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There is a perfect craze over all
kinds of preventives of digease. Every
magazine and paper has articles ane
editorials about. the many whys hy
which this frail body may be kept
in better, if not perfect, condition.
Boards of health and anti-tuberculosis
leagues are going the rounds giving
‘plcture shows which impress tpon the
mind the terrible things which hap-
pen as the results of uncl

First of all, mothers to forever
bear in mind that what a child needs
in the hot weather 1s ‘“absplutely
pure milk, pure air, plenty of sleep,
proper clothing and perfect cleanli-
ness!” '

The middle class mothers immed)-
ately agree for the most part, and
have,a great old time over the baby
question. But alas for the work moth-
er! With certified milk at fifteen
cents a quart, with pure alr at 2 prem-
fum; with plen‘iful sleep almost out
of the ghestion because of close quar-
ters, no comforts, heat, noise and the
like, with not even a vague idea in
# vast majority of cases, of what con-
stitutes proper clothing, even If It
were to be obtained; and with perfect
cleanliness about as possible of at-
tainment as perfect happiness under
such  distressing conditions—there
ceases to be any baby question! It's
every fellow for himself and the devil
take the hindmost—and the baby Is
always the hindmost!

Then along comes the fresh alr
. flend, who says that outdoor sleeping
is positively the panacea for almost
everything.

Of course In order to sleep In the
open one has to have something ou’
of doors upon which to sleep. A bal
cony, porch, platform on brackets,
tents, fire escapes, any old thing. Then
have awnings and Japanese screens to
keep out the sun and rain, and be sure
to have the porch enclosed with wire
netting to debar the mosquitoes and
flies. (Copper wire is best as it does
not rust—price is no object) And
there you are as far as a place Is

... COncemmed: Of -course you will Mave

a comfortable bed and proper cover-
ing—not forgetting an extra woolen
blanket to go across the fect, for use
in case the night tarns chfily. In
winter bave all wool pajamas and sleep
in a soft woolen sack and cap, apd
you are as snug as & bug in a rug.
It's fine (I speak from experience),
but somehow there aren’t enough fire
escapes to go around And the roof
is 80 crowded {n summer, and tho mos-
quitoes and flies are so bad, and the

sick bables cry so—but still it's a little
better than the tenements.

But In winter (you know it's but,
but but all the time and when it isa’t
“but” it 1s “if”), in winter the fire es-
capes have no Japauese screens and
no canvas to keep out the rain and]
snow, and no one cares  whether woolly

blankets and bags are plentiful or not.|.

Besldes, who wants to sleep out doorr
then, anyhow? It's better vo snugg'e
eloulo_lonoono—-mnmro
2 kid—so0 as to keep warm.

Yes, there is a screw loose some-
where! Whuummdmoum
of people isn't good for another, or
rather isn’t poseible for ancther and
there you are. What Is to be done
about it?
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It would never do to pass up Fletch-
erizing, for that i1s without any joking
the one thing about which there can
be no fault found! All there is to it
is this: BEat what you want, only
when you want it and take as long a
time as possible in the doing! Coula
anything be easier—or pleasanter?

For instance, you are not to eat cold
bolled potatoes for breakfast and noth-
ing else. Wow you are to eat the most
nutritious food and only such as your
appetite calls for. Then instead of be-
ing a pig and eating a sinker at noon,
or a red hot, wait until you crv out
inwardly—whatever that is—and ihe:
eat the most appetizing and nutritiol
food to be found on the market, Above
all never forget frult—and keep chew-
ing as loug as there Is a vestige,

There is only one thing wrong in
this grand scheme. Mr. Fletcher for
got to say how the most nutritious
foods are to be obtained on starvation
wages or no wages. No one will argue
with the Fletcherites at all. Then
scheme Is the grand thing all righe,

but the devil of it {s how to carry it|

out. Just tell us how to do it with-
out putting our “shoulder blades to the
wheel” and overturning the whole sys-
tem and we'll all take it up in & hurry;
in fact it's the thing we're all look-
ing for. But when it comes to using

| our-shoulder-bindes, -how we -do shy. |
One" would think we'd never had any

exercise,

The suit case makers knew their
businéss when they struck in the
“good old summer time.” If every or
ganization had the sense to strike or
make it posaible to strike at the psy-
chological time there would be a good
many strikes won that are being sys-
tematically lost.

JENSEN’S JABS

The Machinists’ strike is still on.
They are making a good fight. But
this fight is more than the fight cf
the machinists. It is the fight of every
man and boy working in the metal
industry, This the other trades have
failed to recognize. The molders and
the '‘patternmakers are working and
enabling the scab machinists to con-
tinue working. This is a condition to
which the average trades unionist
must awaken. The employing class
is fully aroused as to the necessity of
solidarity.

There is a Metal Trades Association,
the members of which work in per
fect harmony. But on the other side
we see the machinists on strike while

the molders and the patternmakers
continue working with scabs.

Other trades unlons, such as the
United Mine Workers, are gradually
realizing the solidarity of the Interests
of all vorking in their respective in-
dustry.

The Mine Workers consider that it
is of just as great importance to get
the “common” laborer into the union
as the most highly skilled miner, The
only ones excluded are the foremen,

In contrast to this we see some of
' the unfons In Seattle, as well as all
other cities in the country, make great
. efforts to have union foremen while
,uhotnubornolnpommvm
er the common laborer is & union map
" or mot, If any ome doubts this all
“he has to do Is to Investigate the
mmmm:’mm:m. ;
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The miner has nothing to lose but his
chains, He is a machine worker and
is therefore not fearing the Introduc-
tion of .any machinery whleh mlght
displace him,

~The United Mine Workers is & con-
slderable force in the labor move-
ment of this state, having upward of
4,000 membeérs. -It is perhape the larg-
est body afiliated with the State Fed-
eration of Labor.

The reason my thoughts wandered
to the miners is that they are just now
arranging for thelr Seventh Annual
convention of this (the tenth) district.
The convention will open In the La-
bor Temple of this city July 5th.

mmoonvnﬂmﬂuu'mgoa
joint conference with the mine op-

|erators im which the new proposed

wage agreement will be the chiet
Question under discussion. On the
outcome of this conference depends
much. If an agreement is not reached
a strike may be expected at the ea
piration of the present one next Sep-
tember.

terest will happen in this convention.

The 1. W. W. is making strenuous
efforts to organize the harvest hands
in the harvest flelds this year.

mmathummw
other y

the

45

that'

There.1s 5o doubt but that the Untt-

One thing is certain, things of in-,

| ol e Bl lives. You Capitalists have drivén the

Proletariat to Race Suicide by ‘the|
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I W. W. Achieve-
ments In Spokane

The Spokane Dallles of June 28th
record two news items which should
be credited to the Industrial Workers
of the World.

First, the City Jall {s provided with
three matrons for the first time in its
history, to care for the women pris-
oners. This reform is the direct re-
sult of the terrible treatment visited
by the Police upon the . W. W. wom-
en prisoners, especially upon Agues
Thecla Falr, whose description of her
treatment in a letier published in this
paper, almost shut “The Working-
man's Paper” out of the mails, The
Labor Unions and the Women's Clubs
of that ¢ity have made a long, hard
fight, opposed bitterly by the Chief of
Police, but have firally succeeded in
compelling the city council to provide
against any such outrages on helpless
women prisoners in the future,

The second achlevement recorded
the same day is coptained in the fol-
lowing clipping from the “Inland Her-
ald.” The readers of this paper do
not need to be told how this news of
Free Streets in Spokane records a
magnificent victory for the Proletari-
ans as represented by the 1. W. W.
whose president is Vincent St. John.

WITH LID OFF, STREET
ORATORS HOLD FULL SWAY

For First Time in Two Years Police
Permit Every One Free Speech.

