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Preface
R{*pm:l on the Program of the Young Communist Inter-.
national delivered at the Third Congress of the V.C. 1. 6

The Program of the Y. C. 1. as adopted at the Berlin
Congress :

3 discussed and considered the question of a program for the

Communist International. The final adoption of the program
was postponed, however, until the Fifth World Congress. At the
same time all the national sections of the Communist International

were instructed to formulate programs for their own national com-

THE Fourth World Congress of the Communist International

, . Y X & @ K N} L-} 4 *
The Tentative Draft of the New Program k 2:, A soveienth
Resolutions on the Economic Demands This decision applies also to the Young Communist Inter-
Resolution on the P 47 national. The program of the Young Communist International is of
R 59 special importance because its work is carried on among a particular

k section of the working class, — the young proletariat. In its work
' , of educating the young workers for the class struggle and for com-
munism the Young Communist International faces problems and
encounters difficulties and tasks of a sort which are scarcely touched
upon by the party. This makes it necessary to formulate a concrete 4
practical program for the activities of the Young Communist Inter- :
national and to connect this program closely with that of the Com- |
munist International so that they may be used as a common weapon |
in the struggles of the ‘communist movement. '

Up to the present the Young Communist Inm.?ﬁopﬂ has
used the program of its preliminary conference in Berlin in 1910.
A new program was prepared for the Third World Congress of the W
Young Communist International but there was not sufficient time to .
submit it first to the Leagues for discussion. Its adoption, ﬁmlhrt. -4
hadtthposlponed.butthemgrmcmtutheinllomm. i

The Third Congress of the Young Communist International
resolves. » \

I.Tuadnptmabasisthtnﬂ'draﬂn! the program proposed _
by the Executive Committee of the Young Communist International




2. To instruct the next Bureau Session to decide upon the pro-
gram in its definite and final form.

3. To carry on a thorough discussion regarding the program in
the Leagues.

4. To instruct the Executive Committee to publish the Berlin
program and the draft for the new program in the more important
languages '

At the same time a special program commission was charged
bv the congress with the improvement and supplementing of the
draft. A smaller commission was instructed to improve the style of the
drait, and the Executive Committee was charged with carrying out
this resolution.

- This booklet, summing up the labors of the small commission
1s mtended to comply with the decision of the congress, We print,
herewith, the address that was delivered on the program question
without abridgement, beligving this to be the best way of presenting
the form of the new program, its differences from the old one and
from the programs of our Social Democratic opponents. We also
print the new (temporary) form of the program and the special
resolution upon which the economic demands of the program are
based. Finally we reprint the Berlin program.

With these documents we present to the Leagues all the necessary
material on the program question. It will then be the task of the
national executive committees and the officials to inform the member-
ships on this new program and to stimulate a fruitful discussion. By
fruitful we mean a discussion that will take the members more deeply
into the problem of the vyoung communist movement and the
struggles of the Young Communist International; and a discussion
that will rouse more activity in the leagues. This discussion of the
program enables us fo begin a compaign of systematic political edu-
cation and also enables the membership to follow with more interest
and intelligence the debates on the party program. The indifferent
masses of the youth and the Social Democrats should also be
approached in this work of enlightenment and induced to participate
in the discussion on our prdégram and our organization,

If we do this our success is inevitable. The Berlin program won
over to the Young Communist International all the revolutionary

4

groups of the youth. The new program of the Young Communist
International should win over to us the millions of unorganized
young workers and peasants and transform the Young Communist
International into a genuine mass organization of the young workers.

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
OF THE YOUNG COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

Moscow, February 20th, 1023,




REPORT

on the

PROGRAM OF THE YOUNG COMMUNIST

INTERNATIONAL

Delivered at the Third Congress of the Y.C.l.
by Comrade Shatzkin.

“We do not propose to formulate the program in its final
iorm at this congress. It is self-evident that the program is, and
should be, the most important document of the Young Communist
International, and that therefore the adoption of a new program
cannot take place until after a thorough discussion in the Leagues.
We had too lhttle time for this before the Third Congress; the
material on the question was published rather late and even then
it was not complete. We believe that the final adoption of a new
program should be postponed to the .next meeting of the Bureau.
However, since there were no fundamental differences among the
members of the Executive and of the program commission, we
believe that the present draft should be accepted as a basis for dis-
cusion in the Leagues,

“ During the period between the Third Congress and the Bureau
Session, the question should be brought up for discussion in the
l.eagues, through the press and in meetings. The Bureau will then
be able to formulate a final program for the Y.C.l. and to adopt
it in the name of our congress.

“First of all, we must clearly realize that our program
s primarily a practical program, that is, that it deals in a
general fashion with the plans of the Young Communist Leagues
for their future struggle. We are a section of the Communist Inter-
national, and the program to be formulated at the next congress of
the Comintern will also be our program. Its program is the general
theoretical basis for the activity of all sections of the C.I. including
the Young Communist International. The individual program of
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the national sections, as well as our own program, are intended
to draw the concrete conclusions from the general program of the
C.I, that is, our program shall be the special application of the
general principles of the Comintern to a definite section of the
working class and in a special province of the communist movement.
It follows therefrom that our program can, and must, be more
concrete than that of the C.1. This is why that question which plays
the most important part in the formulation of a new program
of the C.I. namely the question of immediate demands, must be
adopted in our program. Obviously, to be practical it must include
all our immediate demands and the struggle for these demands.
We can set up a detailed plan of our activity and of our struggie
only for the period of preparation for the proletarian revolution,
and the period of the conquest of power. We cannot formulate our
program chronologically, as the Comintern has done, or set up a
concrete plan for the work and the struggle of the Leagues after
the conquest of power. We must confine ourselves in this respect
to a general survey of the various possibilities of development of
the situation and of the tasks of the young workers after the conquest
of power; for there is a difference in the character of our program
and that of the Comintern as to the possibility of formulating our
fasks in the period after the conquest of power. The program of tl_:e
Comintern makes use of the experience of the Russian revolution in
all great political questions, as for instance, the question of pro-
letarian dictatorship, the proletarian state: i. e. the Soviets; the
relation between the proletariat and the petty bourgeoisie, between
the imperialist nations and their colonies, efc. . . . . all the gt:_l:ral
political problems which can be internationalized irom the experience
of the Russian revolution. In ours we have itu deal with mm;e con-
crete problems. The most important part of our program, ior in-
slanccl: is the work of education. This is not to be found at all
in the program of the Communist International. A further important
part of ours is the question of our economic demands and our work
in the economic field. There is hardly anything in the program
of the C.1. about this matter for the working class as a whole, nor
were the plans for the antimilitarist struggle mentioned in it.

blems, we cannot so easily make use of the experience of the young

. communist movement of Russia after the conquest of power, nor
| i

~ “ Just because we have to deal with much more concrete pro-
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generalize from it on an international scale, EHI‘LI Eft!ﬂi-‘l t:l':-' con- =
clusions in our program. Our program must contain on E}I{Ehr_
matter as may really be viewed as international !lfyi;llﬂlfitl;lﬂ- ' he.g
experiences of the Young Communist Leaguc of ['?“b?{:d HH tm Illl'lse'-f
parably bound up with the concrele conditions m llS-hI:l 0 aliow
us to generalize upon them and take them "Pl“_l‘ ??I* l:lr":"g:_ﬂ'mf
At the meeting of the program commission | !‘f.m, a nt.:l }zj,,l':en:%
an example of why it s s0O difficult to 1-:'-‘11*-""1:1["*'-"-’ ;?[1 t“md ussian
experience. Russia began with the old economic I]? icy :ll}r passaj_-
over to the new. At the congress of the Comintern, it was stated
that the western countries should begin at once wrth‘tllc new
economic policy. Of course, this makes a great t.h_ffu-tmm, Wl;gu_;
vou consider the influence of the new cconomic puht}' on t_he con-
dition of the working class youth in I{tusﬁm, yotul _wﬂl _reahze_lhat
this  different development in the various countries will create a
different situation in the condition of the young workers, ‘anc‘l, as
a result, quite difierent tasks for the Leagues. Ilnﬂed not go into any.
more details in this question, but 1T would like to say, that the
emphasis of our program can be laid upon a practical plan tor ---_ |
activity and the struggle of the Young Communist Leagues only :qu
the period before the conquest ol power. For the period after thk
conquest of power, we must limit ourselves to a statement of
sibilities, since we cannot lay down any well {Ietallqd, concrete prac
tical plan and theoretical conclusions for that period. S
“The next question in the formation of our program 1Is the
political foreword. Our program begins with a political foreword,
which describes the nature of capitalism and its development 1uito
a world revolution. A few comrades are of the opinion that it-mi__
be better not to give the first place to this political introduch.
since most voung workers to not understand it, or even if tl}&}r aoy
they find it rather uninteresting ; that it might be better to l_::-r:gm with
the situation of the -young worker, which is of greater mtereg.l.--';
the working class youth, and then go on to the general political
situation. I am of the opposité opinion, because it is selfevident that
.the condition of the young worker arises from the general situation®
capital and the working class, and not vice versa. 1 we w:s?q,;; 0
build up our program logically and not arbitrarily, to e:-:preBS-j
natural development of conditions, we must begin with the generss
situation, and then pass over to details. This is why 1 propose {i<
the present order should be retained. < F :

8

“Other comrades believe also that the situation of the working
class youth should be described otherwise then as it has been done
Each flmpter dealing with the development of capitalism should be
accompanied by a corresponding chapter dealing with the condition
of the young workers during that period, so that the whole material
should not be divided but instead be included under one chapter
chronologically arranged. [ do not believe that this change is justi-
fied cither. First of all, it would make each individual chapter too
long, which is a disadvantage from an editorial standpoint; second,
it would force us, if we were to give a detailed description, to repeat
the various problems of the young workers’ situation in every chapter
of the deyelopment of capitalism. In the numerous questions con-
fronting us, for instance, the questions of hours of labor, night
work, wages etc. there is no improvement of the condition of the
young workers during the development of capitalism, but rather an
increase of their suffering. For this reason | believe that this change
also is not advisable.

“ Another question is that of the style in which the program
is written. Many comrades object that it is too dry, too boring, and
that since it is to be used for agitation purposes, it should be written
in a clearer, more lively style. 1 agree with these comrades and I
believe that in the time between the congress and the meeting of
the Bureau, the program should be thoroughly studied and improved
in style. However, we should not exaggerate. The use of the pro-
gram for agitation purposes is important, but nevertheless secon-
dary. The program is first of all a statement of principles; this
demands an absolute exactness of phraseology, and strictly Marxian
theses. In a choice between popularity and truth we shall naturally
choose the latter. This is why we should not lay too much stress
upon the program as a propaganda pamphlet. This cannot be, other-
wise we should have to make it too long, dilute its contents, and use
incorrect expressions. Of course, we ought to improve the style of
the program and simplify it, as far as possible.

