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‘Arab - Jewish
Workers Strike

BY §. MUNIR

PALESTINE— ,

In the last few months, some important strikes of
Jewish and Arab workers in Palestine have oceurred.
Especially notable was the strike at the Oil Refmeries
-in Haifa ai the beginning of this year, and the general '
one-day protest strike of 40,000 Arab and Jeéwish workers
in the military camps on May 20th, 1947. ’

The . capitalist press, which pretends that British
imperialism dominates Palestine to keep the peace between
the different communities, naturally enough did not print.
a word about the Arab - Jewish unity in these strikes.

people of their rations If they abstained, over two million PREPARED CAMPAIGN -OF THREATS NI INTIMIDATION AGAINST THE The British authorities decided Solidarity. Notwithst'_a]_lding thie
: R : : to dismiss some thousands of | opposition of the official Union

did not vote. 1In addition, despite a campaign of arrests
and intimidation, nearly a million voted no, put in blank
papers, or spoiled their ballots. In-the big towns where. -
the illegal opposition is better organised the no per-
centages were higher. 5

The whole farce of the referendum was demonstrated

MINERS. 1IN THIS LETTER HE
WITH PROSECUTION. il i .
' he “Daily Telegraph ™ of July 1 marks with satisfaction : *“The policy of
prosecuting unofficial strikers would be a version to the practice of the colliery
companies before the industry was nationaliseds”. - '

of the “former

workers from the military camps.
The decisions as to who was to he
dismissed was placed in the hands
of Jewish foremen, .in  the hope
that this would serve as a good
opportunity to bring a clash
between Jewish and Arab workers.
Perhaps, there is some foundation

leadersiips of both sides to any
co-operation between the workers,
they stood together in a sit-down
strke . for many days.  When the
Arab Unicn leader asked the Jewish
workers present im a meeting. to
leave the meeting, all the Arab
workiers joined them -and left him

Tk TENS “ UNOFFICEAL” STRIKERS
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German crews is shown by the
amount of rations authorised by 3 " RACKETEERS
the Ministry of Food to ships plying ; } ' l
the Swansea - Bordeaux route. ¢ : ”
Ships Chandlers are issuing to .

Cerman crews, on Mo F, instrac-
tions only half the. rations
authorised for British crews on the
same route,

How mengre these rations are
can be judged by the fact that
. they are lower than those issued to
Asintic seamen. TFurthermore, no
spirits or beer are provided- at all,
while the cigarette issue is 30 per
man as against 200 consumed by

BY CHARLES VAN GELDEREN
~ Since the end of the war, South Africa has heen an
investor’s paradise. Capital has been streaming into the
country from Britain and America, and already it is
reaping rich dividends. The attraction is not only the
natural wealth of Scuth Africa, but the abundanee of

EXPEL MEMBERS

Disband - Branches

An example of high-handedness and hureaucracy in the
Trade Union movement has been provided by the officials

POLICE
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Britisk seamen on the same route. o . i _ of the British lron, Steel and Kindred Trades Association
: cheap labour which is provided by the millions of black INTERV%HE G (BISAKTA). 1,500 Yorkshire steel” smelters  have
workers. BY Fgg‘sl‘ receivod expulsion notices from the Union.

SERTAY o PR - . P ; " . .
AMERICAN INTEREST o maintain this sitnation and | ing majority of African workers. - M The Dbureaucrats in this Unien oebtained by~ the workers., But
IN SCHACHT thus ensure huge profits for its Tt takes away complet;ly the EVICTIONS are already notorious for the un- | ynder this scheme, only geven clear
X capitalist backers, is’ the chiel | 4¢84, % S e democratic way in which they w0 | g hanve o year would be free for
The - former President of the|fyyetion of the Smuts’ Govern- African worker’s right to strike. affairs, But this must constitute a i'-ll) H] ‘”}m:l,lv.\?u N o tree 0]
German  Reichsbank and 10D lment;  Its latest effort is the African workers will have no reeord in arrogance aud disregard _“)‘]‘""01 BeLEs Sl “‘0“%‘3 inevit-
ranking Nazi, Hjalmar Schacht, | introdustion of a Trade Union Bill | 82y in the appointment of per- of the wishes of the members. ably mean a breakdown in the

has been removed from the prison
camp of :Ludwigberg, and been
handed over to the American In-
telligence ‘Service. General Lueius
*D. Clay, American Commander in
Chief for Germany, declared he
was not interested in the financial
plans of Sehacht, whilst officers of
the Intelligence Service affirmed
that the ideas of Schacht for the
stabilisation of German economy
would be taken seriously inte
consideration. .

whicl® rivals in savagery, the worst
anti-labour and colour har laws,

l‘ra,_de Unionism Banned

The * Nalive Trade Unions Bill,”
introduced intd the eurrent session
of the TUnios Parliament by
Minister of Labour -Colin Steyn,
malkes trade unionism illegal for
African workers in  ecold-minjing,
agriculture and domestic service,

that is to say, for the overwhelm-

R.C.P}. Ma5y Day Contingent

{ secondary industry will not be able

sonnel for arbitration tribunals, and
the Minister of Labour is given the
right to veto any agreement
arrived at by the workers and the
posses.

The organising of any trade
unions, other than those registered
under the proposed Bill, will be
illegal,

White and black workers will
not be allowed to belong to the
same unions.

This is the Bill which the

Government of General Smauts is
trying to impose on the workers
of South Africa—the same Smuts
who dreafted the Preamble to the
Charter of the United Nations,
with its honeyed phrases about
freedom and liberty. It now be-
comes  clear  why the  King
bastewed on him the Order of Merit

"nring his reeent visit’ to the
Union. Smuts was being rewarded
by hiz King for his services to

the capitalist clars and  British
imperialism. For the -Bill is
‘freetly in the interest of Dritish

finanee  capital _investments in
South  Africa, Behind it looms
the sinister - shadow  of the

Chamber of Mines.

I3y introducing the clause giving
the Minister the right of veto over
agreements hetween employers and
workers, it ecan be assured that

ta tempt.African labour away from
the mines by offering higher wages.
The British owned and: controlled
Chamber of Mines has long been

(Continued on Puge 4.)

N.U.R. Branches Protest

- Wages Award

The findings of the Court
of Tonquiry set up by the
Government to examine the
claims of the railway workers
Unions, have met with wide-
gpread opposition by the
railway workers.

. The workers demanded a 40-hour
week and £1 a week increase.

The Court awarded a 44-hour
week, and 7/6. a week increase.

Many meetings of Branches and
Depots  have' alveady expressed
their disgust with these findings,
and their indignation' at the fact
that the N.U.R. Ilxecutive have
recommended their acceptance.

As an-indication of the wide-
spread rTevolt against the accept-
anee of the T/6, we understand
that Paddington No. 3, Paddington
No. 2, Southall, Bermondsey,
Bricklayers Arms No. 1, and Brick-
fayers Arms-No. 2 Branches of the
N.U.R. all ' passed . unanimous

resolutions rejecting the miserable
award, and calling on the E.C. of
ihe N.U.R. to give 21 days’ notice
of a national railway strike unless
the full demands are met imme-
diately.

These resolutions were
form of instructing Annual
General meeting delegates. But
the ALGAL rat its first day’s pro-
ceedings, accepted the Award. It
i¢ clear that this was a rushed
decigion to allow. no more time for
depot and branch meetings to con-
gider the Award and make opinions
mown.

Tt geems. clear, the decision of
the A.G.AL does not represent the
real feelings of the rank and file,
it will he mneeessary  for  the
militants in  the industry to
demand a national strike ballot to
test the genuine feclings of the
railway workers.

For this fight, it is necessary
that militant depots and branches
combine for the calling of mass
meetings on loeal and avea gc%_los.

in the

These 1,500  workers are
threatened with expulsion from the
Union hecause they have refused
to operate a continuous working
week agvFeemeni arrived at by the
employers and the Tnion leaders,
without securing the consent of the
ranlk-and-file to the terms of the
settlement.

Four Branches in the Sheflicld
area are to be disbanded, the locul
officials of the Branches are no
longer recognized, aud the .0
intend to set up new branches
composed of obedient  stoges in
their place. . :

Two DBranches in South Wales
were giver notice of expnlsion as

well: and under this ihrest,
according  to  the trade union
bureaunerats, decided to wosk the
agreement.,

The DBranch at Consett, Co,

Dhvham, has also refused to aceept,
this pernicious betrayal. ;

Altogether 2,700 workers all
over the country have been
threatened with expulsion from the
Tnion. The Union. bureaucracy is
oven willing to partially wreck the
T'nion  rather than  allow  the
members the elementary demosratic
right . of having the termns of
agreements  placed  Dbefore  them
and receiving assent hefore  the
officials come to terms with the
employers over their working con-
ditiens.

Steel  smelting, even
normal conditions, constitutes
almost unendurable strain

under
an

particularly now-a-days, when
sufficient protective foods cannot be

health of the men. Not satisfied
with over-riding the protests of the
members at the expense of whose
sweat and toil . the Agreement .-
would operate, the Union leaders
have gone even further.

They have come out openly on
the side of the employers. They
have requested the employers to
introduce this scheme immediately,
and if the men do not comply, to
lock them out. - The firn affected
is the United Stecl Company, at
its works in Sheflield, Rotherham,
and Stockbridge, .

The men cannot afford te take
thig insolent action lying down,
They must immediately organise a
campaign  of protest throughout
-their Union. TUnions were formed
to cater for the interests of the
workers—uot to be run at the
deitates  of  officialdom. These
bureaucrats imagine that the
TUnion i% their property, and that
the workers are their servants.
Tar from the men heing expelled,
it is high time these bureaucrats
should be chucked eut; and. real
control restored into the hands of
the workers.

These officials live under good
conditions and work in fine oflices
far from the heat of the furnaces.
The workers wang a fighting leader-
ship which will really represent
them. "They must demand that all
officials should receive the average
wage of the -workers in the in- -
dustry, and a National Conference
cach year for the re-election of all

officials,
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SOCIALIST APPEAL, Mid-July, 1947,

£ s d

.18 4 ©

e 32 0 -0

M.S., South Africa ... 3 0 0
Hampstead ... 211 8
Newcastle ........coieeee 5 0
Nottingham ............ 3 0
West London .... 10 0
Glasgow ...coiiiiiiiinees 4 9 0
Iford ....covvvvineecnannnn 1 0 0
J. Jones, G.C.G. ...... 2 0
East London ............ 2 5 4
North London 14 6
Charlie White . 1 00
Birmingham N e 2 00
M.D., Coventry ...... 7 0
"Rees Alexander ......... 2 6
T.D., Manchester ...... 2 0
Manchester  .....oc000nn 3 8 6
Coventry 2 8
Hampstead $ 0
1, P T 0 0

Total for Jumne £55 10 2

tt——
L 3

Comrades !

