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INTRODUCTION

Historical Test of the TU10 Paths of Development

COMRADES, seven years of hard and costly struggle waged
by the toiling masses against their oppressors and their ex­

ploiters separate the Sixth World Congress of the Communist
International from the Seventh. These seven years have brought
about a great change in the relation of class forces all over the
world and have provided the proletariat with rich revolutionary
experiences.

Our Sixth World Congress was faced with the decisive
question: whither is international development tending?

This question likewise faced the Congress of the Second In­
ternational which was being held in Brussels at the same time.
It was also being asked by the bourgeois economists and poli­
ticians.

It was the time of the relative, partial stabilization of capi­
talism, when industry and commerce had surpassed the pre-war
level and were experiencing a boom.

What reply did the Social-Democrats give to the question as
to the prospects of international development?

Because capitalism had to a certain extent succeeded in get­
ting back into its swing, because production, technique and com­
merce were on the upgrade and relations between the imperialist
powers had been regulated by a system of international treaties,
the Social-Democratic leaders concluded that the era of revolu­
tions and wars had come to an end, that the Bolsheviks and their
theory and practice had suffered bankruptcy and that the Soviet
Union would have to capitulate to the international bourgeoisie
or perish.

But the Social-Democrats also drew a further conclusion:
since an era of ((organized capitalism", of permanent prosperity
and peaceful development is impending, the Marxist theory of
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the class struggle and of the violent overthrow of the rule of the
bourgeoisie has become antiquated and must be replaced by the
theory of peaceful growth into socialism by means of strengthen­
ing the power of the State, which allegedly stands above classes,
economic peace and participation in coalition governments.

But this was the position not only of official Social-Democ­
racy. Its influence penetrated even into our ranks. It was the
Right elements in the Sections of the Communist International
who defended the theory that the trend of international develop­
ment was towards strengthening the stabilization of capitalism,
that capitalism had succeeded in readjusting itself and that the
development of technique was creating the possibility of a new
rise of capitalism. The Rights also asserted that an early victory
of socialism in the Soviet Union was not to be counted on and
that a new rise of the revolutionary tide in the near future was
not to be expected.

As against these Social-Democratic and Right opportunist
conceptions of the course of development in the Soviet Union,
Comrade Stalin-basing himself on the Leninist theory that it is
possible for one country alone to build a socialist society with its
own forces and that the victory of socialism in the Soviet Union
is of great international importance-led the Soviet Union
along the path of industrialization and the collectivization of
peasant farming.

In opposition to the Social-Democratic and Right opportunist
conceptions that the capitalist stabilization was a durable and
firm one, that capitalism had triumphed and that a peaceful de­
velopment without crises was possible, Comrade Stalin, in Decem·
ber, 1927, pictured the following prospect:

((From stabilization itself, from the fact that production is
growing, from the fact that commerce is growing, from the fact
that technical progress and produetiye possibilities are increas­
ing, whereas the world market, the limits of that ,market and the
spheres of influence of the individual imperialist groups are re­
maining more or less stable-from this :l most profound and acute
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crisis of world capitalism is springing, pregnant with new wars
and threatening the existence of stabilization of any kind" *

Comrade Stalin said:

UThe fact that the murder of Sacco and Vanzetti could give
rise to the demonstrations of the working class undoubtedly goes
to show that deep down in the depths of the working class there
have accumulated revolutionary energies that are seeking a pre­
te~t, an occasion, sometimes an apparently most insignificant
occasion to burst forth and overwhelm the capitalist regime." **
On the basis of this correct Marxist-Leninist analysis of the

world situation given by Comrade Stalin, the Sinh World
Congress of the Communist International, as against the Social­
Democrats and Right opportunists, laid down an orientation to
the effect that the impending new third period of post-war de­
velopment was one that would be marked by a new revolutionary
upsurge and by the shattering of the stabilization of capitalism.
We ·pointed out that what was impending was not a peaceful
development, but an accentuation of the class struggle and the
growing danger of a new imperialist war.

Who Was Right: We or the Social-De11l,ocrats?

The Social-Democrats and the Right opportunists have suf­
fered bankruptcy; their theories have been miserably ship­
wrecked.

The prospect of world development outlined by the Sixth
World Congress of the Communist International, the prospect
of the victorious building of socialism in the Soviet Union and
the shattering of capitalist stabilization have been confirmed by
the whole course of development.

The period that has now elapsed witnessed a turning point in
the whole course of world development. In the Soviet Union this
period was one of hurricane progress, a period of victory for
socialism. In the capitalist countries it was marked by uninter­
rupted decline, by an economic crisis of unexampled profundity,

*Stalin, Report to the Fifteenth Congress of the C.P.S.U.
** Ibid.
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by a futile search for a way out of the crisis, and by the accentua­
tion of the general crisis of capitalism.

Economically and politically, the Soviet Union has become
a mighty socialist great power, exerting a growing influence on
the whole course of world development. The capitalist world, on
the contrary, has been enfeebled by the crisis and is being shaken
to its foundation by profound and insurmountable antagonisms
between classes and States, antagonisms the development of which
is ripening the conditions for the overthrow· of the power of the
exploiting classes. .

The revolutionary movement of the toilers in the capitalist
countries has steadily grown during these seven years. The Com­
munist Parties, which issued correct slogans to the masses and
directed them towards the struggle, have grown and in an in­
creasing number of countries are becoming an important factor
in political life.

The great historical swing of the masses from reformism to
Communism, from support of capitalism to a struggle for social.
ism, has begun.

* * *
In my report on the activities of the Executive Committee of

the Communist International, I shall stress two large groups of
questions: the results of the work carried on by the Communists
among the masses and the development of our Party work.

For the sake of clarity, I shall divide the period covered by
the report into three stages, corresponding to the development
of the class struggle and the prevalence in each stage of definite
forms of the revolutionary movement:

1. The maturing of a new upsurge in the revolutionary
movement.

2. The revolutionary movement in the years of greatest crisis.
3. The shift of the Socialist workers towards a united front

with the Communists.
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I. THE MATURING OF A NEW UPSURGE IN
THE REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT

THE events that immediately followed the Sixth World Con-
gress confirmed our analysis of the prospects of the revolu­

tionary movement. We were right when we said that the
development of the revolution in China, the uprising in Indo­
nesia, the gigantic demonstrations in Europe and America against
the execution of Sacco and Vanzetti, the general strike in Great
Britain in 1926, the July events in Vienna in 1927 and the great
pread of the strike movement in most of the capitalist countries

that began in 1927 were symptoms of the beginning of a new
revolutionary upsurge. We foretold the continuance of this up­
surge, which is not divided by a Chinese Wall from the revolu­
tionary crisis. The Congress set the Sections of the Communist
International the task of organizing and leading the growing
truggle of the toilers against the exploiting classes.

The Economic and Political Struggles of the Proletariat

Within a few months after the Sixth Conw-ess a wave of
economic strikes, such as had not been witnessed for a long time,
broke out in all the European countries. In Lodz, there began
one of the biggest textile workers' strikes in the history of the
Polish working-class movement, which turned into a general
strike of the proletariat of Lodz. In the Ruhr, 200,000 workers
fought for five weeks for an increase in waRes. In Northern
France, the textile workers went on strike. The parliamentary
lections in Germany, Poland and France showed a considerable

increase in the number of votes cast for the Communists, which
was evidence of the growing political character of the stir that
had begun.

This new revolutionary upsurge was by no means confined to
9



the European countries. It was reflected in the anti-imperialist
and the agrarian revolution in China and in the national revolu~

tionary and working-class movement in India.
The movement showed that the broad masses of the toilers,

who had recovered from the defeats of the years 1921-23, were
not willing to accept the further impairment of their conditions
brought about by rationalization and the general crisis of capi­
talism. It was true that capitalist production was sharply on the
upgrade, but the condition of the working class was growing
markedly worse. It was true that a section of the employed
workers were receiving higher wages than in the earlier post-war
years, but, on the other hand, explo~tation due to rationalization
had become incredibly intensified and a large number of workers
had been forced out of the production process.

The Socialists talked about uprosperity", but unemployment
increased. The Socialists talked about ((economic democracy",
but sweating in the factories was becoming unendurable. The
Social-Democrats prated about ((organized capitalism" which was
overcoming its internal difficulties, but class antagonisms were
growing daily more acute and were resulting in a growth of the
class struggle.

The Social-Democrats in all countries placed themselves en~

tirely at the service of the development of capitalist economy.
The prospects they held out of the development of capitalist
economy into socialism they deduced from the growth and suc­
cess of capitalism at that time. Hence their theory of the possi­
bility of upermanent prosperity", of a udevelopment without
crises", of ((organized capitalism", and ((industrial democracy"
under which the workers and the employers were to be ((equal
parties" in the settlement of economic questions. In some coun­
tries the Social-Democrats called this uconstructive socialism"~

in accordance with which the growth of capitalist economy, it
was supposed, would lead to socialism by way of parliamentar
democracy and coalition governments.

Guided by these views, the Social-Democrats strove for still
closer relations with the bourgeois State, and in Germany, Gr«at
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Britain Clod Denmark took part in the capitalist -governments.
Furthermore, the Social-Democrats became interlocked with the
heads of the trusts and had posts on board~ of directors con­
ferred on them by the bourgeoisie. The natural consequence of
this was that the Social-Democrats advocated restricting the clasti
struggle and industrial peace and endeavored to bar strikes by
the workers. All matters affecting the economic interests of the
working class were to be decided by State arbitration boards.

From this position of the Social-Democratic leaders, and in
view of the commanding position held by the bourgeoisie in rela­
tion to the working class, it followed automaticall; that the pro­
letariat would have been completely delivered over to the tender
mercies of the bourgeoisie and would have remained without any
leadership whatsover in its economic struggles, had not the Com­
munists vigorously opposed the collaboration of the Social­
Democrats with the bourgeoisie by the class struggle and had they
not attempted to organize a revolutionary leadership of the eco­
nomic and political struggles.

Because of the necessity of defending the vital interests of
the toiling masses, of intensifying their ability to fight increasing
exploitation and oppression, because of the necessity of rallying
the masses for this struggle, there devolved on the Communists,
as the Ninth Plenum of the Executive Committee of the Com­
munist International in 1928 stated, the task of laying down a
more precise and distinct

u. • • political line of their own, fundamentally differing from
the IL'le of the reformists both on all general political questions
(war, attitude towards the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
China, India, Egypt, etc.) and on questions of the day-to-day
struggle of the working class (against arbitr~tion, against wage
reductions, against a longer working day, against supporting the
capitalists in the matter of rationalization, against {industrial
peace', etc.)."

In tactics, this political line of the Communists found expres­
sion iJ;l the slogan ((class against class"-the class of proletarians
against the class of the bourgeoisie.
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The tactics of ((class against class" were directed against the
bloc of the Social-Democrats with the bourgeoisie and aimed at
destroying the bloc of the Social-Democratic leaders with the
bourgeoisie. The~e tactics were not aimed against the united
front of the Communists with the Socialists for the struggle
against the bourgeoisie, but, on the contrary, presupposed it.
They aimed at creating a revolutionary leadership of the eco­
nomic and political struggles of the proletariat.

The resolution of the E.C.C.I. of February, 1928, on the
tactics of (Cclass against class" in Great Britain made this quite
clear.

It said that

Ulnasmuch as large strata of the working class still follow the
reformist leaders, it is absolutely essen.tial to propose a united
front on both a national and local scale, in order once more to
expose the leaders of the Labor Party and the trade unions, who
prefer unity with the capitalists to unity with the revolutionary
workers."

Laying down a sharp line of demarcation between the reform­
ist and Communist policies, which is absolutely necessary and
one of the essential foundations of our tactics of ((class against
class", by no means precludes Communists, while conducting
their independent election campaigns, from undertaking at elec­
tions-for instance, in Great Britain-to support the Labor can­
didates who vote in favor of the urgent demands of the working
class, or in France, concluding election agreements with the
Socialists in special cases in order to prevent the election of reac­
tionary candidates. Unless such a united front of the workers
against the capitalists is created, it is impossible to defend effec­
tively the vital interests of the workers in the struggle against the
bourgeoisie.

The tactics of ((class against class" strengthened the Commu­
nist Parties and enabled them to appear before the working class
as an independent force in the leadership of the class struggle.
In Great Britain, the Communists for the first time began to
carryon big mass campaigns independently all over the country.
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In France, the Communists set themselves up as an independent
factor against the Left bloc. It was only by determinedly pur­
suing an independent line that the Communist Party of Germany
was able to carry with it large sections of the masses who were
turning away from Social-Democracy, to organize tremendous
strike actions and demonstrations and to create a powerful front
of revolutionary class struggle.

But these successes must not blind us to the fact that in pur­
suing these tactics a number of sectarian mistakes were com­
mitted. While the Communists in Great Britain were right in
putting up their independent candidates against the Labor Party
leaders in the parliamentary elections and fighting on their be­
half, it was wrong for the small Communist Party to concentrate
all its attention on its own candidates and to make but little effort
to have candidates put up by Labor conferences of local trade
union and Labor Party branches. While the Communists in
Germany acted rightly in definitely dissociating themselves from
the Social-Democrats and conducting a ruthless struggle again t

Zoergiebel and Severing, it was wrong of the Communists to dis­
sociate themselves also from the Social-Democratic workers and
to call them ((little Zoergjebels". While it was right for the Com­
munists in 1928 and 1929 in Germany, France, Great Britain
and a number of other countries, in view of the conditions that
existed at that time, not to make proposals for a united front to
the Social-Democratic leaders, it was wrong to interpret the deci­
sions of the Communist International as meaning that our com­
rades must not make such proposals to the local organizations
of the Social-Democrats and of the reformist trade unions.

Owing to this defective application of our tactics of ((class
against class", and frequently even to the distorted idea that these
tactics supposedly precluded the united front, our Sections in this
stage of the struggle failed to achieve the success they might have
achieved. It was only when the upsurge in the strike movement
began and the Social-Democrats opposed this movement, set the
State arbitration machinery in motion and began to stifle the
strikes, that the revolutionary tactics of the Communists gained
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the sympathies of large niunbers of workers. Our Sections began
to underitand how important for the struggle of the workers was
the organization of independent strike committees elected by the
workers themselves.

True, the Communists here came into conflict with the reform­
ist trade union leaders, who, by referring to trade union discipline
and by threatening expulsion, tried to prevent the Communists
from organizing the strike struggle. But under no circumstances
could the Communists renounce the struggle on behalf of the
demands of the masses, and the organization of their struggles,
cut of respect for such trade union discipline. Without viola­
tions of the trade union discipline exercised by the reformist
leaders, and without the organization of independent strike com­
mittees, there would have been no Lodz strike, no struggle in the
Ruhr, and no powerful strike movement in Czechoslovakia.

In view of the policy of economic peace pursued by the Social­
Democrats, had there been no Communist leadership of the strike
struggle the bourgeoisie even in the years of economic boom
would have succeeded to a far greater degree in carrying out their
plan of lowering wages, lengthe.ning the working day and worsen­
ing labor conditions. Many thousands of workers, if they had
failed to see anybody leading their struggles, would have with­
drawn disappointed from the class struggle.

And so, as in 1914, the Communists once more· saved the
honor of the working-class movement, the honor of socialism.

The Communists, who assumed the lead of a number of large
strikes and numerous small strikes, organized picket lines and
demonstrations and raised the masses from economic struggles to
political struggles, therein displayed a very strong fighting spirit
and themselves bore the main brunt of the sacrifices. Thanks to
this, they gained considerable influence among the working-class
masses and in all the mass organizations of the workers.

The Consequences of Sectarian Mistakes

. But here, too, the Communists committed many sectarian
errors. They were unable to clinch their influence organization­
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ally in the reformist organizations and among the unorganized
workers. By organizing strike struggles, the Communists
strengthened the spirit of class struggle among the proletariat,
although the Social-Democrats were advocating economic peace
and preaching ((Mondism" and the like. Nevertheless, the Com­
munists frequently committed the mistake of continuing a strike
even after the majority of the strikers had returned to work. As
a result, they frequently isolated themselves from the broad work­
ing-class masses.

With the help of the slogan demanding independent leader-
hip of strikes by the revolutionary minority, the Communists

helped to bring about strikes and to free revolutionary trade
union work from the fetters of the reformist trade union appa­
ratus. But in carrying out this slogan the first essential task of a
revolutionary minority was ignored, namely, to secure the consent

f the majority of the workers of a given factory to the declara­
tion of a strike and to create an independent strike leadership
elected by the strikers themselves.

Although the Communists acted rightly in coming out against
the traditional aristocratic attitude of the reformists towards the
unorganized workers and in favor of drawing the unorganized
workers into the strikes and on to strike committees, neverth.eless,
a number of Communists, particularly in Germany, went so far
as to underrate the importance of the organized workers and the
influence of the reformist trade unions not only among the or­
ganized, but also among the unorganized workers.

The Red International of Labor Unions was right in setting
the task of smashing the monopolist claim of the reformist trade
union bureaucracy to decide on economic struggles, a monopoly
it utilized only in order to prevent such struggles. But the de­
cision of the Strassburg Conference at the beginning of 1929
went beyond this aim when it declared that ((it is the task of the
trike l~adership and strike committee independently to prepare

for and lead the strike struggles in spite of and in opposition to
the reformist trade unions." This also applies to the instruction
that ((in the election of committees of action in the case of lock-
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outs and of strike committees and other or~ans of struggle, all
persons connected with Social-Democracy and the trade union
bureaucracy are to be rejected on the grounds that they are
strikebreakers"•

The experience of the struggle has also shown that the reform­
ist trade union leaders, under the pressure of the increasing senti­
ment of the masses in favor of a strike, have not always been
able to reject the strike, and therefore the tactics of the united
front were both feasible and necessary. The opportunists in our
ranks advocated the view that in the matter of strikes, pressure
must be brought to bear on the reformist trade union bureaucracy
through the trade union members, but that in the event of the
trade union leaders rejecting the strike, their decisions must be
abided by. It goes without saying that we had to combat this
opportunist view. But, on the other hand, it was a mistake to
think that it was opportunism to exert pressure on the reformist
trade union bureaucracy.at all through the trade union members,
which was the interpretation given to our opposition to the Brand­
lerite slogan, Z wingt die Bonzen (Bring Pressure on the Bureau­
crats) in Germany and later in other countries. The revolu­
tionary minority concentrated all its attention on independent
leadership of strikes, but in doing so they lost sight of such a duty
as participating in strike movements led by the reformist trade
union leaders, as work facilitating the acquisition of a firm in­
fluence over the majority of the workers participating in these
strike movements.

In spite of these sectarian mistakes, the influence of the Com­
munists among the organized working-class masses grew very
rapidly. It was for this reason that the reformist trade union
~eaders began to expel Communists from the trade unions in Ger­
many, Great Britain, the United States and in a number of other
countries.

The Communist Party in Germany adopted quite correct
fighting tactics against these measures, recommending its fol­
lowers to sign the declarations demanded by the reformist trade
union leaders to the effect that they would submit to trade union
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discipline, in order thereby to make it possible for them to remain
in the trade unions. The growing indignation of the revolution­
ary workers over the expulsions and over the reformist policy of,
splits induced many Communist functionaries to issue a pseudo­
radical and utterly sectarian appeal not to pay membership does.
Naturally, this was immediately taken advantage of by the
reformist trade union leaders in order to proceed still more
vigorously with the expulsion of the opposition. The reform!!ts
pursued similar splitting tactics in the sports and educational
organizations.

This policy of the reformists demanded the organized consoli­
dation of the revolutionary trade union opposition, particularly in
Germany and Poland; and indeed, in 1928 and in 1929, certain
successes were achieved. But here again a sectarian mistake was
committed: the Revolutionary Trade Union Opposition was trans­
formed into new trade unions and, as a result, found itself iso­
lated from the greater mass of members of the reformist trade
unions. Another mistake was that our Sections in other countries
mechanically took over this decision of the German Communist
Party, ignoring the absolutely different concrete situation existing
in their own particular countries.

