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Fight Tories now!
Withdraw from MSGC!

Number 81

NATIONAL CONFERENCE

Manchester Town Hall
25 July, 12 noon

This SUPPORT conference has been called by sacked workers and supporters in an attempt

to build solidarity and a fighting body to win our demands.

Called by Ancoats Casualty sit-in, Ardbride supporters, Senior Colman strike comittee,

Gateshead workers’ support group, Ardbride sacked workers, and Trader sacked workers.
For information contact: Gateshead Workers Support Group, 180 Two Ball Lonnen, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 9SB

DELEGATES at this week’s Transport and General
Workers Union conference face a vital question: how
can the working class be mobilised to answer the latest
round of Tory attacks?

Many delegates will agree: we don’t want a ‘loyal opposi-
tion’ to the Tories along the lines proposed by Neil Kinnock.

Thatcher’s plans,
outlined in the Queen’s
speech, are a declara-
tion of war on every
trade unionist and
working class family
in this country. The
Tories plan to:

B Enslave thousands of
school-leavers who will be
compelled to work on YTS

‘training’ schemes or have
all benefits taken away.

B Break up the state educa-
tion system

B Introduce even more vi-

cious laws against the trade
union movement

B Impose a poll tax which
will take from the -poorest
and give to the rich.

Faced with these attacks,

Conference delegates ‘must

tell the executive loud and
clear: the time for talking
about the fight against the
Tories is over!

The executive must lead
the fight in defence of the
mc'embership against Thatch-
er!

Delegates must say to the
executive: no collaboration
with the Tory government!

\

The T&GWU executive must
step up the campaign to re-
move the EETPU from the
TUC!

It must condemn all those
leaders such as the engineer-
ing union’s Gavin Laird who
favour collaboration with
Thatcher. It must take up a
fight throughout the move-
ment against the advocates
of no-strike deals with the
employers.

Conference must instruct
the union to withdraw all its
representatives from the
Manpower Services Com-
mission.
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BY PETER GIBSON
WRP Central Committee, London Bus Section
delegate to the T&GWU Conference, Chairman
London Bus Committee
(in a personal capacity)

These schemes create a
huge pool of cheap labour to
batter down trade union con-
ditions and cut into trade

union membership. The re- -

sources of the union must be
used to organise a mem-
bership campaign amongst

young low-paid workers.

The Labour Party and
trade union leaders must not
be allowed to use the large
Tory majority as an excuse
for not fighting.

Every delegate should be
clear on one thing: Thatcher
has no mandate for her sav-
age attacks on the working

class, the unemployed and
the poor.

Only 13 million voted Tory
out of the 43 million reg-
istered voters. Thatcher se-
cured support from only 41
per cent of those voting.

In every big town in the
north of England, through-
out Scotland and in those
parts of London where a
fight against Thatcher was
taken up, the Tories were
hammered into the ground.

Before the election, many
Labour leaders visiting
trade union conferences
appealed for patience. They

said we had to wait for a
Labour victory at the gener-
al election, and our troubles
would be over.

These leaders urged the
working class to be patient in
the face of systematic
attacks by the last Thatcher
government.

The miners and the News
International printers fought
bitter year-long battles
against the police in defence
of their right to a job.

They were left to fight
alone, isolated by the TUC
leaders.

Hospital workers, local
government and transport
workers fought against sav-
age Tory cuts. Four million
unemployed and thousands
of homeless families tried to
keep their heads above wa-
ter. Tens of thousands joined
the lengthening queues for
hospital beds.

They were given the same
message: ‘Wait until Labour
is returned at the next gener-
al election.’

What happened? During
the election campaign there
was no mention of socialist
policies. Kinnock’s media-
run campaign concentrated
his attack on the left in a
vain effort to woo the ‘re-
spectable’ middle class. Kin-
nock’s main aim in life
seemed to be to boost his own
image.

The exposures of MI5 and
MI6 activities against the
Wilson Labour government
was covered up in Kinnock’s
defence of the state.

intention

Since the election Kinnock
has spelt out his intention:
the campaign to drive the
left out of the Labour Party
is to be stepped up, the role
of the constituency parties
will be reduced and power
vested in the trade union
leaders.

Last week’s decision of the
union executive to support
Kinnock’s constitutional
changes — on Chair Brian
Nicholson’s casting vote —
must be thrown out this week
at Scarborough!

Kinnock’s aim of a party
along the lines of the Amer-
ican Democratic Party,
openly capitalist in its poli-
tics, must be rejected.

The most decisive question
facing the conference is to
force the executive to break
completely with the Thatch-
er government and take the
'fl%lg for this policy into the

B END all collaboration
with the MSC!

B REJECT Kinnock’s con-
stitutional reforms which
are designed to destroy the
left and make the Labour
Party completely subordin-
ate to the capitalist system!

@® See Crucial transport un-
ion conference — page 2
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No Met Vet

FOLLOWING THE announcement by Tory Sur-
rey County Council that all applicants for
teaching posts will in future be vetted by the
police comes the news that similar procedures
are to instituted by the Thatcher government for
health staff working with children.

The government may well extend this policing
to voluntary and private bodies which provide
services to children.

Some Labour local authorities, including
Lewisham and Greenwich in London, have re-
fused to bring in police checks on teachers and
last week police vetting in health was attacked
by the National Association of Volunteer
Bureaux on the grounds that it will discourage
people with minor offences from applying for
jobs.

These two moves are most sinister. They are
not designed to allay the fear of parents but to
discriminate against teachers and health work-
ers with left-wing political views which the
Thatcher government is less and less willing to
tolerate.

To give to the police powers to decide the
suitability for employment in the educational
and health service is at best a cruel joke. The
very week the Thatcher government announced
this extension of police powers, Scotland Yard
was forced to admit the mounting allegations of
a new wave of corruption throughout the Metro-
politan constabulary.

® The Yard’s top informer — he has received
over £250,000 in rewards — was recently arrested
by Customs and Excise, accused of running a
massive drugs smuggling operation.

@® American detectives have tapes of conversa-
tions which they claim show that a senior Yard
detective is in the pay of Mafia figures.

The police spent over £2 million getting John
Flemming back into the country to face charges
in connection with the £26 million Brink’s Mat
robbery. Magistrates last week threw out the
case on the grounds of ‘insufficient evidence’.

The trade union movement must reject out of
hand any attempts by the police — well-known
for corruption of all sorts, including cases of
child abuse — to become overseers of the right to
work.

The anti-Tory
fight

THIS WEEK we publish two letters (page 12) about
forthcoming conferences called as part of the develop-
ment of the struggle against the Tory government.
Last week a correspondent (Pat Brady, ‘More Time
Needed’) expressed suprise that we announced a
proposed National Conference on 25 July in Manches-
ter as part of this same struggle.

As there seems to be some confusion about these
islsues, Workers Press wishes to make its position
clear.

In the first place, we did not call the Manchester
Conference. It has been called by a number of workers
involved in struggle against the Tories: those in the
Ancoats Casualty sit-in; Ardbride supporters; Senior
Colman strike committee and others.

We support this Conference, just as we will support
every movement in the working class which helps
build up the anti-Tory struggle. This is the basis for
our support and we urge all our readers to fight for the
maximum attendance on 25 July. .

At the same time we see no contradiction between
support for the Manchester conference and that to be
called in November. Indeed we hope that the July
meeting will be used as the launch pad for an even
more successful conference at this later date.

Picket at ‘Mirror’

LAST TUESDAY night copies of the ‘Dail
Mirror’ printed in London were distri-
buted by Robert Maxwell's Newsflow
fleet of vans and trucks for the first time.

About 60 pickets, all members of the
ﬁrint union SOGAT's casual branches,

anded out leaflets to their colleagues
going in, calling for:

Background

1. recognition of all casuals as newspap-
er workers entitled to all benefits enjoyed
by regulars;
2. no job losses;
3. immediate payment of all back-pay
owed to casuals;
4. return to and acceptance of SOGAT
being the traditional union in newspaper
distribution with guarantees of the reten-
tion of wholesale distribution;
5. return to rail-head distribution.

The casual pickets were angry and

[ BY ALAN CLARK |

annoyed that SOGAT generl secretary
Brenda Dean had agreed to the deal
which gave away their jobs.

Many London Central Branch casuals
were employed as drivers or loaders
each night at the ‘Mirror’ building and
had handed it over to the NUR.

The original agreement made some
months ago was for the distribution of
Maxwell’s ‘London Daily News’ but it was
obvious that Maxwell would use the
agreement for his other titles.

What made the pickets so angry was
the fact that even if their colleagues
inside didn’t agree with the picket, how
could they grint the paper under condi-
tions whereby it could only be got out of
the building with the help of the police
and Maxwell’s private army of security

guards, reminiscent of Wapping?

Dean’s treacheré makes it all the more

important that SOGAT chapels inside the

‘Mirror’ building stand firm alongside

their casual colleagues and demand that

the job of distribution is returned to the

gzditional method with SOGAT mem-
rs.

Holding

As we go to press, Lord Stevens of
United Newspapers who owns the ‘Sun-
day Express’ and ‘Daily Star’ will be
announcing a new package of redundan-
cies. It is rumoured that he wants another
2,000 job losses. (We will comment on
this next week.)

Rupert Murdoch looks certain to get
hold of the ‘Today’ newspaper, providing
the Monopolies Commission agree. He
has agreed to pay Tiny Rowiands of the
Lonrho Group, £38m. David Montgomery
will be the new editor.

Grucial transport union conference

THE Biennial Delegate
Conference of the
Transport & General
Workers Union — with
1,366,000 members, still
Britain’s biggest union
— opens at Scarbor-
ough on Monday.

The agenda has over
500 motions, many calling
for action by a future
Labour government.

Since all the motions and
many amendments had to be
in by May 30, none of them
reflects the results of the
election.

Much burning of the mid-
night oil is taking place in
the transport union’s Smith
Square offices, where great
efforts are being made to
rewrite composite motions
and executive statements
following the results of June
11.

The executive has a mo-
tion early on the agenda call-
ing for a ‘national economic
summit and a National Mini-
mum Wage’. All the other 14
motions in this section on
wages policy call for ‘collec-
tive bargaining unfettered
by any government or agen-
cy’ — clearly aimed at a
Labour government in the
near future.

Of the 25 motions on anti-
trade union legislation, most
call on a Labour government
to repeal Tory laws passed
since 1979.

A notable exception is a

London branch which calls
on the T&GWU to affiliate to
the National Justice for Min-
ers campaign and to raise at
least £10 per sacked miner
per month to be paid via the
NUM solidarity fund.

The most curious section
of the agenda is the way in
which motions on YTS and
MSC programmes are sepa-
rated and dealt with.

With seven motions deal-
ing with YTS, only one calls
for the withdrawal of sup-
port from YTS schemes, but
even the south coast branch
which has put this forward,
joins all the other branches
in urging support for the
TUC/Labour party ‘Plan for
Training’.

Later in the agenda nearly
four pages of motions ex-
press opposition to JTS, MSC
and Community Programme
under the heading ‘Special
Employment Measures.’

The main motion comes
from the London regional
committee of the supervis-
ory and clerical section and

‘calls for YTS to be entirely

voluntary with no financial
penalty for refusing to take
part, or early leaving.

The proposed demand by
the government last week to
stop payments to those who
refuse to go on YTS mean
that this question must be a
major item on that T&GWU
conference.

In some parts of the coun-
try the union has organised
substanial numbers of young

people on YTS schemes. In-

the north west there has

been an effective drive, in
others most effort has gone
into full-time union officers
sitting on MSC boards.

With the destruction of
manufacturing industry, a
major part of T&«GWU mem-
bership in hotels and cater-
ing, warehousing, local gov-
ernment, health service and
clerical work, and will be-
come a prime target for the
use of ' YTS conscripts to
undercut wage rates and
break up union organisation.

While some union leaders
and delegates may like to
bury their heads in the sand
and still talk of a Labour
government and its future
policy, the problems on the
shop floor and on the dole
queue are very concrete.

The T&GWU conference
will have to face these prob-
lems and not talk of waiting
for some future election
which it cannot guarantee to
win. .

While there must be a
massive organising and re-
cruitment drive for YTS and
part-time workers, this
T&GWU conference must
lead the way and break with
MSC and remove all its offic-
ers from MSC bodies.

Among the motions on In-
ternational Co-operation,
most of which are aimed at
organising international
links to combat the growing
strength of the multination-
als, comes a call from two

London branches which

says:

6This 32nd Biennial Dele-
gate Conference is alarmed
at the continued high level of
long-term unemployment
and the steady decline in
manufacturing industry, not
just in Britain, but in all the
advanced capitalist coun-
tries.

The other side of this
stagnation however is the ex-
istence of widespread pover-
ty and hunger in Africa, Asia
and Latin America.

In the age of technological
advance, factories close and
are demolished, mountains
of food accumulate, millions
have no work and whole na-
tions starve.

This BDC therefore in-
structs the General Execu-
tive Council to call an inter-
national conference of trade
union representatives, scien-
tists, technicians, econom-
ists, statisticians, doctors,
educationalists to begin to
draw up an international
plan for development, and
thus show the way the
world’s resources, freed
from the stranglehold of pro-
fit making, can provide em-
ployment and raise living
standards for working peo-
ple throughout the world.,

Should this policy be
adopted by the T&GWU it
would give a real possibility
of taking a stage further the
bold statement of the Cater-
pillar occupation committee
when they opposed the plant
closure. They displayed a

‘banner saying: ‘We can feed

the world’.




‘News
Line’
joins in
attack on
Scargill

THE 30 June issue of ‘News
Line’ — paper of the group led
by Sheila Torrance — pub-
lished an item in their column
‘Workers Notebook’.

It concerned our alleged
mis-reporting of Des Dutfield,
ﬁlﬁ;ident of the South Wales

We quoted Dutfield in rela-
tion to the planned opening of
the new Margam pit in South
Wales, an opening which Brit-
ish Coal says depends on the
introduction of six-day work-
ing. Dutfield made certain re-
marks about the scab Union
of Democratic Mineworkers’
president, Roy Lynk.

This is how we reported
Dutfield: ‘Lynk seems to be
saying a lot of things that the
South Wales miners have been
arguing for a long time. If it helps
to bring jobs to South Wales, i
hope you (the press) plaster
what the UDM are saying all
about.’ (Workers Press, 27
June 1987)

News Line comments as fol-
lows:

‘When “News Line” contacted
Dutfield to confirm this quote he
stated emphatically that he had
neither spoken 'to Workers
Press nor made such a remark
to the press. The “Western
Mail”, the daily paper in South
Wales, had no record of it
either.’

How strange, for the daily
paper in South Wales on 23
June, under a headline ‘UDM
set to step in if super-pit is
blacked’, said the following:

6 Earlier the UDM president, Mr
Roy Lynk, echoed at Weymouth
recent statements by the South
Wales leaders saying that as the
industry is changing, so too,
must the mining union.

The fact that the UDM lead-
ership are arguing the same
case on six-day production as
the South Wales leadership,
would have been expected to
cause embarrassment to the tra-
ditionally most loyal NUM area.

But South Wales NUM presi-
dent, Mr Des Dutfield, said last
night: ‘If it helps us to bring the
jobs to South Wales, | hope you
plaster what the UDM are saying
all about.

‘It might help South Wales
enormously, not just the miners,
but the whole region, because
we desperately need to get the
Margam jobs.

‘Lynk seems to be saying a lot
of the things the South Wales
miners have been arguing for a
long time.’

Mr Dutfield also said the
South Wales leaders had now
been proved right in warning
that if the NUM turned their
backs on Margam the break-
away union would move in to
help bolster their faling mem-
bership numbers.§

(‘Western Mail’, 23 June
1987)

The ‘News Line’ group have
again been caught out as
liars. That is hardly news.
What is interesting is the na-
ture of this latest lie.

The Torrance group are de-
liberately covering up for Dut-
field who has been part of the
alliance of Stalinists and
right-wingers who are sparing
no effort in trying to introduce
six-day working on the nation-
al union, in opposition to un-
ion President Arthur Scargill
and NUM policy to fight for a
four-day working week.

Poorest hit

A RECENT report has
shown that privatisation and
deregulation of the bus ser-
vice will bing greatest
hardship to the poor.
_Worse and fewer bus ser-
vices, fewer jobs at lower
wages for bus workers and
less information about avail-
able services are predicted

LONDON POSTMEN have
claimed victory after a week-
long strike in defence of union
agreements. Some 900 postal
workers walked out of the
Western Central District
Office last week after Post
Office management flouted an
agreement on the use of
casual workers.

Post boxes were sealed in
central London — after staff in
other districts struck when
they were toid to do the work
of the West Central staff.

The employment of casuals
by the Post Office in rush
periods is not in contention.
Postmen claim that manage-
ment broke the agreement for
their introduction. On Thurs-
day 24 June management in-
troduced 30 casuals without
reference to the union.

There was an immediate
walk-out and a picket was

BY PHIL PENN

established. The casualis,
many with other jobs, crossed
the picket line shouting abuse
at the striking postmen.

By Tuesday the strike was
spreading rapidly. Mail for the
whole of the City of London,
including foreign mail, had
been stopped and postal
workers at London’s Heath-
row Airport come out.

At a mass meeting follow-
ing a march of 900 workers
through London on Tuesday
the workers voted overwhel-
mingly to stay out. Later that
evening management re-
sumed negotiations and final-
ly agreed to withdraw the
casual labour. On this basis
the strikers were recom-
mended by their committee to
return to work.

Postmen claim Lond
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on victory
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EETPU leader anticipates expulsion

L__BY TRAVIS GOULD |

SOUTH WALES
electricians’ lead-
er Wyn Bevan last
week told a CBI
conference on
‘Creating a No-
strike Environ-
ment’ that a split
within the TUC is
inevitable.

The intentigns “of
other unions at the
next TUC conference
would ‘almost certain-
ly be designed to have
us excluded from the
TUC, or to make it im-
possible for us (the

electricians’ union,
EETPU) to stay’, he
said.

He went on to warn of ‘a
thousand hand-to-hand
combats’, referring to the
fight as he sees it to re-
cruit union members.

The EETPU has been in-
structed by the TUC to rip-up
or dispense with deals at two
factories in South Wales:
Yuasa Batteries in Ebbw
Vale and Orion in Kenfig.

Bevan warned again:
‘How long can we continue to
take these damaging awards
which seem designed to push
us out of the club?’ Friction
between the Transport and
General Workers Union
(T&GWU) and the EETPU
erupted at this year’s Wales
TUC conference over the
poaching of members, and
the methods used by the
EETPU.

However, it goés deeper
than that. At the heart of the
matter is what kind of lead-
ership is required for the
working class.

In order to win members,
expand and gain influence,
the EETPU have become the
policemen of the capitalist
system. Their no-strike sing-
le-union agreements which
they auction off to employers
and their willingness to orga-
nise scabs to strike-break
and undermine trade union
rights — as they did at Wap-
ping — prove this beyond
any doubt.

Hammonds

But the Hammonds of this
world are present also in
other major unions like the
engineering union (AEU).
They are not interested in
fighting for and protecting
the interests of their mem-

bers, but of preserving their
own privileges at any price.

These forces in the trade
union movement and the
road they want to travel of
class collaboration and ser-
vility to their Tory masters

must be defeated in the’

struggle to build a revolu-
tionary leadership in the
trade unions.

Central to that struggle is
the expulsion of the EETPU
from the TUC.

The same choice — which
road to travel — faces the
NUM also. It comes as no
surprise that Bevan says if
there is going to be a ‘free-
for-all’ then the EETPU will
vie with the UDM and the
T&GWU for the whole of the
Margam cake.