“\What are the differences between this program and the old
Berlin program? First, we have added some new chapters, and
secondly we have enlarged many others already dealt with in the
old one. Then we have taken up new problems, such as the role
of the young communist movement. This question is hardly mentioned
in the Berlin program. It was first brought up at the Second
World Congress of the Y.C.I. There we dealt with the question for

Y



the furst time, and therelore we coukl not gwve 1t a final, pro-

grammatic form. The experience gained after the hﬁ'u"fl '“““‘{’“3
proved o us that our resolution as fo the role of !hf young com-
munist movement was right. This is why we can give place to the
problem in our program at the Third LONgEress e
“ It is self evident that this 18 nevessary. We need some unified
basis for our practical actiity, some general i“""“’“"?" ui_nur.
vacious fields of work, in order to understand these various fields

and not forget our general purpose in the daily tasks. E
“The second new question 18 that of the colomal and semi-

colonial countries, which is not touched upon inr the Berlin pro-
gram. The necessity of dealing with this question 18 clear. In 1919
we were an European organization; today we have grown fo a world
organization. This development of the Young Communist Inter- -
national must find an echo in our program. Unlike the social =
democratic international of vouth, we must not disregard the colomal
and semi-colomal peoples who number more than half the population =
of the earth. . R
“The third new question in our program is that of the pos- !
sibilities arising out of the proletarian revolution. At the Berlin®
congress we listened to a special report on the tasks of the Young =
Communist Leagues, after the conquest of power by the proletariat,
and adopted a resolution mn the matter. That was in 1919 when =
the Russian League had had only two years of experience in work
under a proletanian dictatorship, and therefore there could be no
question of giving place to this problem in our program. .
“ Today we have not progressed so far that we can formulate

an international plan for the activity of the young communist’
organizations ofter the capture of power. This we can do, however;
we can trace, in the program, the general possibilities of develop:
ment after the conquest of power; the characteristic features of t >
new situation, and the tasks which they include. These then are the:
new points which we can pul in our program, thanks to three
vears of practical experience of the Y.C.I. ; -
| : ‘: Ffﬁ:;!:t*s these new points, there are number of questions which'
more. hrough et e, B, but which requi
nolitical foreword, This iritrod::]?g these comes first of all the
i bt o clion remains, in general, the aam_i;,
1019, . sometiing new to it. Much has happened since
, and many new points of view have ap ‘ n-
appeared in the Com-

10

munist Intemah'unai. The program of 1919 reflects too much, m its
political sections, the political situation at that time. The problem then
was parhiamentarism, one of the most debated problems in Germany
anq in other countries. As a result the question of parhamentary
actvity took too much space in our very concentrated political
foreword. The predominance of this problem has not only a formal
but also a political importance. This must be corrected, and the
political introduction revised.

“ Another question to which we gave more room is the situation
of the working class youth under capitalism. At the Berlin congress
our knowledge of the condition of the young workers did not go
beyond this, — that we needed this knowledge for our agitation
agamst capitalism, that we knew this condifion to be so bad that
we were compelled to fight capitalism. Since then, however, we have
gained much experience in our concrete economic struggles; in the
course of our practical agitation and struggle we have come to
know much better the condition of the young workers. This is why
we have given more room to a description of the young workers’
condition in our new program. But not only can we describe in detail
the life of the young workers, as the Berlin program has not done,

‘but we can attempt a generalisation of the condition of the working

class youth as the object of capitalist exploitation. This is very im-
portant. Our practical experience in the process of becoming
acquainted with the condition of the young workers has also taught
us the difference in the status of the young workers under a capitalist
regime or under some other form of society. It is self evident that
the young workers as the object of exploitation will disappear in
socialist society. But their situation was also different in pre-
capitalist societies. For instance, the young worker in the middle
ages, the apprentice, lived under quite different circumstances than
those of the present; the young worker of that day was not a wage
slave, but a real apprentice, at school with a master. The relations
between master and apprentice were patriarchal more than anything
else.

“The tasks of the Leagues in the various fields of our activity
have also been amplified. In the Berlin program, our activities on
the economic field, against militarism, and on the educational field

were only described in general, without details, because we did not.

pursue those tasks then as extensively as we do now. Since the
Berlin congress we have dealt at length with these questions. We

1S



have also pathered much experience in them through our practiea
activity, and can therefore gwve place in our Program to the chis
results of this experience. A great number of important questions are
not mentioned in the Berlin program, as, for instance, the
demands of the young workers, the question of our relations to th
trade unions in our wonomic struggle, the slogans for an ank
nmuilitanst struggle, ete. All these various fields ﬂf.ilfﬁ\'it)' have been
gwven more room.  The Chapter on the Young Communist Inter.
national has been enlarged. but remains essentially the same.

“These are the main differences between the pew -'lnd"
Berlin programs. This ends the first part of my report. 4

" Now as to the problems themselves. The first question is the

foreword that the centrist international of youth stands closer to
us in words, but when it comes to deeds, they unite with the second
international of youth. Their tendency to fusion with the second
infernational of youth proves this fact. |
“And now the question of the role of the young communist
movement, the most important part of the program. You know how
the social democrats look at this question, | will speak here primarily
of the second international of youth. It is evident that in the fusion
of the two internationals of youth the second international will
devour the second and a half; the nfluence of the second and a
| | half will appear, at most, in the formulation of a few questions.
already mentioned political foreword. We have a political foreword But as a rule the ideology of the second international of youth will
first because, as we have sud, the situation of the young workers predominate in the future united international. The social demo-
anises from the general development of capitalism and the situation crats are not especially clear as to its role. They develop in the
of the whole working class; and sex ond because we are a palitical direction of a radical-liberal bourgeois youth movement. The period
wiRdmzation, because we believe that political activity is the basis of the world revolution had destroyed all those petty bourgeois
of communist education intellectual-radical groups which refused to join the class war

An inspection of the programs of our .
Jpponents reveals the following - the rogram EEI‘I against capitalism.’ The social democratic youth movement has
International contain e o1 the Young Workers’ ¢ v

> 1o political forew is i 3 the heir of these defunct petty bourgeois movements. They
cidental omission, by spruI:s from '?1:;“::; “—I.“.I::;Ln:;cm : : mimatc the significance of the cultural factor in the social
democratic youth movement The Young Wur‘lum' !ntemal:i democratic youth movement, and in history in general. :
mentions but rarely the general political problem of tlhr.- worki ': “Let me give you a few examples. In 1920 appeared in .ﬂje
and its task; it stands upon the same theoretical bag; he boctl Neue Zeit, the theoretical organ of the German social democracy
geots liberal pedagogues . th 1 Dasis as the bour-' an article by a certain N.L., who, as far as | can judge, is a young

at the y - 4 | _
politics. "¢ YOul as nothing to do. with socialist teacher. Therein he propounded the following theory: a
* Their progress and their activify cerain movement may be noticed in all sections of the youth, P?h'
of their tasks. ' tarian as well as bourgeois. This movement tends to the creation

: — _ R ; ful
*The centrist nternational of youq : : - : ndent th organizations and independent youth
through amalgamation with the yautth, Whose d'“l‘PHﬂﬂ‘?. :Li;ﬂiim This gmn] manifestation has a common cause — the

iniminent, settles the question of a political § rﬂahmmil of youthiis kcultural aspirations of the y‘?uth o Eith x geﬁﬁ
duction i 0 woded s @ Polfcal forewany, ) A ‘ol arecs i 100 qoria dmoreacy, s i G
youth and to divert them f§ r!;n? ﬁ::: tr:-i'n?:::::ﬁi: P Cipation of th'e:' ;::‘:Elia:l whichlmciﬂmﬂo“d"d to these aspiral_iﬂ!_ls. e ﬁi:l:
second and @a half international of youth jg é;::;?ﬁfk For """-‘_ the whole German youth _"“dﬂ: its wing.”_ .ﬂ;mn:i mw“ﬁ.
European international, and the whole purpeg, of lh?la C““““ leaves wholly out of consideration the politica light:  forpelsithe
loreword is to show that a revolution is j ble . Political - of society; sees every problem in the cultural light;

Lul’(i)pe at the present time. This is not said quite 3¢ o ]'_“ Central Marxian principles of the class struggle; and believes in the petty
put it; they speak more of the dependence of the Ct‘ntra} I I have

countries upon the Allies. We can easily see from their ’::?r;pnn
itic
- cal

torresponds with their m

expression of the decadence of the ideology of the socill demcnﬂc
youth muvenwyt. .

k

bourgcois heaven as a kingdom of youth. This is the most extreme
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ther example: the famous “Weimap
] system, devoid of all mma;nti cism,
emote from the actual struggle, !tillllf:lll}' does not ﬂlppea to ;-.
::LII'I::I.‘ masses of the youth. That is why t?lt? ﬁ?fll?ltéi:mﬂ:ftaitz ,.f.
an ideal for their youth movement :mj;i for an 1 ”f} L}’M ch will
attract the youth. Gogol, in his Memoires of dn [nsane Man Writes;
“The mouth was made in Hamburg.™ 1he ideals of the social ”'f.-;-.'
cratic youth movement were made i Wemmar, ﬂlu_l th?*? ideals are
dead and decomposed. Young people assembled in Weimar; g.-'
was much dancing and a torchlight parade. This was l::alled.:;_-l_
sovent” and on that day the “new man” of the social denm__
vouth movement was born. New men are born of new  economie
and political conditions, and not ol torchlight processions. It was
a discovery peculiar to the social democrats, that a new man can
be created by a spiritual experience; but this is the new ideal o_f the
young German movement, of the bankrupt bourgeois youth; that is

what they have taken up. Some of the more clever among them
realized that the intellectual intensity of the Weimar spirit was_;
great and after the first hurray things went oft a hitle more quietly.
But this spirit has taken firm root in the social democratic youth
movement and even today it holds sway over large masses of them

“ Another example of this kind of mentality are the "
Young Socialists, a2 somewhat older grcup which forms a specat

faction within the social democratic party. This is an out and ot
petly bourgeois tendency which openly combats the materialist cons
ception of history; which will have nothing to do with economit
problems; which declares that its task is to “ create the new. mansy
that the spiritual side of man is not sufficiently considered; and that
the emphasis of activity should be laid upon spiritual development
Reading their literature one realises immediately that this is a pett
bourgeois, ndividualistic movement, a movement that has no plate
- any sqmalist, proletarian, and still less in any Marxian 0
zation. The activities of the social democratic youth in the pas
tew years correspond with this ideology, The party and the ul

41 woukd like to quote ano
Spirit”. Refornusm as d politica
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ideology. There is nothing astonishing in the fact that after signins
should adopt the same ideology and Hi

|

DU

EL the social democrats work more and more in conjunction Wit
HIRCOIS orgamzations, and naturally this finds expression in thek
the same appeals as were s ic youth
: ¢ signed by the Germa atic yout!

the social democratic youth y n democratic YOUs
eulogy of republican forms, until practically every difierence betWet
14 '

1

the two m'ganiz_alimm disappears. Naturally, after laying emphasis
upon the education of “the new man” they disparage political and
trade union struggles. These young workers take no part whatever
in political activities, except perhaps in Sweden and Denmark. But
alter the proposed young workers convention in Scandinavia — a
convention & la Bielefeld — it is probable that these social patriots
will be sufficiently Germanised and Weimarised so as to no longer
form even this exception.

