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T
ilE ' -ou rl h \\'orld CongrtsS of the Communist Intrm:lIIonal 
discussed imd considered the qutstion 01 ;t program for Ihl' 
Communist International. The fmal adoption of Ihe prOl(r3111 

.... 'as poslponrd, ho .... ~'rr, until Ihe fifth World Congr5S. AI the 
same tmlf all the nallonat s«hons of the CommunISt InltrnallOOal 
.... ·rrt IIlslructrd 10 lormul:ue programs for thtir 0"" nalLonal com· 
munist mo\'emeu!s • 

This decision apphl'S also 10 the Young Communist Inler· 
n.,itonal The program of Ihe Young Communist inltmallooai IS of 
sprela! Importance bccaust its \\or~ ij carried on among 3 partilul.1r 
section of the lII orlang class, - the young prolelari.1l. In its \\Or1: 
of educ:tling the young .... or\.:ers lor the class struggle and for com­
munism the Young Communisl Inttrnationa l f3l:ts problma and 
encounlrrs diffirultits and t:tsks of a SOri ~hich art scarctl)' louchtd 
upon b)' the part)', This makes it n«ess.it)' to formulatt a concrett 
practical program for Iht acth'ilies of Iht Young Communist Inttr­
nation'" :md to conn« 1 this program dosely ~ith that 01 the Com, 
munist Inltrn.itional $0 thai they may be' used M a common ~t~n 
in Iht struggles of tht ·communisl mo\'tmtnl 

Up to tht prrsenl the \'oung CommuOlst Inttrnatlonal bas 
used tht program 01 Its prthmmary conferOHt m 8tfhn in 1910 
A n C"o\ prog ram W;'IS prcpmoo for tht Third World Congress 01 Iht 
Young Conlmumst Inttrnational but thtrt ",as not suffidt'l1t timt to 
submit It Itl'$t to tht Ltagut'S for diSCUSSlOO, lis adoption, tb«efOlt, 
hOO Iq be postponed. bul tht congr s camt 10 tht lollo ... ing decision, 

The Third Con~res.s of tht Young Communist Intrrn.ilional 

r~h'~: • 
I. To adopt as a b.uis the nev.' dra ft of tht program propostd 

by the t:xC\uti\'t Comrnittre of tht Young Communisl InttrnahOll3I 
3 

" 
• 



"1 To instruct tht' lIe).t Bureau St-ssion to decide upon the pro.. 
J.!r .. m in lis defmite and finnt form. 

3. To l'arry on a thorough discussion regarding the progr;uu in 
thl' l\·a/.!1!~s 

-t. To instrud th~ ExccuHw Commilt~ to pl:l>lish Ihe Ikrlin 
progr'llll :U\d the dmft for the nC\\ program in Ihe more imporlant , 
!.1Ugll:\j! ('S. 

f\ t the same lime ,I spcri:\J progr.1111 rommissioll was charged 
by the \'ongn.·ss wilh the impro\'emenl <lnd su pplementing of the 
drnlt. .. \ snlilllcr commission \\as instructed to impro\'e the style of the 
draft. :\lId Ihe ExtX"uti\(~ Commilit'C was charged with carrying out 
this r('Solulioll, 

, This booklet, summing lip the labors of the snwll commission 
is intended to com ply wi lit the decision of the congress, We prin l, 
here\\ lilt, thl' address thai was delh'cred on the program question 
without ,abridgcrnl'lIt, belic\'ing this to be the best way of present ing 
the fOMn of the new progrilm, its differences from Ihe old olle and 
from the programs of our Socia l Democr.1tic opponents. We <llso 
print tltl' !lew (Iempor:\ry) form 01 the progr.111\ and the special 
resolution upon which the economic demands of the program arc 
b.1sed. finally we reprint the Berlin progr.1m. 

\,\llth thrse documents we present to the Leagucs all the necessary 
maltrial on the progr.1ll1 qucstion. It will thcn be the task of the 
national ext\:utive committees and the officials to inform the member­
ships on this new program and to stimulate a fruitful di.$Cussion. By 
fruitful \Ie mean a discussion Ihat will take the members more dctply 
mlo the problem of the young comlllunist movement and the 
struJ!"cles of the Young Comlllunist In ternational ; and a discussion 
that will rouse more activity in the leagues. This discussion of the 
prof,!ram enables us to begin a compaign of systematic political rou­
ration ;tnd also enablcs the membership 10 follow with more interest 
and inielli,(!ence the dC'b.1 tcs on the party program. The indiflere,1 
masses of Ihe youth and the Socia l Democrats should also be 
:Ipproachoo in this \lork of enlightl'lIment rind induced 10 participate 
III the discussion on our prdgram and OtJ r organiz.1tioll. 

If \\e do this our suCctss is ·inevi ta ble. The Berlin program won 
over to the You ng Communist In ternational nil the revoliltionary 

, 

I 
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groups of the youth, The ne .... program of the Young Communist 
internnlionai should win o,'er 10 us the millions of unorga.niud 
young workers and peas..1nls and transform the Young Communist 
International inlo.<I genuine mass org.1ni7 .. , lion or the young workers 

TtlE EXECUTIVE COMMITT£.£. 
OF TtlE ' YOUNO CO,II ,IIUNIST INTERNATIONAL 
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REPORT 
on Ihe 

PROGRAM OF THE YOU NG CO MMUNIST 
INTERNATIONAL 

IXli\'cl'oo at the TIlird Congress of the Y.c.!. 
by Comrade Shatzkin. 

--------~---------------

.• \Vc do not propose 10 iormui ... i(' the progrml1 in its filial 
fo rm at thiS congress. It is self-evident thai the prOj!ra1l\ -is, and 
should be, the llIost important document of the Voung Communist 
lntcrnat iol1<l1. ,lIId IhOlt therefore the adoption of a new program 
cannol take place until after a thorough discussion in the leagues. 
\'\1(, hOld 100 little time for th is be fore ih e Th ird Congress ; the 
I1lClierial on the question was published rather laic and even then 
it was not complete. \Vc bclic\'c tha t Ihe final adoption of a new 
program shou ld be postponed to the .next meeting of Ihe Bureau. 
Ilow('\,cr, since there were no iundamentfli d iifrrences <llllong the 
members of the Ex('{'utivc ,mel of the progralJl commission we 
lx'lie\'e that the presen t dr.1ft should be accepted as :l b.1.sis fo; dis. 
rusion in the Leagues. 

•. During th e period bct'>' een the Third Congress and Ih~ Bure,HI 
Session, the question should be brought up for diS('ussion in the 
Leagues, through the press and in meelings. The Bllfeall wi ll then 
be able to formulate a final progr.1.m for the V.c. 1. ,HId 10 adopt 
it in the n.1.me of our congr£$s. 

.. Firsl of all, we must Clearly realize that ou r prOR ram 
IS primaril)' a practical progra m, that is, that it deals in a 
)Jener.11 fashion with the plans of the Young Commu nist l eagues 
for their future struggle. We <Ire a section of the Com munist In ter. 
national,. Olnd tilt; progr.1.1ll 10 be formulated .1.1 Ihe next congress of 
the COlllllllern WIll .1.lso be our progr<llll. Its program is th e geneT<11 
theoretical basis for the activit)' of all scttions of the C. I. incl ud ing 
the Young Communist Internationa l. Thc individual progr.1m 01 

• • 

• 

the national sed ions, as well as our own program, are intended 
to dra '>" the concrete conclusions from the general program of the 
C.I., tha t is, our prOb'1'am shall be the special application of thc 
general principles of the Comintern to a definite stelion of the 
working class and in a spedal province of the communist movement. 
II follows therefrom th.1.t our program ('.1.n, and must, be more 
concrete than that 01 the C I. This is why that question which playS" 
Ihe most important part in the fonnulation of a new program 
of the C I. namely the question 01 immedi.1te dem.mtis, must be 
.1.dopled in our program. Obviously, 10 be pr.1.C tical it must include 
all our innnediate demands and the slruggle for these demands. 
We can set up a detailed plan of our adh'iiy and of our struggle 
only for Ihe period of prep.1.ration for the proletarian rt'o'olulion, 
and the period of ihe conquest of power. We cannot formu late our 
program chronologically, as the Comintern has done, or set up a 
concrete plan for the work and the s truggle of the leagues after 
the conquest of power. We must confine ourselvcs in this respttl 
10 a general sur\'ey of the \'arious possibilities of de\'elopment of 
the si tuation and of the tasks of the )'oung ..... orkers after the conquest 
of power ; for there is a difference in the character of our program 
and that of the Comintern as to the possibility of formulating our 
tasks in the period aft er the conquest of power. The program of the 
Cofnintern makes ust of the experience of the Russian revolution in 
.1.11 great political questions, as f ~r instance,. the question. of pro­
letarian dictatorship, the proletanan sta te: I. e. the ~~vlels; the 
relation bet ...... een the proletariat and the petty bourgeoiSie, between 
ihe imperialist nations and their colonies, etc. , , _ . a ll the ~eral 
political problems which can be internationalized from ~he expenCl1ce 
of the Russian re\'olulion. In ours we have to deal With more con­
crete problems. The most important part of our program, for in· 
stance is Ihe "I,ork of education. This is not to be found at all 
in the 'program of the CoDununisl Internati~nal. A further imPO~1.n~ 
pAri of ours is the question of ~ur economic de.nan~ and our '>'or\.: 
in the economic field . There IS hardl), :lnythmg ID the program 
01 the C I. about this matter for the ..... orking cL'lSS as a whole, nor 
"'ere the plans for the antimilitarist struggle mentioned in it. 

.. Just because we have to dtal wilh much ~ore concrete. pro­
blems we cannot SO asily make use of t~ tttpcncnce 01 the ):oung 
comm~n is t movement of Russia allr1' the conquest of power, nor 

1 
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. . '. 1"0" ,,1 ~l:l l c :111(\ adopt th e Con· 
g Cllc nl lt1.C fr olll It 011 ;\11 mh'I II .1 • -, " " " 

, 0 , , '0,· ,",,1\ must cont .1l1! oul) su..:h 
d uslons ILl our prOj.!r;UIl . II I \1 ",:' .' -.. ' 

II ' II .,' ,-,','1''''\ 'IS lIIil'l'Il<1hOIl:l1 phenomena . r ile ma er ,IS may \ \:(I Y l1I! ( ' ,' " I • 
('xpcr ienres of Ihe VOU II).! COIIUIIUll ist LC'ag~ '~ of I~ USS I.I ~~ .c 00 IIlse: 

bl b I ' II , II" ,Olltre lc ('olldl llO IlS III RUSSI •• 10 allo\O, para )' OU Il< up II I . • . 
liS to gC\l(' r:llizc upon th('111 :md ta ke . tI ~"'11I up , I~l OU I> pi ~gr.~m . 
At the nK-'cimg of ill(' progr:llu ~om lllls.slon I ~I' I \C al rcad) gl~en 
:m examp le of II h)' it IS so difficul t to gcner:,lhzc ~1,1 the RUSSian 
(.xpcricncc. I~ ussiil OCg:11l II ilh the old tXOL~O I1l ~C poh{ ~ [l lld rmssed 

over 10 the new. At th e l"OIl).!" L"('$S of the Commicrn , I ~ W,IS slated 
that th e 1l'('Stern l'oLUltries should begi ll a~ oLlce, With the , nc .... 
('('onomir po li ~T Of courSl', this m.,k('s ;1 gr~al dl~~~retlcc. Whell 
,'011 l'ollsi (!er Ihe in fl uence of the lIew CCOll.011lIC pollt.) on I.he co~· 
dition of Ih e working' d :lss you th ill 1~Il SSI :l , you . w]1I .rcahze (hat 
th is different dC\'c!opmtnt in the \'~l nO I1 S count rlcs W ]\1 creale a 
different situatioll in the condition of the you ng workers, :m~, as 
a rcsult, qu ite different tasks for th e Leag-ues. I :nccd not go mlo an)' 
more details in this question, bul 1 wou ld like ~o say, that th l: 
emphasis of our program C:1\1 be laid upon .1 p~aclLca l plan for the 
act ivity and Ihe struggle of the Young Com~n\lll1st Lea~lLcs only for 
Ihe p('riod before the conquest of power. I-or the perlOd a fter the 
cOllquC'St of power, WI.' must limit o1!f!'eh'cs to ,1 . statement of ~­
si bili ti{'S since we cannot lay down any well deta Iled, concrete p(ac· 
tical pl~n :"Ind theoretic.ll cond usions ior tha i period . . . 

" The next qucstion in the fo rmation of ou r prog ram' IS the 
polil iC<l1 foreword. Our program ?<,g~ns wilh '.' pOlil.ica! fo re ... :~rd, 
which descr ibes the nature of capIta lism ;md ItS development I?IO 
a world revolution . A lew cornwdcs :-Ire of the opinion that i t 'mi~~1 
be better not to give the first place to this political introduchon, 
since most young workers do not underst.l nd it, or even if n.le)' ?O, 
Ihey find il rather uninteresting; t1lJ t it ~n il! l.lt be better to ?egm With 
the situation of Ihe 'young worker, wlurh IS of g rea ter IIlter~t. 10 
the working c1 :-1ss )'outh , nnd Ihen go 011 to the gencw i. pohhcal 
s ih laiion. I am of the opposile opinion, because it is sclfevldcllt thai 
the condition of the yOllng WOrke r arises fromlhe general silu3~ionol 
capita l and the working class, ' and not via vasa, If we Wish 
build li p ou r progimn 10gicaJly and not arbitrarily, to express 
natural -development of conditions, we must l>cgi n wi th the 
situation, and then pass over to details. This is why J . propose tbal 
the present ordcr shou ld be reiainNI. 

s 

, 
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"Other comrades believe also tlwt the sit ua tion 01 the l.I'or\';ing 
c1.1SS you lh sh ou ld be described othcrv. ise then as it t![lS been done 
Each cl lapter d('aling with the development of capitalism should be 
accompanied by a corresponding cliapter de.1.1 ing with the {'ond ition 
of the young workers during thaI period, so Ihat the whole materi.11 
should 1I0.t be divided but instead be . indudetl under one chapler 
<:!' roll?loglca l~r arranged. I do not beheve that tltis chanJ::e is justl. 
fl ed etl her. hrst of a ll, il would make e.lcl! indi\'idua l cha pter too 
long, which is a dis.1.dvantage from an editoria l standpoint · second 
it would forcc us, if we were to givc a delailed description, 10 repca; 
the various problems of the you ng workers' situation in every cha pler 
of the deyelopmcnl of capitalism. In the numcrous questions ron , 
front ing us, fo r instance, the questions of hours of labor, night 
work, wages etc. there is no improvement of the condition of Ihe 
young workers du ring the de\'elopmcnt of capitalism, but ralher an 
increase of their su ffering. For this reason J believe th.:lt this change 
also is nol advis..l ble. 

" Anot her question is lilal of the sty le in wh ich the progmm 
is written. M.:lny (omWdcs objC('t tiwt it is too dry, too boring, and 
th.:lt sincc it is to be used for agitation pu rposes, it should be wri tten 
in a d C<lrer, more li\'ely style. I ag ree with these comrades and I 
believe that in the time between the congress and the meeting of 
thc Bureau , the progwm should be thoroughly studied and improved 
in s tyle. '-!owc\'er, we shou ld 110t exaggera te. T·he use of the pro­
gra m for agitation purposes is important, but ne\'c.rtheless secon· 
dary. The program is fi rst of a ll a statement of pri nci ples; th is 
demands an absolute exactness of phraseology, and strictly Marxian 
ti]cses. In a choice between populari ty and Iruth we shall nalura lly 
choose Ihc laller. This is why we should not lay 100 much stress 
upon the program as a propaganda p<l l1lph let. This cannot be, other­
wise we should havc to make it too long, dilute its contents, and use 
incorrect expressions. Of course, wc ought to improve the style of 
the program and simpli fy it, as far as possible. 

"What arc !l]e differences between this program and Ihe old 
Berlin prog ram? First, we have added some new chapters, and 
secondly we have en larged many others already dealt with j n the 
old one. Then we have taken up new problems, such as the role 
of the young communist mo\'emcn t. This question is hard ly mentioned 
ill the Berlili program. It was first brought up at the Second 
\l;/orld COIII!f('SS of the Y.c. t. There we dealt \\'ith the question for 
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f I I nOI "1\(' Ii a hnal pro-Ihe fllsl hmr and Ihtl t' ort' \\f \OU l po. . eo' 
t _ ' • I :titef iht· Srcond ngress gramm IlIl' lonn 1 he l');IX'fIi.'lIl l! /{.III1('( , 

• • ' I II" 10k of Ihe )'OU li ff Com· 
1"1'0\('\1 to us th;l! our It'SoIUILO I1 ~s 0 1~ . b 

I 1'1' 11\' \\(. Ctl ll "\"C plnec to the mUIlIS! 11I0H'Tlh:nl \\a~ nl: 11 liS IS II • '" 

prohlem \II our pr0t.!r:lIn :It thf 'Ilmel COlIgr~ . ' 
.. Ii IS self i,.'mll'lIl Ih.lt Ihis IS 11f\tsS.1ry \\ C 111'\'(1 some uOIhed 

haSIS for our prndll.11 .!I:h\lty. somc ~l'ncr;ll fOl~nlll::h?n of . our 
,';lnOIlS field, of \\or~. III order 10 t1nclcrsl;tnd Ihrsc 1. \fIOIIS fie lds 
3u<1 not for~l'I our .I!"('ucral purpose 1/1 the (311)' lash, . . 

.. I he' 5(\'00(1 lit'" "I1I('$llon '" Ih.11 of Ihe l'ololll.\1 an~ stnll' 
Io'olomal (olllllries, "11I ~ h IS not lom'hed upon III the Btrhll pro­
cram lhc II('\'CSSIIY of dc-aim,!! \\Ith Ilus question IS rle.1r. In 1911) 
\It' W('I'C itn ! uropcan or~;uuz.attoll; toda)' wc ha\'(' grown t~ a world 
orJ!:lniz;thOl1 This dl'\l'lopment of the VOUII,l! Con~lIIulllsl IlIt~r­
nalion;tl must lind ;11\ C\ho in our progr.ulI Unlike Ihe SOCial 
democratic mtrrn3110u31 of "oulh, \It musl 1101 (hsrcgard the colonial 
.Hld 5('nll·(010I1lill pt'Oplrs \,'ho number 1II0re Ih'lI1 hilH thc population 
of the ('arth, 

, 

" '1 Ill' third nel' question in our progr.ulI i!: Olilt of the pos­
s.lblhhl'S 'lrIsin}!: out of Ihe prolclnriau rf'olullon, At Ihe Berlin 
rongrC'SS \Ie Iislrn{\1 10 :I special repon on the tasks of tht Young 
Communist Leagues, ahrr ihe conquesl of po\\cr b)' Ihe proletariat, 
ilnd ildopled a rcsolullon In thl' m.ttter. That "as in 1919 when 
the RUSSIiIl1 League had had onl)' two years of expcrience ill work 
under a prolelnrian didOllorship, ;Iud therefore there cou ld be 110 
qucstion of J!inng pi:lCt 10 this problcm 111 our program. 