The NUM must get ready
to do battle with British
Coal’s blackmail-inspired
vultures, not give in to them.

At Hitachi in South Wales,
one of the first factories in

Britain to sign a no-strike

single-union agreement, .

there is continuing unrest
and deep dissatisfaction with
the EETPU.

In ‘no-strike’ Hitachi on 23
June there was a spon-
taneous two-hour stoppage
by the whole workforce (ex-
cept for a few temporary
workers). -

The action was taken
mainly over the question of
pay. Their wage rise was due
In April, and so far nothing
has been offered.

Many other issues though
are creating a disgruntled
workforce and rumours
abound that many workers
there are dropping out of the
EETPU.

Those trade unionists who
oppose the road the EETPU
are treading will welcome
Bevan’s statements, and will
be gearing themselves up for
those ‘thousand hand-to-
hand combats’.

I O S
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SINN FEIN is un-
doubtedly the most
vociferous and ac-
tive anti-
imperialist party
in Ireland.

That it should
change its long-
standing policy of ab-
stention in relation to
the Free State Parlia-
ment comes as no sur-
prise when considered
against the back-
ground of hard work
and persistence on the
part of those advocates
for change.

While the new depar-
ture has proved to be of
immense concern to the
establishment parties in
the South, the republican
left and socialists in
general have tended to
greet the move with some
degree of satisfaction.

Regardless of whether
such satisfaction is justified,
the left cannot afford to sit
back and grow complacent.
Now, perhaps more so than
ever, there is a growing need
for ideological, political and
strategical debate.

This is essential if the anti-
imperialist struggle is to
avoid losing its way and its
thread of continuity in a
labyrinth of parliamentary
legality.

A useful exercise at this
stage would be to examine
the possible effects on the
development of the anti-
imperialist struggle pro-
duced by the recent Sinn
Fein policy change.

Due to media hype, a popu-
lar image has been created
which shows that the issue of
abstentionism gives express-
ion to a left/right divide
within Sinn Fein. But how
useful is the media charac-
terisation of the issue?

If the media veneer is
scratched it would seem that
the divide is not so much
along left/right lines as
along traditionalist/mod-
ernist lines. There would

WORKERS PRESS has published a great
deal of discussion material on the problems
facing Irish revolutionaries and the Irish work-
ing class. Here we publish an article on the
question of abstentionism, of the ‘stages’
theory, and other issues under discussion
among socialists and republicans.

This letter, from two prisoners in the
Long Kesh H-blocks, was published in ‘An
Reabhloid’, journal of People’s Democracy,
the Irish section of the United Secretariat of
the Fouth International.

seem to be very little evi-
dence to support the view
that a significant difference
exists betwen the political
ideology of either Sinn Fein
or Republican Sinn Fein.

Statements by protagon-

- ists of either side (for exam-

ple, Adams and O’Cannail)
differ little in terms of social
content.

Both factions are anti-
imperialist and advocate the
eventual establishment of a
decentralised socialist
society.

In view of this it is perhaps
best to view the central
difference between the two
parties as follows: Sinn Fein
1s attempting to bring repub-
licanism into the late 20th

century with all the hazards

which that entails, whereas
Republican Sinn Fein seem
content to leave republican-
ism in the state of monastic
isolation and freedom from
contamination afforded by
the legitimacy conferred
upon it by the second Dail.

The problem with the
approach of Republican Sinn
Fein is that abstentionism in
the present political environ-
ment is very much an
anachronism.

They fail to understand
that participation in a
bourgeois parliament can
often be a valid and neces-
sary revolutionary tactic,
despite its inherent dangers.

The approach of Sinn Fein
is no less problematic. While
attempting to bring republi-
canism into the late 20th can-
tury for the purpose of mak-

ing it ‘relevant’ they have
failed to specify exactly
what is meant by ‘relevant’.

Relevance always exists in
a certain context. What was
relevant yesterday may not
be so today.

Seemingly, the most ‘re-
levant’ political ideology in
Ireland today 1s some brand
of social reformism, and,
arguably, by adopting such
an ideology and giving some
practical expression Sinn
Fein could become relevant.

But becoming relevant in a
given context (e.g. social re-
formism) without attemp-
ting to change that context
inevitably means rendering
a new context (e.g. revolu-
tionary) irrelevant.

While socialists and the re-
publican left are justified in
feeling that the position of
Republican Sinn Fein is un-
tenable, they can only give
unqualified support to the
Sinn Fein decision to enter
Leinster House if Sinn Fein
are intent on changing the
present context in which so-
cial reformism is relevant.

This is so because, while
the left are obliged to sup-
port all anti-imperialist
struggles, they must critical-
ly assess the strategies and
tactics of all groups involved
in that struggle in order to
establish just how far the
struggle can be taken by any
particular group.

In this respect, socialists
and the republican left must
address themselves to the
question of how far Sinn fein
can take the anti-Imperialist

REPUBLICAN PRISONERS OF WAR

LONG LARTIN
HM Prison Long Lartin, South
Littleton, Evesham, Worcs,
WR11 5TZ
LIAM BAKER, 20-year sentence,
464984. :
JAMES BENNETT, 20-year sent-
ence, 464989.
EDDIE BUTLER, Life sentence,
338637.
ROBERT CUNNINGHAM, 20-year
sentence, 131877.
GERRY CUNNINGHAM, 20-year
sentence, 132016.
JOHN McCOMB, 17-year sent-
ence, B51715.
ANDY MULRYAN, 20-year sent-
ence, 461576.
PATRICK MULRYAN, 20-year
sentence, 461575,
NOEL GIBSON, Life sentence,
879225.

PARKHURST
HM Prison Parkhurst, Newport,
Isle of Wight, PO30 5NX
PATRICK HACKETT, 20-year
sentence, 342603.
GERRY McDONNELL, Life sent-
ence, B75882.
PAUL NORNEY, Life sentence,
863532.
TOMMY QUIGLEY, Life sentence
69204.
PETER SHERRY, Life sentence,
B75880.

WAKEFIELD
HM Prison Love Lane, Wake-
field, W Yorks. WF2 9AG
HUGH DOHERTY, Life sentence,
338636.
NATALINO VELLA, 15-year sent-
ence, B71644.

ALBANY

HM Prison Albany, Newport, Isle
of Wight, PO30 5RS
MARTIN BRADY, Life sentence,
119087.
HARRY DUGGAN, Life sentence,
338638.

BILLY GRIMES,
SEAN HAYES, 20-year sentence,
341418.
SEAN KINSELLA, Life sentence,
758661.

GARTREE
HM Prison Gartree, Leicester Rd,
Market Harborough, Leics, LE16
7RP
RONNIE McCARTNEY, Life sent-
ence, 463799.
STEPHEN NORDONE, Life sent-

" ence 758663.

JOE O'CONNELL, Life sentence,
338635
ROY WALSH, Life sentence,
119083.

FRANKLAND
HM Prison Finchale Ave, Bras-
side, Durham
WILLIAM ARMSTRONG, Life sent-
ence, 119085
BRENDAN DOWD, Life sentence,
758662.
PAUL HOLMES, Life sentence,
119034.
CON McFADDEN, 20-year sent-
ence, 130662.
MICHAEL J McKENNEY, 16-year
sentence, L46486.
EDDIE O'NEILL, 20-year sent-
ence, 135722, .

LEICESTER
HM Prison Welford Rd, Leices-
ter, LE2 7AJ
PAUL KAVANAGH, Life sentence,
1888.
BRIAN KEENAN, 21-year sent-
ence, B26380.
PATRICK McGEE, Life sentence,
B75881.

WORMWOOD SCRUBS
HM Prisdn, PO Box 757, Du Cane
Road, London W12 OAE
DONAL CRAIG, 4 years.

VINCE DONNELLY, Life Sent-
ence, 274064.

DURHAM
HM Prison Durham, Oid Elvert

Street, Durham.
MARTINA ANDERSON, Life sent-
ence, D25134.
ELLA O'DWYER, Life sentence,
D25135.
REMAND PRISONERS:
BRIXTON
HM Prison, Jebb Avenue, Brix-
ton, London SW2 S5XF.
G. (DANNY) McNAMEE, 148616
LIAM McCOTTER, 1.B83693
PATRICK McLAUGHLIN, LB83694
LIAM QUINN, 49930
WORMWOOD SCRUBS
INNOCENT MEN AND
WOMEN FRAMED BY THE
BRITISH POLICE:
CAROLE RICHARDSON, 290718,
HM Prison Styal, Wilmslow,
Cheshire '
PATRICK ARMSTRONG, HM Pris-
on Gartree.
PAUL HILL, 462778. HM Prison
Wormwood Scrubs.
GERARD CONLON, 462779, HM
Prison Long Lartin.
JUDITH WARD, HM Prison
Durham.
HUGH CALLAGHAN, 509499, HM
Prison Gartree.
JOHN WALKER, 509494, HM Pris-
on, Long Lartin.
BILLY POWER, 509498, HM Pris-
on Wormwood Scrubs.
GERARD HUNTER, 509495, HM
Frison Frankland.

RICHARD MCcILKENNY, 509497,
HM Prison Wormwood Scrubs.
PADDY HILL, 509496, HM Prison
Gartree.

PATRICK McLOUGHLIN, HM Pris-
on Wormwood Scrubs.

They are all serving life.and in the
case of Carole Richardson, indefi-
nite detention.

We thank An Cumann Cabhrach, British
section, for supplying and updating this
information.

struggle in-the wake of their
decision to participate in
Leinster House.

Recently, in an interview
with the °‘Irish Times’ (10
December 1986) Gerry
Adams was asked whether
as a result of Sinn Fein’s
policy he would be asking
people to vote for socialist
and republican policies. He
allegedly replied:

‘I don’t think that social-
ism is on the agenda at all at
‘this stage except for political
activists of the left. What is
on the agenda now is an end
to partition. You won’t even
get near socialism until you
have achieved national inde-
pendance. It’s a pre-
requisite.’

In articulating his posi-
tion, Gerry Adams stated
that socialism is a thing of
the future.

Some republicans have
already stated that he means
that the establishment of a
socialist society is a thing of
the future and not the social-
ist process.

However such an inter-
pretation seems seriously
flawed. Gerry Adams was
specifically asked if Sinn
Fein would be requiring peo-
ple to vote for socialist poli-
cies now that Sinn Fein will
be participating, if elected,
in Leinster House.

Voting for socialist poli-
cies now is part of the social-
ist process. Gerry Adams’
non-affirmative response is
a clear indication that he, at
least, feels the socialist pro-
cess is not yet under way.

In the same interview,
Gerry Adams stated that he
hoped Sinn Fein would cap-
ture some of the support that

JAMES CONNOLLY

Fianna Fail, the Labour Par-
ty and the Workers Party
presently enjoy.

While this is a legitimate
tactic by most people’s stan-
dards, it nevertheless points
to the fact that without in-
itiating the socialist process
the fight for that support will
take place can only on non-
socialist ground, i.e. that of
social reformism or
nationalism.

This would, in effect, mean
that Sinn Fein would need to
become a more vigorous so-
cial reformist or nationalist

Sinn Fein’s GERRY ADAMS

WORKERS PRESS was
asked by solicitors fighting
for the release of the Guild-
ford Four to publish a correc-
tion to a statement made in
an interview with one of the
relatives of the prisoners
(see Workers Press, 13 June
1987).

We believe the mistake this
person made was the resuit
of a genuine misunderstand-
ing and Workers Press pub-
;lsh:d the statement in good
aith.

However, a small group of
people who were expelled
from the WRP in 1985, calling
themselves the WRP and
publishing a paper called the
‘News Line’, have seized
upon the correction in order
to try and score an unprinci-
pled point.

Twisting the facts, they im-
ply that the interview con-
tained ‘lies and distortions’
which thereby endangered
the prisoners’ chances of re-
lease.

A reactionary provocation

This group have so far not
raised a finger in defence of
the framed prisoners, only
using their ‘interesting’ story
to pad out a TV review page
on one occasion in July last
year.

The only other mention the
prisoners have received in
the pages of the ‘News Line’
is in the anonymous ‘Work-
ers Notebook’ column on the
30 June 1987, where they are
cynically used as a weapon
with which to attack the
WRP.

We repeat, part of the inter-
view published in the Work-
ers Press was the result of
incorrect information which
was both given and received
in good faith.

Nobody lied!

In view of the legal aspects
surrounding the issue at this
point the ‘News Line’ article
is nothing short of a reaction-
ary provocation.

Socialism: now or later?

party than the others.

If this is so, then how far
can Sinn Fein take the strug-
gle against imperialism?
What can a combination of
social reformism and
nationalism in the South
linked to armed struggle in
the North hope to achieve?

It was the view of James
Connolly that national li-
beration could only be
achieved through the social-
ist process.

His reasons for believing
this were that the bourgeois
classes were too closely tied
to imperialism in one form
or another to be able to com-
plete a national liberation
struggle.

His views were given
validity in 1921. Nothing
which has occurred since
then has seriously chal-
lenged Connolly’s thinking
on this issue.

This brings us to the crux
of the matter which can be
posed in terms of the follow-
1ng: in the course outlined by
Gerry Adams, in order to
achieve national liberation,
there is no need for a
strategy to make the capital-
ists disappear as a class.

A non-socialist process
combined with nationalism
is sufficient.

In the view of James Con-
nolly a socialist process
aimed at making the capital-
ists disappear as a class is
necessary in order to
achieve national liberation.

For Adams the creation of
a qualitatively new politics
to replace the traditional
non-socialist politics isn’t
necessary — for Connolly it
is.

It is our opinion that the
Connolly line, as opposed to
that of Gerry Adams, is the
correct one in the present
conditions.

That past republican
struggles and strategies
have failed to achieve
national liberation is not be-
cause republicans have en-
tered Leinster House, as Re-
publican Sinn Fein have
said, but because they never
took up with socialist strug-
gle as a means of achieving
national liberation.

Without a willingness to
initiate the socialist process
now, Sinn Fein’s decision to
enter Leinster House, while
modernistic, is not revolu-
tionary.

Because of this, Sinn Fein
will inevitably experience
the ruptures, tensions,
dilemmas and failures faced
by all non-socialist groups in
their attempts to make the
parliamentary system work
towards national liberation.

Is sinne,

Micky McMullan and
Antony Mclntyre
H-Blocks

Long Kesh




Gorbachev and Glasnost
Soviet capitalist roaders

FROM the July 1987 issue of ‘Working
Class Opposition’, monthly newspaper
of the International Workers Party
(Fourth International), American
section in solidarity with the
International Workers League (Fourth

International).

SINCE the article was written, the recent
bi-annual plenum of the Central Commit-
tee of the Soviet Communist Party has
seen Gorbachev attempting to broaden
his power base in order to push through
the next period of perestroika (restructur-

ing) of the economy.

In his address,

Gorbachev outlined his plans for cutting
back central planning, for drastic changes
in the pricing system to match prices to
supply and demand. Gorbachev also
stressed that wages must reflect the quali-
ty of work. Plans were also laid for the
opening of state orders to tendering by
competing (publicly owned) contractors;
the creation of funds by local authorities
by means of a turnover tax on local
industry and a ‘realistic’ system of rent
which would reflect the quality of accom-

modation.

THE SOVIET bureaucracy’s adherence to the
utopian vision of socialism in one country in
isolation from the world domination of capital-
ism finally has led to the crisis presently con-

suming Soviet society.

Every sector of the eco-
nomy is systematically
falling short of set goals
for productivity and
growth, and industrial
equipment is for the most
part obsolete.

The result is a list of ail-
ments in the Soviet economy
that is endless: bureaucratic
mismanagement of the cen-
tralised economy; serious
social problems; a high rate
of alcoholism, absenteeism

Gorbachev in East Berlin

and even drug addiction.

By the same token,
although productivity and
growth are significantly be-
hind schedule, there are
neither huge falls in econo-
mic indices nor the violent
fluctuations characteristic
of capitalist economies,
where negative growth is
common.

The fact remains that de-
spite the bureaucracy, the
gains of the Russian Revolu-
tion of 1917 — the socialisa-

tion of the means of produc-
tion and of internal trade,
the abolition of inheritance,
the collectivisation of agri-
culture and the monopoly of
foreign trade have re-
main, guarded by adament
b{xt powerful Soviet working
class.

The 12th Five-year plan ex-
tending from 1986 to 1990 as
well as the forecast for the
next 15 years propose to in-
crease the social productiv-
ity of labour by 20 to 30 per
cent, through the growth of
qualntatgve parameters of
production, i.e. technology
and science.

The plan calls for doubling
national income and indust-
rial output by the year 2000.

To effect this accelaration,
the bureaucracy is introduc-
ing a spectrum of ‘market
oriented’ capitalist roader
reforms.

In the new Law on State
Enterprise submitted for
approval by the Supreme
Soviet in June, a greater de-
centralisation of production
is formalised, giving farm

.and factory managers more

control over what and how to
produce.

At the same time, a ‘profit
and loss accountability’ and
self-financing system will be
instituted under this prop-
osed law that will separate
the operation of enterprises
from the country’s overall
central planning.

‘Profit accountability’
essentially means that fac-
tories operating at a profit
would give their workers
bonuses and other economic
incentives.

Gorbachev plans to com-
pletely abandon ‘wage
levelling’ and implement
‘the socialist principle of dis-
tribution in accordance with
the quantity of one’s work’.

Gorbachev’s distortion of
socialism is grotesque, since
as every worker who has
ever read the Communist
Manifesto knows, the goal of
socialism is to reach a socie-

ty where production and dis- -

tribution is daccording to the
principle ‘from each accord-
ing to his or her ability, to
each according to his or her
needs’ — in other words, the
socialist goal is ‘wage levell-
ing’ and equality.
Gorbachev is taking a ma-
jor step backwards from

real socialist principles.

_But ‘loss accountability’ is
aimed at an even more fun-
damental principle of social-
ism: the right to a job.

The Soviet working class,
unlike workers in the capi-
talist countries, enjoys the
right to a job, a gain won by
the Russian Revolution.

With the introduction of
loss accountability, enter-
prises that are not profitable
will be allowed to close their
doors, lay off workers, who
will tl}en be ‘retrained’ for
work in other sectors of the
economy.

If this sounds familiar, it
should — it is modelled on
the capitalist system of plant
closures and ‘retraining’
that has ravaged the indust-
rial belt of the US.

Methods of ‘self-financing’
already introduced into in-
dustry will be extended to
housing . ‘to pursue the
line for 1mp'rovmg housing
and other social and living
conditions increasingly out of
funds earned by the work col-
lectives. . . ’ (Nikolai Ryzh-
kov, Chairman of the Council
of Ministers, Guidelines for
the 12th Five-year plan).

I In other words, unprofit-
able work collectives will be
penalized by having their
right to decent housing taken
away from them, along with
other social services, since
from now on these rights will
also be dependent on profita-
bility, just as in the capitalist
countries.

In his report to the plenary
session of the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union on
27-28 January, Gorbachev
explained that ‘the system of
foreign trade activities is
being restructured, the rights
of enterprises and industries
in this field have been ex-
tended (our emphasis). New
forms of cooperation, includ-
ing direct relations between
enterprises, joint ventures
and specialised production
and co-production schemes
with foreign partners are con-
tinuing to gain ground.’

Gorbachev could have said
the same thing more simply
— the Soviet Union’s eco-
nomy will now be more and
more directly linked to the
international capitalist eco-
nomy.

More and more the crisis
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of worldwide capitalism will
be directly transmitted into
the domestic Soviet economy

-through ‘direct relations be-

tween enterprises, joint ven-

tures’ and ‘co-production
schemes’.
This ‘reform’ combined

with the internal capitalist-
roader reforms, poses a ma-
jor threat to the Soviet work-

ing class, which has been.

protected by the state
monopoly over foreign trade
since the days of the 1917
October revolution.