For the first time I two years po-
lice-sanctioned street speaking oc-
curred Sunday night. The {ree
speech advocates could be heard for
blocks, while nearly 1,500 gathered to
listen to the ocontesting orators.

Everything trom the shrill soprano
of the female to the bass rudbie of
men and the harsh accompaniments
of brass and string instruments, to-
gether with brass and snare drums,
could be heard along Stevens and
other streets and avenues in ihe busi-
ness district.

The night was not without its al
tercations and disturbances. © The
Salvation Army parade of nearly 50
Insisted on having tha right ol way
acroas the car tracks when @ Unlon
Park car was tryinz to make a cross

i

l'l"l'tmro! the Satvationists mounted
the fender and held the car while the
rest passed over the track singing
“One More Victory,”

A vagrant interrupted the word
picture paintings of the Promised
Land by Rev. Amos Ham, colored,
who spoke of milk and honey, by de-
manding ham and eggs.

In both Instances the police

straightened out the difficulties and
sent all on their way contented.

The Croton Dam Strike, The Moyer-Haywood Trial, Ete.

THE COMET

OR, “YOU'VE

GOT NER

: By Winona Godfrey

(EDITORIAL NOTE.—~We have add-
ed the sub-titie to this story. In our
opinion “You've Got Neive” Is the
proper thing to say whenever wage
workers propose to marry and have
a family. The marriage ls all right,
the sooner the better, But the fam-
Hy? cut it out, mng workingmen
and working much It
goes against the grlln or against the
advice of Teddy.

If you read this story lnulllgonuy.
you'll know why you should not allow
yourselves to have children. It's hor
ribly unnatural, but it's still more
unnatural to kili your love for each
other and send your effspring Into this
world of wage slavery, producing such
mothers and grandmothers and “fam-
ilies” as are too truly drawn in this
little story from life, which can be
duplicated a milllon times in America;
yes, nearer five million times.

Do we advise infanticide or crim-
inal abortion? No, neither is neces-
sary, Thers are perfectly innocent
apd harmiess ways of preverting con-|
ception which you can learn from any
reputable physician and which are now
known and practiced by thousands of
young couples who have been driven
by Capitalist Necessity to deny them-

selves the tenderest joys of life.

Such advice will be termed wicked,

inal, against nature, etc,, etc., etc.
But why trifle with ‘the stern facts
of dally life? Why encourage crim-
inal abortion by refusing to enlighten
the young in time to prevent it? Thou-
sands of physicians derive large in-
comes from said criminal practices
and thousands of mothers ruin. their
heaith, or lose their lives, .by ignor
antly practicing the same upon them-
selves—aill b of your | and
criminal prudery or your stupid and
brutal adherence to Capitalist ‘Ethics,
which means Capitalist Interests, The
Capitalists” want. Surplus Bables to
make Surplus Men and Women out of,
80 as to have Surplus Laborers to
create Surplus Wealth for the Cap-
italist Masters. Of colirse Tneodore
Rooseveit abhors Race Suicide by the
Wage Class. If there were not more
workers than jobs, then he and his

higher wages—and then the workers
could afford to have babies.

It is up to the Capitalist Class and
[Capitalist Systemi that we have to
give this “unnatural” advice to the
Workingelass.. The Workingciass are
not to blm for their poverty, nor
for their oonloquon! childiessness. In
merest self protection the. young peo-
ple of the Proletariat are deliberately
refusing to pass on to any children of
theirs the wretchedness of their own

very conditions you have imposed upon

fellow Capitalists would have to pay|wrongs

“Got to eat, haven't I?" Stella re-

torted, almost deflantly. Her haggara

young face set in grim, unyouthful
lines as she busled herself about the
stock.

“I'm glad to see you,” Nell began
cordially. “When did you get back,
and why haven't you been to see

9 | me?”

The store bad just opened and It
was too early for customers, so the
two girls might converse with some
freedom. BStella did not look at her
friend, although her face softened a
little at the othér's affectionate tone.

“Nell, I just hated to see you all,
that's why. I wouldn't have come
back here only there didn't seem to be
anything else to do. I had to have
mother to look after the kid If I had
to gb to work"

tle, sympathetically. She read much
in her old friend's look and tone, more
than in her words,

“Why, what's the matter?” she
asked gently. Then, with some hesl-
tation, “Where's Tim?"

“I don't know,” sald the other
drearily. But after a second’s pause,
she burst out in low-voiced vehem-
ence,

“It's all off, that's what’s the mat-
ter! Tim and I have quit for good
and all, And I.wish I'd never seen
him!"”

“Oh, Stella!” cried Nell. ‘T'm aw-
fully sorry. 1 thought you and Tim
were going to be so happy.”

“8o did 1" sald the bther girl. Her
blue eyes suddenly filled with tears,
which she angrily winked away. She
was, however, unable to resist the
temptation to repeat the story of her
to sympathetic ears, and the
sordid little tale was soon Nell's.

Stella, pretty, gay, "popular with
the boys,” had fallen In love with Tim
Davis, a good looking clerk making
fifteen dollars & week. She was nine-
teen, he was twenty-two. They were
married. Then went to live with his
mother, who reser.ted this idea of tak-
Ing care of three with what had been

AULTS JUNK

“Pat” Scullin, notorious labor rene-
gade, is again In Seattle endeavoring
to start up a branch of his “Industrial
Peace Soclety,” organized for the pur
pose of “getting the working class and
the employers and the public together”
80 the employing class can more eas-
fly skin the working class dnd the
“public” buy its commodities cheaper.
It.is noteworthy that no representative
of big caplital and no representative of
labor signed the call for a meeting.
Pat might as well be on his way. La-
bor is on to his game in Seattle,

It's joyous to see the littie capital-
ists gouging one another. Just now
the Western Avenue commission mer-
chants and the hotel and restaurant
proprietors are having it hot and heavy
because the commission men are al-
leged to have formed a “gentlemen's
agreement” for the purpose of rals-
ing the prices of the commodities they
handie. It will not be long before the
usual gttempt will be made to get
Labor to pull the chestnuts of one
side or the other out of the fire, so
it may not be amiss to repeat here
that it doesn't make the least differ-
ence to Labor what they do; all we
will get will be a subsistence—and as
they need us to make their profits, we
can't get less. Our job Is to get Labor
together and take charge of the whole
blamed shooting match In our own in-
terests.

New York Is getting economical.
Its most recent effort to save the tax-
payers money resulted in the dis-
charge of 44 scrubbers and cleaners
who were probably making $1.50 &
day each—if that much. Another ex-
ample of the interests of the working
clasg belng in thé direction of lower
taxes.

Of course, Itou‘htnottobenoeel-
sary, but some workingmen will need
to be again reminded of Taft's unfalt-
ering enmity to them or any legisla-
tion that will benefit them. Last week
he spent prpbably the most strenu-

other representative of the capitalist
class put in Taft's place.

That much-heralded Rockefeller
grand jury in New York has at last
reported on the white slave investiga-
tion it has conducted. It has found
the white slave trade to be a myth.
There are no white slave traders and
no white slaves, Pleasant news to
the white slavers, no doubt. And as
for the slaves—they are only work-
ing girls, anyway, so what's the odds?
And besides, the Rockefellers un-
doubtedly own some of the houses
wherein the trade is carried on, so
what more could be expected?