.. Tod.'l), \I.e hal(' not progrtsSt'd so f.lI' thnt we can formulate 
i\11 intt'1nallonal plOlIl for Ihe nc!llit)' of the you ng communist 
orgall1zallolls ~fter the capture of power, This we can do, however; 
\I.e tan Ir;lce, III the program, Ihe general possibilities of develOp' 
ment ;tiler the conquest of power; the characteristic features of the 
ne\\' slllwtion, a,nd the lasks .... hich the)' include. Thrse Ihen <1ft the 
new pa1llts .... 1~lch .... e can put in our progrmll, Ihilnks to three 
years of pracllcal experience of the V,C.1. 

II Besides Ihese lie .... points, ihere :tre number of questions which 
had already betn de.11i .... ilb in the old program, but "'hich require 
mo~e thorough Irratmtnl. Among these COIm'S first of nil the 
pollilcai foreword, TillS 1I1!roduclion remnins, in genernl, Ul e snme; 
bu t \\e ha\c added sOl1leth lllg new to it Mucll has lJ.1ppencd since 
1919, nnd many ntw painls of view hn"e appeared in the Com-

10 

mU~I ~sl Internanonal. Tht program or 1919 reflects 100 much In liS 

political ~tlons, ~ht political sihJalion at thai tnne, The proble~ then 
wns parlUlIl1entansllI., one of the most dwaled problems in Oernmny 
an~ ~n other counlfles A5 a result Ihe question of parlIamentary 
actIvIty to?k too mu~1 space in our vcry oonctntrated pohltul 
lorrv.'ord. n,e p~edol~lInilnCe of thIS problem has nOI only a formal 
bu t also a pohhraJ Imporlance. This must be corrected and the 
politic,'1 introduction revised, ' 

"Another qu~tion to which \lot ga~e more room is the situation 
of the v.orking class youth under capitalism. At the Berlin congress 
ou r knowledge of the condition of tht young .... orkers did not go 
beyond Ihis, ~ Ih:l ( \Ioe needed Ih is knowledgt for our agitation 
against cnpilalism, Ihnt we knew Ihis cond ition to be so b.'ld Ihal 
we were compcl1ed to fight capitalism, Since thm, howt\'er, 'lie ha\'t 
gained much expnicnce: in our concrete «onomie struggles; in tht 
ou rst of our praclical agitat ion and ~Iruggle we ha\·t comt to 

know much beUcr the condition of tht )'oung workers, This is "hy 
we h.'lve given more room to :l description of the young workers' 
condition in our new program. But nol only can we describe in deta il 
Ihe life or tht young \Io'oners, as the Berlin program has not done, 
but Wt can aUtmpt a gmualis.1tion of the condition of the working 
class youth as the object of capitalist aploitalion. This ~ \'('1)' im­
portan t Our practica l t'Xperien« in tht process of becoming 
tlcquainted with the condition of the young workers has also taught 
us the difftrence in the status of the young worktrs under a capitalist 
regimt or under some other form of ~iet)'. It is stlf evident that 
the young workm as the obj«t of txploilation will disappear in 
socialist society. But thtir situation was also different in pre­
{'.'lpilalist societies. For instance, the young 'A'orktr in tht middle 
ages, the .'lpprentice, Ih'td under quite different circumstanctj' lha" 
those of Ihe present; the young ..... orker of that day was not a wagt 
slave, but a re:.11 apprenlict, at school with a master, Tht relations 
bctWttll master and apprtfltice were patriarchal more: than anything 
else. 

U The tasks of the uagues in the various fields of our adi\'i ty 
ha\'t a~o hem amplified. In the Berlin program, our activities on 
tbt economic fitld against milil.'lfism, and on tht tducational field 
were only described in general, without details, because ..... e did not 
pursue Ihese tasks then ns extensively as ..... e do now, Sioce tlte 
Berlin congress we ha\'c dealt at length wilh Ihese questions, We 
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h.l\e . also ~.Ithf'rtd m\l~h t\ptril."UlC III them I/lrou h ou 
' ,I.It\1t)·, .lUd '"'tn thtrc!orc I{IH.' pl.lle III OUf prOR:llnJ ,: t:ll l~aJ 
Icsults or tillS {'xpt'nrllfl' A I:'fC-'11 Humher of 1111)01 l:t I ~e <hid 
lIot melll ionl\1 i'l till' Bl'tlill proJ,:f;ulI, "S. for i' :S l lll ;c~1 ~1~~SI~OIl 8 .,~ 
lIctnands oflhl' \"0111110:' ~Ol h'rs, thl' qUl"Sllon of our r~ la l ioncconoau.; 
Irallt' lIIlIOlh 111 our l\-OnOl1lll' slru"a~I(', tht slo ','UIS f S 10 I~ 
,:l1ll1ansl ~1n1J!.,.::h .. l'k All 11Il'St.' \.lfIOIIS fie-Ids OrariiYitoyrh~'~ ~ 
).:I\t'll 11101(' 100111. 1 Ill' dl;'pl('r 011 11l\,. \t'vn:u 
llnilonal hns IX,(,1l {,flhrll", hUI r (' ou n~ 01111111111181 'nler. 

"'-1 • eo> , I.'III.IIIIS l'SSell ll:ll ly the 5:1111(' 
1t'$C arc the mam d'firrtllC\'s 1:'0.:1 II . 

Ih'rhn PIOJ:IOUIl _ nns t'fllts ~h(' flrsl n:, ,''''1 II Ie lie" and tbe 
•• ~ h ,~ r 0 111\' fe-po ri 

• 0\.\ ~ 10 I (' prohll'TtIS Ihrrtls.eh('S n ( , , 
.llrl';'ldy 1U1'I1I1onn:1 pohll~.I1 fore..\or ~ , . ~c Irsl 9~eshou is tbr 
flrs l Oti." IIIst', :15 \\{' h.wl' said 1/ d, . \\ e hm e a polltu:al forc, .. ord 
IIrlSes frolll ihl' genl'!'tll dl'\~tl ' 1(, SI I Il:HI~n of the young workt:rs 
of Ihe \\ hole \\or~ang (lass ' OP~I("fII . of l"apllallSIII .1nd the situation 
organizallOfl, 1x'caUS(' v.t ~I~' 5(\ond b«-ausc \\t :tre .:t political 
of rommUIIISI rouraholl \ t thai . poililC31 3ctn'ily is the basis 
opponl"nls (('\'Cills 11;1.' fOIlO\\/i l:I,.U1~Pl\lton of ' he programs of our 
IlIlern.lhonal l'Om~lIl\S 110 f" ~ Ie progrtllll of tlte Voung Workers' 
(uJt'nt.ll 01111 lon, bUI rlJ~sll~\;'l1 forh\Ord. This is not an ae­
d('m~r'ltK OUlh mO\t,!;rnt T~~'" ,Ihe \'t:~ natur~ of tht: social . 
mentions but r:lrell ihl' J,:clI('ral I \ oung Wor~e'1' International 
.1Ild its 1;lsk; II stands l1""n • iI po lilt'''' problelll of thc working class 
,''co" II-A I .'" Ie S,l111C IhoorcH" I b: ' ,. IS I~,,·r.l pcd;'lgoJ,:lIl'$ Ih:'1 I, . ( .1 IStS as thc bour· 
pohltcs: I Ie )011111 hilS nothing to do with 

"1 heir pro;.:'il''Ss and thetr aCh\-
of t~~etr 1.lsL.s. . Ily corresponds \\ ith tfJeir view 

1 Itt.· ('CHtnSt 111I('ntallollal of ' 
Ihrollgh amali::I m.a lion \\ lilt ihe sec )~" t h , whose dis.1ppcar3l1ct 
ullnunclll. $(·tlles tbe qU('$hon of a po~1I ;lIIernahollal of youth is 
1rI~1 'J hl'1r program (OIlI;'lIllS a poltl~:I~~ f!~~t'\\ord like evrry rtn' 

dUllIOD IS so \\ordcd 015 10 pr('\'ent Ihe POliti;, o~d, .~ I f h~<II inlro, 
WUlh and 10 dn'e([ thclII from tlte re\'ol t" II i>'lrh(lp.alioll of Ille 
s~'cond :111(1 a half mttnt:t lional of )'OU ;~I LOi~a r)' Mru~g le. For the 
I uropcnll IIIlcrnnlional, and the \\.hole PL essentia lly a Ceutral 
fort\\-ord IS 10 sho\\ 11131 <1 re\"olutlclI ~r()OS.e of their POlitical 
lurope al Ihe present time This is 1101 said ~L~bie in Central 
put u;. tlIl'Y sPt'nk more of the dependence o~ Ihe as. oprnly aa I hnve 
roulllnrs UIKlII the AIIi('S We ("III eas,' ly ._ 1 <.:<-tUral t: uro",,~ 

, , .... " 1'0111 Iheir .... ;-. n 
11 Poithcal 

• 

foreword tlliIt the (enl rls! internationnl of youth SI'Ulds doscr to 
us ill word!!, but when 11 comes to decdA, fhcy unite with Ihe secontt 
in ternational of ),oulh. n~ir ItudellCY to fUSion \\1111 the s«'Ond 
internahonal of youth pro\'cs this fact, 

W And no .... ' the queslton 0( the role of the )oung COrTUnunlSl 
1I1O\'CmCIII, the most IJllportani part of Ihe program You know how 
the sociat democrats look :It thts question, I will speak here pnmanly 
of Ihe second in ternational of ),outh, It IS e\'ident Ih3t 10 the ftalo:l 
of the two mlr:rnationals of youth tht s«ood International V,II! 
devour the strond and a half; the innuence of Ihe second and a 
h31f wdl appear, at most, 111 the fOl'nlUlatloo of a few queshons . 
Hut as :I rule the ideology of the second intemal10llai of )'oulh v. til 
predominate in HIe future united international. The social demo­
crats are not tSpecially oor as to lis role. They dt\'elop in the 
direction of ., radica l·libtral bourgeois )'oo lh mO\'t'nltflt Tbt pcnod 
of the workl rC\'olulion had destroyed all tfI05t JlC!liy bourgeoIS 
intellectual,radical groups wh ich refused 10 jom the class war 
against capitalism.' The social democratic youth movemen l has 
btrome the heir of th<'se defunct pdty bourgeois mo\'cmenls. The), 
o\'erest im~ft the signiflanCt of tht: cultural factor 1M the lOCIal 
democratic )'outh mo\'cme:nt, and in history in general. 

Ulct me give you a few exampics. In 1920 appeared in the 
N (,lIt Ztil, tlte theorclic:l l organ of the Genn:m socilll dernocl'ACY 
an "'ticle by a certain N,L, \\ho, as far as I ran judge. is a young 
socialist tt acher. Therrin he propoundtd the follOWing t.beory: a 
ctriain movcment rna)' be noticed In all stctions of the )'outh, prole­
tarian as well as boun:eois, This mo\"etuell! It:nds 10 the tr'rahon 
of independen t )'outh organizations and independent youthful 
achities. This general manifestat ion hu a common cause - the 

'cultural aspirations of the )'outb which confiid With the capita list 
cu lturt. And he concludes: "these cullural aspirations art tht same 
i ll all classes and jf tht social demoaaq ' W('fC able to set up a 
program which corresponded to these aspirations, it could unite 
the whole Germ31l ,'outh under its wing." This is a theory which 
leaves ..... holly out of com;d(ntion the pol itical and t'COIlomk basis 
of socit'ty; setS C'\'ery problem in the cultural IIgb t; .forgers the 
Marxian principles of the dass $trug~le : and btlJe'\'~ m the ptt~' 
bourgeois heaven as a kingdom of r outh, This 1S the, most cxtr~ 
c'(prcssiOIl of the decadence or Hie Ideology of Ihe SOCIal democratIC 
)'outh 1I10\'en1Cnt. ' 

• , 
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" \ would h~c to quole allothe( {')':lmpJe : the famous uW~i~r 
~ . • , • it poldlcal s),skm, dC\'Old of all romanilClSm, 
~plnl . Refornmilll as . iI'\(, lI:tturally docs 1101 appeal to tht 
n'lIlotc frol1\ I h ~' actual slnlgg t • .' , ' , tI social democrats seer 
lar (' masst~ of the youth . Tlla! IS, \\ I) \t" . ' " 
, g I ,'10.' ,I, ,',r ,'ou lll mO\,C'Il l\'nl and for an Ideology which will 

:U\ I(ta 1 t • . .' I ' 1·1 "I . II ,I 00"01 III IllS II tIllOIrt'S 0/ all IISflltt" all wn es: 
:mr:ld h' rOil \. "'. ' .. ,. f I ' " I .' 
, 1"1 II" '" ",.(I ~ III I h mhurg 1 he l(k.'als 0 tIe :iOC1J \.n;nl(~ 
• Ie mOil I .... " "'. • '.. . I I " "" . 

," " II " 0 \' ' lI1enl Wl'Tt' madl' III \,\Icllnar, ;'III( t lese lU\:a!s art 
era Ie )011 III bl- .I· \\',. tl 
c!\',l(l and dccolllposexi. ,"OUll!! pt'Oplc assclIl l": ~1I \\ clmar; 1m 
\\3S l1Iu('1I dancing and it lor('hh~ht pa:,,,d('. 11115 ~\'dS called ap 
"('WIlt" and on thaI day ihr ';tk.' W man of the social delllocrat~( 
\'ou lh mowlIlrni \\ as MfII, Nell I1k'n :Ire born of new economJ( 
;lIId pOilt ical condlhons, al1d 1I0t (If torchligh t prOC<.'ssions. It wu 
a <hsco\'ery pt.'(1.lktr to the S~I:l1 dl'111OCT~ts" that a lle~' lIIall can 
lx' m'at{'(1 hy a spiri tual ('xjX'rJl'ncl.' : but tht:; IS the .new Ideal of t~ 
)'oung- Germ:ln mO\'l't1K'IH , of Ihe bankrupt bourgeoiS youth; Ihal IS 
whal Ihl'Y h;wl' t3kt'n up , SOI1l(, of the mor~ ~lc\'er ~n~ong them 
rt'allu"<\ that the intl'llt'ctual int ell:;i !), of tile \\1('1111111' Sptrlt was too 
grtal and alt er the hrst hurray th in,gs WCllt ofl" 11 little morc quieUy, 
But nus spin! has taken firm root in the social democrat ic youth 
t1lOl'l' tI}{'nl and even today it holds S\\:I)' owr large masses of them. 

,; Anoth{'r example of th is kind of mcotality arc the German 
Young- Socialists, a somewhat older grcup wh ich fonns a special 
faction wiihin the social democratic pany. This is an ou t and oul 
jX'tly bourgeois tendency which openly combats the materialis t COI,l" 
~pl ion of l11stor)': whiC'h will have notluug to do with economic. 
problems; which <kcla rc-s thai its ta sk is to "create the new man "; 
thaI the spiritual side of 111<111 is 1I0t suff iciently considered; and that 
Ihe c,mphasi~ e: 3ch\'ity should be laid upon s pirihlal <Icvelopmen~ 
Readmg thcl r IItcrature olle rCJ.lises imm<'d iately that this is a pelt)' 
bourgeois, indi\'idual istic l1lowmcnt a rno\'('ment that has no place 
in ~n)' socialist , . p,r?letarian, and still IC'SS in any Marxian organ~ 
1.311011. The aCILVIII(:s of the social democrat ic youth in Ihe past 
few, years correspond with th is ideology. The party and the y~1h 
of the SOCtal d~noc:ats work more and more in conjunction wlt,h 
~urgeo.lS or,1!alll.zattol1S! and naturally this finds expression in t~etI' 
ldeolog) , l11ere IS noltllng astonishing' in the fact that after sigrung 
the san.le appeals as were signed by the German democratic youtfl, 
the ~31 dcn~al ic youth should adopt the same ideology and the 
eulog) of republican fOnttS, un til practically l~VC"" diifcrcnce 

- , 

" 

, 

the two ol'ganizaltollS disappears. Naturally aflef laying emphasis 
upon th~ education of If the new mall" they disparage political and 
~rade ~1.1l0 11 s t':'l~~ les. These young workers take no part whatever 
III poltltcal act l\'lfles, except perhaps in Sweden and Denmark. BUi 
aHer III.e proposed you ng workers collvention ill Scandinavia _ ;t 

cO,lI \'cnlloll ~i .IlI Bif/f/eld ~ it is probable that these socia l patrio!:' 
Will be suffICiently Gc.rmanLSCd and Weilllariscd so as to no lon ffer 
form even this exception, .. 

U As for the Centrists, they rema in centrists in th is mailer alro. 
They bel ieve fhat the youth should take part in poiltics _ but aca , 
'<.Iemic politics. Theoretically they stand for and am'ocate academic 
political acli\'ity : praclic3U), the)' are against all part ici pation and 
take no share ill political mailers, This is clear from the fact tha t tlte 
ideology of the centrist youth is that of political neutral ity, and pol!· 
tical llCutralil}' is possible only in an organization wh ich takes no 
active part in polit ics. Btlt they are not neutral, in rcality, since they 
are adherents of the ccntrist social ist parties - even if thei r activity 
is educational instead of polit ical. 'ot much will remaill of this 
centrist conception - except perhaps in diluted and modified fonus 
- after the fusioll with the second international. The ideology of 
the second international will C'onquer not onl)' Ihe Swedish and 
Danish social democrats bu t also the sections of the ~ntris t inter· 
nat ional of youth, 

"Our definition of Ihe role of the young communist lIIovement 
is well known ;md, we belic\'e. is correct. \Ve need spend no lime 
in discussing it. I wanl ollly to emphasize thai when we say we are 
a ' mass org;Hlization for the cOllllllunist education of the young 
workers and IIwl we differ {rom the second ini'crnational of youth 
and the {'elltris~, we mean !ltilt we ;Ire an organization fo r education 
in the struggle, through the struggle, and by the struggle . . The 
centrists s.'ly : "The communists h3\'e come around to our point 
of view, \'(Ie ad\'oc.'lle eduC'atiol1 and they advocate education" 
But the difference is that we mean different things when we em· 
ploy the 5<1111e words and that we act in accordance with our 
meaning, in our views of socialism, of the forme; and metilOds of 
a workillg class party. The 5<'lme thi ng . is true of the y~lIlh n~~\'e· 
ments. The ce.ntrists interpret educahon "" ac.ldelTllC pohltcs, 
theories and 110 action : we interpret education as knowledge 

, derived' from and through Ihe struggle, and as preparation for 
further struggle. 

