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. THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION
AND THE TASKS OF THE SECTIONS
OF THE COMINTERN

(Report of Comrade Kuusinen at the XIIth
 Plenum of the Executive Committee of the
Communist International.)

I

TOWARDS AN ESTIMATE OF THE
SITUATION.

I. THE END OF CAPITALIST STABILISATION.

OMRADES, the VIth World Congress
‘ : of the Comintern prophesied the accen-
tuation of the general crisis of capitalism;
the Xth Plenum of the E.C. of the C.I. was able
to register this accentuation, and soon after, the
extended presidium, and the last, the XIth,
Plenum of the E.C. of the C.I. was able to
demonstrate this accentuation of the general
crisis of capitalism concretely. This, we can say
in our theses, is already advancing with such
giant strides as to lead to a new phase in the
general crisis of capitalism. In what ways is
this great accentuation of the general crisis of
capitalism manifesting itself, at the present
time? It is manifesting itself, above all, in five
most important facts:

Firstly, in the rise of the Soviet Union.

Secondly, in the deepening of the economic
crisis throughout the capitalist world.
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Thirdly, in the growth of the revolutionary

upsurge both in imperialist and in colonial
countries.

Fourthly, in the accentuation of the contra- {
dictions between the various imperialist
States, and in the fact that war has broken
out in China.

Fifthly, in the intensification of the prepara-
tions for a counter-revolutionary war
against the Soviet Union, a war which will
inevitably lead to a world war and a series
of revolutions.

These are not suppositions, they are facts. In
the preliminary draft for our theses we cite a
number of facts which “‘ show a definite change
in the development of the general crisis of capi-
talism.”” What does this change mean? Does
it already mean a new phase in the general
crisis? No, not yet. But it is leading to that.
This change means that the accentuation of the
fundamental contradictions of the capitalist
world has, as is said in the draft for the theses,
already reached such a height, at the’ present
time, that ‘‘ at certain points of extreme import-
ance, the antagonistic powers have already come
into collision.” And, from this fact, the draft
for the theses draws the following conclusion :

““ The end of the relative stabilisation of
capitalism has set in. But there is not yet an |
immediate revolutionary situation, in the most |
important and decisive capitalist countries. At
the present moment, what is taking place is
precisely the transition to a new phase of
great collisions between classes and States, to
a new cycle of revolutions and wars.”’
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Such is the general estimation of the world
situation, as given in the theses now laid
before the Plenum. It would be no wonder if
some of you were, at first sight, a little sceptical
of this point of view. Anyone who hears for the
first time the thesis that the stabilisation of
capitalism is at an end, may have the same
impression as if he were shown a large pearl and
say : It is wery beautiful, but is it genuine?
There are two reasons for this scepticism. We
are living in the midst of thousands of different
events; the immediate past, above all, has been
exceptionally rich in great events. In such cir-
cumstances, it is not so easy to see the wood for
the trees. And, secondly, it may be that the
conception of stabilisation has imperceptibly
become the object of a certain fetishism, so that
it is difficult to imagine a capitalism without
stabilisation. 1

Can there be such a thing as a capitalism
without stabilisation? Yes, certainly, there can
be. By way of comparison, I will give an
example which is not a mere figment of the
imagination, but which is taken from that very
sphere from which the conception of capitalist
stabilisation origihated, in our economic and
political literature—from the sphere of the
stabilisation of foreign currency. Has not the
pound sterling lost its stabilisation? In
England, the classic land of capitalism—and not
only in England, but in 40 other countries as
well—the gold standard has had to be aban-
doned. The uniformity of the world’s currency

- has collapsed. There is not a single country
- where the question of the depreciation of money

has not been raised. In America this has
3



become a question of the day, and at this very
moment we read in the press that, in France, a
campaign is being conducted for the depreciation
of the currency, i.e., for inflation. This is
happening -in France, where the unit of currency
has already been so depreciated since the war
that to-day it only represents a fraction of the
old pre-war franc. Who is prepared to wager
to-day that in a year’s time France or America
will still have a stable currency, that these
countries will not have abandoned the gold
standard? (And if anyone is prepared to wager,
he will be at once faced with the question, in
what currency to make the bet. For no currency
is now absolutely stable.)

Another example. The same country of
classic capitalism, England, has abandoned the
system of Free Trade and adopted that of Pro-
tection. Well, this may seem a small thing.
England has only just done what other countries
did half a century earlier; only England has
been a bit late about it! No, the matter is not
so simple. This change of system now denotes
a transition to a great new accentuation in the
commercial and political relations of the most
important capitalist countries. France retorts
with counter-measures. The United States
follows suit. They are already beginning a
system of protection and, to some extent, one of
prohibition. A sliding scale has been adopted.
Tariff wars and commercial wars have already
virtually begun., But this only rtepresents a
prelude to an armed conflict. And thus we see
that stabilisation has come to end, in the com-
mercial relations of the capitalist countries, just

4



as it has done in the sphere of money value and
world currency.

A third example, from another field, but
relatmg again to Great Britain—the Navy. The
Navy is the pride of British imperialism. But
when this Navy mutinies, as happened at Inver-
gordon, this is certainly a disturbing sign in an
imperialist fleet! Of course, this Navy has by
no means completely lost its value for the British
bourgeoisie. That is true (but that is true also
of the pound sterling). The strike in the British
Fleet was only a sympiom of the disintegration
of the forces of British imperialism, but it was a
very eloguent symptom. Russian Tsarism in its
day experienced similar symptoms of a very
painful nature, at Kronstadt, Sevastopol, etc
Are the happenings at Invergordon to be re-
garded as a mere accident? Can we say ‘‘ The
incident has been quickly cleared up ’’ and leave
it at that? No, a navy which has mutinied once
may mutiny again, and such a navy is, so to
speak, a navy ‘‘ without stabilisation.””

The foundations upon which British im-
perialism’s ‘“ Weltanschauung "'* were based—
the pound sterling, free trade, and the Navy—
have lost their former stabilisation. And that,
as you know, is by no means the case in Great
Britain only. Even if we confine ourselves to
the last example of the state of feeling in the
Army and Navy, we can find similar portents of
the coming storm in many other countries. I
have just read the article by Comrade Jacovo,
where he tells of the state of ferment in Italy’s
most lrnportant naval station, Spezzia; on the

T World outlook,”” view of life.—Ebp.
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flag ship *‘ Trieste '’ the commander was com-
pelled to make a speech before the crew to
““ refute”” a Communist pamphlet. (It is
another question, of course, as to whom the
crew believed—the commander or the author of
the pamphlet.) The Italian Army is also in a
ferment; in Pergamo two regiments had to be
disbanded. Among the Japanese troops there
have been many cases where the soldiers resisted
the army command. Even in the officers’
academy at Tokio arrests of revolutionary
elements had to be made recenlty, and on the
next day a pamphlet appeared there, in the name
of the Communist cell of the officers’ academy,
whereupon several other cadets were arrested.
American imperialism has been shooting down
its war veterans. What does this fact mean as
regards the enlightenment of the soldiers who
to-day are being forced to shoot down the other
chap? The prospects for the future which open
up before them are as follow: A war is
coming in which they will have to risk their
lives in the interests of the finance oligarchy; but
whoever survives this war may expect, in four-
teen or fifteen years’ time, to be forced by
starvation to demonstrate at Washington and be
shot down by the troops! Such an agitation car-
ried on by the Hoover Government is not indica-
tive of stabilisation. In its results it resembles
revolutionary propaganda far more closely.

The general situation is as in these separate
fields; capitalist stabilisation is finished, but that:
is not synonymous with the collapse of capi-
talism. In 1921 Comrade Lenin spoke of a rela-
tive insecure ‘¢ equilibrium " in the relations
between the Soviet Union and the capitalist
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world. At the present time, instead of the
former relative state of equilibrium, a new pro-
cess, a new unsteadiness has entered into these
relations. But here, too, it cannot yet be said
that every trace of equilibrium has yet disap-
peared. Soviet diplomacy, for example, has suc-
ceeded in carrying through a number of non-
aggression pacts. Despite this fact, the imme-
diate danger of war is now actually at our gates;
the imperialist preparations for war against the
Soviet Union have entered upon a mew phase.
The former state of equilibrium is at an end.

II. WHAT HAS CHANGED?

Let us consider a little more closely the ques-
tion: in what does capitalist stabilisation con-
sist, and in what does the end of this stabilisa-
tion consist? The most important factors in this
question are the following :

1. Firstly, in the domain of -capitalist
economics : in characterising the second period
of post-war capitalism—the period during which
the partial stabilisation of the capitalist system
was progressing—the VIth World Congress
emphasised especially the restoration of capi-
talist economy and the development of the offen-
sive of capital. Foreign currency was stabilised,
the unity of world currency, the international
system of credit, the production and the markets
of the capitalist countries were more or less
restored. By the beginning of the third period
production had already reached and exceeded its
pre-war level in the capitalist countries (and
almost simultaneously in the Soviet Union also)
and there began a rapid development of the
technique of production, which in some countries

i
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(such as Germany and the United States)
assumed the character of a ‘‘ technical revolu-
tion »’ (resolution of the VIth World Congress).
In connection with the ruthless carrying out of
capitalist rationalisation, a great growth of pro-
ductive forces ‘was thus attained in the second
post-war period and during the beginning of the
third period. At the same time it was, even
then, possible to observe the development of the
contradictions of capitalist stabilisation, but at
any rate one of the characteristics of capitalist
stabilisation was the increase of production, and
in particular that of the productive forces.

What is the situation to-day in this respect?
We can observe a retrogression in capitalist pro-
duction such as has never been seen before. In
all the important capitalist countries production
has sunk to far below the level reached in the
pre-war period. I will mention only one or two
relative figures (according to the calculations of
the German Institute for Economic Research).
If we consider that since 1913 the world’s popu-
lation has increased 12 per cent., the shrinkage
of industrial production amounts to 20 per cent.
per head of this population. Since 1929 the
decrease in production amounts on the average
to 40 per cent., while from January, 1932, till
the middle of 1932—during one half-year—there
has been a decrease of 20 per cent. The world’s
production of the means of production has
undergone a decrease of 50 per cent. during the
economic crisis, in shipbuilding there has even
been a decrease of go per cent., while in the
textile and food industry the reductmn has. been
much smaller (15 per cent.).

Foreign trade and the trade turnover between
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the various capitalist countries have decreased
by half during the world economic crisis. The
export of capital, which played a part of colossal
importance in the development of imperialism,
has to-day almost completely ceased. The
agrarian crisis, which was somewhat alleviated
during the period of stabilisation, has now again
become greatly intensified.

Chronic unemployment, on a mass scale, had
already begun during the second post-war
period, as a consequence of capitalist rationalisa-
tion. But in those days it was almost impossible
to conceive the gigantic proportions which un-
employment has now taken on; it is now certain
that more than one-half of the workers in all
capitalist countries are either totally unem-
ployed or are working only part time. It is
difficult, however, to estimate the total figure of
unemployed.

2. As regards the accentuation of the inner
class contradictions, Comrade Thélmann, in his
speech to-day, has already referred both to the
unheard-of distress, and also to the social inter-
changings which are taking place in the "ranks
of the proletariat and other sections of the
toilers, It is already theoretically impossible to
presuppose that these phenomena are not pro-
ducing an increase of the revolutionary upsurge.
And this, in fact, is what has happened. After
the severe defeats which the proletariat sus-
tained in many European countries during the
first period of storm and stress after the im-
perialist war, there followed a series of defensive
struggles waged by the workers during the
second post-war period; towards the end of this
period several great class struggles were fought,
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such as the General Strike in England and the
great strike in Lodz, which, however, were
isolated phenomena and did no more than sig-
nalise the rise of a revolutionary upsurge. At
the Xth Plenum of the E.C. of the C.I. (1920)
we were able to register this upsurge as an actual
fact. And to-day the great number of strikes,
the grandiose strike movements of genuine revo-
lutionary character such as we are witnessing in
a large number of countries, bear witness to a
revolutionary upsurge in another sense than that
which one could conceive at the time of the
Xth Plenum. In addition to this the revolu-
tionary upsurge at the present time is not merely
confined to the proletariat, but, on the contrary,
we can observe great revolutionary and semi-
revolutionary peasant movements in a large
number of countries. That is the second factor
in the chain of circumstances which signalise the
end of capitalist stabilisation. I will return to
this point in another connection.

3. In regard to the question of imperialist
comtradictions : Let us take the facts which, in
1925 ¥hen capitalist stabilisation had just set in,
were described by Comrade Stalin as the de-
cisively important factors in the restoration of
capitalist stabilisation. In the first place,
America, England and France succeeded in
coming to ‘‘ a temporary understanding as to by
what methods, and to what extent, Germany was
to be plundered.”” What is the situation to-day ?
Not only the Dawes Plan, which was then
devised for the plundering of Germany, but also
the Young Plan, which was drawn up later, have
collapsed. Germany has shown that even a
country’s capacity to pay may be used as a
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weapon against more powerful imperialist
countries. This does not mean that Germany is
finally freed from the yoke of the Versailles
Treaty. No, Germany must still pay tribute to
the victors, even in the form of reparations. But
in any case the fact remains that the more easy
terms which Germany has now been granted in
the reparations question have not in any way
tended to alleviate the contradictions either
between Germany and the victorious countries
or between the victorious countries themselves.
 On the contrary, we can observe a harsh
accentuation of these contradictions.

The second fact mentioned by Comrade Stalin
was that English, American and Japanese capi-
tal had succeeded in coming to a temporary
agreement as regards spheres of influence in
China. This was due, above all, to the Washing-
ton Agreement of 1922. What is the situation
to-day as regards this agreement? It is now
only a scrap of paper. It must sound like a
mockery in the ears of American capitalists
when the Japanese foreign Minister can still
assert to-day: ‘“ We absolutely do not want to
break the Washington Agreement ”’ — they
“only ” want to get Manchuria and the other
important parts of China into their hands. But
precisely one of the main points in the Washing-
ton Agreement between the Nine Powers was the
agreement on Manchuria, and China in general.
At the present time every single step taken by
the imperialists in China shows that there is no
unity among them there. Each of them wants
to effect combinations and carry on machina-
tions, but they cross each other’s path. They
are all intriguing against each other, and all of
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them together against the Chinese people.
Comrade Stalin was right when he prophesied,
as early as 1925, that the agreement to which
the imperialists came in regard to the Chinese
question could not by any means be regarded as
secure, To-day this agreement is at an end and
soI;): the patience of the Chinese people will be
also.

Thirdly, Comrade Stalin in 1925 referred to
the fact that the imperialist Powers had tem-
porarily succeeded in coming to an agreement of
mutual non-interference in the plunder and
oppression of their ‘‘ own '’ colonies. At the
present time the struggle for the re-partition of
the colonies has become substantially a question
of the day. This is not yet happening every-
where in an absolutely open way, not, for
example, in such a bare-faced form as in regard
to the spheres of influence of American and
British imperialism in South America, where
Bolivia and Paraguay have to-day commenced a
war against each other in the interests of British
and American imperialism. In India, for
example, the rivalry of the imperialists cannot
yet take on such open forms, but the American
influence among the Indian national reformists
is increasing, and Japan, too, has lately taken
an active part by the policy of dumping, which it
has carried to an extraordinary degree, in India.
At the same time, the revolutionary anti-
imperialist movement for emancipation is de-
veloping in the colonies.

‘4. The Soviet Union. I have already men-
tioned the accentuation of the relations between
the Soviet Union and the capitalist countries. In
face of the tremendous rise of the Soviet Union,
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- and the simultaneous retrogression of capitalism
throughout the entire world, it is impossible
. to suppose that the antagonism of the imperialist
world to the Soviet Union will not become
accentuated. The Soviet Union has already
- caused great disillusionment in the capitalist
world. But such a complete disillusionment as
the lords of capitalism have experienced, through
the carrying out of the Five-Year Plan, is some-
thing of which they had never ‘dreamed.
~ Formerly it was said, with justice—Comrade
Lenin said so too—that Russia was a backward
- country. To-day it is otherwise. Even in
respect of industrial productmn the Soviet Union
now occupies second place in the world. The
Soviet Union is in every respect an advanced
country, And this advance has been achieved
on the firm basis of socialist developma:t The
laying of the foundations of Socialism is already
- complete. The Soviet Union has, once and for
all, consolidated itself in the positions of
soemhsm, and during the course of the second
Five-Year Plan is going to tackle the task of
transforming the entire working population of
the country into conscious, active members of a
classless socialist society.

Evm'ythmg which is being done at the present
time in the whole world with a view to progres-
- sive and constructive work not only in the
economic, but also in the social and cultural
field, is being done in the Soviet Union. The
problem of relative over-production—a problem
which capitalism cannot solve—is here incapable
of arising at all. The tempo of socialist con-
struction has assured the victory of socialism.

You will all remember, comrades, that
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the point at issue in the differences of opinion
between the Central Committee and the
Rights lay precisely in the question of
tempo, as Comrade Stalin emphasised at
the last Party Conference, when he said:
“Vou don't like our tempo.” Recently it
has become apparent throughout the whole
world that the Social-Democrats, down to the
Russian Mensheviks themselves, are criticising
precisely and in particular the tempo of construc-
tion in the Soviet Union. That is a very charac-
teristic point. Here, for example, is what Dan
writes about the Soviet Union ;

“‘Precisely because we do not want economic
catastrophe (K. : How the rogue continues his
hypocrisy ), we have to fight against the
furious tempo which is capable of causing an
economic collapse.””

These words contain the very gist of the
matter. Fritz Adler, again, the Secretary of the
Second International, has recently found nothing
better to do than to cast calumny at the Soviet
Union for employing what he calls “ methods of
primitive accumulation.” These people take
every difficulty of socialist construction as a
““ proof "’ of the hopeless state of affairs in the
Soviet Union, but when these difficulties are
overcome one after the other by the enthusiasm
and heroism of the proletariat of the Soviet
Union, the leaders of social democracy are too
mendacious to recognise the truth, and begin to
cast aspersions on the *‘ Russian methods.”
These slanders of theirs, however, are being
refut daily by thousands of examples of
heroism displayed by the workers in their work
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acfrcenstrucuon in the Soviet Union. I will give
here only one single example. At the Stalingrad
Tractor Works the roof had to be glazed at a
temperature ol 40 degrees below. This work
- was undertaken voluntarily by a glaziers’ brigade
cous:stmg of members of the Young Communist
League. Many of them had to be taken to hos-
pitals with frostbitten hands and faces. But the
‘roof was finished within the allotted time.
(Applause.) We have thousands and thousands
of such heroic examples of voluntary enthusiasm
in the work of socialist construction in the Soviet
n.

In this connection I would like to refer to a
“defect in the propaganda which we carry on in
popularising the Soviet Union—namely, that our
press in the capitalist countries almost always
represents things as though everything were
‘already going all right *’ here. This springs
om - a genuine love and admu-ataon for the
Soviet Union, but polmcally it is not a good
ﬂlim that only our enemies, and not ourselves,
Wnte and speak of the real difficulties which are
 to be met with in the Soviet Union. This means
hat the workers who read our press are not in a
position to take up a correct stand to the slanders
pfsour enemies. At this Plenum we will have the
nity of hearing the report of Comrade
M mﬂsky # I know that the whole Plenum is
\awaiting this report with tense expectation. We
can tell Comrade Manuilsky that we, too, want
to hear about the difficulties of construction in

- *The Soviet Union and the World’s Workers.
2d., 5 cents.
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the Soviet Union. That is in the interests of our
work of revolutionary enlightenment.

In celebrating the achievements, above all the
economic achievements, of the Soviet Union, we
must especially beware of such mistakes, since
they would amount substantially to a concession
to Social-Democracy, which is recommending a
“ constructive ’’ policy with a similar content
within the bounds of the capitalist order of
society. Such a reformist exploitation of the
sympathies of the workers for the Soviet Union
can be observed almost everywhere among the
Social-Democrats. The Austro-Marxists, in par-
ticular, base their manceuvres upon the idea that
the planned economy which is being carried out
in the Soviet Union is fundamentally a ** correct
idea "’ which, they allege, could even be much
better applied in capitalist Austria. And they
proceed to draw up plans and recipés for a
planned economy which can be realised in a capi-
talist State without a revolution., This swindle
must be unmasked before the workers, which,
indeed, should not be a difficult task., In Turkey
the adherents of Kemal want to introduce a
planned economy after the model of the Soviet
Union; Soviet experts have even been invited to
go to Turkey for this purpose. Well, I have
great faith in the efficiency of Soviet experts but
it is very doubtful whether the attempt to adjust
planned economy to the conditions of bouzgeoad
Turkey will succeed. For if the Turks seH
about this task in earnest they would have to
begin with the abolition of capitalism, and fi
and foremost by getting rid of the bourgeo
Government. But they are probably not y:
ready to do this.
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III. TOWARDS AN ANALYSIS OF THE WORLD
ECONOMIC CRISIS.

The facts quoted above may suffice in them-
selves to give a basis for the conclusion that
capitalist stabilisation is really at an end at the
present time; nevertheless, a loophole may be left
for a certain feeling of doubt : perhaps, after all,
capitalism will soon ‘‘rise from the dead; *’
perhaps it is only playing possum. . . . This feel-
ing of doubt is all the more likely to arise since
in our analysis of the world economic crisis we
have hitherto not paid enough attention to the
tendencies of development of the world economic
crisis. We have rather emphasised what the
present crisis has in common with previous crises
of capitalism, and given less attention to the
peculiarities of the present world economie crisis.
Thus, for example, much has been said about the
cyclical character of economic crises. But if we
keep this point in view to the exclusion of every-
thing else, the peculiar character and the ten-
. dencies of development of the present world
economic crisis and the connection of this crisis
with the accentuation of the general crisis of
capitalism will not be understood. If this side
of the question is not grasped with sufficient con-
creteness we will get no clear perspectives, and
then any given fluctuation in the economic con-
ditions, any accidental rise in prices (be it only
in share prices) may produce, even in our ranks,
a doubt as to whether it is not possible after all
that capitalist stabilisation is coming again.
Such ideas were immediately evoked, for
example, among the ranks of the Social-Demo-
crats by the latest manceuvres of the American
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Government on the exchange. * Vorwaerts ”
hailed the measures taken by the American
Government as ushering in a decided ** change *’
and assured us that ‘ the whole world will be
thankful for this change.” Well, the ‘‘ change *’
came to an end very quickly, for no real pre-
requisites were present for a genuine improve-
ment in the situation.

In analysing the world economic crisis we
must be careful, on our side, never to fall into
the false objectivism of Social-Democracy, which
represents the crisis as a general ‘‘ misfortune »’
or ‘“ destiny "’ for which nobody is guilty and
nobody to blame. Our analysis of the economic
crisis must give a criticism of capitalism, unmask
the real countenance of capitalism before the
masses, and represent the capitalist class as it
really is—as the agent in the accentuation of the
crisis.

The estimation of such phenomena of the crisis
as, for example, the bankruptcy of capitalist
énterprises is not always given in our press from
a consistent critical angle. It is an error to think
that every bankruptcy is in itself capable of pro-
ducing a sharpening and deepening of the crisis.
That need not by any means be always the case.
In the former economic crises of capitalism,
which were overcome relatively quickly, the
characteristic point consisted precisely in the
large number of bankruptcies which occurred
within a short space of time, as also in the sudden
and pronounced fall in prices.

In the present economic crisis, on the other
hand, even though there may be ever so many
cases of the collapse of individual enterprises,
these do not constitute the most characteristic
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phenomenon; the most characteristic pheno-
menon is the mass dismissal of workers, the
shutting down of enterprises, part-time, wage-
cutting, etc. One could even say, in a certain
sense, that there are too few bankruptcies for the
crisis to be overcome. How were previous
economic crises overcome? Precisely by the fact
that so many capitalist enterprises suddenly col-
lapsed, while the available markets appeared
more than enough for the rest—even considering
the reduction in selling prices—to open up
prospects of realising surplus value with a new
extension of production. To-day the situation
is such that the very largest concerns of finance
capital are mostly so closely connected with the
whole machinery of State that they cannot go
bankrupt and do not need to do so, since they
control the State and can also mobilise its
resources for their own support. In our draft for
the theses we emphasise the fact that at the
present time the domination of monopoly—the
oligarchy of finance—has become so overwhelm-
ing that it is in a position, if not arbitrarily, then
at any rate within certain limits, to offer effective
resistance on its part to the ravages of the crisis.
This, however, is by no means synonymous with
waging an effective struggle for overcoming the
economic crisis. There is, of course, no repre-
sentative of the finance oligarchy who would not
desire the capitalist way out of the crisis, both
on a national and also on a world scale. But how
far their economic practice corresponds to this
general desire is another question. Can we say
that a Morgan, for example, really exerts him-
self, in his daily practice, to find an avenue of
escape from the crisis for American capitalism?
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We cannot always say this. These people are
concerned, first and foremost, with a much more
intimate worry; they have to fight, above all, for
their own profits. The every-day way out of
the crisis for their own enterprises—that is. their
first care, The struggle for a way out of the
crisis for the entire capitalism of a given country
is not the same thing at all as the struggle to
rescue the profits of an individual capitalist
enterprise. Especially during a time of crisis
there is a clash of interests between these two
things, and in each individual case where this
contradiction makes itself felt the magnates of
capital are always ready to sacrifice the interests
of capitalism as a whole.

These giants of finance capital—or, at any
rate, the greater part of them-—have really not
done too badly during the crisis. To be sure, a
certain number of these giants have collapsed in
various countries, especially those which had far-
reaching international connections, such as
Kreuger, the German ‘“ D *’ banks, the Banque
du Credit Nationale in France, Lee Higginson
Co. in the United States, etc. But only a part,
not all. We can even say that the most powerful
banks and concerns have, on the whole, not sus-
tained any very substantial losses. = To take a
few examples, the great chemical trusts, such
as the “ I.G.” Dye Industry in Germany and
Imperial Chemicals in England, have pulled well
through the crisis. Schneider-Creuzot in France
has been able to maintain its pre-war profits.
The latest balance-sheets of the great English
banks (three of the ‘‘ big five ’’) show that they
have slightly diminished their dividends for 1931,
but are, at any rate, in a position to pay from
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14 to 18 per cent., which is to be regarded as an
extremely high rate of dividend as English con-
ditions go. But the question is not only in how
far the giants of finance capital are in a position
to maintain the former absolute level of their
profits; we have also to consider that they are
sustaining smaller losses in their profits,
generally speaking, than the other capitalists, in
particular, than those who are not organised in
trusts and cartels—i.e., they are in a better posi-
tion to shift a large part of the burden of the
crisis on to the shoulders of other sections of the
iocpulation. One should not lose sight of this
fact.

IV. THE PECULIARITIES OF THE PRESENT ECONOMIC
CRISIS AND OF THE POLICY PURSUED BY THE
FINANCE OLIGARCHY DURING THE CRISIS.

The most important of these peculiarities may
be comprised under the following nine heads:

1. With a view to maintaining their mono-
poly prices and profits, the monopolist trusts
restrict production to an unheard-of degree.
Enterprises, mines, and means of transport are
left lying idle, not for months, but for years on
end. In the United States no less than 78 per
cent. of the iron works have been closed down,
and 85 per cent. of the automobile industry;
in England o4 per cent. of the shipbuild-
ing industry has been closed down (only
6 per cent. working!). In Germany 66 per
cent. of the machine industry and iron works
are lying idle, etc. The productive forces
are not only paralysed by monopoly capi-
talism, but are deliberately destroyed on a
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mass scale. I will not dwell upon the destruc-
tion of articles of consumption, such as coffee in
Brazil, and wheat in the United States, nor upon
the phenomena of technical retrogression, for
which a vast number of examples might be
quoted from all capitalist countries. I will only
mention such facts as the following : American
engineers have come forward with the proposal
to replace tractors and threshing machines by
ploughs and hoes. In England the shipbuilders
themselves have founded a joint stock company
for the purpose of destroying the older ship-
building yards. In Germany the “‘programme
for providing work,”” put forward by the Von
Papen Government, includes a plan by which
400,000 tons of shipping is to be destroyed and
the Government is allotting 12,000,000 marks as
a State grant for this purpose. The French
radical, Caillaux, gave a lecture not long ago in
which he declared technical progress to be the
‘* scourge of mankind.”” That is to say, techni-
cal progress has become a scourge for the profits
of monopoly capitalism. Hence the hostility of
the representatives of finance capital to technical
progress and their attempts to sabotage it.