~ "“As for the Centrists, they remain centrists in this matter also.
Ihey believe that the youth should take part in politics — but aca-
demic politics. Theoretically they stand for and advocate academic
political activity: practically they are against all participation and
take no share in political matters. This is clear from the fact that the
wieology of the centrist youth is that of political neutrality, and poli-
tical neutrality is possible only in an organization which takes no
active part in politics. But they are not neutral, in reality, since they
are adherents of the centrist socialist parties — even if their activity
is educational instead of political. Not much will remain of this
centrist conception — except perhaps in diluted and modified forms
— after the fusion with the second international. The ideology of
the second international will conquer not only the Swedish and
Danish social democrats but also the sections of the centrist inter-
national of youth.

“Qur definition of the role of the young communist movement
is well known and, we believe, is correct. We need spend no time
in discussing it. 1 want only to emphasize that when we say we are
a mass organization for the communist education of the young
workers and that we differ from the second international of youth
and the centrists, we mean that we are an organization for education
in the struggle, through the struggle, and by the struggle. The
centrists say: “The communists have come around to our point
of view. We advocate education and they advocate education”
But the difference is that we mean different things when we em-
ploy the same words and that we act in accordance with our
meaning, in our views of socialism, of the forms and methods of
a working class party. The same thing is true of the youth move-
ments. The centrists interpret education as academic politics,
theories, and no action: we interpret education as knowledge
derived from and through the struggle, and as preparation for
further struggle.

15



“ There is another difference: the social democratic }'ﬂuth"
organizations say: Politics belongs to the party; the economje ¥
strugele to the trade unions, and education to the youth.” We
S\ that the communist education of the }'ﬂ’ul]l IS impussihlr.! unlesg
they pacticipate in all the other Torms of the proletarian movement,
Since we are an educational orgamzation we can achieve our aims
only by participating in the political struggle side by side with
the party, [w :llh'it"lllg._', the economic :il['tl}{g'lt‘ ,‘-‘-.idl‘ h:'.’ si[ie wi[‘h
the trade unions f

* The next question in our program is militarism.  The socialist
vouth applies two different methods to this struggle.  Sometimes
they say, as the old sovial democrats said to Liebknecht: “ Milj- "
tarism is a product of capitalism.  We must fight, not against the
ruits of capitalism, but against capitalism itself. We refuse, there-
lore, to engage & special struggle against militarism.”  This
view still has a few advocates. i we were attacking a city pro-
tected by a line of trenches we would not say: “We march Itj‘-
take the city, never mind the trenches.”

= :\llﬂﬂrl‘l.‘l' of the tactics of the social democrats is a paciiisf-
:-unln:du. We know their ideas of demonstrating under the slogan
_' No more war!" by ;:mking soulful and pathetic speeches mi-?
:‘:;h:;::‘tl':;:[;”I\.*:?:-_;:‘:lnl':::. dtsf,{;.uﬁ:iqﬂ. on the missinq of the Leagu_"_"
Leos h;.u‘ifistsﬁ‘ "I'h; Lﬂlz?fll IS!? Jﬂtlr:ung-lhe el wing of “m. hO].l!,'.-_';-
of the social Anrta .r'trtr .mm rats ;tﬂnd‘ thi_:.ym_:th nrgamsatmg'-
A e SIS dIs carry on no anti-militarist propaganda. &
[hey merely sfate: “We are against war. Wars ar Yy
good people. Love one another : ¥ et 1 o
- L another and put your trust in arbitration.”,

But we see nothing practical, such as an ctfort to win over a section |

of the army to the socialist idea—a dangerous task but a necessary

one 1Enr tju: victory of the revolution. Neither the right wing nor
the centrist youth organizations, such as thosc led by the Austrian
Leang, have any anti-militarist tradition, and due tf} the inﬂuen-'-'
of this League all the others are condemned to inactivity, g

“ )
are fi{l‘:dmwti]tlﬁ !::;;mn{nw struggle, the socialist vouth urganimtioﬂﬁ'
BEtos of Mo ; :llus}an that a radical improvement in the
that it can be achieved son o7, 'S Possible under capitalism, and
with it an ever incr vy 1B".t ”’,‘-’ disruption of capitalism brings
of the conditi ¢ osing exploitation of youth. The improvement

o OF young: workers is possible only after a radical
10 .

transformation of society. Our not sharing these illusions differen-
tiates us from the socialist youth.

“The second radical difference lies not only in the methods of
struggle for our economic demands but also in our different conception
of these demands. The second international of youth bases its demands
on the possibility of improvement under the capitalist system while
we base ours upon the needs of the working class and the turning
of these needs and the demands based upon them into an instrument
for the overthrow of capitalism. The social democrats take a
superficial view of the matter and make no proposition for any
radical change in the situation of the working class youth. This
being the case it is casy to understand why they are not willing
to help in the creation of a new society.

“But they also differ from us in the immediate concrete de-
mands. The most important problems, such as the matter of wages
of young workers, unemployment, the relation of the young worker
to the trade umion, and others, are not even mentioned in their
program. A comparison of their program and the decisions of
their various congresses shows a great difference even between their
theories and their actions.

“The third basic difference lies in the methods of our struggle
— or rather between our struggle and their inaction, for the social
democrats do not struggle for the interests of the youth. They believe
their main task should be to keep the youth removed from exciting
activity. Their efforts on the economic field seem to be intended
merely to draw young workers into their organization, as catholic
and other organizations advertise themselves for this purpose.
They actually take advantage of the strong desire of the young
workers to improve their conditions by diverting it into reformist
channels, distracting it from the revolutionary struggle.

“In educational work we find the same thing. Educational
work is an indispensable part of communist enlightenment. It and
the participation in the struggle of the proletariat are and must
be inseparable. But among the socialist youth organizations edu-
cation is an end in itseli and has absolutely no connection with
the class struggle. It is useless for the purposes of proletanan
education, 2s such.

“During the war we proclaimed * Education through struggle!”
Among the social democratic youth knowledge in itseli takes the
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first and highest place. 1 think we are all agreed, comrades,

that knowledge can be acquired only through struggle—through *

collecting and assimilating the experiences obtained through our
struggele and using them as the basis of our theoretical education.

We must discuss here the relation of general education to
political education. The socialist vouth cither rejects political
education or gives it a secondary place as compared with general
education, while with us the situation is reversed and political edu-
cation takes first place. We oppose the too wide spreading of general
educational work and its separation from the class struggle, At
the same time we do not accept the other extreme, as represented
by some of our comrades at the Baden Congress, who interpreted the
slocan to mean the rejection of all gencral educational work. We
must use general education but only in so lar as it serves the
purposes of our political activity and our communist education.
For example, the use of singing. There are songs and songs, and
some of them we can use in our organizations—revohutionary songs,
political-satirical songs, battle songs, etc. Literature is also a
province of education, and there are a great many revolutionary
novels and poems we can use in the study of the Revolution with
the youth. We have already written about this maiter in the
International of Youth. But an attempt to teach voung workers
the whole history of literature would be outside our province.

“The aim and criterion of our educational work is the struggle
against the bourgeois ideology. In this respect I believe that our
obligations are greater than even those of the Party. For instance
we must fight agamnst religion; against the teaching that the world
was created by the might and power of a God, we must use natural
science to explain its true origin. lHere again it is unnecessary to
£0 beyond the needs of our struggle.

“ Another question in our program is the organizational struc-
ture. Here also we differ from the social democrats, in both our
national and international organizations. Internationally we differ
as to the autonomy of the national sections, You all know that the
centrist youth movement stands for the autonomy of the national
sections. This thesis in their program is a reflection of bour-
geois nationalism and proves an incapacity for real proletarian
igt:matlonal!sm.' This is already seen in the bourgeois interna-
tional organizations, and this very principle which rules the young

-
.“

catholic international is adopted almost literally in the program
of the second and a half international of youth.

“We, on the contrary, have a centralized international organi-
zation which daes not recognize the autonomy of the national sections
but only recognizes the necessity of adapting the directions of the
international to the actual conditions in each individual country.
The decisions of the International are our supreme law.

“There are also great difierences between the organizations of
our national sections and those of the socialist youth. The centra-
lization and discipline in the communist Leagues is quite different
irom that of the social democrats. This corresponds to a difference
in principle between the two: our organizations are built on the
principle of democratic centralism and strict discipline prevails in
the Leagues; while the social democrats, with their loose organi-
zations, are free to do what they will or choose.

“Still another difierence is that the social democrats cannot
expand beyond their district groups. Being merely educational
societies they do not find it necessary to organize otherwisé than
by districts. But we are not educational societies. Our aim and
intention 1s to become mass organizations, preparing the young
workers for the struggle, and hence we organize nuclei in the shops.

“In the question of colonial peoples, the social democratic inter-
national of youth dces not take the colonial peoples into consi-
deration at all. The two socialist internationals of youth are
actually and in reality Central European organizations. They have
no representation in the large Entente countries or outside of
Europe. The more attention they give to the Anglo-Saxon and
labor countries the less they give to oriental lands. Their reason
is that they share the race prejudices of the adult social democrats
towards colonial peoples and are therefore unable to estimate the
significance of these.

“\We support the national revolutionary movements of these coun-
tries. We unite the two great movements—the proletarian world
revolution and the national revolutionary movement in the colonies,
and demand the organization of the colonial youth. We cannot say
much more than this in our program, concerning our tasks in the
Fast. We shall attempt in those countries where the prol.etanat
is small to support the youth movement and to lay the foundation for

a class movement.
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“These are the chief matters which separate us from the social =
democratic youth. Coming fo the possibilities of our movement -
during the period after the conquest of power by the proletariat, -
this is not considered at all by the socialist youth organisations. =
This proves that their protestations are mere phrases and that the =
social democrats do not even think of the time when capitalism shall
have ceased to exist.” |

THE PROGRAM
of the

YOUNG COMMUNIST INTERNATIONA

(as adopfed at the Berlin Condress ‘
of the Y. C. [., November 19!99}

duction has brought capitalism to a new stage in its develop-

ment — to the phase of imperialism, which is characterized by
the formation of trusts and syndicates, and by the rule of finance
capital. lIts colonial policy, caused by the necessity for finding new
markets for trade and procuring raw material, the competition of the
national capitalist cliques, led with iron necessity to imperialist
wars.

