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After Tory lies, the truth...

FIVE MILLION

LAST WEEK the government
found another way to lie about the
unemployment figures. By using a
computer count at benefit officss,
rather than the Job-centre
register, it managed to ‘lose’
200,000 from the out of work total.
Not that the 200,000 will get
jobs. They will simply become
part of the ‘invisible’ army of
unemployed. But the ‘invisible’ ar-
my is much, much, larger than the
200,000 fost in the new count.
According to the Labour
Research Department, the real
total of jobless is not the govern-
ment’'s admitted 3,083,000 but five
million! LRD claim that the total of
unempioyed women is doubie the
government's figure, while the
total for men is at least 50 percent
greater than the official estimate.

As LRD explains the govern-
ment conveniently leaves out of
its estimates people in Manpower
Services Commission temporary
schemes; those seeking part-time
work but not claiming benefit;
disabled people and temporarily
stopped workers.

For women active in work the
figure had slipped to 61 per centin
1981 but if the number of women
active in the labour market has
gone on rising by one percent a
year as it did in the seventies LRD
says this should account for
another 500,000 women.

In 1979 _  the government’s
General Household Survey found
120,000 men and 240,000 women
unemployed but not registered,
so that wiped 360,000 off the of-
ficial unemployment figures. And
that figure has been steadily rising
as job opportunities have steadily
decreased.

This is the real face of Tory Bri-
tain: five million unemployed.
This is the reserve army that the
Tories hope to use against those
in work. This is the threat that it
wants to use against the trade

UNEMPLOYED

unions and the right of workers to
organise.

The Tories see this as a way of
demoralising the labour move-
ment and aiding their efforts to
claw back all the post-war gains
made by working people.

No doubt thess revelations will
cause outbursts of protest to
emanate from Congress House.
No doubt Labour’'s Front Bench
will demand of Thatcher that she
change her pcolicies. And no doubt
Thatcher will ignore both the TUC
and the Labour leaders. Why
shouid she take any notice when
she knows that up to now they
have protested and marched but
taken no acticn. Certainly Bili
Sirs’ actions as tha steel industry
has been carved up have hardly
worried Thatcher.

The left inside the trade union
and inside the Labour Party must
say that mere verbal pro-
tests are not enough. They have to
insist that every struggle against
redundancies be backed by
solidarity action inside and out-
side parliament. They have to in-
sist that Labour puts itself at the
head of a campaign to resist
unemployment and that it links
that campaign to a commitment
that when returned to office it will
launch an immediate programme
of public works and a 35-hour
week.

By demonstrations, strikes
and occupations it must resist
these Tory attacks which are
designed to smash the organised
powsr of the working class. A
wide, active and vigorous cam-
paign could show people that the
Tory plans can be defeated. It
could also show that thers is a
socialist alternative to the dole
queues.

This type of campaign could
lead towards a Labour victory at
the General Election and certainly
hasten the downfall of this
government.



Socialist Challenge has been debating Alex Kit-
son’s proposal to give Constituency Labour
Parties twice as many votes at Labour Party
conference. Alan Freeman discusses the issues
with Reg Race MP who has been promi-
nent in setting up the new left wing ‘Campaign

Group’ of MPs.

How can we win con-
trol of the NEC when
the block vote con-
trols such a decisive
section of it?

I don’t believe for a mo-
ment that Sid
Weighell’s action was in
line with his union’s
views. And this poses
the issue very sharply:
trade unions with a
block vote have to make
it accountable to their
members.

But there’s another
problem: the overwhelm-
ing size of the union block
vote compared with that
of the other sections of the
Labour Party conference.

[ think Constituency
Parties should have a
much better share of the
conference vote. I tend to
support the arguments for
giving them fifty per cent.
I don’t think Alex Kitson's
argument for 15-20 per
cent for the constituencies
will do. His argument rests
on the unequal financial
contributions made by the
two sections. But he has
excluded all the money
raised by constituencies at
local level, which never
reaches Walworth Road.

Eric Heffer, for exam-
ple, has said that he
believes from his investiga-
tions on the NEC that the
CLPs and unions produce
about fifty per cent each of
the party’s finances. If
that’s so, then there’s a
very strong argument for
fifty per cent each of the
VOLes.

Organise the left trade
union vote better. | also
think the proposal put for-
ward by the Women's Ac-
tion Committee of the
Campaign for Labour
Party Democracy to shift
the election of the
women’s section of the
NEC to the women’s con-
ference is very good.

The women’s section
delegates are elected by the
male-dominated trade
union block vote. There is
an overwhelming case for
that to be changed. It
would produce women
different in many ways
from the women now on
the NEC.

So that's one method
of raising the question of
the NEC in an entirely new
way, which raises political
principles and not just the
crudeness, if you like, of
political power.

Organising the left
trade unionists sug-
gests a trade union
slate.

There was a trade union
slate at the last conference
but some delegations
didn’t follow it entirely,
and this caused a few pro-
blems. So I think we have
to be better at it next time.

But, for example, |
don’t recall that any
trade union con-
ference took any
discussion or engag-

ed in any mandating
about the way their
people should vote in
the NEC elections.

One of the problems about
that is when trade union
conferences are. It’s all
very well to have trade
union conferences man-
dating for the Deputy
Leadership election, when
the candidates are known
in advance of the trade
union conference. Indeed,
that’s one of the reasons
the announcement was
made when it was, when
Tony Benn stood. But
that’s not possible with the
trade union candidates for
the NEC.

The LCC discussed a
proposal for resolu-
tions to go before the
union conferences to
commit them to sup-
port NEC candidates
who backed party
policy, for example
on unilateralism.

Yes, I think that’s a good
idea. I also think some
trade unions have to learn
who their friends are, and
[ think people who read
this article will know who [
mean. They've got to be
more sophisticated about
who they vote for and not
vote on the basis of
longsianding relations
which are really no longer
viable.

| want to take up a
number of objections
to the proposal to
change the size of the
CLPs vote. The first
point is a worry that
if the campaign for
reform of the voting
structure becomes
the left's main cam-
paign, accountability
for the block vote will
be put to one side in
favour of this easier
objective; people like
Kitson, whose union
voted for the
register, may want to
offer a sop to the
CLPs.

Yes. We've not only got to
talk about the proportions
of the vote at conference
but the way delegations at
the Labour Party con-
ference are made accoun-
table to the rank and file.
That means, in some cases
electing the Labour Party
delegations, which isn’t
done in some unions. You
will also have to talk about
splitting the block vote in
each union.

In other words if on the
Deputy Leadership elec-
tion the public employees
had voted by 55 per cent
for Healey and 45 per cent
for Benn then the block
vote of the union would
have been cast in that pro-
portion, for each can-
didate. This was done in
the 1920s and before, and
it was only in the 1930s
that the tradition of a
unitary block vote was
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established. I think there’s
great merit in that.

The second point is
the financial aspect.
Isn't financial ac-
countability a
dangerous principle
— more of a joint
stock company prin-
ciple than a labour

movement one?
Couldn’t it lead to
trade union leaders

buying votes at the
Labour Party con-
ference?

Yes. And it has a counter-
part. Some union leaders
argue that because they
pay the piper, they're go-
ing to call the tune, thank
you very much. Now that
kind of crude, block-
busting use of power is
greatly resented by the
CLPs. 1 greatly fear a
growing disaffection bet-
ween the unions and the
constituency delegates.
The left must try to
unite the rank and file of
the trade unions with the
rank and file of the consti-
tuency parties. That's even
more true when the consti-
fuency parties are, let's
face it, even more

dominated by middle class .

people than before, and
therefore this knee-jerking

anti-union stance that
some comrades come
across with, when they

argue for a reduction in
the block vote, really
won't do.

We havetoreach an in-
telligent agreement with
the unions about how the
block vote will be used and
how best we can make it
accountable.

That brings me onto
the third point.
There’'s an implicit
argument in giving
more votes to in-
dividual members:
that in some sense
canvassing activity
has a greater validity
than trade union ac-
tivity. The unionist is

active in her or his
trade union; and
there, at least in
theory, discuss what
the local and national
Labour Party is going
to do. Are you in fact
devaluing activity of
the individual trade
union activist?

No, not at all. We've got
to try and overcome this
division between the trade
unions discussing collec-
tive bargaining, and the
Labour Party discussing
politics. I think we’re not
devaluing the collective
bargaining at all. What the
argument reflects is a con-
cern that the trade unions
don’t talk about politics
enough and make political
decisions.

But in effect you're
saying that the only
way the individual
trade unionist can
become politically in-
volved is to join the
local constituency
party, rather than
fighting for the
unions to discuss
political issues and
make their leaders
accountable for their
political actions in
the Labour Party.

No, I'm not saying that.
They’ve got to do both.
They've got to fight on
trade union issues which
connect the rank and file
with working conditions,
which is the most im-
mediate thing for most of
them.
And they’ve also got to
lg)ci into their local Labour
arty and start fighting on
wider political issues,
some of which will relate
to the locality in which
they live, some of which
will relate to the trade
union because the local
Labour Party will want to
link up with the local trade
unions to try and support
campaigns of industrial
action which the unions
are supporting.
I am proposing a more

Reg Race MP

united campaign between
the unions and the consti-
tuency parties to promote
clear objectives.

I do think it’s true,
however, that some trade
unions enjoy being only
collective bargaining in-
stitutions. We have to
break down the idea that
trade  union general
secretaries can go to an
employer and somechow
negotiate full employment
from them. It can’t be
done, because it’s not in
the employer’s gift. It
needs political action.

One final question.
There have been past
attempts to create
rank and file
organisations in

Labour Party_

On the block vote

which both the
political and the
trade union side were
involved. Do you
think that is the
direction in which
the left could travel,
if it does want to try
and straddle the gap
between the consti-
tuencies and the
trade unions?

[ have thought for a long
time that if we’re going to
win the Labour Party for
clear left policies and a left
leadership, then we’ve got
to have a united organisa-
tion which links up the
constituency parties with
our allies in the trade
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unions, and links them up
with the left in the
parliamentary party.

That’s an absolute first
priority, We did it during
the campaign for the
Deputy Leadership very
successfully; we did it dur-
ing the campaign for man-
datory reselection, which
was very successful; we did
it during the campaign for
the election of the [eader
and deputy leader by an
electoral college, and that
was  enormously  suc-
cessful. Against all the
right wing could throw
against us.

1 want people to learn
from the lessons of success
and build such an
organisation again.

Attack on

Newham

North

West Labour Party

Patrick Sikorski (Newham North West GC)

ITISNT JUST the Bermondsey, Hornsey, Man-
chester parties which face witch-hunting as a
result of the decisions taken by the NEC on 24
November.

Newham North West CLP, whose
neighbours dealt so ably with Reg Prentice a
few years ago, have just re-selected their MP.

It finally seemed that they had succeeded in
ridding the constituency of Arthur Lewis and
adopting GLC Councillor Tony Banks as their
future prospective parliamentary candidate.

But the NEC refused to
ratify Tony’s selection

despite the fact that this

was the second time
Newham  have gone
through the procedure.

After being rejected the
first time round Lewis,
MP for 38 years and ob-
viously a firm believer in
his divine right to repre-
sent this particular part of
the East End, appealed
and the whole process was
frozen for several months.

However after careful
and exhaustive investiga-
tion by regional and na-
tional officials of the party
which wvalidated every
single voting member of
the GC the go-ahead was
given for the process to be
started afresh.

Lewis, decisively re-
jected once again, appeal-
ed both personally to
Michael Foot and to the
NEC. Foot predictably
supported and the new

NEC readily accepted
Lewis’ perverse usage of
Militant’s appeal for
‘natural justice’ when he
appeared before them dur-
ing the closing stages of
the meeting on 24
November. Constituency
officials believe that the
next NEC meeting on 15
December which will look
at the Newham situation in
more depth will in fact
ratify Banks.

Help

But assuming that
John Golding and com-
pany will do this would not
be any help in defending
the democratic reselection
of the militants who have
fought and won the right
of re-selection.

A special meeting of
the GC on 9 December will
take a resolution from a
ward branch which
prepares the ground for an
open campaign similar to
the one which looks like
winning in Bermondsey.

The resolution poin-
ting out that these attacks
on the constituencies final-
ly lay to rest any illusions
that the register and the
witch-hunt were ever aim-

ed solely at the Militant,
calls for the NEC to im-
mediately ratify Bank’s
selction and te stop all at-
tacks on individuals, CLPs
and groupings in the par-
ty.

If adopted Newham
will be contacting the
Hornsey, Bermondsey and
Manchester parties with a
view to co-ordinating
resistance to the witch-
hunt and re-affirming sup-
port for Labour Against
the Witch-hunt and the
Labour Steering Commit-
tee Against the Witch-
hunt and sending a delega-
tion to LAW’s National
Council Meeting on 12
December,

Hard

Finally and perhaps
most importantly if the
NEC takes a hard line,
steps will be taken to in-
form every affiliated
organisation and in-
dividual member of the
Newham party, so as to get
solid rank and file backing
for Bank’s candidature
and democratic reselec-
tion,

Labour party members

in East Ham NUR af-
filiated to both the
Newham North West and
Bermondsey parties won
support last Wednesday
for both Banks, and Tat-
chell’s candidatures. In
addition it is hoped to
mobilise support from
Newham for the London
wide rall ‘Defend
Socialist Policies Oppose
Expulsions’ at Walworth
Town Hall on Saturday 11
December.

Hound

John Golding has been
reported as telling Frank
Allaun that he is prepared
to go on month after
month hounding the left
and its policies despite the
damage to Labour's elec-
tion chances and the boost
it gives to the Tory press’
line of the ‘divided party’.

The left must be just as
tough as Golding. The
right must be forced to
back off. If they sense any
weakening they will at-
tempt to ditch the socialist
policies adopted by con-
ference even more than
Healey and Foot have
already done.



By Oliver MacDonald

AS THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY of Poland’s

‘State of War’

approaches,

Solidarnosc’s

underground resistance movement remains in-
tact. Its organisation and leadership has still
not been crushed. But General Jaruzeiski has
been able to gain the initiative through a com-
bination of repression and skillful political

manoeuvring.

The group of generals and civilian Com-
munist Party politicians around Jaruzelski
were realistic enough to grasp that last
December’s blitzkrieg against the working
class had not destroyed Solidarnosc as a mass

movement.