2. Monopoly capital employs every means in
its power to reduce the cost of production. The
most urgent task which the technical manage-
ment of every enterprise is now occupied in solv-
ing is so to adjust production that a shrinkage of
production may leave the production costs as low
as possible. The chief means employed is to
reduce the real wages as low as possible, and to
ruthlessly increase the degree to which human
labour power is used up.

3. The monopolist cartels are in a position,
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within certain limits, to offer resistance to the
- movement of prices during the crisis, at the
expense of the other buyers and sellers. To be
sure, they are not in a position to prevent the
- lowering of prices in general. Nor do they always
- try to do this. A monopoly company is only
interested in high prices in so far as it sells goods;
in cases where it is the buyer it is, of course,
interested in lowering the prices. It is above all
a question of increasing the scope of the ‘‘ price
scissors.”’* As between the monopoly prices and
the prices of non-amalgamated branches of pro-
duction, between predatory prices at home and
- ““dumping prices ”’ abroad. In Germany, for
example, it has been found that since 1920 the
index of monopoly prices has gone down from
. 105 per cent. to about 84 per cent., whereas the
index of non-monopoly prices sank 50 per cent.,
i.e., one-half. In Poland the index of monopoly
prices has gone down only 1.2 per cent., while
 that of non-monopoly prices has gone down 41
- percent. From the standpoint of the standard of
living of the working class, the ** price scissors *’
between wholesale prices and retail prices is of
great significance. While the wholesale prices
_in the United States have gone down 32.8 per
cent., the retail prices have gone down only
about 21.9 per cent.; in England the wholesale
prices have gone down 43.6 per cent. and the
retail prices — 32.0 per cent.; in Germany
the former have gone down 30 per cent. and the
latter only 22.3 per cent.; while in France the
figures are 32.6 per cent. for the former, and only
6.1 per cent. for the latter. All this means, of

* Scissors—discrepancy,—Ep.
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course, unheard-of exploitation of the working
masses and the appropriation of the takings of
other capitalists and manufacturers who are
buyers of monopoly commodities, or whq have to
sell their goods to the monopoly trusts. This,
however, puts the mechanism of the crisis out of
order, and thus the overcoming of the crisis is
postponed.

4. The yawning gulf which separates the
prices of industrial goods and those of agricul-
tural produce, which are encumbered by high
rent, usurers’ debts and increasing taxation,
makes itself felt in particular in the more speedy
ruination and pauperisation of the peasantry.
The sharp decline in prices of agricultural
produce does not, however, benefit the prole-
tariat, since the commercial trusts keep the
retail prices at a much higher level.

5. Numerous “‘weak ’ and medium-sized
enterprises have their credits withdrawn and are
thus swept into the whirlwind of bankruptcy,
while the largest banks and trusts have their
credits extended. It is, therefore, incorrect to
speak of the crisis of credit in general and to
forget that this does not by any means mean the
same thing for all capitalists. The export of
capital comes to a standstill, with the exception
of political and war loans, while huge sums of
capital in the form of money accumulate use-
lessly in the hands of the most powerful groups
of the finance oligarchy. France and the United
States have drawn in huge resources of gold from
all countries.

6. In order to preserve their ‘ frozen "
investments, the monopoly cartels and large
banks lend their support to a great number of
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‘enterprises which are dependent upon them, and
- which, in many cases, are virtually bankrupt.

This dead weight makes it the more easy for
individual giant concerns to be drawn them-
selves into the whirlpool of bankruptcy, as has
happened in the case of the German ‘D"
Banks, the Banque du Credit National in France,
etc.
7. The numerous operations undertaken to
finance bankrupt enterprises (writing-off and

fusion of sums of capital, acquiring of control

shares, etc.) result in the plundering of the small
and middle shareholders and depositors, and
in the acceleration of the growth of monopoly
trusts. Over and above this, the great and uni-
versal depreciation of shares and stocks, which
varies from 45 to 8o per cent. in the different
countries, creates especially favourable condi-
tions for a further strengthening of the
supremacy of the finance oligarchy. During a
period of many years prior to the economic crisis
the ‘‘ watering ”’ of the capital of monopolist
enterprises was everywhere carried to extreme
degrees. Let me give one example: in the
United States it was found by commissions of
the Senate that the real value of all enterprises

| of the United Steel Trust Co. amounted to

450,000,000 or at the most 600,000,000 dollars,
whereas the share capital of this trust amounted
to 1,500,000,000 dollars. Thus, by “ watering *’
the share capital, about a billion dollars had been
pocketed as the profits of speculation. Since the
nominal capital has now diminished, the enter-
prise can now still make extraordinarily high
profits despite the diminution in its former
profits, since the value of the share capital has
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sunk still lower. The mass of small shareholders
are compelled to sell the depreciated shares, and
anyone who is able to buy these shares to-day
can make splendid business out of it. But who
has the money to buy them? Those who are get-
ting credit, and it is only the heads of the finance
oligarchy who are getting credit.

8. By the depreciation of the currency in
most countries the big capitalists and landlords
are being relieved of a large part of their debts,
while a large slice is being taken out of the
workers’ wages, and out of the savings and
revenues of the urban petty bourgeoisie, the
leisured class, etc.

0. In the interests of the most influential
groups of the finance oligarchy, the bourgeois
Governments are rescuing individual trusts, con-
cerns, banks and enterprises of the munitions
industry from bankruptcy by granting them
State aid in various forms—Iloans, credits,
guarantees of credit, special orders, preferential
treatment in respect of tariffs, taxation, and
foreign currency, grants in aid, participation in
the share capital, etc. This is done at the
expense of the State Budget and the State banks;
it endangers the stability of the currency and
also involves gigantic burdens for the economy
of the country as a whole and, first and foremost,
for the working population.

V. TO WHAT IS THE GROWTH OF THE ECONOMIC
CRISIS LEADING ?

As a result of the peculiarities of the present
economic crisis, as a result of the whole policy
pursued by dominating monopoly capital, and
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~ the fact that the great land of proletarian dic-
tatorship is excluded from the world system of
capitalism, the ordinary course of development
taken by crises in the time of free competition
has been disturbed. It has become infinitely
more difficult to overcome the crisis by the usual
methods—i.e., by squandering or gradually
absorbmg the stocks of commodities, by depre-
ciating basic capital, by a thorough cleansing of
capitalist economy from all antiquated, weak,
rotten and non-paying enterprises, by technical
mlprovements and increase of productivity, by
t opening up new markets, etc. But from this it
- does not by any means follow—as certain
" theoreticians of a semi-Trotskyist tendency have
asserted—that capitalism will automatically col-
lapse of its own accord. The results, for the time
being, are only the acute distress of the working
class and the ruination of the urban petty bour-
geoisie, or the great masses of the peasantry, and
of the agrarian and colonial countries. But the
~ more success monopoly capital meets with in this
policy, the more do the internal and external
markets become attenuated, and the more does
. capltahsm strangle itself in the clutches of the
crisis. The ruling bourgems class sees before it as
an ever more urgent necessity, a definite avenue
of escape—as the only capitalist avenue of escape
from the ecenomic crisis: the struggle against
the toiling masses and against other countries,
Fascist dictatorship, commercial war and armed
- imperialist war.

These tendencies of development in the
present world economic crisis must be thoroughly
examined and kept steadily in view in order to
preclude every hope that the crisis may perhaps,
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after all, be overcome by some unexpected and
unexplainable economic natural phenomenon,
coming perhaps ‘‘ next spring” or ‘‘next
autumn ”’ or the like. How is this new boom to
come? Well, it is said, the crisis must pass over
some time or other; after all, it is a ‘‘ eyclical
crisis; *’ let us wait till the crisis has reached its
- deepest point, and then we shall have a renewal

of the fixed capital and a new period of prosperity
will begin. Now, however, we have been wait-
ing four years long for the ‘‘ deepest point ”’ of
this cycle, and the longer we wait, the further
removed are we from this point, and the more
difficult does it become for capital to extricate
itself from the clutches of the economic crisis.
The fixed capltal has already been renewed, prior
to the crisis, during the period of rationalisation.
“Tust there lay the mistake,”” said Otto Bauer,
of whom Lenin once said that he was ‘‘ the best
of the social traitors.”” (Comrade Lenin also
declared immediately afterwards that he meant
by this “ a learned idiot, utterly incorrigible.”’)
This learned idiot is now talking about the
‘“ mistake of rationalisation,”” though it is per-
fectly clear that monopoly capitalism could not
do otherwise than rationalise, in so far as it
wanted, in accordance with its capitalist nature,
to chase after high profits.

Formerly, the economic crisis was able to
create by its own mechanism the pre-requisites
for overcoming itself. Why is this not the case
to-day ? Because monopoly capital has come to
occupy a position of overwhelming supremacy,
and has consolidated this position, to a very high
extent, at the expense of the interests of the
entire economy of the country by basing itself
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upon the entire State apparatus. This does not
signify a development in the direction of State
capitalism, as Comrade Bucharin once thought,
nor does it mean development towards the State
control over private monopoly; on the contrary,
it denotes a development towards control of
private monopoly over the State. The whole
State is enlisted in the business of rescuing the
profits of private monopoly. In this way it is
possible to save them from bankruptcy, not in all
cases, but in the case of the most powerful
concerns.

Is there, then, no capitalist way out of the
crisis? After all, Lenin said—and we repeat his
words very frequently—that there are no
absolutely hopeless situations for the capi-
talists.* VYes, there can be a capxta.hst
way out of the present economic crisis. For
example, if the United States defeated Japan
there could perhaps be a way out of this crisis,
for the United States, for the time being. For
Japan, again, there could be a capitalist way
out of the crisis if Japan were to defeat the
United States. Such possibilities cannot be dis-
puted. However, there is no purely economic
away out of this crisis. The possibility of a capi-
talist way out of the crisis—for one individual
country or another—can only be’ found in the
successful use of the capitalist class’s means of
economic struggle in conjunction with the mailed
fist of the bourgeois State, in making war upon
and defeating the others, the competitors and

*Report on World Situation to Second Congress
Comintern, 1920.—Ed.
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rivals, the internal and external enemies of ]
finance capital, :
VI. PARASITISM AND DISINTEGRATION. ‘

Throughout the whole capitalist world at the
present time we may observe numerous symptoms
of the beginning of the end. Above all, we have
a tremendous increase in the phenomenon of
parasitism. Before the war Lenin had already
spoken of ‘‘ usury imperialism.’”” But such an
efflorescence of usury and parasitism as is to be
seen to-day could hardly have been imagined in
former times. I will refer to one phenomenon
only—namely, to what a colossal extent the
relative importance of loan capital has increased,
in the great.capitalist countries, at the expense
of production capital. Even in Germany this
relative importance amounts at the present time
to 30 per cent.; that is a tremendously high pro-
portion when' we consider that scarcely ten years
ago the greater part of those who had small
savings or received unearned income were So
completely ‘“ relieved *’ of their private property
by the inflation in Germany. German industry’s
burden of debt amounts to 58 billion marks, and
that of agriculture to 12 billion. In England at
the present time the annual income derived from
loan capital amounts to 26 per cent.—that is, to
more than one-quarter of the entire mnational
income! There is a broad stratum representing
the rentiers—parasites who live only by coupon-
clipping; these, again, have recently been plun-
dered with ever-increasing boldness by the great
banks. In England the National Debt alone
amounts to 74,000,000,000 gold roubles and the
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bank credits extended to industry amount to

- 10,000,000,000. Similar phenomena may be

observed in France and the United States.
Despite the increasing deficit and the often com-
plete ruin of the national budget, the bourgeois
States are increasing their expenditure for the
army, the police, the bureaucratic apparatus,
and the payment of interest to such a degree that
in England, France, Belgium, Poland, etec., this
expenditure amounts to 60 to 70 per cent. of the
budget.

Under present-day circumstances it is in-
evitable that there should also be an increase in
the friction and the dissension between the
various sections of the bourgeoisie. FEven the
finance oligarchy must not be regarded as a com-
pletely united group. There is often cleavage
and rivalry between the leaders of the
finance oligarchy in a given country, and
still more so between ‘the various sections
of the bourgeoisie, who are handicapped
by the finance oligarchy., At the same
time there is an orgy of sensational ‘* Panama
scandals ** in all capitalist countries. Tt would,
however, be incorrect to imagine that such

‘shining examples of giant capitalist robbers as
~ Kreuger are in any way the exceptions.

On the contrary, both in their methods
and in their character, these persons are to be
regarded exactly as the typical financial mag-
nates of the present day; only they were unlucky
enough not to be able to avoid being exposed
in consequence of their great failures.

If, in addition to this, we consider the pheno-
mena of disintegration and corruption in other
spheres, the increase in crime, Fascist banditry,
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<tc., we obtain a true picture of capitalism
hastening to its fall.

VII. CHANGES IN THE POSITION OF THE
WORKING CLASS.

The picture would, of course, be quite incom-
plete and the figure of the grave-digger of capi-
talism would be left out if we were not to con-
sider the social consequences of the economic
crisis, above all the changes in the position of
the working class—changes which are ever more
paving the way for the revolutionary struggle of
the toilers.

It must be said that our available material on
the position of the working class, as it is taking
shape in the individual countries and districts
during the crisis, is most inadequate. It is neces-
sary to bestow more attention an this subject,
for a genuine mass policy is impossible without
a concrete knowledge of the position of the
working class and other working elements,
especially in view of the fact that at the present
time this position is changing very rapidly. If,
for example, we do not take into account how
low the real value of the Polish miners’ wage has
sunk during the crisis (and the miners can still
be numbered among the relatively better-paid
sections of Polish workers), we shall find our-
selves unable to explain the fact that in Poland
the wave of strikes is much higher than in
Germany. It goes without saying that this is
not the whole explanation, but it may well be
part of the explanation. The consequences of
the economic erisis, in particular the huge mass
Ainemployment, create certain additional diffi-
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ties for the development of the strike move-
ent. We have already noted this fact on
evious occasions. We have only to add that
the obstacles presented to economic struggles by
‘these difficulties only make themselves felt up to
a certain point. When this point is reached the
obstacles which arise from mass unemployment
and the economic crisis cease to operate.

- If we keep in view the manifold social inter-
Qhangmgs which are created within the working
class merely on the basis of unemployment, we
i:an observe in Germany, for example, a large
number of different categories: those who are
ully employed with ‘‘ full ”’ wages and those
‘with only part payment, the part-time workers,
those doing forced labour, those who are wholly
memployed and receive ‘‘ full ’ unemployment
benefit, others with reduced benefits, others

ain who only receive relief from chantal?le

it all. Every worker, in whatever category he
y be to-day, is in constant danger of being
ved down to-morrow into the next category or
1 lower, and the fall from category to category
ally brings the worker lower and lower. This
iremely difficult situation for the employed
workers naturally creates an additional obstacle
* the development of strike struggles. But this
only true up to a certain point—the point at
which, despite the fact that they are employed,
they feel their situation to be so intolerable that
ey are ready to shoulder all the risks of a strike

- The economic crisis has everywhere made it
nuch more difficult for the bourgeoisie to bribe
e upper strata of the working class. The aris-
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tocracy of labour grows ever smaller and smaller,
which means that the social basis for reformism
and social democracy grows weaker and weaker.
Thus, we have such new phenomena as that of
certain sections of the workers, not indeed re-
ceiving higher wages, but yet being given a
privileged position, in the sense that they are
given the certainty of keeping their jobs, First
and foremost, among these are the professional
groups of Fascist strike-breakers and the like.
But this, of course, cannot, become a widespread
social phenomenon,

Important consequences flow from the fact that
in all capitalist countries finance capital has set
about reducing the standard of living of the great
peasant masses. - This fact has, as you know,
recently produced almost everywhere a number
of militant peasant movements which in several
countries, such as Poland, Jugo-Slavia, etc., have
already turned into peasant revolts.

VIII. INCREASE OF THE REVOLUTIONARY
UPSURGE.

What is the political consequence of this
development? It is a mighty increase in the
revolutionary upsurge. Viewed from this stand-
point, how are we to estimate the moment
through which we are now passing—a moment
when capitalist stabilisation is at an end? In
our draft for the theses we say that a transition
to a new series of wars and revolutions is now
being made. We have not reached the period of
the new series of wars and revolutions; but we
are now in the process of a rapid transition to
this period. This character of a rapid transition
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also peculiar to the revolutionary upsurge
- which is now going on. Comrade Lensky asked
" Whether this should not be described as a new
- phase of the revolutionary upsurge. Now it is
- clear that the development of the revolutionary
upsurge is already much higher to-day than was
~ the case at the time of the last Plenum of the
"E.C.C.I. But I would not be inclined to describe
‘the present moment as a ‘“ new phase *’ of the
- revolutionary upsurge, for I do not want to
. obscure its transitional character. The use of
~ the term ‘‘ new phase *’ gives the impression that
~ the upsurge remains at a definite level, as though
* its character were static. The whole character of
~ the revolutionary upsurge, however, reflects the
3 l‘apld transition going on at the present time; it
- ds further and further, mounts higher and
er.
Since the first period of storm and stress which
- followed the imperialist war there have never
~ been so many revolutionary mass struggles as we
- have to-day in the majority of countries. True,
- in a number of countries which are relatively
~ backward in a political sense, great mass
struggles must still be regarded as isolated
phenomena. Take a country like Sweden, where
. the soldiers fired on the strikers from the paper
mills at Aadalen last year. Such an event, in this
sountry, was the first of its kind during the life-
time of the present generation. It was the occa-
sion for an outburst of elementary force which,
with the active participation of the Communist
Party—this fact must be recognised—formed a
movement of large sympathetic strikes with
. stormy demonstrations, etc. In such conditions
- as those obtaining in Sweden this passed over

35




e

very quickly; then came an interval during which
the movement remains weak, with only small
strikes or no strikes at all. It is no remote possi-
bility that even in Belgium we may have an
interval of calm lasting for some months. Thus
in many countries at the present time we may
observe the alternating ebb and flow of the revo-
lutionary upsurge. But there are also countries,
such as Spain and Poland, where the revolu-
tionary strike movement has been at a high level
for a long time past, and where we can observe
a stormy wave of economic and political strikes.
We must also keep in view the fact that the
great strikes everywhere have a different charac-
ter from that which they had formerly. Itis not
sufficiently lucid to say that these strikes have a
political character. The greatest strikes of the
past also had a political character. The present
great strike struggles, however, have a revolu-
tionary or, at any rate, a semi-revolutionary
character. Even in- France there have been
many strikes actually accompanied by barricade
fighting. Still more have the great strikes in

Poland and Czecho-Slovakia taken on, in a cer--

tain sense, the character of a civil war (of course,
only as yet in the limited sense of this word). I
refer only to such great strikes as that at Briix
and at the ‘“ Hortensia '’ works. The strike of
the subway workers in Tokio was highly charac-
teristic: a relatively small number (about 200)
of the workers barricaded themselves with some
of the cars in a tunnel of the subway, shut them-
selves off from the outer world with barbed wire,
turned on the electric current, and defended
themselves successfully for several days on end
against superior police forces until they attained

36



~ their strike demands. Our Japanese comrades
. can show us more than a single example of a
_ Itis a highly characteristic feature of the strike
 movement in most countries at the present time
~ that new forms of strike struggle are arising, that
~ the methods of struggle are becoming sharper
and the forms more revolutionary, that economic
strikes are being converted into genuine revolu-
. tionary struggles. These are no longer isolated
and accidental phenomena; they represent the
typical development of the revolutionary move-
~ ment. In Spain, in particular, we have been able
to observe such revolutionary strike struggles
- going on uninterruptedly over a period of many
- months as the Spanish proletariat has never
- experienced before. What is happening in these
struggles is above all the further development of
the Spanish revolution. .
.~ Of course, we must not lose sight of the
~ irregularity of development of the revolutionary
upsurge. It would be incorrect to select only
the most revolutionary examples from the
. workers’ movement in the various countries, to
collect these examples together and use them
as a basis for the assertion that the situation is
already ripe for revolution. No, the law of
~ irregularity holds good also for the development
of the revolutionary upsurge. If we do not take
this into account in our estimation of the inter-
national movement, our estimation will
inevitably be an exaggerated one. The process
of the radicalisation of the working class is
‘developing everywhere, but the development is

" not everywhere find such powerful expression as
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at the last Reichstag elections in Germany. At
the last Parliamentary elections in England, for
example, there was almost no expression of the
radicalisation of the working class. To be sure,
the Labour Party lost 2,000,000 votes, and some
comrades wanted to interpret this as a symptom
of the radicalisation of the working class. But
almost all these votes were cast for the Conserva-
tives, and such a change of front on the part of

|
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the voters cannot in any way be described as a *

process of the radicalisation of the working class.
Despite this, the radicalisation of the working
class is an actual fact in England too. This found
its expression in the stormy workers’ demonstra-
tions in the autumn of last year. For the first
time for many years the working masses were
seized by an elementary urge to fight for the con-
quest of the streets; they armed themselves with
sticks and tore up paving stones to throw at the
heads of the police. This happened not in one
town only, but in many different towns. This
was something new in old England. The move-
ment in the English Navy took its rise at the
same time, Besides this, it cannot be said that
there were no strike movements in England.
There were even some great strikeé movements
there. But it goes without saying that the
procéss of the radicalisation of the workers in
England is not yet at an advanced stage, as is,
for example, the case in Germany, Poland or
Spain. However, even in Germany we may

observe phenomena which bear witness to the

irregularity of this process of radicalisation. The
All-German Federatlon of Trade Unions has lost

many members; there is a profound crisis in the
Amsterdam International. But our revolutionary -
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- trade union opposition has won very little. I do
not know if we possess any exact statistics on the
development of the revolutionary trade union
organisations, but at any rate the results in this
sphere are such that they ‘only reflect the
- radicalisation of the working class to a slight
. extent.

There is an incorrect opinion to be met with,
according to which the ‘‘ Left '’ manceuvres of
. social democracy are accelerating the process of
. the radicalisation of the workers. Comrade
. Lensky informed us in the political secretariat

that in Poland this opinion had led certain com-
‘rades to adopt the position that the ‘‘ Left "
- manceuvres of the Social-Democrats were
- “ cutting both ways.” And Comrade Lensky
- rightly criticised this conception as a Right-
opportunist one. In Czecho-Slovakia such a con-
ception has even led certain comrades to a posi-
- tion of complete ‘' tailism,”” in relation to the
Social-Fascists, in certain instances. I am not
~ more intimately acquainted with this case, but
- the representatives of the Czecho-Slovakian
Communist Party will be able to tell us about it.
In Germany such opinions were to be met with
for a long time, as, for instance, that those
. workers who did not previously participate in
- any political movement, but who then joined the
National Socialists, were on the way to radicalisa-
- tion. Such a conception can under no circum-
- stances be described as correct. In this case the
- most that we can say is that there has been a
certain activisation of the workers concerned,
* but we absolutely cannot speak of their radi-
~ calisation in the sense of their approaching more
closely to revolution. For their approaching
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more closely to Fascism means that they are ‘

getting further away from revolution.
IX. THE MOST IMPORTANT POLITICAL CONCLUSION.

Thus a process of transition is going on not
only in economics, and not only in the sharpen-
ing of international contradictions and the war
danger, but also in the development of the revo-
lutionary upsurge. We are approaching a new
period, but we have not yet reached it. We are
still in the stage of transition to this period.
What is the political conclusion which we must
draw from this estimation of the objective situa-
tion? I can give this conclusion at once: If
to-day we are in the stage of transition to a new

|
i
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period of wars and revolutions, we have now to |
make every effort fo prepare the proletariat and |
the rest of the working population for the |

struggle for power in the new period.

This is also the conclusion which is drawn in |

the draft of the theses. It may perhaps cause
some comrades to think that, in view of the great
accentuation of the sxtuatxon. this strategic task

is too small. But is it really too little if we set

ourselves the task of preparing the proletariat,
with all that this implies? No, rightly under-
stood, this means a revolutionary preparation of
the proletariat in all respects, and this is no small
task. If we speak, in the draft of the theses,
about the strengthening and acceleration of

Bolshevik mass work with a view to raising the

revolutionary consciousness and the revolu-
tionary preparedness of the workers, we are in
no way to understand by this mere enlighten-
ment only by way of propaganda. That would,
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indeed, be too little. What we speak of in the
draft of the theses is a *“ systematic carrying out
of the line of the united front from below,”’ the
‘‘ reaction to every event which stimulates the

enemy,’’ the drawing up in every case of ‘‘ con-
crete slogans which are capable of really mobilis-
ing them for struggle.”” We speak, too, of the
necessity of ‘‘ restoring, extending and con-
solidating the permanent living link between
- each Communist Party and the majority of the

- workers.”” This is what Lenin demanded, not
only after the defeats sustained by the revolu-
tionary movement, but in all situations, even in
the fire of the revolutionary situation of 1917.
Likewise, in 1920, he said the same thing when
he wrote his pamphlet, ‘“ Left-Wing Communism
an Infantile Sickness; ” that was shortly before
- the March struggles in Germany, at a time when
the revolutlonary upsurge was running very high
both in Germany and in a number of other
- countries. At that time Lenin especially empha-
- sised that, in order to win, we must establish a
. permanent living link between the Communist

dmvanguard and the broad masses of the working

Our draft of the thesis also brings out what
different and important factors are contained in
the preparation of the proletariat for the coming
revolutionary struggles for power. But as
regards this formulation itself we do not want
- simply to repeat what we often have said before
- in the theses of the Comintern, and I think it
- especially important that all comrades should
- understand why we do not want to do this, We
. have now a new situation; we are undergoing a
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rapid transition to a revolutionary situation, and
precisely for this reason we have to formulate
our current basic task < to-day somewhat
differently than in former times, To-day we still
say that the task of winning over the majority of
the working class ‘‘ retains its full force.”” This
task has been described by us, at least from the
Third Congress of the Comintern onwards, or,
if I am not mistaken, even from the First Con-
gress onwards, as the main strategic task. In
our programme®* it is likewise formulated as such
for the entire pre-revolutionary period. Our
other formulation, which is especially adapted
to the present moment, is not in any way in con-
tradiction with this; on the contrary, the gist of
both formulations to a large extent coincides.
When we say that the Communist Parties have
to prepare both themselves and the masses of the
working class at the present time for the great
revolutionary struggles which are approaching,
especially and above all for the coming decisive
struggles for power, for the struggle for the
dictatorship of the proletariat, this formulation
calls for more tense attention both for the present
and the future. As important as it is, not to
forget the tasks of the present day, it is equally
necessary to also keep in view what to-morrow
~ will bring. To separate these two aspects of the
question from one another leads directly to a
deviation. Our Leninist task is to carry on revo-
lutionary work to-day and to take part in the
mass struggles of the present day, to prepare
the masses of the proletariat for the still greater
and still more revolutionary struggles of to-

“* Programme of the Cscammuniat International.

