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Join the Day of Action
Wednesday 26 May

1,234,000 unemployed

Upa record 1:9%in a single month
Frozen to 4-5% for 12 months
Hospitals, schools, welfare slashed

GLASGOW: Half-day stoppage
called by the Confed, Demonstrate,
1.30pm, Blythswood Square.
DUNDEE: Meeting of 150 shop
stewards has called for work stop-
pages.

LIVERPOOL: Stoppages called
throughout the city. Demonstration
leaves Islington Square, 12.30pm.
SHEFFIELD: Half-day stoppage

and demonstration.

NEWCASTLE: Two-hour mass
protest picket at the Fleming
Memorial Hospital, starting 12
noon. :

MANCHESTER: Demonstration
leaves AUEW Offices, The Crescent,
Salford, Ipm.

CARDIFF: Lobby of Welsh Office
called by South Wales Miners and
Trades Council.

SWANSEA: Protest meeting
organised by the trades council,
HARLOW: Meceting in Clement
Attlee Square, 12 noon.

AYRSHIRE: Half-day stoppage
throughout areca and demonstrations
in Avr and Kilmarnock.

HUDDERSFIELD: Demonstration
called by trades council.

ST HELENS: Demonstration called®
by trades council.

LONDON: Mass demonstration
leaves Tower Hill, Ipm, called by
London Confed and London Co-op
Political Committee.

If your town isn’t here, waltch
locally for details of
demonstrations.
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even coIIeges
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battle for the
right to work

STUDENTL seachers ‘WE WON'T JOIN DOLE’
have taken un-

precedented direct ac-
tion for the right to work.

By Tuesday they had occupied
severi of the ten colleges of
education in protest at the
gmernmun( s cuts, which mean

half of them stand no chance of
getting jobs when they finish
their studies.

The occupations started at Moray
House. Edinburgh, quickly spreading to
Dundee, Callander College at Falkirk,,
Craiglockhart and Queen Margaret’s,
both in  Edinburgh, Jordanhidl in
Cnlm;,ow Dunfermine and Aberdeen.

The Scottish Department of Educa-
tivn has announced that 2000 of the
teachers who qualify in Scotland this
vear will go without jobs.

Six hundred student teachers at Moray
House College of Education in EDIN-
BURGH voted to accupy on Wednesday

SAY STUDENT TEACHERS

rdI{L,lllU(hﬂ Institute of Scotland (EIS),
to rénegotiate teachers’ contracts to bring
down class sizes, to instruct members not
to teach classes of more than 33, to
instruct its members not to cover for any
teacher absent far more than three days,
and ‘to give full union membership to
unemployed teachers,

Sandy Ross, president of the Student
Representation Committee at Moray
House, told Socialist Worker: At the
first meeting of 60 only four students
voted against the occupation,

We set up an organising committee to
run it and delegations of students hayve
gone out to schools, local factories,
hospitals and into the streets to gain
suppmt.

*Messages of support are rolling in

from colleges throughout Scotland, from
trade unions and some MPs,
We are salid. we are going lo
win, We are  organising
exams with. the support of
the lecturers’ union, we ane
organising graduvation, and
even student intake next
session.,’ ]

Edinburgh Right to Work
Committee, to which Moray
House 15 afliliated, is
sending out  appeals for
support and collections. A
Right 10 Work Rally an
Tuesday was to be held atthe
occupation. Representatives
from the Borders cleaners.
who won their strike last
week, were to speak.

A mass meeting at
DUNDEE College of Educa-
tion called for an immediate
occupation on;
Fridav. )

A call was made for a
complete stoppage and sup-
port of the march on 26
May. the national day of
action against unemploy-
ment.

“The fight for the right to
work Is a fight in which
students and workers have

last week. This was endorsed by a
meeting of 1000 students the next day

I'he, day of the occupation interviews
had heen held on the college by various
Scottish councils. Students had been
gueueing from 8.30 am only to be told
there were no jobs available,

Redundancies

About 250 primary and 200 secondary
teachers from the collegeare without jobs
as a result of the cuts

The students are demanding that the
college authorities refuse to implement
the culs. that there should be no
redundancies among college staffs and
that there should- be no rundown in
teacher training facilities,

They also call on their umon, the
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of 70 parents, only

one parent voted for the Tary

in Hackney, East
London, dumped
their rubbish on the
Town Hall steps.
They were

‘THE best thing I've
heard for 20 years!" was
Jean Reeves' reaction 1o
the campaign to stop the
June bus lares increase

by WENDY PLIMLEY

City and East London
NALGO

paign to keep open the Mild

At the Princess May
Infant School in Hackney, a
delepate  had  halped  to
organise a joint mecting of
parents and teachers to stop

be made 1o change its policy
on education cuts and pledg-
ed the Dundee Labour Party
to support the students

On  Monday. CALLAN-
DER, CRAIGLOCKHART

protesting at the faunched 'bv the FEast End Teacher Tratning ,"::;d teachers™ jobs being and QUEEN
failure of the council London Committce RS . Far 64 of the 160 children MARGARET'S accupied.
to employ enough A delegate [rom the local in.the ‘school English is a Trish Boyle, president of

dustmen to collect
the rubbish

the bright few, the exam-
passers, “and leaves the 1est to

Against the Cuts.

Jean was one of 70
delegates from more than 40
trade union, tenants’ and

The new Tory council voted
29-23 to scrap the plan for
f I

branch of the teachers’ union
NUT outlined the campaign
to combat uncmplovment

] The action commiliee
is running an exhibition to

second language, Cutting
the staff by two means that
the English cluasses will go.

Transport Umon delegate,

CULs

Queen Margarets said: 900
students voted to ocoupy.
Phese include traines nurses.
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In the Birmipgham Sunday Me'cury this
week there is a whole page Interview
with local Labour Councilloj William
Jarvis.

Councillor Jaryis thinks theje are oo
many blacks in Birmingham—come 1o
that he thinks there are too meny in the
country altogether, Sa he wanis im
migration control. Not repatriation, he
won't go quite that far. But his policy
opens the door for those who do.

That's why, this week, we are printing
a special edition of Socialist Wotker for
the Birmingham area. To answer the
racist propaganda.

We can do this only if we reach our
fighting fund target of £1000 a month
No matter where you live you can't
dodge the arguments about racialism.
Help us to fight it

This week the fund received a total
£32 .75, bringing the May total so far to:

£344.47.
It's not enough. We need much more.
Our thanks this week to;

T M Hill £5, J Waskett £1.60, Finsbury Park SW
supporter 40p, T Musgrove £1.30, Anon £5,
Tower Hamlets IS £3 Hulme IS, West Manchester
£2.50, Mid-Herts 1§ £3, SW supporter,
Wolyerhampton £2.80, Cerditf SW readers 60p.
WYork 1S £1.25, Central London collection £3.20,
Anon £2, Caroline Conway £1,

) Send your donations and collec-

tions to: Socialist Workers
Fighting Fund, 8 Cottons Gar-
dens, London E2.
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SCARCELY a week ago the
entire British press got
worked up over the human
tragedy at Udine in Northern
Italy. They shed many tears
about those killed by the
earthquake and those left

behind, the homeless
refugees.
This week these same

newspapers turned their attention
to another group of homeless
refugees, 61 Asians from Malawi.

But their arrival 'at Lonhdon's
Heathrow Airport wasn't the signal for
sympathy. It was the signal for another
round in the hysterical campaign to
persuade working people that other
working people (with black or brown
skins) are responsible for their
problems, not the employers.

BBC Radio News handled the story in
typical fashion. Can we squesgze them in
to this overcrowded island?" demanded
the newsreader. The obvious implica-
tion was that it simply couldn’t be done.

Well, Socialist Worker has news for
BBC Radio and for all those issuing this
barrage of propaganda. There's plenty
of room.

Violence

This ‘overcrowded island’ isn’t over-
crowded at all. It's only the poor
working-class areas that are crowded

There's a stack of room on the Duke of
Devonshire's huge estates in England,
for example.

You could fit any number of extra
people on Lord Douglas-Home’s huge
holdings in the border lands of
Scotland.

And literally no one lives on Lord
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Vestey's 50,000-acre estate in
Scotland. He keeps it free of people so
he can indulge in his favourite form of
violence, shooting down defenceless
ammals.

A recent survey for the Royal
Commission on the Distribution
of Wealth discloses the following
scandal: Two per cent of the
population own an unbelievable
72 per cent of all land values in
Britain,

The same two per cent also hold onto
as many houses as they can. So many
people own two, three and even four
houses, that there are in Britain
something like 800,000 fully-furnished
homes standing empty.

This is to say nothing of the empty
office blocks and hotel rooms.

In a properly organised scciety there
would be plenty of living room for all the
prasent population and many maore
besides. But, claim those poisoned by
race, if there's enough room, there
aren’t enough jobs.

Yet immigrants do not cause un-
employment. They do not sack workers
to boost profits.

They did not push through the
closures and redundancies at Leyland,
Chrysler, Norton Villiers. on the buses
and railways, in the docks. The govern-
ment and the employers did. Among
those most concerned to- destroy jobs

WHERE AFTER 26 MAY?

ON Wednesday tens of th}ough

pickets,

must be only with the

thousands of workers
will be taking action
against unemployment,
the cuts and the Healey
wage deal. It towns
where there are no
worktime stoppages
and demonstrations,
many workers will be
expressing their anger
in other ways—through
lunchhour  meetings,

through leafletting their
workmates.
What next in the struggle?

The next key date should
be 16 June, the day of the
Special Trades Union Con-
gress, the day when union
leaders Jones, Scanlon,
Basnett and Murray hope
finally to push through their
deal with Healey.

It is vital that the deal does
not go through. If it does, it

pulest protest, a protest
that can give heart to the
first groups of workers who
find themselves fighting it.

The National Right to
Work Campaign ‘has .called
for a lobby of the Special
TUC in London on Wednes-
day 16 June. We urge all our
readers to ensure that their
trade union bodies and
stowards’ committeas send
delegations to that lobby,
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of room!

E 800,000 HOUSES EMPTY, FOR A START

are the same newspaper owners who
now try to blame immigrants.

In Glasgow, for instance, there is
virtually no black population. But in
Glasgow 40,000 people are on the dole
this month, In Belfast, or Derry, where
there are no black faces at all, un-
employment is even higher.

Unemployment in Britain was at
its worst in the 1930s. There was
then no immigration at all to
Britain. Unemployment was at its
lowest in the 1950s, when im-
migration was relatively high.

The way to fight unemploymentis not
to blame immigrants. That can only
divert you from a real struggle against
those who push through the sackings.

More Wealth

Hundreds of thousands of jobs could
be created tomorrow by a real fight for
the 35-hour week. Hundreds of
thousands would follow if overtime
working were stopped,

In a society based upon real socialist
planning, for need rather than the profit
motive, unemployment would dis-
appear forever and every extra worker
would be welcomed as providing a
source of more wealth for the com-
munity as a whole.

It's for these reasons that Socialist
Worker unconditionally supports the
right of the Malawi Asians to come 10
this country. There is plenty of room and
there is plenty of useful work to be done.

To think otherwise, to give even one
fraction of an inch to the racialists is to
deliver yourself bound and gagged to
the real villizns of the present crisis.
Those are the people with wealth and
power, the 2 per cent who own 72 per
cent of the land values and 50 per cent
of all the wealth in what is kindly
referred to as_‘our’ country,

ADVERTISEMENT

RIGHT TO WORK CAMPAIGN
RANK AND FILE ORGANISING
COMMITITLEE

LOBBY THE
SPECIAL
TUC CONGRESS

JUNE 16TH

NO TUC DEAL WITH
HEALEY

Wednesday |6th June, 9.30am
CENTRAT HALL. WESTMINSTER
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KILLINGS

POLICE
MOVE BY

LABOUR
STARTS__

NORTHERN IRELAND'S
most violent weekend for
nionths  resulted  directly
from recent changes in
security strategy here which
were certain to intensify the
war. The reaction of Tory—
and  many  Lubour—MPs
has been to demand s further
escnlation.

The spate of killings
followed Northern lreland
Seeretary  Merlyn  Rees'
much-publicised decision to
‘assert the primacy of the
police in matters of law and
order’. that is. to have the
Royal Ulster Constabulary
take over some of the
military jobs done since 1969
hy the army.

With good reason,
Catholies here see the RUC
as a hated symbol of sec-
tarian Orange domination.
Ten days ago the Provo
paper Republican  News
threatened "a long  hot
summer for the RUC Il Rees
thrust 1them back into the
front line,

It began at the weekend,
followed by the inevitable
reactions  -and  counter-
reactions.

Shot

In 48 hours five RUCmen
were killed by the IRA. Five
Catholics were killed in no-
warning pub bombings. One
Protestant scems to have
died in an infernal Loyalist
dispute. Two Protestants
were shot dead in retaliation
for the pub deaths,

The Tories' reaction in
parliament on Monday was
10 call for ‘a new combined
anti-terrorist  force’ com-
prising units of the army, the
RUC und the Loyalist-
dominated Ulster Defence
Regiment. A sort of extra-
special SAS.

This would he the biggest
single esealation to date. The
rate of killing would rocket,
But far from rejecting it out
of hand, the Labour goyern-
ment has been wavering.

Indeed. units of the UDR
are in England and at the
moment for full-time
training—which seems to
suggest that Rees has some
new role in mind for them,

By staving in Northern
Ircland, Britain is simply
dragging the war endiessly
¢dn. The longer Britain
remains, the touder will be
the eall for ‘special forees’
and for handing over more
and more power (o military
men, The only way 1o stop
this and (0 move towards
peace is for Labour lo
announce that Britain s

getting out of Ireland.

EAMONN McCANN




Third jury gives police a blood

AFTER a two-day trial, a London jury
unanimously acquitted four young
week —the

| L that the
Metropolitan Police have had such a

black men of affray last
third time running

bloody nose.

Atthe Carib Clubtrial it took a se
o convicl just two out of tw
‘charges against all ten at the

cond jury
elve. The
Stockwell

clared.

seven from T

Tube trial were thrown out. Now four out of
he Swan disco have been

In each case everything is peaceful
untit suddenly masses of police with

truncheons drawn and dogs storm in, They

are chasing a

answering a false alarm or just happen to
be there having a drink S

Spontaneously and without cause, Say

thief (never found} or
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Pepie comin out of their homes to join the march, which swelled o 20

HUNDREDS of Asians and
West Indians joined the march
against the National Front as it
passed through Handsworth in

Birmingham last Saturday.

The muarch grew from 1000 at the
beginning to more than 2000 by the
time it reached Winson Green, People
came out of their homes and shops to

march for their rights,

In spite of the pouring rain, the mood was
The march ended at
waste ground near Winson Green Prison
Rabert Relf, the fascist, who whs jarled for
breaking the Race Relations Act by refusing to
sell his house ta blacks, had been moved from
Winson Green to Stafford Prison the day
befare indn attempt to take the steam out of the
anti-Tascist march. Relf is a former member of
the National Front and the Ku Klux Klan,

proud. happy, confident

Nevertheless, 700 fascist
National Front supporters
including Front leaders An-
drew Fountaine and Martin
Webster staged  a picket
outside the prison, They were
protected by two liney of
police—each three deep at
times.

When the march ended. the
frustration of the hlack youths
reached bréaking point.

Insult

Ihe police blocked the road
to their West Indian Federa-
tion Club, which National
Front members had paraded
in front of all week. The police
also refused Asian kids who go
through there on Saturdays
for language classes permis-
$10n to enter,

This insult was just too
much. The blacks couldn’t
get into their own club which
the National Front had been
able to pass all week, Bricks
and stones from the waste
ground flew through the air,

Eventually the police agreed

to allow anyone who wanted'

into the Club to go in, if the
crowd broke up and walked
around the block to get there.

Bul as people went to do
this, they were charged by
police on horses. The police
charged not once. but twice,
with batons swinging.

Grab

Then came more charges by
police on foot. Then police on
motoreycles ran through the
crowd.  These atfacks were
unprovoked. People were
moving off peacefully,

Ihen they started picking

people off, grabbing them out
of the march without any.
reason, Even when the march
reached the park and people
were locating friends they had
been separated from in fhe
chaos, police came into the:
park to grab more,
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Two police—one

march disperses

28 people were arrested,

Police took fingerprints and
photographs  of all those
charged. They refused taallow
them out on bail if they
wouldn't agree to this,

We have reports that one
West Indian was burned with
matches and threatenced with a
large office stapler. An Asian
was beaten and his right eye
was injured.

The conflice was caused by
provocation. First hy the
National~ Front, who have
paraded their racism up and
down the streets of Bir-
mingham this week. Then by
the police who attacked the
march.

A defence committee with
representatives  from  black
and white organisations in
Handsworth, was set up on
Sunday morning,

2 Support to: Handsﬁonh
28 Defence Commitiee, c/o

a woman in
plainclothes—grab a demon strator as the & e —
. Mounted police baton-charge demonstrators

o

Lozell's Social and
Development Club, 1Finch
Road, Handsworth, Bir-
mingham 19 "

WHAT WE'RE
UP AGAINST

‘BLACK immigrants come
and are dependent on the
treacle stick—the Social
Security —for keeping
alive. We need to call a halt
to immigration to give us
time to review the situation
and see where we are going
wrong.'