During the last year the
security. police have been
working flat out to weaken

the links between the
underground activists and
the mass of workers

through using exemplary
violence against street pro-
tests — shooting to kill on
some occasions and
through wave after wave
of arrests.

With some 5,000
resistance activists now in
jail, amongst them a
number of key regional
leaders, the underground
leadership has been ex-
periencing growing dif-
ficulties in judging the
state of opinion in the fac-
tories and rallying its sup-

porters around its in-
itiatives. :
But the regime has

posessed another weapon
at least as powerful as its
own security police, in-
deed more so. The great
authority amongst the
population, including the
working class, of a
Catholic hierarchy which
has no basic interest in see-
ing Solidarnosc’s survival
as an independent
workers’ movement, The
real secret of Jaruzelski’s
successes against Solidar-
nosc has been his tacit but

real and firm alliance with
the Church bureaucracy

headed by Archbishop -
Glemp.

The alliance has not ex-
tended down to the

Catholic laity, of course,
nor to many of the parish
priests in working class
areas. Individual bishops
have broken ranks on oc-
casions and at times
Glemp himself has faced
strong pressure  from
below. But with an
authoritarian structure
and ideology which is the
equal of any Communist
Party, the Church hierar-
chy has been able todrivea
powerful wedge between
the underground move-
ment and large parts of the
population.

Glemp has achieved his
results by seeking to sug-
gest that the Church sup-
ports Solidarnosc while at
the same time publicly op-
posing everything that
Solidarnosc does to strug-
gle for its rights. Every
single national protest ac-
tion by the underground
has been deplored by the
Church hierarchy as being
likely to endanger peace
and stir up hatred. And
Glemp has been able to
pursue this course in the

LAST WEDNESDAY'S Guardian carried an ex-
traordinary article by Peter Jenkins entitled
‘How the Trots Highjacked the CND'. In the ar-
ticle Mir Jenkins — who supports the SDP but
not CND — comes to the defence of CND
against its alleged highjacking by "the Broad

Left'.

What Mr Jenkins is really complaining
about is that the CND national conference, as
we reported last week, decided that it had to
continue to prioritise support from the labour
movement, as a crucial part of its strategy.

The people who are
alleged to be behind this
heinous crime are ‘the peo-
ple who destroyed the
Labour Party as a broadly
based force of progress’ —
in other words anyone
from Eric Heffer left-
wards.

According to Jenkins,
the poor middle class
political dupes in the ranks
of CND are being shaken
down by the nasty Trot-
skyist plotters and their
Bennite co-thinkers. But
there is more to Mr
Jenkins campaign than
meets the eye.

His second complaint
is that CND, against the
opposition of EP Thomp-
son, re-affirmed the cam-
paigning slogan ‘Britain
out of NATO, NATO out
of Britain’. Thompson
thought it was necessary to
have a slogan which em-
phasised the dissolution of
both major nuclear
alliances. Let’s look at the
sober and objective way in
which CND’s new friend

Jenkins puts it:

‘Here he (Thompson)
was, the praophet not
without honour in
Hungary and Poland, the
apostle of Euro-
communism, confronting
the hordes of British Trot-
skyism. For that is who
they were. British Com-
munists are to Euro-
communism as British
football fans to Europe.
Having turned out to sup-
port the Labour Party they
had now arrived to give
their support to CND. The
amendment was lost and
Britain voted out of
NATO.

Now any right thinking
Guardian rteader would
feel for poor EP Thomp-
son faced with the baying,
ignorant  partisans _ of
simple-minded Trot-
skyism. Except of course
every single work of
Jenkins’ piece is lying
nonsense, designed to split
and defuse CND’s cam-
paign.

knowledge that he was
protected from attack on
the part of Solidarnosc by
the mantle of religion.

For obvious reasons,
the Western media have
studiously ignored the
Church hierarchy’s real
political role under martial
law. Why destroy the great
myth of the Polish events
as a Christian anti-
Communist crusade? And
it is still possible to find
people on the left, even in-
fluential people, who see
Solidarnosc as the pawn of
reactionary bishops.

Yet since the law for-
mally banning Solidarnosc
was issued in October,
doubts about the Church
leadership’s role cannot be
taken seriously. Glemp,
who has had more
meetings in a year with the
Communist Party leader
than his predecessor had in
30 vears, has now accepted
that future negotiations
should be based on the
premise that Solidarnosc is
a thing of the past.

In return, the hierarchy
can expect a variety of
concessions foritself in the
future. As the regime’s
spokespeople gleefully

eclare, relations with the
church have reached a
‘higher level’ than before
martial law.

The Church
bureaucracy in reality
always feared Solidarnosc
as it has always feared
every popular, democratic
movement for emancipa-
tion from below. Unlike
the regime itself, the
Church leadership could
not stage a coup against
the workers’ movement,
but on the contrary had to
maintain its own popular
support by a policy of

I OH. WHEN THE SAINTS COME MARCHING IN . ...

Let’s leave aside
whether or not EP
Thompson is an ‘apostle
of Euro-communism’.
Any Guardian political
columnist knows that
Trotskyists were in the
forefront of opposing the
Russian invasion of
Hungary, and have given
much more unequivocal

support to Solidarnosc
than _ the Euro-
communists. But let’s

leave that aside as well,
and the implication that
Trotskyists, Bennites and
the like have the political
level of football hooligans.

The political question
at issue, that Britain
should get out of NATO,
has been policy of CND
from its early days. If the
campaigning slogan car-

dissimulation and double-
talk. -
General Jaruzelski has

‘just declared that the an-

niversary of the State of
War will be marked by the
lifting of martial law. It
was also announced that
some of the political
prisoners — those from
the Warsaw area — will be
released.

Solidarnosc’s under-
ground leadership has said
it will disband if all those
remaining in internment
— some 600 or so — are
released. Archbishop
Glemp may at this mo-
ment be drafting a
Christmas speech along
the lines that national
reconciliation is at hand as

Grim anniversary in Po

the Second Coming of the
Pope approaches.

But socialisis and the
Western labour movement
must continue to face the
stubborn facts of life, on
earth, in Poland, for or-
dinary workers: their basic
rights have been crushed
and there will be no
socialism or democracy in
Poland unless they are
restored.

General  Jaruzelski’s
Military Council for Na-
tional Salvation, WRON
for short, is known by
Poles as “Wrona’, the
Crow. In reality the Polish
workers have been facing
attack by a Rook, pro-
tected by a Bishop.

Glasgow march for
Solidarnosc

By Martin Meteyard

ON SATURDAY 11 December the Glasgow
Polish Solidarity Committee will assemble in
Blythswood Square at 10.30 am to demonstrate
against the imposition of martial law which

happened one year ago.

Sponsors of this event include the Scottish
TUC and Council of the Labour Party. Keith
Hickson of COHSE will speak for the STUC,
and Jim McCafferty of the NUM will speak for
the Labour Party, Marek Carztecki from the
Solidarity Trade Union Working Group will also

speak.

Although the government is ‘lifting’ martial
law on 13 December, this demonstration is an
excellent chance to show that this action by
the authorities in no way represents a ‘return to

normality’.

The Gdansk agreements of August 1980,
which recognised the workers’ right to form in-
dependent trade unions, remain a dead letter.
The recent trade union law from the govern-

Right wing try to discredit CND ........

Sun attacks CND

PATH To PEA .
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ried at this year's con-
ference had been put even
three years ago it would
have been carried over-
whelmingly. The many
new supporters of CND
may not be so clear on the
issue, but according to the
survey carried out on
CND’s 250,000 strong
demo last June, 68 per cent
of those questioned were
against British participa-
tion in NATO. Mr Jenkins
of course is in favour of
Britain remaining in
NATO.

The campaigning em-
phasis carried at this years’
conference reflects an ob-
vious fact — that Britain is
part of NATO and not the
Warsaw pact. Unilatera-
lism means getting out of
the imperialist nuclear

Peter Jenkins is part of
a right wing campaign to
nobble CND in the year
when the Cruise missiles
are due to arrive. Thereis a
neat division of labour
here.

Tory Party Central Of-
fice is pouring forth
dozens of speeches and ar-
ticles attacking unilatera-

lism. The Socialist
Challenge post on 28
November included
speeches by  Margaret

Thatcher, Norman Tebbit
and Cecil Parkinson on
this theme.

The Tory press are har-
ping on alleged ‘Russian
connections’ the ex-
traordinary fact that Bruce
Kent has actually visisted
Russia, that TASS

POLISH SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE GLASGOW
= DEMONSTRATE  AGAINST ===
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MARCH ON SATURDAY
11th DECEMBER FROM
BLYTHSWOOD SQUARE
10.30am. TO THE CITY
HALLS, CANDLERIGGS.

SPEAKERS INCLUDE —

Kaifh Hocksen STUC

Jim Mcafferty, Labour Party Scottish Council
A member from the ngie
Trade Woring Group

~ e FREE INTERNEES
® NO FAKE TRADE UNIONS
® END MARTIAL LAW

ment is nothing more than a means ¢
establishing puppet bodies in the factories an
even these unions will not be allowed to cor
federate nationally until 1985.

At the same time unions are still being bar
ned. The latest victim is the actors’ unio
which was outlawed last week. Over the las
year this union has mounted a cripplin

boycott of state radio

and television in protes

at martial law. The state justified the ban o
the grounds that it was necessary to ‘sober u
the politicos active within the community’.
The Polish masses are still resisting th
state’s attack on the rights to organise it

dependently and we
support that we can.

must give them all th

The Glasgow demonstration can help |

that direction and

be a step towarc

strengthening solidarity in the British labo:
movement.

reporters went to the CND
conference and so on.

The aim of these at-
tacks is transparent. CND
is either consciously or un-
consciously playing into
the hands of the Russians.

The attack by Peter
Jenkins and his co-
thinkers is more
sophisticated and more
dangerous. CND is made
up of worthy people, quite
rightly alarmed by the
nuclear threat, who are be-
ing led up the garden path
by British Trotskyists, In-
stead, they should give up
campaigning on NATO,
leave the labour movement
to the right wing and get
on with being ... worthy
and ineffectual.

The beginning of a
commitment to unilatera-
lism by the Labour Party
and the TUC are CND’s
most valuable assets. CND
may have only about as
many individual members
as the SDP, but six million

trade unionists are af-
filiated. To ignore this
political capital, to let it be
won back by the right wing
as was done in 1961, would
be the most extraordinary
folly.

Next August the
Labour Party, the TUC
and the CND are organis-
ing a joint day of action
against the missiles. This
can be an immense show
of strength against the
Tories” nuclear lunacy.

To achieve its aims
over the next year CND
must above all remain
united in action and firm
in its resolve that the
labour movement is its

crucial ally., CND has
nothing to fear from
British Trotskyists, the

Bennite left or the labour
movement. Its enemies are
the Tories, the Labour
right wing and the SDP —
including their full-time
polemicist on the Guar-
dian.

The publication of the
Guardian’s red-baiting
attack on CND by Peter
Jenkins coincides with
the publication of the

December issue of
Marxism Today,
theoretical and

discussion journal of the
Communist Party. In it
the Guardian’s red-
baiter in chief and anti-
Bennite slanderer is
featured in  genteel
discussion on complex
questions of political re-
composition and class

The Great Moving Right Show

hegemony. We at
Socialist Challenge
always read Marxism

Today. 1t’s always nice
to know what the chief
constable of Devonshire,
the Italian CP, the Polish
bureaucracy and the
SDP are thinking. But
just occassionally
couldn’t Martin Jaques
and company be a bil
cautious who they si
down and discuss with?

Even bad taste has its
limits.

SN e e i s T D e
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GEOFF HENSBY, secretary of the Pad-
iington No 1 branch of the National Union of
Railwaymen and of the influential Guards and
Shunters Grades Conference is campaigning
for nomination in the battle to succeed Sidney
Neighell as general secretary of the NUR.

Another candidate who presents himseif as
1 challenger to the right wing domination of
the union is Jimmy Knapp — previously an
srganiser for the southern region and now an
>fficial at the union headquarters. He at pre-
sent is reported to have gained 200 nomina-

iions.

Socialists are not indifferent to who holds
»ffice in the union. But gaining office is not an

and in

itself. The crucial

question is the

nobilisation and combativity of the ranks in
fighting the bosses. Even the victory of a can-
didate like Knapp with no record of organising
‘he membership against the productivity of-
‘ensive of the Rail Board or the wages erosion
»f railworkers can boost the ranks’ confidence.

Geoff Hensby is a serious candidate for of-
fice. What recommends him above Knapp is
1is concentration on mobilising the ranks — as
ais role in the flexible rostering and other strug-
3les of militant rail-workers in the last years

aas shown.

in this interview with Calia Pugh he raises
some of the issues in his campaigns and ex-
slains why he has joined the race even given
the head start of Jimmy Knapp.

‘WE MUST grasp the
opportunity to put the
NUR back on the tracks.
For years the union has
been in the grip of vicious

right wing leadership
under the helm of
Weighell. This showed

itself in a witch-hunt laun-
ched by Weighell against
rank and file members like
myself who had the
audacity to say things were
wrong in the leadership.

Change

‘The time is right for a
‘hange. We need a
lemocratic NUR that
neets the needs of the
nembers. This means
nore accountability. I
selieve passionately that
il officials should be sub-
ect to regular reselection.
Any national officer who
1as done a job of work has
1othing to fear. Only in-
iividuals who have acted
rontrary to the interests of
‘he members need worry.

‘For Weighell, the
Labour Party ballot was
only a culmination. It
wasn’t really that which
ed to his downfall.
Weighell usurped the
authority of the National
Executive Committee,
who became uneasy and

frustrated. This became
clearer day by day. Take
the example of flexible
rostering. This was a ma-
jor sell-out.

‘During local negotia-
tions, union represen-
tatives are finding how
phoney this deal is. Union
head office put out lots of
glossy propaganda claim-
ing that guards wouldbene-
fit from this deal. They
told us that guards would
get as much as a 40 per
cent reduction in unsocial
hours. This has proved to
be a fraud.

‘The Board say that
they never promised this,
it was only the union of-
ficials who made these
claims. They say we should
have looked at the small
print on the agreement
which spelt out that im-
provements to conditions
would only take place if
economically possible.