The most glaring example of sectarianism in the trade union
movement was provided in Great Britain, where in the face of the
sharp attacks of the Right members of the General Council and
the vacillations of the Left trade union leaders, the Communists
adopted such clumsy and sectarian tactics that the Minority
Movement actually fell to pieces. Adopting the course of inde­
pendently leading the economic struggle, the Communists, as a
result of former Right mistakes and the inadequate organizational
consolidation of the Minority Movement, transferred their main
work from the trade union groups to individual members and
from the trade unions to the unorganized workers, and set up
their scanty forces against the whole trade union movement.
These mistakes were aggravated by the fact that the Communists
regarded the Minority Movement as the germ of new trade
unions and discontinued recruiting workers for the trade unions,
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issuing appeals to join the ranks of the Minority Movement. It
must be bome in mind that these mistakes were committed by our
comrades in a country where the reformist trade unions possess
the oldest traditions. In such a state of affairs, the Communists
were bound to become entirely isolated from the trade union
movement, and the Minority Movement collapsed. It is only with
great difficulty that our British comrades, having realized their
mistakes and correspondingly altered their trade union policy,
are managing to regain their influence in the trade union move­
ment.

It was precisely the fact that the strength of the traditions
that bind the working class masses to the old trade union organ­
izations was underrated, and that the main stress in our work was
laid on strengthening the Red trade unions and on building revo­
lutionary trade unions, that resulted in the Communists for sev­
eral years neglecting work in the reformist trade unions, although
such work was quite feasible. It was natural that this should have
very severely hindered the spread of our influence among the
masses of organized trade unionists.

In spite of all this, the fact remains that in the pre-crisis
period, especially when the economic strike was the principal form
of development of the class struggle, the Communists were the
chief initiators and leaders of the strike struggle in a number of
countries. During this period the Communist Parties gained in
political strength and their ideological inBuence among the masses
markedly increased. But they still did not become a force that
was fully able to utilize the new situation that had come about
with the outbreak of the eco~omic crisis in the interests of the
class struggle of the proletariat.

This leads me to the second stage of the struggle in the period
under review, the stage embracing the revolutionary movement
in the years of greatest crisis.
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II. :THE REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT IN
THE YEARS OF GREATEST CRISIS

IN the autumn of 1929 the industrial crisis began in America,
which became interwoven with the agrarian crisis in the peas­

ant countries and the crisis in the colonies, and which spread with
extraordinary rapidity all over the capitalist world.

This crisis brought appalling misery to the toiling. masses.
Many millions of industrial workers and office employees were
discharged from factories, mines, and offices. According to the
Bulletin of the Labor Office of the League of Nations, ~he num­
ber of unemployed in 34 industrial countries alone increased
from 6,538,000 in 1929 to 29,042,000 in 1932. According to
official figures, the number of unemployed in the United States
in 1932 reached 12,000,000 and, according to the Hamilton In­
stitute, as much as 17,000,000. In Germany, according to official
data, there were 7,000,000 unemployed in 1932.

In every country the wages of employed workers fell. Mil­
lions of workers were put on part-time work with corresponding
reductions in wages. Skilled workers were reduced to the stand­
ard of living of unskilled workers and employed workers to the
standard of living of unemployed workers.

According to the German government Bureau of Statistics,
the total wages of German workers, clerical workers and govern­
ment employees fell from M.44,500,000,000 in 1929 to M.26,­
000,000,000 in 1932. Total wages in the United States fell from
$17,200,000,000 in 1929 to $6,800,000,000 in 1932.

Not a single worker or office employee in a single capitalist
country was certain of the morrow. Millions were condemned to
hunger and cold. Millions became beggared and homeless, spend­
ing their nights in parks, public squares and under bridges. The
working class, which created all the wealth of modem society,
sank to a state of poverty unknown to the memory of man.
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But no less became the poverty and want of the toiling peas­
·antry. In order to plunder the peasant masses, monopoly capital,
the trusts and the banks lowered the price of the produce of peas­
ant agriculture, while maintaining the former level of prices for
manufactured goods. The banks ruthlessly collected interest on
loans and mortgage debts. The burden of taxation steadily in­
creased since the State made subsidies to the insolvent banks and
trusts.

This policy of plundering the peasants accelerated the deter­
ioration of peasant farming, totally ruining tens of thousands of
peasant households and condemning millions of households to
languish in misery. In a number of countries elements of the
feudal system have been restored or strengthened. The poorest
strata of the peasantry have fallen prey to the usurers. The
bailiff has become a permanent uguest" in the peasant farms.
Famine devours whole agricultural regions in Poland, North­
eastern Japan, and the Carpathian Ukraine. Poverty and want
have become the lot of a large section of the American farmers.

The horror of the situation is emphasized by the fact that
warehouses and corn-bins in all countries are bursting with grain,
grain is being used as fuel for locomotives, coffee is being dumped
into the sea, while the producer of these commodities-the peas­
ant-starves.

No better is the situation of the t~rban petty bourgeoisie, whose
impoverishment is taken advantage of by the trusts and big
capitalists in order to seize the property of the petty bourgeois.
The petty-bourgeois intellectuals are steadily losing their means
of subsistence, thousands of teachers, doctors, lawyers and espe­
cially engineers and agronomists are leading a wretched existence
as unemployed. Knowledge and ability lose all meaning when
the capitalists are unable to derive profit from them.

But still more desperate has become the situation of the
peoples of the colonies and the dependent countries, who owing
to the still greater reduction in the price of the product of their
labor under the pressure of imperialist monopoly, and as the result
of the high price of manufactured articles, have been literally

20



ruined. Hundreds of millions of peasants in the colonies are­
starving. Epidemics, which were considered to have been eradi­
cated, break out with new virulence and exterminate the physi­
cally .exhausted population. The hunger and want of the unem­
ployed of China, India, Indo-China and Africa, for whom no
relief of any kind is provided, bafHe description.

The avarice of the imperialist bourgeoisie, which has no con­
cern for the starving masses, started a steadily rising tide of move­
ments of the toilers against their exploiters and tormentors. These­
movements have become an increasing menace to the supremacy
of the imperialists in the colonies and the dependent countries.

The Imperialist Bourgeoisie Is Seeking a Way Out
in War and Fascism

The imperialist bourgeoisie cannot confine itself to plundering
the toiling masses of its own countries and the colonial posses­
sions it had seized. The accentuation of the class struggles, the
shrinkage of profits, bankruptcies and· the decline of foreign
trade drive the bourgeoisie to make preparations for a war in
order to increase their profits by seizing and plundering foreign
countries. These preparations are simultaneously and primarily
designed for the destruction of the Soviet Union, the home, the
basis and the bulwark of the proletarian revolution. Thus a
frantic race for armaments begins.

Japan seized Manchuria in order to create a stepping-off place
for a war against the Soviet Union. She razes Chapei, the suburb
of Shanghai, to the ground, in order to bring China under her
influence. War breaks out between Paraguay and Bolivia.

In Germany, the most reactionary, chauvinistic and national­
ist elements of finance capital set up a fascist dictatorship. They
propagate ccthe myth of blood and honor", the ccracial theory",
the theory of belligerent German imperialism. They preach a
crusade against the Soviet Union and for the extermination of
Marxism all over the world.

Italian imperialism makes preparations for the annexation of
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Ethiopia, thereby creating a new center of war. Indeed, when it
is a question of increasing the profits of the bourgeoisie, or, all
the more, when it is a question of arresting the decline of profits,
the bourgeoisie is prepared to commit the most heinous, gruesome
and bloody crimes.

Nevertheless, the growing revolutionary upsurge and the in­
creasing sympathy of the toiling masses for the Soviet Union, on
the one hand, and the unprecedented plundering of the masses,
the frantic arming for a new war and the organization of fascist
forces by the bourgeoisie, on the other, go to show that tremen­
dous class conflicts are impending. At the same time, they indi­
cate the weakness of the bourgeoisie.

The first symptoms of the approach of these conflicts were
manifested as early as 1930 and 1931. In Spain, the powerful and
spontaneous mass movement in the spring of 1931 overthrew the
fascist dictatorship and drove out King Alfonso. It was the be­
ginning of the Spanish bourgeois-democratic revolution.

In China, a new wave of anti-imperialist and agrarian revolu­
tion started, which found expression in the formation of Soviets
and the creation of a powerful Red Army.

In Indo-China, a revolt of the peasant masses broke out
against the yoke of imperialism.

But a profound disturbance of the imperialist system was pro­
ceeding in the largest imperialist countries as well. In the spring
of 1931, the Eleventh Plenum of the Executive Committee of the
Communist International was already able to record that in Ger­
many the conditions for a revolutionary crisis were maturing and
that in Poland the elements of a revolutionary crisis were mul­
~iplying. In' the autumn of 1932, the Twelfth Plenum of the
Executive Committee of the Communist International aHirmed
that the temporary partial stabilization of capitalism had come to
an end and that the transition to a new round of revolutions and
wars was under way.

In affirming this, the Twelfth Plenum based itself on the con­
tinued rise of the revolutionary upsurge, on the maturing of the
revolutionary crisis in Germany and Poland, on th.e revolutions
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in China and Spain and on the oHensive undertaken by Japan
against China. The Plenum also based itself on the fact that
the Versailles system was being profoundly undermined, that the
agreement between the victorious states against Germany had
collapsed, as had the agreement between Great Britain, Japan,
America and France for the joint exploitation of China. This
was accompanied by the maturing of a new imperialist war,
while at the same time the political, economic and military power
of the Soviet Union was being consolidated.

The Working Class Is Seeking a Wa)1 Out m Revolutwn

The Communist International drew the attention of all toilers
to the fact that in the Soviet Union the dictatorship of the prole­
tariat has put an end to unemployment in the towns and to
pauperism in the country, that the condition of the toiling
masses was improving from day to day and that in the Soviet
Union socialism was victorious.

The Soviet Union showed the toiling masses the only path of
salvation from poverty, want and incredible suHering. This is the
path of salvation from fascism and war.

The task that the Communist International laid upon its
Sections was to make the mighty example given to the toiling
masses of the world by the Soviet Union known to these masses,
to make the great lesson afforded by this example part of the
flesh and blood of these masses.

This example was to signify that the toiling masses must
abandon every false bourgeois and Social-Democratic theory,
theories that inculcate in the working class the idea that
since crises are natural to capitalism, the working class should
meekly consent to bear the whole burden of the crisis; theories
that inculcate in the toiling masses the idea that since wars are
natural to capitalism, they cannot prevent them; theories that
inculcate in the toiling masses the idea that since t~e develop­
ment of decaying capitalism is leading to fascism, the latter is
inevitable.
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The immediate tactical task of the Communists during the
crisis was to prevent the burden of the crisis being laid on the
backs of the starving masses by organizing the struggle. The
central strategic point of the struggle in connection with these
tactics lay in Germany.

But the working class entered this struggle internally di­
vided. In every country, the Social-Democratic Party, the oldest
and largest workers' party, was corroded by the rust of reform­
ism and, in the conditions of the crisis, stood for class collabora­
tion with the bourgeoisie. Only the comparatively young and,
in many countries, still insufficiently influential Communist Party
stood for an irreconcilable class struggle.

Class collaboration with the bourgeoisie or class struggle-­
this controversy was still rending the ranks of the proletariat and
enfeebling its forces.

The Communists took the lead of numerous large and small
actions of the workers and peasants and called upon them to
fight. The Social-Democrats, on the contrary, declared that
under the conditions of the crisis a fight against dismissals and
wage reductions was senseless.

The Struggle of the Unemployed

In spite of the Social-Democrats, the Communists in a number
of countries succeeded in raising the movement of the unem­
ployed-that most ill-treated section of the toilers-to a high
level. In countries where government unemployment insurance
existed, as 'in Germany, Great Britain, Poland, Czechoslovakia
and Austria, the Communists took the lead of the struggle
against attempts to impair the insurance system, against a re­
duction of relief and of the duration of relief. and against the
replacement of unemployment insurance by crisis relief. In the
United States, where there is no government unemployment in­
surance, the Communists developed a campaign for the intro­
duction of such insurance, drafted an insurance bill. organized
demonstrations, meetings and congresses on its behalf and gained
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the support of trade unions and advanced intellectuals for this.
In all countries the Communists led the fi~ht against evic­

tions of unemployed for non-payment of rent and in favor of the
granting of additional relief by the municipalities in money and
kind-potatoes, coal, and so forth.

This fight was an extremely difficult one. It was only by the
creation of a network of unemployed organizations and by big
demonstrations, in the course of which sharp clashes with the
police frequently took place, that it became possible to wring
concessions from the bourgeois State and its organs in favor of
the unemployed.

As a result of this struggle, it became possible in a number of
countries to ease the lot of a section of the unemployed and to

ffer vigorous resistance to the impairment of social insurance
legislation. However, it was not possible to prevent such im­
pairment.

If, in spite of the stubborn fight put up by the advanced
ection of the unemployed, this movement was not more widely

developed and converted into a struggle of the broad masses of
the toilers, and if, in 1932, the unemployed movement in a ma­
jority of the countries even began to subside, it was owing to the
following causes:

1. The criminal sabotage and the direct resistance shown by
the Social-Democratic leaders to the demands and the movement
of the unemployed prevented the securing of a tangible improve­
ment in the conditions of the vast mass of the unemployed, which
evoked disappointment and passivity in the latter.

2. The Social-Democratic Party prevented support being
given to the unemployed movement by the strike movement of
the employed workers, who remained passive in face of the
poverty, want and starvation of the unemployed.

3. We succeeded in enlisting only an insignificant part of the
unemployed, about 10 or 20 per cent, in the active struggle, the
majority of the unemployed remaining passive.

4. Not all the forms and methods of struggle were tried which
might have aroused public opinion much more powerfully and
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have won the greater sympathy of the whole people for the
$truggle of the unemployed. This could not be secured by p0­

litical demonstrations alone, which at times did not even pursue
a concrete aim. We all remember what a weat impression the
hunger marches in Great Britain and the United States produced
throughout the world. But how much greater would the impres·
sion on public opinion have been if all the hungry unemployed,
together with their wives and children, had really come on to the
streets with the simple demand for bread and support.

5. Nor were the Communists able to popularize slogans the
concrete nature of which might have mobilized the unemployed in
the struggle against capital, or to link up the masses in the fac­
tories with this struggle.

We are referring to such demands as the confiscation of
stocks in favor of the unemployed, extra taxation of the capi·
talists, taking over factories that were standing idle or in which
wholesale discharges were taking place, and so forth. It is true
that in certain countries such demands were put forward by the
Communists, but in most cases this was not done in good time
they were not popularized on a large enough scale, and, what is
most important, no serious fight on their behalf was undertaken.

6. Not all the ways of securing public and government sup­
port for the unemployed were discovered. I should like here to
quote only one example taken from the Soviet Union. In 1921,
when famine raged in the Soviet Union, the masses of the people
compelled the priests of the reactionary Christian church to sur·
render to the masses, for the purpose of assisting the starving,
the gold and silver they had hoarded. The masses of the people
in Germany, the United States, Austria, Poland and other coun­
tries should have similarly compelled the wealthy, the church and
the government to open up their treasures for the unemployed
who were dying of starvation.

What is also beyond doubt is that the fatalistic attitude of
the Social-Democratic leaders that nothin~ could avail against
the elementary force of the crisis exerted its influence on the
whole proletariat. In the leadership of the unemployed move-
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ment there was far too much sheer agitation and far too little
initiative in the organization of a real struggle. The Commu­
nists, who had been able, it is true, to organize thousands and
tens of thousands of unemployed, had still not learned to draw
millions into this movement.

That is why when the fascists in Germany began to organize
charity soup kitchens for the unemployed, a part of the unem­
ployed swallowed this bait, were duped by the propaganda of
Volksgemeinschaft (the community of interest of the whole peo.
pIe) and turned away from the revolutionary struggle. Th
activity of the movement also subsided in other countries.

~he Strike J{ove~ent

I now come to the strike mO'Yement in the period of the crisis.
That the Communists were not able to mobilize the industrial
workers for the strike struggle in the early years of the crisis
(1930 to 1932) and that the latter remained deaf to the strike
calls of the Communists was owing to the sabotage of every
strike movement by the reformist trade union leaders and to the
Social-Democratic ideology that held that no strikes could be
tonducted during the crisis. The inBuence of the Communists
among the trade union workers in the factories was also ver
much diminished by the mass expulsion of Communists from tht
trade unions.

But finally, in 1932, the workers in a number of countries
nevertheless began more and more frequently to undertake spon­
taneous fights. Faced with the growing strike sentiment of the
masses, the trade union leaders felt themselves obliged to join in
strike struggles and even to lead strikes.

In Poland;, 50,399 workers went on strike against wage cuts,
dismissals and the closing down of factories in 1930, and 106,­
985 in 1931. In 1932 the number rose to 313,934 and in 1933
to 458,399. In a number of instances the workers resorted to
stay-in strikes, barricading themselves in the factories in order to
prevent them from being shut down and the workers dismissed.
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In many cases the extraordinary stubbornness of the Polish
workers compelled the employers to abandon the intended wage

uts and dismissals. The Communists played an outstanding
part in organizing these fights. In this way it was proved to the
working class that even during the crisis it is possible to repulse
the offensive of capital, and this served both to strengthen the
fighting spirit of the workers and to increase the respect
enjoyed by the Communists as organizers of the struggle.

In Great Britain, the working class put up considerable re­
sistance to the capitalist offensive from ,the very beginning of the
crisis. In 1930, 307,000 workers went on strike, in 1931-490,-
00 and in 1932-379,000. Approximately one-quarter of the

strikes ended favorably for the workers, and about 34 per cent
ended in compromises. Here also it was proven that su(:cessful
strikes could be conducted during the crisis.

But in other countries, where the crisis was particularly pro­
found, as in Germany and the United States, the working class in
the early years of the crisis was not in a position to put up any
large degree of resistance to wage cuts by means of strikes. An
upsurge of the strike movement in the United States began only
in 1933, when the number of strikers totalled 774,763. In Ger­
many, after a general lull in the strike movement, it was only in
the autumn of 1932 that a big strike of the Berlin transport
workers broke out which acquired great political significance. But
this strike, too, was stifled by the Social-Democrats.

What the Communists had ~amed the workers about from
"the very beginning of the crisis came to pass: the Social-Demo­
cratic policy and strategy resulted in crippling the fighting power
of the proletariat and, consequently, in an enormous increase of
its misery. This was due to the fact that the workers did not
heed the call of the Communists to resist wage cuts and dismissals,
to fight for the maintenance and increase of unemployment
relief, and thus'made it possible for the capitalists to render the
conditions of the toilers still more unfavorable and to improve
"their own position at the latter's expense.

Despite this Social-Democratic policy of preventing big con­
28



flicts, groups of advanced toilers time and again resorted to the
political struggle against capital and pointed to millions and tens
of millions of people the right road to follow.

I shall only recall the big unemployed demonstrations on
March 6, 1930 in the United States, in which nearly a million
unemployed took part, a number of big demonstrations in Ger­
many in 1930 and 1931, the great unemployed demonstrations in
Budapest on September 1, 1930, the farmers' strikes in the
United States in 1932, the great march of the veterans on
Washington in 1932, the Spanish revolution on April 14, 1931,
the strike in the British navy at Invergordon on September 14,
1931, the mutiny in the Chilean navy in September 1931, the
peasant risings in the Western Ukraine in 1932 and the mutiny

n the Dutch warship De Zeven Provinzien in February, 1933.

Dcfects in the Orgalli.zation of th'e Mass Struggle

of the Toilers

But why did these stormy political movement's of the toiler
remain but a flash in the pan, producing no important results in
rhe struggle for lib~ration? Why were they not transformed into·
~ political mass struggle against the bourgeois State?

The causes lie in the following four main weaknesses:
1. These movements were largely spontaneous, undertaken

without serious preparation, without a joint organization of all
forces, without concrete fighting aims. They were only to a
minor extent movements in response to the call of the Commu­
nist Party.