, 



• 
, 

" Tilt" (' is .molher djHt'II'lIfe: the so-' jal dCII\()(f<ltic youth 
Mj.!.HUZ.1 ILOl\i; :11\\' : Politi.s l'!t'iol1J,!s to the p;lri),: the economi~ 
s!lut.:;.:lr 10 the ir:ldr \lIllOI~"; :lnd 1\lm'atioli ',0 ~hc YO~lth . " We 
s.l' Ih.11 Ihl' rO l1 l1!1mllSI l'(it1rallon of the you th IS Impossible unless 
thl'" p.lrtll' lpaie in :11\ tite oit1l'r forms of the pro\r t:l ri:l H movement. 
SU;"I' \\l' .Hl' ;111 Nlu,':lIioll'll o fJ.::miZ;1I10n \\l' ":;111 ; lChi('\ '(' our aims 
('lIh Iw P:lItl1:ip:ltlll)!" LI1 the pohlu:al str\l~glc side by side wilh 
III(' p.,'rty: b~' sh:lI'i n!! tht' {\Quomil.' si rllggir ,,,ide by side with 
th(' h .ld(" timon:' 

.. r 11(' IIl'xt QllfSlioli 111 ollr prO!! r;11L1 is milil:lrislI1. 'I he socialist 
\Oullt .lpp\i~ 1\\0 llilkrl'nt ntdhods to th is struggle. Sometimes 
thl~ say, ;18 the 01(\ ;-;o.:i:11 t!cmoa.1.is s.1id 10 Licb~n('{' ht : II Mili. 
,;u 1 ~1lI IS ~ I)TOdurt of l'.1 pit;di..;m, \~ 'c musl fight. 1\ot ~g<linst the 
irulls of fiIPIf~hsll1. hIH ;Ig'~insl r;'pit:l lislIl itself. We refuse there­
fore, to engage m a spcxial i'i]'u~gl{' ~g:liT~~1 militarism,,,1 This 
,j('\1 still has a iew ad\o .. at~, II lIe Il cre :liladinl!' :l city pro. 
Il'\I('(1 by :l line of m:ndli,'$ IIC 1\0111<1 not S:ly: "\Ve march to 
lakr Ihc dty, 1l{,1l'f 11nnd the tTl'llrilcs," 

";\notl~,l' r of Ihc tad~(s of th(' SO(i01I delllorr.1ts is ~ pacifist 
:~IIL,'t!(k. \~ t' kl;O,:1 thclr I d~as of demOnslT<l ting umit'r the ,<;logan 

:-':0 IlIOT(' \\;t.T. lly mak1l1g soulfu l and p;lthetk spet"Ches on 
ml('rn,tI101t:l.l 10\('. by disrou rsinJ,: on the mission of II,c League 
~f ~<HI~n~" \'('gel~rian p~ci f is ls jOining the left wing of the bour. 
!:eol:; IMelftS!S. 1 ht' ""onal dl'mOCr;l ls and the youth org.misation 
~f th(' SO\'I:t1 dCIllOl.r.I~~ rarry on no ;'Inli' milit;'lrist propaganda, 
rhry I11 l'rely stale: .. \~ t' are :lJ,::linsl W.1l'. \X/ars arc uIHlC'Cessary, 
good propll'. L.ol'c OIlC ;'Illolher .-u1(1 put you r trust in arbitra tion." 
But \loC St"r 1I0lh111~ pr.1di(' ill, such ;'IS :111 efforl 10 wi n over n :oocction 
of Ihe 'ifill)' to Ihe s"'" \' \ '" I • . ,,,,Ia IS lueil- n d<II1"eroLls task but a necessary 
one for the Ilcton' of II ' 1 \' "'. , • II ' . Ie r{"\o II lon, NeI ther the figh t wi ng nor 
~~ ~~n l nsl ,),outh, or1!~ni~:1tjo.n~ , such .1S those led by the Austrian 
of i~i:'lhale :In) 31111'llIIlIt:lI'1SI tradition, and due to the influence 

<I eague all Ihe othcrs arc condemned 10 illacl ivi"', 
As 10 the (\'Onollll (' sl rug 'I II " • , 

are HUed ..... ith Ih ' 11 ' g c. Ie SOC,l:lilSl you th organizallons 
('ondition of the "O~I~ u!~on , I ha~ a T<I,dlral improl'ement in the 
Ihal it can be OIchfe\'ed g ork~s IS po~slb le. under l·.1pif<tli slll, and 
",i ih it an ever il1 c re~s~~:l ' , u ~ th,e (hsruphon of capilal ~ .. m brings 
of the coudition of ;OUIJ~ ~~ Plttah,on of ~'oulh . The improvemen t I. . g or ers IS POSSIble only .,fier a radical 

transform:tt ion of society, Our not shMing these illusions differen. 
1i,Itcs tiS from Ihe r;ocialisl )'outh , 

« The sl"(ond radical difference lies not only in the methods (If 
s truggle for our economic demands but also in our different conception 
of tl ,csc demands, Th<: second inlerna tional of you th bases its demands 
0 11 the possibility of improvcment under tltc capit:llist system while 
we hasc ours upon the needs of th <: working class and Ihe turning 
of these n('('tis ~lIld Ihe demands b~cd upon them inlo an inslrumCll t 
for Ihe o\'crlhrow of capit.l1ism, The socia l democrals take a 
superficial vi<:w of the mailer :md make no proposi tion for any 
mdi('al chnnge in the situation of the working class you th. This 
bei ng Ihe case it is rasy to ullder"(' talld why they are not willing 
to help in Ihc creation of a new society. 

II But the)' also diller from liS in the immediale concrete de. 
mands. The mosl important prcblellls, such as Ihe matter of wages 
of young workers, unemployment, fhe rela tion of Ihe young ..... orker 
to th e tr.,de un ion, ;'Ind others, are not even ment ioned in their 
program, A comparison of their program and Ule dec~ions of 
their various congresses shows a greal dillerence evCfl between their 
theories and their actions, 

"The third basic difference li('5 in the methods of our struggle 
- or rather betw('Cn our sl ruggle and thei r inaction, for Ihe social 
.democrats do not struggle for the -interests of the youth. They believe 
their main task should bc to keep the youth removed from ~citing 
activity, Their efforts on ilte ('(onomic field seem to be intended 
merely to dra.w young workers in to their organization, as catholic 
<lnd other organizations advertise Ihemseh'cs for this purpose. 
They .1c1ually lake .1dvanlage of the strong desire of Ihe young 
workers to improve their conditions by diverting it into reformist 
chanlle~ .. , distr;'lci ing it from Ihe revolutionary strugg!r, 

II In educational work we find the s.lll1e Ihing, Educatiooal 
work is an indisprnsable part of communist enlighlCllmenl It and 
the p,articip..l tion in the struggle of the proletariat are and must 
be inseparable, Bul among the socialist youlh organizations cdu· 
caiion is an end in Hself and has <lbsolutely no connection WHn 
thc class struggle. It is useless for t~ purposes of prolet3rian 
ed ucation, .~ such, 

"During lite war we proc laimed ., Edu('ation through strugg le!" 
Among the social democratic youth knowledge in itself takes Ihe 
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iiI'S! flIHI highest place. I thi nk we :lre aU .agrC\."({, comrades, 
that ~1I0'\ ledRe alii be :lcquircd only through struggle-through 
colllYtinR' :\IId assimii:ltillR thc ('.x ~r;enccs obtained. through ~ur 
struggle and \lsing them <IS the b4lS1S of ou r thcorel1ca \ ooucahon. 

\'(1(, must di~uss here the relrt lion of gencral education to 
political cduc .. ,tion . The socialist youth either rejects politica l 
cducahon or gives it a sccondary place as compared with gener:\l. 
edue-nlion. whilc wi th liS the situation is reversed and politica l cdll­
ration ta~es lirst place. We oppo:;e the- 100 \\ ide spre."uling of ge-nera l 
e<iucallOll<1i work and its scp.lmt ion from the d:lss struggle. At 
the s,lme lime we do not :lccep! the other extreme, as represented 
by 50111(' of our comr'::ldes ;1\ the Bmle-II Congr('Ss. who inlrrprctcd the 
SIOg.l l1 to mean the rejection 01 all ~ener;1 1 edlll'<1 tional work. We 
mil:;! use general education bul only in so far as it ;"'crvcs the 
purposcs of our politil'al 'Ictivi!)' <nul ollr cOl1lmu nist educ<1tion. 
For c:-.all1ple, the usc of singing. Therc arc songs al1d song!', and 
somc of the-m we can use in Ollr organizations- revolu tionary songs, 
polilical ·satirir:l \ "ongs, b:l tt 1c songs, et(. Li tera turc is also a 
province of e<luwtion. ;11\(\ there arc :1 gl"C.lt many revolutionary 
no\'els and poems \Ie f.ln use iu the study of the Revolution with 
the youth . We han' a lre.ldy writtcn <lbou l th is mattcr in the 
JlllmlOfioll(f/ oj YOlllh . But .111 <:llIempl to te<1ch you ng workers 
the whole history of Iilemturc \\ould be outside our province. 

"The .1im and criterioll of our edufa lion:l\ wo rk is the struggle 
againsl thc bourgeois ideology. In this rrspcct J believe that our 
obligat ions are greater than c"Cn those of thc Pa rty. f or instance 
we must fi,t!'ht .1gainst reli.!:'ion; :lgainst the te<1ching th<1t the world 
was created by th(' migh t ilnd power of a God, we l11ust use natura l 
science to expl:lin its true origin. llerc .1g:lin il is unnecess.l ry to 
go beyond the needs of our struggle. 

.. Anolher question in our program is Ihe organ izational ~truc· 
ture. liere also we differ from Ihe sori.11 democ rats, in bolh our 
national and in ternational organizations. Internationa lly we di ffer 
ns to the autonomy of the national section!'. YO\\ <I II know that the 
centrist youth movcmcnt st:llld5 for the aulonomy of the national 
sections. Th is thesis in their program is a renection of 'bour· 
geois nationalism and provcs :m incapacity fo r real proletarian 
inltmatiooalism. This is already scm in the bourgeois interna­
lional organizations, and this very principle which rull'S the young 
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catholic international is adopted almo,"t Iiter."lll y in the program 
of the second and a half international of youth. 

II We, on the conlrary, h:lre a centralized intern ational organi. 
zation wh ich da:s not recognize the aulonomy of the national stttlons 
but only recognizes the necessity of adapting the directions of the 
international to the ac tu.l i conditions in each individual country. 
The decisions of thc International are our supreme law. 

"There arc also grea t differences between the organizations of 
ou r natiollill stttions and those of Ihe socialist yout h. The cen ira · 
Iization and discipline in the commun ist Leagues is quite different 
from Ihat of the social dcmocrats. This corresponds to a diHerence 
in principle between the two: our organizations are built on the 
prinCiple of democratic centralism and stricl discipline prevails in 
the Leagu('S; while the social democrats, with thei r loose organi· 
zat ions, ,lrc frre to do what thcy wi ll or choose. 

.. Still another differencc is tha i the social democrats cannot 
expand beyond thei r district groups. Being merely educationa l 
societies thcy do not find it necessary to organize otherwise than 
by districts_ But we arc oot educational ~cieties. Our aim and 
intent ion is 10 become mass orgaoiz.1tions, preparing the young 
workers for the stn [ggle, and hence we organize nuclei 1n the shops. 

" In the question of colonial peoples, the social dcmoc:ratic i nte~­
national of you th dces not take the colonial peoples 1Ilto COIlS[­
deration ai all . Thc two soc ialist internationa ls of youth are 
actually and in. reali.t)' Central European orgalliza!ions. The~ ha\'e 
no reprcscntahon m the "large Enteote countnes or outsIde of 
Europe. The more attention they give to the Anglo-Saxon and 
labor countries the less they give to oriental lands. Their reason 
is that they share the race prejudices of the adult wcial ~emocrats 
towards colon ia l peoples :lOd are therefore unable to eshmate the 
significance of these . 

tI We support the national revolutionary mO\'ements of ~lCSC COWl· 

tries. We unite the two great mo\'cmcnts- the pr~letanan wo: ld 
re .... olution and the n:ltional revolutionary movement In the colomes, 
and dem:lnd the organization of the colooial yo.uth. We c..,nn?t ll3y 
much 1I10re than this in our program, concernmg our tasks III t.he 
East We shall attempt in those countries where the pro!.ctanat 
is s~a ll to support the youth HlOVem('llt and to lay the foundation for 
:I class movement. 
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"Th('Se :tre the chief mailers whic h r;epafale us from the social 
demoCI'i1lir yOlilh. Coming to the possibilities of our movcment 
tiurinR the period .. , fler the conqucst of power by the proletariat, 
this is not considered at all by the !'ocialist you th organisations. 
This pro\'~ that their protestations are merc phrases and that Ihe 
social <\t:'mocrats do nol even think of the time when capitalism shall 
h.we ceased to exis!." 

• 
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T H E PRO G RAM 
o f the 

YOUNG CO MMUNI ST I NTERNATI ONAL 
(OS adopted ot Jhe Berlin Con~ress 

oj Ihe y.. C. I.. November J919) 
--

!"IE unheard·of de\'elopment of capitalist accumulation and pro­
duction has brought capitalism to a new stage in its develop. 
ment - to the phase of imperialism, whieh is characterized by 

the format ion of frusts and syndicates, and by the rule of finance 
capital. Its colonial polic)", caused by the necessity for find ing new 
markets fo r trade and procuring raw material, the competition of the 
national capitalist cliques, led with iron necessity to imperialist 
wars. 

The war of 1914-18, the consequences of wh ich cannot be liqui­
da.led by Ihe resou rces of capitalist society, has disturbed and 
destroyed most of the capitalist countries. The terrifying calamities 
of war, fam ine, financial and commercial bankruptcy, and the destruc­
tion of human lives, have brought humanity 10 a crisis from whlen 
there is ·but one way out - World Wide Social Revolution. The 
material conditions nCc\'"'$sa ry for this are here. The class antagonisms 
have become extremely acutc. TIle victory of the Revolution depends 
entirely upon the will and the energy of the international proletariat. 
The way to Socialism leads through the dictatorship of the proletariat, 
which is characterized by a govcrnmcnt of the revolutionary So\·icts. 
Thc first task of the working class is the struggle for the overthrow 
of the political, economic, and ;ntel1cctual domination of -imperialism, 
and to establish a proletarian dictatorship. This struggle can come 
to a victorious end only when the proletariat decisively brea.ks away 
from the Second International, which is reformist to the core and 
compromises with bourgeois society, betraying thereby the whole 
working class. Only then will tile working masscs unite under the 
standard of the Communist International - the leader of the prole· 
lariat in the revolutionary struggle. 

" 



In ;I 14;\0Iullon')l tpOclt Ol~ tHU t t'llIploy plin\arlly the mtans 
Ill"\! : t, .1" 611'\& k of tht masM'$ (dtloonstnho , atn~tI, 

... , '1011 In \ • .11i1iC\1 up",,!n) t tht tift ,he pi'Oldlnat 
r.mmlt I~tl'('t 11\ pnllC'lplt other poilu at rnoum.--s, uth as parll.Ji· 
IIU'llt. I lit' {'nil )' 11110 llafl!il l1l\:111 de(>Cnds up II Ihe poli ll c,ll siluation 
t.1 th4..' llklrmm, and must l'C' dcc:dW 111 \'arll casc S(p('ra lel), by the 
U('::UIUt 01 tach COUDt'"" 

l!l 11 thl' po..ahon 01 1M adult .. OfLt'fS under tbt rult 01 
\.I,'UI.," m I t\:,"l'{lllon.,II) h;ud, the position of Iht 'IIoorkmK youth" 
'lUIit' mlolcr.lhk I 0\\ " ~J.:l'S , II long \\ orl.IIIg d.l )" h;uba rOIlS Ire"l· 
ITk,,, trom thl' tmplo)er ;1IId lnllnl'(hnle 5u(X'riors clwrActcriu the 

Ih~ of tht \oun~ .. or rrs Condlhon .Irt tna \IoorSt IR thOit 
H.tdn .. bc1'(' tht • pprnm"cs .Ut .. hall IIblD tht pcrfId' of Ult1r 
1I,ldt m.15ltf ~u\h an unhmltN txplOU.lhon 01 )oung .... or .. tu 
hllldcrs thclI' IIltcll"' hml AIld physll'n l dc\ clop1l1ent. 1 he bourgeois 
1:0\' rnmenls .11\0 .... the \\ or}..lI11: class YOllih onl)' so much education 

lS O(\C5S.U) for than to poll fSS in the c.apac-Ity of mdustnous nnd 
UMful .mlt' l~ bourgto.slrt' Ime to u"bI't ttat )OI.Ith ,ntb lbtlr 
0"-0 kkow.:) ~hool, coaf&J0n.31 .tnd kKlrgrors ~'oung ptOpl • 
orgnnlz.,hons •• I~ \\ell ns IRlht:msRI, hn\t~ hut one abJe\:! - 10 
Il lienltlr the prolelori01u you lh from 111 (' glruf,:' /o! le fOl' S04..'l ldislll oud 
to ma e of thoo dn·ottd sok-htl's for ~' . puahsm 1 ht .... orld "'M 
~:gl autN tblS Sd\Q.bOCl C'Of1sdtUbl)\\llhons 0( oun, prole­
tananI nft Imt co tht front 10 Stf'\t oJS c. nnon fOrJdtr; mllllOOs 
of othtrs .... tre dnH~n mlo Ihe ammul1ll10n pl.1nts 

Altholl~ h the Silite lind Ihc employers exhollst the S l ren~th of 
Ii>< youth 10 Ill<' ulmosl, pollhcal and ptnonal ,igllb are p<,millcd 
ft- iii 0I1l)' oa a \'trl nr"'drsl 10k' Sudla at.1tt 01 affairs has lOoted 
tbt Oi bng diU )outh 10 tUf up a aaimk:$s: strugglt ag') lrW 
lUlPEillhsm. 

(3) The formation 01 separate orgall 17.atl0J1S of the proletarian 
youth 11 didnttd by: (a) The poslhon of the )oung in the process 01 
produruoa aDd 1ft ~'~II Th "...ho. forces Ih ... 10 flghl in eft. 
rlin ol tbftr OWD Ultoob; '" tbt JfOIg;anlUt tOlt of Labor; ldoc· 
mlng the school system, tk (b) Tht ps),hologll,.nl charactenstlcs 
of youth (the prevalcncy or Itlltimcnl O\'cr rCi1SOIl , • plitude for 
cooptration, great fectpth-ily al regards all ne",' and rC'o'olutionary 
lilt ... rrad,uEI for •• cnft", and actIOn). <c) The . <em!!y 0/ 
' p UIJ mtlhods for Its J()rCla1.&si aod rnOlU1loo31J <duraltOG ( ... 

t Cll:aruuhonal '1,on, actirt part lcpahon m political 
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strugg les); IIIC applic,'liioll of ?I.I methods which gi\'c the young wor. 
"ers :111 opporhmlly of acqUlnng those qualities which will be 
('.X t ~(,Ole ly ncccss.1ry to Ihcl1I in the fulure as champions of the prole . 
t"rwl and bearcrs of the re\'olu lion. 