Modern Books. W. I.. P.
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morrow. The formulation which we have pro-
posed refers precisely to the fact that it is a
. question of preparing the revolutionary class, the
" broad masses of the proletariat, and not simply
the vanguard. For what must the revolutionary
class be prepared? Not for any sort of struggles,
but for ““ the great revolutionary struggles which
are imminent.”” It is clear that the preparation
for such struggles must be of another kind than
the preparation for any sort of smaller struggles.
The presidium therefore acted correctly in
adopting this formulation in order to describe

. the urgent main task of the present moment.
- This formulation was employed both by Lenin
- and by Stalin, It seems to us that it is more
~ appropriate to-day than ever before. Or does
anyone wish to assert that the proletariat in the
capitalist  countries,  whose revolutionary
workers’ movements we are here representing, is
already sufficiently prepared for the great
struggles for power which are approaching?
Even in Germany, where we have our best sec-
tion in the capitalist world—if we only consider
the tasks in the revolutionary situation, or in a
war situation, which may come as a surprise—it
cannot be asserted, either of our Party or of the
. broad masses of the proletariat, that they are
sufficiently prepared for such a situation.. Or
have we already got in the factories those firmly
anchored groups and cells which the enemy is
.~ unable to uproot, and which guarantee by their
~ activity that the Communist Party in such a
~ situation not only wants to fulfil its duty, but
will also be able to do this? Take a small
example : each one of us knows that in a revolu-
tionary or @ war situation, for example, the pars
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ticipation of women workers in mass struggles
and of class-conscious Communist women in the
work of the Party organisation is most important
and necessary. But to what a small extent we
have drawn these women into our work! Can
we not observe a neglect of Communist work in
the factories and in the trade unions? Have
there not been instances of an under-estimation
of the mass influence of the All-German Con-
federation of Trade Unions, and of social-
democracy? Has there not been a certain neglect
of, and a failure to understand the task of
organising struggles around the daily partial
demands of the workers? I am sure that the
German comrades, above all Comrade Thélmann,
are ready to say openly yes, these defects do
exist among us. The Communist Party of
Germany is strong enough to register its own
defects and to tackle the task of overcoming
them with determination.

But if the fact is that even the Communist
Party of Germany has not yet prepared itself and
the German proletariat sufficiently for the coming
struggles for power, how then can it be said that
this preparation represents a small task? Where
has this task been already carried out so that we
can already begin to tackle another and greater
task? This is not the case in any capitalist
country. No one can seriously suppose that we
are here writing theses merely in order to direct
our sections to the sole task of preparing the
proletariat for the coming struggles for power
by means of propaganda. There have, indeed,
been mistakes of this sort committed in some
Communist Parties. This cannot be denied.
Even in the ranks of the German Party there
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existed certain tendencies partially to replace the

much more difficult revolutionary work of
developing partial struggles in a genuine sense,
by a propaganda for radical slogans such as a
people’s revolution. No, we emphasise, on the
contrary, that it is one of the basic conditions
which must be perpetually kept in view in our
work, that the proletariat is not revolutionised
by propaganda and agitation pure and simple,
but first and foremost by its own experience,
which it wins in the partial struggles of the
present day.

The task of preparing the proletariat for the
great revolutionary struggles that are coming—
and in a number of countries for the coming
decisive struggles for power—is in full accord
with the new estimation of the objective situa-
tion as given in our theses. This preparation
constitutes the stralegic transition, which we
have to effect, to the new coming series of wars
and revolutions. He who does not envisage a
mere empty phrase in our statement that we have
reached ‘‘ the end of capitalist stabilisation,’® but

~ sees in it an important fact which obliges us to

. draw political conclusions, draws from it, if he

- is a Communist and a revolutionary, if he is a

- Marxist and a Leninist, precisely this conclu-

. sion: Most rapid preparations of the million-

~ strong revolutionary army, above all in the great
capitalist countries, for the coming struggles of
power ! **

If we know that precisely at the present time
there is going on a transition to a new period of

- struggles for power, to a new series of wars and
revolutions, then the present situation is, in a
certain sense, comparable to the eve of war in
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former times, when, even after the declaration
of war, several weeks intervened before actual
hostilities were begun; it was already known that
war was coming. What did the responsible
military leader do in such a situation? He made
every effort to collect his fighting forces as
quickly as possible, to weld together a strong
army, to strengthen the spirit of militant resolu-
tion; he distributed various strategic tasks, he
instructed his commanders and armed all his
forces. Such are the demands of the hour,
allowing for differences involved in the com-
parison; such is the strategic task of the prepara-
tion for the struggle for power. Or, expressed
without metaphor :- Every strike and every other
mass action must be made use of in order to
stimulate the revolutionary feeling among the
masses, in order to encourage the masses, in
order to organise them better, in order to weld
them together to united fronts and to create a
millionsstrong revolutionary army. \

It is not a question of a new organisation, it is
rather a question of organising a continuous
militant movement, in the sense of the class
struggle, but in every case to appeal to the broad
masses. Where we know that we have a hundred
fighters, we must enlist thousands more. Where
we have ten thousand, we must have hundreds of
thousands, and where we already have hundreds
of thousands, we must enlist millions. Such is
the task drawn up for the present situation. If
we do not do this we will suffer losses in tempo,
however much we may talk about the ‘‘develop-
ment of political and economic struggles.” That
is what we said yesterday, and that is still
correct to-day, That is not being repudiated,
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~ only to-day we set ourselves as our main task the
- Bolshevik preparation of the working masses for
~ the coming struggles for power.
- Comrades, in connection with the formulation
~ of the current main task of the day, we speak
in our draft theses of the struggle for the
dictatorship of the proletariat. Now at our
. Second World Congress Comrade Lenin wrote a
~ special chapter in his thesis on the question:
*“ Of what should the immediate preparation for
. the dictatorship of the proletariat everywhere
consist? ’* This chapter begins as follows :

‘“ The present moment in the development
of the International Communist movement is
characterised by the fact that in the over-
whelming majority of capitalist countries the
preparation of the proletarinc for the realisa-
tion of its dictatorship has not yet been com-
pleted, has indeed in many cases not yet been
§ begun systematically. From this it does not
.~ follow that the proletarian revolution in the
immediate future is impossible. It is quite
p possible, for the entire economic and political
~ situation is extraordinarily rich in explosive
matter and in causes for its sudden explosion.
A further pre-requisite for revolution in
addition to the preparation of the proletariat,
namely, a general crisis in all ruling and in all
bourgeois parties, is likewise present. But
from what has been said it follows that the
actual task to-day of the Communist Parties
does not consist in accelerating the revolution,
but in better preparing the proletariat.”

B vt

It seems to me, comrades, that the situation
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to-day far more resembles the situation obtain-
ing during the Second World Congress than, for
example, the situation during the Third World
Congress. So much of what Comrade Lenin
wrote and said at the First and Second World
Congresses fits excellently into the present
situation.

Allow me to quote yet another masterful
utterance of Comrade Lenin’s from a former
period, since it is impossible to express these
ideas better than Lenin did. At the end of the
yvear 1906 and the beginning of 1go7, Comrade
Lenin, in his estimate of the situation in Russia,
concluded that a new series of revolutionary
struggles was imminent. I explicitly emphasised
that one cannot compare the present objective
world situation with the situation at that time.
But the quotation does not thereby lose its value
if we consider how the then situation was
estimated by Comrade Lenin. He wrote as
follows :

““ Struggle in its sharpest forms is un-
doubtedly inevitable. But precisely because it
is inevitable it is senseless to want to force it
on, to accelerate it, to whip it forward. Let
the Krushevans and Stolypins look after that;
our care must be with all clarity, directly and
ruthlessly, openly fo reveal the truth to the
proletariat and peasantry, to open their eyes
to the significance of the storm wind that is
now arising, to aid them in an organised way,
with the sang-froid of people who are going
to their death, to await the enemy as the
soldier awaits the enemy when he lies in the
trenches and is ready after the first exchange
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~ of shots to go over to the assault. . . . Itis
~ necessary to get the weapons ready—both in
the immediate and in the metaphorical sense
of the word. Above all, and in the first
instance, it is necessary to weld together the
army of the proletariat, which is strong
through its consciousness and its resolution.
It is necessary to increase tenfold our
organisational and educational work among.
the peasantry, both among all those who are
starving in the countryside and also among
those who last year sent their sons to military
service—their sons who lived through the
great year of revolution. All the ideological
veils and trappings which have been spread
over the revolution must be torn down, all
doubts and wvacillations must be set aside.
Simply, calmly and openly—in the way the
people best understand—we must say as loudly
and clearly as possible : struggle is inevitable.
The proletariat will take up the struggle. The
proletanat will give up everything, will throw
all its powers into this struggle for freedom.”

Thus did the greatest revolutionary of all time
show us the way.
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ON THE WAR DANGER AND THE STRUGGLE
AGAINST IT.

1.—IN THE CAMP OF THE IMPERIALISTS.

I will not attempt to characterize all the manifold |

complications in the mutual relations of the various
imperialist powers. In these relations there are, how-
ever, one or two definite points which we can register
without more ado. Firstly, the co-operation between

Japanand France. This constitutes acertain fact. We

do not know whether there exists so much as a formal
alliance between them, but this is, after all, not the de-

cisive question. At any rate the strategical co-opera-

tion between them is a notorious fact which no one
should allow to escape his attention. And this co-

operation between them bears a character of the most |

pronounced aggressiveness, as we have seen in recent
times. Secondly, the sharpening of the relations be-
tween the United States and Japan. There can be no

s

doubt that a great accentuation has set in between |

these two powers. Thirdly, the relations between Ger-
many and France: nobody can assert that there has
been a relaxation in the tenseness of the relations be-
tween these two countries. It is clear to all that, in
this case, a fresh accentuation is present, as also be-
tween Germany and Poland. Between Italy and Ger-
many there has been a certain rapprochement, but it
seems, to say the least of it, doubtful whether the
antagonism between Italyand France has, in any way,
become mitigated. Lastly, the relations between Eng-

land and the United States: we can beyond doubt ob-
serve a further accentuation in this, the greatest of all

imperialist contradictions.

In general, we are thus able to record an increased
accentuation of the principal contradictions between
the various imperialist powers, and, at the same time,
the beginning of a tendency to form large antagonistic
groups of powers, which is one of the surest symptoms
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at an imperialist world war is approaching, The
ts of agreement which have been found between
d and France at Lausanne, do not mean any
real overcoming of the very considerable contradictions
~ which, for years past, have existed between them. In
- these complicated international relations one rule al-
‘most always holds good, namely that where a certain
" rapprochement shows itself on occasion, the former
~ contradictions essentially remain and undermine this
~ rapprochement; this, however, does not mean that the
_ temporary rapprochement is Jdevoid of all political
. significance. This can be best shown by the example of

!n d and Japan, who in general are working hand
_in hand without, however, being able to overcome the
great contradictions between their interests. Omn the

- contrary, the competitive struggle between them is
Hn‘gviuibly accentuated throughout large districts to
“which they export their goods—in China, India, the
' Malay Islands, ete., and the Japanese imperialists’
. most extreme plans for expansion are even so bold as
;menstrnte into the realm of the British colonies in

~ The role of driving force, in the accentuation of the
international contradictions, between the various im-
~ perialist powers, is at the present moment, being
J&yed by the conflict between Japan and the United
* States, who are both of them feeling the most urgent
- need for new colonies, and both of whom wish to sub-
~ ject to their colonial domination the largest nation in
~ the world, the Chinese. Lenin held the view that Japan
~ cannot wage any great war, without forming an alli-
~ ance with some other imperialist power. This still
~ holds good to-day. In the Manchurian question Japan
 has hitherto found support from France, and to a great
- extent from England also. But through this combina-
~ tion, the controversial issues between the various im-
. perialists in Manchuria are linked up, in the most
~ dangerous fashion, with the commen antagonism of all
B | imperialist powerstowardsthe Soviet Union. This
s a matter about which the diplomats of imperialism
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say little, and maintain an obstinate silence. But none
the less it remains a fact that all these powers, to-
gether with their vassals, have precisely in recent times
been most vigorously intensifying their preparations
for war against the U.S.8.R. This does not by any
means preclude the possibility of what is happening, for
example, at the present moment in France, where the

. Government is pretending to be averse to the pursu-
ance of an aggressive war policy against the Soviet
Union. But while the Government is indulging in this
gesture of pacifism, the general staff in actual fact is
pursuing a course of action of quite another tendency.
The same is true of Japan, of England, of Poland and
even of Finland. As this Janus-face of the bourgeoisie
may foster a tendency, even in our own ranks, to
underestimate the importance of these anti-Soviet pre-
parations for war, it is more than ever necessary to
wage an intensive struggle against every symptom of
an underestimation of the war danger. -

92.—THE FAOTS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES.

The struggle against an underestimation of the
danger of both an anti-Soviet, and also of an imperialist
world war should be conducted on the basis of facts.
Even the bare figures showing the development of
armaments demonstrate, in a most graphic manner, at
what headlong speed the imperialist powers are at
present heading towards war. We have already re-
ferred on several previous occasions to that ‘‘ pros-
perity *’ which, despite the extreme accentuation of the
economic crisis, is being maintained in all capitalist
countries in the realm of the munitions industries, not,
however, without a tremendously lavish expenditure of
State funds. Preparations for war do not, of course,
affect the actual munitions only. It was, indeed, one
of the main lessons which the capitalist states were
able to derive from the last world war, that the entire
industry of the country, nay almost the entire national
economy must be adapted to war conditions, that even
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of peace all the necessary preparations for this
o5 must be made. But as regards the munitions
stry, in the narrower sense of the word, we may
that in general its capacity in the great imperialist
ntries has increased from 60 to 80 per cent., and in
e fields (such as tanks and poison gases) from five
p ten times, in comparison with the high-water mark
hed in the year 1918. The total production of the
ld’s chemical industry, which is of enormous im-
ance for war, has been almost trebled in compari-
with 1913.

The number of military airplanes on the active ser-

list has increased as follows:— .

' 1914 1018 1932
od States ... .. .. 6 750 10,000
e 90 5,000 7,000

o 1918 1932

nited States ... - .. .. .. 280 8,000
; 2,700 5,000
2,000 5,000

- Expenditure for military purposes has increased to
an enormous extent. The official war budget of the
United States, England, France, Japan, and Ttaly
taken together amounted to about 1,153,000,000 dol-
on the eve of the world war; whereas in the years

5 it had reached the figure of 1,745,000,000 dol-
s; and in 1930-31 it was already 2,873,000,000 dol-
lars—in other words almost three times as much as on
‘the eve of the last world war. A large number of
| capitalist states have set about making a thorough re-
organization of their fighting forces; these include
‘Japan, Poland, Rumania, Finland, etc. This re-
‘organisation is going on in connection with the* re-
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equipment of the armies with the latest technical
means of warfare, with their motorization = and
mechanization. Everybody is trying by a number of
measures to insure their being able to begin war as
rapidly and silently as possible, in order that the
masses of the population may suddenly, to their sur-
prise, find themselves face to face with acecomplished
facts

A war by Japan against the Soviet Union is being
expected and desired everywhere in the camp of the
imperialists. There only remains a certain doubt in
how far Japan will be able to conduct this war with
success. For this reason it has been deemed necessary
to leave Japan some little more time for its war pre-
parations. The Japanese ruling classes are themselves
at the present moment steering a determined course
towards the declaration of this war, immediately after
the termination of the most important preparatory
measures which are provided for, in Japan, in the
spring or autumn of 1933. With this end in view, the
expenditure on armaments has been almost doubled,
the production of war materials in Japan itself has been
greatly intensified, and large quantities of arms and
technical equipment are constantly being purchased
from abroad. While Japan’s ¢ civil ”’ industry is only
occupied to the extent of 50 per cent., the munitions
industry is being rapidly extended (during 1932 two
tank factories, two airplane faetories, several chemical
works, ete., were set in operation), Still larger quan-
tities of war materials are being imported into Japan
from the most varied countries: France is providing
tanks and machine-guns; England, airplane motors,
tanks, and rifles ; Ozecho-Slovakia, field guns, ammuni-
tion, and rifles; the United States, airplane motors,
rifles, and raw materials for the production of ex-
plosives; and Germany, explosives and poisonous
materials. ]

During the autumn of the current year, the Japan-
ese army in Manchuria, which consists of six divisions
and-two brigades of cavalry, and which is intended for,
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i gainst the Soviet Union, will already have com-
pleted its concentration. These divisions are for the
. moment only at their peace-time strength, but at the
‘same time reserve forces are being concentrated in
nchuria and Korea to bring them up to war
- strength. At the present moment the strength of the
wese army in Manchuria and in the adjacent dis-
2 of Korea amounts to about 115,000-men, which

~whole Japanese army. At this very moment, Japan-
‘ese imperialism is conducting fresh operations in Inner
Mongolia, organising a Mongolian army of 25,000 men,
financing and arming troops of Whitegnardists. Man-
‘churia is in every respect being converted into a base
‘of operations against the Soviet Union: new strategic
‘railway lines, main roads and air ports are being con-
ncted with all speed. (At the time when the occu-
tion of Manchuria was begun, the province contained
airports ; in January of this year there were 12, and
in July there were already 35.) Great construction
work is. being undertaken in the sea-ports of Seisin,
~ Port Arthur and Dairen. It is contemplated finishing
.~ all these works by the spring of 1933. g

. 3,—THE MILITARY ACTIVITY OF FRANCE AND ITS VASSALS,
. This year the French general staff has achieved
- great work towards co-ordinating the war-plans of the
. general staffs of Poland and the ‘‘ Little Entente.”” At
» conference of the general staffs of Poland,
umania, Czecho-Slovakia and Yugoslavia, held in the
ing of 1082, under the leadership of the French
&sml staff, plans for operations against the Soviet
~ Union were discussed (an alternative project for these
‘.un is known among the officers of the general staffs
by the characteristic name of the * Black Plan ),
- Special attention is being devoted to a close
~ tion between the Polish and Rumanian general staffs.
‘The Rumanian munitions industry has been especially
- gthened of late, despite the miserable condition
f Rumania’s finances. The Czechoslovakian muni-

55

!

& et i it L At anatiiin BN Ll e i o, ey .‘Pﬂ.ﬂ_

B



tions industry has been drawn into taking an intensiva

in the work of the entire anti-Soviet alliance.
Czecho-Slovakian firms are now constructing munition
factories in Rumania, Poland, and Latvia. The war
preparations going on in the Baltic countries—in Fin-
land, Latvia, and Esthonia—are being carried out, to
an ever greater extent, under the direct guidance of the
Franco-Polish bloc, although in Finland, for example,
English imperialism is continuing its activity, at the
same time. i

However, the general staff of the French army is by
no means content, merely to prepare the vassals of
French imperialism, for the war against the Soviet
Union. It is also arming its own fighting forces for this
purpose, On the one hand, it wants to insure that the
French army, which mainly consists of mercenaries,
can with the maximum of ease, and the minimum of
noise, be doubled in size. On the other hand, a special
expeditionary corps is being organized, the strength
of which can very quickly be brought up to 250,000 men
and 70 per cent. of which consists of professional
soldiers. The cavalry decree, which has been ratified by
the Minister of War, contains direct instructions on
the methods to be pursued by the French cavalry under
East European conditions, i.e., in a war against the
Soviet Union. The troops composing the above-men-
tioned expeditionary corps, which is nominally destined
for Morocco or Indo-China, frequently hold their
manceuvres, in winter time, at high altitudes in the
Alps, to accustom themselves to the Fast Euroj
winter. Part of the French air fleet—a division of 600
airplanes—is likewise being prepared for hostilities in
Eastern Europe, while preparations are also being made
for the French fleet to commence hostilities against the
Soviet fleet, and against Kronstadt.

All these preparations, which were commenced under
the aegis of the Tardieu government, are being con-
tinued under the present ‘‘ peace cabinet.”” Monsieur
Herriot is the only person who, ostensibly, knows
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hing about these facts of France's preparations for
against the Soviet Union. . . .

British imperialism does not, by any means, want to
left out of a war against the Soviet Union. In re-
times there has been a noticeable strengthening
of England’s war preparations against the U.S.8.R. in
8 Near East. In particular Iraq, whose foreign
icy, army, and finances, are controlled by England,
being prepared as a base of operations for land and
forces with a view to an advance across Persia to
ku and Transcaucasia. A large number of English
- bombing planes are concentrated in the air ports of
~ Bagdad, Mosul, and Basra ; besides this, a new and ex-
_ tremely large air port is being constructed in Bagdad,
d a high-road is being built from Iraq, over Persian
; rbaijan, to the borders of the Soviet Union.

.~ These are facts whose political range and import
“must not be underestimated.

4. —THE IMPERIALISTS IN COHINA AND THE NATIONAL-
" REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLE OF THE CHINESE PEOPLE.

~ The military preparations of France and Engiand
~ are by mo means being directed against the Soviet
- Union alone, but are, at the same time, systematically
- aimed against China. If anyone has gained the im-
~ pression, from the newspapers, that the English and
nch imperialists in China are busying themselves
~ with nothing more than mere diplomatic brokers’ in-
~ trigues in Shanghai, this impression is false. In reality,
they are developing quite concrete military offensives
on Chinese territory—France from the South, while
i hening its positigns in the Hunan province

which borders on Indo-China, and British imperialism
- in the Chinese provinces of Chuan-Byan and Tyanhai.
In the latter region, the English have already military
operations set successfully going, the aim of which is
~ to prepare for the partition of Central and Western
a.

* Their easy success attained in the Manchurian cam-
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paign which was commenced last year, had given the
Japanese imperialists swollen heads, and they decided
to advance into the valley of the Yangtse, and to start
by oecupying Shanghai. This fine plan, however, con-
tained one miscalculation. They had forgotten to ask
leave of the Chinese people. The Japanese imperialists
had imagined that Shanghai would only involve a mili-
tary promenade, as was the case at the beginning in
Manchuria, where all they had to do was to bribe one
or two Chinese generals, and then the way to Mukden
was open. In Shanghai the case was different. For the
first time in history, the Chinese people offered serious
resistance to an imperialist army, offered this resist-
ance, despite the most vile form of treacherous
sabotage to the cause of national defence, on the part
of the ‘“ National ' Government.

Perhaps you may think that the Nineteenth Army
which fought in the defence of Shanghai, was an army
of picked heroes, with exceptionally good equipment?
No! It was badly equipped, and a year previously,
when this army was sent against the Chinese Red
Army, it did not distinguish itself at all, and only met
with failure. But in the struggle against the Japanese
troops, with their first-class equipment, this same army
performed miracles.

The heroie defence of Shanghai was not only a sur-
prise for Japanese imperialism; it was above all a
tremendous blow against its anthority in China. The
haste with which the English and French ‘‘ peaceful
mediators ' interfered with diplomatic negotiations,
was obviously dictated—less by the fear that the
Yangtse Valley might fall into the hands of Japanese
imperialism—than by the very real danger that—in

case the Japanese war leaders should attempt to pene-

trate more deeply into the country—Japanese imperial-
ism might meet with actual catastrophe. As regards
its capacity for self defence, the Chinese people is now,
after the experiences of struggle gained in the first
wave of the Chinese revolution (after the years 1925-
27), a different people from what it was formerly—a
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age and resolution to defend themselves, even
against ‘‘ great imperialist powers.”” This fact was
demonstrated at Shanghai.
~ As is well known, it was, above all, the Shanghai
gorkars, and besides them, the revolutionary peasant
diers, who played a conspicuous part in this defence.
e, the treachery of the Kuomintang government
elivered Shanghai into the hands of the Japanese im-
perialists. But in proportion as the fighting anti-im-
~ perialist spirit of the Chinese masses rises higher and
- as the indignation against the Nanking government
- grows greater, the more do the million strong masses of
- the Chinese people turn their eyes towards the only
reliable army which can defend the independence of
- their country—towards the Red A of the Chinese
Soviet power. As is well known, the Chinese Red Army
‘has already repulsed four major campaigns of the
counter-revolution. During the last few weeks, it has
- béen able to extend the Soviet districts in the provinces
of Fudsyien and Ankhui, has encircled Wuhan, has
. fought its way through to the sea, and is now threaten-
ing Nanking. The Red Army has become a mighty
1 er through the many successful struggles that it
- has waged. It numbers more than 200,000 Red Army
- men, and to this number must be added about 400,000
- of the Red Guards and the Young Guard. This army is
- our pride. It represents the shock troops of the coming
victorious anti-imperialist uprising, and agrarian revo-
lution throughout the whole of China. When it comes
- to the imperialists’ war against China, and the Soviet
Union, it will certainly play a conspicuous part as an
anti-imperialist factor. #

During the many important struggles which have
- been fought during this time, the Communist Party of -
- China has made great progress ; especially in the Soviet
~ districts. In Shanghai and Peking it has also taken
very active part in the anti-imperialist mass movement.
- Only in this work it has not been able to find a
- sufficiently firm anchorage among the masses, it has,
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above all, not been able to make use of the great wave
of the anti-imperialist mass movement to organise the
working masses in trade unions, to extend the existing
Red Trade Umons, found new ones and win over the
yellow trade unions. Thus it has happened, that in
this great anti-imperialist movement, in the non-Soviet
districts, we have won much less adherence among the
masses, ‘than the objective conditions might have per-
mitted. During recent times the Communist Party of
China has, as far as we know, been making serious
efforts to make good its omissions in this respect.

5.—PROSPECTS OF THE JAPANESE REVOLUTION,

Many persons who are little acquainted with the con-
ditions obtaining in Japan, might think Comrade
Lenin’s assertion, as to Japan’s being unable to wage
any great war, unless it can find support from another
imperialist power, a singular one. Is it true that
Japan is not a strong imperialist power? In reality
this opinion is confirmed, up to the hilt, if we examine
more closely what imperialist Japan looks like ‘‘ from
the inside.”

Japanese imperialism is very aggressive, but it is not
strong within. Its sinews of power are imported from
Europe and America. The inner strength or weakness
of any given imperialist country is, at the present time,
reflected in the value of its currency. Well, as regards
the yen, we know that since the beginning of the Man-
churian invasion it has already lost more than half its
value, and the quotations are sinking more rapidly
every day, although it may*be that this movement to-
wards inflation has been only forced in part upon Japan
by necessity, and in part promoted purposely by power-
ful cliques of finance capital and feudalism. What is
the general situation with regard to the development of
finance capital in Japan? In certain respects, it may -
even be said to be highly developed, that is to say, the
- concentration of capital and the formation of monopo-
lies has advanced as far as in any other capitalist coun-
try, but, despite this fact, Japanese capitalism is a
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 capitalism which is weak in its foundations. Its base
 is provided mainly by the textile industry, and second-

ly, also, by the munitions industry—textiles being

produced for export and war materials for Japan's own
~ use. This, however, is not the basis upon which a
- powerful finance-capital has developed in other coun-
~ tries, for example, in Germany or the United States,
where the backbone of such finance capital is formed by
heavy industry.

