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Increased Inner Pohtlcal Tensmn in Germany

By F.

During the past week there has been a definite increase of
the political tension in Germany along the whole line and it is
probably the prelude to new big actions on the part of the Nazis.
The National Socialist offensive against the Hugenberg front has
been resuscitated with great energy. In Dortmund and in
Hagen-Westphalia the German Nationalist fighting organisations
(‘“ Kampfring ’’) have been dissolved by National Socialist Police
Presidents on the ground that they consisted to 75 per cent. of
“ Marxist elements,’”” although the real reason is that the hopes
of the Nazis for a liquidation of these organisations following
on the secession of the ‘ Kampfring” leaders Gisevius and
Flume to Hitler have not been fulfilled. In the Rubkr district a

" leaflet issued by the ¢ Stahlhelm Self-defence,” "the factory
organisation of the Stahlhelm, has been confiscated by the police
and a number of the meetings of the organisation have been pro-
hibited.. The only reason for this action is that the Nazis are
not prepared to tolerate any organisation in the factories of
the West German industrial districts other.than their own. - An
energetic campaign is also being conducted against the ‘‘German
Nationalist Workers’ Fron$,” which is an alliance of the German
Nationalist labour organisations and is a counterpart to the
‘“ German Labour Frount >’ of the Nazis. This campaign is now
being conducted in the factories, but in all probability it will
soon take place before a broader public. The “ German Chris-

Brand (Berhn)

tians,”” Hitler’s. men, under the leadership- of the Reichswehr
chaplain Mueller, are conducting a sharp struggle against the
German Nationalist leadership of the Evangelical Church and its
newly appointed ¢ Reich’s Bishop ’’ Bodelschwing, and this cam-
paign has gone ‘so far that meetings of the ¢ Reich’s Bishop ”’
have been prohibited. The Nazi offensive has not even stopped
at the actual party organisation of Hugenberg. In Silésia and
in- the Ruhr district speakers have been -arrested at German
Nationalist party meetings for having expressed opinions hostile
to the Nazis.

It  is very probable that the conflict with the Hugenberg

‘Front played a big role at the national conferemce of the Nazi

leaders which took place a few days ago in Berlin, and.that this
conference decided on some co-ordinated action-against the Ger-
‘man Nationalists throughout the country. The methods and the
immediate aims of this action will in all probability be revealed
during the next few days. -

At the same time the attitude of the Nazis towards the
Centre (Catholic) Party and its mass organisations is growing
more aggressive. The opening of this new offensive was made
at the conference of Catholic artisans in Munich when armed
detachments. of the Nazi Storm Troops fell upon the defenceless
young Catholics and terribly mishandled many of them. Public
opinion. in Germapy has heard little of these happenings hecause
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the bourgeois press, under the thumb of the fascists, simply kept
silent on these scandalous happenings. Most German newspapers

published no more about the matter than the almost ihcredibly

hypocritical report of the Nazi Police President of Munich, and
the only indication their readers had that something was not
quite in order was a short report to the effect that von Papen
had officially complained to Hitler about the happenings in
Munich, German public opinion hears of such happenings
through the foreign newspapers so far as they ‘are not prohibited,
bat any German newspaper which- dared to ‘print ‘a report sueh
as ‘‘ The Times ” published about the happenings in Munich, or
even to quote from that report, would be prohibited for months.
The Nazi press utilised the Austro-German conflict as an oeppor-
tunity-of attacking the Centre Rarty! furiously with the accusa-
tion that. it was working secretly tegether with its Aukbrian
counterpart; the Christian Social Party, against Hitler asd against
Hitler Germany. What did it avail the Centre Party that it
protested its complete innocence and denied all connections with
Dollfuss and his party? What did it -avail the Centre Party
that it repeated its declaration to the effect that: it stood- com-
pletely behind the Hitler government, and pointed to Briining
as a proof of this? The Nazi press, which for a time treated the
Centre Party fairly tolerantly, mow raises the-cry that the Centre
Party must disappear from the scene, and:the leader of the
‘Prussian Diet, the Nazi deputy Kube, has demanded that the
Centre Party members of the Diet should finally admit that their
party cannot continue to ‘exist for much longer. The imner-
political conflicts in Germsany have thus again been pushed into
the foreground. |

The Nazi leaders are following the discussions in the
German -social-democratic party closely. On the one hand they
attack the emigrated party leaders sharply as ¢ traitors’ and
on the other hand they are bullying and attacking the open
fascist group in the S.D.P. around:Loebe in ozder to jockey it
-forward and accelerate the disruption. Like the cowed mongrels
that they are, both Ebert and Loebe immediately published the
required declarations and promised the ‘‘ official ”’ decision- for a
split for the next few days. Amd in the meantime Goefing has
released the arrested A.D.G.B. (German Trade Union Federa-
tion) leaders Leipart and Grassmann in order that they shall go
to the assistance of the Loebe group, whilst at the same time a
number of social-democratic leaders have been arrested who were
known to belong to the central committee group or even to a
‘“ left-wing ’’ opposition.

- -But more important than -all these inner-political conflicts
with Hugenberg, with the Centre Party and with the wreckage
of the S.D.P. is the new intensification of the campaign of per-
secution and.oppression against the class-conscious workers and
their leader, the Communist Party. Following on a series of
bloodthirsty threats to the effect that should Marxism again at-
tempt to raise its head in Germany it would be finally extermin-
ated, the new offensive then set in with all severity. Mass
arrests are being conducted all over the country every day, whilst
at the same time the Nazi press is attempting to whip up:‘the
necessary public feeling with scare reports about ‘‘Communist
arms dumps,” ‘‘ dynamite dumps,”’ ‘‘ dynamite outrages,” -etc.
However, it must be pointed out that the Nazis are not succeed-
ing in producing anything like the mass campaigh of incitement
which followed on the Reichstag fire. But since then the mass
spirit in. Germany has changed too much to their :disadvantage.
It is therefore not at all improbable that the Nazileaders will
arrange new ‘‘ sensations ’ along the lines of the Reichstag out-
rage in order to whip up the anti-Communist campaign further.

In the meantime the State apparatus of the Nazis is at work,
Every day there are new terrific sentences. Fascist terror justice
is daily exceeding itself by passing ever more draconic sentences
on revolutionary workers.. A few weeks ago the punishment for
distributing illegal Communist literature was about six months’
imprisonment, but to-day not one of those workers found with a
copy of the illegal ‘ Rote Fahne ” in his or her possession gets
off with less than eighteen months’ imprisonment. 'A series of
terrific sentences up to fifteen years’ hard labour have followed
on the death sentences in Chemnitz and Altona, and every day
‘riew “and still more terrible sentences are being pronounced.
Fascist class justice is trying to sow fear and panic in the ranks
of the revolutionary working class with this ‘terror. But this,
100, reveals how the situation has changed since March-and April,

These terrific sentences are mot having the desired effect; on the
contrary, ‘they are increasiag the hatred of broader and broader
sedtions of the people againgt the fascist murder system. We
arg able to observe daily that despite these fearful sentences the
active support given by the workers to the struggle of the Com-
munist Party against fascism is-increasing. An infallible sign
for this is the imcreasing circulation of the illegal “Rote Fahne”

-and of the other illegal mass literature of the Communist Party.

Tens -of thousands-of workers who formerly took no active part

dn owr struggle mow eagerly take every shred of Communist

material they can obtain and take a systematic part in the work
of distributing our illegal literature.

A characteristic symptom of the situation in Germany can
be sean by the lack of success which attended:the fascist effort
to reissue the old ¢ Welt am Abend.”’ -For weeks working-class
opinion was deliberately deceived so that tnasses ‘of the workers

. really believed that the old ‘‘ Welt am Abend ”’ was about to

reappear. The consequence was that in the first couple of days
after the appearance of the new ‘ Welt am Abend ” its

circulation reached a figure of 150,000. But that was
the end of it. It was a flash in the pan. The swindle
was exposed. The workers found out that they had

been deceived and after that the greater part of the edition
printed was left lying swithout purchasers. The ‘¢ Taegliche
Rundschau ” openly admits the fiasco suffered by this Nazi
swindle, but declares that the reason was that the new * Welt
am Abend ”’ was ‘‘ too colourless ”’ and advises the Nazis to give

.the paper a definitely anti-capitalist character such as the masses

want.  Such a newspaper, declares the ¢ Taegliche Rundschau,”
is “a State political necessity.”
“ Taegliche Rundschau’ and their Nazi allies will - succeed
neither one way nor the other. No deceitful ‘ anti-capitalist
Nazi publication, no matter how cleverly it is cloaked, can sue-
ceed with the working masses against the ‘ Rote Fahne.” The
fascist experiment with the “ Welt am Abend ’’ shows that the

‘decisive masses of the working class have not been won by the

fascists, but that they are now, as before, definitely hostile to
fascism.
B . * o .
Politics
The Air Pageant in England
By Tom Bell (London)

The announcement by the United States Secretary for the
Navy on June 15 of the American programme of naval construc-
tion, involving over:three years the building of 32 new:warships
at a cost of £47,000;000, represents another link in the chain of
imperialist war preparations.

Nor is it surprising that this declaration should be followed
up by a big Japanese programme of similar dimensions. Every-
one knows that the rivalry hetween Japan and the United States
is most intense.

Moreover, it is significant that both these Powers justify
these increases on the grounds that they ‘are only replenishments
within the limits of the London -Naval Treaty, which, be it noted,
have not yet been ratified by ‘either France or Italy.

Already, important ‘inereases in the naval budget have been
made by the British government, and we may expect a further
expansion of British naval construction. 1In the meantime,
intense military preparations -are being pushed forward -every
day. These preparations take many forms, but they affect every
section of the fighting forces, and partiuclarly the auxiliary
forces.

Some idea of these preparations can be gleaned from a num-
ber of important events mow:taking place in England. For
several years now a great military pageant has been staged ab
the ‘military station of Aldershot. It is known as the Aldersheb
Tattoo. The plan is to reprodiice an episode in British military
history and to rendér it attractive by stage-craft, music and dis-
play of ‘technique, with a view to strengthening ‘patriotic senti-
ment among the masses. This year it was ‘' Gordon -and' the
Sudan.” »

Special facilities are arrangéd 'with the railway companies
to bring parties of people from: all iparts of the country to witness
the spéctacle, = This year -over 400,000 ‘people pabronised: this

The group behind the
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pageant, an increase of 20,000 over last. year. Special films for
the cinema are made and gramophone records produced, so that
it is safe to say millions of people are brought under the influence
of this colossal propagandist effort of the militarists.

Another of these annual pageants is the display by the Royal
Air Force at the great aerodrome at Hendon, London.  The
event this year is the fourteenth of the series and promises to be
the greatest yet. About 200 aircraft will take part in it. Among
the ‘“ novelties "’ this year will be aerial target practice, one aero-
plane towing at: the end of a long cable a cylindrical sleeve used
as a target practice for fighters.

Another ‘“ novelty ’’ will be a demonstration for the first
time. of a fleet of silent bombers. Experiments have been. going
on for some time in one of the Air Ministry’s special ‘ flying
laboratories ’’ to produce a machine with engines that are silent
and give no indication of their presence when about to bomb a
city. It is claimed by the Air Ministry that, while complete
silence has not yet heen attained, thelr mathme ls nearest to
anythlng flying.

Here, again, tens of -thousands of people will be subject to
air-craft propaganda. Full-dress rehearsals are given free to con-
ducted parties of schocl children, boy scouts and girl guides.

There is hardly an important centre which. is not organising
some military spectacle. or. the other. For instance, at-Bristel,
which boasts of a large air port; a special pageant was held last
week, attended by 30,000 people, to witness exhibitions of *‘ stunt ”’
flying and to watch an air race. from Brighton to Bristol. In
the evening on the great common, Durdham: Downs, thousands
were drawn into community singing of patriotic songs, while a
special ‘¢ religious”’ parade- of military, naval and air. forces
was made to Bristol Cathedral.

To complete the sub-division of labour, a great naval spec-
tacle is going on in the old naval town of Greenwich, near ‘Wool-
wich., The theme represents the influence of sea power on
British history over a period of 400 years, in which a burial pro-
cession takes place from the painted hall where Nelson - lay in
state to the barge alongside Greenwich steps from which he was
borne on his last voyage up the Thames. There are 2,500
engaged in this spectacle, which is drawing thousands of 'spec-
tators every night for a week.

Finally, a royal review of the territorial forces is to be held
in Hyde Park on June 24; 940 offivers and 14,290 other ranks
will take part in the parade past the king, surrounded with his
military entourage. The territorial army is entirely responsible
for the anti-aircraft guns and searchlights which defend London.
These special groups will receive marked attention.

At the same time, such pageants and spectacles offer an
excellent opportunity for reaching tens of thousands of workers
who are drawn together as spectators.

A persistent agitation is being conducted by the Anti-War
Council and the Communists at each of these centres. By meamns
of posters, leaflets and slogans, an effort is being made to reach
large sections of workers who otherwise would be more difficult
to get at. But there is no gainsaying the fact that once more
the British bourgeoisie are showing that cunning and astuteness
in their war preparations characteristic of the class.

The Financial Difficulties of the Belgian
Government
By F. Coenen (Brussels)

The Belgian government is at present confronted with great
financial difficulties. It is living from hand to mouth. There
exists no doubt that in order to extricate. itself from these diffi-
culties it is making use of money in the possession of organisa-
tions over which it has control.

The situation will, however, soon become further compli-
cated. In spite of all the book-keeping tricks, it is quite obvious
that the requirements of the Treasury cannot be covered without
‘recourse to.extensive mew loans and, in view of the situation on
the international money market, involving important political
obligations. Before the expiration of the financial year, 1,500
million francs must be raised by means of loans. It will be neces-
sary to raise a colonial loan of 1,000 million and to consolidate
700 million French Treasury-bonds. :

The resistance of the masses to the measures directed against

them by means of the ‘ Full Powers ’’ acquired by the gOVez;:n-i, .
ment is already making itself felt. The protests are numeéreus
and come from all districts. But the active form of protest
which could influence the government and events is being con-
sidered hy the working population. It has come to street demon-
strations, 1n Liege 5,000 proletarians followed the, call of the
Conimunist Party. In Brussels, as well as in Llege, the war
cripples marched in processions through the streets, The social
democracy, on its part, converted a national demonstration of
its Young Guard into a demonstration against the government.
This demonstration was attended by about 20,000 persons, who
received Vandervelde with the cry of revolution ! *’ which he
could not but hear, and to which he answered with the declara-
tion that whilst his brain was frequently Right, his heart was
always Left, and that he would rather see the young go to the
Left than the old to the Right. '

But this is no solution of the question put by the masses:
what is to be done? General strike and the ballot vote on this
strike are on the order of the day. Whilst the masses see in the

- general strike an actual means of class warfare, with the reform-

ists and socialist bureaucrats, on the other hand, it is only a
manoeuvre in order to avoid a fight. These are the reasons why
the ballot vote must be organised, and if it should result in a
majority for, the general strike must be organised in the event
of the government attempting a ‘ fresh coup de main.”’ Thus
argue the social-democratic leaders. This cunning radicalism in
words is being fought by the Communist Party, which, it is true,
regards the general strike as means of struggle and is carrying
on propaganda for i, but at the same time points out that partial
struggles dre necessary, immediately and without delay, in order
to. reply to the present attacks of the government and of the
employers which are taking place in all spheres

The dissatisfaction of the workers is so great that even the
christian democratic leaders of the trade unions have had to
carry out a change of front. At meetings of the christian factory
workers and unemployed the demand is being raised:that the
christian democratic Ministers shall resign if the emergency
decrees are not withdrawn or amended.

As, however, the Chamber and the Senate meet for some
days in July, the social-demoeratic and christian leaders are
diverting the attention of the masses to the parliamentary
struggle, promising that there will be a ‘‘ scene in parliament.”
This is . what the leaders of the christian democrats have decided,
and the same decision was adopted on June 7 by the General
Council of the Belgian Labour Party. The latter, however, aim
at-creating new illusions by issuing the slogan of the dissolution
of- the Chamber and Senate and the holding of new elections, the
result of which will be a parliament which will permit the ferma-
tion of a government in ‘which the social democrats, as Vander-
velde expresses it, will not take part * but will be its pillars.”

The question is, whether this demagogic game, aiming at
creating new illusions, will induce the working masses to wait
any longer for the action which they are demanding against the
government and against its policy of ‘‘ full powers.”

Fascist Murders in Bulgaria.

Sofia.—A further series of murders of Bulgarian revolutlon-
ary and Communist workers is reported.

The well-known Macedonian revolutionary, Dimiter Surlev,
was brutally murdered in Sofia. Omne of the most prominent
fighters of the Dobrudja National Revolutionary movement and
a member of the Central Committee of the League Agamst
Imperialism, Dr. Vichev was also shot here.

A Communist named Krolev has also been murdered. ‘Al
these acts have been carried out by agents of the government 'in
co-operation with the fascist organisation, which is organised
and led by Mikhailov.

The so-called ¢ convention *’ of the Military League and the
fascist organisation at its last session is reported to have drawn
up a ““ black list ’ of persons who are to be removed and to have
resolved to lose no time in carrying out this decision.

The funeral of the murdered -Communist, Krolev, was the
occasion of a great demonstration by Sofia worlxers They car-
ried his coffin to the police headquarters and placed it before the
building, demanding that those who murdered XKrolev should
bury him.

A profound impression was created by this demonstration.
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Germany

‘Hitler Encountering Increasing Difficulties

The ** Velten Korrespondenz *’ (‘‘ a strictly confidential in-
formation sheet issued for an exclusive circle ’), in its issue of
June 3, contains information regarding negotiations Hitler has been
conducting with leading German financial capitalists, which is
calculated to arouse the greatest sensation among the general
public. For here, before the narrow circle of his financial capitalist
principals, Hitler gave quite another picture of the situation and
the plospects of his dictatorship than that whlch he and the rest
of the Nazi leaders are wont to present to tlie general public.

According to the ‘“ V.K.””, Hitler expressed his opinion on the
political situation. At first on the foreign political situation, which
is desperate enough for the Hitler government:

“ In particular he characterised the foreign-political situ-

ation in Germany, especially in view of the closing of the Ger-

man-Austrian frontier, as very serious and hinted that he must

be prepared to give way on a good many things in the interest
of foreign policy.”

Here it is openly stated that the Hitler government is about
to make still further concessions to the foreign Powers, in which
respect it has already shown itself to be more yielding than any of
the governments preceding it. The honeyed words which Goring
has in the meantime addressed to England and France, the declara-
tions.of the Nazi leaders on the Danzig question and the retreat of
the Nazis in Austria, show that the national socialist leaders are
already grovelling before the imperialist Powers.

But much more important are Hitler's statements regarding
the political situation at home. The ‘“ V.K.” writes:

““The difficulty for him lies much more in the conflicts in
Germany itself. And under the circumstances there arises for
him the question how he can make his actions plausible to his
people. The Chancellor sees that the real test for him
is yet to come, namely, in the economic development which
next autumn is bound to bring. Therefore, he is much less in-
terested in the fight against ¢ Marxism’ and the question of
the trade unions than in a successful combating of
unemployment. In these economic<political questions he needs
the willing co-operation and the expert advice of the employers,
as well as their full support for the programme for providing
work, which has been discussed in detail and decided on in the
meantime.”’

These statements are exceedingly important and interesting.
They indicate that Hitler fully realises the uncertainty of the
foundation -on which his dictatorship is based and the disastrous
development of the capitalist economy of Gexmany, which he is
incapable of checking.

Hitler thereby only confirms that which we knew already from
innumerable reports we have ourselves received from all sections of
the working population, namely, that fascism is already in the first
social crisis, where the anti-capitalist interests of the working
masses come into open conflict with Hitler’s capitalist policy, and
where it becomes increasingly difficult for Hitler to make his
measures plausible to his followers.

The law issued a few days ago on agricultural indebtedness,
which provides that the rate of interest on agricultural debts shall
be 4} per cent., whereas the Nazis promised to reduce the rate of
interest to 2 per cent., has called forth the greatest disappointment
among . the peasants. They are asking, is that what Hitler calls
““ breaking the fetters of interest. slavery ’ 7 And taxes have also
not been reduced! And the arrears of taxes are to be collected
with the aid of the bailiffs! In -addition, the peasants are begin-
ning to realise that the much-vaunted increase in the price of butter
and milk only benefits the big agrarians, and on the other hand
harms the small peasants..

Disappointment and Bitterness are Increasing.
Rebellion is most open among the urban middie classes. The
same Nazi artisans and shepkecpers who only recently were. the
most eager propagandists and ‘agitators of the national 5001ahats,
and who day after day songht to influence their customers in the
interests of the national soelallst party, are now openly grumbling

about the bad state of affairs, the high prices, the high rents, the
whole policy of the Hitler goverument and thus without knowing
it, are becoming agitators against national socialism. The reason
for this dissatisfaction is perfectly obvious: Hitler has not kept one
of the promises he has made these sections of the middle class. He
has not increased the purchasing power of the toiling masses but
reduced it, and thereby worsened the position of the small shop-
keepers. He is collecting the old taxes without any remission and
has added new taxes; he has not reduced the burden of interest,
but even demands that it shall be paid punctually; he has in-
creased the price of food so much that the middle classes have to
suffer doubly : as consumers and as dealers.