No. that isn't FEnoch
Powell's latest outhurst. It
isn't a quote from Spearheard,
the N=utional Front's
magazine.

the police, they are attacked, Bottles are
and the most

thrown, knives brandished
bloadeurdling threats made

The public were in fear of their live
) S, sa
the police. Yet the public are suspiciousr;
absent from aving any evidence. In the
Stockwell Tube case the one member of the

In the Swan case
as a police witnes
thing that the defer

Day by da
acts as a co

public, suppesedly a representative of the i

dozens terrorised destroyed the i
20, police
tase when she said that it was the police
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It's a statement from
William  Jarvis, Laboar
Councillor, chairman of the
West Midlands. County Coun-
cil, and president of Bir-
mingham Trades Council.

His sickening racist “policy
to solve unemployment’ was
inspired by the swing to the
Tories in the recent couireil
elections

Resign

The Birmingham District
Labour Party, the Coventry
Borough - Lahour Party and
the West Midlands Labour
Party Conference have all
condemned Jarvis' statement,

Colin Gurney, a Coventry
Labour councillor, told
Socialist Worker:

I wouldnt ask him - to
resign. 1| would make Kim
resign. W's appalling, To me
that’s not  Labour Party
policy, For a man in that

hope.

position % make such .a
statement—he’s chairman of
the county Labour Party—it's
disturbing.

‘What annoys me more is
that the’ Labour Party doesn’t
do anything about it, When
the fascists marched through
Coventry before the by-
election, there was a counter-
demonstration. There was just
me from the Coventry Labour
Party—and  about ten or
twelve Young Socialists. That
was all we could muster.

TI  stand shoulder to
shoulder  with the blacks.
That's what I'm in the Labour
Party for. and if they dont
fight racialism, Fll be out.

“This afternoon the West
Midlands Labour Party con-
ference passed a2 motion un-
animously against immigra-
tion confrols. Racism only
divides us in an economic
crisis.

who started it,

Y nose-four cleared

The three-deep row . po!iée that protected the 70
National Front members outside the prison

Police attack as
blacks join march
against Front

REPORT: Jenny Jackson PICTURES: Dave Evans (IFL)

P

. the one civilian called
§ did not see a single
dants were accused of.

y the ‘heayy’ side of the.police
ns{fagt. reprs_}ssvon on the black
S ot Britain, Three juries on the
tfrot have seen through the lips. There s

Y

RIGH110
~ WORK
MOVE
AGAINST

———— " FASCISTS

THE Blackburn Right to
Work Committee respond-
ed quickiy to the election of
twa members of the fascist
National Party to the local
council last week.

Iheir meeting was attended
by 120 warkers, most of them
black, They heard Les Kay
and Balwinder Singh spell out
the dangers to the whole
working<class movemeal ol
the  National Party's racist
policies.

I'wo local shops stewards
from factories with delegates
to the Right to Work Com-
mittee were invited to speak.
But onc, Stuart, Walsh, u
Labour Party candidate and
convenor ul Crown  Paint
cried off under pressure from
his shop stewards

He told the Lancashire
Evening  Telegraph:  “They
wanted nothing to do with a
smear camprigh against the
Natwnal Party. The Right to
Wark Commitiee should-—he
nan- poliitical.”

Catholic

But ~ Terry Ml  deput
ehauption of Whithread's joir
shop  stewirds  committec,”
spoke 1 a persopal capacity
shout  his  cxperiences: in
Northern  leeland., As a
Citholie; he understood and
had witnessed the damage that
discrimination causcs to any
warking-class fight for jobs

All that week the Right to
Wark Committee and’ sup
porters had heen leatletting
and flvposting. They had got
posters in pll the Asian shops
and held impromptu  street
mcetings,  The lealléts—in
English and Urdu —explained
the, dangers of the National
Party and the reasans fot
orgamsing a bght back,

Much al the delegate sup-
part for the Right to Wark
Caommittee from shop
slewardy  commitiees  and
Labour Partics is wavering.

Racism
But ‘as Paul Whittaker 4 )

unemployed hospital worke,
the secretary tald Socialist
Workes: ‘For me and the
unempioyved workers on the
committee, the Right to Work
Committee will stand or fall
an this guestion, Because the
light against racism, although
a difficult one. is an integral
part of the campaign and fight
back for jobs.

Ihe Pukistani  Workers
Association and the Indian
Workers  Association  are
meeting this week to decide
whether to affiliate’ ta 1he
Right to Wark Campaign, It’s
hoped 1o leaffet the whole
town and start a petition
calling for a demonsteation

CORRECTION: The ad-
dress of the Manningham
Defendants Fund is 41
Athol Road, Bradford,

KK kK Lets Do It Again! Y & o © ¢

AME

BENEFIT DANCE

(Proceeds to launch the eight page Flame)

The HIGH FLAME

(Formerly the Young Groovers, Straightt from their smash hit

at Skegness)

PLUS The latest in Soul and Reggae Soundy

laaturlngA
MAFIA DOWNBEAT Hi FI

SATURDAY, JUNE 12; 8pm till Midnight

Camden Town Hall, London,
nearest tube Kings Cross

Late Bar, Tickets: 80p Advance, £1 on the door
Flame, 8 Cottons Gardens, London E2 8DN

12 8.8 8.8 08806820 o




“THERE’S your tea money, and your bus fare—and

here’s your union dues.

‘Don’t forget lad, the first thing you've got to do is join the
ETU. t's a strong union—that's why | want you to be an

electrician’,

Billy Williams still remembers this advice from his father as
he set off to to the local Co-op in Mountain Ash in the South
Wales valleys to serve an apprenticeship as an electrician.

That was 20 years ago. This- month he is standing for
secretary of the EETPU, the electricians’ and
<plumbers’ union. 'l scon found out that it wasn’t all that strong

eneral

a union even then’ he says.

‘And it's getting worse all the time, because of the way it's
run. I'm standing to change the union the only wa

changed—from the bottom up’.

BILLY WILLIAMS went
to work first as a face
electrician, then as a miner,

in the pits around
Aberdare.

In 1969 he went to work at
the huge Heath Hospital

complex in Cardiff, where,
before long, «he was elected
shop steward.

‘I had my first taste of ETU
officials when 1 was there! he
says. ‘Some lads came up from
Ottery 51 Mary in Devon,
I'hey were on strike in a
switghgear factory.

‘I immediately blacked all
switchgear and went (0 see my
area official, He adyised me to
write to Frank Chapple. our

weneral secretary, I did that—
o-d  Chapple  wrote  back
adyising me to consult my area
official”

Billy Williams went on to &
series of jobs in the contrac-
ting industry. At the huge
Buglan Bay petrochemical
complex, he rapidly became
EETPU convenor, and started
to ‘clean up the site’

‘We orginised across con
tractors and across trades. We
really controlled the place:
proper safety regulations were
enforced, no redundancies
were allaowed, and so on

Atrocious

In 1972, he moved to the big
Infand Revenue tax computer
centre site. in Cardiff. Con-
ditions were atrocious. Trade
union organisation  hardly
existed, Within davs he was
elected shop steward

Within  weeks, he was
leading an occupation and
strike for fitted chin straps on
safety helmets. ‘The helmets
were useless without straps,’
he says. "Very dangerous, But
the union sent down an ex-
ecutive member to tell me that
the strike was ridiculous.

“I'henthey sent a bloke from
the Joint Industry Board. He
told me I had no chance. We
stayed out on strike for [l
weeks.

*We got the chin straps. And
workers on construction sites
all over Cardiff got the straps
too,’

In 1973, Billy got astartona
pickle line which was being
built at the Ebbw Vale
steelworks,

~‘T'd been out of work a long
time -after the IRO business,’
says Billy, ‘and I was really
glad 1o be on the tools again. |
was  working really hard,
harder than I'd ever worked
before:

The picker line af Royal Mint site,

r'yit can be

Bitlly Willlams {right) confronts Jim Catlaghan when the Cardlff eleciricians
blacked out his visit with Kissinger ax part of their wages action.

Cardiff, where a nine-week sivike won reinstatement when the stewards committee was sacked.

But Billy Williams (centre) was then victimised, with the agreement of local union officials,

secretary Ken Morgan

‘Well, they sent this
engineer, Wyman, to super-
vise me. He took pleasure
from sacking people and
ordering them around.

‘He comes up to me and tells
me that I'm not working hard
enough, I exploded. I'm afraid
[ couldn’l repeat what I said to
him (not far print anyway) but
I went on at him for about ten
minutes,

Laughing
*He looked terrified, 1don't
think a worker had ever

spoken back to him before,

*As [ went on, the whole line
stapped, There were elec-
tricians and riggers laughing
and cheering. So this Wyman,
he savs: “I'm off to get you
sacked.” And | said: “"Go on,
you silly little man, see how far
it gets you.”

*And he strode off down the
line, with the men all watching
him. Half way down, he turns
round and shouts; “Ali right, |
apologise, But watch your
tongue.”  And  evervbody

Bilty Williams (centre) among electricians lobbying |

laughed.’

Within weeks HBilly
Williams was a steward, “We
won the lot. Good pay, and,
abave all, good salety con-
ditions. Plenty of protective
clothing. Very few accidents.”

In 1974, Billy was taken on

THE UGLY FACE
OF CHAPPLE'S

and how o
change

as an clectrician by Cardifi
City Counctl. ‘When | got my
first pav ship, L couldn’t believe
it," he says. ‘It was for £25!

‘There had never been a
strike by corporation elec-
tricians 1 Cardiff, The con-
venor. a4 bloke known as
Lenny the Lion, came to see
me. He shouted at me: *You
can’'t get a strike here, vou
know. These people are just
dummics, they're sheep.™

‘I said no onc had men-
nuomad & Arde ver, Bul £75 a
week was ndienlons:

‘Anvway, befare long the
lads in Scotland and Leeds
started to take action. The lads
in Cardiff started to get
interested, Before lang, we did
have a steike: one of the best
I've ever known,

“We stopped the NLJ con-
ference in- Cardiff and we
pulled out the plugs on the
telly when Kissinger came to
get the Freedom of Cardifl
trom his friend Jim Callaghan,

‘We were out 14 weeks—
and we won the lot. Pay went
up from £29 basic to £54 basic,
and there were all sorts of
other gains.’

EETPU Rank and File National

Meeting

No TUC deal with Healey

Build a fighting Rank and File
Speakers include Billy Williams {Rank
and File candidate for EETPU general
secretary} and Jim Atkinson {Rank and
File candidate, EC Division No 8),
Chairman; George Kelly (EETPU

convenor, Glasgow)

Saturday 12 June 2pm—5pm
Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, WC1

{Holborn tube)

.

At Baglan Bay, | join-
ed the Communijst Par-
ty. | worked hard in the
party for a couple of
years. But | found it was
full of old people telling
us what to do.

attempt to
Liaison Committee for
the Defence of Trade
Unions in Cardiff. |
couldn't find any
fighting spifit in the
Communist Party.

| joined the Inter-
national Socialists, and
that's full of fighters. |
say in my election
address I'm in the IS.

I'm proud of it.

NEW RANK AND FILE PAMPHLET
5p a copy, plus 7p postage. More than 10 copies post free
Orders to 265a Seven Sisters Road, London N4

places:
10am

10.45am
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Why I'm
standing

for EETPU
secretary

WHY is Billy Williams standing for EETPU

general secretary?

‘Well. I've noticed everywhere I've beén that it iy possible to
organise people and fight for better conditions, I've always been
amazed how workers change when they see a chance of acting

themselves.

“‘That convenor at Cardiff
called his workers"dummies™.
And as long as you think
they're dummies, of course
nothing ever gets done. But
those “dummies” soon showed
that they could stop a whole
city,

‘It changed their lives, and it
even changed the convenor.
He was one of the best strike
committee members!

‘Everywhere I've heen, the
workers have taken action to
protect themselves from some
of the worst bosses in business.
And everywhere I've been that
protection has been won in
spite of trade union officials.
The officials here either ig-
nored the disputes, or actively
intervened against them.

‘Some people say we can do
without our union, But that's
just not true,

‘We need the union more
and more, We need the
solidarity which a pational
union organisation gives us,
We huve to concentrate. on.
changing our union.

Dummies

‘The present leadership of
the wnion would be really
happy if there weren't any
members, just 400,000 dum-
mies paving subscriptions.

“T'hey ve done everything in
their power to cut the
membership off from the
union: amalgamating
branches. putting off elec-
tions, casteating the con-
ference. and so on.

COACHES for the meeting will
be travelling from the following

CARDIFF: Leaves Central Bus Station,
NEWPORT: Leaves Transport House,

SOUTH LONDON: Leaves Brixton 8am
NORTH LONDON: Leaves Kings

Cross /St Pancras Road, 8.30am

6.30pm.

GLASGOW: Leaves Goerge Square,

BILLY
WILLIAMS
talks to
PAUL FOOT

officials in the whole union are
ever elected? 1 stand for
electing the lot=—and I'm
against banning Communists
from office.’

Why wasn’t Billy suppor-
ting executive member Harold
Best against Chapple in the
elections?

‘Well, P'll tell vou a story to

i explain that.' he said, ‘During
the lacal authority dispute, we

i pot stewnrds together from all

over the couniry to lobby

Chapple at Hayes Court.

I ‘Speaking to Chapple at

| that time I could tell from the
look in his eves that he was
wondering who these people
were, He'd never seen them
before in his life.

‘He loves debating with his
known opponents on the left,

professional opposition-men.

wtiagse  people  were
different, young rank and file

militants who had no respeet
for him at all, who treated him
as an equal and demanded
action from him.

‘I could .see he was wary
about it. It was something
entirely new,’

‘Now, these are the people
I'm representing in the elec-
tion: the people who want to
change the union from the
bottom up. For far too long,
the left have tried to change it
from the top.

‘I don't expect to touch
Chapple in the vote. But | do
expect, through this election,
to make lots of contacts and to
start the argument about who
controls the union.'

Do vou realise that only 16 [ the Flashlight candidates. the
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Why unemployment?

-

‘CALLAGHAN strategy argument vsed by Callaghan. Now words like ‘the City' olr ‘the hulv("!.(’wlbvpe’:fil;z.' r:ze- alru:h. 0o

‘rushes left’ said the ‘In a speech designed 1o echo in the markets” have a nice impersonal ring <1 us be absolutely clear about it.
”uq“,“ "'ll?h eft e g City and the foreign currency markets,  about them. That is why they are used. There is no God-given rule or "natural
hcadlnqc. ne story. m e. Mr Cullaghan opened the meeting by "Yast impersonal forces’ was the law® which says that there must be mass
Guardian. was about how saving that, to avoid wncertainty at phrase a historian coined for thissort of unrmplovmm! inflation, real pay cuts

dismal Jim had persuaded the  home or abroad, hie must make it clear and the ruination of the public services.
Labour Party NEC to throw that  the povernment’s economic
g% 75 ? - pad ) strategy remained as announced by
ous RO p(')|lt‘_} pro.pnsals.lhat himself and the Chancellor.

the Guardian's editor disap- Z N

proved of. I'he City

They were the usual sort of ~ ‘

thing—expansion of public ser- Do vou remenber Ted Heath and hix

thing. You are supposed to think that
you can no moreé do anything about
them than you can Stop the sun rising
and setfing.

It is all codswallop. of course. If
Cullaghan had said ‘we are being held
up to ransom by a bunch of profiteers
and my policies are designed to ensure

Planned
choice of

It is the deliberate
Callaghan, Healey, Foot and the
rest of them. Butthere isanother

l

' " : P ‘Who  Governs  Britain'  campaign”  thal nothing is done to upset these There i$ unother choice open. It is the
; choice open z Wb and '_h’“ "l,d pate‘nl m?d:c";‘:‘ Well, mow we know Wwho governs  pirates. well. even the Labour Party choice of u planned econonty based on
: = wide-ranging import controls, Britain—"the City amd the foreign NEC might have boggled a bit, production for use, not profit, and the

We have all these things because it is
the deliberate choice of Callaghan,
Healey, Foot and the rest of them that
we should have them.

CUrrency markeds’! fullest utilisation of all availahle

What «is really interesting is the

DID YOU KNOW THIS MAN IS
APRACTISNG

WHAT MAKES Robert Relf, the
man jailed for displaying the sign
below, a folk hero and the £600-a-

week Asians hate figures? The answer,

in case vou didn't- know,

is the

racialism of the British press and TV.

Amid all the turore abaut

luxury enjoved by the Asians,

the five-star
which

newspaper or TV bulietin informed you of

the fact that they were allow

ed by social

security only 23p a head for each meal?

TRUE BLUE

And. more important
newspaper or TV bulletin ga

ly. which
ve the facts

about Mr Trug Blue Englishman Relf? The
not uninteresting fact, for instance. that he

is a practising Nazi?

Twelve wvears ago, Relf
was Jailed for three months
when he refused 1o pava fine
imposed  for  daubing
racialist slogans on walls in
Warwick. }

He wasthenamemberof
Colin  Jordan's  National
Socialist Movement, hut lett
when they failed to help him
over his jail sentence.

A vear kater, in 1965, he
was back in jail. this time for
aiding and abelting the
wearing of uniforms of a
political  organisation  the
Ku Klux Klan,

VOICE

A tape recording exisis of
a Klan meeting in Britain
airended by Relf and his
wife, Sadie,

Mrs Relf’s hysterical voice
can he heard sereaming for
‘the nigeers to be drven up
the chimneyvs.'

Relf's third jail
senlence —Lwo years and:
nine  months—iollowed.

his flirtation with theKlan..
Thistime he was convicted
for an attack on an Indian
shop.

FEW

Meanwhile, after a spell
with the National Front, he
is aiming to get back mlo
organised politics

He has applied to join (Iu
British Movement, the
successor to the Natienal !
Socialist Movement.

