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Revolutionary Struggle of the Toiling 
Masses of Japan 

By OKANO 

I. War Preparations Against the U.S.S.R. 

THE entire policy of ~he Japanese ruling class, internal 
as well as external, is at the present time concentrated 

on the preparation of an attack against the U.S.S.R. 
In April this year, the official Reservist Association, pat- · 

ronized by the War Niinister and claiming a membership of 
three million ex-soldiers, published a popular pamphlet en­
titled The World Plot, and the C ontWtunist Pa.rty of .T a pan. 
The author of this patnphlet writes: . 

''The Cotnmunist Party of Japan is the catspaw of the Soviet 
go\rernment, which aims at annexing Japan through the Comin­
tern. In other words, the C.P. of Japan is the spy, the hireling of 
Russia. . . . Red Russia's action is of a double nature; invasion 
by arms and invasion by thoughts. We hope that the reader of 
this book will realize whether the Non-Aggression Pact is good 
or bad.'' 

The itnportance of this book is not only that it is pub-
• 

lished openly by powerful n1ilitary tnass organizatio~s, but 
also, that it is highly recotntnended by the present War Min­
ister, Araki, in the introduction he wrote to it. In June the 
same Araki wrote about his political views to the Pritne 
Minister as follows : 

''The solution of the problem of dangerous thoughts [that 
means Communism-G.] is the basis of all national questions, and 
it a.ffects the fate of our nation. . . . In connection with the dis­
semination of these thoughts, Japan's attitude to the U.S.S.R. is 
of vital importance.'' (Jiji, ·June 7.) 

When ·Con1rade Molotov n1ade a reply ·to the provoca­
tions of the Japanese imperialists at the celebration of the 
Sixteenth Anniversary of the October Revolution i11 Mos-
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cow, the Japanese press expressed the attitude of the Japan­
ese government toward his ·speech: 

''The government and the people must unite national opinion 
on the U.S.S.R. and express its decisive attitude. That is to say, 
we must prep~re to answer the U.S.S.R. with politics of power 
and diplomacy of power ...• Japan must take a firm policy 
against the U.S.S.R.'' (Mansku-Nippo, Nov. 9, 19 3 3.) 

Already in October, 1933, Araki told the press that ''The . 
great events will become mature within a twelven1onth." 
(Nihon, Oct. 8, 1933.) This means that he is affirming that 
Japanese imperialism is preparing to attack the U.S.S.R. 
shortly. 

War against the revolutionary proletariat of Japan and. 
against the fatherland of the world proletariat this is tl1e 
central, basic policy of the J a_panese bourgeoisie, landlords 
and monarchy. -

Comrade Kuusinen already spoke about th_e war prepara­
tions and the provocations of the Japanese imperialists 
against the U.S.S.R. Everybody knows that the Japanese 
government, led by Araki, persistently refused to negotiate 
\vith the U.S.S.R. on the question of concluding a non­
aggression pact. It is deliberately sabotaging the negotiations 
in connection with the sale of the Chinese Eastern Rail­
way, which was proposed by the U.-S.S.R. In October 1933 
the Japanese tnilitary cliqtte atte111pted to capture by force 
all the lines of this railway, but this intrigue was exposed 
in time by the Soviet government and ended in temporary 
failure. 

Japan is now feverishly preparing for war. The military 
expenditures provided in· the budget for next year amount 
to I,230,ooo,ooo yen. This constitutes 6o per cent of the 
budget. A large amount is allotted to the reorganization and 
mechanization of the artny. This reorganization is aimed at 
fitting the Japanese artny for battle on the plains of Siberia. 
In 1933, 1 ,6oo special officers were newly drafted from the 
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reserves. Militarization of the youth and schools is going on 
with rapid strides. In the same year a huge mass auxil­
iary military organization entitled the "National Defence 
League,'' with a membership of ten million, was organize~ 

. . •• l 

by the military authorities. This organization embraces all 
existing 11ationalist youth organizations. 

In one year _about fifty new works were built in Japan, 
in which tanks, aerop~anes, trucks, explosives and other 
Il1ttnitiot1s are to be prodttced. We ha\re no figures of tl1e 
rapid increase of their production, but the consumption of 
iron and steel increased ·by 35 per cent in the first half of 
1933 as compared with the last half of the previous year . 

.l~long with the growing trend of anti-Soviet propaganda 
and provocation, military tnaneuvers directed against the 
U.S.S.R. were carried out in 1933 in the Fukui District, 
which is the strategic ·base against the U.S.S.R. In Septetn-
ber a n1aneuver took place on a large scale in Kyushu, for 
\vhich all 111echanical f·orces were mobilized; in Tokyo also 
air defence maneuvers were carried out against an illlagin­
ary air attack from the Red i\rmy. 

Already in . June 1932, the chief commande! of the army 
declared that there were munitions and provisions in Man­
churia with which 6oo,ooo soldiers could be supplied, i.e., 
three tin1es tnore than the ordinary artny . 

. Under pretext of offering relief to the army and inc~eas­
ing emigration, a large nutnber of soldiers have been dis-

. 
patcl1ed to l\1anchuria to settle there, inclt1ding 2,200 ex-
soldiers sent under the pretext of finding employinent. There 
are 6oo soldier settlers in Kiting. The Ministry of the Col­
Ot1ies published a scl1e1ne for the dispatch of another 2,000 

soldier-settlers. 
The most important preparation against the U.S.S.R. was 

the now completed construction o.f the strategically most 
itnportant railway line between Korea and Manchuria, which 
connects Japan \vith . tl1e center of l\1anchuria in two and 
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a half days. With the completion of this railway, Japan can 
send an army of two million and a half to the borders of 
the U.S.S.R. in half the titne required before. New air lines 
and military roads were constructed, covering the whole of 
Manchuria. A direct telephone line frot11 Tokyo to the 
capital of Manchuria was established. 

These are facts taken frotn the Japanese press, which 
show the furious preparations for war made by Japan 
against the U.S.S.R. 

II. The Fascist, Military Di~tatorship 
In order to carry through their aggressive war policy 

and · the ruthless suppression of the working class move­
tnent with uttnost resolution and cruelty, the Japanese ruling 
classes are striving to concentrate all their political forces 
in the so-called "strong government." The slogan "strong 
government'' is the slogan cotnmon to all strata of the ruling 
class. 

The tneaning of this slogan is to strengthen the existing 
monarchist apparatus under the Mikado, because the Japan­
ese monarchy is a .highly-centralized state apparatus which 
represents the interests of the big bourgeoisie and the land­
lords, decides and carries through their unified policies, and 
is at the satne titne a powerful repressive weapon which 
surpresses ~ ·ail resistance of: the masses of the people with 
the help of the fiercest military-police terror, surpassing even 
the furious terror in the countries of European fascistn. 

