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Reaction to bombings 
SDS groups around the country moved quickly in response to the resumption of 

bombing of North Vietnam. Demonst ra t ions were held around the country on 
Feb rua ry 1st, in much the same spontaneous manner that they took place one year 
and one day before, when 

tes t despi te the s ta tement 
of the police chief that 
th is cannot take place . 

North Vietnam was bombed 
for the f i r s t t i m e . 

In Syracuse , the new 
chapter staged a twelve-
pe r son demonst ra t ion that 
rece ived extensive radio 
and p r e s s cove rage . At 
Stanford the Commit tee for 
Peace in Vietnam cal led a 
s t r i k e - o n the f i r s t day 300 
s tudents and 6 p r o f e s s o r s 
walked out; a very l a rge 
noon ra l ly was held pointing 
toward a l a r g e r turnout for 
Tuesday. At Berkeley, SDS 
and the Vietnam Day Com­
mittee cal l a s t r ike for 
Monday, when c l a s s e s will 
r e s u m e . At Lake F o r e s t 
(III.), SDS will hold a p r o -

W e l f a r e v i c t o r y 

Recently EdDom t h i r t y -
five member s of Mothers 
for Adequate Welfare which 
i s associa ted with the 
ERAP project went to the 
c o m m i s s i o n e r ' s office to 
demand a survey to r a i s e 
the ADC rent allowance. 
The en t i r e meeting was 
covered by television and 
the p r e s s . Commiss ioner 
Lally, who h a s repeatedly 
refused to act on the r e ­
quest , agreed to hold the 
survey. Th i s i s the most 
impor tant concess ion the 
group h a s ever gotten from 
the Welfare Depar tment , 
and can lead to a r ea l 
i n c r e a s e in everyone* s 
ADC check. 

Other demons t ra t ions 
took place in Detroit , New 
York, Boston, Toronto , 
Oakland, and undoubtedly 
o ther p laces as well . 

Severa l ca l l s have been 
i s sued for nationally c o ­
ordinated action. One 
proposa l , from Staughton 
Lynd, for a national con­
vergence on Washington, 
has been supplanted by a 
cal l for international p r o ­
t e s t for th i s coming 
Saturday. On that day, the 
Veterans for Peace in Viet­
nam will go ahead with the i r 
plan to at tempt to give 
Pres iden t Johnson the 
medals and insignia that 
they have won in past w a r s . 
Women for Peace and the 
National C o o r d i n a t i n g 

Commit tee to End the War 
a r e joining that d e m o n s t r a ­
tion and cal l ing for local 
demons t ra t ions of support . 

As well , the Berkeley 
groups a re asking for 
national support for the i r 
student s t r ike . The theme 
of these s t r i k e s would be 
that a student can ' t continue 
h is normal life when the 
country i s at war . 

I n ' San F ranc i s co , a 
regional meeting held 
Saturday with vir tual ly no 
publicity a t t rac ted 65 
people: the group did not 

•succeed in reaching a g r e e ­
ment on the kind of Vietnam 
activity cal led for . The 
New York regional office 
r e p o r t s that it has informed 
SDS m e m b e r s in New York 
about plans for local 
demons t ra t ions the re that 
might involve civil d i s o ­
bedience . 

L a k e F o r e s t a n d T h e S t a t e 

Lake F o r e s t College SDS 
organized a pro tes t picket 
to occur outside the Se lec ­
tive Service Board of 
W a u k e g a n , I l l i n o i s. 
Waukegan Pol ice were in ­
formed by the chapter . 
Immediately thereaf ter the 
mayor of Waukegan in ­
formed them that they 
needed a parade pe rmi t ; 
and that they weren ' t going 
to get one for it was too 
dangerous to march and 

they were subject to a r r e s t 
if they did march; and that 
they were i r r e spons ib l e -
immatu re k ids . 

The police subsequently 
refused to grant the chap­
t e r ' s reques t for a p e r m i t . 
The chapter has c o n s e ­
quently delayed the march 
until g r e a t e r number s can 
be secured and they will 
then march with or without 
a pe rmi t . 

C o n v i c t i o n at A n n A r b o r 
29 of SDS' s i t - in defen­

dants in Ann Arbor were 
found guilty Friday, Jan . 28, 

•and spent the weekend in 
j a i l . Sentenced on Monday, 
they were r e l eased T u e s ­
day, after $14,000 in appeal 
bond had been posted. The 
defendants were fined $50 
plus $15 in CO s t s , and 
rece ived stiff ja i l sen­
t ences . 

The s tudents among the 
group were sentenced to 15 
days impr isonment , the 
teaching fellows rece ived 
18 days , and Tom Mayer , 
the sole faculty member in 
the group, was sentenced 
to 20 days . The reasoning 
behind this was that the 

o lder m e m b e r s 01 the group 
should have exe rc i sed 
some kind of r e s t r a i n t on 
the o t h e r s . ' 

On the night of the 29th, 
General Hershey r e ­
affirmed on radio that he 
felt the i r local draft boa rds 
" h a d done the best thing 
p o s s i b l e " in reclass i fying 
13 Of these defendants to 
1-A, 

The National Council of 
SES has proposed demon­
s t r a t i o n s and a petition of 
support for the Ann Arbor 
defendants. For fur ther in ­
formation contact the 
National Office o r VOICE, 
2435 Student Act ivi t ies 
Bldg., U. of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor . 

South r e a d i e s for protest 

The Southern Coordina­
ting Commit tee to End the 
War in Vietnam i s r e ­
ceiving daily r e p o r t s of 
p lans for demonst ra t ions 
against the War in Vietnam 
on Feb rua ry 12, and inqui­
r i e s about possible demon­
s t ra t ions from groups in 
the p r o c e s s of formation 
in the South. Among the 
c i t i e s definitely planning 
activity a r e New Or leans ; 
Tougaloo, Miss . ; Miami; 
Nashville; Atlanta; and 
Albany, Georgia . The 
Tougaloo demonst ra t ions 
will be s ta te -wide in p a r t i ­
cipation. 

Inquir ies from develop­
ing organiza t ions and plans 
for demons t ra t ions a re 
coming from Richmond, 

Virginia; Batan Rouge, La. ; 
Gainesvi l le , F lor ida ; Pine 
Bluff, Ark.; Savannah 
Bluff, Ark.; Savannah, 
Georgia; and Char lo t t e s ­
ville, Va. 

A check with the South-
e m Student Coordinating 
Commit tee indicated that 
they a r e stil l encouraging 
nor thern groups not to 
demons t r a t e on the date 
since the major purpose of 
the demonst ra t ions , to link 
in the eyes of the fmblic 
the Southern f reedom 
movement with the ant i ­
war movement, would be 
submerged if the inevitably 
l a r g e r demons t ra t ions in 
the North drew all of the 
publicity. 

(photo by Howie Epstein) 

R e g i o n a l confer ­

ences held 

M i c h i g a n 
On Feo . 5-6 a regional 

conference for all chap te r s 
in Michigan, Indiana, and 
Ohio was held in Ann Arbor . 
The major purpose of the 
conference was to d i s cus s 
developing a regional 
s t r u c t u r e . A repor t on the 
r e s u l t s of the conference 
will be forthcoming. 

New York 
60 m e m b e r s a t tendedthe 

f i rs t Upstate New York SDS 
regional meeting las t 
weekend a tHarpurCol le t je , 
including folks from Hai--
pur, Albany, Buffalq Bufi'alo 
State, and Syracuse . Paul 
Booth spoke at the meeting. 
A full r epo r t on the work­
shops and s t ruc tu re d i s ­
cussion i s not yet avai lable . 

N e w c h a p t e r s 

The mall b r ings news of 
new chap te r s at Cabi i i lo 
J r . Col lege inAptos ,Cal i f . , 
Trini ty College in Wash­
ington, D.C., Frankl in & 
Marsha l l College in Lan­
c a s t e r , P a . , and the Henry 
David Thoreau chapter of 
Dewitt Clihton High School 
in New York City. 

NAT L S E C R E T A R Y ' S REPORT 

The movemenf, the public, and the bombings 
by Pau l Booth , 

To many people in SDS it was no g rea t 
s u r p r i s e that the P re s iden t r e sumed 
bombing t h a North. Many had feared that 
the bombing would r e sume in January , 
accompanied by intensive mobilization at 
home, o ther ac t s of escala t ion, perhaps the 
bombing of the population c e n t e r s . To 
inany, the g r e a t e r s u r p r i s e was the mobil i ­
zation of powerful opposition to the 
resumpt ion of bombing in the Congress . 