Moreover, Japan is not only a country of capital. In
examining the character of the Japanese revolution, we
‘have been able to distinguish three main elements in
the structure of the existing class domination in
Japan: Monopoly capitalism, the monarchy and feudal
land-ownership. The state apparatus of the monarchy,
even though its position is relatively independent, is
- naturally most closely intertwined with its class basis,
the landlord class. But then the Japanese big bour-
geoisie is also intertwined with the apparatus of the
- monarchy. If we compare, for example, the character
- of the Japanese governing system with Tsarist Russia
in pre-war times, we will find that, on the one hand,
the remnants of feudalism are much stronger in Japan
than they were at that time in Russia, and on the other
hand that the concentration of capital is further ad-
vanced, and that monopoly capital is much more closely
bound up with the monarchist state bureaucracy of the
military and the police. This is the distinguishing fea-
ture of the Japanese ruling system, Its three constitu-
ent parts are so intertwined that, for example, the
main tasks of the first stage of the Japanese revolution,
- which according to its general character will be a bour-
. geoisie-democratic revolution, ought not, by any means,
- to comprise only bourgeoisie-democratic measures, but
- at the same time also preparatory steps towards the
socialist revolution, as, for example, the control of the
banks, and of the production of the large-scale enter-
prises through the Soviets,

My purpose in referring to these characteristic fea-
tures of Japanese class domination was only to render
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the estimation of the prospects of the Japanese revolu-
tion, given in our draft for the theses, more compre-
hensible. If we believe it to be possible that in the im-
mediate future Japan ‘‘ can reach the situation of 2
revolutionary crisis,”” this is because we do not
estimate the accentuation of Japan’'s external and in-
ternal contradictions, in a mechanical manner, accord-
ingtothe scale of the other capitalist countries, but bear
in mind what an extraordinary quantity of revolution-
ary explosive material lies accumulated in Japan's

liar conditions. Japan is infected through and
through with the remnants of feudalism. This means
an extraordinary increase in the pre-requisites of revo-

lution. Even the crises among the heads of society

here, take on a much more accentuated form than, for
example, in the older capitalist countries; during the
course of one year no less than three or four attempts
on the lives of members of the government have been
organized, while, on the last occasion, there were also
attempts to assassinate several financial magnates. Of
much more importance, however, it is the fact that in
consequence of feudal oppression the peasant masses
in Japan have a revolutionary role before them of many
times greater importance than in most European coun-
tries. This is proved alone by the hitherto unbroken

chain of peasant movements in Japan. Until recently |

cases of direct action by the peasants were not, as a

rule, very extensive, but they were very numerous.

Thousands of such cases took place every year. Last
year, for example, no less than 4,000 cases of conflicts
between the peasants and the landowners or the police

were officially registered. There is nothing to wonder

at in this, if it is known under what feudal slavery, and
in what indescribable misery, the majority of the
Japanese peasants are living, that landlords rob the
peasants of the lion’s share of their harvest in the form
of lease-rent besides the other burdens which the
Japanese peasant has to carry on his shoulders, and
that there are large sections of the country where the
peasant population is engaged in a desperate struggle
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bh death by starvation. During the course of this
- year several widespread movements have already been
- set on foot among the peasantry.

. The militant movements of the peasant masses have,
. of course, a much greater revolutionary significance
- than they have in those agrarian countries where the
. proletariat is numerically very weak. In Japan, the
s};mlet.aria.t forms one half of the population. True, it
_ i8 a young proletariat and as yet weak in organization.
A large section of the proletariat consists of working
- women who, however, have already shown in many
~demonstrations in recent times that, in a revolutionary
“situation, they can be counted on to take part in the
- proletariat’s struggle for power.

~ Since the time when the Manchurian campaign was
" begun, there have been numerous cases in the ranks of
the Japanese army of open unrest and rebellion. This
- has been made possible to a large extent by the activity
of the Japanese Communist Party. On June 6th last
_year, i.e., one-and-a-half months before the Japanese
troops invaded Manchuria, the Communist Party of
Japan had already published an appeal, in which they
~ drew the attention of the working masses to the fact
‘that Japanese imperialism had decided to occupy Man-
churia and China. Such timely intervention on the
part of a Communist Party constitutes no small ser-
wice. If all our Parties were as vigilant and far-sighted
- at the approach of great events, it would be excellent.
The consequence of this was that the masses were
already, to some extent, prepared ; although the Party
~ is small and illegal, it succeeded in distributing leaf-
. lets and newspapers on a mass scale, etc. Thus it was
- possible to begin an active anti-war movement, at the
- very beginning of the Manchurian campaign. Workers’
and students' demonstrations were held. In a number
‘of enterprises resolutions were adopted against the
- war (e.g., in three of the tramway depots in Tokio,
ete.); strikes were called in a number of enterprises
“working for war purposes, and even in the arsenal of
ka there was unrest among the masses against the
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intensification of the workmg day which was being at]
tempted there. ‘
Somewhat earlier the work of the Communist Party
of Japan had been hampered in its development by
certain sectarian tendencies, but in the new situation
the Party was making conscious and successful efforts
to overcome such obstacles. At the very beginning of
its anti-war campaign it had put forward the demand:
““ Full wages for all mobilised.”” This was a concrete
workers’ demand which met with support among the
masses. Now, in the last few days, there have been
demonstrations of the unemployed in Tokio; the police
have broken up these demonstrations and—according
to the information of the Press—the Communists on
this occasion put forward the slogan: ‘ Distribution of
rice among the unemployed.”” This slogan has recently
become very widespread among the unemployed. These
two examples show that the Japanese Communist
Party has now learnt how to approach the masses in
the correct way—a fact which also finds its expression in
the rest of their anti-war activity. In this connection,
I must mention that ene or two illegal trade unions, in
which the Communist Party of Japan occupies a lead-
ing position, not long ago adopted certain rather
dubious resolutions, tending to obscure the struggle
against chauvinism. The Party leadership, however,
condemned these decisions. Under the most difficult
conditions, in an atmosphere of the most rabid chauvin-
ism in the country, the Party waged its anti-war strug-
gle, and, for this reason, it is all the more to be ap-
preciated that, in this, the Party succeeded in
strengthening its influence over the masses, and in
raising its own Bolshevik level. The Young Communist
League also distingnished itself in this struggle, and I
recommend all comrades to read an appeal published by
the illegal organ of the Japanese Y.C.L. and rapnnbad
in the Communist International, No. 10 (1932), in
which are discussed the tasks of strugglb against im-
perialist war. Apart from one lapse in a small question
of detail, this appeal is excellent, so concrete and well
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- constructed that the apparatus of our E.C.C.I. would
~ scarcely be able to compose a better one, (Voice: Very

good!) Each of our Parties can take an example from

~ the Japanese Party both as regards this directive, and

in connection with the whole anti-war campaign.

6.—SHORTCOMINGS AND MISTAKES IN OUR ANTI-WAR
STRUGGLE.

The questions of the struggle against the war danger
have been placed as a special point on the agenda of
this plenum, and, in this connection, we must exercise
serious self-criticism. For, as you all know, our anti-

 war campaign is developing rather clumsily, I want

now only to mention one or two shortcomings and mis-
takes in this field, which possess a general political
significance. .

The slogans are very abstract, for example—
“ Against war "’ and “ For the defence of the Soviet
Union.”” These slogans are correct, they are also
necessary, but if we merely repeat slogans in this ab-
stract manner it is impossible to launch a broad mass
movement against the war danger.

Still worse are one or two pacifist mistakes, as, for
example, those of our French comrades. France is
notoriously a country where pacifist hoodwinking plays
a greater part than anywhere else in the world. As a
result of the terrible experiences of the imperialist war,
the working masses have become imbued with a strong
pacifist feeling of which the ruling bourgeoisie are mak-
ing political use. Well then, what significance has it
when in France, where every ‘* socialist’ has the
slogan: “Pour la paiz’’ on his lips, where almost every
deputy and every minister, especially thoseof the present
cabinet, is juggling with this slogan, the Young Com-
munist League can think of nothing better than simply
to put forward the same slogan—*‘For peace?’’ This sim-
ply means renouncing what is the special and main task
of the French Communists in this question, namely, to
. unmask the pacifist hoodwinking of the bourgeoisie and
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their lackeys. At the end of last year the leadership
of the Communist Party of France had already had
occasion to withdraw this erroneous slogan of the
Y.C.L., but after one or two months had elapsed it
made its appearance again in Communist documents
and in *“ L’Humanite >’ on May 1.

Mistakes of this kind do not occur only in France.
The April number of the German  Internationale "
contains, for example, an article on the occasion of
Comrade Litvinov’s speech at Geneva. I do not know
who the author is; he signs his name with the initials
G. K. He has no idea of how to face the question from
the revolutionary standpoint. He writes quite simply:
“ Communism has peace as the keypoint of its being,”
and even that ‘‘ the struggle for peace represents the
backbone of .the entire revolutionary strategy and
tactics for the present period.”” If that at the present
time is the backbone of our strategy and tactics, it
would be a pretty soft backbone, a pacifist backbone.
(Laughter.)

The leadership of the Communist Party of the United
Btates undertook in its anti-war campaign ‘‘ to make
use of the imperialist contradictions.’”’  That is without
doubt a correct task in itself, provided only that it is
correctly performed. But how was it performed by
certain American comrades? They adopted the follow-
ing “line '’: When, for example, a bourgeois news-
paper correspondent sent a dispatch saying that Radek,
writing in the *‘ Izvestia,”” had described the United
States as “‘ a natural ally of the Soviet Union,"’ cer-
tain comrades in New York immediately took this
seriously, and wrote in the Daiy Worker that ‘‘ this
new step in the policy of the Soviet Union opens up new
possibilities for the mobilization of the masses in the
United States for the immediate support of this
policy 1 7 Nor ean it be regarded as an accident that
the Darny WorkeR, which is quite vigilant in reporting
all cases of the transport of arms and munitions from
Buropean countries to Japan, says extraordinarily
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o, and that only on rare occasions, about the fact
that war materials are being sent to Japan from the
United States. 'What does this mean? Is not this
_perhaps opportunism? If the Communist Party of the
United States is combating the war danger by con-
“ducting its struggle only against the Japanese, but not
‘against American imperialism, then I ask, comrades,
‘who is going to fight against the war preparations
in  the United States? Perhaps some FEuropean
Party should take over this task? It is proposed
to make use of the imperialist contradictions, But
with what end is one to make usé of them? The most
‘important thing is to make use of them for the purpose
‘of mobilizing the masses against your ‘‘own’ im-
' perialism, against your ‘‘ own ’’ bourgeoisie. Here lies
the main purpose of & Communist Party’s utilizing the
‘imperialist and national contradictions in the capitalist
country. How, then, can the Communist Party of the
United States best make use of the existing contra-
dictions between Japanese and American imperialism in
\its anti-war campaign? By unmasking the Janus-face
of the American hourgeoisie before the masses, and
showing that this bourgeoisie, on the one hand, is
stirring up the American people against the Japanese
- by chauvinist propaganda, but at the same time supply-
~ ing Japanese imperialism with war materials, and egg-
ing it on against the Soviet Union. Also by exposing
- the colonial policy and the plans for expansion of
- American imperialism, the Communist Party of the

United States can make use of the extreme contradic-
tions of American imperialism for the purpose of
\';‘ mobilizing the masses.

'S

| Tt can also do this by fighting against the oppression
| of the Negroes. This constitutes revolutionary utiliza-
~ tion of national and imperialist contradictions, as was
. recommended by Lenin. But not what was offered us
in the erroneous anti-war campaign in the DamLy
WorxEr, or at the last Plenum of the American Party.
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7.—EXPOSURE OF THE SOPHISTRIES OF THE
BOOIAL-DEMOCRATS.

In the struggle against the war danger and in mak-
ing propaganda for the achievements of the Soviet
Union, much more attention than formerly must be
devoted to concrete exposure of anti-Soviet lies and
distortions of the Social-Democrats. At the beginning
of the Japanese invasion of Manchuria, the
social-fascists gave us a sample of the sophistries
with which they are going to defend the war
against the Soviet Union. Beginning with the
statements of Vandervelde, the Social-Democratic
Press of all countries immediately began pro-
vocative attempts to cast suspicion on the Soviet
Union: ‘“There may well exist an alliance be-
tween Japan and the Soviet Union.”” However, in our
work, we must take into account that, in most cases,
nowadays these people do not dare to speak openly in
favour of war against the Soviet Union. That is easy
to understand. There are even Japanese fascists who
feel themselves impelled to declare in public, that they
are opponents of the war planned against the Soviet
Union. In all parts of the world, one can meet with a
certain category of counter-revolutionary enemies of
the Soviets who feel themselves obliged to assure the
workers: ‘ No, we are not enemies of the Boviets, we
are not in favour of a war against the Soviet Union."”
Even the Menshevik Dan is now swearing that he is no
enemy of the Soviets; he has always been *‘ in favour
of coalition with the Bolsheviks !’ For this reason,
such persons cannot be exposed by arguments of a too
simple nature. Nor must we under estimate the dan-
ger that arises from the fact that a certain section of
the Bocial-Democrats are stirring up feeling among the
unemployed in favour of war in general. ‘‘ War brings
bread and work.” This is the most underhand and
criminal method of preparing an atmosphere favour-
able for war. We must under no circumstances rely .
upon the desire for peace among the working masses
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achieving its purpose, without the most vigorous
etivity on our part. So long as the masses do not
sufficiently realize what is at stake, so long as the
‘Government and the general staff succeed in hushing
their preparations for war against the Soviet Union,
masses cannot be convinced of the real danger of
war. The inadequacy of the successes, which our
Parties, in Europe and America, have hitherto been
‘able to attain in their anti-war campaign, best shows
great a danger there is that the broad masses of
the people may be taken by surprise in the event of an
‘imperialist war. '
- The Menshevik methods employed by Trotzky in this
‘matter are also highly characteristic. He assures us
the one hand that there is no immediate danger
eatening the Soviet Union, in particular not from
he Far East. On the other hand, he demands, in a
ovocative manner, that the Red Army should march
inst Germany to prevent Hitler from taking power
and that the Government of the Soviet Union
should say nothing about a policy of peace, nothing
bout disarmament, ete. And while he is thus diverting
ntion from the danger of war against the Soviet
nion, he, at the same time, tells France and Eng-
nd that they have prospects of a further lengthy
od of pacifist democracy. All these Bocial-Demo-
ic sophistries and diversive manceuvres must be
by our sections by an intensified struggle to
expose and unmask them.

. B.—DEFENDING THE BASIS OF THE WORLD REVOLUTION.

- I will not here attempt to describe the various tasks
of the anti-war struggle, for they are contained in the

al resolution which has been put before you. I
only emphasize that we will not make headway in
is struggle, will not, that is to say, really enroll the
at masses, until we learn how to wage this struggle
more concrete fashion than hitherto. We ought,
ywhere, to make clear why it is, that the workers

69



-

of ‘all countries should fight hand in hand with I'.he
Soviet Union in case of a war ; that it is not a question
only of mere sympathetic action for the defence of the
Soviet Union. The Soviet Union is not impotent ; it has
grown stronger, and it is able to release the whole
power of its peoples against the warlike attacks of its
enemies. It is a question of defending the cause of the
workers of all countries. The war against the Soviet
Union is war against the toilers in all capitalist coun-
tries. And the defence of the Soviet Union is the de-
fence of the vanguard of the world proletariat, of the
basis of the socialist world revolution. As Comrade
Stalin wrote as far back as 1924 :

“ They are wrong who forget the international
character of the October Revolution, but they are
wrong also who remember the international character
of the October Revolution, but are disposed to re-'j
gard this revolution as something passive, something
which is called upon, to receive support only from
the outside. In actual fact it is not only the October
Revolution which needs support from the revolutions
in other countries, but it is also the revolution in
these countries which needs the support of the
October Revolution in order to hurry on and bring
forward the cause of overthrowing world im-
perialism."’

It is only by waging a Bolshevik struggle, from day
to day, against all the concrete measures of war policy
taken by the imperialist bourgeoisie and its agents, in
every country, that we can guarantee that, in the event
of an imperialist war and intervention against the
Soviet Union, we may not only put forward the slogan
of turning the war into a civil war, but also be in a
position really to turn the imperialist war into a civil
war ; nay, more, not only to turn it into a civil war, but
to wage this civil war to a victorious conclusion, (Ap—
plause.)
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propaganda, with the struggle for partial demands,
is, at the present time, even more necessary to mos
sharply raise the question of Power in our agitation an
propaganda. How necessary this is is shown especiall
by the example of Spain, where the Communist Pa
had omitted (or was unable), in the face of a revolutioi
ary situation, to enlighten the masses of workers
peasants by their propaganda, as to what the Sovie
are and what their significance is; in Spain it w
therefore impossible, when revolutionary events begs
to occur, to employ the slogan of the Soviets as |
slogan of direct action, and to undertake any practie:
action in this field.

This is the first reason. The character of the presen
situation demands that we explain to the masses whal
proletarian dictatorship is. A second reason is the fac
that in many countries the Social-Democrats are still
able to distort this basic question, and to use it, i
order to build up a political barrier between the Com:
munist Party and the broad masses of reformist wo
ers. ‘‘ The working class,” they say, * can only com:
to socialism on the basis of democracy. We are there
fore in favour of democracy ; the fascists are in favour
of dictatorship, and the Communists are also in favous
of dictatorship.”” In this way they are able, in all cases
where our comrades do not sufficiently explain the ques:
tion, to give the broad working masses an absolutel
distorted conception of what the Communist stan
point really is. The conception of proletarian dictato
ship is not clear to the masses. These masses are nof
in favour of ‘“ dictatorship in general '’ ; they are just
as little in favour of it as we are. We want to win ovel
the reformist workers for the proletarian dictatorshiy
and it is perfectly feasible to win them over to this
cause at the present time, only the question has no
been explained to them yet. It is difficult for them te
grasp, that proletarian dictatorship in the form of the
Soviet Power is precisely the state form of proletarian
democracy. And therefore the question must be ex:
plained to them.
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" The third reason is as follows:—Recently the
““left ’ Social-Democrats have ~again begun to
euvre with their slogan of the dictatorship of the
tariat, just as, in the first period of the Comin-
n, persons of the ‘“ 2} International *’ category such
Crispien, Kautsky, MacDonald, and others paid lip
vice to this slogan. At the present time it is, above
Max Adler, the theologian of German ‘‘left "
ial-Democracy, who wants to make capital out of
use of this slogan. It is, of course, easy for us to
at the first glance, that what such a man as Max
is trying to offer the masses under the spurious
2 of ““ the dictatorship of the proletariat * is noth-
more or less in its essence than what Kautsky at
present time is recommending as *‘‘ bourgeois
ocracy '’ ; the only difference lies in a sophistical
ying with words. This is obvious to us, but it is not
to the wide working masses.
We thus have every reason to make this point clear
our mass propaganda. Only in this we must be care-
to explain it with real correctness and make it com-
ensible to the workers. As a guiding principle to
g end, I recommend the theses of Comrade Lenin,
‘written at the First World Congress, on the subject of
bourgeois democracy and proletarian dictatorship.*
‘These theses have not only retained their value in
meral, but can still be applied directly as such in the
practice of the present day. During the course of thir-
teen years we have allowed ourselves to forget them a
little. It seems to me that what Comrade Lenin wrote
is better suited precisely for our present mass propa-
ganda than the too simple way of facing the question
- which has often beeu allowed to pass muster in our
- Party literature. The following brief roenlution adopted
“at the First World Congress demands: ‘‘ To enligh+
the working class as to the historical significance
the political and practical necessity of creating a new

. * Reprinted in ‘ Revolutionary Lessons.” Modern
. Book :London; W.L.P, New York. ls. 35 cts.
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proletarian democracy to take the place of bourgeois
democracy and parliamentarianism.”* In the theses
of Comrade Lenin, stress is laid (Point 14) on the fact
that ‘‘ the Soviet form of the dictatorship of the pwle-!
tariat means for the toiling class, i.e., for the over-
whelming majority of the population, the practical.
possibility of democratic liberty and privileges to an
extent never before known, even approximately, in the
best democratic bourgeois republics.”’t We must ex-
plain this to the workers, who can, of course, be won

‘over for proletarian democracy; then they will better

understand what is meant by proletarian dictatorship.
Another passage (Point 20) in Lenin’s theses is also of
especial importance :

““ The annihilation of the power of the State is the
aim all socialists have had in view first and foremost
amongst them Marx, Without the realisation of
this aim, true democracy, i.e., liberty and equality,
is unattainable. It can only be achieved by the
Soviet or proletarian democracy, for this system
prepares at the very outset for the  withering
away ’ of any form of the State by bringing forward
the mass organizations of the working people into
a constant and absolute participation in BState
administration.”’{

We must also learn from this what Comrade Lenin
said about the practice of the Bolshevik Party in carry-
ing out the slogan of the Soviets:

“. . . In our revolution, our procedure was
practical, not theoretical. For example, we did not
formerly raise the question of the cunstituent assem-
blies as a thmrn*-io?l question ; we did not say that
we did 10t recognize the national assembly. Not

~ until later, after the Soviet organizations had spread

* Ibid. page 86.
1 Ibid. page 82.
1 Ibid. page 84.
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themselves out over the entire country and con-
quered political power, did we proceed to sweep away
the constituent assemblies. We can see to-day that
the question has taken on a much more acute form in
Hungary and Switzerland. This is on the one hand
a very good thing; it gives us the firm assurance that
the revolution in the conntries of western Europe will
advance more rapidly and bring us greater victories.
On the other hand, however, there is a certain danger
in this, namely that the struggles will be so tem-
pestuous that the consciousness of the working
masses will not be able to keep pace with this
development. The significance of the Soviet system
is not yet clear to the great mass of politically edu-
cated workers in Germany to-day, because they have

amidst bourgeois prejudices.”

Precisely this example of the turning of a revolution-
ary propaganda slogan into a revolutionary slogan of
action was highly characteristic for the mass policy of
the Bolsheviks in 1917. Tt goes without saying that
this example should not be imitated mechanically. It
is not a question of convening the constituent assem-
blies, for example, in Italy or Spain. Of course not.
It is a question of the method. We have much to learn
from what Lenin said on the method of the Bolshevik
mass policy. -~

2.—OARRYING OUT THE SLOGAN ‘‘ TURN TO MASS WORK.’’

As you know, during the course of the last few years,
the E.C.C.I., through its organs, and with the co-opera-
tion of the Party representatives procant at the
E.C.C.L, has exercised a steady pressure on the various
sections of the Communist International to see that

+they might carry out the slogan: “‘Turn to mass
work.,” TFrom this standpoint, the work of a number
of Communist Parties, e.g., the Norwegian, French,
English, American C.P., etc., and also that the Youth
International, has been subjected, during the last few
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years, to a thorough examination. At the XIth Plenum
of the E.C.C.I., Comrade Manuilsky laid great
eniphasis upon this question, both in his report and in
the theses.* Well, comrades, it i8 now time to ask
about the results. How far has this slogan “ Turn to
mass work '’ been carried out? Let me admit that
there are some Parties represented here who are able
to show certain results, though insufficient ones, in
this respect. But as for most of the Communist Parties
—what steps have they taken to effect this turn? Or
are we to suppose that the unanimously adopted de-
cisions were, perhaps, not intended really to be put
into effect? This question must be raised at our
present Plenum in an open, decisive and comradely
* way. Otherwise, comrades, what headway are we mak-
ing? How can we adopt decisions here without the
absolute conviction that they are going to be carried
out? We cannot, after all, adopt decisions with the
tacit reservation that a *‘ scissors 1 is to exist be-
tween our decisions, and their execution. That is the
Second International’s way of doing things, but it must
never be allowed to enter into the practice of the Com-
munist International.

What are the most important preliminary conditions,
for the real carrying out of this slogan, in our practice?
In this connection, two things, above all, should be
taken into account. Firstly, a correct approach to the
non-Party and reformist workers, to establish a livi
link with them ; and secondly, a concrete, practical, an
at the same time a revolutionary way of raising the
questions. : e 2

What is maeané by creaving a link with the majority
—or workers, for example, in an enterprise? We mean
by this working among these broad masses, To be sure,
not any and every sort of work is suited for establish-
ing a link between us and the masses. Should we come
forward in an incorrect way, we are liable even to

* Modern Books, London ; W.L.P,, New York.
1 Divergence. Ed,
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destroy connections previously made, instead of win-

ning new ones. We, all of us, know that our comrades
not infrequently act in such a way, that they isolate
themselves from the masses, that the majority of the
workers are unwilling to give a hearing to us. In
general, we must learn better how to obtain a hearing
among the masses. It seems to me important to lay
special stress upon this factor if we want to make quite
clear what is meant by this task of creating a living
link with the masses—a task, the necessity of which,
was again and again emphasized by Lenin, in his
speeches and writings.

On what does it depend, whether the masses lend us
a hearing or not? It depends on how we approach
them, what slogans we put forward, whether the ques-

- tions which we raise at a given moment interest the

majority of the workers, in what way we throw light

upon these questions, whether our proposals are suited

to the concrete situation, ete. Our ability to get our-
selves a hearing among the masses is thus not only a
question of organizational methods, but above nﬂ a
question of correct tactics. For example, in one

sage in his book on the ‘‘ infantile disorders,””* Lenin
mentions how difficult our English comrades often find
it, to get themselves a hearing among the masses ; and
he proceeds to give them certain quite concrete pieces
of advice, as to what tactics they should employ, in the
given situation, in order that the masses may listen to

them. (At the time he wmt;aﬁ it was a question of sup-

porting the candidates of the Labour Party

Lloyd George, at the parliamentary elections, * as the
noose supports the hanged man.’”’) Generally speak-
ing, if we make an exact study-of what Lenin especially
keeps in view, in establishing the connection with the
masses, we shall find, often, that the starting point
consists precisely in the question, how the masses can
first be brought to listen to us. In this connection,
however, two points must not be lost sight of,

* « Leoft Wing Communism," Ed.
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Firstly, when the majority of the workers lend us
a hearing, when they take an interest in our statement
of the case, reflect on the questions we have raised, and
i perhaps want to discuss these questions with us, ete.,
; this does not yet mean that we have already won these
.~ °  masses over to our side. It only means that we have
1 already established connection with them. This con-
stitutes the first important stage on the path of win-
v ning the masses, the stage which is most difficult for
‘ us, in practice, and in which the efforts to win over the
majority most often come to grief.

; Secondly, when we speak about mass policy—and we

will have occasion to speak about it not a little at this

’ Plenum—we must not for a moment forget, that there

y are two different kinds of mass policy—opportunist

' “ black policy,’”” and Bolshevik mass policy. The Bol-
shevik policy does not mean being taken in tow, by the
moods of the masses; it is ‘‘ a steady activity with a
view to raising the class consciousness of the broadest
masses, emancipating them from petty-bourgeois pre-
judices and reformist illusions, activizing them and
revolutionizing them’ (from our draft for the theses).
Under circumstances when the masses, for example, are
swept away by a chauvinist psychology, it is our job to
fight determinedly against this mood of the masses,
just as Lenin battled against the stream, in this way,
during the war.

‘ The most important point in the Bolshevik mass
——paliny_ is ta assist the masses to convince themselves of
: the correctness of the policy of the Communist Party,
! above all, through their own experience. This experi-
[ ence, and this conviction, must be imparted to them in
[ strikes, and all other forms of the mass struggle, as
: well as the parliamentary struggle. Lenin clearly

stated the fundamental character of the Bolshevik mass
i policy when he wrote as follows against the German
: “ I“iﬂ 1" Communist Workers’ Party in 1920:

i ‘! For the Communists in Germany parliament-
r‘ arism i3, of course, ¢ politically outworn *; but—and
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this is the whole point—we must not deem that that
which is outworn for us is necessarily outworn for
the class, the masses. Here, again, we see that the
‘Left’ do not know how to argue, do not know
how to behave as a class, as a party of the masses.
True, it is our 'dut{ not to sink to the level of the
masses, to the level of the backward strata of the
class. This is incontestable. It is our duty to tell
them the bitter truth. It is our duty to call their
bourgeois-democratic and parliamentary prejudices
by their right name. But, at the same time, it is
our duty to watch soberly the actual state of con-
sciousness and preparedness of the whole class, and
not of the Communist vanguard alone; of the whole
labouring mass, and not merely of its foremost
men.”'*

I hope, that in the course of our discussions at this
Plenum, these general observations will be illustrated
by examples from the practical experience of the Com-
munist Parties of different countries.

3.—ON BLOGANS.