We need double this sum (-

to keep paper going.
Please make every effort to

our

double youf contributions for
July. Readers and
porters will donate if they
are asked.
A, ROSS,
Treasurer,
256, Harrow Road,
London, W.2.

sup-
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'BY BOB

The Coal Board has behaved.
strictly’ in the tradition of the
worst type of pre-natiomalisation

mine-owners. Under the new
National Agreement with the
Board, the underground workers

were given a Five Shift Week,
with no reduction in pay, and no
increage in the length of the work-
ing day. "The surface workers on
the other hand, althongh given a
Five Davy Week, are compelled to
work an extra 25 minutes each day,
to make the working week up to
the hours previously wori_ied, and
with no increase in pay for over-
time on the 25 minutes.

In~ other words the surface
workers got mo appreciable benefit

at all, from the five day week.
The justice of the surface
workers’ case is recognised by

everyone connected with the mines.
It is significant that the und.er-
ground werkers in the affected pits,
although not directly concerned in
the dispute, came out solidly in
sympathy with their mates on the
| surface:

Bureauerats And Bosses
Run The Coal Board

Yet, in spite of the faect that
the grievance of the surface
workers is known to be completely
justified, the Coal Board has
turned a completely deaf ear to
the men, and hag stood pat on the
cynical, typically Boss position, of
crying “ No negoiiations while the
men are on strike.” )

The miners expected big things
from Nationalisation: at the very
least they. expected that the old

[ gang of owners and_ their agents

and managers would be booted
clean out of the industry. Yet,
sinee January 1st, it has become

C.P. Press Silent

e

‘US. “WORKER”
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f on-Blldenz‘EVidence

TARITCUE SUPPRESSES ALl -

‘MENTION OF BUDENZS EVIDENCE THAT

STALIN

IS GUILTY

BY EVELYN ATWQOOD

NEW YORK-— _

After a total silence of
more than two weeks, the
March 23 “ Worker ” finally
takes note of the book “This
Is My Story,” written by its
formér editor and Communist

Party national commiiff-e_.
member, Louis F. Budenz.

Tts evasive treatment of the
Budénz confession is even
more damning than its

previous silence.

‘he article does not have &
siI;Ig‘le? word to say about the evid-
ence presented by Budenz that
Leon Trotsky’s murt}er was pre-
pared in New York City by G,P.U.
agents , assisted by preminent
leaders of the American C.P.

The * Worker” says nhothing
about Budenz's admissions that he
himself was drawn into this plot.
It does not even attempt to refute
his charges that Earl Browder,
Jack Stachel and -other C.P.
leaders had a hand in the plot.

Not a word about Budenz’s de-
tailed account showing how the
assassin  “ Frank Jacson” was
selected and groomed for the job,
which blows up the Stalinist falgc»-
hood. that *“Jacson” was a dis-
illugioned  Trotskyist. Budenz

For ¢ Marzist understanding
of the Spanish situation,
read !

“Revolution and
Counter-Revolution

. 9
in Spaid
by Felix Morrow

S/
@

Obtainable from :
Business Manager,
256, Harrow Road,
London, W.2.

B to

makes it quite plain that * Jacson ”
was a G.P.U. agent, provided with
a false Canadian  passport, who
utilized  Sylvia Agelof to gain
access to T'rotsky’s home,

This sensational confirmation of
Stalin’s guilt in Trotsky’s murder
was first released to the public in
the March 3 “Militant” and then
headlined in the daily press in
New York City and throughout the
country. DBut the * Worker” re-
mained silent,

It maintained silence even after
March 17 when District Attorney
Frank J, Hegan was urged ftp
summon a special grand jury to
investigate the G.P.U, murders
hatehed in New York. The dele-
gation, headed by Socialist Party
leader Norman Thomas, N.Y. City
Councilman Louis P, Goldberg and
novelist James T, Farrell, de-
manded  official examination and
such judicial action as the factg
may warrant” of “ Earl Browder,
Jack Stachel, Budenz himself and
all other Communist Party leaders,
past and present, who are known
have been involved in . the
activitiecs of the Soviet Secret
police in our community, or who
are declared to have knowledge of
such activities,” .

The reader .of *'The Worker”
article is not given a single clue
about the nature of DBudeng's
charges. There is simply a blanket
statement that his sensational
revelations are “lies.” None of the
facts about the ecrimes of the
G.P.U. that Budenz cites in his
book are referred to—mno attempt
is made to refute them. For these
facts are dynamite,

This silent treatment is in accord
with the policy -followed by the
Stalinists in the past. Budenz
himself cites the example of the
case of Ignace Reiss, murdered in
1937 after he broke with Stalinism

and joined the Fourth Inter
national. The Stalinist press in
this eountry was forbidden to

mebtion the case beeause it was
“too hot to handle.”  Although
Budenz does not give the reason,
the fact iz that the Swiss police
caught the G.P.U. red-handed in
the crime.

Budenz also relates - that when
he was editor, he was instructed
not to touch the ease of Juliet
Stuart Poyntz, who in 1937
‘walked into Nowhere one day on
the  streets of New York”
Budenz says that a “ Comrade H,”
4 prominent C.P. national com-
mittee member,. told him that Miss
Poyntz had been liguidated” by
the G,P.T. Budenz was in-
strueted not even to “ allude to it
in the press” beecause it was “ hot
cargo.”

Obviously Budenz’s revelations
about the G.P.U. confirming
Stalin’s murder of Leon Trotsky

| are even * hotter cargo,”

The strike of surface workers
Tyldesley-Mosley Common-Atherton area from 24th-29th
June, although of comparatively short (l‘i_n'ation, iz a
symptom of the deep uneasiness felt by miners ngtionally.

- Miiners’ N

Lancs. Coal Board

Old Gang in

ALLEN
in fifteen pits in the

very clear that the Administration
of the Mining Industry is still in
the hands of the very men who
have fought the miners tooth and
nail threughout ' their lives. o
them, has been added, a few tame
Trade Union ofticials.

The miners here in Tyldesley
are not at all thrilled, to say the
least, to see the Coal Board taking
over Worsley Hall and its beau-
tiful gardens, for “ offices.” And
what kind of nationalisation is this,
in which the chief of the Regional
Coal Board is ncene other than the
son of oune of the biggest former
mineowners in Lanecashire? - These
people now sit in Worsley Hall (paid

for by the miners) and operate
with the old typical boss  class
attitude to the miners. The

Dureaucrats do not own the mines,
but they take good care to make
themselves very comfortable, and
give  themseclves big sa]:u‘ie.s.
These people have . nothing in
common with the miners. They
are proving it every day, and the
miners, here in - Lancashire have
shown a hardening attitude to the
Coal Board officialdom, which will
become very plain in the future.
60,600 Tons Lost —
Coal Board Responsible
60,0600 tons of coal

were lost

1during this strike, and the general

anrest in Lancashire has led to a
serious drop in output.

The responsibility for this lies
with the Coal Board, which has
proved that -if it has to choose
between losing coal or rectifying
an obhvious wrong, it prefers to fose
the coal rather than even negotiate
the rights and wrongs of the case.
Such. people are hypoerites hiding

behind the propaganda of the
“Daily  KExpress,” and using

Beaverbrook and Kemsley against

the miners.
Has Happened

What
To The NUM.?

The leadership of the N.U.M,
behaved  disgracefully- - through-
out the strike. - A comment by a
striker very aptly sums up . the
sitnation: * Once the Union gave
us ideas and a lead against the
owners; Now the Coal Board gives
alk the ideas to the: Union against
the: Miners:”..0 . - Vi

LD T

.payment of the amount of salary

ment, or af the very least nego-

| costs

- Jlordinate
et Tairenty

Force
Control "’—say

tiations, with the " Board, the
leadership spent its time  issuing
proclamations to the ' press that
they wore trying their ‘very very
best to get the strikesstopped at all
at - the earliest = possible
moement, ; 4 -

Not a word of criticism of the
Board ; not a smgle ctitement tu
the Press that the men had a
legitimate grievance; ot a swgle
aemand  that  the Coal DBoard
uegotiate. e

‘Lhe Union leadership = worked
hand in glove with the Board, Lhe
eloguence and winning < wolds  of
Hammond, a so-called - * Com-
munist ', directed to ending the
strike on the Board’s terms, would
have been moie convineging if Le
had shown an ouncerof
ness to fight the Board, or
publicly defended the nicn.

Reporters - from  the. Press, on
asking the officials avhether the
Union thought - the men right or
wropg, were Imet with stony
silence. 1Is it any wonder that the
MNational Fress ™ gets away with
attacks on the miners: when the
‘un.en leaders wow't  defend. them
Jublicly ?

The Miners Must
Control The Mines

Unless the mines eome under
democratic  control from below,
from the actual mine workers, the
Coal Board will eontindie in the 'old
Avay. Why should the miners have
to fight _and -strike . over these
issues time and time fgain? The
only lasting solution -is for the
miners really to control through
the lodges and pit ecommittees, the
appointments of officials, and the
general regulation of conditions of

had

The N.UM. DBMust Really

Fight For The: Miners, Not

Act As Office Boys For The
Coal Board

DBut where the N.U.M; leader-
ship openly goes om-to:the side
of the Coal Board; and fights
against -the men, it is necessary
to set up machinery to co-ordinate
the struggle. Not to leave the
N.U.M., but to fight for a militant
policy and leadership, and take it
out of the hands of the Board's
supporters is the ehiéf task. ~And
in this task, the rank and file com-
mittees and strike committees have
a great scope. - The weakness of
this strike ‘lay in the: fact that
there was ;ﬁo"-maglﬁmé‘;y- Lo e

h the 15 p

G
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. Strike

Miners

throughout Lancashire -and ° the
whole country could work together
i a common policy.

Bus and Tram
Sunday Strike

Dissatisfuetion over wages and
had  working © conditions in  the
transport industry’ expressed itself
in large scale strike action by
tram and bus workers throughout
che country.

