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A SOCIALIST
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Farmer Bebel Comes Home With Three Million German Votes-—Capitalist
Politicians Badly Crawded. ~From “‘Der” Wahre Jacob.”

" NO COMPROMISE IN GERMANY.

This year's national congress of the German Social Democratic party,
which opened at Dresden, in the “Red Kingdom™ of Saxony, on Sept. 13, has
again most emphatically refuted the oft-repeated statements of the capilal-
ist press that the party in Germany has abaudoned its former strict revolu-
tionary position and become merely a party of radical reform. The “‘revis-
fonists” have, indeed, made a great noise in the world. In their ranks were
to be found a nuinber of prolific and ingenious writers, some of whom did
not scruple to use the columns of the anti-Socialist papers to criticise the
party and have often made use of offensive personalities and inuendo in
their attacks on Bebel and other party leaders. The reactiomary press, more-
over, has, of course, seen its opportunity and has sought both to foster dis-
sengion in the party and to create false ideas aboyt it among outsiders by

_Etving attention to the activity of the “revisionists” far beyond whn their
real importance deserved. 4

In the good German fashion, the p‘rty has allowed the most extreme
measure of liberty of discussion both in party meetings and in the press.
The “revigionists” have had every chance to convince the rank and file that
the “orthodox” ideas of SBocialism are out of date and must be abandoned.
How little their efforts have ‘availed in all the four years of their active
campalgn has been shown by the votes of the delegates at the Dresden Con-
gress. Under the circumstances, the overwhelming majorluu by which the
“revisionists” have been rebuked and by which it has been decided to adberg
to the old policy of “No compromise” is a most emphatic tuumony to the
correctness of Marxian principles and tactics when tested by long experi-

"ence and free discussion. i

Two decisive votes were taken. On Wednesday, Sept. 16, a resolution
was passed in regard to the use of the capitalist press. It is not clear from
‘the dispatches whether this resolution bars persons holding edito posi-

- tlons on bourgeois papers from party membership and, if so, just where the
line is drawn, or whether it forbids party members to use the bourgeois
press to criticise the declarations of principle and tactics of the party. We
shall have to wait a week for the text, but it™is clear that the resolution
was considered a test question against the “revisionists,” to several of whose
leaders it would apply in either of these forms. It was adopted by.a vote
of 307 to 24.

On Sunday, Sept. 19, a second resolution was adopted on the motion of
Bebel, Singer, and Kautsky. It definitely declared against any modifica-
tion of the proleiarian tactics of the party—as advocated by the “revision-
ists"~~or any reconciilation with any fraction of the bourgeols parties; and,
as a definite application of the proletarian policy so reafirmed it declared
that the party refuses to sanction any recognition of bourgeois conven-
tionalities such as presentation at court as a condition of the election of one
of its members to a vice-presidency of the Reichstag. This resolution, an
unqualified repudiation of the whole “revisionist” tendency represented by
Bernstein, von Vollmar, Braun, Gohre, and others of whom we have heard
#0 much as the new leaders of thé new and “good” species of Socialism, was
adopted by a vote of 288 to 11. ;

Holds to Working-Class

Basis. i
In & word, ntmyumamumomaocmmucmm

reaffirmed, more emphatically than ever before, the proletarian character
af the movement, its foundation on the class struggle between wage-workers
and capitalists, its dependence upon working-class interest, working-class
instinet, and working-class intelligence and organization, and its absolute
rejection of all coall with other parties and refusal to modify its state.
ment of principles-or to relax its discipline for the purpose of attracting

support from any other class. It welcomes all men, of whatever clase, who |

support its principles and comply with its discipline; but it relies upon the

it they expect to be regarded as leaders of the working class—"friends of
Labor”~—so much the worse for their ambition; the working class will
out its own path and sdvance without their aid. i i

mumummmm-shuw

non'r YOU WANT GOOD GOVERN-
uln‘rr

A local polmchn rushed into my
room and shouted:

“Burgess, 1- want you to vote the
Democratic ticket!"

“Why?" I asked.

“Because,” he replied, “the Repub-
licans of this town are corrupt as
h—1 and will. steal everything in
sight.”

“Well,” said I, “it makes no differ-
ence to me if they do.”

“What!” sald he, in astonishment;
“don’'t you want good government,
economical government, pure govern-
ment?”

“Come,” I said, and I led the way to
an eminence near by where we had a
view of the entire city, and then I
pointed out to him the evidences of
wealth there before us and sald: “L
own not one cent of this vast wealth,
few of my class own any. Now why
should we care which set of thieves
possesses this wealth ™

My friend was sllent for_seyeral
minutes and then said;

, %I never thought of this before,
but I shall study this phase of the
subject V

Recently this man bou;ht Marx's*
“Capital,” and if he masters this-he
will know that the wage worker as a
class is not interested in taxation,

A NEW DEFINITION.
Editor Socialist: i

Enclosed find 25 cents in stamps,
for which please advance my date on
subscription from No. 179, to which it
is mow palid.

In looking over the many excellent
definitions of Socislism, it has struck
me as singular that so few emphasize
the necessity, or advisability of
“dividing up,” on labor as well as on
pro&ucu. Perhaps they are not so
lazy as I am, but to me the fact that I
must work unfil too tired to enjoy
recreation, while the human parpsites
who roll in wealth take their ease on
the products of my labor, makes me
“howling mad.” I sometimes feel that
I could be content on even less then [
now possess, if only the Rockefellers,
the Vanderbiits and others of their
clags could be 'made to work as hard
as we have to in order to support
them in idieness and luxury. Some
opponents of Soclalism are so afrald
of-having to divide up with the poor
tramp who is too lazy to work, but I
tell them it costs us far .ess to give &
“hand out” to & tramp than it does to
give a yacht to a Vanderbilt or a Bap-|
tist ~hurch to a Rockefeller. But the
poor idiots can't see that we give
those things, Strange! When will
the awakening come? Yours for more
light, 3

ELSIE COLE WILCOX,

pure goveinment, economical govern-
ment, nor in just government as un-

system,
To vote for either of the old parties

enslavement:

derstood by .capitalists. We are only |
interested in abolishing the wage

is to give our sanction to our ovng

WHAT 18 SOCIALISM?

E Socialism is an equitable division of
{ the labor of the world, followed by an
jequally Jjust distribution of the pro-
ducts of such labor.

‘ ELSIE COLE WILCOX.

VIVE THE WORKERS,

Patient workers, world sustaining,
Up and act or cease complaining.
Know you not the few are reaping
A3l the wealth while you are sleeping.

With power to take all earth can give,
Why will you refuse to live?

Must we still from earliest breath,
Until our eyes are closed in death,
Live the slaves' ignoble life,

With all its grinding toil and strife.

With power to take all earth can give,
Shall we not live as men should live?

On varied issues we're dividing,

And so the master class is riding

On our backs with haughty frown,
We make the club that beats us down.

With power to take all earth can give,
We know not what it is to live,

Surely 'tis not your delight

To keep the lordly parasite,
Begging of him for leave to toil,
While he wantons in the spoil.

Unite, and take all earth can give,

And live the life that man should live.!

Who has this land the right to rule?
The working class; or I'm a fool.

All there is, that's good and grand,
Is from the workers’” brain and hand.

Then let ys rule the world, and give
Ourselves the noblest life to live.
JOHN ROBERTSON.

Sept. 17, 1908.

The Professidnal .Proletarian.