That elongated mollycoddle by the
name of Matthews, who preaches in
the First Presbyterian. Church, has
distinguished himself again by being
the first preacher to congratulate Gov.
Gillette of California for preveuting
the Jeffries-Johnson fight being held
in San Francisco. He is also an-
nounced to talk to the young men of
the city on the subject of the “White
Life vs. The White Slave,” in which
he will speak plainly—and advise the
aforesaid young men to marry. Up
to date he has never been hccused
of trying to secure-more wages or bet-
ter working conditions for any work-
ingmen in this city or elsewhere,

Aftér making a howling pretense of
belng “revolutionary” and “working
class” and “proletarian,” ete., the
Tuck faction of the Soclalist party in
California have been shown up in
thelr true colors by two recent {ssues
of “The Word,"” of Oakland, which
has been re¥Vived In reduced form,
with Tuck as editor. In these two

issues there s no word of the work- .

ing class character of the Soclalist
movement, but ouly absolute sub-
servience to the present Socialist par
ty and fulsome praise of the candw
date for Governor, J, Stitt Wilson,
late of the “social Crusade.” Wilson
Is a preacher noted for his abhor-
rence to working class tactics and he
is touring the state in an automobile
loaned by one ol the “working class”
Socialists of Pasadena, Cal. Of course
it's hard to blame a blind for
the way he makes his living, dut I

think Tuck has fallen pretty low,
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to that class as a whale?
This question
ﬁoa. It:mlwlbhmmﬁtum

wu-kingmenw hich does not bear.its own brand.

occasion, this paper seeks
mmmmmm
“The Workingman'

ItmpporuthnUNION

cided from this
‘We do not set up any
ment. We follow, notiotu.tlnt

“The Workingman's
other hand, theoretically, like all

The immediate aim of “The W 's Paper”

: FORMATION OF THE PRO

ered, by this or that would-be universal

These conclusions merely
historical movement going on under our very eyes.

mmybymocmumd-nm

Workingmen of all countries, unite!
To assist in

other

ether with multitudes now
a UNITED L:go

R PARTY.

T . WMNMM&M&)
hMM“%WM-WW&MWM«&WmMM

hMMMMwmdﬂanm particular

an organ exclusive branch of Proletarianism. thduthtlucﬂﬁal
assume, hummmhm«emn.mm-&nmm

mhpu"’nupodhthl.w.
;oodinthe&.“.dl..ndmhbclm‘ll‘.&!:!’. l::l:zuuﬂinnﬂdm This critical method is
also constructive, for seeks to and to the evil in all
&a- dp.t;nw- good remove Andoncmy

Pw"d&umu&wfmumumwwmmumm

age-Workers,

Wodv&nmmummwmmmathpxdm&tunwm Aupdidumdo-

mm#dmmww&hwmmmm&dcudulm
Movement.

: Workingman's Paper” is distinguished from partisan journals of the working class by this only: 1.
In the om-mxmm.mmmmmumwmwmpxm.ﬁ’m
to the front the common intercsts of the entire Preletariat, independently of all apparent divisions, national, in
dustrial or 2, hmcvamm‘uddevobpmm'hichthcmgho(mcw«ﬁuﬂmm
the isic has to pass through, this paper will always and everywhere, in the future, as in the past ten
years, strive to represent the interests of the movement as a whole.

; g ch‘m?om‘u.wthamhm
ute organization e Workers wherever found, those organizations
> scientific Proletarian publications, we have the: :
mﬁchlﬂyund«ﬂndhgthﬁudmh.thcmdiﬁwnudtheulﬁmummud -
ian movement,

* is the same as that of all other really,
namely: 'ARIAT INTO ONE CLASS, om'ruuo
SUPREMACY, CONQUEST OF POLITICAL POWER BY THE PROLETARIA

Om&mmmhunyhﬂmm«pmmmnnbmm«dim
mmmmmm-ﬂmﬂn‘mwh&wm
‘We disdain to conceal our revolutionary views and aims. Weopnlydodnndmprohuﬂmudnmbunt-

social foundations. Let the ruling class tremble at a Prole-
tarian Revolution. The Proletarians have nothing to lose but their chains. - They have & world to winl

organizing the Wage m«awm.mmaﬁmm“mm&
paper was founded in 1900, nmmmmhmo.
The Proletarian elements now scattered in A. F. of L, L. W. W, W. F. of M, 8. P,, 8. L. P,, U.WW and
together as

unorganized
To that end this paper is devoted.

Pratetaraniam bot 5ot

u-x':mmmuuz

in the “I'm a Bum” seng; but it also sess

y every advanced and reso-
push forward all others; en the
over Labor

Proletarian organs,
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What to Do

Here is a Jetter from one of our oldest and best supporters, Austin
Boudreau, of Attleboro, Mass.: “Please find Money Order for Fifty Cents,
to pay up my ‘arrears. Please discontinue sending your paper. Belleve me,
I am very sorry for this, but I do not like your present policy. Yours with
Regret.”

‘We are not recelving very many such letters, not nearly as many as we
Most of our readers seem to lJook at our changed policy as the

tod
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Beginning With Oct. 10 Thers Is Be-
ing lssued a Sonday Edition of

The New York Call

This Sunday paper, for which there
will con-

pature of a weekly
be able to circulate to every part of

“NOT THE BIGGEST SUNDAY '
PAPER BUT THE BEST.”

exp
worker from Minneapolis, quoted last week:
1 want to hear all sides.”

“I don't agree with you, but

‘We are not sure what particular position our present correspondent occu-
ples, though we think he is a good Socialist Pariyy man. We wish he had
designated his point of disagreement.

Surely, Boudreau does not disagree with this paper in its n;ht for the
Emancipation of the Wage Workers. It always stood for that, when he was
working to get us subscribers in the years we supported the 8. P.

Is it that we want the Wage Workers to emancipate themseives, that
we do not believe the Middle Class can emancipate the Wage Class? This
paper always stood for that also; it has consistently opposed all compro-
mises with Capitalist parties and principles. Those who are behind “The
Workingman's Paper” were expelled from the Socialist” Party for malntain-
Ing this very principle, that the Socialist Party must be a Wage Class organi-
zation, at least fundamentally. It was for this that Walter ‘Thomas Mills
came to this state and founded a paper to run us out of existence. It was
for our criticlsm of the “Appeal” nine years ago because‘'it stood for a
Middle Class program, “Public Ownership of Monopolies,” that Wayland
duwnnodndﬂndend&humwhmumnmmmm
dmhﬂoalnnlﬂmyttokﬂluoﬂ. It is because we have not hesitated
to name _!amu. when they represented Middle Class tendencles, as Victor
Berger for instance, that we have incurred the hostility of every one in the
‘Proletarian Movement who stands for such tendencies. And now that the
Soclalist Party has actually ceased to be a Proletarian organization and is
making its main appeal to the Middle Class Interests, as in Milwaukee, this
paperh.bnluulymlqmtlnmmunlmolmupurwunotnwadwbo
the organ of Proletarian Emancipation.

In what does A\uﬁn Boudreau, or others like him, disagree with us in

;| this attitude? Would they have us support the Socialist Party, just because

it is called Boclalist; would they have us call a wolf a sheep because it calls
itself & sheep; would they haye us accept Dr. Cook as a hero, just because
he labels himself, Discoverer of the North Pole?
xzu-mwmmmmammmummmmm
occupy the magnificent battle ground offered to it. We have pet In nine
years of the hardest kind of work in consection with that party. We have
many of our personal friends in’ that party, with who mit is bhard to
agree. We have not a’word of invidious criticlsm to offer against a
one of them. But it is the province of “The Workingman's Paper” to
the Class of Workingmen and not any individual in that class,
valued as a friend. It is solely because we belleve the Socialist
Mﬁo%%&tnmmnwww»m

present state of unrest and investigation among the Unian men everywhere,
you can further working class unity to the end of abolishing Capital itself
and its attendant wage slavery,

You can join the 1. W. W. too. Why not? ‘Itnuybounrehnoother
Union covering your occupation, as the Loggers, for example. It may be
there is no Union at all where you are.  Then organize one, even it you do
not affiliate with any national body. Get together, even if you do lose your
job for your pains. What are you on -egrth for, anyway? Just simply to
wear chains in contentment? By all means get together with your fellow
workers against the Capitalists, wherever you are. If you are & Farm Hand,
for lnstance, organize for shorter hours and better beds and bétter food.
And aiways educate about your Class Interests, about the Unpaid Labor upon
which Capital is bullt, about the Robbery in Wages, about the Revolution
committed to the Wage Class,

L L] .