The militant attitude taken by
he  workers of the L.PT.I3. on
Sunday, Gth July, whan over

55,000 refuged to man the husses
and trams is to he commended.
The issue which is being fought out
ig the demand for time-and-a-half
mgtead  of  the present  measly
time-and-a-quarter, ’

The Union leaders, employers and
the press have all joined hands:in
condemning the strike, -

A spokesman for the London Bus
and Tram strikers said: “ We shall
certinue the strike next  Sunday
and . every - Sunday wntil the
LPUT.B. cames (o its senses.” The
main basis of the workers’ elaim is
th-t they work harder on a Sunday
when  fakings go .up by many
pornds. ¢ : 3

The provineial strikes which have
heen going on over the past month
had in part stopped when the
Ministry of Labour stepped in and
brought - all parties to conference.
I'resh  disputes broke: out whan
these  negotiations collapsed  last
Kriday. Thus large areas in the

work. .Db.lnocrzl'tic:_C(mtrol of the | Aiidlauds, the " North-East and
pits will become more and more | South Coast, and Sonth Wales,
exsential, i :

wede without buses.

The  provineial workers are
claiming rates of pay and con-
ditions similar to those given to
municipal employees some months
ago.  These workers are angered
at the terms handed to them by
the Inguiry Board, headed by Sir
John Foster, which did not inclade
agreement on Sunday rates, over-
time pay, and paid holidays which
would bring them in line with
municipal bus workers conditions.

Transport workers ave well
‘aware that their modest claims can
casily be met out of the swollen
profits of their employers without
increasing fares.

The “Daily Herald " last month
pointed out that a boom is taking
place in bus shares. That share
holders and gamblers are making
ré lot of cash on. such shares which

d - B¢ Dby £10,000,000.

(- I 2
ners pnly.
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SOME PICKINGS !

HE way in which the Trade

Union -~ bureaucrats live and
regard the Trade Union movement
was shown by the report of the
Committee of Privileges on the
move to pension off Mr. W. J.
Brown of .the Civil Service Clerical
Association.

Apart from his salary of £1,000
a year as an M.P., “ Mr. Brown's
present emoluments consist in ' a
salary of £1,350 (nearly £26 a,
weell), the use of a motor car and
an expenses allowance of £250, the
services of a private secretary, the
use of accommeodation and secre-
tarial facilities at the Association’s
offices, the provision of a telephone
at his home, and certain pension
rights.

The -agreement between Mr.
Brown and the Association, added
the report, was remarkable in that,
although Mr. Brown could termin-
ate it by notice, the Association
could net do so without Mr.
Brown's consent, save in the case
of serious aud wilful misconduct.”
" Owing - to  disagreement wit.h
Mr.  Brown’s = political line in
Parliament the C.R.C.A., E.C,
arrived at an arrangement with
M#, Brown to terminate the agree-
ment on the terms of a “ lump sum

which would have accrued to Mr.
Brown had he remained in the
service of the Association until his
normal retiring date on September
13th, 1949 £3,243, a lump sum pay-
ment fo Mr. Brown’s private
secrefary on the same basis, £1,456;

BY AGITATOR =
the Association’s car to remain in|individual  eanitali -
Mr.” Brows's" Posscision’ tntil -t individual = eapitalist  enterprises

reached the age of 55, and a lump
sum payment of £500:to be made in
respect of running and maintenance
expenses during that period.

An ex gratia payment of £1,000
on retivement, and a similar pay-
ment of £250 to Mr. Brown’s
private secretary.”

On top of all this, *The
Executive : would = also consider
launching  a  testimonial fund
among members:” “Evening News”
report, July: 1st.

If the Trade Union and Tabour
bureauerats fought as hard in the
interests - of their members as in
defending  their . own ' privileged
position the workers would be in
a  better position than they are
today.  Only when the officialdom
get the average 'pay of their
members, with regular re-clections
to all official positions, will the
Unions  become transformed into
an instrument fighting for the day
to day interests of the workers,
and preparing the Unions to play
their part in the struggle to over-
throw capitalism. _

PAY “PRIVATE AFFAIR”
HE Tories and Lakour leaders
Jin Parliament have had several

claghes on:the method of appoint-

ment of officials to the Boards of
the Nationalised industries and the
demand that the salavies of the

Staffs of the Boards be made

nublic. In replying to the latter,

Herbert Morrison defended the

“pright” of the Boards to the

pension rights to remain unaltered;

same “ freedom and privacy * "as

-

possess not to reveal. the salaries
of the staffs of the nationalised
Industries. What's sauce for the
goose of individual ecapitalism is
sauce for the gander of state
capitalism.

from a Secialist point of view, is
that not only the nationalised on-
‘terprises but ALL BUSINESSES,
‘PRIVATE” OR STATE should
be compelled to make public ithe
profits of the firm and the salaries
of all officials !

Replying to the referemees and
gquestions of the Tories as to the
capabilities ~ . of the officials
appointed to the Boards * without
business experience” as ““ cushy
jobs for pals™ with their £5,000
and £10,000 a year emoluments,
Shinwell retorted that in the in-
dividual capitalist enterprises
favouritism of the worst type pre-
vailed in the appointment of
directors and officials on the staff.
Relations, old school tie friends,
pukka sahibs from the Army, are
-appointed without regard to guali-
fications or merit.  In other words,
Shinwell said: People in glass
houses shouldn’t throw stones !

The Socialist method: the con-
trol of all appeintments in the
nationalised industries to e in the
hands * of committees of the
workers in the industries, whe
would appoint officials. exclusively
on. ~the basis of capacity and
technical ability do not enter into
the calculations of the Lahour

FROM
Yrankfurt, June,

T have been here approximately
one week.  Naturally, in that time,
I could only have the briefest im-

presgions.
I cannet say much of what is

taking place  outside of  the
Ameil zone which 1 visited.
Clunn 5 oare gepuied to be worse
for the Geiman people in the non-

Amorien sones, Of the Russian
very little is known except
that ne ene wants to go there. In
the so-catled democratic zones, con-
litions are reported to be woise
in tae “French  zome, with the
British =zone only slightly better

Frankfurt is in ruins, of course,.
Vith the exception of Ileidelberg
it is o toss up which of the large
citios are move ecorpse-like.  Only
the Amervican compound in Frank-
Tt seems to be preserved from
the pre-bombing era, With studious
cores ght the Allies reserved such
for future oecupation” pur-
In the centre of the gom-
the modern LG, Farben

an enormous  ollice
, stands out as a picked

mu spacially spared reservatien for
the new rnlers.  The rect of
Teonkinrt appears to- be reduced

| to rubble.  One wonders where arve
the rooms into which people crowd
to live.  Apparently, most of them
Have had to move into the suburbs,
but hers -and there, among  the
ruing, chance has provided only
partially destroyed buildings, and
cccasionally, - believe it -or not, an
entirely whole strueture.

You will get some idea of the
wage conditions and relative value:
when 1 tell you that the workers
earn about 180 marks a month and
that this represents the price of
two and a h:dlf packets of American
cigarettes, With cigarettes, it is
! possible get  anything, No
Serman too proud to trail
American G.I.s in the hope of
salvaging the very meagre butis that.
the new master race discards, I
even saw a very clegantly dressed
gentleman, sporting a cane and
brand new leather gloves, stalking
a group of American soldiers for
their cigarette leavings., The big
question is: who ultimately con-
sumes the new eigarette currency?
It seems that fully half goes to the
farms where. they are exchanged
by the farmers for food. No one
trusts the German mark and there
is really wot muech that oue can
buy wifh it when it is unaceom-
panied by ration coupons. 'The
farmer s aftér goods that the
ghost Jike cities eannot furnish,

to
is

AN AMERICAN

Durable  geods—~have beonsrenladad.

CORRESPONDENT.

May Day

The 1st of May was a holiday
in Frankfurt as it was throughout
Germany, much to the annoyance
of ~the Americans who, innocent-
like, remained at their jobs. The
trade tinion. organisations held a
May Lliay meeting i the morning
i the rarge courtyard outside its
central headquarters, Tthe flat-
tened rubble served as an elevated
stage npon which were rangea the
mevitapie music. band, a large
chorus, and the speakers podium.
Below, ringed by wrecked buiid-
1gs, a patient audience of - some
5,000 workers stood listening to the
L proceedings. A large red streamer
was  strung  across  the  outside -
wall of the union building, and the
small - red paper earnations 'in the
lapel of eaeh worker gave .o the
audience the appearance of an
artificial poppy field,

IBverything seemed so orderly:in. -
that macabre setting. A worker -
poet read @ moving poem dedicated
to those who died mn the struggle
against Nawzism. The chorus sang
beautitully on the same theme and
set the stage for the first speaker
& young and apparently good-willed
:\\11{!1'1(5:1_:1 reprecenting  the Man-
power Sectionm of the oceupation
forces who brought greetings ana
encouragement  from  the ** ben-
evolent” Americans. The erowd
seemed to reccive his speech with-
out any hostility but in the course
of it a squadron of hombers roared
directly = overhead so that mo one
could hear what he was saying.
The attention of the audience was
thus diverted to the real force be-
fore which the  soothing
became less than a whisper.
Worker eyed worker with knowing
ciapee. © kfcre, indeed, was the true
symbel of their situation.

The Youth Are Abseni -

The main speaker was a ' dis-
tinguished looking gentleman with
white hair who was intreduced vs
the Minister President of Ilesse.
The content of his speech—the
tragic disaster of nationalism, the
need for international solidarity,
the denial of the charge that all
Germans were Nazis and a gencrat
plea for socialism—included all
those generalities but lack of con-
creteness which is the mark of a
Social Democrat.. He spoke for
almost "an hour, and for all his
eloquence the workers listened in
gilence, They must have heapd
most of it a long time age, They
then -sang the Iuternationale,
soberly, without® enthusiasm, as if

=profttihie—lor “the’

© the public without hindrance.

What is wrong with this answer

by ecigarettes: " Who  would have
thought that the Gerinany of steel,
coul, and manufactured goods, the
heart” and ¢enter of pre-war
Furopean industry, would some day
be redueed to a eigarétte economy ?

They Rad dofie that, too; & ohg (ilie
ago, ~ Whatl  impression remained
with me most after that meeting was
the almost total absence of the youth,

Not only youth, there was hardly
tContinued vn Page 4.)

Buiiding Bosses
Reap Huge Profits

The employers in the building industry eontinue to reap
huge profits frem the exploitation of the workers, to give
an example, 20 building materials groups made a profit for
one quarter of 1946, of £2,822,000 as compared with
£2,640,000 for the cornesponding pericd of 1915,

Added to this, the large rings
have continued their plundering of
The
British Portland Cement Co. made
a total profit in 1846 of £1,176,673
as compared with £678,216 in 1945.