Perhaps the greatest shortcoming with our Parties
is, that they do not have sufficiently well-tested
slogans, and that they have not a clear idea of the
‘methods of Lenin, in the employment of slogans. This
is, in fact, a very difficult question, and the remarks I
am going to make do not, of course, claim to be an ex-
haustive treatment of this question.

Lenin says: * It is one of the most dangerous sins
of revolution to substitute the abstract for the con-
crete.”” The abstract and the concrete, and the re-
lation between them is one of the fundamental ques-
tions, not only of knowledge and science, but also of

lities. Lenin always taught to think concretely.

ut concreteness in Lenin’s sense is never the concrete-
ness of unprincipledness; it is dialectical concreteness.

* «Left Wing Communism,” page 42.
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It reflects and expresses the principles of our pro-
gramme (the dictatorship of the proletariat, and the
Soviet power) in living slogans of action, and partial
demands. Lenin says explicitly that ‘ the slogan of
the immediate imminent struggle cannot simply and
directly be deduced from the gemeral slogan of the
definite programme.”” ‘‘ It is necessary,”’ he goes on
to say, ** to take stock of the concrete historical situa-
tion; it is necessary to study the whole development,
and the whole logical course of the revolution, and to
derive our tasks not only from the principles of the
programme, but from the previous steps and stages of
the movement.”” To divorce our principles from our
partial demands inevitably leads to a deviation, either
towards opportunistic unprincipledness, towards re-
garding reforms as an end in themselves ; or towards a
sectarian policy of revolutionary phrases. The Lenin-
ist slogan is always concrete, but in this slogan the
concrete is linked up; welded with Communist
principles. This concrete slogan draws the masses to- -
wards the revolutionary aim.

In our draft for the theses we have now raised these
questions as a practical issue, have attempted to give
certain practical instructions for the ‘‘ concretizing '’
of the agitational methods and slogans of our sections.
We emphasize, above all, that in agitation, and the
drawing up of our slogans, we must seize'on to those
questions and daily events which particularly agitate

_the workers at various times in the shops, in the trade
° unions, in all those places where the masses are. It-
may sometimes be only small events, perhaps only such
events as have a significance within the sphere, for
example, of one single enterprise (cases of unjust treat-
ment, on the part of an employer, etc.); but it may also
be great events which, in a given locality or district,
or the whole country give occasion for stirring up the
working masses. These concrete events, these ‘* burn-
ing_ questions ’ of the workers must be taken as a
point of departure, we must seize on to them, and
under no circumstances, ‘‘ seize on to the illusions of
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this necessity. It is for this purpose that our Bolshevil
work is required. But we are refusing to perform this
work, if we start from the assumption that the wide
masses already understand the necessity of revolution

<This error of ‘‘left’ doctrinairism results in
fact that Communist agitation is often so abstract ang
stereotyped that it is only understood by the already
conscious minority, but is unable to establish any cons
nection with the majority of the workers; that is
say, such agitation is regarded by the not yet consciou
or semi-conscious workers, by the non-Party and re-
formist workers—despite all their sympathies for the
idea of socialism—as unreal, unpractical revolutionism,
remote from reality; as sectarianism. This state of
affairs results, on the one hand, in the fact that one
section of the members of our Parties considers in
practice that the task of winning over the social-demo-
cratic workers is too difficult, is impossible (*‘ They'ra
all of them ‘little Zoergiebels,” ’* ‘“There’s no talking
to them at all.”’) On the other hand, it provides th
social-democratic parties, the reformist trade union
leaders, and all opportunists, with a favourable oppo
tunity of creating the illusion that their treacherous
policy is a necessary piece of * realist policy,” that it
is the sole practical and useful method of defending
the daily interests of the workers, and in this way of
holding up the process of the radicalization of the work-
ing masses and their going over into the revolutionary
camp. The terror of “left ” doctrinairism thus, in
actual fact, has the effect not of accelerating, but in-
directly of delaying the process of revolutionizing the
working masses. L

In his lectures on the ‘‘ Fundamentals of Leninism,”
Comrade Stalin says:

‘It is not a question of the vanguard realising
the impossibility of maintaining the old order
things and the need for ending them. It is a ques-

* The bloody Social-Democrat police chief;
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~ tion of the masses understanding this necessity, and
_showing themselves ready to support the vanguard.
But this state of knowledge can only come from
their own experience. To give them the ponxlnht-y
of understanding by their own experience the inevi-
tability of the overthrowing of the old order, to
show in advance methods of fighting and forms of
. organisation enabling them to discover experiment-
- ally the truth of the revolutionary slogans, this is
the task to be accomplished.”
For this purpose, the employment of the tactics of
‘the united front is above all suitable and necessary.

3 4.—THE UNITED FRONT FROM BELOW.

We lay claim to the leadership of the wide working
‘masses, but we often do so without accomplishing any
‘systematic work among these masses in order to win
their confidence. It is for the most part onlyduringthe
‘parliamentary election campaigns that the majority of
Communist Parties devglop mass work on a broad scale
_in order to attract the non-Party, social-democratic and
‘syndicalist workers. The Communists do not possess a
constant living contact with these mon-Party, social-
[ ‘democratic and syndicalist workers.

It is, however, necessary to create ‘‘ a mutual con-

fidence as between the advance guard of the working
class and the working masses.”’ (Lenin.) What does
this mean? In 1926 Comrade Stalin gave the following
answer to this question—an answer which I hold to be
of extraordinary importance for our present-day prac-
tice in capitalist countries:

‘“ First of all, that the Party must have a good
ear for the voice of the masses, must pay close atten-
tion to their revolutionary imltinct, must study the
actualities of their struggle, must carefully enquire

~ whether their policy is sound—and must, therefore,
be ready, not only to teach the masses, but also to
learn from them.

“ This means, in the second place, that the Party
must from day to day win the confidence of the pro.
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letarian masses; that, by its policy and its activi-
ties, it must secure the support of the masses; that
it must not order but persuade, helping the m ‘
to become aware by their own experience that the
Party policy is right; that it must, therefore, be
the guide, the leader, the teacher of the prole-
tariat.”’*

Without daily work among the broad working
masses, without daily struggle for the defence of their
living interests, the Communists, in laying claim to the
leadership of the masses, can only isolate themselves.
This daily work is a necessary pre-condition for us, if
we are to prove ourselves to be the Party of the work-’
ers in practice and win the confidence of the majority
of the working class. Opportunistic capitulation means
renouncing revolutionary agitation among the masses;
it means giving ground before the petty-bourgeois pre-
judices, illusions or temporary feelings of depression
among the majority, it means hushing up, or glossing
over, the fundamental differences between Communism
and reformism. If, however, we should on occasion
meet with failure in our struggle in principle against
the reformist leaders for the winning over of the
majority of the workers and despite this carry on this
struggle, conscious of our aims, on the basis of prole-.
tarian democracy, this constitutes a correct Bolshevik
course of action.

Until quite recent times, the slogan of a united front
from below has, in most cases, either remained a mere
empty phrase with which Communist practice is not
in accord, or, where the policy of a united front has
actually been applied, there has sometimes been a
deviation in the direction of opportunist ‘‘ drivelling
about unity ' (as, for example, at the municipal elec-
tions in France and in one or two cases in Germany).
The correct Bolshevik tactics of the united front must,
however, be made to penetrate the whole mass work of

* ¢ Leninism,” e 38. Modern Books, London;
.L.P., New York.
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the Communist Parties, for these tactics represent
‘* an essential part of the tactics of the Communist In-
. ternational during the whole pre-revolutionary
_period '’* as a means in the successful struggle against
- capital, in mobilizing the masses, and in unmasking
and isolating the reformist leaders.

The proletarian united front, in the Bolshevik sense,
. is a militant agreement between the conscious revolu-
tionary Communist vanguard, and the not yet revolu-
tionary masses of the toilers. Only the immediate

ractical aims of the present class struggles of the pro-
- letariat, the actual action slogans of Communist policy,
can serve as a political platform for the formation of
this militant agreement, not the principles of the Com-
munist programme which are, as yet, incomprehensible
to the non-Party and reformist workers, but which
ought to be popularized among them during the course
of the actual partial struggles. As an organizational
form for creating the united front from below, that is,
- for linking up the Communist vanguard with the broad
masses, only the forms of proletarian democracy can be
« used, not the much more highly centralized forms of
Communist Party organization. The policy of the
* united front consists precisely in the correct employ-
- ment of the forms of proletarian democracy; the cor-
rect policy of the united front consists in making the
best use of the forms of proletarian democracy for the
purpose of revolutionizing the majority of the prole-
tariat.

In this general sense, the tactics of the united front
from below represent the line which must be followed
~ in the entire work of the Communist Parties in agita-
tion and in mobilizing the masses (in the Press, in
every campaign, in every case of mass direct action, in
the daily work, in the shops, and trade unions, among
the unemployed, among proletarian women, young
workers, ete.). 1In its special sense, the method of the
united front should take the form of a Communist or-

* The Programme of tke Communist International,
, 8s




ganization approaching—either in its own name

otherwise—all the workers employed in a given enter-
prise or locality, district, or trade, or in the mo
important cases, throughout the whole country, wi
the proposal to carry out a joint mass action aroum
some definite concrete question.

Such united front initiative should comprise short
and lucid practical proposals as to what sort of action
is involved, what is to be done, what demands are to
voiced, and how the workers are to make decisions on
the initiation, the leadership, the further conduct, and
conclusion of the given action. Every united front
initiative of this kind should be supported by an in-
tensive preparatory campaign among the masses.
such cases, it is also possible to approach the members
of a definite trade union organization (or of several
trade unions), on occasion also the worker-members of
other political or cultural proletarian organizations.
This constitutes the special method of the united front
from below. This method does not pre-suppose, but on
the other hand, does not preclude the possibility, that
in special exceptional cases a Communist proposal of
unity may be sent to a lewer trade union organization as
such, or even to a local social-democratic organization ;
this, however, must be most rigorously checked in each
particular case (and in my opinion should not be under-
taken without the express consent of the Party
leadership). The tactical expediency of such a step
depends, above all, on how far we can keep the
initiative in our own hands, and how far we are in a
position to create organizational key-points for our-
selves among the masses during the course of such a
united front action; we cannot reckon on any success
unless we are able to accomplish really systematic Com-
munist fractional work in the development of such an
action.

The Bolshevik policy of the united front is not a
“ bloc ”* policy; it does not mean *‘ making peace ”
with the social-democratic or reformist leaders (as the
renegades of Communism, Brandler, Trotsky and
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- others would have it). All opportunistic tendencies in
this direction (for example, glossing over the differ-
ences with the reformist leaders who, it is alleged, are
- becoming ‘‘ revolutionized ’’) should be most decisively
rebuffed. The united front of the Communist and non-
- Communist %orkers against the bourgeoisie, must be
- unequivocably contraposed to the social-democrats’
policy of the united front with the bourgeoisie. The
- whole meaning of the Bolshevik united front lies,
firstly, in the class struggle against the bourgeoisie
and, secondly, in isolating the agents of the bour-
geoisie from the mass of the proletariat.

In most countries, the Communists seldom under-
stand how to initiate and carry through a united front
action in practice in such a way as to really attain
the isolation of the reformist workers from their social-
democratic leaders thereby. In many cases plans for
such actions (in the sense of real mass actions) are
doomed to failure from the start, because the Com-
munists demand from the social-democratic workers, as
an absolute preliminary condition that they break with
those in whom they have hitherto trusted, and sub-
ordinate themselves to Communist leadership. But, in
almost all cases, the reformist workers, however much
they may want to fight together with the Communists
against the bourgeoisie, are not yet ready for this
before the united front action begins, Not until they
have taken part in this common action together with
the Communists can they gain the necessary experience
which will convince them that their reformist leaders
do not deserve their confidence ; and this result, which
is of decisive importance, can be attained not only in
cases where Communists are placed at the head of the
mass action in question, but also in cases where the
majority of the workers taking part at first entrust
the leadership of the action to social-democratic
bureaucrats. This, however, presupposes that the
Communists prove themselves, during the course of the
action, to be the very best champions of the demands
of the working masses, and at the same time make use
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of the fact that they are in opposition in correct Bol-

shevik fashion, i.e., in order to expose all measures of

bourgeois compromise taken by reformist leaders. In
this case, as also in their work in the reformist trade

unions in general, the Communists should challenge the
working masses to demand from their reformist leaders
that the latter take definite practical steps towards
the real defence of the workers’ interests and the
strengthening of their actual militant action. As a
rule, Communists hesitate to do this from fear of fall-
ing into opportunism. The Branderites actually did
employ the slogan: ‘‘ Force the bureaucrats’’ in an
opportunistic manner in order to ‘ force '’ the masses
to pin their hopes upon the apparatus of the reformist
trade unions (it being alleged either that the present
bureaucrats would pursue a better course of policy, or
that the apparatus could be transferred into the hands
of better people by way of trade union democracy).
The Communists, on the contrary, should free the re-
formist workers from such illusions. This, however,
cannot be achieved simply by telling the workers, who
still place their confidence in the reformist bureaucrats,
that these bureaucrats neither can, nor will, defend the
interests of the workers. This must be proved in a

ractical manner; the reformist workers must be
brought to the point where they can see, with their own
eyes, how those, in whom they have placed their con-
fidence, are sabotaging and betraying the necessary
measures, which have been decided upon by the masses,
and which point to successful action, how they are
visibly revealing by their methods of leadership both
their characterless vacillations and hoodwinking
methods and also their infamous sycophancy before the
bourgeoisie. This method of ‘* graphic instruction ' is
much more calculated to help the reformist workers to
free themselves from the influence of their former
leaders, than mere sgitation and propaganda on our
part.

‘What has been said above is based, first and fore-
most, on the concrete experience of the Cemmunist

88




kel

~ Parties of Germany, Poland, and Czecho-Slovakia dur-

ing recent times. The Communist Party of Germany
has now achieved a marked improvement in its methods
of devoloping the united front movement. True, in
individual cases many mistakes have been committed ;
there have, above all, been frequent cases of mistakes
of a Right tendency and also of a sectarian tendency
to resist the development of an anti-fascist united
front. But the leadership of the Central Committee
has succeeded in correcting these mistakes and in de-
veloping a great and vital united front movement. This
is a fact which promises much for the revolutionary
movement in Germany.

The welding togathor and development of the united
front from below is, at the present time, an urgent task
not only for the German, Polish, and Czecho-Slovakian
Parties, but for all sections of the Comintern. Without
carrying out this task in practice, we can make no pro-
gress. In a certain sense it can even be said that, in

. the pre-revolutionary period, the united front from

below is just as necessary for the working class as the
fully-developed forms of proletarian democracy after
the seizure of power. Under the dictatorship of the
bourgeoisie the working class has at its disposal only
rudimentary fragments (sorry remains) of proletarian
democracy. Making full use of these in the interests of
the revolution means precisely employing the policy of
the united front from below. Under the proletarian
dictatorship, the working class has at its disposal above
all the soviets, in whose hands power is vested; and
just as under these circumstances it is absolutely
necessary to do everything in order to uphold these
highest forms of proletarian democracy and to
strengthen them ever more and more, so in capitalist
countries we have the task of developing and consoli-
dating the proletarian united front from bhelow to an
ever greater extent. It can only be developed in more
or less loose organizational forms. It ought, how-
ever, to be developed as a permanent coherent move-
ment, instead of individual scattered actions of the
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united front, which pass without leaving anything

behind them. It is just this which we have to learn,
namely, how the united front from below is to be
further developed, consolidated and revolutionized as
a continuous series of mass actions and brought ever
more securely under the leadership of the Communist

Party.

5,~—ON STRIKE TAOTICS AND THE WORK IN THE
REFORMIST TRADE UNIONS.

As the lessons to be derived from strike movements

have been chosen as the theme for special reports at
this session of the E.C.C.L,, I only want to direct your
attention to one main question. What is the guiding
criterion, according to which, we are to estimate the
,political results of the strike movement? In my
opinion, according to the results of the strike move-
ment on the working masses and, first and foremost, on
the strikers themselves. Of decisive importance is the
answer to the question of whether our positions in the
ranks of the working masses have been strengthened
or weakened by the strike in question, whether the
militant preparedness of these masses for great strug-
gles in the future have been increased or not.

During recent times, it has often happened that the
reformists have called a strike and placed themselves
at its head, while we, who had as yet only a minority
of the workers behind us, have not understood how to
employ the correct tactics in such a position of opposi-
tion, which is, in itself, favourable for us. In such
cases it is a mistake of the first magnitude, if we refuse
to take part in the strike. Yet such examples are to be
recorded in a number of countries (Germany, Sweden,
etc.). From the point of view of winning over the
masses, this is nothing better than a travesty of revolu-
tionary policy. In such cases we have, after all, every
chance of increasing our minority during the course of
the action, and turning it into a majority.

We have many fine examples of strikes in Poland.
90
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some of these strikes our comrades were able to take
the lead, and, in this way, we increased our influence
over the masses; in other cases we made considerable
gains, although we were not at the head of the strikes;
and finally there were also some strikes where our
comrades were at the head, but where, after the end of
‘the strike, there were absolutely no favourable results
to be recorded. In general, we may say that the
circumstance that we succeed in getting the leadership
into our hands at the beginning of a strike, does not,
by any means, mean that in this way we score a
political success, i.e., effect a strengthening of our posi-
tions in the revolutionary trade union movement. This
- success depends above all on whether we succeed in
leading these struggles under the—for us, often very
difficult—conditions.
- In many cases strikes have either broken out spon-

taneously without our comrades knowing anything
- about them, or in cases where they have taken part,
they have not known what to do when the strike was
over. The task of making correct use of the strike
situation, with a view to strengthening the revolution-
ary trade union organization, often presents our com-
rades with great difficulties in practice and ought
therefore to be concretely illustrated in the discussion.
I refer to a case which is well known to the English
comrades—that of Lucas, This is a large factory where
~ several comrades have been working for many years
without, however, achieving any results. Suddenly,
a great movement sprang up under their leadership.
These comrades were probably themselves astounded to
find that the great masses were following them. The
success was so brilliant that workers’ delegations even
came from neighbouring places and asked our comrades
to come to them, too, to organize and direct mass
- action. However, our comrades were not in a position
- to make organizational use of the high state of feeling
among the masses. In this place the reformists have
. only one or two rather weak groups, but the Com-
' munists did not understand how to make the element-
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ary practical suggestion: ‘‘Organise yourselves. Form
a trade union, since no mass trade union exists here as
yet’’ to the workers. Latér it would have been possible
to decide whether this trade union should join the
Minority Movement, or any other reformist confedera- -
tion, or whether it would perhaps be more expedient for
it to remain, for the time being, as an independent
local trade union organization, However, our comrades
for several weeks failed to clarify the issues in these
less urgent questions, and, in this way, the favourable
mood of the masses passed by, and to-day we have not
appreciably more members of the revolutionary
organization in this place than we had before the move-
ment began.

When we are formulating our task in regard to
strike movements, it is not quite correct to speak of the
task of * politicizing ’’ the economic strike. We have
here to do with something different, with something
more. This formulation has already been rejected in
connection with the Vth Congress of the R.IL.U., and
instead of this, the revolutionizing of the economic
struggle was discussed. This is the correct formula-
tion. The task does not by any means consist in con-
verting every economic strike into a political strike;
the task is that when once an economic strike has been
started—I am not now discussing political strikes—
we must do all we can to strengthen the strike struggle,
to raise it to a higher level, to isolate the reformists
from the mass of strikers, to extend the programme of
the strike, and above all, to supplement the strike de-
mands by political slogans which are not merely
chosen at random, but which are themselves in direct
and clear connection with the whole course of the
strike. :

In the struggle for the correct slogan ‘‘ Independent
leadership of the struggle,” our comrades have, in
many cases, committed mistakes which are tantamount
to an obvious violation of proletarian democracy in the
strike movement. Instead of winning over the working
masses to our side by means of agitation, instead of
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cting a strike committee which is independent of the
adership of the reformist trade unions, the Commun-
s take the course of simply appointing a strike com-
e themselves—a committee which is not recog-
ad at all by the majority of the strikers. For ex-
ple, in the great South Wales miners’ strike at the
inning of 1931, a group of 40 English Communists,
o had no adherence among the masses, nominated
0 comrades from their midst who proclaimed them-
elves to be the ‘‘ central strike committee *’ for this
sigantic strike! The Communists can only isolate
mselves by such childish tactics.

In many cases, where our comrades are at the head of
a strike, they do not understand how to terminate it
n an organized manner, but attempt—maybe like true
fevolutionaries, but like revolutionaries who think
ittle about the political implications of their actions—
continue the strike ‘‘ to the last man,” till the
kers are bled white. This may, in the long run,
duce a dangerous split among the working masses
as happened, for example, in the great miners’ strike
n Pennsylvania last year) and this can only have
ghly derimental results upon our influence. It is our
lask to throw ourselves with determination into the
work of strengthening and extending every strike and
to enlighten the mass of strikers, as soon as they begin
o waver, on the importance of continuing the struggle ;
but when the great majority are no longer able to con-
tinue the strike, when they decide to begin work again,
then as a rule (though there are exceptions to all rules)
we should take measures to firmly put an end to the
strike and enlighten the workers as to the conclusion.

- We do not deny the existence of certain objective
difficulties for the development of the strike movement,
s for example in Germany and in one or two other
untries. But the weak development of our work in
he ranks of the reformist ¢rade wnions cannot be ex-
cused by any objective difficulties. It cannot be denied
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that the reformist leaders lay difficulties in our path—
nay, this was foretold by Lenin as early as 1920:

“ Undoubtedly the leaders of opportunism wil
‘have recourse to all the tricks of bourgeois diple
macy, will appeal to the help of bourgeois govers
ments, to priests, police, courts, in order to prevent
Communists from entering the Trade Unions.”’*
But at the same time Lenin provided the best in

structions as to what the Communists should do i
these circumstances:
“ It is necessary to be able to withstand all
to go the whole length of any sacrifice, if need be
to resort to strategy and adroitness, illegal proceed:
ings, reticence and subterfuge, to anything in ordel
to penetrate into the Trade Unions, remain in them,
and carry on Communist work inside them, at an
m‘b-"
In all capitalist countries we have had far greate
possibilities of development of revolutionary work i
the reformist trade unions than we have actually mads
use of. There is no excuse for the actual neglect of
this work, least of all, in such countries as England
in the Scandinavian countries, etc., where there still
remain comparatively large remnants of trade uniol
democracy, which, however, have been made use of by
our comrades to an altogether insufficient extent. In
one or two cases the reason may be that our comrades
are afraid of falling into the error of trade union
legalism. But making revolutionary use of trade union
democracy does mot in any way mean any concessions
to trade union legalism. On the contrary, in all cases
where we are able to make use of trade umion
democracy, we should use it, in order to try to bring
the majority of trade union members into conflict with
the reformist bureaucracy who have entrenched the
selves in legal positions. ‘

I think that our work-in this field is being hampered
not only by pure negligence, but also by certain

# “Left Wing Communism,”’ page 39.
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litical mistakes. In the first Trotsky discussion on
8 trade union question in 1921, Comrade Stalin laid
two different methods of approach to the working
: The method of compulsion, which Trotsky
nted to employ in the trade unions, and the method
rsuasion, which is thecorrect trade union method.
e fact that our trade union work in capitalist coun-
es does not progress better, is, in many cases, to be
tributed to some incorrectness of method: A certain
ndency to underrate the method of persuasion, a cer-
in tendency to replace this method by methods of
mand, which can only result in our isolation from
@ broad masses.

‘In any case the non-participation of Communists in
@ reformist trade unions, the fact that they have
eglected to develop widespread oppesition, and revolu-
mary work within the reformist organizations in
1, should, in my opinion be most severely con-
emned at this Plenum, and a radical change in the
ractice of our Parties in this field should be demanded.
this was also the opinion of Comrade Lenin, who wrote
s follows as far back as 1920:—

- ‘“The Executive Committee of the Third Interna-
tional should, in my opinion, directly condemn the
‘policy of non-participation in reactionary Trade
‘Unions; and they should suggest to the next confer-
ence of the Communist International the necessity
f issuing a general condemnation of such policy,
ting in detail the reasons for the irrationality of
non-participation and the excessive harm it brings
‘to the caunse of the proletarian revolution. They
‘should specify in particular the line of conduct of
‘some Dutch Communists who, either directly or in-
directly, openly or covertly, wholly or partially, sup-
ported this erroneous policy. he Third Interna-
‘tional must break with the tactics of the Second,
‘and not evade or belittle sore points, but face them

1"e

* «Left Wing Communism,"” page 39
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6.—THE STRUGGLE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY O {<
GERMANY.

At the last Plenum of the E.C.C.I., the situation’
Germany was characterized by the formula—‘‘ An it
crease of the pre-requisites for a revolutionary crisis
Is there any fundamental difference in what is happe

- ing in Germany now? In my opinion there is not. €
course we may clearly observe a further increase in #i
pre-requisites for a revolutionary crisis there, but 1
cannot as yet register such a vast difference |
would occasion us at the present Plenum to give a su
stantially new characterization of the situation
Germany.

The rise of the revolutionary upsurge in Germany !
advancing irresistibly, despite the additional objectis
difficulties which are created temporarily there both b
the economic crisis, and also by the wave of fascis
and chauvinism.

A few years ago Kautsky prophesied in his boo
Historical Materialism that bourgeois democrat
would enjoy a ‘‘butterfly existence.” We
to-day we may observe in Germany what th
butterfly existence of the Weimar constitutio
looks like in reality. Fascism has made
great stride forward there—a stride forward md
only in the sense of the growth of the nationa
socialist movement, but also in that of the establisk
ment of fascist dictatorship in the state regime. Kt
a long time, the Communist Party of Germany under
rated the nationalist-socialist movement; and in pa
neglected to struggle against it; but this does not, @
course, mean that the German Party’s sins of omissio
have made the growth of fascism possible, for th
growth has had its objective reasons. We cannot say, i
general of course, that fascist dictatorship is a necess
between-stage on the way to revolution. What we o
observe in Germany to-day, however, without mas
any liberal antitheseis between dlctatorshlp
democracy, is the beginning of fascist dictatorship.
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of the German bourgeoisie are, in general, pursuing a
wise policy or not; in any case, they proved completely
wrong when they reckoned on a defeat of the Commun-"
ist Party prior to the last Reichstag elections (in July

this year). The date of the Reichstag elections was

fixed on the strength of this calculation. In all

probability the government was led to make this mis-

calculation by the fluctuations which showed them-
selves in the Communist vote in the presidential .elec-
tions, and the elections in Prussia. However, at the
Reichstag elections the C.P.G. more than ever extend-
ed its basis of support among the masses. The Press
of the entire world bourgeoisie was also more or less
unanimous in viewing this circumstance as a menacing
sign for the bourgeois order of society in Germany. In
other ways, too, the C.P.G. has recently gained in
mass influence, although this gain still remains in-

sufficient when compared with the tremendously great

tasks which the German Party now has to carry out.