To my mind thé greatest danger
which confronts the Socialist move-
ment at the present time is from the
demagoguery ol the “professional pro-
letarian.” ‘I am led . to this beljef
partly by an examination of the pre-
vious history of labor aud Socialist
movements. It has always been some
self-styled “horny-handed son of toil”
who has betrayed and sold qut the
working class. It has been one of the
oldest tricks of the capitalist politi-
clans to play upon the idea that the
Ignorance and coarseness which capl-
talism had forced upon the working
class was a surety of honesty and a
reason for reposing trust. The pro-
fessional proletarian therefore always
exaggerates just those proletarian fea-
tures which capitalism has taught
him are most desirable. He boasts of
his ignorance, is proud of his lack of
knowledge, and seeks to trade upon
the capitalistic idea of the “nobility
of toil.”

A striking illustration of this posi-
tion has been afforded by a series of
articles which have recently appeared
in “The Socialist,” signed by Comrade
A. A. Lewis. These articles by them-
selves would be unimportant, but as
typical of a phase of Soclalism they
are worthy of some consideration.
They seem to have been aimed, pri-
marily, at the work of Comrade Walter
Thomas Mills. Now, while I will at
once agree that there are many things
about the work of Comrade Mills with

fine us to “right now.” He ts evidently
all unaware that he i here agreeing
absolutely with the muddle-headed re-
former, save that the latter is more

tal,” “Lafargue's “Evolution of Prop-
erty,” these are the classics of Social-
ism, and all of them would come under
the ban of Comrade Lewis' consdrship.
We would suggest that a little less
ranting and a little more reading on
the part of sonie Soclalists would per-
haps be of yalue to them and to the
cause of Socialism.

Engel's “Socialism, Utophn and
Scientific,” not only goes back into
pre-historic times, but concerhs itself,
with the most abstract and meta-
physical questions. Morgan's “An-
cient Society” is the one great contri-
bution made by an American to So-
cialist literature, and was 8o recog-
nized by Marx and Engels and yet
this concerns itself exclusively with
pre-historic times and savage tribes.
It is not less, but more learning that
the Socialists of this country need.
We are still far behind those of almost®
any country, and particularly of Ger-
many. One of the reasons for the
magnificent solidity of the German
movement is to be found in the fact
that the Socialist publishing house of
“Vorwaerts” sends out large numbers
of works on evolution, ethnology and
allled sciences. It was the knowledge
of these sciences which made possible
a knowledge of the class struggle. It
is not simply because a man is hungry
that we have a class struggle. Men
have been hungry through all hutory
Anlmh have. been hungry and have
fought with one another. But the
class struggle as a political expression
of & soclal movement is peculiar to
our present soclety. A man may be a
reformer, an opportuniist, a muddle-
head, while ignorant of these branches
of knowledge, but he canpot be a
class comscious Soclalist without at
least some of their more general con-
clusions having reached his mind. It
has always been the boast of the So-
‘cialist Party in every country that it
carries on a campalgn of education,
that it seeks'to make Socialists, and
intelligent class cansclous Socialists,
not mere ranters and howlers. Are
uehmmumhctosummthh
proud position?

“The Socailist movement is now and
must always continue to be controlied
by the wageworking proletariat and
constitute an expression of their class

{count of thelr service for Socialism, of $85.000, Instead of $70,000.

Remembering that but four per cent. of the nation's wealth belongs -

THE PROFESSIONAL PROLETARIAN

or created by instinct except in so few
cases as to effect but little in general
results. This do¢s not mean that a
college traiuing is necessary to make
a good agitator, or worker for Social-
ism. Some of the most acceptable So-
cialist workers in America are men
whose lives have permitted them to
spend but little time inside the walls
of schools. But in every case where
men have come to be valued on ac-

it has been because they have taken
the time often from the scanty leisure
left after a hard day's work in shop
or mill to master the philosophy of
Socialism. Were it possible, there
were few things that would advance
the Socialist movement more in
America than.to be able to grant
leisure to those who must represent us.
on the public platform that. they could
better fit themselves for thelr work.

The worst “grafters” that I have
ever known in the Socialist movement
have been these professional prole-
tarians, who, presuming upon their ig-
norance, foisted themselves upon their
comrades for “their board and keep”
and in return often did the movement
irreparable. injury by the misrepre
sentations due to their ignorance. For
the man debarred by capitalism from
the opportunity of learning we may
have the profoundest pity, but we have
no right to encourage him in pride in
his ignorance, any more than we have
to encourage him to be proud of his
poverty. Let us leave such work to
preachers and reformers who seek to
lull the workers into satisfaction with
their sufferings.

The “professional proletarian” is
specially dangerous just now because
labor is becoming a word with which
which to conjure in capitalist politics,
Once thoroughly inculcate the idea
that occupation, and not intelligent
recognition of clasd interests and so-
cial philasophy shall constitute the
standard for Socialist membership
and you have. laid the foundation for
union labor parties, Hearst move-
ments and general confusion. ' A host
of little demagogues will be raised up
within the party who will struggle to
get control of local party machinery.
The confusion and wrangling that
would follow would but furnish trou-
bled waters' in which the capitalist
politician would fish. Let us have no
test of occupation within the Socialist
movement. Let us, least of all, meas-
ure & man's value to the Soclalist
movement by his ignorance of Social-

ism.

WAGE WORKERS

I noticed in a recent {ssue of “"The Socialist” an article from Olympia,
criticising my position on the tax questieon. I had hoped that the matter
had been made very plain to my Olympia audience, but the article named
is in evidence that even a bright man may be wedded to a delukion.

Last fall, in my home county in California, the so-called Union Labor
party appeared in the political” fleld with a ticket. The first plank in the
U. L. P. platform called for a considerable ‘reduction in county taxes; the
thirteenth plank declared that the election of the Union Labor party “would
benefit all classes, but specially the TAX PAYING CLASS.” The Socialist
party took exception to the U, L. P. position. * The writer hereof was in-
structed to prepare a leaflet stating the Socialist position, and analyzing the
mistakes and inconsistencies of the U. L. P. platform. The argument
hinged mainly on the question: “Who pay the texes?” Very much depend-
ed upon a correct answer to that question. Thue political actions of men
are determined largely by their understandirg of principles and pro-
grams. Fusiou schemes, etc., as far as the raak and file of voters aré con-
cerned, are ‘the result of unclearness rather than dishonesty. Men, as a
class, vote for what they conceive to be tlheir interests. Convince the
wage worker that they pay the taxes, and they will pretty cerainly favor a
program calling for tax reduction; yet it can oe clearly proven that when
the wage workers vote to lower the taxes on property they mcve ‘gn a di-
rection opposite to their class interests.

Now, the Socialists insist that labor creates all wealth., Hence it
logically follows that labor creates the wealth that, having been exchanged
for money, pays the taxes on the capitalist’'s property. From this the
U. L. P. politiclans argued that the workers paid all taxes. But they lost
sight of the fact, that th wealths which labor created, and which paid the
tax on the capitalists’ property_,had already been ﬂlched from the worker by
the operations of the principle of “surplus value,” which bears no relation
whatever to a tax levy, which is an arbitrary act. “Surplus value"” is that
portion of labor’s product for which the workers receive no pay—that por-
tion of labor's product that goes to swell the profite or wealths of the
capitalists, »

Let us waste no time sentimentalizing about the right or wrong of the
-system that permits capitalist exploitations of the workers. Rather let us
keep clearly in mind, that taxes on property are paid only by property
owners; and that the capitalist is in LEGAL pocession of his wealth how-
cver unjust’the laws or legal system that sanctions his exploitation of the
worker. Hence, when the tax-paying time comes the wage workers do not
go down into their pockets and take money which is LEGALLY theirs,
and pay the taxes on the capitalist’s property; but the capitalist goes
down into his own pocket and takes money which LEGALLY belongs to
him, and pays the taxes on his own property.

