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Appeal of the Brussels Conference
of European Communist Parties to
the Workers of India.

At an International Conference representing the Communist
Parties of thirteen European capitalist countries , a resolution
was unanimously passed sending greetings to the workers of
India in their heroic struggle against the combined forces of
British imperialism , the exploiters at home and the social
reformists in the Metropolis and in India .
Not only the advanced workers of Britain , but the working

masses of all Europe are following with admiration the stub-
born resistance and the magnificent fight which the Indian
workers are putting up against the united front of Baldwin
and MacDonald , and their allies , the Indian bosses and the
Joshis .

The Indian workers no longer have any illusions about the
imperialist aims of the British Labour Party, which has its
representatives on the Simon Commission , and which was and
will be no less ruthless than the Tory Baldwin Government in
oppressing the Indian workers . No more treacherous crime has
been committed against the Indian workers than the stab in
the back by the T. U. C. General Council , which has come
out openly on the side of the worst exploiters of Labour , while
150,000 workers in Bombay are fighting on behalf of their
victimised fellow workers .

The Conference pledged its full support to the Indian
workers in their great fight against imperialist oppression and
against capitalist exploitation .
Long live the heroic toilers of India !
Long live free and independent India !
Long live the Indian Soviet Republic !
In the name of the conference : Bell (England ) , Thälmann

(Germany ) , Dimitrov (Balkans ) , Thorez (France ) , Hansen (Scan-
dinavia ), Zapototzky (Czechoslovakia ) .
Brussels , 16th May 1929 .

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT
The Strike of the Agricultural
Workers in Slovakia .

By Zamek (Prague) .
The strike of agricultural workers which has broken out

in Slovakia is the outcome of a struggle which began as far
back as May 1928. The first onset , characterised by partial
strikes and partial results , was followed in October last by
renewed endeavours aiming at the proclamation of a general
strike of the agricultural workers , which, however , ended in a
retreat on the part of the strikers . This failure , however , did
not break the fighting spirit of the workers , all the less so
seeing that the economic conditions of the agrarian working
class grew worse and worse .
The 16-hour day , the wage -rate of from 7 to 12 crowns

a day , the cruel dwelling conditions of the labourers , and
the incredibly low rate of payment of this category of workers
all went to constitute an unbearable state of affairs , aggra-
vated by the fact that since the year 1925 there have been no
collective contracts for the agrarian workers of Slovakia , so
that , by means of individual agreements , the employers were
in a position to increase the exploitation of the workers yet
more cruelly .

The fight of the agricultural labourers is therefore direc-
ted in the first place towards the establishment of collective
contracts . The demands submitted by the Red Trade Union
Federation referred primarily to a rise of from 25 to 40 per
cent . in all wage payments in money or kind . The struggle
also refers to the eight -hour working day and to the system of
functionaries , at the same time emphatically opposing the exi-
sting parity-commissions , which constitute a kind of court of
arbitration and naturally only serve to protect the interests of
the employers . Besides these main demands , a whole series

toof economic demands have been put forward , referring
dwelling conditions , the contributions to national insurance , and
to the seasonal workers and day labourers .
Here again the Social -Fascists assumed the rôle of strike-

breakers in the preliminary stage of the struggle . The Reformist ,
Agrarian , and Christian-Social trade unions ranged themselves
on the side of the employers in a united front against the Red
trade unions and some six months ago concluded a collective
contract , which not only rendered possible an average dimi-
nution of wages by 10 per cent . and failed to fulfil a single
demand of the workers , but also entailed the possibility of a
dismissal of 10 per cent . of the agricultural workers from the
agricultural concerns in case of a strike . Obviously , this collec-
tive contract was not recognised or signed by the Red trade
unions . The big landowners , however , called upon their wor-
kers to join the Reformist trade unions , since the collective
contracts could otherwise find no application to them , as , indeed ,

the wording of the said contracts expressly points out . The
object in view was that of including the agricultural workers
in the Reformist strike -breaking organisations and thereby pre-
venting the threatening strike . The contracts also render pos-
sible a certain rationalisation , seeing that on November 1st
10 per cent . of the agricultural workers can be discharged .

The fight , which was started on May 12th with the utmost
vigour by 14,000 workers , is spreading hourly. The energy of
the strikers may be seen by the fact that on a large area the
feeding of the cattle and milking of the cows was instantly
suspended . The fight is carried on entirely on the lines of the
new strategy . Apart from the central strike committees , there
are committees in every community and on every large estate ,
which are under the guidance of the Red trade unions and of
the Communist Party and are composed mainly of unorganised
workers .

Upon the outbreak of the strike , the authorities imme-
diately took all possible steps to strangle the strike . A great
number of gendarmes was concentrated in the strike area and is
kept in constant readiness . At the same time the authorities
received instructions from the Government to assist as far as
possible in enabling the landowners to recruit strike- breakers .
The consequence of this order was the occupation of a number
of dairies by the gendarmes , and in several cases collisions
ensued with the strikers . Although the utmost energy is deve-
loped in recruiting strike -breakers , no particular results have
as yet been attained in this respect . Wherever strike -breakers
are at work , operations are ultimately suspended , and the
number of strikers has already risen to more than 25,000 .

The vigour with which the Fascist bourgeoisie endeavours
to strangle the strike may be seen by the fact that numerous
strike -pickets and members of the local strike -committees have
been arrested , as various members of the central strike com-
mittee were on the very first day of the strike . Employers and
officers of constabulary agree in declaring that, if need be , all
the functionaries of the strike will be placed under arrest .
Seeing that the strikers are not to be intimidated by threats ,
the employers declare that they will obtain military aid to
carry on their work and thus force an issue . It is not to be
doubted that recourse will indeed be had to the soldiery ,
though not only to carry on the work and to protect the acti-
vities of the strike -breakers , but also , as in the case of certain
former strikes , to establish a state of siege throughout the
strike area.

On the other hand , the striking agricultural workers are
endeavouring to spread the movement to all agricultural labour
in the country .

The bourgeois press , led by the Social -Fascist organs ,
declare the strike to be irregular since it is being carried on
mainly by unorganised workers .

The strike -breaking united front of those organisations
which are party to the collective contracts , viz . Social -Fascisis ,
Agrarians , and Christian -Socialists , have apllied to the public
and to the agricultural workers in a common "appeal" which
has been published by a great number of bourgeois journals ,
from the Reformist "Robotnicke Noviny" (Workers ' Paper ) to
the "Slovak ", the organ of the Slovakian Popular Party . This
address contains violent attacks on the Communists and revo-
lutionary workers and closes with an appeal to join the strike-
breakers :