"
Pity

‘It’s cat it
Weighell didrgrt putpaz
much propaganda out to
support the national rail
strike on wages and pro-
ductivity. One of the prin-
ciple reasons the Board

has been able to get away
with what they are doing is

Key election

By Andy Miller

On 15 December 32,000 Nottinghamshire miners will
be electing a new full time official following the
death of area secretary Joe Whelan.

The result of this election
could change the balance of
the national executive com-
mittee of the National Union
of Mineworkers as its winner
is likely to be elected as the
NEC member from the area.
At the moment, the balance is
13 to 12 in favour of the left.
The victory of the right wing
candidate would give the right
the majority on the NEC.

The stakes in this election
are very high. Miners face the
growing threat for a wave of
pit closures and a jobs
massacre. The NUM cannot
afford to be shackled with a
right wing NEC. A right wing
NEC would block any chance
of achieving reform of the
NEC. It would place the right
in a position to begin to cancel
out Scargill’s election victory.

The leading left wing can-
didate is Henry Richardson.
He was recently elected from
the branches to serve as NEC
member until June. Richard-

son stands on the basis of sup-
port for NUM policies. The
planks of his platform are: no
premature pit closures; retire-
ment at 55 for all members; a
four day week with no loss of
pay, and rate protection;
periodic election for full time
officials.

Nottinghamshire has fora
long time been a stronghold
of the right wing. That can be
changed. Last year, the
stranglehold of the right wing
was broken with the election
of a left wing area executive.
But if the left in the area is go-
ing to win solid support for
militant policies it isn’t
enough to replace right wing
officials with left wingers.
The Notts NUM must be
transformed into a campaign-
ing union. To start with that
means getting out to explain
to every miner the case agd.mst
pit closures and the NUM's
policy to defend jobs.
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Interview with Geoff Hensby -

candidate for general secretary

democratic NUR’

because Weighell made
contradictory statements.

‘One minute he said he
complied with the NEC
decision for action and the
next he was giving
statements to the press
undermining these deci-
sions. This caused confu-
sion in the ranks. The
members did want to go
into battle to defend
wages, conditions and the
industry, but Weighell
s}lleered a course away from
this

Demand

‘In my campaign I'll
raise a demand that the
NEC and the Annual
General Meeting should
reconsider the agreements
made with the Board. We
should withdraw from the

agreements on single
driver operation. The
Board is using these

technological advances as
a productivity axe to get
rid of jobs instead of im-
proving life and conditions
for railworkers.

‘It is part of the
treachery that Weighell
pushed through the whole
of McCarthy’s recommen-
dations at the Special
General Meeting. Despite

this SGM, the battle has

not been lost. It is not im-
possible to launch a
fightback even at this late
stage. The Guards and
Shunters Conference,

Geoff Hensby

which draws 400 delegates,
representing thousands of
guards has a powerful
voice on this.

‘Another issue I'll take
up is privatisation. The
membership is confused
on this. When the
Gleneagle Hotel was sold,
the NUR bought shares in
the private consortium!
This is incredible.

‘This is where the Trip-

le Alliance has to play a

meaningful role. It hasn’t
done so yet. The threads of
the Triple Alliance have to
be remoulded in a credible
way. We should engage in
national industrial action
to save industry from be-
ing hived off

‘My campaign will in-
clude policies for fun-
damental change and the
policies a Labour Govern-
ment should take up.

‘Healey and his friends
argue that being too
radical will frighten off the
electorate. This is rubbish.
When candidates are
prepared to fight on a plat-
form of real socialist
policies, gwple are
prepared to back them.
we had a Labour govern—
ment that did what it said
and carried out radical
policies for peace and
jobs, then it would get
tremendous support.

NATO

‘Personally, | support
unilateral disarmament
and the Labour govern-
ment must be totally com-
mitted to this, and that in-
cludes getting out of
NATO.

*A Labour government
will never get returned if it
pursues the sort of Healey
policies which produced
the so-called ‘‘winter of
discontent™. It wasn’t that
people became Tories
overnight. Disgust,
frustration and apathy
greeted the Labour
government that had stab-
bed them in the back.

‘Confidence can
rebuilt.

‘l don’t consider that
my campaign is splitting
the left vote in these elec-
tions. Branches cast their
vote through a single
transferable vote system.
If the system was first past

the post, maybe there
would be grounds for this
argument. But this doesn’t
apply, I'll be calling for my
supporters to make a se-
cond preference vote for
Jimmy Knapp.

‘Even if I don’t get
elected but get a signifi-
cant vote, this will be a
breakthrough for the left
in the union. All the can-
didates have a responsibili-
ty to come clear on the
fundamental issues. |
haven't heard what Knapp
has to say on these issues
yet. It looks like he may try
to be everybody’s friend
and run a campaign to
protect his vote from all
sides.

Clear

“This is not clear and
concise and the member-
ship are entitled to better.
You can’t stand in the
middle of the road without
eventually getting run
over, You must say which
side you are on. We could
be talking of a general
secretary  elect for
another 20 years and it is
necessary that the can-
didate of the left has clear
and positive credentials.

“This is an opportunity
not to be missed. Those
who say I'm splitting the
left vote don’t see that my
standing is complimentary
to the left by raising all the
issues.

Kent miners rallying to a fighting speech from miners leaders to save
the Snowdown colliery. Area general secretary Jack Collins told the rally
that the Coal Board ‘had chosen the wrong pit at the wrong time.” Kent
miners would take action to defend the pit whare the Board had refused
to develop seams containing millions of tons of coal.

Arthur Scargill, union President, said that strike action was the only
way to save jobs. He received a standing ovation.

Photos by MORNING STAR



‘RAVENSCRAIG
trumpeted the Tory press. But
even if such a stay of execution is
bought till after the next elec-
tion, it will do nothing to stem
the tide of steel job losses.

Last week saw 6000 steel jobs
axed. The plan is to cut the
workforce from the present
92,000 to 75,000 by the end of 1984
— with or without a major plant
closure. Such job letting is, as
the Guardian explained, so that
the Ravenscraig decision ‘can be
dressed up in suitable monetarist
clothes’.

With the present Thatcherite

saved’ _

policies, the outlook for steel in-
dustry is more than bleak. Last
week, the Brussels commission
on steel demanded 15 per cent
cut on flat steel products and
five per cent on long.

Meanwhile, the government
is deliberately smashing up Bri-
tain’s foundries and steel wire
producers. Last week, major
wire producers agreed to shut
down seven sites and ’‘con-
solidate’ at 14 others on the basis
of a government bribe.

On a similar basis, the
government has made a £40m
hand out available to steel foun-

Trade Unions

Steel massacre goes on

dry bosses to shut and smash
firms accounting for 40 per cent
of capacity. Similar cutback
schemes are in the pipeline for
five other industries.

A fightback must be made
now. We cannot wait till the next
general election. To continue to
allow such massive redundan-
cies. creates demoralisation
which undercuts support for
Labour. But the permanent
destruction of plant and capacity
undermines any economic
revival plans which the next
Labour government may be forc-
ed to introduce.

'a"a"a"

The main steel union, the Iron
and Steel Trades Confederation
should be developing a perspec-
tive around Labour's target of a
256m tonnes of steel a year from
the present 1Im. Instead,
general secretary Bill Sirs of-
fered this gem to rank and file
workers Iaoking for a lead:
‘MacGregor is now chopping off
the undefendable bits of the Cor-
poration and keeping the big five
intact’. So, for him the threaten-
ed 17,000 jobs are ‘undefen-
dable’.

Valerie Coultas reports on
how not to fight closures.

JOHN BLACKBURN, Tory
MP for Dudley, in the West
Midlands, stole the thunder at
the mass rally held at Dudley
Town Hall to discuss the
future of Roundoaks
steelworks at Brierly Hill.

His job was an easy one.
For the message of the whole
platform, including the steel
union officials, was that the
only way to save Roundoaks
is through import controls

and by finding a privaie

uyer.

John Blackburn stole the
show, because he muttered on
less about future import con-
trols and talking of the tap be-
ing switched off south of
Sheffield and directed his fire

t ... lan McGregor. ‘British
Steel is not your friend’, he
told the 800 assembled
steelworkers., ‘But 1 still
believe there is going to be a
future for Roundoaks. Your

only hope is the private sec-
tor.” He then went on to flat-
ter Jack Bates, Roundoaks
convenor. This was justly
deserved.

Bates ranted and raved at
Bill Sirs not being able to call
out everybody in steel. He
asked rhetorical gquestions
about whether the whole of
Dudley would close down; he
moaned about the short
notice of the closure date —
‘Corby was given nine mon-

ths’, and he warned the au-
dience that if they did go for a
fight that it would be long,
hard and bitter ... and like
others they might lose!

Then, after an amusing in-
terchange with ‘John’ about
the pros and cons of drinkin
in the local Tory club, he tol
the meeting — in no uncertain
terms, of course — that it was
up to them to decide what 1o

do.

Next cam Jeff Edge — a
‘left’ West Midlands county
councillor. The EEC took a
big hammering in his speech,
especially an EEC that ‘let
Britain be a dumping ground
for cheap foreign imports’ —
the key problem, he thought.
Accordingly, his conclusion
was at best ambiguous:

‘We're prepared 10 use
ratepayers money’, he said,
‘to save jobs, whether the

workforce commits itself to

public ownership or to being
sold off to private enterprise’.
And he's the Bennite!

We must, however, record
the illuminatin comrlbunon
of the silver-haired, ‘emo-
tional’ steel union leader Bill
Sirs,

He went to every possible
lengths to try to persuade the
Tory politicians of the
‘reasonableness’ of his case.
Putting forward protec-
tionism as their answer. he

played on nationalism and
racism to the hilt.

Not that he didn’t have
something for the workers to
do as well: *Write to the chair-
man of BSC, demanding im-
port controls’, he suggested.
Even more daringly, he called
for local authority leaders in
the area to come together with
steelworkers and petition
parliament. This was extra-
parliamentary action with a
vengeance.

As to what they should
petition parliament about, he
made it clear that he was quite
open to privatisation of
Roundoaks.

Not surprisingly, rank and
file steelworkers left the
meeting with the view that the
only hope they had was with
private enterprise,

‘I agree with anything that
will save my job’ said a young
steel worker clearly disgruntl-
ed about the meeting. We put
the suggestion that surely the
answer lay in a struggle for
full nationalisation and the
guarantee of a new plan for
the steel industry under
workers' control. Heads nod-
ded, but none of them
thought that this line could be
won with the sort of lead com-
ing from Sirs and co.

Raindi’s - the second GrunW|ck’?

ITIS 4.30 on a Wednesday evening. The room at
the Sikh Temple in Smethwick High Street
makes do as the strike HQ for the strikers, now
in their seventh week, from Raindi textiles and
Supreme Quilting. The strike is over union

recognition and

victimisation of

union

members but it has become about much more.
The strike is quickly becoming a symbol of
resistance for all black workers in the Textile
industry and beyond who are bearing such a
huge burden of the recession in unemployment
and the the awful wages paid in slave labour
sweatshops up and down the country.

Jiti, a 27 vear old Asian
woman who came to Bri-
tain in 1968, has described
her working conditions
earlier in the week. ‘I had
to do 200 trousers a day,
5p for each trouser. I
would often work 6 days a
week and only take home
£40 or £45 per week. I've
taken home as little as £25.
If the machine’s not work-
ing vou're left with no
work to do and you get no
pay.’

The room at the temple
is packed full, half with
Asian men and half with
women. As on the picket
lines the sexes choose to sit
together but the workforce
is fully united in its cause,
to force PS Riandi to back
down and recognise the
T&G.

Avtar Jowl, the Presi-
dent of the IWA is ad-
dressing the meeting. Over
the last few days the
houses of scab labourers
have been picketed. On
Monday 10 workers were
turned back. On Tuesday
five. On Wednesday three.
Despite no strike pay these
strikeers are even more
solid than when the strike
began. The local labour
movement is beginning to
recognise the importance
of this dispute and the in-
spiration it is giving to
workers in general.

Slaves

Bob Badham, a Sand-
well Councillor, has put a
lot of work into the
dispute. He brings £50
from his union branch and
makes a speech which is
well recieved. The biggest
round of applause is
reserved for his attack on
PS Raindi who has put an

ad in the Sandwell Evening
Mail to try and convince
the general public that he
is a ‘good employer’ and
the strikers are the
unreasonable ones. He
pays good wages he says,
good food, in a good can-
teen. ‘He ain't gonna get
public opinion on his
side’, says Bob, ‘because
the whole labour move-
ment in Sandwell is united
in telling the public that
he’s exploiting you for
slave labour wages.

Petition

He can afford to pay a
security guard, he can af-
ford to pay for a huge
advert in the paper to try
and influence public opi-
nion. Why can’t he find
the money to pay you a
decent wage?’

Bob promises that if
PS Raindi or any of his
friends apply to Sandwell
for planning permission to
sell the factory or to buy a
new one he would ensure
the Labour councillors
would be as obstructive as
possible. This is quite a
different approach to one
of the Ladywood Asian
councillors who has signed
Raindi’s petition and con-
demned the strike for pit-
ting blacks against each
other.

An  Asian speaker
refers to S&K’s in his
speech. It’s clear that

Raindi’s is not seen as an
isolated case but Asian
militants throughout the
area are getting involved
because of their own ex-
periences of trying to fight
against sweated labour in
warehouses and textile fac-
tories. The Asian com-

munity as a whole is wat-
ching the strike to see
which way it goes. More
and more workers unders-
tand the need for militancy
to be channelled through
the union.

The T&G speaker cap-
tures this mood, making a
very radical speech, given
the role of the T&G at
S&K’s where they en-
couraged the workforce to
accept only partial re-
enstatement of the original
workforce, ‘The T&G is
100% behind this dispute
because you’re 100% right
morally and in every other
way and they're 100%
wrong., This dispute has
taken on a national
significance. Some people
have called it the second
Grunwick's but [ prefer to
call it the first Raindi’s.
The brothers and sisters
here are on a moral
crusade. Together you will
win. The workers united
can never be defeated’.

The strikers clap at the
end of each speech and at
the end of each transla-
tion. They are not only
polite but very patient as
some of them have been on
the picket line all day and
the room is very hot. Every
gesture of practical su
port is enthusiastically
welcomed.