What political party shall you support? That is a much harder question.
For there is at present no Proletarian Political Party in existence. And you
will recollect we cannot advise you tn nppon anything that is not Prole
tarian in its tendencies.

Both the so-called Socialist parties are led by Middle Class people, what-
ever their pretensions. They have practically no following among the wage
class—outside Milwaukee. Think of it. There are Sixteen Milllon Voters
in the U. 8. Tke two “Soclalist” parties bhave less than Fifty Thousand
members altogether, and these are constantly dropping out and replaced by
raw recrults, That means there {8 not one constant Socialist voter, who
can be depended on, to every 300 voters in the country., Counting all the
votes.secured at the last electlon, they amount to less than 3 per cent. It
is as nothing, after at least Twenty Years of work. If you reckon the pro-
prtion of enlightened, revolutionary Proletarians to be found in the country,
those who cannot beé misled by any temporary, makeshift, Middle Class
political attempts, whether called “Soclalist,” or “Labor,” or “Democratic,”
why, this number is an exceedingly small per cent.

Yet there is a rising, unformed Class Consclousness pervading the Wage
Class everywhere, which must soon take shape in combined action for politi-
cal ends, that is, to get control of the power now lodged in Government.

We freely admit we do not see at present any organization mlong politi-
cal lnes worthy of proletarian support. We also admit we cannot see the
force of the oft-asserted maxim that there must be two wings to the wage
class, the Economic and the Political. We cannot see why there should be
& double organization of the Proletariat.

What Is needed, 1s United Class Actiom, of whatever kind, for Class
ends. Therefore, this paper supports all action looking in that direction. Tt
supports the A. F. of L., because it is composed of Proletarfans’organized
as such, and more and more driven, In lplt.n of reactionary leadership, toward
Industrial Unity, It supports the I. W. W., because, in spite of much irre-
sponsible leadership, it is organizing the unekilled workers and is fighting
ud exposing the short-sighted selfishness of mere Trades-Unionism.

We esteem it the duty of every wage worker to be & member of one|
or both of these organizations, and to work day and night therein, for the
vmammvcmmmrmrowcmmxmmmuzounm
session of Cuwalutlc property in the most practicable m
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ployer ‘may dcprlve of m this proletarian 1s piaced in the
volting, iohuman position conceivable for a human being.:

2

“The slave is assured of a bare lvelthood

' his master, the serf has at least a

has, at worst, a guarantee for life q

depend upon himself alone, and {s yet prevented from so applying
abilities as to be able to rely upon them. '

“Everything that the proletarian can do to improve his position.

mamlnmmmwﬂmmm varying chances

/which he is exposed, over which he has not the slightest control.

hthou-lvoonbkotdmmbhmmmwm
must count himself fortunate when he has saved his life

shaped

1, to
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short time; and his character and way of living are nal l
whirlpool,

by these conditions. ™ | r

“mt.herhomhwkoophhhnd abon water in this ;
rescue his manhood, and this he can do solely in rebellion against
class’ which plunders him and then abandons him to his fate, Wi which
strives to hold him in this position so demoralising to a human being;
or he gives up the struggle against his fate as hopeless, and strives to
profit, so far as he can, by the most favorable moment,

“To gave is unavailing, for at the utmost he cannot save more than
suffices to sustaln life for a short time, while if he falls out of work,
it is for no briet period. To accumulate lasting property for himself
{s impossible; and, if it were not, he would only cease to be a working-
man, and another would take his place. What better thing can he do,
then, when he gets high wages. than live well upon them?

“The bourgeolsie is violently scandalized at the extravagant living
of the workers when the wages are high; yet it is not only very natu-
ral but very sensible of them to enjoy life when they ean, instead of
hyingupmunmwhlchmoxnomuuwwthom.undvhlchln
the end moii and rust (that is, the bourgeoisie) get possession of."—
From “Condition of the Working Class in England iu 1844, three years
before Engels and Mark together wrote the “Communist Manifesto,”

‘The Eclipse of Marx

The modarn Christian declares Jesus his master and model, yet in prac-
tice ignores the ethics of Jesus. The modern Socialist accepts Marx as his
Economie Master, but ignores the central teaching of Marx.

That Jesus was an altrulst it did not need Tolstol to show. His “Turn
the other Cheek,” and his “Love your Neighbor,” were embodied in his life
and pre-eminently in his death.’ He was a real miracle of sympathy, if his-
toric, and an equally miraculous ideal, it literary only. In either case, those
who believe in him profess to follow him. He is their great exemplar.

What & miracle of inconsistency is John D. Rockefeller as a disciple of
the meek and lowly Nazarene; or Archbishop Ireland; or the ordinary busi-
ness man, let alone the soldier or policeman. It actually seems inconcelv-
able, this acceptance of the ideals of morality contained in the Sermon on
the Mount and this practice of Jungle morality in the fierce competition of
the commercial world. Yet the Christians seem unconscious of the hideous
incongruity. Rockefeller continues to “love Jesus” and kill his competitors.
Mijlions go to church every Sunday, mdpneuce“'l‘honevﬂuu(hohlnd-
most,” every week day.

In a precisely similar way, thopto:ouedtollowmotxullurxcut
thelr master'’s main ided. They praise Marx to the skies as the greatest of
all sclentific economists, as the only man who has revealed the true secret
of Capitalist soclety. They rejoice at the translation of the last volumes of
his masterpiece, “Capital,” into English, and hasten.to put all his works on
their bookshelves. Socialists are just as proud to be Marxians as church-
men are to be Christians,

. &

Now, what is the main fdea from end to end of Marx's “Capital”? Ina
single phrase, it is Unpald Labor. That is his own favorite expression, as
much as Love is the keymote of Jesus. According to Marx, Capital itself
is produced and reproduced in continunus cycle from Unpaid Labor. Ac-
wﬂnctou-n.whmlmhpddhhvua,nmlummam
labor, over and above his wages, is withheld from him by.his employer with-
out any compensation, taken from the wage-worker for mothing. In simplest
Icn.ltmuuwld?wboﬂmtorvmday’umk.mmmuumu
& surplus for himself out of your day’s product equal to another Two Dollars,
more or less. This Burplus Product, this Unpaid Labor of the immense
pumber of Proletarians, or 'Wage-Workers, is the very source and secretiof
Capitalist accumulstion. Here is the real confiscation, the real robbery,
mudvﬂhvﬂohdlthemﬂdmﬂndthhvmudmm
are the merest drops in the bucket. In fact, all these other forms of graft
nnonlyubdlvmon-otthhmnodmn‘mﬁ.

L

All that seems simple enough. There is nothing mysterious or recon-
dite, mmwmmumrmpmwun.mm
mmmsmmuu-mmmummuwmnnmvm-
out the payment of a cent. That is indeed the very proposition which every
‘wage worker will understand most naturally. For it is moré and more of his
‘product, higher wages and less_hours of labor, that every worker is con-
cerned to get, and that all Unions fight to obtain. - Unconscious of
Heonomic Fact that. Marx wrote his masterplece .to elucidate, and
spent his life to get the Working Class to understand, the Working
" fitself has organized its industrial armies to attack this Citadel of Capita

ummumuunmnmuuotmmmmmm

of society, than this agreement of his theory with the sctual development
of the Proletarian tactics.