Unlike capitalist econo-
mies, where the ‘anarchy of
the market’ prevails over
foreign trade the planned
economy of the Soviet Union
is able to determined in a
centralised way the econo-
mic needs that must be met
by imports.

Once this is determined,
the planners use exports
solely as a means of obtain-
ing foreign exchange to
purchase in the world mar-
ket whatever is needed — the
would process working to in-
sulate the domestic economy
from the recessions and de-
pressions of the capitalist
world

Fifty years of betrayals of
the revolutionary struggles
of workers in other countries
by the Soviet bureaucracy
have already taken their toll
on the domestic economy of
the Soviet Union.

Isoiated, and burdened by
an arms race forced upon it
by US imperialism the
Soviet Union has never been
able to overcome its econo-
mic backwardness in com-
parison with the imperialist
countries.

Today, just as in the era of
the Tsars, the Soviet Union is
primarily an exporter of raw
materials, and an importer
of producer goods and high
technology.

With the international col-
lapse of the price of raw
materials, including oil, all
Soviet plans based on export
earnings have been thrown
into crisis, especially im-
ports of producer goods and

- high technology.

The response of Mikhail
Gorbachev and the
bureaucracy to this crisis is
exactly the opposite of the
revolutionary solution of ex-
tending the gains of 1917 to
the rest of the world.

Gorbachev’s answer is to
further integrate the Soviet
economy into the world capi-
talist economy, truly follow-
ing the capitalist road.

Glasnost has meant a new
openess in the press of the
Soviet Union, but the critics
of Soviet policy whose voices
are now being heard in the
open for the first time are of
a very peculiar kind.

They are critics of those
who oppose Gorbachev’s re-
forms, and who say that Gor-
bachev’s reforms do not go
far enough down the capital-
ist road.

One example is prominent
Soviet economist Nikolai
Shmelyov, who advocates
the abolition of all price con-
trols and subsidies, the eli-
mination of central planning
and the devaluation of the
ruble to reflect its ‘real
value’ on the international
market.

All Shmelyov needs to add
to his programme to be com-
pletely in line with Ronald
Reagan’s and Margaret
Thatcher’s ‘free market’
programme is a call for the
privatisation of Soviet in-
dustry!

The fact that glasnost is a
very selective kind of demo-
cratic reform designed to en-
courage the forces of politic-
al reaction and capitalist
restoration is ‘revealed in a
hundred other ways.

The right-wing Russian
nationalist group Pamyat,
compared by some to the
Black Hundreds that led the
pre-1917 pogroms, is now
allowed to hold public meet-
ings and demonstrations,
and is even invited to meet
W{it}‘l high government offi-
cials.

Gorbachev himself has
encouraged Great Russian
chauvinism and the con-
tinued oppression of the
natsi%nal minorities in the

When a massive protest
occurred in Alma Ata
against the replacement of a
local party official by a
Great Russian bureaucrat,
Gorbachev called the de-
monstrations ‘manifesta-
tions of parochialism, ethnic
isolation and ethnic arro-
gance’! (Talk about arro-
gance. . . )

It is true that some politic-
al prisoners have been re-
leased. Andrei Sakharov, for
instance, emerged from
prison in Gorky to publicly
announce his support and
admiration for Gorbachev’s
reforms.

But none of the old Trots-
kyists or supporters of Zino-
viev, those who are known
still to be alive somewhere in
the Gulags, have yet been
heard from.

It is true that Boris Paster-
nak’s ‘Dr Zhivago’ is sche-
duled for publiction, but
what about the writings of
the President of the Lening-
rad Soviet and the Third In-
ternational, Gregory Zino-
viev, or the head of the Red
Army after 1917, Leon Trots-
ky, or any of the hundreds of
other revolutionary leaders
liquidated by Stalin in the
great Moscow purge trials
and the KGB terror of the
1930s?

The truth about glasnost is
there for all who care to see
— it is the greatest capitula-
tion of the Soviet bureaucra-
cy to 1mperlahsm since
World War II.

The final word on glasnost
has yet to be heard, and
sooner than expected. The
last several months have
witnessed riots by youth in
East Berlin demanding
‘glasnost’ to listen to rock
and roll concerts in West
Berlin.

Yugoslavia has been
shaken by a nationwide
strike wave against the au-
sterity measures imposed by
the bureaucracy, and the
Soviet working class may
very well demand that glas-
nost and democratic reforms
be extended to include demo-
cratic rights for the working
class, and the protection of
the gains that are under
attack by Gorbachev.

No doubt Gorbachev’s
nightmares are regularly fil-
led with the spectre of a
Soviet-style Solidarnosc,
which no doubt is also in the
dreams of the Soviet work-

.ers, - and. perhaps .even in

their plans.
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~ Trinidad: A march of oil workers from Fyzabad to Port of Spain

Trinidad trade unions’ jubilee

BORN IN STRUGGLE

TRADE UNIONISTS from around the West In-
dies, and international guests including dele-
gates from the Congress of South African Trade
Unions (COSATU), joined brothers and sisters in
Trinidad recently to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the big strike wave which swept

the Caribbean in 1937.

The events — con-
tinuing this month, with a
Caribbean women trade
unionists’ conference on
10-12 July, — began with
a march and rally on 19
June at Fyzabad, where
Trinidad’s oil workers
came out on strike on 19
June, 1937.

Trade Unionism in the

West Indies was born in
struggle. Workers had to

~._fight the employers, the colo-

nial government, the police,
and troops — the might of
the British Empire.

The big strike wave
actually lasted from Janu-
ary 1935 — when sugar work-
ers in St.Kitts came out to
fight for decent wages —
through to June 1938, when
there was a general strike in
Jamaica.

In September, 1935, strikes
broke out among Indian
agricultural workers in
Guyana. The following
month, three workers were
killed and 26 injured when
the governor of St.Vincent
ordered police to disperse a
crowd demonstrating
against high customs duties.

In St.Lucia, the governor
called up a warship and had
marines patrol the streets
after workers coaling ships
there had gone on strike. The
strikers returned after a
committee was set up to in-
vestigate their conditions.

Trinidad’s oil workers had
taken a 30 per cent pay cut in
1928. Between 1935 and 1937,
the island’s cost of living
rose 17 per cent.

In 1935, the oil workers
came out on strike for better
pay and conditions, but were
persuaded to go back by
Arthur Andrew Cypriani,
mayor of Port of Spain, and
leader of the Trinidad
Labour Party.

Cypriani had promised
workers would get their jobs
back if the strike ended, but
this was not kept.by the oil
companies. -

Tubal Uriah ‘Buzz’ Butler,
originally from Grenada,
had come like many Grena-
dian workers to get a job in
the oilfields. An ex-soldier —
he had served with the Brit-
ish Army in Egypt — ‘Buzz’
Butler had gained his first
political experience heading
an ex-service association in
Grenada.

His Union of Returned Sol-
diers, fighting for pensions,
educational facilities and
jobs, gave rise in turn to the
Grenada Representative
Government Movement, de-
manding elected govern-
ment and one person, one
vote.

In 1936, Butler quit the Tri-
nidad Labour Party and
formed the British Empire
Workers and Citizens Home

Tubal Uriah ‘Buzz’ Butler, cen-
tral leader of Trinidad oil
workers’ strike

Rule Party. It called on oil
workers(mainly African-
origin) and sugar estate
workers to unite for decent
wages and conditions. It also
callled for an end to colonial
rule.

‘We are determined to use
the strike and boycott,” But-
ler declared, ad(i;essing oil
workers i Fyzabad on April
18, 1937. ‘We are under
crown colony government
and it is their habit to use the
police in support of the capi-
talist. We expect govern-
ment to keep away . . . and
not interfere.’

Turning to the police, But-
ler said: ‘You, tell the col-

onel that from tomorrow
night he will not be safe, we
are not afraid of bullets and
British bayonets . . . There
are strikes in America,
Venezuela, and England.’

On 19 June, after attempts

to meet the authorities and

emdployers for negotiations
had been rebuffed, the oil
workers came out. Besides
the issues of pay and condi-
tions, they felt strongly ab-
out the imposition of white
South African racialists in
management in the oil fields,
and the use of the ‘Red
Book’, a kind of ‘passport’
which workers had to carry
containing photograph, per-
sonal details and work re-
cord.

- That evening, as Butler
was again addressing the oil
workers in Fyzabad, police
arrived with a warrant for
his arrest. ‘Comrades, must
I go?’, he asked the crowd.
‘No!’, they responded three
times.

When the police tried to
move in and arrest him, the
workers fought back. In the
fighting, a police inspector
and a corporal were Killed,
and many police officers in-
jured.

As the strike spread, Gov-
ernor Sir Murchison Fletch-
er called for help. The
warship HMS Ajax arrived
on 22 June, followed two
days later by HMS Exeter.
Platoons of Royal Marines
disembarked.

On 5 July, having gained
some concessions on pay,
and a commission to investi-
gate labour conditions in Tri-
nidad, the oil workers began
returning. On 25 July, the
Oilfields Workers Union was
formed, and set out its de-
mands for a pay increase
and two weeks paid holiday.

Soon, more unions were
being set up. The All-
Trinidad Sugar Estates and
Factory Workers’ Union
organised the islands’ other
big industry. The Transport
and General Workers’ Union
was formed in September
1937, the Seamen’s Union
and Public Works’ Union
were recognised later.

In Barbados, on 26 July
1937, the governor deported
union organiser Clement
Payne, a friend of ‘Buzz’
Butler. A large crowd
gathered at the dockside to
prevent the deportation, but

police had hustled Payne on
to an earlier steamer.

As soon as they heard this,
the workers were enraged,
and a battle broke out in
which the police killed 14
workers and injured 47.

Back in Trinidad, 2,000
British troops combing the
island had failed to capture
Butler. The trade union
fighter stayed on the run un-
til 27 September, when he
was persuaded to come out
of hiding so he could give
evidence to the commission
of inquiry.

As soon as he appeared,
however, Butler was sur-
rounded by troops and police
and thrown into jail, charged
with sedition. On 16 Decem-
ber, 1937, Tubal Uriah ‘Buzz’
Butler was sentenced to two
years.

Upon his release in 1939,
‘Buzz’ began organising the
oil workers again. By now,
the British Empire was
going to war — ‘for democra-
cy’, as the Labour leaders
and later Stalinists too would
claim.

The people of the West In-
dies were still waiting to en-
joy some of that ‘democra-
cy’, and ‘Buzz’ Butler re-
fused to subordinate the oil
workers’ interests to the col-
onial rulers’ war. He was
arrested again on 28 Novem-
ber, 1939, and sentenced to
five years.

Today, as Trinidad trade
unionists celebrate the
jubilee of their movement,
they know that with political
‘independence’ their strug-
gle has not ended. The Carib-
bean islands’ economies
have been thrown into de-
cline and poverty by capital-
ism, and US imperialism
polices the area.

Along with the celebra-
tions there have been confer-
ences on the devastation
caused by the world debt
crisis, and on the political
situation in the West Indies
since the 1983 US invasion of
Grenada.

In drawing inspiration
from the vision and heroism
of their forerunners, young
workers wiil also have to
examine the political history
of their movement so as to
build a new revolutionary
leadership and go forward to
victory. )

Raskolnikov letter

‘You are
wading
through
comrades’
blood’

A LETTER from Bolshevik sailors’ leader and
Red Navy commander Fyodor Raskolnikov,
accusing Stalin of ‘wading through the blood of
yesterday’s friends and comrades’, has been
published in a popular Soviet magazine for the
first time — almost 50 years since it was written.
The Raskolnikov letter appears in the mass-
circulation weekly ‘Ogonyok’ together with an article
giving for the first time the Soviet Defence Ministry’s
own figures on Red Army and naval commanders
slaughtered by Stalin in the 1937-1939 purges.

Three out of five marshals,
50 out of 57 corps comman-
ders, and 401 of 456 colonels
— these are the kind of sta-
tistics ‘Ogonyok’ quotes.

Raskolnikov, real name
Ilyin, a Bolshevik since 1910,
led the Kronstadt sailors in
the October 1917 Revolution,
undertook hazardous naval
missions in the wars of in-
tervention, and was cap-
tured at one time by the
British, being held briefly in
Brixton prison.

After commanding the
Soviet Baltic fleet he was
sent to Afghanistan on im-
portant diplomatic work, la-
ter working in Europe.

Recalled to Moscow in
1937, Raskolnikov heard he
had been sacked, and went
into exile instead. His col-
league Antonov-Ovsenko re-
turned, and was shot.

‘Outlawed’ by Stalin in
1939, Raskolnikov wrote his
letter thanking the dictator
for having ‘given me the
same rights . as all
Soviet citizens, who under
your rule live as outlaws.’

The Bolshevik fighter ac-
cuses Stalin of ‘wading
through the blood of yester-
day’s friends and comrades,
staging court trials which
surpass medieval witch-
hunts in the absurdity of the
accusations.’

‘While differing with
Trotsky on points of princi-
ple,” Raskolnikov declares,
‘I regard him as an honest
revolutionary.’ He refuses to
believe the lies of the Mos-
cow Trials, and denounces
Stalin as a ‘perjurer’ and
‘renegade’ who has ‘des-
troyed Lenin’s party.’

‘On the eve of war, with
the spearhead of fascism
aimed at the Soviet Union,
you are destroying and be-

heading the Red Army, kill-
ing its most talented com-
manders,” Raskolnikov
warns. ‘Sooner or later, the
Soviet people will call you to
account as the betrayer of
1s:_ocialism and the revolu-
ion.’

Raskolnikov’s letter raises
dangerous questions for Sta-
lin’s successors. In at least
one version — perhaps not
that seen by ‘Ogonyok’ — he
accuses Stalin of destroying
workers’ hopes by proclaim-
ing ‘that socialism has
already been fully built.
. . . the workers bewil-
dered, ask each other in
whispers: “If this is social-
ism, then what, comrades,
did we fight for?”.’

In 1956, Raskolnikov was
rehabilitated and post-
humously readmitted to the
party after Khruschev
famous ‘secret speech’ on
Stalin’s reign. But following
Khruschev’s fall, Raskolni-
kov was denounced once
more, as a ‘Trotskyist and
traitor’, in 1965.

Meanwhile, oppositionists
had got hold of the Letter to
Stalin, and circulated it clan-
destinely.

Commenting on Raskolni-
kov’s courageous attack,
‘Ogonyok’ contrasts it
favourably with the inadequ-
ate explanation of the ‘cult of
the personality’ adopted offi-
cially by the Party. The
magazine blames this for
‘stagnation in-the social sci-
ences’ in the Soviet Union.

‘What remains now is to
investigate the reasons and
conditions that led to the
appearance of the Stalin
cult, and the historical ex-
perience of the struggle
against it’, ‘Ogonyok’ con-
cludes.

TWO BOOKS BY F F RASKOLNIKOV

Kronstadt and Petrograd in 1917
In 1917, the sailors of Kronstadt were at the centre of the
Russian Revolution and Raskolnikov, aged 25, was their
leader. This is his day-by-day account of the Bolsheviks’

£4.95
0 86151 023 2

struggle to seize power.

Tales of Sub-Lieutenant llyin

Stories from Raskolnikov's part in the civil war which followed
the revolution, including scuttling the Black Sea fleet in 1918
to keep the ships from falling into the hands of the Kaiser, and
Raskolnikov's capture by the British and imprisonment in

£4.95

0 86151 025 9

Available from:

New Park Publications Ltd
21-25 Beehive Place
London SW9 7QR

01-274 6885

Please add 85p for orders by post
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1 Si ore police round
More than 20 people have been arrested u n [ 4 M a rx i sl s )

in Singapore in a round-up of alleged
‘Marxists’.

The Lee Kuan Yew government accuses them
of being involved in a ‘communist conspiracy’ to

Fermin v Montes Garcia,
arrested in 1980

Cecilla Radrigan Plaza, 39,
arrested in October 1981

Jorge Palma Donoso, 37,
arrested in February 1983

Juan Gajardo Ortiz, 52,
arrested in February 1981

Hugo Marchant Moya, 33,
arrested in September 1983

Miriam Ortega Araya, 37,
arrested in January 1981

P aace

Carlos Garcia Herrera, 371,
arrested in January 1981

Accomplices
in torture

[ BYTRUDIJACKSON |

THE WEST GERMAN govern-
ment is refusing political asy-
lum to 14 Chilean ‘opposition-
ists’ who are currently await-
ing trial by military tribunal.

The 14 are certain to receive
the death penalty should their
trial go ahead, as ‘confes-
sions’ under torture have
been extracted from them that
they were all involved in a
conspiracy to assassinate
General Pinochet.

Some of the accused, like
Fermin Montes Garcia, have
been in prison for more than
six years on this charge.

In May members of the
European Parliament were
asked if they would issue
visas for the defendants in
order that they would avoid
execution. (Under Chilean law
the death penalty can be
transformed to that of extradi-
tion.)

West German Minister of
the Interior, Friedrich Zimmer-
mann, despite a direct appeal
from a human rights organisa-
tion, initially turned down the
appeal.

Disregarding how the
admissions of ‘guilt’ were
known to have been obtained,
Zimmermann called the de-
tainees ‘capital offenders’ and
refused them permission of
entry on grounds of ‘security’.

But the outcome has still to
be finally decided. The latest
information is that Chancellor
Kohl is now involved in the
matter.

overthrow it, supposedly led by Tan Wah Piow,

an Oxford law student.

Tan, a former Singa-
pore students union presi-
dent, denies he’s a com-
munist, describing his
politics as ‘democratic
socialist’. :

The detainees are held
under Singapore’s Internal
Security Act, which means
they can be detained inde-
finitely, without trial.

The big ‘conspiracy’ hunt

. began on 21 May with early
“ morning arrests of 16 people,

including Roman- Catholic
church activists, community
workers, lawyers and jour-
nalists.

A further six, including the
leaders of the Singapore
Polytechnic student union,
were arrested in the early
hours of Saturday, 21 June.
The Ministry of Home

[ BY CHARLIE POTTINS |

Affairs.claimed their names
had cropped up during inter-
rogation of the first de-
tainees.

Families allowed to visit
these some days after their
arrest reported signs of ill-
treatment. One prisoner told
her lawyer she had been
beaten-up. Another woman
needed hospital treatment
after one day in custody.

Prime Minister Lee Kuan
Yew has said those held can-
not even expect a trial.

‘It is not a practice, nor
will 1 allow subversives to
get away by insisting that
T’ve got to prove everything
against them in a court of
law or provide evidence that
will stand up to the strict
rules of evidence of a court
of law,” Lee told reporters.

Lee took a double first in
Law at Cambridge. A one-
time ‘socialist’ and ‘anti-
colonialist’, he has turned
Singapore into a cheap-
labour colony for the capital-
ist multi-nationals, and has a
mutual admiration for Mar-
garet Thatcher.

Although this bastion of
the ‘Free World’ has long
had a reputation for rough-
treatment of political oppo-
nents, the latest crack-down
suggests Lee’s People’s Ac-
tion Party government fears
Singapore’s capitalist ‘suc-
cess story’ is facing trouble.

The people detained look
an unlikely bunch of ‘Red
conspirators’. Vincent
Cheng, formerly with the
Catholic Church’s Jurong In-
dustrial Mission and the Stu-
dent Christian Movement
was executive secretary of
the Archdiocesan Justice
and Peace Commission at
the time of arrest.

Ruhr obs anger

S

MORE than 12,000 workers demons- .
trated outside the Thyssen steel com-
pany’s headquarters plant in Duisburg to
oppose mass sackings (above).