Therefore a vote by the wage worker to lower the tax on property, is
a vote that the class which possesses the great bulk of the nation's wealth
shall retain in its possession & large proportion of its annual fiichings from
the workers.

Let me illustrate: A certain capitalist has $1,000,000 worth of taxable
property. His business profit for the year, with all expenses paid except
his taxes, is $100,000. The tax levy is three per cent., making the tax on
$1,000,000 equal to $30,000. Subtract that from $100,000; it leaves a net
annual profit of $70,000 to the capitalist. A low tax party comes ipto power
and reduces the tax levy to one and one-half per cent., which ‘makes the
tax on one million dollars $15,000, leaving a net profit to the c:npltallnt

to the wage working class, leaving ninety-six per cent. to the caplitalist
class—the class that owns the means of production and distribution: and
that conservatively stated, three-fourths of all direct taxes find théir way
as wages into the pockets of the wage working class, we begin to see the
true inwardness of a vote by the wage worker for tax reduction.

Keep clearly in mind that the minimum wages of labor are determined
by the cost of life's necessaries; that with surplus idle laborers in ths
field the tendency of wages ig toward the minimum; that “surplus value"—
that portion of labor's product for which the workers receive no pay—be-
comes larger or smaller as idle workers become plenty or scarce. Hence
the wages of labor——the standard of living for the wage-working class, rises
is In line with the wage-workers,” interests. But liberal! taxes, Increasea
‘as idle workers become scarce, and falls as idle workers become plenty.
Therefore it logically follows that “‘public employment for the unemployed”
public improvements and public employment for the unemployed go to-
gether; while low taxes, decreased public improvements, and an increase
in the army of idle workers go together.

" To illustrate:” The tax fund in & certain county is $1,000,000. There
are a good many idle workers in that county. A low tax party comed into
office and reduces the taxes 25 per cent., or $250,000. Of the total tax fund
the wage-workers pay taxes on 4 per cent. of the wealth, or $40,000: and
the capitalist class on 96 per cent. of the wealth or $960,000. Reducing the
tax 25 per cent. will save $10,400 to the taxpaying wage-workers: but it
will save $240,000 to the capitalist class. Leave out of the argument for
the moment the $10,000 saved in taxes to the wage-workers, and consider
cnly the $240,000 saved to the capitalist class. If 75 per dent. of the tax
fund goes as wages to the workers, then in reducing the taxes of the
capitalist class $240,000, you have subtracted $180,000 from the wage fund
of the county. In other words, in saving $10.000 to the wage-workers lucky
enough to passess taxable property, the wage-working class - has been
deprived of $180,000 of wages; and allowing $500 to be the annual wage,
360 hitherto workers have been added to the army of ‘idlers, to bid down
the wages of workers holding jobs, and lower the standard of living for
the whole working class. Is that a wise course of action for the workers?

“But,” say the tax-paying wageworkers, “we pay more taxes in pro-
portion to what we are worth than the big capitalists” Admitted; then
the sensible thing to do is not to reduce the taxes, and rob your class of a
big wage fund, and throw a lot ofworkers into idleness; but force the
tax-dodgers to pay théir share of the taxes.

In conclusion, let us consider briefly the attitude of the big tax-payers
tmrd this question. Always are they trying to lower taxes, either by
lowering the tax levy or the assessment on their property. How often do
we hear them protest that, “the workers should not be allowed to vote
taxes which they do not have to pay;” or changing their tactics, try to get
votes for a low tax program -by penuldln( the vmworkon that the
latter pay the taxes?

If the tax burden could be shifted to the wage-workers, we would aot
find m capitalists struggling to lmur'the taxes. M. W. WILKINS.

Mmmmmmmmmmnmotmxa
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A M. SIMONS.
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PAY NO TAXES
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_ An Outline of What the National Office is Doing and intends to De.

The contribution of one thousand dollars by Comrade J. A. Wayland,
of the “Appeal to Reason,” to the National Organizing Fund, comes in good
season. It comes at a time when most needed aad when it can be put to the
best uses for the Socialist party,whick is the concrete expression of the
_Socialist movement in Americs. ; .

While it is no exaggeration 1o say that the organizing work carried
on by the National Socialist party during the past eiglit months has ex-
¢eeded that performed in any gimilar length of time before, yet even this
was not all that was needed or desired to be dome. It is simple enough
to inaugurate a work of this kind; the great difficalty comes in continuing
#t after it bas begun. It wai impossible to satisfy all sections requiring
or asking for organizers at once and the same time, The number of or-
ganizers emplayed- was not sufficlent to go around, the territory to be cov-
ered too large, and the resources of the national office too limited.  For
these reasons many comrades he'e been disappointed, and in some cases
impatience has been manifesied at being “neglected,” when the national
office’ was doing the best it could. The Quorum and National Committee

sre more than anxious to promote the organizing work, but they rcanl'd not

do it under the circumstances, howéver much they desired to. ;
But the “Appeal to Reason'- donation, while nat altogether solving the
problem, makes the way easier. Upon its receipt the National Secretary
submitted to the Quornm propositions which he has long had in mind, for
extending the organizing activity into territory heretofore untouched. These
propositions have been approved by the Quorum, and their successful ful-
fillment will depend upon the comrades in the sections receiving the benefit,
as well as upon the party at large. 7 '
In brief, the propositions may be outlined as follows:
That Comrade F. E. Seeds, of Kentucky, if available, be appointed
- mational organizer for the states of Maryland, West Virginia, Virginia and
North Carolina. Comrade Seeds has bad much experience as & party agi-
tator and organizer and is highly recommended to the National Office.

That J. W. Bennett. of lows, be appointed national organizer for the
states of North and South Dakota. Comrade Bennett was recommended
by National Committeeman Work some time ago, but no opportvnity “was
presented to use his services ;

That F. J. Hyland, of Nebraska, if available, be appointed national or-
ganizer for Wyoming, and should circumstances permit, for Utah. (;omnde
Hyland is a fine outdoor speaker, and all urou\m hard worker.

. That changes be made in routes arranged for organizers already in the
fleld as follows: Bigelow to go from Kansas to Arkansas, and then take
Goebel's plmé {h Indian and Oklahoma Territories instead of -going on
thiough Alabama and Georgia to Florida. Goebel will be confined to Texas
and Louisiana until December. Ray will take Bigelow's place in Georgia
and Florida, touching also South Carolina on the way. Alabama has already
received some valuable attention from the National office, but will be cared
for later on. McKee will remain in Arizona until November, and then prob-
ably enter Nevada. Wilkins will work in Washington, Montana, I1daho and
Oregon. In the East John W. Brown and John Spargo will work Rhode
Island between now and November, assisting in the state campaign. New
Hampshire and Vermont will receive attention about December. Delaware
" will be cared for as opportunity presents. In states not named either finan-
¢lal assistance has been already rendered by the National Committee, or
arrangements have been made by the states themselves to support organizers.
The Quorum has slso voted to place an Itallan organizer in the fleld in the
person of Silvio Origo, and he will make an interstate tour. '

In the meantime Comrade Ben Hanford will be continwing his success-
ful lecture tour, which will carry him to the Pacific Coast and back through
the Northwestern states. Other lecture tours will also be arranged.

A study of these plans will show that within the next six months ‘every
state and territory will have received visits from national organiszers or
will be supporting organizers of their own. Comrades must bear in mind
that every place cannot be visited AT ONCE. The National Office cannot
assyme financial responsibility for any more organizers than it can afford
to support. It is most important that the party be kept out of debt. But
every place will finally be visited, if the comrades will but realize the im-
mensity 6f the task we have undertaken and be patient with us.