The war of 1914-18, the consequences of which cannot be liqui-
dated by the resources of capitalist society, has disturbed and
destroyed most of the capitalist countries. The terrifying calamities
of war, iamine, financial and commercial bankruptcy, and the destruc-
tion of human lives, have brought humanity to a crisis from whica
there is but one way out — World Wide Social Revolution. The
material conditions necessary for this are here. The class antagonisms
have become extremely acute. The victory of the Revolution depends
entirely upon the will and the energy of the international proletariat.
The way to Socialism leads through the dictatorship of the proletariat,
which is characterized by a government of the revolutionary Soviets.
The first task of the working class is the struggle for the overthrow
of the political, economic, and intellectual domination of imperialism,
and to establish a proletarian dictatorship. This struggle can come
to a victorious end only when the proletariat decisively breaks away
from the Second International, which is reformist to the core and
compromises with bourgeois society, betraying thereby the whole
working class. Only then will the working masses unite under the
standard of the Communist International — the leader of the prole-

tariat in the revolutionary struggle. .

/ | ‘HE unheard-of development of capitalist accumulation and pro-
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In a revolutionary epoch one must employ primarily the means
of revolutionary struggle of the masses (demomstrations, strikes,
pencral stokes, armed uprisings). At the same time the proletanal
cannot reject m prnaple other political resources, such as parlia-
ments.  The entry into parhament depends upon the political situation
of the moment, and must be decided in each case seperately by the
orgamizatons of cach country

(2) I the position of the adult workers under the rule ol
capitalism is exceptionally hard, the position of the working youth is
quite intolerable. Low wages, a long working day, barbarous treal-
ment from the emplover and immediate superiors characterize the
position of the voung workers. Conditions are even worse in those
(rades where the apprentices are wholly within the power of ther

trtade masters. Such an unhmited explottation of voung workers
hinders their intellectual and physical development. The bourgeois
governments allow the working class vouth only so much education
as 15 necessary for them to possess in the capacity of industnious and
uscful cattle. The bourgeoisic strive to umbue the youth with ther
own ideology. School, confessional and bourgeois voung people’s
organizations, as well as militarism, have but one object — (0
alienate the proletarian youth from the struggle for Socialism and
10 make of them devoled soldiers for capitalism.  The world war
aggravated this situation comsiderably. Millions of young prole-
tarians were sent to the front to serve as cannon lodder; mulhons
of others were driven into the ammunition plants.

Although the State and the employers exhaust the strength ol
the youth to the utmost, political and personal rights are permitied
them only on a very modest scale.  Such a state of alfairs has mncited
the working class vouth to take up a mercless struggle against
impenakism. |

(3) The formation of separate organizations of the proletarian
youth is dictated by: (a) The position of the young in the process of
production and in society. This position forces them to fight in de
fense of their own mterests; in the reorganization of labor; refor:
ming the school system, etc. (b) The psychological characteristics
of youth (the prevalency of sentiment over reason, aptitude for

, great receptivity as regards all new and revolutional
ideas, readiness for sacrifice and action). (¢) The necessity of
.ﬂﬂ methods for its socialist and revolutionary education (if
dependent  organizational work, active particpation in politic
n

struggles); the application of all methods which give the young wor-
\ers an opportunity of acquiring those qualities which will be
extremely necessary to them in the future as champions of the prole-
tariat and bearers of the revolution,

~ (4) The working class youth is the most active and revolu-
tionary part of the proletariat. The most important task of the Young
Communist Leagues is, for the present, an incessant agitation among
the wide masses of workers, the organization and carrying out of
political demonstrations, the immediate struggle for Communism
by taking part in the overthrow of capitalist tyranny, and the
traning of the youth to fit them for building up the communist
society.

(5) The Young Communist Leagues carry on an energetic
struggle aganst all bourgeois parties and also against such right
socialists, lackeys of the bourgeoisie, as Scheidemann, Renner, Bis-
solati, Renaudel, lHenderson, Gompers, Troelstra, Branting, Van-
dervelde, etc.; and against the socialist centrists, Kautsky, Mac-
donald, Robert Grimm, Bauer, etc., who by their vaccilation only help
io uphold capitalist society. The Young Communist Leagues like-
wise oppose the syndicalist ideology, which is against a political
struggle for the conquest of proletarian dictatorship and which re-
jects the right of the political party to conduct this struggle, and
which also rejects proletarian centralization. They are equally
opposed to the anarchist ideology which does not admit of a prole-
tarian government as an intermediary phase between capitalism and
communism, and which, in the sphere of political economy, preaches
petty bourgeois ideas. The same struggle is directed against the youth
organisations connected with the above mentioned parties. In their
political struggle, the Young Communist Leagues are subject to the
principles of that party or local fraction which is affiliated with the
Third International, or to the principles proclaimed in the program
of the Communist International. The organizational relations to-
ward the parties are determined by two fundamental principles:
(a) organizational independence of the youth; (b) close contact and
reciprocal help. _ _ :

(6) Although the Young Communist Leagues will continue an
energetic struggle against bourgeois militarism in all its abstract
and practical forms, still they do not defend the ideas of a liberal
pacifism. They know that the working class will yet be forced, in
order to put down imperialism, and to defend its own victorious dic-
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tatorship from unexpected attacks by the bo_urgcgilﬁirc._' to have re-
course to arms and to hgh‘t against hnurm:ﬂrts nnlt_Lmsm. For the i
arming of the proletariat! For the Red Army! That is the cry of the
communist youtl. | T

(7) The struggle for the amelioration of the economic situation -
of the proletarian youth is one of the principal problems of the
Leagues. A practical I't‘fﬂl‘ltlhﬂi the conditions of labor is puﬁssﬂ:fln |
onlv in a commumnist commumnity. In the present period of l‘:ﬂpllﬂllst

domination it is possible to attain a partial amelioration of the '

situation of the young only through the revolutionary class struggle,

but in no wise by collaborating with the compromisers and the

bourgeols governments.

(8) One of the clementary problems of the Young Communist

| cagues is the training of proletarian leaders and future_builders
of the communist society. Communist judgement and !'eadmess for
Action are attained not only by taking part in the political struggle,
but also through theoretical socialist instruction which_ 1S a she_lrp
weapon in the fight against bourgeois ideology. Socialist education
combined with active participation in the political struggles — these
are the true methods of training young proletarian champions.

(9) The Young Communist Leagues, moreover, set them?el\'f:ﬂ
the task of a universal education of the working class youth in Fhﬁ
Marxian spirit, thereby raising their cultural level. The wnrkmg
class youth must extort from the bourgeoisie the treasurcs of _I-mnw-
ledge which are indispensable to the workers as a guide in the
movement for the emancipation of the proletariat. They must conquer
the paths to science, literature, and art. Besides honest workmen
and brave soldiers of the Red Army, the working class youth must
supply scholars, technical experts, organizers, philosophers, POeiS,
and artists for the new communist society. 1t is the mission of ﬂl
proletarian youth and its organizations to be in the front ranks of
the constructors of a new culture conceived in the spirit of coms
munisn. |

(10) The communist organizations must turn the prolets ‘3

vouth into a healthy people — healthy bodily and mentally. Therés =
fore, the Young Communist Leagues are also concerned with the

physical development of the young. This work, to which we -ar
give only a part ¢i our activity at the present time, is also of great
ymportance for the young workers. M
24 3

i
|
-

| {ll_) Although the l_c‘agues strive to influence with their ideas
wide circles ﬂ{ the working class youth, this is not done at the
expense of clarity of our communist program and tactics. A matter

of extreme importance is the propaganda amongst the rural laborers
and the poorer peasants.

- (12) The Young Communist International considers that the
pxtstenm;- of separate organizations of the collegiate socialist youth
is superflucus. Honest revolutionists in the ranks of the young stu-
dents must become members of the proletarian youth organizations,
as equals among equals, and comrades among comrades. The for-
mation of groups of the collegiate youth within the general youth

orgamizations must be regulated according to the conditions in each
country separately.

(13) In the present revolutionary epoch, the struggle of the
prolefariat can be victorious only if it is world-wide. This applies
as well to the struggle of the young workers. As a consequence, the
political organizations of the youth unite themselves under the
banner of the Young Communist International. The chief aim of
the Young Communist International is centralization and guiding
the work and struggles of the Young Communist Leagues in the
various countries. Its regulations are the supreme laws to all or-
ganizations of the youth. Its practical work consists in inter-
national education and international guidance of political manj-
festations. Its duty is to give unity to all the activities of the youth
organizations; to serve them as a directing force; to support them
morally and materially; to form new Leagues and to bind together
as clesely as possible, the proletarian youth organizations of all
countries. ‘

. (14) The Young Communist International stands upon the
basis and the principles laid down by the First Congress of the
Communist International. The Executive Committee of the Young
Communist International is connected organizationally with that of
the Communist International and works in close connection with it




TENTATIVE DRAFT OF THE NEW PROGRAM
OF THE YOUNG COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

by the Third Cong¢ress of the Y.C.I. =
Moscow, December 1922)

(as adoplec

under the yoke of exploitation is forever gone. A tremendous ™
development has taken place in the minds of the masses of
voung workers in the city and in the country; of apprentices, of the
children of the proletariat who have been thrown ruthlessly into
the process of production by growing capitalism. The unbearable
servitude of the ycung workers in capitalist industry and capitalist
society has awakened in them also the consciousness of class and
has united them in the struggle against their miserable conditions
of existence, The young workers have gathered in hundreds of
thousakds around the banner of the Young Communist International.
Milhons of young workers and peor peasants, the oppressed and
martyred vouth of the colonies, aroused by imperialist wars and
wigannce social conflicts have joined the army of the militant proles
tariat. Closely united with the adult workers in this struggle,
working class youth gradually approaches the goal to which
Communist Internaticnal points—the overthrow of capitalism aid
the establishment of a communist society.

THE WORLD REVOLUTION

Capnalism holds sway over the largest part of the earth. li§
most important characteristics are: ownership of the means of
production; exploitation of the large masses of the working class
by small groups of bankers, factory and land owners; and ana chy
of production. The capitalist state in all its forms is the instru went
of power of the capitalist class for the oppression of the .ad'*:‘.t
and for their continued exploitation. i

lhe constant concentration of capital and production h

brought capitalism into a new phase of d(?‘n't‘]{]pment.__inlperial

rl""‘t IE time when the working class vouth suffered without protest’

L
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—whose characteristic features are the formati
dicates, and cartels, and the domination of finan:cnc: ['tiarlus$' ?’Fu*
new markets for its prod prmisio . o
| products and fresh sources of raw material
10 open new investment possibilities for its capital, the impcrialist'
bourgeoisie subJugatad most of the industrially backward and
undc'-'qluped nations outside of Europe and took possession of those
countries, at the same time bringing others under its disguised rule
I'hrough their governments the various national capitalist cliquﬁ
fight each other bitterly for the division and domination of the
wnrld_, for colonies, for European markets, and for sources of raw
materials and fuel. This economic war leads mevitably to armed
conflicts, to imperialist wars.

