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LACKMAIL!

-

- And they call
it‘arun

55

BLACKMAIL
SThat is what is
being used to force
us to accept the deal
drawn up between
the TUC and
Healey.

Look whal happened
on Monday, when the
president of the South
Wales miners, Emlyn
Williams, voiced op-
position to the deal.

Immediately, there was
frantic activity on the
iaternational money
markets.

Within two hours, the
pound had fallen in value
by o full cent,

Avalanches have been
i 0 (Yer s ) 1
triggered  off by loud
TIQINGS,

Quiet

The press would have us
believe that runs on the
pound are  somehow
similar, that they are caus-
ed by conlerenee speeches.

Ther. draw the conein-
sion that unfess we keep
quiet there will be a dis-
asier.

But the decline in the
vitlue of the pound is not a
natucal event.

Those who buy and sell
paunds, those who run the
monetary exchanges, are
not natural - forces. but

people ~wealthy  people
who have accumulated
enermous economid
power.

FIGHT FOR THE
- RIGHT TO WORK

SO great

- on the&'

: bankers.
industrialists
control vast amounts ol

Financiers,
speeulators.

money and can change
them  from pounds into
marks or dollars as they
wish :

They choose to do so the
moment they believe things
will not go exactly the way
they want themtro.

Their economic power is
that chaos
threateny every time (he
feel shightly wupset with the
government or the wtions,

The government and the
press say, "Accept the deal
with Healev and protect
the pound’

What they reaily méan is
‘keep the- bankers, the
linancicrs, the speculators
and the mdustrialists hap-
Py’

In the last two years this

has meant the abandon-
ment by Labour of all the
promises it made when in
oppasition,

Social services are cut,
not expanded. The dole
queues are longer than at
any time since the Thirties.

I'he pensioners are
worse off tn real terms than
they were two years ago.

Taxation on big business
hus been cut ta nil.

Wages

Bur  still  those with
wealth are not happy. So
we are 1o have yvet tighter
controls on wages.

The government has
abjectly surrendered to the
blackmail of big business.

The alternative— a fron-
tal attack on its power—is
never considered by our

Labour politicians
They  have

always
argued that the only way to
improve things is-by work-
ing for change within the
confines of the capitalist
system.

Now they are drawing

the logical conclusion
and cringing  before the
blackmailers, even if that
makes things worse for
workers.

ALL OUT 26 MAY!
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NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION

Wednesday 26 May

FIGHT FOR THE RIGHT TO WORK!
NO DEAL WITH HEALEY!

NO TO THE CUTS!

The National Right to Work Campaign calls on all its supporters
to fight for maximum support for the day of action in every town
and city by employed and unempioyed. Move resolutions
through  trade union bodies calling for support. Organise
maximum publicity.

SUPPORT ALL LOCAL ACTIONS

In London, support the demonstration called by the London Confed and the London
Co-op Political Committee. Assemble Tower Hill, ‘Ipm. to march and lobby
parliament. :

ALL OUT 26 MAY!

LISt

[he TUC leaders have more ‘confidence’ in the Only the blackmatlers
collapsed just as ignobly. economy, : will  benefit. And. in a
They are no longer If rank and file workers  year’s time, with their

don't fight such capituia-
tion. the outlook for the
next vear will be grim.

Unemployment will re-
main  above a million.
Food prices will continue
to soar.,

Social services will be
slashed. And all workers
will be worse off.

power over the economy
bolstered still further, they
will come back and
threaten even greater chaos
unless we give in to them
even more.

Bluff

That is why we have 1o
call their bluff and throw
out the lreeze.

And if we are told that
the result will be further
runs on the pound. we have
to call for a fight against
the blackmailers, not for
cuts in the living standards
of their victims.

pressing the employers to
improve the living stan-
dards ol their members.

Cuts

Instead, they are telling
the members to accep!t cuts
in living standards so that
the emplovers can have



THE ATTEMPTS of
High Court judges
and press
millionaires to con-
trol the wunions
received a major set-
back on Monday.

Delegates to the con-
ference of the biggest civil
service union. the CPSA.
voted out last year’s presi-
dent of the union. Kay
Losinska.

Losinska. an extreme right
winger. has taken the union
1o court several times i the
fast few weeks to prevent
either the executive or the
conlerenee  circulating
motions critical of her,

Her campaign  for  re-
clection was hacked by lurid
staries in The Sun, The News
of the World and the Sunday
Mirror

In his column in the Sun-
day Mirror, Waoodrow Wyatt
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RANK AND FILE
RULE, O-KAY!

Losinska kicked out

as support

for militants grows

CPSA conference: Chris Harman reports

urged conterence deiegates ta
ignore the mandates given o
them after democratic discus-
sion in the hranches and Lo
vore for Losinska regardless

She was beaten by 107,300
voles to 87,700,

PROPER

The only regrettable thing
was that the candidate whom
the union’s broad left had
suppocted against her wasnot
himself a Jeft winger,

Len Lever told newsmen
afterwards: 'l am middie of

the road, I believe in militan-
¢y used the proper way. nol
unafiicial steikes,

I've got no palitical creed,
only a religious creed, 'm a
Roman Cathalic”

So as to emphasise that
there was a real left in the
union, the rank and file
arganisation Redder Tape
rian its-own candidate, Mike
McGrath, an IS member,
apainst bath lLosinska and
Lever

Mike got 13,400 vores —a
creditable performance, since
many delegates who sym-

pathised with him voted for
Lever to get Losinska out,

The main conference
debates  on  policy  were
between Redder Fape and the
executive which has a broad
left majority

OPPOSE

I'he exccutive’s hine. was
one of saving it was against
the gavernment’s pay policy,
but that there was nothing it
could do against ir.

This led it to oppose calls
for a-shorter working week,

JOURNALISTS BACK DAY OF ACTION

‘WHAT ARE YOU doing
to fight vour news editors,
copy tasters. sub-editors
and plump proprietors to
make sure your copy is not
turned into a despicable
insult to working people?”

This challenge  from
Barnsley delegate  Phil
Williams summed up the

mood of anger among many
working journalists at last
week’s NULT conference in
Buxton.

The press high-lighted the

the postal ballot elections for
the executive.
They paid less heed to

On the march in
London: Rank and File
supporters were out in

force all over the
country

Wage cut?

Leave it
to me,
says
Murray

victories of the yight-wing in |

RIGHT TO WORK and
Rank and File cam-
paigners were out in force
on May Day marches
throughout the country
last weekend.

They were among 2000
marchers in Glasgow, 500 in
Leeds. 300 in Swansea, 60 in
Ipswich, 100 in Gloucester,

Right to work marcher
Pete McDonnell spoke in
Gloucester, and marcher Pip
Jones spoke in Swansea,

Reports

There were ' Socialist
Worker rallies of 150 in
Manchester and 300 in Lon-
don,

We have had reports of all
the above marches and
demonstrations. L nfor-
tunately, there is not space to
include them all.

This is the report of the
march in Exeter—written by
Keith Bennett (NUPE), Mike
Broderick (NUT) Chris
Allman  (GMWU) and
Arthur Johnston (TGWL),
EXETER Right to Work
Committee saved the day for
the local Trades Council May
Dav march. {

We were the only group to

number of important  vie-
tories for the rank and file
organisation, Journalist
Charter, at the conference
itself.

[J The executive was cen-
sured for its failure to halt
employers’ reduction of man-
ning levels,

BACKING

0 Conference voted
overwhelmingly to support
the Day of Action on 26 May,
O General Secretary Ken
Morgan read § statement
backing the ‘two NIJ
members  arrested on  the
Right to Work march.

put out i presence or even
chant slogans.

When Len Murray, the
main speaker, arrived, he was
swamped with chants of “No
deal with Healey', and was
forced to meet 4 Right to
Work delegation, because it
had so dominated the march,

Throughout Murray®s un-
inspiring speech, he attacked
the ‘wreckers' for daring to
stand up and tight unemploy-
ment.

When confronted by the
delegation, he called a
different  tune, and even
admitted that the £6 limit

O Conference supported the
action of the Barnsley branch
in refusing to cogoperate with
members of the seab union,
the ToJ. :
O Ron Knowles editor of the
Journalist. was triumphuntly
re-glected by 206 votes to 109,
O The Daily Telegraph in-
dustrial  reporter, Blake
Buker, was humiliated and
censored by the conference
for his patronising and lving
report of the proceedings,

One of the delegates who
spoke ngainst Baker was a
Daily Telegraph journalist in
Manchester.

Of course, the conference
was not all victories for the

meant a wage cut.

He made no atlempt to
deny that workers are being
made to pay for the bosses’
CTisis.

One low-paid worker ask-
ed Brother Len how much he
was going to settle for this
year, Murray replied: 'Ob,
don’t worry about exact
figures. we'll sort that out for
you'.

Like hell he will! It £61sa
cut. three per cent'is & dis-
aster,

Murray continued soft-
soaping while he pufled his
cigar {(nate, none offered

Left.

On the crucial issues of new
technolopy —and support for
some form of wages policy —
the right wing, and the ex-
ecutive. won through,

But this was Charter's most
successful conference,
Mectings throughout the four
duys drew in militants who
had been isolated in their
fight to strengthen the NU'J
and organise the rank and
file. ;

The mood of the con-
ference changed as it went on
and there was A& noficeable
move to the leftin votes taken
on the later part of the agen-
da.

round) and argued that we
were all fighting for the same
ends. and it was only a
question of the speed in
getting there.

Meanwhile, we
presumably sit back, sccept
wage cuts, and leave it up to
the benevolence of Len and
his mates ta hand us socialism
an a plate some time in the
next 200 vears.

Sitting back is all very well
for Brother Len who then
went off to enjoy his now
usual three-course lunch after
his exertions. But itisn't good
enough Tor us,

i :
Kayv Losinska: she asked for
it—and she. goi it

increased lLondon

weightings, and e¢ven
teabrefks.
As Doug Murdoch, a

Redder Tape supporter from
Londan, put it in the debate
on weighting:

‘The executive always give
us the same tired old story of
government - policy  preyen-
ting us from doing anything'.

He received considerable
applause from nearly half the
conference when he asked:
‘Who decides the policy of
this union? Us here or Denis
Healey™

VOTED

I'he conference. showed o
continuing swing to the left,
but delegates did not yet feel
conlident enough to take the
government on frontally.

Although they voted to
campaign  for bigees
weightings and for tea breaks,
they supported the wait-and-
see attitude of the executive
on the main resolution on
pay

I'he growing militancy and
iniluence of Redder Tape was
#lso shown in the conferences
of the union's different sec-
tons.

Redder Tape supporters
were voted an to several of
the sectional exccutives, es-
pecially the DHSS section,
where Redder Tape editor
Mike Duggan got more than
30,000 votes,

On the march in Leeds

Scandal of the
killer Ina
hospital laundry

By TONY SHARP

A PICKET of the giant Liverpool Teaching Hospital site
last week put a stop to an appalling instance of ashestos

exposure,

Alan McLean, chairman *of the General and Municipal
Workers 143 thermal insulation branch, works on the site, Last
Monday he was told that ashestos lagging in the hoilerhouse was

being stripped.

This phenomenally
dangerous job was, as usual,
being carrvied out for
cheapness by a firm of subbies
called N and M Scaling. Alan
takes up the story:

When [ approached the

two workers and asked

thern if they knew they

were working with ashestos,
they said they were aware of it.
They were not  wearing
overalls and they had totally
inndequate gauze  masks.

When | tried to inform them of

the hazaeds to others, they
told me to clear off

| then contacted the factory
inspector.. The  non-union
lwbourer  approached  his
emplover who told him 1o
CATTY L,

When [ told the laggess of

the position we immediately
organised & picket aof the

botlerhouse,

Ignored

This was successiul in that
the workmen then left. They
WETE, ROWEVET, seen gething on
@ bus, covered in deadly
dangerous asbestos dust.

The attitude of the Liver-
pool Echo towards our action
was disgusting, They
presented il as ‘another strike
at troubled building site’,

They  completely ignored
the really horrific story. The
boilerhouse 1 also the United
Hospitais laundry.

The women working there
were complaining of the dyst
they had 1o sweep up. And ot

course that dost could
have got on to the

hospital bedding linen.
The union has demanded an

CTURE: Chris Davies (Report)

inquiry into thiy appalling
incident with the Hospital
Board, And the joh was only
completed when the stewards
committee was convineed that

all  the necessary  safely
preeautions  were  being
observed,

O Keep your eyes skinned
for a rerun of the Liverpool
Teaching Hospilal scandal
In your area.

With the huge cuts in
public spending, hospital
boards everywhere are try-
ing to do these de-lagging
jobs on the cheap.

This means more and
more cowboy lirms being
brought in, more and more
unsafe working, more and
more exposure lo ashestos.

Glasgow laggers recently
caugh! British Rail
management at il. Al the
Glasgow Central Station
Hotel they were delagging
blue asbestos with lump
co;_::‘raclors. .

ey were subsequen
fined aner the saf:?y'ny::y
But the fine was so paltry
that British Rail still made a
whacking profiton the deal.

O NINE maintenance men al
Cardift Roval Infirmary walk-
ed out last week in support of
one ol their members who
refused 1o work inan asbestos
dust-laden hoiler-roam,

The dust was falling from
broken fagging on pipes

Adrian  Evans, area ads
mimistrator of health authori=
1y, predictably clavmed that
masks which they provide are
perfectly adequate, And he's
been backed up by the loecal
factory inspector.

Pen-yv-ern Schoaol, Cardiff,
hus been closed indefinitely

South  Glamorgan  Lacal
Authorty will inspect every
schoal and council hnlding

[0 FORTY women workers
al Queen Alexandra
Hospital. Portsmouth came
oul on strike on Monday
agains! asbeslos. 25 ol
them refused to work with
sterilising machines when
they discovered thal they
gave off the dust.

Twenty five more came
out in sympathy. As a
result, the hospital bosses

agreed to their demand lo

remove the asbestos.

TWIT OF
THE WEEK

I'm a great believer that, as fur*

as this asbestos business s
concerned. ignorance is bliss.

—Councillor Ernie Row-
ing, l.ambeth, speaking to the
Guys Hospital Community
Health Council, (Quoted in
South London Press, 30
April).

MARXIST EVENING
CLASSES

Lecturers interested
in helping devalop this
course should attend a
preliminary  meeting
next Tuesday, 11 May,
8pm, 8 Cottons Gar-
dens, London E8 BDN.
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Kns Walton

LIE

Healey says his deal will
bring down living stan-
dards by one or two per

cent.

But if prices rise at even half
the present rate. the average
warkers’ living standards will be
cut, by June 1977, by another
five per cent.

LIE

Healey says his deal will help the
low-paid.
But a detailed analysis by the Sunday Times

shows that the deal means more money the

WHAT WE THINK

Hypocrisy Unlimited

THERE'S an important
fight for ‘civil liberty’'
going on.

It's being led by the

people who brought
ou the Industrial
elations Act, which
ul trade unionists in
ail, who gave you the
Drugs Act, and ils

searches without
warrants, and who
drafled the Prevention

1000 tre uionists

of Terrorism Aclt, with
Its deportation without

Sir Geoffrey Howe
and other Tory big-

wigs are worried that the
laxmen will be able 1o
search their premises.

at Newcastle rally

ABOVE, the impressive jurn-
ot ar Newcasiles May Day
ratlv.  Harcy  MeShane,
secretary  of  the  Scottish
Unemploved Waorkers'
Moventent in the Thirties, and
Arthr Scargil! were the main
speakers.

Ken Ternenl, vice-
resident ol WNewcastle
rades Council, wriles:

Nearly 1000 rank and file

trade untonists attended the

march and-rally organised by

Neweastle Trades Council.
Arthur Scargill gave some

indication of the confusion on

1he left of the Labour Party

When talking about trade

union  activity - around un-

employment and the culs he
gave a8 pood lead
particularly on the need for
unions with industnal muscle
to detend weaker sections in
the public sector,

This was relevant since

k‘? -

groups of nurses in uniform
were present to protest at the
closure of the local Waooley
and Fleming hospitals

On the need to fight for the
35 hour week, retirement a1 60
and less overtime he was very
positive, saying that it was
immoral for us to put up with
attacks from the Labour
government that would never
be tolerated from the Tories.

When it came _to what the
Labour Government could
do, Arthur Scargill took up a
more or lgss nationalist posi-
tion, advocating import and
currency controls.

On the second point, he
reasoned that such measures
would force  British in-
dustrialists to ivest in Britain
rather than averseas.

He did not seetn Lo grasp the
fact that British capitalists
would invest in stamp collec-
tion rather than indastry if
there were greater profitsto be
made

Even worse they'll
be able toimpound the
trial. documents that show
the huge scale of tax
evasion carried oul by

hypocrites who make
endless

better off you are. On their figures, if you earn
£50 a week, the deal gives you £2 more; if you
earn £100 a week, it gives you £5 more; if you
earn £200 a week, you get £8 a week more—
even more than under last year’s limit!

speeches about social
security scroungers.
Their campaign for
freedom from lax in-
spection is one of the
most hypocritical
operations these arch-
hypocrites have

THE

LIE

Healey says his deal is
necessary "to bring down

unemployment’,

But a/f the forecasters agree
that unemployment will still be
more than a million, and perhaps
even one and a half million, by

the end of the year.

THE WHOLE deal is
based on lies. It must be
smashed.

But who is going to
smash it? Not the so-
called left trade union
leaders. Scanlon, Jones
and Co aren't just sup-
porting the deal. They're
the instruments of it.

Man_y trade unionists who

engaged in since their
press freedom fraud a
few months ago.
These people de-
fend only one liberty—
the liberty to make and
sall away vast profits
from other people’s

CAMPAIGN

" Socialist Worker

inflation.
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LIE

Healey says his £6 deal has halved

He says the annual rate of inflation is now

per cent

read Socialist Worker have
campaigned for men like
Jones and Scanlon;

Now they watch  their
heroes block-voting through
Congress the most savage
wage restraint and cuts for 40
years.

What's the point of bother-
ing, these people are asking, if
the men you fight for sell you
down the river?