In this connection it is in order to point. out that while the national

\

organizing fund has reached 1,000 in round figures (apart from the “Appeal”.

donation), yet this sum has not nearly covered the amount expended by the
National Office for organizing during the seven months past. IF IT HAD
NOT BEEN FOR DUES RECEIVED, the work could not have gone on as
ft“has. The organizing fund has only assisted in starting the work, and
without the revenue for dues it could not have been continued.

Besides, the running expenses of the office are steadily on the increase.
Suppltes” are. being furnished to affiliated organizations merely at cost,
organizers have to be kept supplied, the leaflets “Why Socialists Pay Dues”
and "How to Organize” are sent out free, and this means thategrinting bills
must be constantly met. An additional number of organizers will nat-
urally involve additional expense of all kinds: ; 3

The office force is working night snd day in order to keep up, but im-
provements in the methods of conducting business are comstantly needed.
The National Secretary is arranging to fit out the office in a thorough man-
ner, 5o that the business can finally be run systematically and economically.
This would have been done before, but some of the old debts are still
‘unpaid, although the next three months will certainly see them w'lgod out
for good. : * Z

All this should impress party members with the necessity of, first, pay-
ing dues promptly, and, second, subscribing what they can to the National
Organizing fand. Don’t think that Comrade Wayland’s donation has equipped
us completely for the work of organization. IT HAS ONLY GIVEN US A
SPLENDID OPPORTUNITY to become equipped, through organization, for
the great battle of next year and the greater ones to follow. Coin cards for
déunations to the organizing fund will be furnished upon application by the

National Secretary. i :
The objective point to be aimed at at present i7to get every state into

such & condition that it can suwport either ‘one organizer, or more, for{.

ftself. To sccomplish this the National' Committee should be .left free Jo

_ earry out its plans through its representatives, and locals and states should

S

render all the assistance possible and practice self dependemce and self
reliance at the same: time. Do not expect too much from the National
Office. Especially does this advice apply to the tendency to look to the
Nationsl Committee for finaucial assistance for one purpose or another.
Al the money within reach is needed for conducting the organizing and lec-
ture work. i

Finally, let every party member keep in good standing by paying dues
promptly and regularly and determine to gain at least one mew member
every month, By doing this the most effective and surest method will be
used to solidity and knit together the revolutionary forces rapidly develop-
ing fn America into s compact organization prepared to enter the National
campaign of 1904 to wage a conflict against capitalism which will result
in making the Socialist party the second political party in importance in

' this country and the leader of the international Socialist movement * for

working-class emancipation throughout the world.

Omaha, Neb., Sept. 26, 1903.
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' OLD UNIONISM DIES HARD.
FORKS, B. C. Tuesday,
number of the former

| | tated to labor s Laber day bas come
|and will, at this writing, soon be gone.

Gl mmm' in the great farm-

To the Editor of “The Socialist:™

capitalist and the | have dic-

It 15 & local affalr amyway, intended
to weaken the influence of the great
DAY, THE 18T OF MAY.
« The parade was & big turnout, but
not & great ove. Mass was ovident,
but why it appeared was not clearly
apparent. With the exception of the
‘electric linemen no motto, no demsand,
no statement of a principle, appeared
along the whole line. The linemen
are on strike and are feeling a pinch
at the stomach. Their material inter
est is at stake, otherwise they, prob-
ably, would have made no more dem- |
omstration than the other organiza-|
tions. This studled ignoring of all
and every prineiple for which lmmn-!
ity is striving and struggling by work-
ingmen marching in thousands before |
other thousands as spectators, ac-|
counts for the quietness prevélling all
along the route. Body there was, but |
not spirit. |
As an exhibition of the power of the |
leaders, political and otherwise, no
doubt it was a grand success and will
bear fruit at the oncoming municipal |
election, to the especial gratification’
of & very limited number of individ-
pals. But the public could mot be|
expected to go into raptures over that. |

There were a few floats, {llustrating |
how men slave for bosses, but they |
were not correct, for the boss, with his |
eagls eye and strident voice, was in-
variably unrepresented. The sign
painters’ float was pretty—a huge pal-
ette and Brobdinagian brushes, drawn
by four decorated steeds. A pretty!

high. On the palette, as it approach-
ed, an inscription became visible.
What would it be? EQUAL RIGHTS
FOR ALL? LABOR PRODUCES:
ALL? HE WHO WILL NOT WORK,
NEITHER 8HOULD‘ HE EAT? No, .
just the legend, “Signs Painted Every- |
where.” Do you wonder at the lack of |
applause? 1 hear there were over}
40,000 in line. Large as that number |
is there was & much larger number of |
workingmen on the sidewalks. Pre-
sumably all, or .nearly all, unionists
were in the parade; for, if any were
absent, without valid excuse, they are
subject to fine; so those workingmen
on the sidewalk must be non-unionists.
It would therefore be well for union-
ists to look over their constitution and
by-laws. Perhaps these men who are
keeping away find somlething wanting
in union methods,

-If there was no real life in the par
ade, thére was at the headquarters of
Local San Francisco. The comrades
had improvised megaphones to amplify
thelr voices and, through. the open
windows, they called upon the parad-
ers to vote as they marched.

J. ROBERTSON.

PLEDGE SUPPORT

Aberdeen, Wash., Sept. 8.
Editor Seattle Socialist:

Dear Comrade: The following is a
resolution in support of the Seattle
Bocialist: 2

Whereas, The “Seattle Socialist” has
shown itself to be a true guardian of
the working class. s

' Whereas, Said paper always advo-
cates Marxian, sclentific, proletarian,
revolutionary, class conscious BSocial-
ism, and, j !

Whereas, The aim of said paper is
to educate the toflers along the lines of
class conscious self-interest, be it

. Resolved, That we, the members of
Aberdeen: Local, of Washington, pledge
ourselves to give our utmost sympathy
and support to said paper and recom-
mend it to all workers as the truest
expounder of justice and truth.
JOSEPH THOMAS,

NORWAY NOTE. !

According to a telegram from Chris
tiania, capital of Norway, the most
surprising incident in connection with
the e last month is the large
gains made by the Socialists. This is
especially true with respect to the
northern part of Norway, where they
carried -two cities, Tromsoe and
Narvik. Nordland and Finmarken, the
two mnorthernmost provinces, where
multitudes of workers engage in the
nal gains, and several represéntatives

these districts. The same results

ing localities in the heart of the coun-
try. '

The day which, in California, the |

| gaged Comrade

child waving a flag was mounted on |

to the legislature were elected from |
Lecture Burean, in addition to the

iz
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“FIVE DOLLARS AND EXPENSES." | be submitted to a vote of the commit-

‘Philadelphia, Sept. 7, 1903. ! tee. b
The Socialist, Seattle: ki S s eI ' S :
Comrades: Local Philadelpbia in-| FATHER McGRADY  “WILL NOT."
structed me as ‘its recording secretary. " Bellevue, Ky., 8tp. 10, 1903.

to notify yot of the resolution it pass-
ed at its last regulai meeting, held In
Labor Lyceum on Sept. 20d. ¢
Resolved, Be it known that here-
after Local Philadelphia will engage
no speaker who demands & fee greater
than the sum of five dollars per day
and expenses. 3
Local 1'hiladelphia realizes  that
the big fees paid to some of our speak-
ers are quite alluring to non-Socialists,
and may consequently allure them to
join the Socialist Party, not because
of principle, but otherwise. It also
recognizes the fact that the Socialist
party is & workingman's or proletarian
party, and it therefore cannot afford
to pay big fees to v few, If it does;
it must stint the majority, thosé who
do the hirdest of work, those who do
the preliminary work. The workers
of the country will go to these meet:
ings where the speakers are those who

receive the big fees, and it almost al-

ways raises a doubt ip their minds,

| when they hear of the ices the speak-

ers receive. Therefore, Local Phila:

{ delphia considered . necéssary and
| wise to pass the foregoing resolution.