Busy

Socialist Challenge and
Revolution Youth sup-
porters in Birmingham
have been busy not only on
the picket lines but raising
the issue in the Labour
Party and the Labour Par-
ty Young Socialists and
the regions five T&G
Broad Left. We now plan
to persuade the strike com-
mittee to do a wider tour
of the labour movement in
the West Midlands in sup-
port of the strike. ACAS
has been called in this
week. Let’s hope PS Rain-
di gives in sooner rather
than later because if feel-
ings here are anything to
go by he’s bitten off more
than he can chew and he’s
going to have to give in
somewhere along the line.

By Valerie Coultas

Day

| strike

SUCCesSsS

NEARLY 400 of the 533 social security benefit
offices were closed last Friday as a result of a
one-day strike call by the civil service unions.
There was a massive response from all areas

of the country.

In Birmingham, over 1000 people marched
to a rally. It was in Erdington, Birmingham
that the dispute began 11 weeks ago when
the staff walked out demanding more staff to
cope with the massively increased workload.
As local Labour MP Jeff Rooker told the rally
‘There has been a 22 percent increass in the
number of claimants in the West Midlands,
but a 2 percent cut in staff’.

Firm calls were made for the stepping up
of the action to force the government to

negotiate.
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BERNADETTE McAliskey
recently toured North
America, visiting Detroit; St
Paul, Minnesota; New York;
Boston; Burlington; Vermont;
San Francisco; Montreal;
Saskatchewan; and Van-
couver, British Columbia.

The following speech (ab-

breviated) was delivered in
New York on 22 October to
members of District Council
37 of the American Federation
of State, County and
Municipal Employees. At the
meeting she was presented
with a copy of a resolution
supporting the struggle of the
people of Northern Ireland
that was passed at the last
AFSCME conference.
WE in Ireland have been struggling
for independence from Britain since
before capitalism itself developed.
But our present struggle dates back to
the turn of the century, when a move-
ment developed among small nations
across Europe fighting for in-
dependence. Historically, it marked
the beginning of the the great anti-
imperialist movements.

The Irish rebellion took place on
Easter of 1916. Like every other com-
bat between ourselves and the
English. it was an ill-balanced affair.
Facing the British army were several
hundred dedicated young men and
women. They came from Cummann
na mBan, the Irish women’s army;
from the Irish Republican
Brotherhood; and from James Con-
nolly’s Irish Citizen Army.

Connolly was one of the few peo-
ple at that time who understood that
winning Ireland’s freedom required
combining the fight for its national
independence and the fight for the
rights of its developing working class.
He raised the slogan that the cause of
Ireland is the cause of labor and the
cause of labor is the cause of Ireland.

Over the years, the seperation of
these two historic struggles has led to
our inability to win our freedom.

Although the 1916 uprising failed
and was brutally suppressed, its sup-
pression had a completely different
effect that the British government ex-
pected. In this regard it was similar to
the results of the brutal manner in
which the British allowed Bobby
Sands and his comrades to starve to
death in prison.

The deaths of the few of 1916 in-
spired the many. And by 1918 the
movement for home rule and in-
dependence became a mass national
movement in Ireland. In 1918 there
was a general election throughout all
32 counties of Ireland.

In the 1918 elections Sinn Fein got
85.13 per cent of all the votes cast in
Ireland. More than 85 per cent of the
population peacefully, democratical-
ly, and by the ballot box, voted for
Ireland’s independence. This is im-
portant to keep in mind when we hear
of the violence that came later.

How did the British government
respond to Sinn Fein’s victory? Bri-
tain declared immediated war on the
rebel parliament and the Irish people.
Gunboats sailed up the River Liffey
to the capital city of Dublin and blew
up the building in which the parlia-
ment was meeting.

Every member of that parliament
that Britain could get her hands on
was arrested and sent to jail in
England.

A war of independence began in
1918. On December 6, 1921, a treaty
to end hostilities was signed in Lon-
don by the prime minister of England
and Michael Collins on behalf of the
Irish Republican Army.

Under its provisions a ‘Free State’
within the British Commonwealth
was to be established in 26 of
Ireland's counties. And although the
loyalist population — those who
wanted to remain under British rule
— was less than 13 per cent of the
total and was concentrated in only
three counties in northeastern
Ireland, six counties in the north
would remain an integral part of Bri-
tain’s empire.

The treaty’s concessions to the
British caused a civil war in Ireland,
which lasted until 1923.

I live in that part of Ireland that
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BERNADETTE McALISKEY:

THE STRUGGLE
FOR IRISH FREEDOM

Britain retained. The people I repre-
sent — and although this is not a
religious struggle, historically we are
the Catholic population — make up
nearly 40 per cent of the northern
population.

Our forefathers — together with
the overwhelming majority of the
Irish people — voted themselves out
of the British empire in 1918. At no
time since then, from my great-
grandparents down to my grand-
parents to myself and my children,
have we ever conceded the legality of
the existence of the state we are forced
to live under through violence and
threats of greater violence.

We were given exactly the same
choice as the people of Palestine; if
you don’t like it, move out and
become homeless. But our people
stayed where they were and became
the second-class citizens of Northern
Ireland.

We were denied equality before
the law, equality in the election
system, equality in employment, and
equality in housing.

It was not until 1947 — when a
Labour Party government in Britain
introduced  socialised medicine,
socialised housing, and socialised
education — that the Catholics of
Northern Ireland had any choice of
improving their situation,

In 1968 I was 19 years old. I was
not a revolutionary or a socialist then.

I was not even a militant. I was a
young Catholic student who simply
wanted equality before the law and
equality within the system.

What made me a revolutionary
and an international socialist was
practical experience. I saw what hap-
pens to people who ask for little. They
get less! I saw that when people refuse
to lie down and be walked over, they
get kicked down. And when they have
been kicked down but get up again,
they are put in prison. When they find
a way under the law to organise legal-
ly, the authorities change the law.

When people claim they cannot
support our struggle in Northern
Ireland because it is violent, they must
remember that it is that way because
of those who own and control society,
not because we have chosen to make it
violent.

Thirteen years ago, in 1968, we
took to the streets peacefully to de-
mand that every person over the age
of 18 have the right to vote in every
election in the country.

We demanded an end to
discrimination in employment on the
basis of politics, race and religion.

These were hardly the most
revolutionary demands to raise in
Western Europe in 1968!

In response to these simple
democratic demands, the British jail-
ed thousands of our people without
trial. At 4 am on 9 August 1971, the

British army swept through Northern
Ireland, breaking down our doors
and taking away the male members of
our families to be interned in British
concentration camps, where some
were held for years without trial.

In 1969, we staged a peaceful
march from Belfast to Derry, a city
that was Northern Ireland’s prize ex-
hibit of discrimination against
Catholics. We modeled that march on
the civil rights march in Alabama
from Selma to Montgomery.

Along the way we were attacked
by loyalist thugs who were the
uniformed and paid law-enforcement
officers of the state. 85 marchers re-
quired hospitalisation. And those
kids, including me, got up, gathered
our injured, and marched on.

But that was the last time we turn-
ed the other cheek. We reckoned that
we only had two cheeks, and we had
turned them both. Never again would
our people walk and be beaten to the
ground and simply say ‘that’s OK, I'll
keep on walking.’

In August 1969 in the Bogside area
of Derry we fought back against the
police attacks for three days and three
nights, We fought with stones and
petrol bombs, which we had also seen
on television, against police guns and
teargas.

In that same month, a loyalist
mob systematically burned down the
Bombay Street area of Belfast in a

pogrom against the Catholic people.
There too the forces of ‘law and
order’ led the attack. In that situation
a very few people with a very few guns
came out to defend the
neighbourhood and opened fire on
the advancing loyalist force.

That was where the present phase
of armed struggle began. It was not
organised by diehard terrorists, In
general you find the diehard terrorists
in positions of government in
America of Western Europe.

These were young people acting to
protect their community. The present
IRA was born out of fear of pogroms.
And out of fear it could happen again
the people continue to support the
IRA.

As a socialist, I recognise that
even fighting another 800 years the
IRA will never be able to militarily
defeat the might of the British army,
no matter how many guns trickle in
from here and there. They cannot
militarily win freedom for the Irish
people.

I believe that because of the
history of my own and every other
country proves that freedom cannot
be won by the few and handed over to
the many.

If you look at your own trade-
union experiences, you see that the
might, strength, and solidarity of the
trade unions has won through the
bloed, sweat and tears of the masses




of working people. That is the only
way anything is won.

People are only free when they
take freedom for themselves. They
must be armed with the ability to
educate, to agitate, and to organise
themselves to understand that their
oppression is not something that just
hits them individually. They must
understand that what oppresses me is
also what oppresses him and what op-
Presses you.

Oppression, discrimination, and
injustice occur worldwide. And
ultimately to fight them we must fight
them on a worldwide basis.

That is also why many of us come
to look to you in America. We don’t
look to Ronald Reagan. We try to
take our case to those who form the
backbone of American society — the
people who make America work, its
working people.

And the people with the most
strength are those American workers
who are organised through trade
unions. There is no power on this
earth greater than the democratic ma-
jority of the people organised through
their own organisations.

We are fighting to change an irra-
tional system that has barbaric
priorities. =~ Margaret  Thatcher's
government, which allowed our
hunger strikers to die, is now locked
in a battle against people very much
like you — the health service and
public employee unions in Britain.

For a year these workers have
been fighting for a 12 per cent wage
increase, while the government
refuses to give them more than 4 per
cent. Virtually everyone in the coun-
try supports 12 per cent for the health-
care workers. They are supported by
the railway workers, the miners, the
patients who have come out of the
hospitals to march with the health-
care workers. _

But the British government said:
‘You're not getting the monev. We
don’t have any money!’

And in the middle of that dispute,
somebody placed a wee tiny Argen-
tine flag on a wee tiny island
somewhere in the South Atlantic. All
of a sudden money was no object!
Every bathtub that could float was
being refitted for war. Bands set to
relearn to play ‘Rule Brittania’.

And in defence of this kind of
system, these barbaric priorities, the
British have filled their prisons with

-

our young men and women. Ten of
the finest young men that our or any
country ever produced died slowly in
defence of human dignity in last
year’s hunger strike.

Can you imagine 74 days on
hunger strike? Can you imagine how
many seconds there are in 74 days,
and how many times vou make the
same commitment that you’re not go-
ing to give up?

To defend ‘peace’, ‘justice’ and
‘law and order’, the British
authorities have taken away the right
to trial by jury in Northern Ireland.
They have shifted the onus of proof
from the prosecution to the defence.

They have taken away the defen-
dant’s right to know the identity of
and to cross-examine the accuser.
Only last week they took away the
right of defendants to be presented
with the evidence against them!

Britain has a problem. Britain's
problem is that we will not meekly
submit to continued British rule over
our country.

We do not accept the argument
that you should forget past injustices
and start afresh from where we are
now. We maintain that where we are
now is the direct historical conse-
quence of the injustices of yesterday.
If there is to be peace in the world,
those historical injustices must be
redressed.

We too have a problem — how to
end British rule in our country and
how to start building in Ireland a
society fit for human beings to live in.

We don’t just want to stick one
land mass onto another and get a new
flag and a new anthem. James Con-
nolly taught us that if that’s all we
did, nothing would change for the or-
dinary man and woman in the street.

We want to build a different kind
of society, one in which every child
has an equal chance to be all that he or
she can or may want to be.

We want to build a society where
people do not go hungry because it is
more profitable to close down fac-
tories than to produce what people
need.

We want to build a society where
people have a decent roof over their
heads. Ridiculous as it may seem,
while we have the worst housing con-
ditions in all of Western Europe, we
also have the highest percentage of
unemployed construction workers.

We want to build a reasonable
society, but to do that we have to
change the system. In Northern
Ireland they tell us that the building
workers cannot build the houses we
need because it is not profitable for
the contractors, the big construction
companies, to build housing.

I say, fair enough! If the contrac-

tors don’t want to build the houses
people need because it’s not pro-
fitable enough, we can get them jobs
as construction workers. We’ll na-
tionalise the building industry and
build the houses ourselves. Isn’t that
reasonable?

When we say we need money for
education and for hospitals, but the

bankers won’t give it to us because
they make more money financing the
war in the Falklands or investing in
South Africa, or building nuclear
weapons to blow everyone to blazes,
we say that’s a totally irresponsible
way to act. It’s irresponsible and
socially dangerous.

I happen to think that if you use
your money, made off my work, to
build nuclear weapons, that is socially
irresponsible and your money should
be taken away from you.

The kind of society I want to build
is eminently reasonable and sensible.
That’s precisely why the British and
American governments are terrified
of our struggle. They fear our example.

It’s bad enough when people in
Africa begin to talk like that, But at
least Africa is far away from
America. And in the Third World,
America can still wield power because
it has more money than anyone else
and can, in Henry Kissinger’s words,
use hunger as a political commodity.

But we are right in the middle of

Western Europe and our example
could spread into areas where the peo-
ple are strong and unionised.

Moreover, when I speak or so-
meone else comes to this country to
speak to you, and you begin to ex-
amine what’s happening in Ireland
and are moved to do something about
it, then you also start seeing your own
society slightly differently,

When you see injustice in Ireland
and try to redress it, vou begin to look

just a bit differently on Nicaragua
and Cuba and all the places in Latin
America that you are told are trying
to sneak up on here and paint you all
red in the middle of the night while
you're not looking.

You begin to wonder if that’s not
all nonsense. You begin to question
all the rubbish that is spewed out on
television, in the press, and in election
literature. You begin to see that it has
no validity.

And you might actually begin
changing the policies of America.

Someday in this country a broad
American movement will come
together that is not just Irish-
Americans for freedom in Ireland, or
Black Americans for freedom in
Africa, or Chicanos or Puerto Ricans
in defence of their homelands.

There's going to be an American
movement for peace, freedom and
justice at home and throughout the
world. And do you know what will
happen then? There’ll be no Ronald
Reagans winning elections.

We in Ireland will fight on with or
without international support. We
will fight on with whatever means are
at our disposal to empty our jails, to
save our children from their bullets.

We will fight on until we win. It
may not be in my personal lifetime
because [ don’t know how long I will
be permitted to live, but in the lifetime
of my generation there will be a united
Ireland. :

But that alone is not enough. I
want a united socialist workers
republic of Ireland because no one
will look to the interests of the work-
ing people of Ireland but the workers
themselves. Unless working people
run society themselves, we will all
have fought and died for little more
than change of flag and a change of
anthem.