A question arises: Is the coming dictatorship a mere repe­
tition of the existing tnonarchy? Is there nothing new in 
the coming government of the fascist monarchist military 

· clique? 
Yes, there are very important differences. Firstly, the 

fact that monopoly capital will ·be much more closely and 
strongly combined with the monarchist elements, increasing 
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its political weight in the coming government. Secondly, the , 1 

fact that this government will strive to smash all existing 1 • 
) 

legal and semi-legal proletarian mass organizations with •I 

more brutal methods, and at the same time to start imme.!. 1 

diately the military attack against the U.S.S.R. Thirdly, a ' ' 
.. 

more i111portant difference lies in the fact that the new dic-
tatorship will use social demagogy and utilize the fascist , 
mass movements in order to win the support of the petty~- , ' : 
bourgeois masses, just as • formerly Parliament was utilized; 1 

for deceiving the masses, and in this way to find a new mass 
basis for the monarchy in the petty bourgeoisie in the vil­
lages and towns, which in Japan constitutes to a much 
greater extent a predominant 111aj ority of the population 
than in Europe. It is this fascization of the tnonarchy 
wl1ich is quite new. This is the peculiar character of Japanese 
reaction and fascism. Herein lies the most dangerous char­
acter of the new type of monarchist dictators.hip. Under­
estimation of this difference may lead to opportunist passiv-. 
ity in the fight against the most reactionary 4dictatorship. 

It is almost certain that ·the tnilitary clique of Japan will 
become the central figure in the coming most re-actionary 
goverrunent, be·cause it is the 111ost powerful force in the 
Japanese monarchist system whose political importance, 
great as it is, will yet increase tnore and more with the 
approach oj a new great war and wit.h the sha.rpening of the 
class struggle in the country. This military clique is follow­
ing the examples of Italian and German fascism. In order 
to seize power, the military is utilizing the social discontent · 
of the broad strata of the petty bourgeoisie in the villages 
and towns utilizing their disillusion . in the parliamentary 
parties, utilizing their antagonisms against finance capital 
in order to strengthen its political po·sition and to tnobilize 
the Illasses for war. 

The military clique is taking advantage of every oppor-
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tunity to give the small and the middle bourgeoisie the im­
pression that the military clique is the only force which ca11 

( 

t bring Japan out of the present and avert the future crisis. 
. !A.raki pretends to be the saviour of the peasants by pro­
. ' posing a large amount for relief funds for the peasants, and 

b)' chattering loudly about relief for the villages. His fol­
lowers young officers who participated in Inukai's assas­

:, sination last year loudly expressed their indignation with 
c ·finance capital and the parliatnentary parties which sacri-
1 ficed the interests of the villages. Araki also assumed the 

role of a saviour of ·the 111iddle and small tnanufacturers by 
declaring that all orders for n1unitions will be delivered to 
them and therefore they will profit from the huge a111ount 
of ·the military budget. 

Araki is making use ~£ the dissatisfaction of the small 
and middle bourgeoisie for the establishment of the tnilitary 
dictatorship, directing this discontent against the parliamen­
tary parties which are rotten to the core. 

T·he military ·clique relies, first of all, on the officers of 
the artny and navy in active service, the Reservist Associa­
tion, which I mentioned previously, and other military aux­
iliaries organizations which reach considerable numbers. 
Of particular importance are the chauvinist organizations of 
the young officers who take the direct con1tnand of the sol­
diers and are closely linked up with the landlords and 
kulaks . 

. Secondly, the military clique relies on the numerous 
·nationalist, sen1i-f~scist and fascist organizations, the tnajor­
ity of which are reorganized frotn either the old reactionary 
organizations or the social-detnocratic parties. These organ­
izations are trying to copy European fascism, utilizing vari­
ous methods of social-detnagogy; however, up to the present 
time they have not succeeded in winning the masses. 

At the same time, without abandoning their demagogic 
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slogans about fighting finance capital and so-called bourgeois 
parties, the military clique is simultaneously seeking to get 
on. closer terms with finance capital, trying to prove that 
the army is the most organized force in the struggle for the 
way out of the crisis and the only power capable of saving 
the country from revolution and to carry out the counter-
revolutionary war against the U.S.S .. R 

It is important to note that some representatives of the 
big bourgeoisie openly clamor for such a military dictator­
ship. Tsuda, director of the biggest cotton spinning com­
pany, Kanetafuchi, in one of his articles wrote: 

''The military circles will attain political power. The present 
politicians have already lost their raison d'etre.'' (Kitttgyo-no­
Sekai.) 

The Japanese bourgeoisie considers the establishrllent of 
such a tnilitary dictatorship to ·be inevita!ble. T.he present 
Minister of Finance said openly that: 

• 
''If affairs continue to run in their present course, it is greatly 

to be feared that Japan will be don1inated by a dictatorship.'' 
(Trans-Pacific.) 

In Japan the establishment of a still harsher terrorist 
military-fascist dictatorship in the name of the Mikado is 
very near at hand. This is extremely important and dan­
gerous for the revolutionary movement of Japan, as well as 
for the world proletariat, since Japanese imperialistn is the 
tnost ruthless suppressor of the workers' movement and the 
direct instigator of war against the U.S•.S.R., as well as the 
initiator of a new world war. 

A stubborn fight to crush such an attempt is the chief 
task of the Japanese ~Corntnunist . Party. We tnust explain 
to the masses that the present Saito government is a govern­
ment which directly prepares the establishment of the most 
reactionary· dictatorship, that so~ial fascism and fascism are 
supporting this counter-revolutionary attempt of their mas-
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ters by poisoning the n1asses with social-demagogies, that 
such a n1ilitary-tnonarchist dictatorsl1ip brings to the tnasses 

tnore oppression and repression, 111ore starvatio11, n1ore 
calamities. In fighting this, we tnust n1obilize not only the 
proletariat and poor peasants, but also all elen1e11ts which are . 
against war and reactio11. 

III. Chauvinism and War 

The cl1ief' weapon in the l1ands of the rttli11g classes for 
the pttrpose of 111aintaining tl1eir influence on the broad 
n1asses of the petty-bourgeoisie is chauvit1ist11, patriotism at1d 
natio11alisn1. All fascist reactionary, patriotic organizatiot1s, 
as well as the Social-Democratic parties and trade unions, 
are beit1g fully mobilized for chattvinist propaganda at1d 
carry _on their campaigns under the directio11 of tl1e tnilitar)r. 

Chauvinist slogans have undergOne a change a-ccording to 
the developn1e11t of the \var situation. · 

For exan1ple, at tl1e otltlJreak of the 111ilitary i11terventio11 
in l\1anchuria in September 193 I, the Japanese ruling classes, 
headed b)' tl1e 111ilitary clique, put tli) such promising slogat1s 
as ''Paradise in ~1ancl1uria," ''\"Tat· Bootn," ''Prospe~ity 

Comes fro111 l\fancl1uria," ''No l\Iore Une111ployt11ent," etc. 

However, in t\vo years of war the Japanese rttlers have 
been betrayit1g these pron1ises and tl1e expectations of the 
people. Japan is losing more than sl1e is gaining frorri ~rar. 
This is recognized e\ren by Araki. Early this yea1· l1e tnade. 
a re{JOrt 011 tl1e war to the Mikado, i11 \vl1ich l1e adn1itted 
tl1at ''the ecot1on1ic acl1ie,re111ent of the l\1anchuriat1 eve11t 
\\ras secot1dar)r-tl1e 1)ri111ar)', cl1ief acl1ie\ret11e11t ,,.v·as tl1e Ut1i-

fication of the nation." ( Asalii.) · 
. . 