Every building worker knows,
«what Bevan, the Labour Minister
~ Housing, refuses to face up to)
o the  sabotage and  black
marketeering that is rampant in the
building " industry. The  building
trades workers are well aware that
the employers are not. concerned
ahout -the housring needs of the
workers but primarily with their
profits. -

Bovan recently ‘announced an in-
creage in the maximum selling price
for houses put up by private
huilders of £100. This means
that the private builders will now
be able to charge up to £1,400 for
a house in the Loudon area and
£1,300 elsewhere, This, despite the
fact that building contracts already

placed will bring the employers a-

profit of £50,000,000. But at the
recent Labour Party Conference in
Margate, Bevan had no measures
to propose that would cut into the
profiteering and blackmarket
rackets of the building employers.
This refusal by Bevan to under-
take any real steps against the
employers who place their profits
and interests before the desperate:
housing needs of the workers, wili
gerve only to encourage the profit-
grabbers and black marketeers in
the industry.

A’ genuine Socinlist Government
would  take immediate  steps
against the capitalists who profiteer
out of the housing miseries of the
people. They  would do ‘this
by confiscating the profits
of the employers and by national-
iging the building industry and
operating it under
and eontrol of  the
workers and tradesmen. That
would be thée answer to the
monopolies and the building iings.

building
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Labour’s

Poliéy of

State Capitalism

The Tiovernment has announceéd its intention to establish

a “Colonial Development

Corporation” with total

porrowing powers of £100,000,000 and operating on

commercial principles.

This Corporation will operate on appl'oved capltahst-

imperialist lines.

“There is of course no quebtwn of

giving the corporatlon any general suonopoly in Colonial

development,

enterprise but to supplement it. A
‘Thus spoke Mr. Creech Jones, the Colonial -

investment.”

Secrefary. in deseribing the Scheme.

It is not intended to supplant private

It will encourage private

And he added that

the Government would weleome “private enterprise and

investment ” in the Colonles.

All the spokesmen of British capitalism, both Tories
and Liberals, the whole of the capitalist press from the
“ Daily Mail” to the “ Chronicie” have welcomed the

scheme.

In the House of Commons the Tories were

especially enthusiastic about the * 'mportzmt part played

by private enterprise in the scheme.”

An editorial in

the “Daily Express” of June 26th, corru,tly deseribes

the scheme as one of “ State capitalism .

The “ Daily

Telegraph ” of the same date editorially points out that
this policy is a direet continuation of the policy of the

lonservatives.

It explains elearly’ why the British

capitalist state bas to undertake the task directly of
developing these umdertakings “‘The new Corporation is

designed to shoulder such burdens as in

individaal pioneers

could mot themselves bear in the initial stages of big new
enterprises, and which consist in finding not merely money
but skilled direction and lahour.” .

The individual capitalisis and monopolies have not
_sufficient capital to advance such enormous sums, thus the
" State advances the money for the benaht of the capitalist

class as a whole.

5

This Scheme comes aftu' the (Jnound Nuts project

advanced earlier,

which will be run independently as

a Corporation, and which will also entail large outlays of
capltal on the pa.rt of bhe Govemment :

The 0b.1ect1v=e« behmd the: development “of “Britain’ S-,ﬁ._
‘Colonial Empire—principally African—is eclear.

British

Imperialism strives to make up part of the losses caused by
the retreat and sharing of power with the native capitalist
class in India and the other parts of the Asiatic eontinent.
The aim is to promote the interests of Impeuahsm in the
undeveloped colonies, where the national conseiousness of
the peoples and the anti-imperialist movement is still in

its early stages.

By means of huge State enterprises—

mainly agricultural, cheap foods and raw materials can
be supplied for the benefit of the British industrialists.
Still greater amounts of capital will be forthcoming, if
necessary; for new schemes in the future, aceording to the

plans of the Gowemment

In these schames there is not a partlcle of Socnahsm
This is State Capitalism. in its worst form: the direct
exploitation- of the eolonial peoples for the benefit of

capitalism’' at home.

whatsoever in the development of these plans.

The colonial peoples have no voice

The

phrases about the beneficial and civilising effect they will
have on-ithe coionial peoples are intended to lull the
uneasiness that might be aroused ameng the conscious and

anti-Imperialist, Socialist workers in
Always, Imperialism attempts to

Labour movement,

the Trade Union anu

disguise its predatory character with the hypoeritical
pretence that it benefits the dependent and subject

peoples.
alien rule will not make the

The coating of “ Socialism”™ over a foreign and
black man’s burden of the

white exploiters upon his back any more bearable.

EWS

MADR.

BOMBAY--

The Madras Government, early
on June 10, declared the Madras
Labour Union to be unlawfsl and
promulgated Section 144 Criminal
Penal (ode in the city.

The Government press note says:
“he _Madras Labour ~Union,
during the last one year, has been
1Lsp011a1b1¢ for two illegal strikes
in the Buckingham and Carnatic

Mills. As the condact of the
Union president, Mr. Anthony
Pillai, has been . obstructive

throughout the negotmtmm for a
gettlement, and as he is leading an
illegal strike Wwithout shewing the
glightest interest in the welfare of
the workers, he was arrested and
externed.”

The Press Note alleges that
there are two major cliques inside
the TUnion: one advising the

workers to go back to work and the
other insisting on the release of

oM

Mr. Anthony. Pillai.  “The Union
is torn by internal disgension and
is incapable of working on {rue
trade-union lines. . It has become
an hothed of power politics and
shews ne consideration for
workers, who are mostly ignorant
of the real issues involved. .- The
irresponsible individuals who. are
opposing the - Acting President’s
endeavour to secure an honourzhle
settlement have beent takem into
custody to day”, adds the Govemrn-
ment communigque.

The M.L.U. is the oldest regis-
teped union in India. Tt has a
membership of 13,500 of the 13,800
employees of the Buckingham and
Clarnatic Mills. It owns a two-
storied Dbuilding and has its own
press and newspaper.. The build-

.ing has now bcen sea]ed up hy the

Police.
M. Usman

P.8.—Mrs. Pillai now under house
arrest. :

BY

LABOUR BILL, THE
WORKING CLASS,

AMERICA’S SLAVE
LABOUR BILL

Ameriea’s  organized  workers,
chs frental attack of the hosses
lying down. Already the vanguard
of America’s 400,000 miners uare
out on strike. Shipyard workers,
auto workers and railwaymen are
ready to join the battle against the
forces of reaction and to fight for
their  hard-won rights as trade
unionists,  The entire American
Labour movement stands ready to
take up battle stations. From
the first moment that the Bill was
introduced into - the House  of
he]nowntdtli es, they showed their
letermination to fight., The day
| before the House passed the Bill,
20,000 Chicago pankiughouse
workers staged a one-hour stoppage
of work. The “ Militant ” reports :

. “They marched from the
plants . . . many of them still
in blood-stained work clothes,
nito the square facing the

general offices of Swift & Co.
There they shouted approval ot
resolutions denouncing the 33y
Business drive against labour. -
‘This great demonbtrunon was
called’ said one of the Unien
spolesmen, ‘to let Chicago, the
world and the boys in Congress
kmow that the packinghotse
workers won't take repressive
canti-labsur Bills lying down.”
This was typieal of the mood of
the workers up and down the
country, a mood which was inten-

gified on the day the Bill was
passed by Congress and avaited
the wveto or approval of the
President. e
Union Leadership
Curb Militancy
Instead of encouraging the

fighting spirit of the workers, and
organising a nation-wide eampaign

against the Bill, the cowardly
leadership of the American
Wederation of Labour and the
Congress for Industrial Orvganie-

ation made every effort to curh the

militancy of their followers.. When
ITnion after Union were bnushing

forward the demand for a 24-hour
general strike, Murray and Green
urged them to ednecentr=te on send-
ing  letters . and - telegrams tq
Congressmen and to Froman:

De‘?plff' the valiant efforts of. 1ho
Prade-Lmsien- leadershing =t fead
“he: ¢ n negle into harmless channels;

OYERRIDING THE

15,000,000 strong, are not taking|

| British soldiers

the familiar Nagi-tinditign

WoTkers: solida
-he allowed to

BY
PRESIDENTIAL

To find a suitable mmnarlson for these laws which, as the “ MILITANT "
states, places the Labour movement *in danggr of losing all its hara-won rights at one legislative siroke,” one
wouid have to go back to the Combination Laws of the 19th Century.

lare unot to he dr‘ﬂectu] from their
i determinaticn  to  earry on  the

-1 hght against the Bill on class lines,

The demand for the 24-honr strike,

first put forward.by ‘the American
lTl'otskyists;'is growing and \h,ns
are. not | wanting - that far frem
curbing atr.]\&s, a8 it main pur-
pose, the passing of the Bill will
anleash 4. new . wave, of  rigantic
industrinl struggles which threat-
ens to throw all the economic plans
of ¥Wall Street out of gear.

PASSING

organ

Working Class Poiitical
Party Needed

The passing of the Taft-Flarvey
Bill by Congress, with a 3-1
majority, is impressing on_ the
American workers the neced for a
political . party of their own
Trade Union militants are asking
theiselves why American Labour
permits the intolerable Wall Street
monopoly of politics to continue.
The question of building a Labour

RELEASE

For “improper ”

VETTER!

association  with an English girl a

German P.o.W., Werner Vetter, ha.s‘been sentenced by a

British eourt-nmrit;ial o a

year’s imprisonment. Per-

mission to mary had been previously sought. by the couple,

and this had been refused

by the authorities. ‘Their

11-week old baby. 15 thus denied a father and the girl her

husband for no otlge‘r reason than that: Vetter had been

born a German.

A few weeks ago ' a British
AT, girl who married a German
P.o.W., perforce secretly, was in-
formed that her marriage was
“illegal ”, her hushand- was court-
martialled' and sentenced. . . . He
was a German P.o.W.

In sharp contrast to this re-
actionary racialism on the part of
the DBritish . authorities,: has been
the widespread protests against the
vicious sentence imposed upon
Vetter. 'This has been:voiced by
in (:crm(lm and
abroad, as well as by ‘workers in
Britain, 50 workmates of the girl
concerned signed a petition of pro-
test - demandlng the - release of
Vetter, ; e

The - Nawi racial theory of rhe
“ Herrenvolk ” was propagated in
order to-inflame national -hatreds:
and prejudices to serve the ends of
German capitalism, Thé war was

supposed’ to have Dbecn {fought o

destroy all such " racial dideologies.
Now the British blimps: cpn e m

a disgrace to the T
and - the: ]de‘g&

the workers have shown that they

T
Labour Government,

: the

’l‘he P.o.W.'s are .compelled to
stay in Fngland as slave [abourers
25 months after the end of the war.
875,000 prisoners of war under the
control of the British- authorities,
are forced to live unnatural lives
starved of the affection and love
of the womenfolk at home.