Few of these facts have
been publicised by the Press |
or TY. Those that have did ,
not get the ‘scandal’ treat-
ment meted out 1o the

JAsians. |

Which is a fair indication
of where our ‘impartial’
media stand on the question )

of racialism. , . !

i

NAZI?
FNOT,
WHY N

5

.

G A ;
Robert Relf: he s applodd to jom the Nazi Brmsh Movement

‘Stockpile of tricks

THE ANNUAL report of
the London Brick Campany
makes interesting reading.

By December 1974, with
the building industry first to
be hit by the recession, LBC
hiad built up a stockpile of
360 milhon bricks.

They reacted swiftly by
sacking  several  hundred
brickmakers and closing
down the aldest waorks.

Alter a vear of such beh

SACRIFICE...

0 JAMES Beattie, chair-
man of Beatties depart-
ment stores, lets
shareholders in on the
secret of who isresponsi-
ble for unemployment.
In his company’s an-
nual report, he says: ‘|
hope that those who
succeed in pushing up
certain salary rates far
beyond the level inflation
waill accept a good deal of
responsibility for today’s

ployment )
Diractors of Beatties,

including that other ex-
pert on the causes of
unemployment, the Rt.
Hon. Edward du Cann
MP, paid themselves
£55,621 last year.

James Beattie gave
himself a pay riseof £30 a
week on the previous
year, taking his salary to
£322 a week.

The average pay for the
2,000 workers in Beat-
tie's storeswas £29.23 a
wEek

tightening and self sacrifice
on the part of the manage-
ment, we find chairman Sir
Ronald Stewart declanng
that 1975 had been ‘an
exciting and rewarding year’
and  announcing  record
profits of £9,791,000 —a £7
million  increase on  the
previous vear

Dismay

Earlier in the year, the
company had  won a
penerous price increase from
that paper tiger of the Social
Cantract. the Price Commis-
sion.

To Sir Ronald's dismay,
the rises ‘were higher than
they atherwise need have
been’, because of inflation,
and ‘manthly profit margins
were swollen by mounting
stock profits.'

Even more interesting is
the use LBC is making of this
windfall, thesc ‘exceptional
profits’. The charitable Sir
Ronald’s mind, it seems.
turned to utilising LBC's
‘expertise’ in ‘assisting . the
countrics of the Middle
East”

And what better place than

Jran, with its‘celative stabili-

1y’ its “snitable brickmaking-
clays’ . , . political repres-
sion, secrel police and feudal
ruler?

LBC is putting £3%
million into  building a
brickworks there, hoping to
make @ further profit from
the sale ol specialist
machinery  from  LBCs
workshops here.

Sir Ronald even has the
cheek to conclede his report
hy rhanking’ his emplovees
for their ‘hard work and
loyal support’ and advising
them that 'the hard lesson’to
be learnt is ‘that the fortunes
ol employer and employee
are intimately Jinked".

MIKE GARNER

CWITHOUT COMMENT:
British vegetable growers
are deliberately destroting
crops of spring greens and
cauliflowers because of
falling prices.

—from the Western Mail,
14May

If he had said this though, he would
Al

COLUMN

It's a
free
country,
isn't it?

~! FURTHER evidence of
the build up of police
intelligence against trade
unionists and socialists

comes to hand from
Bietchiey,
Buckinghamshire.

A recant march

agains! the public sector
cuts was accompanied by
a plain-clothes policeman,
who photographed
everyone on it.

Such procedures are
now routine for .all
Britain’s police forces.
Photos are passed to the
Special Branch, who then
supply the local police with
matching information
briefs so that, in future
strikes and
demonstrations, ‘the
ringleaders' can be readily
identified and dealt with,

[l THIRTEEN Russian
bureaucrats have been
jailed in Moscow after a
trial heard how they used
£250,000 of state
money to build palatial
quarters by the Volga
river where they wined
and dined off vodka and
caviare and had sex with
specially imported

-~ 'hostesses’.

Funny that: if Russia’s
socialist, and the workers
control the state, how
come 13 state officials
can appropriate so much
mazooma . . .

[ SPARE a thought,
please, for Raquel Welch.
She had to hump ten
suitcases to her hotel
room last week when she
arrived in Cannes to find
the uppity waiters, porters
and maids were on strike.
This i1s belteved to ba the
first useful work she has
done in her life

~ CIT IS with a feeling of

nger and cynicism that |
tegard the developments
Rhodesia. Here we
ve the spectacle of a
itish government

"British (White) control in
that' country by any
means possible.

—from & letter to the
Gwent Gazette by T 8Bryn
Jones, secretary of the
Abertillery branch of Plaid
Cymru, the well-known
‘feft-wing’ Welsh
nationalist party

[0 THE LONDON Evening
News recently ran a lear-
jerking article on the plight
of poor little rich children
who have to adjust to
spartan Britain after en-
joying the Good Life in the
Gulf States,

It included these
memorahle lines: “Another
worried mother, Mrs Jan
Wood, insists that her
eight-year-old son always
travels economy class on
aircraft,

‘He expeacts to fly first-
class but |insist thatwe fly
sconamy to show him his
life 1sn't one of continuous
privilege,' said Mrs Wood,
whose husband Derek is
the Barclays manager in
Dubai,’

Oh, the strain of being
an economy-class parent .

[0 'THE government
“"won'' the General
Strike by the ruthless
exploitation of its
propaganda
advantage.'—from
Labour Weekly, 7-May.
Funny, we always
thought it won because of
the spineless leaders of
the TUC. Just shows you
how wrong you can be .

L FORTY-TWO out of
every 100 working-class
mothers in city &areas
suffer from psychiatric
disturbances, according
1o a report published last
week. The rate is higher
still among women
whose children are under
five years old.
Meanwhile, the- Labour
government cuts back on
nursery schools . .

. sn mingly determined to '
“ ‘._d the destruction of

FeSOUrCes.

Socialist planning would
abolish unemployment at a
stroke and so greatly in-
crease what is available for
use.

It would control prices
and expand welfare.

The capitalist press, TV
and.  radio, government
ministers and ‘opposition’
spokesmen all play the same
record,

Unemployment. culs and
reductions in living stan-
dards are necessary and
inevitable they say.

Well, <o they are. if vou
aqecepr that the capitaliss
Nvstem must be preserved at
all coses,

Invest

But only if youaecept that
capitalism is sacrosanct.

We are told that profits
must be increased so tha
cupitulists have °‘the incen-
tive' (o invest.

Fhat's right—if muking
capitalism work is your aim.
And then pay must he cut,in
real  terms.  and  fewer
resources  allocated to
health, housing, education
and so on. 2

Bur Wiy do we need the
capitulisis?

Profits are the dilference
hetween the value of what
workers produce and what
they are paid.

Legal

The capitalists get profits
because, under capitalism,
they have u legal title to the
surplus weaith produced by
others, hy thg workers,

Take over industry and
run it according to a plan,
democratically decided, and
the capitalist  disappears
along with his-legal right to
the fruits of other men’s
Inhour.

‘The city —the in-
stitutions, not the place—
simply disappears as well.

Surely it can’t he assimple
as  that? It isn’t.  The
economic problem is simple
enough.

The problem is political;
how to getf the profiteers and
their Labour lieutenants off
ovur bucks. Of which, more
later.

RIGHT TO
WORK
SOCIAL
Friday 21 May. Kentish
Town  Students  Union,
Narth  London ' Poly
{nearest  tube  Kentish
Town). Bar extension, Al
proceeds to the Defence
Fund
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THE BARBARIC
Chilean Junta has a
network of spies
operating in Britain, it
was revealed this
week.

They are being paid by
the Chilean Embassy in
London to hunt out
refugees from the regime
which has already
murdered an estimated
40,000 of its enemies,

One spy told ITV's London
Programme on Sunday how
he had been paid to
photograph  opponents  of
Chilean fascism, to steal Chile
Solidarity Campaign
documents and to cause dis-
turbances on demonstrations

But the Chileans are not the
only dgents operating in Lon-
don. The Guardian proved
last weekend that the South
African Embassy was trving to
blackmuil a prominent, but
unnamed, pabtician,

Agents far the Smith regime -
in Rhodesia have alsa been
active,  trving to o recront
soldicrs ta fight apainst the
black liberation movements.

Nothing

The response of the Labour
;,mvrrnmcnt nas h;';‘l] 10 1ssue
statements sayving that it has

. been “watching developments’

aind  then doing next to
nothing,
But  then this week's

revelations have not
hega all that new,

Twa years ago, the Sunday
I'mmes showed that the lranian
Embassy was ‘trying 1o
blackmail Eli Povey, an lra-
nian girl Bving in Britain. into
spying for them. The Labour
government  ignored the
mutier.

And it has been proved time
and time again that there are
dozens of ClA  agenls
operating in London, But the
government has done nothing

When foreign dictators and
torturers come Lo London, the
government  will  spend
thousands of pounds feting
them, 1t will use thousands of
police to protect them from
demonstrators,

But when these dictators
employ spies to threaten their
appanents, the government
chooses 1o look the other way

really

unta spies

“at work

1n Britain

THE REAL nature of Israel. The
funeral on Sunday of 17-year-
old Nina Nabussi, a Palestinian
girl. She was standing outside
her home in Nablus in the
Israeli-occupied West
when lIsraeli troops shot her
dead. On Monday the whole of

neighbouring

Bank, Palestinians

the West Bank showed its anger
with a general strike. Butitis not
only the Israeli setllers who are
attacking the Palestinians. In

and
Lebanese are now under attack.

Lebanon,
left wing

THE LEFT’ CHOICE
-A RIGHT-WINGER!

PORTUGAL'S political
parties have got themselves
into . the most amazing
contortions over the
presidential election due at
the end of June.

The self-proclaimed partiex
of the left. the Socialist Party
and the Communist Party,
won a mujority in last month's
parliamentary elections. But
the Socialist Party, under US
pressure, is not prepared to
form # goyernment dependent
on Communist support.

It wants to govern alone,
und hopes that the presidential
election will provide it with the
chance,

But it is not standing its own
candidate. That, it helieves,
would be (oo left-wing a thing
to do.

Purged

Instead it is supporting a
candidate first proposed by
the parties of the right—
General Eanes. head of the
armed forces.

Eanes is officially ‘non-
political’. But he made his
name as leader of the right
wing troops who purged’'the
Jeft from the army after 25
November last year,

That is why the right will be
quite happy if he is president.

They believe he could well
end up heading a  purely
military regime that would
destroy the power of the
workers” committees and the
unions.

The Communist Party is
upset by the Socialist Party’s
support of Eanes, It would
have preferred joint support
for another military figure,
such as the present president,
Costa Gomes, who was also
instrumental in smashing the
feft in the armed forces,

But that does not mean the
CP is opposing Eanes. On the
contrary. the CP leadership
has said it will only support “a
candidate who can win',

And so it looks as if it, too,

is going to end up supporting 4
right winger, Eanes.
___That's where the politics of
the parliamentary road leads
peaple who think they are
fighting for socialism!
O SUPPORTERS of the
parlinmentary, road have
diluted their politics beyond
belief in Italy as well. Next
month’s elections could be the
most important since the war.
The Socialist and Com-
munist Parties are likely to get
a combined majoity, which
could end the stranglehold of
the major capitalist party. the
corrupt Christian Democrats,
But vote winning for the
sake of vote winning seems to
have taken over from any

socialist principles. The Com-
munist Party leadership has
declared that it does not want
any more nationalisation, that
for Italy to leave NATO would
‘destabilise the international

sifuation’ and’ that public
spending must be cut.

It is calling not for a
Communist or a Communist-
Socialist government, but for
an alliance of all parties apart
from the neo-fascists.

That means they want a
coalition with the [Italian
equivalent of the Tory Party,

In line with this policy, their
candidates include well known
capitalist. figures. such as
Spinelli. one of the Common
Market Commissioners,

Jamaica:
Troops
move in

By Phil McCowan

TROOPS from the Jamaica
Defence Foree are being used
aguinst 450  strikers  at
Kingston's Norman Manley
Airport.

The strikers—eround staff
at the airport —are supparted
by the 230 militant
stewardesses, who are also on
strike

The notorious  Labour
Relations and Industrial Dis-
putes Act, which 1s modelled
on the Tory Industrial
Relations Act, 13 being used to
force the workers back

The strike started on 6 May
when the workers rejected a 33
per cent wage oiler

[he ground crews, who are
all in the National Workers'
Union, recently threatened to
@0 an strike in support of the
stewardesses, As a result, the
stewardesses won a 48 per cent
claim

But this went beyond Prime
Minster Manley's ten dollar a
week wage-guidelines and a
similar claim from the ground
stafl was blocked,

CYPRIOT
WORKER
New issue now out:
Articles on Healey's
budget, the Labour
Government's attack on
the working class, letters
from workers in
dressmaking factories,
piecework, Portugal and
the recent
demonstrations in
Cyprus against
American imperialism.
Available, price 10p,
from 265 Seven Sisters
Road, London, N4

PLUTO 4R PRESS
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ANOTHER

BLOW FOR
IAN SMITH

ZIMBABWE' freedom
fighters have been enjoving
more successes in  the
guerrilla campaign against
the racist Rhodesian state
of lan Smith, Last week
saw the heaviest fighting

vet,
According to an official
government  communigue,

‘three Rhodesian soldiers, all
territorials, were Killed in an
ambush’, There was an un-
specified number of casualties

Military

In 8 desperate attempt to
defend their fantastic
privileges and high living
standards from the 95 per cent
of the population who are
black, virtually all adult white
men are having to do prolong-
ed periods of military service

But these efforts -are not
going to stop the cising tide of
hlack anger and organisation

The US government last
week  warned the thousand
Americans hving in Rhodesia
of the ‘patential in the
foresecable  future for in-
creased violence'

It clearly sees that Smith's
regime is going to be smashed
militarily unless it guickly
makes an  agreement  with
middle ¢lass scctions of the
black population

EVE]

THE WORKER: Tha May issua ol The
Warker. papar of the  Socialist
Warkars Movament of Ireland, out
now. Articles on wage restrsnt and
the rank =no file figh refard ane
the 1926 General iz, and the
Batter Life Camoaign, Plgase send al)
maney for pravious iISsUes and orders
for g one 1o The Worker, c/o 8
Cattons Gardens, Lonson E2 8DN

Tony Cliff:

LENIN

Volume 2
All Power to the Soviets

The second volume of Tony Cliff's LENIN, to
be published in June, describes the first
revolutionary victory of the working class
anywhere—QOctober 1917, and ends with
Lenin's announcement to the Congress of
Soviets: ‘We shall now proceed to con-
struct the socialist order.’

PRE-PUBLICATION OFFER until 31 May: Volume 2
for £2.60 {published price £3.60), Volumes 1 and 2 for
£5 {published price £6.60). Post free. Cash with order

Books will be sent out
early June

Unit 10 Spencer Court, 7 Chalcot Road, London
NW1 8LH.
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FIGHT FOR
THE

RIGHT TO
WORK
meetings

FIGHT THE CUTS film tour In
South East London: 10-22 May
Sories of showings in workplaces
and trade union brancheas. Details
and baokings, phone 8588400

EAST LONDON ‘'Defend the
Right to Work 44' Social:
“Saturday 22 May Three Blackbirds,
Layton High Rosd, London E10.
Group, disco, bar sxiansion to
madnight.

MERSEYSIDE: The National Right
0 Work Campaign calis  for
maxsmum sopport tfor the
demonstration on Merssyside on
Weadnesday 26 May. Assemble
12.30pm, Islingtlon Square

HARLOW: 26 May Day of Action:
11am. stoppaga 10 march through
Mardow, 12 noon: Meelng &t
Clement Attlee Square by Town
Hall), 1pm, assemble Town Hall caf
park for coaches 10 London,
Organssad by Harlow Unemployed
Workers Committee and Trades
Council. Phone Danny Purton,
Harlow 316566, or Dave Lambert,
Hartaw 37208, to book a seat onthe
coach

GLASGOW Right 1o Work
Committes: A night of folk music
and political theatre. Hard Timas
Socislist Theatre Group and their
new play ‘1918: ANl Out on the
Clyde’ Intraduced by Harry
McShand, with the Levellers folk
group and full support Glasgow
College of Technology, Tuesday 25
May, /pm-10pm. Bar. Tickets 40p.

NATIONAL EETPU RANK AND
FILE MEETING: Saturday 12 Juna,
2pm-5pm, Digbeth Civic Hall,
Birmingharm. Transport datails from
Rank and File Centre, phone 01-
B02 0978.

NORTH LONDON Right to Work'
Committee and Platform joint
measting Fight the Fere Risas Tues-
day 1 June, 8pm, North Library,
Manor Gardans, London N.7
DARLINGTON: Fight Unemglay
ment March organised by
Darlington Trades Couhcil. Satur-
day 29 Msy. Assemble North
Lodge Park 1pm, Rally South Park
Zpm. Speakers Josn Maynard M.P.,
Ted Fletcher M.P. and local trade
unionists.

DUNDEE 26 May march: Assem-
bie 8.30 am Dudhope Park, Baxier
Park and Caledon Main gate. March
fram these three points te a rally in
City Squars a1 10 am.