The point is to build a

labour,

Nevertheless,
Socialist Worker
believes that if Healey
and Co have their way
and ge! more powers
for the taxmen, it won’l
be the rich who suffer,
but the poor—already
the targetls for
searches, harassmenl
and Intimidation.

only 12 2 per cent—but he only gets that figure
by teaving out the figure for ‘seasanal food'
Food prices have risen sa steeply that the
figure for all price rises, including food, is 21

movement that is not depen-
dent upon the whims of such
people,

Read some of the reports in
this paper, the reports on the
union conferences, the reports
on the industrial struggles on
page 14 and 15.

You will see that there is a
growing minority of workers
who want a fight.

But they are isolated.

Among white-collar
workers especially in the
public sector, union con-
ferences are likely to vote
against the cuts and the
freeze.

But, again, isolation has its
effects. The workers involved
do not feel confident enough
and powerful enough to take
on the government by
themselves.

But if they organise and
work together with other trade
unionists in other industries,
they can win.

We say that the only way to
smash the freeze, the only way
to restore the cuts and the
workers’ standard of living, is
to build a rank and file move-
ment.

AV

What does that mean? This
summer, there will aimost
certainly be another ballot
among the miners on the new
wage limit.

Left to themselves and the
newspapers, the miners might
be persuaded, yet again, thata
strike against the freeze is
selfish.

How can they be persuaded
otherwise? By other workers
going to the pits and calling for
militant action,

By hospital workers and
dustmen and farm workers
saying to the miners: ‘A strike
agqinst the freeze is a strike for
us.

But this won't just happen. It
needs organisation. Workers
who understand what is
happening must come
together on a regular basis and
organise against the freeze
and the cuts.

Now is the time to
draw the lessons of
the collapse of the
union leaders,

Join your local Right
to Work committee,
join your local cuts
committee.

AV

Above all, ensure

OUT FOR NINE was
fantastic. Nine days of
the General Strike just as
it might have happenedin
Stepney, London.

And £135 collected at
the London May Day
meeting where the play
was shown gave the
Socialist Worker Fighting
Fund a really good start,

people can enjoy
themselves as they dip
their hands into their
pockets for the fund, it
hurts less.

So why not organise a
social, a play, adance ora

disco one Friday or Satur-
day evening? Remember
to have a special collection
for the Fund.

Then we’ll be sure to hit
our target—£1000 a
month.

The first week of the
fund has brought in

£224.11

Our thanks to:

All thase at the London May Day
meeting, £136, ¥ Camae 5 SW
suppoerters Central Electrical
Workshops £4 .50, Glasgow €10, M
K RBashid £40, S Hoyle £1
Laughhoroigh 1S £5. anon 50p, |
Abbott £1, JDoyle £5, Darlington IS
£6 Andrew Carver £4,
Skelmersdale IS £8.11

Send your collections
and donations to:
Socialist Worker Fighting
Fund, 8 Cottons
Gardens, London E2
8DN.

1 Out for Nine is being
performed, at the Half
Moon Theatre, 27 Alie

Street, London E1,
7.30pm, Tuesdays to
Saturdays until 5 June

that you are part of a
rank and file organisa-
tion, with a rank and
file paper, cam-
paigning in your in-
dustry and your union.

And begin the cam-
paign to convince
other workers of the
need for a fight back.

Argue with your
union branch, your
shop stewards com-
mittee, your trades
council, for support
for the National Day
of Action on 26 May.
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‘Lett’ trade
union leaders

stand shoulder

to shoulder with
the Orangemen

EAMONN McCANN
REPORTS FROM
 NORTHERN IRELAND

THE two best-known ‘Left’ trade union leaders in Northern Ireland stood
shoulder to shoulder with ultra right-wing Orange leaders at mass rallies in

Belfast and Antrim lasg Tuesday.

The demonstrations, called by the Confederation of Shipbuilding and Engineering
Unions, linked a campaign against redundancies to demands for greater repression,

In East Belfast, the chair-
man of the Confederation,
Andy Barr, joined with Un-
ionist MP James Kilfedder
and the anti-trade union ex-
tremist William Craig, while
Jimmy < Graham shared a
platform with lan Paisley, the
main speaker in the Market
Square at Antrim.

he meetings, part of a
campaign to stop the shut-
down of three defence in-
stallations, reflected a genuine
fear that unemployment here
is soon going to. reach
catastrophie” levels, Already
the figure for men is over 11
per cent and rising Tast,

Recent closures have begun
to hit Protestant workers, who
were  traditionally “shiclded
from unemployment by the

_sectarian carve-up.. It was
mainly these workers, from
Belfast shipyards and
engineering factories, who
came out to the rallies.

Invite

Neitther Barr nor Graham
seid a word to dissociate
themselves from the right-
wingers on the platforms
They joined in support for a
meaningless resolution which
‘condemned policies which
result in mass unemployment’
but which made no mention of

action to back up the condem- .

nation. Barr'y most radical
proposal was that Prime
Minister James Callaghan be
mvited to come over and ‘see
the situation for himself.

The only cheer at the Belfast
meeting came when a speaker
called for ‘more forceful
security  policies’—that s,
increased repression.

Both Barr and Graham are
“members of the Communist
Party. Their behaviour
follows directly the Com-
munist Party line in Northern
Ircland—and that of the
Northern [reland Labour Par-
ty.

They have argued against
‘bringing politics on to the
factory floor’, arguing that in
Northern Ireland politics in-
evitably meant sectarian
divisions.

Bigoted

But of course, the Orange
Order never hesitated to bring
its bigoted brand of politics
onto the workplace. So the
Communist - Party's attitude
simply helped to ensure that
the bigots won without a
fight—and proceeded to make
skilled engineening jobs in
Beifast a Protestant preserve.

Because it failed to put up
any fight in the past, the
Communist Party, despite ity
apparent strength in the trade
union apparatus, & N no
position  now to  start
hostilitics, Barr.and Graham
have no choice but to take
their plice tamely alongside

supporters of Paisley and
Enoch Powell in a phoney,
futile campaign which will not
save a single job but merely
strengthen the grip of the
Orange bosses on Protestant
workers.

Their action 18 .a crime
against the working class
movement —-and all the more

grevious because of its timing.
It is now, when Protestant
workers arc being made to
bear some of the brunt of
British government policy,
that a genuine lead holds out
real hope of winning a section
away from reactionary
Orange ideas.

A campaign of sfoppages
and sit-ins involving both
Protestant and  Catholic
workers against the common
enemy—British big business
controls 85 per cent of
manufacturing activity here—
would under-cut sectarianism
and transform the situation.
Workers would see In struggle
who their real friends were,

Ultra

Even an argument for such
4 campaign, coming from
officials as well-placed as Barr
and Graham, would alter the
shape of the debate and foree
the ultra-right on to the defen-
sive.

The Paisley-Craig line is
that rising unemployment
here has nothing to do with a
erisis in capitalism but resufts
from the government
retreating before the IRA and
beginning an. ‘economic
withdrawal’ from Northern
Ircland. [t is in the context of
this crazy analysis that ‘more
‘forceful security policies’ can
be put forward as a solution,

But far from suggesting a
socialist alternative to such
outrageous anti-working cluss
rubbish. Barr and Graham
silently acquiesced. Far from
challenging the right og
Orange Tory demagogues to
speak al a meeting of workers,
they provided the platforms.

Having begun by insisting
that ‘politics’ be kept out of
trade union activity, they end
as odd-job men for the ultra
right.

ADVERTISEMEN|

SELL THIS
PAMPHLET!

‘| READ Stop the Cuts as soon as | got hold of a
copy this weekend, It's a really excellent
pamphlet, which makes it all remarkably clear. |
think all Labour councillors who are standing up
against the cuts should read this pamphlet. It will
axplain the difficulties we're allin—and give them
confidence to keep on fighting.

‘I'm taking 26 copies right away to sell at my
Labour Party and at the council. | hope I'll get rid of
those soon, and be able to sell some more.’

MARIE DICKIE, Labour Councillor, Northamp-
ton,

10p a copy, plus 8p Ten coples will be

postage. sent POST FREE for
The Rank and File £1—and every ad-
Organisation are offer- ditional ten will cost

ing POST FREE rates £1
for all bulk orders over
10 copies.

100 copies will be
sent for £9.

Send 1o Rank and File
Organising Committee, 265a Seven Sisters
Road, London, N4.

Right to Work
Factsheet explains
what happened at
Staples Corner when
the police attacked the
marchers. Copies
available to shop
stewards’ committees,
trade union branches,
Right to Work
committees etc in
bundles of 100,

Right to Work
Campaign, 265s8
Seven Sisters Road,
London N4.

Some of the 50 trade unionists who picketed the TUC General Council meeting fast week to protest at

Pnctu\re: Ch.ns Oaﬁcs (ﬁlporf)

the TUC's proposals to the government to stop issuing work permits to foreign workers and appl)
stricter imnugration contrals. The picket was called by the National Right 10 Waork Campalgn,

26 May:

THIS IS WHERE
THE ACTION

WILL BE

SUPPORT  the
National Day of Action
for the right to work on
26th May, called by the
Assembly on Un-
employment. That isthe
call that has gone out
from local Right to
Work Committees in
towns across Britain.

The campaign secrelary,
John Deason. told Socialist
Worker: Unemployed
workers have a crucial role to
play in mobilising support for
the day of action Our sup-
porters are out all over the
country visiting factories and
arguing for support.

*‘We have also. wrtten to
every one of the 1,000 trade
union bodies that supported
the march [rom Manchester to
[.ondon.

‘We are raising two main
stogans for the 26th: Fight for
the Right to Work, No Deal
with Healey., As part of the
Right to Work Campaign we
shall take the argument to the
recall TUC Congress on 16
June.'

VARIED

‘In every area we wanl
local Right to Work Com-
mittees to support all calls for
stoppages, arganise
demonstrations if no one clse
has called one, fight for
maximum support for all
demonstrations thatday. Sup-
port overall is very vaned.
Unemployed workers can play
a major role in ensuring the
maximum protest,’

In SHEFFIELD the
Irades and Labour Council

has backed the call by the.

city’s AUEW District Com-
mittee for a hali-day stoppage
and demaonstration. The local

Right to Work Committee 15
issuing leaflets and posters
supporting the call.

In HUDDERSFIELD the
Trades Council is prganising a
demonstration. The AUEW
District committeg is suppor-
ting the demonstration and
planning & meeting of shop
stewards to discuss the event.

The conference of the
National Union of Jour-
nalists in Buxton voted full
support for the Day of Action.
The meeting calied on gll
branches and chapels to dis-
cuss how best to support the
day of action.

 LOBBY

The conference also sup-
ported a report by the general
sccretary, Ken- Morgan, for
the executive committee, that
the union was backing the two
NUJ members arrested on the
march and was sending a
protest to the Police Com-
missioner,Sir Robert Mark,

The LONDONCo-op
Palitical Committee and the
No 8 District Confed have
called a demonstration from
Tower Hill at lpm to a
lobby of Parliament, The
Right to Work Campaign is
urgung all its supporters in the
London arca to mobilise max-
imum support for the
demonstration.

The campaign s also
organising a picket in FLEET
STREET starting out-
side the Evening Standard
at 1 lam on the 26th. Said John
Deason; ‘We are going to
argue with the printworkers
that they mustn't allow the day
of action to be blotted aut by
the press proprietors.'

In SOUTH EAST LON-
DON the local Right to
Work Committee has

orgamised a conference on
Monday 10 May o organise
~support for the 26th. The
meeting is open to all trade
union orgunisations that sup-
parted the Right to Work
March or attended the Albert
Hall Rally ar the Assembly on
Unemployment, The meeting
is at Charlton House, Lohdon
SE 7 at 6pm.

.The GLASGOW Right to
Work Committee has written
to Glasgow Trades Council
urging them to call a pne-day
stoppage for 26 May, and Lo
canvene a4 West of Scotland
shop stewards meeting ta
discuss further action, The
trades council meets on Maon-
day,

The Right to Work Com-
mittee has called a demonstra-
tion for the 26th, from'Govan
into the city centre.

MARCH

Al MANCHESTER the
Right to Work Committee has
called a demonstration to
jeave the AUEW Offices in
I'he Crescent, Salford at 1pm.
They are also issuing
thousands of leaflés to
mobilise support.

On MERSEYSIDE the
Trades Council is calling o
meeting of shop stewards on
13 May to organise support
for stoppages on the 26th, with
a march from {Islington
Square o Pier Head, Jeaving
nt 12.30.

ST HELENS Irades Coun-
cil has called a demonstration,
which is being supported by
the local branch of UCAT,

The OXFORD AUEW Dis-
trict Caommitlee is supporting
the London lobby of parlia-
men!
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Inquiry
to hear 43
witnesses

of attack

THE Independent trade union
inguiry into the attack on the
Right 1o Work marchers will
meet in London next Satur-
day. y

The ingquiry was set up by
Barnet Trades Council, Its
presidemt, John Phillips, a
member of the Post Office
Engineering Union, spoke to
Socialivt Worker.

‘It was a unanimous deci-
sion of the whole trades
council, These events took
place in our area and we are
determined that there won't be
another Shrewsbury case, We
don’t want Hendon leading to
that'.

‘We are asking for evidence
from all sides. We have a legal
adviser, a barrister, to help
with the legal side of it.

‘We wrote to the police
asking them to give evidence.
But they wrote back saying
that our letter had been sent to
the Department of  Public
Prosecuations,

STORY

‘We've  had  splendid
assistance from the local trade
union movement in findinp
witnesses. The shop stewards
committee - at  Smiths In-
dustries  handed out  our
leaflets to all their members
asking for witnesses, and the
shop stewards committee at
the Staples Comer site itself
co-operated folly with us.

‘We've also had help in
finding witnesses from local
union branches, including the
UPW, the POEU, UCATT,
TGWU, AUEW and so on',

‘Because of all this help we
now have stutements from 43
independent  witnesses who
saw what happened, as well as
statements from the marchers
themselves, to go before the
inquiry,

John Phillips -

‘We  have one serious
problem. The inquiry is poing
tor cost us more than our total
annual budget for last vear.
We need financial help from
other trade union bodies.

AIM

‘We have had a lot of
resolutions  supporting -our
action. Some contributions to
the cost would really help.

‘We ulso need resolutions
supporting the inquiry to be
sent to the Home Secretary, to
Police Commissioner  Sir
Robhert Mark, head of
Scotland Yeard, to the TUC
General Council and to the
onational executive of trade
unions, as well as copies (o us’.

[0 The inquiry members
include Sydney Bidwell
MP, Brian Stanley (Labour
Party national executive
member and eneral
secretary POEU), Vincent
Flynn {ex-general
secretary, SOGAT), Jack
Morrish (general secretary
Custloms and Excise Un-
ion), Jack Collins (NUM
execulive), Mike uinn
convenor, CAV Simms),
olly Sed? (convenor,
Paten! Die Castings, Park
Royal).

Special Branch
threaten marcher

TWO WEEKS after the end of the Right to

Work March | was arrested for causing

grievous bodily harm in my own home.

A neighbour opposite forced his way in and said

he was going to turn off my record player. A fight

broke out, the police were called, and, although the
whole incident took place in my house, I was the

arrested one.

I was taken to the police
station and ordered Lo strip,
then placed in a cell in hand-
cuffs.

The local magistrates court
sits daily, and is directly above
the police station, but I was
kept for 48 hours (still minus
trousers) before | was taken
before them.

While | was in the police

station 1 was visited by the
Special Branch, and was
questioned about my part in
the Right to Work March.
I'hey said they would stop my
bail and send me 10 Risley
Remand Centre,
" They also said that, as Right
to Work Campaign secretary
John Deason was on £2500
bail, '‘Surely we can come to
some agreement’,

And if 1 didn’t give them the
names of at least three
marchers, fo prove | was not
invoived in the fighting on the
march, they wotld charge me
with a serious charge.

UNFAIR

They also sand 1 was just a
tool of the International
Socalists, and an
idiot, and as long as | was
involved with such a group 1
would never work and would
eventually be blacklisted by all
the places of work locally.

When | was released on bail
two days later, my wife told
me that shortly after my arrest
she had phoned some of
my friends in Liverpool to see
il they could help me in any
way. Two IS members. Ray
Long and Nigel Varley, came
to see her.

When they arrived home my
wife was still in the back seat
of a police car being question-
ed. She said to my friends that
she wouldn't be Jong, so they

RIGHT: Billy Castley (venire,
without hat). as the march
comes off the Staples Corner
bwilding sive fust before the
police anqek, ;
ABOVE: His swollen face
after the arnack.

BILLY CASTLEY is an unemployed building worker
from Skelmersdale in Lancashire. He took part in
the Right to Work march from Manchester to

London,

He is one of the marchers who was not arrested
when the police baton-charged the marchers at
Staples Corner in North West London, But he
hadn’t heard the last of the police.

This is a letter he wrote to Socialist Worker
about what happened to'him a fortnight after the

march ended.

waited in my house for me,

Now Nigel bears a
resemblidnce to Paul Foor,
One of the coopers said 1o my
wife ‘Is that Paul Foot? What
the hell is he doing here? Is this
an IS rally?”

The Special Branch also
asked mec what kind of
numbers did IS have in
Skelmersdale. who were thev,
where did they meet, what did
they discuss and so on,

I would like to add that at

the magistrates court, | was
not even asked to make a plea,
But the Special Branch werein
the court during my brief
appearance. Mfter | was
granted bail they stll
questioned me in the cells, and
they told me that they could
still send me to Risley.

They questioned me .not
about the charge I was on, but
about John Deason, Paul
Foot and the Right to Work
Murch.

MORE BANNERS TO SAY:
THIS WILL NOT BE
ANOTHER SHREWSBURY

I'HE Right to Work Cam-
paign has heard from more
organisations who will' he
joining the picket outside
Hendon Magistrates Court on
Friday 2f May, when the
marchers appear in court.

The Na 3 Divisional Coun-
cil of the white-collar union
ASTMS s supporting the
picket and has agreed Lo send a
magnificent £100 donation to
the defence fund. Brent East
Constituency Labour Party is
supporting the picket and has
written to its MP, Reg
Frecson, calling for his sup-
port, and to Brent Trades
Council.

Other bodies include
Hackney ‘Trades Council,
FTGWU 101232, Euston

BRISTOL Right to Work
Campaign Public
Meeting to organise for
action on 26
May. Monday 10 May,
7.30 pm., Shpherds Hall,
Old Market,

EAST LONDON
‘Defend the Right to
Work 44° Social:

Saturday 22 May, Three
Blackbirds, Leyton High
Road, London E10.
Group, disco, bar
extension to midnight.