' 

The econon1ic crisis, a11d, above all, tl1e agraria11 crisi '"' , 
have t1ever·lessened, but 011 tl1e contrary are takit1g on sharper 
forms. The exploitatio11 of l\1Iancl1uria cat111ot cot11pet1sate 
for the colossal amot111t of v\rar expe11ditures at1d the great 
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loss of Japanese trade in Central China. The _war has 
already incurred an expenditure of 573,ooo,ooo yen of state 
finances, while tl1e vvar estitnate for the 11ext fiscal year will 

· atnount to I ,2~3o,ooo,ooo ye11. This bttclg·et swallows the total 
of tl1e state it1co111e, and creates a huge deficit of' one billion 
yen. Tl1is deficit is covered by the repeated issue of state 
loans, which alread)' total 11early nine billion yen. Tl1e n1ere 
it1terest on these loa11s atnottnts to 111ore than soo,ooo,ooo 
)'en in a year. This is cattsing a co111plete breakdow11 of tl1e 
state finances. 

Japan stands 011 the eve of a great fina11cial crisis, which 
tnay lead to tl1e co111plete bankrttptcy of 11atio11al econotny. 
This situation 111akes the frictio·n between the ruling circles 
ever sl1arper and sl1arper. It is true tl1at tl1e tetnporar)' 
''boo111'' in the \var industries at1d foreig11 tracle has pro­
duced colossal profits for the n1ilitarists and a hat1dful of 
finat1cial and indttstrial n1agt1ates, bt1t this ''boo,111'' l1as 
ne\rer clecreased the 11t1n1ber of t1nemployed workers. r·t has 
transfor111ecl the cout1try into a huge workl1ouse of prison­
ers \vatched by gendar111es. Working hours it1 the war in­
dustries are get1erally fro111 14 to 16 l1ours. Real wages 
11a\re dropped by about 20 pet .. ce11t on an average. 

In the ,rillages the peasants are literally starvin-g. In 
111any villages tl1e peasat1ts are etnigrating eJt ·JJzasse to l\1an­
churia, l)ttt the)' are sent back fron1 there, because tl1ere is 
110 occupatio11 at1d 110 sttitable la11d for then1. 

Under these conditions, the toiling n1asses are beginning 
to lose their illusions regarding war. Discontent is spreading 
among the broad strata of tl1e l)eOJ)le. ~Araki catne to the 
cot1clt1siot1 tl1at the above-111et1tiot1ed optin1istic sloga11s no''' 
became dangerous, and put up a new central slogan : "Pre­
pare for the 1935-36 crisis!" This n1eans that in that year 
Japan will stand at the unp ecedented critical n1mnent and 
n1ust figl1t against all foreig11 at1d it1ter11al e11e111ies, because, 
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firstly, the Washiniton and London naval agreements ex­
pire in the year 1935, and the American naval forces will 
surpass the Japanese; and secondly, the South Sea Islands 
mandated to Japan by the League of Nations will have to 
be handed back to the League, owing to Japan's withdrawal 
frotn the -League; thirdly, the second Five-Year Plan will 
be con1pleted in the U.S•.S.R. ; fourthly, the Chinese Revo­
lution and Soviet China will have expanded; and fifthly, 
what .Araki cannot speak about openly, but what he fears 
111ost, is the revolt of the tnasses. i \t present this ne\tv sloga11 
is playing a big role in winning the support of the petty 
bourgeoisie; it l1elps to hold in check their discontent with 
prophecies· of the approaching horrors and in this way sup­
press any opposition, to ttnite and concentrate all f~orces 

t1nder the leadership of the military clique . 
In the chauvinistic, patriotic and nationalist propaganda, 

.. Japanese fascistn is playing a big part. It ptlt up such detna­
gogic slogans: ''Down 'vith the Financial Oligar·chy !'' 
''Against the })resent parlian1entary parties, the agents of 
finat1cial capital !'' ''Down with the Comt11unist Party and 
Social-Det11ocracy !'' ''Natiot1alization of all t~e wealth of 
lVIancl1uria !'' ''For tl1e liberation of Asia from tl1e \vl1ite 
race!'' ''Crttsh Red Russia!'' etc. Social fascistn plays no 
less important role. It raised the slogans: ''Manchttria for 
socialism,'' ''Great Asiatic Federation!'' etc. 

The fight against chauvinisn1 this is the* central struggle 
of the Cotnrnunist Party of Japan. We tnust daily and con­
cretely expose the cl1attvinist propaganda and the national, 
social demagogy of the tnilitary, the fascists and the social­
fascists who conceal their real essence as agents of the big 
bourgeoisie, the big landlords and the tnonarchy.. \V e tnust 
oppose this propaganda by means of a clear program for e1: 

revolutionary way . out of the crisis, a progra111 of revolu­
tionary measures of the future Soviet power of the Japan-
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ese workers and peasants, and especially by the prospects of 
a fraternal alliance of the liberated peoples of the East. 

Along ·with its wide chauvinist propaganda, the mo·nar­
chist government is taking unheard-of repressive m~asures 
against the revolutionary workers' tnovement. The severity 
of repression surpasses all the horrors of' European fascis01. 
The police have given out information that in one year, in 
1932, 7,000 Cotnmunists and s)rtnpathizers were arre·sted. 
However, during the nine rnoriths of this year, according to 
the bourgeois press, 8,000 revolutionary workers and peas­
atlts have been arrested. About so Cotntnunists pe·rished in 
jail last year. Two members of the C. C. of the . Party and 
a very popular Cotnmunist writer, Kobayashi, were mur­
dered in the poli~e stations. 

Many years ago the Con1rnunist Party, tl1e Revolutio11ary 
. ~ 

Trade Unions, the Anti-Imperialist League, the I~:L.D. and 
the Anti-Religious League were driven underground. Th.is 
year, the cultural organizations, the Friends of' the Soviet 
Union, the Left Peasants' Union, Workers' International 
Relief, . the Labor Research Institute and ·book pu]?lishers 
were suppressed. Even 22 lawyers were arrested on the 
grounds that they defended Communists. Recently the gov­
ernment has begun to persecute even the workers' co-opera­
tive societies. The workers' hospitals were closed · in Tokyo 
and ·Osaka, and the doctors and nurses were arrested in . . 

March because they organized a catnpaign under the influ-
ence of the Workers' Relief Committees, for the relief of 
peasants stricken by f'amine. Even the meetings of the 
"~eff' reformist trade unions, e.g.} Haido, were dispersed 
and the leaders arrested (Osaka) . All literature supposedly­
"endangering the safety of the state" is suppressed and 
burned. 

These are a few exan1ples of the present terror in Japan. 
The present Japanese n1onarcl1ist govert11nent has been do-
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it1g what l\1Iussolit1i and Hitler did and are doi11g after their 
capture of. power. 

Along with their repressive n1easures, the police are try­
ing to turn the weakest ele1net1ts of the itnprisoned Com­
t11Unists · into renegades a11d pro,rocate.urs by tneans of 
threats and ·bribes. An outsta11ding example of tl1is is Sat1o, 
wl1o beca111e a ringleader of these dirty, sl1ameless provoca­
teurs. N ot\vitl1standing these repressions and the criminal 
betrayal of tl1e former ''~Conununists.,'' otlr Party has not ~ 

become weaker bttt on the co11trary grows stro11ger and 
stronger. .. 