2. True, the Communist Party endeavored to provide these
movements with concrete slogans, to widen their scope and to
raise in them the political consciousness of the masses to a higher
plane; but the Social-Democratic Party and the reformist trade
unions opposed this with all their might and main. The Com­
munist Parties were still not strong and influential enough to
organize the masses who had spontaneously undertaken the po­
litical struggle and to give them firm guidance.
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3. Communists, Social-Democrats and unorganized workers
participated in these movements. These masses, who had entered
the struggle spontaneously, would have held together longer and
could have been led further in the struggle only if a united front
had been created between the Communist and Social-Democratic
organizations. But the Social-Democratic Party was opposed to
such a united front and rendered it impossible. It would, more·
over, have been necessary to create permanent organs to lead
the struggle, electe,d by the masses and consisting of Communist$
Socialists and unorganized workers, organs which would have
enjoyed sufficient authority among the masses to draw increas·
ingly larger numbers into the struggle and at the same time to
ensure revolutionary leadership of the whole movement. Such
organs, however, were not created.

4. It is true that the idea of creating such permanent organs
was conceived in the unemployed movement. But the city and
district unemployed committees formed here and there by the
Communists were neither organized on a sufficiently broad basis
nor enjoyed sufficient authority among the masses to accomplish
this great task. Nowhere did they become in any way notable
political centers, focal points for the Sf'mpathies of all the toilers
nor did they become the affair of the whole class. The Commu·
nists did not even make any serious attempt to explain to the
toilers the meaning and significance of these organs. The conse­
quence was that it became possible for the bourgeoisie and the
Social-Democratic Party to' represent these organs as ((irre­
sponsible" and casual bodies, or as purely affairs of the Commu- '
nist Party and thus to weaken their influence among the non­
Communist workers. Under the conditions that prevailed in
the crisis, the Communist Parties had to assume very big and
serious tasks in leading the masses; the Communists had to count'
in millions and to attempt to include all strata of the toilers in
the fighting front. The accomplishment of this task was all the
more difficult since before the crisis the Communist Parties in
most countries had been numerically weak organizations and
exerted influence on a relatively thin stratum of the workers.
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, The rapid change in the situation, the tremendous growth in
the discontent of the masses and the increase of the fascist
menace and the menace of war required that the Communists
should have constantly reviewed the situation and the role played
by the various parties, groups and persons and have launched at
the proper time the slogans corresponding to the changed situa­
tion. This complexity of the situation also demanded tremendous
organizational work. In fulfilling these tasks the Communists
gave many brilliant examples of good work. But in face of the
rapid and politically complicated development of events, they
often came out too late with their slogans, did not always cor­
rectly estimate the relation of class forces and frequently per­
sisted in slogans and fighting methods which somewhat earlier
had been correct, but which had become antiquated with the
change in the situation.

It is true that the Communist Parties had grasped the im­
portant decisions of the Sixth World Congress to the effect that a
new revolutionary upsurge was impending. But they often did
not sufficiently realize that a revolutionary upsurge is not sepa­
rated from a revolutionary crisis by a Chinese wall. They often
entertained very simplified notions of the manner and means by
which the masses of the workers would break with their old
reformist leaders and come over to the side of the revolutionary
struggle.

Always with the Masses and at the Head of the Masses

In a number of cases the Communists also overestimated the
. political maturity of the masses and believed that hard and
strenuous work was no longer required to train the masses for the
political struggle and to convince them of its necessity. They
believed that it was sufficient to carryon propaganda in favor of
Soviet govemment and to explain to the masses the program
which the Communists would carry into effect when they had
seized power, in order to persuade the workers to accept their
leadership. These false ideas led several Communist Parties to
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become transformed at times into mere propaganda organs for
our program, instead of combining propaganda in favor of our
program with the task of supplying the masses at the proper time
with slogans that would mobilize them for the struggle at the
given stage.

These erroneous ideas entertained by numerous Communists
manifested themselves primarily in the trade union question
and the development of the economic struggle. The Commu­
nists who had been expelled from the reformist trade unions
adopted a hostile attitude toward the reformist trade unions on
the supposition that the more we denounced the reformist or­
ganizations for their passivity, their sabotage of strikes and their
reformism, the more rapidly and spontaneously would the ma~ses

break with them and go over to the small trade union skeleton
organizations of the Communists.

The Communists failed to note what Comrade Stalin had said
on May 9, 1925, to the Moscow Party functionaries:

CClf the Communist Parties wish to become a real mass force
capable of -advancing the revolution, they must link up with the
trade unions and rely upon them for support."

Comrade Stalin pointed out that some Communists

ct. • • do not understand that, whether good or bad, the rank-and­
file worker regards the trade unions as his citadels, his strong­
holds, which help him to maintain his wages, his working day,
and so forth."

And it was precisely in the time of the crisis, when utter
misery fell to the lot of the toiling masses, that the rank-and-file
worker felt very strongly that his trade union, however bad it
might be, was nevertheless able to give him legal aid and certain
material assistance, even if slight, that his trade union was a
definite power-and he therefore did not want to break with it.

In a number of countries the Communists made the mistake
of ignoring these sentiments of the masses, did no work in the
trade unions and failed to change their attitude towards the trade
unions in good time and to pass from the united front from below
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to a united front with the organizations. In Germany, certain
Communists, in face of the fascist offensive, even spoke of the
necessity of ((destroying" the reformist trade unions, thereby
helping to isolate the Communists from the organized workers.

In America, the Communists for a long time declared that
the American Federation of Labor was a purely capitalist strike~

breaking organization, they saw only its leader, Green, and over­
looked the workers.

In the autumn of 1932, the Twelfth Plenum of the E.C.C.I.
condemned the rather widespread idea that ((the trade unions are
a school of capitalism". It was only in the autumn of 1932 that
the Communist Party of Germany issued to the Communists the
slogan of defending the labor organizations and their property,
which helped to arouse strong sympathy for the Communists
among all members of the trade unions, cooperatives and the
Social-Democratic Party. It was with still greater delay-,-in Ger­
many only even after the advent of Hitler to- power-that the
Communists issued the clear slogan of defending the Free Trade
Unions, followed by the slogan of restoring the Free Trade
Unions. It took a long time before the importance of work in
the trade unions was grasped by the Communists in the other
countries.

On the other hand, a mistake equally as grave as the under­
estimation of the fasCist danger was the fact that fascism was
discerned even where it did not exist. This mistake was due to
the fact that a number of Communist writers gave a mechanical
interpretation to the declaration of the Sixth Congress that the
bourgeoisie was increasingly endeavoring to resort to fascist
methods of rule.

In Germany, the Communists for a long time held the view
that the Social-Democratic Hermann Mueller government was
working for fascization, that the Bruening government was al­
ready a government of fascist dictatorship. On the other hand,
they underrated the Hitler movement, by the assumption that in
a country like Germany, where the working class was so highly
organized, the Hitlerites could not possibly seize power, and that
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the petty-bourgeois masses who were spontaneously flocking to the
Hitlerites would just as rapidly turn away from them.

In Austria, as early as 1929, the Schober government was de­
clared to be a fascist government. In Czechoslovakia, the Ma­
saryk-Benes group was branded by the Communists as a fascist
group. There are many similar instances of erroneous estimates.

These erroneous ideas of the nature of fascism, and the fail­
ure to make a serious study of Italian and Polish fascism resulted
in the Communists being unable to launch slogans at the proper
time calling for the defense of the remnants of bourgeois democ­
racy against fascism, which was assuming the offensive, and to
take advantage of the antagonisms within the ranks of the bour­
geoisie.

In Germany, the Communists waited until the election of the
Speaker of the Prussian Diet in 1932 before they declared that
they would vote for the candidates of the Social-Democratic
Party and the Center in order to prevent the election of fascists.

Even in Poland, where after 1926 the Communists studied
fascism more diligently than in many another country and issued
slogans to the masses calling for· struggle against the liquidation
of the remnants of bourgeois democratic liberties, the Commu­
nists, when the Center-Left bloc was created, were unable to take
advantage of the differences between the government camp and
the camp of the bourgeois democratic opposition.

These mistakes were due to the absolutely false conception
that all bourgeois parties are fascist, that there are CCno two
methods of bourgeois rule", and that it was unseemly for Com­
munists to defend the remnants of bourgeois democracy. As long
as we cannot replace bourgeois democracy by proletarian democ­
racy, by the dictatorship of the proletariat, the proletariat is
interested in retaining every scrap of bourgeois democracy in
order to use it to prepare the masses for the overthrow of the
power of capitalism and to achieve proletarian democracy.

Such sectarian views, which have nothing in common either
with the teaching of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, or with the
decisions of the Sixth Congress of the Comintern, retarded the
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growth of the influence of the Communist parties and especially
hampered the work of winning over the Social-Democratic work­
ers for the joint struggle.

Unless these sectarian views are eradicated, it is impossible to
establish either a united front with the Social-Democratic workers
or a broad people's front with those toiling masses who are still
far from the 'Communists, but who, nevertheless, can take up
with us the struggle against fascism and war, against the offen­
sive of capitalism, for their partial demands and for the defense
of the remnants of bourgeois democracy.

T be Fight for the Allies, of the Proletariat

In this period of our struggle the backwardness of our work
of winning allies for the proletariat among the peasants and the
urban petty bourgeoisie was strongly felt. It is true that we
overcame the fundamentally disdainful attitude and the craft
arrogance of th~ old Social-Democratic Parties with respect to
the petty bourgeois masses, an attitude which considered it be­
neath the dignity of the proletariat to bother about the petty
bourgeois masses. Yet, if we exclude Poland and the Balkan
countries, the Communists in most countries before the outbreak
of the crisis had hardly passed beyond the stage of only recog­
nizing in principle the necessity for work among the urban and
rural petty bourgeois masses.

In Poland, the' Communists have long enjoyed considerable
influence among the progressive section of the peasants, who are
suffering from the survivals of feudalism and from land hunger.
The Communist Party of Poland led the struggle for winning
the peasant masses under the slogan (Call land to the peasants" at
the same time advancing a number of partial demands, such as
tcnot a penny in taxes for the fascist government", ttagainst the
fascist compulsory clearing of pastures", ccagainst the abolition
of the usufruct" (land fee), ttagainst road building cO~'/Ieel'*

(Scharwarka), and ccagainst quit rents". These demands were

* Corvee-a form of peonage labor whe·re the peasant· is compelled
to work for the landlord.
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very popular among the masses, but essentially they can hardly
be considered partial demands. Their main purpose was to bring
the peasants into direct collision with the State power. If the
revolutionary crises commenced, if the proletariat rose to the
fight, the peasant movement under these slogans could be of
great assistance to the proletariat. When, however, a decline of
the peasant movement was to be observed, after the peasant revolt
in Central Galicia, and the proletariat failed to give the neces­
sary support to the fight, it should have been the task of the
Party to lay chief stress on such partial demands as could have
brought the largest number of peasants into the struggle.

The Communists frequently did not display sufficient flexi­
bility in their tactics, in order, in spite of the threat of punitive
expeditions, to secure partial successes for the peasants, such as
a partial reduction in the rates of forced labor and a reduction of
the road building corvees, etc., and thus to retain their influence
among the peasantry and preserve their organizations for the
future fight.

In countries where the peasantry during the crisis, in conse­
quence of the misery that had afHicted them, began to turn their
backs on the bourgeoisie, the Communists missed the opportunity
of furnishing the rising peasant movement with fighting slogans
directed against the omnipotence of monopoly capital, which was
ruining the peasantry, against low prices and the ((thraldom of
interest".

In Germany, where the discontent of the peasant masses had
assumed vast proportions as a result of robbery prices, taxes and
usurious interest, the Communist Party in the autumn of 1931
published its program of aid to the peasants, in which it advo­
cated the cancellation of debts, the abolition of indirect taxation
and the expropriation of the large estates and demanded govern­
ment aid for the toiling peasants. On the strength of this pro­
gram, a group of North German peasant leaders, who had been
formerly connected with the fascist movement, in 1931. turned to
the Communist Party. But the Communist Party, by reason of
its lack of cadres of rural organizers and propagandists, was
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unable properly to explain this program in the rural districts and
. thus counteract the growing influence of .thE: fascists, who made
wide play with their ((anti-trust and anti-bank" demagogy. The
peasants turned to a party which they did not yet know by its
deeds and which was not yet in power, but which promised the
peasants to raise agricultural prices and to improve their condi-
tions without overthrowing capitalism. • L

In France and in the United States~ the discontent of the
peasants and farmers resulted in a wide movement against
the low price of farm produce. The Communist Party took up the
demands of the farmers only after great delay, having waited
until the farmers' movement was on the ebb; it came out against
the profits of the middlemen and the millers, thus creating condi­
tions for a further increase of its influence among the farmers.

Nor were the Communists able to lead the movement of the
urban middle classes against the monopoly trusts and banks, and to
carry these strata with them. When in Germany the Danat Bank
crashed, with the result that large numbers of the petty bour­
geoisie lost their deposits, the Communist Party issued no fight­
ing slogans -for these strata and allowed a favorable opportunity
for gaining greater influence among these strata to go by un­
utilized. In most of the other countries the petty bourgeoisie did
not receive support from the Communists in their resistance to the
trusts and to the banks which were .draining; their life blood.
The consequence was that these strata held aloof from the strug­
gle, ultimately followed the fascists and helped them to achieve
their victory.

i\lthough the influence and the weight of the Communist
Parties among the toiling masses grew e~ormously, the Commu­
nists were not strong enough to break the influence of the Social­
Democratic Party and trade union leaders among the worker
masses and thus to prevent the masses abstaining from the strug­
gle purely from a sense of discipline. It became apparent that
the Communist Pa.rties were not sufficiently trained theoretically
and tactically· to discover ways of influencing and leading the
masses that would have rapidly resulted in healing the split in the
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ranks of the labor movement and in a rapid gain in the strength
and organization of the working class, which are conditions for
a victorious struggle of the working class.

The weakness of the working class, caused by its divided
condition and the betrayal of the interests of the workers by the
Social-Democratic Party, enabled the German bourgeoisie to take
advantage of the vacillations of the petty bourgeoisie and the
peasantry in order to draw these strata temporarily into the camp
of .fascism. The German Communists did no~ promptly realize
the extraordinary significance of the yoke of the Versailles
Treaty, which imposed untold burdens on the toiling masses, and
were not skillful enough to utilize in the interests of the class
struggle the situation thereby created. They allowed the German
bourgeoisie to make the hatred felt for the yoke of Versailles
serve for the maintenance of their own rule.

The Fascist Offensive Against the German Toilers

The defeat of the German proletariat and the establishment
of the fascist dictatorship in Germany was the greatest event that
marked these first years of the crisis in the capitalist countries.
The oldest organizations of the working class formed under the
banner of Marxism were smashed by a band of bestial robbers.
One of the most progressive and culturally developed peoples
fell under the sway of the most reactionary and most chauvin­
istic party of finance capital. A culturally highly developed
country became a hotbed of European reaction, a gruesome tor­
ture chamber, the instigator of a new war.

The question of whether the toiling masses of Germany could
have averted this catastrophe is 'one fraught with significance.
There can be no doubt that they could have done so. But this
would have required that the working class should have estab­
lished the united front and destroyed the counter-revolutionary
united front of the Social-Democratic and reformist trade union
leaders with the bourgeoisie; it should not have allowed itself to
be beguiled by the Social-Democratic theory that the class strug-
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gle is impossible in time of crisis, that one must wait passively
until it passes and that it is useless to take the offensive against
fascism. It would have required that the working class should
have assumed the counter-offensive against capital and force
it to grant aid to the suffering population. It would have re­
quired that the working class should not have allowed the League
of Red Front Fighters to be smashed and disarmed, but should
have brought about its amalgamation with the Reichsbanner and,
with the change in the policy of the Relchsbanner, have created
a powerful revolutionary fighting organization of the proletariat.
The working class should not have looked on calmly when the
fascists under Hitler's leadership armed themselves, but should
have forced the government of the Weimar Republic to disarm
the fascist bands, confiscate the property of their organizations
and throw their leaders into jail. The working class should not
have permitted the fascists to develop their demagogy in con­
nection with the yoke of the Versailles Treaty, but should have
forced the Weimar Republic to tear up the Versailles Treaty.

But this the German working class did not do. Its ma­
jority followed the Social-Democratic Party blindly, and paid no
heed to the warning voice of the Communists. And so it must
now endure the horrors of the fascist hell. The Communists of
Germany alone were unable to defend the toiling masses from this
catastrophe.

As early as 1930, the disintegration of the Weimar system
became apparent. A frantic race to mobilize the masses set in, a

. race between the approaching revolution and the counter-revolu­
tion which was arming against it. It became clear that the Ger­
man bourgeoisie could no longer rule by methods of parliamen­
tarianism and bourgeois democracy.

In the spring of 1932 it had already become evident that the
fascists had a ·considerable advantage over the Communists in the
matter of mobilizing the masses, and that, if the relation of class
forces did not rapidly change in favor of the proletariat, the
establishment of a most brutal and bloodthirsty dictatorship of
the fascists in Germany was inevitable. The Communists en·
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deavored to bring about this change in the relation of forces in
favor of the proletariat by doing all they could to' intensify the
fight for the united front. They set themselves the task of
achieving an agreement with the Social-Democratic Party and the
General Federation of German Trade Unions (the A.D.G.B.) at
any price. The purpose of the united front would have been to
repulse fascism and defend the remnants of the liberties of bour­
geois democracy.

But the Social-Democratic Party definitely rejected every
such proposal. Even when the fascists had already transferred
the struggle to the streets, terrorizing the workers in all the cities
of Germany and foully assassinating the most prominent repre­
sentatives of the proletariat, the Social-Democrats continued to
confine themselves exclusively to making lame protests in parlia­
ment. It was clear to everybody with any discernment that the
struggle against the fascists could no longer be settled in parlia­
ment, but that the settlement of Germany's future and the fate
of the German labor movement had alr~ady been shifted by the
fascists to the streets.

Even when the Papen government chased out the -Social­
Democratic Ministers in Prussia on July 20, and the Commu­
nist Party proposed the proclamation of a general strike to the
Socialist Party and the General Confederation of Trade Unions
{A.D.G.B.) , both these bodies called upon the workers to remain
calm. The dismissed ministers appealed to the Reich Supreme
Court, on the grounds that the constitution had been violated.

Even on January 30, 1933, when finance capital had already
given the Hitler Party governmental powers to exercise the
fascist dictatorship, the Social-Democratic Party and the A.D.
G.B. again rejected the proposal of the Communist Party to sum­
mon a general strike. They proclaimed the Communists provoc­
ateurs and called upon the workers not to offer resistance.

The Communists during this period did' everything in their
power to mobilize the toiling masses for the revolutionary strug­
gle and to prevent the fascist dictatorship. In this the Commu­
nists achieved considerable success. But they were not able to
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change the relationship of forces obtaining at that time as long
as the Soci~l-Democratsdid not abandon- their hostile attitude to
the united front and the struggle.

Now let the workers of Germany, let the world proletariat
judge who bears the blame for the German defeat. Let them
learn the bloody lesson of the German events: that this defeat was
possible only because the majority of the working class still
blindly followed the Social-Democratic Party, allowed the warn­
ings of the Communists to pass unheeded and rejected the strug­
gle. There are ((Left" also-revolutionaries who come forward
and maintain that the Communists should have commenced the
struggle, regardless of the fact that such a struggle of the minor­
ity of the proletariat would have ended in defeat. These heroes
of the pseudo-revolutionary phrase refuse to understand that this
would have involved an even greater defeat and the total anni-­
hilation of the revolutionary cadres of the German proletariat.

The German proletariat has suffered a defeat. The Commu­
nists did not and do not want the revolutionary cadres to perish
out of pure -heroism. That is not the finest kind of heroism.
They want them to organize new struggles and new victories.
(Applause.)