.
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the scientific achievement of Karl Marx, pushed to
fessed followers? Why, for instance, in the Platform
- of the U. B. in 1904, was there only & single reference
Labor, and this reference dragged in as a subordinate clause,
sistence wage”? And it may be sald here, that this clause was only
st the instance of the writer of the present editorial. The omission of the
whole fundamental Theory of Socialism was en‘irely and quite unconsciously
overlooked by sll the rest of the Platform Committee, consisting of such
representative Soclalists as Wmmmw Pre-

|
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l|is to fight them and to beat them.” That does not sound like timidity and in-
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T he Middle Class Rebelhon

: (Wmarmumo.mn
Aside from the Trusts themselves, the 'most conspicuous phenomenon in
the United States today is the Rebellion of Small Business against Big Busi-

- Pinchot versus Ballinger is at bottom Small Business rebelling
agalnst its exclusion by Big Business from all business. Gifford Pinchot him-
self sald last Christmas: “For whose benefit shall the national resources be
wmmmzdmwummmmmtamuﬂ
The great conflict now being fought will decide.”

Ballinger and Taft have Big Business bebind them. There is no practical
doubt Ballinger was selected for his cabinet pogition by and for the enormous
Capital invested in Metal Mines, in order to insure to the Guggenheims and
their associates the possession of the Alaskan treasures of copper and coal.
Pinchot's contention s that these treasures should be retained by the Gov-
ernment s0 &8 to give equal oppertunity for their use to the “American Peo-
ple;” that is, to the small Investor and prospector, He invelghs against “Ex-
mdvahoﬂuhw&OmnmldNMhmlmmeynhv.

® o o

There are many theorizers who, following Marx siavishly, claim the Mid-
dle Class is too timid to put up & fight for itself, that it is Jisintegrating and
bas no future. But the American Middle Class has different traditions and
training from the *“Petty Bourgeoisie” ard small traders referred to by Marx.
The best representative of this American Middle Class is'Theodore Roosevelt,
the Strenuous, No one will deny that he1s & good fighter. Other words of
Giftord Pinchot have the ring of battle in them, as follows: *“We have al-
lowed the great corporations to occupy with their own men the strategic points
in business, in social and in political life.”” “The only thing to do with them

capacity.
e * ®

The “Insurgents” among the Republicans, like La Follctte and Cummins
in the Senate and Norris and Poindexter in the House, with their Small Busi-
ness backing of Farmers and Merchants in the West, are only another mani-
festation of this Middle Class Rebellion.

. The Bryan Democrats are another branch, though less capable and more
politic.

The vast growth and success of the cheaper Magazines in the last five
years is directly due to the fact that they voice the popular discontent with
the unparalleled development of the monopolistic trusts. . JEverybody's”
Wm;mmummummmmmaromum-mm
attacks on “Standard OiL" The swarm of “Muck-Rakers,” like Charles Ed-
ward Russell, Judge Lindsey and Stannard Baker, are pald for and inspired by
the militant hosts of these Middle Class Rebels.

Wha! «~ill be the result? Is it possible for the Rebellion to become a
Revolution? Wil this American Middle Class, consisting of millions of men
who have hitherto been spccessful In business; men selected and hardened
for conflict by their two centurles of experience as Ploneers; will they win
this battle against the comparatively small Army of Monopoly, Special Privi-
lege, Incorporated Wealth?

Those who glibly say they have no chance, because the Laws of Comblns-
tion ‘will defeat them inevitably, may have miscalculated social forces. ¥or
the next step in the evolution of American soclety may be Government Owner-
ship In the interest of the Middle Class. “Conservation” means, as Pinchot
says, that “our natural resources must be'conserved for the benefit of the
many.” The Government, by this plan, shall retain its ownership of the coal
fields of Alaska and of the power cites on streams, so as to forestall private
ownership and monopoly and to insure “Equal Opportunity.”

Suppose Roosevelt, on his return, with his immense popularity and genius
for forceful leadership, shall openly defy “Cannonism” and “Aldrichism” and
Taftism, there is no doubt he can be re-electéd as the Napoleon of the Middle
Class Rebellion.  He will have behind him a Congress overwhelmingly Middle
Class and Anti-Monopoly. What Is to prevent comprehensive legislation 1n
the direction of Middle Class Socialism? Gifford Pinchot is now on his way
across the Atlantic to be the first to consult with the returning Roosevelt on
the Conservation Issue.

Mhmuwunvmmmmmmzmmmumwot
his last December: “The Conservation issue is a great moral issue. When a
foew men get possession of one of the necessaries of lifs, either through own-
orship of a natural resource or through unfair business methods, and use that
control to extort undue profits, as In the recent cases of the Sugar Trust and
Besf Packers, they Injure the average man without good reason, and they are
oulltyof.mlm"

Such a call, addressed to the expropriated masses of the Middle Class,
appealing to their interests and conscience alike, is certain to be recelved with
militant fervor. wmmt,uvmua.mmuumumm
Rockefellers, the Guggenheims, the Ammmwmvmvm
produced by this Industrial Age and to use it to debauch municipal councils,
state legislatures and courts, and even national officials, creating a Relgn of
Graft unexampled in all history?

To this national question, put in the name of “The Common People,” and
of “The Right to Life, Liberty and the Pursult of Happiness,” may arise an
instantaneous and overwhelming Middle Class vote in favor of the Restraint
of Monopoly by means of Government OWnership of the Monopolistic Trusts,
including the Rallroads, the Alaskan' and other Coal Mines, the Ofl Trust, the
Meat Trust, the Bugar Trust, the Copper Syndicate, and all other “Bad”
Trusts.

This will be “Bourgeois Soclalism,” the kind that has for its battle cry,
“Let the Nation Own the Trusts,” the kind of Soclalism that Bryan was
wmummmmm‘otmmum
popular, the kind of Soclalism that Victor Berger and Samuel Gompers rep-
resent, and that the Soclalist Parties of both Europe and America are coming
uirnnnu.
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nubmmmmamm Wage Labor.
There is no suggestion in the program of Roosevelt or Bryan or Hearst or of
any other of these “Radical” spokesmen of “The Common People,” that the
appropriation of profit from the employment of wage workers shall cease,
mmmmmmumnuwmmmnm
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unjon of Middle Class élements in soclety can be effected stroug enough to

p| withstand the purchasing and disintegrating influences of wholesale bribery,

mnuhwnlmanudlhw“cmmmhmduu like New
York and.San Francisco, point in this direction.,

nnnhnmunmydwmmmmmud.
and henco, if the Middle Class Rebelilon shall prove sbortive, then Aldrich and
Cannon and Taft and Ballinger, and all the rest of the tools of Great Capital
in the State, are indeed the servants of Progress, unconsciously hastening the
mmmmwammwuwmwamcumuor
Industry.

To be sure, such & progress Js won at the expense of personal liberty and
the extension of wage slavery, and the utter extinction of the entire class of
splendid fighters who have bullt America out of the wilderness.

Yet it is better that one Middle Class generation should perish than that
ten generations of Proletarians should live and die in slavery.

‘When the Trusts have developed into The Trust, when all productive In-
dustry in the United States has been unified under one management, and the
Government {s nothing but the repressive power of this centralized, syndicated

| Oligarchy of Wealth, then the #Common People” and the exploited Proletariat

will be identical and have identical interests, and consequently will form &
vast and irresistible Revolutionary Class.

The sooner this centralisation of economic and political power is accom-
plished, the better the prospect for such an exploited class being competent
for united and revolutionary action; for the present American Middle Class
or thelir children will make poor slaves and rebellious subjects.

Consequently, we regard it as desirable and progressive that the Present
‘Midde Class Rebellion should not succeed, that Bourgeols Socialism should
be exposed for what it is, an attempt to help the Class of Little Business to
perpetuate itself and to postpone indefinitely the day of Wage Labor's Emanci-
pation.

The m to the immediate situation les with lhe American Working
Class.

The Middle Class Rebellion &
the Wage Class.

The victory of Big Business and the abolition of Little Business also de-
pends upon the action of the Proletarians.