The period of the bombing pause demon­
s t r a t e s the l imi t s that can be imposed on 
the foreign policy adventures of LBJ . 
However, I fear that it gives us l i t t le to 
base our hopes on. Several fac tors o p e r a ­
ting independently of our movement 
contr ibuted to s tal l the Administrat ion: 

1 P e r h a p s the most powerful de t e r r en t 
to the resumption was the a lmost 

un iversa l opposition of the white-gloved 
set . Almost alLof the 114 heads of s ta te 
and high diplomats consul tedby our roving 
a m b a s s a d o r s must have expressed thei r 
opposition to the bombing and to the war . 
Especia l ly behind closed door s , our war 
isn' t" ve ry popular . To the extent that the 
peace offensive was a grandstand 
manoeuvre , the fans at whom Lyndon w a s 
a iming were principally the l eade r s of 
al l ied and neut ra l nat ions. 

_ Another important de te r ren t that i s 2 playing a ro le is the objective diffi­
culty of fighting a land war in Asia. When 
a Genera l Gavin comes out against the 
war , he has logis t ics : the difficulty of 
building a supplying operat ion to South 
Vietnam, the formidable a d v e r s a r y -
a gue r r i l l a movement with twenty-five 
y e a r s exper ience and two v ic tor ies under 
i t s b e l t - m o r e than he i s thinking about 
the r igh t s of se l f -determinat ion and the 
h o r r o r s of napalm. These same r ea l i t i e s 
make for a caution in the White House. 

o A third factor to which the Amer ican 
peace movement only bare ly r e l a t e s 

i s the re luctance of o rd inary people in 
A m e r i c a to see their sons fight in Vie t ­
nam. Although the Left has t r i ed to 
organize that sent iment (it was to accom­
pl ish that that SDS t r ied to build ant i -draf t 
activity, and that the Yound Socialist 
All iance a rgues for the slogan " B r i n g the 
Boys H o m e " ) it hasn ' t succeeded, and the 
Amer ican popular hesi tat ion i s implici t , 
though powerfully so, in the s ta tements of 
pol i t ic ians , and in the back of the i r minds . 
But it i s with that in mind that Evere t t 
Dirksen has backed away from h i s hard 
l ine, and s t a r t s talking about the boys 
coming home in coffins. 

All these r e s t r a i n t s played an important 
ro le in the lull , but the war machine today 
i s grinding on, much a s before. The one 

contribution that might have been made by 
the peace fo rces at home did not get 
a c r o s s . We all knew that the peace offen­
sive would only be r ea l if it removed i t s 
condit ions about the National Liberat ion 
Fron t , It sti l l s e e m s to be the case that 
if the U.a d i rec ted i t s offensive at the 
N L F , and recognized their power and 
demands a s springing in l a rge member 
from people in that country, the war could 
be ended. But we failed to p ie rce through 
the smokesc reen that LBJ c rea ted . 

The Adminis t ra t ion unders tands the 
impor tance of th is question. Rusk himself 
said Fr iday that "Many people outside 
think that peace will b reak out instantly 
if the Viet Cong is recognized. Th i s i s a 
complicated question that i s direct ly 
re la ted to what the fighting i s all about ." 

Indeed. Everything that Ca r l Oglesby 
said about A m e r i c a ' s attitude toward r e v o ­
lution i s symbolized in the unwill ingness 
to to lera te NLF represen ta t ives a s nego­
tiating e l emen t s , a s p a r t n e r s i n a c o a l l t i o n 
government , a s a polit ical force in South 
Vietnam. 

Meanwhile, the peace movement h a s 
concentra ted i t s fire (what l i t t le of it we 
have) on the mora l impl icat ions of 
bombing. This has been par t i cu la r ly t rue 
of the growing movements among clergy 
and divinity s tudents . 

A significant s e rv ice couldbe performed 
by SDS people in the coming weeks if they 

prevai led upon faculty and c le r ica l groups 
to focus attention on the poli t ical question 
of negotiating with the Viet Cong, Organ­
izing joint demons t ra t ions around thai 
theme would be one way of accomplishing 
t h a t - m o r e c rea t ive approaches can be 
thought of locally. 

We can be candid that our i n t e r e s : in 
ra i s ing that pa r t i cu la r question i s only 
par t ly that it al lows the movement '̂ o 
opera te poli t ically in a situation in which 
most people in the country have been 
provided no evidence undermining the 
Admin is t ra t ion ' s pro tes ta t ions of s i n c e r ­
ity. In addition we seek to r a i se the 
polit ical quest ions of Vietnam: what a re 
the conditions of life the re that have moved 
people to r e b e l l i o n - w h a t a re the changes 
in i h a t country that should occur , which 
A m e r i c a and i t s henchman r e g i m e s the re 
a r e prevent ing? 

I feel that we should respond to th is 
turn of events a s an occasion that offers 
cons iderable opportunity to build a move­
ment a s descr ibed at the National Council 
meet ing. 

Viei -Nam p r o g r a m must be chosen that 
b roadens the base of part icipation and 
involvement. We should concentrate on 
those groups we rega rd a s essent ia l to 
social change in Amer ica ; they a re the 
co l leges , t r ade unions, community o rgan­
izat ions , churches , and a few o t h e r s . We 
must broaden the base instead of escala t ing 
the t ac t i c s and mi l i tance . 
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letters on the ant i -war movement , c o n s c r i p t i o n , p o r t i c i p a t o r y d e m o c r a c y , 

a t - t a r g e c h a p t e r s , a n d mental hospita ls 

on p e a c e poUfics 

CHICAGO, I L U 
Due to a pre-occupat ion 

with quest ions of s t r uc tu r e 
( f ea tu r i i ^ a 7-hour debate 
on the democra t ic election 
of the edi tor ia l board of the 
Bulletin—which won't even 
be writ ing edi tor ia l s ) , the 
N.C. was stymied and didn't 
reach the discussion of 
p o l i t i c a l pe r spec t ives 
which I hoped the following 
proposal would have helped 
s t imulate and focus. In any 
c a s e , I submit it to you 
through the mechanism of 
this wonderful new publ ica­
tion with the hope that the 
d iscuss ion will s t a r t to take 

. p lace . 
E l ec to ra l poli t ics 1966 
and adult organizing 

The confluence of sev ­
e r a l t r ends makes it 
important for SDS to make 
the p r i m a r y direct ion of i t s 
action p rogram for the next 
months engagement In 
e lec to ra l campaigns . 
F i r s t SDS h a s grown in 
i t s local base to the point 
where i t s active m e m b e r -
^ i p and potential m e m b e r ­
ship in many locations can 
provide important force to 
such efforts . In a number 
of c i t ies a t - Ia rge chap te r s 
based p r imar i l y on non-
students have begun to gain 
s t rength, and for them 
there i s no more na tura l 
a r ena for ac t iv ism than 
e lec tora l pol i t ics (for the 
student the campus Is that 
a rena) . The re i s a very 
large "yound adul t" con­
stituency which i s looking 
for a way to be involved in 
SDS but to which we have 
offered no p rog ram. 
Second In our activity 
aimed at organizing against 
the war in Vietnam, the 
universa l exper ience has 
been that for the bulk of 
Amer icans , Vietnam does 
not fit into a r ea lm of 
exper ience which 1 s 
immedia te and therefore 
r e q u i r e s of them a more 
than p a s s i i ^ cons idera t ion . 
F o r most people, apo l i t i ca l 
campaign i s an occasion 
in which the re i s a g r e a t e r 
expectation of the need to 

, make judgements about 
foreign policy i s s u e s . 

"Third SDS unders tands the 
necess i ty of making poll- , 

t ical connections between 
i s s u e s , which we unde r ­
stand intellectually, felt 
poli t ically: an e lec tora l 
campaign i s an occasion 
for mul t i - i s sueorgan iz ing . 
Among thousands of the 
young people who have been 
moved into act ivism r e ­
cently the re i s a sense that 
the p rob lems a re more f a r -
reaching than the i r s ing le -
i s sue pro tes t activity 
would suggest . These 
young people a r e looking 
for a sens ib le form of 
action in which a genera l 
disaffection and opposition 
to the direct ion of the 
society can be brought to 
b e a r . 
Fourth Those l i be ra l s 
whom L B J has been unable 
to e i the r coax o r bully into 
h i s Grea t Consensus a re 
b e i i ^ cut off politically, and 
a r e searching for a l l i e s . 
These include both l ibe ra l s 
who a r e deeply moved by 
the Vietnam i s s u e , and 
l ibe ra l s who have been 
involved in re form and 
other insurgent movements 
in local pol i t ics against 
mains tays of the Johnson 
coalit ion such a s Mayor 
Daley of Chicago. In a lmost 
every ca se they a r e open 
to more radica l polit ical 
approaches than before . 