The imperialist world war of 1014-1018 cost more than ten millions
of dead and r[:aimed; it disrupted finance, industry, and transportation
everywhere; it brought hunger and misery to the workers. Capitalism
cannot repair the fatal consequences of that war. Ifs various
a‘ttqmpts at economic reconstruction have been in vain; the disrup-
tion nﬁf its cconomic basis proceeds without interruption and
capitalism is faced with complete collapse. The political difierences
between the nations have not been removed but have been made more
acute h_? the peace treaties. Due to a widespread, bitter, and con-
star}tly‘ ncreasing class antagonism all the attempts to reconstruct
capitalist ecconomy and establish a social balance lead io nothing.
Capitalism has brought humanity into a blind alley and the only
way out is—the world revolution.

The emancipation of mankind from the yoke of capitalism has
become the immediate task of the international proletariat. The
proletariat musi overthrow the bourgeoisie, erect the proletarian
dictatorship and the Soviet system, take from the capitalists the
land, the banks, the industries, and the means of transportation,
and proceed in this manner until the complete abolition of private
property and classes has been attained; until the final establishment
of a communist economic system and a communist society.

The essential economic conditions for the world revolution are
present. Its success depends upon the will, the strength, and the
fighting power of the proletariat. The proletarian revolution can
be successful only if the working class definitely frees itself from
reformist illusions; breaks away from the Second International—the
lackey of the bourgeoisie -——and places itsell under the leadership
of the Communist Parties and the Third International, the revolu-
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Gonary leaders and representatives ol the working class of (the
workl  The first prerequisite for the capture of power is the
acceptance of commuiist principles and aims by the majority of the

workine class

I its struggle for the proletarian dictatorship, the revolutionary

profetaiat, lod by the Communist Partics, employs the methods of

revolutionary mass achion (demonstrations, shup counci| movements,

strhes, reneral strikes, control of production, occupation of factories,

armxd  revolt, etc) and the institutions of bourgeoss d

(parhaments, etc). It seeks to remove the capitalists from every

nosition of advantage in the daily problems of the life of the working

class, and to undermine the bourgeois democratic inshtutions from
within until the time comes when it will finally destroy them.
The world revolution has begun. In a vast ternitory ol EI.INI[E

and Asia the laboring masses, led by the working class ol Russia,
have overthrown their bourgeoisie and established Soviet Republics.

Cerman and Austrian imperialism have received their death blows,
he proletanat of those countries have begun the struggle for the
capture of power; gigantic strikes and social conflicts have shaken
all the capitalist countries to their foundations. Millions of oppressed
colomal slaveg have taken up arms for their emancipation from
pational and social enslavement.

But the world revolution s a long drawn out struggle which
will fill a whole epoch in the history of humanity. During this

epoch the revolutionary wave will rise and fall. Defeat will follow

victory and victory will follow defeat. The working class will be

fimally victorious only if it is prepared for the greatest sacrifices,
d it s filled with the greatest heroism, i it learns discipline, and

i it fights its class enemics on every front

THE WORKING CLASS YOUTH UNDER CAPITALISM

Ihe class character of capitalist society becomes especially
apparent in the present condition of the youth and in its social
POSITOn lhe vouth s divided mito Iwo sections—one of :

oppressed class, and one of the ruling class; and these two have s

little in common as have the capitalist class and the working class.
I'he offsprings of the ruling class enjoy every advantage of education
and careful training, while the young workers of aty and count \are
the fate of the adult working class and are the objects of a 2; 58
exploitation. The niggardly crumbs of education which are granted
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to the young workers under the capitalist regime serve only to make
them more profitable objects for future exploitation. They are con-
demned to lives of wage slavery.

The economic situation of the adult worker under capitalism is
exceedingly difficult; but that of the working class youth is quite
unbearable.

From carkest childhood the sons and daughters of working
class families become the objects of capitalist exploitation. Child labor
under the most dreadful conditions continues to be widespread. The
old type of apprentice who was received into the family of his
master as a member of that family, and who had every opportunity
later to become a master of his irade, has disappeared forever.
Apprenticeship nowadays is merely a mask for the merciless exploi-
tation of the youth, and even as such it is rapidly disappearing.
The development of industrial technique has enabled the capitalists
to place young children and adolescents as unskilled workers in
the process of production. There remains only a very small aristo-
cracy of skilled labor, maintained at the expense of the large majority.

The capitalists take advantage of the diminished power of
resistance of the young workers to exploit them outrageously. The
young workers are forced to work long hours (often longer than
adult workers), and far beyond the capacity of their undeveloped
bodies. No consideration is given to their need for further education.
They must be satisfied with absurdly low wages, much below those
of adult workers for the same work. Night work, work under
unhealthy conditions, dangerous occupations, barbarous treatment
by the cmployers, unemployment without benefits and its results,
misery, prostitution, crime,—all these are the fate of the young
workers under the capitalist regime,

Conditions are especially bad in small industries and in small
shops. These seek to meet the competition of the big industries by
the merciless exploitation of the apprentices, who are absolutely
helpless in the hands of their employers and masters.

Girls, being the weakest element of the young workers,
are the objects of an especially brutal and degrading exploitation,
even worse than that of the young male workers.

Capitalism, which has proletarized the cities, also brought the
mass-proletarization of the rural population with untold misery to
the poor peasants, so that the situation of the young rural worker

is even worse than that of his urban brother.
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bourgeois democracy or in the shop councils. In many countries the
young worker is deprived, legally and illegally, of his rights to
organize politically, to attend political demonstrations, etc. Class
justice and the organs of suppression controlled by the bourgeoisie
pitilessly persecute the revolutionary young workers.

This situation became even worse during the war, and in the
period following the war the misery of the working class grew
beyond bounds. Enormous masses of half grown youths were sent
to the front and children were drawn into the workshop to take
their places and the places of the adult workers. In the shops they
were mercilessly exploited without being trained, even the few existing
protective laws being abolished. To repair the damages of the war
and to emerge from the present crisis—at the expense of the prole-
tariat, naturally—the capitalists intensify the exploitation of the
proletariat and especially of the proletarian youth, and concentrate
their attacks upon the standard of living of the working class,
imposing upon the workers an unendurable misery. The process
of the decay of capitalism brings with it increased suffering for the
young workers; economic misery, political oppression, and
disfranchisement.

THE NECESSITY FOR AND THE ROLE OF THE YOUNG
COMMUNIST MOVEMENT

The general political and economic situation of the working
class youth and its special pcsition in capitalist society forces it to
an actual participation in the class struggle, and imposes upon it,
within the framework of the general class war, a special struggle
for a change in its own conditions of work and education. To
fulfill these tasks the working class youth has organized itself into
Young Communist Leagues.

The necessity for such separate young communist organizations
arises from the peculiar psychological needs of the young workers.
These require the establishment of special independent organizations.
Still another reason is that the vouth must have a preparatory
school for the Party.

The first young proletarian organizations which arose in the
capitalist countries of Europe at the end of the nineteenth and
beginning of the twenticth centurics were organized to fight
militarism, to defend the interests of the working class youth, and
to give a special socialist education to their members. As reformism
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POLITICAL ACTIVITY OF THE YOUNG COMMUNIST
LEAGUES AND THEIR RELATION TO THE PARTIES

The Young Communist Leagues firmly reject the hypocritical
slogan of the bourgeoisic and of the Social Democracy—that the
youth must not participate in politics: The energetic participation
of the working class youth, which is such a mighty factor in social
production, is also an equally mighty force in the working class

political struggle, and is the basis of the communist education of
the young workers.

The Young Communist Leagues are subject to the political
leadership of the Communist Parties, which they accept as the
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As the working class had, at that time, no revolutionary p?lrhttl?,
the voung socialist organizations were forced to hr{:ﬂ_k d“ it ; e
p(ﬂit‘.:\' of the socialist parties and to undertake an independent

. . : -.r.
pr.ﬂitfml struggle against the bourgeoisie, its social democrati
accomplices, and the war.

Thus they contributed much to E{
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proletariat. With the formation of the Cm_mnumst lnternatmn; a_ﬂ_h
the Communist Parties and their growing strength, the ﬂ“n.‘
Communist Leagues were able to define their parficular role as youti |
organizations within the general revolutionary mm'emer}t and .
dovote themselves to their special tasks among the proletarian youtil.

Since the working class youth is a part of the working
it does not require any further organization than tiu:: Young CO ;1
munist Leagues for the various activities of the working cla?;s, such
as political, ecconomic, athletic, and others, as the proletariat as &
wlhole has already organizations for these purposes. The lel__'.!
Communist League is the mass organization of the working -.
vouth and that part of the labor movement which represents the
interests of the young workers in all matters. It is the mass sd?l:
for the communist education of the working class youth,
they can obtain practical education by their organized participation
in the struggles of the proletariat. This practical education is sU s
plemented by theoretical teaching. The Leagues are at present the
most devoted assistants to the Communist Parties and the reserve
force of these for the future. 5
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vanguard of the prolefariat and the leader of all its organizations:

that is, the Leagues accept the program, the tactics, and the political
instructions of the Parties.

Thus, united with the Communist Parties, the Young Com-
munist Leagues participate in all the Party activities and struggles
against the bourgeois parties and organizations, and against those
representatives of capital and its political organizations which strive
to preserve the rule of capitalism and capitalist exploitation. The
Young Communist Leagues also oppose the Social Democratic
Parties of all shades, which are the direct and indirect allies of the
bourgeoisie in the proletarian camp. These attempt to save capitalism
from destruction and to divert the working class from the revolu-
tionary struggle; and continually betray not only the final aims but
also the immediate interests of the proletariat. The Young Com-
munist Leagues also combat the “ pure ” syndicalists who deny the
necessity of the proletarian dictatorship, a proletarian party, and
proletarian centraiization; and the anarchists who are the ideologists
of the slum proletariat and the petty bourgeoisie and who reject
the proletarian state and preach reactionary economic views.