Fraternally.

ALPHONS OLBRICH,

Recording Secretary,

N. B—~Local Philadelphia has en-

Dr. Knopfnagel, of
Peoria, Ills, for six dates between
the 11th and 17th of September at the
rate of $2.00 per day- and expenses,
and also has arranged an entertain
ment and lecture for Friday, Sept,
18th, with Comrade Spargo, of New
York, as speaker of the evening.

* A, O.

BLAINE (WASH.) ALSO.

Whereas, “The Soclalist” has
during its entire existence ad-
vocated uncompromising ‘revolu-
tionary working class Socialism,
and

Whereas, Said paper advo-

‘ cates Marx's scientific solution
of the Socialist problem, be it

Resolved, That we, thé mem-
bers of Local Blaine, Wash., en-
dorse the tactics and teachings
of “The Socialist,” and recom-
mend it to all Bocialists as a

. clear exponent of class-conscious
Socialism. :

Adopted by Local Blaine, Sept.

20, 1903,

MRS. LINA GILL, Sec.

Editor Seattle Socialist:

1 have, poticed in several of the
party papers that Comrade Critchlow
‘has made a proposition to transfer the
speakers of the Central Lecture Bu-
reau to the National Lecture Bureau.
I know nothing of the proposition, as
hlh_lnnothoeneonnlud.ud!'bh
to state distinctly that 1 will not be
included in such transference. Pre-
viously to the time of my resignation
from the active work of the ministry,
1 managed my own lectures, but it fre-
quently occurred that letters and tele-
grams asking for dates came in my
absence and could not be answered
till my return, thereby causing con-
fugion. It became necessary fof” me
to select some one to take charge of
.my engagements, and l'pve the work
to Comrade Critchlow, whose services
have been perfectly satisfactory to me
and I desire to make no change. How-
ever, 1 have observed that there is a
systematic movement to force me and
other speakers into the National Bu-
reau. If there were valld reasons for
this change and the comrades desir-
ing the transferemce had courteously
requested the Central Lecture Bureau
and myself to comply with their solici-
tations, and had the manager of the
Central Lecture Bureau been satis
fled with the change, there would have
been no difficulty. But Instead of
adopting the methods of gentlemen
they have hurled coarse, vile, abus ve
and ignorant language at us, and there
i no hope for them now. [ never
submit to force, and I wish to state,
since they have adopted coercive
measures, that no change shall be
! made either in manager or price.
| Comrades who object to the Central
Lecture Bureau, or the prices charged
for my lectures, will kindly obey the
i rules of common decency, ‘and do not
| annoy us with arrogant and ignorant
communications. Fraternally,

T. McGRADY.

CAPITAL AND LABOR.

. Green Lake.

Comrade: How frequent use ir
made of the expression “Capital and
Labor,” and the effect intended to be
produced in the average mind is this,
that they are entirely separate factors,
each with interests peculiar to them-
selves, when as a matter of fact capi-
tal is simply an unpaid balance that
labor is justly entitled to.

Labor, being the producer of wealth,
in every form, is unjustly deprived of
the full complement of wealth pro-
duced, just as long as such a fund,

WHERE 18 THIS?

1 have run up against it. A bigger
combination of “Obedience Machines”
and happy-goucky indifferentists
than I ever saw. I am simply sitting
back and looking on. I have learned
how to open clams and oysters, and
to a certain extent 1 thought I could
tackle dull heads, but I think I was
mistaken, and I begin to envy Com-
rade Burgess, who still is ~.ble to get
the mules to foam at the routh, for
even a foaming mouth s some evi-
dence of activity of the brain. But
enough. Time will tell K

' 1. 8. 0.
CRITCHLOW’'S LATEST PROPOSI-

TION.

National Committeman Critchlow, of
Ohio, has asked that the following be
submitted to a referendum vote of the
national committee:

', “Understanding the necessity of a

leading lecture bureau within the
Socialist Party, and appreciating the
many advantages that arise from hav-
ing this lecture bureaun situated at the
national headquarters in control of the
national officers, and knowing from
personal contact the excellent work
that the Central Lecture Bureau has
been doing, and feeling that it would
be better for all concerned if the work
of this bureau and the National Lec-
ture Bureau were combined by merg-

ing the Central Lecture Bureau's

speakers azd paraphernalia with the
Natidnal Lecture Bureau, I therefore,
move the following to be voted upon
by the members of national commit-
tee: That the national committee of
the Socialist Party does proceed im-

work alresdy being done by the Na-
tional Lecture b i
In order to facilitate matters, the

product belongs to those that have
created it, the working class. a

A vague jdea occupies the minds o
some men that capital has rights to be
respected as well as labor, but this is
a very superficial view, and is equiva-
lent to saying that the working man
has a moral right to respect the thing
“that holds him up in the highway, and
robs him of all his personal posses-
slons. There is not the slightest dif-
ference in results, and in degree the
thing is the least formidable, as you
have a possible chance to get a “bead”
on him first, but the capitalistic sys-
tem has been so0 long in successful
operation that intelligence has been
blinded by long usage, and the pro-
ducers are being plundered daily with-
out being intelligently aware of the
fact. '

But .conditions are surely changing,
and the intellects of the workers are
being quickened and applied to the
proper channels of thought, and pro-
portionate to such’ development will
be the success of Socialism, and a
correct realization of the true relation-
ship of capital and labor.

When the time arrives that the real
contributors to ' the wealth of the
world—the workers—intelligently .feel
their proper status in society, and
that'the magnificence of wealth in its
manifold variety is the result of la-
bor’s effort, they will not be slow In
taking possession of their own crea-
tion, belonging to them in all justice
and equity. .

Let us hail the advent of that per-
fod when every participator in the
good things of life, be he rich or poor,
shall be & factor in its production and
equal justice meted out to all

: J. MARTIN.

Among the forthcoming publications
announced for the early part of Octo-

The treats the Socialist

movement in this country in all its
beginning with the early

topian experimenmts in com-
and winding up with the lat-

est developments of modern

The work is divided in two parts,

known as “capital,” exists, as the full\

{§

cialist Labor Party, and P t Day
g g T g
brief but complete  accounts of all
radical reform movements in this
country with which the Socialist
movement has in the course of its de-
velopment come into contact, such as
the Free Soil, Greenback, Anarchist,
Single Tax, Nationalist and Populist
movements, and also s chapter on the
history of the trade union movement.
By arrangement with the author
The Comrade Publishing Co., of 11
Cooper Square, New York city, has ac-
quired the agency for the sale of the
book to members and locals df the So-
clalist Party.

.The book will contain 370 pages,
8vo, cloth bound, and will sell retail
at $1.50: Discount will be allowed on
larger orders.

~

STILL THEY COME.

Arlington, Sept. 13, 1903,
Resolved, That Local Arling-
ton endorses “The Socialist” for
_ its uncompromising stand on the
class struggle; and be. it further
Resolved, That we believe the
movement now on foot to start
another Socialist paper Iin the
State of Washington to be detri- |
mental to the cause of Social-
ism; and be it further
Resolved, That a copy of the.
resolutions be sent to “The So-
cialist” for publication.
Resolutions adopted by Local
Arlington, Sept. 13,7 19803.

ELEONORA MAURER, Sec.