A c(nnpalgu on behalf of these
P.o.W.s is an elementary inter-
nationalist duty that rmust be
undertaken by the workers in the
British Labour movement. They
must  demand that all German
P.o.W.s who wish to do so should
be allowed to return to Gezmauy
nmm-dmiels Those who remain
in Britain should be entitled to full
rights of citizenship and freedom
of movement. Such a . campaign
would lielp to cement the bonds of
.class solidarity between the British
and German workers and help to
destroy  the racial  prejudices
fostered by the remmants of the
Nazis in ‘.mman_\' and the re-.
actionary forees in Britain, who
alone will benefit by inflaming

| racial hatreds.

Demand he 1mmcdlate rclease

POVV‘S be

allowed ﬁo o

THE HARTLEY
WAR

home !
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Against Congress Anti-Labour Bill

C. CHARLES

VETO AND
AMERICAN vCONGRESS HAS DECLARED OPEN

- TAFT
THE

SLAVE
QRGANISED -

ON

of American Trotskyism,

{ Party has pushed Lanif right to the
Pforeground  of

American  working-
class  polities. Congress, -as at
present eonstituted, is in a vicious,
anti-labour mood. It wants to put
the American workers in chains so
that Ainerican capitalism can pre-

pare for its imperialist conquest
of ‘the world without fear of
trouble at home.  The Taft-

Harvey Bill is only a sample of
what is to come. -

As long age as April 12th, when
the anti-labour laws were still in
the rumour stage,, the. * Militant »
wrote :

“ This

danger to dabour is
real. It cannot he met by
relying  solely on the strike
weapon. The unions can defend

themsélves: against this poiitical
assault onfy by forging their own
political weapon—that is, an
- independent Labour Party.”

Stalinist “ Peoples’ Party ™
As the demand for a genuine

Labour Party gains inereasing sup-
port among the organised workers

{of America, the enemies of Labour

are trying to divert it into a harm-
less capitalist “Third Party”
movement. Kovemost in this be-
trayal of Labour are the Ameriean
Stalinists. They are 1)ubhiug the
, under
‘' progressive

idea of a * People’s l’alt\
the

loaduthp of
talists ¥ of the ilk of Ilenry
Vallace, Ickex, Pepper and La
Guardia. In support of this, they
bring ferward the same arguments
they used in  defence of the
* People’s Front” and during their
1945 eampaign for a “ Labour and
Progressive ” Government in
country.

A Labour Party, they say, would
repel other sections of thL popu-
laticn, such as the farmers  and
the middle elasses. 'Fo this, the
“ Militant ” gives them a clear-cut
answer :

“Labour will never command
confidence from-others, if it does
not display confidence in itself,
its own power, programme and
party. The Unions have already
shown' that they are capable of
combating the industrialists and
their government stooges on the
eeonomic: arena. :Once  the  or:

ganised workers undertakeé to
Hdead the Jpolitical strugele againgt
the—moto - W S

increasing sympathy and support
- from all other oppressed SLCUOHS
of ‘the American people

The

What did the Oectober -
Revolution” Give to the
Women

On Idee, 19 and 20, 1917, two
decrees appeared over the signature
cf Lenin, *“ About the Dissolution
of Marriage” and “ About Civil
Tarrizge, Children and the Regis-
ion of Marriages.,” These two
deprived the wman  of the
1)11\11(,;: of domination- in the
family, . gave full freedom to the
woman to decide her marital fate,
and, as a self-evident right, to
deeide ler surname, domicile and
citizenship, Neither had the right
to Lkeep the other ‘in the marital
tie nen‘nst the other’s VulSh -and
a divorce was granted f](‘f‘h to
anyone demanding it. The decree
went on to explain that as Russian
society was poor and had not
gufficient ehildren’s institutions, the

father would be obliged to give
alimony in case of a separation.
No. legal difference whatsoever

exizted hetween a registered and an
unregistered marriage, the children
of an unregistered marriage having
exactly the same rights ag those of
a regirtered one. If man and wife
separated, the property was divided
equally bet\i-"een the two.

Sinee the bearing of children is
connected with the most intimate
aspect of life, and society has no
right whatsoever to prevent the
woman who bears and nurses the
child from deciding whether she is
to have it or not, but on the con-
trary should assist her in carrying
out her decision, all women were
allowed to practise abortion in the
first three months of pregnancy.
(Tn this connecction the state did
its best to pepetrate the remotest
corners of Russia in order to
earry out these decisions; thus, for
instance, special trains equippe(l
with everything necessary for birth
control toured all parts of the
country), "The pregnant woman
received maternity leave of eight
weeks before the birth, and eight

When inequality prevails,
hand, of subjugation,

THE U

BY T. ' CLIFF

and on the other, of

All these decrees, whose aim was
to bring equality to women, conld
not be earvied out in full owing to
the poverty of Russia at that time.
Nurseries were few and far
between, there were few kinder-
gartens, and, most ennspxuums]v,
lacking, were publie kitehens which
conld take the place of the private
Litehen.and eliminate its drudgery.

The Stalinist buteaucracy
gradually umdermined  all  the
deerees promulgated by the Bol-
sheviks after the Revolufion which
aimed at the equality of the sexes.

The' Restoration of the
Capitalist Family

On June 27, 1936, a decree was
promulgated -instituting a. fee for
divorce : instead of -the ° three
roubles formerly requested to cover
expenses, for the first divorce, the
couple now had to pay 50 roubles,
for the second 150, for the third
or any subsequent one, 300 roubles.

A decree  of 8, 1544,
declaved that: e

“ Prospective applicants . for a
divorce will henceforth be obliged
to state their reasons and satisfy
the courts that these reasons are
serious and valid. Both parties

must appear personally before a

lewer court which hears all the

evidence ~ and then seeks ‘to
determine if it can effect a recon-

July

ciliation. If this is believed im-
possible, the petition can be
earried to a  higher court.

Witnesses must be heard in hoth

courts.”

The same decree raised the
divorce Tees to 2,000 roubles, That
this put divoree quite out of-the
reach of the average worker will be
readily undubtood wlhen. one re-
members that the average wage,
which intludes everybody’'s earn-
ings from the salary of the most
highly-paid director to the wage of

weeks after, with full pay.

the lowest paid unskilled workers

| women,

privileges. If, therefore, we

was 3,467 roubles in 1938, (We
have no figures for 1944 itself).
For the elite of Russian society,
2,000 roubles is a mere trifle !
The same decree of July 8th
abolished unregistered mniarriages,
declared that only. the children of a
registered marrviage had legal rights

against their fathers, and. that only
legally married people had the
vights of pension, inheritance,

alimony, ete,

The courts are not to recognise
any demands from unmarried
not . to. investigate the
paternity of an illegitimate child
for the sake of granting alimony
or getting any other help from the
father. =~ Mhe children must also
take the name of the father who
is the head of the family. The
words “ Head of the Family”
were absent from the population
census of 1937. - Perhaps that is
the reason why Yakovlev, the head
of the 1937 census department, and
his - assistants, were purged as
Trotskyists ! In the census of
1939 the “ mistake ” was corrected !
The Russian press of these years
i full of rosy stories ahout the
family life of Marx and Engels;
they forgot that Engel’s marriages
were never registered,

Preaching  Priests’ Morals

In the book “Letters to the
Parents ” the well-known pedago-
gue A. 8. Makarenko (1940 writes:

. . social morals demand that
‘ieXlldl life be restricted to mar-
riage, an overt union of man and
woman for the purpose of
happiness and the breeding of
children.”

The youth paper °* Komsomol-’
skaya Pravda”, of July 27, 1935,
writes that sexual life outside the
family “drives us into meanness,
flith and barbarism.” . The same
paper, on November 21, 1938,
attacks promisenity among young
men - and women, referring to girls’
chastity with honoar and respoct.

Tollowing

The whole Stalinist press follows

thig line.

ISISI RI

Revolutionary Gains Undermmed by Stalin

degree of humani_tys progless is meagured by the condition of women.
even blological differences become the source, on the one

examine the

changes m the posifion of women in Russia from' the October Revolution until to-day,
it will throw a clear light on Lhanges in the regime as a whole during that period.

The Prohibition of
Abortion

That abortions were very wide-
spread in Russia is clear from the
figures from the

i ical Review ” (1929)
Yoscow.  For every thousand of
the Moscow population, there were,
in the year 1925, 31.6 births, 9.7
abortions; 1926—29.7 and 163
respectively ; 1927—25.6 and 19.2:

LRI oy

s

1928—-227 and 27.9; 1920—21.7
and 35.2, Mhe reason for the

widespread cabortions was eclearly
economie, and there are only two
ways to keep their numbers down:
the one, . to improve the economic
situation of the masses, the other
to send the gendarme- with lhis
heavy boots to trample upon the

most intimate. aspects of life, The
Stalinist .bureauncracy chose the
gendarme.

On June 26, 1936, abortion was
declared a criminal offence. Of
course, the women of “high
society ¥ have means of circum-
venting the law, It is the working
woman who suffers.

With the greatest hypocrisy
“Pravda’ explains the reason for
the law: . . . abolition of eapital-
ist exploitation in the U.S.8.R., the
rise in the material situation, and
the tremendous rise of the political
and cnltural level of the toilers
make it possible to revise the
deeisions of 1920.” (25.5.36.) If
life has become so sy, why the
prohibitive law?

Where - there are Privileged
there are Pariahs

Stalinist jurisprudence
stop here.

did not,
Hines were imposed on

{(Continued on_page 4.)

this-

" which

Profits Tax,
replaces the former Excess Profils
Tax, was debated during the Com-
mittee stage of the Finance Bill
(embodying the Budget proposals)
on June 11th.

The new

“The Tories, of courre, pressed
for a reduction of this tax. Frome
their point of view the capitalists
1ean never make enough profit.
However, Major Bruce (Labour,
N. Portsmouth), quoted from the
Industrial Annual Results Sum-
mary of the “ Investors’ Chronicle”
of June Tth, which reveals greatly
increased dividends all along the
ling: . )

Allied Industrial Services have
increased their dividend from
369 to 50%; «

British Thermostat from 18} %
to 231%;

Leicestershire  Colliery -and
Pipe Company, Oddenino’s Hotel
and the “ Daily Mirror” have all
doubled their dividends.