The Bourgeoisie Has Failed to Weaken the Fighting Spirit
of the Masses

The defeat of the proletariat in Germany, one of the most
important strategic points of the international class struggle, re­
sulted for a short time in retarding the growth of the revolu­
tionary mass movement and in temporarily halting the maturing
of the elements of a revolutionary crisis in Poland as well. The
defeat in Germany emboldened international- reaction, ,increased
the menace of war, intensified the pressure -exerdsed by the bour­
geoisie on the working class and multiplied the efforts to estab­
lish a fascist regime in other countries too.

At the same time that the fascists were attacking the toilers
of Germany, the proletariat succeeded in .achieving a number of
major victories in other countries. The Chinese proletarians and
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peasants established their Chinese Soviet Republic. In the mili­
tary campaigns undertaken by the Nanking government against
the Red Army, the masses of the people displayed inspiring exam­
ples of heroism, and devotion to the revolution. In view of the
attack of the Japanese imperialists and of the refusal of the Nan­
king government to resist this attack, the Chinese Soviets raised
the standard on behalf of saving the Chinese people from the
Japanese yoke, on behalf of the revolutionary fight of the people
against Japanese imperialism, thus rendering the advance of the
latter into the interior of China more difficult. Within a short
space of time the Chinese Soviets have become a power which
even the international policies of the imperialists could not ignore~

In Spain~ in spite of the split in the working class movement,
we observe a mighty rise of the mass movement, a broad wave
of mass strikes, an increasing number of political strikes and
the spread of the movement of the peasants, who take possession
of the landed estates.

In all capitalist and colonial countries, we observe a steadily
rising wave of strikes and peasant movements. But of decisive
importance for the whole world revolutionary front was the
circumstance that precisely during the years in which the toiling
masses of the whole world were plunged into unspeakable misery
by capitalism, when fascism in Germany had smashed the labor
organizations to bits, the Soviet Union completed the First Five~

Year Plan, while the welfare of its toilers improved from day
to day. It was precisely during these years that Socialism in the'
Soviet Union succeeded finally and irrevocably.

This historical victory of socialism in the Soviet Union is
undermining the system of world imperialism, multiplying the
forces of revolution, enhancing the importance of the Soviet
Union as a factor for peace and as the basis of the world revolu­
tion, and strengthening the will of the toilers of the whole world
to fight for socialism and for Soviet government.

Towards the end of this period of the struggle the bour­
geoisie succeeded in improving its position at the expense of the
workers, peasants and the colonial peoples, in creating conditions
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for a transition from crisis to depressio-n, and in inflicting a de­
feat on the German proletariat. On the other hand, the bour­
geoisie did not succeed in weakening the front of world revolu­
tion; it did not succeed in smashing the Communist Party of
Germany; it did not succeed in creating the conditions for a
new economic boom.

The international relationship of forces has changed not in
favor of capitalism, but in favor of socialism; not in favor of
the bourgeoisie, but in favor of the proletariat. .

I now come to the third section of the period under review,
which covers the swing of the Socialist workers towards a united
front with the Communists.
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III. THE SHIFT OF THE SOCIALIST WO"RKERS
TOWARDS A UNITED FRONT WITH

THE COMMUNISTS

UNDER the influence of the final and irrevocable victory
of socialism in the Soviet Union, on the one hand, and the

horrors of fascism in Germany, on the other, the whole system
of views, the whole world outlook of the masses of the toilers,
who only recently still believed in the unshakable firmness of
capitalism and bourgeois democracy, and in the possibility of a
peaceful evolution to socialism, without revolutions and wars,
began to collapse. The ideological basis upon which the pro­
gram and tactics of the reformist parties had been based, is
caving in.

The working class has realized that the split in the ranks of
the labor movement led to the victory of fascism in Germany,
and that the working class needs unity.

The victory of fascism in Germany has not initiated a long
period of reaction, as the Social-Democrats prophesied. On the
contrary, rra tendency towards the rapid maturing of the revolu­
tionary crisi/' is to be observed all over the world, as the Thir­
teenth Plenum emphasized. Throughout the world cCthe idea of
torming the citadel of capitalism is maturing in the minds of

the n1asses", as Comrade Stalin formulated it at the Seventeenth
Congress of the C.P.S.U.

In this situation the Soviet Union is increasingly winning the
minds and hearts of the toilers, and is showing them the path
of struggle. In this situation, the victory of socialism is inducing
millions to change their views and opinions completely. In this
ituation a change is taking place in the sentiments of the vast

numbers of workers, and especially in the sentiments of the So­
cial-Democratic workers and the workers organized in the reform­
ist trade unions,
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The first expression of this change was, firstly, the united
front of the world proletariat, spontaneously created on a wide
scale for the defense of the prisoners of Leipzig, where the
courageous defense of Communism by Comrade Dimitroff was
of great historical importance for the achievement of a united
front. Secondly, the resort of the workers to active resistance
against fascism in their own country.. The proletariat no longer
yields to fascism without a struggle, as was the case in Germany,
but replies to the fascist attack with a general strike in France
in February, 1934, and an armed struggle in Austria in February,
1934, and in Spain in October, 1934~

The armed struggle in Austria and Spain revealed the tre­
mendous fighting power of the working class, the boundless
heroism and self-sacrifice, the revolutionary firmness and en:­
durance of the fighting workers. The brave Schutzbundlers, the
heroes of Floridsdorf, the defenders of the Karl Marx House
and the Gothe House in Vienna, Kolomann Wallinch, Engineer
W eisseland Muenichreiter will forever be remembered in the
history of the proletarian struggle for emancipation.

The heroic miners of Asturias, the first Spanish Red Guards,
the defenders' of Oviedo-Communists, Socialists, anarchists and
non-partisans-have covered themselves with immortal glory. We
send our greetings to the thousands of Spanish revolutionaries
who are pining in the dungeons of Lerroux and Gil Robles, to
the leader of the Spanish Socialists, Caballero, now languishing
in prison.

On the other hand, those Social-Democratic leaders who fled
the field of battle and forgot the elementary duty of battle
commanders, have covered themselves with shame and disgrace.
The leaders of the Spanish anarchists, who betrayed the struggle
from within and acted in conjunction with Lerroux and Gil
Robles, have covered themselves with eternal shame and disgrace.

Comrades, let us recall the fresh revolutionary breeze that
swept through the working class quarters of the cities of the
whole world at the news of the events in Austria and Spain!
How the heroic struggles of the proletarians in defense of Oviedo
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stirred the toilers of all countries! What enthusiasm the banner
of the fight for Soviet government raised in Asturias inspired in
the heart of every worker!

The Bankrttptcy of Social-Democratic Policy

But why, unlike the armed insurrection of October, 1917,
in Russia, did the armed struggle of the proletariat in Feb­
ruary 1934 in Austria and in October 1934 in Spain not result.
in the victory of the proletariat?

In Spain:J the monarchy was overthrown in April, 1931, as
it was overthrown in Russia in February, 1917. The Spanish
bourgeois-democratic revolution began. Unlike the Bolsheviks,
who in the Soviets fought for continuing the revolution, the
Spanish Socialists joined the Azana government, thus following
the example of the Russian Mensheviks and Socialist-Revolu­
tionaries, who became ministers in the Kerensky government.

What did the Spanish Socialist ministers do? What did the
whole Spanish Socialist Party do during the three years of the
revolution, that same Socialist Party that summoned the work­
ers to armed struggle in October, 1934?

Instead of advocating the disarming of the reactionary fa.
cist Civil Guard, the Spanish Socialists voted for the appropria­
tions, for its further extension, and after his release from prison,
appointed the monarchist General San Jurjo, who had taken
up arms against the republic, commander of this Civil Guar~
which was charged with the duty of protecting the republic
Instead of demanding the elimination of reactionary office;s and
the democratization of the army, they gave the reactionaries in
the army an absolutely free hand. Instead of disarming the
enemies of the people, the fascists, and arresting them, they
persecuted the Communists and passed a law for the defense of
the republic, a law under which the participants in the October
fighting-Socialists and Communists-are now being sentenced.

They left the land, property and rights of the reactionary
church .and monasteries intact, and did not give land to the
peasants, who should have been won for the revolution. They
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did not introduce workers' control over production; they did not
improve the condition of the workers, nor did they arm them
for the defense of the revolution. Instead of forcing the reaction­
ary bourgeoisie into an impasse, they permitted it to organize
and arm.

Is that how the Bolsheviks acted in 1917? Is that how they
prepared for the victory of the proletariat in the revolution? Did
not the Spanish Socialists act like Kerensky, whose government
was overthrown by the Bolsheviks?

Even in February 1917, under the pressure of the Bolsheviks,
the tsarist gendarmerie was abolished, soldiers' committees in­
troduced, the soldiers granted civil rights, and the tsar and his
highest officials arrested. Under the slogans-Peace, bread, land
and freedom-the Bolsheviks started the insurrection, fought
for these demands in every stage of the revolution, mobilizing
the masses of the people in support of these demands.

On the very first day of the insurrection they decreed the
transfer of the whole land to the peasantry.

Immediately after their victory, they led the fight for the
conclusion of a treaty of peace; they granted freedom to the
subject peoples; they introduced workers' control in the fac­
tories; they proceeded to confiscate the property of counter­
revolutionaries and completely eliminated the landowning class
and the bourgeois machinery for suppressing the toilers.

Long before the revolution itself, the activities of the Bol­
sheviks were directed towards mobilizing the proletariat and its
allies for the victorious overthrow of bourgeois rule, for the
establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat, which put .
the most burning demands of the people into effect. That is
why the majority of the toilers supported the Bolsheviks and
helped them to victory.

The activities of the Spanish Socialists inside and outside
the Azana government entirely aimed at reaching an under­
standing with the bourgeoisie, at preserving private property,
at protecting the interests of the landowners, the church and
the bourgeoisie against the revolutionary onslaught of thp
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masses, and at leaving the old bourgeois State machinery intact.
By so doing, they weakened the proletariat and strengthened the
fascists.

In Austria, there was no revolutionary situation, as there was
in Spain, until the beginning of the armed struggle. But the
Austrian proletariat had the advantage that the overwhelming
majority of the workers were organized in one party and in
trade unions following the leadership of this party, and that
the numerical weight of the proletariat was extremely great in
this little country.

But the Social-Denlocratic Party, which had the following
of 90 per cent of the Austrian proletariat, was not a revolu­
tionary party that had methodically and systematically made
preparations for the struggle for the victory of the proletariat.
As early as the revolution of 1918-20 this party had aided the
bourgeoisie to gain the upper hand, resting content with the fact
that the working class retained formal democratic rights and a
few social gains.

When the fascists began their struggle against bourgeois
democracy, the Social-Democratic leaders yielded ground step
by step, surrendering one achievement of the revolution of 1918
after another. They agreed to the extension of the president's
prerogatives and to the impairing of the constitution. They per­
mitted the suppression of their press and the partial disarming
of the Schutzbund. For years they persuaded the masses to
renlain faithful to bourgeois democracy; they did not contem­
plate a proletarian revolution, nor did they prepare the masses
for it.

The fighting strength of the bourgeoisie grew, while the
fighting strength of the proletariat diminished. The belief of the
toiling masses in the possibility of an improvement of their con­
ditions under Social-Democratic leadership began to vanish.

It is a ridiculous attempt on the part of Otto Bauer now
after the Austrian Social-Democratic Party has by its conduct
disorganized the toilers and failed to prepare for the struggle,
to try to prove that he followed the example of the Bolsheviks,

48



only adapting the tactics of the ~~Asiatic" Bolsheviks to (~Euro­

pean" conditions.
Armed insurrection must be prepared in such a way as to be

the affair of the entire working class. The majority of the pro­
letariat must be won over to it; furthermore, the support of the
majority of the toilers is indispensable. The Spanish and Aus­
trian Socialists, however, reduced insurrection to an affair of
the fighting formations.

If the armed insurrection is to be successful, the most favor­
able moment for the proletariat must be chosen. The Spanish
and Austrian Socialists, however, let the initiative slip from
their hands long before, allowing the fascists to appoint the
day of battle.

For armed insurrection to be successful, the masses must
clearly know the fighting aims pursued by the insurrectionists.
The Spanish and the Austrian Social-Democratic leaders, how­
ever, did not formulate such fighting aims. They did not resort
to arms in order to overthrow the bourgeoisie, but merely in­
tended to bring pressure to bear on the bourgeoisie and to defend
themselves against its onslaught.

In 1917 the Russian proletariat created the Soviets, organs
capable of embracing all workers, peasants, employees, soldiers
and sailors without exception.

Within the Soviets the Bolsh.eviks fought for the leadership
of the masses. The Bolsheviks transformed the Soviets into
organs for preparing and carrying out the proletarian insur­
rection.

In Spain, on the contrary, Largo Caballero declared that
Soviets were not needed in Spain, because the whole working
class was organized in trade unions and in parties. Is that true?
No, it is not. In Spain, as in every capitalist country, the
majority of the workers are not organized.

By opposing the establishment of Soviets, Largo Caballero
and the Spanish Socialists wanted to turn insurrection, which
can only be an affair of the whole working class, into an affair
of the Socialist Party, or of a bloc of parties, in order to
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restrict the movement and to prevent it assuming a mass
character.

In Austria, Bauer and Deutsch did not think of creating
mass organs for preparing and leading the struggle, but in true
Blanquist fashion, left the armed struggle entirely to the fighting
Schutzbund, who were fighting in isolation. All they had to do
was to summon the masses to action in order within a few days
to establish organs that would have been able to mobilize the
masses of toilers for the struggle and in order to organize sup­
port for the fighting Schutzbundlers. In that way the course of
the subsequent fighting would have changed entirely in favor
of the proletariat.

But the Austrian and Spanish Socialists saw fit, even at the
moment of armed struggle, to ignore the experience of the Rus­
sian Revolution. Thousands of proletarians have paid with their
lives and unspeakable torture for the fact that the Russian ex­
perience was ignored.

We acknowledge the great fact that both in Spain and
Austria, some of the' Social-Democratic leaders, even if under
the pressure of the masses, decided in favor of the armed struggle
against the bourgeoisie. In this the Communists self-sacrificingly
supported them.

In Spain, the Communists joined the Workers' Alliance, al­
though they enjoyed no serious influence in it. In Spain, as in
Austria, the Communists fought in the front ranks, for the
place of Communists is always where the fighting is in progress.
But it is precisely the experience of these armed struggles under
Social-Democratic leadership that shows that under such lead­
ership the proletariat cannot succeed.

The successes gained in the armed struggle in Asturias,
where a Red Guard was organized, and where under the leader­
ship of the Communists the armed struggle assumed the dimen­
sions of a regular insurrection, confirm what the Russian Revo­
lution had already proved, namely, that a Communist, Bolshe'Yik
leadership is essential if the armed struggle of the proletariat is
to be successful. But neither in Spain nor in Austria was there
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such leadership owing to the weakness of the young Communist
Parties. And so the revolutionary elements among the Schutz­
bund and the Spanish Socialists drew the correct conclusion when
they joined the ranks of the Communist Party, thus indicating
that they do not consider the struggle at an end.

Successes of the United Front and the Anti-Fascist
People's Front

The struggle in France, which assumed big dimensions in
February, 1934, in its external aspect remained on a lower level
than the struggles in Spain and Austria; but owing to the fact
that the fight of the French proletariat was directed against
fascism in good time, it exerted a greater influence on the devel­
opment of the proletarian struggle in aU countries.

What is the distinctive feature of the struggle in France?
When the fascist bands for the first time marched en masse

through the streets of Paris, .the French proletariat did not let
itself be lulled by the theory of the lesser evil and by talk of
formal democracy, as was the case in Germany, but at the first
fascist sally flocked into the streets to oppose fascism without
distinction of party in the tremendous political demonstration of
February 9 and the political general strike of February 12, 1934.
In this way the French proletariat repulsed the first big attack
of the fascists in France. (Applause.) The French proletariat,
by establishing a fighting united front in the February days,
strikingly proved what a tremendous force the proletariat is
when it is united and does not evade the struggle, but takes a
prompt stand against its enemy.

By this action the proletariat compelled the French Socialist
Party, although after great vacillations, to consent to the estab­
lishment of a united front with the Communist Party. In this
way, it laid the foundation for united anti-fascist actions of
the whole organized labor movement, which are exerting a
tremendous influence on the unorganized majority of the work­
ing class and the petty bourgeois masses in town and country.

Our Communist Party of France, considerably grown and
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full of big initiative, has, however, not remained content with
the establishment of a united front with the Socialists, but has
drawn up a program of demands that cut the bourgeoisie to
the quick, such as the demand for the merciless taxation of
wealth, or demands that disorganize the fascists, such as the
demand for the prohibition of the fascist organizations and their
press, the arrest of the fascist leaders and the confiscation of
the funds of the fascist organizations; or demands that aim at
lessening the danger of war, such as the demand for a peace
treaty with the Soviet Union, and .for a real fight against the
warmongers. These are all demands designed to ameliorate the
condition of the toiling masses and consolidate their positions.

By its actions, the Communist Party of France has laid the
foundation for a wide people's front in the fight against fas­
cism and war, which is attracting increasing numbers of the
peasantry, the urban petty bourgeoisie and the intellectuals,
drawing followers of the Radical S<;>cialist Party into the move­
ment and making the revolutionary proletariat more and more
the hegemon, the leader in the struggle of all the toilers.

The tremendous anti-fascist demonstration on July 14, 1935,
the French national holiday, in which the Communists, Social­
ists, and Radical Socialists marched together, and in which more
than half a million toilers took part in Paris alone, was not
only the greatest of all demonstrations that have hitherto taken
place in capitalist countries, but also an expression of the tre­
mendous influence exerted by the united front on the fighting
spirit of the workers, and through them attracting the rest of
the toiling sections of the population to the people's front. (Pro­
longed applause.)

This was also borne out by the important successes gained by
the Communist Party of France in the recent municipal elections
held this year. These successes were the result of the struggle
of the Communist Party for establishing a united front of the
working class and the anti-fascist people's front for the defense
of democratic rights. It was the result of the activity and in"i­
tiative displayed by the Comtnunists in connection with the
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Cabinet crises and the fight on behalf of the pact of mutual
assistance between France and the Soviet Union in the event
of military attack.

This success of the French Communist Party strengthens the
French proletariat and renders it more diflicult for the bour­
geoisie to resort to fascist methods of rule.

The situation in France has grown very acute. The fate of
the Third Republic and of democracy, the fate of the toiling
masses, now depends on the further development of the united
front and the people's front, on the activity of the masses.

The struggle of the French proletariat is one of great inter­
national importance. The success of the French proletariat, which
repitlsed the first mass attack of the fascists in February 1934
thanks to the united front of the Communists and Socialists,
and which effected its great march on fascism on July 14, 1935,
has shown the toilers of all countries that only a united fight
of the toilers based on revolutionary tactics can repel the offen·
sive of capital and fascism and foil the warmongers.

The fight of the French proletariat has shown the toilers
how the proletariat must act in capitalist countries in order to
repulse the attacks of fascism and to fit itself for the conquest
of the dictatorship of the proletariat, for socialism. The united
front agreement between the Socialists and the Communists in
France, which the Socialists accepted only under the pressure of
the masses and against the will of the Executive Committee of
the Second International, has pointed the way to be followed
by the Left Social-Democrats of all countries.

United front agreements have been reached between the Com-
o munists and Socialists in Austria, Spain and Italy, while united

front mass action of the workers is taking place in England~

the United States~ Poland) Czechoslovakia and many other coun­
tries, where the Socialist Party leaders, like the Executive Com­
mittee of the Second International, continue to reject all agree­
ments with the Communists.

In Great Britain, the small Communist Party has established
a united front with the Independent Labor Party with numerous
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trade unions and lower organizations of the Labor Party. On
September 9, 1934, it was able to bring 150,000 workers out into
the streets, and in January and February, 1935, by means of a
wave of demonstrations, meetings, and strikes, it was able to
force the government to abandon the second part of the Unem­
ployment Act, an act that provided for the organization of
labor camps and the transfer of unemployed relief affairs to an
extra-parliamentary commission. The establishment of the united
front with local trade union organizations, and the persistent
work carried on by the Communists within them, has already
resulted in the trade unions in Great Britain taking a stand in
a number of cases against the General Trade Union Council
and rejecting the Black Circular which calls for the expulsion of
Comtnunists from the trade unions.