" P e a c e p o l i t i c s " 
The most l ikely cou r se 

of action for Vietnam ac t i ­
v i s t s to take is that of the 
t radi t ional peace c a m ­
paign: heavy emphas i s on 
the need to end the war , and 

.an attempt to use the forum 
of a campaign to c a r r y on 
the educational job on the 
war . Th i s will be unfortu­
nate if it i s the dominant 
type of pol i t ics en te red 
into, for: ( D t t f a i l s t o b u i l d 
anyUxing permanent , a l ­
though the war i s a s y m p ­
tom of deeper fac ts of 
A m e r i c a n life which 
r equ i re a more rad ica l and 
b roade r cr i t ique and move­
ment to change, (2) It will 
have no effect on the war , 
because such candidates 
tend to get very few votes , 
and the Pres iden t will be 
much more host i le to an t i ­
war candidates than 
Kennedy was to the peace 

candidates of 1962, who 
fared poorly neve r the l e s s . 
(3) It will pa s s up the oppor ­
tunity to reach out for a l l ies 
around domest ic concerns , 
a l l ies despera te ly needed 
in th i s coming period of 
heightened Cold War anxie ­
t i e s at home. 
How should r ad i ca l s 
approach the '66 e lec t ions? 

The b a s i s of our involve­
ment should be the under ­
standing that the re i s no 
organized left in th i s 
country, and that our job i s 
to br ing that into being in 
o r d e r to have the power to 
influence the course of 
pol i t ics . These e lec to ra l 
campaigns should be seen 
a s a stage in the develop­
ment of local insurgenc ies 
in many c a s e s , the 
initiating s tage . The i m ­
portant work i s organizing 
work, but th i s should not be 
seen nar rowly . The e l e c ­
t ions afford the opportunity 
to: (1) build precinct 
organiza t ions to canvass 
and campaign and to c a r r y 
over past the election, 
hopefully contributing to 
the growth of neighborhood 
unions; (2) expose to the 
public the r e s u l t s of our 
ana lys i s of i s s u e s and 
inst i tut ions , taking advan­
tage of the attention on the 
candidacy to c a r r y out 
polit ical education; and 
(3) building var ious c a m ­
paign com mit tees based 
among different p r o f e s ­
s ions and walks of life 
with the Intention of 
sustaining these groups 
around p r o g r a m s relat ing 
to the radical concerns of 
the profess ion. 

I bel ieve that i t is 
poss ib le to achieve these 
ends e i ther through Demo­
c r a t i c p r i m a r y insurgen­
c i e s , o r independent 
candidacies , and that the 
choice of e lec tora l form 
is much l e s s significant 
a question than those ra i sed 
in the t h r ee points above. 
F u r t h e r m o r e , i t should be 
influenced by an unde r ­
standing of the loca l i ty ' s 
recent polit ical h is tory; the 
o ther p r inc ip les should 
apply universa l ly . 

Paul Booth 

O N MENTAL HOSPITALS 

Mr. Wittman, 
( l e t t e r i s in reference to 

Car l Wit tman 's a r t i c le in 
the SDS Bulletin, " I n a 
Psychia t r ic W a r d " - e d . 
n o t e ) . . . I was a patient in 
two psychiatr ic hospi ta ls , 
one pr ivate and one s ta te . 
I lived through many of the 
episodes you descr ibed and 
many more people don't 
talk about. T* m now on the 
o ther side of the keys . P m 
a student nur se at a h o s ­
pi ta l . Of cou r se , I didn't 
tel l the school where I had 
spent the las t year ; you 
know how quickly I would 
be asked to leave if they 
found out. 

The point of my le t te r i s : 
what did you do and what 
a r e you doing to help John, 
B . . . , the young Jewish g i r l 
and many, many o the r s like 
them? I think you fail to 
rea l i ze the impact just one 
insightful person can make 
on a patient. In a despa i r 
filled a tmosphere a person 
such as you could instil l 

the hope and de terminat ion 
neces sa ry to one who must 
constantly fight to maintain 
h is individuality and human 
dignity along with h is 
sanity. 

You suggest an o rgan iza ­
tion of fo r me r patient s. 
Don't you rea l ize that once 
you've been in a mental 
hospital you ' re labeled a 
" n u t " fo reve r? I d o u b t t h e 
genera l public would pay 
any attention to a "bunch of 
l oon ies" trying to improve 
conditions on a ' 'funny 
f a r m " . 

The solutions you sug ­
gest , such a s more staff, 
more money, questioning 
authori ty, e tc . a re well and 
good, but I feel the bes t 
r e s u l t s will come from 
individual dedication on the 
par t of those who contact 
the pat ients most often. 
One understanding a t ten­
dant can do more good than 
a whole staff of doc to r s . 

When I graduate I hope 
to go into psychia t r ic 
nurs ing. When I have the 

needle in my hand I ' l l know 
how it feels to be so doped 
up you can ' t stand up 
s t ra igh t . When 1 have the 
authori ty t o o r d e r r e s t r a i n t 
I ' l l know how it feels to be 
t ied down for h o u r s on end. 
When iP s up to me to decide 
whether a patient should be 
placed in seclusion I ' l l 
know how it feels to be 
locked in a room. And when 
these s i tuat ions a r i s e I ' ll 
a lso r e m e m b e r how he lp ­
l e s s I felt against the 
" h i g h e r au tho r i t i e s " and 
the many nights I fought, 
fought like hell , to maintain 
my sanity in a place that 
was supposed to " h e l p me 
get b e t t e r " . 

By no means do I think 
that I and o the r s who have 
gone through s i m i l a r e x ­
pe r i ences alone have the 
ability and understanding 
neces sa ry for psychia t r ic 
work. But I do think that 
I ' l l be a much be t t e r nu r se 
because of my e x p e r i ­
ences . . . . 

S t r a t e g y 

BERKELEY, CALIF. 
Dear Paul (Booth) and Lee 
(Webb), 

Your paper on the Anit-
War Movement, ( " T h e 
Anti-War Movement: from 
Pro t e s t to Radical P o l i ­
t i c s , " ed.) during the 
National C o o r d i n a t i n g 
Commit tee (NOG) conven­
tion in Washington, was 
deeply dis turbing. Not that 
I d i sagreed with much of 
analys is : on the con t ra ry , 
I agree that we must urge 
Viet -Nam ac t iv i s t s to 
build a mul t i - i s sue move­
ment for the changes in 
Amer ica upon which any 
rea l c h a i s e in the unde r ­
developed world depends, 
(and vice ve r sa? ) 

My complaint i s that your 
paper—and SDS in gen­
e r a l—does not talk to most 
of these peace ac t iv i s t s 
where they a r e at. M o r e ­
over , I bel ieve that th is 
lack of communicat ion 
s t ems direct ly from a 
consis tent underes t imat ion 
of the impor tance of the 
Ant i -war Movement, with 
i t s single i s sue commit tee 
and (yes) i t s d e m o n s t r a ­
t ions, to the creat ion of 
a permanent polit ical force 
in Amer i ca . 

You a re corec t in 
stat ing that the peace 
movement i s sma l l , pol i t i ­
cally isolated, vulnerable, 
and defeat is t . But the re 
i s s t i l l more movement 
around the war than around 
any other i s sue of polit ical 
significance. Cer ta inly I 
would not hera ld th is 
mostly midd le -c l a s s and 
academic (s ic) peace 
ac t iv i sm a s the agency of 
social c h a i ^ prophesied 
at Por t Huron so very long 
ago. Nonetheless , i s t he r e 
comparab le movement — 
let alone potential for 
social cha i s e—among the 
poor, the ghetto dwel ler , 
the southern Negro, or even 
the s t u d e n t s o n i s s u e s o t h e r 
than the w a r ? And, can 
we rea l ly build ape rmanen t 
rad ica l movement without 
making Amer ican i m p e r ­
ia l i sm a maior concern? 