Thyssen plans to close steel foundries
in Hattingen and Oberhausen, throwing
4,000 workers on the scrapheap. The
closure will bring unemployment in the
district up to 30 per cent.

7%

jobs.

ya e

Altogether, some 5,900 jobs are due to
go in the Ruhr. Neither the Federal nor
North-Rhine Westphalia state govern-
ment have come up with plans to save

Leaders of the giant IG-Metall union
have come in for severe criticism from
the workers. There was great anger and

bitterness on the recent demonstration.

National struggle in Soviet Latvia

OVER 5,000 people
took to the streets of
Latvia’s capital Riga
on 14 June in the third
of a growing number of
street protests against
the Kremlin-imposed

regime.
The demonstrators
were marking the

anniversary of the de-
portation of 15,000 Lat-
vians to Siberia in June
1941 when Stalinist Rus-
sia occupied the country
in line with the pact with
Hitler’s Germany.

The recent demonstration
marks growing discontent in
the country. In December,
300 Latvian youth protested
at the Freedom Monument
in Riga shouting nationalist
slogans and then marched to
a high-class hotel, which nor-
mally harbours local
bureaucrats.

At Easter, Militia were
called in to quell disturb-
ances at an Art Festival in
Dom Square, Riga.
Apparently, art works which

."had not been officially sanc-

voking protests from Lat-
vian youths.

In an unprecedented act of
defiance, the Militia van
holding the youth was sur-
rounded by 500 people, taunt-
ing the Militia and deman-
ding the release of the youth.
Prevented from leaving, the
Militia backed down and re-
leased the two arrested
youths in front of the crowd.

The victory fuelled the
protesters’ confidence.
According to an official esti-
mate, ‘2,000 youths’ took to
the streets once again mar-
ching to the Freedom Monu-
ment shouting: ‘Freedom in
a Free Latvia’.

According to a report in
the state paper ‘Literatura
un Maksla’ by Janis Peters
of the Writers’ Union, the
demonstration led on to
street battles between ‘Lat-
vian nationalists’ and
‘chauvinists’.

Another report stated that
it was the secon®-night of
fighting which resulted in
many injuries. It said the
demonstration was not spon-
taneous but was organised
after the severe beating-up
of 70 Latvian youths.

The recent larger protest
demonstration included a de-

[ BY PATRICK KANE |

legation from a neighbour-
ing opposition group in
Lithuania. The group ‘Hel-
sinki 86’ made the call for the
protests for 14 June, but
probably never expected
such a mass turnout.

For a change, the 100 Mili-
tia stood by and made no
attempt to suppress events
because they were so out-
numbered.

The national question is at
the root of problems facing
Latvian workers. Since the
Soviet occupation in the
1940s was stabilised, after
thousands were deported
and executed, the country
was subjected to Russifica-
tion which has been com-
p_a:ired to out-and-out geno-
cide.

In an appeal to the Central
Committee of the Commun-
ist Party of the Soviet Union,
the ‘Helsinki '86” group poses
the question: ‘Why have con-
ditions arisen whereby an
oppressive majority of those
living in new, high-standard
housing are immigrants,
while Latvians live in old
run-down housing under de-
grading conditions? :

“This is hidden but deliber-
ate creation of national ani-
mosity which serves neither
the interests of Latvians nor
Russians. Why does the state
security service refuse to see
such violations of law? Why
is there no struggle against
the heirs of Czarist Russian
ideas?’

The Latvian language and
culture is driven from all
aspects of life, they point
out. ‘Our language in so-
called independent and free
socialist Latvia is being
forced out of all institutions
.. . That is not interna-
tionalism they are  talking
about, but real Russian
chauvinism.’

The Latvian Communist
Party, long Stalinised, has
actually defended this racist
policy. In reply to Gorbu-
novs, the CP Secretary, ‘Hel-
sinki 86’ say:

‘We can safely say Gorbu-
novs himself has mixed up
Lenin’s writings about
national politics with Stalin’s
instructions on the same
theme.. If Gorbunovs .con-
tinues in such.a manner.then

Alma Ata will repeat itself in
Riga as well.’

The worker dissidents call
in one appeal to Latvians:
‘Do not lock yourselves into
a narrow nationalistic circle,
but be internationalists.’

The founders of the group
from the town of Liepaja,
Linards Grantins, Raymond
Bitenieks and Martin Bariss
have themselves served
time in prison and were re-
leased in January.

They have courageously
continued their activity in
defiance of threats and
warnings, with great suc-
cess.

Gorbachev’s promises
have so far brought nothing
to Latvian workers. He looks
set for increased opposition
to the present Five-year
plan.

In order for it to be com-
pleted, labour must be
brought into Latvia to such
an extent that the native
population will drop to a tiny
30 per cent and be subjected
to massive Russification.

" This is being done deliber-
ately by the Kremlin as the
production targets set at 25-
30 per cent are way above
the Soviet average of 12-16
per cent. I

Tang Lay Lee worked full-
time for the Young Christian
Workers’ Movement; Mah
Lay Lin was on the staff of
the Chai Chee Catholic Cen-
tre for Foreign Workers;
and Kevin Desmond de
Souza is on the staff of the
Catholic Students Society at
Singapore Polytechnic.

According to the govern-
ment, these people were all
part of a ‘Marxist conspira-
cy to subvert the existing
social and political system in
Singapore through Commun-
ist united front tactics to
establish a Communist
state.’

More than half those de-
tained are women. Teo Soh
Lung, active in the Singa-
pore Association of Women
Lawyers, headed a legal
study group which expressed
concern at government
curbs on press freedom. She
has pioneered legal aid for
poor people in Singapore.

Teresa Lim Li Kok, named
‘Business Woman of the
Year’ in 1986, is managing
director of a publishing firm
whose titles include ‘Legal
Status of Singapore Women’
and ‘Labour Pains’, about
the problems of women
workers in Singapore today.

As for Ng Bee Leng, she
was a full-time social worker
with the Geylang Catholic
Centre for Foreign Workers
in Singapore, which has en-
gaged in such highly subver-
sive work as giving advice
and pastoral care to Filipino
girls employed as house-
maids.

Some of those detained are
associated with the legal
opposition Workers’ Party.
Typesetters Low Yit Leng
and her husband Tan Tee
Seng worked on the Party’s
paper ‘The Hammer’.

Kenneth Tsang also helped
with Workers’ Party pub-
lications. He and his wife,
‘New Straits Times’ journal-
ist Jenny Chin, arrested with
him, are both North-East
Ltondon Polytechnic gradu-
ates.

- Workers’ Party leader
Joshua Jeyaretnam and two
of his colleagues were
arrested on 31 May while
taking part in a picket on the
presidential palace to pro-
test the detentions.

Behind the search for a
‘Red plot’, the Lee Kuan
Yew regime is trying to sup-
press growing opposition to
its policies. The last general
election, two years ago,
showed a noticeable shift in
support away from the rul-
ing People’s Action Party.

Faced with economic
problems, the government
has adopted a wage-cutting
policy, and offered bigger
inducements for foreign
capitalists. To push through
these measures, Lee Kuan
Yew has sharpened instru-
ments of repression, tighten-
ing press laws and using
media, courts and the secret
police to attack opponents.
® In neighbouring
MALAYSIA, fourteen orga-
nisations including the
Malaysian TUC, National
Union of Journalists, Trans-
port union, civil rights and
Christian societies have
joined to form a ‘Human
Rights Support Group’, pro-
testing to the Singapore High
Commission against the de-
tentions.

® In LONDON, the Singapo-
rean and Malaysian British
Association (SIMBA) is
urging representations to
Minister for Home Affairs
Prof. S. Jayakumar, at the
Ministry of Home Affairs,
Phoenix Park, Tanglin Rd.
Singapore 1024.

(for more information con-
tact SIMBA, 20c Breakspear
Rd. London SE4 1UW. Also
let them know of -your pro-
tests, union résolutions ete.)
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Residents of the village of Korotogo display a f»lacard calling on the military
s

coup regime to reinstate Dr Bavadra and h

Fijian Cabinet ministers

BACKGROUND

[ BY DEREK MOORE |

Statistics

POPULATION: 330,441 native Fijians (46 per cent), 347,445 Indians (50 per

cent), 36,766 others (4 per cent).

POLITICS: Alliance Party, old established conservative party.
Fiji Labour Party, formed almost two years ago by the Fijian Trades
Union Congress and increasingly winning support from urban voters

of both races.

National Federation Party, indian dominated

GOVERNMENT: Right of centre coalition of Labour Party and NFP elected 13
April 1987 with a 28-24 majority. Overthrown in military coup, 14 May. Had pledged
to end racial divisions; end corruption, create a nuclear-free Fiji and South Pacific
(following New Zealand's lead in banning visiting US nuclear ships). Promised
more jobs, better welfare and education, had talked of, but not yet acted on,
possibie nationalisation of some foreign enterprises like gold mines.

ARMY: 90 per cent Fijian, officer corps 97 per cent Fijian.

ECONOMY: Sugar, copra, tourism, gold mining, fishing. Fijians own 83 per cent of
the land, Indians own most of the commerce.

F1JI IS a classic creation of
imperialism. The islands of the
South Pacific, populated by
Melanesians, were colonised
by Britain in 1874 and from
around 1880 Indians were intro-
duced as cane cutters.

. This laid the basis for future
divide-and-rule tactics which the
coup leaders are now attempting to
exploit.

(The French have used similar
methods in their nearby colony of
New Caledonia where they are
able to maintain power largely
because the country is divided be-
tween native Kanaks and a mix-
ture of other races introduced by
the French.)

The coup of 14 May is on the
surface along race lines — the
army ousted and arrested the re-
cently elected mixed-race but Indi-
an-dominated Labour and National
Federation Party coalition govern-
ment headed by Dr Timoci
Bavadra.

The coalition lasted exactly one
month from its election on April 13.
For 17 years following independ-
ence from Britain in 1970 when Fiji
became a constitutional monar-
chy, the country has been ruled by
right-wing colonial puppets under
Prime Minister Ratu Sir Kamisese
Mara, a descendant of the original
Fijian tribal leaders.

A member of the coup Cabinet
and seen by.many as the shadowy
figure behind the military in-
tervention, Ratu Mara is an old
boy of Oxford and the London
School of Economics, Knight Com-
mander of St Michael and St
George and Knight of the British
Empire (they don’t make them like
that any more).

He was held in particularly high
esteem by the British, the Amer-
icans and the Pope, all of whom
have continually praised Fijian
democracy and racial harmony.

When Ratu Mara was defeated in
the polls, one Australian newspap-
er, the influential Sydney ‘Morning
Herald’, headlined a story: ‘Lost —
a friend of the US and Britain’ and
went on to say that the Ratu Mara
government ‘had come to be re-
garded as the West’s best friend in

the region’.

This could well be the main
reason behind the coup, rather
than the racial differences which
undoubtedly exist and are ex-
ploited.

Vital US naval presence in the
South Pacific is threatened by a
growing anti-nuclear movement
and rising nationalism.

Although Dr Bavadra has stres-
sed his desire to maintain ‘strong
ties’ with the US and has denied
any moves for closer links with the
USSR, the right wing of Fijian
politics clearly did not accept his
pledge of conservs "~m. What out-
side forces are back... ' em is
unclear at this stage.

Dr Timoci Bavadra, deposed head of
the elected Fijian coalition govern-
ment

On top of the coalition’s proposed
ban on nuclear ships, there were
fears by the former government
that the coalition would support
rebels fighting Indonesian rule in
Irian Jaya, the western section of
Papua New Guinea.

Together with increasing sup-
port for the peoples of the South
Pacific by Libya, these wére the
causes of the explosion.

Shortly after the election former
members of the Alliance Party and
reactionary tribal chiefs organised

arches of up to 5,000 Fijians in
the capital Suva and Lautoka
against the government in an
attempt to whip up racial fears and
justify a clearly well-planned coup
on the basis of defending law and
order.

FlJIl C
Legacy of

THE 14 MAY military coup in Fiji threw the Pacific nation into
crisis as thousands of Fijians protested against the sacking of
the Labour-National Federation Party coalition government.

Tension mounted as most of the country’s shops remained closed and
trade union leaders and members of the ousted government organised

opposition to the military regime.

The first armed takeover in the region’s history received the blessing of British
imperialism through a deal worked out between Governor-General Ratu Ganilau, coup
leader Colonel Rabuka, and the long-time British stooge Ratu Mara.

This replaces the ousted gov-
ernment, elected on 12 April,
with an 18-man ‘advisory coun-
cil’ dominated by right-wing
Melanasian Fijians and leaves
Rabuka and the armed forces
in effective power. Rabuka,
trained in New Zealand, Bri-
tain and Australia, has been
appointed commander of the
armed forces and the commis-
sioner of police.

Fresh elections will not be held
for up to 12 months to enable a new
constitution to drawn up which
will bar the majority Indian
population from political power. It
will also give the right-wing goon
squads time to set about systemati-
cally terrorising Indian Fijians
and driving them out of the
country.

A state of emergency remains in
effect which suspends trade union
and democratic rights, and will be
used to try and break up the grow-
ing unity between the Fijian and
Indian workers and poor which
was behind the election of the mul-
ti-racial government of Dr Timoci
Bavadra.

The legacy of British colonialism
is that the indigenous Fijian people
now make up 46 per cent of the
population, the Indian Fijians 48
per cent and the remainder Euro-
pean, part-European and Chinese.
The land is 83 per cent owned by
the Fijian chiefs, while business
and commerce is almost complete-
ly dominated by Indians, who have
never exercised political power.

Bavadra’s entire government
was kidnapped by gasmasked Fi-
jian soldiers from the parliament
in an SAS-style commando raid
and held under armed guard for
six days while Rabuka, the tradi-’
tional chiefs and Ratu Ganilau
hammered out the deal that would
prevent their return to power.

A group of SAS soldiers due to
visit Fiji conveniently postponed
their trip on the eve of the coup but
the mark of the SAS was present in
the continued use of balaclavas by
Fijian troops.

The coup was immediately de-
nounced by a number of Australian
union leaders and seven maritime,
stevedoring and aviation unions
have imposed bans against the
military regime.

The Australian Labour govern-
ment of Bob Hawke, while not
recognising the new regime, re-
fused to provide shelter to Bavadra
and his colleagues after they were
released from detention.

Hawke also seized on the Fiji
coup as a cover to close down the
Libyan People’s Bureau in Canber-
ra on the ludicrous grounds that it
has been used to set Australians
against each other.

The Hawke government has,
without success, been attempting
to provoke an anti-Libyian re-
sponse among Pacific countries in
recent weeks. As part of this effort,
Foreign Minister Bill Hayden
made a secret night-time flight to
New Zealand recently.

While officially condemning the
coup, the Reagan administration
could not conceal its pleasure. A
Pentagon source told the Sydney
Morning Herald that ‘unofficially
we’re kinda delighted. All of a
sudden our ships couldn’t go to Fiji
and now all of a sudden they can.
We got a little chuckle about the
news.’

The official was referring to
comments by Bavadra that his
government would institute a ban

[ BY PHIL SANDFORD |

on US nuclear-powered warships
similar to that in effect in New
Zealand. The New Zealand ban
enraged US officials, who have
effectively destroyed the ANZUS
military pact in a bid to have it
reversed.

A recent visitor to Fiji was the
US representative to the United
Nations, General Vernon Walters.
Walters has a sinister background
as a coupmaster in Latin America.

However, Bavadra tried to ease

US fears when he came to power,’

stating: ‘Fiji and the US have been
friends for a long time and we want
to maintain that friendliness.’

He also said his government
would not allow the establishment
of Soviet and Libyan embassies in
Fiji.

When Rabuka seized power he
suspended the constitution and dis-
missed the governor-general, the
commander and deputy comman-
der of the armegd forces, the police
commissioner and the judiciary.

However, once the governor-
general gave de facto recognition to
the coup, including a full pardon
for all those who took part, Rabuka
was happy to accept the figleaf of
‘legality’ offered to his regime.

- Rabuka, 38, went straight into
the army after leaving school and
did three years officer-training in
New Zealand before going to San-
dhurst.

He served with the Sixth Gurkha
Rifles in Hong Kong and in the
early 1980s led the Fijian contin-
gent in the UN forces in Israeli-
occupied Sinai. In 1983 he attended
the Joint Services Staff College in
Canberra.

While the ostensible leader of the
coup is Rabuka, the army’s third
highest ranking officer, former
prime minister Ratu Mara
appears deeply implicated in the
well-planned operation. The leader
of the right-wing Alliance Party
that was defeated in the elections,
he was immediately appointed
foreign minister in Rabuka’'s admi-
nistration and is now on the advis-
ory council.

Significantly, Mara was not in
parliament at the time of the
armed seizure of power.

Bavadra came to power on 12
April, ending 17 years of rule by
the autocratic Mara, an Oxford-
educated stooge of imperialism.
Far from leading any fight for
Fijian independence, Mara stated
in 1965: ‘We have declared that
independence is not our goal — we
have never found any sound or
valid reason to abandon our histor-
itc and happy association with Bri-
ain.

No sooner had Bavadra won the
election than right-wing elements

activated a long-standing plan to:

destabilise the government and un-
leash the military. A series of de-
monstrations against the govern-
ment were organised by former
government ministers, including
Apisai Tora, the former Com-
munications Minister who was
charged three days before the coup
with sedition and inciting violence.

Tora urged Fijians to spit on
Indians and would not dissociate
himself from the possibility of vio-
lence.

But the destabilisation campaign
against Bavadra had barely got
under way when Rabuka acted,
provoking an initial crisis among
the ruling class until they were
able to ‘legitimise’ the coup.

What may have forced Rabuka

and Ratu Mara to act so quickly
was the fact that the Bavadra gov-
ernment was apparently beginning
to uncover evidence of corruption
on the part of members of the
Alliance government.

The Fijian armed forces centre
on 2,500 soldiers, 95 per cent of
them ethnic Fijian, in three batta-
lions, one in Lebanon, one in the
Sinai and one in Fiji.

* ok 3k

THE COUP is the legacy of
British colonialism in the
Pacific. The present racial
divisions stem from the
rapacious exploitations of
the region in the 19th cen-
tury.

Along with Japan, Germany
and the United States, the Brit-
ish invaders moved into the
area with the gun in one hand
and the bible in the other. In
the case of Fiji, Indian workers
were imported to work the
plantations from 1879 to 1920, a
process partly stemming from
soaring cotton prices within
the outbreak of the American
Civil War.

The virtual slave trade in the

Sombre crowds await developments
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Pacific began in the 1850s and was
bought to Fiji following the estab-
lishment of British rule in 1874. The
growth of trade unionism in Au-
stralia towards the end of the 19th
century was behind the decision cf

pany of Sydney to move into Fiji in
1880 and it quickly became the
biggest importer of workers.

The ap}}))alling conditions suf-
fered by the Indian contract work-
ers in Fiji became a major politic-
al issue in India itself and the de-
veloping independence movement
by Ghandi eventually forced the
%‘%is}’ to terminate the system in
1920.

The heritage of British colonial-
ism is a stunted economy almost
totally dependent on sugar exports
and tourism and a population in
which racism was cynically used
to divide the population.

The first major break with this
came in-the dockworkers strike in
1971 which resulted in a 31 per cent
wage increase. The dockers are all
Melanesian and include relatives
of the chiefs as well as so-called
commoners.

But when Minister of Labour Ratu
Cakobau, a member of the main
chiefly family, came to the docks
to appeal for a return to work he
was snubbed by the workers. In a
major break with tradition the
dockérs refused Cakobau’s offer of
the traditional cup of kava. .