It is announced that Gompers is contemplating the formation of & palitical
party to be composed of the Unions affiliated with the American Federation
of Labor, in combination with certain Farmers' organizatons, alleged to num-
ber some three milllon voters. If this be true and such a party ls formed, it
wifl be in direct line with the Middle Class Rebellion outlined in this article.
For these Farmers’ Unlons are not organizations of the Farm Laborers, but of
the Small Farm owners, Their pi goes no further than Public Ownmhlp
of Public Utilities, combined with the Utoplan demand for the Initiative and
Referendum, as if this method of voting were not more susceptible to control
by Big Capital than the present representative system.

ds for its

letarian Labor and Agrarian Small Capital, is sufficlently obvious. It would| e
easily form a basis for the Middle Class Rebels to huild their political rebellion
on. If the American Working Class s so little enlightened as to its own 1o-
terests and so lacking Initiative as to follow such allen proposals, then indeed

It were far better to have the combination existing in San Francisco made
national in scope, namely, that Labor should unite with Big Capital and the
Slum to win political power; in which case, the Middle Class will go t6 the
wall, the Trusts will complete their efficlent organization of soclety and the
Wage Class will be consolidated into a mighty, revolutionary and irresistible
soclal force.

And there you are. It is up to the Proletariat.

If it follows the reactionary lead of Gompers and unites its forces with
the Middle Class Rebels, it may delay for many years the abolition of Class
Rule in soclety and its own elevation to equal participation in the benefits of
human invention.

But if it works with Big Capital to destroy the Middle Class, root and
branch, with the greatest possible celerity; or if, better still, the Proletariat
shall act together as one man, both industrially and politically, for its own
class interests exclusively, then it will display an historic initiative and mill-
tant hegemony, which will make for the most rapld evolution out of society
burdened with Class Antagonism into that association, sure to come some
time, “in which the free development of each is the condition for the free de-
velopment of all.”

on the co-operation of |

The reactionary character of a Gompers political party, composed of Pro-|tres

the Middie Class may succeed In saving itself and in prolonging Wage Slavery. |,
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Some six years ago, this paper printed a Soclalist Party platform from
Olathe, ‘Kansas, entitling it, “Brick or Cement, Which?" It was received
with roars of laughter at the National Convention at Chicago in 1904; for the
ubmummmmzmmphmmwmmumommd
‘build its . mddwﬂho(bﬂckotmnt.n\osoq#lmmh
Muqntndmuwwnmuwmnmtwm ‘e doubt
mnﬂumwmhemnkodlnluob!mfmmmmmmd
below. For it is exactly in line with the example set by Milwaukee and so
delightedly and universally acclaimed by the Socialist Party of the United
States.

The Milwaukee motto is, “An Honest City Mmlnl-trstlon. An Economic
Administration, A Clean City, A Square Deal, A Fair Day's Wage,” & purely
' Middle Class set of measures. From Tampa to San Diego spring up the Mid-
dle Class responses to the Milwaukee slogan, revealing as with a magnetic
touchstone, the real underlying Middle Class character of the Socialist Party
constituency. Clearly, the Party was held to Proletarian principles and the

Class Struggle theory for so long, only by the force and superior economic;

knowledge of a comparatively few leaders of the organization. The American
Socialist Party was an outgrowth of the Middle Class Populist Party combined
with & group of anti-De Leon 8. L. P. members and a number of radical and
discontented people from all ranks. It Is now Mke the sow returned to her
vomit, when it adopts these Milwaukee and Tampa demands.

L

.

Notica in this Tampa production: (1) It is addressed “To Citizens,” not,
To Wage Workers, nor even, To Workingmen. (2) It hastens to state in the
very first sentence, We address you “Citizens,” “WITHOUT FAVORING ANY
CLASS.” Search every one of the sixteen planks in this telltale piatform
and see if you can discover any suspicion that the Soclalist Party favors the
Wageclass except the single and Inconspicuous Number Frurteen, “An 8-hour
day and the Union scale,” a mere sop to the votes of the clgar makers., (4)
The burden of the platform appears in such expressions as “Wasting the Peo-
ple's Money,” Punish the Grafter, Relleve “an already overtaxed citizenship,”
“Special Privileges to None” (the very words of all the Rebels of the Pinchot
Middle Class army). (6) According to the Interlinings of ex-Secretary Davis,
two of the three candidates signing the platform are small business men in
whose mouths such insurgent sentiments sound as natural as the muck-
rakers themselves.

Yet we suppose a good many workingmen will read these criticilsms of
ours and wonder what is our grouch. They will see nothing in this Tampa
Platform to kick about. They will even declare that this Sociallsm of Milwau-
kee and ’I‘nmpa is something they can understand and would be willing to
vote for.

Sure thing. Most workingmen are led by the nose through what they read
in the dally papers. They haven't the faintest idea that the dally papers are
run in the interest of the employers exclusively, nor that the W'orking Class
is not interested in lower taxes, nor that the cry of “Special Privileges to

hooMnnmmmuunthowmm' Do you believe that?
editor knew what he was talking about, for he says, “The labor-
mummmwuumuumwmu
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necessities of Iife.” Do you agree to that? Have you given up hope of
mmmmmwhhhmum-mm
muwr Whymmmoaaontn-,
grafters, when all you can get or “expect” to get 1s merely, mersly, MERELY,
“the necessities of life.” Ymeouldn’tvmwaﬂmummmmm
“necessities,” could you? And you won't get any“more if taxes are lower.
For remember, “There is no possibility of your receiving anything more than
thnwmnﬂ-,uxuh'orumhu.m(wtormm That editor
lpohmmmthvhnhpnnmnnmmthhmdw“'mi
les at the basis of political economy, though most workingmen are as ignorant
otMth'umomWMlmdmm
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Wlutreﬂﬂodtlhmdemndnandmut:etuthAboutwnome
the stoppage of the robbery that always hak and slways will occur in the
payment of wages. Reu!odtusmmemmewmndemcun
from this necessity of accepting the mere nécessities of life as wages, and
handing over all the surplus to those who enjoy the luxuries of life. The ore
“Special Privilege” which the Wage Worker is interested in suppressing is
the Special Privilege which the Capitalist Class enjoys, of skinning him.
But that Special Privilege the Muckrakers never say a word about, and the
Tampa Soclalist Party Socialists fight as shy of as the Devil of holy water.

Advanced Socialism

Port Inglis, Fla., June 14, 1910,

“The Socialist,” d
Seattle, Wash,

Dear Comrades:

I have been kept on the eternal “hustle for grub” in points remote from:
the convenlences of civilization for the past two years, and have not kept up
with the growth of the movement in this country. You can imagine the effect
on my nerves when I recelved yesterday a private letter written on the back
of the enclosed document,

Vague rumors of victory in Wisconsin, npnmchlu success in Comnectl-
cut and New York have reached me and I have several times been on the
point of seeking further and more accurate information; but this! and from
Tampa, where we once had a few real soclalists among the party members—
enough, T had hoped, to leaven the whole lump—this is the limit. I have got
to know the worst. Is the grain all husk? Some stamps enclosed, Send me
a few coples of “The Soclalist,” or whatever else you call the paper now pro-
ylding by that other name, it smells as sweet, and if yon have not also taken
up with this new advanced Soclalism which is a little beyond my depth I will
subscribe later. Yours for a working class party,

HERBERT C, DAVIS.

“TO'THE CITIZENS OF TAMPA:

g the peopl

vicious practice of

money by supp
THIRD: Woe advocate and urge the adoption of a more
cape prosecution after two years.

and cemfort of our citizens, and realizing as we do that a healthy
s active and vigorous sanitary
SIXTH

EIGHTH: Realizing as we do the supreme necessity of

2 City Hall as so0n as funds can be secured for that purpose. %

shall not be interfered with.