The Young Communist Leagues firmly oppose those organi-
zations of the youth which follow in the wake of and are supported
by bourgeois parties and bourgeois groups, such as the numerous
religious associations, nationalist sports leagues, militarist, pacifist,
and chauvinist youth organizations. They fight against the social
democratic, syndicalist, and anarchist influences among the vouth.
With those syndicalist elements who recognize the necessity of the
revolutionary struggle for the proletarian dictatorship and who
have rid themselves of their antiquated prejudices, the Young Com-
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munist Leagues fight as comrades sharing the same struggle. The 2
strive to lead all the unorganized and misled elements of the proja
tarian vouth along the road of the proletarian class struggle and
they endeavor to unite the entire working class youth under the
hanner of Commumnism. £

These are the concrete tasks of the Young Communist Leagyes
on the political field: untiring agitation for the militant aims of the
Communist International; support of the Communist Parties in ajt
their daily work and activities; participation in all the revolutionary
actions of the proletariat; discussion and explanation of current
political events and the immediate tasks of the proletariat; active
participation in all Party debates within the scope of the Communist
Parties. 4
Without questioning the political leadership of the Communist
Parties, the Young Communist Leagues require organizational
idependence for the work of education. In the interest of successful
cooperation in all militant activities the closest organizational contact
oetween Parties and Young Communist Leagues is essential and isy

obtained by mutual representation in all bodies and by continual "
mutual support. ;

THE ECONOMIC STRUGGLE OF THE YOUNG TN
COMMUNIST LEAGUES

Any radical improvement in the conditions of the working classi)
vouth 1s impossible under capitalism. Moreover. during the :: {
of the decay of capitalism the bourgeoisie strives to lower as fartik
as possible the standard of living of the working class youth and
ruthlessly opposes every slightest attempt of the young wo kers
to better their conditions. Thus the young workers can r':f;
radical changes in their situation with regard to labor and education
only after the victory of the proletariat o
The establishment of socialist society : -5:
organization of the conditions of work, \\'ithmr]:g;ﬂit::!} t: ﬁsﬁi;ﬁ
ol ﬂlE.}*.!juu‘[.{ WGI‘I'E{:I'S, but it also brings about the conditiom hat
make this reorganization possible. As the conspicuous example of
ﬂu:. Ru's.sum revolution has proven, it creates sociali t o E ..?'.".
which is a combination of productive work and of Enl: .[-:n o
education. The working class youth becomes a social T ructi 5.11
is. educated to become useful, instead of t_a-cir;g 11‘ Lﬁ l::ltum . “‘
tation. The special task of the Young Cﬂnlmu;l:s,tnl I:L:[:‘ug:; "{f';,
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the scope of the general struggle of the working class is the
realization of socialist youth education on the basis of the trans-
formation of the conditions of labor for youth.

But even before the conquest of power by the proletariat the
Young Communist Leagues struggle energetically for the betterment
of the young workers’ situation. This struggle aims at the pro-
tection of the young workers against the growing misery and
degeneration resulting from capitalist exploitation, and strives fo
increase the power of resistance of the working class by raising
its standard of living; all this to the end of depriving the capi-
talists of some of their advantageous strongholds and of uniting
the masses of young workers to fight for their most elementary
and immediate demands.

The basis and the goal of our programme is the
SOCIALIST REORGANISATION OF JUVENILE [LABOR

This means the abolition of wage slavery for all young workers
up to eighteen years of age. They must be cared for by the state
and treated from the point of view of education, until they hava
attained this age.

Aside from our relentless opposition to all child labour, which
naturally requires no further explanation, our partial demands
for all young workers of both sexes up to eighteen years are the
following:

Minimum wages ranging from the subsistence minimum up-
wards. Equal wages for equal work, for voung and adult workers
of both sexes. Progressive grading of apprentices’ wages during
the course of apprenticeship.

If the six hour day is established, wages are to be paid for
eight hours,

Wages of all young workers to be determined by trade union
agreements. |

Six hour working day with the inclusion of, and full pay for,
continuation school hours.

Forty four hour week end rest.

Strict prohibition of night work for all young workers up to
twenty years.

Prohibition of piece work and of the speeding up system.

Fully paid four weeks’ annual vacation. Free accomodation o
young workers in recreation homes, sanatoriums, etc.
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¢ A Voice
Appren.

For the Establishment of a Militant Front with the Adult
Working Class the Young Communist International has formu-
lated the following demands:

Young workers to have full rights on a]l shop councils.

Young workers to be accepted on equal terms in the trade unions
but to pay lower dues.

According to the peculiar conditions that may exist in difierent
countries the Young Communist Leagues may enlarge or adapt
these demands as the occasion requires.

The fate of the working class youth is inseparably connected
with that of the whole working class. The economic struggle of
the young workers can be successful only when it is carried on
with the full suppert of, and in conjunction with, the adult working
class. The adults must support the struggling young workers, since
the interests of the working class youth are the interests of the
proletariat as a whole, and since the economic problems of the
working class are inseparable from those of the young workers.
The Young Communist Leagues conduct their economic struggle
through the organizations of the whole proletariat and, primarily,
through the trade unions,

The trade unions are the mass organizations of the workers for
the protection of their economic interests. The Young Communist
Leagues advocate on principle the equality of young and adult
workers in the trade unions and strive to induce the trade unions to
defend the interests of the young workers. Each member of the
Young Communist League must also be a member of his trade
union, The Young Communist Leagues are, however, thoroughly
conscious of the fact that only the revolutionary trade unions desire
to, and can, represent the interests of the workers, young and old.
They therefore oppose the reformist trade union bureaucracy, strive
to revolutionize the trade unions, and support the Red Interna-.
tional of Labour Unions.

THE ANTI-MILITARIST STRUGGLE OF THE YOUNG
COMMUNIST LEAGUES

Militarism is an invariable and inevitable component of capi-
talism and is one of the most powerful instruments of its rule
The struggle against militarism is therefore the struggle against
one of the mightiest tools of bourgeois class rule.
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ments of the bourgeois army and win them to its side, to turn the
weapons that were directed against the working class against the
ruling class.

In this struggle the Young Communist Leagues and the Com-
munist Parties are confronted with the special tasks of :—

Struggle against the psychological militarization of the young
workers by the bourgcoisie;

Struggle against the military education of the working class
youth as a preparation for army service;

Revolutionary work within the bourgeois armies, through nu-
clei in the regular standing armies, the colonial and occupation
troops, m preparatory military institutions, and by propaganda
against war, militarism, and the use of the army in the service of
capitalism;

Struggle for the material interests and the right of organiza-
tion of the soldiers;

Struggle for the annulment of the Treaty of Versailles and the
other peace treaties which are the causes of new wars;

Struggle against imperialist wars by every means, including
the general strike and armed uprisings, and the transformation of
the imperialist war into a revolutionary civil war;

Struggle against and disarmament of the armed organizations
of the bourgeoisie, which are cspecially created for the suppression
of the proletariat, and against the military and nationalistic youth
organizations which serve them as reserves;

Self-protection of the working class against reaction, and the
arming of the workers for their struggle.

The Young Communist Leagues carry on a broad propaganda
among the young workers, especially among those in the army, for
the spread of these principles in opposition to bourgeois militarism.

THE EDUCATIONAL WORK OF THE YOUNG
COMMUNIST LEAGUES

The work of education and propaganda is an indispensable
part of the whole activity of the Young Communist Leagues. By
education, in this sense, is meant the communication to the young
workers of the summed up experiences of the struggle, in order to
make them conscious and determined hghters against capitalism
and for the proletariat, for revolution and for the builders of a
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talist exploitation upon the physique of the youth and to comba
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The influence of the bourgeoisie which is especially broug _1t lu A
upon the young children must be munt‘eractcd by a definite 3; Lﬂi;le
munist education of the proletarian children. They must also .
drawn into the class struggle, and in a maoner tfmt corresponds
to their mental abilities. The Communist Children’s Group is the
form of organization which the Young Communist Leagues use in

this work.

The Leagues also devote much attention to prupﬂg_mlda and
agitation in the rural districts, having due regard to the importance
of that work. The methods of this work are adapted to the special
cconomic and cultural circumstances of the young rural workers.
They are based upon the problems which lie nearest the hearts and
lives of the voung rural workers; they are adapted to the intellectual
level of these young workers; and they give due consideration to
their prejudices. The winning over of the rural proletariat can be
achieved only by energetic and persistent work by the urban orga-
nizations of the Young Communist Leagues.

THE BASIS OF THE ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

The organizational structure of the Young Communist Leagues
corresponds to their role and their tasks. The shop nuclei are the
organs through which the Leagues remain in close contact with the
masses of the working class youth, for agitation among them and for
drawing them into the communist ranks. The Leagues insist upon strict
discipline in the organization, and upon independent initiative, that
18, upon the energetic participation of its members in all the work
and struggles of the League. Leadership is based upon democratic
centralization. The Young Communist Leagues are essentially
organizations of the working class youth, but they strive to win
over the best elements of the intellectuals and of the small peasantry
as well. Without creating any special organization for them, the:,:
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give place in their ranks to their most active elements and to those
who are most devoted to the proletarian cause.

The Young Communist Leagues understand thoroughly that
they live in an enemy world and that white terror may at any time
force them underground. They make continual preparations, tech:
nically and ideologically, for such an eventuality. Even if forced
underground by the persecutions of reaction they strive to maintain
at all times and by all means, their contact with, and their influence
over, the masses.

THE WORKING CLASS YOUTH OF THE CQLONIAL
COUNTRIES

More than one half of the entire human race sufiers under the
yoke of imperialism in the colonial and semi-colonial countries. The
exploitation  of the backward peoples of Asia and Adrica
is one of the foundation stones of medern capitalist world
cconomy. The national struggle for liberation of the oppressed
colonial and semi-colonial countries is, therefore, a most important
factor in the revolution against capitalism. The union of the revolu-
tionary proletariat of the capitalist countries with the colored
slaves of imperialism is one of the most important conditions of the
victorious struggle. The increasing capitalist development of the
largest colonial and semi-colonial countries has created the first con-
dition for the division of classes—the working class on one hand
and the bourgeois and feudal class on the other; the native laboring
population has been aroused and the national revolutionary struggle
becomes a struggle aganst the native feudalism and the native
bourgeoisie,

The condition of the young workers in these countries is even
worse than the condition of the youth in the ruling countries. The
voung workers of the colonies suffer under the double oppression
of native and of foreign exploitation which still retains, in many
cases, the old feudalistic and patriarchal forms. The widely spread
system of petty industries and petty trade, fighting desperately for
existence, 1s the cause of a savage exploitation of the youth such as
the young worker of Europe and America has not known for a long
time. The misery of the peasantry and the feudal backwardness of
agriculture make the situation of the young worker in the rural
districts even worse than that of his urban brother. To these may
be added the exraordinary cultural backwardness and social enslave-
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ment of the youth of those countries: the unbou |

_ es; nded influence of the
d.c{gy, based upon the ignorance of the masses; the slavish con-
d!hnna of women; and the patriarchal rights of the employer over
his employees.

The young communists of the oppressed colonial countries face
a double task:

(1) To organize a mass movement of the young workers under
the banner of revolutionary liberation from the foreign imperialistic
yoke; to establish an alliance with the proletariat of the capitalist
countries; to fight for the economic, cultural, and political needs
and demands of the youth.

(2) To create organizations of conscious voung communist
workers to lead the working class youth in the national revolu-
tionary struggle and to prepare the class struggle for communism
which is inevitable in those countries also, with the advent of the
advancing world revolution. The organizational forms of the revolu-
tionary youth movement in the colonial and semi-colonial countries
are determined by the historical, economic, social and political con-
ditions peculiar to each country.

The young communists of the capitalist countries, especially
those countries which maintain a colonial policy of aggression, must
fight for the liberation of the oppressed colonial peoples; against
the racial prejudices of the workers in their own lands; and must
support with energy the struggle of the young workers in the
colonial countries.

