the virile revolutionary party |

including censure,*

A AL A ANSARESL T T eI, L\

of production, not by private enter-
prise in the interest of private profit,
but by committees of workers and tech-
nicians in the interest of the needs of
the population. Anything short of this
will produce even greater chaos than
capitalism has produced in the past.
It is impossible to put a quart of
“‘Socialist’’ planning in gallons of cap-
italist anarchy.and disorder.

“But socialism cannot come over-
night,’’ says Labour’s programme.
Therefore in the meantime, the Labour
leaders are promising us jobs
while the major industries are left
under private ownership and while the
big banks are left untouched; houses
without nationalising the land and
building material; plenty of food with-
out nationalising the land and big food
combines, such as Unilevers! = And the
Tabour leaders claim ‘to he the ‘‘real-
ists’’, the practical men!

CAPITALISTS HAVE NO FEAR OF
. LABOUR'S PROGRAMME

No wonder the Financial Editor of
the “Observer’’ in the issue of May
27th, remarked complacently in dealing
with the effect of the election on the
Stock Market.

“, . ."Even a Labour Government is

not expected to take drastic

measures against business, There
are three possibie lines of political
action that would have investment
impiications: nationalisation of in-
dustries, control of monopolies, and
the regulation of profits in general.

‘Under the first head, Labour’s
programme does, of course;, extend
to the nationalisation of a number
of basic industries, including the
railways, coal, public utilities and
insurance. Should this programme
be implemented everything depends,
from the investor's point of view,
on the terms of compensation; and
few people would expect anything
in the nature of expropriation.

Certainly, the valuation of the shares

of these industries is not dominated

by the possibility of nationalisation,
but on an estimate of earning

Any member hus the right to appeal
against a decision of the National Cen-
gress to the governing hodies of the
Fourth International, and the Political
Bureau shall provide all facilities for such
an appeal, and shall transmit any docu-
ments pertaining thereto.’”

. Regarding circulatjon of material:

The I.L.P, has no special provision for
the circulation of interial minority politi-
cal documents. The internal bulletin
“Between Ourselves’” is concentrated into
the hands of J. McNair, its editor, and
the Purty has no control over his editing.
lnlpruct%ce minority documents are ban-
ned.

The R.C.P. Constitution saysi—

“While co-operating in carrying out the
decisions of the majority, all minorities
have the right to express dissenting opin-
jons within the Party, to circularise the
membership with any material stating
these opinions, and to appeal to higher
bodies against any decision with which
they disagree. . The Contral Committee
shall maintain a theoretical or Internul
Bulletin as & medjum for expressing these
dissenting -oginions and ehall publish
material submitted for discussion within
twenty-one days of receipt.”

=

WOMEN IN UNIFORM,
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“*So stop it’, e exclaimed to the
aceompaniment of roars of laughter.”
The answer to this was given by a

young soldier delegate, who reflected
the-uneasiness of the best sections of
the rank and file in his criticism of
the Election Programme, “It lacked,”
he said, “bigness and urgency.” In-
stead of being called “Let us Face the
Future " it should have been entitled
“On the Threshold of a New World
or of Disaster.” This goes to the
heart of the question. Either the
workers take control and inaugurate
a new society or face the old society
of unemployment and insecurity, in-
tensified by the disasters of the war.
There is no middle road.

The leadership ruled out a Stalinist
inspired resolution (under the three
years rule) asking for electoral unity
with the “ progressives.” As this was

refused, the reference back was
moved which was defeated by the
narrow - majority of 1,314,000 to

1,219,000, By refusing to allow a dis-
cussion en this question, the leader-
ship sowed tremendous confusion
among the delegates. Many of the
delegates” were in favour of agree-
ments with the smaller working class
parties, but did not realise that in-
cluded in the resolution on electoral
agreements with “progressives’ 'was
included Liberals and even so-called
‘““progressive ” Tories, such as
Churchill. +

The strong feeling of the rank and
file against another coalition with the
Tories, or a repetition of the debacles
of 1924, 1929-31, was such as to force
the National Executive to make a de-
clamation against any further coali-
tion with the Tories. Laski, on behalf
of the Executive, said:

“There is no possibility whatever
of Labour joining in a coalition with
the Conservatives. But as to the
other issue of joining with other
people, I do urge this Conference
not to tie the hands of the Party.”
Thus, despite the fear of the rank

and file of a repetition of the dis-
astrous experience of Popular Front-
ism with the last Labour Govern-
ments, the leadership was left a free
hand to move in this direction, if it
desires to do so.