In the United States of America, the revolutionary workers
were able, as a result of united front tactics, to consolidate and
extend their influence in a number of A. F. of L. organizations.
They were able in a large measure to win the support of the
trade unions for the bill for unemployment insurance introduced
by the Communists and thus to make this demand the affair of
all the toilers. The revolutionary workers were in this way able
to gain. decisive influence in the big strikes of 1934, the seamen's
strike on the Pacific Coast and the general s~rike in San Fran­
cisco, whereby a number of material advantages were gained for
the workers and the general political position and the class con­
sciousness of the American proletariat strengthened. As a result,
the character of the American labor movement has undergone a
decisive change and the working class has been led to adopt an
independent policy.

In Poland, although the leaders of the Social-Democratic
Party (P.P.S.) rejected every proposal for an agreement with
the Communists, the change in the temper of the masses has
led to the Communists establishing a united front with various
organizations of Socialists and to strengthening the anti-fascist
movement among the toiling masses. This was most clearly
reflected in the mighty wave of political strikes and peasant
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actions undertaken on the initiative of the Communist Party
against the new fascist constitution. This wave involved all the
industrial centers and several peasant districts and was supported
by both parties. This political strike movement, the leadership

f which the P.P.S. wants to claim solely for itself, while it is
at the same time endeavoring to split the movement into indi-

o vidual strikes, will undoubtedly lead to the further revolution­
izing of the masses who are following the P.P.S., and to a
further extension of the united front, in the form of agreements
between Communists and Socialists for the fight against fascism
and for the defense of the legal status of the trade unions and
the labor organizations.

The united front movement of the toilers is making headway
in all capitalist countries, no matter what the attitude of the
Social-Democratic leaders may be towards the practice of agree­
ments with the Communists, and no matter how these leaders
may fear the revolutionizing effect of a united front with the
Communists upon the masses they lead. It would take up very
much time were I in my report to enumerate all the successes
of this united front movement.

This movement manifests itself in the most varied forms,
from the agreements between the parties and the non-party A m­
sterdam-Pleyel movements against fascism and war, at the head
of which stands our friend Henri Barbusse, to the amalgamation

f trade union, youth, sport, cultural and other organizations.
The reformist leaders, try as they may, are no longer able to
check the tremendous influence exercised by the slogan on behalf
of the fighting unity of all proletarians against fascism and war.
Still less are they succeeding in checking the growing influence
exerted on th~ toiling masses of the whole world by the victory of
Socialism in the Soviet Union.

Let the Social-Democrats hold posts in the governments of
Czechoslovakia, Belgium, Denmark, Sweden and Norway, let
the Labor Party leaders take over the government in England­
the Communists will support them against the fascists-the work­
ing masses in these countries have begun to understand that their
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strength does not lie in cabinet posts but in the united front fight.
But the Social-Democratic ministers in Czechoslovakia, Den­

mark, Sweden and Norway are not conducting a real fight
against fascism.

The Czech people are alarnled as to the fate of their national
independence. This alarm is shared by the Communists. But
what do the Social-Democratic ministers do? Instead of cutting
the ground from under the Hitler agents in Czechoslovakia
by a policy designed in the national and economic interests of
the toiling masses, they nurse Henlein's fascist movement and
enable him to draw the majority of the Germans in Czecho­
slovakia into his party. Instead of mobilizing all the forces of
the people against fascism, they persecute the Communists. In­
stead of throwing the fascists into jail and concentration camps,
they do that to the Communists and anti-fascists. Instead of
carrying on a struggle against the warmongers, the Danish and
Swedish Social-Democratic governments are by their policy ob­
jectively supporting the German fascists. This anti-labor policy
of the Social-Democratic Parties in Czechoslovakia and the Scan­
dinavian countries is making the working masses realize that the
Social-Democratic ministers are not a bulwark against fascism,
war preparations and the capitalist offensive.

The realization of this is inducing the working class to strive
for a united front with the Communists-as is particularly shown
in the case of Czechoslovakia-in order to settle accounts with
fascism and the warmongers in a proletarian fashion, to avoid a
situation such as the German proletariat now has to su:ffer, and
to prevent the occurrence of a new world shambles.

The working class in the fascist countries have most of all
realized the great strength and value of the united front. In
spite of a number of sectarian notions that recently prevailed
among the leaders of the Communist Party of Germany, and in
spite of the resistance of the Social-Democratic leaders, the
masses of German workers are more and more clearly realizing
that an effective struggle against fascism can be carried on, and
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the latter's overthrow achieved, only by means of a united front
of the Communists and Social-Democrats.

In Hungary, the workers realize that they can defend their
trade unions, and even the Social-Democratic organizations, only
by a united front with those very Communists who only very
recently were betrayed to the police by the Social-Democratic
leaders.

The Way to Overeo'me the Split in the Ranks
of th'e Working Class

The movement for a united front of Communists and So­
cialists has profound roots. It arises from the deep impression
made on the wide masses of workers by the victory of Socialism
in the Soviet Union, under the influence of which the idea of
torming the citadel of capitalism is maturing in the minds of

the masses. It arises from the experience of the whole inter­
national labor movement in the capitalist countries, from the
experience of the German defeat, from the experience of the
armed struggles in Austria and Spain and from the experience
of the general strike and the united front in France. From this
the working class is drawing the conclusion that the struggle
against capitalism can be carried on only by a united front and
in closest contact with the Soviet Union.

This conclusion of the masses, drawn from their own expe­
rience in the struggle, has produced the greatest change in the
international labor movement since the October Revolution.

Comrades, the movement for the united front is much more
than the arithmetical sum of the forces of two workers' parties.
The majority of the wor.king class in the capitalist countries is
unorganized and in many countries still follows the bourgeois
parties. The united front of the labor movement represents
such an increase of strength as to make it a powerful force of
attraction for the mass of proletarians who are still not class
conscious, detaching them from the bourgeois parties and enroll­
ing them in the class struggle.

In Poland, where the Polish Socialist Party is still legal, while
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the Communists are subjected to the most brutal persecution,
where the Socialist and non-party workers when they undertake
joint action with the Communists expose themselves to the same
persecution, the united front bears witness to the tremendous
revolutionizing of the working class masses and their readiness
to make sacrifices for the revolutionary struggle.

If the three million members of the British Labor Party
tend towards a united front with the Communist Party, this
implies that we have here som~thing much more than the
arithmetical sum of the forces of the two parties; it implies
rather that the masses are turning from reformism to a revolu­
tionary policy.

The united front is the first step towards overcoming the
split in the working class moyement, towards the creation of a
strong, unified revolutionary party of the proletariat.

In A ustria~ the Communists have raised the question of amal.
gamation with the party of Revolutionary Socialists. This union
has not yet materialized, because the Socialists did not want it.

In France~ the Communists entered into negotiations with
the Socialist Party for a united revolutionary party.

We can only welcome the voices raised by some Socialists in
the Baltic cO'Untries~ who consider closer political relations with
the Soviet labor movement necessary.

This movement for a united revolutionary party will un­
doubtedly continue to develop, sinc~ the victory of Socialism in
the Soviet Union has shaken the foundations of reformism, and
all the toilers of "the world will rally around the policy of the
Soviet Union.

This- is confirmed not only by developments in the imperialist
countries, but also by developments in the colonies and dependent
countries.

The Triumphallt Progress of the Chinese Soviets

The outstanding event of the whole post-war period, an
event that has impressed its stamp on the colonial world, is the
Chinese Revolution, which since the Sixth World Congress of
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the Communist International has taken on a Soviet form. The
rise and victorious development of the Soviet movement in China
is of the lnost far-reaching world historical importance. The
heroic struggle of the Chinese Red Army, which has covered
itself with undying fame, stands as a shining example for the
toilers of the whole colonial world. Six times have' the militarists
of the Kuomintang, with the full support of the international
imperialists, equipped expeditions to crush the Soviet movement.
In spite of the tremendous means and forces mobilized for this
purpose by the enemies of the Chinese people, the Workers' and
Peasants' Red Army of China has been able to pa;rry all the
blows of the imperialists and the Chinese counter-revolutionary
exploiting classes. (Applause.) All the six campaigns of the gen­
erals against the Soviet districts ended with the defeat of the
Kuomintang militarists. (Applause.)

Although after the sixth campaign the Chinese Red Army,
in order to avoid encirclement by the Kuomintang troops, was
obliged to evacuate the territory of the former Central Soviet
area in Kiangsi, the Red Army succeeded in foiling the plan of
the imperialists and Chinese militarists, which aimed at surround­
ing and annihilating the Chinese Red Army. In the course of
bitter fighting the Red Army considerably increased its fighting
strength. The march to the province of Szechuan so brilliantly
executed by the main forces of the Chinese Red Army shows
what prospects are open to the further development of Soviet
China. The lessons of the military struggles of the Chinese Red
Army furnish striking proof of the fact that a people oppressed
by imperialism can successfulIy take up the struggle in a revo­
lutionary war, which in its course satisfies the fundamental needs
of the toilers, against a superior enemy and international impe­
rialism armed to the teeth. The successes gained by the Chinese
Soviets furnish brilliant confirmation of the correctness of the
line of the Communist International, which is based on Lenin's
and Stalin's doctrines of the colonial revolution. The successes
gained by the Chinese Soviets are an expression of the over-

59



whelming influence of the Socialist October Revolution, which
has ushered in a new era in the history of human society.

In China, for the first time in world history, a national revo­
lutionary struggle for emancipation is passing into an unrestricted
revolutionary democratic dictatorship of the proletariat and the
peasantry. For the :first time in world history, an anti-imperialist
agrarian revolution in a semi-colonial country is taking the form
of a fight for Soviets. Thus the possibility of establishing a
Soviet power in a colonial country is proved in practice, a Soviet
power which here makes its appearance in the state form of a
revolutionary democratic dictatorship of the proletariat and the
peasantry, and which ensures the passing of the bourgeois demo­
cratic revolution into the Socialist revolution.

The Chinese revolution provides the first model of a colonial
revolution in which the ideological and also, in its initial form,
the state hegemony of the proletariat is realized. In the Chinese
working class the colonial proletariat has proved in practice its
ability to settle great historical problems, to maintain the com­
plete economic and political independence of the country, to
completely abolish feudal survivals, to put an end to large landed
proprietorship, to excise the cancer of usury, and to undertake
revolutionary changes that clear the way for the victory of
Socialism.

The policy of the Chinese Soviets, the practical measures they
have taken, which ensure a definitely tangible improvement in the
conditions of the workers and peasants, are helping to awaken the
masses of toilers to active political life and rapidly to raise
the level of their organization and political consciousness. Among
the toilers of the Kuomintang areas of ,China, who live under
conditions which deprive them of all rights and reduce them
to ruin, starvation and extermination, while the Kuomintang
regime condemns thenl to continued colonial slavery, the con­
viction is growing that only the Soviets can save China. Wider
and wider tnasses of the toilers of China are coming to realize
that the Soviets are the only force capable of defending the
unity and independence of China, uniting the country, repelling
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the attacks of the imperialist conquerors and ensuring a radical
improvement in the condition of the toiling masses.

The successful development of the Soviet movement in China
is arousing enthusiasm for revolutionary struggle among the
toilers of the whole colonial world, for whom the Chinese Soviets
have become a model and a banner of the revolutionary struggle
for freedom.

* * *
Comrades, this brings me to the conclusion of the analysis

of the three periods of the struggle. Let us summarize the re­
sults of the development of the international labor movement
since the Sixth World Congress.

The insufferable economic yoke, the absence of all prospect
of improvement in the condition of the masses within the frame­
work of capitalism, the direct danger of war, the blind fury of
the offensive of the bourgeoisie against the last remnants of
democratic liberties and parliamentarism, and the attempts to
establish the fascist regime of blood and terror in more and
more countries, are causing the wave of the struggle of the
proletariat in the capitalist world to rise higher every month.

The Soviet Union is increasingly becoming a center of at­
traction for the toiling masses, which means that the idea of
the necessity of establishing their own Soviet Power is maturing
in the minds of the masses.

No passing changes in the economic situation, no maneuvers
of ((Left" and Social-Democratic governments can alter this
major trend in the development of the international labor
movement.

This upsurge in the labor movement and the increasing de­
sire of the masses to fight for Socialism, show that the revolu­
tionary crisis is toaturing all over the world.

I now come to the part of my report dealing with the state
of affairs in our Sections.
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IV. THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL
AND ITS SECTIONS

TODAY, more than ever before, the development of historical
"events depends on the degree of consciousness and the state

of organization of the working class, on the skilful and clever
tactics of the Communists, on the might and strength of the
Communist International.

In his report to the Seventeenth Party Congress of the Com­
munist Party of the Soviet Union held in January-February,
1934, Comrade Stalin said:

USome comrades think that as soon as a revolutionary crisis
occurs the bourgeoisie must drop into a hopeless position, that its
end is predetermined, that the victory of the revolution is as­
sured, and that all they have to do is to wait for the bourgeoisie
to fall and to draw up victorious resolutions. This is a profound
mistake. The victory of revolution never comes by itself. It has
to be prepared for and won. And only a strong proletarian
party can prepare for and win victory. Moments occur when the
situation is revolutionary, when the rule of the bourgeoisie is
shaken to its very foundations, and yet the victory of the revolu­
tion does not come, because there is no revolutionary party of the
proletariat sufficiently strong and authoritative to lead the masses
and take power. It would be unwise to believe that such teases'
cannot occur."

Comrades, we must confess that such U cases" frequently
occur, that such (Ceases" may be repeated if we do not take
Comrade Stalin's warning to heart and do not do everything
necessary to strengthen the Communist Parties and to see to
it that they are able to win over the majority of the proletariat.

Just remember: was not the situation in Germany a revo­
lutionary one in the years 1918-20 and in 1923? Yet the prole­
tariat was not victorious, the reason being that in Germany at
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this period there was no strong, revolutionary party of the pro­
letariat capable of organizing the victory of the proletariat over
the bourgeoisie. Even in 1932 the Communist Party of Germany
proved that it was not strong enough to lead the Socialist workers
into a general strike against fascism in spite of the Social·
Democratic leaders.

And was not the situation a revolutionary one in Italy in
1920? Yet the proletariat at that time was not victorious; and
the fascists came to power because there was still no strong
revolutionary party of the proletariat.

Further, might not the issue of events in Austria in February,
1934, have been a different one if at that time there had been
a strong Communist Party in Austria, if it had not been the
Social-Democratic Party, which Otto Bauer himself said was not
a revolutionary party, that dominated in Austria?

In Spain, where for four years the bourgeois-democratic
revolution has been at a standstill, might there not have been a
different situation for the further development of the revolu­
tionary movement?

And could not the success of the unemployed movement and
the political activities of the working class in a number of capi­
talist countries during the past few years have been greater if
the Communist Parties had been stronger, if they had been able
to create a powerful system of proletarian mass organizations
win the proletariat and the broad toiling masses and lead them
in an attack on capitalism?

If the Russian proletariat was victorious in October, 1917,
it was primarily because of the fact that there was a strong and
experienced party of the Bolsheviks in Russia, which, under the
firm leadership of Lenin, was able to establish close contact with
the whole mass of the exploited and oppressed and to win o,ver
the majority of the proletariat in order to lead the whole prole­
tariat to a successful and victorious revolution.

Without such a party the proletariat of Russia could not
have conquered power, in spite of the revolutionary situation.

The chief lesson, therefore, to be learned from the history
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of revolutionary movement is that we Communists must work
unceasingly in organizing the masses, strengthening the Com­
munist Parties and their ties with the masses and strengthening
the Communist International.

If we do not prepare ourselves for the accomplishment of
this task it may come about-however profound the revolution­
ary crisis may he-that the bourgeoisie may succeed in fooling
the masses, in again suppressing the liberation movement of the
proletariat for a certain period, in establishing fascist dictator­
ship in a number of other countries and in seeking for a way
out of its difficult position in a new imperialist war for the
repartition of the whole world.

The period that elapsed between the Sixth and the Seventh
W orId Congresses of the Communist International was, as I have
already said, a period in which the working class masses swung

ver to the revolutionary struggle, a period in which the influence
f the Communist Parties among the masses rapidly grew, and

at the same time a period in which the Communist Parties be-
came organizationally and politically consolidated.

The political and organizational consolidation of the Com­
munist Parties was effected in the course of a struggle against the
Right elements which were urging the Parties to capitulate to

ocial-Democracy. Soon after the Sixth W orId Congress the
Rights began to oppose the line of the Congress; in Germany
in the case of Brandler;, somewhat later, in the U.S.A., Love­
stone; in Czechoslovakia, ]inyk; in Sweden;, Kilborn, and in
France Sellier and later Doriot.

Nevertheless, neither in Germany nor the U.S.A., neither in
Czechoslovakia nor France did the Right opportunists succeed
in gaining the following of any appreciable sections of the
Party membership. Only in Sweden did the Kilborn group suc­
ceed, thanks to the inadequate explanatory work carried on by
the followers of the Comintern and to their mistakes, in split­
ting the Swedish Communist Party and in winning a section of
the revolutionary workers away from the Communist Inter­
national.
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In the fight against the Rights, and simultaneously in the
fight against the ((Left" sectarian views which tended to isolate
the Party from the masses, the Communist Parties become suffi­
ciently steeled to counteract opportunist influences; they tested
their ranks, ejected the rotten elements who were unfit for the
fight and at the same time acquired the ability of better maneu­
vering in the fight against the bourgeoisie and reformism,
adapting their tactics to the concrete conditions of the class war
of the proletariat in each particular country.

The Heroic Warriors of Communism

By the internal consolidation of the Party, resulting from the
experience accumulated in the new stage of struggle and from
the serious work performed in training cadres, the Communist
Parties rose to a new and higher level. This is borne out by the
heroic struggle of the Chinese Red Army, which is headed by
peasants, agricultural workers and students who during these
even years have been trained by the Party and have developed

into capable organizers and leaders of the masses, into proletarian
statesmen.

This is borne out by the work of the Communist Party of
Germany, the work of the lower ranks of Party cadres, who in
spite of the frequent disorganization of the central leadership
by the Gestapo (the secret police) and the frightful medieval
terror, have been able to orient themselves independently in
conlplex political questions, to publish thousands of illegal news­
papers and to organize the struggle of the workers against the
National Socialists. This is borne out by the skillful tactics of
the Communist Party of France, which have led to the estab­
lishment of a united front and to the amalgamation of the
masses of the people in the fight against the fascist offensive.
This is borne out by the October fighting in Spain, where only
five years ago there was still but an insignificant group of Com­
munist propagandists led by semi-Trotskyist elements, who later
even broke away from the Communist International, but where
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in the past few years 3J strong Communist Party was created
which led the armed fighting in a large part of Asturias.

The past seven years have shown the world that wherever
the toiling masses took up the fight against the imperialist yoke,
against the plundering of the toilers by high finance, the banks
and the trusts, the fight in the interests of the freedom of the
peoples and the culture of humanity, the Communists have
fought in the front ranks.

During the past seven years the world was able to convince
itself of the steadfastness and self-sacrifice, the boundless devo­
tion of the cadres of the Communist International to the cause
of the struggle for emancipation of all who are exploited and
oppressed.

Remember the stand made by Comrade Dimitroff at the
Leipzig trial, remember the trials of Rakosi in Hungary, Antikai­
nen in Finland and Fiete Schulze in Germany; remember the
heroic deaths of Comrades Tan T su-po, Luetgens, and Kdfard­
chiey, and remember, finally, the numerous heroes and victims of
the great struggle for emancipation in all the countries of the
world.

Extremely significant is the circumstance that in the period
under review individual Parties, or several Parties in conjunction,
frequently took the initiative of international action in the
struggle on behalf of the unemployed and against fascism and
war. Extremely significant also is the fact that the stronger and
more experienced Parties assisted the weaker Parties with advice
and drew up programs and documents for them, and the fact
that- the Communists of imperialist countries constantly helped
the Communist Parties of the colonial countries in their work
and assisted the weaker Parties both in the matter of their
internal consolidation and in their fight against the bourgeoisie.