UNEMPLOYMENT IN
COUNTY DURHAM—a
report by Durham Right
to Work Campaign

18 pages packed with
information about the
threat to jobs in the
North East and about
how to fight back, Copies
available from 27
Allergate, Durham City.
Send 10p plus postage

MERSEYSIDE: The
National Right to Work
Campaign calls for

maximum support for
the demonstration on
Merseyside an
Wednesday 26 May.
Assemble  12.30pm,
Islington Square.

DANGER—

IMMIGRANT
WORKERS

ATTACK. Saturday 8
May, 6pm, Invicta Lodge,
Hull Place, off Plumstead
High Street. Organised

UNDER

jointly by the Indian

orkers Association and
the South East London
Right to Work
Committee,

SOUTHAMPTON Right
to Work fund-raising
disco: Wednesday 19
May, 8pm, Anchor Pub,
East Street,
Southampton. Employed
30p, unemployed 10p.

PETERBOROUGH
‘Defend the Right to
Work 44°' fund-raising
social:With The Alan
Davie Sound. Plenty of
booze, food, etc. Raffle of
new Pluto Press books.
Friday 14 May, Coach
and Horses, High Street,
Old Fletton, 7pm
onwards. Bar extension,
Tickets 50p,

FIGHT FOR
THE

RIGHT TO
WORK
meetings

ALL OUT 26 MAY—
SOUTH EAST
LONDON
ORGANISING
CONFERENCE. Open
to all members of
organisations that
supparted the 286
November Right to Work
Demo, the Right to Work
March and Rally and
Confed Assembly.
Maonday 10 May,
Charlton House, 8pm.

NORTH WEST
LONDON Righ tot Work
Campaign public
meeting:Speakers: Paul
Foot {of Socialist Worker)
and Danny Evaristo
{Right to Work Marcher).
Thursday 13 May,
7.30pm, Harlesden
Library, Craven Park
:%gad. (buses 260, 2286,
).

JOINT CENTRAL
LONDON  Right to
Work Committee and
CYPRIOT WORKER
public meeting:
Immigrant Workers
under Attack. Thursday 6
May, 6.30pm, Camden

Labour Centre, B
Camden Road (near
Camden tube).

EAST LONDON Action
Committee against the
cuts Delegate
Conference:Saturday
15 May, 10am—
3pm,Montefiore Centre,
Deal Street, London E1
(tude: Aldgate
East/Whitechapel). Cuts
film and wide range of
rank and file speakers.
Creche and
refreshments.
Credentials {25p) from
71a Vallance Road,
London E.1 (phone 247-
7907).

FIGHT THE CUTS film
tour in South East
London: 10-22 May.
Series of showings in
workplaces and frade
union branches. Details
and bookings, phone
858-8400.

Builders Branch, €amden No
3, AUEW, ASLEF Stratford
Branch, Hackney and Tower
Hamlets CPSA. This makes
60 organisations so far.
There is still time to get a
resolution through vour trade
union organisation (o send a
defegation to  the  court
BRING YOUR BANNERS,
. Ihere are coaches booked
to the picket from the follow-
ing places:

GLASGOW: Tcuves Thurs-
day 20th, 10.30pm. George
Square. Leaves London
[Tpm. Friday. £6 employed.
£3 unemploved.
BLACKBURN: Minihus
from Foundry Hill, 6am Fri-
day. 3

CARDIFF: 7am from Central
Bus Station. Phone Cardiff
499579 tor details,
SHEFFIELD: Pond Street,

6.45am.
MANCHESTER: Leaves
from St Peter’'s Square.

Tickets and details from 280
Deanspate,  Phone 061-832
102,

TEESSIDE: [caves Teesside
Polytechni¢, £2.30am, Thurs-
day night. Phone Mike
Burns— Middleshrough
43037,
LEEDS:

Gam. g
BRADFORD: Morley St

Gam.
HUDDERSFIELD: 51
George's Square, bam.
WAKEFIELD: Bus Station,
Gam,

WOLVERHAMPTON:
Leaves ‘Falkland Street,
6.30am.

BIRMINGHAM: |.caves Hall
of Memory. Tam,

Corn Exchange,

SOUTHAMPTON: Free
minibus, leave Cenotaph,
7.30am,

DUNDEE: [lecaves Willie

Frew Bar, 10,30pm, Thursday
20 May,

O Picket: Hendon
Magisirates Courl, The
Hyde, London NWS3. Picket
starts 9.30am, Friday 21
May—court sitling staris at
10am.

HOW WE'RE
WINNING

SHOPFLOOR

SUPPORT

THE steady flow of money to
help pay the defence costs for
the Right to Work marchers
continues. The 44 are to
appear in court on 21 May,
but for 1nost this is expected to
be a formal hearing, with the
case adjourned to o higher
court,

The costs of defending them
will rise as the case proceeds,
but trade unionists all over the
country are taking collections
in their workplaces and win-
ning donations from their
branches to ensy re these costs
can be met.

Donations arrived st the
Right to Work Campaign
office this week from:

Officisl branch donations: AUEW
Coventry - No- 2 €2, Lambeth Trades
Council £5, ASTMS Cambndype Gencoed
45, ASTMS West [ ondon Medscal €5,
Manchester Polv Students Unon £50
Hitchin Trades Councii £i, UCATT
Hitehin £5. Ealing AUEW £3, Klington
NALGO £5, CPSA Hackney aml Tower

Hamlers 435, Harlow Canstituency
Labour Pary £10
Workplace collections:  Action

Hospital €685, Hacold Woad Hospital
L5, Glasgow Ungversity £3. Glouoesier
Trages Council £1.40, Islington NALGO
4. Hammersmith  Hospital  Central
Stores 46, Swansea 8 [Disrrict Trudes
Council  £S40,  Crosshand Research
Institute. Reading £1.45

NUR Paddington Station £E3.65, RO
North Sen Workers,  Methd - £524,
Faling CGreen High School NUT L5
EEPTL Willesden €637, Manchester
Hospitals  £5.70,  Headszart  Project
120, CPSA  Edinburgh Ares Co-
ardinating Committee £10.70, NALGO
members, Sauth West London L4330

Collections at: Norh Wea I'HX
demonstration 24 April) £30, Working
Women's Charter Conference EH1LIS,
Redder Tape Conlerence £15.65

Right to Work Commilless:
Southampton  £10,  Reading £1.40
Mancheszer £5, Hammersmith 8. Ken-
sihigton €1

Other donations:  Loughborough
International Socalists £5. Hardow 1S
4. Manchester Big Flame £7.50

Donations and collec-
tions to: Defence Fund,
Right to Work Campaign,
265a Seven Sisters Road,
London N4.
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Blanqui never wavered from the
idea that ‘society’is aconspiracy
of rich against poor, which can
only be broken by overthrowing
the rich man’s state.

THE UNFORMED T

JUDGE AND THE
NINE-MOIN
JAL SENTE

THAT NEV

WHEN PAUL DONNOR left a
Shefficld night-club full of the joys of
a few excess pints, he found his
balance wasn't what it had been when
he arrived.

He leaned against & parked car,
whereupon  a  plain-clothes  policeman
arrested him, bundled him into the hack of
a police car and then proceeded to knock
hell out of him

Paul was then informed vhar he was
heing nicked for assaulting a police officer.

Feeling somewhat peeved, he made a
complaint to the Chicf Constable —and felt
hapeful when a magistrates court decided
there was no case [0 answer against him.

Then came the verdict of the Director of
Public Prosccutions. “No further action’
should be taken over PC Meek, Paul's

The great conspiracy

»

‘WHAT IS your profession?’
asked the judge when Blanqui
came to the bar.

‘Proletarian.’ 'That is not a
profession.’

‘Not a profession?” Blanqui
replied. ‘1t is the profession of 30
million Frenchmen who live by
working and are deprived of all
political rights.’

That was in 1830, Blanqui got 12
months for ‘sedition’.

It is fashionable to -smeer at
Blanqui, to stress his weaknesses
and to dismiss the contribution
that he made to the development of

our movement.

Yet, before Marx, he understood
the central fact about society —that
evervihing, politics, economics.
social policies and what have vou
are part of the struggle between
social classes.

Slogan

Blanqui  understood, again
before Marx, the necessity for “the
dictatorship of the proletariat’'—
indeed he invented the slogan,

and the poor,’ he said. *The rich
have made it so. for they are the
ageressors. They do not like the
poor to resist. They say, when
speaking of the people, this is a
savage beast—it defends itself
when attacked.' _

Blanqui was a disciple of Babeuf.
through Buonarroti.

He never wavered, in the whole
of his long life (1805-81), from his
commitment (o (wo. propositions,
that ‘society’ is a conspiracy of the
rich against the poor and that this
conspiracy can only be broken and

violent overthrow of the rich man’s
state.

Not content to be a mere
intellectual critic. Blanqui became
a professional revolutionary.

Directed

He took part in, and largely
directed, a whole series of
revolutionary organisations: the
Society of the Rights of Man
(1833), the Society of the Families
(1825), the Society of the Seasons

‘There is a war between the rich

HUG, THE

THS
NCE

R WAS

overthrown by

COLUMN

attacker.

Far from satisfied. Paul
and his solicitor decided ona
private summons. They had
no less than |4 witnesses Lo

THIS

IS RHODESIA,
DEFENDER OF

the police thuggery.

In court, PC Meek ‘ex-
plained” that rhe front seit of
the cuar had sprung up,
hitting Paul in the face,

But alas for PC Mgek, has
brain proved less agile than
his fists and the jury found
him guilty. The judge gave
him a nine-month prison
sentenee,

Coppers

CIVILISATION:
A district officer has been
fined £50 and given a
suspended prison
sentence in Salisbury for
beating up his black assis-
tant so badly that he lost
consciousness and had to
spand ten days i hospital.
Lameck Gonda was
kicked, punched, hit with a
belt -and a hosepipe and
made to crawl on the
ground with sandbags tied
to his shoulders

" mission

The next day the court-
room was-mysteriousty filled
with coppers. The judge
announced he would recall
PC Meek. who promptly
appeared 10 be told his
prison sentence had been
suspended for two years

What happened between
semtence being passed and
being suspended, I will leave”
{0 Your imagination.

The judge's explanation”
He'd sentenced PC Meek o
jail ‘after a long and tiring
day’ and had ‘failed to weigh
in the balance . . . that vou
(PC  Meek) had an o ex
emplary record i

PAULINE LUMB

CONSCIOUSNEsS.

This went on for most of
the day until he finally lost

Jt's all park of our
century-old
civilizing

emational Socialism
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What the
CBI says
in
private...

THE following words—
from the City Editor of the
London Evening
Standard—are qupted
with approval in the April
newslelter of the West
Midiands CBI:

‘We tend o say this
government is in the hands
af the TUC. It might be iruer
to say it s in the pocket of
the CBL'

As if to underline the
point, the newsletter then
quotes an unnamed Black
Country member com-
pany:

‘In my own company’s
oase, he stock apprec afan
relief for the two  veary
covered by Finance Acts s
exacily L£180,000

‘To produce this amoun!
from operations would: re-
guire pre-tax  profics in
excesy of £360,0000.

‘My company has never
made one  vear's. pre-tax
profits of this-order from its
normal operations,

‘Which is why | am as
cuck-a-hoop ay my nstine-
tive caution will permis.’

So much for this so-
called ‘Labour’ govern-
ment . ..

ALBERT Ryder was 24
and unemployed. After
months of looking for a job,

he simply gave up the
effort,
One day he toki his

maother he was so depress
ed that he felt like jumping
off London’s Battersea
Bridge. A few days later,
he did it

His body was found
three days later, on 17
April. Wonderful thing,
capitalism

|

MAN OH
VEOMAN

'1us ralo per car,

8.30 to 5.uL,

e e,

For the complete renovation ol oid
ciura, cleaning interiors, extoriors,

lstery and wheel

nrches. (teliable persons with

experience.

——

N

Can you beat this insult? Forty-two and a half hours
for £15, as advertised recently in the Skelmersdale
Jobs Centre. That's even worse than the Manchester
Jobs Centre's 37-hour hotel cleaner for £15, which we
recently published. Can you 'improve’ on this? Scour
your Jobs Centre—and send in the worst 'offers' to

-F['fth Column.

SPOT THE
DIFFERENCE: ' . . . in
Tribune we try to write
about reality.” (Tribune 2
April). "Michael Foot

has not moved to the Right
but the Parliamentary
Labour Party has moved to
the Left.’ (Tribune, 9 April).

PRIVATE PRACTICE: A
doctor in Alabama pulled
freshly-sewn stitchaes out
of the arm of a 13-year-old
black youth because he
could not pay the £13 bill,
the International Herald
Tribune reported on 18
April

(1837) and so on,

These were secret
societies, devoted o
preparing ‘the insurrec-
tion',

In 1839, the Society of
the Seasons made 2
serious attempt at an
armed rising.

For a short time, in
May 1839, the Blanquists
actually captured control
of central Paris—but
they were soon crushed,

Blangui was sentenced
to death (together with
others), a sentence even-
tually commuted to life
imprisonment,

Death

He spent most of his
life in and out of prison,
collecting another death
sentence—again
commuted—after the
defeat of the Commune
in 1871.

As Engels wrote, he
was ‘essentially 4 man of
deeds and (held) that a
small  well-organised
minority. which strikes at
the right moment, can
carry with it the mass of
the population and thus
consummate the revolu-
tion.”

Off-shoot

The Society of the
Seasons had a German-
speaking off-shoot, the
l.eague of the Just. which
became the Communist
League in 1847,

That same year il
gained two important
recruits, Karl Marx and |
Friedrich Engels.

Their criticism of the
Babeufist tradition, as
well as that of the
L'topians. was the foun-
dation of scientific
socialism,

Wrong

In this, and other
matters, he was wrong.

But he kept alive the
revolutionary  tradition
of Babeuf at a time (the
1830s and '40s) when
Utopianism was ram-
pant.
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lodgings at dawn.
luter they were at the airport
and being fMlown out of the
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As Geisel visits Britain,a glimpse at a regime he holds dear

Our ordeal

IT WAS 7am. an unlikely
time for the postman to be
making a ‘special
delivery'.

Againand agamn he pressed
the bell of the Huenos Aires
L Inside  Richard  and
Crixting Whitecross overcame
their suspicion and apened the
door on the latch,

Guns

Immediately  the  ‘special
delivery” wais thrust inside:
three machine guny
Ihe Whitecrosses were Tareed
19 e on the floor Meanwhile.
i Inend was dragged by 1he
Bair Irom another room

attacked the

e

Immigrants
deported

PARIS: 16 immigrant
wirkers were  deported  to
Portugal und North Africa on
Sood Friday.

The police broke into their
An hour

May Day in Madrid—and our sisters :
- % celebrate. This meeting was organis-
~ ed by the city's workers commissions.
Thousands joined demonstrations
and rallies throughout Spain, in spite
of the regime's ban. Riot police
demonstration in
Barcelona with rubber bullets and
tear gas. Nearly 1000 people were
arrested throughout the country.

SOCIALISTS RAIDED

the  Argentinian police
WETE paving i visit. And loy
Richiard. o rep for o Bratish
publisher. and Cristing il was
Lo mean six months in a jail in
i country where  politicsl
suspecty have i huhit of “das-
appearing’

Fhev recenthy wrrved back
m Biitain afier being ieleased
ds o suddeniy as they  were
arrested, Their ordeal pives

THE OFFICES of several
leading members of a small

Guyvanan  revolutionary
group. the Waorking
Peoples  Alliance, have

been raided by the police.
Typewriters, - stencils  and
other malerial were tuken

country,
Crime
Their  crime was to he
clected  as  delepates to a
residents”  committee, They

had organised a rent strike
after rent rises of 15 per cent.

But immigrant workers in
France have no rights and so
they were deported.

Fhe day after the arrests, u
HL00-strong  demonstration
orgunised by immigrant
workers in Paris marched to
demand that those deported
should he allowed to refurn o

France,

The demonstration  was
supported by many of the
Mrade unions and the

revolutionary left. The main
slogan was French workers,
nigrant  workers same
haxs, sume figh.

away as-the police apparently
tried to find out who was
responsible for producing the
now illegal  newspaper
Dayclean.

One of those raided, Moses
Bhiagwan,  was  recently
sentenced to mare than three
¥ears in prisan for printing
and publishing Davclean.

Bail

He was seleased on bai
pending appeal. but the
duplicated newspuper con-
tinued 1o appear.

Guyana's Forbes Burnham
government makes a lot of
noise wbout support Tor the
liberation  struggle in
Southern Africa and opposi-

non  to the evils of the
capitalist svstem,
Bur  as Evsi “Kwavana,

some Jdea what life i Hike
under b military dic
tatnrships of South America

Jail

takd
‘We

Socalist
Were  never

Cristina
Waorker:

chirged. Bur they accused s
ol awding the Chilean
resistance,  along  with  a

another victim of the raid, put
¢ "Shall we oppose official
brutality in South Africa and
the USA of whites against
blacks and shall we say
nothing when black rulers (the
prime minister] oppress black

peaple?

The only other opposition
ta the government comes from
the People’s Progressive Party
led by Dr Cheddi Jagan

Jagan s Moscow's

Back

THE THIRD Rank and FKile
Organising Committee
delegation o Portugal has just
returned, The 12 trade un-
tonists spent ten days visiting
workers” commissions in fae-
tories in Lishon and Oporto.
One of the highlights of the
trip was a one-day ¢onference
on health and safety and the
Right to Work Campaign,
T'he school was attended by
delegates from the Workers'
Commissions of 38 factories in
Lishon. including Standard
Electrica, CUF, TLP,

blue-

number of other peaple who
are still in gl

"My main worry was to let
someone know we had been
areested . (CAscvome whe has
seer e filny Stave of Stege or
wha hax heard of the: seny.
official  vight-wing  niurder
ganigs witl undersiand win)

‘L hit on an idea. I asked the
police il | could take our dog

eved boy in Guyana and he is
giving ‘eritical suppert’ 1o the
government
Fhere is even a rumour
circuldting in Georgetown, the
capital. that the two. parties
are discussing a merger

e would appear that the
government is altempting to
play the Russians and the

Cubans  off  against  the
Chinese in an attempr @ get
the most aid

o u neighbour's house. When
the neighbour answered the
door, I said:*We've got to ga
away, Can vou laok after the
dog? It might be for two
weeks, it might be for two
menths, it might be for six
months.'