The workers are subjected to an incomparably greater terror
than the middle classes. That is the reason why here the ferment,
great as it is, is much more slow in finding expression in the form
of open rebellion. It is reported from the A.E.G. works in the
Treptow district of Berlin that a strong anti-fascist feeling exists
there. According to statements of Nazi workers, the N.S.B.O.
(National Socialist Factory Organisation) cell, which with a staff
of 1,300 had as many as 320 members, has now dropped to 68. The
workers who have left the N.S.B.O. cell declare that they thought
the N.S.B.0O. would do something for the workers, but they have
been  deceived. In Thyssen’s Lime Works in Rudersdorf, near
Berlin, the workers demanded a wage increase of 2 pfennigs an
hour and sent a delegation to the management, which pointed out
that Thyssen is a member of the national socialist party and a close
friend of Hitler. The workers’ demands were rejected. Since then
the workers have ceased to attend N.S.B.0. meetings. In the
well-known firm of Steck, in Marienfelde, Berlin, the workers went
on strike against the dismissal of the red factory council, and
thereby enforced its reinstatement. In the Stettin tramway work-
shop, a worker named Jiirgens was denounced by a member of the
N.S.B.O. because he sympathised with the C.P. of Germany. The
police carried out a house-search in Jiirgens’ lodging, without any
result. Thereupon the workers compelled the management to
dismiss. the denouncer and, under the pressure of the workers, the
scoundrel was expelled from the Nazi Storm: Troops. We have a
whole number of similar reports.

Feeling among the unempioyed has also turned against the
Nazis. The workers engaged on relief work in Berlin-Schmargen-
dorf, for example, complain very much about the continued begging
on the part of the Nazis, who come collecting now for this object
and now for that object. The Nazis among them also grumble very
much about the increase in the price of fat. Many Nazi workers
who formerly proudly wore their swastika, have now given up wear-
ing it. At the offices of the Public Assistance Committees it comes
more and more frequently to stormy scenes at the payment out of
relief. The women in particular grumble quite openly, above all
because the goods vouchers for coal, shoes, etc., have been can-
celled or reduced.

The women are a very important element in this ferment, for
they are less under the pressure of the Nazi terror and often ven-
ture to express their opinions much n:ore freely than the men. In
the shops and in the markets there is frequent loud grumbling on
account of the high prices.

If, on the basis of all the reports, which come to us in such
great numbers, and of our own observations, we wished to give an
estimate of the extent of this mass feeling, we could say: one of
the most important symptoms of the ferment is that everywhere
eager discussion is going on: in the streets, in the shops, at the
labour exchanges, and also in the factories. A few weeks ago such
a thing was quite out of the question. The Nazi supporters also
take part in these discussions, either by openly expressing their
discontent, or feebly attempting to defend Hitler’s policy. But the
cases in which disparaging remarks about Hitler’s policy are im:-
mediately followed by terrorist measures—four weeks ago they were
still very numercus—have become very rare to-day: discontent has
spread to the Storm Troops. Up to now the ferment has not been
strong enough in order to lead to big mass actions. In the work-
shops and factories in particular the workers have not yet over-
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come the pressure of the threefold terror from the employers, from
the Storm Troops and the police. But one thing seems certain: the
retreat of the workers has in general ceased. The new advance is
gradually (and very unequally) commencing.

The Nazi leaders are quite aware of this state of affairs among
the masses as described by us on the basis of numerous reports.
This is the reason why Hitler views the coming months with so
much anxiety. The leaders of fascism are becoming uncertain and
nervous. . )

Four months ago, Hitler made a triumphal progress through
the country as.the ‘‘ saviour ’’ who was suppesed to have destroyed
Marxism, Communism, and put an end to the class war. To-day
we see him before the German capitalists begging for their advice
and help in order to enable him to exorcise the spectre of Com-
munism and the proletarian revolution. 8o quickly has this de-
velopment taken place! The conflict which Hitler so much fears,
and which he sees inevitalily approaching, is the conflict with Com-
munism, which is supposed to have been killed long ago, which
nevertheless lives and, under conditions of illegality, is carrying on
its underground fight and daily winning fresh adherents among the
masses.

The Consumers’ Co-operatives to be
Destroyed ’

A few days after the capture of the reformist trade unions,
Hitler fascism also occupied the offices of the consumers’ co-
operatives, which hitherto: were managed by social-democratic
leaders, took over their management and deprived the millions
of workers organised in the co-operatives of any influence. Of
course, the Nazi leaders at once issued the “‘pacifying’’ declara-
tion that they had undertaken this action merely in order to free
the property of the co-operatives from - ‘‘ Marxist mismanage-
ment,”” and in order to secure the deposits of the members. But
these phrases could not assure anybody, for nobody believed them.

The Nazis have always been the sworn enemies of the workers’
co-operatives; this was part of their reactionary ‘¢ policy for the
middle classes.” By means of incitement against the comsumers’
co-operatives they appealed to the most reactionary instincts of
the small shopkeepers, who considered themselves harmed by the
competition of the co-operatives. As soon ‘as ‘the consumers’ co-
operatives were occupied by the Naazis, all these reactionary
middle-class people considered the time had come for the destruc-
tion of the co-operative movement, and immediately proceeded
to close down the co-operative stores and to ruin the consumers’
co-operatives.

The consumers’ co-operative movement in Germany has been
built up as a result of decades of work; millions of German
workers have sacrificed their labour and money for this move-
ment. But under the social-democratic leadership the co-opera-
tives became more and more capitalistic; the bureaucrats ruled
in them just as autocratically as in the trade unions and con-
verted the co-operatives into an instrument of the social-demo-
cratic policy of class collaboration and coalition. ~ Whilst the
co-operative leaders more and more openly proceeded to finance
the social-democratic party and its. institutions, they at the same
time ruthlessly expelled the class-comscious opposition which had
united under the leadership. of the Communmists. The criminal
policy of the social-democratic co-operative bureaucrats went even
so far as to shatter flourishing co-operatives (for instance, in
Central Germany) for the simple reason that the opposition had
won the majority of the co-operators over to its side and had
been entrusted by them with the leadership. This same social-
fascist bureaucracy of course immediately and unreservedly sub-
mitted to the national socialist dictatorship and grovelled before
the Nazi bureaucrats who marched into the consumers’ co-opera-
tives as *‘ conquerors.”

For the fascist leaders the question how they shall destroy
the consumers’ co-operatives is mot quite simple. For hundreds
of millions are invested in the co-operatives, and, in addition,
many millions of small deposits of the workers are involved. A
complete destruction such as is demanded by the representatives
of the reactionary small shopkeepers would not only arouse tre-
mendous resentment among the co-operative members, but also
lead to a considerable aggravation of the economic crisis.

This is the reason why the Rrussian government of Herr

Goring has issued -a decree prohibiting the middle-class actions
against the consumers’ co-operatives. This decree officially states
that ‘‘ consumers’ co-operatives have been occupied by organs of
the fighting league of the trading middle class, who hindered the
managers of the co-operatives in the exercise of their duties and
closed co-operative shops.”” Such actions are to be strictly for-
bidden. This, however, does not mean that the fascists wish to
maintain the consumers’ co-operatives; it only means that a
uniform ‘¢ settlement ’’ is contemplated.

Dr. von Rentelen, Nazi leader of the middle-class people,
spoke on this question at a members’ meeting of the Fighting
League for the Trading Middle Class, of which only the ‘‘ Tig-
liche Rundschau,” of May 31, ventured to publish a report:

“In regard to the further existence of the consumers’
co-operatives, Dr. von Rentelen declared that the consumers’
co-operatives in their present form are impossible; they must
be converted into co-operative associations comprising those
sections of the population which have the task in econemy
of distributing goods. It is not the consumer who is entitled
to be the master of the undertaking, but those persoms whe

are performing this activity in economy.” E

This means: the working class is to be robbed of the con-
sumers’ co-operatives in order to hand them over to the reaction-
ary middle class. But what else are the latter to do with them
but to let them go to ruin? This means in practice the destruc-
tion of the co-operative movement in Germany and a monstrous
robbery of the millions of German workers: who ‘have”built' up
these co-operatives and invested their savings in them. Hitler
fascism is most clearly revealing its reactionary character in this
question of the co-operatives. Hitler’s *‘ German Soeialism »’
means that, for the sake of the most reactionary material in-
terests of backward middle-class people, those institutions which,
under Communist leadership, can be and will be elements- of
socialist construction are to be destroyed.

By this action against the consumers’ co-operatives the
fascists are calling forth the resentment of further sections of
the German working class and increasing the inner antagonisms,
The Communist Party of Germany immediately called upon the
workers to defend the co-operatives; it reveals to the masses the
intentions of the reactionary Nazi leaders and exposes the anti-
working-class character of the Nazi policy. Whilst stigmatising
the criminal policy of the social-fascist leaders, the Party is
pointing to the example of the Soviet Union, where the co-opera-
tives are playing a great role in socialist construction. Thus the
C.P. of Germany is conducting this struggle against the fascist
plans to destroy the co-operatives as part of the great anti-fascist
struggle for the overthrow of the fascist dictatorship and the
establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat.

Life in a German Labour Camp ) ;
Berlin, June 14.
The introduction of ‘‘ compulsory labour service” by the
Hitler government pursues various purposes at the.same time.
It is attempted to keep the young unemployed away from the
street, to tear them out of their class surroundings, to keep them
away from Communist influence and to concentrate them in

‘camps, where they may be educated in a fascist sense to be

obedient workers, willing cannon fodder in the coming war, and
reliable soldiers of the fascist army in civil war. It is the task
of those labour camps which already exist to train the necessary
cadres which will be required in the next months, when :about
400,000 young men will be called up for universal labour service.

In the labour camp at Zossen, of which we are in a position
to give a description, there are about 250 men. About 15 per
cent. of them are Nazis—Storm Troopers or at least ‘‘ Party
Comrades.” Another 15 per cent. were formerly members of the
Reichsbanner and have been taken over from a dissolved Reichs-
banner camp.  The remainder are men sympathising with the
Nazi movement. Most of them are students. The leader of this
camp is Major Richard Fonck, the military commander is Major
Buchterkirch, i

The men in the camp have to do certain work for the Reichs-
wehr (the German army)—for instance, the building of a road
for military exercises. The road is to be blown up as soén as it

is built, just to try the force of some mew explosive of the Ger-
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man army. Further tasks are the draining of a moor, which is
about two yards deep, and the laying out of a carp pond for
Ma'Jor Buchterkirch. The men have alse to lay cables for the
Re]chswghr and to build military rifle ranges.

Duties commence at 5.30 a.m. with some physical drill. Then
the men get their breakfast: so-called coffee, bread and jam.
After the rollcall work begins and lasts until 12.30.. There is
only one short interval of 20 minutes. Lunch is supposed to be
at two o’clock, but it is always later. There is a rest until four
0O’clock, but the men have mo time to rest. They have to use
this time to clean their things. From four to five they receive
military drill. After that they get some coffee. From half-past
five to seven, school. Then théy get supper, and at ten o’clock
the ‘‘ lights out *’ is sounded.

* The men have to work six or seven hours every day, driven
on like slaves, because every section leader (the camp is divided
into sections of 24 men each) tries to get everything out of his
men, in order to get promoted. The section leaders get an extra
pay of 15 marks a month, although they do no work. At first
these section leaders were lodged with the men: now they have
their own quarters and are no longer to be treated as equals by
the men, but as superiors. ' :

E.Very man gets- 1.80 marks a week, out of which he has to
pay for his equipment. - He also gets his food, whieh is very bad.
Mg’at is very scarce, although the regulations provide four ounces
daily. - The food is prepared very badly, so that the men fre-
quently suffer from stomach trouble. The uniforms are dirty
which often causes skin'diseases. . ' ’

The relations between the men and their superiors are very
ba,('l., Irom discipline has been introduced. Non-coms. from the
Reichswehr have been drafted in to supervise the drill.  The
men. are always hungry, because their rations are not sufficient
and: they have to ask their relatives to: send them parcels. On
the. other han.d, the superiors are drunk every second or third
day. They invite women to their debaucheries, among them
young girls who have hardly left school. A promising commence-
ment of the *‘ moral rebirth of Germany.’’

Mutinies are breaking out frequently. Recently a Reichs-
wehr sergeant brutally drilled the men, who threw their things
away in disgust. Five of them were dismissed, but,:as the whole
group sided with them, they had to be reinstated. '

-Buch ‘are the conditions in the Zossen camp, which is one of
the camps to which Communism has so far found no entrance.
y1n many other camps the Communists have succeeded in getting
into touch with the men and increasing their resistance against
the brutalities of their superiors. - In many cases they have
succeeded in breaking up such camps from within.

Now, when 400,000 young men will be called up for com-
pulsory labour service, the tasks of the Communist Party and
the Young Communist League will be correspondingly increased.

Conditions in the Sonnenburg Torture Camp

o o 7 Berlin, June, 14, 1933,
Further news- has come from the Sonnenburg internment
camp rshowin'g that the atrocious torturing of the "anti-fascist
prisoners still continues. Owing to reports of the barbarous treat-
ment of these political prisoners which were published in the

world press, the leaders of the Hitler Party were compelled to

institute certain changes *’ in Sonnenburg. The Berlin district
leader of the Storm Troops, Ernst, personally selected 25 storm
troqpers, whom he sent to Sonnenburg to guard > the arrested
anti-fascists, relieving the other storm detachment which had
been there before. When these 25 men reached Sonnenburg, they
at once demanded an advance of five marks each from the érison
director. The very same night they got hopelessly drunk, smash-
ing the furniture in some public-houses and firing their p,istols at
the bottles on the counter. On their way to the camp they held
what they c:alled ‘ shooting exercises ’’ in the streets, terrorising
the population. In the camp they beat up every prisoner whom
they came across. : We are informed that Dr. Litten; the lawyer
who deferided anti-fascist workers in countless trials, was especi-
ally brutally mishandled. : : e

For a whole week these 25 brown beasts remained in Sonnen-
burg, during which time they were continually drunk. In the day-
time they fired at'every prisoner showing himself ‘at the windows
and at night they dra@ged the prisoners out BF their cells, beating’r

them unmercifully. In these few days they so infuriated the whole
population of Sonnenburg that they did not dare to go into the
town without their revolvers for fear of the population. After a
week these 25 bandits were called back. Before leaving they fired
numerous shots at the station building. Another storm detach-
ment has now arrived, which will doubtlessly continue the ill-
treatment of the prisoners. " ‘

We advise foreign journalists in Germany to demand the
right to speak to the Sonnenburg prisoners themselves, instead of
being shepherded by government officials, who tell them ¢‘ how
well the prisoners are treated.”” These journalists should be given
a chance to see the ill-treated bodies of the prisoners; then they
will know how ‘‘well the fascists treat their victims >!1- They
should go to Sonnenburg and talk to the workers there. They
would tell them what ‘“ Germany’s Saviours ’’ are like.

We appeal to the working class of the whole world to increase
their fight against these fascist murder dens in Germany, to in-

‘crease their campaign against the inhuman torture of honest

anti-faseist militants. Remember: There is not only one, but
hundreds of Sonnenburgs in Germany!

Anti-Fascist Manifesto of the American

International Labour Defence ;
To the Workers of America, White and Black:
To the Farmers and Toilers on the Land:

Rally for the fight against fascism! - Build an international
army of defence in support of the Germam working class and the
oppressed Jewish people in Germany ! "

The blood of the German working class and the Jewish people
in Gérmany flows through the streets of the cities. The country-
side is becoming a vast prison camp for those who survive in the
path of the bloody fascist mowing machine,

The cry of the stricken German masses for bread, work and
freedom is answered by forced labour camps, which find their
parallel here in the forestration camps of the Roosevelt govern-
ment, and mass starvation. Their struggle against this fascist
programme increases the terror. - Hitler, the tool of German
finance capitalism, seeks to perpetuate- capitalism’s regime of
blood and terror by fighting a ruthless war of extermination
within the very ranks of the outraged masses. His greatest
obstacle is that principle of international working-class solidarity
by which the toiling masses of Germany are mobilised for the
life and death struggle against fascism; his most feared enemy
is that force which is a ceaseless expression and guide in this
principle of working-class internationalism. To divide +the
workers in their international solidarity, by provoking race pre-
judice, a ruthless reign of terror against the Jews is instigated;
to destroy working-class leadership the Communist Party becomes
the main objective of the campaign of white terror.

Terror strikes at every stronghold of the workers. The trade
union organisations of the workers are ruthlessly broken up. The
leaders who fight are murderously done to -death, ‘‘trying to
escape *’.or ‘‘ committing suicide ’’ in the prison holds of fascism.

In thé ranks of German social democracy, the socialist party
leadership (Wels and Leipart) is attempting to lead the masses
over to the fascist camp. The Jewish nationalist leaders are
asking their people not to participate actively in the protest
movement against: Hitler’s pogroms. But the rank and file are
coming more clearly to see where the manceuvres of these false
leaders are carrying them. ‘ : ~

‘We cannot be blind to the relation of this Roosevelt-Morgan
government to the murderous regime led by Hitler.

On May 8 Mr. Roosevelf refused to see the representatives
of a delegation of five thousand Negro and white workers, part
of the historic Scottsboro’ march to’ Washington, who sought to
demand of him the release of the mine innocent Scottsboro’ boys
and Tom Mooney, and the enforcement of the 13th, 14th and
15th Amendments. Mr. Roosevelt, ‘‘ servant ’’ of the American
people, was talkihg to Dr. Hjalmar Schacht, representative of
the bloody Hitler. ' : : AR

The capitalist press of America seeks to give to the American
people’ the -impression’ that the American ruling class is not''in
sympathy with the campaign ef terror being carried forward
against the Cerman: workers. But the action of the ruling class
class ‘df América belies their nice words..
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Roosevelt and Hitler’s representatives are at one on the
question of the oppression of the working people. The interna-
tional solidarity of those who control the machinery of terror is
always in evidence when the struggles of the workers are linked
together for a united front against terror. The first step of the
ruling class to strengthen and extend its programme of terror
is division of the oppressed masses along the lines of race,
nationality or colour.

Everywhere we turn, unemployment and misery raise their
life-destroying arms.- Starvation stalks the streets here as well
as ‘throughout the world of capitalism. The more acute and
desperate’ the situation becomes, the more brutally does the ruling
class move to smash every expression of resistance on our part.
The cynical co-operation of terror ‘on the part of the ruling class
all over the world becomes more open and notorious.  Legal
Iynchings, after the pattern of Scottsboro’, become the order of
the day. The constitutional rights of the Negro masses are
flagrantly violated and the oppression meted out to them reveals
the ultimate measure of oppression and persecution to be mete
out to the entire working class. :

‘Proof of Tom Mooney’s innocence becomes the subject for a
court jest. After a second ‘‘ trial ”’ he is hurried back to a life-
term programme of prison slavery in the California jails. His
case typifies-the extent of the terror of the American rulers,

American farmers see martial law declared by the authorities
of the States in which they live in order that the bosses might
better smash the farmers’ drive to secure living market prices
for their produce. ‘ , ‘

The Japanese and Chinese land workers in California, the
Mexican peons in the South-West, the Cuban workers in Tampa,
Florida, have learned that the “‘mew deal ’ policy of Roosevelt
is played with the cards dealt by the republican executive com-
mittee of Wall Street which preceded it. The relations of this
government to Wall Street are concretely shown by the ‘“favours”
of the house of Morgan to Secretary Woodin and other leading
democratic and républican. politicians.

This is but a bird’s eye view of the picture of ruling-class
terror at home. Abroad the ruling class supports the most bloody
reactionary and bankrupt governments. Across ‘the continents
they work hand im hand. - The Hitler regime is squeezing the
life-blood out of the German workers, in part to pay the bankers
of Wall-8treet the dollars due to them.

‘The International Labour Defence, in conjunction with the
National Committee ‘to: Aid Victims of German Fascism, “calls
upon  all organisations, committees and -groups who sincerely
desire to fight against terror, to unite for a struggle against
Hitler fascism and for aid to German emigrants,:prisoners, etc.
With such a development of struggle we can wrest the imprisoned
workers of Germany from the jails of Hitler fascism, we can save
the lives:-of - tens .of thousands of victims of white ' terror
from the hands of their fascist hangmen all over the world.

Chinese Protest Against the Nazi Terror

.. The ¢ China Press "’ reports that a delegation of the Chinese
Léague” for Human Rights, led by Madame Sun Yat Sen, Dr.
Tsai Yuanpei and including Lu Sin, China’s most famous writer,
Yang Chien of the Sinica Academy, Dr. Lin Yu-Tang, writer and
‘eritic, Harold Isaacs, editor of the ‘“ China Forum,” Lo Shun,
and the famous American woman writer Agnes Smedley, inter-
viewed the German Consul in Shanghai in order to raise the
sharpest protest against the fascist terror in Germany. The
Consul, Herr Behrend, received the  written protest submitted
by the delegation and promised to forward it to the German
alrpbass'ador in Peiping. In the written protest it is stated, inter
alia : R A : ' SR
+-*“The Chinese League for Human Rights, which is fighting
against the terror in China, for the civil and human rights of the
Chinese people and is -allied ‘with all international progressive
forces, -finds itself compelled to protest in the most energetic
manner against the brutal terror and reaction which is raging at
the present moment in Germany. We hear from various and
reliable sources of all political shades, that since the setting up
of the fascist rule in. Germany, thirty thousand to forty thousand
workery and- thousands of leaders of the working clags and intel-
‘lectuals have been arrested,. The prisoners are beaten: apd tpr-
tured in the prisons, the Nazi barracks and concentration camps.