If we a re to be radica l 
o r g a n i z e r s , we cannot say 
to peace ac t iv i s t s , " Y o u ' r e 
wast ing your t ime , build 
SDS c h a p t e r s . " We must 
meet them at the point of 
the i r conce rn—"the u t t e r 
depravi ty of the w a r " — 
help them to a r t i cu la te and 
demons t ra te that concern , 
and then a s p a r t n e r s in 
thei r p ro tes t urge them to 
d iscover in the i r e x p e r i ­
e n c e s , the i r f rus t ra t ions , 
the defeat of their a s s u m p ­
t ions, the t ru ths with which 
your paper a s s a i l s them. 

Now, how can we do that 
without ou r se lves getting 
sucked up in the numbers 
game of demons t ra t ions , 
without encouraging false 
notions and false expec ta-
t ions , without drawing\_ 

r e s o u r c e s and energy away 
from the other cons t i ­
tuencies we a re organizing? 
While my own exper ience 
with the Berkeley VDC 
cautions p e s s i m i s m (and 
modesty), let me offer a 
few tentat ive suggest ions . 

The re will be major 
demons t ra t ions on March 
24-25, Most of us don't 
need to demons t ra te the 
increas ing impotence of 
inc reas ing number s . We 
should not, however, down­
grade the impor tance which 
r i tua l s play in helping 
people demons t ra te the i r 
commitment . (What could 
have been more r i tua l i s t ic 
than the SDS presence at 
the mis s i l e c r i s i s demon­
s t ra t ions ?) Our task 
should be to in tegra te into 
those marvelously anony­
mous m a s s mobilizations 
an opportunity for f a c e - t o -
face smal l group activity. 
Th i s p e r m i t s people to be 
people r a t h e r than cat t le 
(said the old cowboy), and 
can provide radical self-
education. 

F o r example , a s e r i e s 
of smal l concurrent r a l l i e s 
in poor neighborhoods, 
m iddle -c l a s s shopping 
c e n t e r s , smal l towns and 
col leges would allow smal l 
groups of ac t iv is t s to l ea rn 
about those fea tures of the 
polit ical and cul tura l 
p r o c e s s which your paper 
highlights . (How about a 
smal l s i t - i n at the toy 
shop?) These forays would 
be especia l ly significant if 
the exper iences we re 
evaluated and [niblicized. 
Or , the morning of the 
demonst ra t ion delegations 
could visi t var ious f igures 
in the local power s t r u c ­
tu re , talking with them both 
about the war and the 
demonst ra t ion , and r e ­
questing that they wr i te a 
l e t t e r to the Pres iden t 
about the visi t ( r ega rd l e s s 
of the i r views on the war . ) 
We could then evaluate our 
conversa t ions and at tempt 
to find the Ideological and 
s t ruc tu ra l b a s e s under ­
lying them. 

Community work and ( a s 
you s u r e s t ) peace poli t ics 
also enable people to l ea rn 
very quickly why i s s u e s 
must be re la ted . But even 
more than in d e m o n s t r a ­
t ions these ac t iv i t ies 
encourage imposs ib le e x ­
pectat ions and consequent 
dis i l lus ionment . L e t ' s talk 
more about s t ruc tu ra l and 
p rogramat i c ways to main­
tain a sense of r e a l i s m 
and exper imenta t ion . (If 
Marcuse would only hur ry 
up and find that agency!) 

Then the re i s (yawn) 
rad ica l education within the 
movement. I t ' s only our 
most important task , but 
nei ther your pear ly p a r a ­
graphs o r mine s eem to 
have made that impera t ive 
r ea l even to ou r se lves . At 
Berkeley , demonstra t ion 
fatigue (What can you do 
with 15,000 people, a r m 
them?) h a s led to some 

on conscr ipts 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
. . . I (have) introduced 

amendments to the p r o ­
posed Vietnam mi l i ta ry 
a s s i s t ance authorizat ion 
b i l l . The amendments 
would prohibit the sending 
of draf tees to Southeast 
Asia without Congress ional 
approval . Of cou r se , if any 
draftee wishes to volunteer, 
th i s amendment would not 
af^ly to him. 

When these amendments 
a r e called up In the Senate 
at the t ime the au thor iza­
tion bil l i s considered, I 
hope that it will provoke 
the widest poss ib le debate 
on our en t i r e Vietnam 
p o l i c y . . . . 

E r n e s t Gruening, 
U.S. Senate 

E d i t o r ' s note: The above 
le t te r from Sen. Gruening 
was received with h is 
speech proposing the 
amendment. This amend­
ment has provided a 

receptivi ty for freedom 
school type s e m i n a r s in 
which act iv is ts could work 
back from thei r e x p e r i ­
ences and reading to the 
development of some 
coherent view of the i r role 
in h i s to ry . C a r l ' s Wash­
ington a d d r e s s also offers 
a broad vis ta of r e s e a r c h 
and conference ppss ib i l i -
t i e s , but we stil l lack that 
d ramat i c package. 

So—could we pull off the 
imposs ib le , r ea l t each- ins , 
engaging rea l in te l lec tuals 
in a confrontation of 
American real i ty (which 
includes but extends way 
beyond the war) . F o r 
b r e v i t y ' s sake , I won't plan 
the agenda he re , but the 
topics should be self-
evident. (We might se t 
a s our task disproving most 
of the facile compar i sons 
between Saigon, Wjdts, and 
S e I m a . . . o h . . . and 
Aushwitz.) It could be a 
r ea l flop. 

On the other hand, it 
could be the cen te rp iece 
for a challenge to the 
intel lectual community to 
engage with us in an ongoing 
Renaissance of re levance . 
We would need the help of 
major f igures in poverty 
and civi l r i gh t s , our guys 
and t h e i r s . Equally i m p o r ­
tant , we would need a 
format that allowed both a 
confrontation of the gen­
e ra t ions and a r ea l engage­
ment of and dialogue 
between that group usually 
known a s spec ta to r s . The 
biggest hurdle would be 
the need to develop a sense 
of urgency and d r a m a , but 
the coming escala t ion of 
the w a r plus the help of 
the en ter ta inment and 
intel lectual industry might 
put the show in the road . 
If people salute (when we 
run the idea up the f lag­
pole), we should probably 
a im at putting on a f i r s t 
such " L e a m - i n " and then 
provide a Chautauqua of 
radica l in te l lec tuals to play 
the c i r cu i t . 

Whatever p r o g r a m s and 
publications we develop, we 
must t ry h a r d e r to r e l a t e 
to the peace ac t iv i s t s as 
a const i tuency. That 
means , in pa r t , a re la t ion­
ship with NCC, which will 
become a national o rgan i ­
zation despi te the decen-
t r a l l s t , c o o r d i n a t i n g 
rhe to r i c passed in Wash­
ington. (I will even go so 
far a s to predic t that the 
very defense against YSA 
domination will be the 
vehicle for accepting YSA 
s t ra tegy , and eventually, 
thei r outlook that the 
domest ic movement ' s 
mere ly an appendage of 
revolut ions abroad.) More 
impor tan t , it means that 
we work with, not at, peace 
ac t iv i s t s , and that we 
develop p r o g r a m s which 
combine Viet -Nam with 
o ther radica l conce rns . 
L e t ' s not be left s e c t a r i a n s . 

Pacem in tuchus, 
Steve Welssman 

possible lever for p r o ­
voking debate on Vietnam 
policy in the Senate . It 
might be helpful if you 
wrote your individual s e n ­
a t o r s urging support for the 
Gruening amendments 
(Amendments nos . 481, 
482, and 483 to Senate Bi l ls 
2791, 2792, and 2793). But 
if you do act , act now 
because t ime i s of the 
e s s e n c e . Copies of the 
speech a r e available f rom 
the national office o r Sen. 
Grusning 's office. 
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NAC MINUTES 
submitted by Judy Kiss inger 

• NAC m e m b e r s present : Ha r r i e t Stul-
man, Joyce Bennett, Judy Kiss inger , and 
Steve Goldsmith. 
• Discussion of " C e n t r a l Pr in t ing 
Office" par t of the Jeff Shero-Don Olson 

" proposal for SDS print ing. (This proposal 
called for doing a major par t of the 
organiza t ion ' s printing of l i t e r a tu re at 
Lawrence , Kansas , where the best p r e s s 
accessab le i s located. The Kansas people 
reques ted a monthly allowance to keep up 
rent of a house for the print ing equipment. 
The labor i s to be volunteer .) Voted to 
pay the $150/month es t imated n e c e s s a r y to 
br ing it,off. 
• Review of previous and new money 
r e q u e s t s . Voted $100 each to Nor th ­
west and Texas reg ions provided Booth 
r ece ives from them information on how 
the money i s to be spent. If he has doubts, 
h e ' s to br ing them to the next NAC meeting. 
He ' s also to make it c l ea r to both Texas 
and the Northwest reg ions that th is money 
comes out of the $4000 N.O. operat ing 
money. 
• Voted to send Scott Pi tman the $150 
for hisfund r a i s i n g t r i p t h r o u ^ C a l i f o r n i a . 
• Voted to give Bob Speck $31 needed 
for dental work. 
• Voted $300 for a 1/2 page ad in the 
New York Review of Books. 
• C u r r e n t deposi ts for reqt , e lec t r ic i ty , 
e t c . will be applied to future deposi t s on 
staff m e m b e r ' s apa r tmen t s . 
• Since t he r e i s no photo project now, 
the faci l i t ies .of the dark room a r e ava i l ­
able for use by staff m e m b e r s . 