1 wasn't sure she un-
derstood, so | suddenly said:
s the palice!” | repeated
and then the police hurriediv

But Burnham has stared
process that could run out of
his- contral, The warks ol
Marx and Lenin are frecly
aviailable and widely un-
derstood in Guvana, Workers'
CONSCIOUSness s ar an all-time
high

It 15 this that he really fears,

[hat is why he tries (o stamp
down viciously on the Work

from Portugal

Lisnave, General  Motors,
Efacec<lnel. UTIC (British
Leyland), and Ormis- Em-
balagens (Metal Box). The
conference was reported in the
Portuguese press,

Roger Cox.of the Engineer-
ing Union. spoke at the con-
ference. He told  Socialist
Worker: *We found it was u
good way of getting across our
experiences of fighting wage
freezes and unemplovment on
the shop floor.

‘One of the most yaluable
contributions was the one on

ing  Peoples — Alliance  and
Dayelean
health and  safety. As the

workers from the Covina and
Fahaqueria sajd:

‘Although in many com-
panies there is a form of safety
and health: care this is more
often used as collaboration
between the health companies
and the bosses.

‘In most cases there is no
more than a verbal agreement
on health and safety. Only
workers’ control can solve the
problems of industrial hazards
and accidents at work.

, by the
‘Whitecrosses

pulled me away,

‘Later a Iriend went to the
British Embassy  and 1old
them Richard Whitecross had
been Kidnapped. 1t wasnt
true. But it was 4 better way of
getting them to do somethang
than to sayv he had been
arrested by the police.

‘Soon my father had found
out where we were. For cight
days we were held incam-
municado at the police HQ.

‘Then we were taken 1o
another place, You could hear
the sereams of people being
tortured,

‘One day | was taken for a
car ride. You never Knew if
you were coming back.

‘On 4 November we were
taken to the big Villy Devoto
jail, along with dozens of bther
political suspects,”

Inside the jail, the
Whitecrosses  communicated
iheitly hy sign language,

Song

Then, atter weeks af deten-
tian, Cristina was told she was
being ‘transferred’, Her fellow
women prisoners  suddenly
burst into song. Evervwhere
people were singing the Inter-
nationale. Thev knew she was
being released

Saon the Whitecrosses were

on their wity out of the
country. They  had ~ been
‘lucky”. They had not been
tortured, But hehind  them

there are still-thousands of
political prisoners who are.
and who may never eet out,

One friend arrested with
them, for example, was given
tlectric shock treatment and
immersed in witter until nearly
diowaing.

I hat s why lhe
Whitecrosses are now cam-
paigning in Brituin for the
friends they were farced to
leave behind

Soviets: 'We shall

for £2.60 (published price £3,

PLUTO 4 PRESS

Unit 10 Spencer Court, 7 Chalcot Road, London

NW1 8LH

Tony CIliff:

LENIN

Volumé 2

All Power to the Soviets

The second volume of Tony Cliff’s LENIN, to
be published in June, describes the first
revolutionary victory of the working class
anywhere—QOctober 1917, and ends with
Lenin’s announcemen
now proceed to con-
struct the socialist order.’
e e e B :

PRE-PUBLICATION OFFER
60). Volumes 1 and 2 for
£5 [published price £6.60). Post free. Cash with order

JAILED
TRANIANS
FACE
- TORTURE

SOME 500 lraman students
have heen jailed i Indiy and
must now face the threut
deportiation en masse 1o the
Shah's 1orture chambers.

Fhe arrests  followed
prolests aver the visit to Indis
of the Shah's prime minister
d mum who has lovally served
him for ulmost 20 vears

o trush any apposition 10
the visit, the Indian regime
jatied 60 Iranians in advance
The rest were locked up for
protesting against this

Rotting

S0 now the  so-called
socialist’ regime of Indira
Ghandi. which became &
dictatorship  in  order 1o
‘protect India from the forces
of reaction' has ndded 500
Iramians 1o . the tens. o
thousands  of. political
prisaoners,  most  of © them
workers and soctahsts, already
rotting in jail,

Meanwhile two lranwns in
Britwin also face the threat of
departation

They were arrested in 1ow
don st autumn on un anti-
Franco demonstration

F'wa weeks ago ey were
sentenced. one 1o six manths
#nd the other 1o & suspended
senlence

O 1S Societics in particulur
are  urged 10 rase  these
muatters in the NUS,

O Indian workers are urged
to take up the jatlings in India

A COMMEMORATION for
the Jazani group s being
held in London's Conway
Hall this Friday (7 May) at
7pm.

These nine political
prisoners, most of whom
had been jailed In Iran since
the late sixties and hag
been subject to severg
torlure on many different
occasions, were murdered
las! year.

t to the Congress of

until 31 May: Volume 2

Bocks will be sent out
early Juns
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Emmelda Ennis and three of her five children, who live in a three-bedroom flat on the Hindrey Esiate in
London ES. Out of a weekly income of £38. they were expected to pay £12.50 for heating!

Roberi Avres, who lives with his wife Margarei in one of the
pensioners’ houses on the estate. The ceatral heating hoiler
qast caught fire. It iy encased in a cuphoard. The Fire
Inspector said the systems were dangerous. Now the GLC
have switchied them off w all the old people’s flats. {uck)y the
weather is warm.

wenatures for our petition calling
renl

IN

PARADISE FLATS

WHEN
[London
finished these flats, they

the © Greater
Council

called them Paradise.
For us who've had to
live with them, they’ve
been hell.

These are some of the most
maodern flats in the country.
But everythingis badly design-
ed and badly built—and it
costs far too much.

But we didn't just sit
around. We organised.
. And  we've won
baftles.

Our Tenants’  Association
was started Jast summer by
Ray and Helen White—there
were just five of them at the
beginning. They went round
knocking on the doors, getting
pedple to jon. Now nearly all
she tenants are in the associa-
tion.

The first fight was over the
electricity bills,

A lot of people accepted
these flats because the letterto
view the flat said that the cost
of the central heating was
included in the rent, and they
thought they could afford it.

BILLS

They pot the shock of their
lives when gas and eleetricity
bills for heating started arriy-
ing. The cleetricity bills were
fantastic=—anything up to £12
i week,

So we wenl rol
out w <
heating was
found 70 m one bl

he GLC smd 1t
errob. Then we dis
hut thefr copies of the
ers  had  hines
words

some

10 find
said the

found one

as willing Lo act

for us and twe weeks later

the GLC decided to settle out
of court. All the bills are tc

aid up to January of this

by
YVONNE
WALKER

Committee member,
Hindrey Estate Tenants’
Association

Pt SSA SR e

The GI.C had backed
down to a tiny Tenants’
Association like us—we
were winning!

One day we noticed that the
brown paint on the fences at
the front of the flats was
washing away in the rain, We
asked a few pointed questions,
brought in the forensic experts
and eventually got some red
faces at the GLC northern
sommittee meeting. Someone
had thinned the paint! The
man responsible was moved —
to another district!

We always let the lg
papér know what is happer
i Articles were read - by

ts on the néighbouring
Pembury estate, and they

us to help them form an
assocation.

FLATS

an cnormous  ostale,

1 to help.
d there was j
sitting there;
walked over 1o Marden
¢ and just knocked on
every running up and
down, x doors al a
time. People were very shy,
and didn't want to commit
themselves,

So the few people who did
come out we told to stand in
the courtyard so they could be
seen, When the rest of the
people said they weren't sure
and asked who else was going,
we just pointed—that ot
down there!

Eventually about 30 of us
marched over to the hall. We
told them how a tenants'
association is run, what it's job
is, what papers to contact. the
G1.C officials they should call,
the Health Act which they
could quote at the GLC,

LOCAL

Lots of flats had huge holes
in the walls, damp, no hot
water, no cold water even no
gas or electricity, After the
meeting. . the newly-elected
secretary, Betry, called the
local paper and the GLC
repairs  department, Wark
started next day.

Our next battle is for a rent
reduction. The high cost of

running these flats. the lack of
services and the bad
maintenance surely means we
shouldn’t have to pay so
much. We've got a petition
gaing round to put tothe GLC
for a £4 reduction,

We're also organising sup-
port for the East London Cuts
Commniittee = conference. on
Saturday 15 May. 'and the 26
May Day of Action for the
right 1o work.

[ spoke to the Hackney
CGrroup of the Association of
lLondon Housing Estates
about these dates, it went
down marvellously. Nearly
everyone there was a union
member, The Hackney Group
is sending & delegate to the
conference, and all the in-
dividual estates will try and
send delegates too.

The paper forall the estates
in London. London Tenant,is
running an article on the Cuty
Committee, and details of the
conference are being sent out
all over London.




Pictures:
JOHN
STURROCK

(Report)

LEET: Because
gecesy roads were
wrongd)
designed, the
rubbish can't be
callected by the
dusiman. So we
have 1o mave our
omr ruhbisiy.

But the biny are
8 abour 8f high—

v fust have

to throw and
haope that the bag
B doesn’t burst,

The doors to
the his room are
cavered with
sheets of exposed
ashesros. Some
have already been
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Running for

of

PRESIDENT GEISEL, dictator of Brazil,
was trained at Fort Leavenworth in the

United States.

He was the chief conspirator in the army's
overthrow of the Brazilian Labour Government
under Goulart in 1964. He was head of the Supreme
Military Tribunal in 1967, and presided over the
ending of all basic rights, political and trade union
for Brazil's 109 million people.

But isn't there a
parliamentary opposition
in Brazil? -

Yes, you can belong to the
opposition so fong as vou
dont oppose the Geisel
government. Since 968, six
senators, |07 federal deputies
and 160 state deputics have
been dismissed for disagreging
with the government

On 30 March this vear,
Gewsel  sacked  two  more
deputies for ‘giving serious
offence to the government’

What happens (o any
genuine opposition, then?

I'hey get killed. imprisoned
or tortured. “Death syuads’ of
plainclothes  policemen are
estimated 10 kill 400 people a
yeur,

nationsl named 1081 people
who had been tortured in
Brazil, 600 people had been
tortured in the first three
manths of 1975 alone.

Poorer

But isn’t Brazil a
prosperous country?

Only for a tiny, rich minori-
ty, The great majority of
working people have been
getting  poorer while the
cconomy has been growing.
Between 1965 and 1973, the
Brazilian economy grew by 8
per cent.

In 1965, the averape worker
in Sao Paulo had to work for
&7'4 hours to buy a month's
food. ln 1974, he had to work
for 155 hours to huy the same
foad,

There are no frec trade
unions, no collective hargain-
ing. no legal strikes,

Why is Geisel visiting
Britain?

Brazil’s economic miracle i1s
petering out in tyranny, cor-

In 1972, Amnesty  Inter- |

the profits

torture

WHY OUR RULERS LOVE
GEISEL OF BRAZIL ,NOW ON
A STATE VISIT TO BRITAIN

TUBE INVEST- ™
MENTS i
1975 1,200 redun-
dancies (at least] in
Britain—acquired a
further 40 per cent
holding in Acos Inafer,
Sao Paulo,

;-

PLESSEY
1975: 2,000 redun-
dancies in Britain—
‘arowing * manufac-
turing capabilities in
Africa, Australia, Por- ¥ 1975
tugal, Brazil', said Sir ;

John Clark, the Chair- | oonciey

' Brasilia @

7,000 redun- |
in Britain—

GKN

: doubled investment in ic anei -
man, in the annual § Brazil with £20 million Rio de Janeiro 1976: 1,600 redun-
i kot oA Easile Scquired torest

N
MILITARY AIDFROM BRITAIN:
VOSPER THORNEY- million, .
CROFT 'is building six FERRANTI has set up
guided missile a joint company with :
tragments for the the Brazilian Armed
Brazilian Navy—worth Forces to manufacture |
£100 million. VICKERS the Argus 700, a com-
is selling the Brazilians puter used to control #
Oberon Weapons systems,

Brazil's largest scaf-
folding firm, It also has
a controlling interest in
Sachs, the West Ger-
man component
manufacturers, which
acquired at a cost of
£62 million factories
and distributive outlets
in Brazil.

CHRYSLER
Va&¥%: 8,300 redun-
dancies in Britain—
new model launched in
Brazil

the world economic crisis.
Geisel needs more credits from
businessmen  all over the
world,

conferred by a social

democratic government'.
Who wants him here?

; : British businessmen who
S0 he needs to improve his have always enjoyed the tax

image. Hugh O .S‘haugnccs:y concessions, high profitability

wrote in Sunday’s and absolute right to bring

Observer: *General Geisel is their profits back from Brazil,

QUOTE

What | cannot get
used to are the young
babies dying. in the
summer it's worst.

coming here because his visit
will give his government a seal
of respectability from one of
the western democracies. This

is more valuable because it is

ripped away, ruption, high oil prices, and

Lecture series
THE MEANING
OF MARXISM

EDINBURGH: Every secand
Thursday, 7.30pm, Trade Union
Cantra, Picardy Place

20 May. Tha ravolutionary secialist
alternative, Speaker: Pater Bain

3 Juna. What is the ravolutionary
socialist  party?  Speaker  Mick
Napar

SOUTHWEST LONDON: Moncay
10 May, Bpmy, Lowar Hell. Lambein
Towers Hali, Beixton Hill, SW2- Paul
Foot an The State and-Savaluban

EAST LONDON: Every second
Frday. 7 30pm. Centerprise, 136

- This pamphiet is :

- intended as an- -
introduction'to,

: ﬁome of 1he Foih 3 Kingsland High Street, Lordon EB

A ; 21 May: The revolutionary socialist

3 |eacm ideas of altamative, Speaker Colin Sparks

paB i ¥ T S g 4 June; What s Imgerialism?
arxism

Speaker Mige! Harsis
18 June Building 1he revolutionary
party. Speaker Tony CiH

WEST LONDON: Evary second
Tuasday at Bpen, Kings Head, Acton
High Strear, W3

18 May: The Labaur Party Speaker:
Duncan Hallas

1 June: Building the revolutionary

socialiss party. Spasker: Tony Clef

There are 44 British com-
panies “in  Brazil, operating
through 108 subsidiaries. The
biggest s British American
Tobacco. employing 12,000
workers, Its before tax profits
for 1974 were £39 million,

Jobs?

In 50 vears BAT has in-
vested £2'4 million in one
subsidiary in the past 10
vears alone it has received £40
million back in profits,

Roberto Campos, the
Brarihian ambassadar to Bri-
tamn, put it well: *Of all
Britain’s trading relationships
wirth the countries of Latin
America, that with Brazil is
certamly the most profitable,’

But doesn't investment
in Brazil mean more jobs
for British workers in those
companies?

Look at the map—and the
figures. Multinational com-
panies are invesring in places
like Brazil to sateguard profits
in this international recession.
Fhis -investment doesa’t
safecguard Jobs, here or in
Branl,

I'he only safeguard forjobs
15 workers' organisation’ and
strong trade unionismy in both
countries.

QUOTE

The factories are like
military barracks.
Each one has an
internal police force.
But in spite of
repression, workers
are fighting back.
There have recently
been lightning
strikes and go-slows
in the car factories of
Sao’'Paulo.

Jose de Figueiredo,
Brazilian exile in
London.

Their skin gets dry,
their eyes sunken,
holiow. And then the
diarrhoea and
vomiting begin. | go
with the mothers to
the hospital, often
knowing that the
case is hopeless, that
Il soon be burying
another tiny coffin.
Irish priest working
in Sao Paulo, quoted
in The Times, 2 May.

FACT

In 1860, 60 children
in every 1000 died. By
1970 it had increased
to 90. In the past two
years it has reached
97. These statistics
are for the whole city
of Sao Paulo,
including the wealthy
districts. In the poor
areas the rate is up to
200-—one baby in
every five dies.
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WITH
THE

LESS than a year
ago., Bernie Stinson
was a Communist
Party candidate in a
local election in
Leeds.

Today he works closely
with the Right to Work
Campaign and the Inter-
national Socialists,

He ralked 10 Soclalist
Workerabout his breach with
the Party and where he now
stands politically.

1 got to know guite 4 lew
rank and file Communist
Party members,” he siaid, and
I owas always impressed by
them as good trade union
militants

Practice

It was this that led me ta
o the Party in the first
place, and 1 would not sup-
port Socialist Worker now il
{100k & sectarian attitude to
these pople,”

He quickly found out,
however, that the aspirations
of many rank and file
members of the Party were
not reflected in its political
practice

4 MAY DAY

MAGIC!

THE shop slewards'
committee at Ciba-
Geigy, Manchester,
have ordered 100
copies of this week's
Socialist Worker. The
issue confains |he
tacts behind thier dis-
pul (See Page 15).

SALES and circulation
of the May Day
Socialist Worker went
well over 30.000.

By Friday After-
noon. area such as
Sheffleld, Central Lon-
don, Lambeth. Bir-
mingham. Leeds, Ox-
ford and Merseyside
had rung in for extra
copies.

Additional
supplementis are
available at 10p each,
bulk orders by
arrangement from
Socialist Worker, 8
Cottons Gardens, E2.

Overa periad of 18 months
he saw the enthusiasm of the
membership dissipated in five
campaigns  lor and
national elections.

‘We had to siog round the
streels  Canvassing  support
The whele maching  was
aimed . at getting candidates

rgred instead of arguing our
politics

"All we succeeded in doing
was getting  votes for the
Labour Party on a totally
uneritical basis.'

Of the slegan used for his
own  campaign, “From the
peaple. far the people’, Bernie
Says! ¢

tocal

The
Yencaxte:
extra papers were sedd i the

Var Dav SWon sale in

wiore Hign  200)

the best we could

Ttowus
come up with at the time, hut
it's no goad usingslogans like
that if you aren’t offering
peaple aserious alternative, if

vou aren’t actually buildis
hghting movement in the
rank and file of the unons
where it really matters.”

Shortiv after losing the
Burley election, Bernie leit
the Party, He wasattracted Lo
IS by its emphasis on the need
to build a Rank and File
Mavement.