“NEVER CATER 'TO THE UNIONS.”
Covington, Ky.,, Sept. 22, 1903.

Dear ‘Comrade Editor: 1 send you
an article on trade unions.

I find among many non-union So-
clalists -a feeling of prejudife against
trades unions because they do not real-
ize that trades unionism is uncon-
sciously and inevitably making for the
‘overthrow of capitalism. I also find
that many of my fellow trades union-
ists have no higher conception of
trades unjonism than that of a mere
protector of labor.

I also find that many Socialists are
unconsciously catering to the unions
because they want their good will,
and think they can do more for So-
cialism by reaching merely an organ-
ized body of workers.

we help them,. not because weé want
their good will, but becausé they are
exemplifying to the working class
what Socialists can only teach, dem-
onstrating our theory, that there is &
class struggle. We therefore say to
them: “We help you because it is
olir duty as Socialists to do so, for you
are preparing the working class to
accept our theories.”
In response to the opinion that
trades union fakirs get union men to
ask us: "How would you~ vote be-
tween a trades uniomist on a Demo-
cratic or Republican or trades union °
ticket and a non-unjonist.on the So.
clalist ticket?” we frankly say to
them, Socialism first, trades unionism
second; that in nominating men on
the Socialist ticket, other things being
equal, we will nominate trades union-
ists, but the first qualification is, Is
he a class conscious Socialist?
For this reason we are a puzzle to
the false labor leaders here, and our
independent -attitude, instead of driv-
ing trades unionists from us, is draw-
ing them to us. I merely mention this
incidentally to show that we are a
frank, blunt, independent lot of So-
cialists, who fear neither God, man
nor devil, care for no man's opinion,
but take it for what we think it is
worth. That is why we admire “The
Socialist.” Fraternally,

A A LEWIS.

“SORROWS OF S8ATAN NOT IN IT.”

I have just got back from the Gray’'s
Harbor country, having addressed ten
meetings in seven days. Last Sunday
I spoke at Cosmopolis, Wash,, to apout
600 wage slaves, This is a 'lumber
mill town owned by omne corporation.
The comrades up here informed me
that it was useless to try and hold a
meeting there, but I undertook to take
a chance at it anpyhow. 1 was glad I
went. The condition under which
these poor devils work cannot be
paralleled in any state out West. The
sorrows of Safan ain't in it with them.
One comrade informs me that from
June, 1902, to June 1903, they had
imported over- 22,000 wage slaves to
this hell hole from different parts of
the Pacific Coast. Some of the poor
devils that 1 spoke to on Sunday in-
formed me that they had worked
steady for three weeks and up to Sun-
day they had not one cent coming to
them, their paltry dollar a day wage
having been stopped to pay rallroad
fare, although they had been promised
free fare hefore they left Seattle Rnd

In my Local, composed mostly of
trades unionists, we never in the least

other points. Youtrs for Socialism,
WM. MACCLAIN.
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Full Statement of the Case by the
: -Local Querum-——History of Former
Corruption and the Victory for
Working Class Socialism—Present
. Attempt to Support the Old Corrup-
tionists—The True Inwardness of
the Mills-CritchlowThompson Tac-
tics Against Omaha—The Real ls-
Sues Clearly Presented—Should be
Read "Socialist—An In-
tensely nteresting Story.

State Headquarters
SOCIALIST PARTY OF NEBRABKA.
519 North 16th -8t., Omaha, Neb.

To the Members of the National Com- | thi

~ mittee, Socialist Party. '

Dear Comrades: The weekly re

" ports of the National Secretary show
that-there is & motion offered by Com-
mitteeman Turner of Missouri, now
bvefore the National Comumittee, pro-
posing that the charges preferred by
.the. Nebraska State Quorum agalnst
Committeemen W, T. Mills of Kansas,
and W. G. Critchiow of Ohio, for vio-
Jation of Section 4, Article 6 of the
national constitution be dismissed,
and as the adoption of this motion
would mean the exoneration of Com-
rade Mills and Critchlow, and a prac
tical endorsement of their actions
which caused the complaint, and thus
inflict an injury upon the party orgsn-
jzation in Nebraska, the undersigned,
consisting of the Nebraska Quorum,
desire to submit another statement of
our position and of the situation in
Nebrdska to your Committee,

We are impelied to do this, because
there does not seem to be a clear un
derstanding of the question at issue
among the National Committee. We
are quite sire that if the full wignifi-
cance of car protest, and the conse-
quences following upon a decision
upon it, were thoroughly understood
by the Committee there would be no
hesitation in sustaining the protest
and at least taking subsequent action
that would prevent a recurrence of
the grievance and give the Nebraska
organization that measure of protec-
tion due a regularly afiliated part of
the national organization.

.First, it should be understood that
the Soclalist party was organized in
Nebraska by men in league with and
paid by republican politicans in this
state. Politically Nebraska is a doubt:
ful state, as between the republican
and democratic parties, and especially
since 1896, when fusion was consum-
mated between the democratic party
and the populists, who formed a con-
siderable factor in Nebraska politics.
Since (ux)n was accomplished, it has
been to.the intergst of the mepublican
politicans to encourage any- radical
movement which might draw votes
from the fusionists. For this reasom,
the middle of the road populists re-
ceived ‘substantial aid and encourage
ment from the republicans in 1896
and afterwards. As a reward for this,
Clem Deaver, the middle of the road
leader, is now enjoying a $3,000 a year
?ob by grace of the republican admin-
& n.

When it became evident that the
populists were becoming less and less
of a factor ag an independent move-
ment, the republican leaders turned
their attention to organizing the So-
cialists, As a result a “Soclalist™
state convention was held at Lincoln
on Juiy 4, 1960, but there being only
84 persons in attendance, 116 less than
required by law, they were forced to
adjourn without "putting a  ticket in
the fleld. - This faflure compelled the

. middle of the road populist leaders,
Jas. A, Boyce, L, V. Guye and D. Clem
Deaver, to come to Omaha to get a
Socialist ticket in the field.” Here
they formed an alliance with Theo
Kharas, Thomas Edwards, Geo. E.
Baird, F. H. Aléxander, C. C. Chamb-
ers and J. B. Randolph. 7The four
last namied were the originators of the

' “Boclalist Propaganda Club.”
vention was.held on September 26th
and a ticket was nominated with
Kharas for governor, daird for con-
gress and Edwards for the legisla-

- ture. We have in our possession as

proof of thé foregoing alliance, the

following letter written to T. A. Bd- g,

wards, of Ord, Nebraska, by Theo
- Kharas: 7

Omaha, Neb., August 30, 1803.
“T. A. Edwards,: Ord, Neb.:

“The state convention is now set
for the 26th of September. Never fear
fear I will have round trip passes for
both of you, and give me & tip if you
can get anyone else to come from
there or anywhere out there who will
take a trip pass without squealing. I
have this straight from Boyce, Guye
and Deaver, who have established
headquarters here. They promise us
some “material” help for the conven-
tion as well as all the trip passes we
can use, but I tell you they have to
be used with judgment. The Social
ists are the queerest lot I know. Dea-
ver told me it was impossible to get
any money by the third becaus® it was

. 80 near at hand, but if put off it would

A con-|y

tion of “Omaha
ganda Club,” and an announcement
was shortly afterwards made through

to

of the character of the organization
he had engaged with, and a request
was made that he cancel the engage-
menit. The result of this request
you know through the correspondence
submitted witht the resolution of Lo
cal Omaha adopted against Comrade
Mills for his action in encouraging a
rival organization to the Socialist
party. 5

Now, we wish to point out that the
contest waged in Nebraska last year
petween the:corrupt element, led by
Geo. E. Balrd, was at the time brought
to the attention of the National Com-
mittee, of which Comrade Mills was
then a member, and the names and
character of the men composing that
element must have been perfectly
famillar to Mills. Comrade Mills,
himself, was in -Omaha during the
state campaign of last year and knew
personally of the difficulties the state
committee was having in keeping the
Nebraska movement from being used
for, corrupt ends. And yet we find
Comrade Mills assisting this very ele-
ment to defeat our purpose, and Com-
rade Critchlow ‘doing the same  thing
with his lecture bureaun, Is it any
wonder that the Nebraska quorum
has protested, and will continue to
protest, against such acts on the part
of men holding responsible positions
in the Soclalist party?