In connection with the fact that during the past few years
a change has taken place in the consciousness of the broad
working class masses, particularly of the Social-Democratic
workers, the Communist Parties now possess incomparably
greater opportunities of winning over the working class masses.
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Our slogans are gaining popularity among increasingly broader
trata of the working class and also within the Social-Democratic

Parties.
The position of the Social-Democratic leaders among the

masses must indeed be bad if many of them are now beginning -'
to recognize the dictatorship of the proletariat, the Soviet form
of state, the confiscation of the means of production and their
nationalization, and the violent overthrow of the power of the
exploiting class. This victory of the slogans and ideas of the
Communist International goes to show that while in the years of
stabilization the Communist Parties extended their influence only
very slowly and were not able to destroy the influence of the
old and more influential reformist parties, now all the conditions
exist which render possible the rapid growth of the influence of
the Communist Parties and their success in winning over the
majority of the working class to the Communist Parties.

The bourgeoisie is endeavoring to make it difficult for the
Communist Parties to win over a majority of the working class
by restricting freedom of Communist propaganda, hindering the
legal activities of the Communist Parties, employing terror against
the Communists and by setting up the slogans of various bour­
geois, semi-fascist and fascist parties against the slogans of the
Communists.

Faced by the rapid abandonment of reformism by the masses,
faced by the danger of proletarian revolution, the bourgeoisie
are abolishing the last remnants of bourgeois-democratic liberties
and the organizations of the proletariat, including the Social­
Democratic Parties and the trade unions.

As a result of this olfensive of the bourgeoisie against the
working class organizations, only 22 of the 67 Sections of the
Communist International in the capitalist countries, and only
11 in Europe, are able to work legally or semi-legally. Forty­
five Sections, 15 of them in Europe, are obliged to work under
conditions of strict illegality and under a gruesome terror.
Among them are countries like Italy, Germany, Austria and
Latvia, where the fascists have smashed all the organizations of
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the proletariat, including the Social-Democratic Parties and the
trade unions, and are fm'cibly driving the workers into the fascist
organizations.

We Must Explain the Progra1n, Strategy and Tactics of
the Comintern to the Masses

The forms and methods of the struggle of the Communists
for the working class masses, their agitation, propaganda and
organizational work are determined by the position of the Com­
munist Party in each given country. Nevertheless, in all capital­
ist countries without exception, this struggle is being carried on
under common slogans advocating a fight against the capitalist
offensive, against fascism and against the preparations for a
new imperialist war. In all countries the work of the Com­
munists is being conducted under the main slogan of the Com­
munist International, the slogan of fighting for Soviet Power.

Our agitation and propaganda ,were determined by the cir­
cumstance that in their fight against capitalism, fascism and war,
the Communists were also obliged at the same time to fight the
Social-Democratic Parties, which were holding 'back the masses
from the struggle. Without having fought the Social-Demo­
cratic Parties it would have been impossible to fight the bour­
geoisie, because it was a question of winning the Social-Demo­
cratic workers for the struggle.

The present situation, if nothing else, compels us to inten­
sify our criticism of those Social-Democratic Parties and leaders
who are continuing to hold the masses back from the struggle
and who are playing the part of strikebreakers in· the struggle
of the working class. But at the same time we must direct our
agitation and propaganda very vigorously against the bourgeoisie,
especially their reactionary fascist parties, which are endeavoring
with the help of their demagogic, anti-capitalist slogans to cap­
ture the masses who were not formedy class conscious and were
politically passive and who are turning away from reformism
and for the first time are being stirred into action.
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The methods of agitation and propaganda adopted by the
fascists and many other bourgeois parties and their leaders go
to show that the bourgeoisie is feeling its weakness and that it
is no longer able to maintain its rule by openly coming out for
capitalism before the masses.

Many of our agitators and editors believe that it is our duty
to give a theoretical proof that the slogans of the bourgeoisie
are unscientific and not in harmony with Marxist-Leninist polit­
ical economy. That is quite useless. It is our duty to prove in
every possible way that the bourgeois leaders are deceiving the
masses with these slogans, that no bourgeois party can put these
slogans into effect, and that only Soviet government can liberate
the toilers from the domination of the banks and the trusts,
from the yoke of capital and from poverty, starvation and misery.

It is our duty to prove to the masses that German «national­
socialism" does not contain a single grain of socialism. The
fascist demagogues are endeavoring to deck themselves in the
toga of people's tribunes who are protecting the «interests" of
the whole nation.

It is therefore our duty to expose them a agents of the
powerful trusts and the cannon kings, 'to show the masses what
lies behind the legend of national unity and how a handful of
capitalists and fascist leaders are battening on the people. We
must show the people that only the dictatorship of the prole­
tariat-which is the only real democracy for the toilers, created
in the image of the Soviet Union-is able to help the workers.

The capitalist system is becoming more and more repulsive
to the toilers. All the outstanding minds of our generation are
turning against the capitalist system. In the eyes of the masses
Communism is coming to be their only saviour.

The toiling masses are opposed to capitalism; they have lost
their faith in reformism and are beginning to break away from
it. The toiling masses are in favor of a united :fighting front
against capital, fascism and war.

The Communists, who are organizing a consistent :fight
against the capitalist offensive, fascism and war, are in favor of
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the united front as a form of unity which can be realized
immediateIy.

But unity of action is not enough. The change that has taken
place among the masses in connection with the change in the
world situation caused by the victory of socialism in the Soviet
Union and the fact that in more and more countries the bour­
geoisie are adopting the methods of fascist dictatorship, has
resulted in the Social-Democratic masses beginning to turn to­
wards the united front spontaneously. But this does not mean
that the masses will come over to Communism just as spon­
taneously_

The workers are in favor of a united party, but they often
picture the creation of such a party in too simplified a form. If
all the revolutionary workers are to be united in one party, the
masses themselves must widely discuss the program and tactical
questions and the aims of the struggle.

A real united party of the proletariat can be created only on
the basis of unity of program, strategy and tactics. The program
and tactics of the Social-Democratic Parties have suffered bank­
ruptcy. The program, strategy and tactics of the Communist
International have stood every test. We have therefore every
reason for explaining our program, tactics and strategy to the
Social-Demo'cratic workers, for fighting on this basis for the
union of all. revolutionary forces and for assuming the offensive
against reformism along the whole front.

Contact with the Masses-A Law of Bolshevism

I now come to the condition of our Sections from the point
of view of organization. Our Sections in all countries have
grown politically and numerically. But their organizational growth
does not correspond to the growth of our influence, and the
result of this may be that the Communist Parties may not be
equal to the tremendous tasks which the political situation im­
poses on them in the matter of leading the masses.

The organizational growth of the Sections of the Commu­
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nist International in countries where the movement is legal is
at present being primarily hindered by a number of shortcomings
in recruiting new members, in the work of educating them and
in building up the Party organizations. This is especially borne
out by the so-called ttfluctuation" as expressed in the fact that
newly won Party members either never actually join the ranks
of the Party or leave it after a few months. Many of the work­
ers newly recruited by the Party have still inadequate political
training and are not sufficiently active and disciplined. The
Party organization must devote a great deal of attention to them
and train them to become fighting Communists and active Party
functionaries. But this is just what the old members often fail
to do.

The organizational growth of the Sections of the Commu­
nist International in countries where the movement is illegal is
hampered by police persecution, and by the fear that provoca­
teurs may penetrate into the organization. Yet in the illegal
Sections the new members are as a rule better trained, better
disciplined and more active. But here too big defects are to
be observed.

Very often the cells are not political organizations which
discuss various political questions, and this state of affairs is
by no means occasioned by motives of secrecy. The cells are
frequently merely organizations for collecting membership dues
or for distributing Party functions.

In many organizations, both in the legal and illegal SectL>ns,
a veritable sectarian fear of an influx of former Social-Demo­
cratic workers prevails. In many of the organizations in Ger­
many this sectarian spirit reached such lengths that either special
conditions of admission were drawn up for former Social-Demo­
crats, or they were organized in special cells; frequently excessive
political demands were also made on them. Such an attitude
towards former Social-Democrats bears witness to a complete
lack of understanding of the change of spirit that is taking place
among the Social-Democratic masses.

This change of spirit is borne out in the case of our Austrian
71



Party, over two-thirds of the membership of which today consists
of comrades who only a year ago belonged to the Social-Demo­
cratic Party, but who are now faithful, devoted and active mem­
bers of the Communist Party of Austria. And this is true not
only of former rank-and-file members of the Social-Democratic
Party, but also of former Social-Democratic functionaries. It is
with particular pleasure that I here stress the fact that the dele­
gation of our Austrian Section to this Congress to a considerable
extent consists of comrades who in February 1934 were still prom­
inent functionaries of the Social-Democratic Party. (Applause.)
The composition of the Austrian delegation is one of the best
evidences of the decline of reformism and the success of our
slogans.

The basic principle of our Party organization is that it must
know how to maintain closest contact with the masses and avail
itself of every opportunity for organizing the struggle and for
enlisting the workers in the struggle. In this it must base itself
on the decisive strata of the workers of the most important
factories and branches of industry.

I should like here to stress two particularly important groups
of tasks in the organizational work of our Parties, tasks that a
a matter of fact have been most neglected. They are work among
women and work among the youth. In this present situation par­
ticularly there exist in all countries the most favorable conditions
for winning the women and youth for the revolutionary struggle.

The decisive condition for successful mass work of the Com­
munists and for the winning of the masses by the Communist
Parties is Communist work in the trade unions and in other
organizations embracing the working class masses. Unless influ­
ence over the members of these organizations is secured, there
can be no question of winning the majority of the working class
for the Communist Parties.

There has been a certain increased animation lately in our
work in the Amsterdam trade unions in Great Britain, Hungary
and Poland and in the American Federation of Labor. This has
already resulted in rendering the reformists both in Great Britain

72



and the United States unable to give effect to the instructions
of the so-called Black Circular for the expulsion of Communists.
In Hungary and Poland our work made it difficult for the
fascists to abolish the trade union organizations.

Great initiative has also been shown of late by the Commu­
nists in Austria and Germany, who are taking an active part
in the restoration of the free trade unions. But many Communists
still regard the Amsterdam trade unions as the domain of the
Social-Democratic Parties and not as their own organizations,
not as part of the fundamental organizations of the working
class, for the strengthening of which we must work in a prac­
tical way.

In those countries where the working class organizations have
been smashed by the fascists, the Communists will not be able
to extend their influence to the broad working masses unless they
utilize every legal and semi-legal opportunity, unless they work
in the fascist trade unions in Italy and Austria and in the ranks
of the so-called Labor Front in Germany, and unless they fight
in these organizations to win influence over the masses and to
lead the masses.

Our slogan in the fight to win the majority of the proletariat
for the Communist Party is: Extend the front, penetrate deeper
into the mass organizations!

The aim of our work within the Party is to strengthen the
Party and to raise the political level of the Party organizations!

The Most Important Sections of the Communist International

I will now proceed to deal with the position of some of our
more important Sections.

During the past seven years the Communist Parties have
learned to lead millions of people and have gained tremendous
fighting experience. In all co~ntries the importance of the Com­
munist Parties has enormously increased. Our Sections have
grown in strength.

The Communist Party of Germany, our largest Communist
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Party in the capitalist world, which after the defeat of the Ger­
man proletariat in January, 1933, did not cease its fight against
the bourgeoisie for a single day, has been driven underground.
It is the largest illegal party of the proletariat in the history of
the working class movement. In spite of the terror, and over­
coming the sectarian views of certain of its leaders, the Party
is mobilizing the proletarian masses against fascism and against
preparations for a new war, and is fighting for the satisfaction
of the day-to-day demands of the workers. Despite the asser­
tions of the National-Socialist leaders that they have annihilate
Marxism, the Party has shown that while it is possible to destroy
the pseudo-Marxism of the Social-Democrats and democratic
illusions, Marxism cannot be annihilated. (Applause.) There
can be no question of the National-Socialist regime being con­
solidated for any lengthy period of time.

The Communist Party of Austria, which only a year and a
half ago was a small propagandist group enjoying very little
influence, after the bankruptcy of Social-Democracy became the
heir of the best traditions of the Austrian proletariat and its
leading party. (.Applause.) It is successfully combating the sur­
vivals of reformism, and is fighting for a united front and for
the amalgamation of all the revolutionary workers in a united
Communist Party.

The Communist Party of Spain, which at the time of the
Sixth World Congress was a sectarian group, consisting prin­
cipally of people living abroad, has become a compact and mass
party, steeled in the fight, and a powerful political factor in the
development of the Spanish revolution. (Applause.) Its slogans
are being taken up by ever larger masses. In October, 1934, it
already played a great political role in the armed fighting.

Summarizing what has been said regarding these three Par­
ties, it is with great pride that we are able to record the incredible
endurance and steadfastness displayed by the Communists in
face of a bestial terrorism and the exceptionally important fact
that the! Communists of Spain and Austria not only fought in
the front ranks at the barricades, but also after the defeat,
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without losing a single moment, revealed to the working class
masses the weak points in the proletarian front, began to com­
bat reformism, and organized a united front of all the prole­
tarians in order to create a firm foundation for future victories.

Our glorious Communist Party of China has during the past ­
seven years stood in the vanguard of the fight of the peoples of
the colonies and dependent countries. It has a membership of
over 300,000. It has created a Red Army and has Iwon power
in a large part of China. (Applause.) The successes it has gained
show that only the slogans of the Communist International can
serve as a guiding star for the toiling masses of the colonial
countries. But our Chinese Party has not yet won the majority
of the toilers in Kuomintang China. It has still not succeeded
in organizing the proletariat of the foremost industrial centers
and is faced by the extremely difficult task of extending the
Soviet revolution to the whole of China in the fight against the
national bourgeoisie and Japanese intervention.

Another tremendously important event in the development
of the revolutionary movement in the colonies is the creation of
the Communist Party of India. (Applause.)

The Communist Party of France has the greatest successes
to record as compared with the Communist Parties of other impe­
rialist countries. It has trebled its membership and by the suc­
cessful application of united front tactics has become a very
important political factor in France. (Applause.) Its task is to
strengthen the united front of all the toilers against the offensive
of fascism and war and on behalf of the day-to-day demands of
the working class masses, to repulse the new attacks of fascism
and to rouse the toilers to proceed from the fight against fas­
cism to the fight for Soviets.

The Communist Party of Great Britain~ a small organization
compared with the Labor Party, has increased its membership
by one-third, has established a united front with the Independent
Labor Party and, by carrying on successful work among the
masses and by correctly applying united front tactics, has
strengthened its position both in the trade union movement and
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among the whole working class. It supports and fights for the
democratic demands of the masses. It supports their desire for
a Labor government and at the same time advocates the program
of proletarian revolution as the only way of escape from poverty
and want. Nevertheless, the Communist Party of Great Britain
has remained a small organization.

The Communist Party of the U.S.A., having overcome the
factional struggle, has considerably grown numerically and, as
the economic crisis grew in intensity, began to extend its influence
widely among the working class masses, the farmers and intel­
lectuals. But in order still further to strengthen its influence
among the working class masses, the Party itself must grow and
must consolidate its positions in the trade union movement. It
must fight more vigorously than hitherto for the creation of a
broad mass party of workers and farmers, as a coalition of all
the organizations of the toilers against the bourgeoisie.

The Communist Party of Japan, which is carrying on its
work anlidst an extraordinarily severe terror, has organized the
fight against the offensive of Japanese imperialism in a Bolshevik
fashion and has given substantial support to the toiling masses
of China. But government terror and the activities of provoca­
teurs have seriously weakened the Party. In order to be able to
achieve further success, the Japanese Communists must reso­
lutely eradicate the remnants of sectarianism and make real use
of all legal opportunities of fighting for the day-to-day interests
of the working class. This at the same time is the condition
for the political and organizational strengthening of the Party
for the purpose of leading the toiling masses in the fight against
reaction.

The Communist Party of Poland has not only put an end to
the prolonged factional struggle, but, in the period between the
Sixth and the Seventh W orId Congresses, has more than trebled
its membership; it has extended its political influence and has
been able, thanks to its correct fighting slogans, to take the
lead of big mass movements. (Applause.) The united front has
enabled the Party to come into still closer contact with the masses.
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It must utilize every legal opportunity and defend the last rem­
nants of the democratic rights and liberties of the toiling people
in order to render the masses mature for the fight for the over­
throw of the fascist dictatorship and to rouse them to the fight.
for a Soviet Poland.

The Communist Party of Czechoslovakia has during these
years led big mass movements and has gained in political and
organizational strength. Thanks to the good mass work it per­
formed, it was able, in spite of the categorical rejection by the
Social-Democratic leaders of all proposals for a united front,
to establish a united front with many local Social-Democratic
organizations. The results of the parliamentary elections of
1935, in which the Party secured 850,000 votes, bear witness to
a considerable growth in the influence of the Party among the
worker and peasant masses. The Party must widely develop
the united front against the capitalist offensive, against Czech
and German fascism and against war, which is threatening the
political independence of the Czech people, and in favor of an
alliance with the Soviet Union. At the same time it must wage
a struggle against national oppression in the German, Ukrainian
and Slovak regions. By organizing fights on behalf of partial
demands, the Party must lead the masses in the struggle against
the bourgeoisie and in the struggle for power.

And, finally, comrades, a few words regarding the greatest
and leading Section of our International, the Party of Lenin
and Stalin, the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. (Ap­
plause.)

Under the leadership of Comrade Stalin, the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union has during this period gained new
victories of world historical importance and is conducting a
successful fight for the establishment of a classless socialist so­
ciety. It provides us with a great example of how we must
fight and win.

Comrades, only a few of the biggest Parties of our Inter­
national have been mentioned in the report. To make even a
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brief report at this Congress on every Section would be eJrtremely
difficult.

The Leninist Style of LeaJershifl

In general, I should like to emphasize only one point. An
increasing number of Communist Parties that at the time of the
Sixth World Congress still represented purely propagandist
groups are now being transformed into mass parties and are be·
coming serious political factors in their own countries. In aU
the Communist Parties of the large countrie~ leaderships faith­
ful to our principles have been formed who are able, on the
basis of the decisions of our Congresses and Plenums, to decide
the most complex political and tactical question of their coun­
tries independently.

This changes the functions of the Executirve Committee of
the Communist International and enables the E.C.C.1. to devote
the greater part of its activities to working out the fundamental,
political and tactical positions of the international labor move·
mente In doing this it, naturally, must be guided by the conqete
conditions and peculiarities of each particular country, must
make it a rule to avoid interfering in the internal organizational
questions of the individual Parties and must assist all the Parties
to strengthen their truly Bolshevik leadership in the matter of
agitation and propaganda and in utilizing the experiences of
the world Communist movement internationally.

In view of the extraordinary seriousness and acuteness ~f the
present situation, we also consider it urgently necessary that the
leading representatives of all the more or less large Sections of
the Communist International should take a more active and
Permanent part in the work of the Executive Committee, its Pre­
sidium and Secretariat.

This will result in further strengthening our international
leadership and will raise it, and our entire worle, to a higher leveL

The style and methods of our work change in accordance
with the changes in the political situation and with the growth
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and increasing strength of our Parties. While at the time of
the Sixth Congress many of our Parties were tom by internal
dissension and factional nghts, we are now more united and more
solid than ever before. (Applause.)

We must give considerably greater scope 'to our work and
now there must not be a single question either of the home and
foreign policy of the countries or of the mutual relations be­
tween Parties and groups to which the Communists do not de­
vote their attention and do not adopt a dennite attitude in order
to exert their inBuence on the whole course of historical devel­
opment.

An exemplary instance of this new style of work is provided
by the French Communist Party, which, thanks to the united
front and the people's front, has succeeded in organizing the
Left parties for resisting the formation of a Right government,
and which has rallied large masses of the people in the anti-
fascist demonstration of July 14. .