Thousands are lying in the hospitals with broken limbs, their con-
dition bearing witness to the barbarism now prevailing in Ger-
many. Hundreds have been killed and their corpses are often
found in the rivers, ponds and forests. Others have been shot,
and it is asserted that they were ‘¢ shot while attempting to
escape ’’ or that they committed suicide in prison. - It is unneces-
sary to say that all these are cases of cold-blooded murder.

““ The organisations of the working class are suppressed; their
printing works, their property and funds are confiscated or stolen
by the fascists. :The rights of the German working class, won in
years of struggle, have been trampled underfoot. There exists no
freedom of speech, meeting or organisation. The masses have no
rights enabling them to carry on any activity to improve their
conditions of living.- il : ;

“ All progressive intellectual life in Germany is throttled.
The most prominent intellectuals and thousands of others are per-
secuted and driven into exile. Celebrated writers such as Ludwig
Renn, are said to have been killed. - Others, like Leon Feucht-
wanger and the Nobel ‘Prize winner Thomas Mann, have been
compelled to leave the country and their positions in Germany
have been taken by mediocrities. The fate of theusands of other
proletarian and progressive writers is even worse.

¢ Great artists like Max Liebermann and Kite Kollwitz and
great composers and conductors like Bruno Walter, are robbed of
any opportunity of work ; their works are destroyed and burned.

‘ The whole of the workers’ press and even such liberal intel-
lectual journals as the ‘“ Weltbithne » and others of an'even more
moderate type have been suppressed and their editors thrown.into
prison.. The news going:to the foreign press is rigorously censored
before it is ‘allowed to leave the country. ~ :Another sign: of the
human and cultural reversion to the Middle Ages and to the dark
days of tsarist- Russia is ‘the persecution of the Jews and the
systematically organised anti-semitic: pogroms, which have been
instigated by the German government and the fascist party.

““ The last act of vandalism consists in the burning of books
written by progressive and Jewish writers. Such’ things only
happened “in: the darkest. days of ignorance and barbarism.  of
human society. This was the fate of the: great thinkers .and
seientists: in the distant past, who had to pay for their advanced
ideas with death at the stake. These facts, and many others of ‘a
similar:- kind, are reported 'in Tesponsible newspapers in Europe
and Ameriea. O

““Yn the name of human, social and cultural progress; and. in
the ‘endeavour to maintain the social and. cultural achievements
of humanity, the Chinese League for Human Rights protests most
energetically against these atrocities!: We protest against this
frightful ‘terror against the ‘German working clags .and against
progressive thinkers; against a terror which is crippling the social,
intellectual and cultural life of Germany.” : B

Combat the Campaign of Lies
Against_the Soviet Union

Provocation against the Soviet Union

How Mr. Brockway Repeats the Shameful Provecatory Campaigns
. ~ ‘of the Social Demecwats, . - - . o
» "By Gore Graham (fondon). N
_For many weeks now social democracy, which everywhere
prepares the way for fascism, has been carrying on a particularly
vicious campaign of provocation against the Soviet Union. Tt
has been attempting to turn the wave of repulsion against fascism
whichis sweeping “over the world into -antagonism against the
Soviet Union. ) ‘ o ' L c
~ The social-democratic leaders, the brothers and eolleagues of
the German Leiparts who are now licking Hitler’s boots, have
been attempting to covér up the betrayal of the Geérman workers
workers by the Soviet Government and the Comintern! -1’
Day after ‘day in the press of the social-democratic partiés in
Holland, Czechoslovakia, Austria, ‘etc., this vicious” provocative
campaigh against'the Soviet Union:has.been carried on. =~ .~
'Take as ap example Albarda, the leader of the Dutch social-

democratic party. He said in a recent speech: = - T

‘by campaigning against -the alleged ‘betrayal of ‘the ' German
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‘“And what is the Red Army doing—the army which
allegedly intended to defend the interests of the proletariat
of all countries? The Russian Government, according to its
own statements, maintains perfectly amicable relations with

the German government, a government throwing Communist

workers into prison.”’

Or, just to give another instance from scores available, take
this statement from a leading article in the ‘¢ Sozial Demokrat,”’
the organ of the Czech social-democratic party (June 4):

‘“ The Communists seek by the enormous campaign
against social democracy to push into forgetfulness the
betrayal of the millions of workers in Germany by the Soviet
Union. ‘What is the ‘fatherland of the workers’
deing? 7’

At: the present time, when the danger of war against the
SBoviet Union is acuter than ever (Japanese advances in the East,
the British boycott and provocation, the Four-Power Pact, etc.)
and when the betrayal, the grossest, the most abominable and
shameful betrayal of the German workers by the social democrats
is- recognised on every hand, is not this campaign against the
Soviet Union just about as low and filthy as anything could
possibly be?

The determined peace pohcy of the Soviet Government which
has prevented war breaking out a score of times, which for in-
stance was' aloné responsible for preventing war in the East two
years ago, this peace policy is only just managing to win through
and prevent war. In face of all the recent provocations, that of
our own British ruling class particularly, the whole working class
of the world is indebted beyond repayment to the calm, resolute
policy of peace of our Russian comrades. They have refused to
fall into the trap of a single provocation, thick and numerous as
they have been. .

When these scoundrels, the leaders of the: Second Inter-
national, who are busily breaking the strikes and struggles, split-
ting the front of the workers in every capitalist country, who in
Germany have accepted Hitler and who in other countries have
shown their chauvinism.quite as clearly a million times already,
when these scoundrels ask what the Red Army is doing to permit
the brutalities of Hitler in Germany, when they interpret the
peace policy of the Soviet Government into a policy of friendship
with capitalism, are they not revealing themselves to every intel-
ligent worker as currish provocateurs actually preparing the way
for war on the Soviet Union?

" Why, these very leaders of the Dutch social democrats opposed
the boycott of -a Hitler film at an Amsterdam theatre because it
might injure German-Dutch trading relations, and now they have
only adopted the senseless German boycott because it helps some
of their own Dutch capitalists.

Imagine the_ 1mpudence of these people darmg to taunt the
Red Army for betraymg the German workers! Is there anyone
who cannot ¥ail to see all this as the dirtiest provocatien worthy
of White Guardists?  Yes—there is. And that is no less a person
than Mr. Fenner Brockway!

In the ‘ New Leader ”’ (June 17, 1933) he has an article on
the ‘“ Bankruptcy of the Two I'nter'natwnals

To begm with . it.gays that.the social- democratlc party in
Germany is down and out—and so is the Communist Party. Is it
not strange that a ‘ public man,’”’ a leader of a political party,
can live in such obliviousness to the facts? Even the columns of
the capitalist press are to-day containing news of the widespread
activities of the now illegal German Communist Party.

But the chief thing about this article is the fact that it is
Brockway, yes, no other person than Brockway, to whom has
fallen the task of purveying in England these foul slanders of the
Soviet Union, of carrying on this campaign, the pride of all cam-
paigns of provocation against the workers’ fatherland.

Brockway does not repeat the exclamations against the in-
activity of the Red Army that appear in the same campaign
abread. He probably thinks that’s a bit too crude.for English
consumption. After all the campaign has been carried on more
by other sections of the Second -International than by:the Labour
Party, although here; too, the dirty work has not been entirely
neglected, e.g., we have only to remember the great Albert Hall

meeting ‘‘ against fascism *’ which even Ellen Wilkinson deseribed
as being more of a meeting against the Soviet Union; or the
utilisation of the anti-fascist feeling by Citrine and others for
bitter attacks against the proletarian dictatorship.

Brockway writes:

‘¢ Communist policy contributed to the victory of Hitler.
Then, when Hitler triumphed, the first Government which
made a treaty with Hitler was the Soviet Government—the
Berlin treaty completing a financial and economic agreement.
Because of this economic co-operation between Russia and
Germany, the Communist International has opposed an inter-
nationmal working-class boycott of Germany, the one possible
method of overthrowing Hitlerism during its early period of
economic weakness.”’

His reference to Communist assistance to Hitler’s rise to
power can be answered elsewhere.

But what are the facts about this treaty? The Berlin treaty
is no new treaty hetween ¢ Hitler and Stalin.”” The treaty was
concluded in 1929 and renewed in 1931. It is simply a confirma-
tion of a state of affairs that has existed for 11 years. The whole
thing is in the nature of a non—aggressmn pact. It is no alliance.
The Soviet Gevernment is willing to sign a non-aggression pact
with any and every country. It has proposed one with Japan
and been refused! Is Brockway, and are the social democrats,
aware that this neutrality agreement which he lyingly attempts
to present as a ‘¢ Hitler-Stalin ”’ friendship and alliance is a
product of German governments that were strongly under the in-
fluence of the social-democratic members, and that the first rati-
fication document in connection with it was signed by Ebert, the
social-democratic president?

The Soviet Government will fight to maintain the peace of
the world te the last ditch. The peace of the world apparently
doesn’t matter as much to Brockway as we were given: to think
it did. For he chides the Soviet Government for ‘“ acquiescence
in Japanese imperialism in the East.” He writes:

“ Russia does not want war. That one understands. But
international working-class opposition to 1mpermllsm must
not be sacrificed even to the interests of Russia.”

Lo, the pacifist! What is this but sheer war prevocation?
What difference is there between this and the cry of Albarda for
an invasion (or at least pretended cry, for as we say he would be
the first to oppose it) of Germany by the Red Army? For after
all, ‘“ the interests of Russia,”’ which in this instance means
peace, must not be allowed to come before °‘ apposition to
imperialism ’’!!

The Soviet Umon will not surrender an inch of its soil. But
it has nevertheless ‘‘acquiesced > in Japanese imperialism by
having pursued a calm peace policy against all provocations.

Suppose it didn’t do this, suppose it refused to ‘‘ acquiesce,”
suppose it responded to the Japanese provocations, to the British
provocations, to the German provocations, suppose it sent the Red
Army into Germany (!) to defend the German workers, what
would that do but let loose the whole capitalist furies of the
world and set it up ablagze in the flames of war.

Does not, every mtelhgent worker know that the whole capi-
talist world will spring at the throat of the first workers’ republic
as soon as it gets the chance? Of course.

This scoundrelly campaign, carried on now for some time
in: Europe by the scoundreliest social democrats and now at last
properly introduced into England by Mr. Brockway, is nothing
less than a slanderous campaign against the Communist Inter-
national, against the Soyiet Union, and against the heroic German
Communlst Party, so many of whose members are being murdered
and tortured, but so many more of whose members are to-day
carrying forward the struggle of the workers against Hitlerism in
new circumstances, working heroically for the coming German
October. It is a scandalous joining of forces with all the other
capitalist .provocations against the Soviet Union and preparing
for war.

The mild paelﬁst Mr. Brockway, whether he knows it er not,
is now a cheap publicist of the hounds of war and fascism. Every
branch of the L.L.P., every member of the I.L.P. should not
rest a moment till thev have repudiated this shameful article of
their leader.
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Fight Against Fascism

The European Anti-Fascist Congress
By A. Karolski.

¢ Marxism is dead! The Commune in the cellar!’’ the Nazi
papers in Germany are shouting and yelling.

¢ Let them make a mess of things; there is no sense in doing
anything now,”’ reply the German social democrats. ‘‘ We must
avoid foreign political difficulties ; we must take Germany as it is,”
argued the social-democratic ministers in Czechoslovakia and Den-
mark when, in the middle of April, it was forbidden to hold the
European Workers’ Anti-Fascist Congress in the capitals of these
““ democratic ”’ countries.

3,500 worker delegates from all States of Europe, elected by
five million proletarians, gathered together at the Anti-Fascist
Congress in Paris on the 4th, 5th and 6th June, and the thousands
and thousands of delegates who were unable to attend the Congress,
have given a plain and unmistakable answer. In spite of every-
thing, in spite of the fascist terror, and in spite of the sabotage and
calumnies of the heroes of the Second Interndtional, the anti-fascist
front is being formed and is advancing.

The Gérmah Proletariat in the Front Line Trench.

That was the first great fact of this Congress: 120 German
delegates ; factory councillors, trade union functionaries from the
Lower Rhine and the Ruhr district, Central Germany, Berlin, Ham-
burg, Thuringia, Danzig, and Silesia—social democrats, Com-
munists and non-party—crossed the fascist frontiers and related
at the Congress stirring facts about the heroic fight against the
Hitler bandits, against the social-democratic traitors, and sub-
mitted evidence of the class struggle which cannot be suppressed,
which is breaking out in all the factory hells, among the village poor
and the urban petty bourgeoisie. The Congress learned that there
is no big enterprise in Germany to-day in which no illegal anti-
fascist newspapers are circulated ; that the workers eagerly seize
these papers and that the process of disintegration among the
Nazis has already advanced so far that the N.S.B.O. (national
socialist factory organisation) workers often refuse to denounce the
distributors of illegal anti-fascist literature.

The Congress received with partlcular enthusiasm the reports
on the devoted anti-fascist struggle of the young workers.

The reports of the German delegates on the cruelties and
horrors in the Nazi torture chambers on the one hand, and, on the
other hand, the iron steadfastness with which workers, who have
been beaten until they are half-dead, refuse to betray the names
and addresses which the Nazis wish to extort from them, caused the
feelings of solidarity of the foreign with the German workers to
become still deeper.

The central point of all speeches, decisions and measures was
the fights of the German proletariat against fascism and social
fascism in their own country.

Fighting Nationalism.

A huge wave of chauvinism is sweeping over Europe. The
spectre of 1914 has risen again on the Continent. The bourgeoisie
in the other countries have skilfully attempted to -make use of the
events in Germany in order to place the proletariat of their own
country in the fetters of ‘‘ national unity ”’ against ‘‘ German
barbarism:.”” Everywhere in all countries the social-democratic
parties are on the side of their bourgeoisie. The Second Inter-
national is falling to pieces. The Paris Anti-Fascist Congress was
a powerful demonstration of the international solidarity of the
proletariat, of Marxism. The spirit of Marx, Lenin and Stalin
dominated the deliberations of the Congress.

The fraternisation between the German, Polish and French
delegates against the Versailles Treaty, the fraternisation scene
between the representative of the Jewish proletarians in Poland
with the German workers’ delegation against anti-semitism, for the
equality of all peoples and races, the atmosphere of enthusiasm
which the Paris proletariat had created for the foreign delegates
at the Congress-—these were stirring, unforgettable facts which
demonstrated in the most striking manner the difference between
1933 and 1913. French imperialism and the ‘“Left’’ French

government attempted at first, by permitting the Congress to be
held in Paris and by a cunning quasi tolerance to make use of the
Congress in order to intensify the anti-German incitement and to
convert the Congress into an instrument for realising their dirty
imperialist plans. Nevertheless, they did not succeed in distorting
the character of the Congress. The first word at this Congress,
just because it met in Paris, was a concentrated attack on French
imperialism and its executive organ, the ‘* Left '’ government, and
its social-fasecist lackeys. The delegates showed that they were not
to be made use of for the plans of the imperialists and the ad-
mirers of bourgeois sham democracy.

The United Front of Action. .

The great advance made in the formation of the proletanan
united front was expressed at this Congress by the 2,000 non-party
delegates, by the 500 social democrats, members of the Labour
Party, anarchists and active functionaries and members of the
Amsterdam International Federation of Trade Unions, and in their
comradely, smooth co-operation with the 1,200 Communists, who,
it is true, constituted the minority of the delegates, but by their
courageous, self-sacrificing struggle in all countries against
fascism and the capitalist offensive, won the right of leadershlp,
the hegemony at this Congress.

On the second day of the Congresg on June 5, the *‘ Temps >’
wrote: ¢‘ There are hundreds of social democrats at the Congress.
Why does the ¢ Populaire ’ keep silence about this fact? > We can
quite understand the uneasiness of the ‘‘ Temps ’’ and the cause of
the silence of the ¢ Populaire.”” The social-democratie delegates at
the Congress gave thie answer when they expressed their indigna-
tion against the treachery of their parties, against the sabotage of
the fighting united front, agamst the pohcy of ¢ eivil peace ” and
of the * lesser evil.” :

When and at what other congress have social democrats used
such language as they did-at this Congress? When have social
democrats submitted such a declaration as the social democrats did
at this Congress? This fact is evidence of the ripening of mass
rebellionis of the social democratic workers in the ranks of the
Second International. For the Communists it was a remarkable
experience, not only at the Congress and also not only in the work
of the committees, but especially in the drafting committees, when
the social democrats said: ‘ We are for a miore definite politicaI
formulation of the drafts. We should not speak here of the mis-
takes of Vandervelde, Otto Bauer; Otto Wels, otc. It is not a
question of -persons, bub of the who]e policy of the parties of the
Second International.’

This attitude of the social-democratic delegates was the third
great political event at this Congress. This was a great success
although we still have much to learn, in our mass work, in working
out tactics, in our language, in our speeches in ﬁndlng the correct
way of approachmg the social-democratic workers.

The Proletarian Character of the Gongress

was etpressed in the large number of factory’ workers (87 per cent.)
and in the overwhelmmgiy large number of trade umon orgamsed
workers who participated in the Congress.

We had already had quite good international congresses, but
at hone of them was the leading role of the proletariat so sharply
underiined as at this Congress by its composition, by the putting of
the problem, and by the speeches and decisions. And this is as it
should be. This is the need of the hour. Only the proletariat can,
must and will be the leader and organisger in the day-to-day fight
against fascism and the capitalist offensive, in drawing the majority
of the working class into the decisive struggle through political
mass strikes, general strikes up to the armed revolt against the
bourgeoisie and the rule of fascism.

The Congress, which was an outspokenly workers’ congress,
was quite clear regarding the big role and importance of winning
allies in the fight of the proletariat against the capitalist system
and fascism. This was expressed in the splendidly carried out
Peasants’ conference, as well as in the participation of close on 500
intellectuals and students, who organised special consultations and
discussions. The action of representatives of these strata showed
that, in comparison with former congresses, great progress has
been made and that the petty bourgeois pacifist illusions peculiar to
these strata are being got rid of.

It would be a®wonder, however, if in this great anti-fascist
front, embracing millions, everything went off without any dis-
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sonance. The proletariat is not separated from the petty bour-
geoisie by a ‘Chinese wall. And the petty bourgeoisie itself is
subject to vacillations. Marx and Lenin taught us that the petty
bourgeoisie, in so far as it attempts to perpetuate its conditions of
existence as a class, is reactionary, in fact counter-revolutionary.

Only through the strength of the proletariat, only through
its big fights and through its coming forward boldly, assured of
victory, can the proletariat succeed in winning these strata for the
cause of the class struggle against the bourgeoisie.” The events in
Germany, the retreat of the German proletariat, have not only
thrown large strata of the petty bourgeoisie into the arms of the
bourgeoiste in Germany, but also in the so-called ¢ democratic’
countries the bourgemsle is’ trying to maké use of the German
events in:order in the first place to create among the petty bour-
gdois strats in town and country a mass basis for a special variety
of the fascist movement.

The action of the former radlcal socialist deputy, Bergery, wai
a ‘typical symptom of this process. -Behind the fog of left phrases
there was clearly expressed in ‘his speech the panicky mood of the
petty hourgéoisie, the: attempb to: make itself mdependent of prole-
tanan hegemony.

“With +talk :about the ‘ madequate united - front 71t ois in-
ended to justify the fact of the opening of a special petty bour-
geois shop; the ¢ Front commun '’ (the ¢ Common Front '), in
the foundation meeting of which there took part seme out and out
fascists, and,: in keeping with such company, some renegades who
had been exgelled from the Communist Party..

The Anti-Fascist Congress, -contrary. to-other unlted front
gatherings hitherto, established -clarity. also--on this important
question. The sharp. and. plain rebuff which the Congress gave
Bergery, .its refusal.to. permit.any amb1gu1t1es in such a serious
situation as the world proletariat is experiencing at the present
time, ,the rejection. of all ‘his reproaches, the exposure. of some
dangerqus tendencies in his utterances, were closely expressed .in
the speech:¢f Comrade Myer, who in.his- polemic with Bergery
raised  the . fundamental principles of the class- struggle and of
Marxist illumination of the problem of democracy, dictatorship and
fascism. .