There is a better day coming in

Ireland, and in America as
well. Whether we move together as a
common movement, or whether we
move first and you move later, a new
movement will arise in the United
States too. This country is a melting
pot of ethnic groups that arrived here
fleeing poverty and oppression. Many
have links to their struggling people at
home. :
The complete speech is available in the US
socialist weekly The Militant, 3 Dec 1982,
available from I4 Charles Lane, New
York, NY 10014, USA.
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Scotland

ABERDEEN: SC available at Boom-
town books, King 5t. For more info
ring Bill 896 284

EDINBURGH: SC sold Thur
4.15-5.15pm Bus Station, 5t. An-
drews Square and bottom of Waverly
steps 4.30-5.30; Sat 11.30-2pm East
End, Princes St. Also available from
1st May Books, or Better Books, For-
rest Rd. More info on local activity
from SC c/o Box &,
Bookshop, Candlemaker Row.
GLASGOW: SC sales every Thur/Fri
4.30-5.30pm at Central Station. Also
available at Barretts, Byres Rd; Clyde
Books, High 5t; Glasgow Bookshop
Collective, Cresswell Lane; Hope
Street Book Centre.

HAMILTON: SC sale every Sat
I-5pm outside Safeway, shopping
centre. For more info contact John
Ford, 53 Eliot Crescent, Hamilton or
Paul Youngson, 18 Forrest Crescent,
Hamilton.

Wales

BANGOR: Sat 10-12 town centre.
CARDIFF: every Sat in Bute Town
10.30-12. Also available 1-0-8 Books,
Salisbury Road.

NEWPORT: every Sat i in town centre
11-12.30

PONTYPRIDD: SC sales every Sat
outside Open Market 11-1pm.
PORT TALBOT: Sat llam-lpm
town centre,

SWANSEA: SC sales outside Co-op,
Oxford St, 1iam-1pm, Saturdays.

England

BATH: SC on sale at 1985 Books,
London Road, and Saturdays 2pm-
| 3pm outside the Roman Baths. Phone
20298 for more details.
BIRKENHEAD: SC on sale at
Labour Club, Cleveland st, Thur
mights; in precinct outside Lit-
tlewoods, Sat 11-12.
BIRMINGHAM: SC on sale at The
Ramp, Fri 4.30-5.40, Sat 10-4. For
more info phone 643-5904,
BOLSOVER: Cross Keys, every Fri
8-9pm, Bluebhell 9-10.
: SC at Fourth Idea
Bookshop, 14 Southgate.
BRISTOL: SC on sale 11-1, ‘Hole in
Ground’, Haymarket. More info Box
2, ¢/o Fullmarks, 110 Cheltenham
Rd, Montpelier, Bristol 6.
BURNLEY: SC on sale every Sat
morning 11,30-1pm St James St.
NTRY: SC available from
‘Wedge Bookshop.
HEMEL HEMPSTEAD: SC sales in
Time Square, Sat 10.30-1.30pm.
HUDDERSFIELD: S5C seold Sat
llam-lpm. The Piazza. SC also
available at Peaceworks,
LEEDS: Sat 11-1 at Lands Lanc
Pedestrian Precinct and 10.30-12.00
at Headingly Arndale Centre, Corner
Bookshop, Woodhouse Lane.
LIVERPOOL/BIRKENHEAD: SC
sold in Birkenhead Precinct, outside
Littlewoods, Sat 11-12am and Liver-
pool, Church St, outside Top Shop,
Sat 12-1pm
MANCHESTER SC =zold 11-1pm Sat
at OLDHAM outside the Yorkshire
Rla.nk, High St; at BURY in the shop-
ping precinct and at Metro Books; at
BOLTON in the town centre; and in
MANCHESTER at Gorton and
Droylesden markets 11am-12.30 Sats
and at Grassroots and Percivals
Bookshop. Tel: 061-236 4905 for fur-
ther info.
MANSFIELD: Fri 3-4pm. Stockwell
Gate, Sat 10.30-12 Westgate. Four
Seasons Shopping Centré Sat
10.30-12.
NEWCASTLE: SC on sale every Sat
11-1pm outside Fenwicks. Also
available at Days of Hope bookshop,
Westgate Rd. Every Friday outside
Newcastle University between 1-2 and
outside Mewcastle Polviechnic bet-
ween 12-1 every Monday.
NOTTINGHAM: SC scld every Sat
12-1 pm Slab Square. For info phone
863916

OLDHAM: SC sold every Saturday
outside Yorkshire Bank, High Street.
For more information about local ac-
tivities. Tel. 061-682 5151.

Whats left
RATES for What's Left. 6p per word
or £4 per col inch. line: noon

Sat to cation. Payment in
Ence. Pone G135 8180,
‘Z’ a film by Costa Gavras,
director of MISSING.
Ruskin Hall, 16 Church Rd,
Acton W3, Saturday 11th
December at 4pm (£1) and
7.30pm (£1.50). OAPs and
UBA40s half price. Informa-
tion: 993-5631/992-4887.

BADGES MADE: Glasgow 5C sup-
porters have a badge-making machine,
will make badges quickly and cheaply
for your campaign/union/Labour Par-
ty — and all the money goes back into
the struggle for socialism! Write for
details/quotes to: SC (Glasgow), PO
Box 50, London N1 2XP.

POSTERS: Cheap, good and fast.
Order from The Other Printshop,
061-236-4905,

NEW BADGE!
20p each

Orders over 10 post free
Orders over 20 — 15p each
Orders over 50 — 12p each
Cheques payable to:
Labour History Group
Send to:

Southwark SC Badge,

PO Box 50, London N1.

Ist May =

Where you can
buy Socialist
Challenge

XFORD: SC sold Fri 12-2pm out-
side Kings Arms and every Sat
10.30-12.30pm in Cornmarkel.
SHEFFIELD: SC on sale Thursday.
Pond St, 4.30-6pm; Saturday,
Fargate 10.30-12.30pm.
SOUTHAMPTON: S5C on sale Sat
10am-12 noon at Above Bar Post Of-
fice (Shopping Precinct).
STAFFORD: SC on Sale Market S5q
Sat lunch-time.

STOCKPORT: SC soid every Satur-
day, lpm, Mersev Way. Can be
delivered weekly: phone 483 8909
(evening). 236 4905 (day).

London

BRENT: SC sold Willesden Junction
Thur 4.30pm.

EALING: SC sold Thul, Ealing
Broadway tube, 5-6pm

ENFIELD: SC at Ni snmagcms,

London Rd, Enficld Town.
HACKNEY: SC on sale on cstates
throughout Hackney, at public
meetings, and local factories. Con-
tact us /o PO Box 36, 136 Kingsland
High St, London E8 2NF or phone
Megan or John at 359 B288.
HILLINGDON: SC sold Fri,
4.30-5.30 ar Uxbridge tube station;
Sat 11.30-12.30 in shopping precinct,
Uxbridge.

HOUNSLOW: SC sold outside
Hounslow East tube, every Wed
5.15-6.15pm.

ISLINGTON: Every Fri, 8.15-%am at
Holloway Road tube and Highbury

tube.

KILBURN: 5C sales every Sat, 10am
in Kilburn Square, and Thursday
8.30am at Queens Park tube.
LAMBETH: SC sold Thur and Fri
evenings and Thur mornings outside
Brixton tube.

NEWHAM: SC sold Sat llam to
noon, Queen's Rd Mk, Upton Park.
PADDINGTON: SC sold at Por-
tobello Rd market Sat at noon.
WEMBLEY: SC sales Fri 6.45am at
North Wembley BR Station.

Bookshops

BANGOR: Rambws
Road, U
BRAD!
shop, 14 Sandgate.

BRIGHTON: The Public House, Lit-
tle Preston St.

BRISTOL: Fullmarks, 110 Chelten-
ham Rd, Bristol 6.

BIRMINGHAM: Other Bookshop,
137 Digbeth, Birmingham.
DURHAM: Durham City Co-op
Bookshop, 85a New Elvet.

ILFORD: South Essex Bookshop, 335

Ley Street.

MILTON KEYNES: Oakleaf Books,
109 Church Street, Wolverion.
OXFORD: EOA Books, 34 Cowley

Rd.
LEICESTER: Blackthorn Books, 70
High St, Leicester, and V Karia, 53A
London Rd, Leicester.
LIVERPOOL: MNews from Nowhere,
100 Whitechapel, Liverpool L1
LONDON: Central Books, 37 Grays
Inn Rd; Colletts, Charing Cross Rd,
WC2: Paperback Books, Brixton and
Charlotte St; Kilburn Bookshop,
Kilburn High Road, NW6: The
Bookplace, Peckham High Si, SE1S:
Books Plus, Lewisham: RBalham
Food Co-op; Housmans, § Caledo-
nian Rd, Ni: Compendium, Camden
Town NWI; Owl, Kentish Town;
New Beacon, Seven Sisterz Rd, N4;
The Other Bookshop, 328 Upper St,
N1; Bookmarks, Seven Sisters Rd,
N4; Centerprise, 126 Kingsland High
St, EB; Dillons, QMC; Page One;
E15; The Other Bookshop, 328 Up-
per St, N1: Reading Matters, Wood
Green next to Sainsbury's: Village
Books, Streatham; Tethric Books,
Clapham; Paperback Centre. Brix-
ton: Oval tube kiosk: Shakti Books,
46 High St, Southall.
PORT TALBOT: McConville's
Newsagent, Station Road.
NOTTINGHAM: Mushroom Books,
Heathwte St, Hockley

PTON: October Books,
Onsinw Ruad
SUNDERLAND: The Ceolirith An
Gallery Bookshop, Grange Terrace.
YORK: Community Books, Walm-
gate.

Holyhead

or, Gwynedd.
AD: Fourth Idea - Book-

EDINBURGH: Stop US in-
tervention in Central
America. Public meeting
organised by Edinburgh Latin
American Solidarity. Thurs
14 Dec at 7.30. Trades Coun-

cil. Speaker from
FDR/FMLN plus film.

NICARAGUA: Eye witness
report. Andy de la Tour
presents a photographic ac-
count of the gains of the
Nicaraguan revolution. Wed
15 Dec at 7.30pm. Clapham
Common Community Cen-
tre, Venn St, London SW4.
Refreshments available.
Organised by Wandsworth
Socialist Challenge.

SPARE BOOKS! Any books you don’t
want taking up valuable space on your
bookshelves? Send them to the Other
?;gkshop 328 Upper St, London N1
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YOUR INSISTENCE that any reply to Ros
Kaplan’s report of the Labour Committee on
Palestine conference (SC no 271) be limited to

500 words is most unreasonable:

everyone

knows that replying to mis-representation and
malicious innuendo takes a lot longer than
writing it. Socialist Organiser will contain a full

response.

1. You know that about
100 WRP supporters and
members were marched in-
to the conference with Ted
Knight’s connivance and
that there was no evidence
that these people were
either members of the
LCP or delegates from af-
filiated organisations.

At the time Socialist
Challenge supporters in
the conference
acknowledged that this
was going on but refused

to raise it because — to put
it ingenuously they
wanted the LCP to remain
united. Now Ros Kaplan
says that ‘the conference
was marred by allegations
(1) made against some of
the organisers by members
of Socialist Organiser etc.’
Stop evading the issue.
Were these ‘allegations’
true or not?

2. If the allegations are
true — and [ have private-
ly shown Ros Kaplan fur-

ther supporting evidence
— on what basis do you
say that ‘behind this row
was an attempti by Socialist
Organiser to get the con-
ference to adopt a plat-
form which included very
detailed positions on reac-
tionary Arab states and
other questions’.

Firstly, these ‘detailed
positions® don’t exist.
There was only a cursory
reference. Secondly, what
was behind the row was
vote rigging.

You say: ‘It seemed
however that SO were
unhappy with a committee
which was not in their
pocket’. This is malicious
factionalism. The truth is
that Tony Greenstein (who
is not a Socialist Organiser
supporter) and [ said
several times during the
conference that we did not
consider the conference
legitimate because it was
packed. That is why we did
not stand for election.

4. You say the committee
is *broad based’. Do you
really think that the WRP
marched 100 members and
SUpPpPOTriers Corin
Redgrave, Clare Dixon,
Alex Mitchell, Jean Ker-
rigan, Sheila Torrance etc

‘A grave error of judgement’
Socialist Challenge replies

SOCIALIST CHALLENGE makes two accusa-
tions against Andrew Hornung and Socialist
Organiser. First that they irresponsibly split the
Labour Committee on Palestine at its founding
conference, thus creating a disastrous situa-
tion where there are now two Labour move-
ment campaigns on this question. Second that
they then proceeded to engage in a muck-
rakmg. irresponsible and scandalous campaign
in the bourgeois press which in addition to
making it extremely difficult now to build any
labour movement campaign on Palestine,
bordering on red baiting against Ted Knight
and Labour Herald journalist Penny Cole._

Andrew Hornung,
who would have made a
good solicitor but makes a
lousy revolutionary politi-
cian, responds by logic-
chopping and point scor-
ing, but nowhere con-
fronts the issue of the
damage which has been
done to the task of
building labour movement
support to the Palestinian
cause.

At the Labour Com-
mittee on Palestine foun-
ding conference there were
undoubtedly problems
with the credentials.
Socialist Challenge sup-
porters are not in posses-
sion of all the relevant
documents and arenot ina
position to give an ac-
curate account of all the
problems.

Ted Knight alleges that
on the door Andrew Hor-
nung ‘waved through’
Socialist Organiser sup-
porters. Andrew Hornung
alleges that the conference
was ‘packed’ with WRP
supporters. If Hornung’s
allegation is true, and our
considered judgement is
that Knight probably did
mobilise Labour Herald
and WRP supporters in
some strength, then this of
course was incorrect and a
breach of workers

democracy which we con-
demn. -

But the essential ques-
tion is this: do you fight
sectarian stupidity with
sectarianism, and breaches
of workers democracy by
walking out? This has to
be judged concretely, and

not with ritualistic for-
mulae and lawyer’s
arguments.

Andrew Hornung and
Socialist Organiser have to
answer: what would have
been changed, what was at
stake, by accepting the ex-
isting delegations to the
conference, even under
protest? As far as we could
see, and Andrew Hornung
does nothing to dispel our
assumptions on this, there
were but two.