“Fighting clections 15 fine as
long as it's part of an ongoing
campaign 1o get the politics
across and build n fighting
movement,  Otherwise 1t
becomes a diversion and a
Waste of energy.

Support

“The Right to Waork Cam-
paign is the perfect example
of fhe approach we need,
Although 1 thought that the
Right 1o Work March was a
bit premature, it has more
thun justified itseif by the
wide suppaort it has wonin the
Labour Movement.

1 am disgusted by the
attempts of sectiens of the
Communist Party to under-
ming that support.

*As  long. as  Socialist
Warker keeps up its support
for this fort of activity, and
keeps up 4ts  pon-sectarian
attitude 1o the best elements
of the Caommunist Party and
other groups. it will have my
siipport,’

0 How many Bernle

Stinsons do you know?

[0 Some of the sales
organised for this Satur-
day:

BIRMINGHAM: New Street Station

ramp, 10am-4gm

CAMPAIGN WITH THE SOCIALIST WORKER

EAST LONDON
Walthamstow High  Strest, Hoe
Steel 11am:1gm

Barking Magistratas
103Cam 1am

IMaord - High
11amv-2pm

WESY LONDON:

Coun

Straet. Waolworths

Ealing Shopping Cenira
Sateways. 11am-1pm.
Hour w Shopping Centra,

Waolworins 11am-1pm
INNER WEST LONDON
Shepheros Bush Marsat,
0on
Portobelle Reaa, Cornar of
Lancaster Read, Wlam-1pm
NORTH LONDON

Wood Green

Oam-

High FRaoad

MPAIGN

Socialist Worker

>

Woalwoarths, 11am-1am
Holloway Road, Sainsburys, noon-

2pm
DUNDEE
City Square 1lam-4pm
Thursday and Fndey evenings 4-
5 30gm
MANCHESTER
1Tam-1pm
Pracinct
Salfard Precinet
Urmston Shepping Centra
Stockpoit Merseyway Centea
Prestwich Precinet

Chaatham  Hil

Send in details of your
street sales for
column,

Do you
lumber

your SW
organiser?

DO YOU lumber your
Socialist Worker
Organiser?

Are you always the int Lo
volunteer 1o help out vour
SW Organiser? When the
branch chairman asks for an
mdication of those selling the
SW on Saturday. does vour
hand go up first?.

When the story abour blue
asbestos an the Pepys council
cstate appeared on the front
pages of Socialist Worker
were you! the first 10 sugeest a
mass sale on vour ¢ouncil
estates”

Do you expect your SW

organiser 1o deliver your
papers and collect money

from sales? If, far one reason
or anather, he or she doesn’t
ntanage to, deliver SW an
tine da you put yourself out
and go and collect them
vourself?

Effort

15 trying 1o pet SW osales
mohey out of you'like gelling
blood out of a stone? Does

the Iistrict! Branch Com
mittee discuss in detall 1he
gales?

It's not eusy being

Socialist. Worker Organise)
and. in theory. all ol us would
agree that it i about the most
mpartant job in any areu.
But what about the prac-
tice? The overall organisation
of the SW sales is the respan-
sibility of one person
Having said that, it is the
responsibility  of the Dis-
trict/ Branch Committee ¢n-
sure that heishe s the right
person for the job. and that
the organiser is given the
maximum support from the
committee and membership.

HELP US
SELL
WHERE
YOU
LIVE

SOCIALIST
WORKER is a
revolutionary
paper that
seeks to
organise its
supporters
around the
following
principles:

8 WHERE WE STAND

CAMPAIGN WITH THE SOCIALIST WORKER

o
AMPAIGN WITH THE SOCIALIST WORKER

INDEPENDENT THERE IS NO upon councils of n O?IhP.r countries palitical  equality af Toachieve socialism,
WORKING-CLASS PARLIAMENTARY workers' delegates.and We gppose «women, the most militant sec-
ACTION: ROAD a workers’ militia. everything which turns The experience of tions of the working
At most, parliamen workers one  Russia demonstrales class have to be
tary achivity c¢an be country agamnst those  that a socialist revolu organised into a
{ used to make from other countrigs. tion cannot survive in  revolutionary socialist

The workers create The structures of the propaganda against We oppose racialism isolation in one cour- party
all the wealth under present parliament, the present system and imperiahsm. We iy >Surh'ahan\'(:annnl','
capitalism. A new army. npolice and Only the massactionof  oppose all immigration Russia, China and be b;ll' by activity in
suciety can only be. judiciary cannot  be tha workers cantrols Eastern Europe @re not  the mass organisations

constructed when they
collactively seizeé con
tral of that wealth and
plan its production and
distrsbhution

REVOLUTION

NOT REFORM

The present systam
cannol be patched up
or reformed, as the
established Labour and
trade union leaders
say, It has 10 be
overthrown

taken over and used by
the working class. Phey
grew up under

capitalism and are

themselves
destroy the systen

INTER-

can

of black
othear

Wa support the right
people and
oppressed

soclalist, bt state
capialist
We suppart the

struggles of workers in

-:h:'!mgr.e(lj ta protect the NATIONALISM :?T:’:LL‘ % ULCI‘:‘fL"”\'TJ these countries against

ruhng classes against *F OWn gelence. vve S A bl

S '.:uijr?’S Y The struggle for support genuine t\fl‘lef.fjllrhdkll.’dllt ruling
The working class socialism is part of a national  liberation FrRES.

needs an entirely worid-wide  struggle movements THE

different kind of state We campailgn for We are real, REVOLUT'ONARV

a woarkers' state based solidarity with workers social, economic and PARTY

If you want to know more about Socialist Worker and the |
International Socialists, fill in the form on page 15.

of the working class.

Wea have to prove in
practice to other
workers that reformust
leaders and reformist
ideas are opposed to
thew own Interests

\We have to build a
rank and file movement
within the unions

We urge all those
who agree with our
policies 1o join with us
in the struggle to build
the revolutionary party

Notices for What's On should
be posted to reach Socialist
Worker by first post on the
Monday before publication.
Adverts will NOT be accepted
by phone Send to: What's
On, Corbridge Works, Cor-
bridge Crescent, London E2
908

SOCIALIST
WORKER
MEETINGS

CROYDON SW gublc maeting:
Women ang the Law, Thursdey 13
NMay, Bpm, Rusxin House, Coombe
Hoad, Croydon

CIVIL SERVICE SW public
meeting Fight tor tha Rignt to Work
Speakers Caroiing Conway, Right 10
Work  Marchar, DHSS - Hackney,
Nickey Duguan, Editor, Reader Tape,
DHSS Brixton Wednesday 12 May,
B5.30pm, The Plough, Museunr Straet,
Langan, WG

CHESTER IS Inaugural Meeting
Unamplovment, Culs Wage Fraeee
whel's gona wrang, and whal canawe
do about 117 Speaker. Paul Foot
Thursday 20 May, 7 30nm. Bear and
Bilet pub, Lower Hrige 51, Cheastes
Agmission 10p

HULL SW discussion mestings: 9
May. The Gereral Strike; 23 May
Germany 19141933, 6 June, The
Commumst Party, 20 Jung Women
ard Socatisre. 4 July, Crigis in
Sauthern Afnca; 18 July, The Lutour
secialism? Al
starting 7pm,
Springbank

SOCIALIST
WORKER
EVENTS

CENTRAL LONDON SW Educstion
Classes

The Family. Spesker: Jour Smith,
e 1B M

Fall

thi Onigins of the Femily, Thurusay
< Juna

The Folinics ol Women's Oppres
san, Thursdesy 17 June

Wamean-and Secialisms, Thursdey 1
July

6 20pm, The Roeblck, Totlenham
Cauft Road, London WC

WEEKEND EDUCATION SCHOOL:
g oand 9 May, Surang Unwersity
Satarday. The Right 1o Wk and
Lessons ¢ tha Thidins The Nead for &
Revolutiorary Party Evaning: a new
pay by Feliow Travelers Theatre
Group about the first shep stevesrds
movemant durng the Fist World
War, and disco . Suaday: hiim on
Chile discussion on 1he
Farhamentary Road 1o secihism
Interngtonal  yvaork warkstaps  on
Sawin,  Amence. Easteer Furppe,
Portugal, India, Inguires (¢ 15 Books
fié Queon Streel. Glasgow C1

INTERNATIONAL
SOCIALISTS

LUTTE OUVRIERE FETE 6 to 7
June:Wino good food srd politics in
a woedy glade (us1 north of Pars,
Thousands of French workers go o
this political lels There are stalls tun
w mast of the major ravolutionsy
yroups in Europe, 1S is having a stall
and sending # delegation, || you ara
nterpsied 0 commg. cantact Sybil
Cock 8 Cottons Gardens, London E2
BON

You don't need to spesk Freach 1o
onoy  yourself but fluent  French
spaakers ara espaecial iy ancourages 1o
come

CHINGARILatest  special  6-page
May Day issue out now. Addihional
copess availabie from Chingan
Cottans Gardens. London £2

THE WORKER The NMay ssue ol The
Worker, paper of tha  Scambist
wamant ol rgland, out
fes ur o wage resteanl and
: o file fignihack, Ireland and
1ma 1526 UGenaral Strikg ang 1he
Belter Lide Campaigs SPoase s5and ol
y lor pravions 1Issues and arders
e 1o The Warker. ¢a B
Longon £2 BDN

Y
lor s
Coltons Gardons

FLAME West Indies Group wants to
hear fram you if you are from or have
L f1he Wast Indies. Plaase
ama, 8 Cottons Gardens

CRISIS IN ZIMBABWE, 2nd
Edition.Bacause of papular demand
his pamphiot nas baen repainted 9090
updatad. Produced by SW Africs
Group, 5p. Available from Bookmaras,
265 Seven Sister Hoad, Leadon N4

BRITISH RAIL FRACTION: Natioral
meating lor all IS mambers ang SW
suppocters in*ASLEF, NUB ar TSSA
Sawrday 5 June 280 Deansgata
Manchestar More delails later—buot
start donking your hekets naw

ACCOMMODATION WANTED:
Praferably own room o fatin Londan
Hackney area Contact Ohwer Duke
P39 VB0 (day). 373 2416 levenings)

LONDON Distriat
unday 16 May, 1. Spm

auoation Dapactmant
Haao Landon N4
Tuba}

CENTRAL
Aggregate: 5

£SSEX DISTRICT Aggregate: “re
cantarance  discussion,  Sunday 8

L 2.30pm “helmgiord Decads
“nelmsford 58129

FRENCH DAY SCHOOL ' iS5
mambess: Ssturdey 15 May. | lamn,
Bumingharm 1S Boows, 224 Deritand

oppoesite coach tiani. Suggested
o 05 who already have sama
e 4! knawiedge of France, Furiher
dgatmilg fram Marme Stowart, 42
Migdiaton Hoad, London, E8 1Phone
01 249 3668)

ASTMS CONFERENCE Any

s Sacahsl Weorker  and

of  tha International

Sociahgts who will be delegates

please phone  Muddieshoraugh
36474



THE biggest
criminal conspiracy
in  world history
took place five years
ago in the United
States.

Its purpose was Lo re-
elect President Nixon. It
broke almost every law
in the book.

It impersonated, robb-
ed. forged, embezzied. It
employed professional
cripiinals of every descrip-
tion.

The chiel conspirators were
the President and his Attormey
General, both of wham had
stormed to leadership of the
free world® with the slogan:
LAW AND ORDER!

Evervone knows this now
The' fict that they know it has
changed the face of Americun
politics,  However quickly

caple forget aboul
Warergate, the infallibility of
the President has  been
irrevocably damaged.

Enarmous power and
wealth was used to prevent
peaple  Knowing about
Watergate.  All the ‘top’
political ‘writers were  per-
suaded, muzzled, hribed ot

to caver
pollstecs

Watergate. The
reported  that
‘nobady s interested’. The

television  networks
about i,

f'wo jupior reporters. Bob
Woodward and Carl Berns-
tein, stumhbled on the story
and c¢lung to 1t with the
tenacity ol journzhsts who
know their hunch is right long
hefore they can prove it

Manure

Ibe tilm, All the Préesident’s
Men, is their story. It shows. |
cxpect accuratelyv. how the
two reporters dug the facts
from the heap of manure
called the-Committee 10 Re-
Elect the President. [t is a
thriller.

It 15 directed by Alan
Pakula, who directed To Killa
Mocking Bird, Kiute and the
Stalking Moon-—+so it's a very
good one.

forgol

wPREVIEW

EVERY NIGHT to 12 May:

GENERAL STRIKE
REPORT gives the news of
what happened that day in
1926, It’sa Robert Kee presen-
tation, so don't expect un-

biased reporting, but it could |

iclude mteresting Nlm. (ITV,
alter the night’s main news).

THURSDAY .
NETWORK (BBC 2, 10.45
p.m.) investigates the oil-rig
divers in the North Sea,
Rarely & month goes by
without another death
reported and  acoidents are

commanplace—with  safety
measures rudimentary.: Edin-
hurgh International Socialists
produced a panphlet on it,
WORKERS AND NORTH
SEA OIL, 6p plus 8p postage
from Rosie Smallwood, 9
High Street, Edinburgh,
TUESDAY

Are  children’s  boaoks
responsible for turning out a
new generation of houschold
slaves? i the question being
asked on THE BOOK
PROGRAMME (BBC2),
which looks at children's
bocks that alwavs show girls

RV m— DY

Bob Woodward, wha1s not,
I suspect, anything like as
glamorous as Robert Red-
ford, gets a tip early on in his
investigations,  “Keep away
from the trivia. Follow the
maoney,

. Watergate, the source ex-
plained, was not ubout minor
burglaries or dirty ‘tricks. It
was about tens of millions of
dollars in a secret slush fund.

The flaw in the [ilm isthat it
doesn’t follow the moncy. It
doesn’t reveal the pact
between Richard Nixon and
the ‘sunbelt” capitalists. the
property sharks from Florida
and- Anizona, the milk firms,
the drug magnates. wheat
farmers—a whaole section of
the American ruling class that
Nixon had promised higher
prices, lower taxes and less
siringent safety laws in return
for his re<clection.

This is the essential
background not only to the
Watergate conspiracs but also
to the ‘ability of Woodward
and Bernstein 1o expose it

The Washington Post is not
a radical newspaper. It s
liheral, respectable, con-
stitutional, It represents the
interests of the great Eastern
US monopolies  which were
shocked and, in some cases.
undercut by the Nixon Mafia

‘helping mum  with the
housewaork’,
WEDNESDAY

The General Strike again, in
ITHE NINE DAYS
WONDER (Radio 4,

8.30pm), which includes inter-
views with stnkers themselves.
I'he praduces says:'Essentially
1t iy concerned with the major
issues raised by the strike: Was
the country to be rules by
parliament or the trade un-
ions?

Not for nothing is our
slogan “The World for the
Workers'. i

Robert Redford and Dustin Ho[fman as the two Washington P
who blew the Watergate conspiracy

A great tissure opened upin
the US rulmg class. one
section for Nixon, the other
against . The Washington
Post was not as isalated as the
[tim pretends. It could count
on. the support af it
pavmasters as long as Nixon
was ils vietim,

So it continued with the
Woodward ' Bemstein story n
the face of White House
abuse, threats of legal action
and even danger to the
reporters™lives,

None_ of this could have
happened in Britain.

Censor

Here, the state machine
keeps much tighter control
over newspapers and televi-
sionl. Stricter libel laws, now
reintorced with the revival ol
criminal libel, a *D' notice
svstem which allows the state
machin® a ceansor  uny
national newspaper story, @
cateh-all Official Secrets Act,
tight liaison between editors.
broadeasting  chiefs, judges.
industrialists, police and army
chiefs, and trade union leaders
cnsurcs against exposure of
any British Watergate

The British secret police,
intellipence service and civil
service  bureaucracy  is
sheltered from the outside
world far more -effectively
than in the US.,

Yet, cven in Britain, the
fissures exist, Things can be
found out and published,
especially where trade un-
ionists speak out about the
employers and their system.

All the President’s Men
avoids the real reasons for the
Watergate conspiracy. But it
reminds us powerfully that the
conspiracy  happened,  and
that even the President of the
United_States couldn’t stop it
coming out

I’s on in a lot of cinemas
from this week- not just in
London. It'sa good night out

PAUL FOOT

B s

oSt r

e -

eporters
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Law and Order Brigade 1776...

ARE you fooking for an antidote to the press and
television barrage on the 200th anniversary of thie
American War of Independence? If vou're in reach of
London. try the Marx Memaorial Library, where they've an
exhibition on the American Revolution— for such it was.
though the papers wuswally manage (o avoid saving so.
On the one side was the class of vich merchants and
manufacturers in Britain, determined to keep the
American colonies as a cheap source of raw materials and

an easy market for their expensive goods.

On the other side wera the carpenters, shoeptakers,
trappers, blacksmiths, the crafismen of America,

demanding freedom from arbiteary lawy and taxes. If it
hadn't been for the popular movement that pushed him,

George Washingion world never have wurned from a

foxhuniing gentleman (that Lltvwhite who “cowldn’r 1ell a
lie') 1o hecome for a while the leader of a revolution

It's hard!ly surprising the greatideals of freedoni weren't

entivel) achieved, but Lenin described it as ‘one of those
great, really fiberating, reallv revolutionary wars of which
there have been so few', and'it fived the great European

struggles jor democracy of the next LK) vears.
Youwon't get that by listening 1o Prince Charles reading

the words of George the Third on Radio 3.

00 THE EVENTS OF 1776, Marx Memorial Library,

37a Clerkenwell Green, London EC1 (Farringdon
tube siation) 4pm-9pm until Sunday 9 May. Entrance
free. .

#

THE SOLZHENITSYN

THE Solzhenitsyn show,
it seems, is going to be
with us for a long time.
After the TV and radio
interviews. now the book
of the interview. Warning
to the Western World, at
95p a time,

So it is that the man pgets
caught  up as a highly
profitable part of that very
decadence  he claims  to
condemn, ot once fulfilling
and betraving  his  own
analysis.

He becomes another ele-
ment  in  the pigpling,
hysterical society of specat-
cle occupying the slot in the
Sun  hetween Malcolm
Allison’s latest bubble bath
and Princess Margaret's
newest  hovfriend:  Next
month, perhaps, free plastic
Solzhenitsyns  with  every
double pack of Andrex.