Douglas  Jay = (Labour, N. ¥
Battersea), quoted similar figures,
such ag the 2244 tax free dividend
plus a 239% tax free bonus of
Morris Motors, all in spite of the
fuel crisis | Major Bruee further
quoted from page 982 of the
“ Investors’ Chronicle " :—

“May was a good month for
most sections of the Stock IEx-
change. Tndeed, for industrial
equities it was a banner month,
to judge from our Industrial
Share Index. ¥or this Index
last month not only wrote off
the fuel crisis losses; it reached
a higher Ievel tham that -estab-
lished at the end of January,
before the crisis.”

The following Statement of
Douglas Jay, a Government sup-
porter, again reiterates the
declared policy of the Labour

leaders to make British capitalism
work :
“The Chairman of John
Summer Ltd, said that in-
creased profit results for 1946
were due to improved production
and greater efficiency all round.
That is a very satisfactory state
of affairs under a Labour
Government.” .

But even he acknowledged
. profits and dividends
going up and that, in those
ditions, there is a stronger
for increasing the Pmﬁts
rather than reducing it.”

The progress of the reduction of
taxation of Big Business under the
Labour Gevernment was traced hy
the Chancellor of the D).chequm,
Ml Dalton :

that

are
con-
case
Tax,

13

n e
to 60%, thole was a gréat blaze
of excitement on the Stock Ex- -
change . . . they could not believe
that it was coming down lower
than 20%: and when we took
it off altogether in the second
Budget, there was another blaz~ .

of excitement on the Stock
Exchange, very naturally.” (!)

He added:

“Tt is extraordinary how un-
grateful ecertain sections of the
community are,” (!!) and con-
tinued, “It should always - be
kept in mind, in discussions of
this tax, that this is a very mild
and partial replacement of the
Tixcess Profits Tax, the removal
of which has  undoubtedly:
+ enabled alarge number of in-
dustrial concerns  very  sub-
stantially to raise their
‘dividends.” :
This is in -great contrast, how-

ever, to the further burdens placed
on the shoulders of the working

class, such as. the Tobaecco Tax.
And such measures are being
carried out - in the name of

Soecialism !

Not only was there no word of
criticism. from the “ Communist ™

M.P. (allacher, but he even
greeted the proposals in  the
following words:

“1 ask the Chancellor to co

ahead in the action he is taking.
I shafl be happy if he succeeds
-in  carrying out a peaceful
revolution.” (1)

Such a comment has nothing in

commen with Marxism-Leninism,
It is  permeated through and
through with the spirit of re-

formist parliamentarianism of the
worst. type. . It serves to =screen
the State Capitalist measures of
the Labour leaders and palm them
off as the fiest stages of the
Socialist revolution.

Bulgarian
Constitution

-“ Neither Soviet
Nor Communist”

The new Bulgarian Constitution,
characterised by President Kolarov
as “neither Soviet, nor Communist,
but Bulgarisn and .progressive®
was ratified by the unanimous vote
of the 202 deputies present, ont of
a total of 366.

..The absent 74 deputies, opposi-
tionists, were accused by Kolarov
of having “calummiated  ithe
Soviet Unjon and democracy from

the floor of Parliament” and
asserted that fthe * reactionary
attempis at restoration will be

-1 smashed.”
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 POLICY OF

Nationalisation of the land, of
financial, insurance, industrial,
priges

Abolition of business secrets.

without: compensation, and the operation of
enterprices on the basis of an overall preduction plan
control of workers’ and technicians’. committees.

.P.

all atomic processes, of all large
distributive and transport enter-
these
under

All company books to be open to

« inspection by trade unions and workers commitiees.

short supply under fhe control

Distribution of food, clothes, fuel and other consumers goods in

of committees elected from the

co-ops, distributive trades, factories, housewives and small shop-
keepers which will eliminate the black market.

The control and allocation of

existing housing space in the

hands of tenants committees; a state flnanced national house-

building plan to be directed
tenants committ_ees.

by the building trades unions and

A rising scale of wages to meet the increased cost of [Iiving

with a guaranteed minimum and a falling scale eof hours to

absorb the unemployed, who

must be fully maintained while

not working; a 40-hour week maximum without loss of earmings.

Abolition of the Monarchy and
rights for all from the age of

the House of Lords; full electora
18; and full politieal and 'civil

rights for men and women in the forces; the immediate repeal ox
all sirike-breaking and anti-fabour Jaws. ’

Abolish Gonsetﬁptimi: For the

dissolution of the standing:army

and its substitution by a workers’ militia.

For the abolition of military
anti-labour officer caste from
or officers from the ranks,
schools by the trade umions ax
craining of worker officers,

Full and immediate freedomn
choose their own form of
withdrawal of British troops

10. End secret diplomacy and a p

¥or the establishment - of

law; clear out the reactionary
the armed forces; ior the election
military
the expense of the State for the

for India and the other colonies to
-government; . the immediate
trom all eolonial countries.

eace of vengeance and prunder;

end race hatred, anti-semitism, WVansittartism and the colour
bar; the withdrawal of British troops from Eurupe and Asia
and a peace based upon the setf-determination of the peoples of

1surope, Asia and the world.

11. Unconditional defence of the S

- powers; for the overthrew of

craey and the re-introduction
b

" against all occupying forces,
che establishment of a United

oviet Union against all imperialist
the privileged Stalinist bureau-
of woerkers’ demoeracy in hussia.

Full support and active co-operalion with the European workers

for the overthrow of ecapitalism and
Socialist States of Europe; unity

with the workers and exploited masses of all lands m the

strugg_le for world socialism.

S. Africa

Trade Unionism
lllegalised

(C‘t_mrte'.wedl from Page 1.)

pressing - for such a measure  to

Lprevent-ttaifair pomvetition 7 and

J#vithdraw the Bill for the present
parliamentary. . session, with ' the
promise to mtroduce. it in }

L,

A New

has been replaced by a new
stated that the new index is no

predecessor.

It is mo accident that the new
index ig introduced at a time when
the Labour Government is pre-
paring to make drastic cuts in the
food subsidigs——in fact, it is part
-and parcel of this policy.
Whereas the old 1904 index gave
a ‘weight” of 60% for food, the
new index gives 35%. It is clear
that reductions in the food subsidies
will mean increased prices for the
consumers and that such inereases
will not be reflected so sharply in
the new index as it would have
done even on the - old index.
The *“ RKconomist”, (29.4.47),

stated: -

“ The difficulties which arise,
when it ¢comes {o devising a new
index are of two kinds, technical
diffieulties of statistics and issues
of public policy . . . the issue of
public policy is that, since any
imaginable new index of the
cost-of-living will almost certainly
show a bigger rise in prices than
the old index . . . the improve-
ments of the index may lead to
widespread claims ‘for higher
wages—or alternatively, to still
higher subsidies to bring the new
index down te the level of only
329 above September, 1939, at
which the old index now stands.
The Committee’s proposed tem-
porary index would attempt fo
dodge this issue by basing itself
on 100 at the time it is intro-
‘dueed and not being caleulated
back to before the war.”

And precisely to * dodge the
issue ” of bringing wages more in
accord with the real cost-of:living
today,- is the purpose of the
Government in introducing the new
index. "The White Paper explain-
ing the new index states:

‘This new interim index of
retail prices differs fundament-
ally - from the old 1914 (1904)
index in that it will simply show
the changes that have taken place
from 17th June, 1947 onwards
. . . it will not show the rise in
the cost-of-living since 1937-38.7

COST OF LI\

BY G. NOSEDA

After many years and much -pressure from the Labour
movement, the old cost-of-living index (baseéd on the.
average expenditure of a working class family in -1904),

i

real cost-of-living today than was

index whieh gives a'* weight” of

.commenting - on  the - new - index [

Phoney

interim ” index. It can be .
more a true reflection of the
its long outdated

means that the tremendous increase
in food prices that have ocecurred
in. the years since 1938, and the
congequent increased expenditure on
this item, are not reflected in an

ouly 35% to food.: This is the
‘ sleight of hand’-trick by which
the Labour Government seeks to
play the capitalist employers’ game:
cutting food subsidies and passing
the ‘inereased costs onto consumers
on the one hand and warding off
justified  demands . for * wage in-
creases because of rising costs, on
the other.

At the present time, the -weekly
cost of the rationss.is=7just - oyer
Os. 3d. per persom.- .1 i
thie Government pays the food trade
2s. 3d. each week for each persen

rationed.s This = i§  the = food
* subsidy ” and © amounts to
£7,000,000 a week: Dr, Edith

Summerskill, Parliamentary Secre-
tary to Strachey, " the Labour
Minister of Food, stated in reply
to a gquestion in the House of
Commonsg (June 29th), that the
Government expeets to save
£15,000,000 on the! wmilk subsidy
and £6,250,000 on the tea subsidy
by April, 1948, and even more in
the following yeat: TUnder dis-
cussion in the Government is the

food 'subsidies.

The burdens of such cuts will
be borne by the working class
housewife. . Meanwhile the food
interests and big monopoly stores
continue to make hupe profits
without any action being taken
against them  by.: the Labouar
Government. On the contrary, the
Labour ministers show a marked
regard for the eapitalists’ * right
to profit.”” -Recently, .sweets and
chocolate prices weént up for the
congumers; but higher profits for
the wholesalers - are assured.
Strachey, replying to a gquestion in
the House of Commons. (4th June)
involving the new. profits margin
affecting sweet retailers said, * The
new margin will allow. distributors

question of eutting similarly other:

INDEX

which is some £5,000,000 more
than a year ago.”

Colonial Stores Group (which in-
cludes Home and Colomal Stores,
Maypole Dairy Co. Meadow Dairy,
Allied Sappliers Ltd, Food Pro-
ducts Investment Litd., and
Lipton, Ltd,) made a profit in
1946 of £1,208,948 or £248,515
more than in 1945, The gross
profits of 12 Food Trusts in the
third guarter of 1946 amounted
to £1,086,000. Similar huge profits
are being coined throughout the
food industry.

The clamour of the Tories for
the reduction of food subsidies
goes hand in hand with the em-
ployers’ pressure for a cost-of-
living index that would conceal
the real rise of living. costs and
allow them to. “ legitimately ” re-
Jeet or trim down, justified wage
claims,- 'The Labour: Government
has capitulated to thig pressure in
both cases, by already commencing
subsidy ents on tea and milk and
the introduction of the new
terim index, an index which does]|
not truly reflect the increased- cost-
of-living for.. the. workers. These
measures of the TLabour  Govern-
ment react to the advantage of the
profiteering Food Trusts and Com-
‘bines and the employers, and
penalises the working class family.