The question with regard to the objective and sub-
jective factor in Germany should not be viewed only
from one side. We cannot, for example, claim that the
C.P.G. must have met with success in launching a
great wave of strikes. A wave of mass strikes cannot
simply be effected to order. It has its objective condi-
tions, and it is not Marxism to disregard these condi-
tions. But how are we to state the case now? I con-
sider that which the Central Committee of the C.P.G.
itself said, in the resolution on the lessons to be de-
rived from the presidential elections correct:

‘“ We have not understood how to launch and to
lead struggles and actions of the proletarian and
other labouring masses, and in this way to create the
pre-requisites for converting these struggles into the
struggle for the revolutionary way out of the
crisis,”’

Here, as we see, the C.C. does not speak only about
strikes, but about mass struggles and mass actions in
general ; and this is quite correct. If we take all the
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paign against Severing and Grzesinsky. The C.P.G,
however, must logically reject such tendencies towards
a too rigid revolutionism, and must make it clear to all
Party members that it is a question of the revolution-
ary education of the aocieg-democrat.ic workers, by
means of the proletarian united front from below. g

I think I am justified in expressing the hope that
the Communist Party of Germany will soon succeed in
very quickly getting rid of any “‘ scissors '’ which may
exist between the decisions, and their execution. This
shorteoming is peculiar, not only to the C.P.G., but to
all our sections in capitalist countries, But the posi-
tion of the Communist Party of Germany as the most
important Party of the Comintern in the capitalis
countries, obliges it to set an example to the others ir
this respect, above all, in the development of the mass
struggle against fascism, in the further developmen
of the broad united front of millions and millions of
toilers, and in smashing the S.P.G.* in the enterprises,
the trade unions and the Employment Exchanges,

7.—THE STRUGGLE AGAINST FASCISM.

It cannot, at this moment, be clearly seen whether
the national-socialist movement in Germany will still
further extend its influence. This possibility is no more
precluded than the possibility of its rapid, even
astonishingly rapid, shrinkage. At any rate, the fact
remains to-day that disintegration has already set in,
in the ranks of the fascist organizations. The Press
prints news of a large number of minor revolis in the
S.A.t—cases where the leaders have been thrashed and
the fascist flags torn to pieces, cases where small pea-
sants who have hitherto been adherents of the national- |
socialists, now turn their hackxi upon them and demon- |
strate this change in the most stormy fashion. What |
sort of conclusion are we to draw from these pheno- |

* Social-Democratic Party of Germany. & |
+ Storm Detachments. |
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‘mena? Not by any means the conclusion that our
- struggle against the national-socialist movement is to
" be weakened, but, on the contrary, that it is to be
strengthened so that the workers and toiling peasants,
who have been led astray by the national-socialists,
may be turned away from them. The Communists
must everywhere approach proletarians who vote for,
and adhere to the Nazi cause ; they must penetrate into
the ranks of the workers who have been sent into the
barracks and colonies for compulsory labour. During
. recent times there have been a number of strikes in
these places. The factory committees must also be
mobilized for the struggle against fascism. Hitherto,
there has been very little to be seen in Germany of
activity of the factory committees, whether they be Red
or social-democrat. Despite this, however, the national-
socialists’ ‘‘ Into the factories ”’ movement seems, at
the present time, to have been brought to a standstill.
We must, at all costs, see that this movement is finally
killed off. The C.P.G. must make every effort to pre-
vent the further development of fascist dictatorship in
Germany.

Is fascism to be regarded as an element of disin-
tegration in capitalism? During the period of imperial-
ist wars when capitalism was enjoying the plenitude
of its powers, it did not need any fascist movement for
its support. Now it needs this movement. In this
sense we have to do here with a symptom of the weak-
. ening of capitalism’s positions. But I am unable to
recognize that the fascist movement, as such, consti-
tutes an element of disintegration for capitalism. The
fascist movement is, in my opinion, to be regarded as
the weapon, the instrument of struggle, the mailed fist
. of class violence of the great bourgeoisie against the
* revolutionary proletariat, and not as an instrument of
the disintegration of capitalism. However, the fascist
regime, the fascist dictatorship has two sides to it. On
the one hand, it represents a reactionary, counter-
revolutionary attempt to consolidate the position of the
great bourgeoisie. But, on the other hand, it produces
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a number of phenomena of the disintegration of capital-
ist class domination, above all the attenuation of the
social basis of the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie.
Fascism is able to develop its methods. We can see
this in Italy. Our Italian comrades have no reason to
underrate the mass work of the fascists, in particular
their trade union work. Comrade Ercoli can give us
many examples of how the fascists make their trade
union functionaries play at ‘‘ opposition,’”’ how these
functionaries convene various workers’ conferences to
present themselves before the workers as ‘‘ better fas-
cists '’ by means of ¢ left '’ radical demagogy and so
wheedle themselves into their confidence. This re-
quires, of the Italian Party, the development of an
active and correct mass policy, above all, in the ranks
of the fascist trade unions, where the Communist Party
of Italy is as yet accomplishing only very weak work.

8.—THE STRUGGLE AGAINST NATIONALISM AND
CHAUVINISM,

In the struggle against fascism, we must not for a
moment underrate the necessity of a pertinacious
struggle against the fundamental ideology of fascism,
against nationalism and chauvinism. In Germany, in
particular, there has recently been a great wave of
chauvinism. This phenomenon has its economic causes
also. It is precisely the circumstances of an advanced
economic crisis which provide a favourable soil for an
efflorescence of reactionary nationalism, since such a
erisis forces the capitalism of individual countries into
a tendency towards economic autonomy—which is, of
course, a reactionary phenomenon in the economic
sense. Just as reactionary is the chauvinist ideology of
the preesent time. Capitalism has already produced its
own bourgeois brand of internationalism—*‘ cosmopoli-
tanism,”’ as Marx called it—and although this has not
at all developed in contra-distinction to bourgeois
nationalism, but rather on the basis of this nationalism,

- the recrudescence of a narrow and restricted national-
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- ism represents, after all, an absolutely reactionary re-
- trogression in hourgeois ideology.

To struggle successfully, against nationalist and
chauvinist ideology, is by no means an easy task. It
demands of our Parties everywhere great attention,
and a careful study of the special characteristic fea-
tures of chauvinism as it appears in individual coun-
tries. Chauvinism can be robbed of its support among
the masses, not by its condemnation ¢ in general,’”’ but
only by a concrete struggle. In this field, the Com-
munist Party of Germany has to develop great work.
But this task is of no less importance for the French,
Ttalian, and Polish Parties, each of which has to do
with a most dangerous form of nationalism in its own
country.

In Poland a ‘‘ national-communist '’ group has re-
cently sprung up. This is not the first time. It is very
instructive to trace when such groups have originated
there. The first case was in 1920, during the advance
of the Red Army on Warsaw.. The second case was in
1923, during the Cracow rebellion, and again in 1926,
prior to a fascist coup d’etat—that is to say, on each
occasion, it was at a critical moment, when the masses
were in a state of ferment and it was urgently neces-
sary for the bourgeoisie to side-track the state of mass
feeling on to chauvinist lines. It is the same story to-
day. Numerically, this group has not many adherents,
but it would be a mistake to underestimate its im-
portance. Who knows but that nationalist prejudices
and tendencies may still be found in the ranks of the
Polish working class. I wish to tell the Polish com-
rades quite openly that, despite all the great merits in
their mass work, especially in recent times, their weak
point has been the struggle against nationalism in the
ranks of their own class. Above all, from the point of
view of the approaching war, the work of formulating
the tasks of this struggle demands the greatest atten-
tion and care on their part. It goes without saying
that the most important thing is to develop a relentless
struggle against the oppression of different nationali-
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ties by Polish) imperialism, against the oppression of
Ukrainians, White Russians, ete. Only on this oc-
casion I want to emphasize the task of fighting against
Polish nationalism from another aspect than was em-
phasized at the last Plenum of the E.C.C.I. I em-
phasize the task of making this struggle clear to the
Polish workers and peasants and of freeing all sections
of them from the relics of national prejudices by means
of stubborn Bolshevik work. For these workers and
peasants will have arms in their hands in time of war
and, we hope, in time of revolution also, and it is then a
question of their standing the test—whether they will
fall victims to the misleadership of the national-
communist group or whether they are sufficiently pre-
pared ideologically to take up the victorious struggle
for power against the Polish bourgeoisie, under the
leadership of the Communist Party of Poland.

9.—THE STRUGGLE AGAINST SOOIAL DEMOCRACY,

If anyone had perhaps fancied that the social-
democratic leaders were no longer able to undertake
““left *’ manceuvres, he must have realized his mistake
in recent times. These people will not surrender us
their political basis among the workers, without a
struggle. These political * illusionists ’’ have produced
no small number of tricks during recent times. In
Poland, for example, the P.P.S.* has advocated not a
strike, even though they immediately got cold feet no
sooner than this slogan had been put forward. If eir-
cumstances demand, they are able to juggle with anti-
reformist, nay, even with revolutionary phrases; in
Poland, for example, the P.P.B.* has advocated not a
‘ Polish People’s Republic,”’ but also a ‘“ Workers’ and
Peasants’ Government.” (Lenski, interjecting: For
the dictatorship of the proletariat I)

Well, you see what remains yet to be wished |

On the other hand, we should not exaggerate the

* Polish Socialist Party.
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effects of social-democracy’s ‘‘ left '’ manceuvres. If,
for example, we attempt to explain all our failures by
a reference to such manceuvres of the social-democrats,
then it ceases to be an explanation. If it were the case,
that the social-democrats, as might sometimes be con-
cluded from the statements in our Press, were in a
position to *“ manceuvre to dedth '’ even the best strike
movements in which the Communists had great in-
fluence, we would only have the more reason to examine
what mistakes we have made ourselves to make such
manceuvres possible for social-democracy.

The question has arisen—somewhat unexpectedly—
as to whether social-democracy is still to be regarded as
the main social support of the bourgeoisie. We need
only ask ourselves what would be the position of the
bourgeoisie if it did not have social-democracy as its
support, if, for example, the German bourgeoisie did
not have the S.P.G. for its support, if the French bour-
geoisie did not have the Socialist Party, or if the Eng-
lish bourgeoisie did not have the Labour Party. In
that case, comrades, we should, indeed, have an easy
time of it! The bourgeoisie would have lost, in these
cases, its main support. The majority of the working
class would rally around us without more ado, and we
would have a hegemony, nay, in many countries even
a ‘“ monopoly,” in the leadership of the working class.
It is thus clear that social-democracy still remains the
main social support of the bourgeoisie, and to me it is
absolutely incomprehensible how one can dispute over
this question. If, however, we want to draw the
correct political conclusions from this judgment of
social-democracy, we must, in my opinion, distinguish
two different questions: Firstly, the strategic task of
an especial concentration of our struggle against social-
democracy, and secondly, the tactical question in the
more narrow sense of how we can and should fight
social-democracy in the most expedient manner. These
questions are not identical. As the bourgeoisie cannot
be averthrown without the overthrow of its main social
support, it is not incorrect to say that we ought to
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direct our main offensive against social-democracy.
However, we must at the same time emphasise the fact
that we must direct this main offensive against social-
democracy, in such a way, that we may win over the
social-democratic workers. This is a question in which
we are interested to the highest degree.

This is why the second question means that we must
fight social-democracy in another way than we fight
fascism, or any other conservative parties of the bour-
geoisie, because in our tactics, and in the drawing up of
our slogans, we must take into consideration the work-
ing masses who still adhere to the social-democratic
leaders to-day. If we do not do this, if the social-
democratic workers get the impression, from the way
we act, that the Communists are more interested in
fighting the social-democratic leaders, than in fighting
against fascism, or against the offensive of the big
bourgeoisie, or the government, as the case may be,
we will’ not win over these workers, we will only
alienate them from ourselves. It is here a question of
giving such a form to our struggle, that we may
strategically direct the main offensive against social-
democracy, but do so in such a way that we may at the
same time attack fascism and the big bourgeoisie with
the full weight of our powers. All tactical mistakes
which we commit in this regard, revenge themselves
upon us, by the fact that the broad masses hold aloof
from us.

10.—ON THE STRENGTHENING OF THE QOMMUNIST
INTERNATIONAL.

‘We have grown. Since the XTth Plenum our organi-
zational department can count 350,000 new members of
the Communist International, without reckoning the
membership of the C.P.8.U. or the growth in the
membership of the Communist Party of China (in the
Chinese Soviet districts the number of members is
difficult to calculate). Excluding these two great
factors from the calculation, we may reckon that the
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‘growth in the membership of our sections is
from 550,000 to 900,000. Bui we must at once add,
that the picture would be much more satisfactory, if
we did not have any fluctuation in the membership.
While the number of members grows, fluctuation is
growing, too. The Communist Party of Germany
loses, as a rule, one half of the number of its new
members, and it is the same story almost everywhere
else; there are even Parties which can show a higher
degree of fluctuation.

In order to throw light upon the question of the
reasons for this fluctuation, I will take one or two ex-
amples from the Party statistics of the Ruhr district.
There, for example, 241 new members left the Party in
January of this year, and 99 in February, because, in
their own words, they ‘ had no money.” In some
cases this may have been only a pretext, but if it is
really true, that a considerable number of new members
could not remain in the Party, for the sole reason that
they had no money, this shows that something is out of
order in the apparatus of the Party. Others leaving
the Party gave as their reason ‘‘difficulties in the
matter of being accepted.”’ Sixty-five members in the
Ruhr district left the Party on these grounds during
January. Difficulties in getting accepted! Please,
comrades, get rid of these difficulties as quickly as you
can, so that at any rate such causes of fluctuation ma
not occur again, fn addition to this we often meet wi
the following in the Party statistics: ‘So-and-so many
members have left the Party ‘ for unknown reasons
—vanished without a trace. Does not this also show
the defects in our organizational work?

The largest part of the members of our Parties are
at the present time unemployed, so that the number of
members who are employed is steadily undergoing a
relative decrease, while in Germany it is actually
undergoing an absolute decrease. In the work of re-
cruiting members we almost always follow the path of
least resistance. And in this way we only get a few
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new members from the factories, especially the large-

scale enterprises.

What is to be done? Comrade Vassilyev proposes,
firstly, the creation of strong leading committees in the
various localities and sub-districts which are in close
connection with the factories and can give instruction
to inexperienced Cell members ; secondly, bold recruit-
ing of new Party members from among the active
fighters in strikes, etc. ; thirdly, a determined struggle
~ against bureaucracy. All these proposals seem to me

to be acceptable and useful. I would like to emphasize
another task ; systematic development of the education
of new members. This seems to me to be the keypoint,
if we do not want to go on losing so many new mem-
bers, in the future. In capitalist Russia the process of
educating new members in Party circles used to begin
even before their entry into the Party. As a rule,they
also took part in Party work for several years before
they formally become Party members. When they en-
tered the Party, they had already received their school-
ing. At the present time, in capitalist countries, the
act of joining the Party is, in many cases, an easy step
which is, for the most part, taken according to the
mood of the moment, and does not pre-suppose any, or
hardly any, preparatory political schooling. If, then,
no special measures are taken by the Party to provide
a Bolshevik schooling for the new members, it is quite
natural that a large proportion of them are soon lost.
As members of the lower Party organization, they have
small chance of receiving a schooling in revolutionary
mass work in practice, since it is an unfortunate fact
that our Cells and trade union fractions only
occasionally undertake such work. We can produce
quite ‘‘ classic’’ examples to prove this from the
practice of the American Party. Workers have come
to the Party leaders, and said that they were leaving
the Communist Party. 1In answer to the question
“ Why? ""—they would answer: ““ We want to do mass
work, and that is impossible for us as members of the
Communist Party.”” * Why isn’t it possible? ’ Aw
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: ““We have meetings of Party members every

ing, and besides that, there are so many circulars
be rend that there is no time left to do mass work."
is a fact that several workers have left the American
Party on these grounds. It was, of course, not good
Oummumst behaviour to do so. But what sort of a
Party regime is it, which gives occasion for such non-
Communist behaviour? Is it bureaucracy, or is it
¢ guper-centralization? '’ or is it, perhaps, only ‘‘a
formal attitude to the Party tasks? ” But whatever
it may be—the representative of the American Party
will explain to us what it is—in any case it has got to
s stopped.
' The question with regard to the character of our
Press should, in my opinion, be raised this time
‘sharply. Our agitation and propaganda department
‘has, unfortunately, been unable to provide me with con-
crete material on this question; but it is a well-known
hot that the Communist newspapers in capitalist coun-
‘tries do not possess the character of mass newspa) ers
If, however, we are to insist that in the field o
&rmmcnl work among the masses, the slogan of the

Turn to mass work ’’ is now really to be carried out
(and not merely promised), then the character of the
‘majority of our newspapers must also undergo a radical
change in order that they may become real Bolshevik
‘mass newspapers.

11.—0ON WORK IN THE ENTERPRISES.

~ We have talked a hundred times on this question and
‘adopted many resolutions. Is it your wish, comrades,
‘that we once again talk and pass resolutions, and do
- nothing? If that is not your view, then please tell us
—when your turn comes to speak—what is to be done
in regard to this “ sore point,”” to attain a real im-
- provement.

Hitherto we have directed our main attention to or-
ganizational methods in factory work. The improve-
-ment of these methods still remains an important ques-
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tion for us at the present time. But on this occasion
would like to direct your main attention to the content
of factory work, i.e., precisely to the question of what
partial demands, what questions and *‘ occasions ”’ we,
are to seize on to to establish a real connection between
the Communist group, and the majority of the staff in
a given factory. Are there occasions and ‘‘ burning
questions '’ in the factories, which agitate and excite
the workers? As many as you please. Anyone who
knows the conditions obtaining in modern enterprises,
knows that there are plenty of such occasions there,
And outside the works also, there are continually aris-
ing burning questions and events of this sort, which
agitate the working masses on a local scale, nay, not
infrequently there are even greater occasions, as, for]
example, the case of July 20 (see speech of Piatnitsky,
‘“ 0.P.s of France and, Germany ”’), in Germany, the
significance of which was on a nation-wide scale. The
only thing is not to let the moment pass by, and to
take the right initiative at the right time, without
hesitation. It seems to me that our mass work has got
into a rut, first and foremost because suitable oppor-
tunities and occasions, of which there are plenty, and
which we could seize on to bring the majority of the
workers into movement, are, as a rule, allowed to pass
by us; we are caught napping. Our ‘‘ mass work ” is
in many cases nothing but a series of missed oppor-
tunities for mobilising the masses. We seldom under-
stand how to grasp the main link in the chain, by
which the masses may be set in motion at any given
time.
Comrade Doriot has given us several concrete ex-
amples from France, of such acute questions which
have been allowed to pass. He has, thereby, made a
valuable contribution to the discussion at our Plenum. j
:

He has also called our attention to the fact that actual
topical questions and demands (for example those of
the unemployed) may very quickly change; questions
which are most acute among them one week, may turn
out next week, perhaps, to be shoved into the back-
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und by guite other questions. QOur task is there-
fore to keep in the most close connection with the
‘masses, in order that we may be exactly acquainted
with their needs, their problems and their moods;
otherwise it is impossible for us to take the correct
“ Bolshevik initiative at the right time.
. As, however, our Parties have not attempted with
- sufficient seriousness and in the true Bolshevik manner
to adjust the machinery of our factory work, many
- comrades in the factory Cells have had the ‘‘ experi-
ence’’ that it is impossible to improve this work, It
would be wrong to say that our comrades have not
made any attempts, at all, to conduct a mass work in
_ the factories ; no, attempts have been made, but then,
in many cases they found that they couldn’t win over
the reformist and social-democratic workers. This only
_ happened because the attempt was not made in the cor-
rect manner, because the comrades did not understand
how to seize on to the burning questions and events
~ which offered themselves.

One circumstance should not pass unmentioned in
this connection. Among many comrades in our factory
Cells there exists a special reason for their passivity—
a reason of which they do not like to speak themselves,
because they think it might be interpreted as
cowardice. They acknowledge the necessity of Com-
munist factory work, but they are afraid of being
chucked out of the factory through this work. The
- enemies facing them in the factories are not only the
trade union bureaucrats and fascists, but also the em-
ployers. Thus, on the one hand, they have little hopes
. of succeeding in mobilizing the staffs, and, on the other
| hand, they are afraid that if they attempted to,
| despite this fact, they may be thrown out. The carry-
| ing on of mass work in the enterprise therefore appears

senseless to these comrades, because they do not under-

stand that the necessary rules of conspiracy must be
observed in this work, and even think sometimes that
under capitalist conditions it is altogether impossible
to perform our mass work other than openly, in a form
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which everyone may recognize as Communist w
This, however, is a mistake. The task of eamou
our mass work in the factories is not by any
more difficult, than carrying on work with small con-
spiratorial circles. On the contrary, when our com-
rades only busy themselves among certain workers of
‘“ left *’ tendencies, the agents provocateurs (see The
Agent Provocaleur in the Labour Movement) in the
factory will have less difficulty in identifying them,
than if they merged themselves with the great mass of
workers. They do not need to proclaim themselves as
Communists from the housetops; they do not always
need to speak at meetings themselves, but should so
organize things that other workers speak as often as
possible. When they really learn how to combine illegal
with legal work in the factories in a Bolshevik fashion,
they have prospects of remaining comparatively long in
the factory and winning the confidence of the majority
of the staff.

I wanted to get a number of positive examples of
factory work from the practice of our best sections and
include them in my report. But I have received no
examples in this connection from the various depart-
ments to whom I applied. At the instance of the or-
ganizational department, a good example has been re-
printed in the last number of the Communist Inter-
national. (Comrade Lozovsky, interjecting: * You
ought to apply to the Secretariat for Anglo-American
countries | %)

The example is in fact from England, from Glasgow.
(Applause.) A factory Cell there, consisting of nine
Communists, at first developed a good campaign in the
factory. Then the Communists made the proposal in
their shop to send a delegation to the office on the ques-
tion of raising piece-work rates. The delegation was
refused a hearing. The Communists thereupon
mobilized all the workers of the shop in question and
convened a meeting. It was decided that the whole
meeting, as a body, should march to the office. On the
way to the office a crowd of workers from other shops
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~ in the factory joined the marchers. Several hundred

workers, the Communists among them, thus made their
appearance in the office, and were able to carry thro
their demands. The workers were so delighted by
sticcess of this move, that on the appearance of the

" next number of the Communist factory newspaper

(which had formerly had no readers), the paper was
sold out at once, the size of the edition being quite
inadequate to meet the demand.

(Comrade Gottwald: ‘‘ I can give you a hundred such
examples from Czecho-Slovakia.’’)

Comrade Gottwald promises us a hundred examples.
This would be good, though still not enough.

On the subject of work among jrotalarim women, 1
have received some good material, but unfortunately,
it has come so late that it is now impossible to utilize
it. I hope that competent comrades, both men and
women, will make use of this material in the discus-
sion, so that this question may not be left in the back-
ground ; for this branch of our work will have a very
great significance in the period we are approaching.

12.—THE COMMUNIST YOUTH MOVEMENT,

In its development, the Communist Youth Interna-
tional reflects both the strong, and the weak sides of
the Comintern. The Communist Youth International
has grown somewhat in the number of its members in
capitalist countries. However, the leading countries of
the Communist Youth International have been quite
right in describing this small growth as altogether in-
sufficient. The comrades have exercised Bolshevik self-
criticism. They have openly acknowledged, that in
most countries the Communist Youth Leagues do not
possess the character of mass organizations. Only in
one province which is connected with the youth move-
ment, in the province of the Red sport movement; it
is already possible to speak of a mass character of our
movement in some capitalist countries, though not
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everywhere. Otherwise not. In the ranks of the Com-
munist Youth League of Germany, there even exists,
as the leadership of the Youth International has noted
in its report, a certain opposition to the ca,rrymg out
of the decisions on the development of the Youth
Leagues into a real mass organization. However, the
present situation confronts the Communist Youth with
great demands. The youth movement ought to be the
strongest arm of the Comintern in the approaching
struggles for power. But when the situation is such
that the Communist Youth organizations, which ought
to be numerically much greater than the Communist
Parties—as is the case in the Soviet Union—are still
much smaller and in a number of countries are almost
extinct, then the Communist youth must make strict
demands on itself: An end once and for all, with the
practice of paper decisions—carry out the decisions
adopted with true Bolshevik determination and energy !

- * * *

I hope, comrades, that those actual and important
problems which I have not touched on here, and also

the tasks of our individual sections, will be illustrated

during the discussion by the Party representatives who
are present, and also that such leading comrades as
Comrades Piatnitsky, Manuilsky and others will
supplement my report.* »

Comrades, the character of the time which is ap-
proaching us makes the highest demands upon our
energy. One might say that we are approaching a new
heroic epoch. In his opening speech, Comrade Thal-
mann mentioned our herces. I want to give the
following figures from the statistics of the Interna-
tional Labour Defence: On January 1, 1932, the num-
ber of proletarian political prisoners was 192,673. From
1925 to 1931 the number of arrests was 1,223,052; the
number of those mis-handled—630,159; ef those mur-
dered and tortured to death—1,040,608. When and

* See Page 2 of Cover.
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where in the history of the world has there ever
before been such a gigantic class terrorism ! And when
.~ in the history of the world has there ever been heroism
on such a gigantic scale as in our movement| I do
not doubt for a moment that our Parties will fight
heroically in the coming struggles for power. But the
point is that our Parties must learn to mobilize the
widest masses for the revolutionary struggles, and lead
these struggles in such a way that the victory may be
assured. From this standpoint, we must, more than
ever before, lay stress upon the leading role of the
Communist Party, and upon the necessity of an iron
Party discipline. The greatest task in the preparation
of the proletariat for the imminent struggles for power
is the creation and widening of the revolutionary united
front from below. However, should our comrades any-
where represent this preparation of the Party and the
proletariat as an abstract propagandist task, and, at
the same time, pursue the policy of the united front in
such a way that it may lead to making peace with
social-democracy, then we would say to them: ‘“Rather
reject the ‘united front’ altogether.” Nor is it
possible to prepare for the revolution as the oppor-
tunists in Germany did in 1923—only by certain tech-
nical measures, otherwise remaining quiet and in-
active, waiting for the ** great day *’ to arrive. No, a
Communist Party prepares for the revolution by the
development and leadership of mass actions for partial
demands at the present time.

Somebody has complained that in our draft for the
theses the general tasks bear too much the character
of defence, which is not suited to the general situation.
Here, however, it is necessary to take into account the
fact that we do not any longer put forward the general
main tasks as strategic tasks, but state them already
in the form of mass slogans, by formulating as
follows : —(1) Struggle against the capitalist offensive;
(2) Against fascism and reaction; (3) Against the ap-
proaching imperialist war and the intervention against
the Soviet Union. .
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Will this struggle be only a defensive struggle? No!
These are slogans with which it is best possible to
launch a counter-offensive.

Comrade Stalin called our attention to the fact that
the October Revolution, during the period of organiz-
ing the storm, was concerned to take every, or almost
every, step in its attack under the guise of defence.
“ The revolution has, to a certain extent, veiled its
offensive operations under the guise of defence in order
that in this way, the undecided and vacillating ele-
ments may the more easily be swept into its whirlpool.
This also explains ’—Comrade Stalin continues—*‘ the
outer semblance of defence in the character of the
speeches, articles and slogans of this period, which
none the less, by virtue of their inner content, possess
a pronounced offensive character.” In the light of this
peculiarity of the October Revolution, we may also ob-
tain a deeper understanding for our present slogans,
although the latter are not slogans for a revolutionary
situation. These slogans are also well suited for the
revolutionary attack, if only we understand how to
mobilize the masses for this attack. And these slogans
are well suited for a revolutionary offensive, if only
we understand how to mobilize the masses for this
offensive. '

This mobilization of the revolutionary forces is im-
possible without a decisive struggle against all
tendencies towards capitulation and faint-heartedness,
which always make their appearance insuch situations.
We have had an example of this in the last appearance
of Comrade Humbert-Droz. It is quite clear that the
Communist International must relentlessly rebuff all
such tendencies. Nor must we tolerate, however, that
real work towards preparing and mobilizing the masses
should be replaced by mere revolutionary phrases.
We must relentlessly extirpate any tendency towards
a policy of * tailism,” i.e., lagging behind, but we
must never lose our heads; we must constantly esti-
mate the revolutionary level which has already been
attained by the wide masses, must estimate it cold-
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loodedly and without any false idealization, and
nust always continue to work for the raising of the
olutionary level of the majority of the working

8.