Prison

The hysteria is a  pity,
because the man is im-
pressive and much of his
testimony iy Important,
After the war he was packed
off to prison for eight years
for making rade remarks
ghout Stalin in a private
letter, with the result that
‘my outlook on life has been
largely formed in concentra-
tion camps’.

This has rightly bred into
his bones a deep aversion to
the bureaucrats who run the
Soviet Union. He's aware
that behind all the cant
about ‘detente’ and ‘a new
era’. people are still being
packed off to prison for eight
vears for making rude
remarks. and he's not afraid
10 say 50.

Moreover his grasp of the
fact that it is naive for
Russian dissidents to look to

SHOW
HITS
THE
ROAD

W

TAKE
ITAS
RED

Western  governments for
help is a sound one, We will
achieve freedom, he insists,
‘only by relving on ourselves’
rather than having any
illusions about Henry
Kissinger.

Solzhenitsyn, in short. is
an articulate thinker who
speaks with ideas and
authority. To a British mid-
dle class appallingly hereft of
ideas and struggling along
on that mix of Queen-
worship. mummified
Christianity  and  gutter
patriotism which has served
it a5 a substitute for thought
for generations. he comes
across as a revelation, a
genius, @ saint, with Bishop
Bernard Levin calling us all
1o worship.

Solzhenitsyn. of course, is
none of these things. To

claim as he does that there
was ‘preat freedom’ (great
frecedom  for whom?) in
Tsarist Russia is laughable.

To push offto Spain. as he
has done, and applaud its
government, that doomed
gaggle of struightforward
fascists  and  dishonest
pseudo-liberals, is the gction
not of a genius or a saint but
of # royue or a fool.

His position is a standard
reactionary one¢—the ‘has-
tion against  communism’
line. This means yousupport
any - povernment.  however
tyrannical, that ean be seen
tobe locking up its Marxisis.

This  means  that  you
assert, as Solzhenitsyn does,
that ‘freedom hay been lost
in  FLaos, Thailand and
Angola® because Com-
munists  have moved
towards power, without
pausing 10 annlyse what sort
of freedom existed under the
last lot of stooges. thugs and
imperialists who ruled in
those places.

Blood

Of course we have no
illusions that the srrival of a
few Communist Party
ministers - means  freedom.
Between us and the Stalinists
there are rivers of blood.,

* But equally we have no
illusions that the old Por-
fuguese colonialism or the
new-look Spanish  fascism
represents  any  sort of
freedom either. All we ask
for is a society in which
people are free to organise
und control their own lives,
unhampered by the KGB on
the one side or the Special
Branch or the Guardia Civil
on the other.

Why is it so difficalt for
the Solzhenitsyns of this
world to grasp that?

PAUL O'FLINN
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POSTAL
POINTS

THANKS and con-
gratulations to the
organisers of the Skegness
Rally for a great holiday.

Hope you'll feel up to it
again next year. If so, book
our places now!

! Ann'Howard and Johm
Marchant, Loughborao’,

THE POLICE Review of 9
April contains the fallowing
extract from a police exam:

Question 3(b): Indicate
with reasons whether or not
any offences have been
committed in the following
circumstances,

{if A man is masturbating
in a toilet cubicle of a public
lavatory. He cannot be seen
by anyone except you and
thén only because of the
method by which you are
keeping observations.

One wonders exactly
where this policeman is
‘keeping  observations'—

maybe hanging down from
the ceiling disguised as the
flush chain

If they are spending their
time spying on anyone who
goes to the toilet where else
might they be?

Next time | ga to bed I'll
check under it for any
policemen with nothing
better to do with their time,
Just to be sure.

[0 Jon Lucas, Bristol,

WORDS play a vital partin
the class war. Words such
as Moderates, and Law and
Order.

The enemy uses them to
mislead and confuse. And
so the war of words must
never be ignored.

it's a battle for the minds
and hearts of the working
class and it must be won|

] E Reddish

NO, anti-abortionists are
not all ‘cranks’, as Fifth
Column {24 April) implied.

| am neither middle-aged,
middle-class nor a religious
fanatic. | am a socialist who
pelieves in everything
Socialist Worker stands for,
but | try never lto make
compromises where human
rights are concerned.

i am a8 member of Women
For Life, an organisation
which believesthat abortion
is supported by this male-
dominated society because
it refieves it of its obligation
to give realistic aid to
women during and after
their pregnancies.

[1Mary Fellowes, Batlay.

JOHN DEASON wrote {24
April) that ‘if wages rise
there is more money for
people to buy things with
and this in turn creates
jobs’. We reject this solu-
tion.

As revolutionary
socialists, we believe un-
employment is part of the
daft system we live under.
No amount of tinkering will
have any lasting effect.

Revolutionaries oppose
wage 'restraint, not
because of unemploy-
ment, but because the
working class should not
pay for a crisis they did not
create.

L1 Bernie Wilcox, Alan
Shoreman, Dave Taylor,
Partington.

THANKS for the piece you did on
the Directorof
Prosecutions (17 April)
which 1 thought was very good.
Justice Apainst ldentification Laws

my verdict and
Public

SO PETER Hain is innocent
{good), and suddenly we have
MPs protesting  hitterly
against the laws regarding
identification, and calling tor

" the resignation of the Director
of Public Prosecutions.

T his is just the latest of a
series of wanderful conver-
sians.

Alter a taste of our legal
isystem, the vanishing
Stonehouse has  discovered
just how hollow s theidea of a
free trial’ in Britain, and how
unfair the operation of bail
and lega) aid regulations.

Jeremy Thorpe (who thinks
that his robbery of ordinary
people through London &
County Securitics was just ‘an
error of judgement’) is so upset
by the suggestion that he once
had a gay relationship that he
is demanding changes in the
law of evidence; and the way
that the press reports cases,

Charges

What I'd like 10 know is,
where the hell were. these
peaple when the Shrewsbury
pickets were being sent down
an  patently  tromped  up
charges?

Who called for the DPP 1o
resign when he authorised
prosecution of Socialist
Worker's Paul Foot for telling
the truth in the Janie Jones
case? :

Il seems

that  these

hypoerites only become aware
of the true nature of Britain's
ruling class law when they get
a dase of it themselves.

[ Paul Bream, N Shields

made no diflerence.

ALETTER FROM
DORCHESTER JAIL

UNFORTUNATELY, my stay
environmeni won't end until May next year. My
offence was malicious wounding. | split a person’s
lip, which needed two stitches.

The judge said he had no alternative but to protect
the public from the likes of me and imposed a
sentence of 21 months. It was my first offence for
violence. Though | was provoked, the judge said it

Fve got a pound In my private cash which | will
send on for further copies ol SW. My only other form
of news is via the radio, bul we all know how biased
and distorted that il. Yours In solidarity.

O Don Morrison, Dorchester prison,

to 5 pm.

I WAS recently visited by
an uncle from Zimbabwe
(Rhodesia). After some
probing, | found out some
interesting things.

The whites there see their
role as The Saviours of the
Wretched Blacks. He hoasted
of his Nanny (servant) who
had three children living in a
shed at the bottom of the
garden,

‘But, of course, it's got a
shower in it, and 1t must be

In this decadent

is holding & conference on 23 May in
the Conway Hall. London from 10 am

t the guilty man...

THEY'RE ALL THE SAME BLOKE

1f IS groups could be encouraged to
form JAIL groups that would be good,

better than the shacks or mud
huts she could expect in her
own eavironment.’

She is paid £20 a month.
"Well if we paid more she'd
only spend @& or give it to her
mum who would gamble it
away. They're born gamblers,
you know.’

He wouldn't discuss the fact
that her man didn't five with
her and was hundreds of miles
away, which is the accepted
thing by the whites.

It became obvious that the
nanny. didn’t have clectricity
and had to use a paraffin lamp
for highting. Why? *Well they
wauld Jeave the light on ail
night, they're completely ig-
norant of the cost of running
these amenities.’

He had already mentioned
that electricity bills weren't
very high,

He went on to tell me how
his son-in-law, aged 27. was
regularly recalled to do 6-12
weeks jungle fighting ‘to rid
these areas of terrorists, or
turds as'we call them’,

He said schooling wasn't sa
readily  available for the
blacks.

My parting comment was:
‘If 1 don’t see-vou again, it’s
heen nice talking to vou'. |
wonder if he understood what
I really meant,

O Tony Field, Bradford.

The new life...with asbestos

FOR THE LAST two
vears, we've fought on the
“issue  of asbestos in
Livingston New Town.
It's meant to be the new life
for families coming out of the
stums of Glasgow and young

THE NAZIONAL PARTY

The National Party's
demonstration last Saturday -
its first since its split from the
National Front—showed how
it is trying to get a respectable
image for fascism

The demonstration started

from @ church and was
archestrated hy Lady
Birdwood.

The National Party could
pose a bigper threat to the
Labour Movement than the
National  Front, if it is
allowed to appear respectable
with the ‘nazi’ tag removed.

However a glance at the
National  Party's  internal
bulletin reveals all.

As one of their leaders A S
Leese. a member of the pre-
war Imperial league of
Fascists, states:

“The solution to the Jewish
problem is genocide . . . raceis
all. there is no other truth ..’

Don't be fooled, the
National Party will attempt to
build a fascist party no
different to the ideals of the
NE.

[0 SW Reader. London.

couples setting up their first
home.

Yet in the nearby village ot
Pumpherstan. and in sight of
our new homes, Gleno
Ashestos spews out its filth
daily. ’

To publicise a public meeting
on 12 Mav about the asbestos
threat, we updertook, with the
help of Edinburgh comrades,
estate and pub sales, selling 95
Socialist Workers and 20
copies of the asbestos
pamphlet.

We intend to make sure that
tlie workers in Glena's #nd the
peaple of Livingston Know
what is at stake. No more
Hebden Bridges!

O Livingston comrades,

WHAT DID you think of the
Budget? The Economist liked
it. Under the headline Hail

Healey, the husinessman's
freind, they raved on 10 April
aver his proposals.

On pay restraint: 'If the
Chancellor can sell the idea of
lower pay norms in exchange
for cuts in personal tax,
industry gains.’

On the price code: "Healey
has pledged the government to
take full account of the needs
of industry” and the need to
allow sufficient recovery of

profits to encourage new
mvestment  and 50 new
jobs.Profit 13 a c¢lean word
again.'

It concludes: ‘The
Chancellor could hardly have
done more , . . The CBI is
privately delighted. And so it
should be'.

Well Denis. they're their
words, not ours. You've sold
out the workers again,

O Mark Robertson,
Stockport.

since the opportunity now exists for
working people who have accepted
their lot as victims of mistaken identity -
in the past to begin to fight back.

O Peter Hain,london,SW15

LATE ON 31 March, three
British soldiers, members
of the Roval Scots Regi-
ment, were blown up on a
lonely road in South Ar-
magh, y

Within hours of their death,
the local unit of the IRA had
admitted responsibility.

Taken in the context of the
last six years of war, what
happened was not unusual.
Unfortunately, it 15 only one
more operation resulting in
death v_ff:icch the IRA has had
to carry out in its seemingly

Write to
Letters,
Socialist
Worker,
Corbridge
Works,
Corbridge
Crescent
London E2
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/LADY TRISH, NAKED IN A€
M:; u’.lun'» .'rm H. é‘f

T\19 daughter of the DUKE OF NEWCASTLE, .~ ~
ictured in Los Angeles, “Trish™ is' ™ °
nvolved in pop muosic in Hullywcmd.‘
managing rock bands. In some qnarlru)

she 1s known as ' Lady Rock,"

She Ix a very talkative person—aunlike
her father, whose telepbone number Is
ex-directory~-and enjoyx lving in
California. “I's o weird place, weird
things happen, but I love it. I don't wxntf
to g0 back to the cold. I enjoy the sun-
shine and the smog, the hills and fives, |
all good things and the bad things, the |

J ocean and the 'gquakes. (

» " The recent earthquake was one nf\
the best things that ever happened fo
me, I reminded me of what I think it »
must have feit like to be a baby rocked '
in a cradle, L\ |

“1 thought It was wonderful and
when it was all over I ran out of m
bouse at six o'clack in the morning stnl‘
naked, and all I conld sce was the power
conductors on the telegraph poles
exploding.

“I lived In a bhoose on a hilltop over-
| looking the entire eity and it was if we
= ver: nnd:lrlzdegr‘ It was my frst earth-

Lguake an was very exciting.”
N VLN *-\/N\J\

et T il
N

o S

THE ARTICLE above appeared recenily in the Sunday Express.
Lady Patricia Pehitham, daughter of the Duke of Newcastle, has
just experienced her ‘first varthquake and it was very exciting’,
Perhaps she should be made to visit Guatemala, Ceniral Turkey
or wherever people forced tolive in shanty towns are massacred
by ‘exciting’ earihquakes.

[ SW Reader, Cheadle, Cheshire

Who killed them?
A letter from
Long Kesh...

endless war with the British
Army.

What was unusual was the
scathing personal attack by
Merlyn  Rees on  Maire
Drumm, vice-president  of
Provistonal Sinn Fein.

Merlyn has claimed she
should be glad now as only
months previously she had
boasted of sending British
soldiers home in coffins,

T'his sort of abuse illustrates
the opposing mentalities of the
British government and the
Irish people. \

Republicans and socialists
in Ireland see the Bntish
soldier as a support for the
British capitalist establish-
ment in [Ireland and, like
economic targets, 1s seen as a
legitimate target for those who
want to end British involve-
ment in [reland and destroy
the artificin]l and sectarian
state of Narthern Ireland.

Human

But this does not blind
Republicans to the fact that he
i$ a hbuman being. On
NUMerous occasions
Republicans haveé spoken out
against the needless deaths of
British  soldiers, but who
listens?

Republicans are accused of
hypocrisy and portrayed by
the media and British
propaganda machine as
‘mindless murderéers’,

Who is responsible for the
deaths of British soldiers?

We know the IRA ame
actually directly respansible
but can they be held morally
responsible’

Generally, British soldiers
know little of what is happen-
ing in Ireland, or why they are
there. Today, assooftenin the
past, British soldiers are
fighting in defence of British
investment in Ireland and in
defence of continued British

exploitation- of the Irish
people,
British soldiers will con-

tinue to die in freland until the
British government decide to
withdraw the troaps.

The IRA may pull the
trigger or press the swilch
which kills, but the individuals
who should be in court for this
violence and for all the other
acty of savagery agdinst the
Irish people and for their
insistence on sending British
soldiers home in coffins re-
main free,

For they are the faceless
bureancrats and politicians.

Such is British capitalism in
Ircland and such we shall
continuc to fight untl we have
cstablished a 312-county
democratic socialist republic.

0 R McAuley, political
prisoner, Cage 12, Long
Kesh, N Ireland.

O Socialist Worker will
publish letters f(rom
prisoners in Northern
Ireland—and send the
paper free of charge. Write
io SW, 8 Cotlons Gardens,
London E2.

MY BROTHER recently went
to the local Social Security
office to ask for help, He had
no money and nowhere ta go.

He was told that it would
help him to get billheads from
where he was staying.

He went away, pot them,
and returned to the office.
They kept him there until It
was Hme 1o close und then
gave him £3 for Friday.
Saturday and Sunday.

I went back on Saturday
with him and asked them
where he was going to sleep for
the weekend. | was told: 'l de
not care’,

I asked if he counld go into a
hostel and was told that if 1 did
not leave the office they would
call the police,

The people seemed to be
fascists. It looksas though the
bosses are telling them not to
pay the working class the
money that they have paid
into Health and Social Securi-

ty.

O E De Guelle, NUPE shop
steward, St George's Hospital,
London SWI.
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Wage
rises dont
cause
inflation?

SHHHH...
says TASS

AT last month's Assembly
on Unemployment Ken
Gill, general Secretary of
the white-collar section of

the Engineers Union
(AUEW/ TASS), drew a

round of applause when he
said;*We must reject the
capitalist notion that
workers® wage rises cause
inflation’.

Mation 68 of this week’s
annual conference of the
union says: ‘This represen
tative council condemns all
forms of government interven-
tion in free callective bargain-
ing, It refutes the theory put
forward m the government
attack on inflation that wage
imeseases are Lthe main causes
of inflation’,

This motion is amended by
the executive to- deicte the
second senténce! In other
words. the executive, con-
trolled by Ken Gill, are trying
to reverse Ken Gill's Assembly
rhetoric,

F'his summariscs the central
contradiction of TASS. which
is becormng all too clearat this
week's  conference.  lef1-
sounding  talk from the
leadership—but no call for
action, no attempt 1o mobilise
the rank and file tor a fight for
better conditions. And @
gradual erosion of democracy
10 OUr union.

End

This year, the executive's
proposed  rule  changes, il
carried. will further weaken
the rank and fle. They want
divisional councils to decide
which ~ resolutions go to
conference—not branches, as
till now. They want an ¢nd to
the mandating of delegates on
how ta vote.

At the sume tmme, the
cxecutive 18 cufting the
number of available union
journals and raising the
salaries of appointed full-time
officials,

We need more demacracy,
not less. There is a direct link
between democracy in a union
and its ability to fight tor
better conditions for its
members,

A bureaucratically-run un-
jon, however ‘left' Mg
leadership, will always look
for ways of getting things from
the cmployers wathout
fighting. Democratically-
elected union officials have the
conlidence that they can rely
on their mémbers for a fight,

That’s why we're fighting at
this conference far maore
democracy and more militan-
ey,

elsewhere.

Pillar in Chief
of the
Existing

Order
Bernard

Levin and
follower
Sheila Black

THE SHOP MANAGER

DEAR Uniony Page,

Well, 1 sat through the
conterence of USDAW, the
shopworkers' union. It was
rather as ['d predicted in my
article a couple of weeks aga

I was amazed at the power
which Lord Allen, gencral
secretary. wields in the union.
On the last day of the con-
ference he replied to nearly

gvery critical motion.. and
won every time. 1t really is
one-man management

Theee were yuite a few
vounger delegates who seem-
ed fed up with the whole
business. I'm sure we can do
something to change the
union, We could start by
eetting a really strong Inter-
national Socialists  group

working within USDAW

Yours fraternally,

MARTIN LARKHANM.
London

O i you read Socialist
Worker, are a member ol
USDAW and want to fight
to change the union wrile
to Steve Jelferys, at 8
Cohons Gardens, London

Sowhy is APEX losing members?