(.1) The work ing class you lh is the 1II0St 'lcl ive and re\'olu. 
tiOIli11)' ~OIrt of the p~0 I c la r i.1 t. The 1II0si imporlanl task of the You ng 
Comm.Ulll st Lc.agucs IS, for the present, an incessant agi tation among 
the Wide masses of workers, the organi101tion and carrying out of 
political dcmonstrations, the immediate struggle for Commu nism 
by fak ing p<\rt in Ihe overthrow of capital ist tyranny, and the 
tra in ing of the youth to fil them for building up the communist 
SOCiety. 

(5) The You ng Communist Leagues carry on an energetic 
struggle against all bou rgeois part ies and also against such right 
socialists, lackeys of the bourgeoisie, .1S Scheidemann, Renner, Bis' 
solali, Ren"udel, Henderson, Gompers, Troelstra , Branting, Van· 
dervelde, etc, i and against the social ist centrists, Kau tsky, Mac­
donald, Robert Grimm, Bnucr, etc. , who by their \'accilntion only help 
to uphold capitalist society. The Young Commun ist l eagues like­
wise oppose the syndica list ideology, which is ngainst a political 
struggle for the conq uest of prolet.'lrian dictatorship and which re­
jccts the right of the politica l party to conduct th is strugglc, and 
which nlso rejKts proletarian centraliZ.Jtion. They are equally 
opposed to the anarchist ideology which docs not <ldmit of a prole­
tarian govcrnment as an intermediary phase between capital ism and 
communism, and which, in the spherc of political ecoQorny, preaches 
petty bourgeois idcns. The 5.1me struggle is directed against the youth 
orgnni5.1tions coonccted with the above ml1ltioned p..1rties. In their 
political strugg le, the Young Conununist leagues are subject to the 
principles of that party or local fraction wh ich is affiliated with the 
Third Intcrnationnl, or to the principles proclaimed in the program 
of the Communist InternationaL The organiz.ational relations to· 
ward the part ies are determined by two fundamental principles: 
(a) organizational independence of the youth i (b) close contact and 
reciprocal help, 

(6) Although the Young COIll~lutli~t . lc~u~ will ~ontinue an 
energetic struggle ngainst bourgeoiS IDlhtansm I~ all ItS ~tract 
and practical fomIs, still they do I~Ot defend t~e Ideas of a liber~l 
pacifism, They know that the worklllg class \~'III yet ~ fo~ed, .ID 

order to put down imperiali!'m, and to defend lis own VictOriOUS dlc· 
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, ' I 1,.", unrXI)t\'!&\ alt.'wl.s by the bourgC<lisic. to have re-
In 015 lip . ' I' , ' F , " "" 'lIld to fi " ht il~l\ i Il S I bourgcols Ill I L ansm. or JII, 
\()ursc \).1 ~. '" TI ' I I 

, "/, , /'ft l/d llfifl f l ror fit, Rid Army.! 1:11 IS t Ie cry 0 the ormlll 1: () . 
rot1ll1LUlHSI \ ouill . 

(7 ) 11;1.' stru)::g lr for I,he amclioration ~r ',he C{o~omic situa tion 
of Ihl' fI,o!t'I,ln,1II yout h IS one of tli {' l~ r.II1('1pa l rl oblC~lIS of ,the 
I (-; ./o! lIt':; .\ pr;ldk al \dorm. of the \:ondlhons of I ~ bol r liS po'SSI'I~1c 
on!\' 111 " co11l1llunist ( ollll1lul\Il)'. In the pl:csenl I>t,no( ,0 capi a 1St 
dO';lina lion it 's poSSible to ;\tI<l.i n a p:u l1<l1 :.Hllchofaholl of the 
5 11:\11011 of til l' \ () LLllg only th rough the revoluhonary class struggle, 
,,~,~. 11\ no II'S\: hy f ol\.:lhOf:l ting wi th the compromisers Clnd Ihe 
bOil r !,:: t'Ol:i> ~ OH'rnml'nl:;. 

(i') Olll' of IIH.' dCl1I(,llt,u), pro~Jcllls of the Young ~ollln~un i sl 
I l,:t~IIl'S is th l' Iraimng of prokt a~ lan . leaders and futUi C. builders 
of thc lOlnmunisl society. COm l1l UllIst )udg~mcnt and. ~e<ldIllCSS fo r 
adion arc att.'l inOO not only by tak ing pm t III .the i>ol.lhc i~l strugg le, 
bul also Ihrol\J.,:h Ihcort' tk al soc in list instruction wh~cI~ IS a sh~rp 
II capon in the ;Ig-ilt agamst bourgoois ideology. Socialist cducahon 
combin(.'(1 with Jcti,'e parllcipation in the polilic~l stntggl~ - these 
arc the inle methods of tr:t ining young proletarian champlolls. 

(Q) The ,"oung Communist Leag ucs, moreover, sc t then~h'es 
111(' t:tsl. 01 a ll11i \"('\'S.'l i education of the worki ng class youth III ~Ie 
Marxian s pinto thcri'by raising thei r cul tura l level. T he workmg 
c1aS50 youth must extort frolll HIe bourgeoisie the treasu res. of ~now-
1<.'(I~c II hich afe mdispensable to the wo rkers as a gUIde m the 
movement lor the I'mal1ripat ioll of the proletariat. T hey must conquer 
the pa ths 10 $orICIle\'. litera ture. and art. Besides honest workmen 
:\I\d bra\c soklil' rs of thc Red AI111)', the working class youth must 
supply scholars. tC'Chnica\ experts. organizers , philosophers, poets, 
:lnd art l ~ls for the new communist society. II 1S the missioll of the 
proletarian youth and its organil .. itions to be in the front ranks of 
the constructors or a nl'W culture conceived in the spirit of com· 
lImnislll. 

(10) The conmlUllist organ izations must turn the proletarian 
you th 1I1I0.a healthy people - healthy bodily and mentall y. T·here­
fore, tlll' \ oung Communist Leagues arc also collcerned with the 
physical de\ClopnK'tlt o! the young. This work, to wh ich we can 
Jr1 \'c oilly a part cl our acli\'ily at the prcsl'nt time, is also of great 
import ance for Ihl' young woOie rs. 

, 

• 

. ( II) Although the Leagues s trive to influence with their ideas 
WIde CIrcles o~ the working class youth, Ihi5 is 1I0t done at the 
expense of clanly of our communist program and tactics. A matter 
of ex treme importance is the propaganda amongst the ru ral laborers 
and the poorer peasants. 

(1 2) The You ng Communist Intl'rnational considers that the 
~xis tcnce of separate organiza tions of the collegiate social ist youth 
IS s upe rfl uous. ,'Ionest revolutionists in tile ran ks of the young st u. 
dents must become members of the proletarian youth organiza tions, 
as equa ls among cquals, and comrades amollg" comrades. The for. 
Illation of groups of the co!lcgial e )'outll witJlin the general youth 
organ iza tions must be regulated according to the conditions in each 
country separately. 

( 13) In the prcscnt revolutionary epoch, the struggle of the 
proletariat can be victorious on ly if it is world·w ide. Th is applies 
as well to the s truggle of the young workers. As a consequence, the 
polit ical organizations of the youth unite themselvcs under the 
banner of the You ng Communist Intemational. The ch ief aim of 
the You ng Communist International is central izat ion and gutd ing 
the work an d struggles of the You ng Commun ist Leagues in the 

...'arious countries. Its regu lat ions are the su preme laws to all or· 
ganizations of the youth. Its pract ical work consists in inler­
national {:dueat ion and international guidance of political manj· 
festations. lis duly is to gi\'e 'U nit)' to all the acti\'ities of the youtl! 
organ iz.it ions; to ser\'e them as a directing force ; to support them 
morally and materially ; to form ncw l eagues and to bind together 
as c1cscly as possible, the proletarian youth organ iza tions of all 
countries. . 

. (ItI) The Young Communist International stands upon the 
basis and the principles la id dow n by the f irst Congl\."'SS of the 
Communist Internat ional. The Executive Committee of the Young 
Communist International is connected organ izationally with that of 
the Communist In ternational and works in close connection with it. 
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TENTATIVE DRAFT OF THE NEW PROGRAM 
OF THE YOUNG COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL 

(<IS "dollied b)l Ihe Third Con\iress 01 the Y. c. l. 
~16sco",'. December 1922) 

III I!nk~ \\ hen tilt' \\orkin):! class yo\1th suffered without protest 
UlHkr the ,'01..(' of \'xploi l;l.l ion IS 10((,\'('( (,:one. :\ tremendous 
<kvtlopnK'ri t h:lS l al..<.'l1 pla({' in the minds of the . masses of 

\OUllJ.: worh'rs in tilt' ci ty and in the country; of apprcnl1ccs, of the 
childrcn of the prolc ta ri:tt who h:wc bttn thrown ruthlessly into 
tht' proc('$..~ of produc tion by growing capital ism. The unbcara~!e 
s,en'iludc of the ye ung workers in cap i t31!st industry and capitalist 
SOCl('ly has ;lWak('lIro jn Ihem :llso Ihe consciotl~ncss of cJa~ ,and 
has unit{xl them in the struggle aga inst their mIserable condlhons 
t'! \'Xlst<-n<x:. The young workers ha\'e ga thered in hundreds of 
tllOU5.111(!.s around the ban ucr of tite Young Comillunist International. 
\\llhol1S of you ng- workers and poor p{,:1.sJnt~, Ihe. oppressed and 
lltart\"l"l'(1 ,·oulll of the colonies, aroused by lInpcrtahst wars and 
).!1~aiU1(, social conflicts h:1.\'e joined thc :lnll)" ~f thc. militant prole­
tariat CloH'ly uuih.'(1 "nth the adult worKers lit th iS struggle, tilt 
\;o~kmf! class )o:llh gradua lly ;lpproachcs the goal to. w~Jich 
Communist Int(,nlal1cllal poillls-thc overthrow of capitalism aM 
11; ... · (;5tat-lishmclIt of a communist society. 

HIE WORI.D REVOLUTION 

upllahsm holds s .... ay ovcr the largest part of the ca rth. Us 
most important charaCteristics arc : ownership': of the means ci 
producHoU; exploitation of the largc lIlasses of the working class 
hy small J!.rcurs of bankers, factory and land owners; and anarchy 
0{ prodllction .. \ he capll aiist state in :1. 11 its lonns is the instrument 
oi power of Ule capl:alist class lor the oppression of the workers 
and for Ih(>lr continuc<.\ exploitation. 

The COl\Sla.nt ~nccn\ratiOil of capita l and production has 
brought ca pllahsm mto a new phase of development_imperialism 
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-:- whOS(: characteristic fcatures art tlte fOonnaliOon Oof irusls syn. 
die-ales, and cartcl~, and the domination of finance capital. T~ lind 
new markets ~Oor Its products and fresh sources Oof raw material 
100 opell . ~ew '1Il~·cstmcllt possibililics fOor its capital, the imperialist 
bourgoolsle subjugated most of the industrially backward and 
u nde\'~lopcd nat ions outside Oof Europe and took possessiOon Oof tJlose 
~Il lltncs, at .the S.1111e time bringing Oothers under its disguised rule. 
'.tJrough thclr gOo\'~ruments Ihe variOous nat ional capitalist cliques 
fight cach other .bItterly fOor the division and dominat iOon of the 
world, for colonies, for European markets, and for sources of raw 
materials and fuel. This economic war leads ine\.itably tOo armed 
conflicts, tOo ,imperialist wars. 

The imperial ist wOorld warOof 1914·1918 cost mOore fhan tell mill iOons 
Oof dead and ma imed; if disrupted finance, industry and tranSPOorll tiOon 
everywllere; 11 brOonght hunger and misc!)' tOo fhe 'workers. Capitalism 
callilol repair the fatal consequences of thai war. Its various 
attempls at coonOl11ic reconstructiOon havc 1>«11 in vain· the dLsrup. . , 
iion of its economic basis prO<:'t'Cds \\'il houl intcrrupt ion and 
c.1pilalism is faced with complete collapse. The polit ical differtnccs 
between the llations have IIOot been removed bu l have been made morc 
acute by the peace treaties. Due to a widespread, bitter, and con. 
s tantly <increasing class antagon ism all th e attempts 10 recOonstruct 
capitalist economy and establish a social balallce lead to nothing. 
Capitalism has brought humanity intOo a blind alley and the only 
way out is- the world rcvolution. 

The emancipation of m.1nkind from the yoke of capitalism has 
become the immediate task of Ihe international proletariat. The 
proletariat mINt overthrow the bourgroisie, cre\"t Ihe proletMian 
dictatorship and Ihe So"iel system, take frOom the capitalists the 
land, the banKS, the industries, and the mcans Oof transportatiOon, 
and proceed in th is manner until the complete aboli tiOon Oof pri\'ale 
properly :Hld classes has been :ttlaincd; unli\ the final establishmC1lt 
Oof a communist economic system and a collllTlunist socicty. 

The csscntial economic COond itions fOor the world revOo lutiOon are 
present. lis success depends UPOon the will, the strength, and the 
fighting po ..... er of the proletaf'ial. The proletarian rcvolu tion can 
be successful only if the working class definitely frees itself from 
rdonnist illusions; breaks away frolll the Second International-the 
lackey Oof tlle bourgeoisie -and places itscU under the leadership 
of the COllllllunist Parties and the Third Intemational, the revolu· 
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hl.n,lI\ \l"ld~'h .m.\ 1t' (lIt'*l\ tatL\ll"~ of Ihl! \~ orki ll l{ class of the 
• ..,1 I ht 11",1 rlrh'''lll" I,' fo" III\' t"Jptur< of po,,('r I Iht 
,1;.,. ,~I'" \1 ,I rl 1(" p .JI1J .Jlms t'I)" I~ nt.1jonty of ItIt 
1III~",I': ,1,1 

\11 1 1~ I'I1UJ.:J.:I,· Itlr tltt' plOlcran:m ,1i\'IJtorslllp. the rc-.'ohlhon:uy 
1'1 ,11,'1 ,11 "II. lui 11\ tilt' CUII IIIIIIIlIst I'ali ll's . employs th e 1II(' II1 o<Is of 
,. \ I': .111, ~I,I" 1113" l<> ;lrt Ion (deIlK')oI1511 .111011 , shop coulicil nlOV('U1CII ta, 

r '. '''Ikf,ll ... 1111" C'll(llrl~ of protiudlon, occupallon of ractortes, 
,I I I1k'\l h'\,.I(. ,"Id 3ml tt.(' Ilbli lul .vn.i of oou~eo tltl1iCCIaq 
Ir.lfh,1U"'llb, ,'I,") II ~'t"ls to rCIUOll' III,' capll alists fr011l e\ny 
"( ..... '11(111 (11 ,hh.tIItOl)!C.' III I l1l' d:III)' prohlc.'IIIS of the life of the working 
,I,t • "Ihl It' :llhll'"nllllll' Ih,' ~)UI1!I.'OIl<> democratic mstitution.s frorn 
• ,f,:1 ,\II II ' hTnt' ron); ... hrn II VoIII f :nalll dtstfO)' tht-m. 

t", Vol-cld h'\oIUIIOCl h3 b<1tun In 3 \"'351 lemtOf')' of (uropt 
. 111\1 \ ... ,,1 Iht' I ,l~mn~ m, ' ,led b) the \\ orkml{ d3SS or RUMla, 
h.t\ \. (l\ l' tlhlu\\ II t hl'l r hOU1"j.~l'Oisle :lnd cslabh~hed Soviet Republics. 
(i"II1:ln ,ln~t \ us-tn:lll nllprnahs1l1 ha \ e n .. 'Cti\cd Iheir dealh b lo"I, 
I hI' rrvktJinJI N thOSt' rountntS h;a\ c bcs:un the struggle for tht 
Urh'IC (I ('f)'tH'r; J.:1~anhc .stnloCi :md al conOlcts ha\ t shal tn 
.111 fhl' 1';'PII,lh I countr~ to fhtu foundJtion .• ' ''Ihons of opprtlud 
("1110111;,1 ... 1:l\'No ha\'e t a~en lip ;mns for their emancipation frOI1l 
IIJIII'"J11 .'IH.I tiOClal cnslav('tncnt 

(:.11 II,,· v,orlJ rt\oIuhon tS a long dra-.n Oo.It slrug~1t "'"hlth 
~I I,:: ,I .. hoI(- C"PCX"h ,n tM h tory or hunun't~· Dunng this 

l'rll\:~\ 11,(' r"\VlullG03!) -.:I.\t' \\111 nsc and fall. DclcJit 'A lII foUo .. • 
\'I("'lor), ,Iud \ Ictory \\ III follo\\ defeat. The- worklll j:l class will be 
IlfIalh· \ 1(tOl lons only If i t is prepared for t1 • grealest sacrifices, 
f II hlk,! .. ~ Ih 1~ ~rt'alC$t llC'rolslI1, If It IeUIlS dlSClplitl(', and 

rt II I 'hI liS l'"Iass nK'mln on t'\ ry froUl 

1111 II Cl/(I\I.\,Q CI ASS I 'O( Til L ,\ 'OFfI. CAI'IT, II I " f 
I ht' ('\a'1 ('hMaCler of ci\lu talist SOCiety becomcs especially 

.Jrr:utnl In d~ prl"5tDI rondJiIOn of tht' ),outh 300 in Its 1Oci.1 
J": . '1." T~ \ o>,l \h I W\'Kkd 'n to 1"0 I«tlOflS-Ont of the 
oppr " .J cius, and ont of t~ rullA$: daS!; ;and these t .. ,o h:wt' as 
hflk' III ('Ommon as ha\{" the capdaiisl class and the won. lI1g class. 
I Ill' offspnll~s of the "-1 1m}! clas.1 ell jo)' ever)' ad\' anla~e of educa tion 

Jind careful tr; .. mn~, whl~ Ihe youn~ v.orLtrs 01 city and country share 
Ilk- b~ of Iht' 3duh .. orLrn}t cla., :100 art' the objtds of a ruthlels 
(' \p to. r;atloo The n :s::s::ardl)" ('nlfnbs (II tdtl(;1hon ."hirh 3rt gran ted 
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to the young w?rkcrs un?er the capilalist rcg ime senc only 10 maLe 
thelll lUore profi table ob}ects for fulure exploitation. They arc con . 
demned 10 Jivcs of wage slavery. 

The economic siluation of the adull worker under ca pital ism is 
exceedingly diUicult; but thai of tIle working class you th is quite 
unbearable. 

From earJ:cst chi ldhood the sons :lIId d'lughters of working 
class families become the objects of capitalist exploitation. Child labor 
under Ule most dreadfu l conditions cont inues to be widespread. The 
old type of apprentice wlio was reech'ed in to the family of his 
master as a member of that family, and who had every opportun ity 
later to become a m.aster of his trade, has disapP<'ared fore\"er . 
Apprent iceship nowadays is merely ~ mask for the merciless exploi· 
tation of the you th, and e\"cn as such it is rapidly disappearing . 
The devclopment of industrial techn ique has enabled the capitalists 
to place young childrm and adolcscents as unski lled workers in 
the process of production. There rema ins only a very small aristo­
cracy of skil1cd labor, mainta ined at the expense of the large majority. 