Steve Goldsmith proposed that a file of 

a r t i c l e s by SDS people be maintained. Also 
an index of p r e s s coverage . He was 
mandated to seek people to do th i s . 

It was revealed that the Univers i ty of 
I l l inois h a s offered to p r e s e r v e SDS 
r e c o r d s for pos ter i ty . No immedia te 
decision was foreseen on th i s ma t t e r , 

Steve Goldsmith r e i t e ra t ed his concern 
about the membersh ip dues (cost of news­
l e t t e r / m e m b e r s h i p , e tc . ) To be d iscussed 
further at next meeting. / 

Jeff Segal was mandated to mimeograph 
regula t ions on use of N.O. faci l i t ies by 
local chap te r s and the Chicago region and 
make them known to a l l . 

Clark Kiss inger s tated that he can 
probably not r ema in on staff much longer . 
He was ins t ructed to p repa re an outline 
of the functions he has per formed and to 
make an appeal through New Left Notes 
for people to work in these a r e a s . 

Genera l d iscuss ion of NicNac mai l ings . 
(These go to NAC m e m b e r s and a t - l a r g e 
m e m b e r s of the National Council. They 
a re usually wri t ten by the National S e c r e ­
t a ry , Paul Booth.) T h e r e was genera l 
feeling that Paul should r e s t r a i n himself 
from " e d i t o r i a l i z i n g " . Some comment s 
could more appropr ia te ly have gone in 
persona l l e t t e r s or the weekly newsle t te r 
to all the m e m b e r s . L e t t e r s repr in ted 
should be edited for coherency. 

Discussion of New Left Notes , No 
fundamental c r i t i c i sm of second i s sue . 
Most people liked it . Suggested that i t 
should contain more goss ip . J im Russe l l 
i s to decide who will rece ive f ree copies 
of the newsle t t e r . We will continue the $5 
subscr ipt ion offer for nonmembers . 

Southern Calif. 
chapter reports 

at - lo rge chapte r s 
WASHINGTON, D.C. — 

In thinking about the 
p rob l ems of a t - l a r g e chap­
t e r s - h a v i n g had per iphera l 
connections with them in 
NYC and here in D C - I drew 
up tiie following. 

One of the main functions 
of an a t - l a r g e chapter 
might be t e r m e d ' s o c i a l ' o r 
'mora le -bu i ld ing ' . Indivi­
dual m e m b e r s , not in 
col lege (if in col lege, the i r 
main focus should be 
organizing on thei r c a m ­
puses) , spending much of 
the t ime a t a j o b o r a t h o m G , 
need a sense of being 
connected to l ike-minded 
people. At the s a m e t ime , 
exigencies of t ime and city 
geography make the deve l ­
opment of a chap te r - run 
communi ty-act ion project 
ve ry unlikely; thus an a t -
l a rge chapter should not 
see organizing a s i t s main 
function. This does not 
ru le out the important ro le 
which an a t - l a rge chapter 
can play a s a t r ansmis s ion 
belt for information on such 
ac t ions a s the g r ape s t r ike 
and the Washington bus 
boycott. Nor does it mean 
that where the opportunity 

y e x i s t s , m e m b e r s of the a t -
l a rge chapter should not 
take par t in community 

I action p ro jec t s in the i r 
communi t ies . Nor does it 
ru le out the possibi l i ty of 
chapter people being act ive 
in developing college chap­
t e r s where poss ib le . It 
does mean that i t i s not 
only u s e l e s s but d i scour ­
aging to the chapter 
m e m b e r s for the a t - l a r g e 
chapter to see itself EIS the 
nucleus of a community 
act ion p r o j e c t - o r , indeed, 
of an organizing effort of 
any kind. The chapter has 
more important functions 
to fulfill. 

One such i s educational: 
having s e m i n a r s on p a r t i ­
c u l a r i s sues be a pr inciple 
par t of the c h a p t e r ' s work. 
Thus the Intel lectual aspect 
of the " m o r a l e - b o o s t i n g " 
n e e d - t h a t i s , the need to 
d i s c u s s i s s u e s of common 
in t e re s t with fellow r a d i ­
cals—can be rea l ized , I 
know s e m i n a r s s o u n d o r d i -
na ry , perhaps even d u l l -
but t h a f s not because the 
idea is ipso facto wrong 
but because they a r e so 
often run poorly and fail 
to reflect the i n t e r e s t s of 
the par t i c ipan ts . 

A second i s " s o c i a l " in 
_ t h e usual sense . Every -

t h r ee weeks o r so the chap­
t e r should follow i t s 
r egu la r meeting with a 
par ty . Needless to say, a 
par ty need not be fr ivolous; 
much se r ious d iscuss ion 
can take place in informal 
se t t ings , especia l ly If the 
r egu la r meet ings t h e m ­
se lves a r e s t imulat ing. 
Bes ides , re laxing I s agood 
idea . 

A thi rd activity which an 
a t - l a r g e chapter can e n ­
gage in Involves an a r e a 
which, a s far a s i know, 
h a s only been talked about 
in SDS for the past few 
y e a r s and very litUe if any­
thing done about i t . Th i s i s 
the question of how pro fes ­
sional (or middle c l a s s ) 
people can be r ad i ca l s in 
the context of the i r 
o rd ina ry l ives . I would 
suggest that the a t - l a r g e 
chapter devote a number of 
i t s meet ings to the follow­
ing p rocedure : A member 
of the chapter (pe rhaps two 
in a given meeting) would 
d i scuss in cons iderab le and 
specific detai l h is or he r 
work si tuation, with an eye 
toward how he o r she can 
" o p e r a t e r ad i ca l ly" in that 
context . Other m e m b e r s of 
the c h ^ e r would help him 
o r he r b r a i n s t o r m about 

by Mike Davis 
The following i s a repor t 

on chap te r s in theSouthern 
California a r e a and thei r 
re la t ive s t rength and ac t i ­
v i t ies . 
• PASADENA SDS chap­
t e r is one s e m e s t e r old, 
h a s approximately thir ty 
m e m b e r s , and i s only 
vigorous group on P a s a ­
dena City College campus 
o r in Pasadena a s a whole. 
SDS has been fighting ail 
year to gain official r ecog­
nition, but las t week the 
ASB turned down thei r 
appeal , so the ACLU i s p r e ­
par ing a brief to submit to 
the State Board of Educa­
tion. Under the S ta t e ' s 
p re sen t educational code it 
looks as if SDS will u l t i ­
mately win. The fight for 
recognition and the con­
sequent free speech i s sues 
have been catalyt ic on 
campus all year—ad hoc 
r a l l i e s have a t t racted 
seve ra l hundred students 
at a t ime . Pasadena SDS 
h a s also done some work 
around local high schools 
and i s p lann i i^ a teach- in 
for ea r ly Feb rua ry with 
Harvey Wheeler , Mary 
Cla rke , e t c . 
• UCLA SDS At i t s f i rs t , 
r e la t ive u n p u b l i c i z e d 
meeting the SDS chapter 
a t t rac ted fifty people, at the 
las t meeting which was well 
var ious aspec ts of the 
situation descr ibed . This 
would not only help the 
pa r t i cu l a r member in h is 
pa r t i cu la r si tuation, but 
would lead to a discussion 
of " m i d d l e c l a s s o r g a n ­
i z ing" on a very concre te 
level , from which hopefully 
some genera l izable p r inc i ­
p les and ideas would come. 
Assumedly each member of 
the chapter would be helped 
by each discuss ion, even 
though h is pa r t i cu la r s i tua ­
tion w a s n ' t b e i n g d i s c u s s e ^ 

; because people would come 
to think of the "how to be a 
r a d i c a l " problem in a more 
concre te f ramework than 
h a s been t rue in the pas t . 
I suspect that people have 
t h o u ^ t about th is problem 
only in a p r e t t y diffuse way, 

"and the kind of specific 
examination 1 suggest 
would help d i r ec t and 
c ry St alii ze individual s* 
thinking. 