-.k
-hn-:

-Socialist Municipal Platform

WE the Socialist Party of Tampa, in Convention Assembled, have nominated candidates for the various City Offices to be . ., ,
flled at the general city elections to be held June 7th, 1910, and declaringourselvesto be in full sympathy with socialist principles
and philosophy, we feel that we can especially solicit the aid of all good Citizens, upon the following issues: o

FIRST: WoM&MMMﬂMMd&GV-A&hmM&W
mduludiqnqndhmdthCuﬁmeuﬂMolwm-p-dnllyduumthpu-t :
i ting a horde of useless officers and paying office rent in expeasive build-
mwhuih%ﬂnﬂm-ilybomhuﬂwluuﬂpnddm

SECOND: w.muwa..wmummmu-umn

people, who shall have the ‘power to remove any oficer whalls conduct in office is contrary the best interests of the whole City.
FOURTH; Woe shall use our best efforts to secure the repesl of the Stats Law, which allows a Political Grafter to es-

FIFTH: Wndmdhbuﬁnﬂ-&wdhmmhwnmudmhm

“department.
f Aﬂunkﬂgymt&ﬂMMuhﬂmhunmn‘MmMnhﬂ
use every means within our power to secure this much peeded improvement with all convenient haste.
SEVENTH: And as it is almost impossible to move the heavy apparatid of the fire department over most of oyr .
dymﬂhwdmdmﬂdmumdh—m-hmﬂmﬁ:qdmmmu&b
mand the immediate paving of sdditional streets, we promise to curry on this much needed improvement with

sacred word that this important department shall be organized upon the basis of capacity and ability alone
NINTH: We shall uthmmhMﬁnudnhM:%anv&hmw

TENTH: We shall under no circumstances allow sny sub-division to be added to, the City if it is within ouf powpr to
mkk“hmmvﬂowmmm&mdhnwdmmd-ﬁ

ELEVENTH: Womhhmumhqm&ﬂmdmdqmm-w‘uﬁnmdq
_-v.uhumummmbhwh““wmmﬂmm

TWELFTH: And whereas we realize it to be one of the chief objects of civilized society to establish good govem-

ments, maintain order and protect life and m,ndnnmwb-duunmawnd effective pﬁalmq
“nnmmhpﬁmmhmﬂhnﬂuﬁ“ﬁa”nmﬂmmm efforts to securs men
huwmwbm““ﬂmmnﬂthww-‘v& badge of the Chy’n
.Awthority.

THIRTEENTH' Soh-hm%hwrmﬁ.ddvﬂhd&qumﬂmnm-d

our fellow citizens a day of rest and recreation, with no attempt to enforce a so-called Blus Sunday Law. ‘ »
, FOURTEENTH: We favor the 8 hour day and union scale of wages.
‘FIFTEENTH. mmazmmummdm-muucmauuum

SIXTEENTH: M'hmhﬁqmquoﬂshnhm«puhmh&d

its individual members; snd whereas no private corporation could long ‘escape bankruptcy if it farmed out to private persoos the e
*mduwﬂpﬂ.”&umuummhﬂmmsmmw iy
mn-umbwhbavhhm'ﬁumwhﬁhmm ot
h”mmhm»“dmhm"wﬂmmnﬁ i o
" ready overtuxed MM-M#%%‘MmMM*ﬂm-A year, &3 profits in- A Sl

10 the coffers of the private individuals who own them, and a3 every dollar of thess pmbis are collectsd from our own people; it A
»_‘»ﬂMlﬁ&Mﬁ%ﬁhﬁnmmdMMuaﬂm‘nmu
o stroets p&w 3 because af

mﬂhudmwywhbuh

city must first be 2 clean city, we pledge curselves to maintain .~ |

unremitting vigor.
quick and'intelligent action at a timé of fire, we pledge our
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It was not spelled very well, but
there was and desperation
in every line. And the one that read
it was weary and desperate, too. She
took the child and came home—to &
grudging family and curious friends.

Here she was, after those three
years of married life, back in her old

place in the department store, wiser,
bitterer, and with the child to sup-
port on the wages that had barely
sufficed for herself,

“Yes,” she finished In self-scorn, “I
thought I was going to be so happy!
Tim’s all right—he's just where he
was before, but look at me! What 've
I got to show for that six months of
fun and three years of misery? And
there's the kid on my hands, too. Oh,
I don't mean that I don't love him,”
she added, quickly, “but what's going
to become of him? I'm thinking about
that already. He'll grow up in the
streets, and it don't seem like he could
have much backbone. I didn't give
him much of a father”

Something {n the phrase caught Nell
like a revelation. Indeed, Stellas
whole recitation of commonplace mis-
fortunes seemed a kind of sermon up-
on some unconscious guestion in her
own mind. The little line in her fore-
head, the firmness of her fresh youny
mouth, a certain depth in her clear
eyes, gave to her face a thoughtful-
ness unusual in girls of her age and
class. She stood silently a moment
looking at Stella, feeling as if she, too,
had lost something fresh and illusory.

Stella saw that she was not only
sympathized with, but that for all her
groping, Imdeqtute words, she haa
been understood. In the embarrass-
ment of her kind at any show of feel-
ing, she hastened to cover her appre-
clation.

“Don't you mind, honey. I ought
to hunt up a policeman to tell my trou-
bles to.” 8She turned with forced in-
difference to an approaching customer,
glad of the interruption.

Through the long busy day Nell

could not keep her thoughts from turn-
ing again and agaln to Stella’s story.
It welghed upon her, depressed her,
filled her with a vague dread of life's
problems, and shs was not usually
painfully impressionable either.
Bhe ate her Junch with Stella, but
the latter did not refer to her oww
difficulties, preferring to discuss in-
stead their mutual acquaintances,

“And what's become of that Ned
Carpenter that worded at Ferriss's?"
she finally asked.- “I used to think
he was golng to like you.™
Nell's conscious face enlightened
her, “Ah-ha!” she cried in laughing
accugation. “Is Ned your steady
these days, then?"

“Yes,” Nell assented soberly,
eyes on her plate.

“More than that?” asked Stella, sua-
denly grave, tob.

“We're going to be married next
summer,” sald Nell slowly.

For a moment Stella made no com-
ment; thoughtfully she lifted a strong
hand to her blonde pompadour. “Go-
ing to get married, eh? Well, you've
got nerve,” She sighed.

The pessimism of the new cynic s
usually boundless; suspecting this,
Nell only smiled a little,

‘When she went home that night,
however, hanging to a strap In a
crowded street car, her mind was still
full of Stella and Stella's mar
riage. She did not know why she
had been so Impressed by it, nor why
she felt an odd dejection as if she
herself were in some way personally
affected. Her mind, - tonight,
seemed strangely acute, analytic, un-
wontédly sensitive to impressions, To-
night all the sights and sounds and
smells of her uncomfortable ride,
which she, accepting them ag matters
of course, usually never noticed at
all, stirred her unpleasantly, All the
glamor and make-belleve veneer ot

her

R

a little fright-
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leather and muscle, alnys washing,
cooking, scrubbing; five sickly chil-
dren (and two dead), of whom Nell
was the oldest, and only the youngest,
five years old, was a boy.

Nell was a little later than mnl.
and all these, with the exception of
her father, were at the supper table.
She was greeted noisily by the chil-
dren, and by anxious looks from her
mother and grandmother. It was Bur
roughe’ pay-day and his non-appear-
ance meant that the rent was prob-
ably being exchanged for liguid re-
freshment at one or several of his
loafing places.

“l1 thought I heard some one with
g)ﬂ?" Mrs. Burroughs Mquired wist-

y.

““Only Ned.”

The girl sat down, received her plate
of bolled dinner, and began %o eat
in silence. She did not feel particu-
larly depressed by the present re-
minder of one of the family skele-
tons—only a little weary of the same-
ness of the old story. She was qulet,
not because she was sullen, but be-
cause she was thoughtful.

In any event, conversation of. any
continued cobherence was impossible
80 long as the children were up—they
were all much younger than Nell; it
was the two next to her in age who
were dead. Any serious family dis-
cussions were usually postponed until
the youngest had been put (n bed.
This tonight proved a tedious opera-
tion; they were all wakeful and the
baby was croupy and had to be
greased and flanneled. But at last
they were quiet; the dishes weru
washed, and mother and daughter and
grand-daughter seated themselves
around the lamp on the kitchen table,
with stockings to darn and clothes
to mend.