The c.1pifalists take advantage of the diminished power of 
resistance of tlte young workers to exploit litem outrageously. Ttle 
young wor~ers are forced to work long hours (often longer than 
adult workers), aoo far beyond the capacity of their undeveloped 
bodies. No consideration js gi \"C~n to their need for further education. 
Thcy fUuSt be. satisfied with absurdly low wages, much below those 
of adult workers for the same work. Night work, work under 
unhealHIY conditions, dangerous occupations, barbarous treatment 
by Ihe employers, 'Unemployment without benefits and its results, 
mise!)" pros titution, crime,- all these are the fate of the young 
workers under the capital ist regime, 

Cond itions are especially bad .in small industries and in small 
shops. These sC{'k 10 meet the cOll1petition of thl' big industries by 
Ihe lI1erci less exploitation of the apprentices, who are absolutely 
helpl<'SS in the hands of their employers and masters.. 

Girls, being the weakest clement of the young w~rk~rs, 
arc the objects of an especially brutal and degrading explOitation, 
even worse than thai of the young male workers. 

Capital ism, wh id! has proletarizcd t~c ci ti~, also brou.ght the 
mass'proleta!i zation of the rural, po~ula!Jol1 With untold mlscry .to 
the poor peasants, so that the Sltualton of Ihe young rural worker 
is even worse than that of his urban brother. 



.. ,.-., " ,y ... jllsl thei r o}(\er comrades 
. II • YOIlIl/ot \I OIM • ., "0 " . 

The 1)1 1111 1~ 01 It b ts of class of 001\11110n IIIIS!!!)" and 
to II hOlll they an,' rl'lntN:\ 1»;\ ' OI;~I ~S sij:!"1\ of the miS(! rablc condition 
(,I blood, .s ano till'f '>Sp<'CII:t ) ( I 'r' "pltalisl1l The capitalists make 

, rhss I'oul \ 11tH. {' • • . I 'k , II 
of the \10i",1l$!"' I I \'a res to brrak the s n 'cs 0 Ie g \\' or\..('r;;. 0 ('L1 \. g , . . b 
II~' of t hl' )011 11 I i th~ "\dult workers of theil' JO s. 
:\,\1111 " or\..l'fS . alh 10 . ro ) ~ ;hc 'oun),!' worker is closely cOllllcded 

1 he ('('0110 1111(' sen ltuM ,0 )" I b ' tite OOufucoisic. The 
I OPI» )" '$S lon l' lI 0 1 ce<) eo 

Il l lh the SpLl'I I II :\ l . I h things atld only as much, 3S 
\'I,)ur)!('QlS schoo ls l{,lIel! 011 Y Slll~(,, " -",I (;p~blC slaves of capit alism 

r vork"rs WI \I ~ ., " . 
\1 III III:'\..": Ihe. youn J! ' ~ . 3nd in politics. This is the pllfPose 
111 th\' l:lr toncs , 11\ the :lIm) ~' ' choots Only the youths of the 
of til l' pllhlic allli C'Ont 11l11;t110 1 ~ ~chOol~ colleges and universities. 
hOl1 f j.! \'OISI\' (';til :lHend the lu/! I . coi~ ;rcss religion a nd religious 
Uo uf!!('ois !i\.:raturc and the ~)()I~I\~ I~t~r:lry' tr:lsh fo r the youth, 
hod It'S, the ('hurch, bO\l rgeo~s ~':\~ ieht ShO\\, 5- ;I1\ serve the same 
l1\(wing- pIctures, IIIUSIC halbo"O'll' o·r rrauisatioJls educational and 

S ~l al bourl'eols ) u to> ' T t 
pllrposc . ,PC I b .... 'port club ' nalionalis t unio ns, 11\11 ary 
SOCi:lI.- lIL k1l1g (' \I s,~ S ~ I ~' I 3ciiist. political, ooy stOllt 
or!!:l0l1 .. 1hons, r":~~\O:~~~t i;~ ~~~~I~l~i~ purpose of poiso n.i ng the 
or j.:" ;\I\17.3hons , - " I 'I be rt 01 the bour~roisle . 

. \s. I the youn~ \\ or\;.ers or t I{, ne I 
1I\ 11I('~1~ mIlitarism 01 the capilalist s tates, whi.ch serves to lcarr), 