) The Congress absolutely re]ected the oppertumst idea, that one
can .win-theg petty bourgeoisie by adapting oneself to petty bour-
geois 1deologm Opportunists who adapt themselves to the ideology
of the petty.bourgeoisie: necessarily become followers.of the bour-
geoisie. ; Only hy the force, by. the :irreconcilability of the prole-
tarian class ﬁtruggle against finance capital.and by practical aid in
defending their interests, will the mtlmldated -split_up, politically
unschooled, hadly - organised - masses -of -the - petty bourgeocisie and
smali. peasants, be .roused to -the ﬁght agamst capltal, enoouraged
and ‘welded tpgpther R .

z N Sborweahord o

The Am:-Fascgst ‘Deed. Decldes' R

and not empty resolutions and demonstrations. Practical anti-
fascist work itonerete hid For the:German; Polish and Ttalian prole-
tariat. . One must; defeat the enemy in one’s own country through
the every-day, class struggle in the workshep and factories, in the
docks, mines and offices. . This was sharply stressed in many
speeches of the delegates at.the Congress. This was a new feature
at this Congress-in;comparisen. with other gathermgs it was an
experience. mhqu one heard how deeply moved the German delegates
were by the;gnormous extent of the solidarity actions which the
workers in.all,countries of Europe had carried out in order to render
practlcal aid..to. the German proletariat. . To- day the international
solidarity movement has advanced so far that in the French ports
the crews of (terman. ships, together with French and Italian dock
workers compel :the captain to lower the swastika flag. Militant
international solidarity is already manifested in such actions; it is
expressed in the immediate aid afforded the German workers by the
proletarlat in, the adjoining countries in anti-fascist agitation ; it is
seen in the collections of money for the International Antl-Fasclst
PFighting Fund which the Congress decided to set up and which is
to bring in the sum of 250,000 marks in the first months.

Fight imperialist War! Protect the Soviet Union!

These were the questions to which nearly all speakers referred.
The question-of the fight against the threatening imperialist war
was closely connected with the fight against fascism. Fascism has
‘enormously ‘increased the danger of war in all corners of Europe.
But at the same time the Congress exposed the manceuvres of the

so-called ““ democratic >’ bourgeois States and of the Second Inter-
national which attempted to cast the entire blame for the threaten-
ing lmperlallst war on to the fascist States, in order to vell their
own criminal war manceuvres. The Congress clearly and plainly
opposed any attempt of the bourgeoisie of the so-called ‘‘ demo-
cratic”’ States and of the whole of the Second International to
perpetuate the Treaty of Versailles, as well as any attempt on the
part of the Hitler bandits to provoke a fascist revision of the Ver-
sailles Treaty, which would be possible only through an imperialist
war and would cause fresh enormous misery to the masses. = The
proletarian revolution on both sides of the Rhine and the Vistula
is the only’ ‘guarantee for the solution of the nationality problem m
Europe, which has been placed in fetters by capitalism.

... The Congress clearly recognised that the Soviet Union was, is,
and remains the strongest citadel of peace. Comrade Cachin in his
speech indicated the way in which we must fight against war, how
we should protect” the Soviet Union'-and fight against the war-
mongers in Berlin, Rome; London Paris; the League of Natwns and
the Second Internatlonal :

The Congress warmly gleeted “the representatlve of the
Amsterdam anti-war movement, Comrade Barbusse, and thereby
expressed the fighting alliaiice’ between the anti-fascist front and
all proletarlan organisations ﬁghtlng agamst war.

Agamst the Splitters of the Umted Front

. The process of dlsmteglatlon in the Second Internatlonal and
in the Amsterdam International is opening the eyes of hundreds.of
thousands, and in fact millions of proletarians. They want to put
an end to the policy of tolerating capitalist government, and of class
reconciliation.  In these circumstances, some significant groups;
without.any prospect of big success such as was still possible in
1918, are trying to create a sort of intermediate organlsatwn some-.
w‘xat on the lines of the old 2} International, in~order to disrupt
the revolutionary united front of the revelut onary proletariat. At
the same time they are beginning to organise attacks on the Com-
munist Parties, especially on the Communist Party of Germany:
Such tendenmes did not meet with any support on the part of the
social-democratic workers at the Congress, with the exceptlon of
two Trotzkyists. The leader of the Tranmael party in Norway,
Angelica Balabanoff, the Independents in Holland; the ¢ Bund ” in
Poland and some * R1ght 7 elements in the 1.1 P ‘of England, who
have partly found their way back to the Labour Party, are’ promul-
gating thé idea of a. new. International. The Congress was com-
pelled to state its attitude towards this noble company in order to
warn the proletariat against the dangerous splitters and calumnia-
tors who want to check the revolutionisation process of the workers.

. These dangerous, anti-proletarian sphttlng tendencxes were ex-
posed in a number of speeches at the Congress..

A few remarks on the question of Trotzkyism. There were a few
people who, on the orders of Mr. Trotzky, took on the task of pro-
voking *¢ mmdents 7 at the Congress. The 3,000 delegates, how-
ever, thwarted this little game. On the mltlatlve of the Presidium,
and in spite of the fact that hundréds of names were on the list of
those who wished to speak; one’of ‘thé two Trotzkyists present was
given the opportunity of defending Mr. Trotzky’s ideas before~a
proletarian public. It is not often that one has to listen to any-
thing so ridiculous. But the delegates soon had enough of listening
to such a speech, and:demanded of the Presidium that a vote should
be immediately taken on the motion that the Trotzkyists should not
be heard any further. Intimidated by the powerful united front
movement, the two supporters of Trotzsky, on the final vote on the
resolutions of the Congress, contrary to the express instructions of
the Trotszkyist counter-revolutionary centre, which by a fortunate
chance came into our hands, did not venture to vote against the
resolutions. = : .

The congr%s'i_s Over—The Fight Goes On!

That was the leit-motif of the closing session of the Con-
gress. The first response to the Congress is already to be seen not
merely in the form of resolutions and speeches, but in the refusal of
French and Rumanian dock workers to unload German ships flying
the swastika flag; in their fraternisation with the German sailors;
in the demonstrations of the unemployed in Dusseldorf and Ham-
burg; in the big collections of money for the anti-fascist front; in
the publication of anti-fascist literature in all countries; iin the
preparations for a storm of protest against the intended judicial
murder of Torgler, Dimitrov, Tanev, and Popoff, against the sen-
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tence of death threatening the workers of Aliona and Chemnitz; in
the actual carrying out of the adopted decisions.

The anti-fascists of Europé achieved great things before and
during the Congress. They have welded together five million prole-
tarians in the  Anti-Fascist Workers’ Union . of - Europe, the
central committee of which will lead the fight against fascism,
against the wage-cutting offensive, war danger and nationpalist in-
citement. But the social demoeratic parties-are not dead yet. . Fhe
social democracy of Germany is attempting by various manceuvres
to present itself as a martyr in order to retain its influence over
millions of workers. Five million anti-fascists, welded together in
the fight, means only an advance guard of dozens of millions who
are still to be won. If we rouse them to activity, draw them-into
the united front, wrest .them from the: social democratic leaders,
not merely by agitation and propaganda, but by securing their
participation in the daily fights against wage cuts, against the
burden of taxes, against cuitural reaction, against the rohbery of
the political rights of the masses, against fascism and against
terror, then we shall lead the proletariat, and with it the exploited
middle classes, via political strikes to the general strike and armed
revolt. = . .

In these great class battles which we are approaching, a
particularly great and responsible role:is. played by the working
youth. The anti-fascist Youth Conference was only a prelude to the
solution of the big problems confronting the young anti-fascists in
the fight against fascism, militarisation, compulsory labour; de-
prival of rights, and unemployment. .

. The same thing applies also to anti-fascist work among the
women. The women delegates from Germany reported to the Con-
gress on the heroic fights waged by the German working women
against fascism ; how they are often ahead of the men in self-sacri-
ficing courage, initiative, in developing the anti-fascist fight. Work
among the women is the affair of all anti-fascists in Europe.

. The delegates who are returning to their respective countries
must mercilessly and ruthiessly examine .the shortcomings and
weaknesses which have been revealed in their ountries in the anti-
fascist fight and in the fight against the capitalist offensive. In
exercising .the sharpest self-criticism the anti-fascists will settle
accounts with all croakers, defeatists and ‘weaklings, who are the
most dangerous enemies of the anti-fascist front. .

Big class battles are approaching. We must equip all the anti-
fascists of Burope for the fight. We must carry out the decisions
of the Congress. ' This is a sublim2 task for all the anti-fascists of
Europe. The Congress was only a stage in this fight. The greatest
battles are still to be fought. 'We have brought together five million
anti-fascists of Europe. This ﬁvq million must become fifty million!
To work, anti-fascists! Prove by déeds that the anti-fasoist front
has gone over to the attack! )

Degia,ration Made by the German,. French and
Polish Delegations at the European Anti-Fascist
Congress ' i ‘

The French, German and Polish delegates present at the
Paris Anti-Fascist Congress declare : — o Ce

The fight ‘against fascism is an international class struggle.
'To this struggle Karl Liebknecht’s words can be applied: ¢ The
chief enemy is our own country.” i )

‘While fascist terror is openly raging against the workers in
Germany and Poland, the French bourgeoisie is disguising its
policy of oppression with the aid of democratic phraseology and
so-called democratic manceuvres. But each day this policy tends
nearer to fascism, .

In the interest of their imperialist purposes, and in order
to reinforce the shameful Versailles system of oppression, the
French bourgeoisie is organising jingo propaganda, and would
have it believed that in Germany alone bloody terror is raging
against the working class and that there alone fascist barbarity
is reigning supreme.

Yet the French bourgeoisie is using the same methods of terror
in its own colonies; and is giving direct support to the regime of
fascist torturers in Poland, in Hungary and in the Balkans, It
-is because of the Versailles system that the toiling masses of Ger-
many are doubly exploited, and that same system gave birth to
the gireat wave of chauvinism which brought Hitler.to power.

International capitalism and especially French  capitalism
supported the German bourgeoisie against the German working

class during the great revolutionary struggles and paved the way
for the fascist regime in Germany. ) B ] L

That is why we appeal to all to fight against the hypocrite
anti-fascist manceuvres of the French imperialists and their satel-=
lites. Just as French imperialism pretends to be the democratic
adversary of fascism, so German fascism acts the part of national

_champion of the oppressed German minorities.

. But ‘the bloody fascism oppressing Germany like a foreign
occupation has neither the will nor the power to play that part.
A fascist revision of the Versailles system could only be brought
about b.y imperialist war and would only lead to a new national
oppression. ) » ;

The international proletariat will fight with as much energy
against all imperialist wars, whether they are for the defence or
for the revision of the Versailles system. :

The revolutionary proletariat knows that all imperialist con
ferences and treaties, and that all pacts and oaths of peace can
only serve to prepare imperialist war, and in particular interven-
tion against the Soviets. )

Only the armed working class, only a workers’ government,
only socialism can be the safeguard of peace. B

Forward for. the common struggle, for victory and the inter-
national proletarian revolution and for world socialism !

The Balkans

The Attempt on the life of Venizelos

'~ The Greek parliament had scarcely adjourned after uninter-
rupted stormy sessions, when the political fight between the two
big bourgeois blocks was continued with the same fury in. the
press. The extra-parliamentary fight was waged over the com-
position of the committee, consisting of deputies and senators,
which has. to determine the extent of the legislative powers
already conferred by parliament on the Tsaldaris government.
As the majority of the committee consists of members -of: the
opposition, because the government has only a bare majority in
the Chamber, while in the Senate there still exist the old Vemi-
zelos majority, Tsaldaris added a few new members to this com-
mittee; so that there now exists equality between the government
and opposition forces, and the decision lies in the hands of a few
¢“ independent *’ senators. ‘ G .

But a new event, the attempt on ‘the life of the leader of the
Liberal Party and of the whole of the bourgeois opposition bloc,
M. Venizelos, added fresh fuel to the flames. A wild night-chase
with furieusly driven motor cars, use of .army machine-guns,
rifles and -pistols! . A mathematically calculated action.: -The
man responsible for this attempt at assassination is no::other:
than Polychronopulos,: chief of the ‘‘ General Security;’’:the
notorious :Greek Siguranza, which only a few weeks ago ‘was
separated from the Ministry of the Interior and:was in direct
contact with the Prime Minister.: His eonfederates were two
high police officers, who have since been -arrested, and:an amnes-
tied ‘“king of the mountains,”” the robber Karathanassis. /:The
assassination is said to have been prepared in the offices of the
Siguranza. As the preliminary investigation was in the hands
of the same culprits, until they were arrested, and is now being
hindered by their confederates, it has not yet been -ascertained
who were the other instigators, who, according to the statements
of the opposition press and also of part of the government press,
¢ gccupy very high positions.” It appears certain, however,
that the recently founded royalist organisation and the ex-prince
Nikolas had a hand in the plét. Tt is only a few days ago that
Rallis, the Minister of the Imterior, during a memorial celebra-
tion, raised cheers for ex-king George II. o .

The political aspects of the attempted assassination appear
to be considerable, especially when one takes into account the
tremendous political tension existing in the last few months and
weeks and the fact that the forces of the two bourgeois blocs are
about equal. Tsaldaris had to abandon his journey to London,
and the municipal elections, as well as the parliamentary elec-
tioms for the district of Salonica, were postponed. The Venizelos
opposition is making political capital out of the attempted assas-
sination, especially as regards winning back its former positions
in the army and:regaining its influence among the refug('ees.
Black clouds are gathering on the afreddy «rery dark politi
horizon of capitalist Greece.
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The World Economic Crisis

The Capitalist and the Socialist World at the
World Economic Conference

According to official figures, the index of the quantity of in-

dustrial articles (calculated on the basis of 100 to represent the
1928 level) was as follows:

Country Year 1932
Soviet Union ... . 218.5
Capitalist world as a whole .. 67
United States of America ... ... &7
Great Britain ... . .. 89
Germany ... 87
France ... . .. 74

That is the result of four years development as ‘described in
the report of the State Planning Commission of the Soviet Union,
published in the English language for the World Economic Confer-
ence. In the dry language of figures it is shown that the capitalist
world is approaching its end, whilst the young socialist world, which
was born only fifteen years ago, is entering the petiod in which it
will beat capitalism in the international competition between the
capitalist and the soéialist’' system unless capifalism prefers to
resort to war, which, however, will in no way save it from decline.
Some wise-heads are attempting to belittle the importance of these
figures by pointing out that the figures of the crisis cannot be com-
pared with the figures of advance in the Soviet Union. The British
bourgeois economists are seeking to depreciate the importance of
the achievements of the Five-Year Plan by pointing out that the
Soviet Union is passing through the period of the building up of its
industry, an industry which it did not formerly possess.

Both arguments are really ingenious. That is just the point.
Capitalism is no longer capable of - -experiencing a perlod of fresh,
great and general construction, that it is experiencing all the
plagues of the crisis. The falseness ‘of the arguments which the
apologists of capitalism bring forward lies in the fact that capital-
ism' is unable to undertake any new big construction work, not
because there is nothing more to build, but because it is unable to
do.this on a general scale. It suffices to take up any book dealing
with the life of the working and peasant masses in the capitalist
world to convince oneself that, in order to satisfy the requirements
of these masses, to stay their hunger, to meet their barest require-
ments in the way: of housing, to provide them with the most neces-
sary articles of clothing, huge investments, the work of many years,
the: productive activity. of millions of people would be required.
Capitalism has at its disposal the material forces which are neces-
sary for this. The technical sciences have provided capitalism with
the  means of -carrying out tremendous new works of which
humanity did not even dream twenty years ago.

Wherein lie the faults in the ¢ distribution '’ of the productive
forces of capitalism of which the bourge(ns econonusts speak?
What “¢ formula ”’ is lacking?

An exact answer to these questions is provided by;the teach-
ings of Marx and Lenin, which point to the contradictions between
the productive forces and the relations of production in the
capitalist world ; to the contradiction between the social character
of work and the private character of its appropriation. For the
capitalist world this ‘‘ formula ”’ of Marxism-Leninism is a dead
letter, a book with seven seals. But nothing better serves to
illustrate the Marxist-Leninist analysis than the characterisation
that such an authoritative representative of the American bour-
geoisie as President Roosevelt gave of the period of American
prosperity, and the results of the Five-Year Plan summed up by
Stalin’ in his speech at the January Plenum of the Central Com-
mittee and the Central Control Commission of the C.P.S.U. and
which are now concretised in the book published by the State Plan-
ning Commission, entitled: ‘‘ Results of the Carrying Out of the
First Five-Year Plan for Developing the National Jiconomy of the
Soviet: Union.”

In his election speech, Roosevelt said:*

‘“ The profits of the trusts in this period were enormous.

*The quotations from President Roosevelt’s speech are retrans-
lated from the German.

But only a small part of them were employed in order to reduce
prices. They had forgotten the consumers. A very small part
of these profits have been employed in increasing wages. They
had forgotten the worker. The State had received very little
in the form of taxes.  What is the result of all this? Enormous
profits, greater than ever known in history, were piled up.
They were employed for two purposes:-firstly, new factories,
which nobody needed, were erected, which are now standing
idle ; secondly, the money was 1mmed1ately invested by the
: trusts or indirectly by the banks in speculation. ‘Then there
came the crash. - The profits invested in unnecessary factories
ceased to bring in any return. Men were thrown out of work,
purchasing power declined, the banks froze. Those who have
money-are afraid to invest it.‘- Credit has shrunk, industry is
at a standstill, trade has: declined, unemployment has in-
creased.”
Regarding the question: What are the causes of this state of
affairs, the President of the United States says:

“ A little while ago the concentration of umdertakings in
the United States was subjected to a detailed examination.
The investigation has shown that our economic life is in the
hands of about 600 corporations, which control two-thirds of

“‘American industry.. Ten millions of small undertakings con-
trol only one-third of American industry.”
What conclusions does the President of the United States draw
from this situation? He says:
: ““The control and management of (economic hfe) which in
the last few years have got into the hands of groups which
have special interests, interests which do not coincide with the
interests of the natlon constitute a danger. In my opinion
the course of our hlstory in recent times has proved that al-
though we must make use of the knowledge of these people and
their special capacities, we must not allow our economic life to
be controlled by a small group of people whose views..on pubhc
‘interests are determined by the fact that they can make great
profits by lending money and trading in securities.”’ (From
* Roosevelt’s book : * Looking Forward,”” N.J., 1933.) -
For the time being, however, two-thirds of America.n industry
are controlled by people whose world outlook is described by the
President of the United States as ‘‘ egoistic ”’ and opportun-
istic 7’ ; and ‘the President of the United States only promises to
fight against this ‘‘ deviation’’ of the. American bourgeoisie. -In
the same period the proletarxat in Russia, together with the work-
ing peasantry, destroyed the power of the Tsar and the bourgeoisie,”
set up. the Soviet Power, defended it in the fight against counter-
revolution and intervention, and took the land and the factories
from the groups whose interests, as the American President says,
do. not coincide with the interests of the nation as a whole and who,
as the President says, had ‘‘ egoistic > and ‘‘ opportunist ’’ world
views. The proletariat of the Soviet Union has been able to pro-
ceed to build up socialist economy according to plan, for it has
become the master of all the productive forces of the country. The
results which the proletariat of the Soviet Union is able to show in
this direction have been stated by Comrade Stalin in his speech on
the results of the First Five-Year Plan, and are contained in the
report of the Gosplan. Comrade Stalin said in his speech:

“ What was the basic task of the Five-Year Plan?

‘It was the basic task of the Five-Year Plan to switch
our country, with its backward and; at times, medieval tech-
nique, to the track of new modern technique.

‘It was the basic task of the Five-Year Plan to trans-
form the U.S.S.R. from an agrarian and weak country, sub-
servient to.the caprices of capitalist countries, into a powerful
industrial land, fully independent of and not subservient to the
caprices of world capitalism.

It was the basic task of the Five-Year Plan entirely to
squeeze out the capitalist elements by converting the U.S.S.R.
into an industrial country, to widen the front of socialist forms
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of economy and to create an economic base for the elimination

of classes in the U.S.S.R., for the building up of socialist

society.

‘1t was the basic task of the Five-Year Plan to establish
in our country an industry, which would be in a position to
re-equip and reorganise industry as a whole, but also trans-
port and agriculture on socialist foundations.

‘It was the basic task of the Five-Year Plan to turn the
small and dwarfish farms into large collective farms, to secure
thereby an economic basis for socialism in the countryside and
thus render the restoration of capitalism in the U.S.8.R.
impossible.

‘‘ Finally, it was the task of the Five-Year Plan to create
_in the country all the technical and economic requisites neces-
sary for raising the defensive power of the country to a maxi-
mumni, such as would enable it determinedly to repel all and
sundry attempts at military intervention or attack from
without.”’

Has the Soviet Union fulfilled thése tasks? Yes, it has ful-
filled them. The best proof of this is the place the Soviet Union
has taken in world economy after the carrying out of the Five-Year
Plan. The following table of the Gosplan shows the achieve-
ments of Soviet economy and the place occupied by it in world
production :

Branch of Production 1913 1928 1932
In the In Europe
: whole world
Electric power ... L0150 10 6 4
Hard coal industry 6 6 4 3
Pig iron ... 5 6 2 1
General maehme constructlon 4 4 -2 1
0Oil industry 2 3 2 1

Agricultural machine construc-

tion ... ... cei — 4 . 1 1
Tractors e — 4 1 1
Turf industry ... e — — i 1
Automobiles . —_ 12 6 4
‘Whole of industrial productlon — 5 2 1

‘Who can dispute these figures? The bourgeois world does not
even attempt to dispute them. It clings to the fact that the Soviet
Union: still has great difficulties; that it has not yet completely
mastered the new technique; that in agrieulture the collective
farms have still to fight against inertia, organisational short-
comings ; that the Soviet Union has to contend with difficulties in
regard to food.