Many of the resolutions on the
agenda had an internationalist and
socialist slant. The delegates, especi-
ally the younger ones, were critical
of the leadership. Some of the dele-
gates were heard to remark that they
had no opportunity of voicing their
position on the programme because
the whole Conference had become
transformed into an election demon-
stration. Under theseyconditions it
was difficult for the rank and file, who
still remain loyal to the Party, to voice
their doubts and criticism of the Party
leadership and programme. All critic-

ists and Socialist thinking workers

ism was stifled by the !eadcrshi.p‘
taking advantage of the situation to

(Continwed in newt Column.)

tion 7 he explained to a-‘meeting at
Cwmgrach; “the mass of trade Union-
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maintain adequate standards of life
and bring about socialism. — We,
Trotskyists, don't thitik that they can,
but enly a few of the 'maest conscious
workers accept our point of view. The

CafL

transform the Conference into an
election meeting, rather than a con-
ference to debate policy.

Despite the criticisms of Labour’s
programme, which it is necessary for
us to make in order not to deceive the
workers, the overthrow of the Tory
government remains the most urgent
and vital task for the working class
in the coming election. Criticisms of
the programme are not sufficient.
Programmes must be tested in action.
The Labour Ileaders have always
sheltered behind the excuse that they
never had a majority in the last un-
fortunate experiments of Labour in
oflice.

Despite doubts and criticisms, mil-
lions of the best trade union and
Labour workers, the salt of the Eabour
movement, those who built the Labour
movement in the last few decades,
are still not convinced that their
needs cannot be served by the Labour
Party and its programme. Only ex-
perience can convihce thesemillions of
loyal fighters of the working -class.
While reserving the right to eriticise
the programme and policy of the
Labour leaders, we will fight side by
side rwith the Labour workers to re-
turn a majority Labour Government.
We will continually and patiently ex-
plain the measures which we' believe
are necessary io solve the crisis of

capitalism.
We will fight with the Labour
workers to exert pressure on the

leadership to implement their prom-
ises, to take measures against the
capitalists in the interests of the work-

ing people. As Lenin pointed out,
only the experience of millions
together with revelutionary propa-

ganda, can convince them of inade-
quecies of the Labour programme and
the need for a revolutionary commun-
ist programme. Criticism i% not
enough. Our comrades will work
hard in the localities together with
the Labour workérs to return a
majority Labour Government.

The next stage forward is mobilising
the workers is a Majority Labour
Government, But we warn the
workers: rely only on your own or-
ganised strength, your own solidarity
to achieve your aims. Waich the
Labour leaders. Demand that they
produce deeds as well as fine words.
No more cocktails and hebnobbing
with the boss class as Morrison and
Bevin did with Churchill and the other
representatives of Big Business just
after Churchill had pulled his trick.
Demand that the gloves be taken off!
This is no picnic for the workers:
it is a matter of (life and death,

WORKERS! VOTE LABOUR!
FOR A MAJORITY LABOUR
GOVERNMENT AS THE NEXT
STEF FORWARD !

Ioul slanderous tactics. The rank nnd
file are extremely friendly to us and
openly state tl;at they have little oy
no. confidence in the line pureued
their o leadership. "I?hé younh:
‘workers who have been drawn inte
political life on the basis of the elec-
fion have begun on a high political
level which will influence all their
future political judgments, and in the
long run will bring them into the
ranks of the Fourth International.

Speaking to the 900 workers wha
assembled outside the Gwyn Hall to
hear the election result, Comrade
Haston said, “1,781 votes for the
R.C.P. policy was a significart vote.
These were the most class conscioug
workers in the Division of Neath,
They voted against the war, against
the policy of the Churchill Government
in the conduct of the war, against the
suppression of the Indian and colonial
people, against the policy of Vansit-
tartism which alleged that all Germans
were mad dogs and Nazis; against the
policy of the Labour and Trade Uniond
leaders inside the coalition from
whence they had helped the capitalist
class. These 1,781 had voted to brealk
the coalition with the capitalists; they'
had voted for a policy of revolutionary”
communist struggle against capital-
ism, for the freedom of India and for
the Internationalist policy of working
class fraternisation with the German
workers.

Today, these are but a couple of.
thousand, tomerrow these will be
millions fighting together with us for
the overthrow of capitalism and the
creation of communist soclety. nation-
ally and internationally.

WHITBURN PITS
TO CLOSE

(Continued from page 1.)

On this issue the Whitburn miners
have taken the correct steps. They
are omly the first. to be attacked.
Their brothers in the Durham cnal
fields must rallyl to their aid with
resolutions and determined demands
to the leaders for support throughout
the country.

Miners! Prepare for the battle of
your lives in the coming davs. Re-
member 1921 and 1926,

So long as the mines are allowed to
remain in the hands of the coal
owners, so long as production is deter-
mined by the lust for profit and not
use, then anarehy in the coalfields,
bringing poverty and misery for the
miners and their families is inevitable.

The only salution to the problem of
the Whitburn miners, which is also
the problem of all miners throughout
the coalfields of Britain. lies along the
road of resolute struggle in defence of
their conditions against the a'tacks
of the owners, and for the exprovni-
ation of the coal barons and operation
of the coal industry under the control
of the miners.
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