The growth of class conscious-
ness has been given an impetus in
recent years with the imposition of
a wage freeze in 1985 that hit both
Indian and Fijian workers, the
breakdown of conditions at the Au-
stralian-owned Emperor gold mine
at Vatukoula in the north of the
main island, Viti Levu, and the
refusal of the Alliance government
to pass minimum wage legislation.

During the election campaign
the Labour coalition attacked the
Emperor mine management and
called for an inquiry into the run-
ning of the mine, owned by the
Western Mining Corporation
whose managing director is the
ultra right-wing businessman
Hugh Morgan.

The Lawvour coalition said that

the military coup events

the Colonial Sugar Refining Com- -

villagers living on the fringes of
Vatukoula had not been adequately
compensated for damage to their
land, adding: ‘The Alliance gov-
ernment has tolerated an appalling
laxity in standards despite the
numerous inspections that have
found local rivers and estuaries
contaminated with cyanide and
other waste products, and the
atmosphere saturated with toxic
gases from the roasting process.’

Reflecting the increasing links
between the Fijian and Indian
workers and poor, the Labour Par-
ty was formed only 21 months ago
by leaders of the Trade Union Con-
gress. It fought the election in
coalition with the capitalist New
Federation Party which is domin-
ated by Indian businessmen.

In the complicated voting sys-
tem set up by the British, there are
12 MPs elected by Fijians, 12 by
Indians, 10 other MPs from each
community elected by the respec-
tive communities as well as all
other communities (national
seats), and eight MPs elected by
minorities such as Europeans,
part-Europeans and Chinese
(general national seats).

In the 12 April election the
Labour coalition decisively defe-
ated Ratu Mara by 28 seats to 24
and Fiji had its first genuinely
multiracial government.

Despite the fact that it was in a
coalition with an open capitalist
party and that its election rhetoric
was very mild the government
nonetheless represented a threat
because it threatened to under-
mine the racist basis of imperialist
domination and because it re-
flected in however distorted a form
the emerging aspirations of the
Indian and Fijian masses.

X k%

The coup has now pro-
voked a major new crisis
throughout the Pacific.

Already hundreds of French

gendarmes have been flown
into New Caledonia in prepara-

tion for a referendum on a new
constitution later this year
which could see new clashes
with the liberation fighters of
the FLNKS.

In the Philippines the bourgeois
government of Cory Aquino has
stepped up military operations
against the 20,000-strong New Peo-
ple’s Army and the Moro National
Liberation Movement after break-
ing off peace talks.

In Vanuatu the government of
Walter Lini is insisting on its right
to get economic aid from both the
Soviet Union and Libya, despite
the Izrotests of the Hawke govern-
ment.

There is also an election taking
place in Papua-New Guinea in
which the Fij1 coup has become an
issue as well as.the ongoing libera-
1I:iqn struggle by the OPM in West

rian.

The coup has not resolved a sing-
le question in Fiji and it is likely
that the coming months will see
widespread opposition to the new
regime, no matter what constitu-
tional manoeuvres take place. The
fact is that the 1970 constitution has
in effect been ripped up and the
real face of the capitalist state —
bodies of armed men — has been
revealed.

This crisis cannot be resolved
through parliament. If the consti-
tutional rewrite taking place —
under Rabuka’s- personal control
— is not sufficient to prevent the
return of the Bavadra government
the army will simply remain in
power.

It can only be resolved through
the establishment of a socialist Fiji
as part of a federation of socialist
Pacific states. The Fijian
bourgeoisie is incapable of resolv-
ing the democratic tasks which are
the heritage of colonial and im-
perialist exploitation.

If the working class and poor
Fijians are strong enough to defeat
the military regime they are
strong enough to carry through the
fight for socialism and not restrict
themselves to the demand for the
return of the Bavadra government.

»
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SAM RAMAN, vice-president of the Democra-
tic Freedom for Fiji Movement, spoke to Derek
Moore about the significance of the military
coup in Fiji a week after it took place.

What is the current
situation in Fiji?

THE shops are closing down in
Suva and all over Fiji and I have
heard reports of trade union ac-
tion.

The supporters of the Labour
coalition are discounting the
alleged racial nature of the coup.
They are still together and are
opposed to racism and are not
divided as the military regime has
claimed. The opposition to the coup
is multi-racial, and is not res-
tricted to Indian Fijians.

There have been street protests
in different areas involving Fijians
and Indians and a multi-racial
group of people have gone under-
ground to publish material and
co-ordinate action against the
regime.

Today there were reports of a

- fire-bombing against the multi-

national W.R.Carpenter group in
Nadi. All the shops closed in pro-
test against the coup but the Au-
stralian-owned Carpenter group
tried to keep their shops open in
defiance of the shutdown.

What has been the re-
sponse of the trade un-
ions?

ALL the unions are mixed except
for the wharfies and the miners
who are Fijian. Since almost the
entire leadership of the Trade Un-
ion Congress has been detained it
was hard for the unions to co-
ordinate action against the coup.
Most of the TUC leaders are also in
the government, but other trade
union leaders have also been de-
tained.

Fijian trade unionists should
show their support for the ousted
Bavadra government by calling a
general strike.

What do you think of
the claims about CIA
involvement?

THE evidence is fairly circum-
stantial but we are not discounting
this. It seems to be more of a nod
and a wink rather than a direct
intervention by the CIA. I think
they have agreed to turn a blind
eye to the coup.

But the evidence is mounting
that outside forces have used the
internal situation for their advan-
tage right from the start. We sus-
pect that because of the non-
aligned foreign policy that was
slowly being implemented plans
had been made in Hawaii when
Rata Maru visited there recently.

The American aide officer based
in Fiji had been with him in Hawaii
and Rata Maru had links with the
Anti-Communist League based in
Washington. One significant factor
that comes to mind is that a week
before the coup, Continental Air-
lines, possibly the biggest US busi-
ness interest in Fiji, suspended its
flights there.

In cases like this it is very diffi-
cult to prove, but the people pre-
paring the coup could have warned
American interests to take whatev-
er action necessary not to be
around Fiji at that time.

In addition there was the issue of
the corruption of the Ratu Mara
government, which was being unc-
overed by the new government.

What do you think of
the Hawke govern-
ment’s decision to
close down the Libyan
People’s Bureau in
Canberra?

THEY are deliberately trying to
take advantage of the situation in
Fiji to make a point that people
they don’t consider to be in the
national interest should be expel-
led. The question of Fiji was being
in some way linked up with the
Libyan expulsion which doesn’t
stand up at all.

Hawke is trying to take advan-
tage of the fact that many Austra-
lians don’t understand the make-
up of the Fijian people and the
constitutional and racial situation
there. The mass media has been
playing up the Indian-Fijian divi-
sion, whereas in fact the division is
between the rich and the poor. It is
a class question rather than a ra-
cial one.

The election of the coalition gov-
ernment highlighted the fact that
the Indian and Fijian working
class slowly coming together to
form a common united front.

In what way are the
divisions breaking
down?

IT IS significant that the trade
unions are multi-racial in composi-
tion and that they could form a
Labour Party with Indian and Fi-
jian support. The two races have
been separated by the British for
so many years and allowed to de-
velop separately. It was the old
divide-and-rule strategy.

There were Indian businessmen
as well as trade union leaders in
the Bavadra government and it
was seen  that there was a link
between the small businesses and
the trade union movement to form
a common alliance against the
powers that be.

The main support for the coali-
tion came from the urban areas. In
the villages a very traditional way
of life exists and it is very hard for
Fijians to move out of the system
unless they enter the cash eco-
nomy and become economically
independent.

What is the system of
land ownership in Fiji?

THE traditional ownership is by
the chiefs. In the 1940s the London
government set up a Native Land
Trust Board which took over the
administrative functions of the
land on behalf of the chiefs. That
board was responsible for leasing
and everything to do with the land.
The chiefs retain the power over
who leases the land and how much
can be used productively and so on.
It is not commonly owned wih
everyone having equal rights.

What is your attitude to
a new election?

WE don’t want an election. We
want to remain with the constitu-
tion because the takeover was
quite illegal and we oppose the
governor-general assuming power
by dissolving parliament and call-
ing fresh elections. This is an en-
dorsement of the coup.

The government in power has to
decide. The people who led the
coup should be charged.

What can trade union-
ists in other countries
do?

THEY should ban all trade and aid
to Fiji and call for international
condemnation of the military reg-
ime. The international community
should condemn the coup and if
need be liase with the Bavadra
government to see it is reinstated
as soon as possible.
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ON EDUCATION, the post-war Labour
government resolutely defended the
1944 Tory Education Act, specifically
designed to protect the class-based
structure in general and the gram-
mar, religious and public schools in

particular.

. Me;mwhile, all the old racially-based Empire
jingoism was retained in the curriculum.

These welfare reforms
and the piecemeal
nationalisation of some
essential industries con-
stituted the totality of
Labour’s ‘socialism’,
actually the reconstruct-
ing of British capitalism.

Except in the case of iron
and steel — a production in-
dustry — the Tories offered
no real opposition to the
nationalisation measures.

Churchill virtually en-
dorsed the takeover of the
Bank of England (put under
control of the Treasury) as
vital for centrally funding
the redevelopment of
industry!’. The Labour
Cabinet itself rebuffed calls
to nationalise the High Street
banks, the major insurance
companies and the key City
finance houses.

Any anxiety among Bri-
tain’'s employers about
Labour’s radicalism was
soon dispelled. The major
productive indusfries — en-
gineering, chemicals, ship-
building, motors, construc-
tion — were left untouched.
Others were heavily fi-
nanced with no obligation to
il.ccept state control or direc-
ion.

Massive disillusion occur-
red among workers in the
nationalised industries when
it was seen that control was
to be left with the old owners.
It was plain that the only
concern was to rationalise
and speed-up production in a
drive to re-establish Bri-

tain’s world market position.

Almost at once strikes

broke out in mining and

[ BY BERNARD FRANKS |

other industries in defence of
working conditions and liv-
ing standards.

Even in the case of iron
and steel, the Tories calmed
down somewhat. Nationa-
lisation was seen as part of a
rearmament programme
aimed against the Soviet Un-
ion. Wide loopholes had been
inciuded to leave the most
profitable firms untouched.

Bevan, with an important
steelworks in his constituen-
cy, backed the takeover.
But, when the Lords blocked
steel nationalisation, he re-
jected calls to close them
down. ‘It may not be entirely
necessary to shut it up. We
do not do things like that in
this country,” he said'®.

BEVAN'’s personal re-
treat from all pretence
at socialist ideals be-
came increasingly
synonymous with
Labour’s own.

When a series of econo-
mic and monetary crises
occurred in 1946, 1947, 1949
and 1951, the Cabinet
adopted the MacDonal-
dite solution of tightening
the screw on the working
class. Bread was rationed
(it had never been during
the war), other rations
were cut, austerity
budgets were applied.

A wage freeze was im-

Viethamese

AN English translation is
now being made of
‘National Movements and
Class Struggle in Vietnam’
by Anh-Van and Jac-
queline Roussel, originally
published in Paris, in
French, by the Fourth In-
ternational in 1947. (En-
glish translation copyright
New Park Publications).

This work consists of a Mar-
xist historical analysis of Viet-
nam before and during the
French conquest, the class
structure of Vietnam, an out-
line of the development of
nationalist movements from
their origins in the 1890s, and
of the Stalinist and Trotskyist
movements in Vietnam.

It concludes with an estima-
tion by the author, a Viet-
namese Trotskyist who work-

To: WRP Education Department,
Please send me a copy . .

notth Afnica: £2.12 — America.
Austra:z Tz East

A newly-translated
document from the

. copies of ‘National Movements
and Class Struggle in Vietnam'.

Name & Address .....................

Please enclose £5 per copy (£2.50 for WRP members) plus postage:
50p — Britain and lreland: 60p Europe: £1.56 — Middie East and

Trotskyists

ed in Paris after World War I,
of the nature of the indo-
Chinese revolution.

We are not able at present
to print this material. Howev-
er, this work is invaluable for
the study of the Vietnamese
revolution, and of importance
for the study ot revolution in
colonial and semi-colonial
countries in general.

We are therefore offering
Xeroxed copies of this docu-
ment (approximately 100 A4
pages) for £5 plus postage
(Special offer for WRP mem-
bers £2.50).
~ Please return the form be-
low within a month if you want
a copy of this document. We
need finance in order to com-
plete the work on this project.

PO Box 735. London SWS 1QS.

southern Africa. India: £2.40 —

posed with the help of the
union leaders and the miners
were ordered to work an ex-
tra half hour a day (after just
winning a five-day week).

Bevan solidly endorsed
these policies and finally
agreed in principle to the
imposing of Health Service
charges towards meeting the
cost of a hugely inflated
military spending bill.

In 1949 Labour controlled
calls to further extend the

nationalisation programme.

with the watchword ‘con-
solidation’.

Bevan was one of the first
to advance the conception of
the ‘mixed economy’. He
told the Labour Party
Annual Conference that
year: ‘The kind of society
which we envisage, and
which we shall live in, will be
a mixed society, a mixed
economy.’ State planning
and employment by the com-
munity would exist side-by-
side with ‘the light cavalry of
private competitive
industry.”?® '

A few years later in his
own book ‘In Place of Fear’
(1952) he wrote: ‘It is neither
prudent nor does it account
with our conception of the
future that all forms of pri-
vate property should live
under perpetual threat.’

Foot’s book refers to this
statement as ‘an acceptance
of reality’ making possible
‘an honourable compromise
between left and right of the
Party.?

LABOUR’s — and Be-
van’s — other great so-
cial policy retreat lay
in the field of housing.
In a shocking state at
the end of the 1930s, it
had been devastated
by wartime bombing to
the extent of nearly
one in five dwellings
damaged or destroyed.

In 1945 Bevan promised
5 million new homes but
advanced few plans for
acquiring sites and none
for nationalising land and
the construction industry,
or for requisitioning
building materials or set-
ting targets.

Local-councils were left to
establish direct works de-
partments or deal with pri-
vate contractors as they
thought fit.

Then, with the onset of the
financial crisis, the housing
programme was savaged.
Imports of building mate-
rials were cut to save dollars
and home produced items
were directed into the export
trade.

Foot tells us: ‘Bevan’s in-
strument for house building
had to be used in reverse:
instead of stimulating the
laggard authorities into ac-
tion, it became a main func-
tion of the Ministry to stop
local authorities building too
much.’#

The number of building

‘starts’ now dropped every
year — from 284,000 in 1948
to 204,000 in 1951.
‘. }946 a massive squat-
ting “eampaign erupted as
40,000 homeless people occu-
pied disused army camps, a
reflection of Labour’s lack of
any policy for requisitioning
empty properties as an
emergency measure.

By the end of Labour’s
term in office 1 million
houses had been built, little
enough when spread over six
years and across the
boroughs of Britain’s 600-odd
main towns and cities.. -

IN JANUARY 1951 Be-
van transferred to the
job of Minister of
Labour but resigned in
protest in April when
prescription charges

- were imposed by Chan-

cellor Hugh Gaitskell.

He was possibly looking
for an excuse to go.

During his short term as
minister he fought off rail
and electricity strikes,
approved the prosecution of
dock workers’ leaders, con-
tinued the operation of the
hated wartime National
Arbitration order, 1305
(which required a 21-day
notice of strike action) and
was heckled by dockers at a
Bermondsey public meeting.
He had also been into the
process of drawing up a
National Incomes policy of
the type eventually applied
in the 1960s.

His actions in these re-
spects were entirely consis-
tent with his view that all
workers’ rights and condi-
tions were subordinate to the
need to protect a Labour
government. In 1948 during a
dock strike against the wage
freeze he had told the
Cabinet Emergencies Com-
mittee ‘It would be prudent
to have wide powers to deal
with any trouble if relations
between troops and strikers
became strained.’*

In foreign policy matters
Bevan had solidly supported
the ‘Cold War’ initiatives of
the US government and the
Labour Cabinet.

Along with ‘Tribune’ he
warmly endorsed the estab-
lishment of NATO, a western
military alliance against the
Soviet Union and for joint
support in repressing colo-
nial struggles.

Labour had not merely
agreed to its founding, but
through Foreign Secretary
Ernest Bevin had been in-
strumental in bringing it ab-
out against the reluctance of
some ‘isolationist’ sections
of American capitalism. In
fact in 1945 Labour had ex-
pressed no ideals in terms of
a socialist Europe bui had
advocated ‘an organic fed-
eration of Western European
Nations.’

In 1946 Bevan joined the
pro-Zionist lobby of Dalton,
Shinwell, Strachey and
Crossman, himself favour-
ing partition of Palestine.

In 1949 he supported the
witch-hunt and expulsion of
pro-Stalinist party mem-
bers, including Konni Zil-
liacus.

Foot also recails how Be-
van flew into a terrible rage
when mildly admonished
(over drinks) for having sup-
ported the witch-hunt of
John Lawrence and other St
Pancras Labour Party
members®.

In 1949 Bevan advocated
the use of tanks to smash
through the Soviet sector of
Germany to raise the Berlin
blockade.

Bevan was probably not a
party to the secret negotia-
tions and fiddling of
accounts that went with the
development in secret of Bri-
tain’s atom bomb — hidden
behind the establishment of
a nuclear power station net-
work.

However he made no re-
trospective protest at this,
nor at the installation of US
bases, complete with atomic
weapons, on British -soil.

Foot comments: ‘Bevan it
appears did not oppose or
cavil at any of these mea-

- sures ‘in° which the. British

Students protest overABntain’s mvsion of Egypt in 1955. in

Bevan and the 1945-1951
Labour government

1954, Bevan attacked Nasser’s nationalisation of the Suez canal

as ‘theft’.
government participated.’®

In 1951 Bevan supported
Britain’s aggressive stance
against the nationalisation
by Mussadiq of the Anglo-
Iranian oil company.

This was entirely consis-
tent with his policy for the
region. ‘We should have done
better,” he had told the
Cabinet in January 1949. ‘To
base our position in the Mid-
dle East on the friendship of
the Jews who, if we had pur-
sued a different policy,
would have been glad to give
us all the facilities we
needed to establish military
bases in Palestine.’®

Labour now sent the Royal
Navy to the Gulf and war
was threatened. In the event,
MI6 and the CIA were in-
strumental in bringing down
the Persian Prime Minister,
Dr Mussadiq, and restoring
the Shah — a CIA stooge and
US agent — to absolute
power.

Bevan also supported US
aggression against Stalinist
North Korea, endorsing the
huge arms budget which led
directly to the onslaught on
the areas under his control,
health and housing.

In 1945 one of the first
actions of the Labour gov-
ernment had been to give
£132 million to the reaction-
ary Greek regime.

By the end of 1946, 1.5 mil-
lion members of the British
Armed Forces were still in
service throughout the world
at a cost of £1 billion a year.
In 1947 military conscrip-
tion, due to end in 1949, was
extended indefinitely.

TRUE, by the end of its
administration Labour
had granted India and
some other colonies
‘independence’. Bri-
tain was in no position
to forcibly suppress
the peoples of these
countries any longer.
They had ostensibly
been given their freedom
but in practice merely

been reduced to semi-
colonial status.

They were kept dependent

on Britain by ‘aid’ loans,
trade agreements and the
lack of industrial develop-
ment and administrative in-
vestment which the British
rulers had always practiced.

Labour’s concern in all re-
spects was to hang on to key
imperialist outposts and en-
sure the continued supplies
of cheap raw materials,
cheap food and guaranteed
markets upon which British
recovery depended.

To this end divisions were
encouraged on religious and
national grounds and
bourgeois nationalists were
supported who were pre-
pared to repress and exploit
their people, as agents of -
imperialism.