In hard struggle, in the hard schoel of life, relylng solely on its
own resources, the proletariat of the Soviet Union is building up
its new socialist economy. ~Difficulties exist in order to be over-
come. The words of Stalin, that there is no -stronghold which is
impregnable for the Bolsheviki, are being confirmed every day. In
the past year the Stalingrad Giant, the tractor works, fought
against enermous difficulties, and the whole country followed the
diagram of this fight like the temperature chart of a béloved sick
child. To-day the Stalingrad works are working smoothly.. This
will be the case with all the other works and factories.

‘ The results of the Five-Year Plan:have smashed the"

well-known bourgeois ‘ dogma ’ to the effect that the working
class is incapable of building anew, that it is capable only of
destroying the old. The results of the Five-Year Plan have
shown that the working class is as capable of building the new
as it is of destroying the old.”
- These words of Stalin are being confirmed every day by life.
Who can refute the argument that Stalin brought forward in
his speech at the first Conference of the Collective Farm Shock-
Brigaders, that the Soviet Union possesses all that is necessary for
the victory of the collective farms: the land, the machines, the
help of the State in men and finances. Hence, the hopes of the
bourgeoisie that the peasantry of the Soviet Union. will not secure
the victory of the collective farms are doomed to disappointment.
The world is finally split into two parts: The capitalist and
socialist world. The capitalist world is passing through a crisis
whose curves can rise and sink, but the crisis itself is incurable. It
is the crisis of senility. The World Economic conference will not cure
capitalism ; it will not indicate a way out. The London ** Financial
News * writes that profound pessimism prevails in the City in re-
gard to the prospects of the Economic Conference; in banking
circles the opinion is that chances of success are one in a hundred.

It is not our business to dispute this.

The socialist world is invincible. It can and will beat the
capitalist world in the international competition. It will also in-
evitably defeat it on the battlefield should it be necessary to defend
its life with weapons in hand. The capitalist world has done every-
thing in order to kill the socialist world. But it has not succeeded.

If needs be, the Soviet Union can manage without  the
capitalist world. If the capitalist world realises this it will, at the
Economic Conference, ponder the question whether it would not be
more advantageous to recognise the uninterrupted growth of the
socialist system on the sixth of the globe as indisputable ; whether
it would not be more advantageous to reap a certain advantage
from normal trading relations with the Soviet Union.

Speech of Comrade Litvinov at the World

Economic Conference
London, June 15, 1933.-

. This is the. third time in the last six years that the Soviet
government has responded to an invitation to take part in: an
international conference dealing with economic problems. -

Although it derives from jts world outlook a special concep-
tion of the laws of economic development under the eapitalist
system and the causes underlying the acute periodical - crises
inherent in this system—thanks to the speciﬁc nature of the
economic system in my country-—the world crisis has been unable
to affect the steady development of its economic: life.

Such symptoms as over-production, accumulation of stocks
and goods for which no market can be found, unemployment
increase in foreign indebtedness, bankruptey and wage cuts are
conspicuous by their absence.

And yet the crisis is not without its unfavourable eﬂect on
the development of our foreign trade.

Although perfectly able, thanks to the success of the first
Five-Year Plan, to develop its own economic life, independently
of its imports and of foreign markets, my government has no
desire to shut itself off from the rest of the world by economic
barriers, or to withdraw ‘into its own economic shell.” In spite
of the ever-increasing productivity of its own industries; it is
not addicted to ‘‘ autarchy,” and has no objection to adyvan-
tageous imports of foreign goods.

Our President in his opening speech has drawn a gloomy
picture of the economic situation. He mentioned 30 millions as
the extent of unemployment. ' )

If he adds to this figure part-time employment, and the
dependants of the unemployed, it will hardly be am exaggeration
to say that at least 60 million persons are ekeing out a semi-
starved existence in countries embraced by the economic crisis.

At the same time there has been a catastrophic drop in the
earnings of those who are still in employment, and a correspond-
ing drop in purchasing power of consumption, leading in its turn
to an accumulation of stocks, in spite of the decline in produc-
tion, and an unprecedented shrinkage in foreign trade returns.

I have already remarked that crisis phenomena are lacking
in the Soviet Unien which, with the crisis growing steadily in
other countries, has successfullv developed its own economy and
industry at rates never before seen.

While in the rest of the world industrial output in 1932 fell
by 33 per cent.; as eompared with 1928, it rose to 219 per cent.
in the Soviet Union for the same perlod

While in most countries the numbers of those employed have
gone down catastrophically, in the U.S.8.R. the number of em-
ployed persons went up during the last four years from 11,600,000
to 22,800,000.

Had I time to quote figures for the separate countries, I
should have no difficulty in showing that the world crisis is the
sum total of the economic crisis in various countries, and is the
result of the decline in the economic life in these countries and
that, reacting on each other, each State has contributed to the
phenomenon which we call world crisis.

The only exception is the Soviet State, in which, throughout
the crisis years, not only has there been no manifestation which
might be regarded as symptoms of a decline in economic life, but,
on the contrary, the economic life has shown "intensive develop™
ment.

It canmot, therefore, in any way have contributed to the
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world crisis or be held responsible for the shrinkage of interna-
tional trade.

On the contrary, while the imports of other countries ever
since ‘the beginning of the crisis have been showing a steady ten-
dency to decline, and by 1931 showed a reduction of over 40 per
cent., imports to the Soviet Union, during the first years of the
«crisis, continued to show a steady increase, reachlng in' 1931 the
highest point (about 560,000,000 gold dollars) ~

It was only the measures adopted in various countries under-
.going the crisis, causing a reductionin Soviet éxports, that in
1932 forced the- Soviet government to revise 'its imports plan.
Even so, there was in 1932 only a'20.2' per cent. reduction as ¢om-
pared w1th 1929, whilethe’ corresponding reduction in world trade
zamounted to 58 8 per cent.

Tt c¢am; thérefore bé. satfel:yr said’ tha® ‘the- Seviet Unlon, whxle:

-having had no part in the crisis, or the.conditions bringing about
world ecrisis, has itself been to a ceifain extent affected by this
-crisis’ in respcct of its “fo”relgn trade.

- :/Fhis. Conféeremee has set..itself the task of finding measures
s;of.; putting: an end to, or:at least: mitigating, the crisis.  As far
sas may be:judged from the agenda, drawn up by the experts for
ithe. Conference, .attention:is to be concentrated upom.the ques-
tions, regarding limitation of output, tariffs, methods of: credit
policy, and of raising prices.

;. Without wishing to go:into a theoretical dlSCIlSSl()n on these
tpoints, the:Soviet delegation ventures to express the doubts of
:the adequacy of such methods of fighting the crisis.

In the opinion of the Soviet.delegation it would be better
to concentrate upon .the potential ahsorption of the stocks which
are exercising pressure upon the markets, and upon attempts to

«enablé the industries' making the means. of production to increase
“the use of their capacity.

1 think the work of the ‘Conference  might be more effective
if it conld hear from the lips of the various delegates of the pos-
Slblhtles in-this respect which are open. to.their countries. ‘What
:are the prospects of a revival of economic life and extension of
“imports into those countries and to take eorrespondmg action.

Fol]owmg up. these suggestions, the Soviet delegation is ready
“to give a reply to these guestlons -as far as the State it represents
‘1§_cuncerned :

The Soviet government as a ryle draws up its: 1mport plan.

.in strict accordance with its export posmblhtles and credit facili-
:tles,,but the. Soviet delega,tmn could conceive, of conditions such
:as lengthened credits, normal comd1tlons for Sov1et exports, and
~aother: favourable factors which might induce its government to
eextend this plan to a degree which would have no small influence
in, the alleviation of the crisis.

According’ to the calculations of the Sovxet delegation, the
‘Soviet: government given such condltlons, ‘might. agree to place

(orders abroad {in the near future to the sum of 1 ,000,000,000

-dollars.
" ".To,be still more deﬁmte, the Soviet Umon could in the near
ffuture absorb:
200,000, 000 dollars worth of ferrous meta]s
100 000,000 dollars: worth- of raw materials for the textile,
leather and rubber industries.

400 006 000 dollars worth of machinery, including rallway._

..equipment to the value of 100,000,000 dollars.
35 000, 000 dollats worth of -agricultural goods, mcludlng live
stock.
50,000,000 dollars worth of consumers’ goods such as ' tea,
: .cocoa, -coffee; herrings.
50, 000 ,000 dollars. worth of new ships, chleﬂy for industrial
purposes, such as fishing, seal-hunting, dredging,
. and so on. .
The significance of these figures avill be more effective if it is
realised that they amount to from 25 per cent. to 66 per cent. of
<existing world stocks in respect of such metals, as aluminium,
‘nickel, copper,. and lead; to 100 per cent. in the case of some of
“the consumers’ goods mentioned; and to one-third of the annual
world export of machinery, and 100 per cent. of last year’s total
shipbiiilding output.

- It only remains for me to add that the vast majority of
-countries here represented might be supposed'to be mterested in
“the exports of the commodities T have enumerated.

Tt should be clearly understood that the figures I have quoted

would be in excess to any plan already drawn up by the Soviet
government, and do not apply to goods urgently required by it,
and to be ordered under present conditions.

We merely wish to set this Conference along the path which
in our opinion, is most likely to lead to effective results in the
sense of alleviating the crisis and to show an example to other
delegations.

" By making such suggestions, we are far from inviting the
Conference to lose sight of other aspects of the situation, such as
artificial obstacles and barriers in the way of international rela-
tions.

We should be the last to deny that the appllcatlon by States
of “éthods of economic warfare in their economic_ relations is
making worse an international economic situation Whlch is bad
enough as it is.

Herein must be’ 1ncluded all methods of dlscrlmma.tmn by
tariffs, wages; covert or overt currency wars, the discriminatory
prohlbltnm of imports or exports, and all forms of official boycott.

I have already had occasion, as a delegate to the Commission
of Inquu'y for the European Umon to recommend economic. dis-
armament, and to propose the conclusmn of a pact of economic
non-aggression.

Unfortunately, this proposal was itself the victim of aggles-
sion, was taken prisoner and thrown into a dungeon—one. of the
League of Nations Commissions,

I would vemture to remind the Conference of this proposal
which, in my opinion, is now still more approprlate and necessary
than when it wag first advanced by me, seeing that measures of
economic aggression have not only not been diminished since then,
but have developed still more and more, and are assuming new
forms every day.. .

I think, gentlemen, I have said enough for: you to under—
stand that the Soviet delegation, which is against all forms of
economic aggression, cannot object to the proposal for -an
economic truce. :

Although under the. system of State monopoly of forelgn
trade existing in my country customs duties do mot play -so im-
portant a part as in other countries (since no. amount of .customs
duties can have a. direct influence on the total sum. of Soviet
imports) other coumtries can.by no means be indifferent to the
customs duties established for them in the Soviet.Union.

Supposing, .for. -instance; I. take a ' Co-operative. economic
organisation.with.fixed limits established for capital investments,
but with free play within these limits. When they order equip-
ment. and' goods from abroad, they are bound to. have an interest
in. seeing that the order should absorb. the least possible propor-
tion of their capital investments or.circulating capital.

Having the cheice of several countries; other thmgs bemg
equal, they naturally give -preference -to -the country that is
granted, in virtue of trade agreements; the lowest custom duties
in the U.8.8.R. Thus the consent of the Soviet government -to
an econemic truce :is:of no small importance in other countries.

‘The Soviet delegation also considers that an economic truce
might be really effective and do something to clear the economic
atmosphere, only if States refrain from applying existing eco-
nomic warfare-as well as from the introduction of new ones.

By speaking of a truce we acknowledge the existence of a
state of ‘war.

An armistice ‘means the cessation of ‘all ﬁghtmg, and not
merely abstention from beginning fresh battles.

The same should be true of economic warfare and the truce
ought to mean the cessation of all hostilities.

The Soviet delegation, therefore, while supporting the~reso-
lution for an economic truce, would propose that it be supple-
mented by an undertaking for the simultamneous suspension in
all countries of all legislative or administrative measures of eco-
nomic warfare and will propose a resolution to that effect.

The Soviet delegation would like to hope that the Conference
will not cemfine itself to the adoption of such temporary
measures, but will go on to convert the “truce into a prolonged
peace.

One way of doing this mlght be to release from its dungeon
the -Soviet proposal for economic non-aggression, which, in the
face of ever-increasing economic war during. the last two years,
might mdw be developed and extended.

I am sure, gentlemen, that you all realise that economic
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peace is-only possible against a background of peace in all phases
of internatiomal life.

However excellent may be the resolutions passed by the Eco-
nomic Conference, they will have no influence whatsoever in
alleviating the economic crisis, so long as we continue to be in
the present state of general polltlcal -uneasiness and perturba-
tion, with the urcertainty as to what the morrow will bring forth
and the fear of the outhreak at any moment of that most terrible
Inamfestatlon of economic conflicts—war.- .

; This sentiment of general anxiety has mot only not been
a.llayed of late, but, if anything, has increased; in spite: of inter-
natlonal consultatlons anid the conclusion of pacts.

Indeed, we'are now :cognisant of international consultatmns
and pacts whlch have actually added to political mistrust: :

‘Nothing but radical measures in the sphere of disarmament
and’ the- streng\thenmg of security guaranteed by the signing of
bilateral and’general pacts:of non-aggression conld to ‘some_ex-
tent.ealm those fears and create the proper atmosphere for, peace-
ful ‘economic relations.

:One factor,. and; that no 1ncons1dera,ble one, in the creatlon
of pohtlcal uncertainty, is . the attitude of: the capltahst world
to the . State of 170,000,000 - inhabitants, ‘which has. adopted a
Soviet. system, and is endeavourlng to bring: about Secialism;
that is to say, the results of a theory which would make all inter-
national -wars and economic erisis an-impossibility:

Although the International Economic Conference of 1927
adopted a resolution .admitting: the principle of the. peaceful co-
existence, at the present historical stage, of two systems, the
capitalist and the Socialist, .this principle has up to the present
not been put into practice by all States,

Even :in the sphere of economics special barrlers have stﬂl‘
to be preserved; hampering the further development of -economic
co-operatrron between eertam countues and the country of- the
Sov1ets )

. Some: countrles in.- whlch these barrlers have been removed
are from time to time pushing them up again.

. -The Soviet government for its part has always ‘adhered
strictly and, consistently to_the principle, of . peaceful co-gxistence
and abstamed from. all possﬂ)Ie measures of  aggression. in all
spheres of . intermational . life, in whlch of - course, eounter-
reprisals cannot be included. .

i . The Soviet delogation have acted.in. the splrlt of the peaceful
poliey: .of their government and. the peoples: represented by them
at. all, 1nternatwna} conferences. in which they. have taken part.

The ‘Soviet. go‘ernment attends ‘this Conference n ‘the same
splrlt L

The “Pravda” on the World Economlc ; g
Conference

: Moseow June 16
dehberatmns o tke World

o Pravda ' wrxtes o the
Ecoromic: Conference as follows:

The first result of the four days™ dehberatmns ~by the ~gon-
Terence is a foul compromisé between ‘the British bourgeoisle and
American capital on the questlon of ‘war debts.
" “The Soviet delegation’occupies a-particular posrtlon It does
‘not consider this conference a ‘solution ‘of the crisis. The crises
which 'is raging in the capitalist world stops at’ the frontiers of
the Soviet Uniom. ~ Litvinov’s spéech was the only one which was
not filled with comp]amts about the serious situationand the
breakdown of . economics. Tt voiced ‘the deep confidence-in the
big fature of the socialist country. Litvinov declared that the
world crisis has not been able to influence the steady ‘increase of
economic life in the socialist country, because the socialist sys-
tem does not admit any symptons of the- crisis. - The capitalists
dare not deny- this fact, which is a striking illustration of the
advantages of the economic system of the soviets over the capl-
talist system. The Soviet Union is the only country which is
consistently fighting all forms of economic aggression. Litvinov
stressed the fact that the Soviet Union, in spite of the extra-
ordinary increase of its own production, does not aim at
‘ antarchy”? and does not renounce foreign imports.. The capi-
talists, who are -introducing all forms of economic aggression
against each other and against the Soviet Union; cannot deny
this. The Soviet-Union not only suggested an economic paet of
non-aggression and the removal of all diseriminating trade bar-

riers, but it also- submitted a comcrete proposal to extend the
trade relations ‘between the Soviet Union and the capitalist
countries. -What capitalist country in the world is to-day in a
position to place such magnificent orders of one thousand million
dollars, which Litvinov declared to be the next import possibility
of the Soviet Union? Only the Soviet Union, which has deve-
loped its productive resources enormously, can absorb these
gigantic masses of goods, in excess of the plans drawn up by its
government. - Now the capitalists can convince themselves again
that neither a financial® boycott, nor an economic blockade, or
the mumerous plots of the ‘kings of finance and oil can stop the
magnificent growth of ‘the ‘forcesof ‘production in the Soviet
Union.

In ‘the country of the soviets a’ gigantic’ socialist 1ndustry
has grown up, whereas in the capitalist  countries cemeteries for
men ahd iachines are’ growing, there are enormous stocks with-
out markets and about 60 mllhon people are doomed’ to starva,-
tion.

The chairnian of the Soviet delegation submltted a concrete
proposal to the conference.” The die-hard press recgonises thé
great impression made by the Soviet proposals on the delegates
and tries to maintain a conspiracy of silence regardilig Litvinov’s.
speech. These are ridicilous endeavours. The representatlves
of the capltahst world will have to give a clear answer %o
Litvinov’s unequlvocal questxon For or against economic war!
The. cruel economic war which is now being waged by the capi-
talists is omly the prelude to’ another 1mper1ahst war. The die-
hard prohibition of Soviét imports means a further step in the
organisation of intervention. The vepresentatives of .the im-
perialist eountiies assembled at the World Conference—among
them the die-hards—will have to give an answer to the proposals of
the Sonet delegatron before the whole world

The War in the Far East

A Balance of the Events m Chma and the
Future Prospects il et
‘ ’ By L. M a g y a r S

The ‘so-called armlstlce whlch has been concluded between
Japan and the Nanking gove ent now that Japanese troeps
have' practlcally occupied . Pekin resents in a certain sense a
turmng point in the development vents in China., The preda-
tory war which Japan has been condu ctmg for 21 months now has
by no meéans found “its conclusion with the signing . of this
armistice.

As a result of this imperialist war Japan has torn a large
area inhabited by from 45 to 50 millions 'of people out of the living
body of China." Manchurla and Yehol aré already completely
in Japan’spower: -J apanese troops have already invaded Poélon-
not ;and-are pressing forward -towards Kalgan. With this the
relation: of forces between the*iiperialist | powers in China;" the
biggest semi-colonial country in the world, “has fundamentaﬂy
altered. Japan has seized:one of the richest dreas in'China, -~

‘A§ ‘lias already been said; the concluswn of the armistice does
not-mean’ that :the mxhtary operatlons have come to an énd in
China.  The armistice, -assuming ‘that ‘it is respected, refers to
North China only Yehol has been ¢ompletely annexed and a part
of Tsachar is already under Japanese domination whilst the
Japanese advance on Kalgan is beinig continued. There is further
no doubt that the Japanese troops will ‘advanee towards Suuyan.
The Japanese ‘War Minister ‘Araki makes no secret of the fact
that the subjugation of the Mongolian People’s Republic is a part
of the programme ‘of Japanese imperialism.

Japanese imperialism aims at setting up a chain of puppet
rulers in North ‘China’ from Tientsin over Pekin to Tauuyan
marionette governments' of generals and politicians, in-
cluding Kuomintang generals and politicians, who will be
just as' much in the hands of the Japanese imperialists as is the
Pui goverriment in Manchukuo. - It is obvious that the immediate
future will see the formation of a series of such governments in
various provinces and political centres of North China. In this
way Japanese ‘imperialism intends to extend, its domination of
North China down to the Yangtze Valley through these creations.

The province of Shantung is a problem of its own. At the
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‘moment- its ruler is General Han Fu-tsu, an agent -of Japanese
imperialism which has considerable economic interests in the
province, including mining, textile and silk interests which are
cotitrolled by Japanese capital. A section of the railways is in
-Japanese hands and Japan is greatly interested in the export
‘trade of the province. Further, Shantung is -of the greatest
strategical importance for military operations.  On three occa-
sions Japanese imperialism has tried to occupy the province by
armed force. All three of these attempts failed, but there is no
doubt that Japan will exploit the present favourable situation in
‘order to fulfil its old dream of annexing Shantung.

The process of the partitioning of China does not end here,
showever. British imperialism also wants a share of the spoils. In
South China, in Canton, the so-called- South-Eastern Political
‘Council. was formed long ago. This council has attempted to
unite under its control a number of southern previnces, and in
iparticular Kwangtung, Kwangsi and Fukien. .= An attempt has also
been made to extend its influence to Huntcho and Yunan.