DELEGATES to the office workers' union (APEX) conferencein
Scarborough next week might like to take note of the following

figures from its annual report.

APEX membership is dowr at a time when most other unions
are putting on members, It is down most heavily in the Midlands,
from 37,463 to 34,809, a drop of 2,604,

All week, the members will be deluged with demands for more

import controls. The APEX leaders will be slapping themseives
on the back for their ridiculous campaign to keep out foreign cars,

Mavbe they have kept out a few foreign cars. But they haven't
saved a single job—because they haven't fought for a single job.
There's been natural wastage and voluntary redundancies in
offices all over the Midlands—so the union is losing members.,

Draw vour own conclusions,

former

£50 to £100 from

not reo worried

mortul journalists in check

Levin hus spent a great deal
of his almost Limitless spare
time organising his colleagues
and girllriends into & right-
wing block in the NUJ Lon-
don Freelance Branch

At the April  branch
meeting,  Levin's  dapdogs
mustered more than #) votes
with which they carried a
series ol ‘moderate’
resolutions and amendments.
One such called far a ban an
branches [rom  taking any
disciplinary action against
people who worked during
strikes

Copy

Atter his tnumphs, Bernard
wroge an internal bulletin® tor
his“zeoup, which he couldn’t
evenn be bothered to copy
hitisell, His secretary at The
Tunes was used for the ‘dirty
work'- does The Times know
that its secretaries are being
used for this trade union
activity? Yes, they probably
do.

“We scored an overwhelm-
ing victory for moderate
policies,” bleats Levin's
bulletin. The ‘extremists were
defeated eyery time’,

How did thev do it? Here's a
paragraph which gives a elue:

‘Rosemary Meynell pointed
out how useful it was that
Doug Harris was wearing 2
white jacket, 15 whenever she
got lost she just looked for his

’@

) WHERE's PAY
MY SORPLUS
VALUE ?

SOMEBODY'S
N!CKED T’

IT’s THE DIFFERENCE

WHATS BETWEEN THE VALUE
SURpLUZ  OF WHAT YOU MAKE
VALUE  HERE AND WHAT THEY
ARNoLp?  PAYYoU.

THATS WHAT \
(‘mev sAY. )
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B Enter
Bernard

Levin,
extreme
right...

BERNARD LEVIN,
radical columnist, now Pillar-
in-Chief of the Existing Order
on The Times, has started his
own brand of ‘'moderate’ activi-
ty in the trade unions.

Bernard gets about £250 a week
from The Times, and can usually rely
on another
So he's
about journalists’ standard of living,

Indeed, the main reason for his activity in the

National Union of Journalists (N U appears (o
he to keep the wages and conditions of ordinary.

urm and put hers up when she
saw it rise. We ought, I think,
to consider ways of ensuring
that those who are unfamiliar

with  procedures and per-
sopalities ¢can be helped by
having members of our “hard
core” pointed out to them.
levin ends with a call for
more  organisation among
what he calls ‘friends. acquain-
mnces, and even  strangers
who we know 1o be “sound™

Levin reveals in his bulletin
thit one of the strongest
speakers for his lapdogs was
Sheita Black. who also writes
for The Times. Sheila Black
left full-time journalism some
vears ago to join John Addey
Associates, public relations
firm ta, among others, Rupert
Mutrdach, t?\ newspaper
proprietar

Sheila Black 1s a director of
Debenhams, the flashy chain
store.

For years the shopworkers'
union {USDAW) has been
strugeling  to arganise
Debenhams workers into a
trade  union.

Refused

In  January this year,
Debenbams”™ store in Bir-
mungham was organised, but
the company refosed to
recognise a union until the
Arbitration and Concifiation
Service had decided that more
than 50 per cent of the workers
wanted 1o join

Debenhams maintain  the
traditions of most  British
chain stores: low wages, rotten
conditions, and strong opposi-
tion to trade unions.

Two years ago, in Not-
tingham, USDAW members
went on steike at Debenham’s
Scan supermarket hecause the
women  workers  were  not
being allowed any time off o
go 1o the toilet.

That's Levin's ‘modera-
tion’ for vou: a rich. power-
ful. Tory woman calling
for moderation in her own
trade union, while being =
director of an anti-union
firm.

Scargill
libel:
Who

pushed

them?

I'HE Yorkshire miners’
president, Arthur Scargill,
recently won a libel action
against the Sheffield Star.
The Stuar had alleped that
he had shown favouritism
to certuin pits  while
allocating pickets during
the 1974 miners’ strike.

This  allegation  was
proved in court 10 be
mischievous and com-
pletely unfounded.
Seargill got  E3000
damages,

Who was behind the
wllegations which led to the
Star's attack? This month’s
issue¢ of The Collier, the
paper produced by rank
and file miners. reveals
that Bill O'Brien, right-
wing secretary of
Glasshoughton NUM,
and Tom Rocbuck, former
secretary - of Manvers
NUM. had a lot to do with
it.

Both men are former
business associates of John
Poulson, Roebuck, in fuct.
has just come out of prison
as a result,

The full details of this
scandal are in The Collier.
which also exposes the
Coal Board's financing of
stockpiles to weaken
resistance to closures.

[0 THE COLLIER, 38
Abbey Lane, Cundy
Cross, Bamnsley:~South
Yorkshire. Sp a copy
plus postage.

.
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Rule14: Camden

leads the
struggle

MEMBERS ol
Trades

LEYLAND
TURNS THE
CREW

ports the new rule. He has
convened a meeting open
only Lo - delegates who
support the rule,
opposition, the
Camden Trades Council
Defence Committee, made
up of delegates who op-
pose the rule, including
many members of the
trades council executive,
has called an open meeting
to organise a campagn
against Rule 4. The
meeting is open to all
London trades council
delegates.

[J Friday 7 May, 7.30pm,
Small Hall, Conway
Hall, Red Lion Square,
London WC1.

Camden
Council are

fighting back against the
attempt to exclude them
for opposing the TUCs in

new Rule 14, which places
a ban on trades councils
supporting any organisa-
tion which disagrees with
I'UC official policy.

It replaces a ban on
Communist organisations
which was itself a serious
attack on trade union
rights. But the new rule is”
worse.

In Camden a majority of
delegates have consistently
refused to adopt the new
rule. The Trades Council
secretary, a member of the
Communist Party, sup-

BRITISH LEYLAND is really trying to put the ‘frighteners’ on

its workers.
Managing director Derek Whittaker has warned the 114,000 workers that
unless the disruption of production stops, there will be *massive job loss’.

The threats follow the numerous parity strikes i Levland plants over the past few months, mostly
among the toolmakers, where the pay rates vary by up ta £10 a week, The reasan far the rash of
disputes ts that there are 58 separate négotiating units in Leyland’s 34 plants

Picture: John Sturreck |Report)

production also means lost
cash, and lost cash means less
capital investment, which also
means lost jobs,'

He takes the stnikes serious-
Iy, so seriously in fact thart
Socialist Worker can reveal
there have been two circulars
sent oul to every single worker
mn Leyland 228,000 circulacs
n all.

Staff

Lost cash means a lot to
Whittaker, that's why he’s just
fost” an estimated £20,000
sending out the circulars—
which does not inclade the
cost of the envelopes and the
time spent by office staff filling
the 228 000 cmdopcs

nn.\ is
mncident.

|
'.
E Said  Whittaker: ‘lost
|
%
1
|
|
)

not an wolated
Management  of-
BAC alse circulated their
workforee  with a  similar

statement, While our bosses
are crying about Jost invest-
ment, they spend as much
money on stamps as they
would have spent settling most
of the disputes.

I'bere’s a lesson here, The
sirikes threcaten the
governmenl-TUC wage freeze
package, and the bosses are
willing to spend any amount

READING: 200 members of the Transpori
Workers Union including many West
Indian and Asian workers, walked out on
strike al Ideal Casements last week after
managemenl failed yet again to tum up for
an arranged meeling with the convenor
and lhe district organiser.

The workers are siriking because of
management’s failure to renew their
contracts—there Is a- dispute over the
sysiem used to work oul bonus payments.

The present system is a complete myslery
to all except the wages depariment, and
the union wants a system that the workers
can check for themselves.

Having failed to keep two appointments
to meet the convenor and the district
organiser, the management claims com-
plete ignorance of the workers’ ‘problems’,

In the meantime the pickel line remains
strong, and no lorries have entered or left
the site since the strike started. A 24-hour

200
out In

bonus
strike

B o A e B e

of money to preserve that

picket has prevented aitempis by the
management to get lorries out—they face
the loss of an important export order,, and
this should force them to negotiate soon,

In the meantime,
director has just been jetl-setting to
Bahrein and the Far East in Concorde, at
the company’s expense, and the manag-
ing director has just added another new
Jaguar to his collection—no problem
about working out their bonuses!

ldeal's markeling

AUEW leaders ‘motley crew’- convenor

JACK SHELDON is con-
venor of the toolroom
fitters at British Leyland’s
Tractors and
Transmissions plant in
Birmingham. He explained
to Socialist Worker the
background to their recent
battle.

‘Our dispute had its origins
in the machine tool
demonstrators changing un-
jons and getting £8 more than
us instead of £4 less. And they
got staff status.

‘We began to black
machines worked by the
demonstrators 1o force the
company to give us parity in
pay and conditions as soon as

Notices and

Notices for " this column
must be posted to arrive by
first post the Moeonday

- preceding publication. We

cannot take them over the
phene. Send cash with copy
5p a8 word) to CLASSIFIED,
Socialist Waorker, Corbridge
Works, Corbridge Crescent,
London. E2 89DS. No
invoices can be sent.

C L R James World Revolution
1817-1938. Special offer
Beautifully printed  8nd  bound
American fibrary edition at cost price
ol £845 post free. Should ba over
£12. Socialest Books, 238 Spring
Sank, Hull. First coma, first served.

POST OFFICE WORKER: A paper
written and produced for UPW
members is available NOW. Order
feom 265a Seven Sisters Road, Lon-
don, N4 A meating 15 baing arganised
1o elect an editorial board and to
discuss the prograsnme of the paper's
supporters. Anyone interested shauld
&lso writs Lo Post Office Workar a1 1he
Ssme ress.

government legislation per-
mitted’.

This had been going on for
weeks, Then in the middie of
the SU Carburettors strike.
when we were all due fo be laid
off and receive lay-off pay,
management instructed five of
our fitters to go on some of the
blacked machines. They refus-
ed. and management suspend-
ed them

Walked

We called a meeting and
walked out.

Terry Duffy, our AUEW
executive member. instructed
us 1o go back to work.

‘We're not being selfish by

meetings

CONFERENCE ON OVERSEAS
STUDENTS, Seturday 22 May,
11am Sponsored by UMIST Unian
Three delegates per student union
One delagute per overseas student
body. One observer foe othar student
soctias

ANGOLA: LESSONS OF A
PEQPLE'S VISTORY, Warkshop,
Saturday 8 May, Africa Centre, 38
King Street, London WC2 10, 30amto
5.30am

DAY SCHOOL ON WOMEN'S
RIGHTS: Saturday 22 May,
10.30am -~ 6pm, Nattingham
Teachers Cantre. Cranmer Strest
Speskers  include: Jean Cousing,
NCCL.  Joy Elsom.  NUPE, Sylwa
Graenwgod, TGWU, Jugin Hunt,
JASS, Mel Resd, ASTMS, Uns
Walton, Tobacco Workers, Hosted by
Netringham  NUT Womens Rights
Sub-Committea, Creche provided
Registration 76p, 40p unemployed

INDEPENDENT FILM MAKING IN
THE ‘70s. Woakend gonfarence at
the Aschitectural Associaton, 21-23
May, Organised by the Indegendent

‘Society.

fighting for parity with the
demonstrators. We expect it
for all manual workers on the
shop floor. skilled or un-
skilled. Someone has.to take
up the fight and make the
running.

“Then AUEW president
Hugh Scanton got us down to
London for a joint meeting
between the exccutive and the
strike committecs from
Longbridge and Tractors and
Iransmissions. YWhen we got
there he told vs that unless we
went back to work, Leviand
was  finished, He'd had
Ministers Eric Varley and
Booth on to him.

‘He argued that we were
causing lay-offs for thousands

Film-makers  Associaten and the
Greater  Landon. Arls  Association,
Sessions on: Funding Bodies and
Funding Procedures; Regional Film
Deavelopment; The British Future?;
Film Creticism and Ingepandent Film-
Making. Conference tee £2 (lickels
are kmited) Details from The Greater
London  Arts  Assccialwn, 265/31
Tawvistack Place, Landon WC1H 9SF,

WORKERS BOOKSHELF: asocialis
mail ordor book sarvice offers a wide
salaction of books on marwst theory,
labour history, women ang
mternational affairs Pamphlets. our
speciality—over 60 titles, SAE far
catalogue 1o Workers Bookshelf, 150
Foster Road, Trumpington,
Cambrdge

RELIGIOUS OFPOSITION TO

SEXUAL FREEDOM: Public
meeliny, Friday 7 May, 7 30pm,
Caxton Hall, London SW1 (St James

Park Underground), Speakers: Helen
Dovson, Srook Adwsory Centre,
Digne Munday, Abortion Law Raferm
Association,  Alison  Hennigan,
Campasgh for Homosexual Equality
Barbara Smoker, Natenal Secular
National

Orgorvsed by
Seculsr Sociaty.

of workers, that the viahility
of Leyland was at risk and that
government financial aid fo
Leyland might be cut off.

‘Scanlon was really con-
cerned that the dispute might
bring the government down.
In other words we're expected
to hold down and accept cuts
in wages and conditions (o
keep a I sbour government in
power.,

‘When we asked why the
executive wouldn't support us,
Scanlon told us that it was the
people on the AUEW national
committee  from the West
Midlands who had voted to
change the policy. If we
changed them next year, he
said. the executive would
support us.

‘But he also said that even
that might not make any
difference. We wouldn’t
necessarily get any further
because Leyland was deter-
mined to stop sectional
bargaining and get centralised
bargaining like in every other
nationalised industry.

‘In other words, Scanlon

wasn't really prepared to lead '

a fight. He was only giving
excuses.  Throughout the
meeting, he was the only one
to do the talking.

Fight

‘Scanlon hus changed. Peo-
ple get tired. You can't keep
poing forever. Ever since the
1975 TUC Conference, when
he was part of the move to get
TASS 1o withdraw their
resolution in opposition to the
£6, he's heen different.

T looked at our executive af
that meeting and thought,
what & motley crew, We could
do with some young blood.

CRANE DRIVERS CALL
FOR TOTAL BLACKING

EAST LONDON: Fifty crane
drivers and fitters  at
Auwoods, in Wood Street,
Walthamstow, have now been
on strike for four weeks over
the non-payment of three men
for eight days when they could
not work on a site because it
was on strike. Wages have
always been paid in that
situation before.

The area manager of
Richards and Wallington, of
which Atwood is a sub-
sidiary, bas twice threatened
the men with the sack if they
do not return to work.

He also wants them to sign
away ther guarantced 40-
hour week and become virtual
casual labour. This would
mean they would have ta sign
on the dale when there is not
enough work.

The men,
AUEW Construction Section,
are determined not to give in
to this bullying. The strike
hegan in defence of the right
not to cross a picket line. [t

members of the -

continues in defence of their
own conditions,

I'he men need the support
of ‘other Richards and
Wallington depots and of any
sites using the firm's cranes,
which include British Crane
Hire cranes. 2

0 Donations and
messages of support to
Clitf Norris, 47 Cairo Road,
London E17.

Kerr: Sit-in
threatened

MERSEYSIDE: Transport
Union members at John Kerr
Chemicals, Kirkby, are on
strike over the sacking of a
shop steward who refused to
handle dirty goods,

A laboratory assistant is
scabhing on the van drivers,
and two AUEW fitters worked
during a mass meeting, The
men on strike have said that it
this continues they will occupy
the premises.

SCHOOL CLEANERS
FIGHT WAGE CUT

SCOTLAND: School cleaners.at 90 schools in the Borders are
now in their fifth week of strike action. The council wants to cut
wages by 30 per cent—the cleaners only get £13.50 now!

One striker told Socialist Worker:

*We don’t work for pin

money these days, but to keep our standard of living. If they get
away with cufting wages here, with the lowest-paid workers,

they'll do it to everybody.”

The two unions involved—the Transport Workers and the
Fublic Emplovees—are forming a joint strike committee.

O Messages of support to: W J Dunseatch, Site Committee
Convenor. TGWU District Office, Andersons Chambers, Market

Street. Gulashields.

«Winger

SETBACK
FOR LEFT
IN AUEW

ELECTION

by MICK BRIGHTMAN,
deiegate, North London
AUEW district
commiitee

FROM the latest election
results in the Engineers
Union (AUEW), 1t 1§ clear
the right wing have made
further gains through the
postal ballot system.

In the: most important
election, for assistant general
secretary, right-winger John
Weakley, with 82,094 votes,
came out top with Bobh Wright
with 63.723 second. Engineers
Charter candidate Len Blood,
from Warringtofi, came
seventh of 14 candidates with
7684, Weakley and Wright
now proceed to the second
ballot run-off.

o the election for national
organiser, Jim Bradiey, with
173,206 votes, beat Phil Higgs,
the Broad Left candidate, who
got B3.038. Thisis the election
in which Charter candidate
Willie Lee, from Linwood,
stood 1 the first ballot

Right-wing

West Midlands
divisional organiser, right-
winger Bill Jordan (19.215)
beat Fred Griftiths (9950},
Also in Birmingham, right-
Hert  Benson (4692)
e xl Brian Chambers (1995),

For Midlands regionsl of-
ficer, right-winger Phil Povey
{39.437) beat Jack Dickens
{15,789), and in Coventry Jim
Criffin from the right had an
cverall majority for assistant
divisionsl organiser over five
other candidates, and so winy
in the first halot,

| here wis one success [or
the left. Jimmy Reid topped
the fiest ballot for Scottish
divisional arganiser with 135
189 vates. Ron Brown, from
Fdinburgh, who stood on u
more left wing platform, got

5700 votes

For

But i the Wright against
Weakley election, now going
1o a second ballot, Engineers
Charter has no doubts who we
should be voting for. We must

supporl and actively cam-
paign for Bob Wright,
Although  we  have fun-

damental criticisms of Wright,
it 15 vital to Keep the right-
wingers out, Said Len Bload,
the Charter candidate; 'Any
member who takes the umion
ta court, as John Weakley did,
miust be opposed.”