Meanwhile, Ireland re-
mained partitioned, the

-whites in Rhodesia and

South Africa were guaran-
teed their continued domina-
tion over the blacks and
HMS ‘Sheffield’ was dis-
patched to the South Atlantic
as an answer to Argentinian
representatives who had
asked for discussions on the
sovreignty of the Malvinas
(Falklands) Islands.

In December 1950, John
Strachey, for years consi-
dered to be on the left of the
Party like Bevan, wrote to
Prime Minister Attlee about
the situation in Malaya
where a national liberation
movement was operating,
led by the Communist Party.

Strachey called for ‘a
great firmness and vigour on
the part of the governing
authorities in the military
and police side; in fact, ruth-
lessness where ruthlessness
is necessary.’?

Attlee needed little such
urging.

In his book ‘Imperialism
and the Labour Movement’,
P.S. Gupta quotes a leading
Labour Party colonial advis-
er, Rita Hinden, as writing in
1949: :

‘We have not the intention,
and we know it, of sacrific-
ing our standard of living for
the sake of colonial develop-
ment, we do not contemplate
an evening out of wealth; we
know, too, that our develop-
ment plans are partly in-
spired by our own needs’
(page 324).

In fact Labour gave very
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few colonies independence
during its term and was
especially tenacious in hold-
ing off such developments in
Africa and the West Indies —
often on strongly racial
grounds.

Gupta quotes the diary of
Cabinet member Hugh Dal-
ton, for February 28, 1950,
explaining that he had re-
fused Attlee’s offer of the
Secretaryship of the colonies
because ‘I had a horrid vi-
sion of pullulating poverty-
stricken, diseased nigger
communities, for whom one
can do nothing in the short
run, and now, the more one
tries to help them, are queru-
%%lé)s and ungrateful’ (page

The real reasons for block-
ing the road to independence
are obvious. Nigeria, the
Gold Coast (Ghana) and
Malaya alone were saving
Britain from bankruptcy
through their vast dollar
earnings from the sale of
raw materials.

These colonies did not see
the dollars but were given
instead sterling balances in
London — which they were
then prevented from draw-
ing. Then, in 1949, when the
pound was devalued, the ba-
lances ‘lost about a third of
their value’ (‘The Fall of the
British Empire’, Colin
Cross, page 267).

IN THE 1951 general
election, Labour re-
ceived 13,948,883 votes,
the largest number
ever won by any Brit-
ish pelitical party.

However, due to major
changes in the electoral
boundaries, the Tories,
with 13,718,069 votes, won
the election by 321 seats
to Labour’s 295.

(In 1945 Labour had an
overall majority of 146 with
11.9 million votes to the Tory
9.9 million.)

Bevin having died, and
Attlee now retiring to the
Lords, Hugh Gaitskell suc-
ceeded to the Party lead-
ership.

Bevan, forgetting his
hatred of the man who had
imposed prescription
charges, made a strong bid
for the post of Shadow Fore-
ign Secretary.

When Egypt under Colonel
Nasser nationalised the Suez
Canal in July 1954 Gaitskell
compared Nasser to Musso-
lini and Hitler while Bevan
condemned Egypt’s action
as theft of British property:

‘Egypt has a right to come
into her own,” he wrote in
‘Tribune’ (3 August, 1954)
‘but not into someone else’s.’

While making capital out
of the disarray of Prime
Minister Eden and the
Tories, Bevan deferred to
Gaitskell when it was gener-
ally agreed that he could
have outflanked and super-
seded his supposed enemy.
In the event, he got his Sha-
dow Foreign Secretary
appointment a few weeks
later.

Then in 1957 he again de-
vastated his ‘Bevanite’ sup-
porters who hoped to see him
continue as the leader of the
left of the Party.

Recently he had been
speaking against the reten-
tion by Britain of the H-
Bomb. At the Party confer-
ence, a motion put by Nor-
wood Labour Party called
for renunciation of all testing
and manufacture of nuclear
weapons.

Mover Vivienne Mendel-

son reminded Bevan that
only months before he had
urged Labour to ‘call people
out on to the streets against
the bomb.’

Bevan now made a 180-
degree turn and fiercely
attacked unilateralism as
leaving Britain nothing to
negotiate with: ‘If you carry
the resolution and follow out
all its implications and do
not run away from it, you
will send a Foreign Secret-
ary, whoever he may be,
naked into the conference
chamber.’

To increasing gasps and
jeers from the floor he went
on to defend the need to
maintain Britain’s ‘overseas
commitments’ i.e. those to
NATO and the US.

Bevan won the card vote,
5,836,000 to 781,000, and the
congratulations of the capi-
talist press. ‘Bevan into Be-
vin’ headlined the ‘Daily
Telegraph’ next day.

Posters at a 1958 rally of
the newly-formed CND proc-
laimed: ‘A vote for Bevan is
a vote for the H-Bomb’ and
‘No Bombs — Not even
Nye’s.’

Having secured himself
from the left Gaitskell now
moved to divest the Party of
even a nominal allusion to
socialist principles by pre-
paring to remove Clause 4 —
with its reference to public
ownership®’ — from the Par-
ty statutes.

Gaitskell faced wide-
spread opposition in the Par-
ty and had to retreat, but
Bevan was not one of his
detractors.

According to a Gaitskell
biographer, Geoffrey
MeDermott: ‘If Bevan had
wished, he could almost cer-
tainly have overthrown
Gaitskell on this occasion.
He refrained and now be-
came both Treasurer and
Deputy Leader of the Party.’
(‘Leader Lost’, page 184).

BEVAN died in July
1960. A year earlier he
had finally taken his
swift retreat to the
right to its logical con-
clusion by blaming and
writing-off the working
class for reformism’s
failures and betrayals.

‘It (the British working
class) may no longer be
important. History gave
them the chance — and
they didn’t take it. Now it
is probably too late. The
great changes in the
world will take place in
spite of them.'?

History gave them the
chance and a treacherous
leadership — of which Bevan
himself was an integral com-
ponent — diverted it into
harmless channels.

The essential struggle —
for a principled leadership
which will not deviate from
the road to the ultimate re-
volutionary battles against
British capitalism — has still
to be resolved.

It will never be unless the
lessons of the activities of
Bevan and the 1945-1951
Labour government are fully
learned.

CONCLUDED
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Dr Cutting tells of
18 months in a

DR PAULINE CUTTING, the English
doctor who worked in the Bourj-al-
Bourajneh refugee camp in Lebanon
during the recent siege, gave a vivid
acount of her experiences at a War on
Want fringe meeting at the recent
National Union of Public Employees

conference.

The charity Medical Aid for Palestine re-
cruited volunteers to work in hospitals in the
Palestinian camps. The Palestinian Red Cres-
cent Society run hospitals in Lebanon which
provide a free health service to everyone, and
they are used by poor Lebanese and Palestinians

alike.

The camps first came
into existence when the
state of Israel was set up
and Palestinians were
terrorised and driven out
of their homes and vil-

lages by Zionist terror -

gangs.

For ten years the people
lived in tents expecting to be
able to return home. Now the
housing is more permanent,
though conditions are still
appalling, with open sewers
running through the streets.
After the Tel Al Zaatar mas-
sacres, the camps armed
themselves.

‘If the camp had not been
well defended and armed
there would have been a
massacre and I would not
have been here to speak to
you,” Dr Cutting told the
meeting.

‘The Amal militia backed
by Syria wanted to control
the camps to stop them de-
fending themselves.’

Dr Cutting stressed that
the Palestinians are not anti-
semitic and that many peo-
ple confuse anti-Zionism
with anti-semitism.

‘The camp was first under
siege in May-June 1985,” she
said, ‘but at that time it did
not have a hospital. Medical

[ BY STUART CARTER |

Aid for Palestine made an
appeal to convert a building
into a hospital and recruit
people to work in it. We con-
centrated on primary and
preventive health care.

‘There was a six-week bat-
tle around the camp last
summer followed by a five-
and-a-half-month siege.
Rashidiya camp was also
under siege for four months,
and Shatila camp came
under siege a month after
the siege of Bourj-al-
Bourajneh began.

‘The camp used to house
35,000 people, but at the last
count there were only 9,000.
The siege lasted from Octo-
ber 1986 to April 1987.

‘No food or medicine came
in. Stores of food ran out
after three months. Electric-
ity was cut off after two
weeks.

‘The winter is cold there,
and we treated many frost-
bite cases. There was only
two-and-a-half months’
supply of fuel for the hospital
generator.

‘So a man dug a 50-metre
tunnel to a petrol station out-
side the camp and tapped a
fuel tank which, fortunately
for us, was full.

Patients a: a Palestinian Camp hospital

‘For the first three months
the people had to live in the
underground shelters with
no sanitation, ventilation or
light. Then the bombard-
ment slackened off but food
supplies ran out.

‘We faced problems of
malnutrition and by Febru-
ary we had people suffering
from starvation. The first
symptoms were collapsing
headaches and stomach pain
and then they began eating
grass, weeds and bad food.

‘The situation was” allevi-
ated slightly when they de-
cided to eat their own pets,
cats and dogs. It was only
this that caught the news
interest. This publicity pre-
vented the camps from com-
plete collapse.

‘The siege was lifted and
the Amal allowed women
only to go out and get food.
But only one entrance was
opened and they were shot
at, beaten up and intimi-
dated.

‘In six weeks 18 women
were killed and over 50 badly
wounded. In April the fight-
ing stopped and a new
medical team took over. I
had been working with six
Palestinian doctors as a
surgeon.

‘The men are still not
allowed out, but the women
are not being shot at any
more. There is still no elec-
tricity. Water is collected
from taps in the street and it
is very difficult to get medi-
cines; most are smuggled in.

‘I would appeal to you to
publicise the Palestinians’
plight and support Medical
Aid for Palestine.’

Betty Ward, who had re-
cently been on a NUPE de-
legation to the West Bank,
said the British people were
partly responsible for the

plight of the people in the -

camps.

‘The British government
left then in this position
where they have been re-
moved from the areas where
they lived’, she said. By con-

Palestinian camp

trast Jewish immigrants are
able to get homes in four
weeks.

‘Many Palestinians have
to travel outside the West
Bank to work. Although it
may take them three hours
going to work and three
hours back, if they are
caught sleeping outside the
West Bank they are shot.

‘A university professor I
met had to get a tourist visa
from Jordan and keep re-
newing it in order to continue
working illegally in the uni-
versity, teaching Palesti-
nians.

‘When a Transport and
General Workers Union de-
legation .visited the West
Bank the trades council lead-
ers who organised meetings
with them were later jailed
for doing so.

‘We are told that the Pales-
tine Liberation Organisation
are a terrorist organisation,
but if the Nazis had occupied
Britain how would you feel if
they threw you out of your
htg’me and put other people in
it?

‘The Palestinians are a
people without a home or
country. No other country
wants responsibility for
them.’

She called on branches to
make contacts with Palesti-
nian trade unions.

War on Want organiser
Jim Coulter announced the
launching of Union Aid,
which will fund projects in
Palestine, Nicaragua and
elsewhere, taking advantage
of tax concessions for char-
ities.

But War on Want prefer-
red its efforts to be seen as
solidarity rather than char-
ity. ‘We are not just talking
about imperialism but doing
something about it,” he said.

Ann Squires spoke on be-
half of Nurses for Nicar-
agua, a fund set up by NUPE
branches in London to raise
money to send six nurses to
Nicaragua.




PAGE 12 Workers Press Saturday July 4 1987

LETTERS

The MAS and
the “Act of
capitulation’

YOU CAN'T fool all people
all the time.

In ‘International News’ of
Workers Press (20 May 1987),
in the article regarding the
military rebellion in Argenti-
na, you state that the MAS
was the omnly organisation
that didn’t sign the ‘Demo-
cratic Act’ with the other
bourgeois and petty-
bourgeois parties.

While the MAS did not sign
this national document, it
did sign the same type of
documents in the Provinces,
like in La Plata, capital of
the Buenos Aires Province
(‘El Dia’, 20 April 1987).

Antonio
Berkeley

Areply. . .

WORKERS PRESS has co-
vered the revolutionary
struggle against the military
in Argentina during the Eas-
ter events.

The article described the
role of the Trotskyist Move-
ment Towards Socialism
(MAS) as the only major re-
volutionary organisation
which refused to sign the
‘Act of Democratic Com-
promise’.

The MAS carried out a sys-
tematic campaign under the
slogan of ‘Smash the rebel-
lion’ of the military and de-
nounced the ‘Act’, signed by
the government, the trade
union bureaucracy and sec-
tions of the left (including the
Communist Party) as the
‘Act of capitulation’.

But there are people, far
away from the actual revolu-
tionary struggle, who insist
on smearing the revolution-
ary forces involved in princi-
pled fights.

This is particularly true of
organisations and indi-
viduals who make their poli-
tical career out of systema-
tic slander.

Gossip replaces real poli-
tical struggle, falsification
becomes a method of discus-
sion, slander substitues for
proper characterisation of
political opponents.

The magazine of the Un-
ited Secretariat, ‘Imprecor’,
months before the Easter
events in Argentina, was cri-
ticising the Trotskyist MAS
for being ‘too sectarian’ to-
wards the Communist Party.

The signature of the CP to
the ‘Act of capitulation’
seemed to prove that the
MAS criticisms had been
correct.

However, after the Easter
events, the newspaper of the
French section of the USec,
‘Rouge’, dropped the epithet
of ‘sectarian’ about the MAS
and implied that even though
the MAS refused to sign the
‘Act’, its ranks hesitated.

LISTINGS

LISTINGS are published free
by WORKERS PRESS each
week for organisations in the
labour movement. Please
send details to arrive by mid-
day Monday for publication
the following Thursday.

BOTHA’'S LAWS COME TO

- BRITAIN Non-Stop. Picket

against Apartheid banned from
South African Embassy. Public
Order Act used against City of
London Anti-Apartheid Group.
Join us to challenge unjust
police action. Mass Rally every
Friday, 5.30p.m.-7.30p.m.,
Ducannon Street, WC2.
CAMPAIGN AGAINST POLICE
REPRESSION (CAPR) Weekly
planning meetings every Tues-
day at 7.30p.m. Stoke Newing-
ton Community Centre, Leswin
Road, N16. All welcome. Con-
tact: Bax CAPR, 83 Blackstock
Road, N4 (01-991 2938.)

The origin of this version
was no other than a small
sectarian organisation in
Argentina, the Workers Par-
ty (which barely intervened
in the struggle against the
military) who published a
long article in their news-
paper denouncing the MAS
for signing the ‘Act’ in one
city!

They based their slander
on a very brief communique
by the government of the
city of La Plata, published in
the bourgeois newspaper ‘El
Dia’ on 20 April 1987, indicat-
ing that a representative of
the MAS signed the ‘Act’.

On 24 April, without any
verification, the newspaper
of the Workers Party de-
nounced the MAS, basing it-
self on that bourgeois pub-
lication.

A sympathiser of the
Workers Party, who lives in
Berkeley (California), picked
up the slander and sent,
again without verification, a
series of letters to left-wing
publications, among the
American ‘Working Class
Opposition’ and the British
Workers Press (see above).

Comrade Antonio’s letter
was signed on 25 May 1987.
We should ask, of course, if
this is true. Let’s see.

Here is exactly what hap-
pened, in chronological
order:

On April 20 1987 the govern-
ment of the City of La Plata
announced that many orga-
nisations and parties in the
city signed the Act. In the
brief press release, the name
of the MAS was mentioned
and published only in the
daily ‘El Dia’.

On 24 April 1987 the news-
paper of the Workers Party,
without verifying the in-
formation, reproduced it and
launched a sharp attack
against the ‘capitulation’ of

" the MAS.

On 27 April 1987 the national
leadership of the MAS sent
the Workers Party the fol-
lowing telegram:

6We reject the slander of the
bourgeois gress, reprinted in
‘Prensa Obrera’ (newspaper
of the Workers Party) on 24
April. You know that the
MAS did not sign the ‘Act’ in
the government house of La
Plata on 18 April. We de-
mand immediate retraction
in your newspaper, in the
same length and layout.9

On 29 April 1987, because of
pressure from the MAS, ‘El
Dia’ was forced to publish a
press release from the MAS
rejecting the slander. On the
same day, a public cam-
paign was launched to force
the city government either to
prove or withdraw the
slander.

On 18 May 1987 in a letter
signed by the under-
Secretary, the city govern-
ment of La Plata apologised
to the MAS for the ‘mistake’
they made when they in-
cluded the name of the MAS
as signing the ‘Act’.

On 19 May 1987, because of
the continuing MAS cam-
paign, ‘El Dia’ prominently

BRING BACK VICTORIA WIL-
LIAMS! Campaign meetings,
second and fourth Wednes-
d%ys of every month, 7.30p.m.,
UCA, Acton Technical College,
Mill Hill Road, W3.

VIRAJ MENDIS WILL STAY!
National Demonstration in Man-
chester, Saturday 11 July. (For
further details ring London Sup-
port Group: 01-837 1688.)

GREENHAM COMMON
WOMEN’S CAMP To all women
-— we are still here; we still need
your support! Near Newbury,
Exit 13 on M4, or BR Newbury,
Berkshire.
VIRAJ MENDIS LONDON SUP-
PORT GROUP Downing Street
Protest every Monday, 6p.m.-
7p.m. (Westminster/Charing
Cross tubes.) Weekly organisa-

tional meetings take. piace after"

the picket.

displayed in its political sec-
tion a letter from the govern-
ment house that said, among
other things:

€Even though representa-
tives of the Movement To-
wards Socialism (MAS) of
the Province of Buenos Aires
came to the meeting in the
government house on April
18, when the ‘Act’ was
signed, the MAS representa-
tives did not sign, because
they disagreed with its con-
tent.,

On 28 May 1987 Comrade
Antonio sat in front of his
typewriter in the petty-
bourgeois suburb of Ber-
keley, California, where he
lives and does nothing se-
rious politically, and wrote a
letter deliberately ignoring
the real story.

That was not important.
What was important was to
try to confuse somebody into
believing that the MAS has,
somehow, capitulated — at
least in one city in Argen-
tina!

He failed. Like the news-
paper of the Workers Party
in Argentina — or ‘Impre-
cor’ or ‘Rouge’ of the USec —
Comrade Antonio will re-
main silent until the next
time they can use the
bourgeois press to slander
some other revolutionary.

For. them the struggle is
not to tell the truth to the
working class, but how to
prevent others from telling
or believing the truth.

Raul Martinez
Member of the MAS,
Argentina

Prison support
for Viraj Mendis

LET ME add my support to
the camtpaign to defend the
rights of Viraj Mendis, the
victim of a racist British
government, but who has
won the hearts of many of
the British and international
public.

I feel Viraj shall find,
through the highlighting of
his plight by those in the
Viraj Mendis Defence Com-
mittee and others, that his
case shall be won.

Only concerted and unre-
lenting effort can guarantee
such an outcome. Keep up
the good work!

The ‘Earl William’ prison
ship on which we find human
beings held under the nice
term of ‘detention’ brings
back sad memories of the
use of Brit prison ships in
Ireland’s freedom struggle.

They called those ships de-
tention centres too. Intern-
ment without trial . . .

‘Same old story,” as Liz
Curtis’s book says! They
changed the name of intern-
ment to detention because of
the bitter taste it provoked in
freedom-loving peoples’
mouths.

Don’t be fooled by the use
of such ships — they are an
affront to freedom, they are
floating symbols of racism.

Organise and help sink this
plan to keep racism afloat!

Yours in solidarity with
Viraj Mendis,

Gearéid Mac Dombhnaill

Irish Republican PoW
Parkhurst

Building a new
political
leadership

I WOULD like to comment
on the Manchester Solidarity
conference planned for July.