Central London Right to Work
Committes and The Campaign to
Repeal the Immigration
Act:Meeting to set up Camden-
bagad Immigram Warkers Support
Group. Any interested Irish, Black
Aslan, Spanish Portugese, el
workers are specially asked to join
us, so this doasn't become just
another committes 08 'do-gooders’.
Friday 28 May, 6.30 pm, Camden
Fedearstion of Tenants builging, 30
Camden Road, NW1,

Central London Right to Work
Committes  monthly delegate
mesting, for affiliated trade union
delegaies snd unemployed
workers, Tuesday 1 June§ 30 pm
%SS:: Seven Sisters Road, London

Central London Right to Work
Committes Fund-raising
Social: Bar,Disco,Light Show,the
Film: Fighting Tha Cuts will be
shawn at 8 pm. 50p employed, 25p
unemployed  and/or claimants
Friday 4 June, 7 pm. Roebuck Pub,
Tonenham Court Road,

HARLOW: Round off 26 May with
the Day of Action Social. Reve itup
to Mika Carver, pianist and singer
extraordinary. Lots of boops, free
food. great music. Clifton Hateh
Cammon Room, Tratters Road, near
Bush Fair {off Southern Way), B pm
amvwards. Admission 40p (children
frea)

THIS

MORE THAN 100 people were
massacred in Delhi last month
when police opened fire on
Moslems marching against the
Indian government’s sterilisa-
tion policies.

This shocking story was told to
Socialist Worker by an eye-witness
terrified of revealing his identity
for fear of reprisals against his
family. )

Ignore

The Western press has virtually
ignored the massacre, claiming
only 20 people were killed.

Sterilisation at gunpoint bas
come one step nearer for Mrs
Ghandi's desperate and tyrannical
regime,

After locking up and torturing
many thousands of her opponents,
including socialists and trade
unionists, she is now removing
those people she least likes from

unemployment.

In the 1930s, when unemployment was
more than three million, the authorities
feared that a mass, militant, unemployed
movement would emerge to

workers’
thwart their vicious policies.

And so the leaders of the unemployed
movement came under police surveillance.

Fascinating evidence of what the police got
up to has recently been released in the Public
Records Office in London. Composed entirely
of internal police reports, orders and memoran-
da, it confirms everything the leaders of the
unemployed movement said at the time—thatit
was official, top-level police policy to frame S

activists,

File. MEPOL 2, numbers 3064
and 3065, gives an amazing picture
of how the police prepared for the
arrival in London of- the 1932
Hunger March.

From every area of the city,
reports were sent to the Deputy

Assistant Commissioner on
preparations to welcome the
marchers.

The police engaged in the most
detailed contingency planning. At
each place on the route where the
marchers might seek alternative
ways through to their target, the
Houses of Parliament, groups of
police were to be held in reserve.

Possibility

The possibility was "even con-
sidered that dockers and
stevedores might thwart these
schemes by travelling wup the
Thames by boat or barge.

Police preparations also includ-
ed the gathering of information on
march leaders.

' On 24 October, 1932 a ‘very
urgent and confidential memoran-
dum’ went out asking for full
details of ‘names and addresses of
any of the local or other leaders of
the Communists or unemployed
against whom you possess evidence

; 9?)%

THE COURT CASES now get-
ting underway against the Right
to Work marchers are not the
first in the long struggle against

As th

"eMRight to Work Marchers
appear in court, LAURIE FLYNN
unearths a police frame-up

of 40 years ago

of incitement to create distur-
bances or of participation in
disturbances that have occurred’,

The Glamorgan police sent in
information on 18 men described
as ‘the most prominent of the
South Wales contingent’.

Among those named was Will
Paynter, later to become one of the
national leaders of the ' Miners'
Union.

He was described as ‘a very
dangerous agitator . . . very defiant
. . » he refuses to acknowledge any
kind of law and order and has been
convicted on several occasions of
assaulting the police’.

Other secret police documents
show how top level officers worked
to build up an extremely tense
atmosphere among their men
before the arrival of the march.
This was fully in accord with

government policy.

An internal Metropolitan Police
telegram sent out at 10.30am on the
morning the march was toarrive in
London stated that the marchers’
vehicles would be used to attack
the police lines and would be

carrying sticks and stones.

What the telegram did naot
explain was that the reason the
lorries would be carrying sticks was
that the police had taken the
marchers' walking sticks off them
and had themselves loaded them
into the vans.

Emergency

Finishing touches to police
preparations on 27 October 1932
included the removal of all regular
police from traffic duty and the
establishment of an emergency link
with the army,

IS SOCIALIST™

By JOHN ROSE

the streets and forcibly ‘stopping
the rest from having children.

As the Bombay and Political
Review put it in March:

‘So hawkers, beggars and all
such others who are considered
part of the same species and whose
presence on the pavements had
been creating considerable
iobstruction to middle-class
pedestrians have now been cleared
from the streets by the police.
‘Where they go and how they live
are apparently nobody's concern.’

In fact, if they can’t escape they
-end up in labour camps, where
many are sterilised at gunpoint.

To sterilise the rest of the
population, some state
governments are already
blackmailing employees to come
up with monthly quotas of those
sterilised—or have their pay

stopped. .
Virtually any trick will do. In the
poorer villages, sick peasants
attending Primary Health Centres
have been sterilised without being

told. Unmarried girls have been

included among them.
Desperate

In sOme areas, ration cards for
food are being withheld until
sterilisation has been agreed.

One reason for the Delhi
demonstration was the threatened
destruction of Moslem homes to
make way for office building.

Only those families agreeing to
sterilisation requirements were to
be offered new accommodation.

Indira Gandhi's regime calls:
itself ‘socialist’. But her ‘socialism’.
is like that of James Callaghan or,

for that matter, Breézhnev,

It is a pretence used to protect
small, privileged and corrupt rul-
ing class against the resi of the
population.

The more desperate the crisis of
the international capitalist system
hecomes, the more vicious are the
means which these * so-called
socialists use to protect their
privileges. :

They cannot offer the people
they rule the most elementary
needs of life. So they try to blame
the most impoverished sections of

the population for society’s
probiems.

In Britain that means
racialism against immigrant

workers.

In India where the crisis is
even deeper, it means labour
camps for beggars and com-
pulsory sterilisation.

As the various contingents of the
march came through London that
morning they were swelled by great
numbers of supporters.

And in place after place they
were harassed and attacked by the
police who tried to seize their
banners and pick off leading
figures.

At Hyde Park, the police were to
rise to still greater heights. They
staged repeated mounted and foot
police baton charges.

And then, of course, someone
had to be held to account for the

disorders. Naturally the police
looked to the ranks of the
marchers.

Among those selected for arrest

was the ‘very dangerous agitator’
who ‘refuses to acknowledge any
kind of law and order™—William
Paynter. ;

The circumstances of his arrest
were as follows, The police had
taken all the: marchers’ collecting
boxes off them and stored them in
the same van where they had earlier
put the walking sticks.

Paynter., the treasurer of the
South Wales march, was un-
derstandably concerned about the
boxes and their contents.

Arrested

He went to claim them—and was
promptly arrested.

The following day he appeared
at Marlborough Street Court and
was fined £5 for obstruction. He
was lucky.

For the recently released
Metropolitan Police confidential
records show that a top-level bid to
frame up Will Paynter was made.

Among those records is a report
from Superintendent Manning to
the Assistant Chief Commissioner

of the Metrapob
ing attention toth
the items “found's
sticks, 18 pieces o
iron bars.

‘It has been ase
van belongs to
tingent,” added o
William Paynter
yesterday for
the police , .. is ge
police station to
Paynter is a
munist agitator 2
sion of over £40

Ne

Pencilled in at
report is a hand
the Assistant C
which reads:

‘Please get so
this at once, if p



ain Police draw-
fact that among
1the van were 60
wood and three

rtained that this
he Welsh con-
¢ report,-* . ..
ho was arrested
nlly obstructing
ngto Hyde Park
rove ownership.
I known Com-
d was in posses-
hen arrested.”

fe

ic bottom of this
ritten note from,
f Commissioner'

body good onto
isible connect P

with this varn.

P of course was Paynter. And
the note means that the Assistant
Chief Commissioner was ordering
a frame-up of him.

The attempt failed because the
police had overlooked a simple
fact—that they themselves had put
the offensive weapons on the van.

Expose

And the Hunger Marchers
would be able to expose such a
frame up. So the Metropolitan
Police backed off. But only for the
moment.

On 1 November, Wal Han-
nington, the most prominent
national leader of the unemployed,
was arrested.

The previous day he had been
the victim of a classic frame-up
attempt. At a meeting of the

marchers’ council, ‘he had been:

Nothing
changed

handed a scaled envelope.

He was just about to put this
straight into his pocket when he
bad second thoights.

It was just as well, The envelope
contained a cleverly faked docu-
ment outlining the marchers’ sup-
posed plans to undertake various
terrorist activities.

He destroyed it immediately. He
was still arrested however under
the notorious disaffection laws and
jailed for the fifth time,

A month later, Tom Mann and
Emrhys Llewellyn, two other
national leaders of the un-
emploved, were jailed for incite-
ment under the Seditious Meetings
Act of 1817 and a law of 1360.

But the fight for the Right to
Work went on. For every leader
framed up and incarcerated
replacements were found.

Will Paynier: police tried a frame-
up

{uoday) ¥201IMS uyo
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Now Yorkshire

miners-back
Defence Fund

THE YORKSHIRE miners are
officially. supporting the
Fund for those
arrested in the police attack on
the Right to Work march.

The secretary of the Right to
Work Campaign, John Deason,
who is among the 43 up in court
this Friday, told Socialist Worker:

“This is very encouraging. We
got a magnificent reception from
the miners’ when we marched
through Yorkshire and we need
their support and the support of all
trade unionists in our battle against
these charges'.

Encouraging |

Heading the list of contributions
to the Defence Fund this week is
the national exéecutive committee
of the print process workers' union,
SLADE. They have given £10,
Other official donations this week
include:

J L Gardener & Sons Ltd, Eccles £5:
T&G 8/34 branch Byker bus depot £5;
T&G 1/498 CRS Dalston  £11;
Middlesex Poly Students Union £15;
Preston No 9 AUEW £1. New
Southgate Na 2 AUEW £2: Lewisham
NALGO £20; Moray House FRC £5;
NUJ Uxbridge Branch £10; NGA
Chiltern Thames Valley branch £35;
Newtan-le-Willows Trades Council £5.

UCATT Hackney No | branch £1;
COHSE 911 branch £16; EMI factory
joint shop stewards committee £I:
ASTMS Clydeside Health Servies £135:
Confederated Shop Stewards Com-
mittee, Charles Churchill Ltd £5,

COLLECTIONS: TASS conference
£20.66; ASTMS Conference £70.28%.

yoday) ¥2041n1G ULOf :84nidld

=

Newham Rights Law Centre workers
£5.75; Borg Warners £1; Civil Service
Right to Work Meeting £4.30; British
Airways Maintenance ‘A" Shift £3;
Cammell Lairds Shop Stewards Collee-

tion £40; MGD Preston £4.36.
Wakeficld Trades Council £3.35; SCS
members POOPS headquarters . £6;
Holiday Hall Electricians £25: NUJ
Conference £20; NALGO NEC
rEm:lsnbcrs £9: Gover Warchouse, Leeds
'1.50

IS members and Right 1o Work:
Cheshire/Shropshire IS £2.83;
Tyneside Right to Work Committee
£1.50; Black Country Right to Work
headquarters £1.50; Braintree Right to
Work Social £16.09.

100.

ADVERTISEMENT
The Right to Work Factsheet explains what
happened at Staples Corner when the police
attacked the marchers. Copies available to shop
stewards’ committees, trade union branches,
Right to Work Committees etc. in bundles of

From: Right to Work Campaign, 265a Seven
Sisters Road, London, N4
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WITH
THE

THAT'S
IDEAL!

by JULIE GREEN

Reading International
Socialists

THANKS very much for
the article in last weck's

CAMPAIGN

Socialist Worker

HELP US

SELL WHERE

YOU LIVE

CAMPAIGN WITH THE SOCIALIST WORKER

WHATS ON

SOCIALIST
WORKER
MEETINGS

CHESTER IS Inaugural Mgating:
Unemployment, Cuts, Wage Figeze—
whal's gone wrong. and what can we
do abaut 7 Speaker; Paul Fool.
Thursday 20 May, 7.30pm, Baar and
Bilier pub, Lower Bridpe St, Chestar
Admission 10p

CROYDON SW public meeting:
Women and the Law, Thursday 13
May, Bpm, Ruskin House, Coombe
Road. Croycon

SWAFRICA FORUM: Discussion an
developments in SENEGAL, WEST
AFRICA and the rmplications for tha
siruggle in Africs. Tuesdn?' 25 May,
7 30pm. Hoebuck pub, Tottenham
Courl Roac. |Nearest Tube Warren St

SOUTHWARK TEACHERS SwW
Public meetings: 4

27 May The Newspaper of &
Revalutionary Orgamsation

10 June: Impernisliso

24 June: Dermacratic Centralism

8 July Thecey of the Rank and File
Muovement

15 July: The Strugghe in 11aly

At South Bapk Poly, Studens
Union. Rotary St Datails from Gil
Lovweensten (822-1080)

Notices for What's On should
be posted to reach Socialist
Worker by first post on the
Monday before publication.
Adverts will NOT be accepted
by phone. Send to: What's
On, Corbridge Works, Cor-
b"gge Crescent, London E2
9DSs.

MANCHESTER SW Day of Action
meeting: Wednesday 26 May, Som,
Milton Hall. Deansgate. Spesker;
Tony Clft

WEST MANCHESTER SW public
meeting: Stop the Cuts. Wednesday
16 June, 7.30pm; Ye Oide Nelson,
Chapal Streel, Salford

LEICESTER TEACHERS SW
meestings: Whch way socialism?
Thursday 27. May: Russia—
Dissidants against the Monalith,
Speaker Chres Harman; Wednesday 9
Juna China—Before and Ahar Mao,
™ursday 24 June: The Commiunist
Partes  in Western Europe. Al
meelings start 7.30pm, Globe Inn.
Silver Streat

PUBLISHING BRANCH SW public
meeting: The Culs Speaker from CIS
Tuesday 25 May, 8pm, Musaum
Tavarn (cpposde British Museum),
Mussum Streel. Longon, WY

< . NEWHAM SW public meeting:
paper on the Ideal Southorn Afrca What Nex?  SOCIALIST
Casements  dispute  in : kers Fete Alaxander (SW Africa
oy 43 ST § O Some of the les I Josesh  Jsbsngwe |ANC.
R‘dd”‘g we  sold 30 = Sirent putsidae aowel  Th arr-dn:' 27 May. WORKER

copies of the paper in half
an hour and have made a

organised for this Satur-
day:
BIRMINGHAM: New Straet Station

Visalworths, 11 2m-3pm, Stonegate,
Noon-2pm, Marcat, 10am-1pm

GLASGOW

7.300m The Rzilway, Forest Gale, E7
iNear Forest Gate Station)

EVENTS

CARDIFF SW jumble sale: Smurday

lot of contacts within the ramp, 10sm dpm Central _ Statian,  10am-5 HARROGATE SW readers: Wiil any
S amp, 10 Station, pm Wit zny S )
factory g s Queen Strast Station, 11am-4pm Saciabist Workar readors intarested in 72 May Altany Road Schaol, 2.30pm
A e % WEST s NEWCASTLE et ng of inthe Barragaie aran jurrble and heigers welcome
We usually sell two _ Ealing Shopping Centre; N Th Tt 5 Steas T1aiD: please writ o A ncs: Soud
copies! . bﬂ"‘!;-l\.‘;:ri' 11-‘;%—'|c"n, - qr,: :;_;‘::_.:;:'._.",‘:;I|\q,g:5:i;[‘ 1'_:.-., Worker, 8 Cottons Gardens, London "0'5'7 T?Or,ERTY: L’L";" d'-'" 3;""
Frel : : Wooarths. 11amipm. o 1ED = solica, moxad in. Tumex Walth AN &
Enclosed is a further ) - ; poNEe. mowe I, TSN
23 2y . INNER WEST LONDON: LEEDS R PR TR i S haversack. Anyone wha found tham
report for this week's news Shapherds Bush Market, 10sm m'é’ﬂ'b“;-vedﬁ'é’s-’““”" HA‘-'KNI-V SCHOOLS SW public pleass contacs Andy on 01-540 4929
dE2¢ neon = - g mestings
PAECS. cricbella Road, Carner of rx;b’fﬂ_' -30am-12.3Cpm Manday 24 May, 8pm. Wrat
Lancaster Rosd, 11am-1pm ; Maskes, 10 30am-2 30pm witudes should teachess taka aver NO'SS
. . SOUTH EAST LONDON NEWPORT Y S "1’1“_ Ot dr e
Lewisham, Clock Tower 11am Market 10am-Noon L—':L,:o'; ;f‘t':"l‘gzcﬁ,'ih;l‘:;n':”‘s ND\ v NOISS London Studant
¢ llf,?.:“lr-'r. N 2 i 4 SV‘\: LO!_}'DON A o X A I v Y Commities One nr.l;:gu:c pc‘; 1S
1 [l’ ‘FUI | P Or estate Wealwath, wis SEreet, ams- ot ohtn 'y oeu, apharm . = Society  Wedtuesday June, dpre
e S' I I raon Junction autsicy Wontwarths SOUTHEND: An rarth Landan Poly, Hollowsy Roac

sales: Dig out those old

Dartford, outsids tha new shoppng

10.30am 1. 30pm
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Count me In!