First, what would be
the political platform of
the LCP. Second, who
would be the officers of
the LCP. On the first,
Hornung believes we exag-
gerate the differences bet-
ween the platform propos-
ed by him and the one
adopted — in other words
that the passage on the
reactionary Arab states
was ‘just a passing
reference’. Even if he is
right, then in effect his
argument is that there was
not a substantive political
difference.

_Second, and we think
this is the guestion which

Lahour Gommittee
on Palestine

intothe LCP conference in
order to hand it over to a
‘broad based committee’
... something that the LCP
had had since its incep-
UCII'I

5. Since the events
Socialist Challenge com-
rades have argued that to
have blown the whistle on
Knight and the WRP is ad-
ding fuel to the witch hunt.
Comrades, we're not just
fighting for democracy
and ggainst political
gangsterism. You cannot
help that process much by
writing ‘whether or not
supporters of Labour
Herald or the WRP or
both packed the con-
ference is irrelevant. Cer-

tainly SO themselves
mobilised their su pporters
in strength i

Fascinating!

Firstly the facts: SO
which had been the biggest
single force in developing
the committee since ifs in-
ception can hardly be put
on a par with a mob hired
for the afternoon who
have had no contact with
the LCP. Secondly if SO
comrades nor involved in
LCP work had ‘mobilised
in strength® how is it that
there was only ‘a walk-out

To fight Zionism we must overcarﬁe sectarianism

Hornung, Greenstein and
SO thought was decisive:
should Hornung and
Greenstein be the secretary
and chairperson of the
LEEPY

In our view the ques-
tion of the officers was not
a crucial question for a
small labour movement
campaign just getting go-
ing. We in any case would
have backed Ted Knight
for one of the leading
posts because he is the per-
son with credibility and
support in the labour
movement who has done
most to raise the issue of
Palestine.

There was no question
of preventing Hornung
and Greenstein being on
the steering committee. In
the event, not a single

member of the WRP was
proposed for or accepted
on to the steering commit-
tee of the LCP.

But

Hornung and

Greenstein
satisfied with that:

were  not
they
wanted to ensure that they
were the officers, and split
the committee when it
looked as if they would not
be. They should have
stayed in the campaign
and accepted nomination
to the steering committee,
rather than splitting and
throwing the campaign in-
to disarray.

Subsequently there
have been gleeful articles
in the Guardian and New
Statesman. The Guardian
obviously got their infor-
mation from Hornung and
devoted their whole
‘Diary’ column to it —
which started ‘And now an
evervday story of Labour
Party folk’. This gutter
press campaign was at best
a grave error of judge-
ment. At worst it was a
deliberate  attempt to
discredit the LCP, using
whatever weapons came to

of 30 delegates’?

Thirdly you treat the
WRP as if it were just
some other tendency
within the labour move-
ment, overlooking its
dubious political methods
— in a matter connected
with the Middle East — its
connection with Arab
regimes.

6. Those who walked out
of the LCP conference
have established a Labour
Movement Campaign for
Palestine. To continue the
work done by the LCP
with the taint of corrup-
tion, the stigma of vote
rigging and the influence
direct or indirect of the
WRP was not on.

7. Finally, why is Socialist
Challenge covering up for
Knight, Labour Herald
and the WRP. Is it out of
concern for the LCP, for

which it did hardly
anything between its in-
ception and the con-

ference? Or are there other
motives?

The LMCP can be con-
tacted by writing to LMCP
¢/o 28 Carlton Mansions,
Hamleight Rd, N16.

hand. It gave the
bourgeois press not only
an opportunity to discredit
any labour campaign on
Palestine, but an oppor-
tunity to discredit the far
left in the Labour Party at
the height of a witch hunt,
How stupid can you get?

Socialist Challenge is
in no way allied with the
WRP, and does not cover
up for its activities. In par-
ticular, we defend Socialist
Organiser unconditionally
against attempts to use the
courts to prevent fair
political comment. But
what Socialist Organiser
did at the LCP conference
and subsequently is inex-
cusable,

The way out of this
mess is for  Socialist
Organiser and Tony
Greenstein to come back
into the LCP. A refusal to
do this is to continue to
fight sectarianism with
sectarianism.




Home office threatens to deport South African political exile

THE Home Office has turned down the plea for
political asylum of Anwar Mahomed (41), currently
held in Strangeways Prison, and is threatening to
deport him back to South Africa. Manchester Anti
Apartheid is campaigning against this.

Anwar Mohamed was detained by the SA securi-
ty police in December 1974, after a chance search
revealed him to be carrying a leaflet issued by the
banned African National Congress.

‘Iwastakentoaroomand (he face or I received a blow

I was interrogated and beaten
by six Bureau of State Securi-
ty (BOSS) men. During this
interrogation I was standing
up all the time, and had strong
flash lights directed to my
face. If I blinked, turned my
face or even shut my eyes,
then I was either smacked on

on my back or stomach. They
never threw a punch at my
face, but always at my body
or a kick at the back of my
knee joint.’

Anwar however refused to
confess to membership of any
banned political organisation.
He was then put into solitary

EARLY in the morning of Wednesday 24
November, Flight-lieutenant Jerry Rawlings,
Chairperson of Ghana'’s ruling Provisional Na-
tional Defence Council, announced that an at-
tempted coup against his 11 month-old govern-
ment had failed. It now appears that the forces
behind the coup were right wing although with
the participation of a leading left winger. Walid

Hadad asked KOFI

MENSAH, a Ghanian

socialist, to explain the background to these

events.

How did Jerry Rawlings
coup on 31 December
‘81 differ from previous
military coups?

Like Rawling’s earlier
coup in 1979 this one was
led by the lower ranks of
the armed forces. From
the start left wing activists
— both military and
civilian — were part of the
ruling PNDC and massive
support was immediately
forthcoming from work-
ing people shown in huge
demonstrations.

FDR/FMLN launch new

By Murdo Ritchie

At the time of seizing
power, Ghana’s economy
was bankrupt. Inflation
was raging at over 100 per
cent and a loaf of bread
cost more than the
minimum daily wage.

The cedi, Ghana’s cur-
rency, was trading at 16
times its official rate on
the black market.

The cocoa crop, which
accounts for 60 per cent of
Ghana’s export earnings
was stranded in the grow-
ing areas due to lack of

IN AN interview in the US newsweekly The
Guardian Ruben Zamora, a leader in the El

Salvadorean
developments in

FDR/FMLN
the

explained
strategy of the

FDR/FMLN that have been made since the
fraudulent elections on 28 March of this year.

“The war against the
government is the fun-
damental situation within
the country,” he said.
However, because ‘of the
war, within the dominant
groups of society there is
an internal confrontation
between two historical

projects. The repressive

and regressive project of
the most backward sector
of the ohﬁarchy repre-

sented by the Nationalist
Republican Alliance
(ARENA) and the

repressive, reformist pro-
ject that is backed by the
Americans, the Christian
Democrats. and other sec-
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confinement for three days.

‘At the end of the third
day they took me out of the
confinement and took metoa
different room, where [ saw a
man hanging from the ceiling
(about two feet off the
ground). Both his hands and
legs were tied behind his back
with a rope and this rope was
extended to the pole in the
ceiling ... it was inhuman and
nauseating. Then they took
me away and asked me if [
wanted what [ saw to happen
to me? 1 said ‘No”. They said
‘It will, if I don’t come up
with a confession."

After a week the police let
Anwar go. He feared however

transport, mismanage-
ment and corruption.
Jerry’s coup gave
working people the hope
that this would be ended.

How did the PNDC seek
to involve the people of
Ghana in charl?iug this
state of affairs
People’s Defence Com-
mitiees and  Workers
Defence Committees were
set up in the towns and
villages, within the army
and workplaces. These are
popular organs of
democracy set up to bring
decision making to the
broad mass of people.

Their role has been to
expose corruption and the
hording of essential com-
modities, to enforce some
price control and to in-
itiate self-help program-
mes.

Recently the WDC ai
the partly-British owned

tors inside the Salvadorean
army.’

He continued, ‘These
two projects are fighting
inside the state for the
leadership of Salvadorean
society. This confronta-
tion has resulted in the
dispersal of certain social
forces that previously
more or less supported the
government. Because of
this they have started to

explore other alter-
natives.’
This prompted the

FDR/FMLN to launch its
‘policy of convergence’,
This policy recognised that
the March election solved
the problems of represen-
for the ‘most
backward sectors of the
oligarchy’ but created
massive problems for
other organisations in the
country and that the
FDR/FMLN will ‘have to
approach those other sec-
tors that, because of this
crisis, are moving away
from the government.’

Sectors

‘Convergence does not
represent a policy of
united front because, ob-
Jectively, it is not possible
to establish a united front
with these sectors. Already
the FDR is a united front
of the democratic pro-
gressive sectors.’

He stated: ‘The united

that they might detain him
again.

‘On the morning of 20
January 1975, while I was go-
ing home ... my neighbours
told me that two black cars
were at my house and they
were there for about three
hours waiting for me. [ knew
immediately that they were
from BOSS (when I was told
that they were white men.)’

Anwar fled across the
border to Mozambique, using
a forged passport.

He then stayed with a
sister who lives in Mozambi-
que and found work there as
an accountant. However the
government soon afterwards

Goup attempt in
Ghana defeated

Ghana Textiles Printing
Company attempted to
take over the factory. It
was attacked by police
who wounded a number of
workers.

The government in-
tervened, seizing the assets
of the company and order-
ing the expatriate manager
10 be deported within 48
hours.

The PDNC has also
mobilised a student task
force to evacuate cocoa to
the ports, helped set up a
national women’s
organisation, established a
training school for
ideological and military
training of leaders of the
PDCs and WDCs and has
established People’s
Courts to try people for
corruption and economic
sabotage.

What has been the reac-
tion of imperialist coun-

front is a more organic
strategy in that you pre-
sent to other forces the
idea of forming a struc-
ture, however loose is
might be. But it is a struc-
ture in which everybody
gets together under one
‘umbrella’’.

Converge

‘The strategy of con-
vergence is different in
that we are not asking
those other forces to join
in a common structure
with us. It is instead a
policy of convergence —
trying to work out what
objectives we have in com-
mon.’

‘Basically there are two
objectives: to fight against
the fascists in El Salvador,
because they want to
destroy not only the FDR
and the FMLN forces, but
as well these other forces.

‘And secondly, to try
to fight together against
the danger of massive
American intervention in
El Salvador, and the pro-
blem of regionalisation of
conflict that the current
American military in-
tervention is producing in
Central America.’

This strategy is directed
at the ‘institutional Catholic
Church’ and ‘all those peo-
ple that have some sort of
organisation within the
church, Democratic Action,

ordered all Seuth African
passport holders to leave the
country.

He then went to Pakistan,
where he did not speak the
language and could not ob-
tain permission to work. He
soon left for India, where he
lived from June 1976 to April
1979, first in Bombay and
then at his grandfather’s
village in Suret, where he
stayed until his grandfather
died.

Anwar eventually came to
England. He came in as a
visitor with nowhere to return
to. He found work, first in a
London hotel and then as a
cost clerk in Bolton. In May

Jerry Rawlings

tries and other govern-
ments to all thisg
They are trying to
destabilise the regime.
There have been threats of
foreign invasion through
neighbouring  countries
and there have been some
recent clashes on the
Ghana/Tobago border.
Advance credit from
international institutions
and firms have been
cancelled and there have
been threats of economic
embargo. On top of this
the world price of cocoa
has continued to fall.
Within Ghana reac-
tionary bodies such as the
Ghana Bar Association

a newly formed Dpolitical
party, the Popular
Democratic Union, some of
the Christian Democrats,
and the part of the trade
union movement that is out-
side the FDR.’

‘The Iong-range objec-
tive of this policy is, on the
one hand, to present to the
Salvadorean people a more
(‘:'{Eqal.l' scenario gef choices:i

ere is mocracy?
Where is social change?
And where is dictatorship,
brutality, repression and
reactionary social
measures? In that sense it is
10 some extent to clear the
political arena in terms of
choice for people.’

1981 he found himself over-
takeri by financial problems
. He issued cheques even
though his bank account no
longer had any funds in it.
Eventually he was arrested
and charged with deception,
convicted and sentenced to
eight months imprisonment.
He finished serving his
sentence six months ago.
Since then he has been held in
prison while the Home Office
decide what to do with him.
They regard him as an illegal
immigrant, Manchester Anti
Apartheid is supporting his
claim for political asylum
through a press campaign and
regular Saturday morning
pickets at Strangeways Prison

and the Professional
Bodies Association have
attacked the development
of the PDCs and WDCs.

On the other hand
countries like' Cuba and
Libya are exploring areas
of closer economic links
while loans have been
sought from East Europe
to rehabilitate ailing in-
dustries.

Why did the latest coup
occur and what is the
future of Ghana's
revolution?

Since names and numbers
of civilian and military ar-
rests haven’t been disclos-
ed it is difficult to assess
the threat to the PNDC
and its implications.

However, it is reported
that the right wing with an
‘ultra-left’ faction within
the army was responsible,
It is also implied that the
divisions were on a tribal
basis as the people involy-
ed were reportedly from
Northern Ghana.

This latter view is
superficial as it ignores
class divisions. However
we can be sure that im-
perialism will use these
divisions to destabilise the
revolution.

The lack of a united
front of the major left-
wing political movements
could be at the basis of the
‘slow pace of the revolu-
tion’ which prompted this

political strategy

‘Another objective is
that, insofar as those other
sectors develop a struggle
against fascism in
Salvador, the government
will become more isolated
internally — not only ex-
ternally, where they are
quite isolated at the inter-
national level. Therefore
the contradictions inside
the government  will
develop more acutely.’

‘The third objective is
to develop the possibility
for a democratic society, a
society for real social
change for the people.’

Finally, he explained
the purpose of the
FDR/FMLN’s call for
‘dialogue’ and ‘negotia-

gates from 9 until 11am.

Last week the Home Of-
fice was they said they would
reconsider his case, this com-
bined with intimidation of the
picket by prison officials, will
not halt the campaign until
Manchester AA are certain
he will not be deported to
South Africa.

Manchester AA  are
demanding that Anwar’s long
and fearful wait by dragged
out no longer and that he will
be given political asylum in
Britain.