IV. The Fascization of Social-Democracy 
... J\long with the serious danger of' the military dictator­

sl1ip and the growth of the fascist 1nass movetnent, we see 
i11 the recent tnonths a marked tr.end towards fascizatio11. 
at11ong the Japanese Social-Detnocrats. Already last year, the 
sn1all group of the reactionary wing of S'Ocial-Democracy, 
led by Akamatsu, went over to the fas·cist catnp, while the 
n1ajority remained in the Social-Detnocratic camp. How­
ever, the last six tnonths show that this majority, led by the 
trade union bureaucrats, is going to follow the example of 
.l\karnatsu. I't is difficult to find a line of den1arcation be­
tween the Social-Democratic leaders and the fascists. From 
their ideology a11d actions it was difficult to distinguisl1 be­
t,;veen sotne of the Social-Den1ocratic leaders and the fas­
cists. The ot1ly difference is tl1at tl1ey use less nationalist 

· demagogy tl1an tl1e fascists. They openly hand over revo­
lutionary workers to the police. They betray and break 
strikes. They · openly declare their· co-operatio11 with the 
capitalists and make deals 'vith tl1en1 under the pretext of 
collective bargaining f'or the sake of ''peace and prosperit)r 
i11 industry." For example, Rodo-Sodomei, 011e of tl1e big­
gest refor111ist federations of trade uniot1s. orga11ized a spe­
cial tneeting of the leaders i11 Septen1ber of 1933 to discttss 
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"How to Fight Communism," and Rodo-Sodomei showe~ 
itself in the factories in the role of police agents or provoc­
ateurs handing over revolutionary workers to the police. 
Nisio, the leader of Rodo-Sodotnei, declared at the Septen1-
ber, 1933, Conference, that: 

'(The fascist 111ovement is not our follower, but not our enemy 
. . . because they are fighting against capitalism as we do.'' 
( Slzakai-Undo- Tsusin.) 

In October the sa111e Nisio called a conference of trade 
ut1ion leaders, govern111ent officials, representatives of owners 
of' 111iddle and sn1all worl<:sl1ops, amidst the applause of the 
etnployers, advocated ''the avoidat1ce of disputes with the 
middle a11d st11all employers'' and advised to ''enter into 
co]lective bargaining," be,cause ''the tniddle a11d sn1all owners 
are 11ot our e11emies, since they are against the big bour-
geoisie.'' ( S Jzaka-i-U 1{1do·-Tsttsi1'l".) 

Here is anotl1er exatnple: Ha111ada, head of tl1e Japanese 
Seamen's Ut1ion, tl1e biggest t1nion affiliated to tl1e ...t-\tnstet·­
danl Transport International, wrote an article i11 N ovem.ber· 
i11 wl1icl1 he said: 

''Our labor moven1ent aims at bringing about the prosperity of 
labor and capital as well as of our " 'l1ole nation. . . . Labor 
conflicts leacl to the decline of industry and of the nation. . . . 
Labor and- capital must not insist upon tl1eir rights, but must 
honestly· do tl1eir duty.'' (Kaiin.) · · 

The Social-Democratic Party, Shakai-Taishu-to, published 
in June the so-called progran1 of Four New Principles, 
11an1ely, tl1e callit1g of a National Economic Conference, of 
a Cot1ferei1ce of the Eastern Peoples and Wholesale Infla­
tiotl at1d Higl1er Taxes. Tl1ere is 11otl1ing new i11 that; it is 
an in1~tation of Italian fascism and of Araki's policy. 

The attitude of Social-Democracy towards war is already 
well known to you. You ren1~n1ber that Han1ada openly 
argt1ed that tl1e prese11t war i11 Mat1cl1uria is a progressive 
war because ] a pan is poor and China is rich. Last year the 
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Trade _Union Congress, under hiS leadership, raised the 
demagogic slogan ''against imperialist war!'' But this year 
the same Congress dropped even this demagogic slogan and 
pledged itself to be a loyal serva_nt of the Mikado and his 
hangman, Araki. ·Shakai-Taishu-to put up the slogan: ''Con­
clusion of a Non-Aggression Pact with the U.S.S.R." But 
it goes without saying that this slogan is nothing but a 
trick to sidetrack the revolutionary anti-war struggles of the 
tnasses. j:apanese S'Ocial-De111ocracy is cotnpletely in the 
hands of its tnasters, the Japanese itn·perialists. 

• 

Their open, shameless surrender clearly shows that J ap-
anese Social-Democracy is doing its utn1ost to clear the way 
for transforming its organizations into the organs. of the 
imperialist governn1ent, into organs of 111ass support to reac-
tionary war. The difference between social-fascistn and 
fascism in Japan is vanishing more and more and is quite 
insignificant, reducing itself to Social-De111ocracy's clinging 
to demagogy. We may, there.fore, say that there is no need 
for the n1ilitary dictatorship in Japan to resort to the drastic 
measures taken by Hitler in Germany, for the purpose of 
the cotnplete fascization and 111ilitari~ation of the ref'ortnist 
trade unions. 

The role of Japanese .Social-Democracy in the preparation 
for war against the U.S.S.R., as well as in the establish­
ment of a military dictatorship iS particularly great. It still 
has about JOO,OOO workers under its influence, wl1ich consti­
tutes 85 per cent of the total of organized labor. Therefore, 
it is carrying out a 111ost important fut1ction when it at-
tempts to lead the industrial workers towards fascistn. and 

rriakes ideological and organizational preparations for war 
against the U.S.!S.R. 

We see the upper strata of Social-Democracy rapidly 
growing fascist and at the satne time we · see opposite trends -
among the rank and file Social-Democratic 'vorkers. This is 
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shown by the drop in the membership of the . ref'ormist 
·unions. For example, last year, the Sodotnei Eastern Council 
lost two unions and 500 metn·bers, while another reformist 
organization, Zenro, lost seven unions and a tnembership of 
3,500. At the same time, our revolutionary oppositions in 
these refor111ist trade unions have grown. For exatnple, i11 

one branch of the Sodomei twenty Communist workers were 
arrested ·in July 1933, and in Zenro, a strike broke out against 
the wish of the leadership, in the ·Osaka Metal Works, etc. 
The strength of the revolutionary oppositions is likewise in­
creasing inside other itnportant refortnist trade unions. 

V. The Struggles of the Communist Party 

Growing Influence and Strength of th,e C ont·11t1tnist Party 
of Japan. \Ve fully agree with Com.rade Kuusinen when he 
said in his report at this Plenum that the characteristic 
feature of the present political situation in Japan is that 
there is a simultaneous 111obilization of the forces of counter­
revolution and a growth of the forces of revolution, and 
that Japan is actually on the eve of a great class conflict. 

The revolutionary wave is rising together with the inten­
sification of chauvinistn and terror. We can see this in the 
strengthening of the resistance of the toiling masses of 
town and country. 