Following on the signing of the armistice in North China the
South-Eastern Political Council attacked Nanking sharply and
sent troops into the province of Honan under the pretext of fight-
ing against Japanese imperialism. It is clear that if the South-
Eastern Political Council seriously intended to proceed against
Japanese imperialism it would have to send its troops by sea, for
a transport across the areas involved territorially would take too
long. It is therefore equally clear that these troops have mnot
been sent against Japan, but against Nanking. The despatch of
these troops means the beginning of a new Generals war in China.
The defection of Kwangtung, Fukien and Kwangsi from Nanking
means that with the assistance of the South-Eastern Political
Council British imperialism is attempting to obtain these three
provinces, and that the war of the south-eastern bloc against
Nanking is in fact an attempt to detach if possible the province
of Honan and a part of the province of Shansi from Nanking.
At the same time British imperialism has gained control of Zibet
and is preparing to annex the province of Szechuang.. - .

Under the direct leadership of British imperialism a so-called
Mohammedan revolt is now taking place in “the province of
Sintzian with the aim of overthrowing the Chinése .power and
establishing an independent Mohammedan State. This Moham-
medan State is to serve British imperialism with a new military
basis for an attack on the Soviet Union. “The annexation of Man-
churia by Japanese imperialism and the domination of the
province of Sintzian by British imperialism is intended to thrust
a wedge, a sort of barbed wire entanglement between the Soviet
Union and revolutionary China and at the same time to create
a military basis for armed intervention on the eastern frontiers
of the Soviet Union.

* * * i *

.These events draw a line in a certain sense under the six
years of Kuomintang dominance in Chira. It transpires that the
bourgeois' landowner counter-revolution in China is not able to
maintain even its own- class dominance or even to maintain the
territorial integrity of China. On the.eentrary, it was the Kuo-
mintang politicians who paved the way for the imperialist annexa-
tions. . It was the policy of the bourgeeis landowning counter-
revolubionaries incorporated in the Kuomintang which caused the
present partitioning of China. Chang Hsui-liang laid down arms
in face of the invading Japanese troops in Manchuria and in-
structed his troops to offer no resistance. Despite the treachery
and the capitulation of the Kuomintang a guerilla war against
the Japanese invaders developed in Manchuria. However, the
leadership of this guerilla warfare fell into the hands of Chinese
generals like Ma Chang-shen, Sun Pin-wei, Wang Ten-lin, etc.
It was this bourgeois-landowning leadership of the guerilla war
which determined its defeat. Instead of stirring up the masses
of the people, organising a real mass imsurrection, arming the
people and drawing the workers amnd peasants into the
struggle, . the Chinese generals disarmed the workers and
peasants and even shot down insurrectiomary peasants. Even
the most ‘‘ left-wing ”’ of these generals, Wang Ten-lin, began to
proceed against the Communists in his army and to shoot down
the peasants when they demanded the reduction of lease rents to
no more than 20 per cent. of the harvest.

The workers and peasants have now taken the leadership of
the armed struggle against Japanese imperialism in Manchuria
into their own hands. The heroic defence of Shanghai by Chinese

soldiers and workers, together with the impoverished urban popu-
lation, was broken down by Chiang Kai-shek himself, who opened
the front to the advancing Japanese troops. The defence of Yehol
and Pekin was broken down by the Kuomintang generals, includ-
ing Chiang Kai-shek himself, who deployed his troops so cleverly
that they could take no part whatever in the fighting against t}fle
Japanese. The Kuomintang paved the way for the imperialist
annexations and for the partition of China.

However, the Japanese military operations in China have a
further significance. So long as the Japanese troops -were
operating in Manchuria, Yehol and Tsachar they received the com-
plete support of British imperialism. The protests of the United
States were made on paper only. French imperialism also sup-
ported the Japanese. As, however, the Japanese troops wanted
to take Shanghai, Japanese imperialism met with energetic oppo-
sition both from British and United States imperialism which
finally compelled the Japanese to evacuate Shanghai,

There is no doubt that British imperialism has done every-
thing possible in order to compel Japan to refrain from extending
its military occupation to the districts inside the Great Chinese
Wall. It can be clearly seen that British imperialism has steadily
opposed Japanese annexations in China proper whilst as steadily
encouraging Japanese annexations in North and North-Western
China. This, however, means that British imperialism is egging
on Japan to armed intervention against the Soviet Union.

* * * % *

The partitioning of China which has now begun also draws
a line under the home policy of the Kuomintang. Omne of the
results of Kuomintang policy is that it has handed over an area
containing from 45 to 50 millions of people in North China to
Japan, and three provinces in South-East China and Sinziang
to British imperialism. At the same time the Kuomintang was
unable to hold itself against the rising wave of anti-imperialist
agrarian revolts in China. The bourgeois-landowning counter-
revolution was unable to prevent the victory of the Soviet revolu-
tion in China.

The Kuomintang carried out five counter-revolutionary mili-
tary crusades against the soviet areas, but the red workers’ and
peasants’ armies defeated the troops of the Kuomintang. The
soviet districts of China extend over a tremendous area with a
population of many millions, Towards the imperialists the Kuo-
mintang proved itself bankrupt, but at the same time it suffered
a tremendous defeat in the struggle against the Soviet revolution.

The Kuomintang came forward with the slogan of the unifica-
tion of China under the party dictatorship of the Kuomintang.
This attempt ended in complete bankruptey.

At the moment in-China we are at the heginning of a new
period of generals’ wars. These wars have in fact already begun
both in North and South China. Ce e T

In the North Feng Yu-hsiang has already taken the field
against Nanking. He has ordered a mobilisation and declared
war under the slogan of the salvation of the fatherland. He is
attacking Nanking allegedly because the latter has capitulated to
Japanese imperialism. In reality the aim of his war against
Nanking is to win for himself a new cosy corner now that the
Japanese advance on Kalgan has forced him out of his old posi-
tion.. He hopes to find a new one at the cost of Nanking. Feng
Yu-hsiang is an ally of Yen Tsi-chang, but the latter is a Japanese
agent. Obviously both Feng Yu-hsiang and Yen Tsi-chang are in
alliance with the Governor of Shantung, General Han Fu-tsu. In
the North several old generals and politicians who are known to
be agents of Japanese imperialism are appearing simultaneously :
Huan Tsi-chu, Huan Fu, Sun Chuan-fang, etc. A generals’ war
of tremendous dimensions is about to break out in North China.

At the same time a period of generals’ wars is about to begin
in South China. = The Canton and Kwangsi groups are already
proceeding against Nanking. The Commander of the Nineteenth
army, Huan Ti-kai, who was forced out of Shanghai by Chiang
Kai-shek and compelled to go to the province of Fukien, is also
attacking Nanking in alliance with the Canton and Kwangsi
groups.

Thus the northern groups seek the suppert of Japanese im-
perialism, whilst the southern groups seek the support of British
imperialism and its agents. At the same time the northerm and
southern groups are in alliance against Nanking. Kuomintang
China is thus entering into a new period of generals’ wars.



No. 28

International Press Correspondence

619

The \ankmg government itself is passing through a deep
internal crisis. Recently it was a coalition of various Kuomin-
tang groups. The old enemies, Chiang Kai-shek and Wang Ting-
wei, sat together in the same government. The south-eastern
groups were also represented in this government.

The bankruptcy in face of the imperialist offensive, the de-
feat suffered at the hands of the advancing Soviet revolution,
and the new period of generals’ wars will undoubtedly lead to
the collapse of the Nanking government. Kven in the circles
“under the influence of the \ankmg Kuomintang it is recognised
that the party dictatorship of the Kuomintang has suffered
bankruptey.

And, in fact, old political groupings which had disappeared
from the scene after the rise of the Kuomintang are now appear-
ing again.  The pro-Japanese Anfui group is again showing
signs of life, and also the political grouping around the Ohmese
Bank and the Transport Bank. The old militarists like Wu Pei-
fu, Sun Chuan-fang, Huan Tsi-choo, Huan Fu and others are ap-
pearing on the scene again. Individual Kuomintang politicians even
propose the formation of a national coalition, or, in other words,
that other bourgeois-landowning cliques should be included in
the government. This proposal has found support and a number
of sympathisers in the Central Committee of the Kuomintang.

Another proposal is put forward by the so-called Chinese
fascists. This Chinese fascist party was organised by a mumber
of Chinese emigrants in France, but at the moment Chiang Kai-
shek is the organiser and inspirer of the fascist movement. These
Chinese fascists come forward with a programme of struggle
against Japanese imperialism and against Communism, whereby
the struggle against Japanese imperialism is treated as a matter
of historical perspective, whilst the struggle against the Soviet
revolution is put forward as the struggle of the moment. They
are of the opinion that in its present form the Kuomintang is
bankrupt and they declare that only ‘“'a strong man,” a dictator,
can save China. As Chiang Kai-shek is the organiser and leader
of this movement, it is clear that he is to be the * strong man.”

Whatever result the internal differences, conflicts and colli-
sions in the Kuomintang may have, whatever form the decay
of the Kuomintang may take, it must be reckoned with that
after its miserable capitulation in the face of foreign imperial-
ism_ after its deep fall in the eyes of the petty-bourgeois masses,
the bourgeois-landowning block will concentrate all its forces on
launching a blow against the Soviet revolution in China. Chiang
Kai-shek is already engaged in organising the sixth military
drive against the Red workers’ and peasants’ armies of the
Chinese Soviet districts. He wants to prove once again that the
Chinese counter-revolution is able to wage war at least against
its own people. However, it has already been proved om five
occasions that the Chinese counter-revolution cannot bring this
war to a successful conclusion. One can be sure that this sixth
crusade will share the fate of the preceding attempts and end
in defeat. )

* * * * *

The 21 months’ war in China has brought about a fundamental
alteration in the relation of imperialist forces on the Pacific coast.
Japanese imperialism tore up the Washington Agreement and its
sword has carved out another division of the Eastern world. This
has necessarily led to an extreme intensification of the 1mper1ahst
contradictions between Japan and the United States.

All signs point to the fact that the Roosevelt government in
the United States now intends to pursue a more active policy in
the Pacific.

Japanese imperialism has already brought up the question of
a revision of the Washington Agreement with regard to naval
armaments in Geneva. The Washington Agreement fixed the pro-
portion of naval strength between the U.S.A., Great Britain and
Japan at 5:5:3, but Japan now demandsg an alteratmn of this-scale
to 10:10:9.

Japan carried out the first stage of its campaign with the open
support of British imperialism. French imperialism also supported
Japan. For a whole year the League of Nations cloaked Japan’s
robber drive into china. Even after its acceptance of the Lytton
Report the League of Nations has naturally done nothmg to hinder

Japdn’'s further annexations in any way.

The intensification of the imperialist antagonisms between J apan

and the United States and the war of Japanese imperialism in China
formed the basis for the restoration of the Anglo-Japanese alliance.
However, attempts in this direction have not yet leéd to any definite
result because the tremendous dimensions of the Japanese annexa-
tions in China and the intense dumping being pursued by Japan in
all the eastern and African markets have naturally led to a sharpen-
ing of the relations between Great Britain and Japan. The in-
tensification of the crisis in China and the practical subjugation of
South-Eastern China by British imperialism brings the collision of
imperialist interests in the Pacific very close. At the same time the
so-called armistice in North China strengthens the continued ad-
vance of Japanese imperialism against Inner Mongolia, the advance
of Japanese troops to the frontiers of the Mongolian People’s Re-
public, and the Japanese aggression against the Soviet Union. The
re-equipment of the Japanese Army, the feverish preparations for
a great war on the Asiatic Continent and the ceaseless provocations
on the Chinese Eastern Railway are all signs of the rapid approach
of an armed intervention against the Soviet Union in the Far Fast,

* * * £ *

The conduct of the war has mot failed to have its effects on
the internal and economic situation of Japan itself. The depre-
ciation of the Yen and the tremendous fall in the price of silk, to-
gether with the drop in rice prices have caused an intensification
of the already chronic agrarian crisis in Japan. The Japanese
government was compelled to allot 500 million Yen to support, the
ruined landowners and rich peasants and to regulate. the :debt
problem in agriculture. However, the main peasant masses, the
masses of the poor and middle peasantry, have gained little as a
result. The situation of the working-class, of the urban middle
classes and petty-bourgeoisie, and the situation of the peasantry
are deteriorating at an unexampled rate. Japanese finance capital
and the Japanese landowners are not only waging war against the
Chinese people, they are also warring against the Japanese workers
and peasants. Workers’ strikes and peasant revolts are following
each other rapidly.

¢ Dlngerous ideas ”’ are penetrating into the masses of
workers at'an increasing speed. Japanese Ministers have pub-
licly admitted that Communisim is not only penetrating into the
ranks of the urban proletariat, but also into the masses of the
peasantry, and still worse for them, into the barracks and onto the
warships. Communist groups were discovered on three of Japan’s
biggest warships and even in officers’ schools.

Police raid is following on police raid, mass arrests are follow-
ing on mass arrests, but the Communist Party of Japan is un-
broken. TIts central organ appears regularly every three days
despite all the efforts of the police and is dlstmbuted in tens of
thousands of copies.

On the one hand the Communist movement is growmg, and on
the other hand the fascist movement is also growing. Under the
pressure of an intense military and police terror a polarisation of
class forces is taking place. The intensification of class contra-
dictions in Japan has reached such an intense pitch that at any
moment the country may find 1tse1f face to face with a revolutlonarx
crisis.

66, 000 Tractors in Three Years!

Moscow, June 18.°

In the first three years of its existence the Stalingrad Tractor
Works have turned out 66,000 tractors. At present the daily out-
put of tractors is 144. In 1930 only 1,000 tractors were delivered,
in 19381 the output had reached 18, 500 and in 1932 it had reached
29,000. During the first five II‘OIlthS of 1933 16,000 tractors were
dehvered The rate of production has increased twelvefold Dur-
ing this year the Works have also delivered spare parts to the
value of several million roubles for Soviet farms and Machine
Tractor Stations. Every month 120 mowing machines and thresh-
ing machines are produced. 1In the construction department a new
lighting system for tractors has been invented, enabling the
tractors to work 'day and night. The Stalingrad Works are now
turning out a special type of caterpillar tractors of 60 h.p. with
a speed of 45 kilometres per hour. These ﬁgures give the direct
lie to the bourgeois and socialist press who, owing to the difficul-
ties of the first ‘months, had declared that the Stalmgrad Works
were a complete failure.
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Socialist Construction in the Soviet Union

The Way of the Soviet Village to Socialism
and Prosperity

By our Special Correspondent, L. F. Boross. N

i1l. The First of May on the Coilective Farm

The fight of the collective village for socialism and prosperity
is being waged on three main fronts: against the machinations
of the remnants of the class enemy, against the hostile forces of
nature (for mastering modern technique and organisation), and,
finally, against the possessing-class tradition in the minds of the
peasants themselves. The situation of the fight on the first two
fronts requires a detailed study; the victory on the last front,
the tremendous changes in the mental outlock of the great masses
of “the collective peasants, strike one at the very- first visit.
The' drawing of hundreds of thousands, or perhaps millions, of
collective peasants into socialist forms of work (socialist competi-
tion, shock brigades) is one of the greatest victories the Bolsheviki
have achieved in this year's spring sowing campaign. Even
to-day there are still considerable elements of the old individual
farming traditions among sections of the collective peasants.
Nevertheless one can say without exaggeration that the collective
peasant of to-day'is quite a different type of man from the col-
lective peasant of 1929.

In the first period of mass collectivisation (about 1929-1931)
there were still large masses of vacillating peasants who joined
the collective farms, then left them amnd joined them again.
Collectivisation, it is true, called forth in them hopes of a better
life, but at the same time fear of the unknown, of the unac-
customed.

To-day there is no longer anybody who would willingly leave
the collective farm. The most important agricultural districts
of the Soviet Union are completely collectivised. In the Besent-
shuk district I could nowhere find any individual peasants.

I met individual peasants in another district, in the neigh-
bourhood of the village of Isobilnoje, South of Orenberg. They
were ploughing their land together, so that I at first assumed
that they formed a part of a collective farm.

' ‘“ We are not in the collective farm,”’ said one of them
to me, ‘‘ but we see how well the collective farms progress
and we have decided to plough our land together.”

The most difficult step in the fight against the old traditions
in the minds of the collective peasants was the abandonment of
their attachment to their ‘‘ own bit of land.” As soon, however,
as the tractor, the living example, Communist enllghtenment
work and, not Ieast the fight which the collective peasants fought
against thelr former exploiters and bloodsuckers, the kulaks,
heIped' them over the difficulties of this step, as soon as they
began to feel at home on the collective farm, as soon as they
began te-work with the tractors and -combines themselves, as
soon as they felt the brotherly helping hand of the industrial
proletariat, as is only possible on the collective farms, a further
path was opened for the development of their consciousness. In
the first place, the tractors and machines (offered them in the
form of the Machine and Tractor Stations by the urban prole-
tariat) brought home to their minds more sharply than anything
else that their interests extend mot only beyond the boundaries
of their individual farms, but also beyond the boundaries of the
collective farms. The mass of the collective peasants began to
feel and see that the interests of the collective farm are insepar-
ably bound up with the interests of the proletarian State. The
enthusiasm of the peasants in the years 1918-19 for the Soviet
State when it divided the lands of the big landowners among
them for their own use and benefit, is now experiencing a re-
birth on a higher plane. A peasant, a member of the collective
farm ¢ ¢ Gigant No. 27 of the village of Preobrashenskoje, said
to me

’

¢ The kulaks agltated against the collective farms They
maintained ’oha?b thé-Soviet- Power gave us)the Iand and then
took it away from us again.

‘“ The fellow would have very much liked to take us in
~with his yarns. And such people made many of us vacillate.
We were not certain whether we should join the collective
farm then or not. Now we see what absolutely ridiculous
nonsense they tried to stuff into our heads. The collectivisa-
tion -has not taken away the land from -us, but has made it
really ours. It is only mow that we realise how valuable the
land is to us. The common cultivation of the land is now
leading us forwards; forwards, I tell you, forwards! Do the
peasants-in your country also read the speeches of Comrade
‘Stalin?  They surely know that he said that we collective
peasants must all become prosperous. If the harvest turms
. out well this year, all of us on this collective farm will also
be well off.
: ‘“ The Soviet Power has always helped us. It has given
us land; it has freed us from the landowners; it has helped
_ us to liquidate the kulaks; and now we not only feel its help,
we know that we ourselves are the Soviet Power.”

““ We ourselyes are the Soviet Power.”” Two days later I
saw an illustration of this. I was sitting in the Besentchuk
village Soviet and observed through the window a peasant with
an old hunting rifle on his shoulder, with two other peasants in
front of him. Arrived at the village Soviet, he handed over

‘his, rifle to a member of the village Soviet Who was passing, and

said to him: ‘“ See that the beggars do not escape.” He then

entered and reported:

‘“ We caught these two kulaks as they were stealing our
wheat, the property of the collective farm. I deliver the
kulaks over to you. Give me an acknowledgment,” he said
to the chairman of the village Soviet.

The peasant was the watchman of the kolchos storehouse.
He felt himself to be part of the Soviet Power, and acted accord-
ingly when he arrested the kulaks who attempted to steal the
common property.

From this consciousness of benng part of the Soviet Power
it is only a step further to the consciousness of international
class solidarity, which is promoted by the work of the Party
nuclei, by the school, by the public reading of newspapers, and
all other institutions.

I spent the first of May in the v111age of Ossmskz, on the
¢ Neubach ” collective farm. Already in the field I noticed that,
instead of the usual form of greeting, the peasants greeted each
other with the words: ‘‘ Good wishes for the First of May!”
The reading hut was decorated by the peasants with big posters
made of sheets of newspaper painted red, bearing the inscrip-
tion: ‘¢ Warmest greetings to the pohtlcal prisoners of capital,
to the vietims of fascist terror!’”  On the wall there was a
printed illustrated poem with the heading: *° Red Front‘ »”
The wall newspaper contained a leadlng article, written in a
peasant’s crude handwriting, on the meaning of the First of May
as a fighting day for mobilising all the revolutiomary forces
against world capital. The collective farm peasants listened
attentively to the short speech delivered by one of their number,
who had been sent to study at the Samara agricultural high
school, :on the international situation. They then bombarded the
speaker and me for hours with questions on the situation of the
peasants abroad, on the relations between Germany and Framce;
they asked what the German proletariat was doing to combat the
terror of the Hitler government; -they asked gquestions about
China and Japam. Some collective farm peasants asked: whether
it was an exaggeration on the part of the press when it reported
that there was so much unemployment abroad. In response to
the demands of the younger people present, I had to describe in
detail the lifé'of the unemployed in Germany. But here, and in
the other villages in which I was, the question: mest frequertly
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asked was: ‘“ How is Comrade Thélmann getting on? Is his
life in danger? What is being done to save him? *’

There then followed the presentation of prizes to the best
collective peasants, headed by the best shock-brigader on the
farm, Comrade Miroshnikov. IHe expressed thanks for the prize,
which consisted of money and cloth, and called upon the other
collective peasants to redouble their efforts in order to promote
the collective farm:

“ The better we work, the less the imperialists will ven-
ture to attack us. The better off we become, the easier will
it be for our class brothers abroad to follow our example.”
This was the conclusion of a speech by the one-time muzhik

Miroshnikov, who first learnt to read and write under the Soviet
Power, who formerly was not interested in anything apart from
his miserable piece of land and his cow, and is now the pride of
the collective farm and a fighter for the world revolution of the
toilers. .

(To be continued.)