The strengthening of the front of the toilers against the
front of the frenzied bourgeoisie, the strengthening of the front
of Communism against the front of capitalism now depends on
the activity of the Communists and on their ability to utilize
every change in the policy of the bourgeoisie of their countries,
every contradiction among the ruling classes in order to repulse
reaction, fascism and the warmongers.

The ETa of tbe Second lteterteatitmalls Over

The era of the Secdnd International is over. The situation in
the capitalist countries, the position of world capitalism, which
is unable to nnd a way out of its difficulties or to alleviate the
want and hunger of the masses, shows that a new rise, a new
blossoming of reformism is already impossible. True, in indi­
vidual countries the Social-Democratic Parties may be able to
strengthen themselves for a brief period, here and there they may
still come to power and take part in bourgeois governments. But
this would no longer be because the masses still cherish the illu-
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sion that this will lead to socialism, but because the masses do
not feel strong enough to overthrow the rule of the bourgeoisie
and therefore think that the onslaughts of reaction may be re­
strained, even though it be with the help of Social-Democratic
governments.

The Second International is in the throes of a profound
political crisis. It is the crisis of world reformism, provoked by
rhe aggravation of the entire world situation and caused by the
regrouping of the masses which has begun, by their swing over
to the fight against the bourgeoisie, by their swing towards the
revolution.

The crisis from which Social Democracy and the entire Sec­
ond International is suffering confronts the Social-Democratic
workers and all honest Social-Democratic functionaries with the
question: What next?

We have repeatedly proposed to the Executive Committee
of the Second International the establishment of a united front
for the purpose of combating the capitalist offensive, fascism
and war. Striving not for mere declarations, but for a genuine
struggle, we proposed in 1933 that negotiations should be under­
taken between the individual Parties. But the Second Inter­
national rejected our proposal and declared that negotiations
could be conducted only between the two Internationals. In
1934 we proposed to the Executive Committee of the Second
International that direct negotiations should be started in regard
to concrete common action. Again our proposals were rejected.
In 1935, before May Day, we once more proposed to the Exec­
utive Committee of the Second International to establish a
united front. This time it declared that negotiations could take
place between the parties, and not between the Internationals.

What does the Seccmd International want? Whither is it
seeking to lead' the masses?

One or the other: it is either already unable to act as an
international organization, or it is sabotaging the unity of the
proletariat. If the leaders of the Second International hope to
survive this difficult period for reformism too, if they believe that
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a favorable situation for reformism will once more return, we
declare to the working class masses that every maneuver made
by the Social-Democrats in the hope that a favorable situation
for reformism will return is vain as far as the reformist leaders
are concerned and catastrophic for the working class.

We propose to all Socialists, we propose to all Socialist Par­
ties the only correct and possible way, namely, to march with us,
the Communists, in a united front for the fight against fascism.
war and capitalism-the fight for socialism.

We propose that all the revolutionary forces of the prole­
tariat should be united in a single revolutionary party based on
the tested theoretical and organizational foundations of the
teachings of Marx and Lenin.

We, the Communists of the entire world, are confronted by
a task of the greatest importance, namely, to see to it by the
work of our own Party that no chicanery of the bourgeoisie,
that no demagogy of any kind whatsoever, should be allowed
to dupe the masses who have become disillusioned with reform­
ism-the task of leading the proletariat, on the basis of the
united front, into the fight against the capitalist offensive, fas­
cism and war, and of winning the proletariat for the revolution
and for the fight for Soviet government.

Comrades, I now come to the last part of my report, which
deals with the prospects of world development and the world
revolution.
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V. THE PROSPECTS OF WORLD DEVELOP­
MENT AND THE WORLD REVOLUTION

WJ:IAT are the prospects of world development, what are
the prospects of the world revolution? The capitalist sys­

tem has been shaken to its foundations by the development of
the general crisis of capitalism, by the world economic crisis, by
the increasing revolutionizing of the toilers and by the symptoms
of a political crisis that are manifesting themselves in many
countries.

The forces of the bourgeoisie have grown weaker; the forces
of the proletariat have grown stronger. The relation of forces
on a world scale has changed to the advantage of socialism and
to the disadvantage of capitalism.

The U.S.S.R.-,Th'e Pride and Glory of the
World Proletariat

The Soviet Union has become the most powerful and im­
portant factor in the world struggle for socialism. While at the
time of the Sixth World Congress of the Communist Interna­
tional the U.S.S.R. was still a comparatively weak state, pos­
sessing no large-scale industry worth mentioning, today the
Soviet Union has economically and politically become a strong
socialist world power, based on a developed heavy industry and
the best modern technique. .

Today, the U.S.S.R. by its whole policy is exerting a daily
increasing influence on the fate of world capitalism and on the
development of the struggle for emancipation of the world pro­
letariat and the peoples of the colonial and dependent countries.
In this steadily increasing influence. of the victory of socialism
in the Soviet Union on world development and on the con­
sciouspess of the toiling masses in the capitalist c;ountries is ex-
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pressed the world-wide significance of the victory of socialism in
a single country, a victory which cannot remain an isolated one
but which will lead to the victory of socialism throughout the
entire world.

We have not the slightest doubt that the change that has
caken place among the toiling masses, a change that signifies
that the masses have turned towards the revolutionary struggle
against the capitalist offensive, fascism and war, has been to a
decisive degree determined by the successes achieved by the
Soviet Union. These successes have demonstrated to the entire
world that the working class is capable by its own efforts of
building up a new, socialist society and that socialism is leading
the toilers to a happy, free and prosperous life.

The superiority of the new, socialist economic system over
the capitalist economic system, the superiority of the new, social­
ist order of society over bourgeois class society, the striking con­
trast between the U.S.S.R. and the fascist countries, represent
a force which, if the Communists carry on serious and energetic
work, is' capable within a few years of destroying the mass
influence of reformism. .

At the same time, the victory of socialism in the U.S.S.R.
proves that the victory of socialism throughout the entire world
is inevitable.

On the basis of the colossal advantages of socialist economy,
which is backed by the best modern technique and by collectivized
agriculture, on the basis of the consolidation of social property,
the standard of living and culture of the toilers will continue to
rise with extraordinary rapidity, the economic and political
power of the Soviet Union will continue to grow and Soviet
democracy for all the toilers will be further perfected.

The land of the Soviets will increasingly stand forth to the
world as a land of advanced culture and technique, as a land
of peace and well-being for the entire people, as a land of
democracy and freedom, as a great socialist country, in which
every person possesses the opportunity of fully developing his

individual gifts and his abilities.
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From the victory of socialism in the Soviet Union and the
unlimited prospects for the further development of the Soviet
Union towards socialism, we derive the certainty that our influ­
ence over the masses of the entire world will increase with
enormous rapidity, th~t the victory of socialism will cause the
working class of all countries to turn to socialism and will lead
to the victory of socialism all over the world.

All that is required is peace, which will ensure new victories
for socialism in th~ U.S.S.R. All that is required is the possibil­
ity of enlightening and organizing the toilers in the capitalist
countries, all that is required is the energy, strength of will and
devotion of the Communists to the cause of the fight for social­
ism, to ensure our victory on a world scale in a historically short
space of time.

If not quite fifty years were required from the first real
bourgeois revolution, the Great French Revolution of 1789, to
the time when a wave of bourgeois revolutions swept over Eu­
rope, destroying the power of feudalism, not a longer, but a
considerably shorter period of time will be required from the
victory of the first socialist revolution, the great October Revo­
lution of 1917, to the victory of socialism throughout the entire
world.

T be Revoluti01lary Crisis Is Maturing

But the capitalist system will not quit the stage of world
history without a struggle.

The capitalist system is enfeebled, but capitalism has suc­
ceeded in emerging from the trough of the economic crisis.
Yet, three years after th~ trough of the crisis was passed, pro­
duction in the majority of countries has not attained the pre­
war level~espite the great influence which preparations for
war have exercised on the growth of production. The contraction
of foreign trade as a result of disturbed economic relations still
persists.

The tremendous increase in unemployment as compared to
84



pre-crisis days. the extraordinarily depressed standard of living
of the toilers, the agrarian crisis in the peasant countries, the
exceptionally low level of capitalist investments in industry in
the overwhelming majority of countries, the enormously increased
parasitism of the state, the seizure by the state of a considerable
part of the national income in the form of taxation for the
purpose of financing war preparations and maintaining swollen
government staffs-all this has severely contracted the home
markets of the imperialist countries.

To this must be added the fact that the tremendous increase
in strength of the monopolist trusts and cartels, which endeavor
to maintain high prices in the home market, prevents the exten­
sion of the market and the absorption of commodity stocks and
results in the accelerated accumulation of new commodity stocks.
Prohibitive tariffs, the destruction of the remnants of free trade,
commercial war, dumping, the contraction of the colonial mar­
kets, the continued crisis in the colonies and the disturbance of
the international credit and currency systems are preventing the
restoration of international ties and the growth of foreign trade.
And this sets narrow limits to a possible increase of industrial
production and renders extremely difficult any serious improve­
ment in production common to all countries.

The generally strained relations between classes and states
the direct danger of war and the symptoms of political crisis in
a number of countries create an uneasy situation inimical to
the consolidation of the economic system and to economic im­
provement.

It follows from what has been said that the general crisis of
capitalism, against the background of which the economic crisis
is developing, has created a situation in which the conditions
inimical to economic development will persist, preventing an
serious improvenlent in capitalist economy and furthering the
process of its decay.

Owing to these causes, there prevails in most countries a
distinct tendency for the depression of a special kind to be
further prolonged, and the short-lived improvement of produc­
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don, uneven in different countries and branches, will most prob­
ably be accompanied by new spells of economic crisis.

This economic situation, which is marked by the continua­
tion of the depression of a special kind and is condemning tens
of millions of unemployed in all countries to starvation and
extinction, and hundreds of millions of workers, peasants, intel­
l~ctuals, urban petty bourgeois and colonial slaves to a pauper
existence, has still further widened the chasm between the hand­
ful of monopolists of finance capital and the major mass of
the people, who have been plunged into the abyss of poverty
and despair.

The faith in capit~lism, in the ability of the leaders of cap­
italist economy and the state to find a way out of the crisis
towards a new prosperity, has been undermined among vast
masses of the people. The prestige of imperialism has been
enfeebled in the colonies, all the economic, social and political
foundations of bourgeois, society have been shaken, so that the
ruling classes themselves are compelled to resort to anti-capital­
ist demagogy.'

This is the kind of situation which renders the contrast be­
tween capitalism and socialism most striking in the eyes of the
masses, the kind of situation in which the struggle of the op­
pressed ~ ~ainst the oppressors will become rapidly accentuated,
the indignation of the masses at the capitalist regime will con­
tinue to grow, the revolutionary crisis to mature and the idea
of storming the citadel of capitalism to mature in the minds

f ever larger masses of proletarians.
It may, however, happen that in certain countries capitalist

economy, having removed the conditions inimical to its devel­
opment, may still experience a temporary improvement and
alleviate the condition of the bourgeoisie in these countries. But
in view of the accentuation of the general crisis of capitalism,
such an improvement of capitalist economy cannot lead to
stabilization and to the ebb of the tide of revolution. On the
contrary, it will intensify the struggle between the various groups
of the bourgeoisie, who will hasten to profit by the improved
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situation; it will intensify the struggle in the world arena, be­
cause the markets are shut off by tariff barriers and because,
finally, an improvement in any given country will be achieved
at the expense of other countries, which will thus be forced into
the background.

All this will aggravate the entire political situation, the war
danger will increase, while the uncertainty of the masses as to
their immediate future will not diminish. This means, that
whatever the course of economic development during the next
few years may be, the decay of capitalism has advanced so far
that a serious improvement in the condition of capitalism is
already impossible. This means that the entire development
of capitalism is leading to the maturing of the revolutionary
crisis.

The decline of the capitalist system, on the one hand, and
che victory of socialism in the Soviet Union and its growing
influence among the toilers in the capitalist countries, on the
other, are revolutionizing the toiling masses of the entire world
and are rendering the position of the ruling classes increasingly
uncertain and insecure.

The bourgeoisie feels its weakness and isolation. The power
of the bourgeoisie is growing more and more shaky, its reformist
odal basis is tottering and vanishing. The bourgeoisie is there­

fore no longer able to retain the democratic mask which helped
it to establish its rule; it is compelled to lay this mask aside.
The bourgeoisie-by necessity and not of its own free will­
is being compelled more and more, and in an increasing number
f countries, to strive to maintain its rule by exchanging parlia­

mentary methods for a terrorist, fascist method of government,
by robbing the toilers 0 f the last remnants of democratic rights
and the right to protect their interests.

Fascism Means WaT

But the policy of autarchy, of economic nationalism, pursued
by the fascists in order to deliver the entire home market to
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the native bourgeoisie for the purpose of plundering the masses,
tends still more to disorganize foreign trade ~nd currency. The
orientation towards a repartition of the world is intensifying the
military yoke. increasingly upsetting state finances, resulting in
an increasing part of the national income being seized in order
to finance Rreparations for war and rendering the condition
of the toiling masses more and more unfavorable.

The extreme chauvinism of the fascists and the preparations
for war being made by the big fascist countries are tending to
accentuate chauvinism and the rage for armaments all over the
capitalist world.

Wherever the bourgeoisie has succeeded in establishing a
fascist dictatorship, however, the eyes of the working class
masses are being opened more and more by oppression, loss of
right8, increased exploitation and warmongering to the fact that
fascism acts not in the interests of the people but exclusively in
the interests of the financial oligarchy. There the discontent of
the masses, who have lost their illusions in capitalism and in the
democratic path of struggle, is rapidly growing; there, under the
shadow of the fascist dictatorship, the indignation of the masses
against fascism is growing.

The offensive of the bourgeoisie, its attempts to estahlish a
fascist dictatorship, have already led to a political crisis in
Austria, Spain and France. Now, when the worker already
knows what fascism has in store for him, the resistance of the
masses to the establishment of a fascist dictatorship will daily
grow, the discontent of the masses will steadily gain in
intensity.

The whole policy of the fascists is tending to strengthen the
anti-fascist movement in countries in which remnants of par­
liamentarism and democratic liberty have still been preserved.
This is making it harder for the bourgeoisie of these countries
to resort to fascist dictatorship. Thereby the whole imperialist
system is being more and more disorganized. Our slogan is­
Fight Fascism!
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Socialism Means Peace

We are convinced that war can be averted by a joint struggle
for peace being waged by the proletariat of the capitalist coun··
tries and the Soviet Union.

If it becomes possible, by means of the struggle of the Soviet
Union and the toilers of all countries, to prevent imperialism
starting a new world massacre, and to preserve peace, this will
not only be evidence of a tremendous increase in the strength
of the proletariat, but will also result in the fact that the build­
ing of socialism in the Soviet Union and the increasing contrast
between the Soviet Union and the capitalist world will ensure
an enormous advance in the revolutionizing of the toiling masses.

If, thanks to the struggle for peace of the Soviet Union and
the toilers of all capitalist countries, war can be delayed even
for a certain time, this also will better enable the proletariat
to strengthen its position in the capitalist countries, to strengthen
the power of the Soviet Union and to create more favorable
conditions for transforming the war among the imperialists
or a war of the imperialists against the Soviet Union, into a
successful and victorious revolution.

However, should the proletariat not succeed in preventing
war, the new world war launched by the imperialists will be a
war of the imperialist bandits for plundering the peoples of the
Soviet lJnion, for enslaving the small and weak peoples who
are today independent, and for the redivision of the colonies and
spheres of influence of the imperialist Great Powers.

The war will entail unspeakable misery for all the toilers.
Will the toilers tolerate it?

If the war waged by Japan against the Chinese people has
already started a ferment among the masses of the people of
both countries and has awakened an urge on the part of the
best of the Chinese people to unite for a common fight, shoulder
to shoulder with the Chinese Red Army, if Germany's war prep­
arations hav started an anti-war movement all over the world
there can be no doubt that the launching of a war by the
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imperialists against the Soviet Union, or against each other,
will lead to an open collision between all the contradictions of
the imperialist system and will cause the proletariat of all coun­
tries, the toilers of the whole world and whole peoples to inten­
sify the class struggle to the utmost.

The launching of war by the imperialists will mark the be­
ginning of a revolutiona~y crisis throughout the entire capi­
talist world.

The task of the proletariat of the world will be to fight for
the victory of revolution and for the transformation of the
imperialist war ,into a civil war against the bourgeoisie.

Whatever may be the course of future development, it is
leading to revolution.

The revolutionary crisis is not yet matured, but it is matur­
ing all over the world. By its frantic preparations for war and
its attempts to set up the fascist dictatorship in more and more
countries, the bourgeoisie is rendering the situation increasingly
acute and accelerating the maturing of the crisis.

The following words of Lenin describe the situation:

uThe bourgeoisie is behaving like an insolent robber who has
lost his head; it is committing one folly after another, aggra­
vating the situation and hastening its doom. • • • It must now
be cproven' by the practice of revolutionary parties that they pos­
sess sufficient clarity, organization, contact with the exploited
masses, determination and ability to utilize this crisis for a suc­
cessful and triumphant revolution."

No social system falls of itself, however rotten it may be.
It must be overthrown. No revolutionary crisis can bring victory
to the proletariat if the proletariat cannot organize and win
victory.

Under the Banner of Lenhl and Stalin, Forward
to Storm Capitalism

Our task is to organize the toiling masses W 0 are rising
against capitalism into a solid revolutionary army of the prole­
tariat and to lead them to storm capitalism.
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Our World Congress must strengtht:n the Jetermina~ion of
II proletarians to heal the split in the ranks of the working

class, tl) establish a brcaa united front which will be ra~able of
mobilizing the widest sections of the peoF~e ~n the fight against
the capitalist offensive, fascism and war.

Our World Congress must show the proletariat the way to
a single revolutionary party based on the unshakable founda­
tion of Marxism-Leninism.

We m~t all of us leav~ this Congress clearly realizing that
the fate of the proletariat and of all mankind depends on us
and on our work.

We must leave this Congress clearly realizing that only the
overthrow of the rule of the exploiting classes, only the estab­
lishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat and Soviet gov­
ernment can save the toiling masses from poverty, want and
the horrors of capitalism.

In a number of class struggles the proletariat proved to be
till too weak, because its ranks were split and because the

Communist Parties were ~till too feeble.
The demand of the hour is to consolidate the Communist

Parties, the leaders in the fight for Soviet government. The
world situation is extremely acute. Any day we may be faced by
great revolutionary events, by the necessity of assuming leader-
hip of a movement of millions of people for their emancipation.

We, the Communists, are showing the masses the only road out
of the crisis, the road which has been taken by the workers and
peasants of the Soviet Union, the road of Soviet government.

Our task is not only to point out this road to the masses,
but to take this road together with the masses ~d at the head
of the masses.

We are launching into the fight for freedom, for peace, for
bread, for Soviet government and for socialism.

Our chief slogan is-Fight for Soviet government.
Our banner is the banner of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin.
Our leader is Stalin.
Under this banner, we must penetrate to the masses, we must
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establish closer ties with the masses, we must broaden the united
front of the proletariat.

Communists, weld the revolutionary class into a vast, single,
organized political army. (Loud and prolonged cheers.)
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SPEECH IN REPLY TO DISCUSSION

COMRADES, the discussion of the report of the Executive
Committee of the Communist International, which lasted six

days and in which sixty speakers representing forty-six countries
took part, showed what a tremendous distance. has been traversed
in the development of the Communist International, the van­
guard of the world proletariat, since the Sixth World Congress.
In all cotmtries, the Communist Parties have grown stronger
and have placed themselves at the head of big mass movements
of the toilers. While at the time of the Sixth World Congress
a factional struggle was still being waged within a number of
,the Sections, today the Comintern and its Sections are homoge­
neous, steadfast and united as never before. The discussion bore
eloquent testimony to the ideological and political steadfastness
of all our Sections and to the increase of their influence among
the masses. (Loud applause.)