This year labor conflicts in the big tnunition factories are 
breaking out tnore and tnore frequently. Thirty-four ~per 
cent of the conflicts are for higher wages and other aggres-

. -

sive detnands. Strikes tend to spread in other branches of· 
industry and take the fortn of n1ass struggles, as in the 
Osaka Metal Strike, the N agaya Aeroplane \Vorks, etc. The 
number of peasant conflicts increased this year, and 62 per 
cent of the~ were directed against driving the peasants off 
the land. These ·conflicts always end in sanguinary clashes 
with the police and fascists . 

• 
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The growing revolutionary fern1ent is clearly shown by 
the fact that the influence a11d strengtl1 of our Party and 
of ·the illegal revolutionary trade ·union federation, Dzenkio, 
is steadily growing in spite of the extretnely difficult con­
ditions. 

In October-Decetnber last )'ear, I, 504 CotnmUt1ists and 
sytnpatl1izers were arrested tl1roughout tl1e country, in­
cluding the majority of the C.C. members and the editor o'f 
our central organ. A nt1n1her of otlr best co1111·ades were 
tnurdered. .... I evertheless, ottr Party contintted the regular 
publication of our organ, Sekki) \vhich is isst1ecl every fi,~e 
days. In October, a 111onth ago, sixtee11 printing sl1ops print­
it1g our orga11 were raided, at1d tvventy pri11ters ~ were ar­
a--ested. The ·bottrgeois press informs that in spite of this, 
our Sekki persistently continues to appear. This shows that 
otlr Party, confronted \vitl1 a get1eral attack of tl1e enemy, 
has · ne\rer for a single moment hauled dow11 its flag. 

·Our Party was bt1ilt eleven years ago by a stnall group of 
revolutionary workers under the leadershi1) of the ~Cotnintern 

and Co·mrade S·en Katayama. These eleve11 years of struggle 
l1ave forged and steeled our Party. v\Te ca11 say boldly here 
that our Party is no longer merely a gr~up of revolu_tion­
aries, but a political Party which is winning the support of 
the toiling 1nasses; a Party \Vl1ich witl1 certain successes is 
organizit1g a11d leadit1g the struggle of the n1asses against 
itnperialist war, against capitalist exploitatio11 and for a 
Soviet Japan. 

We will, for exatnple, produce tl1e flollo,,rit1g facts. Here 
are · preliminary statistics collected fr01n the bourgeois press. 
According to these, about 7,861 arrests took place during 
tl1e first nine tnonths of this year. Of these, 688 'i\rere Party 
n1embers and sympathizers, 616 were metnbers and sympa­
thizet--s of tl1e Y.'C.L.; 2,605 belonged to illegal revolution­
ary trade .unions; 804 belonged to revolutionary peasant 
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unions; 646 were students; . 352 teachers; 25 soldiers. _In 
tl1ese mass arrests, 41 nuclei were dest~oyed. It is worth 
while noting that 289 women were included in them. This 
sl1ows the improven1ent in our work atnong the working 
\vomen. These figures sl1ow tnerely the nt1111ber of arrested 
Communists, but not the nttn1erical strength of the Cotn­
munist Party. At any rate, the above fact$ eloquently speak 
not only of the inte11sification of terror and reactio11, bttt 
also of the gro,vth of our revolutio11ary strength. 

Here is another example which sho\vs how tl1e 111asses 
are supporting our Party. In July last year, a 111ass trial 
of 200 Commut1ists took place in Tokyo. The 111asses, whose 
indignation was roused by this trial, bega11 to protest against 
the tnonarchist court, demanding tl1e itnmediate t .. elease of 
the Communists. 1Within two tnonths 3,024 signatures and 
I 50 resolutions of· workers against tl1e trial were brot1ght 
in the court. For this purpose a n1ass organization was 
formed which was joined not 011ly by the revolutionar)' 
workers, but also by the 'vork~rs of the refor111ist unions 
as well as by intellectuals, professors and petty-bourgeois 
eletnents. On J t1ly 25, workers' demonstratio11s took place 
in several districts of Tokyo wl1ich ended i11 clashes with 
ti1e police. According to info~n1ation at hand, i11 Koto, one 
of the 'vorkers' districts in Tokyo, about I ,500 wot·ker ~ 
demonstrated on the streets ttt1der the slogans: ''Release the 
Communists!'' ''Lo11g live tl1e Cotntnttt1ist Party!'' ''Defend 
the U.S.'S.R. !'' . 

A1tti-W a1" StJ~·u,ggle. \i\Thile speaking about ottt· achieve-
111ents during the past )rear, we 111ttst first of all 11ote our 

-· persistent and S)rstetnatic exposure of the a11ti-Soviet provo-
catiot1S and ti1e war I) reparations of Japanese itnperialism. 
Take for example our· carnpaig11 i11 connection \vith the 
negotiations f•or the sale of the · Chinese Eastern Railway in 
.T ut1e 1933. Fron1 the very lJeginni11g of tl1e negotiations, . 
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our Party persistently and systematically exposed the in­
trigues of J ap~nese imperialism aimed at the seizure of tl1e 

, 

railway. This campaign of exposu~e ·was closely linked up 
with the exposure of the war preparations of the Japanese 
·n1ilitarists against the U.S.S.R. in contrast with the peace­
ful policy of the Soviet government. We have here the 
issues of our organ of June and July and find that the. 
front page of each of them has been devoted to this cam­
paign. More important, however, is that our Party did not 
confine its campaign to mere propaganda in the press, but 
lllade every effort to organize mass demonstrations against 
Japanese itnperialisnt on July 1, under the following slogans : 

''Crush the plot to grab the Chinese Eastern Railway!,, 
c'Defend the Fatherland of the Workers and Peasants!'' 
''Immediate withdrawal of Japanese troops from Manchuria, 

Jehol, North China, and from the borders of the U.S.S.R.!,, 
''For the Workers' and Peasants' Government!'' 

I believe that this is the proper attitude and method for 
the Bolshevik Party to adopt against the anti-Soviet provo­
cation and for the defence of the fatherland of the world 
proletariat. 

The last Plenum of the Comintern approved the heroic 
struggle of our Party against war. Since then our Party has 
never slackened this struggle in sptte of incessant mass 
arrests. All detnonstrations, econo111ic struggles and catn­
paigns were always linked up with the fight against war. 

For example, on December 4, 1932, we organized illegal 
mass demonstrations throughout the country in protest 
against the white terror, against the tnurder of Comrade 
Iwata, who was a member of the C.C. Not only the work­
ers who are under our influence, but also those under the 
influence of the Left reformist unions, took part in these 
demonstrations. Here is an extract from the bourgeois press 
on the funeral demonstration : 
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'~Several legal and illegal 'Left' societies organized campaigns 
of protest and demonstrations in connection with the death of a 
Communist in jail. However, before the date of the funeral all 
~e members of the committee which organized the campaign were 
arrested. The headquarters of the Left trade unions were raided 
and many arrests were made. The meeting hall was surrounded 
by 550 police; 150 workers were arrested before they reached 
the ball. The workers discovered that the protest meeting could· 
not take place. Then they organized a demonstration, shouting 
'Long live the Communist Party of Japan'. A clash took place 
between the demonstrators and the police in the course of which 
250 were arrested in T9kyo. ' 

''On the same day, in Osaka, 50 arrests took place. In Nagoya, 
the workers organized memorial meetings at which many arrests 
were made.'' (Tokyo Asahi.) 