I'VE bought Socialist Worker once or twice
outside Seven Sisters tube station in
London and | was very interested reading
about the Right to Work march from
Manchester to London. | think everyone
wants the right to work.

I’'m an electrician and got a job now, but|
was unemployed for four months and it

CAMPAIGN WITH THE SOCIALIST WORKER

Association, 236 Wasibourne Park
Road, Landan, W11, Speakers: Laurie
Flynn and Jdanny Jackson. Fracucal
susgian an writing  for  Socialst
Worker and using the paper (o build g1
the workpace, SW readers walcoms.

AUTOMATIC RENEWAL OF WORK
PERMITS—END IMMIGRATION
CONTROLS' Meeting an  the
campiign on thia work permds and to
discuss the legslaticn  ntroduced
undes the 1871 Immigration Acl, the

peils Tribunal system and renewal
af parmils. Saturday 13 Jure 11am

LEICESYER District IS¢ Post-
Cunference aggregate, Firday 4 June,
7 30anm, Globe Inn, Silver Street

-
IS couple seek sccommodaton in
Landon from late summer onwards
Contacl Anoy Ourgan, c/o Socal
Sciences Departmant, Perlsmouth
Palytechnic >

Will il 1S comrades going nbeoad 101
their summer holidays snd willing to
make contacis. take Merature wath
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nothing long enough, and now it’s time |
stood up and was counted. p
DAVID MULLINGS, London N17,

NORWICH SW public maeting: Tha
General  Strike in East  Anglia.
Thursday 20 May, 8am, The Black
Boys pub, Colegate, Central Narwch.

WORKERS' STRUGGLES IN THE
STATES: The IS North Amarican
groug. can  prowide  epeakars Afor
brarch, district and public meetings

altogether on our estatesin - the new sales and start w8 TaeUme £ S M. A, Contaal us at & Cotlons Gardens,
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Spamn. Speaker  Paul  Harrigon
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Road, Reading. For further details ring

IS TALY Day zol Programme g

GN WITH THE SOCIALIST WORKER CAMPAIGN WITH
parspectives  after  1ha  alection,

WHERE WE STAND

of

In other countries

Saturday 10 July in London. Wiile
nuww for delails. srad to beok & place,
Italy Group, </a Intercational Dept, B
Cottons Gardans London, £2

PRACTICAL WORKSHOPS for IS
distriots, fractions, ete: Prooucing
and using silkscreen posters, using
Socialist Warker {plus writing for SW),
shotography for socalists. Contact
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Violent birth
to violent

present

OF THE many hooks 1
have read on the history
of Northern Ireland,
Michael Farrell's is by
far the best, It is what it
says it is: the first full-
length political history
of Northern Ireland
from its violent birth to
the violent present.

Throughout the baok is the
ever-present spectre of British
rule, from all its colonial
injustices, its dealings with the
Unionist industrialists,
businessmen and landowners,
1o its present disastrous but
not 50 iron grip.

Same of Farrell's facts on
the militancy of the Irish
workers,  particularly  the

* NORTHERN IRELAND:
THE ORANGE STATE, by
Michael Farrell, Pivto Press
£5,

1932: The legal Unionist
paramilitary force, the B
Specials

Protestant section, are reveal-

ing. These ‘privileged’
workers, periodically
‘whipped® into religious

hysteria ending in progoms,
murders and intimidation of
their fellow Catholic workers.
could turm on their Orange
masters and  have them
trembling in fright at their
class cansciousness.

In 1919 when with British
workers they were fighting for
the 44-hour week. 40000
shipyard and  engincering
workers went on strike, They

were slammed by everyone
from the Orange Order down,
but they remained solid for
three weeks and would have
had & general strike if the
strike leaders had not lost their
nerve.

Again, on May Day 1925,
these same warkers marched
ma massive demonstration to
Beliast City Hall for a rally
that ended with a resolution of’
support for the Baolshevik
government in Russia,

Russia

lronically, in 1942, when the
engineers stopped work over
the sackings of .two shop
stewards, they were condemn-
ed by the Communist Party
for~holding up aid for their
Russian comrades at war with
Germany.

Unfortunately such acts of
working-class  solidarity,
which were few and far
between, were smashed by the
U nionists. Aided by British
arms and fihances. they would
use sectarian politics to divide
worker from worker.

T'his book details brilliantly
the way the Orange state
depended on such paolitics for
its survival.

< Although sectananism

affects the working class as a
whole. in Northern Ireland the
main targets werethe Catholic
minority. Thev found
themiselves forced by the 1922
Treaty to live in a state that
deliberately discriminated,
intimidated and assassinated
them in order to maintain o
Protestant Ulster y
Abandoned by the southern
state, and irt the absence of any
fevolutionary socialist party,
they constantly elected—and
still do ~middle _class
politicians who believed that
by working within the stare

they could achieve ‘some
degree of justice.
-This of- course never

happened. So frustration in-
evitably led to armed revolt,
sporadic upsurges usually in
the form of ‘campaigns’ plann-
ed and carried oul by units of
the IRA,

The IRA, although an
‘army of the people’, unfor-
tunately never got to grips
with the problem of the need
for a ‘political party of the
people’ based on the Irish
working class as a whole.

If I have not said enough, it
i because Michael Farrell's
book will speak for itself.

FRANKIE DRAIN

A class
ignored
and crucial

THE _flood of bhooks
about Northern Treland
since 1968 have tended
to highlight the con-
ditions. attitudes and
experience of the
Catholic minority com-
munity. but ignore the
Protestant  working
class, '

I'heir apparent lack of class
‘consciousness provokes dis-
dain and contempt among
British socialists, Their reac-
tionary and  vicious  sec-
tarianism bring muttered ace
cusations of ‘fascist”! The
pomp and spectacle of Orange
marches seem absurd.

Yet which way the Protes-
tant working class moves will

* THE PROTESTANTS OF
ULSTER, by Geoffrey Bell.
Pluto Press £2.

This photograph of a miner applying for a
lower-paid surface joh expresses the
confrontation between worker and
management that is at the heart of Robert
Golden's exhibition of photographs now on at

the Boxroomt Gallery in London. It's a
celebration of working-class strength. It will
be available for trade union bodies and
political organisations around the country
after 30 May. Contaet Robert Golden, 9

Tanza Road. London, NW3.
O Boxroom Gallery,
125 Shaftesbury Avenue,
London, W1,
until 30 May.

CHILE’S STRUGGLE IN EXILE

THERE'S a new Chilean
theatre  group  called
Teatro Popular Chileno,
I can’t think of 3 good
reason why they
shouldn’t be invited to
perform at vour branch,
workplace or  student
union. | can think of
dosens of reasons why
they should, -

The group is made up of
Chilean exiles und refugees,
most  of them  with ex-
perience of prison and tor-
ture since the military coup
n 1973,

Out of those experiences
thex'xe put together their
ovwn production, Chile 1973,
which  deamatises  events
leading up to the coup and
the repression and resistance
that's followed it.

To do this they use a
brilliant  combination of
slides,  cartoons,  quotes,
dramatised  sketches  and
harrowing re-creations of
prison and shanty town life.

Cut through it are the
facts that the audience needs
to put all the emotions of the
performunce inta shape.
Such as the 45 US military
inferventions in  FLatin

W

TAKE
ITAS
RED

America since 1823, such as
the 4600 Chilean policemen
trained in the US Panama

Zone since the wir—a
staristic  that  puts 1§
presidential candidate

Ronald Reagan’s insistence
on retaining US control of
that zone into u new and
murky perspective.

Touch

The production is raw and
still has a ot of rough edpes,
But the actors are aware of
this. us they show in the
wide-ranging discussion
with the audience that they
haye after ull performances,
discussion that can touch on
anything from theatrical

technique to  worthwhile
formy of political solidarity
in the place where they
happen to be appearing.

‘One  particular  problem
that they're working on and
have gone u long wav to
solving is that its almost oo
ensy to  dramatise
repression—torture.  police
raids, midnight arrests and
NO O

Much harder to turn into
honest, unglimourised stage
material is the boring grind
of much resistance work—
duplicating articles. making
# speech whout a water rate
hoseotl, sitting around on
“hunger strike.

The result is that this sort
of subject could all too
quickly  degenerate into
sogey. emotional wallowing
in violent defeat that gives
the audience powerful. mor-
bid feelings  but  leads
nowhere,

Teatro Popular avoid this
by punching through the
narrative & hard analysis of
why the coup occurred—a
whaole lifetime of political
experience. for example. is
summed up ‘in @ worker’s
despuiring shrug when he
realises he has no arms to
fight the soldiers when the

COUp comes.

And they avoid it too with
short. incisive sketches that
prove a constant reminder of
the forms of ongoing
resistance.

Teatro Popular are par-
ticularly anxious to perform
for. suy. dockers involved in
or contemplating a hoycott
of Chilean-goods, or student
unions thinking ahout adop-
ting & Chilean prisoner, -

Fhex've a short season at

SATURDAY

The 100th OPEN DOOR
programme (BBC2) is produc:
ed by the Claimants Union
and promises to be an attack
on the oppression of the Social
Security system. More than
four million people receive
henefits by right—but usually
have to face a humiliating
means test to get them.
MONDAY

In the series SPIRIT OF 76
(BBC1), they're looking at the
clash over private property
interests in the United States
taday, where private property
has its most sacred shrines,
The Declaration of In-
dependence guarantees ‘Life,

the ICA in London from 1-
12 June. Go and see them.
After that they could face the
demoralising horrors of
socinl security. Save them
from that and have
sourselves 2 mind-scaring
evening by hooking them
through Enzo Cozzi. Teatro
Popular Chileno, 31
Winchester Road. lLondon
NW3 iphone 01-722 7334).

PAUL O'FLINN'

Y PREVIEW

Liberty and the purSuit of
Happiness', but muny of the
state constitutions speak of
*Life, Liberty and Properey.’

Thev're taking an environ-
ment issue o ilustrate the
confrontation

TUESDAY
America  again. - Alistair
Cooke’s AMERICA (BBC2)
tells of the driving of the
Indians from the Great Plains,
He's not useally a cowhoy
propagandist,
THURSDAY
MONEYWISE (ITV
12,30pm) includes a section
that ‘2xplains’ Social Security
benefits. Gooed luck to them

SOCIALIST WORKER 22 May 1976 11

Orange dis-Order

1971: A Unionist wall slogan
in Belfast

have a crucial effect on
Northern Ireland. We need to
criticise them and we cannot
afford not to understand
them. Geoff Bell's book is a
welcome aid.

Whatever the rhetoric of
Unionism in stressing
allegiance 1o Britain, its prac-
tical meaning was the
maintenance of Protestant
supremacy at home.

The Unionist ruling class
gamed the support they need-
ed from the Protestant
workers by keeping skilled
jobs as a Protestant perserve,
making sure new industry
went to  Protestant areas,
giving Protestants preference
in housing

Plot

Any signs of the Protestant
working class appearing un-
grateful or finding some com-
mon ezuse with the Catholics,
as in the movement against
unemplovment in the 1930s
met accusations of a
‘nationulist plot’, incitement
to sectarian violenice, and calls
for - job  preference  for
Protestants

In wages. unemployment,
housing. the Protestants of
Northern Ireland  were far
behind workers in Britain—
but they were privileged com-
pared to the Catholic minori-
1y,

Unionism  inhibited the
development of a warking-
class political consciousness
among the Protestants. With
few exceptions, Protestant
unity was ¢asily maintained hy
‘simply beating the Orange
drum, wearing an Orange sash
and calling for a ¢losing of the
ranks’,

Since 1968 a revolutionary
chinge in the expeetations and
desires of the Catholic com-
munity has been stimulated by
undreamt-of *viclories'such as
the fall of a Unionist prime
minister, the disbandment of
the hated *B* Specials and the
fall of Stormant itself, These
same events have praduced in
the Protestant warking class
acutes confusion, adger,
bitterness  and feelings  of
betrayal.

Unionist’ unity was
shattered, The mainstream of
the Protestant working class
moved away from even the
tnionist leaders of 1968-72,
whom they saw as ‘soft’ on the
Catholics

The Protestant  working
class has moved tothe right, 1o
greater  sectartanism. No
workers' lecadership has
emerged dnd no working-class
politics have been developed.
Many of the Protestant para-
military leaders who pose as
workers’ leaders are bitterly
anti-=communist and viciously

sectatian.
Link

The Protestant ostrich has
buried its head in the sands of
history, reteeating to the past
The Protestant working class,
atthemostimportant juncture
in their  history, can do
nothing but link arms and
defiantly.  shout ‘No  sur-
render!’

The book exposes the myth
of *left” unionists and details
the standard reaction of the
Unionist block to any threat
from within: assassination.

Geoff Bell captures the
reality und limits of Protestant
working-cluss politics. But he
offers no discussion of poten-
tial changes,

What of the need to got the
British troops out of Northern
Ireland -~ which would
dramatically  challenge the
Protestants®  defensive
posture?

What of the need for a
conscious  workers' struggle
against capitalism in  the
south—which- might allay
Protestunt tears of Irish unity?

What of revolutionary
socialist ideas gaining a
foothold in the North?

The Protestamt  warking
class on their own will never be
u force for Trish socialism. but
socialism in Ireland will never
be a reality without them.

JOHN MULLOY

BOTH BOOKS are available direct
from Pluto Press, Unit 10 Spencer
Court, 7 Chalcot Road, London NW1
8LH. Please add 40p for postage.

This
Terror
Act

THE growing campaign
against - the  Prevention of
Terrorism Act (PTA) has a
new taol,

I'he Act allows police 1o
hold anyone in jail, without
farmal arrest. sithout charge,
without telling you why vou
are being held. for seven
davs—on ‘suspicion’ of id-
volvement in ‘terrorist® ac-
tivities.

It's become clear that 1o the
police, merely being an active
trade unionist can constitute
‘suspicion’,

A speaker at a campaign
meeting can state that—but
CAST can show it. Too often
the words ‘socialist theatre
group” have been connected
with an evening of entertain-
ment, but CASTs 20-minute
play on the PTA is pari of an
active campaign.

It includes a stark portrayal
ol police interrogation under
the Act. The bullving, the
intimidation.

You've no right to ask
(uestions like that," says the

[J The Emergency phone
number works. Remember
it. You may need. il
lomorrow if you or one of
your males is held under
this Act,

01-603 8654.

suspect the . interrogator
replies: "Under this Act vou've
no rights.’

Get CAST to your
workplace, trade wunion
branch, trades council, or fix
up a meeting on the PTA.

CAST will show you what a
threat it is to the working class
movernent better than any
speaker can.

Fhen talk about how we can
meet that threat.

00 CAST, 11c Cabbell
Street, London, NW1,
phone 01-402 6087 (Spm-
8pm).
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Four-star
hotel,
five-star
hypocrisy

I WAS surprised to find no
mention in SW, 8 May of an
issue which has dominated the
news media for the past
week—the housing of two
familied from Malawi in four-
star luxury.

Socialist Worker should
realise that it's things like this,
especially when given full
coverage by the newspapers
and TV, that are the tapic of
conversation on the shop
floor. unless my own factary is
unigue,

It is very difficult to counter
the hypocritical sense of out-
rage. by the media which
assails  working  class  ears
nightly on this issue.

The role of Socialist
Worker, ahove all. should be
to provide the argumeénts in
order to attack the racist
propaganda being peddled by
the ‘free press’.

Socialist Worker should ask
why it is that such things as
four-star luxury hotels exist
for a privileged few while
many people have to put up
with sub-stsgdurd housing.

We should be told that the
Labour pgovernmment set a
target of 300,000 new houses a
vear only 12 years ago, vet the
other night on TV Shirley
Williams was crowing about
the " completion of 168,000
houses last vear. (This was
better than the Tories, you
see.)

This is the main reason why
the four-star incident arose.

With the local election
victory of the fascist National
Party. in Blackburn, it is
obyvious that a determined
attempt will he made to split
black and white workers.
Once this is done the damage
will not be easily mude good.

It is vital that Socialist
Worker takes up issues made
popular by the press and
provides ammunition in order
to shoot down {and correct)
the popular misconceptions
about immigrants., Social
Security handouts and the
evils of racialism,

0O D Whalley. Convenor,
Feniger and = Blackburns,
Blackburn, Lancs,

| WAS VERY disappointed
by the & ~May Socialist
Warker. Earlier in the week,
racist attacks had been made
by the national press against
British  passport-holding
Asians.

This sort of outburst carries
more power for the racists
than ‘any speech by Enoch
Powell, Consequently, SW
should . have responded im-
mediately to this situation,

When my branch saw there
was nothung in SW  we

responded by writing a leaflet
ta be inserted into the SWs
sold in the district, We hope
other districts responded in a
similar way,

O Mike Alichin,
dington.

Pad-

N

Dovder PRICE
Tak k- 0P |

JACK ROBERTSON is a shop steward at Massey
Ferguson in Manchester and a member of IS. He
sells the paper in the plant. Two weeks ago he was
selling the General Strike special Issue—at 20p a

time. He sold a fair number to the lads on the'

opposite shift—on nights. When he came back in in
the morning, one of the lads on the night shift
presented him with this cartoon, a tribute to Jack’s

enlerprising selling practices.

O SW Reader, Manchester.

A visit from the law...

AS AN IS member, I may
well be an”oddity’as I am
self-employed. My wife
and I runasmall bookshop
(no staff).

Naturally | do my stint
selling  Socialist Warker
locally, sout's clear enoughina
small country town where my
political sympathics he.

And in the shop window we
gshow a variety of SW and IS
pamphiets and books.