We wish also to point out that no.
reason has been givem why there
should be two organizations of Social-
ists in Omaba., These men who have
organized and supported the "Soclar
ist Propaganda Club” have never pre-
sented a reason why that club should
be In existance., They cannot truth-
fully charge that the .members of
Local are inactive, or éven that out-
side speakers are not engaged. The
Comrades_of Omaba are unceasingly
active,, Outdoor metings are con-
stantly held, sometimes every night,
and literature sold and distributed in
large amounts.  Our account with C.
H. Kerr & Co. for literature is , we
venture to say, larger comparatively
than that of any other organized state.
The only time the propaganda club is
heard of is when a speaker of nation-
al reputation appears here under its
ausplees,

It is claimed that the propaganda
club is composed almost entirely of
workingmen. This is probably true,
but many of these workingmen do not
know. the true situation, and join the
club through sympathy, and also be-
cause there are no dues to pay. It'is
the greater wrong to the Soclalist
cause that the Socialist workingmen
o1 Omaha should be thus divided
through the “machinations of corrupt
politicians, ’

In the matter of speakers, Local
Omaha” has had, during the past 18
months, in gddition to its local speak-
ers, among ers the following: John
C. Chase, The Wentworths, Carl D.
Thompson, . Strickland and
Geo. E, Bigelow, Walter Thomas Mills,
Geo. R. Kirkpatrick, Wenonah Stev-
ens Abbott, Marian H. Dunham, Geo.
E. Boomer, J. Stitt Wilson, Winfleld R.
Gaylord, Wm. H. Wise, Harry M. Mc-
Kee, and we have attempted to se-
cure Eugene V. Debs and Mother
ones. 8o it cannot be said that
Local Omaha has not given & hear
ing to all kinds ov speakers. We have
never declined to use Comrade Mills’
services. Neither have we objected
to him or any other Socialist speaker
appearing in Nebraska under non-
ialist auspices. But we have protest-
eu against him being advertised and
used to lecture as a National Commit-
teeman of the Socialist party for an
organization of non-party members,
organized by corrupt politicians into
a so-callpd “Socialist Propaganda
Club” for the avowed purpose of ob-
structing the work of and disrupting
Local Omaha, We believe this is a
contention with which everfy Social-
ist will sympathize,

It is most urgent that the National
Committee act decisively upon this
gquestion, not only because the party
organization in Nebraska Is at stake,
but because it is one that must sooner
or later affect every other organized
state. The Nebraska Socialists have
never favored state autonomy to any
great extent but now that that rule
is in the constitution, we asked that

it be observed In Jetter and spirit{a

come  Said it had to come through!
too many hands to come In a rush. |
But 1 know where it starts from. !
THEO. KHARAS." !
After the election the gang quar-|
reted. Baird and Edwards, who were
both in the pay of the republican
‘party-—the proof of their guilt is also
in our possession—united and brought
charges against Kharas, proved that
be Had received $119 from the repub.
lican party and expelled him from the
organization. i i
In the meantime, real Soclalists
were joining the Socialist party,
it became necessary for the
the cause to clean house.
Baird was found guilty of
was expelled fre
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for our own At present
the work of the state quorum is being
disorganized the . of

through
those who support the p

ropaganda
club, which could not exist to do its|the

nefarious = work were it not for this

support. prominent speaker
who enters Omaha under the luncu
bands of

of this club, strengthens the
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party paper and writer and speaker
how! us down as “intolerant” and
“bureaucratic?.

Reports in the Socialist press also
inform us that Walter Thomas Mills

like state autonomy, of which Mills
has been such an ardent advocate?
Or is it Mills' conception of state
autopomy that the Nationa! Commit-
tee as a whole must not enter a state
without the consent of the state or-

tion, while National Committee-
man Mills, individually, may do so
at pleasure?

In the matter of Comrade Hagerty,
Local Omaha declined his services be-
cause he did not come through the
National Lecture Bureau, which we
believe is the correéct method to pur-
sue in the case of outside speakers.
If the national headquarters cannot
send speakers into an organized state
without the consent of that state or-
ganization, then the different state
committées should reciprocate and
only accept outside speakers through
the national headquarters. That Na-
tional Committeeman Critchlew should
send Comrade Hagerty here under the
auspices of the propaganda club, while
our protest was still pending before
the National Committee is incom-
prehensible to us. We notice also
that Comrade Critchlow announces
that McGrady will speak in Omahs on
Oct. 9th. This engagement must be
with the opposition club also. Is this
fair?- Is it just? Is it not sufficient
that Lockl Omaha should have its
campaign against capitalism to con-
duct without being worked against in
this manner? Where will it all end,
and what sort of an organization shall
we have in this state, if the National
Committee continue to permit such
violations of the constitution?

According to the reports of the
National Secretary some National
Committeemen have attempted to ex-
cuse Comrades Mills and Critchlow
on the grounds that Mills was acting
as a propagandist in an individual
capacity, and that Critchlow is acting
as manager of a lecture buresu. The
guestion then arises can Mills, as
an individual party member, do some-
thin® Mills the official is forbidden to
do? Can any party member violate
with impunity Ilaws which as an
official he helped to frame, and is
supposed to enforce? 1Is it not more
encumbent upon an official, as a
moral example, and as actual, real
propaganda, to see that the party laws
are observed so that party members
may be instructed and inspired to do
likewlse?

In the case of Critchlow, matters
were worse., He admitted that he
is manager of the Central Lecture
Bureau only because le is State Sec-
retary of Ohio. He is, therefore, at
the present time, State Secretary,
National - Committeeman and maha-
ger of the Central Lecture Bureauw
As State Secretary he should attend
to matters concerning his state omly,
and he has no right, morally or other-
wise, to exceed its limits in attend-
ing to party affairs. But as manager
of the lecture bureau he is violating
the law of state autonomy, which he
is supposed to uphold as National
Committeeman, and sending spedkers
into other organized states over the
protest of the state committee of such
states. And when a protest is made
against him for vioiating the eonsti-
tutional law as a National Committee-
man he can indorse his actions as
manager of a lecture bureau through
being State Secretary by voting on
this protest as a National Committee-

his own state against his acts as
manager of a lecture bureau Critchlow

When objections are made from other
states against his acts as State Secre-

last analysis you “will
Comrade Critchlow exercises the priv-
flege, in his triple capacity, to abro-
gate laws to other

man.
When objections are raised within |-

replies that he is State Secretary.|

relating ; ol
which he attempts to hold inviolate

zfg

respective state or tefritorial orga

pizations.
That is the guestion to decide. The
*80% resolution” has not'been made &

Should the . state ;
in accordance with that re-
solution and the national constitution
be violated thereby, then it will be
time for the National Committee or
the party itself to act upon it. What
should be acted upon now is a sec-
tion of the national constitution that
is being flagrantly violated by two
members of the Nationdl Committee.
+1f our position on the middle class
question is disputed, let it be remem-
bered that in Omaha, the element that
has given the party the most trouble
has been the element that caters to
the middle class, or who belong to
that class, And those who have been
most active in supporting the “Omaha
Soclalist Propaganda Club” are men
whose utterances upon the middle
class question have shown sympathy
with that class, and contempt for the
working class, to wit, Carl D. Thomp-
son's use of the forelgn accent and
dialect of a member of Local Omaha
in an article against us. We sgtand
for a working class organization, con-
trolled by the working class, for work-
ing class interests and emancipation.
The Nebraska Quorum has net in-
terfered with the work in other states,
although Comrades elsewhere have
not hesitated to interfere with ours,
and so-called Soclalist papers have
persistently published misrepresenta-
tions of our cause and given space
and encouragement to those who are
fighting the party organization. We
only ask permission to conduct our
own affairs in Nebraska in line with
the constitutional rjghts which every
other orgdanized state now enjoys. If
the national organ:zation will not sup-

part us in this, then the movement|pea

in Nebraska may lose all semblance
of order and become the creature of
designing capitalist politicians.