Don McKelvey 
- p a r t i c i p a t o r y 

d e m o c r a c y 
CHICAGO, ILL. - I t h i n k 

it would be most helpful— 
foT SDS m e m b e r s a s well 
a s the movement general ly 
—if you defined the t e r m 
"par t i c ipa tory democracy* 
m m r e specifically. P e r ­
haps you have done so 
somewhere that I am not 
acquainted with; it would 
be useful, nonetheless , if 
you could give answer s to 
the following quest ions: 

1 I a s sume you use the 
t e rm not only to ind i ­

ca te a des i r ed re la t ionship 
within a polit ical o r s e m i -
polit ical group, but ^ s o 
a s the major c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
of the type of society which 
you a sp i r e to build. If so, 
in what way does p a r t i c i ­
patory democracy differ 
from the Titoist concept 
of " s e l f - m a n a g e m e n f ? ' I 
am not r e fe r r ing , inciden­
tal ly, to se l f -management 
in p rac t i ce , but in theory . 

M I s par t ic ipatory d e m o -
^ c r a c y c o m p ^ i b l e with 

the concept of a s ta te and 
s ta te power, o r does i t s 
fulfillment come only with 
the "wi the r ing away of the 
s t a t e ? " Q In what way does 

par t ic ipa tory d e m o ­
c r a c y differ from the 
abs t r ac t concept (not a s 
prac t iced , but a s v i sua l ­
ized) of " d e m o c r a t i c 
c e n t r a l i s m ? " In o ther 
words , after a person has 
fully par t ic ipated in making 
a decision for action, does 
he^ o r does he not have 
the obligation to c a r r y out 
that decision, even if he 
may have exp re s sed h im­
self against i t ? 

M In what way does p a r t i -
^ cipatory democracy 

differ from a n a r c h i s m ? Do 
m e m b e r s of an o rgan iza ­
tion o r c i t i zens of a society 
have any obligatory dut ies , 
or only those which they 
feel they want to per form 
out of love for the i r a s s o ­
c i a t e s ? If you do not bel ieve 

in e i ther anarchism o r 
democra t ic c en t r a l i sm , 
how far along the line do 
you go with each? And 
what do you reject of e a c h ? 

5 How legi t imate Is the 
idea of a " c a u c u s " under 
par t ic ipatory democracy? 
Do people of s imi la r bent 
have a r ight to caucus so 
a s to devise-common s t r a ­
tegy, and if they do so 
a r e n ' t they guilty of 
manipulation? How much 
manipulation i s p e r m i s ­
s ible? 

6 How legi t imate i s the 
idea of a t empora ry o r 

permanent " f a c t i o n ? " 
_ What l imi t s a re t he r e 
' on membersh ip " p a r ­

t ic ipat ion?" Put differently, 
i s the average m e m b e r ' s 
par t ic ipat ion confined to 
sett ing policy; and if not, 
does he have the right to 
inject himself in a jmin i s -
t ra t ive decis ions (e .g . , 
buying postage s t amps , 
assigning someone to a TV 
program sending out a 
l e t t e r for funds)—and how 
f a r ? Stated stil l another 

way—since you evidently 
do bel ieve in a ce r t a in 
amount of cen t r a l i sm, such 
OS an office, a national 
pres ident and s e c r e t a r y , 
spokesmen, e t c . , what a r e 
the l imi t s of centra l izat ion 
v i s - a - v i s par t ic ipat ion? 

Q Par t ic ipat ion in an 
»» es tabl ished o rgan iza ­

tion i s relat ively easy to 
define, but how do you 
define, but how do you 
guarantee par t ic ipa tory 
democracy in anew o rgan i ­
zation? The in i t i a to rs of 
a new organizat ion a r e 
obviously self-appointed. 
At what point a rc they to 
be cons idered a s acting on 
the mandate of a cons t i ­
tuency? How i s that 
mandate achieved? 

I do not offer these 
questions by way of c r i t i ­
c i sm, because I have been 
an advocate of " P a r t i c i p a ­
t i v e " democracy for a long 
t i m e . But I do think that 
faulty notions about p a r t i ­
c ipatory democracy do 
inhibit much-needed action. 

Sidney Lens 

publicized only a dozen 
people at tended. The a i l ­
ments of the chapter a r e 
hard to point to and a re 
bound up in the mala ise at 
UCLA in gene ra l . Never ­
the le s s , SDS was the f i r s t 
group to begin work on the 
Delano s t r i ke , has had a 
CO counsel ing p r o g r a m , 
and i s planning to hold a 
l a rge campus meeting of 
all 1-A's next month. A 
VDC commit tee is active 
on campus , has turned 
capi ta l i s t ic in i t s concern 
with l i t . s a l e s , runs on 
rigid pa r l i amenta ry r u l e s , 
and tu rns most people off. 
Rad ica l s / ac t i v i s t s abound, 
but §eem to have no where 
to turn to; VDC plans bigger 
and be t te r t each - ins , SDS 
flounders, and DuBois 
hove r s in the ideological 
ou te r space . Optimistically, 
the chapter i s beginning to 
show signs of new viability 
and if SDS could ever get 
together and c a r r y out a 
p rogram, it might s t i r up 
the en t i r e campus . 
• CAL. STATE AT LOS 
ANGELES SDS Very good 
c h ^ t e r and key group on 
campus . Has sponsored 
r a l l i e s , meet ings , Delano 
a c t i v i t y , spontaneous 
t e ach - in s , e t c . 
• U. OF CALIF. , SANTA 
BARBARA SES Grea t 
bunch of kids from fo rmer 
campus student r i g h t s -
peace group. Haven' t hea rd 
from them lately, but the i r 
s ize i s l a rge . Not sure if 
they have official s ta tus yet 
e i the r , but th is could be one 
of our bes t c h a p t e r s . 
• U. OF CALIF, at 
IRVING SDS F i r s t meeting 
th i s w e e k - l o o k s good. 
Chapter should become 
official in a few weeks , 
• SANTA ANA IN EXILE 
SDS An at tempt to form 
an SDS chapter las t s e m e s ­
t e r met with t h r ea t s of 
expulsion, a r r e s t anddraf t , 
e rgo chapter i s now off 
campus . Has probably a 
dozen m e m b e r s and i s 
cu r ren t ly working with the 
Orange county peace 
g roups , but hopes to have 
p r o g r a m s of i t s own. 
• SAN DIEGO STATE 
SDS Very s t rong chap te r . 
Along with extensive Vie t -
nam activity, a h i ^ school 

action project (HSAP) h a s 
been s ta r ted with a mass 
leafleting of one High 
School and th ree s u b s e ­
quent meetings, the l a rges t 
of which has an attendance 
of about 40-50 high school 
s tudents and numerous 
t e a c h e r s . 26 s tudents and 
t e a c h e r s have signed up to 
meet with s tudents and 
o the r s from high schools 
in the future. 

• HARBOR JR. COL­
LEGE Independent studept 
group affiliated with SDS 
and a lso with YSA (!). 
• CLAREMONT COL­
LEGE Not formal chapter , 
just some ad hoc SDS kids , 
but good change of o r g a n ­
izing one this s e m e s t e r . 