On Wednesday 5 May, a
plain-clothes policeman came
mto the shop when only my
wife and myself were in.

He said: ‘I thought vou might
like to see our bomb detector”,
He quickly took out of a box
he was carrying a band-held
gadget used for frisking air-
craft passengers and ran i
over my body,

When it emitted a high-
pitched tone, he said; *You
have a metal object in your
right jacket pocket’

I said *No’, and patted my
pocket fo show it was empty.
But he insisted. Putting my
hand in my pocket I produced
a small chrome mirror screw
that had been lodged in the
corner of the pocket. X

Another ‘bleep’ picked up
my belt buckle. and the gadget
was put back into its box as a
customer entered the shop.

I asked the policeman what
his idea was and he said he was
out buving batteries for ‘it"and
thought I'might like to see “ic’.

AS YOU probably know, on
Saturday 24 April the
National Front staged a
march and meeting in Man-
ningham, a major immigrant
area of Bradford,

Despite protests by local
trade union bodies and im-
migrants’ organisations. the
police and council allowed this
attempt at intimidation of a
significant  proportion of
Bradford’s population 1o go
ahead.

Twenty-one people were
arrested  protesting  against
this blatantly provocative
demonstration and a fund has
been set up to help cover
defendants’ legal costs. etc.

Ax well as widespread sup-
port from individuals both in
Bradford and elsewhere, this
fund is sponsored by Bradford
Trades Council, the Indian
Workers' Association, and the

Pakistani Workers’ Associa-
tion and other local bodies.

We would like to take this
opportunity to appeal to your
readers to support the fund
and show solidarity with the
comrades arrested in any or all
of the following ways:

To contribute to the fund
and take collections among
friends and workmates:

To pass resolutions of sup-
port through ftrade wunion
bodies. associations, ete, call-
ing for donations:

Anvone who witnessed an
arrest to contact us at the
address given,

To support a peaceful
solidarity picket called by the
defendants outside Bradford
magistrates court on Thurs-
day 20 May at 10am,

Please send all donations,
notifications of resolutions
passed, requests for official

collections sheefs to this ad-
dress. (Make cheques, POs
payable to  Manningham
Defendants'  Fund-—all
donations acknowledged).
Ferry Farrer. AUEW
convenor, Brnan Rhodes,
Bradiord Labour Councillor
(Hon Treasurer, Min-
ningham Defendants Fund),
41 Athol Road, Bradford 9

OVER THE
months we hayve made appeals
for money in Socialist Worker

On behalf of the Dewshury
27 Defence Committee, |
would like to thank all who
collected and donated money
for the defendants.

Any money left over will be
sent to the Bradford Man-
nirglmm Committee,

Selwyn Smith, Ossett,
Yorks,

class slum disftrict of
rats.

nowhere,

Scottish paper sayin

excuse was thal the uncollecled rubbish was a
health hazard and was allowing rals to breed.
Well on 7 May an article appeared in a_popular

that in Maryhill (a working-
lasgow) the residents of three
particular- streels were getting rather fed up with

After complaints to the authorities had got them
they sent down ferrets, which were
promptly killed. Then they bought.their own blow-
forches and mini-flamethrowers and wenl down

after them.

WHY AREN’T THE TROOPS IN GLASGOW?

REMEMBER when the troops were breaking the
dustcart drivers’ sirike in Glasgow? The official

And guess what they saw? Thousands of rats,
some a foot long (excluding the tall) and some dead

ferrets.

The rats scattered before the blowtorches. They'll
probably be back again in a few weeks. But the point
is that Maryhill, Govan, Possiipark, Gorbals and
places like them have always had rais.

Itis clearly a health hazard to have rats running all
over the place. Bul why don't they send the troopsin
now? Maybe it's because there's no one onstrike...

O Tony MeGhee, Glasgow

Then he left the shop.

In effect. my person had
been searched for ‘metal ob-
jccts’ and the word ‘bomb’
detector used. Why?

This incident has worried
my wife quite a hit, but has
simply stiffened my resolve to
continue with my IS activities.

Bombs

The principles of IS are
cleacly expounded in Socialist
Worker and have no connec-
tion with bombs or carrying
‘metal objects’, The sooner the
state understands this and lavs
off harassing us the hetter.

O Terry Stewart, Dumfries.

Lecture series

EDINBURGH: Every second
Thursday, 7.30pm, Trade Union
Centre, Picardy Place,

- 20 May: The revolutionary sociallst
altlernative. Speaker: Peter Bain
3 June: What is the revolutionary
sociglist party? Speaker  Mick
Napier.

GLASGOW: Every second
Thursday, 7 3Cpm-Spm, in Paisley
Town Hall,

20  May % Madern
Spaaker: Dave Sherry
3 June: Nationalism and Sociplism
17 June: The State—ig there a
parliamentary road 1o sociahsm?
Speaker: Jim Handerson

Capitatism

EAST LONDON: Every second
Friday, 7.30pm, Centerprise. 136
Kingstand High Strest, Longon EB.
21 May: The revolutionary sccialist
alternative. Speskar, Colin Sparks
4 June: What is Imperaiism?
Speaker: Nigel Harris

18 June: Burlding the revolutionary
party, Speaker: Tany Cliff.

WEST LONDON: Ewery second
Tuesday a1 Bpm, Kings Hesd, Acion

High Stree1, W3,
1 Juna: Building the revolutionar
socsalist pacty, Speaker: Tony Clif”

I'M NO SAM THE MAN!

I WAS somewhat disturbed
by the article referring to me
and my appearing at the
Institute  of  Contempaorary
Arts’ showing of the CAST
play Sam the Man in last
week's Socialist Worker,

First _of all, 1.was never
informed that any member of
the press were present and |
would have thought a left-
wing newspaper would have
indicated they were reporting
what took place. however
lighthearted that discussion
might have been,

Even some capitalist
newspaper lobby cor-
respondents have the decency
to check what has been said,
and T was not even informed at
any time that remarks at-
tributed to me were to be
published.

Serious

Had that been the case |
would have separated my
serious comments from those
that were made in a very light-
hearted fashion.

Furthermore, the remark
attributed 1o me that refers to
the Labour Party as distinct
from certain Labour MPs was
m fact in its cxact context
made by someone else and |
commented on it,

Unlike Sam, the hero in the
CAST production, I am not
naive enough to think that the
only road to socialism lies in
the parliamentary method.

That is why vour headling
‘Sam the Man meets Sam the
Man' could never be more
wrong.

I believe parliament only
interprets the real wishes of
the working class movement

—
Flashback to  last
article

week's

when the working: class puts
sufticient and continuing
pressure” on their represen-
tatives, and sadly there have
been only a few occasions in
my six years in parliament
when that pressure has been
exerted to the extent that it
produces results ie the Penton-
vilie dockers were fetched out
of iail by trade unionists but
Des Warren and the Clay
Cross councillors were left
isolated.

Therefore, unlike Sam the

Man, 1 know what needs to be
done and it is not only appeal-
ing for parliamentary ma-
jgrities once every few years.

I hope that any others who
watch the CAST production
of Samuel Keir Hardy
Muggins will make their com-
parisons, not with me and my
role in parliament, but with
those MPs who truly and
fervently believe that parlia-
ment alone can solve their
troubles and lead them to their
socialist Utopia,

] Dennis Skinner, MP

We apologise i° we in-
advertently misquoted
Brother Skinner. Our headline
was meant 10 be light-hearted.
It certainly was not meant 1o
imply that those few M Ps like
Dennis who have taken a line
in support of the Shrewsbury
pickets, Clay Cross and so on
are in the same camp as those
who continually betray the
maovement.

LAST six

Write to
Letters,
Socialist
Worker,
Corbridge
Works,
Corbridge
Crescent
London E2

Manningham: We need support POSTAL

POINTS

THE FRONT-PAGE car-
toon {8 May) got some
good laughs from SW
buyers, But, that headline,
BLACKMAIL, should never
be used again. At different
selling points, several
Black people stopped and
complained.

As revolutionary
socialists, we are at odds
with the entire racist and
sexist nature of society and
this includes our
prejudice—bound lang-
uvage. You wouldn't} print
headlines about ‘pad-
dy wagons’ and ‘chicks’
nor can you use phrases
that offend young Black
militants, even if to our
sloppy white minds they
SEem iNNocuUous,

[J Sherrl Yanowitz, London
NWE

AV W

AS AN unemployed
Engineering Union member,
| racently phoned the un-
ion's district office to see
what jobs were on the
vacant book.

Bert Thorogood, the dis-
trict secretary, announced
that there was only one job
going—at £54 a week.

‘Not very good,’ | replied,
to which he said: 'Ah, but
there's plenty of overtime . ..

It's 8 small example but it
shows why we need the
Right to Work Campaign and
the Engineering Charter to
fight on the issues of over-
time and the 35-hour week.
O K Niehorster, London,
N15

AV

A LOCAL teacher was
doing lessons on the
General Strike last week s}
we gathered spare Ma
Day SW supplements and
took them in,
The teacher handed
them out and 20 pupils
were sitting ‘studying
them. A beautiful sight.
O Lynne Langley, Barnetby
ie Wold, South Humberside.

AV

WE GOT 8 wvery good
response with the special
issue on the General Strike,
which has boosted the
morale of the IS Society at
my college no end. | gave a
copy to my grandparents,
veterans of the strike,

My granddad was an elec-
trician in the mines in Fife
and my granny still has the
jug she took to the soup
kitchens. They were both
delighted with it-and were
impressed with its realism.
It was an issue we were
proud to sell. '
[J Susan F Murray, Edin
burgh Students.

LABOUR MUSTN'T GET AWAY WITH IT

LABOUR is going to run a
massive brainwashing cam-
paign to force through accep-
tance for the new stage of the
so-called Counter-Inflation
Policy —the 4% per cent limit,

We've been told that with a
little help from their friends
(firstly the Mirror boss, now
the 1PC boss), they are
producing amongst other
things another guide pamphict
for every household in Britain,

Labour won the ideological
victory over the £6 limit. So
socialists should this time fight
the battle in a much harder

way—otherwise Labour will
-have another casy victory.

Labour's lies (about re-
mmvestment and jobs etc)
should be countered at every
opportunity. This means for
Socialist Worker and IS an
effort to reach as many
workers as possible in this
way — otherwwise Labour will
have another easy victory.

We cangot just counter the
new policy in SW-—it doesn't
reach enough workers,

What we should do s
produce a replica-type

pamphlet of the forthcoming
government one, This should
counter every lie just as laid
down—as well as putting
forward our alternatives in &
cancluding section,

Briefly, clearly and cheaply
produced for mass circula-
tion, such a pamphlet couid
really helpin the overall battle
against Labourism, as well as
help to establish SW and IS
further {(as independent voites
please, not just the publicity
weapon for the Right to
Work Campaign!)

O Bill Collins, Durham,
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FOR years the giant
insulation  companies
have conducted an in-
sidious campaign of
pretence that asbestos
was safe.

I hey formed and funded a
respectahle” front  organisa-
tion called the Asbestos Infor-
masion Comaiittee o pul out
their decertful propaganda.

They commissioned earned
scientists to praise their deadly
product. They bought spacein
newspapers and  sent owt
information” 1o any  trade
umionist who gquestioned their
praduct.

But their web of lies s being

sposed.  So “the  asbestos
murderers  have begun 1o
mave 1o pastures new. In-
creasingly they are using lor
m~u|1.m Calcium G silicate
rockwool and. most impor-
tant of ali, fibreglass.

Every  worker  should
beware these substitutes and
any claims that they are sale
Every worker showld
reniemiber that such claims
were  consistently made for
ashesios.

Claims

Workers  on the Lowes
Thames Strect buildiagsite, in
London, who blacked

asbestos, have  begun 1o
réceive blatant propaganda

‘from the fibreglass manufac-,

turers. Again  all sorts of
inaccurate and misleading
claims are heing made.

As a service Lo pur readers,
Socialist Worker here
publishes an extract from an
important American research
paper on the hazards of
fibreglass, by Katherine Mon-

West Rescarch and Informa-
tion Centre in New Mexico,
and Peter Montague ol the
University of New  Mexico,

When fibreglass began

goming into commercial

use around 1940, peaple
naturally began wondering il
itcould hurt them, Warkersin
fibreglass factories camplain
ed about a  bothersome
itching. a burning sensation in
their eyes, and sometimes a
cough

‘Inert’

lests on laboratory animals
and examination of workers,
however, vielded no <on-
clusive evidence of danger,
and fibreglass was thereafter
lubelled - ‘biologically inert'.

In 1961 a case was reported
of & man incurring serious
lung problems from fibreglass.
His job was to ftear the
fibreglass insulation out of old
hot water heaters, and clouds
of fibreglass surrounded him
when he was working. He
developed ‘fibrepglass
prneumoconiosis,” and his doc-
tor had to remove part of one
lung.

Even when a study of
fibreglass workers uncovered
evidence which suggested that
chronic broachitis might be

WHAT would you put in His

place?
Surely a godless
People need

religion proves that

revolutionaries are

uniformity, doesn’t it?

Indeed if ever there was a source of

Is this the
deadly
onof
asbestos?

LAURIE
FLYNN

world
would be a poorer world?
something to
believe in and your attitude to

only
terested in grey equality and

is organised religion,
The

you
in-

SAFE? oF COURSE
IT'S SAFE-ASK ENY
LERDING
AUTHORITY

T

O
2

by JUDITH CONDON

grey or rather pitch-black uniformity it

Bishop of Chichester 'sum-
marised it perfectly, He said recently
that ‘the high purpose of sex as
implanted into mankind by God' would
be “subverted into pleasure’ by making
abortion available on demand.
Subvert indeed! The bishop fears
that when conception and childbirth
come under human confrol so that sex

back!

has insisted that only limited forms of
sexual activity, within marriage, for the
purpose of having children, are accep-
1able to God. They therefore condemn-
ed masturbation, homosexuality and
any other ‘deviations’ from the straight

and narrow.

and procreation do not automatically
go together, there'll be no holding us

Some of the founding fathers of the
Church even argued that rape was
preferable to masturbation in the eyes

SOCIAUST WORKER 22 May 1876 13

..and nothing in HIS place

of God. Because rape could lead to a
child being born.

The essenge ofutgumscd Christianity

For centuries the Christian Church 9'\ that we obey u spiritual king and

master, our Lord in Heaven. whose will

is interpreted to us by a select band of

middle-men, the clergy. also generally if
not exclusively male by 'the way.

If we do not obey, we are threatened

with the chance of eternal damnation

and destruction, from old-fashioned
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REPORTS ON AMERICAN INVESTIGATIONS

INTO THE DANGERS OF FIBREGLASS

workers, the data were can-
sidered  inconclusive,

Recently, several
researchers have concluded
that sheet metal workers and
insulation  workers sufier
‘ong-term upper respiratory
irmtation”  from  handiing
fibreplass . . .

I'a this day no one knows
what  makes ashestos  so
dangerous, but medical scien-
tists ~have not ver reached
agreement on this important
point. Some say that asbestos
15 dangerous because of its
peculiar chemical composi-
tion,  Bul others say that
ashestos is danggrous because
of the persistence, and ex-
tremely-small size of s par-

ticles

There s absalutely
no doubt now that asbestos
canses A variety of cancers in
peapie

If ashestos produces cancer
m  people  because of its
chemical make-up, then
fibreglass may not be very
dangérous  because  the
chemical-  composition  of
fibreglass is quite different

Cancer

‘On the other hand. if itis the
physical character of ashestos
particles  that causes the
cancers. then fibreglass may
be 2 very hazardous
substance indeed.

The article concludes with
the findings of Dr Mearl
Stanton. of the US National
Cancer Institute, whose ex-
periments with animals have
shown that large [ibreglass
fibres do not produce cancer,
But milled down to-a smaller
size, they were potentially
cancer-producing in rats

n 1972, speaking al a
symposium in Lyons, France,
Stanton revealed his findings
He said; "It 1s certain that in
the pleura of the rat, Gbrous
glass of small diameter iy i
potent cance r-causing agent,’

As Stanton concludes, if
this happens to rats it is
unlikely to affect man
differently

The “only conclusion vou
can reasonably draw is that
fibreglass is dangerous, If it is
offered to_you as a replace-
ment for ashbestos you. must

insist that you are afforded all .

the law is
msist on for

the protection
supposed 1o
asbestos.

Don't believe any of the
reassuring statements made by
Pilkington  Brothers, the
manufacturers of Fibreglass,
or some  future  Fibreglass
[nformation Centre.

Your life is in vour
hands.-If you leave it to the
hoss or parliament you can
be sure it will be
squandered.

The employers claim another victim

WILLIE COOK was just 46
years old when he-met a
premature and tragic death
last month. He had suffered
for months the intense pain
and sense of impending
doom that is the inevitable
accompaniment of the dis-
eases his employers had
given him—asbestusis and
measothelioma.

But to the last he retained
the courage that made him

working-class movement in
Glasgow has produced
Just before Willie died he
took his eldest son and
daughter aside and insisted
that a post mortem be
performed after he was
gone. He was determined
that his death would not be
neatly covered up by some
doctor pronouncing that
heart failure or exhaustion
was the cause of death, a

on members of the 7/162
Glasgow insulation
engineers branch of the
Transport Union,

Willie Cook came into the
lagging industry as a boy
straight from the school. He
went on to become one of
those most active in
strengthening the 7/162
branch

Willie was a brilliant
negotiator and a great stu-

tague. director of the South  affficting  some  fibreglass one of the best fighters the  device used again andagain  dent of rulebooks and
ABOUT-TIME ! THIS uz TAUGHT THEM { THINK ['D HELLO
LABDUR MWTWMTE; T™E 0 READ AND BE SKK W nag YOU LL BE THERE ¥ 4
¥ 2 eucmss CoMIN’ "‘,E,,%}':ﬁp X :,'3? ”W f{ 'y DEAD IF YoU &
DPON’ 16HTE
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. procedure. The employers

hated him for this and for
the fact that they couldn't
fool him or buy him off.