e'iahs ! wafS 3nd to slIppress the worklllg cl ass at tome, 
~~~r~::~~ ~ts forct's primarily irom the young \\:orkt::rs and p~asautst 
I
, I '1,,- ,,' (-01' ,hese ,oml rr hU11I31l bcmgs 3fe noUting bu -or I Ie 1111 " . " -.. .... -:-. . . . . I .g 

1 I k r The militaristic Spirit IS I\llcndcd to makc ! Ie yOU! 
ca nnon 0< ( . ' ., I' I I II \ ' n many . k ~ Ill ' ",illin" \ IchnlS of 111I[X'na !s S aug I ers, :1I1( I 
;;~I\~~('S t~IC il\£\lsion of a Illi l i t~r istic spirit begins in the pre'pa~~t 
10 ...... miht"r.· or~an ;nHCI\S of chIldren of scl~ool age. The capI\"h 

I' ," n: , .. .:..· ;cc I\l rns the )'Olmg workers mto automatons to be 
1\l1 I ... J :s~ " I ·1·1 , Ie l!~:'(\ a)!ailts\ their class brothc~ at ~Iomc alH abroad. . ley wa 
II ~ best years of their youth m I1l1l1t:ll)' barracks. It IS the bloOd ot th(' \\orkLllg class you ill \\-hich drenches the ba ttle fields of 
l1npcria\isl wars . . 

But although capitahs11l dem;tuds from 1\Ie yo ung workers these 
illcr\'{hb te sacnHccs 01 toil :l1ld of blood it reiuscs them the most 
elementar), politic.,\ r igllls. . ' 

ESiX'Cia\ly in the Sllla~l arb~ans' sh~ps, the apprentice Jives I.n 
;Ibjed depcnd(,llcc ~Ipon Ius cmplo),er. .1 he working class )'outh IS 
not allowed the fight to \"ole, e"cn III the pitiful institutions of 

30 

bo urgeois mlll~raC)' or in the s hop cou ncils. In many countries the 
young. work~~ IS deprived, lega ll~ . and illegally, of his rights to 
~rg~1II7..c poittically, to attend political demonstrations, cic. Class 
Jl~.lIce and the o rgallS of suppression controlled by the botJrgeoisie 
plttl~slj' p~rse~te Ihe revolutionary you ng workers. 

, rillS Slhl~ hOti beca me even worse during the war, and in the 
penoo follo wlIlg the war the misery of the working class grew 
beyond bounds. En~rlUous masscs of half grown youths were sent 
to the front and child ren were drawn into the workshop to take 
their plaa:s and the ~la ces ~f the a~ult workers. In the shops they 
were lI~rcl lcss ly exploded Without being tra ined, even the few existing 
protectivc laws being abolished. To rcpair the damages of tbe war 
.1n~ to emerge from HIe presen t crisis-at the expense of t.he prole­
lanat, naturally- the capitalis ts intensify the exploitation of the 
pr~leta riat and especially of the proletarian youth, and concentrate 
~helr .attacks upon the ~ Iandard of living of the worJ.:ing class, 
Imposmg upon the wor,;ers an unendurable misery. The process 
of Ihe decay of capitalis m brings with it increased s uffering for the 
young workers; {'OOnomic misery, political oppression an d 
d isfrandl isement. ' 

TIfE NECESSITY 1'011. AND TIlE 1I.0LE OF TH E YOUNO 
COA1/HUN /5T AfO\' EAfENT 

The general politica l and econo mic situation of the worlcin" 
class you th and its special pcsitioo in capitalist society forces it t~ 
3n actual part icipation in the class st ruggl e, and imposes upon il 
with in the framework of the general class war, a special struggl~ 
for a change in its o wn conditions of work and education, To 
fulfill these lasks the work ing class youth has organized itself into 
Young Commun ist Leagucs. 

The necessity for such separale young communist organizations 
arises from the peculiar psychological needs of the young workers. 
These require the establishment of specia l independent organ izations. 
S till another rcason is that the youth must have a preparatory 
school for the Party. 

The first yo ung proleta rian ofgauiz..ltiOIlS which arose in the 
capitalist countries of Europe at the end of the nineteenth and 
beginning of the twent ieth centuries were organized to fight 
mil itarism, to defend the interests o f the working class youth, and 
to give a special socialist education to their members. As reformisHI 
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I ' II labor 1II0\ClIlent i t sOIl~ht 10 bring' the I>roietarian 
m('lca!i('{ Ill . Ie ' .. rol Where it attained a cerlain degree of 
~Oll t ~~sll~lt~~\~~~('(~O:~~ ('florts to withdrawin)t. the you,ng . wor~ers 
\01.1('(\ . I I 10 11"llsfoflninO' thclr org:ulIzallolls mto 
[ II c class st rll).! /.! (' all( " . ~ .' . 
I'Om' • . I I"' Hut the rdonllists fOllnd II <h filcult to 

II\l'r,' Nlucal1on3 SOCIC Il'S. II t bef 
lontro! tile 1"c\'oluI1OIl:lry l'lcmcnls of tI ~e YOllth, sOl llil tc~~n . bcs°"1 

" . . II ~ . Ill' socialist OIj.!anlzaitons-01 a ('as IClf 
Ih..: ~.H I~ )0\ ~ I ' "I; "uppor! of the revolut ionary lert wing 
d('lIk'nls ~ "cre a S 10 f'o ~ d ' II , \1 ,I,,, out~lcak of and tiring Ie war a 
of Ih l' latlor 11I0H'n~'n ' " • . .' 

, [II "~lllh'rs 01 the "ol1 n~ pro\rt:man orgalllza ilons or malonh' 0 Ie ... l~ ' . ' I ' . 1 f tI 
1110..<;1 of !lIe capitalist countries 1'(,111<\111('(\ (nit to t,le. PfIIlClP ,C 0 1e 

I I' I" "", •• 1, and unlike th~ socIalist partles who 
)"('\'0 II lonary (,,~s.. t-t- ' , ' I cl 
pl:l(~ll 111(,IllS('I\'(,s }\(>s.id~ tilc hourj:!rolslt', became constan t y earer 

III Ihclr aims, 
As li1r workill)!' class had. at thai l imc, 110 revolut ionary ~al't ies, 

Ihe young- socialist orf.!an izalion:; wcre forC\."<I. to brea,k Wi th the 
policy of the socialist part ies and to ~ll,\{I~r,lake aT! llldepcnde~t 
pol i tical strut.:glr ag-a inst th~ hOllrf,!'('olsIC. I~S SOCial <lemocraitc 
accompliccs, and thl.' war, 1 hilS they collt ~'l b\lt('(1 mu~h to the 
prrparal ion of the groUll\I, for \l('W re\'ol\1llo~lar)' pa rll~s of the 
proklariai. \Vith the forma bon of the COllIlI1I101S! International and 
liI(' COlllTllunist Part ies :md their growing strength, Ule Young 
Communist Leagues w~re lble to define their part iClilar role as youth 
on,r;mizations within Ihe g('neral revolu tionary mo\'ement and to 
de\'ote Ihelllseh'cs to th{'ir spcciallasks among the proletarian youth , 

Sincc the wor~ing class youth is a part oi the working class 
II d<x"S not require an)' further or£anizalion than the Young Com­
munist Leagues for the \'arious activities of the working class, such 
as political, economic, athl('iic, and olliers, as the proletariat as a 
whole has already organiza tions for these purposC'S, The Young 
Communist League is l ite mass orj:!:allizatioll of Ihe working class 
\'ou lh and thai part of the labor lIlorcment which represents the 
~ntl'rests of the young: workers in all matters, It is Ihe mass school 
{or the cOllnnunist cducalion of the working class \'ou tll, where 
Itl<:Y can obtain pract ical education by their organi7..ed" part icipa tion 
in the strugg:les of the proletariat , This pract ica l education is sup­
plemented by th~rei ical teach ing, The LeaJ!:ues are at present Ihe 
most de\'o\(Od assIstants 10 the Communist Parties and the reserve 
force of Ihes<:" for the future, 
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POLITICAL ACTIVITY OF TilE YOUNG CO,I1AIUNIST 
LEAGUES AND TtlEIR RELATION TO TlfE PARTIES 

The Young COIllJl:u!lisl Leagues firmly rejett the h),pocrihral 
slogau of th e bOurg~~lSle a,lId of , ~he Social Dcmocr.1C)·-that the 
youth must , lIot partICIpate 1Il polItiCS: The energetic participation 
of the ~'orkl~lg class you th, which is such a mighty factor in social 
pro:<',ucilon, IS also an equally mighty force in the working class 
polthca l slnlggle, and is fhe basis of the communist education of 
Ihe young workers, 

The Young Communis t Leagues arc subject to the polit ical 
leadership of the COlllmunist Part ies, which the), accept as the 
vang~lard of the prole!aria f and the leader of all i ts organizations; 
~hat IS, ,Ihe Leagues accept the program, the tactics, and fhe polit ical 
luslrucilons of Ule Parties, 

,Thus, \lu i ted "",iI!1 the, Communist Parlies, fhe Voung Com­
nlll~ls t Leagues parl,lelpale, III all the Pa:ty acflvi ties and struggles 
agalIIst the bourgeoiS parhes and orgalllzations, and against those 
represent at ives of capital and its poli tica l organiz.1t ions wh ich stri\'e 
to preserve the rule of c.1pifalism and capilal ist exploi tation, The 
VOllng COllllllunist LeaguC5 also oppose the Social Democratic 
Part ies of all shades, which arc the direct and indirect allies of the 
bourgeoisie in the proletarian camp, These attempt to save capitalism 
£:0111 destruction and to di\'ert the working class from the revolu­
honary stnlggle; and continua lly betray not on ly the final aims but 
also , the immediate interests of the protetaria t. The Young 'Com­
mums ~ Leagues also combat the •• pure" syndicalists who deny the 
n«csslty of Ihe proletarian dictatorship, a proletarian part)' and 
proletarian cC1ltrai ization j and the anarchisls who arc the i deol~gjsts 
of the slum, proletaria t and the petty ,bourgeoisie and who reject 
the proletanan state and preach reactiona ry economic views, 

T~le Young Communist Leagues fimll)' oppose those organi. 
utions of the youth which follow in t:he wake of and arc supported 
by bourgeois part ies and bourgeois groups, such as the numerous 
religious aSSociat ions, nalional ist $ports leagues, militarist, pacifist, 
and chauvinist youth organizations. They fight against the social 
democratic, syndica list, and anarchist influcll('('S among the )'outh, 
With those s)'l1dicalist clements who recognize the neecssity of the 
revolutionary struggle for the proletarian didatOrship and who 
have r id thcmselvC$ of their anl iquated prejudictS, the Young Com-

, 
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l1Iullis! Leagucs fight as cOlHr~d~ sharill~ the same struggle. They 
strivc 10 lead all thc IIl10rgalllzed :md IIl1sle<l. c lem~lI ls of the Prolt­
t;lri;ln youth ;llong the road of the prolelarian class struggle and 
thl'Y endeavor to unite the entire working class youth under the 
hau lier of Comlllunism. 

'I !lese arc the concrete tasks of the Young Communist Leagues 
on thc polit ical field: untiring agi tation for the mililant aims of the 
COllllllun is! lnternat ionalj support of the Communist Part ies in all 
their daily work and activities; p:lrficipatiou in all the re\'olulionary 
actions of the proletJriat; discussion and explanation of CUrreot 
politita i cvents and the immediate tasks of Hie proletariat ; acti\'e 
participation in all Party debates within the scope of the Communist 
Parties. 

\'\'ithout questioning the political leadership of fhe Connnunist 
Parties. the Young Communist Leagues require organizational 
indepC'udC'lI(."c for the work of educat ion, III the intert'St of successful 
cooperat ion ill all mili lant activities the closest organiza tional 
bctw~1I Parties. and Young Communist leagllcs is essential and ' 
ob tained by lIIutual representation in all bodies and by continual 
mutual support. 

TilE ECO.VOAIIC STRUGGLE Of TNE YOUNG 
COMMUNIST LEAGUES 

AI~Y ,r:ldica~ im provement in Ihe conditions of the working class 
youth IS ullposslble ~nd~r capitalism, Moreover, during the period 
of the de<-ay of capltah~1ll the bourgeoiSie strives to lower as far 
as POSSib,lc the standard of ,living of the working class youth and 
rUlhlcssl ) opposes e~'~ry slightest <lttempt of the you ng workers 
[0 ?ellcr Ihm .comh~IOII~ . Thus the young wo rker.'i C,'UI expect 
wdlcal eh ;m,!:!cs ~II theIr sItuation wilh rcg<lrd to labor and education 
only after the vIctory of the prolctllfi.\!. 

T.lic ~Iablishmcllt ~f. socialist SOciety not only demands are­
organtzahon of the condl hOl,lS of work, \\ ilh regard to the education 
Ot the young workers, bllt II also brings abo t tJ d·I ' that 
l1l<lke this reorganization possible As th~ '011 ,It con I 10T\" 1 01 
II R · 1 I' . IlSplCIiOUS examp e 

IC uSSlan re\'o u IOU has prO\'cn it ""'I . I· __ , I· D 
I · 1 . b· I' , ..... es SOCia l~t .. "uca 10 

W lie I IS a com ma 10 11 of productive work and I · . d 
education. The working class' tI b 0 IIIslrucholl an 
is (~lIcalro to become useful ~oul ~ ,I l'COlll~ a SOCial str:'ltum whic~ 

, Il l" e.lu of Ix:uw :1n 01,' I 1 101 
talion. The special task of the Y , C ""'. vice 0 cxp .. 

oung OIU\lIUnlst leagues withlD 
3, 

the scope of the 'general 'itrugglc of the working class is the 
realization of socialist youth education on the basis of the trans­
formation of the conditions of labor for youth. 

But evcn before the conq uest of power by the proletariat the 
Young Commu nist Leagues struggle energetically for fhe betterment 
of the young workers' situat ion, This struggle aime; at the pro, 
t('(lion of the young workers against the growiog misery and 
degencration resulting from capita list exploitation, and strives to 
increase Ule power of resistance of the worlfing class by raising 
its standard of living j a ll this to the end of depriving the capi­
talists of some of their Cld\'anlagoous strongholds aod of uniting 
the masses of young workers to fight for thei r most elementary 
and immediate demand~, 

The basis and the goal of our programme is the 

SOCIALIST REORGANISATION OF JUVENILE LABOR 
This means the abolition of wage sla\'cry for a ll young workers 

up to eigh teen years of age. They musl be cared for by the state 
and treated from the point of vicw of cducatiol1 f until they hay!' 
attained Ihis age. 

/\ side from our relentless oppo'iition to all child labour, which 
naturally requi res no furthcr explanation, our partial demands 
for all young workers of both sexes up to eighteen years are the 
following : 

Minimum wages ranging from the subsistence minimum up­
wards, Equ:'I1 wages for equal work, for young and adult workers 
oi both sexes. Progressive grading of apprentices' wages during 
the cou rse of .1pprtnticeship, 

If the six hour day is established, wages arc 10 be paid for 
eight hours. 

Wages of all young workers to be determined by Inde unioo 
agrwncllts, 

hour working day \.1 .. ith Ule incl usion of, and full pay for, 
continuation school hours. 

Forly four hour week end rest. 
Strict prohibition of night work for all young workers up to 

twenty ycars, 
Prohibition of pi!.'Cc work :'Ind of the spcc<iing up system. 
Fully paid four weeks' annual ,'acation, Free atwnKXbtipo of 

young workers in r!.'Creation hOllies, 5.1Ilatoriunl', etc, 
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Prolnhilion of )oung- \\orkcrs up to twenty )'ears being em I ' 
I I . d j ' ", P 0)«1 111 SlOpS :1Il(. If] us fit'S lIIJunous 10 tlleif hcallh such as I 

\\or~s , III~lI('r~rollnd \\ork in fhe I!lin~, i.'('rt'lin branch('S of ~ 
lht'ml(";l1 lIlduslr}', and others. e 

[quill uJlt:1nplo),11Icnt doles for young and <ldult workers ' 
emploYlllenf doles fCllll!ing frolll the subsistcllce minimum up\\:ar~~: 

~~II~PlIlsory cIllP'oYI~lcn i of the t1llcmployoo you th either in silo 
or Ir,lIIl1ng schools WIHCh gu,mUlI<'C continuation of train ing fPS 
the ~'o~ng .worker" who have been compel led to intcrnlpl th ~r 
appn.'tl llCt'SllIp. elr 

Rrgarding Tt'{/mifol Training and the Apprmti({'S/1ip Sys/rm 
our dcm'lOds eire .15 iollows: 

k
Com pulSOfj: free and complete trade ooucation for all you ng 

Ilor ers up to {,Ighterll years . 

T~hnic"l training to be based on practic.11 wo rk and r uJatcd 
~~ror~n~ 10 the p.rinl:iplcs of the workshop schools, farto l% etc. 
d IC I ISIS f.or Ihls IS fhc estab li shmcnt of sCCtia l il pprenf ices' 
epar ments III the factories. . 

and EStta~l.i Shmell.1 ol.tomm.on training shops for a number of home 
spcnr t) mdus trles, In wInch part of the work ing hours arc to be 

a t\ ~iilio.n of individual indentures, and the inclusion of the 
pprenltrcs In all collC(ii\"e agreements. 

Abort· . 
ding the Ir:~~i 0.1 appr~11~1~('$' sWC:1fing, by .strict regulations (('gar. 
lites . 10 emp 0) <ippreullccs-maxullum num1x>r of ap ren 

In proportion to a definite number 01 workers scv < p. . 
~~(10'jtccfl?~ "llis~re<ti~lelH and for offences against \\"~;killg c~~lfr~nalS,fl'd· 
, I\C ct,:"lslaholl. 

is qu;~~'o Ytf~r~ appref~ticCShip, including the probation period which 
Pr s~ . 1~lcn t III View ~f the prcscllt capit,1list ch:tracter O'f work. 

to Ulei~I~~~~I~ of (wplo),lOg apprentires with work not belonging 
p l 'bT ro II I Ion of the living.in system. 
Siric! ~upc " .. 

king class- t rVlslon. of appr{llilccslll'p by the org<lns 01 the wor. 
rade unions, shop council s, and others. 

in II Labor o~g"\D i z.ations and their T(-prcscnlati\'cs to have a voi 
ticcs1e supcr~;ston of the training shops ;,wd trade schoo!'>. l'ppreCf.! 

or PUPI s 10 elect councils for the s<1me purpose. n· 
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For the EsfablislJlntlll 0/ a Mililolll Fronl wilh lite Adult 
Wor!illg Closs the Young Communist International has formu· 
lated the following demands: 

Young workers to Il<lve full rights on all shop councils. 
Young workers to be accepted on equal terms in the trade unions 

but to pay lower dues. 
According to the peculiar cooditions that may exist io different 

countries the Voung Communist leagues may enlarge or adapt 
thc;se demands as the occasion requires. 

The fate of the working class youth is inseparably connected 
with that of the whole working class. The economic struggle of 
the young workers can be sucressful only when it is carried on 
with the full suppori of, and in conjunction wi th, the adult working 
class. The adlll~o; must support Ihe strugg ling you ng workers, since 
the interests of the working class youth arc the interests of the 
proletariat ~s a whole, and since the economic problems of the 
working class arc insep<lfable from those of the young worker~ . 
The Voung Communist Leagues conduct their economic struggle 
th rough the organizations of the whole proletariat and, primarily, 
through Ihe trade unions. 

The trade unions arc the mass organiz..1tions of the workers for 
the protection of their economic i ntercst~. The Young Communist 
Leagues .1d\,ocate on principle the equality of young and adult 
workers in the trade unions and strive to induce the trade unions to 
defend the interests 01 the you ng workers. Each member of the 
Voung Communist League must also be a member of his trade 
un ion, The Young Commun ist Leagues are, however, thoroughly 
cOf\~ious of the fact that only the revolutionary trade unions desire 
to, <lnd call, reprcs('ut the interests of the workers, young and old. 
They therefore oppose the reformist trade union bureaucracy, strh'e 
10 revolutionize the trade unions, and support the Red Interna­
tional of Labou r Unions. 

TIlE ANTI·flfILlT ARIST STRUOOLC Of TlfE YOUNG 
COflf ,IfUNIST LCAGUES 

Milit.1rislll is <tn invariable :md inevitable component of capi· 
talism and is one of the most powerful in~truments of its rule. 
The struggle "gainst militarism is th erefore the struggle against 
one of the mightiest tools of bourgeois class rule. 
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. 1 ht' ~oun& \\or~{'rS of the rity ilnd of the (Ol1llle 
"dlms of IIHIJIMism: thry .ue Iltl' 1II:15S('$ \\1,0 a Y ,Me the 1i~1 
flll thr lilll~ S of lis .1fmil'S ;wel 10 die on the bn t~~ en, led upOn II) 
flll'lI t'<trhCSI youth llIilitilrism seeks to poison II', i/ f',('lds. FrOID 
l(k"ologlf.1/ aud org-anil.at ional mcasures C IIl Il~d,,, and by 
!mdt'l" liS mf1u('IIC('. It is th('f('fop II to . brmg thcIII 
I III rOUII}.!' Comnnllusl It'aKlics to to! I,e p~J!larr task of 
It..:sly <Iud 10 l'ondul'f ,III l'nrrgl'f ic :H1ti'lIli~?t'.~l~.I: IIuhlansm relent· 
Iht' mas.."l'$ oi Ihe youug \\orkers both ' . i n,s prop.:l¥atlda among 

DUflllg the p{'rioel of the wlnSI( C <III ~J oU,lslde the army. 
lIull larL."1Il fi,l:hts more a I I orld rc\olullon bourgeois 
d 'lss and bi.'fOIU('$ the i n S;/II~Il{,IIII;O~~ \\~~flll{ aga in~t the ~'orkiog 
pcno.:! till' \'OUIIl' COlluuu ni"t Le ~ 11 e error. 1 hus dunll~ th~ 
~hould I;lke ('\·('I~ stronge!" ~ I agucs al1~ lhe Communis t Parties 
1.1rislII all( lIIore radll'a l 'l<'iion against mili. 

To Ihe rit.1u\"illisfIl of Ille irn . r . 
f!sts :lIId lite sodHI delllOl:rats 0 pe~ I.1 IS~, Ille ~efty boll~gcoiS pati. 
1 d\l flsm, 'I~ slldl, is a 110 elrs:~:e ~~Ielr pell) bourg~o~s ~cifism, 
for th l' dl\ lsion of the wO~ld ' I 10Pld .. The bourgCOI':;le, hghling 
I .\' J I " .1i1( relllbltu fJ' befo II ' , lOll lOll. \\111 Ill'\'cr la)' do ' tJ ' tio re Ie prole!anan 
dls.:lflill'(l th(,111 BIll " 'I ,\\11 lelr \\'e,lpOIlS until !l1e workers have 
I \ ]at ]S \\Orse p·I T I 
t du.'s IlO; ,tl;trm or dhl tI " C'I ISm liUIIlS the proletariat 

lariat of its wcapon' b'i< r~llli ~e bourgeoisie but it robs the prol; 
Prol t . '':j Y I USIOns wh ich . I A 

. (' :Inat. psyrhologicil lI ' al I ' ' surrenU\:r tile fostering 
(If liS , ill'med class ell(,IIIY,) l( ph)slcnl ly helpless, inlo the hands 

, ~o Irs'l h<lnnful to the w k' 
Itllht:ln.;t si nw{I' le "d ' " or mg class nrc the methods of ani ', 

I, ' I t-foo" \ o\'\ ttcd b)· the I ' < I 
111 ( 1\']( ua] refus..1ls to ' " ~Ilarc lo-s),mltcalist elemen!s· 
IIIdmdu:t1 action k \' sene, \\IIICh, like every other inde ndent 
Ollt of the .1r1llY ;Il(~ E~e:~e, rrOlutiollar): eh.'tlten,ts of the profctaria t 