“Stella Davis came back to work
today,” sald Nell, presently.

“Oh, have they come back?” asked
her mother, with interest. “Tim out
of work?"

“They’ve quit,” Nell explained la-
conlcally; then briefly recounted the
story she had heard that morning.

“Dear, dear,” Mrs. Burroughs la-
mented. “That's too bad"”; she shook
her head sadly. “Tim seemed such a

nice fellow, Always reminded me a
little of Ned.”

A slight quiver crossed Nell's face.
Self-forgetful, she stopped sewing and
stared at the scarred top of the old
kitchen table, Her grandmother,
looking up after a moment, gave her
a keen glance. Nell was her favor
ite—but she did not speak until a sec-
ord look showed Nell still preoccu-
pled.

“Have you and Ned decided when
it's to be?’ came without preface in
the old woman’s dry, expressionless
tones. .

Nell started. “The twelfth o
June,” she answered quletly.

“Humph,” - grandmother merely
grunted. It took her a long time to
say things. Her bluntness was not to
be read as a blurting out of every im-
pulsive thought.

“I suppose Stella’s got a child?” she
surmised presently.

“Yes,” Nell confirmed.
she added.

Some subtlety of tone made her
mother look up. “Why, Nelly!” in
gentle reproof.

The girl suddenly flared Into exaw-
peration., *“Oh, Mother!” she cried.
“How can you! It's—it's so silly.”

Her mother stared, as if her eldest
child were suddenly mad.

“I don't want any children,” Nell de-
clared in a voice trembling with vehe-
mence.

“Why—why, Nelly?” sald Mrs. Bur~
roughs again in a sort of helpless pain.

“People like us,” cried the girl al-
most fiercely, “we haven't got any
right to have children ! Look at Stella
and Tim—two kids getting married—
and now what show’s little Tim got?
it's like Stella said—I've beén think-
ing about that—he'll grow up on the
streets, and llkely not get much out
of life except hard knocks.”

“l don't know why,” sald Mrs. Bur

“Of course,”

00, | roughs, and the color rose in her pale

cheeks, “I don't know why, just be-
cause we're poor, we shonuld be ae-
nied everything. Seems like we mignt
be allowed our children.

"Because they've got some  rights
too,” Nell broke in, “and if you can't
give 'em anything that makes living
worth while, ‘tisn't fair to give 'em
life, is 1t?"

Hu..hnn
ey,” she whimpered, “what is It?
What's the mlwar with you? I thought
Ok it e mad’ spesiitly it
n' mo 8 ly, T.
I've l\ul becn thinking about things,
Gnndmoﬂmr took up the scissors
to cut a thread, and laid them down
again on the table with a clatter.
“There’'s a time,” she commeated
in her dry volce, “there's a ‘ime when
we all kick ag'in the nature of things.”
Mrs. Burroughs wiped her eyes and
resumed her darning. "I guess your'rc-

not much in love with Ned, Nelly,” she
sighed accusingly.

The girl sharnk a lctle. All her
vehemence fell from her. *“I don't
know,” she half whispered. “I'm—Im
sort of afrald of love, I guess.” She

paused, but after & moment continued
in the same small volce:

“Pretty near half the girls In the
store have been married—-lots of ’em
have children they have to support—
some of 'em are divorced and some
of 'em don't know where their hus-
bands are. I guess they all got mar-
ried for love—what else? And 1t
didn’t seem to do much for ‘em except
to get 'em into trouble—and not get
'em out.”

“You don't know what you're say-
ing, child,” said her mother brusquely.

Grandmother's lips twisted into a
queer liftle smile. “You been doin'
lots of thinking, ain't you, honey?"

“Well, why not think a little?”
queried her grandchild. “Sometimes I
think that's what we need most. Now,
all the stories I've read say that love
is the grandest thing in the world—"

“I expect it {8, grandmother mur-
mured.

“But the books all end when they
get married,” Nell persisted. “And
the married people I know seem to
have forgotten all about the love part.”

“Well,” mused” grandmother, “your
mother here and your father were
awfully in love with each other—"

“But they're not now,” the girl In-
terrupted quickly. “She couldn't pe
in love with him now—"

“She sticks to him, anyway'—
grandmother spoke as if Nell's mother
were not present—"God knows why.”

Mrs. Burroughs bent her head over
her sewing. She made no answer. A
silence fell on them all

“There ain't much use trylng to
think things out, honey,” grandmother
began, after a while. “Even in my
day, when we took things for granted
more than they do now, I used to won-
der sometimes. But when my turn
came—I was just like the rest. I guess
love I8 just about like this here comet
they're talking about-—once In your
life it flashes across the sky, great
and brilliant, and people wonder at
it and think maybe it means the world
will be changed by it; but it goes and
the world goes on just the same, no
better and no worse. And you just re-
member that once you saw a big light
in the sky.” Her volce died away,
and again the three sewed on si-
lently in the ugly little kitchen.

Then the baby coughed, and Mrs,
Burroughs went to tend it, and
grandmother laid away the little dress
she was mending to set the bread for
tomorrow.

Nell sat still, sewing
on. She resented love,
its unfullfilled promises. Every one
seemed to think that it was a great
thing to be sacrificed to it—that it
was/in some way noble to give up
to if, although it seemed almost as if
peaple who did give way to this mys-
terfjous emotion, sacred, if convention-
alized, vile if unsanctioned, were as
often punished for it!—she thought
of her mother—punished just about
as often when it was sacred as when
it wasn’t.

Her heart was heavy, her head
ached. No, she had made up her
mind, she would not marry Ned. Aft-
er all, she could never have really
loved him, she supposed. She did not
want to love, to marry, least of all
to have children, i

80 deep was she in thought that the
jangling doorbell made her start ner
vously. She went to answer it, know-
ing from experience that it was some
one bringing her father home, Instead,
it was Ned on the doorstep. He
laughed at her startled look, and drew
her out on the dingy little porch.

“I've been down to Terry Bryan's,"
he whispered. “I thought I'd come by
this way, and I saw your light still
burning. I wanted to say goodnight to
you.” He took her gently in his arms,
“Say, I've been thinking about the
twelfth of June.” He laid his smooth
cheek down against hers, and laughed
softly. “I suppose you haven't changed
your mind, darlin’?”

She raised her head to look up into
the young, the gay, the careless face
of Present Joy. Her arm tightened
around his neck.

“No,” she whispered fercely.

on, thinking
its tyranny,

Vo Orgunien.
o Cagltal &
Owm

- Che Socialist

The Warkingman's P
po ~One Dolls o Yo
So Mectte, Fifty Commn

|
Published Weekly by the Trustee Printing Company, 1820 Fourth Ave., rear,
Seattie, Wash. Independent 'Phone, L 4474,

Eotered as second-class matter in 1900 at Seattle, in 1905 at Toledo, Ohilo,
in 1906 at Caldwell, Idaho, and April 13, 1907, at the postotfice at Secattle,
Wuhm:ton. under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1907.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES.

United States and Mexico.—One
months, 26¢; single coples, be,

year, $1.00; six months, 60c; three

To Canada and Foreign Countries.—One year, §1. 50; six months, 75c.

Weekly Bundies.—5 lor three months for $1.00; for six months, $2.00;
one year, $4.00,

Spesial Bundles—2 cents each In any quantity.

All remittances should be made payable to TRUSTEE PRINTING COM-
PANY.

All business communications should be addressed to TRUSTEE PRINT-
ING COMPANY, Bex 1508, Seattie, Wash,

Communications intended for the Editor should be addressed to the Editor.

mwwmmw-mumhmmm

this office not later than Meaday.
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