• VALLEY SDS Nobody 
knows whaf s happing out 
in the San Fernando Valley. 
Had a good peace demon­
s t ra t ion , however. Chance 
of organizing at Valley 
State College in connection 
with peace candidacy. 
• U of CALIF. a tRIVER-SIDE SDS Chapter t r i ed to prevent the city council from allowing North n i p Corp . to build test si te for Vietnam type new weapons. 
One of the f i r s t efforts in 
his tory of S. Calif, to r a i s e 
concern against the 
moral i ty and economies of 
the defense industry . 
• U. of S. CALIF. SDS 
Official on campus , but 
existent only in platonic 
s e n s e . However, it. looks 
a s if SPU/SDS group may 
e m e r g e from recen t Vie t ­
nam activity, 
• L.A.-AT-LARGE SDS 
Yet unformed, but have 
near ly th i r ty possible 
m e m b e r s . Surv ivors of 
Commit tee to End the War, 
working kid^ old soc ia l i s t ^ 
e t c , who want to join SDS 
plus group of guys from 
Watts. 
• HIGH SCHOOLS Have 
five national m e m b e r s at 
Pa l i s ades High alone and 
many more informal m e m ­
b e r s all over the ci ty. Kids 
a r e active in independent 
high school chapter or join 
a t - l a r g e chapter . 
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4 sds NEW LEFT NOTES 

Notes on the pathology of the N . C . 
by Todd Gitlin 

I might have thought that my feelings toward the 
December N.C. were s t r ic t ly persona l had not a lmost 
every person I talked t o - w h i l e the meeting was going 
on, and a f t e r w a r d - a g r e e d that it was a d i s a s t e r . What 
I heard about we re different symptoms, but all agreed 
that the re was a d i sease loose. Afterward, some SDS 
p e o p l e - m o s t l y in the National Office—seemed pleased 
that some d e c i ^ o n s had been made, but that delight 
s t r i k e s me a s the sor t of satisfaction a slave might feel 
after a day in the fields—it was hell, but thank God i f s 
over , and look how many ba les I picked, after all . 

Because feelings ranging from discomfort to boredom 
to d i s tas te to nausea to u t ter reject ion seemed a lmost 
un iversa l among those who were t h e r e , T decided to 
c i rcu la te some rough notes on the nabure of the ma la i se . 
I do this with grea t t repidat ion. Toes will be t romped 
on, inevitably (I do not exclude my own); and maybe the 
vrong ones . The cl inical de ta i l s could be d iscussed 
more abs t rac t ly , but then maybe we wouldn't recognize 
them; and bes ides , what would be the po in t? -Whom would 
we be kidding, bes ides o u r s e l v e s ? 

Or we could say that the d i s t emper w a s caused by that 
s e r i e s of upsett ing and violent ep isodes g o i i ^ on the 
c o r r i d o r s outside; that we had bad luck and in " n o r m a l " 
condit ions we could do be t t e r . But th is would be self-
delusion in the grand manner . The las t N.C. was in the 
pat tern of the four o r five that preceded it: a grea t deal 
worse , but not essent ia l ly o r qualitatively different, (Not 
to mention that those episodes themse lves we re not 
f reakish, but in themse lves symptomatic of our col lect ive 
failure to grapple with the fact of being racebound and 
classboimd.) 

Or , at another , more seduct ive, level of b l indness , 
we could say that N .C . ' s a r e simply neces sa ry ev i l s , 
bea r ing par t i cu la r ized g e r m s that we can local ize and 
keep from contaminating the r e s t of our organizat ional 
life. But to say th i s i s to forget that an N.C. the most 
regu la r gathering of people who a r e in some sense the 
backbone of the organizat ion, i s bound to concent ra te , to 
intensify, ce r ta in shared incapaci t ies , though it may a lso 
genera te p rob lems imique to the occasion. 

These notes pre tend to be nothing more than that: 
no tes , i m p r e s s i o n s , educated gues ses , maybe even d e s ­
pe ra t e s tabs at the t ru th . The i r purpose , again, i s not 
to cast blame o r to enunciate definitive answer s , but to 
provoke some shared thinking, and thus to get some 
changes in the way we c a r r y on our t e r r ib ly del icate and 
a lmost unbearably important work. Many of our t roubles 
lie deep, and for them I have no proposa l s , modest or 
immodest , beyond a plea for self- and mutual -
consc iousness . For o ther symptoms I think the re a r e 
fairly s t ra ight - forward r e fo rms , some of which I ' l l t ry 
to suggest, 

I shouldn't have to add that th is Is wri t ten (of necess i ty) 
in a spi r i t of hope and anold-fashionedbel ief that we a re 
responsible people, a s rat ional a s th is society can allow, 
and a s capable as anyone of taking our interwoven futures 
in our own hands . We had be t t e r b e . 

1 

Symptoms 
A dear th of ideological and s t ra teg ic content to 
debates , where it would be appropr ia te . The shal low­

n e s s of debate Is par t icu lar ly evident when p r o g r a m s a r e 
on the floor (Viet-Nam, freedom draft, campaign against 
domest ic budget cuts , e tc . ) . People a r e impatient to 
formulate p r o g r a m s that m e m b e r s c a n work on, and r e s i s t 
grappling with deeper , p r i o r i s s u e s , among which a re 
these : 

- T o what extent does and should the movement exis t 
for i t s own sake? That i s , to what extent i s the main­
tenance and multiplication of the movement itself in tegral 
to the achievement of social change? 

—Who's " i n the movement . " who 's outs ide? 

- W h a t i s an "o rgan iz ing i s s u e " ? Why should we 
choose to organize around i s s u e s c rea t ed by government 
ac t ions? What do we gain by that approach, what do we 
lo se? 

- W h a t s t ra tegy for what c h a n g e - i n people, in ins t i tu­
t ions , in a t t i t u d e s - i s implici t in any proposed p rog ram: 
and what place does that change have (in t e r m s of 
impor tance and t iming) in our overa l l schema of change? 

When i s sues of th i s sor t a r e slighted (and it does 
l i t t le good to e r e c t e labora te ra t iona les on the spur of 
the moment, for they a r e often j e r ry -bu i l t ) , we get 
superficial d i scuss ion . Trivial i ty begets t r iv ia l i ty . It 
is as if the re we re a Law of Increas ing Tr iv ia l i ty , up 
to a point of which, usual ly, someone makes a despe ra t e , 
too- la te at tempt at salvage. Or e l s e , breakdown. 

— An over-preoccupat ion with Ideological content where 4 it Is" NOT appropr ia te ; o r mis-identif icat ion of the 
deeper Issue involved. Discussions of national s t ruc tu re 
and the National Office, and one segment of the debate 
on the Radical Education Pro jec t , a re p r ime Ins tances 
of our propensi ty for miscons t ru ing the na ture of an 
i s s u e . Slogans and symbols replace analys is and hard 
thinking. For example: 

" D e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n . " But which functions a r e proper ly 
national , and which ones a r e not? The ones that a re 
proper ly national a r e then the province of a national 
s t ruc tu re (like the extended NAC), with the National 
Office lubricat ing that s t r u c t u r e . The ones that a r e 
proper ly regional a r e then located regionally; e tc . 
(We might ask the same questions when we talk about 
polit ical goals .) 

" D e m o c r a c y in the Office." But i s it egot ism o r , 
r a the r , a responsibi l i ty of each of us to each other , 
that should guide a staff m e m b e r ? 

"Reg iona l i za t ion . " I 'm for it; so i s everybody. 
But a functional region i s one that actually s e r v e s and 
i s accountable to i t s const i tuents . It i s not the same a s 
the vested in te res t of a regional office. 

" B u r e a u c r a c y . " Does that include the keeping up of 
mailing l i s t s ? a billing sys tem? the exis tence of a 
National Sec re t a ry? Or does it re fer , ins tead, to (a) a 
style that t r e a t s m e m b e r s a s objects , and (b )a s t ruc tu re 
that p rec ludes substantive part ic ipat ion f rom, and accoun­
tabil i ty to, all c o m e r s of the organizat ion? (Again, the 
s a m e question appl ies to our social theory.) 

"Po l i t i c a ] C o n t r o l . " There was a long, t r iv ia l debate 
about the accountability of the edi tor ia l board in Al 
H a b e r ' s proposed Radical Education Pro jec t , Severa l 
de lega tes cast the t s sue a s one of "pol i t i ca l con t ro l "— 
who would guard the guardians of our minds? As if the 
danger was one of brainwashing; a s if, in fact, the danger 
was more urgent than shaping a project in one mold o r 
another . It was thetype of education proposed that should 
have been at i s sue , not the purported r i s k s . We were so 
concerned to avoid that we evaded the purpose we wanted 
to make poss ib le . 