prop:tg.ll1da of tlt(' , I , ) .unders the II1 fluenclI,lg by revollt!· n , \\O(lIers au the army lonary 

I{' COmmulllSt undefSt d tI . 
;1J.!ilinst capitali'llll is . an l~t the armed rebcllionof theproleta . t 
Only hy tlt t' \' ictor ' 1~(,(CS~1ry m tI~e st ruggle for its elllitnc; •. fl3 
hllmanit\' to the ~ of /'S \H'apons will the proletariat be able ia~loll ' 
no l ong~r r('quir~r('{l' l],O Il ,of a SOCiety which beiug witJ:out ~ cad 
and by Ihe annl\lllil ItJnsm; only by . the cre.ltion of .1 rC(f asses 
dj::<li nst tht co ' dr(ence, of the aduevelllen ts of the r ' lar.IIIY 
lit is no.11 be allu~trr.revoluhonary allempts of the bourrr":~~ IIhon 

'" • <lloed In its ' t ·· bwlSle can must stri\t' 10 I' 'I war agatn,':; capIta lism the prol t • 
en.g lien tlte proletarian and semi.prolcla '.c anal 

3S • nan ele" 

ments of the bourgeois Mmy ;:1IIe! \I, in them to its side, to turn the 
we;lpons that w(lre directed aga inst fhe working class against the 
ruliug ChiS':; , 

In this sll1lgglc Ule Voung Communist Leagucs and the Com, 
I1Il1l1ist Parties arc confronted with the special tasks of:-

S!ruggle ag<tinst the psychological mililari:U1lion of the young 
workers by tlte bourgeoisie; 

Struggle against the military education of the working c1ac;s 
youth as a prepar.1tion for army scn'ice; 

Rc\,olutionflrY work within the bourgeois armies, th rough nu· 
c1ei in the rcgulM stand ing <trmies, the colonial and occupation 
troops, in prep;uatory mililMY institutions, and by propaganda 
against \\'.lr, militarism, and the use of the army in the .:;ervice of 
ca pit.1Iism; 

Struggle for the material interests and the right of organiza. 
lion of the soldiers; 

St ruggle for tlte .1nnulment of the Treaty of Vers.ailles and Ute 
other peace treaties which are the cau;'\es of new wars; 

Struggle against imperialist \\ars by every means, including 
the general strike .1nd armed uprisings, and the transformation of 
the imperialist W:If into a revolutionary civil war; 

St ruggle ngainst and disarmament of the armed organiza,tions 
of the bourgcoic;1e, which are especially created for the suppression 
of the proletar iat, and against the milit.1fy and nationalistic youth 
organizations which serre them as rC5C.n.·cs; 

Self·proie'Ciion of tlt e working class against reaction, and fhe 
arming of the workers for their struggle. 

The Voung Communist LeaguC'\ carryon a bro..1d propaganda 
among tlt e young workers, espec ially among those in the army, for 
the spread of these principles in opposition to bourgeois mililarism, 

TNE EDUCATIONAL WORK Of TNE YOUNO 
COIl/il/UNIST LEAOUES 

The work of education .1nd propaganda is .10 ind~.:;pens.1ble 
part of the whole activity of the Voung Communist Leagues. "By 
education, in this sense, is meant the communication to Ule young 
workers of the sttmmoo up txpcrienccs of the struggle, in order to 
make thelll conscious and determined fighters against capitalism 
and for the proletariat, for re\'olution and for the builders of a 
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nfll SOCifl) II IIIus bL\'O!llfS a founlrr·balanl7e 10 a'~d . a fighting 
\\t\IJl(l/l :ll!ainsl Ihr l'\dusi\'t~ iuilul'Iwe of Ihe bourgeolslc upon t h~ 
~uun.L! \Iorkt'rs '. . .. 

I he flrsl task of the Voung COIIHllIllHst League, IS the pohhral 
t1Ih~h lt'Un 1l'ut of their IUI.'lIIhl.'r:; .md of the broad masses of tbe 
10UlI~ Mrkers Ii instrurts thrill in th l' 1;11\$ of economic and <;1)­

,"1;11 'I.'\'OlutlOlt, in Ilisiory, in the forms IIlId methods of the class 
II.lr ,md thl' l.lbor mOI't'JI!I.'lIt, in the polilk;11 <'Ind ('{onomie situa. 
hOIl of tht' \\or~ill!.! l'1:l::l, :llId in Ihe tasks ,mel lIilllS of thr proll'­
t,U ldU rl'\olul1o/1 ' M.m:islI1 tlte throfy of Ihe proletariat_ is OUf 

HIIlSI IInrortillli \Ie;troll in the struggle 'Ig<linst c.1 pital, and our most 
1"-'I'fl\1 1001 for Ih(' rOllst rudioll of the new sodely. Thus the 
\oung COlllunl!'t L{';l.L!Ul"\, st ri\'e, primarily, 10 sprend Marx~an 
r111 losophy among iheir IUl'mbns :lnd to accustom them to Marxmn 
Il';lsonlllg IIlId i{\e;ls. • 

lhe \"OUIl~ Communist Le;lgucs undertnke, fu rt hermore, the 
laising of 11t(' ,g't'lIl'I";ll cu ltural l en~1 of tll ::- young workers in the 
lIItrrest of till' rlll;s \I :Ir. Tlt e young workers IUllst obt.1in from 
IIt\, hourg\'oisie thl' ~nol\'ledge which they need to organize the pro-
1!.'I:lrian masscs and 10 Il\1d then! to victory in the strugg le against 
l":IPI I:t1ism. In :l.ddiholl to polit ical educ.1iion ;md socia l science, 
!If'Oll Ilhidl Ill' l"ollmli r'lte Our princip<11 effort,\ the Voung Com. 
munist Leagues :1.1so clo general l'Clur:tl ion:l) work in Ihe rea lms of 
11:llul'al srtenrr, litcr:1.lure • • 1ncl <lrt. In this work they 1101 on ly 
hnl1!.! 10 tl!" YOUII:.!" workcrs that rducation wh ich Ihe bourgeoisie 
110\1 Ul'llll'S Illl'fl]. through their monopoly of the educa tional system, 
bUI tI.l e~ :Ilso opf>O'>{' tit" Marxi.'lll vjew <'Igninst Ihe bourgeois i.dca. 
lORY III all Iltl'S!.' !tel(k They occupy themselvcs with th ese thmgs 
o lll ~' \0 th l' ('\il'n! to whkh tltey rclatt' to the dass struggle, and 
th

l
,\, use Ihelll to ",ducate the proletariat in the spiri t of the class 

:::l ruJ!J.!le. TillS 00IlC:1.lion.11 work is Ihe preliminary basis for the 
~rl'<lhOIl of ;tn intelligent \,.1IlgIlMd of the working c!;:ISS, necessary 
f~r Ihl' strlll,!gk; an intelligent \,<1ngll :l. rd connec ted wi th the wor­
~lIIg d'I~S by li t'S of blood nnt! of common interests; worki ng for 
the eSI:lbhshult'lll of socinhslll and <kstined 10 become the pioneers 
of a Ill'V, prolCI3rian culiure, 

The ,"oung' Communist Lc.1gues do not disregard. the phYSical 
edura llon of thl.' yeung \\'orters realiz.il1g the IlCCCSSlty of strong 
he,lUhy botlk'S for the fu lfilment' of the tasks arising ill lhe class 
s.trllggte, as r·ell as to counier<lc! the dangerou~ eff('( ls of ("api. 
<0 

, ue of the youth and to combat 
, . loiwtion upon the physlq Iy 

talts! exp '~. Ihlet ic and sport monoro,' d aganda of the 
the ~urgcoll~ ~s of the work of cducalton an th~r~~lual h:lbit-t of 

I he me I arc based upon r ' ties and 
Young Communist Lcag,u~ < his psychological pecu Ian , 
II I',fe 01 ihl' yOllng \Ior cr, 

\C •. r I . lIy 10 his independent illltl:l ,I\'r. , ' f UIC Leagues confined s fI~ 
Nor is the edu<:altonal ' ~%~I~ational tasks among t hellcl: lld=~ 

II ' il compnse:; gre.1 ' I ' pecially broug I 0 1~l e Y,ou I,. f the bourgeoisie whlc 1 ts es cd b' a defin itely com. 
1 he lIIi1ueme 0 l 'llren must be counteract ) ust also be 
upon the you~,g c ~If ( the proletarian children. Th:~a~ corrC'tponds 
llIunist educa Ion I and in a manner " the 
dral\n inlo the c1~~. s tr u~~I:' Communist Children'S Group I~ in 
to their mental. ab.lhh~. 'I It e You ng Communist Leagues u/ 
lorm 01 orgaOlzahon II IIIC I 1 

this work . attention to propaganda and 
The Leagu~ also ~e\'?te mUC~n due regard to the imror ta~cc 

agitation in the rural dlst~lctsi I;~~ \~ork are adapted to the specIal 
01 tll:l.t work. The mcth~ s 0 ce:; of the young rural workers, 
l"Conomic ;lnd cu ltural Clrcumstan ~'hich lie nea rest the hearts and 
They are based upon the , proble~~he ' are adapted to the intell.ectua t 
lives 01 the young rural \\o rke~s, d)1I ey gi\'e due considerahon to 
level 01 ~h~e yOUl~g w?rk~rsl ~~er 0: the ru ral proletariat cao be 
their preJudiCes. 1 he .... 1 ~ nlllgd I"tistent work by the urban orga­achieved only by energehc an ,PC , 
nizations of the Young Commulllst Leagues, 

TNE BASIS OF THE ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 

I file Young Communist Leagues The organil..c1 ti?nal struc ure? I ks The shop nuclei are the 

co~esPo~~u~~1 t~~'~llrcl;~~~e a~~1;~~~ r~n~ai;l in close contact with the 
:;~ ~! Ih'\"orking class youlh, for agilalion among .them andl:~; 
dr:1wing them into the communist ra nks. T'~e dLcag~It"~I~~,~~~; s that 
cJ iscipl inc in the orgall izat i?I~, al!d u po~ _til erx:~1 . 1111,;' I~e 'work 
is upon the cner"ctic parflclpabon of Ib me-m t'rs In a d r 
a:ld struggles of tlte League. Lendership is based upon emoc~a Ie 
~ntraliz.ation . The You ng Communist Leagues are . ~enha~~y 
organizations of Ihe working class youth, but they stme to \\ In 

ol'er the best elements of the intellec t ~l3ls and ?f t~e small peasantry; 
as well. \'\fithout creating any specml orgalUzalton for them, the) 
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give place ill their ranks to their most acti\'e clements and to those 
who are most de\'oted to the proletarian C:l\1~. 

Tlte Young- COllllllunist Leagues l!11dcrstand thoroughly that 
IIwy lire in an cllemy world and thll! white IW'or may at any time 
forct them ul1e1erb'ToUl\d. They make continual preparations, tcclh 
nic.1l1y and idcolos:!'ically, for such an cYl'nhl<llily. Even if forced 
underground by the persccut ions of reaction they strive to maintain 
at all linK'S and by all means, their contact with, and thei r influence 
o\'cr, thc rna;,scs. 

TilE WORK. INO CLASS I'OUTII Of TIlE COLONIAL 
COUNTRIES 

More than one half of the entire human race suffers lmeler the 
yoke of imperialism in the colonial and semi-colOllia l countries. The 
('xploitation of the backward pcopies of Asia and Africa 
is one of the founda tion stOllts of mct.lern capilalist world 
cconomy. The national stnlggle for liberation of the oppresscd 
colonial and semi·colonial countries is, therefore, a Jllost important 
factor in the revolution 3l!ainst capitalism. llle union of the re\'olu ~ 
tionary proletariat of the capita li,o;t countries with the colored 
slavcs of imperial ism is one oi the mos t important conditions of the 
\'ictoriotls struggle. The increasing capitalist development of the 
largest colonial and seO]i·(olonin\ countries has created the first con· 
dltion for the division of classes-the working class on one hand 
and the bourgeois and feudal class on the other; the native laboring 
population lIas been arousNI and the national revolutionary struggle 
becomes a struggle against the native feudalism and the native 
bourgeoisie. 

The condition of the young workers ill these coun tries is even 
worse than the condition of the youth in the ruling couniries. The 
young workers of the colonies suffer under the double oppression 
of nati\'e and of foreign exploitation wh ich still retains, in many 
cases, the old feudal istic all(l patriarchal forms. TIle widely spread 
system of petty industries and pelty trade, figh ting dcspercltely for 
existence, is !lIe cause of a savage exploitation of Ihe you th such as 
the young worker of Europe ;lIld America has nol known for a long 
time. The mi~ry of the peas.mtl)' and the feudal backwardness of 
agriculture make the situation of the young worker ill the rural 
districts ('\'en worse than that of his urban brother. To thcse lIIay 
be added the exraordinary cultu ral backwardness ,lIld social enslave-
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ment of fhe youth of iho~ COUniries; the unbounded influenct of the 
cl.e~gy , based upon the ignorancc of the masses; the slavish con. 
d~tions of women; a!ld the patriarchal rights of the employer orer 
IllS (1nplo),ees, 

The young communists of the oppressed colonial countries face 
a double task: 

(I ) To organize a mass mo\'ement of the young workers under 
iJle banner of r.evolutionary liberation from the foreign imperialistic 
yoke; !O establ~sh an alliance with the proletariat of the capitalist 
countncsj to fight for Ihe ('conomic, rultural, and political netds 
aDd dcmands of the you th . 

(2) To create organizations of conscious young communist 
\~'orkers to lead the working class youth in the national rc\'oIu. 
t lO~ary. s ~rug~le an~ to prepare the class st ruggle for communism 
wluch IS lOevltable 10 tho<;e coun tries also with fhe advent of the 
advancing world r('\'olul ion. The organizdtional forms of the rc,·olu· 
lional)' youth movcment in the colonial and serni-rolonial countries 
are determlned by the historical, cconomic social and political con· 
ditions pecu liar to each counll)'. ' 

The young communists of Ule capilaiisi countries, especially 
those countries which ma intain a colonial policy oi aggression, must 
fight for the liberation oi the opprcssed colonial peoples; against 
the racial prejudices of the workers in their own lands; and must 
support with energy the struggle of the )'oung workers in the 
colonial countries. 

TIlE WORKINO CLASS YOUTH AND THE D1CTATORSfIlP 
Of THE PROLETARIAT 

The overthrow of the 'bourgeoisie and the establishment of the 
proletarian dictatorship changes radically the situation of Ihe work­
ing class you th. The oppressed, enslaved, workers of capitalism 
become free ci tizens of the proletarian state, The proletari~n dictator· 
ship strives to improve, radica lly, the condition of the young workers, 
politically economiC:llly, and cu lturally, and gradually accomplishes 
th is task. Tlle revolu tionary youth organizations which are 
perscrutcd and oppressed by capitalism, receive ihe material and 
moral support of the Soviet state: they become active participants 
in the work of reconstruct ion of the proletarian state, and especially 
in r~gard to youth labor and educa tion, The Young Communist 
~agu es arc gi\'en every opporhlOity to ~me mass orgaDizations 
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for the communist educa tion of the working class youth, with due 
l'onsidcr,'ltion to erery i r!tcre of the li\'e5 of the young workers. The 
purpose of th is edm','llion during the period of the dictatorship is the 
training' :md cquippin~ of the young proletariat to become workers 
and fighters t1l all the [caln\.$ of strugg le and of reconstruction. 

The act ivity of the YOllng Communis! Leagues changes with the 
alt t,'I'l,(\ class nature of the state \X"hile they were a weapon for 
the on'rthrow oi the bou rgeois sta te under capitalism, the)' become 
a support of the Soviet po\\er under the proletarian dictatorship. 
The Young Communist LC:lgucs share actively in the establishment 
of the socialisl slate, the rebuilding oj its industry, and the reforma· 
tion of its agriculture. The siruggle against bou rgeois militarism is 
replaced by the joining of the red anny or na\'y and by work to 
strengthen these organiz.ltions. The best forces of the Young Com· 
munist lcagul'S join the rcd army, aiter the conqucst of power by 
the proletMi:lt , :lnd become soldiers, politic:l1 workers, and red 
cormnandero;. The Leagues realize their program of economic 
demands - the :!radual sociaiist reorgan ization of juvenile labor -
th rough the establishment oi ihe proletarian state and with the aid 
of the trade unions, the class organizations of the proletariat. The 
Lea,C'ues assume lire le<ldership in Uris work. The struggle ag:linst 
Ihe bou rs:-eois educational instiiutions and their mental clrloroforming 
of the )'outh is rep\attd by active help gi\'en to the socialist state in 
the establ ishmen t oi a uniform vocational SdlOOI systC'm; by the 
organization of schools for the young workers and apprentices; by 
the capture of the serondMY and higher schools by the proletariat ; 
and by the organization oi popular education for the masses. The 
educat ional work of the Young Communist l eagues becomes wider 
and more profound: with the allerl'ti purpose of their communist 
educational work and Iheir increased material and mental powers. 
new lasks arise on lIris field . 

TIJE YOUNO CO,IiIIiL'NIST INTERNATIONAL 

To be succt'SSful, the struggle of the proletariat for Communism 
must be internat ionally organized. The same tir ing is true of the 
working class you th. Therefore the Young Conununist leagues of 
all counlries are united in the Young Communist International, the 
world organiza tion of the revolutionary I)roletarian youth and their 
international kadcr and director, 

4. 

The first International Union of Socialist Youth Organisations 
was formed in 1907, .at the Stutlgart Congress, In spite of the 
attempts of the. reformLSts and social patriols to break up this union 
the oVCTwhelnung majority of its affrl iated organi1.ations procla imed 
at ~he end of the war - the beginniog of the revolut ionary period _ 
therr adherence to the principles of the revolutionary dass strugg!e 
and created the Young Connnunist International. This is in reality 
Ih(l1, l!lC t,rue SUCCCSSOr of the Interna tional l:nion oj Socialist Youlh 
Orgamsalrons. The few socialist youth organ izat:ons which had 
IlCver belongcd to an international \tague, for reformist reaSOns 
bef?re the .war; or which had broken away from th e Inlemationai 
Unron dllrr~g the ~'~r; or which \\CT't laier creaied by the social 
democrats rn opposrh~n to the re\'olu~ i orrary youth organ izations, 
fonned the Voung Wor1:ers' Intematrollal and the: Interna tional 
Working ~nion of .Socia list Youth Organisations, in 1921. They 
thereby spirt tire unrloo front of ihe worting class youth under the 
ba rm~ of. revol."tion, and in 1923 they united into a single rerorm:st 
org.1011A'l.ilon, dlrC(l~ against the Young Communist International. 

Unlrke ~he socral democr.ltic interna tionals which arc merely 
loose f~~ations,. the Young Communist International is built upon 
the prrncrple of International ccntraliz.ltion. Its decisions are the 
'iuprenre laws for all national SC('iions. The practical tasks of 
the Young Communist Internat ional Me; International agitation, 
and the ~('(ulion of ~ntrrnational actions; Iradership of the Young 
Commll l1lst Leagues 111 all thei r adi\'ities; support of the national 
sections in their work ; organiiation of fl{"W leagues' a.nd the cui· 
tivation of the spirit of solidarity among the re\'oI~tionary youth 
of all countries. 

TIre Young Communist Internatiooal accepts the principle-; 01 
the Communist International and forms one 01 its sections. 'The 
Executive Commitlee of the Young Communist International main· 
tains close contact with the bccuth'e Committee of the Communist 
International and is subjected to the latter's political leadership. 

Tire Young Communist international hal; .lppointed the first 
Sunday in September _ as International Youth Oa)' for the inter­
nation.l l celebration of thc young workers, the day on wbich they 
manifest their will to fight for their demands until they ha\'c at· 
tnined tire final \'iciof)' of their principles. 

A new epoch in the bistory of tire working c1a.~ youth began 
with the roondation of the Young Communist International. Na-
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tional boundaries iU\d n~tiona l di\'isiolls d? Il?' ex~s ( for t!le VOUl1~ 
Communist International, It opf'O"cs (apl lahs1Il In one sIngle um­
t('d iront :11)(1 its iron ring enci rcles the wh~17 world, The Youn~ 
Communist inlernation:ll cr(',lIcs the prerequIsItes for Ihe en:~nc l ­
pation of the working ~ Iass ~'?ulh from '!Ie ,unendurable pohhcal, 
l\'onomic, :lnd cu ltural IInPOs lh~ II S of c:lp l~ahsm, Called ~pon ~s 
a p..1.rt of the militant Communist l nt~rnauon:l l 10 accomphsl~ l~ tS 
ta~k . Ihe Young Commun ist lut('nt:lholl:ll WII\ nol lay dO"D Its 
arllls unt il Ihis work ;s done, 

• 
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RESO LUTI O 
on Ihe 

ECONOMIC DEMANDS OF THE PROG RAM 
OF THE YOUNG COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL 

• 

INCE Ihe Second World Congress issued its call to battle for 
the economic demands of the working class youth, the ~ 
nomic mo\'cmeot amongst the young workers has grown con­

sidtrably, Increasing economic pr~ure is sowing the seeds of 
dissatisfaction in the ranks of the young woI1cers and apprentices, 
and is gi\'ing them a great impetus in their economic struggle. Un­
der the leadership and with the cooperation of the Young Com· 
munist Leagues a number of ba ttles were fought. In these struggles 
the Leagues left the realm of theoretical propaganda and took up 
the struggle for practical demands, In spite of the different con­
ditions in the various countries, tile basic and fundamental facts of 
tile silt/otioll 0; tile working closs )'outh ou tile same evtrywhtrt, and 
in all the struggles a need for definite {ammon aims and for joint 
economic action 0; lIu \'oung Communis! uagulS btUIml evident. 
T>his was all the more necessary as, in tile present sl3ge of historical 
de\'clopment, th is fight must cver more and more assume an inter· 
na tional character, 

(2) TIle fundamental feature of the position of the working class 
youth in capitalist society (their incl usion in the procq;s of productioo 
as fully 'CieveJoped workers and objects of exploitation under the 
system of wage slaver)" and their deliberate exclusion from education) 
is the same in e\'cry country and ~mands the united application 
of tile Ic\'er of our basic demands. TIle s\\'cating methods pw'ailing 