The Spring of Socialist Farming-
By N. Buchwald

II. “ MORGENROT.”

At the district Soviet in Ewpatoria 1 obtained a list of
Kolhozes in the neighbourhood, which included good, bad and
indifferent ones. - Topping the list was the German collective
farm ‘‘ Morgenrot”’ (‘“ Dawn ). ' The District Agricultural
Director happened to be going that way, so he offered me a lift
in his battered old dodge.

We travelled the distance of several miles along a dirty road
which was really nothing more than a trail across the vast stretch
of fields. The steppe (prairie) in this section has been fully
subdued by man, but the name persists, and the local farmers
speak of going out to the steppe when they mean their fields.
The land is perfectly level, with hardly a landmark to indicate
direction. @ We had the road all to ourselves, except for an
occasional truck laden with gasoline for the tractors or with
seeds for the sowing brigades working in the meighbourhood. In
striking contrast to these fast and furious trucks was a hay-
waggon drawn by a pair of oxen. Perched on top of the hay-
load was a young girl of Mongolian appearance. She leaned her
elbows on the hay, resting her head in her hands and gazing
into the steppe, apparently just as unmindful of the oxem as the
oxen were unmindful of her. ‘This idyllic picture struck me as
being out of step with the times, but the Agricultural Director
of the Evpatoria District was rather in favour of oxen, preferring
them to horses for heavy hauling along bad roads. Live draught-
power, he explained, was indispensable on a large farm, even if
the basic processes of cultivation are fully mechanised, and oxen
can stand the parching heat better than horses.

The ‘* Morgenrot ’ kolhoz is also the seat of the local rural
Soviet. Both at the office of the kolhoz administration and at the
Soviet we found only a clerk or two at work. .The manager of
‘“ Morgenrot ’ and the chairman of the Soviet were both away.
The secretary of the Party nucleus was also out. They were ‘‘ out
in the steppe,’’ we were told, and would probably return for lunch
in an hour or so. The Agricultural Director beamed with
approval. When the leaders are out in the field instead of stay-
ing at the office, it is a sign of good work, good leadership—a good
kolhoz. This was no ordinary time, he pointed out, it was spring
sowing when every day counts and every hectare won in the race
with the weather means a better crop. There are a thousand and
one things to attend to during the spring sowing, and a good
‘“hozyain *’ (boss, manager) should be out in the fields, inspect
the brigades, see if the machines work right, check up on the
quality of the work and on the area covered

The hour of waiting for the ‘‘ bosses ’” we spent in inspecting
the dairy farm and the pig farm of the kolhoz. A chippery old
man, the agricultural expert of the kolhoz, soon joined us and
showed us through the place. The pigsty of ‘ Morgenrot ’’ was
very clean and smelled of silo and disinfectants. With great pride
the old agriculturist pointed out the pedigreed boars and the pure
stock obtained through a couple of years of careful breeding. The
cowbarn was just as clean and well-kept. Two monstrous bulls
were kept chained in a separate shed. ‘° What do you think of
these. boys? ”’ the old man exclaimed lovingly, “they were born
and raised here—purest blood ! »? :

The old agriculturist was an Ukrainian. I learned later that
he was a scientist of standing. - Some of the leading experts of the
Agricultural Institute at Leningrad were among his former
pupils.. He was the director of a local agricultural school and was
ab the same time advising the ‘‘ Morgenrot ’’ farmers in the
matter of scientific farming. This old scientist had the enthu-
siasm and buoyancy of a Komsomoletz (young Communist).
Under the old order he used to advise landowners and czarist
officials on various agrarian matters. His advanced ideas were
scaffed at and his suggestions for 1mpr0vement viewed with dis-
trust and susplcmn———the distrust and suspicion of the ignorant.
Under the Soviet regime he has every opportunity to apply his
knowledge and to engage in experimentation. ‘' Morgenrot ”’
had given him a: comfortable home and made him a full-fledged
member: of. the kolhoz, but that is not all. - The kolhoz set aside
for him a score of acres of land for his experiments of ‘ bionisa-
tion ’—a process of treating seeds with certain concentrated
chemicals which act at.once as fungicides and stimulants, In the
first year he doubled the yield of corn on the experimental area.
This year something like two hundred hectares (about five hun-
dred acres) will be  bionised.” The neighbouring kolhozes
heard of the good.results of the experiment, and a veritable pil-
grimage began to the modest little home of the old agriculturist.
Now ‘‘ bionisation »’ is quite the vogue in that section, and the
extension of the process is checked only by the lumted supply of
needed chemical concentrates:

¢ Morgenrot *’ was well ahead of its schedule sowmg, when
I visited the kolhoz. - By the Ist.of April they had finished their
““ early >’ sowing of wheat (some five hundred hectares) and were
beginning to plough for winter sowing, They were ready to start
their sowing of corn, pollyseeds and other late crops.. Men and
women were busy in the vineyard and the extemsive vegetable
garden. Excellently equipped shops, including a smithy, a wood-
working shop and a harness shop, were going full blast. *f The
Germans love to work,’’ the old Ukrainian commented,

_ The kolhoz manager, the Soviet. chairman and -the secretary
of the Party nucleus returned from the fields. With them came a
strapping young man in high boots and higher spirits. He was
the manager of - the nelghbourmg Jewish kolhoz ‘‘Icor.”” He
came on an important mission; to consult with the authorities of
‘‘ Morgenrot ’’ how “‘ Icor ”fcould beat them in the race for the
better sowing in the spring campaign. Now, this may sound as
a joke, but the authorities of ‘“ Morgenrot ’’ really coached their
rival how to defeat them in the race. This is the difference
between contests in capitalist countries and socialist competition
in the Soviet Union. It is a matter of honour for the competing
individuals or? érganisations to “help :6ne: another obtain “best
results, for-the-cumulative result of their efforts redeunds to -the
beneﬁt of socialist construction as a whole.

““ Who do you think will win the race? *’ T asked the ¢ Jeor ™
manager; and he replied with candour:

“I don’t think we stand a chance to beat v‘ \Icrgenrot’
They are an excellent outfit, they know how to work; their horses
are in splendld condition, their brigades click perfectly, their
machinery is in fine shape.”

“Yours is not a bad outfit, either,” I comphmented him on
the basis of the information I had obtained at the District Soviet
in Evpatoria. The young Jewish farm leader replied: ¢ That
does not satisfy us. -We’ve got to do better than we are doing.
That is why I have suggested to challenge ‘ Morgenrot.’” We’ll
have to work hard and work well to finish a good second.”

After an excellent lunch of soup, meat, kasha, and milk, with
plenty of tasty white bread, served us at the communal mess-
hall (the same meal was carrxed to the workers out in the steppe
in huge metal containers), we went into the ‘‘ Lenin Corner ”’ in
the village club. The room was immaculate, the red cloth cover-
ing the large table was spotless, and the pictures of Lenin and
Stalin were doubly impressive against a background of fine posters
portraying the class struggle 1n Germany Here I obtained much
information on the history of ‘‘ Morgenrot > and on the general
condition of the kolhoz. What is now a Soviet collective used to
be a landowner’s estate. The landowner disappeared with the
disappearance of czarism, but the kolhoz did not come into being
before the recent campaign of collectivisation. A number of
kulaks still exploited the labour of poor farm hands when the
tide of collectivisation reached ‘‘ Morgenrot.”” Several of those
parasites were ‘‘ dekulaked ”’ and exiled,:their fine homes and
stock reverting to the newly formed kolhoz Included in this con-
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fiscated property was a flour mill. Its owner was an engineer
who had himself installed the engine and other machinery. He
was ‘‘‘dekulaked ”’ and exiled ; but apparently the urge of creative
work triumphed in him over his class grudge, for this ex-kulak, I
was told, now works as an engineer in the Urals, trusted by the
Soviet authorities as an honest and capable specialist.

_ The present population of ‘‘ Morgenrot,”” about three hun-
dred in all, consist of former farm hands and poor and middle
peasants. They live very well and the comparison with their con-
ditions prior to the collectivisation is entirely in favour of the
latter. Before 1929 the average income per peasant family was
about 300 roubles, now it is 2,000 roubles. This does not include
the substantial income’ derived by each kolhoznik from his own
cow, hogs, hens and vegetable patch. The kolhoz as a whole is
clear of debts, and the members of the kolhoz have good homes,
goodclothes, ample food and a chance to enjoy their leisure in a
cultural way. ‘“Morgenrot’’ has an excellent school, a fine nur-
sery and kindergarten, a communal kitchen and mess-hall. They
are planning a new club-house; a bath-house, and the installation
of telephones There are seven Party members in the com-
munity, six candidates and eight members of the Komsomol.
They all work in the fields and by way of * nagruzka '’ (public
work without pay) they head the various departments of the local
Soviet.

The Manager of ¢ Morgenrot’’ had one bitter complaint
against the Soviet authorities in Evpatoria: they have ‘¢ confis-
cated '’ practically every issue of the kolhoz ** wall paper.”” The
reason for the confiscation is that the ‘ wall paper >’ brought out
by the kolhozniks of ‘“ Morgenrot *’ is invariably one of the finest
specimens’of non-professional rural journalism. Copies of it may
be found displayed not only at the Evpatoria Soviet, but also in
the capital of Crimea. Since every issue is entirely hand-written
and decorated, they cannot produce more than one copy at a time.

" Early in the evening I returned to Evpatoria in a carriage
driven by a pair of fine horses of the “ Morgenrot ’’ stables. The
steppe stretched in every direction, and the twilight lent a sense
of infinity to the countryside. From ¢« Morgénrot »’ my thoughts
surged back to the Congress of Collective Farmers in Moscow.
And again'I remembered the question asked by the Soviet leaders
and delegates alike ; if these kolhozes succeeded, why not the rest?
Given good work and good Bolshevik management, every kolhoz
can become a * Morgenrot.”” Given several years of experience
and Bolshevik vigilance—and every Soviet kolhoz will become a
“ Morgenrot »”

The Cofoperatwe Movement

Eleve_nth International Co-operative Day

Appeal of the Co-operative Section of the E.C.C.!.

To the Co-operative members all over the world! Men and women
workers!  Employees and housewwes' Members of the Con-
sumers’ Societies!

Hunger and misery are invincibly stalking through the capltal-
ist world. ' Notwithstanding the full warehouses and granaries, in-
creasingly wide sections of the labouring masses are sinking deeper
into want and ruin.

Every attempt, of the capitalists and their governments to find
a way out of the crisis takes place at the expense of the working
class, means further unemployment and new wage cuts, means re-
duction of war, old age, invalids’ and social pensions and further
1mpover1shment and destitution.

" The Consumers’ Societies which are supposed to be a prop for

the proletariat in the struggle with the bourgeoisie, are being

transformed by the reformist leaders into a pillar of capltahst
economy. They are bound up Wlth the capitalist system in pros-
perity or in failure.

The crisis is also shaking the co-operatives. The sheet-anchor
of the bureaucracy of the co-operatives is composed of wage re-
ductions, d1smlssals and intensified exploitation in the co-opera-
tives.

But that is not. yet enough‘ Tn every action of the working
class’ agalnst wage reductions and. further impoverishment and
oppression by the bourgeoisie, the co-operative leaders, under the
‘bannet of ‘political neutrality, render active ald to the capltahsts in
their attack against the'workers.

’ In'those countries where the increased attack of the bourgeoisie

against the working class also involves the consumers’ co-operatives
through new taxes and other burdens, the reformists in the co-
operatives limit themselves to sham actions and try to continue the
policy of collaboration with the bourgeoisie with every means at
their disposal.

The establishment of the open fascist dictatorship in Germany
was actively supported and promoted by the bureaucrats in the co-
operatives. Co-operative and other establishments of the workers
were delivered to fascism without resistance and were sacrificed
to destruction. The pennies which the co-operative members saved
in the course of many years while depriving themselves of necessi-
ties were handed over to fascism. The hypocritical theory of the
co-operatives about the ‘‘ peaceful growth into Socialism,’’ which
has been preached for decadés has been converted into the very
opposite. With the policy based upon this theory they have actually
grown into fascism.

The International Co-operative Alliance has given open proof
of its bankruptcy. A proposal of German social democracy sufficed
to make the Alliance refrain from taking any stand whatever
against the fascist occupation. and destruction of the consumers’
co-operatives in Germany.

Under the cloak of pacifist phrases and by referring to the
League of Nations—which they characterise as the shield of peace
and which in reality is an instrument of the big imperialist powers—
the reformist co-operative leaders support the war policy of their
own governments. They actively demand armed preparations for a
war of intervention against the Soviet Union by their participation
in the campaigns of incitement and slander.

Men and women workers, members of the co-operatives!
Despite the enormous accumulation of foodstuffs and other articles
of mass use, the prices for the most necessary food products and
articles of mass use are constantly increasing. Hitler has increased
the price of margarine—the most essential product for the poor—
by one and a half times in the course of two months. Hitler has
also raised the price of meat, bread, niilk, and other articles of mass
consumption.

In England, France and Czechoslovakia, the most important
foodstuffs for the Worklng class are also becommv dearer. In order
to keep up the high prices, the cheap foreign products are con-
tinually having higher duties imposed upon them and curtailment
and prohibition of 1mp0rts are constantly being decreed.

‘The consumers’ societies of the workers are being burdened
with high taxes in:order to help the small shopkeepers who are
being hard pressed by the crisis. That means a further increase in
priees for the toiling masses.

All this brings about a catastrophic decline in the sales of the
consumers’ societies; the co-operative. members make their pur-
chases in the cheapest food stores of the large retail undertakings.
All the savings and the money for dividends are being lost in specu-
lation, bankruptmes and the stoppage of payment can already be
lecorded in large numbers.

‘The Revolutionary Co-operative Opposition—the sole repre-
sentative of the interests of the members—ﬁghts for cheap prices,
against the extortion of duties and taxes, against any wage and
relief reductions, for the support of strikes and the struggles of the
unemployed,” against fascism, war and the war danger, for the
defence of the Soviet Union.

‘The teforinist co-operativé leaders respond to the mobilisation
of the co-operative members’ for tliese demands by the Revolutionary
Co-operative Opposition ,w1th police measures, the stoppage of
deliveries and credits, expulsion of individual members and entire
co-operatives. In Germany and in Czechoslovakia, Revolutionary
Consumers’ Societies are being expelled by the reformists. The
Soviet Co-operatives are about to be expelled from the Alliance.

Workers, Co-operative members, look to the Soviet Union.
Thousands and tens of thousands of new enterprises are being built
here. The primitive individual peasant farms are for the most part
being merged into collective farms. . In the course of three years
over two hundred thousand collective farms have been established ;
they embrace sixty-five per cent. of all the peasants and are
equipped with the most medern machinery. There is no unemploy-
ment here, the worker does not have to fear this spectre here. The
standard of life and the cultural level of the workers and peasants
is constantly growing.- The Soviet Co-operatives take an important
part in this construction, they are contributing to the building up
of Socialism.

Co-operative Members!

Men and Women Workers! The at-
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tainment of Socialism is only possible through unswerving class
struggle, through the forcible overthrow of the bourgeoisie, through
the path which the victorious Russian proletariat has trodden and
continues to tread with all consistency.

Co-operative Members! Demonstrate at the Internatlonal Co-
operative Day! Join the common fighting front of the proletariat!
Enrol in the revolutionary united front in the struggle for the
following demands :—

Against the raising of prices, for the sale of native products at
export prices.

Against Fascist Dictatorship and the break-up and destruction
of the Co-operatives and other workers’ organisations.

Against new tax-burdens on the workers’ consumers’ societies
and for the cancellation of those taxes which are particularly
burdensome to them.

Obituary

Death of Clara Zetkm

Against wage-cuts and further dismissals, against the plundef-
ing of the toilers by tariffs and taxes.

For adequate relief to the unemployed and their mclusmn into
the process of production.

For revolutionary mass struggle, against armaments and im-
perialist war.

Fight against the expulsion of the Soviet Co-operatives from
the Alliance!

Exert all your fighting power agamst provocations and for the
defence of the Soviet Union—the Fa therland of the toilers of the
whole world!

Long live the united fighting front of the proletarlat!

Long live Socialism!

Co-operative Section of the E.C.C.l.

Veteran Flghter of the

Communist Internatlonal

Moscow, June 20.

The Executive CQmMittee of the Communist International

deeply regrets to announce the death of Clara Zetkin, member of
the Presidium of the Executive Committee of the Communist Inter-
national, Chairman of the International Women’s Secretariat in
the E.C.C.l., and member of the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of Germany, an old fighter for the international pro-

letarian revolution and for the triumph of Socialism.

Death took place on June 20 at 2.10 a.m. at Archangelsk, near
Moscow.

Shortly before the completion of her 76th year, death has taken
Clara Zetkin from our midst. From her early youth, Clara Zetkin
devoted her life to the revolutionary fight for the emancipation of
the working class. More than 50 years of her life were filled with
undaunted revolutionary work, inseparably bound up with the
history of the German and the international labour movement.

Born in a Saxon family of school teachers, Clara Zetkin
came to Leipzig when twenty years old, to attend the Teachers’
Training College. During her stay in Leipzig she came into con-
tact with political refugees from Russian Poland. In her inter-
course with them she received her first Marxist training. Here she
became acquainted with the Polish refugee, Ossip Zetkin, and
through him got into close connection with the intellectual fights of
the Russian labour movement then beginning. After Ossip Zetkin
was expelled as an ‘‘ undesirable alien”’ from Germany, Clara
Zetkin followed him first to Switzerland and then to Paris. In
Paris she had a hard life. Her husband fell ill with an incurable
disease. By giving lessons, by translations and writing articles, she
had to earn a living for hnn and her two sons. Soon after the death
of her husband in 1889, Clara Zetkin returned to Germany, after
the anti-socialist law had been repealed. She was employed by the
publishing house of the social-democratic party, the Dietz Publish-
ing House in Stuttgart. In 1892 she took over the editorship of
the ‘¢ Gleichheit ”’ (equality), the women’s newspaper of the
social-democratic party. She was a popular speaker, and in her
position as the editor of the ‘‘Gleichheit?” Clara Zetkin
considered it her main task to educate the proletarian
women in class-consciousness and to save them from the
bourgeois women’s moverent. Clara Zetkin expounded the
difference between the proletarian and the bourgeois women’s move-
ment with keenness and clearness in her newspaper. 1t was, thanks
to her, that the proletarian women’s movement, from its very be-
ginning, acted as a part of the general labour movement, com-
pletely independent of the bourgeois suffragette movement. Clara
Zetkin not only determined the aims and direction of the socialist

women’s movement internationally, but she helped indefatigably to
extend and deepen it and did invaluable educational work. She
collected a large circle of collaborators round her paper, who were
at the same time active agitators under her leadership among prole-
tarian women.

Under her editorship the ¢ Gleichheit ’’ became an’ergan of
class struggle, until in 1915 the pro-war central committee of the
social-democratic party took it away from her.

Comrade Clara Zetkin did important and responsible work in
the international women’s movement: She was the organiser and
leader of the women’s conference, which, beginning in 1900, took
place every two years in Germany before the social-democratic
party congresses, representatives of all countries taking part in
them. On her initiative the creation of an International Sdcialist
Women’s Secretariat was decided at the first International Soeialist
Women’s Conference, which was held at the same time as the Stutt-
gart Congress in 1907. She was elected -the first socialist women’s
secretary. Three years later, in the summer of 1910, the Second
International Socialist Women’s Conference was held in Copen-
hagen. On the initiative of Clara Zetkln March 8 was then fixed
as International Women’s Day.

Although Clara Zetkin devoted all her unrestrained energy to
this special task of working among the proletarian women, she also
gained increasing influence in revolutionising the entire inter-
national labour movement. She always stood in the front line in
the inner party fights of the German social democracy against re-
formism. In her fight against reformist policy and against social-
imperialism, she stood shoulder to shoulder with Rosa Luxemburg,
with whom she was bound by strong ties.of friendship. Both led
the fight agamst Bernstein’s attempts to undermine the principles
of Marxism in order to induce the working class to renounce the
fight for socialism. While Kautsky left no stone unturned to break
the point of this fight by maintaining that nothing concrete could
be said about the problem of proletarian dictatorship, it was Clara
Zetkin who took up this fight with inexorable keenness. When
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David;: the: theeretigal underling of Bernstein, rejected the slogan
of proletarian dictatorship in a series of articles in the ¢ Sozialist-
ische Monatshefte,”’” Clara published an article in the ‘¢ Gleichheit,”
in which. she exposed the point of view of the reformists as ‘‘ slave
morality.”” ) ‘

When the world war broke out, Clara was the first among the
West Kuvopean- socialists who tried te restore the severed con-
nections with the comrades in other countries. ¥or this purpose
she conwvoked the Women's Conference in Berne in 1915. The
publication and:circulation. of the Berne manifesto were the cause
of her being interned for several months. Together with Rosa
Luxemburg. and. Franz: Mehring .she published the first number of

the ‘¢ Internationale” in July, 1915. The outbreak -of the
victorious revolution in Russia found Clara Zetkin at the side of

the revolutionary «Russian workers and their heroic Bolshevist
Party. Clara Zetkin’s way led logically via the Spartakus League
to the Communist Party and the Communist International. Clara
Zetkin could not attend the second congress of the Third Inter-
national—she was elected a member of the Reichstag and had to
speak there for the first time. In this speech Clara Zetkin declared
her sqlidarity with the Soviet Union and enthusiastically hailed the
vietory .of - proletarian dickatorship, In September, 1920, Clara
went to-the Seviet Union for the first time.” At that time tlie ninth
Party Conference of the Bolsheviks took place in the Sverdlov Hall
in the Kremlin. Comrade Lenin embraced her amidst the stormy
applause of the delegates and praised her great scrvices in the fight
for the freedom of the proletariat.