The campaign is now sup-
ported by the Anti Apartheid
movement on a national
scale.

adventurist intervention.
So far the June Fourth
Movement, Jerry’s
original power base, and
the Kwame Nkrumah
Revolutionary Guards
have merged to form a
more radical united front.
The National
Democratic Movement —
which believes Ghana’s
revolution is in its ‘na-
tional democratic’ stage —
has not joined this front.

Immediately following
the coup attempt, tens of
thousands of workers
demonstrated in favour of
the Rawling’s government
shoutin 5 power to the peo-
ple and demanding the
removal of top civil ser-
vants. This clearly in-
dicated the grass roots
support the PNDC enjoys.

What remains to be
seen is how this support
can be channeled into clear
policies, first, by ensuring
that the PDCs and WDCs

remain  representative
democratic organs of the
people.

Second, whether there
can emerge a clear
economic direction which
can break Ghana's
economy from imperialist
domination and satisfy the
basic needs of the im-
poverished masses. It is in
this light that the debate
around whether to accept
the IMF conditions for a
loan must be seen.

tion’: ‘There is no point in
just sitting down to talk;
what for? For us dialogue
is a means to approach
negotiation.

“That is, dialogue for
achieving certain objec-
tives. And the objective
for us continues to be fun-
damental one: to achieve a
political settlement of the
struggle of El Salvador.’

‘Our objectives are to
achieve peace, democracy,
social change, and respect
for the rights of our peo-
ple. Normally those are
not the objectives of either
the American administra-
tion or the military govern-
ments of our countries.’
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Marxism and Social Democracy

In the preceding parts of this
series PHIL HEARSE traced
the growth of the German
Social Democratic Party, the
most authoratitive party of
the Second International,
showing how it became
bureaucratised and reformist
— .and how it betrayed the

3. Social
jemocracy

and therise
of Hitler

*Nothing is easier than to ridicule the
social democratic bureaucracy
(who have) struck up a Solomon song
to socialism. Yet, it must not be
forgotten that the reformist workers
have a thoroughly serious attitude to
the gquestion of socialism. One must
have a serious attitude to the refor-
mist workers. Hence the problem of
the united front rises up again in all its
scope’. Leon Trotsky

Out of the defeat of the
1918-19 revolution emerged
the Weimar Republic, whose
SPD founders created ‘the
most perfect constitution in
the world’. Between 1918-23
the SPD leaders participated
in several governments,
generally with their
‘democratic’ bourgeois allies.
But the shape of the German
workers movement was
changing.

In 1920 the majority of the
Independent Social Demo-
crats (the USPD) fused with
the small German Communist
Party. For the first time since
the outbreak of the war, the
German workers had a mass
revolutionary party, the KPD.

Throughout the Weimar Republic
German capitalism staggered from
crisis to crisis — Germany remained
the most unstable country in Europe.
But after a temporary upturn in the
economy during 1924-28, it crashed
again in 1929. It was this economic
collapse which gave the Nazis their
sensational ‘breakthrough in the
September 1930 elections, and
ultimately their victory in 1933.

But why did the Nazis gain from
the crisis. Why were the swaggering
stormtrooper thugs (‘human dust’
Trotsky called them) able to mobilise
behind them millions of middle class

people ruined by the economic crisis?

The answer lies in the policies of both
the social democrats and the com-
munist KPD, under the direction of
the Stalinised Russian Communist
Party.

In 1921 the KPD tried an ill-timed
and badly supported putsch which
was easily put down. Again in 1923 it
botched a revolutionary situation
when a planned insurrection was call-
ed off, but eventually went off at half-
cock. These defeats led to a downturn
in the class struggle and, with the tem-
porary ecofiomic stabilisation, a drift
back to the SPD by the militant
workers. But the down turn did not
last long.

In 1925 the KPD launched a

German revolution of 1918-19.
In this third part he shows
how the Social Democratic
leaders were powerless
face of the rise of Hitler, and
how the ultra-left sec-
tarianism of the Communist
Party contributed to Hitler's
victory.

referendum for the confiscation of
the lands and riches of the German
princes. Throughout 1926 this cam-
paign proved immensely popular;
millons of German workers, in-
cluding many social democrats, threw
their energies into this campaign. It
proved to be a turning point. Just a
couple of years after the defeat of the
stormy struggles of 1923 the German
working class was regaining its
strength and combativity,

This resurgence of the workers
movement was reflected in the out-
come of the 1928 election: the SPD
vote went up from 7.9 million to 9.15
million. Those of the KPD went up
from 2.7 to 3.36 million. The Nazi
vote reached its all time low of
810,000. SPD leader Herman Muller
became Chancellor; the social
democrats were back in office for the
first time since 1923. Here was the op-
portunity for the KPD to begin to
break the social democratic workers
from their mis-leaders. A growing
radicalisation inside the working class
coincided with an SPD government,
and an impending world economic
crisis Lo boot.

Expose

But just at this point the KPD
under the guidance of the Stalinised
Communist International made its
disastrous ultra-left turn — the so-
called ‘Third Period’. According to
Thalmann and the other KPD leaders
social democracy had now become
‘the left wing of fascism’. They called
the SPD *social fascist’. They argued
that it was more dangerous than or-

.dinary fascism because of its left-wing

guise. Thus any united front with
social democratic workers could only
be under communist leadership,
hence a ‘united front from below’.

Lenin and Trotsky had always ex-
plained that the united front wasnot a
manoeuvre aimed at ‘exposing’ the
reformist leaders, but a genuine pro-
posal from the Communists to the
reformist organisations for joint ac-
tion in defence of the crucial of the
working class. Only if the reformist
leaders turned down the united front
proposal should the Communists try
to build a united front ‘from below’
going direct to the social democratic

rank and file.

The KFD now made any form of
united front impossible. Its appeals to
the social democratic workers became
appeals to assemble under the KPD
banner. This insane course was
deepened by the policy of ignoring the
(majority) reformist union federa-
tion, the ADGB and constructing
‘Red unions’. Up until 1924 the Com-
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in-

Hitler with Von Paper (centre)
munists had held many posiions of
influence inside the ADGB, but now
they built the RGO (Red Trade Union
Opposition) as oppaosition unions to
the official ADGB.

In the Berlin metal workers strike
in 1930 the RGO accused the social
democrats, in a completely un-
justified way, of collaborating with
the Nazis to break the sirike. In the
Ruhr miners strike in the same year
the RGO isolated the communist
miners and the strike was quickly
defeated. Perhaps the most sym-
bolically criminal episode of ‘Red’
trade unionism was the Berlin
transport workers strike of 1932.

Berlin was part of SPD-cuurolled
Prussia, and thus the demands of the
transport workers were directed
against a Social Democratic state
government, Opportunistically, the
Nazis to reinforce their base
among the workers — supported the
strike. Correctly the KPD did too, but
then made the criminal error of col-
laborating with the Nazi trade union
federation in building support for the
strike, Nazis and Communists stood
shoulder to shoulder in the streets col-
lecting money for the strikers. The
response of the social democratic
workers to this kind of collaboration
can be well imagined! This kind of
alliance with the Nazis most famously
occured during the 1929 referendum
against the Prussian social democratic
government organised by the Nazis.
After some hesitation, the KPD back-
ed the referendum dubbing it the ‘Red
referendum’.

Smash

A united front policy would have
been precisely the opposite. While ex-
plaining to the workers the repressive
policies of the Prussian state govern-
ment, the KPD should have fought
shoulder to shoulder with the social
democratic workers to defeat the Nazi
attempt to overthrow the state
government and replace it with an/
even more repressive one. Instead,
KPD policy went as far as jointly
organising with the Nazis to smash up
SPD meetings.(1) R

The economuc crash of 1929 in-
evitably polarised German politics.
While in the 1930 elections the KPD
vote went up 1% million, while the
SPD vote went down a similar
amount — a clear move to the left
amongst the workers — the Nazi vote
increased spectacularly from just
800,000 to over six million. While the
KPD ultra-leftism had gained some
small short-term successes, it has been
incapable of winning the petty
bourgeoisie, ruined by the crash,

behind the workers movement.

The leader of the Centre Party,
Bruning, an extreme right winger now
took power. His government was op-
posed by Communists and Nazis —
indeed the KPD called it “fascist’ and
in doing so confused many workers
about the real character of fascism —
the fact that if the Nazis took power
all working class organisation would
be destroyed. After all, if the govern-
ment were already ‘fascist’, would the
Nazis be so bad? This was precisely
the logic the KPD drew in coining the
slogan ‘after Hitler us’ thus
spreading the criminal illusion that
Hitler’s rule would be short-lived and
followed (!) by socialist revolution,

Decree

Bruning’s government, when
defeated on its budget by the joint
votes of the KPD, SPD and Nazi
deputies, imposed its will through
decree. The sanctity of parliamentary
rule, so dear to the Weimar constitu-
tion and the SPD leaders, was being
breached. Bruning’s rule in fact
represented a form of Bonapartism,
the combination of some parliamen-
tary forms with one-man dictatorial
rule. Weimar was on the way to being
overthrown,

The SPD was now faced with a
choice. Should it combine with the
‘extremists’ to overthrow Bruning or
‘tolerate’ his government, by ensuring
that a vote of no confidence would be
defeated? SPD Reichstag leader
Muller ensured that Bruning should
be defended as the ‘last bulwark’
against fascism. Thus did the refor-
mist leaders collude in the general

- destruction of democratic rights.

In 1932 Bruning was followed by
the openly anti-parliamentarian von
Papen, on the basis of a sharp move
to the right among the whole
bourgeoisie. The right wing bourgeois
parties were declining, their support
going to the Nazis and the right-wing
nationalist Stalhelm (‘steel helmets’)
militia.

Against them stood only the
workers movement. The July 1932
elections showed the polarisation:
Nazis 13.7 million votes, SPD 8
million, KPD 5.3 million, Centre
Party 4.6 million. Even at this last
desperate stage, the victory of the
Nazis was not inevitable. If the
workers parties had formed a united
front to defeat fascism, Hitler could
have been stopped. But a united front
was precisely what neither side
wanted.

After Hitler’s victory, and the
destruction of the world’s most
powerful labour movement, the social
democracy and Stalinism contended

with one another to argue who was
responsible. Both were. The lessons
of Hitler’s victory are some of the
most crucial for any socialist, any
class conscious worker, to remember.

Hitler was impelled to power by
the German bourgeoisie when all the
traditional parties of Weimer Ger-
many were incapable of solving Ger-
many’s economic catastrophe. The
social democrats, by their reliance on
parliamentarism and their failure to
go beyond reformist tinkering with
the system also failed to give political
answers to the crisis. German social
democracy which had rescued
capitalism during the revolutionary
crisis of 1918-19, was now repaid for
its loyal services by being strangled,

But the KPD also failed the test by
its chronic sectarianism towards the
reformist workers. In a situation of
chronic crisis it was always able to re-
inforce its forces from the ranks of
the unemployed. But through its
refusal of the united front, by its
refusal to engage in a serious dialogue
with the SPD cadres in the factories, it
laid the basis for permanent division,
and the continuing hold of the SPD
bureaucracy. Nothing is simpler than
revolutionary verbiage against the
social democratic mis-leaders; and
nothing more fatal than the failure to
challenge them in their own bastions
through the united front.

Fooinote.

1) On KPD-Nazi collaboration see R
Krebs (*J. Valtin®') “Our of the Night " uiid
aiso Albert Krebs (no relation) ‘The Infan-
cv of Nazism’, Valtin was a communist
orgariser and Alberi Krebs the Nazi
eauleiter of Hamburg. It is importani to
remember that the Nazis, in order to build
a plebian base, presented themselves as an
‘anti-capitalist’ party, especially the ‘lefi
wing’ Nazis led by SA chief Strasser. Thus
they had a dual policy of trying on the one
hand to raise monev from the in-
dustrialists and to shore up their base,
especially among the unemploved, by
denunciations of ‘Jewish capital’. With
the SPD in power in Prussia, and in
government from 1928-30, the Nazis and
the Communisis appeared as the two
most radical parties. During the period
when the KPD was denouncing the SPD gy
the ‘main enemy’ there were many defec-
tions from the KPD 1o the Nazis and vice-
versa. This was the product of the criminal
wltra-leftism of the Stalinists. After the
RGO was banned in early 1933, Com-
intern reports speak of many Conymnuiist
warkers vating for the Nazi trade union
list _in preference to the SPD free truce
union list.

The ‘anti-capitalist’ policy of the Nazis
caused them many problems with their
capitalisi  backers and manv  interial
strains, As is well known, Hitler resolved
these conflicts in 1934 by the ‘Night of the
Long Knives' when Strasser and the other
raelical hrownshirt leaders were murdered.



YOU WANT A DIARY or you have a friend who
needs one? Then two old faithfuls are strongly
recommended. The Spare Rib Diary for 1983
uses the theme of women’s history. | par-
ticularly like their quote from Boudicca who
raised 80,000 tribesmen to fight the Romans,
when she said: ‘Better masterless poverty than
prosperous slavery!” (Price £2.75) >

The Pluto Big Red Diary and Directory has

taken images of liberation as its theme and as
always has got the message across. (Price

£2.50)

The Crossing Press of
New York have produced
an excellent calendar
which is edited by Joan
Larkin. As she savs in her
preface: ‘In compiling the
Women Writers Calendar
I wanted to extend the net-
working processes which
have touched me, and to
reach others who write, or
whose lives are changed by
women’s writing.” Nice (o
have a calendar with good
feminist  literary  stan-
dards. (Price £3.95)

Pluto have got two real
good buys in their
Arguments for Socialism
series. {t makes you Sick
proposes  policies for
reshaping and democratis-
ing the NHS which go far
bevond anything the
Labour Party has put for-
ward. With Fowler and
Thatcher now on the war-
path against the health ser-
vice, this book by Colin
Thunhurst makes useful,
instructive reading,
whether you work in the
NHS or are just one of
those millions who needs
it. 5

Richards Minns in his
book, Take Over the City,
takes the City apart and
shows how that whole
crooked set up operates.
He provides the kind of
arguments you need in the
pub, and at work, on why
we should take it off the
bowler hatted-brigade and
give it to responsible peo-

Cormac Strikes Back!

ple, like those who actual-
ly produce the wealth.
(Both cost £2.50)

We all have the pro-
blem of what to buy for
the kids. So much of the
run of the mill stuff is
racist, sexist and reac-
tionary. But who wants to
give an inquisitive, in-
telligent eight-year-old, a
story about the heroic
young Komsomol who col-
lected silver paper for
socialism?