The report of the Executive Committee has met with the
full approval of the speakers from all the Communist Parties.
Everything described by the comrades who took part in the
discussion regarding the experiences gained in th~ir struggles
completely corroborates the correctness of the Bolshevik line of
the Communist International, its analysis of international devel­
opment and the prospects of international development it
outlined.

The creation of a proletarian united front and of a people's
front of all the toilers for the fight against the capitalist offen-
ive, fascism and war has been made the chief task by all the

Sections, and a number of Sections have already been able to
register certain successes in the fulfillment of this most important
task. But we regret to say that the speakers in the discussion
did not sufficiently define their attitude to the international
experience described in the report, but for the most part con-
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fined themselves to dealing with the events in their own coun­
tries and the experience there gained.

In the report of the Executive Committee of the Communist
International, the work and the mistakes of our various Partie6
were' earnestly criticized. It is true that most of· the comrades
who took part in the discussion admitted the justness of this
criticism, but not all of them by far dealt with the conclusions
that must be drawn if their work is to be improved. We hope
that the comrades wilL repair this defect in the discussion on
the second point of the agenda, which will deal with the problems
of the united front.

It must also be noted that the speeches of certain of the
speakers revealed a spirit of self-satisfaction with the successes
achieved, and it was not sufficiently explained why in spite of
the favorable conditions our influence among the masses was
not more firmly established.

Comrade Carbin spoke of the great work performed by the
French Communist Party in the fight for a united front of the
proletariat and for a people's front of all the toilers against
fascism. The tactics of the French comrades have been justified
and the Party has achieved big political successes, but these
successes still need to be consolidated. The fascist danger in
France is extremely great and we are therefore entitled to de­
mand further successes of the French comrades in the fight
against fascism on the basis of the correct line which the Party
has taken and which sets an example for the whole Communist
International.

In France we are on the eve of tremendous struggles, in
which the fate of the Third Republic will be decided. Both
camps are mobilizing for these struggles, and the victory or
defeat of the people's front will be of tremendous import for
the whole international working class movement and for the
entire world situation.

The work of our French Party, which has succeeded in
arousing and organizing the will to resist the fascist barbarism
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among the broadest strata of the French people, must serve as
an example for all our Parties.

. The representative of the Communist Party of Spain, Com­
rade Garcia, gave us a vivid picture of the great October fight­
ing and of the efforts made by the Party to establish a united
front of the proletariat.

The fight in Spain is not over. The Party must now develop
still greater initiative in organizing the masses and must make
still greater efforts to establish a united front with the Socialist
and anarchist workers in order to prepare itself for the impend­
ing political struggles. Yet, the Communist Party of Spain is
still suffering from grave weaknesses. After the armed fighting
in October 1934, our comrades in Spain, unlike the Communist
Party of Austria, were not able to enlighten the masses as to
the mistakes of the Social-Democratic leaders of the fight, nor
to induce large numbers of Social-Democrats to tum towards
Communism.

Weare absolutely certain that the Spanish comrades, who
are on the right road, will be able not only to correct the errors
in their work, but also to achieve further and bigger successes.

Comrade Furini, in the name of the Italian delegation, ex~

pressed his complete agreement with my statement that a change
of spirit had set in among the Italian workers. But this is not
enough. The work of the Italian Communist Party in the fascist
organizations is still weak. But unless it works seriously in these
organizations it will not establish contact with the masses. The
survivals of sectarian ideas must be eliminated if the work in
the fascist organizations is to be better developed. This is all
the more necessary because the situation arising in connection
with the impending war with Abyssinia demands that the Party
should become the real leader of the working class masses.

The three comrades from the Chinese Party who spoke here
at the Congress gave us a picture of the fighting going on in
China and showed us how the Chinese Party is organizing the
fight for a Soviet government under the very difficult circum­
stances of the fight against their own and foreign oppressors.
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Their speeches gave us an idea of the great road the Commu­
nist Party of China has traversed in the interval between the
Sixth Congress and the Seventh, a road that fills the hearts of
the Communists of all the world with pride and joy. (Warm
applause.) The comrades showed us how the Party has grown
into a mighty mass organization, how a Red Army was created,
and how the new Soviet state was established. They showed us
how former workers, peasants, artisans and students have de­
veloped into military commanders and statesmen and how, under
the leadership of the Party, a people of 450,000,000, downtrod­
den and martyred by the imperialists, is waging a fight for its
emancipation.

The Communist Party of China sets an example for all
Communists of the colonies and dependent countries. But apart
from the Communist Party of China, the Communist Parties
of a number of colonial countries have, in the interval between
the Sixth and Seventh Congresses, also stood at the head of large
mass movements which, however, were defeated by the imperial­
ists. The Parties oJ these countries must now rally their forces
for a new struggle. The Communist Party of Indo-China is
stubbornly working for the restoration of its organizations. In
order that its work may be successful, the Party, under the
present conditions of terrorism and reaction, must utilize all
legal opportunities; however slight, which exist even in countries
where a ("olonial regime prevails-such as, for example, schools,
circles, courses, and so on-in order to carryon the organization
and enlightenment of the masses.

A number of other Parties in colonial countries, Parties that
are as yet insignificant vanguard groups, must now concentrate
their attention on awakening the revolutionary consciousness of
the working dass masses and creating cadres of colonial revolu­
tionaries by organizing the struggle for day-to-day demands,
however small. The sectarianism which is still prevalent in the
Sections of these countries must be eradicated root and branch.

All the comrades who took part in the discussion acknowl­
edged the necessity of working in all the mass organizations of
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the toilers. \Ve have already heard such acknowledgments of .
the necessity for mass work at meetings of the Plenums of the
E.C.C.I.; nevertheless, this work has progressed very slowly.
This can only be explained by the fact that the Communists
prefer to work only in revolutionary organizations and consider
the small, day-to-day work in the organizations created by the
reformist~ bourgeois-democratic and fascist parties as of secon­
dary importance, not very significant, or even not befitting a
Communist. We must very definitely put an end to such views
and ideas.

The report of the E.C.C.I. drew attention to the existence
of a number of serious shortcomings not only in the work of
the individual Sections but also in the work of the Executive
Committee of the Communist International. The Executive Com­
mittee of the Comintern considers an improvement in its work
most essential and important. A number o~ Sections have sub­
mitted proposals designed to improve the work of the Execu­
tive Committee of the Communist International, some of which
I have already mentioned in my report. The draft resolution
drawn up on the basis of the proposals of the delegations will
submit these proposals for your approval.

There have been a number of defects in the work of the
Executive Committee. It is not, of course, of serious importance
if in certain cases the Executive Committee did not punctually
answer some letter or other not dealing with any fundamental
political question of our movement. It is very possible that such
cases have occurred and that the complaints of Comrade Mueller
of the Communist Party of Luxemburg in this connection are
fully justified. But far more important are those cases when
the Executive Committee delayed in coming to the support of a
Section on important political questions. Comrade Campbell
particularly, the representative of the Communist Party of Great
Britain, dealt in the discussion with these general political de­
fects in the work of the Executive Committee. We want explicitly
to state that we entirely welcome Comrade Campbell's criticism.
But the criticism does not quite hit the mark. If I dwell on
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this cntlosm in some detail, it is only with the purpose of
giving more prominence to the questions which Comrade Camp~

bell has raised.
The Executive Committee bears the responsibility for all

our shortcomings equally with the Sections. But in its efforts
to strengthen and improve the work, the Executive Committee
can rely only on the Sections themselves. We have expressly
mentioned the serious defect that the Executive Committee was
not sufficiently supported in its work by the Sections. The errors
and shortcomings in our work can be eliminated only if the best
representatives of the Sections permanently participate in the
work of the Executive Committee and if the Sections them­
selves submit the respective matters to the Executive Committee.

Comrade Campbell dealt in particular detail with trade union
work and the sectarian attitude that was revealed in this work.
He asked whether it is right for the whole responsibility for
the sectarian mistakes committed in strike strategy and strike
tactics to be. laid on the individual Parties and whether the
Executive Committee took the initiative in proper time in com­
bating the tendency to renounce wprk in the reformist trade
unions. The sectarian mistakes manifested in trade union work
were expressly condemned in the report of the Executive Com­
mittee, in which appropriate passages were quoted from the
Strassburg resolution. But Comrade Compbell in his criticism
did not pay sufficient heed to the fact that the Tenth, Eleventh
and Twelfth Plenums of the Executive Committee of the Com­
intern expressed its objections to the sectarian tendencies on
the trade union question also contained in the Strassburg reso­
lution. I am therefore obliged to quote a little.

In the resolution of the Tenth Plenum of the E.C.C.I. it i
expressly stated that Communists u must in no case call upon the
workers to quit the reformist trade unions". As regards work
in the reformist trade unions, it is stated that UOn the contrary,
this work must be intensified". Furthermore, the Tenth Plenum
of the E.C.C.I. expressed itself quite definitely opposed to the
ndangerous tendencies to dispense with work in the reformist
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trade unions", and to any Urevision of the decisions regarding
work in the reformist trade unions". In this decision of the
Tenth Plenum of the E.C.C.I., the following sentence from
L ., ttuf TX7" "c .. denm s t- n zng ommuntsm IS quote :

tcIn order to be able to help tthe masses' and to win the sym­
pathy, confidence and the support of tthe masses', it is necessary
to brave all difficulties and to be unafraid of the pinpridcs, ob­
stacles, insults and persecution of the tleaders' • . • and it is
imperatively necessary to work wherever the masses are to be
found" *
In its resolution, the Eleventh Plenum of the E.e.C.I. de­

clared that a major weakness in the work of most of the Sec­
tions lies

tt.•. in the opportunist or sectarian underestimation and the
neglect of the exceptionally important work in the reformist
trade unions."

The Twelfth Plenum of the E.C.C.I. also took a sharp
stand against anti-crade-union tendencies. I quote merely the
following passage from the resolution:

ttOne of the chief causes of the insufficient mobilization of the
masses by the Communist Parties and the revolutionary trade
union organizations in the struggle ~gainst the capitalist offensive
is the impermissibly weak revolutionary work carried on inside the
reformist trade unions• ••• The influence of the reformist trade­
union bureaucracy • • • cannot be broken down by shouts about
wrecking the trade unions, for which Communists are not striving,
not by deserting the trade unions, ,but by persistent work inside
the reformist trade unions, by fighting hard • . • for every
elected post in the trade unions."

I therefore think there is no ground for reproaching the
Executive Committee with not having taken the initiative in
combating sectarian tendencies in trade union work.

*Lenin, "Left-Wing" Communism, An Infantile Disorder, p. 36,
Little Lenin Library, International Publishers, New York.

99



Nevertheless, it is possible that the Executive Committee in
certain cases actually did not take up the cudgels promptly
and with the necessary vigor against sectarian tendencies mani­
fested in th~ Party, and particularly in trade union work.

Also, in correcting the resolutions of the Strassburg Con-·
ference the Executive Committee was guilty of a certain delay
in not immediately changing the formulations which were erro­
neous, which occasioned great distortions in the work of the
Sections and no longer corresponded with the changed situation.

Comrade Campbell complained that the Strassburg resolu­
tion, as he states, was (~forced" on the Communist Party of
Great Britain as perfectly correct in all its details and formu­
lations. But the Executive Committee has always given heed to
the peculiar conditions prevailing in Great Britain and has
drawn the special attention of our British comrades to the fact
that in their work the deeply ingrained trade union traditions
in Great Britain must be taken into account and that particular
emphasis must be laid on work in the trade unions and on main­
taining the closest contact with the workers organized in the
trade unions. If Right errors were committed in the work of
the Communist Party of Great Britain and the Comintern had
to criticize' these' errors, this must not be interpreted as coun­
tenancing sectarian mistakes.

Now as to the youth question. Comrade Browder of the
American delegation complained that the youth question was
dealt with too briefly in the report of the Executive Committee.
He is right. We should have dealt much more fully in the
report with the big defects betrayed in the work of our Sections
in the matter of winning over the masses of the toiling youth
and in supporting our Young Communist Leagues.

Winning over the masses of the toiling youth is a most im­
portant task, e'specially in the fight against fascism and imperial­
ist war. Our Sections in the countries in which legal and illegal
conditions of work prevail must devote the greatest attention to
winning over the youth and must adopt practical measures which,
taking into account the desire of young people to take an active
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part in sports. culture and politics, are calculated to draw the
youth into the united front and to prevent them falling victims to
fascist demagogy.

Our American and French Sections have achieved great re­
sults in their work among the youth. The delegations to the
Youth Congress in the United States,represented more than one
million young men and women. The success of the work of the
Young Communist League of the U.S.A. is so great that it may
serve as an example to all the other Young Communist organiza­
tions. We must, however, point out-and here we are in com­
plete agreement with the American delegation-that the Ameri­
can Party must make every e1Fort to have this success consolidated
so that we should not have here what we had in the case of the
once powerful unemployed movement, over which the Party had
great influence, but which declined because the Party was unable
to consolidate this movement organizationally.

In the report of the Executive Committee we mentioned the
successes achieved by our Section in the U.S.A. But we would nev­
ertheless like to draw attention to the fact, as, indeed, the Ameri­
can comrades did themselves, that these successes are still entirely
out of proportion to the tremendous tasks which confront the
Party in the matter of preventing the further growth of the
fascist movement in the United States. We are entirely in
agreement with our American comrades when they declare that
they must examine their work even more critically and must find
methods which will enable them to perform better and more effec­
tive mass work among the workers and farmers than hitherto and
thus bar the .way to fascism in the United States. The United
States of America is one of the most important of capitalist
countries, all the greater, therefore are the tasks our Party has
to perform in that country.

Comrade FuTin; of the Italian delegation cast very serious
reproaches at the Executive Committee of the Young Commu­
nist International. He accused the Executive Committee of the
Young Communist International of a sectarian attitude, and of
having therefore proved incapable of leading the Young Commu-
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nist Leagues properly. This assertion is undoubtedly exaggerated~

But the fact remains that the Young Communist International
for a long time did suffer from marked sectarian tendencies which
prevented the creation of a youth movement of a- real mass char­
acter. The situation in the Young' Communist International
has distinctly improved during the last few years',' Nevertheless,
the youth movement still does not bear a mass character and still
displays strong elements of sectarianism.

Comrade Andrey, who spoke on behalf of the Executive Com­
mittee of the Young Communist International, has shown how
the Y.C.I. has endeavored to induce the Young Communist
Leagues to carryon real mass work among the toiling youth.
His criticism of the sectarian mistakes was absolutely correct, but
it suffered from the defect that it did not go beyond general
statements and did not criticize the work of the Young Commu­
nist International concretely. Neither was a fundamental analysis
of the causes of the sectarian mistakes undertaken or concrete
proposals made for overcoming these shortcomings.

Of course, the Y.C.I. bears a high degree of responsibility
for the weakness of the work among the youth. But we, the
Executive Committee of the Communist International, we, the
Communist Parties, bear with the Y.C.I. full responsibility for
winning the toiling youth for the revolutionary struggle. The
Sections of the Communist International must regard the youth
movement as one of the most important sectors of their work and
must fight to win the masses of the toiling youth for the united
front and to train them for the revolutiol\ary struggle.

It is the duty of the Executive Committee' to, devo.te its main
work to' defining the fundamental political. and. tacticaL positions
of· the international working class movement,. apd.-must more' ,than
formerly was the case refrain from intervening' ,in'. the: internal
o.rganizational affairs of the Sections. Unlike the. Second Inter­
national, we are' a world Party with an iron discipline.

The Executive Committee will, of course, continue to inter­
vene if the work of our Sections betrays serious defects. But, I
repeat, the main emphasis must be laid on the work of defining
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the fundamental political and tactical positions of the interna­
tional working class movement.

Comrades, the masses are faced with the question: Fascism or
Socialism~ WaT or Peace?

The issue will depend on the strength of our class, on the
work of our vanguard, on the Communists.

Our Sections bear a tremendous responsibility, the responsi­
bility of increasing their influence among the masses in the short­
est possible time so as to enable our Sections to lead the masses
to the decisive struggle.

'Weare entering the period in which the split in the ranks of
the. working class will be healed and we are thus creating in the
working class the forces that will be capable of ovetthrowing
capitalism and establishing the dictatorship of the proletariat.

The road we are taking is the creation of a proletarian united
front, the creation of trade union unity, the creation of a peo­
pIe's front of all the toilers, the creation of a united revolution­
ary party of the proletariat on the tried theoretical and
organizational foundations of the teachings of Marx, Engels,
Lenin and Stalin.

We, the Communists, are the initiators and organizers of the
broadest fighting front of the workers for peace, freedom and
bread and against the front of the exploiters and oppressors.

The creation of such a front is no easy task. We Commu­
nists, must know how to make ourselves understood by the
masses, to speak to them in their own language, to capture ,~he

masses and to lead them.
We must learn to lead in a common fight millions of p~ople,

holding different views, convictions and outlooks. We must there­
fore so adapt the style and methods of our work as to achieve the
maximum contact with these masses in the shortest possible time.

We Communists must know how to utilize every change in
the policy of the bourgeoisie in each country, every antagonism
within the ruling classes, in order to repulse reaction, fascism, the
war danger and the capitalist offensive.

The workers and peasants of the Soviet Union, led by the
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Party of Lenin and Stalin, have shown the way to the workers of
the whole world. .

The victory of Socialism in the Soviet Union endows' us, the
Communists, and the masses with the strength to follow this
example.

The contrast which Comrade Popov drew in his impressive
speech in comparing the development of the Soviet Ukraine with
the development of West Ukraine, which is under the sway of
the Polish barons, demonstrates in the case of one particular
$ector the contrast between the two worlds-the world of social­
ism and the world of capitalism.

The bourgeoisie is driving towards fascism and war, in order
to escape the encirclement of the revolutionary front of the toiling
masses. It will depend on us, the Communists, it will depend on
the working class whether the bourgeoisie succeeds or not.

Never was the responsibility of the Communist Parties so
great and serious as it is today..

The Seventh W orId Congress of the Communist Interna­
tional and its .Sections call on the toiling masses to engage in a
joint fight for freedom, peace, bread, Soviet government and
socialism.

Our slogan in the fight to win over the majority of the prole­
tariat is: Widen the front! Penetrate deeper into the mass or­
ganizations!

Our task within the Communist Parties is: Strengthen the
Parties and raise the political level of our Party organizations.

Comrades, let us fight for the accomplishment of our great
historical task: namely, the emancipation, the welfare and the
happiness of thf!l whole of toiling humanity! (Loud and pro­
longed applause. The rrlnternationale" is sung.)
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New York: 50 East 13th St.

140 Second Ave.
699 Prospect Ave:, B,onx
369 Sutter. Ave,., B'klyn
4531 - 16th Ave., B'klyn

Omaha: 2404 Parker St.
Oakland: 567 12th St.
Paterson: 201 Market St.

Philadelphia: 46 N. 8th St., 2d fl.
118 W. Allegheny Ave.
4023 Girard Ave.
2404 Ridge Ave.

Pittsburgh: 1638 Fifth Ave.
Portland: 64 Alder St.
Providence: 335 Westminster St.

Room 43
Reading: 224 North Ninth
Sacramento: 1024 Sixth St.
St. Louis: 3528 Franklin Ave.
Salt Lake City: 4IS Hooper Bldg.
San Diego: 635 ESt.
Sa# FratU:isco:

170 Golden Gate Ave.
1168 Golden Gate Ave.
542 Valencia St.
121 Haight St.

S4#ta B4rbara: 208 W. Canon
Perdido

Seattle: 713~ Pine St.
4226 University Way
,24th and Russell St••

Spoka#e: 218 Washington St., R.I'"
Superior: 601 Tower Ave.
Tacoma: 1315 Tacoma Ave.
Toledo: 214 Michigan
Washi#gto#, D.C.: 513 F St., NW
¥ou#gstoW1l: 310 W. Federal St.,

3d floor.

•
Write for a complete catalog to
an,· of the above addresses or to

WORKERS LIBRARY PUBLISHERS
P. O. Box 148, Sta. D New York City
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