At the third congress of the Communist-International, Com-
rade Clara was elected member of the Presidium of the Executive
Committee, which function she held up to her death.

Her revolutionary work in the ranks of the Communist Inter-

national was so great and rich, that it cannot possibly be even out-
lined in a few words. She took an active part in all congresses and
important conferences. '

Her last public appearance in the international arena .was in
1932, at the Amsterdam Anti-War Congress. A few days after-

wards she opened the newly-elected Reichstag as the oldest mem- .

ber—in spite of the infamous. slanders and the murder threats of
the fascists. She closed her fighting speech against fascist dictator-
ship with a glowing confession for the fighting united front. I
hope to live long enough to ogen the first Soviet Congress in Soviet
Germany ’—that was her last wish.

In_ spite of ther physical infirmity—she was nearly blind and
more or less bedridden—Clara Zetkin still interested herself very
much in, the revolutionary movement up to the very last mometit.
Her la§t big - work—which she had nearly completed—was the
moblllsmg of the toiling masses for the fight against the danger of
intervention and against the treachery of social democracy.

With her indefatigable will to live, which had repeatedly over-
come all illnesses she wrote page after page in her own handwriting.
Every sentence, breathes her youthful spirit of battle, her wish to
ianpeakto.the tolling masgses to fight against the threatening danger
of  intervention against the Soviet Union and against the
treacherous policy of social democracy .

Clara, Zetkin followed: events in Germany vuth special atten-
tion from her sick bed. She was convinced of the final victory of
the proletarian revolution over fascist murder dictatorship.. Her
special attention was devoted to the victims of fascist terror. . As
chairman of ‘the International Red Aid, she published a stirring
appeal for the International Solidarity Week to save these victims.

Clara Zetkin answered the shameful capitulation of the Ger-
man social democracy with a defiant challenge, which occupied her
up to the very last hours of her life. The last sentences, which she
wrote with trembling hands, were as follows :—

‘“ When Francis I. of France lost the battle of Pavia, he wrote :
¢ All is lost save honour. Against this proud word the Second
International must declare: ¢ Everything is lost, and first of all
the honour.of having fought for the emanclpatxon of the prole-
tariat, the tmhng masses of the capitalist world.

"“ The fate of tlie Second International is again fulfilling itself,
as it has always done 5111(3() the German social democracy betrayed
revolutionary Marxism.’ -

Clara Zetkin was unable to finish this arhele With these
words of condemnation of the treacherous social democracy on her
lips, Clara Zetkin was torn from our ranks. Up to her last breath
she was a great revolutionary and an example for us all.

To.the Memory of Comrade Gussev

The Communist International has suffered the loss of Comragde
Sergei lvanovitch Gussev. Death has torn from our ranks an old
Bolshevik, a faithful warrior of the Leninist Guard, a fighter for
the October Revolution, a fighter for the world proletaman xevolu-
tion.

Comrade Gussev was a reserve member of the E}secu‘bne Com-
mittee of the Communist International and of its Presidium. He
brought with him to his work in the Comintern the richest revo-
lutionary experience both in the struggle of the working class in
Russia and on an international scale, experience which he had
accumulated in his 30 years of work in the Bolshevik Party under
the direct leadership of Lenin. His revolutionary work was most
closely connected with the entire history of the Leninist Party in
all its stages. In 1896 he joined the St. Petersburg Union of
Struggle for the Liberation of the Working Class at the moment
when the social democratic groups were pabsmg from propaganda
to the mass workers’ movement. In 1902, in Rostov,:he was the
leader of a mass strike, and his work is an example of how a mass
economic strike can be converted into a revolutionary political
strike. In 1903, when the split took place at the Second Congress

-of the Party, he stood without hesitation on the side of Lenin.

From this moment to the end of his life he carried on an in-
flexible struggle as a true Lenimist against Menshevism and all
forms of opportunism. In 1905, in Odessa, he gave his wide ex-
perience of revolutionary mass work for the solution of the tasks of
the 1905 Revolution. After the:- years of reaction, exile and
emigration, Gussev was in the foremost ranks of the organisers of
the October Revolution in the Petrograd revolutionary military
committee, utilising his enormous experience in the organisation
of the revolutionary mass movement and two revolutions for the
cause of the victory of the October Revolution. During the Civil
‘War, he rapidly mastered the intricacies of military science and
became. one of the organisers of the victory of the Red Army in
defending the first Fatherland of the International proletariat. The
Leninist Party assigned the most responsible leading posts to its
tried warrior. And always, in everything he did, Comrade Gussev
carried on an irreconcilable struggle for Leninism, against
Trotskyism, both on militaly questionts and on the questions of the
general policy of the Party in connectlon with the introduction of
N.E.P.

In 1923, Comrade Gussev was elected secretary of the Central
Committee of the C.P.8.U., and continued to work directly in the

‘C.P.S.U. until 1925, when he came to. work in the Comintern.

Such was the tremendous theoretical and practical experience
in the construction of thie Bolshevik Party together with Lenin and
Stalin, experience of the struggle for the proletarian revolution,
that Comrade Gussev brought to his work in the Comintern, so that
he could share the great historic experience of Bolshevism, experi-
ence of- international importance; with the young and growing

"Sections of the Comintern in capitalist countries.

Comrade Gussev played a big role in the work of the Com-
munist International. He possessed all the necessary qualities for
passing on the experience of the C.P.S.U. to.the Sections of the
Comintern. He knew the experience of work of the Party from
the first circles to the leadership of a great proletarian state. He
was thoroughly acquainted with the theory and practice of Lenin-
ism, as the result of his own thirty years of struggle with the
Party, together with the working class. In 1905 he took a practical
part in the struggle for consistently carrying through the bour-
geois democratic revolution under the hegemony of the proletariat,
fighting for its further growth into a proletarian revolution. He
was one of the organisers of the victory of the proletarian revolu-
tion in 1917. He knew the theory and practice of the work of a
nucleus, the organisation of strikes, demonstrations, the armed
insurrection. He knew the leadership of the Party from the nucleus
to the centre, the struggle against every shade of opportunism,
against bourgeois and petty-bourgeois influence on the proletariat
and its Party. He was exceptionally keen in his powers of Leninist
analysis of principles, and in his work, Comrade Gussev shared all
this with the comrades from Communist Parties in other countries.

In carrying out the behests of Lenin, Comrade Gussev did not
mechanically pass on the experience of the C. P.S.U. He carefully
studied the special features of the circumstances and the traditions
of the workers’ movement of the given country, the circumstances
of the given class conflict, etc., so as to establish which character-
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istics were similar and which were peculiar, and on this basis to set
out the tasks of the Party and the Party organisation.

As a true Bolshevik, a colleague of Lenin and Stalin, Bolshevik
firmness of principle stood out with particular plainness in all the
work of Comrade Gussev. He was possessed of exceptional
vigilance and keenness of Bolshevik -analysis when examining all
questions. He fought inflexibly for the correct line, in struggle
against -deviations, against Menshevism, against eounter-revolu-
tionary Trotskyism, against right and left opportunism. Comrade
Gussev had the gift of bringing into special prominence the
principles underlying a question, of giving a class analysis and
carrying on the line of the revolutionary proletariat in every con-
crete question, disclosing -and rejecting both in theory and in
practice all that had bheen introduced by the pressure of petty-

bourgeois elements, the social-democratic agents of the bourgeoisie"

among the working class.

With all his close adherence to principle, Comrade Gussev was
not abstract. An, analysis of principles served him so that he could
brilliantly single out the basic and most important link in which the
political and organisational sides of the question were combined,
and point out a clear political plan of practical work. It was this
which produced that clearness of thought, of approaching and set-
ting out any question, which distinguished him as a colleague of
the great leaders of the international proletariat. Comrade Gussev
was particularly vigilant regarding the proletarian nature of our
movement and leadership. With merciless keenness he disclosed
évery tendency to dilute our movement with ideas and practice alien
to the proletariat, simultaneously following the unswerving aim of
_converting the movement into a mass movement, of winning the
hegemony over the allies of the proletariat.

In his everyday work, Comrade Gussev gave special promin-
ence to the question of forming a basis for the Party in the
factories, of forming a mass Bolshevik press, proletarian Party
cadres, the development of inner. Party democracy and  self-
criticism, The comrades from the Communist Parties of other
countries know how much he brought into the matter of improving
‘the work-and construction-of the Sections of the Communist Inter-
national. ‘

As one of the leaders of the Communist International, Comrade
Gussev was possessed . of that modesty and absence of any striving
towards outward effect which distinguishes the best representatives
of the old Leninist Guard. He was a good comrade with exceptional
simplicity of manner. He had a quality which few possess of listen-
ing patiently and attentively to-the speeches and polemics of the
other comrades. But later he astonished his opponents by his
deeply thought-out reply, which was always true 1o Bolshevik
principles. Tt was for this reason that the comrades liked so much
to work with him, listening to him. and ‘taking note of his well
thought-out, fully matured and theoretically and practically well-
founded remarks and speeches. For those who knew him and
worked with him, his death is a bitter personal loss, the loss of a
beloved and experienced comrade who had the deepest personal
‘respect of all.

The death of Comrade Gussev is a great loss for the C.P.S.U.
and the'Comintern, for the international proletariat as a whole. In
spite of his sickness, Comrade Gussev was at his revolutionary post
until the very last -days. Communists and the revolutionary
workers can learn a great deal from Comrade Gussev. First of all
they should learn from Comrade Gussev his exceptional loyalty to
the cause of the proletarian revolution; his courage and firmness in
defence of the interests of the proletariat, his ability to form. a big
‘mass movement from small circles, his irreconcilability in defence
of the Leninist principles of the proletarian Party, his Bolshevik
modesty, simplicity and efficiency.

Comrade Gussev was the author of a number of literary works
both on internal and international questions. The most prominent
‘of them are: * The United Economic Plan, the United Apparatus,”’
‘published in 1920; ** The Lessons of the Civil War,” two editions,
1921; ‘* Our Differences in Military Matters;”" published in 1925;
‘* On the Threshold of New Fights,” published in 1929; and quite
recently he wrote a book, ‘“ The Second Party Congress.”” Besides
books and pamphlets, Comrade Gussev also wrote many articles on

- urgent questions of the international revolutionary movement.

Comrade Gussev devoted his life to the cause of the proletarian
revolution. The banncr under which he fought is now carried by
millions who are struggling against starvation, fascism, social
treachery, against war and the menace of intervention, for the
victory of the world proietarian revolution, The banner  of

‘work-in the factories.

tories be explained?

Leninism is carried on oné sixth of the globe by millions of workers

and collective farmers who -are - constructing .the mew  socialist
society. - We will rally our ranks closer under this banner, gather
around it:mew millions of proletarian fighters :against capitalism,

‘war ‘and fasecism. | :

The cause for which- Comrade Gussev fought will be: chirriéd to
the end, to the victory of world Communism.

Katayama, Zetkin, Heckert, Marty, Galo, W.an-Min, ‘Okano,
Rust, Weinstone, ‘Manuilsky, Keller, Piatnitsky, Belevsky norin,
Kuusinen, Losovsky, Bela Kun, Kastaniak.

-Kolarov, Stassova, Gopner, Chemodanov, Grossman, Gregor,
Angaretis, -Antikainen, Krumin, ~Postma, Tskhakaya, iskrov,
Mitskevich-Kapsukas, Dengel, Mehring, Mingulin, 1. Minkov.

Organisational Questions
The Practice of Factory Work

Time and time again we have to ‘deal -with ‘the question-of
In this sphére the work of the Comithunist
Party, in spite of a series of goad examples, is still unsatisfactory
upon the whole, and we have to state that theleading organs
of the C.P.s do notpay the neeessary attention or shew the proper
insistence in -carrying out ‘the directives of the Caminternan
the question ‘of shifting the centre:.of Party work to the factories.

How can the weakness of the work of the C.P.s:in-the fac-
First of all, of course, by.the difficulties.
The ruling classes understand very well what danger. arises: for
the whole capitalist regime from the successful work of the C.P.
in the factories. Therefore, with the help of the pelice,. spies
and the reformist leaders, the factories, and especially the big
factories, are guarded by the bourgeoisie like the apple of ‘their
eye. But. the basic cause of the weak work -of the Communist
Party in the factories is the unsatisfactory leadership -of this work
by the Sectional and District Committees and the unsatisfactory
leadership of the work of the Sections and ‘the District Coimmittees
in this matter by the C.C. of the Communist Party.

The increased repression of the Communist Party enhances
the importance of the factory nuclei for the further .development
of Party work. The-German comrades are becoming convinced
now as a result of their own experience that in some cases it is
less dangerous to distribute Party literature in the factories than
outside, that in the factories it has been .pessible.in a mumber
of cases to fight successfully against the arrest of Party function-
aries, etc. The present article deals with some ‘ old ” bhut still
very real questions of elementary rules-of conspiraey in the work
of a factory nucleus. In order to be more concréte in rajsing
these ‘questions there is' the report of ‘a member of a factary
nucleus of the C.P. of France in a big French factory which is of
great importance and is internationally known with regard to ‘the
organisation of espionage and provocation. - B :

The first question is that of the contacts between the’factory
nucleus and the section committee. The comrade writes that
there are 36 bodies claiming to have ‘the right to direct the work
of the factory nucleus—some people of the section or district

‘Party committees, then:of the T.U. ocouncil, then:of the C.GIT.U.,

ete., and none of them have clearly défined limits of responsi-
bility, and; in addition, the majority of these comradesareknown
to the police as Communists and leading workers of the imitary
trade unions. They get into contact with the workers of . ite
nucleus without observing the elementary rules of conspiracy,
and as the result all the activists of the nucleus are-diseovered.

How should contacts be organised between the:section com-
mittees and the factory muclei? '

One of the best forms of contact is when a.leading worker
of the factory committee is a member of the section ¢ommittee
and participates in its work. : :

Obviously we ‘cannot have: representatives ‘of »every:nacleus
in-the section committee. Nevertheless, representatives of:the
biggest factory nuclei must ‘certainly be in the ‘district-commitiee
and the section committee. Besides this, the factory nuclei must
be .distributed. among the members of the. section committee and
the instructors in such a mamner that every factory nucleus will
have a responsible representative of the section committee whose
duty it will be to inform the nucleus of the work of the section
committee and the directives of the higher Party ‘orgatis which
control and instruct the nucleus in carrying out Party decisian
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and, on the other hand, this comrade will inform the section com-
mittee of the work of the nucleus. This instructor must have
constant contacts with the bureau of the mucleus and, in illegal
conditions, with one of the members of the bureau, usually the
secretary of the nucleus. He must become directly acquainted
with all the basic work of the nucleus, assist it in particular on
the question of strengtheming the work of the nucleus in the
departments and shops, with the aim of bringing in wider masses
of workers. - In big factories, shop groups of Party organisers
should be formed and, where possible, shop nuclei. As for the
mass erganisations—T.U., L.R.A., etc.—which have groups in the
factories, they must establish independent contacts with them,
especially in countries where the C.P. is illegal, not permitting the
leading committees of the mass organisations to have contacts
with their factory organisation through the Party nucleus, as
this would help to disclose the nucleus.

Of course, even in the most illegal comdxtmns, the nucleus
through its members and through Communist fractions must lead
the work of all the factory mass. organisations.

The second question is about meetings of the factory nuclei.
The same comrade describes how he looked for a meeting of his
nucleus.. He was given the address at a certain cafe. He came
to this cafe at the appointed day and hour and found about
twenty workers, who explained to him that this was a meeting
of ‘another nucleus and that his nucleus met in this cafe on the
previous day. ' :

It is 'scandalous to convene the meetlng in a cafe where the
police c¢an always openly carry on espionage. It is still more
scandalous to ‘confuse the dates and that comrades of another
nucleus should know about this confusion, when they should not
have knmown anything at all about it. ‘And, in general, a meet-
ing should not have been organised in a place where another
nucleus meets. ~ But matters became still worse. The comrade
again applied to the section committee and received a different
address, again in a cafe. He came to this cafe and again found
a different meeting. He remained at the meeting, and no one
asked him why he had come, etc. Further, the comrade partici-
pated in thie discussion on the question of the work im big fac-
tories. During this discussion the member of the bureau of the
section committee who was attached to this nucleus arrived, and
when he saw a stranger there he wanted to remove him, deciding
that he must be a spy. Luckily, another member of the section
committee turned up, the one who had given ‘the address to the
comrade, and the misunderstanding was removed.

After -this, the meeting of the nucleus where this comrade
,was to be present was organised in a garage, without using amny
cautmn, in full sight of everybody. In all “this matter, not only
the members of the nucleus but the members of the sectmn com-
mittee showed their neglect of the rules of conspiracy in Party
work.  Factory nuclei -must in every way avoid gathering in
cafes and similar places where the meetings can be watched by
the police. Meetmgs of the nuclei can take place in the houses
of comrades, in the open air under the pretext of picnics,
rambles, etc.

The - place of meeting of factory muclei should be changed
every time so as.to make police observation more difficult. For
such ‘meetings it is better to choose days when the workers are
not at work, when they have some spare time to go out of the
town. At blg factories non-working ‘days are in gemeral the only
ones poss:ble when a general meeting of the nucleus can be called,
because on the other days the workers are in different shifts.
But the work of the nucleus cannot be limited only to Party
meetings on rest days. The factory nucleus must react’ with the
greatest speed, as far as pessible immediately, both to all the
events of factory life as well as to all general political events.
The work of the nucleus rums the. risk of losing its operative
character of .every-day. leadership of the struggle of the workers
if there are no other forms of work except general Party meet-
ings called on Sundays or other rest days. Therefore, other forms

of work of the nucleus are necessary. [First of all there are
impromptu meetings of Communists, somewhere in unnoticed
corners, in the intervals of the working day, and, furthermore,
it is advisable to split up into very small groups, best of all in
the shops. Such impromptu talks will be used for passing on
directives and Party leadership, for making quick decisions to
be carried out after the interval. To co-ordinate the activity of
the Party members of the whole factory, short meetings can be
held of representatives of the shop nuclei and individual Com-
munists in the shops where there are no nuclei as yet.

The bureau of the nucleus must appoint responsible comrades
to organise the Party meetings. Their task will be to prepare
the place of meeting, to guard the meeting against any unex-
pected happening, etc.

The rules of the Party state that the nucleus is the lower
organisation of the Party which exists among the masses of the
working class. The factory nucleus must work according to all
rules of conspiracy, but at the same time it must work in such a
way that the masses of workers will know that the nucleus exists,
that it is keenly watching everything which is taking place in the
factory and does not let slip a single happening which touches the
interests of the workers—the wrongful dismissal of workers, wage-
cuts, injuries to workers at work, rough treatment of workers by
the management, etc. on every occasion giving instructions to the
masses of workers how to react in defence of the comrade and in
their own interests to defend themsselves against the class enemy.
The nucleus must promptly warn the workers of attacks which are
being prepared by the employers, explaining what is to be done to
avert this blow, particularly how to co-ordinate their struggle with
the struggle of other sections of the proletariat. In the same way
the nucleus must explain what is to be done and how, in order to
help other sections of the proletariat and the toilers in the struggie,
they must mobilise the workers to participate in the political
struggle of the working-class.

Without an illegal factory paper and leaflets coming out
promptly and well distributed among the masses, the nucleus will
not. be able to keep good contacts with the masses. Serious resist-
ance must be offered to those comrades who claim that Party
literature cannot be distributed in the factories. In Germany
the greatest success was achieved in distributing newspapers and
leaflets in the factories, where the workers are not afraid to take
them and read them. But there should be taken steps also to
distribute Party literature outside the factory as well, when the
workers are leaving work to go home, etc. Without limiting
itself to the factory mewspaper, the Party nucleus must energetic-
ally assist in distributing all Party literature.

But literature alone is not emough. Literature launches
slogans, explains how to act, but, further, there must be action.
The comrade of the C.P. of France to whom we have already
referred informs us of the following fact. In the given case a
leaflet called on the workers to fight against wage cuts. The
masses of workers responded to the -call, and at the appointed
hour several hundred workers gathered together waiting for a
speaker. But the speaker did not appear. By the way: about
the preparation of factory meetings. What should be done?
If the nwcleus had decided to call a protest meeting against a
wage cut, it should have: (1) taken all measures to inform all
the shops of this meeting through leaflets, through the members
of the mucleus and sympathisers, passing on the information
verbally from one worker to another; (2) every member of the
nucleus and every sympathiser should have received instructions
to ensure by personal influence that the greatest possible number
of workers who work together with them in one shop or on one
shift would turn up at the meeting; (3) the appointed speaker
should have turned up. If he does not turn up without good
reason, Party penalties should be laid on him. In case he could
not have come, the mucldus should have had a reserve in view;

(To be concluded.)
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