Perhaps Willie's finest
achievement in the trade
union movement was as
laggers’ convenor at
Longannet power station,
There he inspired the com-
plete transformation of the
trade union organisation in
the station so that workers’
safety became a reality and
not a slogan.

The contract at Longannet
of course came to an end.
Willie then tried to get work
at Baglan Bay in South
Wales. Although the
employers were screaming
for labour, they would not
take him on,

Willie’s trade unionism
was inspired by a vision of a
new saciety where men and
women would be freed from
the twisted priorities of the
profit system. That's why
Willie was a member of the
Communist Party,

His life was taken away
from him and from the trade
union movement by a

familiar evil, the negligence
and greed of the employers.

hell-fire, to its modern variants. such as
veneral
collapse and anarchy.

disease, sterility, economic

To back up their teaching
on sexuality, the church
uses such notions as ‘natural
law" and the ‘sanctity of
human life'. With these it has
denied us the right to in-
yestigate our human poten-
tial and to Analyse the origin
of our species.

Over the years these
restraints became part of the
laws of the state, reinforcing
the subjection and
dependence of women
within the family,
prohibiting sexual freedom
and the spread of knowledge
about human biology.

In some states of America
it is still illegal for a woman
to have sex with anyone but
her hushand.

Sex
With ‘natural law' they
apposed  contraception,
while claiming that

abstinence, or alternatively
taking your ftemperature
every morning and Keeping a
time table to have sex by is
‘natural, By ‘natural law’
too, masturbation and
homosexuality are sins.

»

With ‘the sanctity of
human life’, they oppose
abortion, Yet these same

people bless imperialist wars
and invest in companies that
profit only by devastating
human heings and crippling
and murdering them.

Socialism will bring
freedom from sexual repres-
sion. from guilt and frustra-
tion.

In *His’ place, we will put
the human' spirit, And in-
stead of heing ours to
worship, it will be ours 1o
develop und extend,

Now its
our turn
to profit!

by a UPW member

THE Conference of the Union
of Post Office Workers
{(UPW) this year meets when
the jobs andliving standards
of s members are under
serious attack:

The past 12 months have
already seen-big cuts in jobs
and & restriction in Wapes.
Make no mistake, the job-
cutting and wage restriction is
anly just beginning.

What has our executive
council done about the Post
Office cuts in services and jobs
ADVICE TO CONFERENCE
DELEGATES

Dedepntes wha wans the UPW Lo resist
the assault of government and Past
Offiee should vote for amendments bke
Composite 2A 10 the general secrelary's
annual report Para 24, Exlegates must
also  sepport  whatever amendments
rejoct the wage deal advocated in the
Oval Supplementary to Pam. 6.1

e amendments 1o Para 339 on
Retearion after 60 that are camposiied as
1D should also be supported.  Hus
support for this amendment makes o
mmperative Lo resist job cots, as retaining
the aver B0% at the cxpense of orher
warkers would be divisive

or wabout the government
restriction on  wages? They
have collaborated “in  the
National Interest’,

What about the workers’
interest? Il sacrifice was ever
necessary  then we  have
sacrificed long enough,

We must  welcome the
launching of the paper, Post
Office Worker, which can and
must be used as a rallying
point for the building of a rank
and. file movement in the
LPW that will be willing to
fight alongside other workers.

O Post Office Worker, c/o
Rank and File.Centre, 265a
Seven Sisters Road, Lon-
don, N4.
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SHEFFIELD

SPARKS
PULL OUT

14 SITES

| i id

SHEFFIELD: Flying
pickeis have brought
out electricians on 14
sites.

Seven weeks ago, con-
tractors N G Bailey at the
St Helens Hospital site.
Barnsiey, stopped paying
travelling expenses and
ended a one-hour a day
bonus scheme.

Ihe electricians responded
with & series of half-day
stoppages. On 10 May. I8 of
them were sacked. The rest
came out in sympathy

Flving pickets have since
brought out sparks-in 14 sites
in the Sheffield area.

Dispute

I'he attitude of local officers
in the electricians™ union. the
EETPU., has been disgusting,

Before 10 Mav, EETPU
contractmg  official  Frank
Chapman's advice to Baileys
was to stick to the J1B national
agreement on disputes. This,
in cffect, gives permission for
the sackng.

At the Shefficld Central
EETPLU branch meeting on 11
May, the Branch Committee
following the Rule Book tothe
letter demanded that members
from other branches should
show their umon cards, This

Notices and

meetings

BOLTON COMMITTEE AGAINST
UNEMPLOYMENT public measting!
Wadrasday 26 May. 7 30pm, at BIT
Deane Road. Local spaakers plus Dig

lor Victory, a play about
unemplaymant, by NW Spanner

SAVE THE EGA: Public mastng
19ains1 the closure of tha Elzabuath
Garratt Anderson Hospitkl, Tuesday
25 May, 7.3Cpm, William” Coliinge
Sehool, Charcington. Street,  NW1
Speakers Lens Jegar, MP. and an
EGA shop steward

DAY SEMINAR ON IRELAND
Sunday 23 May. 10.30am-4 30pn
City of Leandon Poly Stugant Union

102 Whitechapel High Street, E1
Akigate  East  Tubs)  Speakers
nclude.  Michaal  Farrell, Michae

Welsh, Sessians  Britsh deminstion
ol keiand: The fast saven years, The
role of tha army; The Labour Sarty,
The Troops Out Movement

PUBLIC MEETING ON
UNEMPLOYMENT! organised by
Lambeth Trades Councl and
Battarsss and Wondsworth Trades
Council. Tueszay 25 May, 7.30pm
embdy Hall, Lamaeth Tawn Hall,
Soxon, Speske necluma  Ermie
Aoberts, AUEW Enginaering Saction,
Vanessa Wisaman secretary
Lambetts Trades Council -May Day
Theatre  Group  productian, - The
Ganaral Strike [thu:mn_jfon‘ lom

HACKNEY TRADES COUNCIL 26
May social‘Middlaton  Arms,
Miadleton Road/ Quesnshrnge Road,
EB 7.30pm, bLar extension. raifle,
music

Northern Irsland: the Orange State.
Speaker Michae! Farrell Frday 21
May 7 30 peny, Convery Hall, Red Laon
Squarés. WC1 . |Tube Hotborn)

CAMPAIGN TO HEPEAL THE
IMMIGRATION ACT: - Fund rassing
play by Gereral Will of "Me Sae It
Gonna  Blaw’, with  discussion
following at Oval House. Monday 17
end Sunday 23 May, 730 pm,
Waestway Luncheon Ciub Fridey 21
May. 7.30 pm, Brixton Market: Friday
I3 May, 3 pm  Sirell  theatre,
Porinbello Read. Saturday 22 May
marning. Street thaatee. Cantreprisn:
136 1o 138 Kingsland HMigh St £8
Ssturday 22 May. 7 30 prr Artists for
Democracy: 143 Whithed St W1
Weanesday 19 May, 7 30 pm

1516 Ommemaoration Poster, Giant
20 x 407} 3 colaur, solk scraened
poster featuring the Insh Ctizen Army
& avalable in limited sddsan for £1 {+
pipl lrom Bookmarks, ar send £1 190
= TOM, ! North End Road, Loodon
Wi4 AN proceads 10 Finance
Nazional Labout Movement
Deleganion to frelane on 18
Segtember

was 1o exclude known
militants.

They did mot allow any
member of another branch to
raise any issue, notr did they
allow non-Bailey workers Lo
speak about the sirike.

They said it was the branch
commitice who decided how
the meeting was run and no-
one else. Usually a1t EETPU
branch meetings it is commuon
practice 1o welcome members
[rom other branches and 1o
encourage them to speak.

Asbestos strikes spread

ALL LONDON laggers
employed by Darlington In-
sulation bave bcen out on
strike for a week.

At a  mass. meeting  at
Belvedere on Monday, they
called for all Londan region
laggers to come out on strike.
I'he proposal is being put ata
mass meeting of the GMWLU
Heat and Frost Thermal
Insulation branch next Maon-
day.

Overalls

Peter Muitchell, shop
steward at Belvedere Power
Station, told Sacialist
Worker: ‘Darlington Insula-
tion had a small contract at
Belvedere Power Station. The
men's overalls went to In-

On the picker ine: Grahawe

Watson (left) and Chris
Natkiewitz {right)

Sacked
-and

sued!

WEST LONDON: Two
members of the engineering
upion are facing prosecution
for ‘criminal damage’ and are
being sued for C1000 after
occupying their workplace,
Grahame Watson and Chris
Piatkiewitz are¢ being sued
after by the managing director
of . Clansons, a  typewriter
servicing company, He is
alleging up to £1000 for boss of
trade and damage to fixtures

—and fittings,

After ten weeks onstrike for
union recognition, they oc-
cupied the premises but were

One protesting enginecring
steward was threstened with
physical violence #nd the loss
of his"EETPU steward’s-card,

The official meeting was
followed by an unofficial one.
Many militants are hoping
that the dispute will lead 10 a
campaign to smash the JIB,

An .actton  caommittee
against the JIB was hoped to
be formed from a mecting of
contracting sparks on |8 May.

For victory, the strike will
have 1o be spread even wider.

dustrial cledners, but as the
labour force increased, the
management decided to cut
costs and clean overalls on
site,

‘The multinational com-
pany bought a sccond-hand
washing machine, The

stewards and men - were not
happy and attempted to
improve con-

negotigte 1o

tjected by lump  building
workers after a few hours,
The police have chirged®
them with causing criminal
damapge to a caleulator and
two tvpewriters. They had
never even seen the machines.
The strike starfed when
Graham Watson, mnewly

g e

PICKETING at
garage in West London.

are being savagely cut,

the new schedules.

Willesden bus

Drivers and conduclors came
out on sirike for three days
against new schedules which

in Wandsworth, bus workers
are following this example by
striking every Thursday against

Busmen strike
against cuts

ditions. The company would
not give way,

‘The finalcrunch came last
Friday. The owveralls came
back covered in insulation
material. The men refused Lo
wear them

Sacked

‘The company replied by
ordering us off the site. They
sind we would be sacked and
the site closed down. They
changed the sacking to
suspension when the men were
out of the gate,

‘Froma mass mecting forall
Darlington emplovees in the
London area. the decision was
that no longer will we be
subjected to  breach ol
regulations, that no longer will

elected AL W shop steward,
was sacked shortly after he
had told managing director
Anthony Beckley that thr firm
was now unionised.
Grahame says: ‘I could go
on and on about it, But the
worst thing about working
there was Beckley himself, He

JOBS CONFERENCE A FARCE

WITH 100 delegates from
trade  unions. and students’
organisations, | attended the
Caonference On Youth Un-
employment last Saturday. [t
way stage managed from start
ta finish

The proposals  of the
ofganising commitiee simply
repeated the demands of the
27 March Assembly Against
Umemplovment and added the
expansion of training and
educational  facilities  for

By Vicky Passanl, con-

ference delegate from

Aberystwyth Guild of
Students

school-leavers,

Delegates supporting  the
Right o Work Campaign
tried o move amendments
calling for a fighting
programme  around  which
employed and unemployed
workers could unite. On the
end of the official resolution. it

stated c¢learly that
amendments could be put.

But we were told there was
no time for amendments and
they would he composited
instead.

During  the discussion
period, the chair  selected
speakers who agreed with the
proposals of the organising
commitiee. We were not able
to contribute,

I'he conference was then
ended an hour early.

we tolerate the sitgation where
men are suhjected to long
periods of  exposure {0
asbestos (often 70 hours a
week)

*What we want is a 35 hour
week with a ban on all over-
time at @ realistic level of pay
lor doing a hazardous job,"

The time s now for all
laggers in the areéa 1o come
out. This battle has got o
come sometime. So Jet's fight
il united now

0 WATCH OUT for a new
Rank and File factsheet on
asbestos—vilal reading for
every trade unionist, More
details soon In Socialist
Worker, !

thought he owned uvs.

‘He was pathetic really, He
cut the legs off one of the
chairs in his office so that if he
sent for you he could get on
bis big chuir behind his desk
and tower over you as he pave
his orders!”

Refused

But Beckley may still get the
last laugh if he swings the
courts in his favour.

Mauke sure that Clansons,
and its sister company, Eyers
Business  Equipment © in
Holloway Road N7, is black-
ed. And start collections.

So far Chris and Grahame
have been refused fegal aid.
Their branch has started a
Defence Fund.

Maoney should be forward-
ed to the Secretary, Wembley
AUEW No 4, 7 Church St.
Fower Sunbury on Thames,
Surrey.

RULE 14
HATCHET
MANIS

OUSTED

By James Anderson,

executive . committee

member of Camden Trades
Council

IHE SECRETARY ol
Camden Trades Council. Sid
Gregory. has been forced to
resign  following  his  co-
operation with the FUCs
elforts 1o suspend Camden for
refusing Lo implement the new
rule 14.

The new rule strengthens
the old bans and precriptions
and bans trades councils from
co-operating  with  any
organisation that disagrees
with TUC policy

Entry
EEREETG T

After Camden twice
rejected the new rule, Gregory
cancelled the executive and
delegate meetings. annaunved
the  council’'s  suspension
before it huppensd. and made
acceplunge of the new rule a
condition of entry ta a special
meeting held last week. All his
actions were endorsed by the
T,

At the meeting, 1he new rule
was  accepred, But many
branches sent in  protests
demanding the removal of the
secretary. A burst of cheering
greeted Grregory's resignation

The fight back against the
1ew. rule must becarried to the
TUC thraugh the trade union
But the unions will only act il
the trades councils mobilise
opposition.

Picket

re————

I'he campaign must also
mvolve members of  all
political organisations.
Gregory i a member of the
Communist Party, but his
outrageous behaviour has not
prevented ather CP members
from joining the Gght against
buns and prescriptions.
0 The London based
campaign againsi the new
rule has organised a coach
to picket the TUC's annual
meeling of Trades Councils
in Swansea on 22 May. The
coach leaves King's Cross
al 7pm. Further details of
lhe campaign from c/o
164B Haverstock HIll,
London NW3. Phone
01-722 0766.

Harpur

Hill: Mass

meeting
now!

BUXTON,. Derbyshire: 500
members of the Agricultural
Workers Lnion at the Harpur
Hill  Mushroom Farm are
facing mass sackings and a 20
per cent wage cut.

At least 350 jobs are Lo go
under a scheme cooked up ﬁ)
the management and the
chairman of the union branch,
Gordon Thompsan,

The local Right to Work
Committee  organised a
delegation from the factary to
travel lo Bristol to mect shop
stewards in another part of the
combine. The Bristol shop
stewards are anXious to set up
A combine commitiee,

Shambles

But first the workers at
Buxton face the problem of
their branch chairman,

Already  Thompson has
turned one mags meeting into
a shambles. He had to be
expelled froma Right ta Wark
Committee meeting after dis-
rupting it

When a petition foranother
muss meeting was preseated Lo
him, he sunply ripped it up.

The plans are under wav 1o
get another mass - meeting
called und 1o begin the fight

back

50 sit-in
at Brunel
ABOUT 50 students are oc-
cupying the socivlogy depart-
ment of  Brunel University,
Uxbridge, in protest a1 the
sacking of Mark Cousins, who
lectares in Marxism,
Another  lecturer who
repistered in protest; but laer
changed her mind, is also
heng farced aut
Messages and telegrams
of support ta: Brunel Un-
iversity Students Union,
Kingston Lane, Uxbridge,
Middx.

The victor

NOISS member Tom Hickey
has been elected president of
the Students Union at the
School of Alrican and Orien-
tal Studies (SOAS) by a cldar
50 votes in a record poll.

He campaigned on |
programme of opposition 1o
all cuts in education and
discrimination in overseas
students’ fees.

pr— N\ DV ERTISEWMENT se—

MANCHESTER

SUPPORT
THE 26 MAY
DAY
OF ACTION

Demonstration called
by Manchester Right
to Work Committee

Assemble AUEW
Offices, The Craescent,
Salford, 1pm

Fight for the Right to
Work!

No Deal with Healay|

SMASH THE
RIGHT WING
BUILD THE
RANK AND FILE

Rank and File public
meeting: Thursday 3
June, 7.30pm, Conway
Hall, Red Lion Square,

London WC1 (near
Holbarn Tube).

Speakers: Billy
Williams (EETPU
Candidate for General
Secretary), Mike
McGrath (Redder Tape,

CPSA NEC in personal
capacityl, Alan Watts
(Engineers Charter,
AUEW Toolroom
Convenor)

Chairman: Norman
Maclean (EETPU)




Playtex:
Whata
victory!

JOHNSTONE: 800 women at

the Playtex Factory have won
a fremendous victory against

redundancy,
The women, all GMWIL!
members, struck five weeks

apo when the company broke
a4 promise to rehire union
members made redundant.
Within a week, nearly 800
women from the firm’s three
factaries in Scotland were on
strike. Atonestage there wasa
daily picket of 110 women
outside the Johnstone factory,
The strikers were always
confident that they would win
and they even swid that this
strike would settle other scores
they hud with the company.
Playtex have now restarted
the union members made
redundant. The shop stewards
are now falking about how to
seftle the bhonus claim thev
have against the company.