‘The political line of the Communist International
must not on any account be changed. It was correct.
t was the Bolshevik line. Our present theses will not
ject this line to the smallest alteration. There is
o other correct line than the Bolshevik line. But if
e line of the Party, if the policy of the Party is cor-
sct, and if the correct relations between the vanguard
nd the class are not disturbed, what then do we mean

““ Under these conditions to lead means to under-
. stand how to convince the masses of the correctness
of the Party’s policy; it means drawing up and
carrying out such slogans as may bring the masses
- nearer to the standpoint of the Party and make it
- easier for them, on the basis of their own experience,
" to attain an understanding for the correctness of the
. Party’s policy ; it means raising the masses up to the
level of consciousness of the Party and thus assuring
. ourselves of the support of the masses and of ‘their
~ preparedness for the decisive struggle.”

Long live the Soviet Union! The C.P.S.U. and Com-
rade Stalin ! -

Long live the Communist International and the
Socialist World Revolution! (Loud applause.)
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CONCLUDING REMARKS

Comrades, we establish the fact that cape
lalist stabilisation is at an end—the genera
crisis of capitalism is rising lo a new plane, U
entering a new cycle of revolutions and wars,

With this evaluation of the objective situation
as the point of departure, we draw.the corre
sponding revolutionary conclusions with refer
ence to our entire policy.

We fight against every vacillation concerning
this evaluation of the situation and every under:
estimation of the political significance of the
facts characterising the end of capitalis
stabilisation. = This means, in the first place
struggle against the under-estimation of the
international significance of the socialist up
surge in the Soviet Union; struggle against any
under-estimation of the war preparations
against the Soviet Union, and the danger of
a new imperialist world war; struggle against
every under-estimation of the revolutionary
upsurge, and the revolutionary perspective in
the imperialist, as well as in the dF::ependent and
colonial countries.

The world economic crisis, which has ari
out of the internal contradictions of the cap:t
talist system, has crushed out, in the course of
three years, the economic results which world
capitalism attained during the entire period of
relative stabilisation like a gigantic steam
hammer. This enormous economic destruction,
the capitalists, and, above all, the ruling mag:
nates of monopoly capitalism, have performed
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hemselves; in fact, they are continuing this,
use under the present conditions of the
eneral crisis of capitalism, of the intensifica-
jon of all the basic contradictions of capital-
1sm, they are unable to pursue their profit
interests in any other way.

Qur theses read : —

“ The larger the share of the declining aggre-
gate profits the upper stratum of the financial
oligarchy succeed in grabbing for themselves
(at the expense of others), the more they rob
the toilers, and the higher the tariff walls are
raised, to this extent home and foreign markets
are still further restricted and the crisis is
further deepened.’’*

This must be understood, and firmly borne
in mind, in order not to vacillate interminably
between the correct evaluation that stabilisa-
tion has come to an end in capitalist economics,
‘and the illusions concerning a return of capital-
ist stabilisation, as well as a new era of
prosperity. In my report I specially emphasised
that there is no purely economic way out of
the crisis. Without comprehending this, it is
now impossible to possess a clear understand-
ing of the perspectives of the world situation,
of the unavoidable transition to a new cycle of
revolutions and wars.

One must understand that #kis transition kas
already commenced.

The war of Japanese imperialism against

* Theses and Resolutions. XIIth Plénum EC.CI
. (Modern Books, Ltd.)
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China already began even last year. This wal
does not denote a merely local, punitive expedi
tion, but the prelude to the world war of al
imperialist Powers for China, for the mono
of the colonial enslavement and plunder of the
greatest nation on earth, possessing world ims
portance. The Japanese occupation of Mans
churia also denotes the prelude to the counter-
revolutionary war of t%e imperialist Powers
against the Soviet Union. reparations for
this immense world crime are being pushe
feverishly ahead not only in Japan, but no less
by France, England, Poland, Roumania,
Czecho-Slovakia, Latvia, Esthonia, Finland,
etc. . It may even be said that they are in a
great measure being pushed on clandestinely by
their respective general staffs. None the less,
these preparations are a fact. :

This new phase in the preparation of the war
of intervention against the Soviet Union is one
of the most important facts in the present inter-
national situation. This fact constitutes now
the greatest military secret of the capitalis
states which, however, we shall unmask ruth-
lessly in all countries. The active participation
of American capitalism in Japan's armament
for war against the Soviet Union, and in egg-
ing on Polish and Roumanian war-mongering
is to be pilloried, before the broad masses of the
people, no less than is the war policy of French
imperialism, |

Every under-estimation of the war danger,
every tendency to relegate to the background
the approaching imperialist world war, and the |
intervention against the Soviet Union, or to
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ieglect the fulfilment of these tasks, is Zo be
fought as the most dangerous opportunism.

- We Communists must therefore exert every
ort, in all countries, to force the bourgeoisie
refrain from precipitating the war. To this
d, we must mobilise the broad masses of the
toilers without delay for the struggle against
ar. But how far we shall succeed in frustrat-
ing the consummation of the war plans of the
bourgeoisie in the individual countries is be-
yond our ken. We only know that there is one
single sure guarantee against war: ke prole-
tarian revolution. Therefore the preparation
‘of the revolution is the most important part in
the anti-war struggle just as the mobilisation
of the workers for the struggle against war is,
at the present time, one of the most important
tasks in’their preparation for the revolution.
The two tasks are inseparably intertwined.
There is not a single capitalist country to-day
‘of any international importance where these
tasks could be severed.

The fatalistic attitude that war will come
anyway, and that the revolution can be
ushered in only through the gates of
war—an attitude against which Comrade

 Manuilsky  correctly warned us—would

signify a renunciation of the struggle for
the revolution, as well as a renunciation of the
struggle against war. If such an opportunist
attitude was wrong four or five years ago, it
would be a hundred times more erroneous in the
present situation, with the stabilisation of
capitalism a thing of the past. As far as it
depends upon our struggle, there will not be
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any war first at all! It will come to revolution,
before the bourgeoisie begins the war—this is
the way the question is put from the Communist
point of view. But the revolution does not
depend upon us alone, but also upon the objec-
tive factors of the revolutionary crisis; and, in
the event of the bourgeoisie beginning the war,
before we can begin the revolution, we, nothing
daunted, shall utilise the war to accelerate the
revolution ; we shall do everything in our power:
to convert it into the conquest of power by the
proletariat. This is how the question is put in a
Leninist manner.
Not only the transition to imperialist wars,
but also the zransition to a new cycle of revolus
tions has already set in. Whoever fails to see
this to-day, fails to see it solely because he does
not want to see it. The facts proclaim it from
the housetops : for the revolution in China is a
fact, the Chinese Soviets, the Chinese Red
Army are facts of revolution which the repeated
expeditions of the Kuomintang Government
could not remove. On the contrary. The
latest dispatches received from China betoken
something entirely different. I cite a few of
the latest news items:— '
The Shanghai correspondent of the “ New
York Times '’ reports that the 1gth army had
to call a halt in its expedition against the goviet
troops in the province of Fuchien, in view of
the “ refusal of the soldiers to defend the in-
terests of the capitalists and - landlords.
Hundreds of the mutinous soldiers were shot
and 8,000 were disarmed.”’ |

The newspaper “ Dunsanshenminbao ’’ in-
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s its readers on September 4 that the 3rd
the 8th divisions of the Government
froops, which have been despatched to the pro-
vince of Honan, to fight against the Red Army,
have mutinied and gone over to the side of the
Red Army. At the same time, the 6th division
of the Nanking troops in the province of
Tsiangsi staged an insurrection; the greater
part of the division crossed over to the side of
the Red Army.

The newspaper “ Bintsashibao ** of Septem-
ber 12 writes that the united forces of the Red
‘Army, under Ho-lung, had occupied the city of
Chang-Chuan (west of Hankow) and were ad-
vancing upon Wuhan. The Red troops operat-
ing in the territory of the Uchan-Changsha
railway have occupied Siang-Nin and Tzunan.
- The advance guard of the 3rd column of the
Red troops, under Kuan-Tsi-sun has entered
‘the district of Yanlo (zast of Hankow). Thus,
Wuhan has been encircled on all sides by the
Red Army.”’

This is Bolshevism in practice !

A further fact is the revolution now going on
in Spain, which can no longer be suppressed by
force, or demagogy on the part of the bour-
geois-socialist counter-revolution.

The revolutionary development is proceeding
on a world scale in an uneven process, and can
‘never mature in any other manner. How do
we describe this unevenness in our theses?

“ In Germany there is a tremendous sharpen-
ing of class antagonism. On the one hand the
growth of fascism, and on the other hand the
growth of the revolutionary mass struggle, the
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accelerated maturing of the pre-requisites of
revolutionary crisis. Certain other countrie
are either approaching very closely to a revolu
tionary crisis (Poland), or, as a result of the
extreme sharpening of antagonisms at home
and abroad, may find themselves in the situa:
tion of a revolutionary crisis in the near future
(Japan). In India, and the Latin Americai
countries, the development of the revolutionary
crisis is retarded primarily by the low degree o
organisation of the proletariat and the im
maturity of the Communist Parties.- In al
capitalist countries the forces of the interna-
tional proletarian revolution are steadily grows
ing, but in such important countries of world
capitalism as the U.S.A., England and France
the upsurge of the revolutionary movement,
although developing, is still lagging greatl
behind the high intensity of the whole interna
tional situation,'’* ,

Despite this great unevenness, the indisput-
able fact remains, as I have already stated in
my report, that in all important imperialist and
colonial countries, the revolutionary upsurge
has become more pronounced since the last
Plenum of the E.C.C.L.T

This revolutionary upsurge was one of the
main factors that terminated capitalist stabili-
sation. This upsurge also signifies the inter-
national process of transition to a new cycle of
Soviet revolutions. We do not by any means
dispute the possibility of an ebb and flow in
this process of development, in the separate

* Ibid.
+ XIth. March 31, 1931.
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countries. We do not at all imagine the further
growth of the revolutionary movement to be a
‘simple triumphal procession. On the contrary,
'we figure upon an extreme intensification of
class contradictions, of the class struggle; in
which the fighting army of the proletariat will
not only deal blows, but will itself receive
blows also, and we stress the necessity for every
Communist Party not to lose sight o{ the objec-
tive difficulties, but to probe its way carefully
to apply the most expedient methods of sur-
- mounting them. But, all that notwithstanding,
. we now say, and repeat, to our Sections: “ We
are approaching revolutionary crisis al a
whirlwind pace, we are approaching the revolu-
| lion—the preparation of the proletariat, for the
. impending struggle for power, is at stake.”

We have established that the rising radical-
isation of -the proletariat evinces itself pri-
- marily in the fact that the proletarian mass
struggles increase, not only in number and
scope, but assume an increasingly revolutionary
~ character. To fail to recognise this fact, to
- undervalue its significance, would inevitably
~ lead to an opportunist misapprehension of the

revolutionary tasks of the present preparatory
period.

What is the testimony of the numerous poli-
tical strikes which have taken place lately in a
number of countries? What is the testimony
of the barricade fights in connection with
numerous economic strikes, the occupation of
factories by strikers, the violent demonstra-
tions, the numerous street battles of workers
against the police, military and fascists? All
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this testifies, above all, to a fighting mood of
the workers, such as has not been noted, as a
mass phenomenon, for a long time. This
attests to the great possibilities now opening
up for the mobilisation of the widest masses
for class struggle. :
Whoever does not see this, is a blind oppor-
tunist. “ The masses cannot be set in motion,”’
“the workers do not want to struggle ’—such
was, and is, the constant pretext of Right
opportunism in practice.  Latterly, we have
seen innumerable instances,in various countries,
that some of the strikes break out spontane-
ously, without any initiative on the part of the
Communists; or that the workers, belonging to
the reformist trade unions, compel their bureau-
crats to undertake strike action. And the Com-
munists sit and wait round the corner—this was
so in many instances—who believed and com-
plained : “the masses cannot be made to budge,
the workers do not want to struggle, . . .” '
This Right-opportunist disbelief in the possi-
bility of mobilising the masses, this passive
attitude, and often even stubborn resistance to
unfolding revolutionary activity, in the sphere
of mass movements, has not yet been overcome,
by far, in the ranks of our Parties. This con-
stitutes the main danger in our midst, which is
particularly pernicious in the present situation,
and which must be finally overcome in all
organisations of the Party. Here, we must
bear in mind, that this tendency does not
always find expression in passivity in general,;
it can be quite well linked up with active work
on various inner-Party, and other matters. In
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this case, it presents a serious obstacle to the
further development of the revolutionary move-
ment.

The “ Leftist *’ perversion of this opportun-
ist passivity, which hides itself in revolutionary
phrases, forms the second danger in our ranks.
- It may well appear upon the scene, in combina-
. tion with a revolutionary evaluation of the
situation. It lacks no faith in the possibility
~ of mobilising the masses for revolutionary
struggles; it merely lacks will power to do the
necessary Bolshevik work for this mobilisation,
and for the correct carrying out, of these mass
struggles. The pretext, submitted in defence
of this “Left’’ passivity, bears a different
guise from that of the Rights: it (the “ Left *)
alleges that the broad masses are already revo-
lutionary, conscious and active—that there is
no need to go to the trouble of working among
the masses to prepare them, to revolutionise
them, to set them in motion and lead them on-
ward ; that you could save yourself the trouble
of doing this work, by merely proclaiming that
we were steering toward revolutionary mass
struggles, and by radical appeals from without.
Thus, in this case, Bolshevik mass work is not
looked upon as “impossible’’ or “ without
prospect of success,”” but is despised, as if it
were some non-revolutionary, useless or almost
opportunist occupation.

This tendency in our ranks must likewise
completely and unconditionally be now over-
come, if we want to make progress. It is
wrong and harmful. It is based upon an
idealisation of the masses, in general, that is
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erroneous and wholly alien to Bolshevism, and
an over-estimation of our revolutionary influ-
ence, which we have allegedly already gained
upon these masses. In essence, it signifies an
opportunist deference to the spontaneity of the
revolutionary development of the proletariat,
and an actual renunciation of the execution of
the task of the Communist Party : to accelerate
and direct the radicalisation of the broad
masses of the proletariat. Only pars of the
proletariat is first won over to the revolution,
not yet the majority. A part of the proletariat

has already been seized by a strong urge to

engage in the revolutionary mass struggle, but
not yet the majority. But the majority is
already on the way to becoming radicalised. It
can already be mobilised for a movement, to
struggle in some form or other, if we so desire
and know how to lead them in the correct
manner. In some cases it is easy for us to do
so, but in most cases it i1s far from
easy; in some countries it is easier, in
others more difficult. @ The difficulty de-
pends upon many concrete -circumstances,
but mostly it is essentially dependent upon
the influence of the reformist trade union
bureaucracy, and the Social-Democratic Party.
In the first place, we must overcome the influ-
ence of the Social Fascist agency of the bour-
geoisie in the working class, to gain the
majority of the proletariat for the revolution.
And if the “ Lcﬁ "’ deviation under-estimates
the mass influence of reformism, and therefore
does not seriously aid the masses of the workers
to liberate themselves from the spell of reform-
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1sm, the results are not much better than those
of the Right-opportunist under-estimation of
reformism, and its capitulation to it (reform-
ism).

The Comintern has repeatedly emphasised.

the importance for its Sections of working in
the factories, and developing the struggle for
partial demands, for the daily needs of the
labouring masses, during the last few years.
All Sections have reiterated these directives
many times in their resolutions, but only a few
have been able to convert them, to some extent,
into deeds. But the present situation makes
the greatest demands upon all Sections with re-
ference to the scale, and.the pace, of mass
activity. As Comrade Stalin told us, as far
back as 1929, it has now become necessary to
work “ not at the usual pace, but at an acceler-
ated pace, for time waits for no man, and we
- must not allow events to take us by surprise.”’

It is now necessary not to content oneself
- with ordinary results, but to achieve much more
important gains. And now, the favourable
- objective pre-conditions for really great achieve-
ments in revolutionary work are present in all
capitalist countries.

Therefore, it is not sufficient to-day merely
to re-emphasise the necessizy of organising mass
activity. The point at issue now is to guarantee
the fulfilment of our general decisions, and to
achieve greater successes,

How can we mobilise the majority of the
working class really for actions, so that we
shall not merely draw up new resolutions on the
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necessity c¢{ such mobilisation?  That is one
question. -

The second question is: What aim do we

pursue in carrying out the individual struggles
for partial demands ?
- It seems to me that these two questions are
of the greatest practical importance to our
Party at the present time. With reference to
the first question, I will collate what I deem
the most important in the following seven
points : —

(1) Our comrades will not learn how to argue
in a concrete and convincing manner, compre
hensible to the masses, to agitate successfully
and issue correct action slogans, if they do not
come into personal contact with reformist and
other non-Communist workers, to ascertain,
through them, their daily needs, sentiments,
political opinions and objections, and enter into
discussion with them. This is one of the
necessary pre-conditions for steady work by the
Communists; among the masses, especially in
the factories and trade unions.

(2) More important still than constant detail
work among the masses is the correct and
prompt utilisation of the various actual conflicts
in which the workers become involved, either
with the employer, the authorities, the fascists,
or the reformist trade union bureaucrats, as
well as of other occasions which cause a par-
ticular stir among the majority of the workers
Such occasions are often afforded in the fac-
tories by acts of relatively slight injustice, on
the part of the boss or his minions, which can
be utilised, at the right moment, for the pur-

130




of evoking violent protests and even
strikes. It may often be observed that the
general offensive of capitalism does not, imme-
diately, give rise to a broad strike movement.
1f, however, you add to it some act of rela-
tively slight injustice on the part of the em-
ployer, 1t is like the last drop, which
causes the cup of accumulated class-hatred
of the masses to overflow. Here is an illus-
tration supplied by the material of the Com-
munist Party of the United States. A general
wage cut was carried out in a rather large fac-
tory, without encountering any resistance on
the part of the workers. After that, the firm
decided to discontinue paying for the gloves
(which the workers needed for their work) and
decided that the workers must stand the cost of
their working gloves themselves. The price of

a pair of these gloves is not more than 10 cents,
- which is not a great expense item for these
. workers. But this expression of the employ-
. ers’ boundless profit greed immediately evoked
great indignation among the workers.~ To clip
on to such an occasion, at the right moment,
means getting the masses in motion. But our
Party comrade, who was responsible for Com-
munist work in the factory group in question,
did not do this. He explained afterwards:
“I did not want to come out against this
measure, because 1 did not want to show myself
[ a Red, in order not to be given the gate.”’ This
is' opportunism in practice. - If one finds it
impossible to do anything even on such an
occasion, what is the use of speaking about
work in the factories at all?
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It 1s equally important to watch and follow
carefully, not only in the shops, but also on
local and national scale, what current events
evoke particular indignation among the work-
ers, to issue concrete slogans, without delay,
on such occasions, and organise protest move-
ments. In the present situation, it is particu-
larly characteristic that an immense mass action
may arise out of relatively minor immediate
causes. If you observe the history of the origin
of the great mass actions of late, you will find
this to be the case, in most instances.

(3) We must not be unmindful of the fact
that the mobilisation of the majority of the
workers for the struggle, whether in the shop,
in the trade union, at a Labour Exchange, or
in any locality, pre-supposes a manner and
method of approach, and a kind of slogan, and
practical proposals, differentz from an appeal
to the revolutionary minority of the workers.
We pay very little, often no attention whatso-
ever to this difference, in our press, agitational
work and tactics. As a rule, the Communist
newspapers write for their “ own ”’ comrades,
and are, for that reason, seldom read by non-
revolutionary workers and are of almost no
account in the work of enlightening the latter. .
Often the same must be said of the Communist
orators; they forget that “ when it is a question
of the practical action of the masses,”’ as Lenin
said, “ here you get nowhere with propaganda
habits alone, with the mere repetition of the
truths of ‘ pure ’ Communism.’”” Here it is a
question of reckoning not on thousands, as is
done essentially by the propagandist of a small
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- group, which has not yet led any masses, here
you must reckon on millions and dozens of
millions.”” We absolutely must learn how to
- come forward as revolutionary people’s tri-
bunes. Until we do so, we shall not become a
leading party of mass action of the proletariat.
Even in agitating for a simple economic strike,
we must aim to mobilise not only the class-con-
scious minority of the workers, but the entire
mass. The more so in political mass strikes.
It is positively harmful to blur this really im-
portant task by indulging in phrases about the
“ initiative struggles’’ of the revolutionary
minority.

(4) It is the task of the Communists to fight
for the leadership in every mass action. But
they must not forget that in these struggles
during the preparatory period of the revolu-
tion, the method of convincing the masses is to
be considered the principal method. The issu-
ing of orders, military fashion, or the use of
steam-roller tactics cannot win the majority of
the workers to our side. Comrade Stalin has
emphasised that “ day in, day out, the Party
must seek to gain the confidence of the prole-
tarian masses,’’ that it “ must not issue orders,
but must, above all, convince, by bringing home
to the masses the correctness of the policy of
the Party, on the basis of their own experience,
that therefore it must be the leader, guide and
teacher of its class.”” And Comrade Stalin
added : “ To violate these conditions is tanta-
mount to the violation of the most important
inter-relations between the advance guard and
the class, the undermining of the * mutual con-
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fidence ’ (Lenin’s words), the disintegration of |

class as well as Party discipline.”’

(5) A bold application of the forms and
methods " of proletarian democracy, of the
united front from below, to render it easier for
the workers to convince themselves of the cor-
rectness of our policy, on the basis of their own
experience. I have already gone into this so
thoroughly in my report that it is superfluous
to go into further detail on this point in my
concluding remarks.

(6) The special attraction of the proletarian
women to all mass movements. When a Com-
munist Party has learned how to organise its
revolutionary work also amongst the masses of

proletarian women, it may well be said that it

1s a Bolshevik Party. But it is precisely
through their ‘shortcomings in this work that
our Parties reveal that they are only half-way
Bolshevised.  The Communist Party of Ger-
many is also still weak in this domain. For
years they have been busy organising the
women-delegate movement, but what has come
of it? The latest data discloses that, of late,
this work has been developed along a wrong
track; the construction of a separate women’s
srganisation is in progress along the road of
women’s conferences and women’s congresses,
i.e., a reversion to the old feminist form of
organisation, which was rejected as early as the
3rd Congress of the Comintern, July 1g2I.
The Party leadership must mend matters here,
and, in general, this work is to be considered
the work of the entire Party, much more so
than heretofore. In France, the work in this

134

e e ol



:Ehere of activity is completely separated from
e

general Party work, and is conducted abso-
lutely without system. In Poland, until re-
cently, the condition of this work was quite
unsatisfactory, but lately a decided improve-
ment can be noted. In all countries there are

. numerous big factories, and even entire locali-

ties, where' the women workers constitute a
majority of the workers, but where, none the
less, our Party leaderships leave this work en-
tirely, as a departmental task, to some weak
women’s department. Such an under-estima-

. tion of this work is anything but Leninist.

(7) The strike must, beyond doubt, be con-
sidered the most important form of proletarian

. class struggle at the present period.  Where,

however, it is not possible to mobilise the work-
ers immediately for a strike, we must learn how
to apply other forms of mass action that meet
the situation, e.g., protest meetings in the
shops and at the factory gates, the election of
large deputations to the employers and the
authorities, driving this or that especially hated
tool of the exploiters out of the works by mass
force, or short protest strikes. local demonstra-
tions and the like, Leninism decidedly opposes

. the fetishisation of any particular form of
. struggle, or that this, or that, form of struggle

be simply rejected. The most important thing

' in partial struggles is not that the most radical

form of struggle possible should find immedi-
ate application, but that the workers in their
entirety, or the greatest possible majority of
the workers, should participate in the direct
action organised by us. By skilfully starting
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the movement in a form of struggle which is

less radical in itself, but which, in the given
case, brings the widest masses on their toes, it
is often possible to enhance their readiness to
struggle to such a degree that thereby in a
short period of time, a. relatively favour-
able situation is created for the organisa-

tion of an economic or political strike.

We must learn how to apply the general
factory meeting as the simplest form of
mass action, and, in connection therewith, to
utilise various kinds of wmeetings and confer-

ences of factory delegates (also separate meet-

ings of women delegates). The task of revo-

lutionising the economic struggles, the transi-

tion from lower to higher forms of struggle,
the extension and sharpening of the slogans to

meet developments in the struggle and, under

corresponding conditions, the preparation and
execution of the political mass strikes or of the
general strike, are at present of special import-
ance.

The second question concerns the strategic

purpose of the separate partial struggles,
especially of the strikes. This question is often
put in a very hazy manner, or not at all, in the
course of the day-to-day struggles. But in
every individual mass action it is necessary to
be clear on the main objective from the very
start, the political results which we want to
attain in this action, otherwise it is impossible
to work out a correct and suitable tactic.

1

3

QL

pre

The immediate demands for which a strike .
is declared represent no end in themselves and
are not identical with the chief political objec-
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~ tive. The winning of these demands is, of

course, to be considered as the serious purpose
of the struggle. It is to be regretted that our
comrades often forget in practice that there 1s
no use talking of poiitic.af results, if they do
not conduct an absolutely serious struggle for
the immediate demands of the workers. The
struggle to win partial demands is especially
important in the present situation, although
this does not appear to be so superficially.
Formerly, we used to say that reforms are a by-
product of the revolutionary struggle. To-
day this by-product is mich smaller ; its magni-
tude has almost reached the vanishing point.
To-day, as a rule, we are not even dealing with
minor reforms, but with the prevention of major
deteriorations in the position of the workers.
The issue in the struggle is the standard of
living, in most instances the minimum of exist-
ence. But, if the working class successfully
resists the offensive of capitalism, this is apt
to-day to occasion the capitalists’ difficulties a
hundred times greater than were created by the
most important reforms, such as the working
class could formerly achieve, at a time when the
capitalists could always quickly find some
ample compensation. Rec}orms, within the
framework of capijtalism, are a thing of the
past. The hunger offensive will nof rescue
capitalism from the claws of the economic
crisis, but where the working class succeeds in
defending its standards of wages, even if only
partially, it causes considerable woe to
capitalism.

But this fact must not be exaggerated, as if
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the political purpose of the strike struggle con-
sists in weakening the economic basis of the
bourgeoisie by effectively preventing the offen--
sive of capitalism, and thus clearing the path
to revolution, as if the Partial struggles could
be considered a sort of “ partial destruction of
the power of the bourgeoisie.” No, the
material successes of the strikes are insignific-
ant at best, and not appropriate to shake the
positions of the ruling monopoly capitalism
economically. The possible material gains
are, as they have been, a by-product of the
revolutionary struggle, only that now they are
much rarer than formerly.

So what is there left by way of the political
effect of strikes? Tke effect upon the working
class itself remains. What effect? The usual
answer is: the revolutionary experience of the
workers, which they gain, in the struggle in
question.  That is correct, if properly under-
stood. However, not infrequently, it is inter-
preted in the narrow sense, as if it were a ques-
tion of some “ revolutionary training '’ of the
workers, by means of these strikes. This is
absolutely wrong, and its practical effect is

uite harmful, if, in the case of a strike, the
%ommuuists present the matter to the masses in
such a light as if they were going through some
revolutionary gymnasticsor a “dress rehearsal.”
We must be e:toeedingl{rcarcf ] to see to it
that no such harmful phrases appear in the
Communist press, for the masses of the workers
will not tolerate any fooling with strikes.