O.ur Party organized another political demonstration on 
March 1 5 of this year against the murder of Comrade Ko­
bayashi, one of the most popular Communist writers. The 
police suppressed the ·organization of a funeral demonstra­
tion. But. in Tokyo several partial demonstrations took 
place which resulted in clashes with the police. In Osaka 
we succeeded in mobilizing audiences of 5,000 to the the­
aters at which Comrade Kobayashi's play was performed. 

We must emphasize that these demonstrations were always 
linked up with the slogan : "Against imperialist war !'' ":I>e­
fend the U.S.S.R.!'' 

In connection with our fight against the preparation of 
atl anti-Soviet war and for the "Defence of tlie U.S.S.R.," 
let us note a fact which shows that the Japanese toiling 
masses keenly support the U.S.S.R., in spite of the furious 
anti-Soviet demagogy : early this year the Japanese sectiOn 
of the Friends of the Soviet Union was organized. The so­
ciety decided to send a delegation to the U.S.S.R. The 
delegation was elected at mass meetings. Forty-eight fac­
tories sent their representative~ to a meeting which elect-ed 
a woman delegate. This is a clear expression of the attitude 
of the Japanese workers towards the U.S.S.R. 
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Irt tlte Fa-ctories. During last year ( 1932) our anti-war 
struggle was in the nature of tnanifestations on the part 
of the advanced guard of the proletariat which largely took .. 
place in the streets rather than in the factories and n1ills. 
1-Iowever, tl1is year these tnanifestations began to be con­
ducted inside the factories, tl1ey becan1e linked up \vith the 
econon1ic struggles and, supported by the broad 111asses, 
asst1111e a 1nass charel:cter. It is becoming a tnass struggle. 
Tl1is is a political fact of· vital importance. 

Tl1is year, by ll10·hilizing all the forces at its disposal, tl1e 
govei-nn1ent organized a wide campaign an1ong the workers, 
for contributions to the vvar fut1ds with tpe aim of im·buit1g 
the workers vvith chauvir1isn1 and depriving them of -part of 
their wages. Tl1e contribtttio11s were either con1pulsory or 
'vet .. e extorted by the threat of discharge, arrest, etc. In tl1is 
way the governn1ent colle~ted I ,38o,ooo yen. Thereupon the 
fascist l)art)r togetl1er with otl1er parties started another 
can1paign for "Subscription to the V\Tar Loan." During this 
period, tl1e spontaneous disco11tent a11d opp·osition of tl1e 
masses becatne n1ore widespread. Our Party took this Ol)por­
t~t1~_t)' to develop tl1e a11ti-wa1· strttggle of the \vorl<ers, skil­
fully lit1kit1g it up \vith tl1eir demar1ds in the. factories. To 
... 

take a f·ew exan1ples, in tl1e l(obe Steel W orl(s, whicl1 et11-

ploys 3,000 workers, we orgat1ized in March a tnass can1-
paign against contributions to war funds, linking it up with 
the de111and for a 20 per cent i11crease i11 ,~,.ages and tl1e 
improven1ent of factory co11ditions. Tl1is is 011e of tl1e 
finest. exan1ples of the linking up of the anti-war struggles 
:vith tl1e daily clen1ands of the workit1g class. In another 

tnunition factory the workers refused to tnake the required 
contributio11 to tl1e ''Air Defet1ce Fut1d,'' bttt decided to set1d 
this money to the anti-war conference at Shanghai. This 
is another exa111ple of ho\v \Ve co11verted the ,,.rar fttt1d i11to 
an anti-\\rat· fund. · 
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In the Oki machine building works 300 workers evaded 
the war contribution ; 1,000 woodworkers refused to accept 
forced labor, s~botaging the work. In two Tokyo tram de­
pots the workers held meetings and made resolutions to 
refuse to contribute to the war funds. In' Onitabi Works, 
200 workers refused to contribute and their leaders were 
arrested. Ill the Oi Railway Workshc~'i 2,000 workers were 
forced to contribute and their discontent led to the · forma-
tion of a factory comtnittee. __ 

Now, in the villages, which are the main basis of reac­
tion, we witness a similar tnovernent . . For example, almost 
the whole population of Asamai obstinately refused to pajr 
700 yen, the i111position made by the municipal authorities 
on the· village. The peasants near Toyama City commenced 
a tnass struggle ~gainst the construction of the aerodrotne. 
In Kagoshima, the peasant women under the leadership of 
the Left Peasant Union organized a campaign against com-
pulsory contribution to the war funds. · 

I tnust lay stress on the fact that our work in the muni­
tion factories has exceedingly improved this year. We quote 
here a few examples from our Party organ Sekki: 

''Early this year, in one munition factory which receives 
orders from the Navy, we organized a factory committee elected 
by all the employees, and demanded higher wages and· improve· 
ment of labor conditions. These demands were refused. All 
the workers became Indignant. One revolutionary _worker boldly 
rushed to the motor and stopped all the machines. Immediately 
a mass meeting was called. F~ightened by this, the employers 
surrendered and were compelled to make a 20 per cent increase 
in wages and recognize the factory committee.'' (Sekki, No. 226.) · 

Here is another example: In the Mitsubisi Shipyard in 
Kobe; one of the biggest yards which employs 4,000 workers, 
we had last year a strong nucleus and pu·blished one of the 
best shop papers. In February _1933, in spite of ·the arrest, 
our revolutionary opposition in the refortnist union took the 
initiative in organizing a strike in the machine department 
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after three tnonths' careful preparation. The strike was 
joiiled by all the workers of the shipyards and began to 
spread to other enterprises. It ended in a compromise owing 
to the betrayal of the reformist leaders and tnass arrests. 
But it gave a strong impetus to the strike movement of• the 
munition factories in recent times. 

Our Party also participated in one of the biggest strikes 
which took place in the Mitsubisi Aeroplane works, Nagoya. 

The catnpaign for the calling of factory delegates' con­
ferences has been spreading. In April we attetnpted to call 
a conference of representatives frotn four large tnunition . 
factories in Tokyo. In N agO)'a there was an attetnpt . to 
organize a conference of representatives from the watch­
making factories. In the Koto district, Tokyo, I 5 factories 
participated in this campaign. 

According to the Shakai-Tsusin for September the Nietal 
Workers lJnion during seven months ''organized its 
branches in 40 tnetal factories in the Tokyo district alone.'' 
This is no stnall success. 

It is very important from. the viewpoint of ottr anti-wat· 
struggles that our Party gained some successes on the state 
railways where hitherto we had no organization. Strong 
nuclei were organized in this tnost difficult industry. In 
August last year, according to the press, the Party won 20 

per cent more tnembers and supporters than ·before. At 
the Harnarnatsu station 20 railwaytnen were arrested. Ar­
rests were also tnade at the N ara station, at the Toba, and 
the \V akarnatsu stations, etc. 

In the Joban coal tnines, 96 111i11ers have been arrested 
for revolutionary work. In Nagoya ten postn1en and in 
Mayebashi, eight were arrested for Comtnunist work. I'n .. 
alt11ost all the itnportant newspaper offices in Tokyo, arrests 
were tnade for ·Communist work. 