today in the apprcnticcsllip system, and the exclusion from vocational 
m..ioing of the oVCfwhclming majority of the working c.lass y?Utb, 
due to the endeavors of capitalism to redu~ the number of hlghl)' 
!laid skilled workers {lnd to compel still more workers to perfonn 
~nderpa id unskilled labor, .are also international phenomena, In 
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some countries there is an .. Hem pi to \'cil these fads by a system of 
compulsory l'Ont illuarion school training, The obsolete conditions 
prc\failing in such schools, \\'hidl ill most C:lSCS only sen'(' to intell' 
sl fy the exploitation (by the ('xtellsion of working hours, by causing 
c:dra <'xpellsrs, etc.) c,111 for an energetic struggle for a number of 
measures towards their systematic and thorough re\,jsiol1. TIle fact, 
furthermore, that the young workers, performing the labor of 
adult workers, receive lower \\',lgCS ' than the l:ltier- w;1gc;; which 
hardly suiiiC<' to sustain life,-and still more, the miscrable wages 
oi the apprcnti('{'S and the discrimination (n the treatment of young 
as. against .1dult workers in the 1I1.1tier of unemployment benclits­
all these facls ueCl'SSilate the csiablishlll('tli of inullooiate and concrete 
demands 011 the wage system of juvenile labor, The long working 
llOurs which IIICllaC<' the physical and mental well-b<'ing of the young 
workers, the night work, the lack of recreation and holidays, lead 
the work ing class youth of all countries to sct up dclinite demands. 
The prt'SCnt hn.rjenic conditions un<kr which the you th is working 
are horrible; child labor is st ill being employc<i, The agricu]fural 
young workers are subjC'Ct to parficular exploitat ion. In spite of the­
nllying local conditions, the miserable situation of the working class 
youth is the same everywhere iii the capitalist world. From this 
fact arises the lICC<'SSity of setting up economic demands of an inter­
national dlilracier and of combining them into an illlullaliollal pro­
gram 0; tifm(JlItis, 

(3) The worl.ing class youth has previously had an iniemaiional 
ccollomic program, "Dc1l1.1nds for the Economic ProlC('tion of 
the Youlh", adopted a the first congress of the Young i:1femationai 
at Sfuffgarl, in 1907. Allhough the fundamental basis of this pro­
gram is still the properfy of the work ing class youth, it can no 
more bc considered as the basis of the economic stnlggle of the­
Y.c.1. and must be revised and amcnded. This program docs not 
gire attention to the alJ-important question of wages of the young 
workers, nor docs it demand the radical transformation of the 
system of education and vocational training, but contents 
itself with rclonnist ·demands for the improvement of the presenr 
system of apprcntiC<'-ship, Furthermore, the age limit for shorter 
work ing hours must be extended, and the problem of holidays, wh ich 
is omittC'd in the old program, must be dealt with. Above all, 
however, the Stuttgart minimum prognlln is a program oj 
dtnzollds lor re;orms fo be rarritd inlo practice within the bounds. 
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0/ UJpila/ist soddy by mtOflS 01 rt/ormisl wlllot/s, It lacks those 
dC'lIlenls which go l)fyomi III, limil 01 wpilolisl soddy 011(/ whirll 
Stfl'f 10 b(fuk it dowlI, (/11(1 w/Jjr/i (Un bl /lIlIy unliut! only "il(r 
1111 ov"lliroll' 0/ wpifnlism. Its avowed purpose is to " eliminatc 
the worst instances or exploitation which pre\'enl its victims evcn 
from pmlicipalion in the struggle against the present economic 
system ". The mililani program of the Young Communist Inter· 
nntiol1al, howe\'er, Wllllof rtsp,,1 flit txigmdts 0; Iht rapitalisl 
((Ollomi( syslltn liar bl fIlI"/}, a 1l/f(IfIS 10 ,liminal' flit worst in­
SlOl/ftS of flit fXpioilalion 0/ lilt working doss roullt. Ii must berofllf 
/11/ illslfllflll'lif lor Iltl rlimilwfiOfl 0/ uli ,xploilafion amI II/usl pro· 
daim tilt III/inUIt, oml /ttlldolllmlol aim 0/ file flOllomir st,ug~lt 0/ 
l ite yOllflg worktrs: tllf roil/pirie IrtJIIsjormol ion o/illt ronditions of 
j ill/milt. labor ,olld its sorialisl ((organizo lion . 

Therefore, the Young Communist International, the leader 01 
the class' conscious working class youth, has elaborated a new pro· 
gram oj ecOllomic dununds of the young workers which it herewith 
submits to the great m.'lS$ of Ihe oppressed ane! exploited young 
proletariat and to the enlire work ing class, 

The basis and aim of our program is the 
SOCIALIST REORGANIz"nION OF JUVENILE LABOR 
This means 
ABOLITION OF WAGE SLAVERY FOR ALL YOUNG 
WORKERS UP TO IS ~EARS, WHO MUST BE CARED 
FOR BY HIE STATE AND TREATED FROM AN 
EDUCATIONAL POINT OF VIEW UNTIL THEY 

HAVE ATTAINED THIS AGE. 
Ollr partial dlmoflds for all young workers of bolh sexes up to 

IS years (releniless opposition 10 all child labor is a matter of 
course) nrc the following: 

• •• • 
Minimulll wflgcs r:l.l1ging from the subsIstence muumum 

upwards. Equal \\\'1geS for equal work for )'OIUlg :md adult wor· 
kers 01 both sexes. Progressive gr.1ding of :lpprentice<;' wages 
during Ihe caUf$(': of apprenticeship, 

-If the six hour clay is established, Wages are to be paid 
, for eight hours. 

Wages of all ' YOtlllg workers to be deiennined by trade 
lillion agreemcnts. 

• .0 

• 
• 



. . .·11 Ih~ inclusioll of, and fu ll pay 
:;ix honr worklllg dJ) \\ I I C 

for contilluatioll school hours . 
. Forty.four hour wCl'k-<:nd resl. k for all young workers up 

Sirict prohibition of IlIght wor • 

to 20 years. . .k and the spl'eding up syslem. 
Prohibition of p,ece W.OI • 1 \""I("a lioll Free accollIodation 
Full)' pa id fO\ll·. w('('kS, ~ lInuaL n~' s:u;atoriulIls, etc. 

of young workers III r('Cnalt~II . ! 0p t~ 20 years being employed 
Prohihit ioll of young .",.or:cI:' 11

10 
Ih;ir health (glass works, 

. 1 .. ·nduslries LIlJunolls 1 . 1 ,n SlOpS allv I . . certain branches of the c lemlC'3 
underground work ill the JIlUles, 

industry, cIC.). til ' for younlY and adult workersj 
Equal ullcmploYJIlCIl .< 0 ("S. the ~subsiS lcnct minimum 

ullemployment dolC3 rangmg Irom 

upwards. . I 'ment oi the unemployed youth ei~her in 
Compu1s~r). emp r)OOls which guarantee cont inuat ion of 

sh~P~ orlolrralllll'cl tlg).O~I :r workers who have been compelled to 
tralllLIIg t;. 
in ternlpt thei r appren\l('('SllIP· . .. l OUr 

Rcg;uding tftlmira/ training lIf/d til, {{ppal/ lias/llp sysft'll 

(\('mands are as follows: f f all young 
• Compulsory free and complete trade e<\uca Ion or 

\\ o rkers up to IS years. cf I work and 
Techn ical training to be based on pra lea I 

re u!alcd according 10 the principles of the ~ork..shop sch~ ~ 
(f:ctories, etc.). The basis. lor this is t1~e estabhshment of spooa 
apprcntices' departments III the factones. f 
' Esi:lbl ishm('11t 01 common training shops for :l number 0 

home and pelly industries, in whiclL pa ri of tILe work ing hours 

;lfe to be spent. . . f the 
Abolitioll 01 indi\·i<Jual indentu res, and the ILlcltLSlon 0 
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apprcnt icts ill all collective agr<'Clllcnis. . . 
Abolition (If appn:nt iC'CS' sweating by sind n:-gu!ahons 

regarding tl ,(' right 10 (:~nplo)' appre~t!ces (ma:wlIuill ~u~: 
of apprentice:. m proporllon to a dchmte number of 'II. ark. i 
severe puni:.h llK'rlt for mistreatment ~n(1 fo r offences agalns 
wtJrli ng hours and proledi\,(' leg islation). 

I v. v )cars apprenti~h ipl including the probat ion pcri()(\ 
\~ lLkh is quite suffiril111 ill lonsitier:llioll the prc"Sent ca pitalist 
rILar:lcter of work . 

• 

-
Prohibition to OCCtlpy apprentices with work not belonging 

10 their trade. 
Prohibition of the "living in " system. 
~tr j ct supervision of apprcnlictSh ip by lite or~ans of Ihe 

woriang cla!s (trade unions, shop councils). 
. l~bor orgalliz.a~ions and their representatives to have a 

\'O!CC In ,Ihe SUIX'!"lSlon of the training shops and trade schools. 
I\pprcnhcts (pupIls) to clcd councils for the same purpose. 
for the establish ment of a mililani front with the adult lI'orlillJ: 

doss, the Y.C I. has formulated the following demands: 
Young workers 10 have full rights on all shop councils. 
Young workers 10 be accepted on equal terms into the tra<Jc 

IIlIiol1s, but 10 pay lower dues. 

(4) These demands of the Youug Communist International 
require of the c;:tpi t~ l ist system .1 complete change af the present 
wagt s}'sltm for the young workers. The determination of tbe wages 
of the young workers, as well as or the apprentices, must not be 
left to Ihe arbitrary decision of the rap3cious employer, but must 
be done by (olicdh·c (ontmtis of thc trade unions. Under no 
circ1lmstanct'S can we further tolerate that thc wages of the young 
workers not even suffice for their bare neCt'SSilies of life; the 
minimum of subsistence must constitute the basis for the minimum 
wage of Ole young workers. The disgraceful custom, fa tal to the 
enti re· proletarkll, of paying to young workers who do the work 
of adults, lower wages than to Ihe latter, thus causing continuous 
competition between young and adult workers. must tie aboliShtd. 
Equa l wages fo r equal work! The intensified exploilanon of the 
prolciari:1II gi rl must eraS('. The demand for equal wages for equal 
labor :l pplics 10 her as well :IS to Ihe )"OUII,!! male workers. The 
six hour day, once esi'ablishcd, must 1I0t bt of disadvantage for the 
you ng workersj they must receive wages for an eigh t hour day. 
As long as capitalist appren tireshir continues to exist as a fealure 
of juvenile "" agMlave'1', anti as loug as Ihe socialist reorganization 
of youth labor and thc f.1re for the ",elfOire of the young workers 
is not yet brought abou t, the ap['lrt"ntices must rtcejve increases in 
wages corresponding to the skill acqlli~, i. e. graded incre~ses 
in wag('S corresponding 10 the rcsprcl1ve wagf!'S of the skil~ 
workers. With regard to the prcstnt shameful wa.ge system, the 
fact must I>c tlK'ntionoo, IImt in lIIosl countries unemploytd ~'oUtlg 
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\\III~\'IS :md .lpprcuill'cs [ ~'(l'i \t', al l\{'St , l1Iurh lower unemployment 
dnk, than the :1(\u1l \\ !)1~l'I"'S, ;111(\ III most (';\S\.'S none at all. The 
\ i,mll}! \\or~l'r$ , howl'WI', lIlust lIot oll ly sl1Sla;11 life just as the 
adult \\olh'n; Illust, hul lhcy arl' ('\pooc(\ milch morc to Ihe dangers 
III IlU"I'!1' :llld oitCll lose Hit' !lo.."sihilily of lea rn ing a trade. From 
tht":'-I' l ,t~' I S ll'Suib the iml'rrah\l: IIlwssily for Ih~ clcmnn~" of Ihe 
\ f I for l~IU"1 IlnC l1lplll~ 1lll'1II (Ioks for )'o\llIg and adult workers 
,111(1 lor the (':'ola\l\ishlllcll i of Ir;l1 uing shops for the former. 

'hl' :>1.\ IWllr d,l\' for YOllll).! \\or\..(,l"s \\as also a demand of the 
:-;'!I1Ih:. ;\11 1'111:':1:1111 ;uHI, umkr lile prl'SSlI rc of Ihe young workers, 
nt'll \h" .Ult:I;':Oll1st lnkL1lOllioll.l ls of Vou tll h~ld to include this 
d\'m;lIIt1 111 l!t\'ir prngr:ml$. r.on$id('['ill~ till' critical and early 
~tilJ.:\' 01 dl'\dopllll'ut 01 the youth ,wi their need for menta l education 
<111(1 phY::>I\\ll IL,\\1I11Ij:! , no Olll' \\111 today deny the impera tive necessity 
01 Ihe 51'\ hour (\:1),. f urthermore, the prohibition of /l ight work for 
;'III y~ulhs ,liP io tillS 3J.!t' ;'111-1 of iheir elllplo), lI1l'nl ill sitops and in· 
duS-lrw$ lU)unOUS 10 Ih{,lI' hl'alth, is a !lmttl~r of course ror Ihe working 
da~ \\111<:11, dC\,s, nOI wanl its youth to he destroyed ill the bloom of 
Its ~.e;-trs \\ e s,in\(' lor" physically and 1II(,lI tally younger generatiOn; 
l'\{'IV ~Ollllg \\(\~\..cr II\usl IwC'ivC' suiliciC'lIt /zoiil!U),S .lIld good care 
durnH! thl ..... ·! hohtll\y~, ;t$ \\dl as su fiirit.'m wcrk·cnd rrsi. 

1 lit' \" (' I fnrlhcnHol"l', ;tdroraies a 1H1II1ber of demands for the 
1I'I1l~fonlli\.hou of Ihl' I'r{'S('lll (Jpprl'llliu::./Zip syslem .l1Id for tradt. 
td/lW11I)f/ /Or vII rOllI/II lI·ort·" "1 ' 1 ' I I' I d 11 . '.. / ~ , III 1 (api a lSI" ",s ",a C Ie ex· 
l}('n~I\'e prml(' 't' 01 'j r .. < 1 1 1 1 g • e\\. I Ills lom pulSOI"Y trade education is not 
o 1;'1\'(, I Ie \' l:trader 01 the present bou r '. " . d n' 

tl1lllatioll !;~ hools wi 11 . grols dpprenhcesll1p.1n co 
.. . . Ic rc 1(' pupIls ;Ire eX I 1 'I d ' d ' re31 

11 ,HnUI " 111 Iht'if Ir' 1, 1 ' 1 01 C .In receIVe no 
.. ..1 ~ 111\ th l'<:l' stl 1 ' I' I 

Ir;!1I11l1,i! tnsc<! 011 th ' I' ' 1 ' 100 S must provIde prac lea 
. • . I rmop cs of Ihe \\'o 'k I 'I I d . Iud· 
Ill ).!" ;llIc".:plollall(,n, ,\1thou"h Illi 1 SlOp S( 100 an exc 
Ihe rule of the \\or\..ill" d~ .~ Ul'III:1l1d can be realized only under 
today, I he hasis of this" cdu'~~I ' I lUust, ncvertheless. be raised C\'l'Il 
. ' l" Ion must be \I I" d In enl 111 ('\\'1')' mdustry. \\hidl is 10 he co Ie ;l ppr(,11 lees cpar 1 
By til(' aholition 01 illtli\illinl' ! mrlel('d hy Ihe workshop schools. 
hy the org:allizations ul II,: lIl\eutuL"CS ;md through s trict control 

. c \\or"l1I j:! c\ ' ., '-
wl('Stcd from the cont rOl (Ii ' ·1' ass, apprellt lccsil1 p must "'" 

l ,lPI ,II 'uld I 1 live 
:If!rL't'IHl:nls ?f the tradl' uUlons. Th " r.cg:l~ II e<l by the collee , 
.lpprenhc('SllI p, Ihe s\\ta ting- of . e t~ plol t a hon of jm'clI ile labor 1ft 
Ihe employer, must be ruthl l'S.SI;I~pr('flli ces , Ihe c\;lim of the rights of 

Ol1ght, and the apprentice who per' 
'2 

forllls the labor of a worker m t I 
worker, If, for pur scs us ,'3':C the sfatu~ ~ nd Ihe rights of a 
ill industria l en tcrprf'scs i so~n~~P~~:~lonl 1I.le tral?mg 01 apprentices 
or takes place in i ' u ? a Vtorker 10 the general shop 
c.l l1y changed ~ ece,,'oIork sqUiI?S, !IHS st,lte of affairs must be rad i· 

I ' . jX'CI,11 Clpprenilccs departments equipped with ;til 

~lIOC: ern cOIl"cn~ences for training must be established in .111 factories 
.md I11IlSt provide the principal part of education U d 'I I' 
these appre It' ' d ' n cr cal'l a 15111 
, . ' I I~es epartmtnls must be strictly cont rolled by the 

1\~olrklll1g class III order 10 prevent the numerous abuses by the ca pi, 
d IS S, 

. The small medieval ..... orkshop. whose hour of doom has struck. 
rd~lIlot t,>c t1~e sole ~Iace o,r modern tech nical education, for today the 
dud obJ~t IS I? l,ralll IIStlll1 worktrs lor indllstry. The establishment 
?f c~I1,cc il\'e traln ~ng shops for a number of home and pelty industries 
~ n \\ 11Ich apprentices devote pari (I f their lime to technical education 
~s a nec~lty, as long a,c; Ihe apprtnticeship srslem conlinu('S to exist 
I ~l . hmld!cra ft , The form of these depends upOn Ihe practical possibi · 
IIhes: el~he~ appr~ tic~' departments in great industria l en terpr~ 
or prachce 111 contlnuahon schools, Under the slo"'an of socialist reo 
organi7.alion of juvenile labor the Voung Conull~mist International 
demands the ed ucation of a\l young workers up 10 IS years, But this 
ex tcnsive.education whidl can onl)' be reali7.ed III a social ist society. 
has 1I0111lllg whatsocver to do with the technical training under a 
specia lized capilalist s)'stem, ,For C\'ery apprenticesh ip, lasting longtr 
than two ycars, capitalist greed it Ihe only motivc, Hencc, lite V.c. !." 
now ;IS before, demands of the capitalist system the old Sluttgart 
denmnd: A Iwo YColrs maximum for all apprent ices- which is loday ' 
l1Iorc justificd than cvcr since the division and specializa tion of labor 
h<ls ad ... .1Ilcro considerably in the course of the fifteen years since the 
Stuttgart congress, 

(5) Whot is lilt tssm(t 01 Ollr partiol dtmands ond tlltir rda­
tiOIl to ollr rt volutionary struggle? Above all they can be judged 
olily as port of lilt whole, of our entire militant activities, and of 
which they constitute all illseparablt port. ffmet, il lVe formulate a 
prOgrtllll. 01 par/iat dtmollds, lI'e do so wilh a l' jelV 10 Ollr ultimo!' 
goof: lilt proldorioll revolutioll 0"0'1 Ihe uJablisJlIntllt 01 a sociolist 
socie!}'. All Ollr prOI){1gaf1do olld all Ollr 1I'0r): i~ govtrnt~ by ~he 
knowltdge 't/tot (ppilolism is in(opob/~ 01 grolltmg a demitd 1m· 
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prOl'ffltfll' ill Ih, situatioll III tht 1'1'01,l£lri(l1,,(I1111 ill Ih, O/'/:lIl1izolioll 
(II jlll'flliI, Itlbor, 

Our piII'li.11 demillll.ls lire Ihose which Ihe workinu d'15S liHlsl 
forlllulilic to keep inlad tllc li fe and h(,';11I1I of its )'outh, who /IIu st Ix 
strcli/.:'thcncd both physica lly .lIlel mentally for the dtlss slruggle and 
lIIust he made valuilble assets of the proletilri,llI stale fllilt is 10 be, 
\'\; III:~n pf('p .. rin~ SUfh dem:lllds, the working class (.lIlnO! follow Ihe 
eXilmpl(' of the Social·DcmOl:r.1ts illld fonsider whether or nol such 
demands may be adjustcd to the inicfl'Sts of C4lpitalist economy, Only 
Ih, d,g"t 01 pallpaiwtiol1 whirh Ih, proldarial flIlI ",duff lind yd 
"lain its lightill!: qllolilit's, fOil rlt/mllillt' ollr lIcliollS, flol III( tutds 
flful lilt txil!ffuits 01 {api/olis/ sodd}', On the contrary- in the 
h'l1Ids of the communists Ihese pm!ial d(,lIwuds bIXollle a lel'a 01 
(I(lion \1 itl! \\ hirh to hrillg tlbout revolu tionary JIIOVClIlents and to 
undermine the powcr capitalism, This C.111 be accomplished all Ihe 
sooner since the minilllulIl dCIII.1nds for the workcrs' standard of living 
which were commonly :lc.:knowlcdgcd before the wa r, .1 rt today no 
IOIl ,!!t'r tX'i ll,l!' realized in the period of the dedinc of ('(l pil<llislll, :lll<l 
wi ll !e<ld to biller struggles betwccn the working dass (lnd capil<ll. 
While the Y,c. 1. is thus fighti ng for II dec isive improvcment in the 
economic situation of the working cI<lss )'outh, it subordill<ltes this 
struggle to the interests of the gener.11 revolution;uy struggle of Ihe 
"orking class, 

Till' Il'alizatinn of IIle lIIost 1I10<.1(:"t dellliUulf' r' lII tOO<.l), IJc 
Mhie\'cd on ly by bringing- inlo pIa)' IIle (((Jllomi(. fllld "vli/ifol pOlller 
0/ labor. i, e" by meoUlS of the rfl'olllliol/ary s'(II~~/t', 1\ clear re' 
cog-nition of this fac t, which finds its expression in th~ communist 
policy in p;lrliamcnts and municipal cO\l ndi~, dislinguisiles the «ono· 
mil !'tru).:/.:"Ie of the rOllllllullisl org.lniz .. t ion~ from the reformist 
rolll'Y of the Soci'II·Dcmol'ra ts who, driven by Ihe fea r of the necessity 
for a revolutionary st ru):gle, hm'e sacrificed thc most elemcntary and 
vital denwnds of the work ing class to the capitalist dictatorship ; who 
have carefully ref rai ned from ('<t iling' UpOIl the lIIa,"-"'es ,tI1d who discri · 
millate betwC'Cn "('(onomic" problems ;lIld politic.:;11 strugf!ies, This is 
.( \wy serious mist'lke \\hkh the soci;l! d(,1I1OtT:lles share \\ jlll the 
"pure" symlicalists, 

The more deterlnined the struggle ocxomt.'S which Ihe m,ISSCS 
l11<tke for their demands, the grea ter wi ll be the resistance of tapital, 
The determination to struggle will incre.lse in the lIIasses and they . , 

I"' 
I 
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, 

r 
I 

wi l,l I(',un to look with cOll fidellce upon the communist orgnniz.lfions 
wlnlc,OIl the other Iwnd, they wi ll have the pr.1ctical cxperiencc of the 
shallowness of the soci'll dcrnocmtic policy, The Commun ist Party 
or the Voung Communist League will fight on the side of the masses 
showin?, them by clear :llld culling criticism, the con nections betv .. ~ 
fhe V:lnous problclTls, the reasons for their successes and thei r defeats, 
:lnd the signifirtlllce of their struggle, To the degret in which strugg· 
les for parl i,ll demands mobilize evcr greater nl.1SSes of workers (tlnd 
it i,~ the task of the comlllunist organiza tions 10 u tmd, inlmsily and 
rombilu such struggles under concrete slogans) j to the degree in 
which, in this struggle, the needs of the proiet:lrian masses a're 
opposed to th~ needs of capitalist sodely- ill th.at dtgrtt will lilt' 
lI'orkinK duss rttlliu Ihol il if lI'ullls 10 lil't, (upifulis/ $iuilty milS! 
Ih'risir. This knowllrlgt is lilt basis 01 lilt dtlt'rminolion lor Iht' 
slrugglt jar lilt prolt/orion didotorship. 

Thus the struggle for the ('Conomc p.1rtial demands be(omes the • 
training school for the broad masses of the working cI:ISS youth wh ich 
:lfe still apathetic or muddled, 
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I~ESO L UTI 0 N 
on fhe 

PROGI~AM 

"\111 I hirli Cougrl'SS of Ih,-' Y.c. 1. r('sol\'('s: 
(1) '10 ;ulopt as ;L h;LSis Ih(' Il('W draU of the progr;llll 
proposl"tl by tile L.c. of Iile V,c.!. 

(2) To illslrurt the Hexi Bnre;m Session 10 dl\:idc upon the 
progr;111I in its dciinite ;lIld iil1:11 form. 

(3) To cmry on :1 thorough discussion regardi ng th e program 
in iilc U-a,!:!'llcs. 

(") To illslflld til l' I: C. 10 publish the Berlin Progr<llll :md 
lh~' L1I:lll for ti le new progf<lll1 in the more illlport:wl I;mgllages. 
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