ENGINEERS’ LEADER
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VOTE FOR PAY CUTS

PAUL FOOT REPORTS
FROM SCARBOROUGH

REPRESENTATIVES
of a quarter of a
million engineering
workers voted in
Scarborough on
Tuesday to cut their
members' standard of
living.

By 28 votes to 23, with
one abstention, they voted
down a resolution op-
posing the wage deal.

All 52 delepates are now
mandated for next week’s
National Conference of the
whole amalgamated union to

EQUAL PAY:

Getin fastbefore
it disappears...

YOU'VE GOT just ten weeks to get il. The new pay deal
comes in on 1 August—and wipes oul women’s right to

al pay.

_“rade union leaders agreed that ‘in the new pay round
there will be no special provisions like those needed last

year lor equal pay'.

So if you don’'t get equal pay before 1 August, you'll have
to fight not just your employer—bul the government and
probably your trade union officials as well!

48 OUT AT
EAST
COAST

NORFOLK: 4% women at
Fast Coast Plastics in North
Walsham are on strike Tfor
equal pay.

Ihey use  high-frequency
welding  equipment  and
assemble. stip and  stack
plastic products. They get a
basic of £27:60 for this skilled
work. Piccework is changed at
will by the emplavers,

The two men who cut the
N"\ are on strike to support

The wamen, members

l%l)~\\’. have refused
md vagement's  miserable
offers—first of E2.50, then

£3.50,
Ihe women are picketing
the factory from - Tam till

STOP PRESS

THE TRADE Union Com-
mittee against the
Prevention of Terrorism
Act picketed London's
Paddington Green police
station on Tuesday even-
Ing in support of John
Higgins and Eddie
Cauthey, twa members
of Provisional Sinn Fein,
They are being detain-
ad under the Act with
four others who the
police won‘t name

Support

WITHAM, Essex: 25 workers
al the Rom River ;\‘ml struck
last week in what could be o

long and bitter su.g,u_:l-. for
Iride union recognition,

Theiwr picket line has heen
respected by postmen and
dusteart drivers—but not by
hangtul  of  General and
Munieipal members at the
plant, They "have regularly
crossed the picket and so
allowed the local press to
present the dispute asan inter-
union battic

Join

Buy savs striker Bill Con
nor: ‘We're not having any of
that. Our problem is manage-
ment.'

Bill is branch secretary of
the bren and Steel Trades

Confederation, which maost of

Union drivers have
refused to cross the picket line
1 make deliveries. bhut scabs
are forcing their way through.

The strike is offical, But
more active support isneeded,

H. 30pm

specially  from ASTMS
members al the plent.

0 Send donations and
messages of support to Mrs
Penny. USDAW shop
steward, 40 Spurdens Cres-
cent, North Wilasham, Nor-
folk.

'STAGERS OCCUPY Soclallst

By Cammell Laird IS
BIRKENHEAD: Following
the sacking of the 95 workers
in the holl staging department
at Cammell Laird. manage
ment hiave kepl upa barcage of
prapaganda.

Leallets have been given to

vote in favour of the deal.

Hugh Scanlon threatened
to resign from the TUCSs
negotiating committee f the
national committee did not
aceepl the deal

In a last-minute attempt to
win the waverers, the Broad
Left deleted from their resolu-
tion the phrase committing the
AUEW 1o ‘use the whole

strength of the union' in the’

fight for better wiages

John Boyd countered this
with a plea to ‘hecome
partners it Great  Britain
Limited'. The right wing trio
of Weakley, Jordan and Grif-
fin repeated rime and again
that ‘the Labour government
must be saved®.

In an impressive speech,
Len Brindie. convenor of
Levland Preston, said: 'l could

not  hold the workers at
Levland foranother year ¢ven
il [ wanted to.'

Last vear's AUEW National
Conference opposed the £6
freeze policy. This vear the
result 13 a foregone conclusion

As a letter in Tuesday’s
Morniag Star pointed out, the
TASS Conference the ‘week
hefore at Bournemouth did
not ¢CArry a motion opposing

the deal. '
Instead ‘the conference at
Bourngmouth endorsed Ken
Gill's vote on the general
council
I'he letter continues: ‘All

motions  which sought to
declare  policy on  wage
restraint  and  government
economic  policy were

forwarded withoul decision to
the national conference of the
four sections,”

Now the result of the
national conference is all too
clear, The million votes of the
engineering workers will be
cast at the special congress of
the full TUC on 16 June in
favour of the Healey deal.

On the picket line at Orlake's at Rainham in Essex. The
sirike of the 103 women workers for union recognition is
now official. The men are no longer working, and there is
no work coming oul of the factory.

Last week three of the women went to Ford’s to meet
TGWU members there. They collected £20 for the strike
fund, and were promised another £60.

the workforee 1o undermine
solidarity with the stagers by
irying fo turnCSEU and
ASOB members against them.

Management's latest fact
sheet calls on the workforce fo
accept contract labour in the
yvard or tmeserved boiler-

the RomRiver lads

the Rom River workers decid-
ed to join last vear

lhey  sought recognition
from managing director
Richard Ewart Smmth, who

suepested the two sides should
a to arbitration.

He then announced that he
would not  stand by any
arbitration ruling that he
didn’t hke!

Meanwhile. without bemng
approached by any official. a
pumber of anti-union workers
at the plant suddenly joined
the GMWI

lhe strikers  believe they
were put up to it by manage-
ment. The GMWU 5 a
notoriously pro-management
outfit

The ISTC are blacking
supplies ta ather Ram River
plants. And so the strikers are
contident of victory,

But their morale would be
boosted by support- both
moral and Tinancial —f{rom
ather groups of workers. both
i the ISTC and in local
workplaces.

O Write to Bili Connor, 10
Court Thirteen, Milton
Road, Witham, Essex.

makers for the work

It also states that Jav-offs
will result if the warkforee do
not accept either of these
recammendations,

Mauhagement tried to bring
contractors in on 16 May
but & picket to stap them
entering the vard

All  contractors’ shop
stewards on Merseyside have
now told the stagers that they
will not allow contractors to
do their work

I'he: 90 stagers then . oc-
cupied 4 S3.000 tanker due for
launch in June

They have erected scaf-
folding on the gangways as
harricades. and are prepared
for a bitter fight to get all the
sacked men réinstated.

Cammell
Laird get
a shock

The stagers are the maost
militant and united depart
ment in the vard, They have
hardh . & lost & dispute
because they stand together.

Their arttitude is: [ you
fight, vou win,

Cammell Laird Kknow 1m~
and are reying to get rid of
them before the *geem’ spreads
1o the rest of the workforce.

FIGHT TO SAVE THIS HOSPITAL

A FEW DAYS after Burbara
Castle announced the closure
of the EKElisabeth Garrett
Anderson Hospital in Lon-
don. the lift mysteriously went
out of order.

The same thing happened
last year when the Acton
Hospital  closure was  an-
nounced.

Once the lifts ure out of
order, the hospital is reduced

to the ground floor only.
Which makes it all the more
difficult for the workers there
to fight the closure,

But the fight goes on, The
workers are demanding the
repair of the lift, the restora-
tion of all the services and a
suarantee of no job lasses,

Get your branch (o support
the EG A public meeting on 25
Muy, T30pm. st Willlam

Collins School. Charrington
Street, WI, Send a donation
tor their fund. at- 30 Camden
Road, London NWI.

Pam Jones. a NUPE
member at the Hospital, told
Soctalist Worker: “We want
action to come out of this
meeting, A really  massive
meeting will show the hospital
wuthorities that they have a
fight on their hands.’

8DN,

r

Please send me more information
about Socialist Worker and the
International Socialists

Send to: National Secretary, International
Socialists, 8 Cottons Gardens, London, E2

o

‘Socialist’
SNPshow
true
colours

CUMBERNAULD: Dustmen
cameout on strike against an
attempt by the new SNP-
controlled District Council to
cut their wages.

The provost, 3 member of
the SNP who claims to be a
scottish Socialist in the tradi-
tion of John Maclean’, is
leading the attempt to cut
wages by up to £6 a week.

‘The Nationalists are prov-
ing to be just as capable and
willing as Labour or Tory to
mike workers pay for the
crisis—enough to make John
Maclean turn in his grave.

The strikers are determined
ta resist wage cuts but say they
will accept voluntary redun-
dancies for men nearing retire-
ment age.

‘But the dispute is not simply
ubout wages, It's about cutting
public services—and if the
men don't organise against the
loss of jobs, as well as wages,
they will be in a weak position.

Resisted

The lessons for other local
authority workers have to he
learnt. The recent dispute in
Knowsley  Direct  Labour
department showed how the
cuts can be resisted. The local
council there tried tosack 181
of the 570 building workers.

The workers decided to
fight and down tools but they
didn't leave it there. They
organised among other coun-
cil employees, such as the
refuse collectors and canteen
workers. who agreed to strike
in solidarity,

Faced with this show of
strength, the council backed
down,

The lesson for the Cumber-
naud workers is clear. If they
treaf the issue as a sectional
dispute, they may be isolated.

If they link up with other
council workers in Comber-
naud. they can win,

Sacked

LEWISHAM: Caral Comley
has been sacked from GEC
Elliott Process Instruments
for refusing to make the tea

She s a deputy shop
steward in the clerical union,
TASS, and together with
other women members of the
staff - she protested that
manigement were  dis-
criminating  agaiast women
members and making them
carey out all the add jobs that
came up,

L--

rt!-




16 SOCIALIST WORKER 22 May 1976

ocialis
Vorker

PAPER OF THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIALISTS

WHAT 4
MEANS FOR

10

Now Des Warren says it:
Defend the 43!

DES WARREN has sign-
ed the Defence Appeal for
the Right to Work
marchers attacked by the
police at Staples Corner.
Des is still serving a three-
vear setence  after  the
Shrewsbury frame up frials.
Last weekend he was piven 2
couple of days parole, during
which he signed the appeal.
Des told Bobby Buirds from
the Right to Work Campaign
that he understood that the
marchers  had  tremendous
support, ‘That's excellent’. he

2/0

THE MINERS

THE EXECUTIVE of
the National Union of
Mineworkers has
decided to back Denis
Healey's 4': per cent
pay deal.

They agreed by 13 votes
to 11 with one abstention
to accept the deal.

Arthur Scargill. Yorkshire
NUM area president, prapos-
ed “a special delegate con-
ference to discuss the deal.
his was defeated 14-[0. again
with one abstention,

BALLOT

It was decided
overwhelmingly to hold a
ballot of the membership,

Even after the promised tax
concessions have been includ-

By Bill Message

ed. the most a married face-
worker with two children
would get from the deal is
£3.06 in his pocket.

Atthe other end of the scale,
a single surface-worker would
gel just £1.85,

They would not get this
unti! next March and it would
apply until March 1978,

General Secretary
Lawrence Daly argued strong-
lv for aceeptance of the deal by
the executive,

This may come #s 4 shock to
many miners wha have come
to expect & stab in the back
from National Secretary Joe
Gormiey, but who have had a
fot of respect for Daly's
militant position,

The executive’s position. if
it is not kicked out in the
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ballot. would mean that by
March 1978 miners’ real wages
will have fallen by more thana
fifth since 1975

This would mean an even
greater wage cut than the Tory
government and mine-owners
were demanding in 1926,

The ballot s being held
around the Spring Bank Holi-
day. Several pits will be on
holiday for a full week.

I'his means many miners
will be more open to press and
television pressure and it will
make it more difficult 1o
organise opposition to the
deal.

FEELING

Nevertheless, feeling in the
coal-fields runs high. A special
conference of South Wales
delegates on Monday produc-
ed. out of 150 votes, only 12in
support of the deal,

Even in the traditionally -

moderate area of Nottingham
there is widespread anger.

And on Tuesday, leaders of
the Scottish Miners un-
ammously recommended re-
jeetion of the deal. y

The responsilibity now lies
with the left-wing leadership
in these areas, Thev must
mount a massive campaign of
leaflets, posters, and pit-head
meetings of every shift.

Britain's 265.000 miners are
on the brnk of a decision that
could spell the beginning of
the end for Healey's wage-
cutting offensive.

CHANCE

A one NUM branch
secretary in Nottinghamshire
told me: 'We miners now have
the chance of speaking up on
hehalf of the rank and file in
every union and giving them a
chance of stopping their own
leaders’ undemocratic support
of Healey. We must not let
them down,’

The editorial board of The
Collier, the rank and file
miners' paper, is publishing
thousands of leaflets Grging
No Deal With Healey

Copics can be obtained
from The Collier. 38 Abbey
Lane, Cundy Cross, Barnsley,
South Yorkshire. The
Editerial Board has launched
a financial appeal 1o cover the
cost of the leaflets.

Donations should be sent to
the same address,

PICTLRES: Newsling

MORE PICTURES AND
FULL STORY: Page 4
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RIGHT TO WORK MARCH
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WDEFENCE FUND APPEAL

We the undersigned support this defence fund appeal

I)
Lies

added, expressing his hopes
that all 43 would be all right.
He'd lost his remission. he
said, and still had a few
months to do.
Among those who have
already signed the Defence

But
therell

be no
wage
cut for
Joe
Gormley

FULL-TIME officials on
the executive of the
National Union of
Mineworkers have pulled
off another coup for
themselves.

Having just yoted to impose
the Healey fraud on working
miners last Thursday. they
went on to vote themselves a
second £6 a week. increase
backdated to last July. when
they pot their first £6.

This makes them among the
highest paid hypocrites in the
trade upion movement.

Chief pusher of the scheme
to give all full-time officials
another £6 was leading fan of
incomes policy for the workers
and rich living for himself, Joe
Gormley.

Serious

The only serious opposition
came from the one working
miner on the executive, Jack
Collins of Kent.

He pointed out that this was
the second £6 they'd given
themselves in one year.

Nevertheless the proposi-
tion was carried, and without
# recorded vote. This indicates
that the executive majority in
favour of giving themselves 3
second £6 a week wape rise
was very much bigger even
than the majority for foisting
wage cuts on working miners.

Naone of these facts have, of
course. heen reported by the
‘free press’ who so brilliantly
highlighted the decision to
accept the Healey deal.

In fact having given
themselves a £12 °£6 increase’
this wasn’t the end of the
executive's genority tathe full-
timers,

Houses

A proposition was also put
fo the xecutive about paying
the rates on the two national
official’s houses. This also was
agreed.

Socialist Worker un-
derstands that in the case of
Joe Gormley's little shack the
rates amount to yet another £6
a week. This means that his £6
a week social contract rise is
actually worth a cool £18 a
week,

On top of his meagre £8250
a vear salary. Gormley.does of
course have an expense ac-
count, And by a decision of
the national executive in May
1975, Gormley and Co award-
ed themselves free cars from
union funds,

So much for modera-
tion,

© Campaign,

Do

b/ et
Appesl is Ricky Tomlinson,
who served two years in prison
after the Shrewsbhury trials,

Other signatories include
Vie Turner and Bernie Steers,
two of the dockers imprisoned
by the Tories at Pentonville in
1972 for defying the Industrial
Relations Act.

Another welcome call for
sapport has come from the
Yorkshire Area Council of the
National Union of Minérs.

Thisx Friday the arrested
marchers are  appearing in
court in West London, A
solidarity  picket has  been
called by the Right to Work
Delegations  ar¢
expected from all over the
country.

The speakers at the rally
organised  outside  include
Ricky Tomlinson and Peter
Hain. The picket will begin at
9.30am sharp because the
Magistrates Court will start
on time.

Last Saturday the indepen-
dent trade union inquiry into
Staples Corner set up by
Barnet Trades Council held its
first meeting. !

After the meeting, the chais_°
man. former SOGAT general
secretary Yincent Flynn, ex-
phained that the inguiry would
make its report soon.

AUlvedtisemen

NATIONAL
RIGHT TO WGRK
CAMPAIGN
PICKET
AND RALLY
Defend the Right to
Work marcher -
No more Shrewsburys

Join the mcket of Hen-
don Magistrntes-Conrt at
9.30am onwards on Friday
2IMav. Make sure vour
trade umon hody sends a
delegation, BRING
BANNERS

Hot food and drinks
ivariable Irom Hham
nwards from the Hyde
Cale, 50 vards up the mllg
trom the courl

Hendor Mugistriles
Court, The Hyde Edgwaur
Rbad. West Heddon, Lons
don NWY. (nearest tubg

Hendan (

nttal)

IS members
face
NF trial

THREE members of the
International Socialists
Michael Fenn, Roger
Burridge and Kevin Corr
appeared at East Ham
Magistrates Court in  East
l.ondon on Tuesday for coms-
mittal proceedings.

When they walked into
court they faced just one
charge of grievous bodily
harm arising out of an alleged
incident with National Front
members on & December (975,

But the police had decided
that still mare charges were to
be brought. So when the court
sat, the police announced that
nearly six months after the
alleged incident they were
adding ontwo extra charges—
the catch-all affray charge
used against the Shrewsbury
pickels and black voungsters
up and down the country, and
assault  occasioning actual
badily harm.

Defence lawyers managed
to persuade the magistrate to

ut the defendants on an
identity parade before: com-
mittal and trial—a develop-
ment the Plaistow police were
clearly anxious to avoid,

This meant that the com-
mittal proeeedings were ad-
jourped until September,