In large department stores, we also have ottr cotnrades. 
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At the firm Mitsukoshi 8o employees were ar·rested and at 
the Hoteiya eight were .arrested. 

Arrests were also made in a number of most important 
hospitals. 

As to work among the unemployed, we have attained im­
portant achievements. In N agoy.a, a city celebration was 
organized by the municipal authorities in-yolving an ex­
penditure of 100,000 yen. The unemployed committees 
which were under our influence took the opportunity, de­
tnanding the payment of benefits to the unemployed. They 
organized several demonstrations. Five thousand unem­
ployed took part in this campaign which ended in complete 

· victory for the unemployed. 
In this period our work in the trade unions belonging to 

Dzenkio, as well as in the reformist trade unions improved. 
The illegal trade unions affiliated to Dzenkio have a mem­
bership of over 20,000 in all the important industries. The 

. police rq>orts show that in seven months ( 1933) 1,696 
tnembers of Dzenkio were arrested in the district of Tokyo 
alone. This year, Dzenkio organized independently the 
strikes in several small and middle factories, but is still very 
weak in the big factories, in the metal and transport in­
dustries. We must openly say that the weak spot in our 
Party is still our work in the reformist trade unions. 

Our Work in the Villages. In the villages, too, our Party 
can register some achievements in its work. For example : 
in November last year the revolutionary peasant union in 
Monogaya started a mass struggle for the seizing of the 
land of the landlords. The leaders were arrested by the 
police. Our Y.C .. L. organized a mass demonstration · in 
which 400 peasants took part. The demonstrators attacked 
the police stations, and the dem_onstration ended in a san-. 
guinary clash with the police. It is worthy to note that 150 

peasant women attacked three police statio~s. 

25 



In 1932 the bourgeois party, Minseito, organized on Iki­
nawa Island a mass movement against the attempt to es­
tablish a Leprosarium by the localtnunicipal authorities who 
are tnembers of the oppositionary Seiyukai party. More 
than Ioo,ooo peasants took part in this m.ovetnent. The 
revolutionary peasant organization took advantage of the 
n1oven1ent to advance their den1ands for the cancellation of 
debts. The police arrested the leaders of this organization. 
In answer to these arrests, 5,000 peasants organized peasant · 
committees, a·nd detnonstrations of protest de111anding the 
release of their leaders. The demonstrators succeeded in 
captt1ring the offices of the tnunicipality, from which they 
drove out the officials and established there their head- . 
quarters. 

In 1932 and 1933 we organized in the villages two in1-
portant mass tnovetnents, i. e., the peasant cotntnittee move­
tnent and a tnass catnpaign ''for a free distribution of rice.'' 
·upon our initiative peasant committees were fortned in 
important villages. 

-
The struggle ''for rice'' is an important tnass struggle of 

tl1e peasants and unetnployed workers. It was initiated ·by 
our Party and spread throu·ghout the country last year. For 
example, in Akita 7,000 fishermen attetnpted to organize a 
111ass struggle f·or rice. In Aichi 40 villages were involved 
ia this campaign. In the Tochigi Prefecture alone, 20 vil­
lages took up the fight, demanding free distribution of rice 
by the municipal authorities. 

Work Among Revolutionary Intellectuals. Our Party is 
working strenuously not only among tl1e basic classes the 
proletariat and the poor peasantry, but also among the wide 
strata of the petty-bourgeoisie, intellectuals, employees, 
teachers, professors, etc., who can play an importat1t role 
in our fight a·gainst the 111onarchy. 

26 



• 

The radicalization of the students is really a characteristic 
f'eature in present-day Japan . . In 1932 about 1,000 revolu­
tionary students were arrested and early this year, 1933, 
about 300. In June 1933 we had a big tnass struggle of the 
university students. It .rose spontaneously from the dis­
tnissal of a professor fro111 the Kyoto University who wrote 
a ''Marxian'' book. Three thousand students declared a 
strike in protest against the Ministry for Education. The 
strike wave spread to other universities. In the Tokyo Uni­
versity, a tnass de111onstration took place. As a result, dur­
ing 4-5 days fron1 . September to O~ctober, 362 students ;were 
arrested in the Tokyo University alone. We tnust etn­
phasize that our Y.C.L. took the leadership of this move­
rhent. Our Y.C.L. has strong groups among the revolu­
tionary students. 

Our growing influence a111ong the teachers of the primary 
schools is also characteristic. Arrests of teachers are fre­
quently reported. Above all, the wholesale arrests of 230 

teachers in Nagan·o Prefecture in February 1932 was 111ost 
significant. Sixty-five schools were involved. In one school, 
30 per cent of the teachers as well as the school tnaster were 
arrested. Many schools were cotnpelled to discontinue 
teaching. These revolutionary teachers produced revolu­
tionary text books and stories f'or their pupils. They or­
ganized 15 Pioneer organizations. The police discovered 
that tnany school libraries were filled with revolutionary 
books. After the arrests, in son1e schools, the pupils re­
fused to receive the newly installed reactionary teachers. 

After the arrests, the educational authorities made a test 
examination of 91 boys and girls. T .he authorities published 
the following interesting results: 50 per cent of the pupils 
gave radical answers to the first question as to why their 
families were poor; 23 per cent gave an anti-war answer 
to the question concerning war in l\1anchuria and Shan-
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ghai; 45 per cent praised the U.S.S.R. in reply to the ques-
tion dealing with that country; 5 per cent expressed anti­
tnonarchist ideas. This is only one example out of tnany. 
In the lbaragi prefecture, we have a similar case. 

The Minister for Education reported that 23 ttniversity 
professors and 23 teachers of higher schools were arrested. 

01,tr T/T/ ork irt the Artny. In conclusion I shall dwell on 
ott~ work in tl1e army and navy. Last year, our Party started 
a very good monthly for the soldiers called : TJz e Soldier's 
Friend. In the Kure Naval Port, we also had a local papet· 
for the sailors. These papers were filled with correspondence 
fTom the fronts, the barracks, the boats, the naval ports 
and the tnunition factories. There we find very interesting 
experiences of the comrades who worked in the boa~s and 
barracks. In spite of severe ~ensorship, we have informa­
tiot1 concerning mutinies in the artny and also n1ass arrests. 
l11 the Toyama Regitnent, so soldiers attacked the officers 
in April 1933. In the Kure Naval Port, eleven sailors were 
arrested · for organizing a Cotntnunist nttcletts. On three 
of the biggest battleships three Party metnbers (sailors) 
were arre·sted. Arrests of soldiers are also reported in the 
Hirosaki, Sakura and Kochi Regiments. In the military 
hospital of Tokyo, two soldiers were arrested. \~Te tnust 
sa)r that our wo111en cotnrades are also doing good anti­
¥.rar work. 

This is information which the military authorities were 
con1pelled to publish. You can see eve11 from these in­
complete data that tl1e Japanese arn1y is not ''the tnost 
loyal and strongest artny in the world'' as boasted by Araki. 