It is now nearly three months since
we submitted our protest. Comradé
Critchlow has answered, vut Comrade
Mills has mot. Instead, the latter is
Socialist party locals, without even
recognizing the regular state organi-
zation. Will the National Committee
continue to allow itself to be ignored
in this manner? Must the protest oY
a regularly affiliated state organiza-
tion be treated with contempt by a
National Committeeman?® Is one man
greater than the National Committee
of the Bocialist party? And we con-
tend that no National Committeeman
can vote intelligently upon Comrade
Turner's pending motion, without see-
ing some sort of a reply from Comrade
Mills.

In conclusion, let us repeat: Neither
Local Omaha nor the Nebraska Quor-
um has ever declined to engage Com-
rade Mius, nor was any protest made
against him until he dealt with the
“Socialist Propaganda Club,” a rival
organization to the party, and thereby
injured the party organization. We
have spent our money and our time
for the party, and welcomed everyone
who came to the state as speakers for
the party, except when they came un-

+der the auspices of this antagonistic

organization. We are entitled to the
consideration and recognition due an
integral part-of the national organi-
zation. We base our protest upon a
principle which affects every state in
the country. We ask every National
Committeeman, and every party mem-
ber who reads these words, what
other course can we pursue than what
we have in dealing with an organiza-
tion promoted by a man, proven to be
in the pay of the republican party?
If any local in the party anywhere
was itself placed in the position of
Local Omaha, it would have to follow
the same course, or go out of exist-
ence. And, with the growth of the
movement, it will be to the interest
of the capitalist class to have the
movement divided as has been done in
Omaha. And no National Committee-
man, or local, really sincere in the
work, can afford to lay the way open
for party officials, speakers or rep-
resentatives, to work injury to the
party by giving-ald, succor and coun-
sel to its enemles, especially as these
enemies carry the name of Socialists.
It is upon these grounds that we
again reqaest action upon our protest
in line with the constitutional pro-
visions, and with the best interests of
the Socialist party.
Fraternally yours, .
The State Quorum: i
Parker 8. Condit, Chairman.
G. W. Wray. A
B. McCaffrey.
P. J. Hyland.
J. Alfred LaBille,
J. P. Roe, State Becretary.

Nebraska Party News.

The work of organization is pro-

and | Bressing nicely in Nebraska. Comrade
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party organization, two more lecture
stations were established at Columbus
and Schuyler,

No.l,mruuasm_to‘.mwmm

Realizing that for the best interests
of the movement, something must be
to make the work permanent,
each cpeaker will endesvor to estab-
lish classes at stations, where there
are none, for study of Marx, En-
gels, Liebknecht and other Socialist
authorities, gt

Local Omaha is already planning for
the coming of Ben Hanford, and the
greatest Socialist meeting of the year
is the object. An effort will be made
to get the largest hall in Omaha, and
also to get every wage worker out to
hear one of their own class talk on
“Socialism, the Hope of the World.”

J. P. ROE,
! State Secretary.
Omaha; Neb., Sept. 26, 1903.

“Dies About Twice A Year.”

Riverside, Cal., Sept. 24, 1803.
Dear Comrade: San Berpardino is
only ten miles from this place. Itisa
division of the Santa Fe. It has rail-
road shops. .In fact, it is just the
place where one would look for a large
local, and a clear one at that. But
such is not the case. San Bernardino
is the home of Richardson, California
National Commiteeman. “The same
Richardson was chairman at the San
Francisco convention, and he was the
chief mogul in the Fusion deal. There
is'a local in ‘San Bernardino of about
14 members and it dies about twice a
year regularly. They read the “Ap-

L
Notice Richardson's article in “Los
Angeles Soclalist.” One would think
he pever was a fusionist, and then,
too, just think of him condemning
Rork three months after this anarchist
had spoken for two weeks and palmed
himself off as a Socialist and Richarde
son never sald boo. Fraternally,

J. F. BURKHART.

“The article  referred to above Is
given below, as showing how one Na-
tional Committeman stands:

RICHARDSON REPUDIATES RORK.
Dear Comrade Corey:

Yours today at hand. You ask for
my “relation to the Rork movement.”
I have no relation whatever. I have
always refused to have anything to do
with any movement outside of the So-,
cialist Party, and shall continue to re-
fuse as long as I see evidence in that
party that it will get upon proper lines
and stay there.

The fusionists tried hard to side
track the.movement, though I do not
say (hat they intentionally tried to de-
stroy it. But recent events have
shown, /I think, what would have
happeneéd if we had followed their
leadership. They failled because men
cannot be led nor forced to adopt and
advocate any reform until they feel
the necessity for such reform. The
unions refuse to adopt Socialism, and

Socialists refuse to adopt simply
unjonism.
The Nebraska Socia.ist—the dom-

inant faction of them—are now follow-
ing a line of tactics that, to my mind,
is not only disgukting, but destructive
of our movement, even more so than
that outlined by the fusionists. If their
policy should -become prevalent, it
would be in order, because necessary,
to start a new movement. But I am
convinced that the outside their lim-
ited territory they have few sympa-
thizers. A national referendum for-
bidding such exclusion from our or-
ganization as Nebraska demands
would, I think, carry by above five to
one. It should be started.
- Now, the Rork movement, as I un-
derstand it, {8 an uprising against,
first, such narrowness as was display-
ed in the doctrine of the fusionists
and the few cranks that now dominate
the Nebraska Socialist movement;
and, second, against the leadership
that disgusts those outside ‘the move-
ment by its wrangling, quarreling,
petty contentions and fear “that the
movement may become so large as to
b SOCIALIST REID 9-29
become unwieldy;” in other words, the
leadership that imagines that if it
loses control, the whole thing goes to
the bow-wows instanter. .
‘While I regret such conduct on the
part of a fraction of cur membership, I
feel that Comrade Rork is qually in
error is going to the opposite extreme.
While they are too narrow, he is too
broad, and the tactics of either would
lead to disruption or reaction. Yours

truly,
N. A. RICHARDSON,
‘ Nat'l Com. for Cal.
San’ Bernardino, Sept. 2, '03.

“MIDDLE CLASS 'ANARCHISM.”
New Haven, Conn,, Sept. 16, 1903.
Seattle Socialist: 3
X I see my subscrip-

tion has ended and I enclose my re-

I was much interested in the letter
from Troy, New York, in the last two
issues regarding the ;l&lmyuot“tho
i " as a party builder, 80
u:n'::ph“luke our experience in Connecti-
cut. Not only is the “Appeal” no help,
but it seems to be a positive hin-
We at some ex-
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