"No L e a d e r s . " T h e i s s u e - i t s o m e t i m e s s e e m s n o t h i n g 
m o r e than a mystique but it i s s t i l l a l i v e i s s u e - w a s 
bur ied in the "po l i t i ca l con t ro l " debate, a s in many 
o t h e r s , each t ime with g r e a t e r o r l e s s e r degrees of 
impl ic i tness . When it sur faces , it usually a r i s e s as an 
over-preoccupat ion with democra t ic fo rms ("abol i sh the 
National S e c r e t a r y " ) r a the r than a s e r i o u s , hard , 
agonizing, honest talk about e l i t i sm, exper ience , c o m ­
petence, decis ion-making, personal s ty les , e t c . 

E l i t i sm i s and should be a mat te r of cen t r a l concern . 
But it cuts so c lose to so many exposed ne rves that both 
e l i t e s and non-e l i tes c i rcumvent the paralys ing substance 
of the. i s s u e , cas t ing it instead a s a game , an in- joke, 
a pure ly formal i s sue of t i t les and offices, o r an under ­
ground cycle of resen tment and coun te r - r e sen tmen t . No 
wonder that it e r u p t s , periodical ly, in a manner often 
dehumanizing of both pro tes ted and p ro tes tan t s . (As in 
the assaul t by some of the West Coas t people during the 
December conference.) These erupt ions do have value 
in forcing the i s s u e , but much be t te r if we could talk 
about it l e s s tensely, with more t ime , and not too la te . 

Only if the i s sue i s joined openly will it cease contamin­
ating our del ibera t ions . 

(The f i r s t day of the December conference, by the way, 
was Intended to draw both " o l d " and " n e w " people into 
ref lect ions based on the ways each of us came into SDS. 
Unfortunately most people came la te , and the workshops 
were too big.) 

Q Speechmaking. This i s the p remium style . If you can 
make a good speech, you ' re in; o t h e r w i s e , y o u ' r e o u t . 

That i s a s ta tement of the deplorable rea l i ty : SOS's 
s ta tus sys tem. 

The fact i s that s ta tus i s not a metaphysical force by a 
ranking assigned by very definite p e o p l e - u s u a l l y cal led 
the e l i t e . The el i te a r e often (by no means always) able to 
make coherent speeches that bea r on previous speeches 
and so c a r r y the discussion toward resolut ion, or at 
leas t c lar i f icat ion. This ability i s ass igned s ta tus , f i r s t 
by the e l i t e , then by o t h e r s , a l l ac t ingout s tandard social 
va lues . The non-el i te feel forced to compete for that 
s ta tus , so they make speeches too; usually, but not a lways, 
l e s s coherent but who not ices the i r content? We only 
l is ten to the e l i t e ' s speeches , although s o m e t i m e s w e open 
the mental ga tes and admit an ord inary morta l to the 
cha rmed c i r c l e ; for if we l is ten to h im he must be e l i te , 
iyid when we assign him el i te s ta tus we will keep l is tening. 
Many of us who e i ther c a n ' t o r w o n ' t h a z a r d such speeches 
then feel infer ior , s ince we a r e reduced to employing the 
SDS s ta tus sca le (which in turn Is a condensation of 
Amer ican poli t ical values) a s a m e a s u r e of contr ibut ion. 
To make it worse , those of us who feel p r e s sed to make 
speeches frequently take the t ime of the body to make 
quite marginal dis t inct ions between Our Pos i t ions and 
The Other Pos i t ions . We a r e just that p rop r i e t a ry , a s 
if our copyrights depended on p r i s t ine uniqueness . All 
in a l l , even the bes t speechmaking tends to c a r r y worse 
speechmaking in i t s wake—thus very l i t t le c o m e s out of 
the bes t . 

It i s hard to say what would resul t even if all the 
speechmaking were c l ea r and br i l l ian t . Would it con t r i ­
bute to a p rob lem-reso lv ing at t i tude? I doubt i t - t h e 
style i s so easi ly corrupt ib le ; i f s so natura l to decide to 
make a speech simply for the sake of making it; the 
d iscuss ion so eas i ly ge ts boring and wasteful (though th i s 
happens in t r iv ia l d i scuss ions also); the approved " i d e o l o ­
g i c a l " (in quotation m a r k s , because the language of a 
s ta tement does not make it ideological) language i s 
unwieldy and unaccustomed. 

But these damagingconsequencesof speechmaking have 
to do l e s s with the length of speeches than with the i r 
form and the attitude that produced them. Thei r form: 
a s sweeping a s poss ib le . The att i tude: a single speech 
will reso lve the mat te r , so each s t ruggles to be definitive 
(which i s not at all the same a sb lng sha rp and c l ea r , and 
helpful). 

At t h e r o o t o f t h i s , I t h i n k , i s u n b r i d l e d ego-involvement . 
Our egos become tied to our words , our p roposa l s . We 
would sooner make speeches before the whole body than 
consult pr ivately (preferably beforehand) with the other 
speaker to i ron out what m i ^ t be a t r l v i a l difference, o r 
to clarify something left unc lea r . Wewould sooner throw 
in two cen t s now than think something through for a few 
minutes and then be ge rmane (that i s , p roblem-solv ing 
o r problem-clar i fy ing) . We would sooner couch an 
observat ion a s Grand Theory than a s a s imple o b s e r v a ­
tion. We would sooner use comfortably inexact jargon 
( "cons t i tuency , " " u n d e m o c r a t i c , " " o r g a n i z e " ) than the 
h a r d e r language of prec is ion and exper ience . We would 
sooner split h a i r s than solve p rob lems . So the speech-
m a k e r s get heated and ego-inflated; some l i s t e n e r s 
emula te , most grow r e s t l e s s and f rus t ra ted ; we all get 
bogged down in Incomprehensibi l i ty . 

No panaceas for th is one. Only this one notion: The 
ski l l of drawing Inferences from exper ience i s t r a n s f e r ­
able if done gently and without a i r s of r ancor o r 
r epe t i t iousness . 
(to be continued in the next issiie with points 4 , 5, and 6 
of the symptoms and some ' 'modes t p r o p o s a l s " ) 

Another December conference v i e w by Guy Loftman 
The December Conference was called 

not to make decis ions but to gather a 
consensus from the SDS peasan t ry . F r o m 
this point of view the Conference was a 
flop, due largely to an unrea l i s t ic agenda. 

The Chicago Kernel who se t the agenda 
natural ly aimed it at p rob lems the National 
Office faces every day, Unfortxmately, 
these p rob lems have nothing to do with the 
p rob lems that local h i re l ings face. 

The p r o g r a m was set up to hash out 
things like coali t ions, exclus ionism, o r ­
ganizational growth, the specifics of 
ideologj' , e t c . 

In Bloomington the problem of coalit ion 
means finding s o m e o n e - a n y o n e - t o c o a ­
l e sce with in opposing the war , finding 
s o m e o n e - a n y o n e - w h o gives adamnabou t 
42 million poor Amer icans (let alone a 
billion or so s tarving Asians , Africans, 
and Latin Amer icans ) . 

Local p rob lems at Antioch a r e different 
from ou r s ; the re they a r e t rying to find 
a way to affect people outside thei r a l ready 
radica l ized community. 

Berkeley has other p rob lems , mainly 
center ing on the difficulties of m a s s 
mobilization and re la t ing to o ther radica l 
g roups . 

The point i s this : each chapter has 

pecul iar difficulties and none of these a re 
the difficulties of the National Office. 
Consequently, the re wasn ' t much point in 
our d iscuss ing Movement coal i t ions with 
l i b e r a l s , the Miss iss ippi F reedom Demo­
c ra t i c P a r t y ' s shafting at Atlantic City, 
o r How Specific Should Ideology Be. 

After everyone figured out that the 
agenda didn't fit the facts some good 
workshops got underway to make the 
Conference relevant to the h in ter lands . 
"How does a radica l work in a cor rup t 
soc i e ty?" seemed important to us because 
we all face th is problem every day in 
Bloomington. 

But if the conference was a flop from 
one point of view, it was successful from 
another: It pointed out some SDS weak­
n e s s e s and r a i s ed some s tar t l ing 
q u e s t i o n s - h o w can we set national policy 
on i s sues that don't affect us at a l l ? I s 
par t ic ipatory democracy a valid approach 
to national organizat ion? Should the 
national office evade policy ent i re ly and 
simply s e r v e a s an educational and 
advisory group? Should regional offices 
concern themse lves ent i re ly with local 
p rob lems? Do we need any national 
organizat ion? If so, what i s i t ' s purpose? 
If not, what i s SDS? 
( repr in ted from the Indiana Universi ty 
SDS Newsle t ter ) 
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