'Ve can say that if war against the U.S.S.R. breaks out 
in the future, the revolutionary soldiers 'vill revolt against 
their commander, Araki, and they will transfor111 their 
units into a Red Army which will turn its weapons against 
the Mikado. 
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41\. few words concerning the united front. In this respect 
we have serious def'ects . . However, we are steadily over­
com.ing our traditional sectarian attitude on this question. 
Last year we organized the League of Struggle for the 
release of the political prisoners and Friends of the Soviet 
Union. This year the Friends of Peace Society was orgat1-
ized in connection \vith the Shanghai Anti-War Conference. 
These organizations included not only the masses under our 
influence, but also tl1ose under the influence of ''Left'' re­
formist leaders and the intellectuals. Our struggle is win­
ning ever more and more the sy111pathy and support of 
the broad tnasses. We are organizing a united struggle i11 
Koto, a district of Tokyo, with the support of' the workers 
of· se,reral factories who are in the ''Left'' reformist unions. 
However, we 111ust frankly say that this work is far from 
satisfactory. The strengthening of the u11ited front is one 
of the chief tasks of our Party. 

VI. Conclusion 

In the short titne at n1y disposal I have tried to describe by 
concrete facts how the Japanese military n1onarchy is mobil­
izing all its reactionary forces for the counter-revolutionary 
\var against the U.S•.S.R. and against the revolutionary tnove­
~ent of the Japanese proletariat, and how at the same tin1e 
the forces of revolution are growing and strengthening. 
Japan stands now on the eve of gigantic clasS conflicts. 

Ho,vever, owing to furious chauvinistn, terror and the 
betrayal of Social-Detnocracy the discontent and revolution~ 
ary energy of the toiling tnasses are pent up and as yet have 
not burst open. -, Our imtnediate task is stu.bborn work among . 
the masses in order to hasten the revolutionary outburst. 

The action of the masses is still proceeding on a small 
scale in an isolated manner; it is spontaneous, and does not 
take ·the form of a great mass movement involving millions 
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of toilers, on a national scale, as we saw in the Rice Riots 
in 1919. Our Party has begun to strengthen itself and be­
coiile rooted in the factories and n1ills, but it has not suc­
ceeded in arousing and mobilizing tens of thousands of the 
masses against war and starvation, under the banner of our 
Party. 'Our anti-war work is still insufficient. We ·have 
never stopped a single train, or a single boat which carried 
soldiers and amtnunition to China and the Soviet borders. 
Before our eyes, the conditions for the revolutionary crisis 
are ripening; Japanese capitalistn is on the brink of ex­
plosion. The counter-revolutionary war of Japanese itnperial­
istn against the U.S.S.R; and Soviet China is approaching. 

In order to fulfill our ~entral task to hinder the prepa~ 
rations for war against the U.S.S.R. and to convert the 
coming war into a civil war atnong others the following 
tasks are particularly pressing: Against the event of a war 
breaking out against the U.S.S.R., we tnust itnmediately 
more energetically and stubbornly expose the military pre­
parations and the shameless provocation against the U.S.S.R. 
on the part of the Japanese tnilitary-monarchist .government 
and mercilessly fight against chauvinistn and social-chauv­
inistn. We must conduct popular propaganda regarding the 
peaceful policy of the Soviet government, the gigantic vic­
tories of Socialist construction in the ·U.S.S.R., as well as 
the victorious progress of Soviet C·hina. We tnust sho\v to 
the masses that there is no way out of the present state of 
war and starvation except the overthrow of the bourgeois­
landlord monarchy as proved by the October Revolution 
·which established the Soviet power, concentrate our forces 
to a much greater extent than hitherto on work in big fac­
tories which prepare war material for sea and railway 
transport. We tnust strive ·by every tneans to prepare and 
organize in practice tnass actions· in thes~ industries, with 
the aim of hindering the production of munitions, stopping 
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~ilitary transport, causing revolutionary disturbances at 
the rear, · etc. We 01ust strive to organize on a united front 
basis mass strikes and detnonstrations against the war bud­
get, new burdens of! war, high cost of living, driving . the 
peascints from the land, etc. 

We tnust develop our work in the army and in the ·navy 
more energetically and in a strictly secret manner. VVe 
must overcotne our indifference towards work inside the 
auxiliary military organizations, the reactionary yo?th or­
ganizations, the fascist organizations, etc. We tnust organize 
self-defense corps in the enterprises and in the villages. 
We must overcon1e our tnore or less sectarian attitude to­
ward the masses who are under the influence of social­
fascism and fascistn. We tnust actively and boldly approach 
the masses and organize a united front with thetn, on the 
basis of the most eletnentary demands of the working class. 
On the basis of the united front, we must organize and ini­
tiate a wide 111ass campaign: ''Against war with the U.S. 
S.R. !'' and ''For the defense of the U.S.S.R.!'' 

* * * * * 
Comrades, our J;arty has raised the slogan ''Turn the 

Coming Itnperialist War into a Civil War !'' You can see 
that this slogan was not an etnpty slogan for us. You can 
see that our Party has been and is stubbornly, strenuottsly 
and firmly preparing for the carrying of this slogan into 
effect. Its influence is taking hold of wider and wider 
masses. It is not a party which can be easily crushed by 
a blow of the military-tnonarchist dictatorship. It is safe­
guarded, defended and strellgthened by the great revolu­
tionary initiative and energy of the revolutionary proleta­
riat of Japan. Even Araki is compelled to admit openly that 
"the main danger for Mikado'~ Japan are the dangerous 
thoughts," i. e., the Communist Party of Japan. · 

The overthrow of Japanese imperialistn rneans the over-
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throw of the imperialist gendarme and bulwark of counter-
revolution in the East. The overthrow . of Japanese ii11-
perialism means not only the emancipation of· the Japanese 
toilers, ·but also the way towards the emancipation of all 
toilers in the East. Araki put up the slogan: "Pan-Asianisn1 
under 1\1ikado's sway!'' This 111eans the subjection of the 
Eastern peoples under the yoke of Japanese imperialism. 
But the slogan of our JapaneSe proletariat is "the emanci­
pation of all oppressed peoples and the establish111ent of a 

Federation of the liberated countries Soviet China, S'Oviet 
Japan, Soviet Korea, Soviet Formosa, Soviet India, Soviet 
Indo-China, etc!'' 

.We lost recently the founder, the· leader and the father 
of our revolutionary movement, Sen l(atayama. It is a great 
loss to us. But we, young Japanese Communists, will raise 
still higher the banner of Katayama, the banner of Japanese 
October, to which he devoted his whole life. You remem­
ber, thirty years ago when war broke out between Japanese 
and Russian imperialism, Sen Katayama, only one Sen Ka­
tayama, shook hands with the Russian delegation at the 
Congress of· the Second International in Amsterdam. But 
now, not one, but thousands of workers and peasants of 
Japan are following their great leader, and are putting out 
their hands to you, the· workers and peasants of the U.S•.S.R. 
and ·China. · We pledge here that we will carry out the great 
behest of Katayama to establish a Soviet Japan. 

Down with the military fascist monarchist dictators/tip· 
in Japan! ,. 

Long live the U.S.S.R., its leader the C.P.S.U., · and 
Comrade Stalin I 

Long live the Chinese Soviets and their leader the C.P. 
of China! 

Long liv~ the ·world revolu.tkm . antl its. leader the Com-
• tnt ern! 
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