THE WORKING CLASS YOUTH AND THE DICTATORSHIP
OF THE PROLETARIAT

The overthrow of the bourgeoisie and the establishment of the
proletarian dictatorship changes radically the situation of the work-
ing class youth. The oppressed, enslaved, workers of capitalism
become free citizens of the proletarian state. The proletarian dictator-
ship strives to improve, radically, the condition of the young workers,
politically economically, and culturally, and gradually accomplishes
this task. The revolutionary youth organizations which are
persecuted and oppressed by capitalism, receive the material and
moral support of the Soviet state: they become active participants
in the work of reconstruction of the proletarian state, and especially
in regard to youth labor and education. The Young Communist
Leagues are given every opportunity to become mass organizations
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for the communist education of the working class youth, with due
consideration to every sphere of the lives of the young workers. The
purpose of this education during the period of the dictatorship is the
training and equipping of the young proletariat to become workers
and fighters in all the realms of struggle and of reconstruction,

The activity of the Young Communist Leagues changes with the
altered class nature of the state. While they were a weapon for
the overthrow of the bourgeois state under capitalism, they become
a support of the Soviet power under the proletarian dictatorship.
The Young Communist Leagues share actively in the establishment
of the socialist state, the rebuilding of its industry, and the reforma-
tion of its agriculture. The struggle against bourgeois militarism is
replaced by the joining of the red army or navy and by work to
strengthen these organizations. The best forces of the Young Com-
munist Leagues join the red army, after the conquest of power by
the proletariat, and become soldiers, political workers, and red
commanders. The Leagues realize their program of economic
demands — the gradual socialist reorganization of juvenile labor —
through the establishment of the proletarian state and with the aid
of the trade unions, the class organizations of the proletariat. The
Leagues assume the leadership in this work. The struggle against
the bourgeois educational institutions and their mental chloroforming
of the youth is replaced by active help given to the socialist state in
the establishment of a uniform vocational school system; by the
organization of schools for the young workers and apprentices; by
the capture of the secondary and higher schools by the proletariat;
and by the organization of popular education for the masses. The
educational work of the Young Communist Leagues becomes wider
and more profound: with the altered purpose of their communist
educational work and their increased material and mental powers,
new tasks arise on this field.

THE YOUNG COMMUNIST INTERNATION AL

To be successful, the struggle of the proletariat for Communism
must be internationally organized. The same thing is true of the
working class youth. Therefore the Young Communist Leagues of
all countries are united in the Young Communist International, the
world organization of the revolutionary proletarian youth and their
international leader and director.
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The {irs{ International Union of Socialist Youth Organisations
was formed in 1907, at the Stuttgart Congress. In spite of the
attempts of the reformists and social patriots to break up this union
the overwhelming majority of its affiliated organizations prnclaimeci
at t.he end of the war — the beginning of the revolutionary period —
their adherence to the principles of the revolutionary class struggle
and created the Young Communist International. This is in reality,
then, l!IE' true successor of the International Union of Socialist Youth
Organisations. The few socialist youth organizations which had
never belonged to an international league, for reformist reasons,
before the war; or which had broken away from the International
Union during the war; or which were later created by the social
democrats in opposition to the revolutionary youth organizations,
t'qnncd the Young Workers' International and the International
Working Union of Socialist Youth Organisations, in 1921, They
thereby split the united front of the working class youth under the
banner of revolution, and in 1923 they united into a single reformist
orgamization, directed against the Young Communist International.

Unlike the social democratic internationals which are merely
loose federations, the Young Communist International is built upon
the principle of international centralization. Its decisions are the
supreme laws for all national sections. The practical tasks of
the Young Communist International are: International agitation,
and the execution of international actions; leadership of the Young
Communist Leagues in all their activities; support of the national
sections in their work; organization of new Leagues; and the cul-
tivation of the spirit of solidarity among the revolutionary youth
of all countries.

The Young Communist International accepts the principles of
the Communist International and forms one of its sections. The
Executive Committee of the Young Communist International main-
tains close contact with the Executive Committee of the Communist
International and is subjected to the latter’s political leadership.

The Young Communist International has appointed the first
Sunday in September as International Youth Day for the inter-
national celebration of the young workers, the day on which they
manifest their will to fight for their demands until they have at-
tained the final victory of their principles.

A new epoch in the history of the working class youth began
with the foundation of the Young Communist International. Na-
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tional boundaries and national divisions do not exist for t_lle Yﬂung
Communist International. 1t opposes capitalism in one single uni-
ted front and its iron ring encircles the whole world. [he Ynung
Communist International creates the prerequisites for the emanci-
pation of the working class youth from the _unendurable political,
economic, and cultural impositions of capitahism. Called upon as
a part of the militant Communist lnt;:rn;umnfll to accomplish tlps
task. the Young Communist International will not lay down its

arms until this work 1s done.
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RESOLUTION

on the

ECONOMIC DEMANDS OF THE PROGRAM
OF THE YOUNG COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

INCE the Second World Congress issued its call to battle for
\ the economic demands of the working class youth, the eco-
nomic movement amongst the young workers has grown con-
siderably. Increasing economic pressure is sowing the seeds of
dissatisfaction in the ranks of the young workers and apprentices,
and 1s giving them a great impetus in their economic struggle. Un-
der the leadership and with the cooperation of the Young Com-
munist Leagues a number of battles were fought. In these struggles
the Leagues leit the realm of theoretical propaganda and took up
the struggle for practical demands. In spite of the different con-
ditions in the various countries, fhe basic and fundamental facts of
the situation of the working class youlh are the same everywhere, and
in all the struggles a need for definite common aims and for joint
economic action of the Young Communist Leagues became evident.
This was all the more necessary as, in the present stage of historical
development, this fight must ever more and more assume an inter-
national character.

(2) The fundamental feature of the position of the working class
youth in capitalist society (their inclusion in the process of production
as fully developed workers and objects of exploitation under the
system of wage slavery, and their deliberate exclusion from education)
is the same in every country and demands the united application
of the lever of our basic demands. The sweating methods prevailing
today in the apprenticeship system, and the exclusion from vocational
iraining of the overwhelming majority of the working class youth,

| due to the endeavors of capitalism to reduce the number of highly

naid skilled workers and to compel still more workers to perform

,.'. . underpaid unskilled labor, are also international phenomena. In
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some countries there is an attempt to veil these facts by a system of
compulsory continuation school training. The obsolete conditions
prevailing in such schools, which in most cases only serve to inten-
sify the exploitation (by the extension of working hours, by causing
extra expenses, etc.) call for an energetic struggle for a number of
measures towards their systematic and thorough revision. The fact,
furthermore, that the young workers, periornung the labor nl'
adult workers, receive lower wages -than the latter—wages which
hardly suffice to sustain life,—and still more, the miserable wages
of the apprentices and the discrimination in the treatment of young
as against adult workers in the matter of unemployment benefits—
all these facts necessitate the establishment of immediate and concrete
demands on the wage system of juvenile labor. The long working
hours which menace the physical and mental well-being of the young
workers, the night work, the lack of recreation and holidays, lead
the working class youth of all countries to set up definite demands.
The present lnmr:mt: conditions under which the youth is working
are horrible: child labor is still being employed. The agricultural
voung workers are subject to particular exploitation. In spite of the
varying local conditions, the miserable situation of the working class
vouth is the same everywhere in the r:apltahst world. From this
fact arises the necessity of setting up economic demands of an inter-
national character and of combining them into an infernational pro-
gram of demands.

(3) The working class youth has previously had an international
economic program, “Demands for the Economic Protection of
the Youth”, adopted a the first congress of the Young liternational
at Sfuf!rran' in 1907. Although the fundamental basis of this pro-
gram is still the property of the working class youth, it can no
more be considered as the basis of the economic struggle of the
Y.Cl. and must be revised and amended. This program does not
give attention to the all-important question of wages of the young
workers, nor does it demand the radical transformation of the
system of education and vocational training, but contents
itself with reformist demands for the improvement of the present
system of apprentice-ship. Furthermore, the age limit for shorter
uﬂrkmg hours must be extended, and the problem of holidays, which
is omitted in the old program, must be dealt with. Above all,
however, the Stuttgart minimum program is @ program 0]
demands for reforms to be carried into practice within the bounds.
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of capitalist sociely by means of reformist methods. 1t lacks those
clements which go beyond the limil of capitalist society and which
serve fo break it down, and which can be jully realized only after
the overthrow of capitalism. Its avowed purpose is to *eliminate
the worst instances of exploifation which prevent its victims even
from participation in the struggle against the present economic
system .  The militant program of the Young Communist Inter-
national, however, cannot respect the exigencies of the capitalist
economic system nor be merely a means {o eliminate the worst in-
stances of the exploitation of the working class youth. If must become
an instrument for the elimination of all exploifation and must pro-
claim the ultimate and fundamental aim of the economic struggle of
the young workers: the complele transformation of the conditions of
juvenile labor ,and its socialist reorganization .

Therefore, the Young Communist International, the leader of
the class conscious working class youth, has elaborated a new pro-
gram of economic demands of the young workers which it herewith
submits to the great mass of the oppressed and exploited young
proletariat and to the entire working class.

The basis and aim of our program is the

SOCIALIST REORGANIZATION OF JUVENILE LABOR
This means

ABOLITION OF WAGE SLAVERY FOR ALL YOUNG

WORKERS UP TO 18 YEARS, WHO MUST BE CARED

FOR BY THE STATE AND TREATED FROM AN

EDUCATIONAL POINT OF VIEW UNTIL THEY
HAVE ATTAINED THIS AGE.

Our partial demands for all young workers of both sexes up to
18 years (relentless opposition to all child labor is a matter of
course) are the following:

Minimum wages ranging f[rom the subsistence minimum
upwards. Equal wages for equal work for young and adult wor-
kers of both sexes. Progressive grading of apprentices’ wages
during the course of apprenticeship. .

1i the six hour day is established, wagts are to be paid

- for eight hours. |

Wages of all 'young workers to be determined bjr trade

union agreements. ‘



Six hour working day with the inclusion of, and full pay

jor, continuation school hours.
Forty-four hour wcek-d;mll HS'LI-L
Strict prohibition of night wor

"'- 'F'I.ar "‘" : .
N ?‘rgilib:itiml of piece work and the speeding up system.

Fully paid four weeks’ q:mual vmiﬂh:?ﬂ. tF;‘?‘lf;‘"il;ﬂ:::Odﬂhﬂﬂ
of young workers in recreation homes, ‘siulft um i eﬁplﬂ)'ed

Prohibition of young workers up to ) "’lfa lth ( lass works
in shops and industries injurious to their EI?ES ufgthe eict
underground work in the mines, certain branc
| iry, etc.). 21 9
mdu?ﬁqﬁml u?wmp!nynwnt doles for young at?s(‘lst:::it :;‘::f";
unemployment doles ranging from the subsi

upwards. : th either in
. | ment of the unemployed youth eit
Lﬂﬂlp“ls{}ﬁ {'Hlpl{}) nt 0 ua ]‘Eﬂtf’ﬂ cnntinuahﬂ“ of

hops or {raining schools which £
?raiﬂing for the young workers who have been compelled to
interrupt their apprenticeship.