Approximately * two-and-a-half
million workers engaged in indus-
tries where wages are tied to the
cost-of-living indices, will be
affected adversely by this interim
index as the cost of food con-
tinues to increase. Many miliions
more of working class homes will
also - be  affected. That is
why a campaign must be under-
taken in the Labour movement to
bring pressure on the Labour
Government to demand a
GENUINE cost-of-living index to
replace . this fraudulent successor
to the old 1904 index. =~

A cost-of-living index that is a
true refiection
expenditure can be authoritatively
compiled by Consumers’ Commit-
tees consisting of housewives, co-
operatives, trade wunion and
factory representatives and small
shopkeepers. The setting up of
sueh consumers’ committees by the
Trade Union and Labour move-
ment is the first and necessary step
towards real and genuine cost-of-
living indices, But linked to, such
a campaign, and . as an integral
part of it, must be the demand for
a rising scale of wages to meet the
increased cost of living, with =a

In other words, this simply.

a gross cash profit of -£24,000,000,

guaranteed minimum.

‘the .‘ disruption” and  dislocation - of
“the labour market,” =, .

Africans Deinand

“ Democracy ”

This Bill marks the latest effort
on the part of the Smuts’ Govern-
ment to keep the African worker
“in his place.”

Since the end of the war, the
Africans, many of whom served
overseas in the armed forces, have

. been demanding a little of the
“ democracy ¥ the war was sup-
posed to have been fought for, and
of which Smuts is such an elequent

champion. They have bheen de-
manding a decent standard of
living for themselves and their

familice—adequate wages to meet
the rapidly rising cost of living,
and houses fit for human heings to
live in instead of the miserable tin
shanties in which most of them
are eompelled to live in all the big
towns and on the farms. Trade
Unionism has made rapid strides
among the African workers and it
is to eurb this development that
thizs Bill has been introduced.
Strong  pressure  from  the
workers—white as well as black—
has compelled the Government to

S s
Aed-fornrmest-ressitir — e 3

‘progressive ‘Trade

<

modified forin, is. allowed to go
through, it would be the thin end
of the wedge. 'I'radé Unionism
would be wundermined and the
deepening fissures in the South
African working class which will
result, would make it easy for the
Government to start a drive
directed against the entire Iabour
movenient.

Labour Movement
Must Act

South African workers will need
the full backing of the British
working class in their fight against
British imperialism and its agents.
Every Trade TUnion branch, every
section of the Tabour Movement
must send its protests against this
Bill to the High Commissioner for
the TUnion of South Africa,
Trafalgar Square, W.C.2.
Labour (Government must be com-
pelled to take steps to stop this
brutal exploitation ~of African
workers. British capitalists must
not be allowed to grow fat on the
enslavement of the black-skinned
workers of South Africa.

Union : leaders’
realise that if this Bill, even in a.

The

Women in the USSR

{Uontinwed from Pgge 3.)

unmarried people and on childless couples.

women with many children received

Third child ...
Fourth
Fifth
Sixth ,, ...
Seventh and eighth child
Ninth and tenth

”»
'Y sen was e

(1}

Above ten &
What miserable compensation for
the abolition of the right of

ahortion! One.small quotation from
“Pravda” will show us the extent
of the “ magnanimity . The issue
of May 17, 1938, says that the
“fee for a child in the pioneer
camps should not be more than
the cost of maintenance—250-350
roubles a month.”

While the DBolsheviks under
TLienin  allowed pregnant women
eight weeks” maternity leave before
the birth and eight weck after, with
full pay, the decrée of July 8, 1944,
allowed only five weeks before and

~six weeks after the birth, while
full pay was given only on condition
that the woman had worked for six
years previously in the same place;
she received 80 per cent. if she
worked from three to six years, 60
per cent. for two to three years, and
50 per cent. for less than two
years.

The meanness to which the
Stalinist  bureancrucy  descends
when dealing with the working

woman is clear from the instrue-

On the other hand,
grants, as follows :—

Monthly

Single Grant allowance
400 —
1,300 80
1,700 120
2,000 140
2,500 200
. 3,600 250
5,000 300

permit women “to absent them-
selves from work Dbecause of
diagnosed menstruation.” (Obzor
Sotsialnove Strakhovanya, 1930).
The same mcanness was shown by
gome women of the Stalinist
aristocracy who wrote to
“TIzvestia” demanding that ser-
vants be bonnd to their places of
work. (Dec. 30, 1940).

Among the lowest of the pariahs
in every society are the prostitutes,
and it is no accident that the 1937
census questionnaire included among-
the professions—servants, vagrants
and prostitutes. The fact that the
1937 census figures were not. pub-
lished, and that in the 1939 census
these items were not included,
speak for themselves.

The women of high soeciety, who
are the main customers of the Per-
fume 'Trust headed by Mme.
Molotov, do not need holidays with
pay ‘in case of pregnamcy! For
them a few thousand roubles for
divorce is a mere drop in the
ocean! They have their means of
circumventing the law. Tt is the
workers as a whole, and especially

tion of the Commissar of National
Health which forbids physieians to

the working women, who suffer
from these cruel laws.

Anglo-French Imperialism

bureaucracy.

The Stalinist bureaucracy has
denounced the Scheme as intended
to assure the economic domination
by Anglo:-French capitalism over
the smaller ‘nations of Europe.

So far, of tlie Bastern European
satellités of Russia, only Czecho-
slovakia (obviously in agreement
with Russia) has agreed to send
delegates to Paris.

Obyiously, behind the scenes the
Russian  bureaucrats are still
negotiating for a compromise with
American and Anglo-French Im-
perialism on terms favourable to
them in Eastern Euarope. Trade
talks between DBritain and Russia
are-proceeding.

Bevin continues to praise  the
“ generous and unselfish ' action of
American Imperialism, But
Molotov has correctly shown the
intentions of America, through the
instrumentality of Britain and
France to integrate the economy of
Itarope in such a way as to draw
Kurope into dependence on the
dollar bloe, for the long term
struggle: against Russia.

The- Marshall plan can only be
understood -on, the basis of the
alignment of class and national
forces on an international seale. It
is part of the class struggle and

Marshall plan in face of the opposition

is proceeding. with the
of the Stalinist

played by the Great Powers. The
peoples ‘and the small states of
Europe are regarded as pawng in
the grim struggle for domination of
the Xuropean continent, and above
all the fight against the Socialist
revolution. :

Capitalist Crisis Of
Over - Production

What  constitutes  America’s
strength  is  simultaneously = her
greatest weakness: her enormous

productivity and Her wealth and
abundanee.  In a .letter to the
“Times”, one .of the Labour
M.P.s. indieates the problem with
which America is faced. .

¢ Iixcept for .the war period,

America never, since 1929, pro-

vided at home or abroad sufficient

purchasing power for the con-

sumption of goods up to her 1929

production, and with production

two or three ftimes as great,
what can stop a slump greater
than 1929-31 2 ” :

America  has . stepped  into
Britain’s shoes as- the world’s
banker, -insurance agent and the
greatest exporter of manufactured
products. She is the greatest
creditor nation-in the world. And

the game of power politics heing

simultaneously she' is the biggest

(Continnwed from Page 1.)

sympathy with the offenders.”
{Unofiicial strikers).

He repeated his warning against
unofficial strikes in his Presidential
address to the Miners' Union Con-
ference in Scotland, He did not
have a. word to say about the
insolent challenge to the rights of
the workers .bhy. the spokesmen of
the Coal Board.

The Ministers in the Govern-
ment, inclading Shinwell, Minister
of Mines, are also making veiled
threats. Inm dealing with abgentee-
ism, Shinwell said: “ work or geb
out” at a speech in Cannock.

None of these Labour leaders
ever vraise the real problem:
Shinwell uses the term * parasite ”
but never in connection with those
capitalist parasites who have been
so ‘lavishly compensated as a
reward for ruining the industry.

Every worker knows that miners,
ne more than other workers, in-
dulge in strikes for fun. Only
when they have a genuine griev-
ance and their patience has come
to an end and there is no other
means of * redress, .do workers
organise strikes—official or “un-
official . The responsibility for
these’ strikes iz on the shoulders
of the

[

management of the Coal |-

Stop Threatening the Miners

for not paying sufficient attention
to the grievances of the workers.

What is the real cause of the
trouble? The * Daily Mail ” in its
editorial of July Tth remdrks with
malicious glee:

- “So far the magie of National-
igation has not worked. Before
the war this ~“policy always
meant ‘the mines for , the
miners’, but as it has turned
out the men have no direct voice
in the industry at all.”

They use this to discredit the
idea of nationalisation among the
workers., But it is true that the
Labour leaders are operating not
a socialist policy based wupon
workers’ control and management,
but one of State capitalism. ;

If the Labour leaders continume
on this course it will not solve the
coal gquestion. It will mean bigger
and more hitter strikes in the coal-

fields, Tt will assist the capitalists
to discredit the Tabour Govern-
ment.

The only progressive way out
lies, not in restricting the right to
strike, but in eliminating the root
cause  of the trouble—ecapitalist
control of the mines,

The miners must counter. this
propaganda barrage by the simple
demand : oL :

Away with the capitalist Coal
‘Board: the 'miners’' must them-
selves manage and - control - the

"the fantastic customs  dues

exporter of agi-’icuifura,i_, pr’oduci‘s

-1 on the planet, ~She. wishés to pour

a- floodl of goods on the world
market without  allowing  her
victims to pay for the tribute.in the
form of exports to America, That
is why two-thirds and more of the
world’s gold is in the wvaults of
America’s banks.

But there is a limit to the drain
of gold. The impoverished and
weakened nations of Ewrope have
reached that limit. That is why
there is talk of am international
dollar < crisis by the end of 1947.
This is easily understood when the
figeres of  America’s trade in the
first quarter of 1947 are considered.
The exports of American goods
and- sérvices amounted in 1947 to
4.9 billion dollars, while imports
only ‘amounted to 1.9 billion
dollars. * At this rate, and if any-
thing the gap is widening, by the
end of the year the amount of ex-
ports would be 19.6 billion and the
}r‘u}_mrts only 7.6 billion dollars.
This leaves an American surplus
of 12 Dillion dollars. At the
utniost, the nations of the world
could provide five billion dollars
in gold leaving a gap of 7 billjon
dollars which it is impossible for
them fo bridge.