Three that are different
are The Twits by Roald
Dahl (price £1) — if vou
were still between six and
ten vears of age you would
laugh yourself silly at this
ingenious and very skilful

story about trouble
amongst  people and
animals.

The Nigerian authoress
Buchi Emecheta, says the
Sunday Times, s a
‘natural born writer’ and
her two books Titch the
Cat and Nowhere to Play
prove that for once the
Sunday Times has got it
right. About children and
for children. What better
recommendation?
(Nowhere to play £3.75,
Titch the car £2.50, both
published by Allison and
Busby.)

Jill Posener has a long
record of activity in the
Women’s Liberation
Movement and her book
of photo journalism shows
she has put it to good use.

TAKE AWALK through any British city and one
soon becomes aware of the message of big

business writ

large on huge billboards.

Sometimes frustration or objections to a par-
ticular sexist or racist ad have induced people
to destroy or change the slogans.

On a similar walk through republican West
Belfast the numerous murals soon catch the
eye. Mainly painted by republican youth with
the approval of the local community, they
depict resistance themes from defence of
political prisoners to support for the armed

struggle.

Many of these pain-
tings have been vandalised
but this time the culprits
are British soldiers who
use the cover of darkness
in atiempts to destroy
them.

The North of Ireland
may be the most oppressed
area of Western Europe
with some of its worsl
social conditions, but as
far as hearts and minds go
the nationalist areas are
liberated zones.

Cormac, the radical
Belfast-based  cartoonist,
accurately reflects  that
balance of power in his
work. On the surface his
subject matter, which in-
cludes British soldiers and
the paramilitary RUC on
the streets, lovalist murder
gangs and torture, might
appear  depressing.  But
Cormac’s cartoons never
are: they are tull of Tife and

vitality because the people

are off their knees and
freedom is in the air.

A collection of Cor-
mac’s work, which spans
the past ten years, has now
been published in book

The collection of recorded
graffiti in Spray ir Loud is
humorous, sharp, and at
times  angry. It is
guaranteed to make vou
think. One | liked in par-
ticular was ‘Whitelaw’s
White Law’ (£2.95).
Further Down on Mag-
gie’s Farm gets into the
Xmas spirit with Steve Bell
dealing with Turkeys and
politics. The ‘boring’ old
Turkey Trot, insists that

form Cormac  Strikes
Back (Information on
Ireland £2.50). The ma-

jority of the cartoons are
from An
Phoblacht/Republican
News, the Sinn Fein paper,
but also included are many
from the Bad Tasie series
in Socialist Challenge,
where Cormac turns his
caustic pen on political
themes in Britain.

Humour can play an
important part in war and
Corimac Sirikes Back is
war humour with a
vengeance for a British au-
dience as he cuts the enemy
down to size, lampooning
British politicians, belittl-

By Les Green
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Review

without ‘a credible and
fighting turkey vanguard’
every turkey is a goner.
Luckily reformist realism
survives and the SDP
turkey scorn the mad “trot’
and fulfill their festival
function by getting all
hung up.

Which just goes to
show that if you are not
careful, trots will ruin
Xmas even for turkeys!
Not only turkevs, but Teb-

ing British troops and
police and boosting the
morale of the oppressed by
depicting a valiant armed
resistance struggle.

Cormac’s deft pen
coupled to a surrealist im-
agination multiplies the ef-
fect, which in its most
crazy moments seems (o
outstrip reality, while at
the same time prodding
the reader’s mind to meel

it.

A hundred pages long,
the open layout style
makes this a book easy to
read through in one ses-
sion. If you Kknow so-
meone depressed by the
state of politics in Britain,

Dear Mr, Tebbit,

I've
been on Lhe dole for
a long time but
can'l afford a bike---

bad taste
. ;

Dear Mr Fowler,

Do
you remember Che
aropd old days when

itain had a National
Health service which

e

.'Daar Mrs. Thatchen
I

bit, Howe, Maggic and the
penguin, they are all there.
(£2.95)

Socialism and Survival
by Rudolph Bahro (£3.50)
— at a time of ‘peace and
goodwill to all’ it is useful

after the pudding and
booze to start thinking will
we be allowed to enjoy it
next year?

Bitter Fruit by Stephen
Schlesinger and Stephen
Kinzer. A dramatic and as-
tounding story of how the
CIA obliged the United
Fruit Company of
America and overthrow
the legitimate government

Cormac  Strikes  Back
makes the ideal Christmas
present and pick-me-up
rolled into one. It costs
£2.50 and is available from
most radical bookshops. It
can also be purchased
direct from the publishers:
£3 including p&p from In-
formation on Ireland, Box
189, 32 Ivor Place, Lon-
don NW1 6DA. -

~ The Other Bookshop
will be showing an exhibi-
tion of Cormac's work
from 6 December for two
weeks, and Cormac
Strikes Back is on sale
there now.

approaches my
Cerrorist fantasies
become more and
more pronounced |

of Guatemala, and how
Ike Eisenhower, the US
president gave it the nod.
That was 1954, and today
they are still at it in Central
America. (£3.95)

Now the ones that I
would like to have said
something about, but a
hard nosed editor and
space called a halt. So un-
fortunately I cannot give
them more than a listing:
World View 1983 (£6.95)
Woimen under Apartheid
(£3)

Rainbow.

angels —

Duer Miller.

328 Upper Street,
London NT (01-226 0571)

37 Digbeth, Birmingham
(027-643 5904)

By Bob Pennington

Through the Flower Judy
Chicago (£4.95)

The Anti-social Family by
Michele Barrett and Mary
Meclintosh (£3.95)

George Orwell — a life by
Bernard Crick (£2.95)
Frustration by Claire
Bretecher (£3.95)

These are just a selec-
tion of what’s going. Call
or ring either of these two
shops but make sure that
you use the holiday to get
the best out of books like
these.

The Other
Bookshops

IF YOU ARE looking for presents like
books, cards and posters either call or
write in to The Other Bookshops, in Lon-
don and Birmingham.

You could also do worse than get
yvourself some Xmas reading, after all
you cannot live on a permanent diet of
the Queen jawing on about ‘my husband
and I’ or Judy Garland flying over the

Instead of Xmas trees with Trotskyist
which we suspect are
ideologically unsound, we recommend
our posters for decoration — women will
particularly like, and men should ap-
preciate the poster ‘'Why men should not
have the vote’ based on the words of the
American feminist and novelist Alice

That great epic ‘Gone with the Wind’
an IMF production, directed by Milton
Friedman and featuring Ronnie and
Maggie might not get a Xmas late night
show on Channel 4. But we can let you
have the uncensored poster.

The Other Bookshop London —
Xmas opening hours

20/21 December 10-6 pm (as normal)

22/23 December 10-7 pm (extended)

24 December 10-3pm (early closing)

Closed 25 December - 28 December

Open regular hours 29 December - 31 December
Closed | January 1983 - 3 January

Open from 4 January 1983 at normal hours.
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SUPPORT
SINN FEIN
ViSIT

THE DECISION by the GLC to invite Sinn Fein
to discuss with it the situation in Ireland has set
off a wave of hysterical opposition by the gut-
ter press, Tory government spokespeople,

By Brian Grogan

Loyalist politicians and Labour right wingers.

Loyalist leader in the
Commons, James
Molyneaux even went so
far as to threaten the Irish
community in Britain with
violence if the meeting
went ahead. Speaking on

the Jimmy Young show,
he said: ‘(the visit) might
stir up a great deal of
violence in London in
various ways and might
react against the Irish com-
munity in London and

England generally’. The
Labour leadership has not
seen fit to denounce this
threat — put into practice
daily in Ireland by Loyalist
thugs.

Labour front bench
spokesperson Don Con-
cannon predictably sided
with the Loyalists. It was
Don Concannon who
went to hunger striker
Bobby Sands bedside to

Danny Morrison

gloat over his imminent
death. He made it clear
that he would be unwilling
to meet with any Sinn Fein
delegation. Michael Foot,
whilst refraining from
demanding the invitation
be withdrawn, issued a
thinly veiled condemna-
tion.

Threats

But what are the
Loyalist, Tories and the
Fleet St scribblers afraid
of? Gerry Adams and
Danny Morrison  are
elected members of the
Tory ‘Assembly’. They
rest on the support of the
nationalist community in
the North of Ireland.

The facts are that 13

years of British direct oc-
cupation, plastic bullets
and blanket repression of
the nationalist population,
electoral gimmicks,
repressive ‘anti-Terrorist’
laws, and every dirty pro-
paganda trick in the book
— far from undermining
support for Sinn Fein, has
increased it. The visit of
Sinn Fein might just help
to raise the curtain of lies
and calumny heaped on
those struggling for their
freedom from  British
domination.

United

Already over 50 per-
cent of British workers
favour British withdrawal.
It is to prevent this senti-

Gerry Adams
ment being translated into
action that every effort is
being made to prevent the
visit.

Opinion in the
Parliamentary Labour
Party is divided. Deputy
Labour spokesperson,
Clive Soley agreed to meet
with Sinn Fein. And of-
ficers Labour’s Northern
Ireland group of MP’s
distanced themselves from
Michael Foot.

The bombing of the
Droppin Well bar in Derry
— a venue frequented by
British soldiers — will now
be used as a further argu-
ment to invokethe Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act and
prevent Sinn Fein leaders
from entering the country.
As we go to press it is still

Attempted

'HE LATEST ATTEMPT
o curb abortion rights
giled this week in the
fouse of Lords. By 57
'otes to 42 Lord Robert-
on’s Abortion (Amend-
nent) Bill was defeated
lespite backing from
eactionary figures like
.ord Denning and Lord
ongford. But a new
hreat has come from
nother guarter.

The fate of the bill
ecame sealed after a
jovernment spokesper-
on's statement failed
0 give the measure
urport. The Tories
widently feel that after
he spectacular defeat

ment would meet deter-
mined resistance.

_ Pro-choice cam-
paigners lobbying the
House of Lords drove
the point home.

Similar considera-
tions underlay the
failure of any of the
notorious anti-choice
MPs who came top of
the ballot for private
members’ bills to spon-
sor anti-abortion
measures last week.

John Corrie, for ex-
ample, chose instead to
take up a bill on diseas-
ed fish.

The new threat to
abortion rights comes

tional Abortion Cam-
paign were told last
waekend of a restric-
tion of abortion rights in
the London region
through the new pro-
cedure of registering
abortions.

The so-called ‘buff
form’ was introduced
last year. The effect of
its introduction was to
re-interpret the 1967 Act
by minimalising the
content of the clause
allowing abortions on
social grounds and
demanding that a
medical condition had
to be specified for the
abortion to be within

curb on abortion rights fails

sparked off forced a
hasty statement by
Health Minister Ken-
neth Clark that the new
procedure would have
no effact on the provi-
sion of abortion rights.

But an increasing
number of instances
point to the fact that the
Tories, while not
prepared today to take
on the pro-choice
movement on abortion
rights, are introducing
curbs through the back
door.

Further curbs on a

By Ann Potter

not clear who is responsi-
ble for the bombing,
although this has not
prevented the Sun, Mirror
and the rest from im-
mediately accusing the
Provos. Yet the bombing
will be used in Britain as a
way of aiding the enemies
of the Irish people.

But the root issue re-
mains the imperialist
domination of Ireland.
Such bombings would not
occur if Britain was not oc-
cupying Ireland by
military force. Winning
the right of Sinn Fein to
open discussions with the
Labour Party will be a step
on the road to ending
British domination and
getting troops out.

| . o -
Another victory for pro-abortionists

defeat inflicted on the movement and

the

the terms of the Act.
The storm of protest
that the new procedure

f the Corrie Bill in 1980
| frontal assault on
ibortion rights in Parlia-

from another direction.
The national plann-
ing meeting of the Na-

B
.Y

SPECIAL OFFER

For readers who take out a year's inland
subscription we are offering a free copy of Alan
Freeman's new book THE BENN HERESY. The
book normally costs £3.50

Alteratively we are offering Henri Weber's
book NICARAGUA — THE SANDINIST REVOLU-
TION (Usual price £2.95).

Subscription Rates:

Iniand: 12 months £14.00/6 months £7.00
10 issues £2.00

Overseas: 12 months only

Surface & Europe £17.00/Air mail £24.00
(Please delete as appropriate)
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Special Offer
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For multi-reader institutions double the above rates

Sand to Socialist Challenge, P.O. Box 50,
London N1 2XQ
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woman's right to

choose whether to have

a child or not will . The National Abor-
therefore remain a tion Campaign will be
threat.

using the temporary

FUND DRIVE ‘82

histmas a time for giving

MOST OF our readers thoughts at this
time of year will turn towards the yearly
festivities. But this Christmas will be
bleaker for many workers than in
previous years. According to Labour
Research there are nearly 5 million
unemployed.

In the new year many more workers
face the dole. This is the result of Tory
policies, and the complete and utter
refusal of the trade union and Labour
leaders to organise an effective fight
back.

While thousands are being put on the
dole and Tory attacks intensify, the
Labour leaders are more interested in
witch-hunting the left wing than
fighting the Tories.

Never has an effective left-wing op-
position to both the Tories and the right
wing been needed — one that fights
both inside the Labour Party and the
trade unions. Building such an opposi-
tion is a long hard struggle.

There is no royal road to victory. It
means a long slog of patient dedicated
work. That's why we need Socialist
Challenge; to give militants the facts and

anti-abortion forces to
prepare the women's

the coming battles.

the arguments to take the struggle for-
ward. And to do that we need money —
which brings us back to Christmas.

Everyone knows that there is more
pleasure in giving than receiving, so
we're asking you to give a Christmas
present to Socialist Challenge.

Such a present will help to ensure
that the fight inside the Labour Party and
the unions continues.

Our thanks this week to:

Sunderland

Brent

Outer West London
Hazel, Chiswick
Swansea

Sheffield
Leamington j
MB, RDT, Glasgow |
C. Dunne
Exter
Leicester
T. Mohun
Mansfield/Bolsover
Total

Total so far

Total required by Dec 31

labour movement for