From the documents I
have received it is clear that
this conference is essentially
a syndicalist operation in de-
fence of the demands of the
sponsoring groups.

The autumn conference of

etters do not necessaril

and should include sender’s address.

support groups (see P.
Brady’s letter, Workers
Press, 27 June 1987) will be
appealing to a wider audi-
ence and wil call on many
groups — ranging from City
Anti-Apartheid to the sacked
and jailed miners campaign
— to participate.

At that conference I hope
many comrades will be
fightintg to develop the pro-
cess of:

1. Building a new political
leadership in opposition to
social democracy and Sta-
linism. )

2. Developing transitional
demands.

The days of oppositional
and propagandist confer-
ences are over. We need to
take up questions facing our
class and its allies with the
purpose of answering those
questions.

For instance, fund-raising
for strikers has been one of
the most popular forms of
expressing solidarity with a
particular struggle. Howev-
er this form of action has
often provided a cover for

inactivity, particularly from
union bureaucrats.

We need to be developing
such spontaneous responses
of solidarity in such a way
that fund-raising becomes
part of the process of build-
ing workers’ self-defence
committees.

Such committees, in the
teeth of opposition and bet-
rayal, would organise fi-
nance, picketing, legal de-
fence and national and inter-
national solidarity.

This activity links spon-
taneous action, politics and
the drive for new leadership
in a non-sectarian and en-
tirely realistic way; it is a
million miles removed from
our usual responses to
strikes which is to work
tirelessly to raise funds,
picket and then see the strike
sold out.

This position emerges
from the experiences of Tow-
er Hamlets comrades in the
context of our attempts to
understand what was hap-
pening during the printwor-
kers’ struggle.

reflect the view of the Editorial Board.
Letters over 500 words wiil normally be cut. Letters should arrive by
first post Monday at: Workers Press, PO Box 735, London SW9 7QS,

You can sum up our posi-
tion very simply — we are
sick and tired of propagand-
ism, triumphalism and ulti-
mate betrayal.

We want to be the new
leadership and we are en-
tirely serious about winning:
this perspective continually
forces us to evaluate and
re-evaluate what we are
doing.

It continually drums into
our heads that patience and
careful organisation must
come before the trumpets
sound off for battle.

I have a sneaking suspi-
cion that someone in Gates-
head allowed impatience to
govern where political re-
sponsibility would have been
a better tutor.

Tower Hamlets will send a
delegate on July 25, and I
personally hope that all the
workers brought into nation-
al action by that conference
will support the joint initia-
tives of Autumn/Winter 1987.

John Rees
Tower Hamlets

Unite whenever
and wherever
needed

REGARDING the recent let-
ter ‘More time needed’ from
the Tower Hamlets Workers
Support Group (Workers
Press, 27 June), we the
Gateshead Workers Support
Group, feel we must reply.

Pat Brady seems to be in
some confusion as to who has
actually called the 25 July
conference. The conference
has not been called singly by
the Gateshead Support
Group, but rather along with
the co-sponsors Senior Col-
man Sacked Workers, Trad-
ers Web Sacked Workers,
Ancoats Hospital Occupation
and Ardbride Sacked Work-
ers and Supporters.

With the exception of the
Ardbride workers, all others
were represented at the
Leeds conference to which -
Pat Brady refers. As work-
ers involved in disputes, it
was felt that a conference to
organise solidarity for work-

ers in struggle was needed
as soon as possible.

The working class are
under immense pressure
from both the government
and employers; things will
most surely get worse with a
whole load of anti-union leg-
islation, further attacks on
wages and conditions along
with the extreme attacks
that are planned on the un-
employed.

Since the Leeds confer-
ence two disputes at Trader
Web and Ardbride have fal-
len by the wayside due to
demoralisation, isolation
and the laek of solid support.

The longer the working
class waits around for some-
thing to happen, the more
workers will be crushed by
the growing confidence of
the employers.

The working class cannot
afford te-squabble about pet-
ty political differences, but
must unite whenever and
wherever needed.

The 25 July conference is a
first step to uniting workers.
Those who call for a boycott
of this conference, as some
organisers of the October/
November conference
attempted at our recent

planning meeting, are not
only doing a great disservice
to the wider working class
but are also turning their
backs on those in dispute at
present at Senior Colman,
HFW Plastics, Moat House,
J. Blakes and others.

The Gateshead Workers
Support Group and all those
attending the 25 July confer-
ence, will be attending all
future conferences that are
of benefit to the working
class. We take this opportun-
ity to point out that the
Gateshead Workers Support
Group have not been official-
ly invited to the October/
November conference.

We urge all workers to
participate in the 25 July
conference, and turn it into a
huge and overwhelming suc-
cess and ask those who are
tempted to sabotage the
meeting to think seriously
about the repercussions and
implications of such secta-
rians on the working class.

Let’s make 25 July a major
event! Build solidarity for
victory.

Mark Stevens
for Gateshead Workers Sup-
port Group

Call from trade
union school

THE Workers Revolutionary Party trade union
school last weekend made the following call:

IT IS the responsibility
of revolutionaries and
militants in this period
to mobilise the work-
ing class to bring down
the Tory government.

The trade unionists in
the front-line of Tory
attacks are the civil ser-
vants, hospital workers,
teachers and workers in
essential services. They
are being denied basic
trade union rights includ-
ing the right to negotiate.

As part of the Thatcher
onslaught, the youth and un-
employed are facing the full
brunt of capitalism in its
decay.

The education system is
being driven to privatisation
and on leaving school youth
will be forced to work for
their benefit.

The privatisation of local
authority services and what
remains of the nationalised
inudsiries can only mean a
further massive increase in
unemployment and cuts in
services to the community.

Meanwhile the Labour and
trade union leaders continue
to collaborate with the

Tories.

They are part of the man-
agement of the MSC (Man-

power Services Commission)
and other bodies. They con-
tinue to accept the anti-union
laws.

This is the real weakness
within the working class.
The Tories are trying de-
sperately to split the work-
ing class on race, and are
stepping up the attacks on
ethnic minorities.

In fact all those who fight
to defend the rights of the
working class international-
ly face repressive legisla-
tion.

The right of any worker to
live and sell their labour
power in the country of their
choice must be defended by
the working class.

For the immediate period
we must mobilise all those
zvorkers and class fighters

or:

@ The 25 July National Con-
ference in Manchester, cal-
led by Senior Colman Strike
Committee, Ancoats Casual-
ty Sit-In, Arbride Sacked
Workers and Supporters and
Gateshead Workers Support
Group.
© The September Lobby of
the TUC, organised by the
Workers Revolutionary Par-
ty youth, demanding that the
TUC break from the MSC
involvement.
@® The September Liverpool
Conference: Shrewsbury to

Wapping. Since the Wemb-
ley conference there has not
been a major conference
calling for the defeat of the
anti-union laws. This confer-
ence has been called by the
Merseyside Association of
Trades Councils.

® The 30 October-1 Novem-
ber National Conference of
Workers Support Groups. To
organise for this conference
there is an Open Meeting on
22 September in Leeds.

We call for the maximum
attendance at all these
events. They are not sepa-
rate but are all connected in
the fight against the Tories.
All WRP members and
Workers Press readers
should bring delegations and
fight to mobilise for these
four events.

Support Groups and move-
ments around strikes in
themselves, whilst doing
essential work, are not suffi-
cient to answer all the Tory
attacks and the betrayals of
the trade union leadership.
The fight must be taken in-
side the trade unions to ex-
pose those who collaborate
by their refusal to fight the
Tories.

We demand:

@ TUC break with the Tories!
Withdraw from the MSC!

® A massive expansion of
public works with trade union
rights and pay!

® Mobilise against the anti-
union laws!

® Return to the Wembley
Conference decisions!

@ Expell the EETPU from the
TUC! Establish a holding sec-
tion for the EETPU members
loyal to the working class!
® Immediate 30-Hour week
with no loss of pay!
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Courtin
the act

SURELY nobody who can put two

- and two together was the slightest

bit surprised at the final integration
of the younger royals into the enter-
tainment industry?

Something like their participation
in BBC1’s ‘Grand Knockout Tourna-
ment’ — which the ‘Listener’ called
‘seemingly democratic joining-in-
silly-assness of sovereign and com-
mon’ — had been on the cards ever
since it was revealed that our Ideal
Family had got into the habit of
shutting up their dottier elderly re-
latives in institutions, never visiting
them, and falsifying the reference
books.

A lot of highly paid journalists
and public relations wizards are
employed to keep tabs on the Ideal
Family’s popularity ratings, and to
make sure that some gooey little
tithit about them is almost always
available to round off the evening
news on TV.

The public relations packaging
and presentation of British royalty
are nothing new, though there is a
lot of evidence to suggest that a
careful refurbishing was carried
out in the early 1960s, when our
rulers at last began to understand
what a powerful instrument of mass
indoctrination had come into their
hands.

Back in the early years of Queen
Victorias’s reign the royal family
were not, on the whole, very
popular.

Most democrats, radicals, and
socialists then were unashamed and
outspoken republicans, as a matter
of course; many people saw the
royals as a bunch of German inter-
lopers who couldn’t even speak En-
glish properly; many in the middle
and upper classes remembered the
newspaper reports about George
IV’s immoral court and the scandal
over Queen Caroline, and dis-
approved of the monarchy as an
institution that had set a bad exam-
ple to the lower orders.

It was Victoria’s husband Prince
Albert who first cottoned on to the
idea of harnessing the power of the
press behind the monarchy. It was
he who invented the ‘Court Circu-
lar’ — in effect a sort of daily press
release, far longer, more detailed,
and more colourful than its modern
equivalent in ‘The Times’.

This fed the press with a regular
supply of information about, for
instance, which of the Queen’s chil-
dren had gone for a drive with her.
Thus was begun, and carefully fos-
tered, the idea of the royals’ happy
home life.

Artists were invited into the va-
rious palaces to sketch the royal
children — the then equivalent of
the TV cameras which record, with

PERSONAL COLUMN

sycophantic simpers, each infant
princeling’s first day at some
appalling nursery school.

The drawings produced by these
professional toadies were featured
in the illustrated press. Thus were
laid the foundations of our present-
day system by which meaty chunks
of nauseating ‘news’ and ‘photo
opportunities’ about the Ideal
Family are tossed each day to the
never-sated hacks, every trite word
uttered by the future King Charles
III is headlined, and a veritable
royal soap opera is under way.

What position should socialists
take.in face of this massive daily
onslaught of maudlin pap?

First of all, we can and should
point out that the royal family are
not just very rich, but stinking rich.
They are one of the richest families
in the land.

This is a point on which Bucking-
ham Palace is already fairly sensi-
tive, judging from this week’s de-

" nial of reports that the Prince of

Wales’s increase in income to more
than £1 million a year from his
130,000-acre Duchy of Cornwall
estates amounted to his awarding
himself a pay rise.

Secondly, it can be pointed out
that, historically, a hefty segment
of their wealth came from the slave
trade. It was ‘Good Queen Bess’
herself who started this tradition, in
1564, when she lent a ship called
‘Jesus of Lubeck’ to John Hawkyns
for his second slave-hunting
voyage.

The Royal Adventurers into Afri-
ca, the first English company
whose charter specified slaves as
an objective, included Charles II,
his wife Catherine of Braganza, and
their fellow-royal Prince Rupert.

Lastly, it’s important above all to
nail the carefully fostered myth
that the British monarchy is politi-
cally neutral. This has never been
the case.

The ruling-class strategy on the
royal family was summed up by
Lord Stamfordham, George V’s pri-
vate secretary, soon after World
War I:

‘We must endeavour to induce the
thinking working classes, Socialist
and others, to regard the Crown, not
as a mere figurehead and as an
institution which, as they put it,
*““don’t count”, but as a living power
for good, with receptive faculties
welcoming information affecting
the interests and social well being of
all classes and ready, not only to
sympathise with these questions,
but anxious to further their solu-
tion.’

This is the fable that was con-
sciously developed as the ruling
class’s response to the rise of the
working-class movement. The real-
ity behind the fable was very diffe-
rent.

Victoria played a big part in the
choice of ministers, forced her
views on every aspect of home and
foreign policy, intrigued constantly
against Gladstone, and was an un-
yielding opponent of all reform.

Her son Edward VII influenced
appointments, put strong pressure
on the Cabinet in relation to India,
was in constant contact with the
Tory opposition under a Liberal
government, and did his best to
exploit differences within the
Cabinet.

It was George V who played the
leading part in persuading Ramsay
MacDonald to desert the Labour
Party and form a ‘National’ Gov-
ernment in 1931. It was George VI
who insisted on the appointment of
Ernest Bevin as Foreign Secretary
in 1945.

The British royal family and their
hangers-on constitute a reactionary
Tory caste that is an integral part of
the British capitalist state. One of
the first tasks of the future workers’
government will be to put this caste
out of business.

Quotation
of the
year?

IT’S a bit early, I know, to start
choosing a quotation of the year.
But, when the time comes, some
recent remarks by Nicholas Ridley,
Secretary of State for the Environ-
ment, ought to stand a pretty good
chance.

An orthopaedic surgeon at
Worcester Royal Infirmary, John
Guy, had written to 200 patients on
his waiting list telling them they
can’t have their hip replacement
operations because of Thatcher’s
cuts, and suggesting that they com-
plain to their MPs.

When a copy of this circular land-
ed on Ridley’s desk, he lost no time
in dictating the following memo to
Health Minister Tony Newton:

‘It seems to me intolerable that
employees of the Health Service
should openly criticise their health
authorities and the Government in
this sort of way.

‘I would be glad if you could
investigate this and see that the
necessary action is taken to silence
Mr Guy.’

To Guy, these words conjured up
an image of ‘a big eagle on a
swastika’.

Well, Old Arrogance had better
make the most of its power to si-
lence, lie, and repress, which isn’t
going to last for ever. Sooner or
later, for these little Hitlers and
Jacks in office, there will come a
reckoning:

But by the God above us
And by red hell below,
We'll teach the knaves a
lesson

That they deserve to know.
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WORKERS
REVOLUTIONARY
PARTY

Please send me information about the Workers Re-
volutionary Party.

Name......cccoioovvivivii, date.......cccovvvviiiiees
AGAIESS ...
Trade Union..................... Age (ifunder 21).....................
SEND TO:

Secretary to the Central Committee
PO Box 735, London SW9
7QS

‘

£5,000 Special Fund

IN SO FAR: £2,047.90

The Workers Revolutionary Party Special Fund has moved,

but only very slightly, since last week.

The position remains a most serious one.

Important work is currently being undertaken in relation to

the forthcoming Conference to reorganise the Fourth Inter-

national. Our Party’s financial, as well as political contribu-

tion to that work is absolutely essential.

We urge you to give this appeal your closest consideration.

Donations to the WRP Special Fund are vital for the Workers

Revolutionag Party’s contribution to the work of the

Preparatory Committee to organise the International Confer-

ence of Trotskyists.

@® PLEASE send, send, send donations, large or small, to:
WRP Special Fund, PO Box 735, London. SW9 7QS

WORKERS PRESS JUNE FUND

Our fund stands at £1,734.91

Before the Workers Revolutionary Party expelied its former
leader, T.G. Healy, for his sexual and physical abuse of
comrades, together with the Redgraves and Sheila Torrance
who supported him, the figures published in the monthly
fund appeals were a total fabrication. After the split we gave
an undertaking to our members and supporters that ail such
practices would cease forthwith.

Torrance, who remains in charge of the rump and its News
Line, can continue to make all the snide and lying accusa-
tions she cares to. (See for example, if you can stomach it,
the s)o-called Workers Notebook column for Tuesday, 30
June).

Having parted company since, herself, with Healy and the
Redgraves, not to mention the Price detachment (and not a
semblance of principle contained within any of it) these
remnants of the British section(!) of the ICFI must be in
desperate straits.

Our earlier assurances remain unchanged.

Send donations urgently to: Workers Press, PO Box 735,
London SW8 7QS

LOWTRY LTD (TU)
We can do your typesetting, print your leaflets, etc.

Example: Typesetting; £15 per 1,000 words
Printing - 1,000 A4 for £25.00
Quotations also available for Web offset
printing; tabloid and broadsheet newspapers,
according to size and run.

Tel: 01-274 8459
Lowtry Ltd., 21-25 Beehive Place, Brixton,
London SW9

Workers Revolutionary Party

Workers Revolutionary Party

Workers Revolutionary Party

Weekly Public Meetings

7.30p.m. start.

Starting Thursday 25 June

1. The Founding of the Fourth International
2. The Fourth International after World War I
3. The Fourth International and Revisionism
4. Re-Organisation of the Fourth International
Liverpool Polytechnic Students Union
Haigh Buildings
Maryland Street, Liverpool

Public Meeting
Mobilise Against the Tories!
Labour Leaders Must Fight Thatcher!
Thursday 16 July, 7.30p.m.
Conway Hall, Red Lion Square

Speakers: Simon Pirani (WRP Central Committee);

John Simmance (WRP Central Committee and AEU

convenor, Charing Cross Hospital — in a personal
capacity)

West of Scotland

Public Meeting

Tuesday 14 July, 7.30p.m.
Mobilise Against Tories NOW!
Craigneuk Community Centre

Shieldmuir Street
Craigneuk, Lanarkshire

. Workers Revolutionary Party
Workers Revolutionary Party

Kashmir Welfare Society UK

Commemoration of 13 July, 1931
‘Quit Kashmir Movement’
Monday 13 July, 7p.m. &,
Carmichae! Hall, Eastwood Park
Rouken Glen Road, Giffnock
Glasgow G46

London Public Lectures

Every Friday, 7.30p.m.
Duke of York, York Way, N1
near Kings Cross Station

Public Meeting

Labour, the Election and the International Working Class
Tuesday 7 July, 7.30p.m.
Brighton Unemployed Centre
Tilbury Place (off Caiton Hill), Brighton

July 3: The Communist Manifesto
Speaker: Bob Archer (WRP Central Committee)

July 10: The Russian Revolution
July 17: Stalinism and Trotskyism
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SOUTH AFRICA

PERMANENT REVOLUTION
The fight for a Bolshevik party

The first of a
series of 3 articles

‘The revolution does

not believe in

words. It tests everything, and, what is
more it tests it in blood.’ (Trotsky)

PROLETARIAN revolution permits no half mea-
sures. This is particularly the case in South

Africa today where the imperialist chain has
been weakened to breaking point.

The bourgeoisie senses
its own death is at hand
and consequently its chief
executioner, the Botha
state, is at its most
dangerous. Now, as apar-
theid capitalism writhes
in its death agony, it must
prove itself worthy of the
title vanguard. It must
lead!

Where the mass of work-
ers sense instinctively where
the revolution is going to, the
revolutionary vanguard
must clearly outline the
Easks and goals of the revolu-

ion.

Let us base ourselves on
Trotsky’s words: ‘...clarity,
theoretical precision, and
consequently political hones-
ty is what renders a revolu-
tionary tendency invincible.’

To make the revolution it-
self invincible we must draw
all our best proletarian fight-
ers in every mass organisa-
tion into a single, disci-
plined, democratic-
centralist, Bolshevik party.
It cannot be the South Afri-
can Communist Party
(SACP), the party of the two-
stage conception. It can only
be the party of the perma-
nent revolution!

Stalinism is responsible for the
domination of a petty-bourgeois
nationalist perspective!

A genuine Bolshevism has
never really taken root in
South Africa. Only petty-
bourgeois nationalism has
acquired the real force of a
political tradition within the
mass movement.