Attack

The only wav  forward
tfor the left in the AUEW is
policies that beoefit the
membership- opposing  1he
deal with Healey, fighting for
meaningful across-the-board
wage increases, 4 return to
collective bargaining and for
the 35-hour week now.

The next national com-
mittee convenes on Tuesday
I8 May. Anemergency resolu-
tion needs to be proposed on
these lines naw. District and
divisional committees, shop
stewards’ committees and
branches must send
resolutions and mandate their
national committee delegates
to mave and support & new set
of fighting policies,

AUEW
FRACTION
MEETING

For all IS members in
the AUEW. Socialist
Worker supporters
welcome

Saturday 8 May, 1-
5pm, Seymour Hall,
Seymour Place, London,
W1, Nearest tube sta-
tion, Marble Arch.

Details from fraction
secretary, 8 Cottons Gar-
dens, London, E2 BDN.
{Phone 01-739 6273).
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PICKETS oulside
the Vibroplant
maintenance
depol, Sunderiand,
on May Day. Thir-
teen Engineering
Union members
have been oh strike
for five weeks aller
management vic-
tfimised AUEW
shop slewards.

[J Donations to J
L Burgess, 56
Cleeve Court,
Glebe,
Washington, Coun-

ty Durham,

VICTIMISED!

Azko
Chemie

MERSEYSIDE: 17 men at
Akzo Chemie, Kirkby, came
aul v streke last Wednesday
aver the sacking of i man Lo
nan-competence. He has
warked at Akzo for eight
wegks. Management sacked
him, offering 10 take him
hitek temporarily at £25 a
week less

Stun. Bovd, hranch
steretiry ol the shopworkers
union  USDAW, toid
Sociahial  Worker  that
manggement. arc keeping
dossiers on all the men
warking in that shop. That

Greenings

WARRINGTON: The
strike against the victimisa-
tion of convenor Arthur
Conheenes, s now in its
second month. After two
meetings. management have
virtunlly admitted the dis-
pute is about their attempt to
break the union organision,
not ahout redundancy as
they first claimed.

John  Tocher, "AUEW
divisional organiser pointed
out that management are
after  removing  Arthur's
credentials.

The ¢mployers might feel
confident at present, with

4

on the sacked man was
shown Lo the shop steward as
soa-called proof of the man’s
nan compelence

But the shop steward
relused to accept this as
prood

Beldams

BRENTFORD:  Beldams
manapement have failed 10
suck four members of the
newly-formed AUEW
argamsation in the faclory
A mass meeting decided that
the redundancies were & wayv
ol delaying - the  already
overduc wage claim. so when
management  handed out
notices the whole workiorce
carme oul on strike

attrition’

14 million on the dole. but
thex're not getting away with
it ut Greenings. Links have
heen made with other fac-
tories in the Johnson-Firth
Brown group. but much
more support is needed.

Strike  committee
secretary Len Blood said:
“This is a war of attrition. We
are going to hold out until
we win,'

O Donuations and
messages  of  support  to
Greenings  Strike  Com-
mittee. ¢/o” AUEW House,
Froghall Lane. Warrington.

The next day management
surrendered. They an-
nounced they weren't mak-
ing the men redundant but
simply wanted 1o move them
to another part of the fac-
tory

Orlakes

DAGENHAM: [50 women
i the TGWU are anstrike at
Orlikes. demanding union
reeognition alter 1w
workers  were  victimised.
Managemenl are :r:I\in; an
} Crossing
ne ”u\ are ll\\l
.m‘.mlw'g 0l the
mplovment in
area lu try 10 recruit
women to break the strike
Ihe  strikers are dete
mined Lo succeed and need
support  from Jocal trade
unionists in their efforts to
black the lirm and prganise a
strong picket line.

Rose Tyres

MERSEYSIDE Manage-
ment at John Rose Tyres,
Kirkby, have tricked the men
back ta work to ¢nd a one-
week strike.. They teld the
strikers they would get a £10
wage rise and start talks about
recognising the Engineering
Union (ALEW), burt it was all
lies. The victimised shop
steward, Charhe Cave, has
been left outside the gate.

SOCIALIST WORKER 8 May 1976 15

We're bugged!
600 STRIKE OVER POLICE BUG
INHOSPITAL BAKERY

EAST LANCASHIRE:
Workers at Brockhall
Hospital, near Blackburn,
discovered a bugging
device in the hospital
bakehouse and 600 walk-
ed out in protest.

The dispute began when a
device was found hidden behind a
wooden chest. Part of the device

was in a chest of drawers with

wires connecting the two parts
It Jooked like a bomb, so a union

by a NUPE MEMBER
Brockhall Hospital
representalive rang the senior ex-
ecutive officer for the hospital, Mr A
Sharples. o their amazement he said

he knew all about it—and so did the -

police. The device in fact was ‘police
property’ and everyone should get
back to work.

Instead all 600 workers walked out.,

Jack Thomas. the area official for
the hospital workers” union NUPE,
was called. He said: ‘It is definitely a
transmitter. 1 think that other things
are going on. We strongly. suspect
Lthat phones are being tapped.’

Superintendant Fred Kemp, depu-
Ly head of Blackburn police division
said: *Who says it is a listening device?
I'm not saving that it 1s. All I will say

is that thefts at the hospital have been

reported to the police and that
investigations are now proceeding in
a normal manner.’

How normal can vou ger?

After the walk-out, a mass meeting
was called, Union officials reported
that the management had agreed to
remove the device, but no further
explanations were given.

We all left the meeting not
knowing whether we had won or lost

Ciba-Geigy: 600 out over £60fine’

MANCHESTER: One
out—all out! That's the
messdge from more than
600  workers at  Ciba-
Gegy's lactory on Trafs
ford Park industrial estate,

The strike started on Tues-
day last week after ane of the
workers was suspended fos
live days for ullegedly throw-

ing a “water bomb'—a plastic
bag [lilled  with  water
although there were three

witnesses to say that he didn’t
do it

In reply the stewards’ com-
mittee called the factory out

RESISTANCE to
vicfimisations is
growing. The rise in
unemployment has
let the employers
think they can get
away with aclions
unithinkable only a
short lime ago. The
enthusiasm of many
irade union officials
{o co-operate with
the Labour
government and not
rock the boal
whatever happens
makes it easier than
ever.

But rank and file
resistance is
beginning. There
are probably no
more victimisations
now than nine
months ago. There
is far more
resistance.

until either the suspension had
course or was hifted by
they're
Jam an

ruan its
the mandgement
scheduled to return at
Sunday. |

T'he strike 1sn't just about
this_one incident though. as

the stewards explained
Socialist Worker

Trial

“The management say that

the suspension  was in

interests of safety on the shop
they're
more interested in diseipline
stewards’

floor but we Know

than safety, The

Gartons

BATTERSEA: Shop
steward Gordon Wayne has
lost his job at Gartons in
spite of a one-week strike (o
reinstate him,

A mass meeting of
transport drivers voted to
return to work Jast Friday
and await the outcome of
new  negotiations  between
munagement and union of
ficials. On Monday, these
confirmed the sack

One stnkee
Waorker: *“We s
staved out  until  thew
reinstated him without &ny
conditions.

Incidentally, Bob Kave,
the TGWU officigl, whao
vepotisted  on ¢ Gordan's
behalf, is not happy in l§
job. Among the others he
has “applied for is that of
mdusivint relations officer at
Giartans

FOOD FACTORY

HALTED

WORKSOP: 623 members
of the Transport Workers
Union., many of them
women, are on strike at the
Batchelor foods factory for
the right to work.

On Monday last week
management  took  six
workers off the lines as the
first step in their attempt to
cut 232 jobs in 12 months.
They are also secking early
retirement and voluntary
redundancies. )

At once a sit-in began, It
ended last Firday with a

-
decision 1o walk out and stay
out until the six are put back

on their jobs, A 24-hour
picket was put on the gates.
and is having total success.

Management want  the
workers to fake a cut in
hours worked, but at the
same time are advertising for
# new supervisor and a new
foreman.

[0 Donations and
messages of support to:
Mrs M Cane, 14 Northum-
bria Close, Worksop,
Notts.

PICKETS AFTER THREE HELD UNDER TERROR ACT

THREE Irish workers
living in North West Lon-
don have been held under
the Prevention of
Terrorism Act in the past
two weeks.

The 'Trade Union Com-
mittee against the Prevention
of Terrorism Act was con-
tacted in each case. They have
picketed the police stations
where the men were held and
found solicitors for them

Tom Goodchild, a building
worker and a member of the
legal  political organisation
Sinn Fein, was picked up in
the ecarly hours on Good
Friday. He was released on the
Saturday, just a half hour
hefore a mass picket of
Willesden Police Station to
support him.

No  charges
apainst him.

To tuke Yincent Plover, a
carpenter and former member

were laid

- brother-in-law

of Sinn Fein, police broke
down the door and entered the
house with dogs at 7Tam on
Tuesdny last week. His wife,
sisters, and five young
children were held in the front
room for five hours. not
allowed to dress.

He was released after 33
hours, without being charged.

Sean Canavan. a driver at
McVities Biscuits and former
member of Sinn Fein, is the
of Vincent

Plover. He was arrested as he
went to work last Tuesday
night,

There has been a picket of
Harlesden  Police  Station
every might by 30 to 60
peaple—many of them local
West Indians who are con-
tinually harassed themselves
by the police. Largely because
of this. he has bheen allowed
newspapers,  cigarettes and
messages from his family,

Sean Canavan has now

been charged with conspiracy
fo cause explosions between
June and December 1973, He
has been moved to Brixton
Prison. Pickets to support him
continue there.

] The Emergency phone
number works. Remember
it. You may need it
tomorrow if you or one of
your mates is held under
this Act.

01-603 8654.

commiller olfered to run a
joml sufety campaign in the
factary mare thap six months
age the management have
ver 1o take up the ofter

I'he lad has been suspended
tor tive days—equal to a fine
of L60 without anv trialat all,
He's  been  treated to the
reverse of normal justice. He's

been  asstimed gwlty  unul
proved infipcent.

‘Any notion of a joint
disciplinary  procedure has
been thrown out of the win-
dows

The stewards are concerned
about safety. but as one of
them said®*We wouldn't con+
done any horseplay that could
endanger-any of our members
but when the management say
that plaving with water s
dangerous  and  handling
hazardous chemicals  like
phenol is OK, what they really
mean is that playing with
water slows down production
while playing with phenol
produces profits for them,'

The' strike has cost
management dearly, 1S cleas
Hml 'h\.. will think twice next
time before acting in the sam
dictatorial way

Passed

The issue was a test of th
unien organisation in the
factory. a test which they
passed with flving colours, but
i1's ¢lear that discipline will be
a sore point in the plant for
same time to come. 1t's all pant
of the small change of
capitalism and the struggle of
workers 1o assert their own
identity and dignity,

00

This article was dis-
cussed and approved by
the shop slewards’ com-
mittee, who have taken out
a special order for Socialist
Worker in order to combat
the distortions about their
strike appearing In the local
press.

CHIVAS REIGN OF TERROR

SCOTLAND:

A reign of terror is what management are

trying to bring in at Chivas plants in Paisley, Dalmuir and
Beith. where 650 General and Municipal Workers Union
members are still on strike against a new disciplinary plan.
The plan would give chargehands power to send workers

home for trivial offences.

Picket lines=mostly women—are up.

but still unofficial,

I'he strike is solid,

O Messages of support to: Betty Harp, 30 Bernon Drive,

Linwood, Glasgow.

Socialist

Trade Union .....

Please send me more information
about Socialist Worker and the
International Socijalists

Socialists, 8 Cottons Gardens, London, E2

8DN.

Send to: National Secretary, International l

L
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| was arrested on 6
August 1970 after the
arrest of my husband. |
was tortured together
with him . . . despite
the fact that | was four
months pregnant.

We were tortured
together with electric
shocks. Since they
couldn’t inflict many
tortures on me with
electric shocks and the
parrot's perch, they
would apply them to
my husband . ., . while
he was sitting on the
‘dragon’s chair’ in
front of me so as to
force me to confess
where | had been, the
names of my
comrades, and any
information | could

give them, ,

Maria do Socorro
Vigovani, in testimony
to a Rome tribunal on
torture in Brazil, 1974.

Socialist
Worker

Special Offer
JOweeks £ 1

(1]4(-) 4

SOCIALISTS 100

PRESIDENT Ernesto Geisel of Brazil
and Mrs Geisel being welcomed on
Tuesday at London’s Victoria Station
by an admirer, 'There san awfullot of
coffins in Brazil," joked her Majesty,
before hauling the brute off to
Buckmgham Palace for three days
wining and dining with British
businessmen.

Geisel wants more money to

get

l For information and facts to I

campaign against’ Healey's
package Soclalist Worker is

I offering 10 issues for £1, first I
class post.

l NAME %

l § TWO Engineering Union
ADDRESS ... ... civivienis a members are being sued by

Zf, management  after oc-

I v cupying their firm's offices.

"""""""""""""" The two were sacked from

Whan uvmpleteo pos( to Socialist Worker
> Circulation

oscriptions

ns Gardens

London

= Subscnbe'

Clansons office  equipment,
Faling. West london, for
joining the union and trying to
orpanise the office. After a
ten-week strike they occupied
the office for & few hours.

Management used ‘lump’
builders to break in and threw
them out.

Now the management has

8
--

Dapartment, 8
E2 8DN

Queen—

subsidise his terrorist regime. He'll
it—from British businessmen.
Torture, cheap labour, and abanon all
trade unions means more profits.
That's why he’s here. That's why
British firms operate in Brazil. That's
why Geisel gets a welcome from the
the Prime Minister.
Callaghan, Junta’s Man, the friend of
the Chilean dictators.

and

Firms that profit from torture-p9

Pictures from
Uruguay of
political 3
prisoners being
tortured by
methods
introduced by
the Brazilian
military police

LEFT: The
‘sawhorse’
an haur
vou feegl your
body 1s cul in
two. They leave
you there for !

after

four

launched a private court ac-
tion against them demanding
£1000 for the loss of trade the
company claims to have suf-
fered as a result of the occupa-
tion,

They alsa allege trespass
und interference with fixtures
and fittings,

The two already face a
police prosecution on damage
charges, They are being charg-
ed with damaging two
machines that they never even
saw until after the occupation.

The management are elaim-

RIGHT  The
‘banner
hang there till
yvou burst.

‘My home is yours’ Queen
tells Brazilian dictator

TORTURE
GETS THE ROYAL
SEAL OF APPROVAL

vou

ing the right (0 swe trade
unionists  for  money  they
claim to have lost because of
industrinl  action.  If  the
prosecution iy allowed o
succeed it will put the law back
to the situation before the
repeal  of  the  Industrial
Relations Act,

Now Clansons management
are frying another way of
achieving this by sueing the
strikers in a civil court,

The Clansons case affects
every trade unionist, It i an
attack on the right to strike.

I FIRM TO SUE SIT-IN STRIKERS FOR £1000

As part of the campaign to get
this prosecution stopped in its
tracks, all Clansons equip-
ment should be blacked. So
should their sister company,

Fyers Business Equipment, of

Holloway Road. London N7.

These companies  service
and supply many local coun-
cily, %0 NAT GO members in
particular should see that they
are blacked. AUEW branches
and  district  committees
should send resolutions to the
ALEW executive calling for
national action

SCANDAL

OF BID
TO OUST
LABOUR
MILITANT

TRY tochange the Labour
Party from within —and
the powers that be will use
every [ilthy trick in the
book against you. They'll
even get on o some sSUp-
posedly left-wing union
leader and have him take
your unton membership
away,

That’s one conclusion you
can reasonably draw from last
weekend's  disclosure  that
Tony Kelly, one of the leading
campaigners  against  rights
wing Labour MP Reg Pren-
tice in the Newham- Labour
Party, has had his ASTMS
union card withdrawn,

I'here are a few others, First
that the oppasition of peaple
like ASTMS general secretary

- Clive Jenkins and other lions

of the leftin the Labour Party
15 i sham.
Jenkins s a regular writer

for Tribune, Yel when it
comes ta i, he's only too
anxious to do Transport

Haouse's dirty work.

ASTMS has a galaxy of
Lahour Party stary In
membership, The union has
always gone out of the way to
recruit them, That includey

WHAT
WE
THINK

Harold Wilson, David Ehaals,
Roy Hattersley and Edmund
Dell among the government
ministers who wint to defend
Reg Prentice a1 all costs,

It used to include another
great Labour moderate, John
Stooehouse, But even after he
went  Cmissing” off  Miami
Beach. Jenkins took no action
against him.

Despite several resolutions
from rank and file members
calling for the expulsion of
Stonchouse,  the issue was
guictly fudged over.

Sacialist Worker calls: for
full support for Tony Kelly,
Not least because- it is a
disgrace  that  Jenkins s
attempting to drive him out of
membership because he is or
wits unemploved,

With more than a mllion
out of work, the unemployed
must  be defended. The
ASTMS rule book is com-
mendably clear on the point,
Rule 15, section |10, states that
no member of the union may
he excluded by virtue of his
unemployment.

Playtex: 200
outn support

PAISLEY: ‘There’s been a
1_ ling of bit lv roess for some

We' re now prepared (o
tike a stand’, Marie Donnel-
Iy, General and Municipal
Waorkers steward a1 Pluytex.
Johnstone, summed up the
moad of 300 angry women
now an their second week of
sirike,

Manugement have broken
miny agreements with the
women, I'wo weeks ago they
broke their agreemen! Lo
rehire 31 who had been
redundant. Vacancies came
up and they hired new
people; instead of taking on
those carher made redun-
dant.

The company had gone
too far this time. One section
walked out. Later the whole
factory voted to support
them

A mass meeting on Friday
voted unammously to stay
out. 200 women at Playtex in
Port Glasgow are now outin

sympathy.
]l Messages of support lo
Margarel Toyne, 11

Wilson Avenue. Linwood,
Scotland.