If Europe -ceases to buy
American goods it would mean
catastrophe for Europe, but also
for America.” Heonomit “erigig’ in
]*]urope just at the time when the
American home market is reaching
satull':itiou point, would inean
terrlb}u ‘economie  convulsions  in
America too. Without these ex-
Dorts, there looms the prospect of

the greatest unemployiment  in
American history. .
Three Aims

So American capitalism tries to
Iill three birds with ome stone.
She hopes to hold back the danger
of Socialist revolution. .She is
compelled to give goods away to
ward off the economic slump.  And
simultaneously, she hopes to build
up 4 Western Furopean and
Cenfral European bloc in order to
weakien Russia and prepare for the
inevitable military struggle against
the Soviet Union,

America proceeds from the usual
sordid motives of Tmperialism. In
this programme there is no way out
for t}.m, peoples of Europe. The
carrying through of the programme
will méa the temporary uplifting of
the economy in Europe, to a great
extent the restoration of the pro-
(_hmtive Power of Western Germany
if it dven succeeds, in its objects,
But this, only to prepare an even
greaten crisis of ever-proeduction on
a world, and especially FBuropean,
geale than in 1929-31 within a few
years, ]

But the alternative offered by the
Stalinist bureaueracy is even more
barren. The maintenance of the
national sovereignty of the
Furopean nations ecan only aggra-
vate the nroblems of Turope.
‘When, Bevin and- Bidualt. point to
and
nnmerous - states " into -which ‘the
Taropean’ contitent: is  divided,
which™ aggravates  the ' deonomic

Board—and on the Union leaders

pits “through  elected  committescs.

(Continued ut foot of next Col.)

Food combines like the Flome and |-

in- |

‘a much - lower: wage ‘of £3 155, 0d.

of working class

With a firm determination,
Royal Arsenal Co-operative

sees more workers supporting
909, are oud. '

It is the same old sordid story
of how the negotiating machinery
plays around with a wage claim
for months on end, and the only
way open to militant workers was
to ecall for a show-down by strike:
aetion,  Nepgotiations: have been
going on for about 15 months.

The wages of Co-op workers are
quite low and it is noticeable that
the Co-op flouts another of the
early prineciples of the society by
giving female labour an unegual
rate for the job. -

" A male shop-assistant gets ihe
meagre. wage of £4 '19s. 6d., and
the women doing a similar job get

With' income tax deducted a single

Hardly a monument to proud. co-
operative principles. :

The claims of the Union are for
11s. 6d. and 8s. 0d. It is interest-
ing to note that when the Union
put forward this programme some
time ago, the Co-op counter-claimed
for a 4/- reduction in wages. The
basie wage is ouly T3/- for males,
and 47/6 for females, the rest is
made up of & war bonus. Juniors,
receive very much less,

"The strikers belong to the Wool-
wich Branch of U.S.D.AW. At a
meeting held Iast September, when
5-600 workers were present, full
support was given to a resolution
sent to the A G.M. asking for-a
basic rate of 84/-. The resolution
was shelved. ‘When the branch

man  receives only: £4 58 1id.|

Go-Op Workers Strike
For Higher Wages

BY T. REILLY

nearly 4,000 workers of the
Society stopped work on

Saturday, July 5th, demanding an inereased wage of 25/-
for all over 21 years, and 15/- for juniors.

Each day
the strike and already over

Strike Committee of 16, and a-sub- .
committee of 8 for the South-West
area.

Strike action has already re-
sulted in the London Section of
U.B: AW asking: the Union. to
get-negotiating - machinery: reorgan-
ised.

The Strike Comunittee have
handled the situation quite sucecess-
fully and  in a very demoecratic
manner with the solid support and
backing of the workers, A strike
bulletin has been issued; informing
the strikers of the latest position,
keeping: them in close touch with

events, - Pickets and a splendid

eourier service were highly organ-

dsed. - . :
Needless to point = . out,

“Reynolds  News?” attacked the
strikers more vehemently than the
eapitalist press, !
Such a struggle around wages
is & national one, and concerns all.
workers in the- Co-op Movement:
The full weight of the Society is
directed against this demand of the
R.A.C.8. workers, fully realising
that it would be takem up by
workers in all sections of - this
industry. For this special reason,
the strike movement needs the gup-
port of other areas to attain® ity
specific demand. 4
If the Union’s claim of 11s, 6d.
and . 8s. 0d. is met it can be gaid
that it will be only due to the strike
action taken by the R.ACS.
workers and the general militancy

met on- the 3rd June, it elected a

among Union members themselves.

Conditions in

(Continued from Page 2.)

4 man there who wuas less than
nity, 1 uasked myselt: where 1s
the  Gelman youth and Uerman
manhood ¢ L'rue  énough, there
were foul to five mithons uead and
& couple of more million prisoners
of war stili  unreturned to
Germany, but we must remember
that berore the war Germany had
4 population of GU millions,

‘I'isat same afternoon 1 went to
a meeting at the lrankturt 'Fier-
garten which was under the
auspices of the Communist Party.

| The meeting was devoted mainly

o makig propaganda for the

_|-establishment of a so-called united

party - of - the Communists . and
Socialists, Fuch #s mow exists mr
the Russian zone. When I saw 'so
many youxng pepple pouring out ot
the trams to get into the Tiergarten
or Zoo 1 thought for a while that
the youth had come under the in-
Huence of the Stalinists, Actually,
it was not so at all. In the area
of the Zoo reserved for the meet-|
mg, the ‘audience, which was
almest as large as that of the
merning  meeting, showed very
little variation in age from that of
the earlier meeting. The young
people camé to the Zoo only to
amuse themselves by watching .the
animals, and by taking in the
circus and the rides, .-
. . . Revolt is a process.. The
German youth did not have the
chance to experience this process.
Nazism did not crumble piece-meal
as ltalian fascism’' did. It col-
lapsed all at once nét from within
but by blows from without, That
is the tragedy of Germany and of
the German youth. Western and
Russian militarism rushed into-the
vacuum and over the partitioned
remains established their militar-
ist alternative to the Nazi system.
In their swift advance they swept
aside even those fechle beginnings
of independenee and control which
the German workers had set up at
the moment of collapse. Is it then
any wonder that the German people
are not inspired or convinced by
the pretended superior ideologies of
their conquerors

The oxperience of protest and
struggle begins only mow. In the
strikes of the Ruhr miners and the
hunger demonstrations, the German
workers, housewives and youth are
beginning to assert themselves and
to believe in themselves. It re-
Inains only to make the proper
connection  with  their present
situation and the Nazi eatastrophe.

problem and helps to absorb the
life-blood of Hurope_ they are per-
ftsct]y correct. Even under capital-
i,  America has " shown what
marvels can be achieved by organ-
WINg economy on ‘4 eontinental
seale.  The resources of Burope
are even greater than those of the

American  continent, But  the
method of “ uaifiestion proposed
by them will _merely me@n the

domination of the smaller “hy the
!)1ggel' Imperialist fations, who in
their turn will be dominated by
the higgest of all. There will he
no real unity, or even the aholition
of the armies, tariffs and other
evils which are stifling Europe.
'1‘}.“‘3-' cannot even approach -the
fringes of the solution.. 3
Only the complete destruction of

capitalism in Hurope can hreak
dm\:n the old harriers of -the
nation-states .of the . past. The

economic and political” unity of
Turope can only be aclhieved by
thc_massns of Hurope in strugele
against the ecapitalists  and now
also against the Stalinist bureau-
cracy. Against the Marshall
“ Plan ”, the workers must pose a
genuine plan  for the Socialist
UniteQ_States of Europe which
wourldSreally map, out the reséurces
of Eurdpe and organise them for:

-class,

the U.S. Zone

Left Wing Parties

The young people that I _ha.ve
met have no faith in the Soeial
Democracy-and, if anything, speak
of joining wup: with the Com-
munists. . The . Christian Demo-
crats. thrive . most among the
farmers and non-workers. No -one
whom I met -had a good word to
say for the Russians and I found
it somewhat "of a contradiction, that
many at the same time should want
to support the German Stalinists.
It is just that where the choice is
between the Social Demetracy and
the Communist Party t:he."l_a—ttel:i by
its greater protests against “the
prevailing misery, appears to be the
party.-of.action... In  their justified

the " Work

impatiénce, . the:
youth want some. immediate resuits
‘and many are, therefore, prepared
to subordinate the fact that the
Communist TParty is linked to~
Moscow. They even rationalize
their approach by  ingisting that
German communism would never be,
like Russian “ communism ”. The
support of Stalinism lias a eonfused
and, - one might say, desperate
charaecter. ; i

However, not always must one
choose between the Soeial -Demo-
crats and the Stalinists. For ex-
emple, in Offenbach, a city of
70,000 just outside of Frankfurt,
the centrist Labour Party is well
organized and in the last muhi-
cipal elections polled over 15,000
votes. I helieve it was the
highest vote.. of - all the parties.
Recently, also in Offenbach, a con-
ferenee of all the Left parties took
place which ineluded represent-
atives from the Labour Party, the
Soclalist Labour Party (S.A.7.),
the Communist Opposition {(Brand-
lérites), Y.eft Socialists, Trotsky-
ists, and from other groups.
Committees of correspondence were
set up preliminary to working out
programmatiec  proposals’ for  a
future congress, I cite this to show
at what an elementary stage are
the parties and programmes in
Germany and why the Left, which
is  still largely - without - proper
newspapers and literature, is be-
ginning only now to eompete with
the already  established Social
Democrats and Stalinists,

Some die-hard Nazis may try to
keep alive the Hitler legend with
stories of his betrayal by the
German generals bnt the disaster
is so complete that time and
understanding - can  only reinforee
the bankruptey of Hitlerism.

Help The German
Trotskyists

Who can supply all the links
of understanding in the ehain which
has brought the German people to
their present  terrible  position?
Who will be able to tell them what
the war was about, of the poison
of Nazism, the responsibility of the
Social Democrats and  Stalinists
for Iitler’s coming to power, the
counter . revolutionary  role  of
Stalinism and its betrayal of the
Rusgian Revolution and a thousand
other. things without an under-
standing of whieh they” will not he
able to emerge from their present
ideological chaos in order to pre-
pare the German revolution ?

‘Who, indeed, .can
aducate the German working class
if not the tendency in the German
Labour  movement which has
followed and given the #nswer to
all these gquestions” in the course
of the last twenty years? Without
boasting we can truthfully say that
only the Trotskyists can supplv
what the German preletariat and
vouth urgently require. = The task
cannot - he  nostponed, German
Trotskyism must be supplied with
every ‘aid which will cnable it to
establish itself as an oven anA
active. current, as the ideologienl
teacher “of the German - workini
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