This popularity constitutes
a crucial aspect of the crisis
of the leadership in South
Africa, for it is directly
bound up with the anti-
Marxist role played by the
SACP. Even though it long
ago abandoned any real
commitment to an indepen-
dent working-class policy it
still holds up the stolen flag
of Marxism-Leninism and
claims to be the vanguard
party of the proletariat. The
SACP is thus identified as
the party of the working
class and the party of
socialism.

Yet, at the same time, fol-
lowing the logic of the ‘two-
stages’ it insists that it ‘does
not and should not seek to
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Scene of a bombed out office in COSATU House.

replace the ANC as the lead-
er of the liberation alliance’.
In this way, the SACP has
consistently provided the
ANC with ‘left’ cover.

Given the profound inten-
sification of the class strug-
gle in South Africa, it is the
veneer of revolutionism that
explains why the ANC, de-
spite fundamentally
erroneous policies, has
drawn under its influence
some of the best and most
fearless fighters.

The revolutionary crisis,
however, ‘tests everything’.
Never before has it been
more opportune and neces-
sary to demonstrate how
dangerously wrong the two
stage conception is. Never
before have conditions been
so ripe for Bolshevism to
take root in the advanced
sections of the South African
working class. All the prob-

lems of the revolution are

essentially problems of the
crisis of leadership. Stalin-
ism and petty-bourgeoise
nationalism will take the re-

volution down a dead-end.
Only revolutionary Marx-
ism, only a Bolshevik party,
can guarantee victory.

Workers and youth, break with
the two-stage conception! Fight
for the Permanent Revolution!

At the present juncture,
the most critical point in the
entire liberation struggle,
the SACP spreads only
vacillation and confusion.

There is no doubt that an
enormous ideological crisis
has built up in the party
under the pressure of the
revolutionary events of the
last three years. The party’s
insistent propagation of the
Stalinist two-stage concep-
tion of revolution has come
up against the living reality
of the South African revolu-
tion.

While the largest and most
militant trade union and

youth organisations place
socialist tasks on the agen-
da, the SACP responds with
equivocation.

At the same time as ap-
plauding the spread of
socialist ideas it howls about
‘sectarian forces’ who ‘de-
mand socialism now at the
expense of the liberation
movement.’(our emphasis)

Incapable of grasping re-
volutionary dialectics, these
charlatans cannot under-
stand that socialist ideas are
spreading because they are
rooted in the very crisis of
apartheid-capitalism.
Trapped in their mecha-

Victory written on the faces of shop stewards of the Metal and Allied Workers Union — after winning their pay battle.

nistic two-stage perspective,
they close their eyes to the
fact that socialist ideas are
answering the immediate,
material, objective needs of
the overwheiming majority
of the oppressed — the work-
ing class. Only the sowers of
confusion preach to workers
that the struggle for social-
ism is ‘at the expense of the
liberation movement’.
Over 65 years ago the
Communist International,
under Lenin and Trotsky,
answered the misleading
charge of ‘socialism now’, in
the following way: ‘It is not a
question of proclaiming the
final goal of the proletariat,
but of intensifying the prac-
tical struggle. . .’ and:
‘The fight for even the most
modest demands grows into
the fight for communism.’

STRUGGLE

The living experience of
the struggle of the workers
in COSATU and the youth in
SAYCO and the thousands of
militants in other organisa-
tions, has amply demons-
trated that the struggle for
consistent democracy
‘grows into the fight for com-
munism’. It is not, as the
SACP would have it, simply
a struggle for the spread of
socialist ideas, but of inten-
sifying the practical struggle
against apartheid, which in-
evitably invokes democra-
tic, transitional and socialist
demands!'

In South Africa, to para-
phrase Marx, socialism will
become an invincible mate-
rial force when it is seized by
the masses.

However, the SACP insists
that its 1962 Programme
‘still stands up to scrutiny’,
and that the aim of the first
stage of the revolution is still
to ‘overthrow the colonialist
state and establish an inde-
pendent state of National
Democracy’.

What this perspective fails
to do is to explain the class
nature of this intermediate
regime, which the SACP in-
sists will be an ANC govern-
ment.

Did the Comintern. under
Lenin and Trotsky. not c.ar-
ify the Marxist position .

the state: ‘We cannot speak
of “‘pure democracy’’ as long
as classes exist; we can only
speak of class democracy,’
and: ‘So-called democracy,
i.e. bourgeois democracy, is
nothing but concealed dicta-
torship of the bourgeoisie.’

Was it not Lenin himself
who argued that ‘the passing
of state power from one class
to another is the first, the
principal, the basic sign of
revolution, both in the strict-
ly scientific and practical
political meaning of the
term’?

The SACP doggedly re-
fuses to call things by their
name. It resists fighting for
the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat and soviet power, at
this stage, but, at the same
time, its leader Joe Slovo
argues that once an ANC
government has been instal-
led, ‘the continuing drive to-
wards a socialist
future. . . could well be set-
tled in debate rather than in
the streets’ (1) and that given
‘the predominance of adv-
anced socialist forces’ (!) in
the national democratic
state (read dictatorship of
the bourgeoisie!) ‘the new
social relations of production
(will) gradually tilt in favour
of the state’!

No, Comrade Slovo, you
have learnt too well the doc-
trine of Comrade Stalin!
There is no way of avoiding
the basic task of the pro-
letariat to seize power and
smash the bourgeoise state;
for ‘the power of one class
does not ‘“‘grow over” from
the power of another class
but it is torn from it, rifle in
hand.‘ (Trotsky) There is no
peaceful, parliamentary
road to socialism: this notion
indeed is the logical outcome
of the two-stage theory, but
it is the antithesis of Bol-
shevism.

The workers of South Afri-
ca must be guided by the
words of Marx: ‘Make the
revolution permanent. until
all more or less possessinz
classes have beern ¢




Learn the world-wide lessons of
Stalinist betrayal! Beware! The
two stage conception will strangle
the South African revolution!

The history of the struggle
for socialism, since the Sta-
linist degeneration in the
mid-1920s, reads like a cata-
logue of betrayals and de-
feats.

Today, in a number of
different guises, Stalinism
still represents the single
most important ideological
and political brake on the
world-wide proletarian
struggle.

The political policy of lat-
ter-day Stalinism has deep
roots in the tragedies of Chi-
na in the 1920s and Spain,
France and Germany in the
1930s.

In the mid-1920s the
Chinese Communist Party,
acting under orders from
Stalin, submitted itself com-
pletely to the political lead-
ership of the Kuomintang,
the Chinese nationalist
party.

It waived the right to prop-
agate its own political ideas
through its own independent
publications. Every cardinal
principle that Lenin consis-
tently fought for was aban-
doned for the sake of honour-
ing an ‘historic alliance’.

The relationship between
the SACP and the ANC, in
virtually every respect, is a
tragic replay of the rela-
tionship between the Chinese
CP and the Nationalist
Kuomintang.

Like the Stalinists of to-
day, the abdication on the
part of the Chinese CP to
lead the liberation struggle
was justified by the two-
stage perspective. Whereas
the SACP, following ANC
policy, advocated the mar-
ching together of all demo-
crats against apartheid, the
Chinese CP, under orders
from Moscow, had to march
together in a ‘block of four
classes’ against foreign
domination.

The result of this dis-
astrous policy of disarming
the proletariat politically
and organisationally was the
massacre in Shanghai of
thousands of Communists at
the hand of the very ‘allies’
that Stalin forced. them to
merge with.

The tragic events of the
Spanish revolution demons-
trate with equal force the
reactionary role played by
Stalinism. The immediate
task, so the argument went,
was to unite all democratic
forces in a Popular Front
against the Fascists, in de-
fence of the bourgeois demo-
cratic republic.

CLASS

The Spanish proletariat
had other ideas; ideas that
flowed entirely from the in-
exorable logic of the revolu-
tionary class struggle. In
many industrial cities it rose
up, arms in hand, seizing
factories and implemented
other socialist measures.

Rather than giving this
correct revolutionary in-
stinct greater force and
direction, the so-called van-
guard Communist Party
forcibly suppressed it. Here
too, ‘Turning Bolshevism up-
side down, Stalin carried out
successfully the role of the
grave-digger of the revolu-
tion’.(Trotsky)

Some may argue that the

events of China and Spain
are not of direct relevance to
the South African revolution.
This is profoundly mistaken.

These political disasters
were a product of the needs
of the Stalinists’ bureaucra-
tic caste that entrenched its
position on the basis of the
theory of ‘socialism in one
country’.

Potential revolutionary
success was turned into brut-
al defeat at the hands of the
Fascists, the smashing of the
organisations of the pro-
letariat, and the horrible
slaughter of the war. The
disastrous policy of Stalin,
socialism in one country,
and its necessary corollary,
the abandonment of Leninist
internationalism, culmin-
ated in the dissolution of the
Communist International,
the world party of socialist
revolution. The dire effects
are still with us today.

The experience of Zim-
babwe demonstrates quite
clearly that the theory of
socialism in one country,
and the related theory of
two-stages, is now part and
parcel of contemporary pet-
ty-bourgeois nationalism.

There have been seven
long years of ‘national demo-
cracy’ under the Mugabe
government. The first
‘stage’ of the ‘revolution’ has
seen the entrenchment of the
rule of the bourgeoisie.

Suppress

Not only has the social
position of the toiling mas-
ses, workers and poor
peasants deteriorated, but
their struggles have been
suppressed by ‘their own’
popularly-elected govern-
ment.

The protracted crisis in
the economy, the muzzling of
trade unions, the worsening
plight of the majority of
peasants, all these develop-
ments have unmasked
‘national democracy’ for
what it really is: a neo-
colonial, Bonapartist, capi-
talist state.

Yet the adaptability of the
theory of stages appears to
have no bounds — the Zim-
babwe African National Un-
ion (ZANU) still continues to
speak of the transition to
socialism, and last year be-
came a Marxist-Leninist
Party!

How fresh and true are
Lenin’s words that ‘the di-
alectic of history is such that
the theoretical victory of
Marxism forces the enemies
of Marxism to call them-
selves Marxists’. On South
Africa’s doorstep the rotten
legacy of Stalinism has play-
ed itself out to the full.

Proletarian fighters, the .

South African revolution
holds the key to the revolu-
tion in Southern Africa, and
is a vital component of the
world revolution.

Break the deadly strangle-
hold of the Stalinist perspec-
tive which persists in all con-
tinents. Break the crisis of
revolutionary leadership.
The world of imperialism, of
which the crisis of apartheid-
capitalism is an inextricable
part, opens up new prospects
and new opportunities which
must be seized with both
hands!

Build the Fourth International!
Build national sections in gll
countries! Build a South African

Bolshevik party!

ROBSON'S CHOICE
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No TV privatisation!

GLANCING refer-
ences in the capi-
talist press regard-
ing Thatcher’s in-
tention to privatise
Channel Four may
seem like loose
talk at the present
moment, but there
is little doubt in my
mind that such
thoughts have a
solid material base
in the politics of
state broadcasting.

Channel Four, whol-
ly owned by the Inde-
pendent Broadcasting
Authority and financed
largely by a levy on the
profits of ITV com-
panies, is obliged by its
charter to cater for
minority interests
(minority views) and to
transmit material
generated by the ‘inde-
pendent’ sector (as dis-
tinet from the main
contractors, be they
Granada TV, York-
shire TV or any of the
others).

These special provi-
sions have created condi-
tions without precedent in
British television for the
dissemination of socialist
views — and not only of
the reformist variety.

Pressure from below had
obliged the BBC, years be-
fore, to dream up the ‘com-
munity’ programme known
as ‘Open Space’ in which
groups or individuals with a
particular axe to grind could
grind it in public with tech-
nical back-up from the BBC.
For many years it was the
only outlet for oppressed
minorities and working class
organisations to air their
grievances, but it was done
in the controlled way pre-
scribed by the state.

The advent of ‘franchised
film and video workshops’
and their adoption by Chan-
nel Four and the technicians
union ACTT changed the
face of British broadcasting
in a radical way. Program-
mes could now be made —
and transmitted — that
would never have seen the
light of day down Wood Lane
or the Euston Road.

One of the first major poli-
tical successes was Chris
Reeves’ ‘The Cause:of Ire-
land’ which was shown in
October 1983. It made the
first class analysis of Ireland
ever to be seen on television
and despite minor, last mi-
nute commentary cuts, was
transmitted as the authors
intended. It had been pro-
duced by Platform Films, a
franchised workshop, for
Channel Four.

Last Monday, at 10.55p.m.
also on Channel Four, you
may have seen ‘Suspect
Community’, an Irish Video
Project production. It took a
long, hard look at the so-
called Prevention of Terror-
ism Act, and was lethally
effective in showing it up for
what it really is: a sophisti-
cated information-gathering
device of the state police.

At the time of going to
press Channel Four could
not provide statistics for this
particular transmission but
estimated that the program-
me would have been seen by
850,000 to 1 million viewers.
For a programme of such
persuasive power to reach
an audience of this size must
be of concern to the state
because it seriously under-

mines its own tightly reg-

ulated campaign of missin-
formation.

To suppress this kind of
material is not easy. The
practice of ‘self-censorship’
which has worked so suc-
cessful at the BBC for de-
cades does not apply. Neith-
er the IBA nor Channel Four
are dealing with their own
employees — in the case of
franchised workshops — but
with sub-contractors who en-
joy a measure of support in
the local communities whom
they serve when they are not
making programmes for
television.

If the state decides, at
some point in the future, to
politically silence franchised
workshops it will undoubted-
ly choose organisational or
legislative means to do the
job. Of the options open to it
privatisation is the simplest
and cleanest because it does
away with subsidised work-
shops at a stroke. No ex-
planations would have to be
given for the ‘regrettable’
lIoss of small groups of dedi-
cated programme-makers
who couldn’t make the grade
when faced with ‘new econo-
mic realities’.

Such a scenario, though
not immediately on the agen-
da, cannot be discounted. It
would be perfectly consis-
tent with the type of legisla-
tive packages that the Tories
will attempt to push through
during their third succesive
term in office. All the more
reason for treating these
slender gains (the franchised
workshops with access to
Channel Four) with the
utmost seriousness, and use
them to the full as Ken
Lynam and Don Magee of
the Irish Video Project have
done on this occasion.

* ok %k

ON Saturday, at
8.20p.m.(BBC2), Fred
Astaire and Ginger Rogers
appear in the the musical
Top Hat. At 10p.m., also on
BBC2, Vanishing Earth in-
vestigates the crisis in world
agriculture. Viewers with a
taste for bizarre, gothic fan-
tasies can see Harry
Kumel’s Malpertuis at 1a.m.
on Channel Four.

If anyone wishes to get a
concentrated impression of
sport in capitalist society,
they need look no further

David Calder as Nathan Spring in ‘Star Cops’, a new nine-part thriller series set in the future,

than the BBC’s own ‘Radio
Times’. The introduction to
the men’s final on Sunday at
1.30p.m.(BBC2) is a classic of
its kind. It says nothing ab-
out tennis, but compares in-
creases in prize money with
the escalating costs of Lon-
don housing!

On Radio 3, at 5.30p.m.,
The Historian Within ex-
amines the effect of Marx-
ism on British cultural life.
Victor Kiernan, one of the
contributors, displays his ex-
pertese with the following
quotation: ‘All historians are
more or less Marxist,
whether they call them-
selves Marxist or not’. I won-
der if professors Hobsbaum
and Hill go along with that.

The Struggles for Poland
continues with episode five
(7.15p.m.C-4), and at
7.45p.m.(BBC2), Tennessee
Williams® Streetcar Named
Desire in a new production
At 10.55p.m. on Monday,
Channel Four presents
Hansworth Songs followed
by Sanctuary Challenge, in
the series Britain: The Lie of
the Land.

On Tuesday, at
6.25p.m.(BBC2), Fay Wray in
the original version of King
Kong. At 9p.m.(BBC2), the

first of a two part dramatisa-
tion of William Faulkner’s
The Long Hot Summer. At
9.20p.m. on Radio 3, and not
to be missed, a US produc-
tion of Woody Allen’s play
God: peopled by such
famous Greek characters as
Diabetes, Hepatitus, Bursi-
tis etc. Very wisely, Woody
Allen plays himself. At
9.30p.m.(BBC1), a 1974 pro-
duction of Dennis Potter’s
play Joe’s Ark.

On Wednesday, at
8.30p.m.(C4), Diverse Re-
ports takes a fresh look at
the case of Colin Wallace,
who served a six year prison
sentence for manslaughter
but has never ceased to pro-
test his innocence. At
9.30p.m.(BBC2), part-two of
The Long Hot Summer.

On Thursday, at
7.30p.m.(BBC2), Eye to Eye
presents the first of six
documentaries by black
filmmakers. At
10.30p.m.(C4), Point of
Order, the first in a season of
the complete works of
pioneer American
documentary film-maker,
Emile de Antonio. Point of
Order reconstructs the so-
called McCarthy hearings in
1954.

On Friday, at
10.30p.m.(BBC1), Omnibus
presents a programme on
George Gershwin. At
12p.m.(BBC2), an excellent
RKO thriller called The
Window.

A season of the complete works of documentary-maker Emile
de Antonlo starts with Point of Order, a dramatic and compell-
ing account of the 1954 Army-McCarthy hearings that marked
the downfall of senator Joseph R. McCarthy, Thursday July9 at

10.30pm, channel 4.

BBC2, begins on Monday, July 6
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South
Korean

climb
down

BY A FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT ]

|
SOUTH KOREAN dictator, Pres-
ident Chun, has been forced to
bow before mass protests by

students and sections of the
working class and agree to

direct presidential

elections

and other sweeping democratic

reforms.

These measures include promises of
press freedom, autonomy for local gov-
ernment and the release of many of the
2,000 political prisoners held by the Chun

regime.

Opposition leaders warned that there should be
no complacency: the country must remain on
guard until a new president was elected.

Chun has been forced to
drop plans for an elector-
al college system of vot-
ing in a new president —
a device designed to en-
sure that Chun’s nominee
would take the office.

Hundreds of thousands of
people have poured into the

streets over the last three
weeks to demonstrate their

Police and students clash on the streets in Seoul.

opposition to the present cor-
rupt regime.

Riot police often found
themselves unable to contain
the demonstrations in the
worst political violence since
the military-backed Chun
government took power in
1980.

During the last three
weeks police admit to having
used over 350,000 teargas

Students stone and charge riot police outside Seoul’s Yonsei University.

canisters. Over 17,000
arrests were made since vio-
lence first erupted on 10
June.

Although students and
other sections of the middle
class played a prominent
part in the struggles against
the Chun government, their
entry into politics indicates a
deep movement in the work-
ing class.

At many of the Seoul de-
monstrations, drivers of
halted vehicles honked their
horns in support of the mass
protests.

This is always the pattern:
events in France, Spain, and

Greece this year have shown

- that as students enter politic-

al struggles -the working
class is not far behind.

A key figure in forcing the
reforms on to Chun was US
Assistant Secretary of State
Gaston Sigur. He was sent by
Reagan to assess the situa-
tion and warn against a
military crackdown.

Expressed here is of
course no love of democracy
but a deep-seated fear that
the events in South Korea
mark a new stage of an un-
folding revolution through-
out South-East Asia. In this
respect the American ruling
class are 100 per cent right.

Write for Workers Press!

WE ARE receiving more

material than ever for
Workers Press, but we
want to hear from even
more of our readers.

Please send letters, news
from your area, reports of
the struggles of the work-

ing class, of women and
youth, of developments in
the Labour Party and Com-
munist Party. . .

We also need photographs
— phone us on 01-733
3058 and discuss the best
way to get them to us.

WORKERS PRESS leads the fight for Trotskyism
and Marxist principles in the labour and trade union
movement nationally and internationally.

The most reliable way to get your copy of WORKERS

PRESS is by post.
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