Regarding fechmical training and th

for all young workers up

¢ apprenticeship system our

Prohibition to occupy apprenti i ‘ork |
b Py apprentices with work not belonging

Prohibition of the “living in" system

Strict supervision of apprenticeship by the organs of the
working class (trade unions, shop councils).
- Labor organizations and their representatives to have a
voIce :n_lhﬂ- supervision of the fraining shops and trade schools.
Apprentices (pupils) to elect councils for the same purpose.

For the establishment of a militant front with the adult working
class, the Y.C.1. has formulated the following demands:

Young workers to have full rights on all shop councils.

~ Young workers to be accepted on equal terms into the trade
unions, but to pay lower dues.

‘{4} These demands of the Young Communist International
require of the capitalist system a complete change of the present
wage system for the young workers. The determination of the wages
of the young workers, as well as of the apprentices, must not be
left to the arbitrary decision of the rapacious employer, but must
b}* done by collective contracts of the trade unions. Under no
circumstances can we further tolerate that the wages of the young
workers not even suffice for their bare necessities of life; the

minimum of subsistence must constitute the basis for the minimum
wage of the young workers. The disgraceful custom, fatal to the
entire proletariat, of paying to young workers who do the work
of adults, lower wages than to the latter, thus causing continuous
competition between voung and adult workers, must be abolished.
Fqual wages for equal work! The intensified exploitation of the
proletarian girl must cease. The demand for equal wages for equal
labor applies to her as well as to the young male workers. The
six hour day, once cstablished, must not be of disadvantage for the
young workers; they must receive wages for an eight hour day.
As long as capitalist apprenticeship continues to exist as a feature
of juvenile wage-slavery, and as long as the socialist reorganization
of youth labor and the care for the welfare of the young workers
is not yet brought about, the apprentices must receive increases in
wages corresponding to the skill acquired, i. e. graded increases
in wages corresponding to the rtespective wages of the skilled
workers. With regard to the present shameful wage system, the
fact must be mentioned, that in most countries unemployed *young
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jemands are as follows: ‘
. Compulsory free and complete trade education for all young

workers up to 18 years. : .
Technical training to be based on practical “m:ch :onli
regulated according to the principles of the v:'ﬂrkwshopf o
(factories, etc.). The basis for this is tl}e establishment ot sp
apprentices’ departments in the factories.
; Fstablishment of common training shops for a n_umh:r t:: !
home and petty industries, in which part of the working hours

are to be spent, ‘ . ;
Abolition of individual indentures, and the inclusion of the

apprentices in all collective agreements. ‘ : :
Abolition of apprentices’ sweating by strict regulations
regarding the right to employ apprentices (maximum nu o
of apprentices in proportion to a definite number of wurk?rs;'*"
severe punishment for mistreatment and lor offences agains
working hours and profective legislation). . et
Two years apprenticeship, including the probation [N.'ﬂOdn ]
which is quite sufficient in consideration the present fapltﬂhﬂl:

character of work. A

B
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workers and apprentices receive, al best, much lower unemploy
doles than the adult workers, and m most 1.‘:.1:;15'.::. none '."lt all
young Workers, however, must not only sustam life just as
adult workers must, but they are t‘H]}IUH‘Li much more to the dang_l
of misery and often lose the possibility .“f learning a trade. From
Mese facts results the imperative necessity for the demands of 1__
vV C 1 for equal unemployment doles for young and adult workers.
Ll for the establishment of training shops for the former,

The six hour day for young workers was also a demand of t'
Stuttgart program and, under the pressure of the ynu_ng WDl’fll
cvent the antaconist Internationals of Youth had to include thi§
demand m their programs,  Considering  the critical and early
stage of development of the youth and their need for mental education
and physical training, no one will today deny the imperative nqcm;i
of the six hour day. Furthermore, the prohibition of night work fot
all youths up to this age and of their employment in shops and s
dustries injurious to their health, is a matter of course for the work :u
class which dees not want its youth to be destroyed in the ‘;l
its years. We strive for a physically and mentally younger generationy
every voung worker must receive sufficient holidays and good "
durmg these holidays, as well as sufficient week-end rest. R

e Y.C.L furthermore, advocates a number of demands for the
transformation of the present apprenticeship system and for fradé
education Jor oll youny workers, which capitalism has made the xe
pensive privilege of a few. This compulsory trade education is.not
to hm‘_w: the character of the present hmlruf{]is: apprenticeship and ca 1
tinuation schools where the pupils are cxploited and receive no real
raimng W theit teade but these schools must provide practical
training based on the principles of the workshop school and excllE

g all exploitation \Ithough this ik
A ' s demand can be realized 10¢4
the rule of the working class 1d can be realized only b
' L

It - e , .
:mil“:"' ”i.'“' I; Asts of 1:”5 cducation l::::;illwnf]:I'ti:;l:;ﬁict;' fT'v
N every mndaustry, which is to he ¢ (T = ,":'r'
By the :lt:-r:-litilnn pi ndividual i‘n:lg:::!.:ir[:::ht%ni:& ::m “.nlrkﬁlthpﬁcg;
by the organizations of the workin ri‘_l; ":ﬂ“?{‘ Stric .E;____ E:-";'.._
wrested from the contro) of vapital :IH({ ‘t-‘f"ﬂitl';mnllcﬂshlp |d;'h
agreements n:_}f the trade Umions. The ey lrjitL:l' ated 1:’)’ th? coll e
apprenticeship, the sw cating of prffll!i{'}ﬂ; ?: 101 r:rf ]IWEIIIIE --' ’_*
the employer, musl be mthlts:;lj.' lought t;u‘.;t] e claim of l-he rlgl_l_ :
»h and the apprentice who PE
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forms the labor of a worker must have th

worker. If, for purposes of exploitation, the training of 2 i

in industrial E{lterprim I8 mlrlt:sled {o ;; worker in tlfteuif;ﬁ;“st:o?
or takes place in piece work squads, this state of affairs must be radi-
cally changed. Special apprentices’ departments equipped with all
modern conveniences for training must be established in all factories
and must provide the principal part of education. Under capitalism
these apprentices’ departments must be strictly controlled by the

;ﬂi_rl-:ting class in order to prevent the numerous abuses by the capi-
alists.

¢ status and the rights of a

The small medieval workshop, whose hour of doom has struck,
cannot be the sole place of modern technical education, for today the
chief object is to train useful workers jor industry. The establishment
of collective training shops for a number of home and petty industries
in which apprentices devote part of their time to technical education
Is a necessity, as long as the apprenticeship system continues to exist
in handicraft. The form of these depends upon the practical possibi-
lities: either apprentices’ departments in great industrial enterprises
or practice in continuation schools. Under the slogan of socialist re-
organization of juvenile labor the Young Communist International
demands the education of all young workers up fo 18 years. But this
extensive education which can only be realized in a socialist society,
has nothing whatsoever to do with the technical training under a
specialized capitalist system. For every apprenticeship, lasting longer
than two years, capitalist greed it the only motive. Hence, the Y.CL,
now as before, demands of the capitalist system the old Stuttgart
demand: A two years maximum for all apprentices—which is foday’
more justified than ever since the division and specialization of labor
has advanced considerably in the course of the fifteen years since the

Stuttgart congress.

(5) What is the essence of our partial demands and !Iar{r rela-
tion to our revolutionary struggle? Abave all they can be judged
only as part of the whole, of our entire militant activities, and of
which' they mnstituh:f an Eﬂ;aparnbjf T:tﬁf;m;;:: ;n: .;{jﬂﬁf;; ;

' fial demands, we do ma
:;:;f: t;:'?e lgrf;:;nrfan revolution and the rs!ﬂbiiskfntnt of a smai::f
sociely.  All our propaganda and all our work is go verned df &v the
knowledge “that capitalism is incapable of granting a decided im-
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provement in the situation o] the proletariat-and in the organizalion
of juvenile labor.

Our partial demands are those which the working class musl
formulate to keep intact the life and health of its youth, who must be
strengthened both physically and mentally for the class struggle and
must be made valuable assets of the proletarian state that 18 to be.
When preparing such demands, the working class cannot follow the
example of the Social-Democrats and consider whether or not such
demands may be adjusted to the interests of capitalist economy. Only
the degree of pauperization which the proletariat can endure und yel
retain ifs fighting qualities, can determine our actions, not the needs
and the exigencies of capitalist society. On the contrary—in the
hands of the communists these partial demands become a lever of
action with which to bring about revolutionary movements and to
undermine the power capitalism. This can be accomplished all the
sooner since the minimum demands for the workers’ standard of living
which were commonly acknowledged before the war, are foday no
longer being realized in the period of the decline of capitalism, and
will lead to bitter struggles between the working class and capital.
While the Y.C.I. is thus fighting for a decisive improvement in the
economic situation of the working class vouth, it subordinates this

struggle to the interests of the general revolutionary struggle of the
working class.

The realization of the most modest demands can today be

achieved only by bringing into play the economic and political power
of labor, i. e, by means of the revolutionary struggle. A clear re-
cognition of this fact, which finds its expression in the communist
policy in parliaments and municipal councils, disfinguishes the econo-
mic struggle of the communist organizations from the reformist
policy of the Social-Democrats who, driven by the fear of the necessity
for a revolutionary struggle, have sacrificed the most elementary and
vital demands of the working class to the capitalist dictatorship; who
have carefully refrained from calling upon the masses and who discri-
minate between “economic” problems and political struggles. This is
a very serious mistake which the social democrates share with the
“pure” syndicalists.

The more delermined the struggle becomes which the masses
make for their demands, the greater will be the resistance of capital.
The determination to struggle will increase in the masses and they

21

willl learn to look with confidence upon the communist organizations
while, on the other hand, they will have the practical experience of the
shallowness of the social democratic policy. The Communist Party
or the Young Communist League will fight on the side of the masses,
showing them by clear and cutting criticism, the connections between
the various problems, the reasons for their successes and their defeats,
and the significance of their struggle. To the degree in which strugg-
les for partial demands mobilize ever greater masses of workers (and
it is the task of the communist organizations to extend, intensijy and
combine such struggles under concrete slogans); to the degree in
which, in this struggle, the needs of the proletarian masses are
opposed to the needs of capitalist society—in that degree will the
working class realize that if it wants lo live, capitalist society must
perish. This knowledge is the basis of the determination for the
struggle for the proletarian dictatorship.

Thus the struggle for the economc partial demands becomes the -
training school for the broad masses of the working class youth which
are still apathetic or muddled.




RESOLUTION

on the

PROGRAM

(1) To adopt as a basis the new draft of the program

proposed by the E.C. of the Y.C

(2) To instruct the next Bureau Session to decide upon the
program in its definite and final form.

(3) To carry on a thorough discussion regarding the program
in the Leagues.

(4) To instruct the E.C. to publish the Berlin Program and
the draft for the new program in the more important languages.

f-['\l I Third Congress of the Y.C.L resolves:
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