Often strike statistics are handled in a
manner devoid of criticism. Calculations are

138




‘made showing that so and so many strikes have
taken place, from which one immediately jumps
to the conclusion that, therefore, so and so
many gains have been scored for the revolu-
tionary movement. The matter is not so simple

- as all that. = If all these strikes had really
strengthened the revolutionary movement, this
would be so. But there are strikes which take
place under the leadership of the reformists, in
which the Communists have not given the least
sign of life, or if they participate they can do
it in such a manner that, as a matter of fact,
the authority of the reformists is strengthened.
In such event, the political result of the strike
is negative only. Or there may also be strikes
which are led by Communists, where, however,
serious mistakes are made, with the result that
the masses will turn their backs to the Com-
munists for a long time. The statistics, how-
ever, enumerate these strikes alongside of the
rest that really yielded us positive results with-
out any differentiation. In reality, there is a
substantial difference.

Why is it necessary to stress this point? In
order to emphasise the decisive importance of
removing the shortcomings and mistakes in our
strike tactics. What is the most important
“ revolutionary experience >’ which the working
masses are to receive through the strike move-
ment and other partial struggles in the present-
day preparatory period? This is, above all,
the teaching that the refomists betray their
interests and that the Communists protect their
interests in the right way. Inasmuch as the
majority of the workers has not yet learned this

139



and does not comprehend the necessity of refus-
ing its support to the reformists, the reformists
are enabled to play the role of the main bulwark
of capitalism. It is precisely in the present
period that their mass influence must be de-
stroyed, and the mass movements, the partial
struggles of the present day, are to be utilised
to this end. The fascists cannot win the volun-
tary support of the majority of the workers.
The Social-Democratic Parties, the reformists
can win them, and even now they enjoy great
mass influence which only we Communists can
wipe out. This is the main strategic goal which
we must keep permanently before us in the pre-
sent period.

We must warn our comrades of the danger of
under-estimating the Social-Democratic Party.
The Social-Democratic Party mayagain become
a grave danger, especially in a revolutionary
situation, if we do not do our utmost to drive
a wedge between the Social-Democratic workers
and their leaders, to isolate the Social-Demo-
cratic Party. It should not be forgotten that
in 1918-19 it was the Social-Democratic Party
that saved the bourgeoisie in Germany. The
same is true in many other countries. In 1923
the Social-Democratic influence in Germany
had even penetrated the ranks of the Commun-
ist Party leadership, whereby the revolution
was again rendered impossible.  The greatest
revolutionary struggles are now impending; of
this there can be no doubt, and the question is
whether the Communist Party will be able at
the decisive moment to paralyse the counter-
influence and the counter-revolutionary
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manceuvres of the social-fascists. 7 /#s must
now be made a certainty.

It is not always self-evident that the Social-
Democracy is the main support of the bour-
- geoisie. Some comrades are of the opinion
that, for instance, the position of the Social-
" Democratic Party in Italy contradicts this
- thesis. What did the years of 1921-22 in Italy
teach us? The same as in many other coun-
tries: at every critical moment that really en-
dangers the bourgeoisie, whenever it needs a -
support outside the ranks of its own class to
save itself, Social-Democracy has always
proved itself to be the main support of the bour-
geoisie. And, as the Italian comrades have
reported, even to-day the ideological influence
of Social-Democracy and of reformism in Italy

. is very important, and should not be under-

estimated by any means. The danger would
be small if the social-fascists would always
resort to undisguised strike-breaking tactics, if
they would openly march shoulder to shoulder
with the fascists. Then the role of Social-
Democracy, as the main social support of the
bourgeoisie, would soon come to an end, and
our task would be easier. But that is not how
things stand.

The main blow, as 1 have already stated in
my report, must in the present period of pre-
paring for: the revolution be directed against
social-fascism and the reformist trade union
bureaucracy. This, however, does not at all
mean that the bourgeoisie, that the capitalists,
are not to be considered the main enemy. Our
principal strategic blow, now aimed at social-
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fascism, is likewise aimed simultaneously and
with full force against the class enemy, against
the principal enemy himself, 3

Many of our comrades fail to understand
that a fatal credulity or, as Lenin called it, a
‘* gullible lack of consciousness,’”’ still pervades
the broad masses of the workers, with reference
to the Social-Democratic and reformist leaders.
Their credulity is apt to induce the masses in
critical moments to bestow their confidence first
~ on the social-fascists, if the preceding experi-
ences of the masses and the work prepared by
the Communists has been inadequate. It is one
of the most important tasks of the present day,
in each partial struggle, to overcome this credu-
lous gullibility of the masses of the workers,
with reference to the reformist leaders.

Many comrades emphasised in the discussion
the necessity of improving our mass policy, and
many useful suggestions have been made to the
end that we may not only chatter concerning the
mobilisation of the masses, but really be able to
organise mass actions, to lead correctly and to
win the masses. I, for my part, have drawn
particular attention to the establishment of con-
tact with the broad masses, and I once more
stress the importance of this task. At the same
time, I wish to emphasise most clearly that the
-establishing of contacts with the masses is not
everything, by far. Connecting the Commun-
ist Party with the broad masses is only the
necessary prerequisite for the successful deve-
lopment of the revolutionary mass struggle.
The real leading role of the Communists only
begins with and after the establisnment of con-
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tact with the broad masses of the workers. This
must not be forgotten. And it is correct and
necessary to say that in a correct approach to
the masses we must proceed from the level of
class consciousness already attained by the
majority of the workers concerned—this we
must learn to do. But it must be clearly under-
stood : only proceed from this level, and not
ourselves descend to it. Our main task is to
educate the wide masses, to lead them further,
to raise their activity and their revolutionari-
ness above the present level. If we forget this
but for a moment we cannot help committing
gross opportunist. errors. Precisely of late we
have seen how, while some of our Parties—the
Communist Party of Germany, the Communist
Party of Czecho-Slovakia, and the Communist
Party of Poland—have made considerable pro-
gress in the correct application of the united-
front tactics; in certain cases a number of
opportunist errors could be observed at the same
time. This unavoidable risk of opportunist
error is no ground at all for refraining from
applying united-front tactics, but furnishes
most serious grounds for systematically in-
structing all Party organs and members how
to correctly overcome these errors, and how to
conduct an indefatigable struggle against
opportunist tendencies.

It is not always necessary to institute a
united-front action in the name of the Commun-
ist Party. In many instances it may be more
advisable to do this in the name of some revolu-
tionary mass organisations, as, for instance, in
the name of a trade union, in the case of an

143



economic struggle. Care must, however, be exer-
cised to see that this is not done in opposition to
the Communist Party, but in the sense of solid-
arity with it. In this respect we must also
differentiate between the manner in which a
mass action is to be started and how it is to be
continued. It is absolutely impermissible in
the course of the mass struggle, and in leading
the same further, to conceal the face of the
Party. A correct relation to the Communist
Party must always be safeguarded in the revo-
lutionary mass organisations. A report has
reached us from the United States that the
Communist Party in the Red Textile Workers’
Union is “ almost beyond the pale of the law,”
as one of the members of the Central Committee
e presses himself; the name of the Party is
never heard in this union, and the leading com-
rades in the union consider the Party an
“ obstacle to the construction of trade unions.”’
It is quite possible that this attitude has its
origin 1n a reaction to incorrect leadership on
the part of the Party; but, even if that were so,
it is absolutely impermissible and opportunist.

It is necessary to touch upon the question of
the character of nationalism and chauvinism in
Germany. This question, which was broached
in our theses, was specially elucidated by Com-
rade Thilmann during the discussion (see No.
I. (1933) “ Communist International.””) The
events of the last few days afford us an eppor-
tunity to return once more to this question.
The German bourgeoisie has now exhibited
greater activity in its struggle against the sys-
tem of Versailles. But it would be a great mis-
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take to see only the one side of German nation-
alism and chauvinism, to see only the national
wrath against the yoke of Versailles. There is
also a reverse side to this question : the anxiety
and rage of the German bourgeoisie by reason
of the Communist danger, the danger of the
proletarian revolution. These two sides have
coalesced in present-day German nationalism
and chauvinism. Doubtlessly the German
bourgeoisie, which formerly represented a
mighty imperialist power in its ascendancy, is
inspired with hatrecrggainst the enslavement of
Versailles, and with sentiments of revenge,
against the victorious imperialist Powers. At
the same time, it realises its impotence to engage
in a real struggle against imperialist Powers,
and in the circumstances of the intensified
economic crisis, it is seized with the fear that
German capitalism may collapse, and therefore
it—together with the upper stratum of the petty
bourgeoisie—seeks its revenge at the expense of
the revolutionary working class, of Commun-
ism. The German bourgeoisie has evinced this
feeling of impotence with reference to its im-
perialist power, in the course of many years
through an almost similar cringing before the
mighty imperialists, such as the Chinese bour-
%coisiq has exhibited through the policy of the
uomintang.

Is it now to be entirely different? I de not
think so. =~ What has been the nationalism of
the Nazis in the question of the territories of
German nationalities, severed from Germany?
An open betrayal of the national cause of the
Tyroﬁeesz. Unconditional surrender in the
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Anschluss-Question of the Austrians. The
Nazi leaders have not even dared to put point-
blank the question of the reunion of the gglish
“territories snatched from Germany, with their
German population. Instead of that, they only
dared to wreak their Fascist frenzy on the Ger-
man revolutionary working class. Now the
Papen Government advances its demand for an
equal status in the question of disarmament.
This concession the Papen Government seeks
to purchase from French imperialism,
through its anti-Soviet policy; and, besides,
it seeks to make this deal acceptable by
mtimating that a larger German army is neces-
sary against the internal foe. But it is clearly
perceptible how little all this is appropriate to
reconcile French imperialism with this demand
of German imperialism. The French imperial-
ists are not at all averse to having the German
bourgeoisie make every effort to throttle the
internal enemy, and they are prepared to wel-
come the fact that the German bourgeoisie is
conducting a palpably anti-Soviet policy. But
it is quite a different matter to meet German
claims to equal imperialist status. The French
bourgeoisie may be expected to reply to the
German bourgeoisie somewhat as follows: “ At
home you have set up an internal Versailles
system against the working class, and there
you can exert as muoch pressure as you
want, for aught we care; but your aspiration
that our Versailles peace treaty be abrogated
and you be given an equal status with us in the
question of armaments is an idiotic Utopia! *’
And as far as their anti-Soviet imperialist policy
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is concerned, this should strengthen French,
Polish and British imperialism, but not German
imperialism.  If, however, the German bour-
geoisie should take steps to attain its demands,
the French Government can without doubt find
some “ section 48 ** or other in the international
imperialist treaties, or can make use of some
“emergency decree’”’ of the League of Nations.

Comrade Thilmann told us yesterday in his
speech what the programme is, which the Com-
munist Party is opposing to the fascist-nation-
alist programme. The Communist Party fights
for the complete liquidation of the Versailles
system of enslavement in all its constituent
parts, but it simultaneously fights for the social
liberation of the workers of Germany. It now
sets up its concrete programme of national and
social liberation, and we are convinced that the
Communist Party of Germany will be able to
utilise the rich experience which it has gained
during all the previous turns in the German
revolutionary movement in its struggle for this.
programme, by overcoming the weaknesses
which, of late, have been 1n evidence in the
work of the German Communist Party. Com-
rade Thilmann in his speech (see No. 1., “Com-
munist International,’”’ 1033), has subjected
these weaknesses to frank self-criticism. I call

_the attention of those German comrades, who

latterly have much more indulged in sharp
criticism of the Party leadership than engaged
in self-criticism, to the fact that there is a gif—
ference between criticism and criticism.
Criticism which helps the Party is one thing.
Such criticism has been exercised by us at the
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Plenum. But the Comintern will certainly set

its foot down upon undermining criticism

against the Party leadership. The E.C.C.I.
supports the present leadership of the Commun-
ist Party of Germany. It is convinced that the
latter will now be able to overcome its weak
points and to lead the masses of the German
proletariat to victorious class struggles.

I am in solidarity with the formulation given
by Comrade Manuilsky concerning the charac-
ter of the fascist regime in Germany that it is
one of the forms of fascist dictatorship. It
seems to me to be of the utmost importance that
we do not, in any way, under-estimate or slur
over the necessity of an active struggle against
German fascism. We are dealing here not only
with the struggle against the National Social-
ists. Thus we have seen recently that the

- “ Stahlhelm » is a deciding factor in the class
struggles in Germany of particular importance,
which dare not be under-valued in any event.
Though it does not represent a great mass
organisation, it consists of picked and well-
equipped fighting forces of the bourgeois
counter-revolution. Already significant sym
toms of disintegration may be noted in the
ranks of the fascist mass movement. But the
political conclusion that we ought to draw from
this' may under no circumstances be that we
abide the automatic disintegration of fascism
On the contrary. The more the symptoms of
its disintegration multiply, the more we must
intensify our anti-fascist mass struggle and our
struggle against the ideology of nationalism
and chauvinism. The mass influence of the
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Social democracy is on the wane. This like-
wise gives rise to the conclusion: not to rest for
a moment in the struggle against Social-Democ-
racy, but to redouble - and intensify this
struggle tenfold! From day to day we see
how in Germany the anti-fascist united front,
initiated by the Communist Party of Germany
between the Communist, Social-Democratic and
even Christian workers, between the Red Front
Fighters and members of the Reicksbanner,
grows and marches on. Yesterday we received
the news of the anti-fascist mass demonstration
in Diisseldorf. Every one of us received this
piece of news with the greatest joy.  This is
the path of the correct preparation of the Ger-
man proletariat for the impending struggles for
power.

Comrades, in all that we have said at this
Plenum concerning the forms, methods and

-~ content of the Bolshevik mass policy we have

once more endeavoured to impart to our Sec-
tions “ a portion of the Russian experience,”” as
Lenin expressed himself. You may recall his
words at the IVth World Congress on the occa-
sion of the question: how can our comrades in
the capitalist countries absorb a portion of the
Russian experience? He said: “1 don’t know
how this will be done. Perhaps the fascists in
Italy, for instance, will do us a good turn by
showing the Italians how, after all, they
are not yet so highly cultured, that the deve-
lopment of the black hundreds in Italy
have become impossible.” Precisely by
struggling against fascist banditry and terror
quite a number of our Sections have doubtlessly
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accumulated useful experiences so far on how
incessant revolutionary work among the masses
must be conducted, in correct Bolshevik
fashion. But the task itself is difficult. At
all events, it cannot be said that our Parties, no
matter how much they may have missed or
neglected in the sphere of work in the shops
and reformist trade unions, made no attempts
to organise this work properly. No, numerous
attempts have been made, and in individual
actions we could even point to a number of suc-
cessful steps. But 1t is not so easy to get
constant, proper Bolshevik work in the shops
and trade unions started, to adapt the “ Rus-
sian experience,”’ not in a stereotyped manner,
but correctly, to the West-European and
American conditions. This we are still far
from having mastered sufficiently, yet it is
quite possible and necessary to learn how to do
so.
We must determinedly liquidate every “ scis-
sors »’ (divergence—ED.) between our decisions
and their practical execution; must call a halt
to fictitious “ paper-leadership,”’ to our count-
less circulars and protocols, must encourage the
local Party organisations to take the initiative
and—without making a fetish of inner-Part
democracy—remove super-centralism, whi
has developed in many of our Sections to the
detriment of their work. The development of
really Bolshevik cadres, as is required by the
forthcoming period of great revolutionary
struggles, must be pursued with much greater
energy and system than heretofore.

We have deemed it expedient in the further
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elaboration of our theses to abridge the original
draft considerably. But I believe I am ex-
pressing the opinion of the Political Commis-
sion, and of the Presidium, when I say that the
detailed advice given to combat the shortcom-
ings and errors in our mass work, which part
was dropped in the process of abridgement, has
not simply been dropped overboard. On the
contrary, special tactical commentaries on the
abridged theses, which are now in your hands
to be voted upon by you, will in all probability
be published.

Now let me add a few words on the internal
questions of the French and Spanish Party
leadership. The work of the Communist Party
of France was taken in hand by a special com-
mittee of the Plenum, which has not yet ter-
minated its labours. The work of the commis-
sion has shown that the present cendition of
affairs in the leadership of the Communist
Party of France affords occasion for uneasi-
ness. The E.C.C.I. will take all steps possible
to help the French Party to completely over-
come its weak spots, which are in evidence.

The Communist Party of Spain, as you all
know, has shown some successes of late. But
the Party could have achieved better results, in
the mobilisation of the masses, if the Party had
not been headed by Comrades Bullejos and
Adaimn, who have represented a Sectarian line,
not by chance, but from conviction, and who
have been supported from here by Comrade
Trilla. They have sabotaged various decisions
of the Communist International, and now, after
the arrest of the responsible Party workers in
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Spain, they attempt to seize the Party leader-
ship and remove the other comrades. The
Political Commission of the Plenum has gone
into this question, and decided to invite the
comrades concerned here, to put a stop to such
disruption of the Party leadership. I hope that
the Plenum will agree to this line.

At the outset of my remarks I referred to
the under-estimation of the international signi-
ficance of the Soviet Union as an expression of
opportunism. This under-estimation is not
always conscious in form and may often appear
disguised in a pleasing form, e.g., in the for-
mulation “ defence of the Soviet Union as a
duty of international solidarity.”’ By posing
the question in this restricted manner we block
our path to the mobilisation and revolutionising
of the masses. The defence of the Soviet
Union is absolutely necessary. @ What do we
defend in the capitalist countries, when we fight
for the Soviet Union? 'We must understand
what is most important: we defend the basis
of the international revolution, the basis of the
socialist revolution of each individual country.
In doing so, the German workers defend in the
first place the international basis of the Ger-
man revolution, the French workers defend
the international basis of the French revolution,
etc. We must therefore make it clear to the
warkers of all capitalist countries that it is not
at all merely a question of fulfilling a duty of
international solidarity with respect to the
Soviet Union, but we need the support of the
Soviet Union no less than the Soviet Union
needs our support.
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In the struggle against war the greatest
danger in our ranks does not consist in the fact
that our organisations cannot lead the struggle,
but in the fact that they remain fixed to the
abstract anti-war phraseology, in the fact that
they are not able to develop an effectual mass
struggle against the concrete measures of the
war and intervention policy of the bourgeois
government—measures which it is not always
easy to unmask, because the bourgeoisie cun-
ningly disguises them. The point is to mobi-
lise, not only the masses of the workers, but
also the allies of the proletariat, the masses of
the peasantry and other toilers against the war
danger. We must work during the forthcom-
ing period, with increased energy, to mobilise
the liberation movement of the oppressed
nations of Europe, and everywhere else. This
sphere of activity has been neglected in all
countries, where there are oppressed nations. I
laid particular stress upon this task at the last
Plenum, and now its importance is to be en-
hanced. In this struggle, the successful un-
masking of the national reformist parties is of
special importance. As soon as the war

anger, on the part of Japan, against the Soviet
Union became acute, we were treated to the
spectacle in Poland, for instance, of a frenzied
anti-Soviet Union hue and cry raised by the
various national-reformist groups of the
Ukrainian bourgeoisieon the pretextof defend-
inﬁ the interests of some Ukrainian colony or
other, which is leading a perfectly peaceful life
in the Far East on the territory of the Soviet
Union—that is to say, for an alliance with
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apanese imperialism, for the purpose of fight-
;Ing the Sovg: Union. Thesen;?: the get%try
who claim to represent the national cause of the
Ukrainian people, who are being oppressed by
the Polish bourgeoisie! It is our task to un-
mask such traitors to the anti-imperialist libera-
tion struggle of the Ukrainians, but to unmask
them so that the Ukrainian peasant masses can
really see them through and through.

The example of the Japanese Communist
Party which, as I have already stated in my
report, has done the best work so far in the
anti-war struggle, should, in the immediate
future act as an incentive to all the remaining
Sections of the Comintern, in the capitalist
countries, to improve their work in the bour-
geois armies. At the same time, the proletarian
self-defence must be organised everywhere and
further developed.

If but little was said at this Plenum about
the colonial movement, this is by no means to
be interpreted as an under-valuation of this
movement. A powerful increase in the revolu-
tionary upsurge may be observed in the
colonial and semi-colonial. countries, and a
number of Communist Parties, in these coun-
tries, have done splendid work, in the mobilisa-
tion of the masses, for the revolutionary
struggle. This is especially true of the C/inese
Communist Party. This Party works under
the constant threat of the executioner’s axe out-
side the Soviet territories, under diffi-
ties that are not exceeded in any other country.
There, the physical destruction of all revolu-
tionists that they can lay their hands on is the

154




rule and an almost daily occurrence. The Com
munist Party of China deserves great cred-
for not having lost its contacts, and playing an
important part in the imperialist mass move-
ment, despite this bloody terror. At the same
time, however, we draw the attention of the
Communist Party of China to its neglect of
trade union work, especially to the absolutely
inadequate use it made of the last anti-imperial-
ist upswing of the masses, to strengthen the
revolutionary trade union movement. .

Comrades, our programme has predicted that
“ the development of the contradictions within
modern world economy, the development of the
general capitalist crisis, and the mighty im-
perialist attack upon the Soviet Union 1nevit-
ably lead toa mighty revolutionary outbreak
which must overwhelm capitalism in a number
of so-called civilised countries, unleash the vic-
torious revolution in the colonies, broaden the
base of the proletarian dictatorship to an enor-
mous degree, and thus with tremendous strides
bring nearer the final world victory of Social-
ism.”’—(“ Programme of the Communist In-
ternational,”” page 50.)

It seems to me that this is the perspective,
which must now be borne in mincﬁe when we
speak of the world-historic process of the tran-
sition to a new round of revolutions and wars.

The task of the present, which we set down
in the theses as the general task of the Comin-
tern and of our Sections in all capitalist coun-
tries, is the concrete struggle against the offen-
sive of capitalism against fascism and reaction,
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against the approaching imperialist war and
intervention against the Soviet Union. These
are not three separate and distinct tasks, but
they are inseparably intertwined, so that they
are to be considered as essentially one single
task of struggle. To wrangle over whether
this struggle 1s defensive or offensive in charac-
ter would harbour a scholastic contra-position.
If we are real Bolsheviks, we will do everything
in. our power to develop every defensive
struggle mto a mighty counter-attack of the
proletariat.

But, whatever be the character of the sepa-
rate economic and political mass struggles of
the present, the point is to prepare the prole-
tariat, in the course of all these struggles, for
the decisive mass struggle. The point is to win
the majority of the working class for revolu-
tion. Lenin said: “ No wvictory can be won
with the vanguard alone. To throw the van-
guard alone into the decisive struggle, while
the wide masses do not directly support the
vanguard, or at least practise a benevolent
neutrality with reference to it, and have ex-
hibited their absolute inability to support their
opponents would not only be folly but also a
crime.”’ ;

The point therefore is to form, in the words
of Comrade Stalin, the “ political mass army,”’
which will not only fight for power, but will
also be victorious in this fight. This political
army of millions is the proletarian united front,
which must now be forged under the leadership
of the Communists in all capitalist countries.
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The point is now Zo organise and assure the
victory. This is being done under the leader-

~ ship of the Communist Party of every indivi-

dual country, under the leadership of the Com-
munist International.

e S Ol

SHORT BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE ON
O. W. KUUSINEN

Reprinted from the “ Communist International,”
No. 18, Oclober 15lh, 1931.

E is fifty years of age and has spent twenty-
I I six years in the revolutionary struggle in
Finland and thirteen years in the ranks of
international bolshevism. From being the leader
of the small Communist Party of Finland he has
advanced to being one of the workers on the staff
of the world revolution. Since the Third Con-
gress of the Comintern he has been a member of
its Executive Committee, one of the Secretariat
of the E.C.C.I. and a member of its presidium.
Such, in short, has been the career of Comrade
Kuusinen.

In 1go5 Comrade Kuusinen took his degree as
Master of Philosophy, but he was not attracted
by an academic career. He did not remain con-
tent with the lofty abstractions of academic
science, but plunged into the wave of revolution
in 1905, took part in the general strike, and was
one of the Finnish red guards.
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Becoming editor of the theoretical organ of the
Finnish Social-Democratic Party, * The Socialist
Journal,”’ and its central organ, ‘“ Tyuameyess,”’
Comrade Kuusinen was always on the left wing
of the * Social-Democratic Party, struggling
against opportunism, ministerialism, etec.

The defeat of the Finnish revolution in 1918
was the result fundamentally of a repetition of
the errors of the Paris Commune. Comrade
Kuusinen, who had taken part in leading this
revolution and had been a member of the late
revolutionary government, was the first after the
defeat to submit to the criticism of the Finnist
revolution from the bolshevist point of view and
so lay the ideological foundations for a new Com-
munist Party in Finland. But he was not only
one of the foundation members of the Communist
Party of Finland, he also stood at the cradle of
the Communist International. At the First Con-
gress of the Communist International, Comrade
Kuusinen opposed those comrades who con-
sidered that it was as yet premature to announce
that Communist conference as a congress, ‘I
think,”’ said Comrade Kuusinen, ‘‘that the
strength of the new International will be com-
mensurate with the strength of the revolutionary
. proletariat and not with the strength of this small
gathering.”’

Comrade Kuusinen having sketched the theo-
retical foundations of a Finnish Communist
movement in his pamphlet, * Revolution in Fin-
land,” now proceeded to translate these theoties
into practice. Under the threat of execution he
carried on underground work in Finland and was
active there from May, 1910, to the summer of
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920, while the most rigorous terrorism was in
TOg , during which, thanks to his courageous
con uct he twice succeeded in escaping the
pohce cordons of the Finnish executioners.
- While he was working underground, Comrade
Kuusinen laid in Finland the foundations of a
legal revolutionary mass party working under
the leadership of an illegal Communist Party.

His practical experience in organisational
work in Finland of uniting legal and illegal work
and his study of Leninism gave Comrade
Kuusinen the possibility of working out for the
Third Congress of the Communist International
theses on organisational construction and the
tasks of a Communist Party. On the subject of
these theses, Comrade Lenin wrote to Comrade
Kuusinen on the roth of June, 1921 :—

“I have read through your article (three
chapters) and theses with great pleasure.’” At
the same time, in another letter, Comrade Lenin
insisted that Comrade Kuusinen should without
fail read to the Third Congress this document on
the question of organisation, remarking in this
connection : ‘* He (Kuusinen) necessarily knows
and thinks’’ (underlined by Lenin). At the
Fourth Congress of the Communist International,
Comrade Lenin said on the subject of these
theses: ‘“ The resolution is excellent, but it is
almost purely Russian, that is entirely bound up
with Russian conditions.” Comrade Kuusinen
thoroughly assimilated this critical observation
of Comrade Lenin, and in his further work for
the Communist International has striven strenu-
ously to translate bolshevik tactics from ‘¢ the
Russian language *’ into the language of the cor-
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responding sections of the Communist Inter- }

national, studying all their individual local
conditions. -

Comrade Kuusinen, like a real bolshevik,
having assimilated Leninism, has fought against
all deviations from the general line of the Com-
munist International. He has combated ¢ left *’
Trotskyism and the policy of Ruth Fischer; at
the Sixth Congress he struggled against the
right opportunist theory of “ decolonisation.”
At the Tenth Plenum of the E.C.C.I. he fought
against the conciliatory criticism of capitalist
rationalisation. But besides this, in his day to
day work for the Communist International and
in all those spheres to which he has devoted
special attention (i.e., national and colonial
problems), having studied the testaments of
Lenin, he strives always to face a question con-
cretely and ever to adopt a flexible tactic and one
which is a result of careful reflection on the
subject to be approached.

We send our good wishes to this professional
revolutionary who has so staunchly defended the’
banner of Leninism in his responsible post in the
Communist International, and hope that for
many years to come he will fight for thjs banner
till the victory of the world revolution, :

(Signed) Wilhelm Pieck, J. Bratkovsky,
O. Piatnitzky, Manner, P.
Furubottn, Bela Kun, J. Sirola,
D. Manuilsky, Sen Katayama,
Khatavey, Kolarov, Furini,
Knorin, Okano, Chemodanov.
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